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PUBLISHERS'  PREFACE. 


It  is  with  the  confident  feeling  that  they  have  not  merely  fulfilled,  but  far  exceeded,  all 
promises  made  at  the  outstart  that  the  publishers  present  to  their  patrons  and  the  public,  after 
considerable  more  than  a  year's  labor  from  the  time  of  its  inception,  the  now  completed  History 
of  Lehigh  and  Carbon  Counties.  As  the  result  of  the  united  and  careful  labors  of  men  thor- 
oughly experienced  in  the  collection,  compilation,  and  writing  of  local  history,  and  of  scores  of 
residents  of  the  region  which  is  the  province  of  the  work,  including  not  only  those  who  are 
mentioned  as  the  writers  of  certain  chapters,  but  others  who  have  made  lesser  contributions, — 
all  especially  qualified  by  original  knowledge,  by  investigation,  or  by  virtue  of  their  positions  to 
be  the  purveyors  of  local  lore, — we  think  that  the  volume  will  merit,  and  receive  the  favorable 
indorsement  of  those  most  competent  to  criticise  the  work  which  it  contains,  and  that  time  will 
not  modify  in  the  slightest  degree,  but,  on  the  contrary,  greatly  increase,  their  estimation.  In 
the  broadly  comprehensive  sense,  Mr.  Alfred  Mathews  was  the  author  and  editor  of  the 
history.  He  was  assisted  by  Mr.  Austin  N.  Hungerford  of  the  publishers'  corps.  To  these^, 
gentlemen  should  be  accredited  almost  everything  in  the  volume  not  especially  denoted  as  the 
work  of  others,  embracing  the  larger  part  of  its  contents,  and  of  course  implying  supervision 
of  the  whple.  Other  writers  who  have  been  engaged  upon  the  work  are  here  designated :  Rev. 
A.  R.  Home,  D.D.,  was  the  author  of  the  voluminous  and  interesting  chapter  (vi..  in  the 
history  of  Lehigh  County)  on  the  Pennsylvania  Germans.  E.  V.  d'Invilliers  was  the  writer  of 
the  chapter  on  the  geology  of  Lehigh  County,  and  Charles  A.  Ashburner,  M.S.,  of  that  on 
Carbon  County's  rock  and  mineral  formation.  Of  the  townships  of  Lehigh  County,  Heidel- 
berg and  Lynn  were  written  by  Samuel  J.  Kistler,  Esq.;  Upper  Macungie,  by  Rev.  M.  J. 
Kramlich ;  Lower  Macungie,  by  E.  R.  Lichtenwallner,  Esq. ;  Upper  and  Lower  Milford,  by 
P.  W.  Flores;  Salisbury,  by  Professor  J.  0.  Knauss;  Upper  Saucon,  by  Frank  B.  Heller; 
Weissenberg,  by  Solomon  F.  and  Henry  F.  Rupp ;  Whitehall,  by  T.  F.  Diefenderfer,  Esq.,  and 
F.  J.  Newhard,  Esq. ;  North  Whitehall,  by  James  L.  Schaadt,  Esq. ;  South  Whitehall/%y  Rev. 
F.  K.  Bernd ;  and  the  borough  of  Emaus,  by  H.  W.  Jarrett.  In  the  history  of  Carbon  County, 
two  of  the  general  chapters — those  on  the  legal  and  medical  professions — were  contributed  by 
Dr.  R.  Leonard,  of  Mauch  Chunk.  Towamensing  and  Lower  Towamensing  were  contributed 
by  Col.  John  Craig;  the  borough  of  Packerton,  by  W.  Lee  Stiles;  the  borough  of  Parryville,' 
by  Dennis  Bauman ;  and  the  borough  of  Weatherly,  by  Dr.  J.  B.  Tweedle.  Besides  these 
writers  there  are  many  others  who  have  contributed  church  and  school  histories,  etc.,  whose* 
names  are,  as  a  rule,  mentioned  in  connection  with  their  articles.     The  number  of  these  is  very 

large. 

On  behalf  of  themselves  and  of  the  writers  in  their  employ  the  publishers  return  their  most 
sincere  thanks  to  all  who  have  assisted  in  the  compilation  of  the  history  by  furnishing  informa- 
tion or  extending  courtesies  to  those  in  search  of  it.  To  mention  individually  all  of  those  who 
have  thus  aided  our  eiforts  (and  indirectly  benefited  themselves  and  their  posterity,  making  pos- 
sible the  preparation  of  an  ample  and  authentic  history  of  these  counties)  would  be  .impossible, 
as  the  list  would  include  the  names  of  the  county,  city,  and  borough  officials,  the  members  of  the 
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press  and  clergy,  numerous  persons  identified  with  the  railroads  and  with  manufacturing  inter- 
ests, and  a  long  array  of  the  old  citizens.  At  the  risk,  however,  of  appearing  to  make  an 
invidious  distinction  we  will  present  the  names  of  a  very  few,  whose  positions  in  life  or  the 
possession  of  peculiar  or  extensive  information  has  enabled  them  to  be  of  especial  service  to  the 
writers.  First  among  those,  so  far  at  least  as  Lehigh  County  is  concerned,  should  perhaps  be 
mentioned  Robert  E.  Wright,  Esq.,  the  veteran  lawyer,  and  the  late  Christian  Pretz,  who  was  a 
pioneer  in  AUentown's  period  of  growth.  Of  the  same  city  should  be  mentioned  also  in  this 
connection  Augustus  L.  Ruhe,  Tilghman  Good  (recently  chief  of  police),  the  late  Hon.  Samuel  A. 
Bridges,  the  late  Peter  Huber,  Samuel  Lewis,  Joseph  B,  Lewis,  Eli  J.  Saeger,  James  L.  Schaadt, 
Esq.,  C.  W.  Cooper  (of  the  !A.llentown  National  Bank),  Rev.  A.  J.  G.  Dubbs,  Rev.  Joshua 
Yeager,  Rev.  Schindel,  Rev.  Thomas  N.  Reber,  Professor  J.  O.  Knauss,  Maj.  E.  R.  Newhard, 
Thomas  B.  Metzgar,  Esq.,  B.  F.  Trexler,  Robert  Iredell,  Jr.,  C.  Frank  Haines,  Jesse  Grim, 
Ephraim  Grim,  A.  G.  Reminger,  Col.  T.  H.  Good,  and  Joseph  F.  Newhard.  The  history  of 
Allentown  has  been  enriched  by  Rev.  J.  H.  Dubbs,  of  Lancaster,  and  that  of  half  a  dozen  or 
more  townships  in  Lehigh  County  extensively  increased  in  value  by  the  contributions  of  Rev. 
William  A.  Helffrich.  Especial  mention  should  be  made  of  the  friendship  of  Samuel  Thomas, 
Col.  M.  H.  Horn,  Rev.  Cornelius  Earle,  Oliver  and  John  Williams,  Joshua  Hunt,  Samuel 
Glace,  William  H.  Glace,  Esq.,  Jacob  Laubach,  and  Charles  G.  Schellner,  all  of  Catasauqua, 
and  of  F.  J.  Stetler,  Charles  Peters,  and  D.  D.  Jones,  of  Slatington. 

Among  the  citizens  of  Carbon  County  whose  kindly  offices  we  must  not  pass  without  recog- 
nition are  J.  H.  Chapman,  Dr.  R.  Leonard,  Thomas  L.  Foster,  John  Ruddle,  Robert  Q.  Butler, 
Judge  A.  G.  Brodhead,  E.  H.  Rauch,  John  Painter,  James  I.  Blakslee,  Hon.  Robert  Klotz, 
and  E.  R.  Siewers,  Esq.  To  the  late  Judge  Harry  E.  Packer  the  writers  in  our  employ  were 
under  obligations  for  many  favors.  We  will  add,  in  this  connection,  that  acknowledgments  of 
indebtedness  for  kindnesses  to  others  are  made  elsewhere  in  this  volume  in  appropriate  connec- 
tions. 

In  concluding  these  few  lines  a  word  concerning  the  department  of  illustrations,  which 
supplements  the  literary  contents  of  the  volume,  is  not  out  of  place.  The  illustrations  consist 
largely  of  portraits  of  some  of  those  men  who  have  been  or  are  prominent  residents  of  the  ter- 
ritory to  which  this  volume  is  devoted.  These  portraits,  with  the  accompanying  biographical 
sketches,  form  a  feature  which  is  sometimes  the  subject  of  ill-considered  criticism,  on  the  ground 
that  some  of  them  are  of  persons  living.  Nevertheless,  in  the  judgment  of  the  publishers  and 
of  a  great  many  persons  who  have  given  the  matter  careful  consideration,  the  department  is  one 
which  should  not  be  omitted  or  limited  by  the  insertion  of  none  but  the  portraits  and  sketches  of 
those  who  are  deceased.  When  it  is  borne  in  mind  how  swiftly  the  stream  of  life  and  time 
sweeps  onward, — how  swiftly  the  present  becomes  the  past, — there  will  be  few  to  find  fault  with 
this  department ;  and  when  a  score  or  more  of  years  have  elapsed, — when  the  generations  now 
marching  in  the  front  and  in  the  closely-succeeding  ranks  shall  have  passed  away,— this  feature 
will  be  invaluable,  serving  as  the  best  reminder  of  some  of  their  most  conspicuous  and  honored 
characters  to,  those  who  remain. 

THE  PUBLISHERS. 

Philaublphijv,  June,  1884. 
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CHAPTER    I. 

THE    RED    RACE    SUPPLANTED    BY   THE    WHITE. 

Treaties  and  Settlement — Condition  of  the  Country  prior  to  the  Revolu- 
tion. 

The  Delaware  or  Lenni  Lenape  Indians, — When 
the  emissaries  of  civilization — the  explorers  and  pio- 
neers— iirst  entered  upon  those  noble  rivers,  the 
Hudson  and  the  Delaware,  the  great  wilderness 
region  now  comprised  in  the  wealthy  States  of  Penn- 
sylvania, New  Jersey,  and  New  York  was  occupied 
by  Indian  tribes  comprehensively  called  the  Algon- 
quins.  This  great  division  embraced  two  groups  of 
nations,  the  Iroquois  and  the  Delawares.  The  lan- 
guage of  both  was  the  Algonquin,  but  it  was  spoken 
in  various  dialects. 

Very  little  friendship  existed  between  the  Iroquois 
and  the  Delawares.  The  latter,  who  called  them- 
selves the  Lenni  Lenape,  or  "  the  original  people,"  in- 
deed, held  themselves  as  superior  to  any  other  tribe  or 
nation.  They  claimed  to  have  existed  from  the  be- 
ginning of  time,  and  it  is  certain  the  Miamis,  Wyan- 
■  dots,  Shawanese,  and  more  than  twenty  other  tribes 
admitted  their  great  antiquity  and  applied  to  them 
the  title  of  "grandfathers."  One  of  their  traditions 
was  that,  ages  before  their  occupancy  of  what  became 
Pennsylvania  and  its  northern  and  eastern  neigh- 
bors, their  ancestors  had  dwelt  in  a  far-away  country 
beyond  the  Father  of  Waters,  and  near  the  wide  sea 
in  which  the  sun  sank.  They  believed  that  for  many 
Btfoons  they  had  traveled  eastward,  seeking  a  fairer 
country  of  which  their  prophets  had  told  them,  and 
as  they  neared  the  western  shores  of  the  great  Mis- 
sissippi they  had  met  another  great  nation  of  men, 
the  very  existence  of  which  they  had  been  in  ignor- 
ance. These  people,  they  say,  were  the  Mengwe  or 
the  Iroquois,  and  this  was  the  first  meeting  of  those 
two  nations,  destined  to  remain  for  centuries  rivals 
and  enemies.  They  journeyed  on  together,  -neither 
in  warfare  nor  friendship,  but  they  presently  found 
that  they  must  unite  their  forces  against  a  common 
enemy.  East  of  the  Father  of  Waters  they  discov- 
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ered  a  race  called  the  Allegwi,  occupying  a  vast  do- 
main, and  not  only  stronger  in  number  than  them- 
selves, but  equally  brave  and  more  skilled  in  war. 
They  had,  indeed,  fortified  towns  and  numerous 
strongholds.^  The  Allegwi  permitted  a  part  of  the 
emigrating  nations  to  pass  the  border  of  their  country, 
and  having  thus  caused  a  division  of  their  antago- 
nists, fell  upon  them  with  great  fury  to  annihilate 
them.  But  the  main  body  of  the  allied  Mengwe  and 
Lenape  rallying  from  the  first  shock,  made  resistance 
with  such  desperate  energy  that  they  defeated  the 
Allegwi,  and  sweeping  them  forward  as  the  wind  does 
the  dry  leaves  of  the  forest,  they  invaded  the  country, 
and  during  a  long  and  bloody  war  won  victory  after 
victory,  until  they  had  not  only  entirely  vanquisjied, 
but  wellnigh  exterminated  them.  Their  country,  in 
which  their  earth  fortifications  remained  the  only  re- 
minder of  the  dispersed  nation,  was  occupied  by  the 
victors.  After  this  both  the  Mengwe  and  the  Lenape 
ranged  eastward,  the  former  keeping  to  the  north- 
ward, and  the  latter  to  the  southward,  until  they 
reached  respectively  the  Hudson  and  the  Delaware, 
which  they  called  the  Lenape  Wihittuck.  Upon  its 
banks,  and  in  the  wild  region  watered  by  its  tribu- 
taries, they  found  the  land  they  had  journeyed  in 
quest  of  irorn  the  setting  sun. 

Whether  or  not  we  believe  as  a  whole  this  legend, 
it  is  a  fact  that  the  two  nations  were  located  as  . 
described  when  the  first  accurate  knowledge  of  them 
was  obtained  by  the  whites.  The  country  of  the 
Mengwe  or  Iroquois  extended  from  the  Hudson  and 
Cake  Champlain  to  the  shores  of  Lake  Erie,  and 
from  the  head-waters  of  the  Alleghany,  Susque- 
hanna, and  Delaware  to  the  shores  of  Lake  Ontario, 
and  even  across  the  St.  Lawrence,  thus  embracing  the 
whole  of  the  State  of  New  York  and  a  portion  of 
Canada.  The  Iroquois — usually  called  the  Five 
Nations,  because  consisting  of  the  confederated  tribes 
of  the  Mohawks,  Senecas,  Cayugas,  Onondagas,  and 


1  By  many  this  tradition  of  the  emigration  of  the  Lenni  Lenape  is 
believed  to  have  a  solid  foundation  in  fact,  and  the  Allegwi  are  re- 
garded as  helng  the  Mound-Builders,  whose  vast  works  are  numerous 
along  the  Mississippi,  the  Ohio,  and  their  tributaries, 
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Oneidas,  becoming  about  1712,  by  the  incorporation 
of  the  refugee  Southern  tribe  of  Tuscaroras,  the  Six 
Nations — were  almost  constantly  at  war  with  their 
neighbors  the  Lenape  or  Delawares. 

The  Delawares  were  divided  into  nations  in  much 
the  same  manner  as  their  northern  enemies.  Of 
those  the  most  notable  were  the  branches  of  the 
Turtle  or  Unamis,  the  Turkey  or  Unalachtgo,  and  the 
Wolf  or  Minsi  (corrupted  into  Monsey).  While  the 
domain  of  the  Delawares  extended  from  the  sea-coast 
between  the  Chesapeake  and  Long  Island  Sound  back 
beyond  the  Susquehanna  to  the  Alleghanies  and  north- 
ward to  the  hunting-grounds  of  the  Iroquois,  it  seems 
not  to  have  been  regarded  as  the  common  country  of 
the  tribes,  but  to  have  been  set  apart  for  them  in 
more  or  less  distinctly-defined  districts.  The  Unamis 
and  Unalachtgo  nations,  subdivided  into  the  tribes 
of  Assunpinks,  Matas,  Chichequaas,  Shackamaxons, 
Tuteloes,  Nanticockes,  and  many  others,  occupied  the 
lower  country  toward  the  coast,  while  the  more  war- 
like tribe  of  the  Minsi  or  Wolf,  as  Heckewelder 
informs  us,  "  had  chosen  to  live  back  of  the  other 
tribes,  and  formed  a  kind  of  a  bulwark  for  their  pro- 
tection, watching  the  motions  of  the  Mengwe,  and 
being  at  hand  to  offer  aid  in  case  of  a  rupture  with 
them.'' 

"  The  Minsi,"  continues  the  authority  from  whom 
we  have  quoted,  "  extended  their  settlements  from  the 
Minisink,  a  place  (on  the  Delaware,  in  Monroe 
County)  named  after  them,  where  they  had  their 
council-seat  and  fire,  quite  up  to  the  Hudson  on  the 
east,  and  to  the  west  and  south  far  beyond  the  Sus- 
quehanna ;  their  northern  boundaries  were  supposed 
originally  to  be  the  heads  of  the  great  rivers  Susque- 
hanna and  Delaware,  and  their  southern  that  ridge 
of  hills  known  in  New  Jersey  by  the  name  of  Mus- 
kanecum,  and  in  Pennsylvania  by  those  of  Lehigh, 
Coghnewago,  etc.  Within  this  boundary  were  their 
principal  settlements,  and  even  as  late  as  1742  they 
had  a  town  with  a  peach-orchard  on  the  tract  of  land 
where  Nazareth  was  afterwards  built,  another  on  the 
Lehigh,  and  others  beyond  the  Blue  Ridge,  besides 
many  family  settlements  here  and  there  scattered." ^ 

Thus  it  appears  that  the  Minsi  Delawares  were  the 
ancient  owners  of  the  territory  now  included  in  Le- 
high County,  and  that  these  hills  and  mountains  and 
valleys  were  their  hunting-ground,  the  Lehigh  Eiver 
and  all  of  the  sparkling  trout-swarming  lesser  streams 
their  fishing-places. 

One  of  the  earliest  purchases  of  land  from  the  In- 
dians in  the  Lehigh  region  was  in  the  year  1684,  thS 
parties  being  William  Penn  and  Maughaughsin,  from 
whom  (according  to  some  authorities)  came  the  name 
Macungie,  applied  to  a  township  of  Lehigh  County. 
This  personage  was  one  of  the  leading  chiefs  of  the 
Delawares. 

On  the  3d  day  of  June,  1684,  Maughaughsin,  upon 

1 "  History,  Manners,  and  Customs  of  the  Indian  Nations  who  once 
Inliablted  Pennsylvania,"  by  Eev.  John  Heckewelder. 


his  own  desire  and  free  offer,  sold  all  his  land  upon 
Pahkehoma  (Perkiomen)  to  William  Penn,  for  the 
consideration  of  "  2  Match  coats,  4  pair  of  stockings, 
and  4  Bottles  of  Sider." 

It  may  be  interesting  to  give  the  deed  in  its  original 
form,  viz. : 

"INDIAN   DEED   FOE   LANDS  TO  WILLIAM   PENN,  1684. 

"  Upon  Diy  own  Desire  and  free  Offer,  I,  Maughaughsin,  in  considera- 
tion of  Two  Matchcoate,  four  pair  of  Stockings,  and  four  Bottles  of  Sider, 
do  hereby  graunt  and  make  over  all  my  Land  upon  Pahkehoma,  to  W™ 
Penn,  Propr  and  Govern'  of  Pennsylvania  and  Territories,  his  heirs  & 
Assignes  forever,  w't>  which  I  own  myself  satisfied,  and  promise  never  to 
molest  any  Chiistians  so  calN  yt  shall  seat  thereon  by  his  ord". 

"  Witness  my  hand  and  Seal  at  Philadelphia  ye  third  day  of  ye  fourth 
month,  1684. 

"The  mark  of  Maughaughsin. 


"  Signed,  sealed,  and  delivered  in  presence  of  us. 
"Philip  Thomas  Lehman. 
"Thomas  Holme. 
"Jno.  Da  vers. 
"  Geoege  Emi.en." 

(From  the  "  Pennsylvania  Archives.") 

Soon  after  the  delivery  of  the  above  deed  to  Wil- 
liam Penn,  Maughaughsin  and  most  of  his  people  left 
this  region  and  moved  over  the  Blue  Mountains,  only 
a  few  individuals  remaining  in  their  old  homes,  the 
valleys  of  the  Milfords  and  the  surrounding  country. 

The  "Walking  Purchase." — Among  the  various 
negotiations  by  which  the  Indians  were  led  to  surren- 
der their  domain  to  the  superior  race  was  the  famous 
"  Walking  Purchase"  of  1737.  No  event  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  region  gave  so  much  dissatisfaction  to  the 
Indians  as  the  making  of  this  alleged  unjust  bargain, 
and  it  was  directly  or  indirectly  productive  of  effects 
which  we  shall  chronicle  in  the  next  chapter,  as  well 
as  of  others  of  which  we  shall  present  an  account  in 
the  history  of  Carbon  County. 

The  first  release  of  Indian  title  effected  in  the  prov- 
ince was  brought  about  in  1682,  before  Penn's  arrival, 
by  his  Deputy  Governor,  William  Markham.  This 
embraced  all  the  territory  between  the  Neshaminy 
and  the  Delaware  as  far  up  as  Wrightstown  and  Upper 
Wakefield.  In  1683  and  1684,  Penn  himself  made 
other  purchases.  In  1686  it  has  been  claimed  that 
the  Indians  granted  to  him  a  tract  of  country  com- 
mencing on  the  line  of  the  former  purchases,  and  ex- 
tending as  far  northwesterly  as  a  man  could  ride  on 
horseback  in  two  days.  No  copy  of  the  treaty  or 
deed  was  preserved,  if  any  was  made,  and  the  extent 
of  the  averred  purchase  remained  undecided.  Settlers, 
however,  began  to  throng  into  the  lower  part  of  the 
country  which  it  was  supposed  had  been  purchased, 
and  they  soon  pushed  above  the  Forks  of  the  Dela- 
ware (the  confluence  of  that  river  with  the  Lehigh). 
The  Indians  believed  that  their*  lands  were  being  en- 
croached upon,  and  they  had  several  meetings- with 
the  proprietaries  to  carry  out  the  measures  of  the 
treaty  of  1686,  and  to  definitely  fix  the  limits  of  the 
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ceded  territory.  The  first  was  held  at  Durham,  below 
Easton,  in  1734;  another  was  at  Pennsbury,  in  May, 
1735,  and  the  negotiations  were  concluded  at  Phila- 
delphia, Aug.  25j  1737.  The  last  meeting  resulted  in 
an  agreement  that  the  treaty  of  1686  should  be  con- 
summated, and  the  extent  of  the  purchase  was  decided 
in  a  novel  manner.  The  proprietaries  were  to  receive 
such  portion  of  the  Indian  territory  as  should  be  in- 
cluded within  a  line  drawn  northwesterly  from  a 
point  in  or  near  Wrightstown  as  far  as  a  man  could 
walk  in  a  day  and  a  half,  and  a  line  drawn  from  his 
stopping-place  straight  to  the  Delaware,  which  was  of 
course  the  eastern  boundary. 

While  the  treaty  was  in  negotiation  the  proprie- 
taries caused  a  preliminary  or  trial  walk  to  be  made 
to  ascertain  what  amount  of  ground  could  be  secured. 
It  appears  that  this  was  undertaken  as  early  as  April, 
1735,  and  that  the  trees  along  the  route  were  blazed, 
so  that  the  persons  to  be  engaged  in  the  walk  decid- 
ing the  ownership  of  land  might  have  the  advantage 
of  a  marked  pathway.      As   soon   as  the  treaty  of 
Aug.  25,  1737,  had  been  consummated,  James  Steel, 
receiver-general  under  Thomas  Penn,  took  measures 
to  secure  for  the  performance  of  the  purchase-walk 
the  man  who  had  "  held  out  the  best"  in  the  prelim- 
inary walk.     It  was   proposed  that  he  should  walk 
with  two  others,  who  were  actively  to  engage  in  com- 
petition, and  that  Timothy  Smith,  sheriff  of  Bucks 
County,  and  John  Chapman,  surveyor,  should  accom- 
pany the  trio,  provide  provisions,  etc.     The  time  fixed 
for  the  walk  under  the  treaty  was  Sept.  12,  1737,  but 
it  was  postponed  until  the  19th.     The  preliminaries 
were  all  arranged  in  advance,  and  Edward  Marshall, 
James  Yeates,  and  Solomon  Jennings,  all  noted  for 
their  powers  of  endurance,  and  one  of  them  undoubt- 
edly the  champion  of  the  trial  walk,  were  employed 
by  the  proprietaries  to  make  the  decisive  effort.     It 
was  arranged  that  the  Indians  should  send  some  of 
their  young  men  along  to  see  that  the  walk  was  fairly 
made.     The  walkers  were  promised  five  pounds   in 
money  and  five  hundred  acres  of  land.     The  place 
of  starting  was  fixed  at  a  well-known  point,  a  large 
chestnut-tree  near  the  junction  of  the  Pennsville  and 
Durham  roads,  at  the  Wrightstown  meeting-house,  in 
Bucks  County,  very  close  to  the  northern  boundary 
of  the  Markham  purchase.     Marshall,  Yeates,   and 
Jennings  stood  with  their  hands  upon  the  tree,  and  as 
the  sun  rose  above  the  horizon  the  signal  was  given 
by  Sheriff  Smith,  and  they  started.     Their  route  was 
as  straight  as  the  inequalities  of  the  ground  and  the 
numerous  obstructions  would  permit,  and  led  for  a 
number  of  miles  along  the  Durham  road  (which  was 
then  a  road  in  little  more  than  name).     It  is  said  that 
Yeates  led  the  way  with  a  light  step,  and  next  came 
Jennings,   with   two   of  the   Indian   walkers,   while 
Marshall  was  last,  a  considerable  distance  behind  the 
others.     He  swung  a  hatchet-in  his  hand,  and  walked 
with  an  easy  and  careless  lope.    The  walkers  reached 
Eed  Hill,  in  Bedminster,  in  two  and  a  half  hours, 


took  dinner  with  the  Indian  trader  Wilson,  on  Dur- 
ham Creek,  near  where  the  old  furnace  stood,  crossed 
the  Lehigh  a  mile  below  Bethlehem,  at  what  is  now 
Jones  Island,  and  passing  the  Blue  Eidge  at  Smith's 
Gap  (in  what  is  now  Moore  township,  Northampton 
Co.),  slept  at  night  on  the  northern  slope.  The  walk 
was  resumed  at  sunrise,  and  terminated  at  noon,  when 
Marshall,  who  alone  held  out,  threw  himself  at  length 
upon  the  ground  and  grasped  a  sapling,  which  was 
marked  as  the  end  of  the  line.  Jennings  first  gave 
out,  about  two  miles  north  of  the  Tohiokon,  and  then 
lagged  behind  with  the  followers  until  the  party 
reached  the  Lehigh  Eiver.  He  then  left  for  his 
home,  in  what  is  now  Salisbury  township,'  Lehigh  Co. 
Yeates  fell  at  the  foot  of  the  mountain,  on  the 
morning  of  the  second  day,  was  quite  blind  when 
taken  up,  and  died  three  days  later.  Marshall,  the 
champion  of  the  walk,  was  not  in  the  least  injured 
by  his  exertion,  and  lived  to  the  age  of  seventy-nine, 
dying  in  Tinicun/,  Bucks  Co.'' 

The  walk  is  said  to  have  followed  an  Indian  path 
which  led  from  the  hunting-grounds  of  the  Minsis 
down  to  Bristol,  on  the  Delaware.  The  Indians 
showed  their  dissatisfaction  at  the  manner  in  which 
the  so-called  "  walk"  was  made,  and  left  the  party 
before  it  was  concluded.  It  is  said  that  they  fre- 
quently called  upon  the  walkers  not  to  run.  The  dis- 
tance walked,  according  to  the  generally-accepted 
measurement,  was  sixty-one  and  one-fourth  miles. 
Nicholas  Scull  says  it  was  only  fifty-five  statute  miles, 
while  others  estimate  the  distance  as  high  as  eighty- 
six  miles. 

When  the  walk  had  reached  the  extreme  point  in 
a  northwesterly  direction  from  the  starting-place,  it 
still  remained  to  run  the  line  to  the  Delaware,  and 
here  arose  another  ground  for  disagreement.  The 
Indians  had  expected  that  a  straight  line  would  be 
drawn  to  the  river  at  the  nearest  point,  but  instead  it 
was  run  at  right  angles  and  reached  the  river  at  or 
near  the  Laxawaxen,  taking  in  about  twice  as  much 
territory  as  would  have  been  included  by  the  other 
arrangement.  The  lines  embraced  nearly  all  of  the 
lands  within  the  forks  of  the  Delaware  (that  is,  be- 


1  Solomon  Jennings  had  settled  some  yeara  previous  to  the  "  Walking 
Purchase"  on  what  is  now  the  Geisinger  farm,  two  miles  above  Beth- 
lehem, and,  living  on  the  extreme  frontier,  had  become  famous  as  a 
hunter  and  woodsman,  a  fact  which  led  to  his  being  selected  as  one  of 
the  walkers.  He  is  said  to  have  been  extremely  fond  of  whiskey,  and 
it  has  been  averred  that  it  was  because  of  that  weakness  that  he  failed 
in  the  walk.  This,  however,  may  be  an  injustice  to  him.  It  is  certain 
that  he  never  recovered  from  the  effects  of  his  overexertion,  though  he 
lived  for  twenty  years.  His  son,  John  Jennings,  was  elected  sheriff  of 
Northampton  County  in  1762,  and  again  »n  1768.  It  is  traditionally  as- 
serted that  Solomon  Jennings  received  what  is  now  known  as  the  Geis- 
inger farm  as  a  reward  for  his  taking  part  in  the  walk,  but  there  is  no 
foundation  for  that  theory  of  his  ownership,  and  it  is  well  known  that 
he  resided  upon  the  property  for  a  number  of  years  prior  to  1737.  The 
farm  was  sold  to  Jacob  Geisinger  at  public  sale  in  1764. 

2  The  date  of  his  death  was  Nov.  7, 1789.  He  was  a  native  of  Bustle- 
ton,  Philadelphia  Co.,  where  he  was  born  in  1710.  He  was  twice  mar- 
ried, and  the  father  of  twenty-one  ahildren.  He  lived  for  a  time  on  the 
island  in  the  Delaware  opposite  linicum  which  bears  his  name. 
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tween  the  Delaware  and  the  Lower  Lehigh),  the  cele- 
brated Minisink  flats,  and  in  fact  all  of  the  valuable 
land  south  of  the  Blue  Ridge.  The  quantity  of  laud 
embraced  in  the  purchase  was  about  five  hundred 
thousand  acres.  James  Steel,  writing  to  Letitia  Au- 
brey in  1787,  said  that  it  required  about  four  days  to 
walk  from  the  upper  end  of  the  day  and  a  half's 
journey,  and  that  "  after  they  crossed  the  great  ridge 
of  mountains  they  saw  very  little  good  or  even  toler- 
able land  fit  for  settlement." 

This  walk  gave  great  dissatisfaction  to  the  Indians, 
and  was  the  principal  cause  of  the  council  held  at 
Easton  in  1756,  where  it  was  elaborately  discussed. 
The  Indians  complained  that  the  walkers  walked  too 
fast,  that  they  should  have  stopped  to  shoot  game  and 
to  smoke ;  in  short,  should  have  walked  as  the  In- 
dians usually  did  when  engaged  in  the  hunt.  They 
also  found  fault  with  the  manner  in  which  the  line 
was  run  from  the  stopping-place  to  the  river,  claim- 
ing that  it  should  have  been  drawn  to  the  nearest 
point.  The  proprietaries  were  accused  of  trickery 
and  dishonesty,  and  whether  justly  or  unjustly,  the 
"  walking  purchase"  drew  upon  them  and  their  asso- 
ciates the  bitter  hatred  of  the  Delawares.  It  was  the 
smoldering  fire  of  the  feeling  thus  engendered  which 
by  the  influence  of  men  or  events  was  fanned  into  an 
intense  heat  a  generation  later,  and  created  great 
havoc  in  the  region  now  comprised  in  Lehigh,  North- 
ampton, and  Carbon  Counties. 

Advent  of  the  White  Man  as  a  Settler.— Lehigh 
County  was  originally  a  portion  of  the  great  county 
of  Bucks,  established,  with  Philadelphia  and  Chester, 
in  1682,  and  its  earliest  settlements  were  formed  for 
the  most  part  by  the  people  who  pushed  northward 
from  below  the  present  boundaries  of  Bucks  and 
Montgomery  Counties. 

White  men  found  their  way  into  the  Lehigh  region 
during  the  seventeenth  century,  but  they  came  as 
traders  rather  than  settlers,  and  do  not  deserve  the 
honor  of  especial  consideration  by  the  historian,  and 
indeed  could  not  receive  it,  as  they  left  no  mark  upon 
the  country  and  only  a  meagre  record  of  their  adven- 
tures. In  fact  their  action,  confined  principally  to 
more  or  less  questionable  transactions  with  the  In- 
dians, demands  no  chronicling. 

As  early  as  1701  the  Lehigh  region  was  brought 
unpleasantly  into  the  notice  of  the  proprietaries  by 
the  presence  of  that  class  of  white  men  to  whom  we 
have  referred,  and  they  also  had  reason  to  believe 
that  Seneca  Indians  from  the  region  which  is  now  the 
State  of  New  York  had  made  a  southern  scout  with 
a  view  to  harassing  the  more  peaceful  Delawares  and 
the  few  white  settlers  in  the  lower  part  of  Bucks 
County. 

Just  at  what  time  the  first  waves  of  that  population 
which  was  eventually  to  fill  Lehigh  County  and  much 
of  the  territory  beyond  the  Blue  Ridge  broke  over  the 
southern  boundary  cannot  at  this  period  be  stated. 
It  is  fair,  however,  to  infer  from  various  facts  that  it 


was  as  early  as  1715.  The  "  Irish  settlement,"  just 
across  the  eastern  border  in  Northampton  County,  is 
known  to  have  been  established  in  1728,  and  a 
number  of  individual  pioneers,  according  to  reliable 
traditions  and  even  well-attested  records,  had  come 
into  what  is  now  Lehigh  County  by  1730.  The  lands 
in  the  Lehigh  valley  were  not  formally  thrown  open 
to  settlement  until  1734.  It  is  fair  to  suppose  that 
legal  impediment  being  removed,  the  people  newly 
arrived  in  this  country  from  Germany  and  seeking 
homes  thronged  in  quite  rapidly  considering  the 
many  disadvantages  to  be  overcome  and  the  not  very 
assuring  attitude  of  the  Indians. 

Upper  Milford  (comprising  what  is  now  included  in 
both  Upper  and  Lower  Milford)  appears  to  have  been 
the  most  thickly-settled  portion  of  the  territory 
during  the  first  few  years,  for  its  people  were  the  first 
to  call  for  a  separate  township  organization.  Prior  to 
1737  they  had  been  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
great  township  of  Milford,  of  which  the  division  in 
Bucks  County  yet  known  by  the  name  was  ^  part,  but 
in  January  of  that  year  twenty-three  of  the  inhabi- 
tants, whom  we  may  take  it  for  granted  were  among 
the  most  intelligent  and  enterprising,  petitioned  the 
county  court  for  a  distinct  township.  The  names  of 
those  early  settlers  of  the  southern  part  of  the  county 
were  Peter  Walker,  Ulrich  Kirsten,  A.  Matthias  Ochs, 
Johannes  Meyer,  Joseph  Henckel,  Daniel  Rausch, 
Heinrich  Willim,  Heinrich  Ris,  William  Bit,  Cristian 
Bigli,  Jacob  Wetel,  Johannes  Betlzart,  Duwalt  Mach- 
ling,  Johannes  Hast,  Melchoir  Stuher,  Michael  Koh- 
ner,  Felix  Benner,  Jacob  Derry,  Michael  Zimmer- 
man,    Longhurst,  Mirwin  Weihnacht,  Johannes 

Baugeoner,  and  Hannes  Ord.  The  township  was  sur- 
veyed and  laid  out  by  John  Chapman  on  March  18, 
1738.  At  about  the  same  time  the  township  was 
formed,  or  a  little  later,  old  documents  show  that 
there  were  living  there  a  number  of  other  families, 
among  them  being  those  bearing  the  names  of  Dubbs, 
Eberhard,  Hoover,  Mumbauer,  Roeder,  Spinner, 
Stahl,  and  Weaudt.  Still  later  there  came  into  the 
same  territory  the  Dickenshieds,  Hetricks,  McNoldies, 
Millers,  Schelleys,  Keipers,  Snyders,  Rudolphs,  Dret- 
zes,  Heinbachs,  Derrs,  and  many  more.  With  very 
few  exceptions  these  pioneers  were  Germans,  princi- 
pally from  the  Palatinate.' 

True  in  America  to  the  religion  for  which  they  had 
been  persecuted  in  Europe,  one  of  the  first  acts  of  the 
Milford  pioneers  was  to  establish  a  church.  It  is 
probable  that  this  was  done  prior  to  1786,  but  the 
earliest  record  of  baptism  occurs  under  date  of  April 
24th  in  that  year.  A  patent  was  secured  Sept.  27, 
1738,  for  the  tract  of  land  which  had  been  selected 
and  built  upon,  and  from  that  date  the  organization 
known  as  the   "Swamp   Church,"   originally  estab- 


1  A  chapter  upon  the  Germans,  expressly  prepared  for  this  worjc  by 
Key.  A.  R.  Home,  gives  much  interesting  information,  not  only  con- 
cerning the  immigration  of  these  persecuted  people,  but  their  character, 
customs,  etc. 
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lished  by  the  Lutheran  and  German  Reformed  ele- 
ments, has  been  of  the  latter  denomination.' 

The  settlers  on  the  south  bank  of  the  Lehigh  had 
become  so  numerous  by  1742  that  they  considered 
themselves  entitled  to  a  separate  township  organiza- 
tion, and  accordingly  a  number  of  them,  who  de- 
scribed themselves  as  living  "on  and  near  Saucon," 
petitioned  the  court  to  confirm  a  survey  which  they 
had  had  made  in  April.  Their  prayer  was  granted  at 
the  March  term  following  (1743),  Saucon  township 
then  being  established.  The  signers  of  the  appli- 
cation were  Christian  Newcomb,  Philip  Kissenger, 
George  Sobus,  Henry  Rinkard,  John  Yoder,  John 
Reeser,  Christian  Smith,  Henry  Bowman,  Samuel 
Newcomb,  Benedict  Koman,  Felty  Staymets,  Henry 
Rinkard,  Jr.,  George  Troom,  Adam  Wanner,  Owen 
Owen,  Thomas  Owen,  John  Williams,  John  Tool, 
John  Thomas,  Joseph  Samuel,  Isaac  Samuel,  Wil- 
liam Miirry  (Mori  and  Mory,  according  to  other  early 
records),  Michael  Narer,  John  Apple,  Jacob  Gonner, 
Henry  Keerer,  George  Bockman,  George  Marksteler, 
and  Henry  Rumfold.' 

Saucon  was  divided  into  Upper  and  Lower  Saucon 
in  1743.  On  the  erection  of  Northampton  County  in 
1752  they  both  became  a  portion  of  its  territory,  and 
on  the  erection  of  Lehigh  Upper  Saucon  was  assigned 
to  it. 

The  settlement  of  the  Moravians  at  Bethlehem,  in 
1740,  did  much  toward  bringing  farmers  into  the 
Saucon  region.  They  doubtless  felt  a  certain  sense 
of  security  in  locating  themselves  so  near  an  organ- 
ized colony  which  they  judged  by  its  policy  would 
always  retain  the  regard  of  the  Indians. 

At  what  is  now  South  Bethlehem,  on  the  spot  where 
the  Union  depot  stands,  was  built  in  1745  that  place 
of  entertainment  which  became  celebrated  as  the 
Crown  Inn.  This  was  the  first  tavern  on  the  river 
really  deserving  the  name,  and  became  a  popular 
stopping-place  for  travelers,  as  well  as  a  favored  and 
familiar  resort  for  the  pioneer  farmers  in  the  sur- 
rounding country.    It  was  managed  by  the  Moravians. 

The  development  of  Hanover  township  from  its  wild 
condition  to  a  well-settled  rnd  prosperous  region  was 
no  doubt  largely  influenced  by  the  Moravian  colony. 
It  had  received  a  few  pioneers  in  1735  or  soon  after, 
and  its  population  increased  faster  after  the  planting 
of  Bethlehem.  Still  several  thousai»d  acres  of  land 
in  Hanover  remained  unsold  up  to  and  after  the  time 
of  the  Revolution.  A  large  portion  of  the  township 
was  considered  poor  soil  during  the  last  century, 
which  in  this,  under  scientific  processes  of  farming,  is 
equal  to  any  in  the  county.  To  be  called  a  "  Dry- 
lander"  implied  reproach.  There  were  other  causes, 
however,  than  the  supposed  poverty  of  soil  for  the 


1  See  chapter  upon  the  townships  for  a  detailed  histen-y  of  this  pioneer 
educational  institution. 

2  The  names  appear  as  here  spelled,  in  the  record,  hut  the  orthography 
is  incorrect  in  many  instances.  For  the  corrected  spelling  see  Saucon 
township. 


comparatively  slow  settlement  of  Hanover.  This 
township,  containing  the  only  territory  of  the  county 
lying  east  of  the  Lehigh,  was  originally  a  portion  of 
the  extensive  Allen  township,  which  included  the 
Scotch-Irish  settlement.  Hanover  was  separately 
organized  in  1798,  and  when  Lehigh  County  was 
erected  it  was  divided  into  two  townships,  each  of 
which,  as  they  were  separated  by  the  county  line,  was 
allowed  to  retain  the  original  name.  The  greater 
part  of  the  original  township  of  Hanover  was  included 
in  the  tract  called  the  "  Dry-lands"  or  Manor  of  Fer- 
mon,  originally  laid  out  for  the  proprietaries,  and 
when  they  were  divested  of  their  estates  after  the 
close  of  the  Revolutionary  war  it  was  not  included, 
being  their  private  property.  But  the  settlers  were 
dissatisfied  and  contested  their  rights  in  numerous 
suits,  the  basis  being  denial  that  the  Penns  could 
retain  title.  These  dragged  on  without  settlement 
until  as  late  as  1796,  when  all  were  discontinued,  the 
settlers  and  the  Penns  each  bearing  an  equal  part  of 
the  costs,  and  the  former  receiving  their  lands  on  pay- 
ment of  £65  10s.  for  every  one  hundred  acres. 

The  territory  of  the  two  Macungies  was  settled 
contemporaneously  with  that  of  the  Milfords  and 
of  Saucon,  that  is,  beginning  in  or  soon  after  1730, 
and  its  pioneers  were  of  the  same  class — Germans,  for 
the  most  part  newly  arrived  and  making  their  way 
northward  through  what  are  now  Bucks  and  Mont- 
gomery Counties  to  obtain  cheap  homes  in  an  unin- 
habited or  sparsely  settled  country.  When  petition 
was  made  for  the  establishment  of  the  township  in 
1742,  there  were  living  in  the  region  which  it  was 
proposed  to  include,  Peter  Trexler,  Henry  Sheath, 
Jeremiah  Trexler,  John  Ecle,  Frederick  Rowey, 
Peter  Walbert,  Jr.,  Philip  Simes,  Joseph  Albright, 
Jacob  Wagner,  Melchoir  Smith,  George  Stininger, 
Jacob  Mier,  George  Hayn  (or  Haines),  Adam  Cook, 
Caspar  Mier,  Kayde  Crim  (or  Grim),  John  Clymer, 
and  Adam  Prous.  These  were  the  signers  of  the 
petition,  and  doubtless  they  were  only  a  very  small 
proportion  of  the  male  inhabitants. 

That  the  people  of  Macungie  were  enterprising  is 
shown  from  the  fact  that  they  took  steps  to  secure 
what  was  the  first  road  in  the  county  as  early  as  1735. 
They  petitioned  for  a  road  to  lead  "from  Goshen- 
hoppen  to  Jeremiah  Trexler's  tavern,"  and  return 
being  made  in  1736  the  road  was  duly  laid  out.  Gosh- 
enhoppen  was  in  what  is  now  Montgomery  County, 
and  the  Trexler  tavern,  which  was  in  Macungie,  was 
in  all  probability  the  nucleus  about  which  Trexler- 
town  was  built.  In  1745  another  road  was  opened 
from  the  German  settlements  in  Macungie  in  a  north- 
easterly direction  to  the  Lehigh,  near  Bethlehem.  It 
was  a  mere  bridle-path  during  the  first  fifteen  or 
twenty  years,  or  until  the  needs  of  the  people  de- 
manded its  being  enlarged  and  improved  to  serve  as  a 
wagon-road. 

There  seems  to  have  been  little  if  any  difference 
between  the  time  Saucon  and  its  northern  neighbor, 
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Salisbury,  were  settled,  though  the  latter  did  not  re- 
ceive accessions  to  its  population  so  fast  as  the  former, 
owing  probably  to  the  fact  that  its  lands  were  largely 
patented  in  large  tracts  to  men  who  were  not  im- 
patient to  realize  upon  the  property.  In  March,  1732, 
John,  Thomas,  and  Richard  Penn  issued  their  war- 
rant for  the  survey  of  a  tract  of  five  thousand  acres  of 
land  for  Thomas  Penn,  his  heirs  or  assigns.  Penn 
assigned  the  warrant  to  Joseph  Turner,  and  Turner 
to  William  Allen,  the  last-named  receiving  it  Sept. 
10,  1736.  A  portion  of  the  tract  surveyed  by  virtue 
of  the  warrant  lay  in  Salisbury,  and  a  portion  was 
upon  the  opposite  side  of  the  Lehigh.  Other  exten- 
sive tracts  were  surveyed  along  the  river,  one  of  them 
of  three  thousand  acres  granted  the  same  year  to 
Allen,  including  the  site  of  Allentown,  which  was 
laid  out  in  1762.  The  region  was  principally  settled 
by  Germans.  A  few  Moravians  settled  at  what  is 
now  Emaus  in  1747.  Salisbury  was  not  settled  as  a 
township  until  after  Northampton  County  was  organ- 
ized in  1752,  but  the  district  extending  to  Allentown 
in  one  direction,  to  Saucon  in  another,  and  to  Ma- 
cungie  in  a  third  came  commonly  to  be  called 
"  Schmaltzgass,"  meaning,  freely  translated,  "a  fine  or 
rich  region." 

Gradually  the  tide  of  immigration  rolled  on  into 
Whitehall,  and  then  into  what  is  now  AVashington 
and  the  back  territory. 

Whitehall  received  quite  a  large  influx  of  pioneers 
who  were  of  a  superior  class  between  1730  and  1735. 
Among  the  first  was  Adam  Deshler.  In  1733  came 
John  Jacob  Mickley  (a  Huguenot,  whose  name  was 
originally  spelled  Michelet).  Then  there  came  the 
Balliets,  Troxells,  Steckels,  Burkhalters,  Schreibers, 
Saegers,  Schaadts,  Keons,  Knapps,  Guths,  and  many 
others,  among  them  Lynford  Lardner,  who  built 
about  1740  the  house  which  gave  name  to  the  town- 
ship. It  was  visited  by  large  parties  of  gentlemen, 
who  came  up  from  Philadelphia  as  the  proprietor's 
guests  to  shoot  game.  It  naturally  was  called  "  The 
Hall"  by  those  aristocratic  sportsmen,  who  imitated 
the  English  country  nomenclature.  A  coat  of  white- 
wash gave  reason  for  the  rest  of  the  name,  and  when 
the  township  was  organized  the  name  Whitehall  was 
chosen  to  designate  it. 

The  majority  of  the  early  settlers  of  old  Whitehall 
located  in  that  fertile,  well-wooded,  and  well-watered 
region  drained  by  Coplay  Creek,  which  because  of  its 
productiveness  was  called  Egypta,  or  Egypt,  a  name 
also  applied  to  the  church  that  was  organized  here 
in  the  infancy  of  the  settlement. 

In  antithesis  to  this  name  Egypt  is  that  of  Alle- 
miingel,  meaning  "  all  is  wanting,"  applied  to  the  west- 
ern part  of  Lehigh  County  and  a,  part  of  Berks  ad- 
joining. Many  of  the  early  German  settlers  passed 
over  the  fine  lands  in  the  southern  portion  of  the 
county  and  along  the  river  to  the  hilly  region  of 
Lynn  township,  and  of  Albany  in  Berks,  because  it 
more  nearly  resembled  the  land  which  had  been  their 


home.  They  soon  discovered  their  mistake,  and  in 
sorrow  and  disgust  called  the  country  Allemangel,— 
"  all  wants,"—"  there  is  no  water,  no  richness."  The 
people  like  the  soil  became  poor,  and  many  of  thein 
went  down  into  "Egypt"  after  corn. 

After  a  score  of  years  of  peace  and  progress,  the 
total  population  of  the  territory  now  comprising 
Lehigh  County  was  in  1752,  when  it  became  a  part 
of  the  newly-erected  Northampton,  about  three  thou- 
sand souls.  These  were  distributed,  according  to  the 
rude  census  then  taken  to  ascertain  the  number  of 
inhabitants  of  the  new  county,  as  follows : 

Milford 700 

Upper  Saucon 650 

Macungie ..- 650 

Upper  parts  of  Lehigh  County,  forming  snbaeqnently 
tlie  townships  of  Lynn,  Weisenlierg,  Heidelberg,  Sal- 
isbury, Lowhill,  the  Whitehalls,  Washington,  etc 800 

Making  in  all 2800 

To  this  number  must  be  added  two  hundred  as  the 
approximate  population  of  that  part  of  Allen  town- 
ship which  is  now  Hanover,  which  makes  a  total  of 
three  thousand.' 

The  condition  of  the  county  in  1773,  thirty  odd 
years  from  the  time  it  was  first  settled,  was  one  ex- 
hibiting great  improvement,  and  yet  only  a  fourth 
part  of  the  lands  had  been  cleared,  less  than  nine 
thousand  acres  was  in  grain,  and  the  soil  was  tilled 
by  less  than  nine  hundred  farmers.'  The  assessment 
lists  for  the  year  exhibit  the  following  figures : 


Cleared 
Land. 

Upper  Milford 7096 

Macnngie 6459 

Whitehall 6070 

Upper  Saucon 5792 

Lynn 3412 

Heidelberg 2905 

Salisbury 2400 

Weisenberg 2189 

Lowhill 1131 

Total 37,394 


Acres  in  Number  of 

Grain.  Farmers. 

1283  166 

2002  136 

1223  117 

1028  84 

860  118 

904  101 

572  48 

562  78 

435  48 


CHAPTER   II. 

THE    INDIAN    RAID    OP    1763. 
Its  Causes— Murders  in  Whitehall— Action  of  the  Government. 

Slowly  receding  before  the  incoming  white  race, 
there  were  but  <ew  Indians  remaining  on  the  lower 
Lehigh  after  1740.  They  had  passed  away  beyond 
the  Blue  Ridge  as  a  nation,  and  only  here  and  there 
an  individual  or  family  remained  in  tent  or  lodge  at 
some  chosen  spot  in  the  ancient  hunting-grounds. 
Thus  the  Chief  Kolapechka,  called  by  the  whites  Cop- 
lay,  resided  for  a  long  time  after  the  first  settlement 
near  the  head-waters  of  the  stream  to  which  his  name 
has  been  given.     He  was  on  very  friendly  terms  with 


I  Northampton  County  was  supposed  to  have  in  1752  a  total  of  six 
thousand  population. 

-  These  statements  and  the  table  which  follows  them  do  not  include 
the  township  of  Hanover. 
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the  whites,  and  was  frequently  employed  by  the  pro- 
vincial officers  to  carry  messages  and  to  act  as  interpre- 
ter. It  is  also  related  that  an  Indian  family  occupied 
a  wigwam  on  the  farm  of  Jacob  Kohler,  remaining 
there  until  as  late  as  1742,  when  the  last  of  the  Dela- 
wares  were  compelled  to  remove  from  this  region  to 
the  valley  of  the  Wyoming. 

Still  it  was  a  common  custom  for  Indians  from  the 
north  to  pass  down  the  valley,  and  to  wander  very 
much  as  they  chose  through  the  country  when  the 
races  were  at  peace.  They  brought  game  and  peltries 
into  the  larger  towns,  and  purchased  the  few  articles 
they  needed  for  their  forest-life.  But  after  the  second 
pronounced  outbreak  of  atrocities  they  came  no  more. 

The  Scattered  inhabitants  in  what  is  now  Lehigh 
County  happily  escaped  the  Indians'  wrath  in  1755, 
when  its  weapons,  the  tomahawk  and  torch,  fell  so 
murderously  and  mercilessly  upon  the  settlements  in 
Northampton  and  Carbon  Counties,  resulting  in  the 
massacre  of  the  Moravians'  in  the  limits  of  the  latter, 
and  many  murders  elsewhere.  As  to  the  causes 
which  led  to  these  hostilities,  the  dissatisfaction 
arising  from  the  "  Walking  Purchase''  treaty  of  1737, 
which  we  have  briefly  described,  has  by  the  majority 
of  historians  been  ascribed  the  greatest  influence,  but 
it  seems  also  as  if  the  victory  of  the  Indians  over 
Braddock  a  short  time  previous  njust  have  operated 
powerfully  as  a  stimulus  to  arouse  race  hatred  and 
incite  murderous  desire. 

The  establishment  of  peace  by  the  treaty  of  Oct. 
26,  1758,  gave  a  sense  of  security  to  the  white  settlers 
throughout  the  country,  which  deepened  as  time 
elapsed,  and  no  evil  deeds  were  committed  until  five 
years  later,  when  it  was  dispelled  with  a  shock.  The 
conspiracy  of  the  great  and  powerful  Pontiac,  who  had 
emissaries  among  all  of  the  tribes,  craftily  awaking  and 
exciting  their  slumbering  anger  and  savage  desire  for 
blood,  perhaps  had  something  to  do  with  the  outbreak 
here  in  Lehigh  County  in  1763.  The  local  offense  of 
the  whites  does  not  appear  to  have  been  sufficient  in 
itself  to  have  brought  the  hatchet  down  as  it  fell  here. 
Indeed,  the  Germans  who  were  massacred  in  White- 
hall, and  whose  houses  were  burned,  seem  to  have 
been  entirely  innocent,  and  to  have  treated  the 
Indians  always  with  the  utmost  kindness.  The  im- 
mediate cause  of  the  butchery  was  a  small  sin  com- 
mitted by  persons  with  whom  the  Whitehall  settlers 
had  no  connection,  though  there  were  not  wanting 
others,  outrageous  in  character,  which  may  be  re- 
garded as  indirect  causes  of  the  bloody  work. 

Concerning  these  general  provocations  and  the 
murders  which  followed  we  have  quice  minute  and 
unquestionably  correct  information  from  several 
sources,^  from  which  we  deduce  our/  arrative. 


1  See  chapter  of  Indian  history  in  the  CarJ  n  County  department  of. 
this  work. 

2  The  principal  ones  are  the  printed  account  by  Joseph  J.  Micltley, 
read  on  the  anniversary  of  the  massacre  at  a  family  gathering,  and  an 
article  by  Rev.  Dr.  J.  H.  Dubba,  published  in  the  Guardian. 


Heckewelder  (in  an  account  which  he  states  in  a 
foot-note  "is  authentic")  says  that  some  friendly 
Indians,  who  had  come  to  Bethlehem  in  the  summer 
of  1763  to  dispose  of  their  peltry,  upon  returning  to 
their  distant  home  stopped  at  John  Stenton's  tavern,* 
eight  miles  above  Bethlehem,  where  they  were  very 
shabbily  treated,  and  upon  leaving  which  in  the 
morning  they  found  themselves  robbed  of  some  of 
the  most  valuable  articles  they  had  purchased.  They 
returned  to  Bethlehem,  and  lodging  their  complaint 
with  a  magistrate,  were  given  a  letter  to  present  to 
the  landlord,  in  which  he  strongly  urged  that  the 
Indians'  property  should  be  restored.  But  when  they 
delivered  the  letter,  they  were  told  to  leave  the  house, 
if  they  set  any  value  on  their  lives.  This  they  did, 
knowing  that  they  had  no  other  alternative.  At 
Nescopeck,  on  the  Susquehanna,  they  fell  in  with 
some  other  Delaware  Indians,  who  had  been  similarly 
treated,  one  of  them  having  had  his  rifle  stolen  from 
him.  The  two  parties  agreed  to  take  revenge  in  their 
own  way  for  those  insults  and  robberies  for  which 
they  could  obtain  no  redress,  "and  this  they  deter- 
mined to  do  as  soon  as  war  should  be  again  declared 
by  their  nation  against  the  English." 

So  much  for  the  incident  which  seems  to  have  been 
the  immediate  cause  of  the  Whitehall  murders.  But 
it  appears  that  there  was  another  occurrence  soon 
after  this  which  exercised  a  more  marked  influence 
on  the  events  of  the  future.  Of  this  Loskiel  gives 
the  following  account : 

"  In  August,  1763,  Zachary  and  his  wife,  who  had 
left  the  congregation  in  Wechquetank,*  came  on  a 
visit  and  did  all  in  their  power  to  disquiet  the  minds 
of  the  brethren  respecting  the  intentions  of  the  white 
people.^  A  woman  called  Zippora  was  persuaded  to 
follow  them.  On  their  return  they  stayed  at  the 
Buohkabuchka^  over  night,  where  Capt.  Wetterholt 
lay  with  a  company  of  soldiers,  and  went  unconcerned 
to  sleep  in  a  hay-loft.  But  in  the  night  they  were 
surprised  by  the  soldiers.  Zippora  was  thrown  down 
upon  the  threshing-floor  and  killed ;  Zachary  escaped 
out  of  the  house,  but  was  pursued,  and  with  his  wife 
and  little  child  put  to  the  sword,  although  the  mother 
begged  for  their  lives  upon  her  knees." 

This  Capt.  Johann  Nicholaus  Wetterholt,  who 
came  to  this  country  in  1754,  had  been  commissioned 
a  captain  in  the  French  and  Indian  war.  He  resided 
in  1762  in  Heidelberg  township,  Lehigh  Co.,  and  his 
name  was  on  the  tax-list  again  in  1764.  His  presence 
at  the  Gap  with  a  company  of  soldiers  in  August,  1763, 


8  In  Allen  township,  Northampton  County. 

4  Wechquetank  was  a  place  settled  by  the  Moravians  in  Lizard  Oreek 
Valley,  Carbon  Co. 

6  This  is  one  of  the  several  small  facts  on  which  we  base  the  theory 
that' the  Indian  murders  on  the  Lehigh  were  attributable  to  the  In- 
flamed condition  of  the  Indian  mind  in  consequence  of  Ponliac's  con- 
spiracy. 

«  The  name  given  by  the  Delawares  to  the  Lehigh  Gap.  The  word 
implies,  according  to  Heckewelder,  "mountains  butting  opposite  each 
other." 
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can  only  be  accounted  for  on  the  ground  that  he  was 
on  his  way  to  or  from  Fort  Allen,  in  Carbon  County, 
where  a  small  force  of  men  had  been  retained  since 
the  close  of  the  Indian  war. 

The  outrageous  act  of  the  soldiers  at  the  Gap  was 
very  likely  brought  about  by  one  of  Capt.  Wetter- 
holt's  lieutenants,  Jonathan  Dodge,  a  most  bitter 
hater  of  the  Indians  and  as  bloody  a  scoundrel  as  the 
country  contained,  a  man  who  seemed  to  be  possessed 
of  a  diabolical  love  of  murder,  and  happiest  when  he 
could  make  it  most  hideous.  He  was  not  only  hated 
by  the  Indians,  but  ultimately  execrated  by  his  sol- 
dier associates.'  If  not  responsible  for  the  atrocious 
murders  at  the  Gap  he  was  for  many  others,  and  his 
conduct  greatly  exasperated  the  usually  peaceable 
Delawares. 

Dodge's  despicable  acts,  which  made  him  trouble- 
some to  the  soldiers  and  obnoxious  to  the  people,  are 
fully  proved  by  testimony  from  himself  and  others. 
Concerning  a  most  dastardly  attack  upon  some  friendly 
Indians  who  were  on  their  way  from  Shamokin  to 
Bethlehem,  Dodge  himself  wrote  to  Timothy  Hors- 
field  (Aug.  4,  1763)  as  follows:  "Yesterday  there 
were' four  Indians  came  to  Ensign  Kerns.^  ...  I 
took  four  rifles  and  fourteen  deerskins  from  them, 
weighed  them,  and  there  was  thirty-one  pounds." 
And  then  he  continues  that  after  they  left  "  I  took 
twenty  men  and  followed  them,  .  .  .  then  I  ordered 
my  men  to  fire,  upon  which  I  fired  a  volley  on  them. 
.  .  .  Could  find  none  dead  or  alive."  One  might  judge 
from  the  frank  tone  of  this  letter  that  Horsfield,  the 
commander  of  the  Northampton  County  military, 
approved  of  that  truly  soldierly  kind  of  warfare. 
Jacob  Warner,  a  soldier  in  Capt.  Nicholaus  Wetter- 
holt's  company,  stated  that  when  he  and  Dodge  were 
searching  for  a  lost  gun,  about  two  miles  above  Fort 
Allen,  they  saw  three  Indians  painted  black.  Dodge 
fired  upon  them  and  killed  one.  Warner  also  fired, 
and  thought  that  he  wounded  another.  The  Indians 
had  not  fired  at  them.  The  scalp  of  the  dead  Indian 
was  taken  and  sent  to  Philadelphia. 

Dodge  was  charged  on  the  4th  of  October  with 
striking  Peter  Franz,  a  soldier,  with  a  gun  and  seri- 
ously disabling  him,  and  also  with  ordering  his  men 
to  lay  down  their  arms  if  the  captain  blamed  him  for 
taking  the  Indian's  scalp.  Capt.  Wetterholt  wrote  to 
Horsfield  :  "  If  he  (Dodge)  is  to  remain  in  the  com- 
pany not  one  man  will  remain.  I  never  had  so  much 
trouble  and  uneasiness  as  I  have  had  these  few  weeks, 
and  if  he  continues  in  the  service  any  longer  I  don't 
purpose  to  stay  any  longer."  On  the  5th  of  October 
Dodge  was  put  under  arrest  and  sent  in  charge  of 
Capt.  Jacob  Wetterholt  to  Timothy  Horsfield,  at 
Bethlehem,  but  it  is  probable  that  he  escaped  with 
nothing  nlore  than  a   reprimand,  for   he  was  with 


1  Dodge  had  been  sent  from  Pliiladelphia  by  Eichard  Hockb-y  to 
Lieut.-Col.  Timothy  Horsfield,  with  a  letter  dated  July  14, 1763,  recom- 
mending him  aa  "  very  necessary  for  the  service." 

2  Where  Worthington  now  is. 


Capt.  Jacob  Wetterholt  and  his  detachment  on  their 
way  to  Fort  Allen  on  October  7th. 

This  party  under  Capt.  Jacob  Wetterholt  (who  was 
a  brother  of  Nicholaus,  and  a  resident  of  Lynn  town- 
ship) arrived  and  stopped  on  the  night  of  October  7th 
at  the  tavern  of  John  Stenton,  in  the  Irish  Settle- 
ment, about  a  mile  north  of  Howertown,  in  Allen  town- 
ship, Northampton  Co.  Capt.  Wetterholt  was  a  good 
and  brave  soldier.  His  courage  could  perhaps  be 
accounted  for  by  his  belief  that  he  possessed  the 
power  of  making  himself  invulnerable  (kugelfest), — ' 
that  is,  that  he  could  not  be  killed  by  a  gunshot  or 
any  blow  in  battle.  He  was  well  aware  that  the  In-  i 
dians  intended  when  they  had  opportunity  to  revenge 
themselves  for  the  wrongs  they  had  suffered  at  the 
hands  of  the  whites,  and  he  was  fully  cognizant  that 
they  had  a  burning  feeling  of  hatred  against  this 
tavern  and  its  occupants  on  account  of  bad  treatment 
received  there,  and  still  he  selected  it  as  his  lodging- 
place  for  the  night,  and  committed  the  unsoldierly 
blunder  of  posting  no  sentinel.  Perhaps  his  super- 
stitious confidence  led  to  this  fatal  mistake. 

The  night  deepened,  and  as  the  hours  passed  stealthy 
foes,  as  ferocious  as  wild  beasts,  as  cunning  and  noise- 
less as  serpents,  gathered  about  the  fated  house.  Had 
the  Indians  prowling  in  the  forests  needed  any  other 
provocation  than  the  memorj-  of  the  wrongs  they  had 
received  here  for  falling  upon  the  people  of  that  bouse, 
it  would  have  been  afforded  by  the  knowledge  that  it 
sheltered  the  hated  Lieut.  Dodge.  But  he  and  Sten- 
ton and  all  the  inmates  of  the  tavern  slumbered  on 
undisturbed  by  any  intimation  of  peril. 

In  the  early  morning  of  the  memorable  8th  of 
October,  during  the  gray  dawn  that  precedes  the  full 
light  of  day,  the  door  was  opened  by  the  servant  of 
Capt.  Wetterholt.  A  rifle  flashed  and  the  man  fell 
dead  in  the  doorway.  Capt.  Wetterholt  and  Sergt. 
McGuire  were  also  fired  upon  and  dangerously 
wounded,  while  John  Stenton  was  shot  dead. 

Lieut.  Dodge  made  a  terrified  appeal  for  help  to 
Timothy  Horsfield,  sending  the  following  Ittter  (which 
we  copy  verbatim)  : 

"John  Stentons,  Oct.  the  8,  176:j 

"  Me,  HosriELD,  Sir,  Pray  send  me  help  for  all  my  men  are  killed 
But  one  and  Captn.  Wetterholt  js  most  Dead,  he  is  shot  through  the 
Body,  for  god  sake  send  me  help 

"  These  from  me  to  serve  my  country  and  king  so  long  as  j  live. 

"  Send  me  help  or  I  am  a  dead  man 

"this  from  Ly"t  Dodge 

"  Sa'gt  meguire  is  shot  through  the  body— 

"  Pray  send  up  the  Doctor  for  god  sake" 

The  news  of  the  disaster  reached  Bethlehem  while 
it  was  yet  early  day,  and  the  messenger  creating  a 
panic  as  he  went,  many  people  flocked  to  that  town 
as  the  nearest  place  of  safety.  As  the  news  spread 
others  came  in  terror-stricken  from  all  the  country 
between  Bethlehem  and  the  scene  of  the  murders, 
and  also  from  the  Saucon  region. 

A  few  soldiers  who  were  at  Bethlehem  were  sent 
out  immediately  to  bury  the  dead  and  bring  in  the 
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wounded.^  Among  the  latter  was  Capt.  Wetterholt, 
who  died  the  next  morning  at  the  "Crown  Inn."^ 
Timothy  Horsfield,  on  receiving  the  news,  informed 
Lieut.  Hunsicker  at  Lower  Smithfield,  and  urged  him 
to  the  utmost  vigilance  in  defending  the  frontiers. 

Five  days  after  the  attack  at  Stenton's  the  following 
account  of  it  was  printed  in  the  Pinnsj/Imnia  Ga- 
zette, a  paper  published  by  Benjamin  Franklin,  who 
probably  wrote  this  relation  from  details  sent  to  the 
Governor  by  Horsfield  : 

"  On  Sunday  night  last  an  express  arrived  from 
Northampton  County  with  the  following  melancholy 
account, — viz.,  that  on  Saturday  morning,  the  8th 
inst.,  the  house  of  John  Stenton,  about  eight  miles 
from  Bethlehem,  was  attacked  by  Indians,  as  follows  : 
Capt.  Wetterholt,  with  a  party  belonging  to  Fort 
Allen,  being  at  that  house,  and  intending  to  set  out 
early  for  the  fort,  ordered  a  servant  to  get  his  horse 
ready,  who  was  immediately  shot  down  by  the  enemy, 
upon  which  the  captain,  going  to  the  door,  was  also 
fired  at  and  mortally  wounded  ;  that  then  a  sergeant 
attempted  to  pull  in  the  captain  and  shut  the  door, 
but  he  was  likewise  dangerously  wounded ;  that  the 
lieutenant  next  advanced,  when  an  Indian  jumped 
upon  the  bodies  of  the  two  others  and  prese'nted  a  pis- 
tol to  his  breast,  which  he  put  a  little  aside,  and  it 
went  off  over  his  shoulder,  whereby  he  got  the  Indian 
out  of  the  house  and  shut  the  door  ;  that  the  Indians 
after  this  went  round  to  a  window,  and  as  Stenton  was 
getting  out  of  bed  shot  him,  but  not  dead,  and  he, 
breaking  out  of  the  house,  ran  about  a  mile,  when 
he  dropped  and  died ;  that  his  wife  and  two  children 
ran  down  into  the  cellar,  where  they  were  shot  at 
three  times,  but  escaped  ;  that  Capt.  Wetterholt,  find- 
ing himself  growing  very  weak,  crawled  to  a  window 
and  shot  an  Indian  dead,  it  was  thought,  as  he  was 
in  the  act  of  setting  fire  to  the  house  with  a  match, 
and  that  upon  this  the  other  Indians  carried  him 
away  with  them  and  went  off.  Capt.  Wetterholt  died 
soon  after." 

When  the  Indians  had  glutted  their  vengeance  as 
far  as  lay  prudently  within  their  power  at  Stenton's, 
they  attacked  the  inmates  of  a  number  of  other  houses, 
and  the  hatchet  and  torch  did  terrible  work.  Turn- 
ing toward  the  Lehigh,  the  first  house  they  came  to 
was  that  of  James  Allen.  This  they  plundered  of 
everything  that  they  coveted,  and  then  destroyed  all 
that  they  could  not  conveniently  carry  away.  Pro- 
ceeding onward  toward  the  river,  they  next  came  to 
Andrew  Hazlett's,  not  half  a  mile  from  Allen's. 
Hazlett  attempted  to  fire  upon  them,  but  his  flint  or 
powder  was  poor,  and  his  gun  would  not  go  off.  He 
was  shot  down  by  a  number  of  the  band,  his  wife  seeing 
him  fall  and  die.     She  fled  with  her  two  children. 


1  The  detachment  of  soldiers  who  performed  this  duty  was  under 
command  of  Lieut.  Jonathan  Dodge,  who  escaped  the  massacre.  He  was 
paid  98.  9d,  on  October  litb  for  tliis  service. 

2  George  Wetterliolt,  who  was  sheriff  of  Lehigh  County,  and  a  well- 
known  citizen  of  Allentown,  was  his  grandson. 


but  was  quickly  overtaken  by  a  couple  of  the  fleet- 
footed  Indians,  who  sank  their  tomahawks  in  her  head. 
Her  children  were  treated  in  a  similarly  barbarous 
manner,  and  they  were  left  for  dead.  The  woman 
lived,  however,  for  four  days,  and  one  of  her  children 
completely  recovered.  Another  man  beside  Hazlett 
was  in  the  house,  and  he  too  was  killed.  Then  the 
house  was  fired,  and  as  the  logs  crackled  the  murder- 
ous band  went  whooping  and  yelling  on  toward  the 
next  house,  that  of  Philip  Kratzer,  where  they  found 
no  victims  for  gun  or  knife  or  axe,  the  family  doubt- 
less having  heard  the  shots  at  Hazlett's  and  fled.  The 
torch  was  applied  to  the  humble  home,  and  they  then 
passed  on  to  the  Lehigh,  which  they  crossed  at  a  place 
still  called  "  the  Indian  Fall,"  just  above  Siegfreid's 
Bridge. 

It  was  subsequently  believed  that  when  the  Indians 
crossed  the  river  they  intended  taking  vengeance  on  a 
storekeeper  in  the  neighborhood  with  whom  they  had 
quarreled,  but  they  failed  to  find  the  way.  When 
they  crossed  in  true  Indian  file,  they  were  seen  by 
Ulrich  Schowalter,  who  then  lived  on  the  place  now 
owned  by  Peter  Troxel.  He  was  working  at  the  time 
on  the  roof  of  a  building  which  stood  upon  a  consid- 
erable elevation  of  ground,  and  had  a  good  oppor- 
tunity to  see  and  count  the  Indians,  whom  he  found 
to  number  twelve.  Probably  he  was  the  only  person 
who  saw  the  approach  of  the  Indians,  for  it  must  be 
borne  in  mind  that  the  greater  portion  of  the  country 
was  at  that  time  covered  with  forest. 

The. fierce  nature  of  the  savages  had  been  aroused 
but  not  sated  by  the  butcheries  they  had  already 
performed  on  this  beautiful  autumn  morning,  and 
they  were  ready  to  vent  their  wild  passion  on  whom- 
ever they  found.  On  reaching  the  farm  of  John 
Jacob  Mickley,  in  Whitehall,  they  came  upon  three 
of  his  children,  Peter,  Henry,  and  Barbary,  running 
about  in  a  field  and  gathering  the  chestnuts  that  the 
frost  had  dropped  from  the  trees.  The  eldest  of  these 
children  was  eleven  years  old,  the  second  nine,  the 
youngest  seven.  No  doubt  they  were  full  of  glee  in 
their  nut-gathering,  but  their  innocent  joy  and  mirth 
was  suddenly  changed  to  terror  as  the  dark  forms 
burst  from  the  adjacent  wood  and  rushed  upon  them. 
Little  Barbary  could  run  but  a  few  steps  when  she 
was  overtaken  and  knocked  down  with  a  tomahawk. 
Henry  ran  and  reached  the  fence,  but  as  he  was 
climbing  it  an  Indian  threw  a  tomahawk  at  his  back 
which  it  is  supposed  killed  him  instantly.  Both  of 
these  children  were  scalped,  but  the  little  girl  in  an 
insensible  state  survived  for  twenty-four  hours.  The 
oldest  boy,  Peter,  reached  the  woods  safely,  and  con- 
cealed himself  between  two  large  trees  which  stood 
close  together  in  a  little  thicket.  There  he  remained 
without  making  any  noise  until,  hearing  screams  at  a 
neighboring  house,  he  knew  the  Indians  to  be  there 
and  the  way  open  for  his  escape.  Leaping  from  his 
hiding-place,  he  ran  with  all  his  might  by  way  of 
Adam  Deshler's  to  his  brother,  John  Jacob  Mickley, 
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toajrhom  he  conveyed  the  melancholy  tidings.'  The 
members  of  the  Mickley  family  who  were  at  the  house 
escaped  attack,  it  is  believed  by  reason  of  their  own- 
ing a  huge  and  ferocious  dog  which  had  a  particular 
antipathy  to  Indians. 

Passing  by  Mickley's  house,  the  Indians  came  to 
that  of  Nicholas  Marks,  whose  family  seeing  them 
coming  had  made  their  escape.  The  house  was  fired. 
At  Hans  Schneider's,  near  by,  the  household  was 
surprised,  and  father,  mother,  and  three  children 
ruthlessly  slaughtered.  Two  daughters  who  had  at- 
tempted to  escape  were  overtaken  and  scalped,  but 
subsequently  recovered.^  Another  daughter  was  car- 
ried away  as  a  captive,  and  her  fate  was  never  known. 
It  was  the  screams  from  the  terrified  people  at  the 
Schneider  house  which  were  heard  by  the  boy,  Peter 
Mickley,  in  his  place  of  hiding. 

Their  bloody  work  being  done,  the  Indians  left 
with  all  possible  haste  in  the  direction  of  the  Blue 
Eidge. 

A  further  account  of  these  murders  is  afforded  by 
a  letter  from  Bethlehem  to  the  Pennsylvania  Gazette, 
d^ted  Oct.  9,  1763  : 

"Early  this  morning  came  Nicholas  Marks,  of  Whitehall  township, 
and  brought  the  following  account,  viz.:  That  yesterday  just  after 
dinner,  as  he  opened  his  door,  he  saw  an  Indian  standing  about  two 
poles  from  the  house,  who  endeavored  to  shoot  at  him  ;  but  Marks  shut- 
ting the  door  immediately,  the  fellow  slipped  into  a  cellar  close  by  the 
house.  After  this  said  Marks  went  out  of  the  house  with  his  wife  and 
an  apprentice-boy,8  in  order  to  make  their  escape,  and  saw  another  In- 
dian, who  tried  also  to  shoot  at  them,  but  his  gun  missed  fire.  They 
then  saw  the  third  Indian  running  through  the  orchard,  upon  which 
they  made  the  best  of  their  way,  about  two  miles  off,  to  Adam  Deshler's 
place,  where  twenty  men  in  arms  were  assembled,  who  went  first  to  the 
house  of  John  Jacob  Mickley,  where  they  found  a  boy  and  a  girl  lyins 
dead,  and  the  girl  scalped.  From  thence  they  went  to  Hans  Schnei- 
der's and  said  Marks  plantations,  and  found  both  houses  on  Are,  and  a 
horse  tied  to  the  bushes.  They  also  found  said  Schneider,  his  wife,  and 
three  children  dead  in  the  field,  the  man  and  woman  scalped;  and  on 
going  farther  they  found  two  others  wounded,  one  of  whom  was  scalped. 
After  this  they  returned  with  the  two  wounded  girls  to  Adam  Deshler's, 
and  saw  a  woman,  Jacob  Alleman's  wife,  with  a  child  lying  dead  in  the 
road  and  scaiped.  The  number  of  Indians  they  think  was  about  fifteen 
or  twenty.  1  cannot  describe  the  deplorable  condition  this  poor  country 
is  in;  most  of  the  inhabitants  of  Allen's  Town  and  other  places  are 
fled  from  their  habitations.  Many  are  in  Bethlehem  and  other  places 
of  the  Brethren,  and  others  farther  down  the  country.  I  cannot  ascer- 
tain the  number  killed,  but  think  it  exceeds  twenty.  The  people  of 
Nazareth  and  other  places  belonging  to  the  Brethren  hare  put  them- 
selves in  the  best  posture  of  defense  they  can  ;  they  keep  a  strong  wiitch 
every  night,  and  hope  by  the  blessing  of  God,  if  they  are  attackeii,  to 
make  a  good  stand." 

The  house  of  Adam  Deshler,  here  referred  to,  is  a 
substantial  stone  structure,  still  giving  unmistakable 
evidence,  by  its  heavy  walls  and  other  peculiarities, 
that  it  was  built  to  serve  other  purposes  than  those  of 


1  Peter  Mickley  lived  a  number  of  years  with  his  brother  from  this 
time,  and  removed  to  Bucks  County,  where  he  died  in  the  year  1827. 

2  A  bill  for  the  relief  of  these  girls  was  passed  by  the  Assembly  in 
1765,  by  which  the  sum  of  £44  3«.  &d.  was  appropriated  to  discharge  tho 
bills  brought  against  them  by  the  surgeons  who  dressed  their  wounds 
and  saved  their  lives. 

3  George  Graff,  afterwards  of  Allentown.  For  biographical  note  see 
chapter  on  that  city. 


an  ordinary  farm  domicile.*  This  house  was  built  by 
Mr.  Deshler  in  1760.  Adjoining  the  stone  structure 
upon  the  north  was  a  large  frame  building,  in  which 
twenty  soldiers  might  be  quartered  and  a  considerable 
quantity  of  military  stores  kept.  The  frame  building 
passed  into  decay  early  in  the  present  century,  and 
was  razed  to  the  ground.  During  the  Indian  troubles 
this  place  was  a  kind  of  military  post,  furnished 
gratuitously  by  Adam  Deshler,  who  was  one  of  the 
most  liberal  and  humane  men  in  the  region.* 

Many  of  the  settlers  in  the  upper  part  of  the 
county  fled  to  Allentown  (then  Northampton)  for 
safety.  The  people  of  that  place  were  poorly  pre- 
pared to  defend  themselves  in  case  of  an  attack,  but 
they  did  the  best  thing  possible  under  the  circum- 
stances,-— that  is,  they  organized  a  company  and  sent 
for  arms,  as  will  appear  from  the  following  letter, 
written  two  days  after  the  murder,  to  Governor 
Hamilton. 

"  NOETHAMPTON, 
"  THE  10th    of   this  INSTANT   OCTOBER,   1763. 

"  To  the  Honorable  James  MambUtown,  Esq.,  Lieutenant- Goaemor  and  Com- 
mander-in-Chief of  the  Province  of  Pennsylvania,  Newcassel,  Cent,  and 
Sasox  on  Delawar. 

"As  I,  Joseph  Roth,  of  Northamptoa  Town,  church  minister,  of  this 
eighth  instant  October,  as  I  was  a-preaching,  the  people  came  in  such 
numbers  that  I  was  obliged  to  quit  my  sarmoQ,  and  the  same  time  Cor- 
nel James  Bord  was  in  the  town,  and  I,  the  aforesaid  minister,  spoke 
with  Cornel  Bord  concerning  this  affares  of  the  Indians,  and  we  found 
the  Inhabitance  had  neither  Gons,  Powder  nor  Lead  to  defend  them- 
selves, and  that  Cornel  Bord  had  lately  spoke  with  his  honour.  He  had 
informed  me  that  we  would  assist  them  with  Gone  and  ammunition,  and 
he  requested  of  me  to  write  to  your  honor,  because  he  was  just  setting 
ofi"for  Lancaster,  and  the  Inhabitance  of  the  Town  had  not  chose  their 
officers  at  the  time  he  set  off.  So  we,  the  Inhabitance  of  the  said  Town, 
hath  unanimous  chose  George  Wolf,  the  bearer  hereof,  to  be  the  Captain, 
and  Abraham  Kinker  to  be  the  Lieutenant. 

"We^whose  names  are  under  written  promise  to  obey  to  this  men- 
tioned Captin  and  Lieutenant,  and  so  we  hope  will  be  so  good  and  send 
us  60  Gons,  100  lb.  Powder,  and  400  lb.  Lead,  and  160  stans  for  the 
Gons. 

"  These  from  your  humble  servant,  remaining  under  the  protection  of 
our  Lord  Saviour  Jesus  Christ. 

"Jacob  Roth,  Minister. 

"The  names  of  the  company  of  this  said  Northampton  Town: 


"  George  Wolf,  Captin. 
"  Ahraham  Kinker,  Liet. 
"Philip  Koogler. 
"  Peter  Miller. 
"  Jacob  Wolf. 
"Simon  Lagundacker. 
"  George  Nicholas. 
"  David  Deshler. 
"Martin  Froelich. 
■'  George  Lauer. 
"Daniel  Nonnemacher. 
"  Peter  Schab. 
"  Frederick  Schachler. 


Leonard  Abel. 
Tobias  Dittes. 
Lorenz  Hank. 
Simon  Brenner, 
John  Martin  Doerr. 
Peter  Both. 
Franz  Keffer. 
Jacob  Mohr. 
Abraham  Savitz. 
John  Schreck. 
George  S.  Schneff. 
Michael  Rothrock," 


*  The  old  stone  house,  which  was  a  place  of  refuge  in  troublous  In- 
dian times,  is  in  a  good  state  of  preservation  and  still  inhaliited.  It 
stands  nptui  the  north  bank  of  Coplay  Creek,  in  Whitehall  township, 
upon  a  farm  owned  by  D.  J.  F.  Deshler,  of  Allentown. 

6  Facts  concerning  Adam  Deshler  and  his  family  appear  in  the  history 
of  Whitehall  township.  It  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  the  chapter  of 
Indian  history  in  the  Carhon  County  department  of  this  work  that 
Deshler  furnished  large  quantities  of  provisions  for  the  provincial  forces 
in  17.56, 1757,  and  1768. 
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That  the  military  company  was  not  of  very  much 
utility  upon  its  organization  will  appear  from  an  ex- 
tract from  one  of  Col.  James  Burd's  letters  to  the 
Governor,  dated  Oct.  17,  1763.  He  says,  "  I  arrived 
here  (Lancaster)  on  Monday  night  from  Northamp- 
ton. I  need  not  trouble  your  Honor  with  a  relation 
of  the  misfortune  of  that  county,  as  Mr.  Horsfield 
told  me  he  would  send  you  an  express  and  inform 
you  fully  of  what  had  happened.  I  will  only  mention 
that  in  the  town  of  Northampton  (where  I  was  at  the 
time)  there  were  only  four  guns,  three  of  which  unfit 
for  use,  'and  the  enemy  within  four  miles  of  the  place." 
From  other  sources  we  learn  that  the  one  gun  in 
good  condition  was  the  property  of  David  Deshler. 

Fortunately  there  proved  to  be  no  necessity  for  the 
company  or  for  guns.  The  feeling  of  alarm,  however, 
extended  much  farther  than  Allentown.  Bucks  County 
had  early  sent  succor  to  her  northern  neighbor,  one 
company  of  mounted  men  coming  into  the  hostile 
country  within  twenty-four  hours,  and  two  others 
speedily  following.  Companies  were  quickly  organ- 
ized in  various  parts  of  Northampton  County.  Louis 
Gordon,  of  Easton,  was  captain  of  one,  and  Jacob 
Arndt,  who  had  removed  from  Bucks  County,  of 
another. 

The  Governor  was  thoroughly  alarmed  at  what  he 
supposed  to  be  a  general  uprising  of  the  Indians,  and 
appears  even  to  have  been  concerned  for  the  safety  of 
Philadelphia.  On  the  15th  of  October  he  called  the 
attention  of  the  Assembly  to  the  murders  in  North- 
ampton County  in  an  earnest  message,  in  which  he 
urged  that  immediate  attention  be  given  to  the  sub- 
ject of  providing  means  for  the  protection  of  the  fron- 
tier settlements.     He  said, — 

.  .  .  "I  have  received  well-attested  accounts  of  many  barbarous  and 
abocking  murders  and  other  depredations  having  been  committed  by 
Indians  in  Northampton  County,  in  consequence  whereof  great  num- 
bers of  those  who  escaped  the  rage  of  the  enemy  have  already  deserted, 
and  are  daily  deserting  their  habitalions  ;  so  that  unless  some  eifectual 
aid  be  speedily  granted  them,  to  induce  them  to  stand  their  ground,  it 
is  diflicult  to  8ny  where  their  desertions  will  stop  or  to  how  small  a  dis- 
tance from  the  capital  our  frontier  may  be  reduced. 

'*  The  Provincial  commissioners  audi  have,  in  consequence  of  the  re- 
solve of  the  Assembly  of  the  6th  of  July  last,  done  everything  in  our 
power  for  the  protection  of  the  province  pursuant  to  the  trust  imposed 
on  us  ;  but  as  our  funds  are  entirely  exhausted,  and  even  a  considerable 
arrear  becomes  due  to  the  soldiers  and  others  employed  by  the  govern- 
ment for  their  pay,  which  we  have  not  in  our  power  to  discharge,  it 
seems  impossible  that  the  forces  now  on  foot  can  be  longer  kept  to- 
gether without  a  supply  is  speedily  granted  for  that  purpose. 

"  I  therefore,  gentlemen,  in  the  most  earnest  manner  recommend  to 
your  immediate  consideration  the  distressed  state  of  our  unfortunate 
inhabitants  of  the  frontier,  who  are  continually  exposed  to  the  savage 
cruelty  of  a  merciless  enemy,  and  request  that  you  will  in  your  present 
session  grant  such  a  supply  as,  with  God's  assistance,  may  enable  us 
not  only  to  protect  our  own  people,  but  to  take  a  severe  revenge  on  our 
perfidious  foes  by  pursuing  them  into  their  own  country  ;  for  which 
purpose  there  prevails  at  present  a  noble  ardor  among  our  frontier  peo- 
ple which,  in  my  opinion,  ought  by  all  means  to  be  cherished  and  im- 
proved." . 

The  Assembly  acted  promptly,  passing  on  Oct.  22, 
1763,  a  provision  "that  the  sum  of  twenty-four 
thousand  pounds  be  granted  to  his  Majesty  for  raising, 
paying,  and  victualling  eight  hundred  men  (officers 


included),  to  be  employed  in  the  most  effectual  va^,n- 
ner  for  the  defense  of  this  province." 

The  inhabitants  having  become  thoroughly  aroused 
and  watchful,  and  the  government  having  taken 
prompt  and  efficient  measures,  it  was  no  longer  within 
the  bounds  of  practicable  possibility  for  the  Indians 
to  invade  the  territory  below  the  Blue  Ridge,  but 
they  continued  for  a  number  of  years — in  fact,  as  late 
as  1780 — to  commit  murders  in  the  country  just  north 
of  the  mountains,  some  of  which,  having  occurred  in 
Carbon  County,  are  related  in  this  volume. 


CHAPTER    IIL 


LOCAL    AFFAIRS    DURING   THE    REVOLUTION. 

Baising  of  Troops— Manufactures  for  the  Army  at  Allentown — Dis- 
tressed Condition  of  the  People. 

When  the  Revolutionary  war  opened  the  people  of 
Lehigh,  then  an  integral  portion  of  old  Northampton, 
with  which  its  history  of  that  period  is  inseparably 
merged,  had  enjoyed  more  than  a  decade  of  peaceful 
and  prosperous  years,  which  afforded  a  happy  contrast 
with  those  intervening  between  1755  and  1764.  The 
farmers,  who  had  so  long  lived  in  a  state  of  fear  and 
disquietude,  had,  on  the  establishment  of  peace  after 
the  atrocities  of  1763,  bent  all  of  their  energies  to  the 
improvement  of  their  land  and  their  homes,  giving 
only  that  modicum  of  attention  to  public  affairs  which 
the  interests  of  the  State  demand  from  good  citizens. 
But  when  the  inexorable  flow  of  events  operating  on 
public  opinion  showed  that  the  crisis  of  war  with  the 
mother-country  was  inevitable,  the  martial  and  the 
patriotic  spirit  of  these  quiet  and  usually  undemon- 
strative people  was  awakened,  and  their  thoughts 
were  given  to  the  one  absorbing  topic  of  the  times. 

The  feeling  that  existed  in  the  province  is  shown 
by  the  expressions  of  the  convention  which  was 
held  in  Philadelphia  Jan.  28-28,  1775.  Follow- 
ing is  an  extract  from  the  resolutions  adopted: 
"  But  if  the  humble  and  loyal  petition  of  said  Con- 
gress to  his  most  gracious  Majesty  should  be  dis- 
regarded, and  the  British  administration,  instead  of 
redressing  our  grievances,  should  determine  by  force 
to  effect  a  submission  to  the  late  arbitrary  acts  of  the 
British  Parliament,  in  such  a  situation  we  hold  it  our 
indispensable  duty  to  resist  such  force,  and  at  every 
hazard  to  defend  the  rights  and  liberties  of  America." 

Northampton  was  represented  in  the  convention 
which  thus  enunciated  the  independent  principles  of 
the  people  by  George  Taylor,  John  Oakley,  Peter 
Kichline,  and  Jacob  Arndt. 

The  war  that  was  to  last  seven  years  opened  with 
the  battle  of  Lexington  upon  the  19th  of  April,  1775, 
and  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill  was  fought  on  the  17th 
of  the  following  June.     Washington  was  placed  at 
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the  head  of  the  army.  Peansylvania  took  prompt 
action  toward  raising  the  four  thousand  three  hun- 
dred men  apportioned  to  the  province,  and  made 
appropriations  for  their  support.  Northampton 
County  was  as  fully  aroused  as  any  portion  of  the 
province,  and  quickly  organized  a  company  of  sol- 
diers, each  man  enlisting  receiving  a  bounty  of  three 
pounds  ($8.00). 

This  company,  of  which  Thomas  Craig  was  captain, 
was  composed  almost  entirely  of  Northampton  County 
men,  and  there  were  many  from  that  portion  which 
is  now  Lehigh.  The  company  formed  a  portion  of 
the  Second  Pennsylvania  Battalion,^  of  which  Col. 
Arthur  St.  Clair  (afterward  major-general)  was  the 
commander. 

Following  is  the  roll  of  Captain  Craig's  company  : 

CaptaiJts. 
Craig,  Thomas,  com.  Jao.  5, 1776  ;  pro.  lJeiit.-col.  Sept.  7,  1776. 
Bunner,  Kudolph. 

First  Lieutenants, 
Kachlein,  Andrew,  com.  Jan.  5, 1776;  diech.  June  21, 1776. 
Dunn,  Isaac  Budd,  com.  July  4, 1776. 

Second  Lieutenants. 
Craig,  John,  com.  Jan.  5,  1776;  pro.  Nov.  11,  1776;  subsequently  capt. 

in  Light  Dragoons,  4th  Cavalry. 
Annstrong,  James,  com.  Nov.  11, 1776. 


Park,  Thomas,  com.  Jan.  5, 1776  ;  disch.  June  20, 1776. 
Dull,  Abraham,  com.  Oct.  25, 1776. 

1  The  Second  Battalion  was  raised  under  authority  of  a  resolution  of 
Congress  datfd  Dec.  9. 1775.  The  field-officers  of  the  battalion  were 
Col.  Arthur  St.  Clair  (afterward  a  major-general  in  the  Kevolutionary 
army),  Lieut.-Col.  William  Allen  (promoted  from  captain  in  the  First 
Battalion),  and  Maj.  Joseph  Wood.  The  adjutant  was  George  Ross.  On 
the  16th  of  February,  1776,  the  secret  committee  of  Congress  was  di- 
rected to  furnish  Col.  St.  Clair's  battalion  with  arms,  and  to  write  to 
him  to  use  the  utmost  diligence  in  getting  his  battalion  ready,  and  to 
march  the  companies  as  fast  as  they  were  ready,  one  at  a  time,  to 
Canada.  On  the  13th  of  March  Lieut.-Col,  Allen  had  ariived  in  New 
York,  and  embarked  some  of  the  companies  for  Albany,  and  received 
an  order  from  Gen.  Stirling  to  direct  the  rest  of  the  companies  to  pro- 
ceed to  New  York,  where  quarters  would  be  found  for  them.  On' the 
12th  of  April,  1776,  five  companies  of  the  Second  Battalion  were  at 
Fort  Edward,  N.  Y.,  on  the  Upper  Hudson  Eiver,  where  they  remained 
until  the  19tb,  when  they  were  ordered  to  Fort  George,  whence  they 
moved  northward  by  way  of  Lake  Champlain  into  Canada.  The  other 
companios  of  the  Second  came  up,  and  on  the  6th  of  May,  Lieut.-Col. 
Allen  with  the  battalion  had  passed  Deschambault,  and  was  within 
three  miles  of  Quebec,  where  he  met  Gen.  Thomas  with  the  army 
retreating  from  Quebec.  On  the  7th,  at  a  council  of  war,  at  which  he 
was  present,  it  was  determined  that  the  army  should  continue  the 
retreat  as  far  as  the  Sorel.  Thomas  with  the  army  left  Deschambault 
on  the  ]3th,  and  was  at  Three  Rivers  on  the  16th  with  about  eight 
hundred  men.  On  the  20th,  Gen.  Thomas  was  at  Sorel,  and  the  same 
day  issued  an  order  to  Col.  Maxwell  to  abandon  Three  Rivers,  which  he 
did,  and  with  the  rear  of  the  army  reached  Sorel  on  the  24th.  From 
Sorel,  Col.  St.  Clair's  battalion  with  other  troops  turned  back  and  pro- 
ceeded to  Trois  Rivieres,  on  the  St,  Lawrence,  where,  on  Saturday,  the 
8th  of  June,  a  severe  battle  was  fought,  resulting  in  the  defeat  of  the 
American  force,  which  retreated  up  the  St.  Lawrence,  and  reached 
Sorel  on  the  10th.  On  the  14th  the  British  general,  Burgoyne,  reached 
that  place,  the  Americans  having  evacuated  it  only  a  few  hours  before, 
and  moved  up  the  Sorel  River  to  St.  John's,  at  the  foot  of  Lake  Cham- 
plain.  From  there  the  retreat  was  continued  to  Isle  aux  Noix,  and 
thence  to  Crown  Point  and  Ticonderoga,  which  last-named  place  the 
Second  Battalion  left,  Jan.  24, 1777,  and  moved  southward  to  Pennsyl- 
vania, the  enlistment  of  the  men  having  expire^.  Subsequently  many 
of  them  enlisted  in  the  Third  Regiment  of  Pennsylvania. 


Sergeants. 
Marshall,  Robert,  app.  Jan.  7, 1776  ;  disch.  July  13, 1776. 
Smith,  Peter,  app.  Jan.  15, 1776  ;  pro.  Nov.  11,  1776. 
Horn,  Abraham,  app.  Jan.  5, 1776. 
Dull,  Abraham,  app.  Jan.  19, 1776;  pro.  Oct.  25, 1776. 
Shouse,  Christian,  app.  July  13, 1776. 
Carey,  John,  app.  Oct.  25,  1776;  disch.  Nov.  21,  1776. 
McMichael,  John,  app.  Nov.  21, 1776. 

Minor,  John,  app.  Jan.  13, 1776,  drummer. 

Gangwer,  George,  app.  Jan.  13, 1776;  fifer ;  reduced  Oct.  11, 1776. 
Fuller,  Stephen,  app.  Oct,  11, 1776,  fifer. 
Corjf  orals. 
Shouse,  Christian,  app.  Jan.  15, 1776  ;  pro.  July  13, 1776. 
Carey,  John,  app.  Jan.  5, 1776  ;  pro.  Oct.  25, 1776. 
Byol,  Peter,  app.  Jan.  17, 1776. 
Powelson,  Henry,  app.  Feb.  11, 1776. 
McMichael,  John,  app.  April  8, 1776  ;  pro.  June  21, 1776. 
Shearer,  Robert,  app.  April  12, 1776. 
Sweeney,  James,  app.  Nov,  21, 1776. 
Men,  Samuel,  app.  July  12, 1776. 

PHvales. 
Ackert,  John.  Kuns,  George  {died  Aug.  6,    1776). 

Asaur,  Anthony.  Kuns,  Michael. 

Byel,  Jacob.  Labar,  Leonard. 

Bowerman,  Peter.  Labar,  Melchior. 

Boyer,  John.  Man,  John. 

Branthuwer,  Adam.  Man,  Lawrence. 

Crane,  Joaiah.  McMichael,  John    (pro.   April  8, 

Crist,  Butler.  1776). 

Cunningham,  Alexander.  Miller,  Christian. 

Daily,  Peter.  Miller,  Matthias. 

Darling,  John.  Mengas,  Conrad. 

Darling,  David.  Minon,  David, 

Davenport.  Jacob.  Mock,  John. 

Davia,  Evan  (Cookstown,   Tyrone      Morey,  Robert, 

Co.,  Ireland  ;  enl.  Jan,  7,  1776 ;      Mon,  Samuel  (pro.  July  13, 1776), 

missing  since    battle    at  Three      Nagle,  Leonard. 

Rivers,  June  8th  ;  paroled  Aug.      Ney,  Samuel. 

9, 1776).  Phass,  George. 

Davis,  John  (missing  since  battle      Powels,  Jacob. 

at  Three  Rivers,  June  8th).  Prang,  Stophel. 

Dieli,  Daniel.  Ramsey,  Thomas. 

Dobbs,  Thomas.  Busarch,  Conrad. 

Docker,  .lohn.  Beyley,  Daniel. 

Evans,  Evan,  Richards,  Jonathan, 

Fleek,  Peter  (wounded).  Rinker,  Abraham. 

Foulk,  Daniel,  Rogers,  Timothy. 

Freedley,  Henry.  Shaffer,  Thomas. 

Gangwer,  George.  Shannon,  John. 

Grimes,  Samuel  (missing  since  the      Shearer,  Henry. 

battle  of  Three  Rivers,  June  8,      Shearer,   Robert    (pro.    April    12, 

1776).  1776), 

Groob,  Philip.  Smith,  Peter. 

Hans,  Leonard.  Smith,  Philip. 

Hindman,  John.  Staudley,  Peter, 

Hirkie,  William.  Stinson,  David, 

Hoofinan,  Ludwig.  Sterner,  George. 

Horn,  Frederick,  Sweeney,    James    (pro,    Nov.    21, 

1776). 


Hubler,  John, 
Huntsman,  George. 
Jost,  Martin, 
Kautsman,  Nicholas. 
King,  Charles, 


Thompson,  James. 
Wilson,  Robert, 
Wise,  Jacob. 
Yiesly,  Felty. 


When  the  news  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence 
reached  Easton  it  was  determined  to  make  a  public 
demonstration,  which  was  accordingly  done  upon  the 
8th  of  July.  Capt.  Abraham  Labar's  company  pa- 
raded the  streets,  with  fife  and  drum  loudly  resound- 
ing and  colors  flying,  and  the  citizens  assembled  in 
the  court-house  to  hear  their  townsman,  Eobert 
Levers,  read  the  Declaration. 

After  the  evacuation  of  Boston  by  the  British  under 
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Howe,  in  March,  1776,  Washington,  apprehending 
that  New  York  was  the  objective-point  of  the  enemy, 
moved  there  with  the  whole  of  his  army  except  a  small 
force  sufficient  to  garrison  Boston.  But  his  entire 
army  was  lamentably  insufficient,  and  Congress  re- 
solved to  reinforce  the  commander-in-chief  with  thir- 
teen thousand  eight  hundred  militia,  ten  thousand  of 
whom  were  to  form  the  "  Flying  Camp."  Of  this 
militia  the  quota  of  Pennsylvania  was  six  thousand. 
The  matter  of  the  quotas  of  Pennsylvania  and  of  the 
different  counties  was  also  considered  at  the  confer- 
ence of  the  committee^  of  the  province,  held  at  Car- 
penters' Hall,  Philadelphia,  from  June  18th  to  the 
25th,  1776,  to  which  the  delegates  from  Northampton 
County  were  Robert  Levers,  Col.  Neigel  Gray,  John 
Weitzel,  David  Deshler,  Nicholas  Depue,  and  Ben- 
jamin Depue.  At  this  session  of  the  conference  the 
following  resolutions  were  passed  concerning  the 
organization  of  the  troops  ; 

"  BcBolved,  unanimously,  That  this  conference  do  recommend  to  the 
committees  and  associators  ^  of  this  province  to  emhody  4500  of  the  mili- 
tia, which,  with  the  1500  men  now  in  the  pay  of  this  province,  will  be 
the  quota  of  this  province,  as  required  by  Congress. 

"  Eeaolvedj  unanimously.  That  the  4500  militia  recommended  to  be 
raised  be  formed  into  six  battalions,  each  battalion  to  be  commanded  by 
one  colonel,  one  lieutenant-colonel,  one  major ;  the  staff  to  consist  of 
a  chaplain,  a  surgeon,  an  adjutant,  a  quartermaster,  and  a  surgeon's 
mate,  and  to  have  one  surgeon-major,  one  quartermaster-sergeant,  a 
drum-major,  and  a  fife.major,  and  to  he  composed  of  nine  companies, 
viz.:  eight  battalion  companies,  to  consist  of  a  captain,  two  lieutenants, 
one  ensign,  four  sergeants,  four  corporals,  a  drummer,  a  fifer,  and  sixty- 
six  privates  each,  and  one  rifle  company,  to  consist  of  a  captain,  three 
lieutenants,  four  sergeants,  four  corporals,  one  drummer,  one  fifer,  and 
eighty  privates." 

The  establishment  of  a  permanent  provincial  gov- 
ernment, and  the  holding  of  a  convention  for  the  pur- 
pose of  forming  the  same,  were  also  considered.  A 
resolution  was  passed  providing  that  all  who  were  en- 
titled to  vote  for  representatives  in  Assembly  should 
be  permitted  to  vote  for  delegates  to  the  convention 
after  taking  the  test-oath  of  allegiance  (should  it  be 
required).  The  judges  of  election  were  vested  with 
power  to  administer  the  oath.  Monday,  the  8th  of 
July,  was  appointed  as  the  time  for  holding  the 
election. 

Northampton  County  was  divided  into  four  election 
districts,  as  follows : 

The  First  District— 'Eaaton,  William,  Lower  Sau- 
con,  Bethlehem,  Forks,  Mount  Bethel,  Plainfield;  to 
be  held  at  Easton. 

The  Secmd  Z»i«fo-Jf<.— Northampton,  Salisbury,  Up- 
per Saucon,  Upper  Milford,  Macungie,  Weissenberg, 
Lynn,  Whitehall,  Heidelberg ;  to  be  held  at  Allen's 
Town. 

The  Third  District— Allen,  Moore,  Chestnut  Hill, 
Towamensing,  Penn,  Lehigh  ;  to  be  held  at  Peter 
Anthony's. 

The  Fourth  Disfrici!.— Hamilton,  Lower  Smithfield, 


1  The  term  "  associators"  was  adopted  to  designate  those  who  sub. 
scribed  to  the  test-oath  of  allegiance  to  the  provincial  government,  as 
prescribed  by  resolution  of  Congress.  Those  who  did  not  take  this  oath 
were  called  "  non-associators." 


Delaware,  Upper  Smithfield  ;  to  be  held  at  Nicholas 
Depue's. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  whole  of  the  present 
county  of  Lehigh,  except  Hanover,  was  included  in 
the  second  district.  The  judges  of  election  for  this 
district  were  David  Deshler,  George  Breinig,  and 
John  Gerhart. 

The  quota  of  Northampton  towards  the  formation 
of  the  Flying  Camp  was  three  hundred  and  forty-six, 
of  which  number,  it  is  said,  two  hundred  came  from 
the  territory  now  comprised  in  Lehigh  (though  that 
estimate  is  probably  too  high).  We  learn  from  the 
Bethlehem  Diary  that  on  the  80th  of  July,  1776, 
"  one  hundred  and  twenty  recruits  from  AUentown 
and  vicinity"  passed  through  that  place  on  their  way 
to  the  "  Flying  Camp  in  the  Jerseys.''  Some  of  these 
men  joined  the  company  of  Oapt.  John  Arndt,  of 
Baxter's  battalion,  which  early  in  August  joined 
Washington's  army  on  Long  Island,  and  participated 
in  the  battle  which  ensued  there  on  the  27th  of  that 
month,  and  which  resulted  so  disastrously  to  the  colo- 
nial troops.  The  company  sufiered  severely  in  this 
engagement,  and  also  in  that  at  Fort  Washington, 
Nov.  16,  1776.  Following  is  the  roll  of  the  company 
as  taken  at  Elizabethtown  the  day  after  the  battle : 


Capt.  John  Arndt. 
Robert  Scott. 
Elijah  Crawford. 


Daniel  Lewis. 
John  Middagh. 
John  McFerren. 
Eobert  Lyle. 
Jacob  Wagner. 
Samuel  McCracken. 
Henry  Fatzinger. 
Michael  Kehler. 
Henry  Wolf,  Jr. 
Isaac  Shoemaker. 
Daniel  Sehler. 
Christian  Stout. 
Benjamin  Depui. 


2d  Lieut.  Peter  Kichline. 


Philip  Arndt. 
Corporals. 

Peter  Richter. 
Jacob  Kichline. 


Frivaies, 


Alexander  Sylleman. 
Henry  Onangst. 
Adam  Yohe. 
James  Ferrill. 
Conrad  Smith. 
George  Essig. 
John  Keatler. 
Valentine  Yeut. 
Michael  Diet. 
John  Yent. 
James  Symonton. 
Jacob  Miller. 
Michael  Kress. 


Names  and  rank  of  those  killed  or  taken  prisoners 
on  Long  Island,  Aug.  27,  1776  : 


Andrew  Heister. 

Thomas  Sybert. 
Jacob  Dufford. 
Richard  Overfield. 
Joseph  Stout. 
Jacob  Weidkneoht. 
Martin  Derr. 
George  Fry. 
Matthias  Steittinger. 
Henry  Bush,  Sr. 
Peter  Beyer. 


Andrew  Keifer. 

Peter  Kern. 
Anthony  Frutcby. 
Peter  Lehr. 
Philip  Bosh. 
Peter  Fress. 
Barnet  Miller, 
Abraham  Peter. 
John  Harpel. 
Lawrence  Erb. 


Names  and  rank  of  those  killed  or  taken  prisoners 
at  Fort  Washington,  Nov.  16,  1776  : 


14 


HISTORY   OF  LEHIGH   COUNTY,  PENNSYLVANIA. 


Ist  Lieut,  Joseph  Martin. 
3d  Lieut.  Isaac  Sliimer. 


John  Wolf. 
Christian  Rodt. 
James  Hyndshaw. 
Jolin  KoSB. 
Jacoh  Andrews. 
John  Bush. 
Conrad  Bittenbender. 
Paul  Reiser. 
John  Shuck. 
Isaac  Berlin. 
FredericlE  Rieger. 
Jacob  Engler. 
Lewis  Collins. 
Joseph  Keller. 
William  Warrand. 
Tied.  Wilhelm. 
Henry  Wolf,  Sr. 


Drummer,  John  Arndt. 
Fifer,  Henry  AUshouse. 


Frederick  Wagner. 
Samuel  Correy. 
Henry  Frez. 
Henry  Bush,  Jr. 
Henry  Straup. 
Isaac  KooD. 
Christian  Harpel. 
Joseph  Minim. 
Henry  Weidknecht. 
Jacob  Traunfeeter. 
Adam  Weidknecht. 
Adam  Bortz. 
George  Edinger. 
Christian  Harpel. 
Jacob  Kreider. 
Joseph  Chass. 


Washington,  after  the  disastrous  battle  of  Harlem 
Heights,  retreated  across  the  North  River,  and  the 
army  marched  rapidly  through  the  State  of  New 
Jersey  by  way  of  Newark,  New  Brunswick,  Prince- 
ton, and  Trenton,  making  none  but  brief  and  neces- 
sary halts  until  Pennsylvania  soil  was  reached.  The 
Delaware  was  then  relied  upon  to  check  the  progress 
of  Cornwallis'  pursuing  forces.  The  General  Hospital 
had  been  located  at  Morristown,  N.  J.,  but  this 
retreat  made  it  necessary  to  remove  it  within  the  con- 
tracted lines  of  the  army.  The  town  of  Bethlehem, 
in  the  estimation  of  the  commander-in-chief,  was  the 
most  advantageous  location,  being  well  situated  and 
healthful,  and  far  enough  removed  from  the  front  to 
be  practically  secure  from  the  enemy.  In  pursuance 
of  Washington's  wish,  John  Warren,  general  surgeon 
to  the  Continental  Hospital,  sent  to  Bishop  Ettwein, 
spiritual  and  temporal  head  of  the  Moravians,  the 
following  communication : 

"  According  to  his  Excellency  General  Washing- 
ton's order,  the  General  Hospital  of  the  army  is 
removed  to  Bethlehem  ;  and  you  will  do  the  greatest 
act  of  humanity  by  immediately  providing  proper 
buildings  for  its  reception." 

The  express  bearing  this  notification  arrived  in 
Bethlehem  Dec.  3,  1776,  and  one  of  the  principal 
buildings  was  immediately  vacated  and  put  in  readi- 
ness for  the  sick  and  wounded  who  were  expected. 
When  the  first  two  hundred  and  fifty  human  wrecks 
of  war  arrived,  they  were  made  as  comfortable  as 
possible  under  the  circumstances.  They  were  entirely 
destitute  of  provisions,  and  it  was  three  days  before 
any  arrived.  During  that  time  the  benevolent  Mora- 
vians supplied  them  with  food  gratuitously. 

The  Moravians  at  Bethlehem  and  elsewhere  never 
turned  a  deaf  ear  to  the  cries  of  distressed  humanity. 
Their  position,  as  regarded  the  belligerents  in  the 
war  of  the  Eevolution,  was  one  of  strict  neutrality,  in 
full  accordance  with  their  long- established  principles, 
but  they  were  suspected  in  some  quarters  to  be  in 
sympathy  with  the  British.  One  of  the  men  high  in 
their  councils  said,  "  It  is  our  desire  to  live  at  peace 


with  all  men.  We  wish  well  to  the  country  in  which 
we  dwell.  Our  declining  to  exercise  in  the  use  of 
arms  is  no  new  thing,  nor  does  it  proceed  from  certain 
considerations,  being  a  fundamental  printyple  of  the 
Brethren's  Church,— a  point  of  conscience  which  our 
first  settlers  brought  with  them  into  this  province. 
We  never  have,  nor  will  ever,  act  inimically  to  this 
country;  we  will  do  nothing  against  its  peace  and 
interest,  nor  oppose  any  civil  rule  or  regulation  in 
the  province  or  country  wherein  we  dwell.  On  the 
other  hand,  we  will  submit  ourselves  in  all  things  in 
which  we  can  keep  a  good  conscience,  and  not  with- 
draw our  shoulders  from  the  common  burden." 

Not  only  were  these  people  under  the  suspicion  of 
many  of  the  settlers  in  Northampton  County,  but 
there  was  a  feeling  of  animosity  against  them  on  the 
part  of  some  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Ameri- 
can army.  It  was  therefore  with  a  feeling  of  some 
alarm  that  they  saw  troops  encamped  opposite  Beth- 
lehem on  the  night  of  Dec.  17,  1776.  For  some 
reason,  which  does  not  clearly  appear,  the  division  of 
Gen.  Lee,  then,  however,  under  the  command  of 
Gen.  Sullivan,  after  crossing  the  Delaware  in  the 
retreat  from  Fort  Washington,  had  moved  up  the 
Lehigh  as  far  as  the  Moravian  town.  Gen.  Lee  had 
been  captured  at  Basken  Ridge,  N.  J.,  and  he  had 
been  heard  to  say  at  the  time  that  if  ever  he  had 
opportunity  to  do  so  he  should  sack  the  town  of  Beth- 
lehem, for  he  believed  the  Moravian  people  inimical 
to  the  American  cause,  and  in  some  mysterious  way 
responsible  for  his  being  made  a  prisoner.  If  the 
citizens  of  Bethlehem,  however,  had  any  serious  fears, 
they  were  soon  dispelled,  for  Gen.  Sullivan  showed 
himself  to  be  their  friend,  and  uninfiuenced  by  the 
all  too-prevalent  hue  and  cry  against  them.  Gen. 
Gates,  too,  who  happened  to  be  at  the  town,  enter- 
tained a  very  high  regard  for  the  Moravians. 

While  the  chief  centres  of  operations  and  of  inter- 
est in  Northampton  County  were  Bethlehem  and 
Easton,  Allentown  (then  called  Northampton),  al- 
though a  comparatively  insignificant  hamlet  of  about 
three  hundred  and  fifty  population,  was  a  place  of 
some  importance  historically,  as  we  shall  show,  and 
was  frequently  mentioned  in  the  ofiicial  correspond- 
ence of  the  times.'  A  considerable  number  of  the 
Hessians  taken  prisoners  by  Washington  at  Trenton, 
on  Christmas,  1776,  were  brought  here  and  kept  for 
a  time  in  tents.  According  to  the  testimony  of  an 
old  citizen,''  the  camp  was  in  the  northern  part  of 
town,  probably  where  Gordon  Street  now  is.  Some 
of  these  mercenaries  settled  down  here  and  became 
free  citizens,  being  very  willing  to  give  up  soldier- 
lifo  when  they  had  opportunity.  At  a  later  period 
of  the  war  other  prisoners  were  brought  to  Allentown, 
and  also  some  of  the  American  soldiers  who  were 
sick  or  wounded,  to  be  nursed.     In  this  contingency 


1  Pennsylvania  Archives. 

s  From  the  AUentoum  Fi-iedembote. 
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the  only  church  in  town  was  temporarily  converted 
into  a  hospital. 

In  the  summer  of  1777  it  appears  that  Allentown 
was  the  centre  of  operations  for  the  formation  of  a 
wagon-brigade.  John  Arndt,  Esq.,  of  Easton,  writing 
under  date  of  July  9th,  to  Thomas  Wharton,  president 
of  the  Supreme  Council,  says,  "  On  June  26th,  as  many 
of  us  as  could  assembled  in  AUenstown,  and  elected 
Conrad  Kreider,  of  Allen  township,  wagon-master." 
On  July  5th,  Kreider  reported  that  there  were  in  the 
county  five  hundred  and  fifty  wagons.  In  this  same 
year  the  bells  of  Christ  Church,  Philadelphia,  were 
brought  here  for  concealment^  when  the  British  took 
possession  of  the  city,  and  the  Bethlehem  Diarij  says 
that  the  wagon  conveying  them  broke  down  in  the 
street  at  that  place. 

The  Bethlehem  Diary  of  Feb.  10,  1777,  says,  "  We 
have  been  informed  last  week  that  certain  militia  in 
the  neighborhood  of  Allentown  have  expressed  threats 
towards  Bethlehem  and  its  inhabitants."  This  threat 
was  doubtless  made  because  of  the  reputed  Tory,  or 
at  least  non-resistant,  spirit  of  its  people.  It  was  by 
reason  of  the  same  feeling  on  the  part  of  the  Ameri- 
cans that  they  refused  to  have  the  laboratory  for  the 
manufacture  of  cartridges  remain  in  Bethlehem,  and 
removed  it  to  Allentown,  Sept.  23,  1777.  After  this 
removal  works  were  also  established  here  for  repair- 
ing arms,  making  saddles,  and  other  articles  needed 
by  the  military.  These  works,  as  we  shall  duly  make 
it  appear,  were  quite  extensive.  One  Capt.  Stiles 
was  in  charge  of  the  stores,  tools,  and  arms,  and 
orders  upon  him  for  various  quantities  of  the  differ- 
ent articles  in  his  possession  were  frequently  given  to 
officers  needing  them  by  Col.  Benjamin  Flowers  and 
others. 

The  extreme  rigors  of  the  Revolution  were  felt 
among  the  workmen  at  Allentown,  as  they  were  by 
the  American  soldiers  and  artisans  employed  in  that 
war  almost  everywhere.  Under  date  of  Feb.  17, 1778, 
John  Wetzell,  lieutenant  at  Allentown,  wrote  to  the 
president  of  the  Executive  Council  at  Lancaster, 
"My  duty  demands  that  I  should  give  news  to  you 
of  a  new  order  received  yesterday,  viz.,  in  relation 
to  shortness  of  rations  issued  to  military  workers  and 
saddlers,  the  same  having  created  such  great  unrest 
among  the  workmen  that  they  concluded  to  give  up 
work.  A  conversation  with  David  Deshler  and  Fred. 
Hagener  made  them  more  content.  The  sub-lieuten- 
ants have  received  many  arms  to  be  repaired,  and  re- 
ceived yesterday  four  hundred  muskets,  and  more  are 
expected  daily.  The  quartermaster  writes  that  he 
wants  a  large  quantity  of  repaired  guns,  because  he 
is  expecting  new  militia  every  day,  as  well  as  militia 
of  this  county,  which  is  to  be  fully  equipped.  We 
have  decided  to  allow  former  rations  until  we  receive 
further  instructions.  Our  department  is  now  in  good 
order,  and  is  increased  every  day,  so  that  I  entertain 


1  Eupp,  quoting  E.  E.  Wright,  Esq. 


the  hope  to  obtain  the  necessary  workmen  to  finish 
our  labor." 

"  P.S. — The  rations  which  at  present  are  issued  are 
IJ  pounds  of  beef,  1.]  pounds  of  bread,  also  flour  and 
vegetables,  J  pint  of  rum  or  whiskey,  wood,  soap,  and 
candles." 

Lieut.-Com.  Cornelius  Sweers,  of  Lebanon,  writing 
to  Wharton,  May  4,  1778,  says,  "On  investigation  of 
the  stores  at  Allentown,  I  found  certain  barrels  and 
chests  containing  sail-cloth.  Since  we  are  in  imme- 
diate need  of  this  article,  I  asked  Capt.  Stiles  for  the 
same,  which  he  said  could  only  be  surrendered  on  an 
order  of  the  Council.  I  flatter  myself  that  you  will 
give  this  order,  as  Gen.  Washington  needs  the  same 
for  ordnance  wagons,  etc." 

The  quantity  of  arms  and  stores  repaired  and  in 
readiness  at  Allentown  was  reported  by  Sub-Lieut. 
Fred  Hagener  to  Wharton,  May  7,  1778,  as  follows: 

"800  mnskets  and  bayonets  with  scabbards. 
550  bayonet  belts. 
750  haversacks. 
45  shot  pouches. 
18  powder  flasks. 
400  knapsacks. 
75  blankets. 
25  tents. 

140  camp  kettles. 
31  rifles  (in  John  Tyler's  possession), 
150  muskets  (could  be  ready  May  20). 
"  These  guns  and  arms  are  in  good  coodition,  and  we  will  do  our  best 
to  make  others  ready  and  serve  our  country." 

On  July  20,  1778,  Richard  Peters,  in  the  name  of 
the  War  Ofiice,  informed  the  Vice-President  of  Penn- 
sylvania that  "the  condition  of  affairs  on  the  borders 
was  of  the  most  alarming  nature,  but  that  the  War 
Ofiice  had  done  everything  in  its  power  to  serve  out 
military  stores."  At  that  time  the  State  had  at  least 
twelve  thousand  stands  of  arms  at  Allentown  await- 
ing orders  to  be  issued  to  the  militia.  This  serves  to 
show  that  Allentown  was  at  this  period  extraordina- 
rily active  in  the  cause  of  liberty.  Its  people,  and 
those  of  the  surrounding  country,  were  almost  without 
exception  intensely  patriotic. 

Among  the  most  actively  patriotic  citizens  of  the 
county  of  Northampton  were  David  Deshler,"  of  Al- 
lentown, and  Capt.  John  Arndt,'  of  Easton,  both  of 
whom  advanced  money  to  the  provincial  government 
when  the  public  treasury  was  empty,  and  that  too  at 
a  time  when  the  prospect  of  its  being  returned  was 
not  very  bright.  They  both  labored  with  unflagging 
zeal  to  promote  the  welfare  of  the  public  cause  and 
to  fill  the  quota  of  the  county,  as  required  by  the  acts 
of  Congress  and  the  Provincial  Assembly.  We  have 
already  exhibited  proof  of  Deshler's  great  influence 

2  He  was  the  son  of  Adam  Deshler,  of  ■Whitehall,  who  acted  as  com- 
missary for  the  Provincial  troops  in  the  Indian  war  beginning  in  1755. 
(See  chapter  on  the  city  of  Allentown.) 

3  Capt,  John  Arndt,  after  passing  through  the  disastrous  campaign 
of  1776,  returned  to  Easton,  crippled  and  broken  in  health  from  the 
wound  he  had  received  in  the  battle  of  Long  Island  and  from  the  hard- 
ships he  had  passed  through.  Notwithstanding,  he  declined  to  ask  for 
the  pension  which  the  law  would  have  given  him. 
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in  quelling  the  mutinous  feeling  which  broke  out 
among  the  artisans  engaged  in  the  Allentown  shops 
for  the  manufacture  of  cartridges  and  the  repair  of 
arms.  Deshler  and  Arndt  were  appointed  commissa- 
ries, and  in  that  capacity  performed  most  valuable  ser- 
vices, which  they  were  enabled  to  do  fully  as  much 
through  their  wide  acquaintance  and  popularity  with 
the  farmers  as  by  their  business  ability.  Such  in- 
stances were  not  by  any  means  rare.  In  fact,  the  ma- 
jority of  the  people,  sustained  by  a  pure  patriotism,  did 
all  in  their  power  to  advance  the  cause  of  the  colonies. 
Most  of  the  farmers  voluntarily  came  forward  and 
sold  to  the  commissaries  and  their  purchasing  agents 
their  cattle  and  produce,  receiving  only  the  depre- 
ciated Continental  currency,  when  they  might  have 
transferred  them  to  the  British  agents  for  gold. 

But  while  the  majority  were  loyal,  there  were  of 
course  some  exceptions  to  the  rule,  men  in  whom  the 
mercenary  was  stronger  than  the  patriotic  feeling,  and 
who  for  gain  surreptitiously  sold  their  grain  and  corn 
and  live-stock  to  merchants  in  Philadelphia  and  else- 
where engaged  in  supplying  the  enemy  with  provis- 
ions. To  prevent  the  British  from  purchasing  cattle 
or  breadstuffs  in  the  province  of  Pennsylvania  the 
Assembly  passed  an  act,  Jan.  2,  1778,  "  to  prevent 
forestalling  and  regrating,  and  to  encourage  fair  deal- 
ing," the  principal  object  of  which  was  to  deter  all 
persons  from  making  purchases  (especially  of  cattle) 
from  the  farmers  except  those  to  whom  permits  were 
granted.  One,  John  Peter  Miller,  of  Macungie  town- 
ship, could  not  resist  the  temptation  of  securing  British 
gold  by  evading  this  law,  and  was  prosecuted  under 
it  in  the  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions  of  Northampton 
County.  The  entry  of  the  case  on  the  docket  was  as 
follows:  "The  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  vs. 
John  Peter  Miller,  of  Macungie,  For  purchasing  a 
number  of  cattle  without  a  permit  to  do  so,  contrary 
to  an  act  of  the  General  Assembly  to  prevent  fore- 
stalling and  regrating,  and  a  complaint  lodged  by 
Mich'el  Shaefer,  committee  man  of  Macungy  town- 
ship." Miller  was  brought  before  Justice  Robert 
Levers,  Sept.  3,  1779,  and  was  bound  over  to  the  next 
term  of  the  General  Quarter  Sessions,  being  admitted 
to  bail  in  the  sum  of  one  thousand  pounds,  one-half 
secured  by  John  Peter  Miller,  farmer  of  Upper  Mil- 
ford,  and  two  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  each  by  Peter 
Miller,  farmer  of  Macungie,  and  Peter  Fox,  tailor  of 
the  same  township. 

The  necessities  of  the  American  army  were  often- 
times very  great  and  urgent,  and  cattle  became  so 
scarce  through  the  frequent  levies  made  on  the  whole 
country  that  most  families  had  to  do  without  meat. 
Tallow  was  as  a  matter  of  course  equally  scarce,  and 
the  people  in  many  instances  had  recourse  to  a  bush 
called  the  candle-berry-bush  to  obtain  the  material 
for  candles.  The  stems  and  twigs  of  this  bush,  cut  in 
small  fragments,  were  boiled  in  a  kettle,  when  a  pe- 
culiar wax  or  grease  arose  to  the  surface,  which  was 
carefully  skimmed  off,  and  when  a  sufficient  amount 


was  procured,  formed  into  candles  by  dipping  or 
moulding.  The  candles  were  of  a  delicate  green  color, 
and  gave  a  pale  but  clear  light.  This  serves  as  a  fair 
illustration  of  the  expedients  to  which  the  people 
were  driven  to  provide  the  commonest  necessities 
An  extreme  scarcity  of  salt  was  a  more  serious  depri- 
vation during  Revolutionary  times  than  would  at  first 
be  imagined.  It  brought  from  eight  to  twenty  dollars 
per  bushel,  and  oftentimes  was  not  to  be  had  for  any 
price.  A  plant  of  the  fern  species  was  used  by  many 
families  as  a  substitute,  but  poorly  answered  the  pur- 
pose, though  it  made  meat  and  vegetables  more  savory 
and  palatable  than  they  would  be  without  its  applica- 
tion. 

The  asperity  of  life  during  the  Revolution  in  what 
is  now  Lehigh  County,  and  throughout  the  whole  of 
the  great  territory  of  old  Northampton,  as  well  as  in 
other  portions  of  the  province,  was  very  great,  and  the 
imagination  with  all  of  the  aids  of  fact  fails  to  draw 
an  adequate  picture  of  it.  Added  to  privation  the 
most  severe,  there  was  in  the  latter  years  of  the  war 
period  the  haunting  fear  that  the  war-whoop  of  the 
red  allies  of  the  British  would  be  heard  in  the  settle- 
ments, and  scenes  of  savage  butchery  follow,  which 
would  be  illumined  by  the  lurid  glare  of  burning 
cabins. 

Nor  was  this  fear  a  groundless  one.  The  confederated 
Six  Nations,  which  had  been  induced  by  the  English 
to  take  the  war-path  against  the  Americans  during 
the  year  1777,  committed  great  ravages  in  the  State 
of  New  York,  and  in  1778  they  determined  to  make  a 
murderous  foray  into  Pennsylvania,  with  the  especial 
object  of  striking  the  settlements  on  the  two  branches 
of  the  Susquehanna,  which  were  left  in  an  almost 
defenseless  condition  through  the  departure  of  their 
patriotic  men  for  the  army.  The  Wyoming  settle- 
ment was  very  naturally  the  object  of  the  English- 
men's especial  hatred,  because  of  the  devotion  its 
people  had  shown  to  the  cause  of  liberty;  and  it  was 
easily  accessible  by  the  North  Branch  of  the  Susque- 
hanna. Late  in  June  there  descended  that  stream, 
under  command  of  Col.  John  Butler,  a  force  of  eleven 
hundred  men,  four  hundred  of  whom  were  Tory 
rangers  and  regular  soldiers  of  Sir  John  Johnson, 
Royal  Greens,  with  seven  hundred  Indians,  chiefly 
Senecas.  Jenkin's  fort  capitulated,  and  Winter- 
moot's  (which,  as  was  afterwards  learned,  was  built 
to  aid  the  incursions  of  the  Tories)  at  once  opened 
its  gates  to  the  invading  host.  At  Wyoming  were 
several  so-called  forts,  mere  stockades,  in  no  one  of 
which  was  there  a  cannon  or  an  adequate  garrison,  the 
arms-bearing  men  nearly  all  being  absent,  as  has  here- 
tofore been  stated.  Col.  Zebulon  Butler,  who  happened 
to  be  at  Wyoming,  took  command  by  invitation  of  the 
people,  and  the  little  band,  consisting  chiefly  of  old 
men  and  boys,  with  a  handful  of  undisciplined  militia, 
against  whom  eleven  hundred  warriors  had  marched, 
made  as  heroic  a  stand  as  the  world  ever  saw.  On  the 
3d  of  July  they  marched  out  to  meet  and  fight  the 
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enemy,  for  a  safe  retreat  with  their  families  was 
impossible,  and  surrender  seems  never  to  have  been 
thought  of.  It  is  beyond  our  province  in  this  work 
to  describe  the  uneven  battle  and  the  slaughter  which 
ensued.  Suffice  it  to  say  that  the  brave  defenders, 
about  four  hundred  in  number,  were  defeated  by  the 
assailing  force,  outnumbering  them  by  nearly  three  to 
one.  Then  followed  the  horrible  massacre,  a  carni- 
val of  murder  and  torture  performed  by  fiends.  But 
who  is  there  who  knows  not  Wyoming?  Who  that 
does  not  shudder  at  the  recall  of  that  name '?  Of  four 
hundred  men  who  went  into  battle,  but  sixty  escaped 
the  fury  of  the  Indians.  That  bloody  day  made  one 
hundred  and  fifty  widows  and  six  hundred  orphans 
in  the  valley.  And  now  the  Wyoming  Valley  is  a 
scene  of  pastoral  quiet  and  loveliness,  as  if  in  recom- 
pense for  the  dark  deeds  done,  the  Creator  had 
breathed  upon  the  bosom  of  nature  the  benison  of 
eternal  peace. 

The  massacre  of  Wyoming  thrilled  the  world  with 
horror.  What,  then,  must  have  been  the  feeling  of 
those  people  who  had  reason  to  think  they  might  at 
any  hour  meet  with  the  same  fate  which  had  ex- 
tinguished the  lives  of  the  four  hundred  settlers  in 
the  beautiful  valley?  The  whole  border  was  filled 
with  the  wildest  alarm,  and  a  fever  of  fear  took  pos- 
session of  the  people  even  as  far  down  the  country  as 
Bethlehem  and  Easton.  Fortunately,  no  great  raid 
southward  was  undertaken  by  the  Indians,  and  their 
subsequent  atrocities,  committed  by  small  bands,  were 
confined  to  the  region  north  of  the  Blue  Ridge,  and 
were  similar  in  character  to  the  capture  of  the  Gil- 
bert family  and  some  other  occurrences  which  are  re- 
lated in  the  history  of  Carbon  County.  Gen.  Sulli- 
van's expedition  in  1779  quieted  the  Indians  by 
creating  in  them  a  wholesome  fear  of  the  military, 
and  the  effective  blows  which  he  struck  forever  de- 
stroyed the  Iroquois  confederacy.  The  danger,  how- 
ever, was  not  entirely  passed,  and  two  companies  of 
rangers  were  maintained  in  Northampton  County  for 
the  protection  of  her  people  during  1781  and  the  fol- 
lowing year.  One  of  these  was  Capt.  Philip  Shraw- 
der's  Pennsylvania  Rangers,  and  the  other  Capt.  Jo- 
hannes Van  Etten's  Volunteers,  a  body  of  veterans 
who  had  been  in  the  field  in  1777,  and  had  fought  at 
the  Brandywine. 

After  1778  the  battle-line  was  broken,  and  swept 
away  from  the  Delaware  to  the  north  and  the  south, 
to  the  highlands  around  New  York  and  the  Carolina 
swamps.  The  lull  of  quiet  had  fallen  upon  busy 
Bethlehem,  which  DeKalb  had  once  thought  of  forti- 
fying. Washington  and  Lafayette,  "  Mad  Anthony" 
Wayne,  Sullivan,  and  many  other  heroes  of  the  war, 
John  Hancock,  Samuel  Adams,  Richard  Henry  Lee, 
Henry  Laurens,  John  Adams,  and  a  host  of  other 
civil  leaders,  who  had  sojourned  at  the  Moravian 
town,  were  engaged  in  their  labors  as  soldiers  and 
statesmen  in  other  localities ;  the  drum's  wild  roll  and 
the  tramp  of  armies  no  more  resounded  by  the  Le- 
2 


high,  and  only  the  news  of  the  distant  battle  came 
occasionally  to  arouse  the  dwellers  in  the  region 
which  had  been  for  two  years  a  centre  of  war  planning 
and  of  war  activity.  A  condition  of  comparative 
peace  had  come  to  the  people,  a  sense  of  partial  se- 
curity, which  was  made  complete  at  the  close  of  the 
war,  when,  although  left  in  poverty  in  common  with 
the  citizens  of  all  the  colonies,  they  enjoyed  liberty 
and  stood  upon  the  threshold  of  a  greater  and  truer 
prosperity  than  the  most  sanguine  had  ever  imagined 
could  be  theirs. 


CHAPTER    IV. 

PRIES'    REBELLION. 
The  Trial  of  John  Fries  and  his  Followers  for  High  Treason. 

The  first  occurrence  of  unusual  character  which 
broke  the  calm  and  monotonous  current  of  affairs  in 
the  region  of  which  we  write,  after  the  close  of  the 
Revolution,  was  that  organized  opposition  to  law 
which  has  variously  been  called  "  Fries'  Rebellion," 
the  "Milford  Rebellion,"  the  "  Hot- Water  War,"  and 
the  "  House-Tax  War."  This  opposition  to  Federal 
authority  reached  its  height  in  1798  and  1799.  The 
theatre  of  its  action  centring  in  Milford  township, 
Bucks  Co.,  included  Bucks,  Northampton,  and  Mont- 
gomery, and  a  large  proportion  of  its  scenes  were 
enacted  in  the  territory  which  constitutes  Lehigh. 

Shortly  after  the  inauguration  of  John  Adams  as 
President  of  the  United  States,  on  March  4,  1797,  a 
number  of  acts  were  passed  by  Congress,  and  ap- 
proved by  the  Executive,  which,  by  many  of  the  people 
of  the  country,  were  regarded  as  obnoxious.  Among 
these  were  the  alien  and  sedition  laws,  and  another 
known  as  the  house-tax  law.  The  latter,  which  was 
looked  upon  as  especially  unjust  and  burdensome  by 
a  portion  of  the  people  of  Eastern  Pennsylvania, 
contained  a  provision  directing  the  assessors  to  meas- 
ure, count,  and  register  the  panes  of  glass  in  each  and 
every  house,  and  make  their  number  and  size  the 
basis  of  a  direct  tax  for  government  revenue.  This 
tax  led  to  what  we  shall  hereafter  uniformly  designate 
as  Fries'  Rebellion,  which  was  by  no  means  the  first 
revolt  caused  by  taxation  in  the  United  States.' 

The  insurrectionary  movement  against  the  house 
tax  of  1798  broke  out  in  Milford  township,  Bucks 
Co.,  in  the  fall  of  the  year.  The  head  and  front  of  it 
was  John  Fries,^  who  had  as  his  trusty  lieutenants 

1  Shay's  Kebellion,  in  Massachusetts,  was  the  first  organized  opposi- 
tion to  Federal  law,  and  was  much  more  serious  in  its  consequences 
than  that  which  we  here  have  to  consider.  The  Whiskey  Insurrection 
in  Pennsylvania  (chiefly  confined  to  Washington  and  Fayette  Counties) 
arose  from  taxation  in  1794,  and  was  not  so  easily  quelled  by  any  means 
as  Fries' so-called  rebellion. 

2  John  Fries  was  born  in  Hatfield  township,  Montgomery  Co.,  about 
1750,  married  Mary  Brunner,  of  White  Marsh,  at  the  age  of  twenty, 
and  five  years  later  removed  to  Milford,  Bucks  Co.,  where  he  built  a 
house  on  the  land  of  Joseph  Galloway,  at  Boggy  Creek.    At  the  time  of 
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Frederick  Heany  and  John  Getman.  The  opposition 
of  Fries  and  his  followers  to  the  tax  prevented  all 
assessments  in  Milford  township,  and  they  were  given 
up.  The  insurrection  also  extended  into  Northamp- 
ton County  (the  region  now  embraced  by  its  limits, 
and  that  also  within  the  bounds  of  Lehigh),  where 
the  assessors  were  chased  from  one  township  to  an- 
other, and  effectually  deterred  by  the  fear  of  physical 
ill  treatment,  and  even  worse  consequences,  from  car- 
rying out  the  duties  for  which  they  were  elected.  It 
is  said  that  the  resistants  of  the  tax  assembled  in 
parties  of  fifty  or  sixty,  and  that  most  of  them  were 
well  armed.  Fries  usually  carried  a  large  horse- 
pistol,  and  accoutred  himself  in  semi-military  style, 
for  he  had  been  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  war, 
and  had  considerable  knowledge  of  war  manoeuvres 
as  well  as  martial  spirit.  The  system  of  terrorism 
was  carried  on  with  a,  high  hand,  but  at  length  it  re- 
ceived a  check.  One  Nichols,  who  was  a  marshal  of 
Northampton,  had  the  hardihood  when  he  knew  that 
Fries  was  absent,  to  serve  warrants  on  seventeen  of  his 
known  adherents  and  take  them  for  imprisonment  to 
Bethlehem.  Some  were  released  on  bail,  but  several 
were  retained  in  custody.  This  was  about  the  1st  of 
March,  1799,  and  it  was  upon  the  6th  that  the  re- 
doubtable Fries  learned  what  had  been  done.  He  at 
once  formed  a  resolution  to  rescue  his  adherents  from 
the  officers  of  the  law.  He  drew  up  a  strong  agree- 
ment, which  the  members  of  his  band  signed,  pledg- 
ing themselves  to  stand  by  the  leader  until  his  purpose 
was  accomplished. 

On  the  morning  of  the  7th  they  marched  to  Beth- 
lehem, about  one  hundred  and  forty  strong,  bearing 
arms  of  almost  every  variety,  and  forming  almost  as 
motley  a  throng  as  an  old-time  Western  company  of 
"  corn-stalk  militia.''  They  were  a  determined  band, 
however,  and  they  were  inspired  not  alone  by  fife  and 
drum,  but  by  the  words  of  a  man  who  had  in  him  the 
elements  of  a  leader.  They  surrounded  the  "Sun" 
Tavern,  where  the  prisoners  were  confined,  and  Fries 
boldly  demanded  of  the  marshal  that  they  should  be 
released.  After  a  slight  show  of  resistance,  this 
demand  was  acdeded  to,  and  his  object  thus  being 
accomplished.  Fries  rode  away  in  exultation,  his 
supporters  following.  This  bold  act  came  very  near 
costing  the  leader  and  some  others  their  lives,  for 
news  of  the  open  rebellion  coming  to  the  President, 
he  sent  an  armed  force  to  re-establish  order  in  North- 
ampton and  Bucks  Counties.  Several  companies 
marched  from  Lancaster,  April  1,  1799,  wending  their 
way   toward  the  scenes   of  disturbance  by  way   of 


the  outbreak  he  lived  in  a  log  house  on  a  lot  tliat  belonged  to  William 
Edwards,  on  the  Sumneytown  road.  He  had  served  in  the  Revolution- 
ary army.  "  He  was  a  man  of  good  mind,"  says  Gen.  W.  H.  H.  Davis,  in 
his  "  History  of  Bucks  County,"  '*  but  had  received  only  the  rudiments 
of  an  education.  He  talked  well,  and  possessed  a  rude  eloquence  that 
swayed  the  multitude.  His  character  was  good,  and  he  stood  well 
among  his  neighbors,  lie  learned  the  cooper's  trade,  but  followed  the 
occupation  of  a  vendue  crier."    He  died  about  1820. 


Reading  (where  also  considerable  opposition  to  the 
tax  had  been  manifested). 

Fries  had  no  disposition  to  meet  these  soldiers,  and 
so  went  into  hiding.  About  one  month,  however, 
from  the  time  he  had  boldly  marched  into  Bethlehem 
•and  intimidated  the  marshal  and  his  aids,  he  was 
captured  in  a  swamp  near  Bunker  Hill,  on  the  farm 
of  John  Keichline.  His  hiding-place  had  been 
betrayed  by  a  little  dog  called  "  Whiskey,"  which 
followed  him  everywhere.  He  was  completely  crest- 
fallen, and  unresistingly  allowed  himself  to  be  taken 
by  his  captors  to  that  confinement  from  which  he 
should  only  emerge  to  stand  trial  for  treason,  the 
penalty  of  which  was  death. 

On  the  1.5th  of  May,  1799,  Mr.  Sitgreaves,  of  Eas- 
ton,  opened  the  trial  on  the  part  of  the  United  States. 
Following  are  extracts  from  his  speech,^  which  give 
quite  a  detailed  history  of  the  "  rebellion"  : 

"It  will  appear,  gentlemen,  from  the  testimony  which  will  be  pre- 
sented to  you,  that  during  the  latter  months  of  the  year  1798  discords 
prevailed  to  an  enormous  extent  throughout  a  large  portion  of  the 
counties  of  Bucks,  Northampton,  and  Montgomery,  and  that  consider- 
able difficulties  attended  the  assessors  for  the  direct  tax  in  the  execu- 
tion of  tlieir  duties, — that  in  several  townships  associations  of  the  people 
were  actually  formed  in  order  to  prevent  the  persons  charged  with  the 
execution  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States  from  performing  their  duty, 
and  more  particularly  to  prevent  the  assessors  from  measuring  the 
houses.  This  opposition  was  made  at  many  public  township  meetings 
called  for  the  purpose.  In  many  instances  resolutions  in  wiiting  were 
entered  into,  solemnly  forewarning  the  officers,  and  many  times  accom- 
panied by  threats.  Not  only  so,  but  discontents  prevailed  to  such  a  height 
that  even  the  friends  of  the  governmeut  were  completely  suppressed  by 
menaces  against  any  who  should  assist  those  officers  in  their  duty; 
repeated  declarations  were  made,  both  at  public  as  well  as  private  meet- 
ings, that  if  any  person  should  be  arrested  by  the  civil  authority,  such 
arrest  would  be  followed  by  the  rising  of  tlie  people,  in  opposition  to 
that  authority,  for  the  purpose  of  rescuing  such  prisoners  ;  indefatigable 
pains  were  taken  by  those  charged  with  the  execution  of  the  laws  to 
calm  the  fears  and  remove  the  misapprehensions  of  the  infatuated 
people ;  for  this  purpose  they  read  and  explained  the  law  to  them,  and 
informed  them  that  they  were  misled  into  the  idea  tiiat  the  law  was 
not  actually  in  force,  for  that  it  actually  was  ;  at  tlie  same  time  warning 
them  of  the  consequences  which  would  ilow  from  opposition  ;  and  this 
was  accompanied  by  promises  that  eveu  their  most  capricious  wishes 
would  be  gratified  on  their  obedience.  The  favor  was  in  many  instances 
granted,  that  where  any  opposition  was  made  to  any  certain  person 
executing  the  office  of  assessor,  another  should  be  substituted.  In 
some  townships  proposals  were  made  for  people  to  choose  for  themselves; 
but  notwithstanding  this  aceommodatingofferthe  opposition  coutinued. 
The  consequences  were  actual  opposition  and  resistance  ;  in  some  parts 
violence  was  actually  used,  and  the  assessors  were  taken  and  imprisoned 
by  armed  parties,  and  in  other  parties  mobs  assembled  to  compel  them 
either  to  deliver  up  their  papers  or  to  resign  their  commissions  ;  that  in 
some  instances  they  were  threatened  with  bodily  harm,  so  that  in  those 
parts  the  obnoxious  law  remained  unexecuted  in  consequence.  The 
state  of  insurrection  and  rebellion  had  arisen  to  such  a  height  it 
became  necessary  to  compel  the  execution  of  the  laws,  and  warrants 
were  in  consequence  issued  against  certain  persons  and  served  upon 
them  ;  in  some  instances  during  the  execution  of  that  duty  the  marahal, 
met  witli  insult  and  almost  with  violence  ;  having,  however,  got  nearly 
the  whole  of  the  warrants  served,  he  appointed  headquarters  for  those 
prisoners  in  rendezvous  at  Bethlehem,  where  some  of  them  were  to 
enter  bail  for  their  appearance  in  the  city  and  othcK  were  to  come  to 
the  city  in  custody  for  trial. 

"  On  ttie  day  thus  appointed  for  the  prisoners  to  meet,  and  when  a  num- 
ber of  them  had  actually  assembled  agreeably  to  appointment,  a  number 
of  parties  in  arms,  beth  horse  and  foot,  more  than  a  hundred  men,  ac- 
coutred with  all  their  military  apparatus,  commanded  in  some  instances 


1  It  was  reported  in  short-hand  and  published  at  Philadelphia  in  1800. 
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by  til  eir  proper  officers,  marched  to  Be  tblehem,  collected  before  th  e  house 
in  which  were  the  marshal  and  prisoners,  whom  they  demanded  to  be 
delivered  up  to  them,  and  In  consequence  of  refusal  they  proceeded  to 
act  very  little  short  of  actual  hostility ;  so  that  the  marshal  deemed  it 
prudent  to  accede  to  their  demands,  and  the  prisoners  were  liberated. 

"This,  gentlemen,  is  the  history  of  the  insurrection.  I  shall  now 
state  to  you  the, part  which  the  unfortunate  prisoner  at  the  bar 
took  in  those  hostile  transactions.  The  prisoner  is  an  inhabitant  of 
Lower  Milford,  Bucks  County.  Some  time  in  February  last  a  public 
meeting  was  held  at  the  house  of  one  John  Kline,  in  that  township,  to 
consider  this  house  tax  ;  at  th.tt  meeting  certain  resolutions  were  en- 
tered into  and  a  paper  signed  (we  have  endeavored  to  trace  this  paper 
so  as  to  produce  it  to  the  court  and  jury,  but  have  failed).  This  paper 
was  signed  by  fifty-two  persons,  and  committed  to  the  hands  of  one  of 
their  number.  John  Fries  was'  present  at  this  meeting,  and  assisted  in 
drawing  up  the  paper,  at  which  time  his  expressions  against  this  law 
were  extremely  violent,  and  he  threatened  to  shoot  one  of  the  assessors, 
Mr.  Foulke,  through  the  legs,  if  he  proceeded  to  assess  the  houses ;  again 
theprisoner  at  a  vendue  threatened  another  of  the  assessors,  Mr.  S.  Clark, 
that  if  he  attempted  to  go  on  with  the  assessment,  he  should  be  com- 
mitted to  an  old  stable  and  there  fed  on  rotten  corn.  The  assessor  in 
Lower  Milford  was  intimidated  so  as  to  decline  making  the  assessments, 
and  the  principal  assessors,  together  with  three  other  assessors,  were 
obliged  to  go  into  that  township  to  execute  the  law.  At  the  house  of 
Mr.  Jacob  Fries,  on  the  5th  of  March,  Mr.  Chapman,  the  assessor,  met 
with  the  prisoner,  who  declared  his  determination  not  to  submit,  but  to 
oppose  the  law,  and  said  that  by  next  morning  he  could  raise  seven  hun- 
dred men  in  opposition  to  it. 

"  On  the  morning  of  the  next  day  twenty  or  more  of  them  met  at  the 
bouse  of  Conrad  Marks  in  arms.  John  Fries  was  armed  with  a  sword 
and  had  a  feather  in  his  hat.  On  the  road,  as  they  went  forward,  they 
were  met  by  young  Marks,  who  told  them  they  might  as  well  turn 
about,  for  the  Northampton  people  were  strong  enough  to  do  the  busi- 
ness witliout  those  from  Bucks  County.  Some  were  so  inclined  to  do, 
but  at  the  instance  of  Fries  and  some  others  they  did  go  forward,  and 
actually  proceeded  to  Bethlehem.  Before  the  arrival  of  these  troops,  a 
party  going  on  the  same  business  had  stopped  at  the  bridge  near  Beth- 
lehem, where  they  were  met  by  a  deputation  from  the  marshal,  to 
advise  them  to  return  home  ;  they  agreed  to  halt  there,  and  send  three 
of  their  number  to  declare  to  the  marshal  their  demand.  During  this 
period  Fries  and  his  party  came  up,  but  it  appears  when  they  came 
Fries  took  the  party  actually  over  the  bridge,  and  he  arranged  the  toll 
and  ordered  them  to  proceed.  With  respect  to  the  proof  of  the  proceed- 
ings at  Bethlehem  it  cannot  be  mistaken ;  he  was  the  leading  man,  and 
he  appeared  to  enjoy  the  command.  AVith  the  consent  of  his  people  he 
demanded  the  prisoners  of  the  marshal,  and  when  that  ofBcer  told  him 
that  he  could  not  surrender  them,  except  they  were  taken  from  him  by 
force,  and  produced  his  warrant  for  taking  them,  the  prisoner  then 
harangued  his  party  of  the  honse,  and  explained  to  them  the  necessity 
of  using  force  ;  and  that  you  should  not  mistake  his  design  we  will 
prove  to  yon  that  he  declared  that  was  the  third  day  which  he  had  been 
out  on  this  expedition  ;  that  he  had  had  a  skirmish  the  day  before,  and  if 
the  piisoners  were  not  released  he  should  have  another  to-day.  *  Now 
you  observe,'  resumed  he,  *  that  force  is  necessary,  but  you  must  obey  my 
orders.  We  will  not  go  without  taking  the  prisoners.  But  take  my 
orders:  you  must  not  fire  first;  you  must  be  first  fired  upon,  and  when 
I  am  gone  you  must  do  as  well  as  you  can,  as  I  expect  to  be  the  first 
man  who  falls.*  He  further  declared  to  the  marshal  that  they  would 
fire  till  n  cloud  of  smoke  prevented  them  from  seeing  each  other  and 
executing  the  ofBce  of  command  of  the  troops,  which  at  that  time  over- 
awed the  marshal  and  his  attendants ;  he  harangued  the  troops  to  obey 
his  orders,  which  they  did.  The  marshal  was  really  intimidated  to  lib- 
erate the  prisoneis,  and  then  the  object  vas  accomplished,  and  the  party 
dispersed  amid  the  huzzas  of  the  insurgents.  After  this  affair  at  Beth- 
lehem, the  prisoner  frequently  avowed  his  opposition  to  the  law,  and 
justified  that  outrage ;  and  when  a  meeting  was  afterwards  held  at 
Lower  Milford  to  choose  assessors  the  prisoner  refused  his  assent,  and 
appeared  as  violent  as  ever." 

Most  of  the  foregoing  charges  were  proved  with  a 
variety>of  other  details,  and  John  Fries  was  convicted 
of  the  crime  of  high  treason  and  sentenced  to  death. 
A  new  trial  was  granted,  of  which  the  result  was  pre- 
cisely the  same ;  but  the  prisoner  was  pardoned  by 
President  Adams.    Upon  his  release  Fries  returned  to 


his  home  and  resumed  the  occupation  of  vendue  crier, 
which  he  had  long  followed.  He  had  no  longer  a 
taste  for  violent  rebellion,  and  his  remaining  years 
were  passed  in  a  quiet  and  law-abiding  manner.  He 
died  about  1820,  having  passed  the  allotted  age  of 
threescore  and  ten. 

His  lieutenants,  Heany  and  Getman,  were  also  tried 
and  convicted  of  the  crime  of  high  treason,  but  neither 
of  them  received  sentence  of  death.  About  thirty 
others  who  were  implicated  in  the  rebellion  were  tried, 
and  most  of  them  convicted  and  punished  by  the  im- 
position of  fines  or  short  terms  of  imprisonment. 

Among  the  disaflfected  who  had  been  taken  prisoners 
by  the  marshal  and  rescued  by  the  insurgents  was 
one  Jacob  Eyerman,  a  German  preacher,  who  had  not 
long  been  in  this  country.  He  seems  to  have  exerted 
nearly  as  great  an  influence  as  Fries  in  stirring  up  the 
people  in  Bucks  County.  When  he  was  tried,  one  of 
the  assessors  testified  that  while  he  was  on  the  round 
of  his  duty  in  Chestnut  Hill  township,  Eyerman 
"  came  in  and  began  to  rip  out  in  a  violent  manner 
against  this  taxation,  saying  that  Congress  had  made, 
laws  which  were  unjust,  and  that  the  people  need  not 
take  up  with  them ;  if  they  did,  all  kinds  of  laws 
would  follow  ;  but  if  they  would  not  put  up  with  this, 
they  need-  not  with  those  that  would  come  after,  be- 
cause it  was  a  free  country ;  but  in  case  the  people 
admitted  of  those  laws,  they  would  certainly  be  put 
under  great  burdens."  He  said  also  that  "  Congress 
and  the  government  only  made  such  laws  to  rob  the 
people,  and  that  they  were  nothing  but  a  parcel  of 
damned  rogues,  or  'spitz  bube'  (highwaymen  or' 
thieves)." 

Eyerman,  who  had  fled  to  New  York  State  after  the 
rescue,  was  followed  and  brought  back,  and  the  trial  in 
which  the  foregoing  evidence  was  elicited  was  held 
before  William  Henry,  of  Nazareth.  He  was  sen- 
tenced to  be  imprisoned  one  year,  pay  fifty  dollars 
fine,  and  give  security  for  his  good  behavior  for  one 
year  after  release  from  confinement. 

"All  the  German  population  of  Northampton 
County,"  says  a  good  authority,^  "  were  more  or  less 
affected  by  the  spirit  of  opposition  to  the  house  tax." 
In  Weisenberg  township  the  opponents  of  the  law  are 
said  to  have  prepared  a  house  as  a  place  of  defense 
against  the  troops,  and  to  have  stored  within  it  quite 
a  large  quantity  of  arms  and  ammunition. 

Fries'  Rebellion  has  been  attributed  by  some  writers'" 
to  the  overbearing  disposition  and  conduct  of  Jacob 
Eyerly,  who  had  been  appointed  by  the  President  to 
collect  the  direct  taxes  in  Northampton  County.  (He 
was  charged,  too,  with  having  deserted  the  Republican 
or  Democratic  party,  which  had  elected  him  to  the 
State  Legislature  in  1796,  and  going  over  to  the  Fed- 
eralists.) The  Aurora,  a  Democratic  paper  published 
in  Philadelphia,  was  the  original  authority  for  this 

1  M.  S.  Henry  (a  native  of  Northampton  County),  in  his  History  of  the 
Lehigh  Valley. 

2  Notably  by  Professor  Bbeling,  in  his  History  of  Pennsylvania. 
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view  of  the  matter.  That  journal  affected  to  regard 
the  whole  affair  as  one  of  insignificant  interest  and 
importance,  and  (warranted  by  an  incident)  called  it 
the  "  Hot- Water  War."  ' 

A  disparaging  account  of  the  operations  of  the  mil- 
itary, presumably  from  the  Aurora,  or  at  least  based 
upon  an  article  in  that  paper,  is  as  follows : 

"In  Bonie  parts  of  the  counties  named  (Berks,  Bucks,  and  Northamp- 
ton), in  demonstration  of  their  opposition  to  government,  they  erected 
liherty-poles.  To  quell  the  insurrection  troops,  in  obedience  to  Adams* 
instruction,  wei-e  raised  in  Lancaster  County.  Several  companies 
marched  from  Lancaster  April  1, 1799,  wending  their  front  toward  the 
arena  of  dispute  by  way  of  Reading,  where  Capt.  Montgomery's  troop  of 
light-horse  arrived  on  the  evening  of  the  lat  of  April.  Their  iirst  act 
to  display  their  prowess  and  gallantry  was  to  go  clandestinely  to  the 
house  of  Jacob  Goein,  who,  in  the  spirit  of  the  times,  had  erected  a 
liberty-pole  on  his  own  premises,  which  they  cut  without  meeting  with 
any  resistance. 

"To  give  undoubted  proof  of  their  daring  bravery,  they  brandished 
their  damascene  weapons,  drew  pistols  to  sliow  that  they  were  armed, 
in  the  house  of  the  inoffensive  father,  whose  minor  children  wore 
scared  'half  to  death'  at  the  martial  manoeuvres  of  the  Lancaster 
troops. 

"  To  let  no  time  slip,  and  while  they  were  undaunted,  they  proceeded 
from  Gosin's  to  the  house  of  John  Strohecker,  whither  their  eagle  eyes 
were  drawn  by  a  recently-erected  liberty-pole,  tipped  with  a  rag  'flop- 
ping in  the  breeze.'  This  pole,  to  show  the  independence  of  some 
sturdy  urchins,  had  been  erected  by  some  children,  in  which  Stro- 
hecker's  were  ringleaders.  To  deter  these  young  heroes,  the  soldiers 
took  down  the  pole,  stripped  it  of  its  insignia,  entered  the  house,  where 
they  found  the  little  wights,  and,  as  they  did  at  Gosin's,  so  did  they  here : 
brandished  weapons  of  war,  presented  pistols  and  swords  to  the  youthful 
company,  to  the  no  small  alarm  of  both  parents  and  children. 

"  To  consummate  their  martial  plans  and  designs  they  molested  the 
house  of  Jacob  Epler,  and  maltreated  him  unprovokedly.  Like  bravos 
ever  merit,  these  merited  the  contempt  of  all  reflecting  persons,  ren- 
dering themselves  obnoxious  to  the  orderly  and  well-disposed  among  all 


"Satisfied  of  having  rendered  their  country  some  service,  the  troop 
next  morning  started  for  Northampton  to  fully  execute  the  specific 
purpose  of  their  mission  (the  capture  of  Fries).  This  done,  they  again 
returned  by  way  of  Reading,  where  they  entered  the  office  of  the  Adler 
(Eagle),  a  paper  edited  and  printed  by  Jacob  Schneider,  whom  they 
rudely  denuded  by  violently  tearing  his  clothes  from  his  body,  in  a  some- 
what inclement  season,  and  by  force  of  arms  dragged  him  before  the  com- 
manding captain,  who  peremptorily  ordered  the  editor,  for  writing  and 
printing  some  offensive  articles,  to  be  whipped.  '  Twenty-five  lashes,' 
.said  he, '  shall  be  well  laid  on  his  denuded  back,  in  the  market-house,' 
which  order,  however,  was  not  executed  because  of  tlie  timely  and 
manly  interposition  of  some  gentlemen  of  Capt.  Leiper's  company  of 
Philadelphia.  A  lew  lashes,  however,  had  been  inflicted  before  these 
men  had  time  fully  to  interpose.  These  were  laid  on  by  one  accustomed 
to  beat  when  little  resistance  is  to  be  dreaded  :  he  was  a  drummer. 

"  Col.  Epler,  it  appears,  had  by  this  time  erected,  by  the  assistance  of 
his  neighbors,  a  liberty-pole  in  place  of  the  pole  erected  by  his  children. 
Thither  the  soldiers  resorted,  where  they  attempted  to  compel  acommon 
laborer  to  cut  down  the  '  offending  wood,'  notwithstanding  that  he  pro- 
tested against  doing  so  at  the  same  time  on  most  solemn  asseverations, 
declaring  he  was  also  a  Federalist  ('  Icli  bin  aucit  ein  F<'(Ural  ihr  tiebe 
Leut ;  daB  bin.    Ja  ich  auch  ein  FederaV). 

"They  succeeded  in  divesting  the  pole,  and  with  it  appended  as  a 
trophy,  they  rode,  vociferating  as  they  went,  through  the  streets  of 
Reading  to  their  place  of  quarters.  In  a  few  days  they  left,  but  on  the 
24th  of  April  an  army  under  the  command  of  Brlg.-Gen.  McPherson 
arrived  at  Reading,  apprehending  some  of  the  insurrectionists,  who 
were  afterwards  tried."  .  .  . 

And  so  ended  Fries'  Rebellion.  It  was  one  of 
those  lesser  disorders  to  which  all  governmeDts  are 


1  Says  the  Aurora,  "  A  person  was  in  the  act  of  measuring  the  windows 
of  a  house  when  a  woman  poured  a  shower  of  hot  water  on  his  head." 


subject,  and  it  might  have  become  a  dangerous  dis- 
ease in  the  body  politic  had  not  the  effective  means 
been  resorted  to  for  its  eradication  which  was  ridi- 
culed in  the  foregoing  extracts. 


CHAPTER  V. 


WAR  OF    1812-14. 
Rosters  of  Lehigh  County  Companies  at  Marcus  Hook  and  Elsewhere. 

While  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  was  at  no  time  I 
invaded  by  hostile  forces  during  the  second  war  with  | 
Great  Britain,  her  people  exhibited  a  sturdy  patriot- 
ism, and  her  soldiers  went  forward  to  the  field  with  a 
spontaneousness  and  alacrity  which  was  commend- 
able, and  entirely  natural  to  the  sons  of  sires  who 
had  fought  in  the  Revolution.  When  the  metropolis 
of  the  State  was  threatened,  there  was  an  out- 
pouring of  the  militia  and  other  military  elements 
such  as  had  up  to  that  time  been  unequaled,  and  has 
only  since  been  exceeded  by  the  grand  muster  for 
the  war  against  secession.  In  this  rally  to  arms 
Lehigh  County  was  not  behind  the  other  divisions  of 
the  State. 

It  was  supposed  that  the  enemy's  movement  up  the 
Chesapeake  was  planned  for  the  assault  of  Philadel- 
phia, but  it  proved  that  the  objective-point  of  the 
British  was  the  national  capital,  instead  of  Pennsyl- 
vania's principal  city  and  port. 

President  Madison  issued  July  14, 1814,  his  call  for 
ninety-three  thousand  five  hundred  militia,  of  which 
number  the  quota  of  Pennsylvania  was  fourteen  thou- 
sand. In  pursuance  of  this  general  call,  Governor 
Snyder,  of  Pennsylvania,  on  the  22d  of  July,  sent 
out  general  orders  to  the  militia  of  the  State  to 
organize  and  march  against  the  enemy.  The  news- 
papers of  Allentown,  the  Friedensbote  and  the  Re- 
publikaner,  published  the  order  August  4th.  Ten 
days  later,  Capt.  Abraham  Rinker,  of  the  Allentown 
Rifles,  and  Capt.  John  F.  Ruhe,  of  the  Northampton 
Blues,  called  their  companies  together  for  the  purpose 
of  mustering  them  for  service.  On  the  same  day  the 
martial  spirit  of  the  community  was  stirred  by  the 
sight  of  one  hundred  regulars,  under  Capt.  Schell, 
marching  through  the  seat  of  justice  of  the  new 
county  on  their  way  to  New  York  State  from  Read- 
ing. On  the-  Monday  following  the  people  heard 
with  sorrow  and  indignation  that  the  national  capital 
was  in  possession  of  the  enemy. 

On  Tuesday,  the  6th  of  September,  the  light  infantry 
company  of  Capt.  John  F.  Ruhe  and  the  riflemen 
under  Capt.  Abraham  Rinker  went  voluntarily  to 
Philadelphia  in  response  to  the  call  from  the  Gov- 
ernor to  protect  the  sea-toast.  Capt.  Peter  Ruch's 
cavalry  troop,  raised  in  Whitehall,  also  rode  out  a  few 
days  later  for  the  same  destination.      Besides  these 
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there  were  the  companies  of  Capt.  Joseph  Wilt  and 
John  Dornblaser,  the  former  raised  principally  in 
Upper  Milford,  and  the  latter  consisting  of  militia- 
men from  Lehigh,  Northampton,  and  Pike  Coun- 
ties. 

On  September  9th  the  companies  of  Capts.  Euhe, 
Rinker,  Dinkey,  and  Kuch  went  into  camp  at  Bush 
Hill,  near  Philadelphia.  Altogether  there  were  about 
one  thousand  men  in  this  camp,  including  several  com- 
panies not  here  mentioned.  After  the  lapse  of  several 
weeks  they  were  ordered  to  Marcus  Hook,  where  they 
remained  until  November  30th,  when  orders  were  re- 
ceived for  breaking  camp,  and  the  troops  marched 
home  without  having  been  in  any  engagement. 
While  they  won  no  especial  glory,  they  showed  their 
willingness  to  meet  the  enemy,  and  fully  expected  to 
when  they  were  mustered  and  went  forward  to  the 
Delaware. 

The  company  of  Capt.  Euhe  arrived  at  Allentown, 
Monday,  December  5th,  and  on  the  Sunday  follow- 
ing attended  divine  worship  at  the  Lutheran  Church 
in  full  uniform.  Other  soldiers  from  Lehigh  County 
who  had  been  in  winter-quarters  at  Chester  returned 
soon  afterward. 

The  news  of  Jackson's  victory  at  New  Orleans,  Jan. 
8,  1815,  was  received  at  Allentown  February  28th. 
It  was  celebrated  by  the  firing  of  cannon,  illumina- 
tions, blazing  bonfires,  and  the  marching  of  a  torch- 
light procession,  headed  by  "  JSine  herrliche  bande 
mudh"  from  Bethlehem,  and  thus  an  extraordinary 
air  of  festivity  and  rejoicing  was  given  to  the  whole 
proceeding. 

It  is  not  possible  to  give  the  names  of  all  the  Le- 
high County  soldiers  who  obeyed  the  call  of  the 
Governor  in  the  war  of  1812-14,  but  the  majority  of 
them  are  included  in  the  following  rosters,  for  the 
most  part  derived  from  official  sources. 

ROLL   OF   CAPT.    JOHN   F.  RDHB'S   COMPANY. 

A  complete  muster-roll  of  the  Fifth  (Capt.  Kuhe's)  Conipauy  of  the 
Second  Kegimeut  Volunteer  Light  Infantry,  under  the  command  of  Col. 
Louia  Bache,  under  the  order  of  the  commander-in-chief  of  the  com- 
monwealth of  Pennsylvania  of  27th  August,  1814,  and  attached  to  the 
First  Brigade,  Second  BiTision,  FennsylTania  Militia. 


Cceptam. 

Ruhe,  John  F. 

First  Lieutenant. 

Blumer,  Jacob. 

Ensign. 

Fatzlnger,  Solomon . 

Sergea/nls. 

Miller,  William. 

Kauffman,  George 

Dobbins,  William. 

Gangwere,  Isaac. 

Corporals. 

Mohr,  John. 

Swander,  Daniel. 

Gangwere,  Andrew. 

Miller,  John. 

Drummer. 

Keiper,  George. 

m/er. 

Klotz,  John. 

Privates. 

Mickley,  Jncob.i 
Biery,  Peter. 
Horn,  Samuel. 
Keiper,  Daniel. 
Derr,  Abraham. 
Balliott,  Barthold. 
Klotz,  Andrew. 
Mohr,  Jacob. 
Keichline,  William. 
Honck,  Jacob. 
Spinner,  George. 
Hutter,  Charlea  L. 
Gossler,  Jacob. 
WilBon,  John. 
Weaver,  Charles. 
Gross,  Henry. 
Wagner,  John. 
Ginkinger,  William. 
Keep,  John. 
Keichard,  Henry. 
Camp  Mahcus  Hook,  November  29, 1814. 
I  do  hereby  certify,  upon  honor,  that  the  above  is  a  just  and  true 
muster-roll  of  Capt.  Rube's  company. 

Jacob  Blumer, 

First  Ideuienant. 
Louis  Bache, 
Colonel  First  Regiment  P.  V.  I. 

ROLL   OF  CAPT.  ABRAHAM   GANGWBRE'S  COMPANY. 

Pay-roll  of  the  First  Company  of  riflemen,  commanded  by  Capt.  Abra- 
ham Gangwere,  attached  to  the  First  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Pennsyl- 
vania Militia,  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  under  the  command 
of  Brig.-Geo.  H.  Spering,  Maj.-Gen.  Shitz  commanding. 


Rasor,  Benjamin. 
Stattler,  John. 
Seip,  Christian. 
Keichline,  Peter. 
Nagle,  Leonard. 
Weaver,  William. 
Weal,  John. 
Houck,  David. 
Stattlor,  Henry. 
Ebner,  Henry. 
Gndekunst,  Adam. 
Huber,  David. 
Keiper,  William. 
Ruhe,  Charles  A. 
Mertz,  George. 
Swenk,  Mathias. 
Haveracher,  George. 
Keiper,  Peter. 
Seip,  Jacob. 
Good,  John. 


Gangwere,  Abraham, 
Meyer,  Daniel. 
Newhart,  Jacob. 
Stein,  Jacob. 
Keller,  Adam. 

Dull,  John. 
Minor,  Pitkin. 
Quear,  Daniel. 

il^eiper,  Abraham. 
Long^  Joseph. 

Keiper,  Jacob. 


Poyer,  John. 
Daniel,  Daniel  C, 
Rose,  Joseph. 
Swenk,  Jacob. 
Frain,  John. 
Keik,  Daniel. 
Moyer,  Nicholas. 
Keider,  Joseph. 
Rhoads,  Daniel. 
Brobst,  Solomon. 
Ott,  Jacob. 
Moyer,  Abraham. 
Bhoads,  John. 
Yundt,  James. 
Litzenberger,  George. 
Shoemaker,  Benjamin. 


Captain. 
First  lAeutenant. 
Second  lAeulenant, 
Third  Lieutenant. 


Beidlemen,  Abraham. 
Quear,  Jacob. 


Corporals. 


Bickle,  Daniel, 

Nagel,  Joseph. 

Quear,  Daniel. 


Privates. 


Kuntz,  Philip.  / 
Hilman,  Daniel. 
Hany,  Charles. 
Kinkinger,  James. 
Ho£fman,  Peter. 
Brobst,  Henry. 
Hartman,  Henry. 
Amhiser,  Henry. 
Fisher,  George. 
Floats,  George. 
Good,  Henry. 
Kentz,  George. 
Long,  Jacob. 
Eline,  Mathias. 
Kammerer,  Henry. 
Loudenslager,  Peter. 


1  Jacob  Mickley  is  the  only  one  of  this  company  now  living.    He  re- 
sides in  Whitehall. 
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Loudenelager,  John. 
Foght,  Gollib. 
Henry,  George. 
Gangwere,  Thomas. 
Hubenstine,  David. 
Acker,  Henry, 
Besh,  George. 
Shivry,  Jacob. 
Deal,  John. 
Shriver,  William. 
Besh,  John. 
Woodring,  Gabriel. 
Good,  Michael. 
Flexer,  John. 
Reichenbach,  Jacob. 
Hamor,  Jacob. 
Druckeniiller,  Michael. 
Miller,  John. 
Nerfer,  John. 
Frack,  Jacob. 
Nagel,  Jacob. 
Shantz,  John. 
Miller,  John,  Jr. 
Guishler,  John. 
Rinebolt,  Cornealius. 
Hill,  George. 
Sloufer,  William. 
Frymon,  Michael. 
Rider,  Frederick. 
Rownolt,  Solomon. 
Kuntz,  Peter. 
Highleageor,  Adam, 
Rish,  Henry. 
Heller,  Frederick. 


Snider,  Henry. 
/Minich,  Peter. 
Herner,  George. 
Rice,  Henry. 
Seip,  Peter. 
Breder,  George. 
Elenrider,  Peter. 
Trexler,  Israel. 
Koch,  Jacob. 
Caldwell,  John. 
Erich,  Jacob. 
Fatzinger,  Henry. 
Keifer,  Elias. 
Erhard,  John. 
Hower,  Jacob. 
Herwig,  Henry. 
Ott,  Jonathan. 
Flower,  John. 
Snider,  John. 
Mushlitz,  Jacob. 
Poe,  Michael. 
Sentle,  Michael. 
Lehr,  George, 
Nagel,  Philip. 
Rau,  Conrod. 
Weil,  Conrod. 
Luckenbach,  Abraham. 
Hillegas,  Jacob. 
Shontz,  Jacob. 
Shontz,  Henry. 
Heller,  Jeremiah. 
Wetsel,  George. 
Good,  Solomon. 


The  above  statement  commences  from  the  23d  day  of  September,  1814, 
to  the  3lBt  day  of  October,  1814,  making  one  month  and  eight  days 
complete. 

I  certify,  upon  honor,  that  this  muster-roll  exhibits  a  true  statement 
of  the  number  of  men  in  my  company,  attached  to  One  Hundred  and 
Eighteenth  Regiment,  First  Brigade,  Seventh  Division,  Pennsylvania 
Militia,  in  the  service  of  the  United  States. 

Abraham  Ganqwere, 

Ccuglain. 
I  believe  the  above  to  be  correct. 

Christopher  J.  Hutter, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  Commanding,    f 

I  certify  that  the  company  commanded  by  Capt.  Abraham  Gangwere 
is  now  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  under  order  of  Brig.-Gen. 
H.  Spearing,  commandant  militia  district. 

Thomas  J.  Rogers, 

Brigade  Major. 
Marcus  Hook  Camp,  Oct.  23, 1814. 

ROLL    OF   OAPT.  ABRAHAM   RINKER'S   COMPANY. 

Camp  Dupont,  Nov.  13, 1814. 
A  true  list  of  Capt.  Abraham  Rinker's  company  of  the  Eighteenth 
Section  of  Riflemen,  commanded  by  Col.  Thomas  Humphrey, 

Sergeants. 
Knouse,  Peter,  Marck,  Jacob. 

Lehr,  Peter.  Strouse,  John. 


ShifTort,  John. 
Nunemacker,  George. 

Wotring,  Ferdinand. 

Bower,  Henry. 
Siegfried,  Daniel, 
Hertzel,  Henry. 
Mayer,  George. 
Smith,  Adam. 
Hartzel,  Jacob, 
Beinhold,  John, 


Corporals. 

Stoer,  or  Starr,  Conrad. 
Keck,  John. 

Musician. 

Pnvaten. 

Lucas,  Solomon. 
Strouse,  George. 
Yohe,  Jacob. 
Deily,  Christian. 
Hartzel,  Adam. 
Steinberger,  Peter. 
Kershner,  Conrad. 


Lower,  Michael. 

Swander,  Henry, 

Fetzer,  Daniel. 

Shaffer,  George. 

Billig,  John. 

Eschenbach,  Daniel. 

Bortz,  George. 

Newhard,  Frederick. 

Steinberger,  Jacob, 

Spangler,  Jones. 

Sharrer,  Adam. 

Bach  man,  Jacob. 

Rou,  or  Rau,  John  (quit  the  com- 
pany Sept.  23, 1814). 

Klotz,  Peter  (quit  the  company 
Sept.  23, 1814). 

Ealer,  John. 

Mansch,  Peter. 

Frantz,  Henry, 

Moll,  Peter. 

Coock,  Peter  (enlisted  in  the  army 

of  the  United  States  Oct.  2, 1814). 

list  is  a  true  statement,  on  honor,  this 

Abraham  Rinker,  Captain. 
Thoimas  Humphrey, 

Colonel  First  B.  P.  V.  R. 


OAPT.  PETER   RUCH'S   LIGHT-HORSE. 

This  company  was  formed  almost  entirely  in  the 
territory  now  embraced  in  Whitehall  and  North  and 
South  Whitehall  townships,  and  went  to  Philadelphia 
about  the  same  time  as  the  other  Lehigh  County 
troops,  subsequently  going  into  camp  at  Red  Bank, 
N,  J.  The  muster-roll  has  not  been  preserved,  and 
we  are  able  to  give  only  a  partial  list  of  names  of  those 
who  were  members  of  this  cavalry  organization : 


Doll,  Charles. 
Kloeckner,  Solomon. 
Whiteman,  John, 
Shoudt,  Michael. 
Nunemacker,  Henry. 
Keck,  David. 
Lehr,  Michael. 
Lehr,  Adam. 
Menscb,  Adam. 
Hartzel,  Andrew. 
Diffenderfer,  Jonathan. 
Deily,  Jacob. 
Yost,  Nathaniel, 
Wliiteman,  Jacob. 
Moritz,  George- 
Hantzel,  Solomon, 
Gordon,  Jacob. 
Horlocher,  George. 
Good,  Adam. 
Kunckel,  Lewis. 
Beidelman,  Jacob. 
Hicker,  Adam. 

We  do  certify  that  the  within 
13th  day  of  November,  1814. 


Peter  Ruch, 

William  Boas. 

Peter  Good. 
James  Seagus. 
Peter  Troxell. 
Solomon  Steckel. 
John  Deichman. 
Peter  Burkholter. 


Captain, 
First  Lieutenant, 


Privates. 


Michael  Frack. 
John  Swartz. 
Jacob  Schreiver. 
Dauiel  Leisenring. 
Peter  Leisenring. 


ROLL   OF   OAPT.   JOHN   DORNBLASERS   COMPANY.i 

Muster-roll  of  Capt.  John  Dornblaser's  company,  belonging  to  a  de- 
tachment of  Northampton,  Lehigh,  and  Pike  County  militia,  commanded 
by  Lieut.-Col.  Christopher  J.  Hutter. 

Captaiii. 

First  Lieutenant. 

Second  Lieutenant. 

Third  Lieutenant. 
Fenner,  Frederic  (elected  10th  October,  1814). 

Ens^n. 


Dornblaser,  John 
Bush,  John  "V. 
Winters,  John. 


Smith,  David. 

Morrison,  John  W. 
Hartzell,  John. 

Teel,  Nicholas. 
Barret,  Henry. 


Sergeants. 

Hartzell,  Jacob. 

Fenner,  Frederick,  promoted. 

Corporals. 

Stocker,  Samuel, 
Brady,  William. 


1  Tbe  names  in  this  roster  are  not  exclusively  those  of  Lehigh  County 
soldiers,  but  as  it  is  found  impossible  to  effect  a  thorough  separation,  the 
entire  roll  is  here  presented. 
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Drummer. 

Saylor,  Isaac. 

Fifer. 

Hockman,  Jonas. 

Privates. 

Dietz,  John. 

Miller,  Henry. 

Kape,  George. 

Morris,  Obed. 

Snyder,  Peter. 

VanHorn,  Cornelius. 

"Ward,  John. 

Barr,  Adam. 

Oatertack,  John. 

Cooper,  Joseph. 

Young,  John. 

Davis,  William. 

Shafer,  Joseph. 

Clark,  John. 

Nolf,  George. 

Bureau,  William. 

Hoflfert,  Samuel. 

Arndt,  Jacob. 

Bunstein,  Jacoh. 

Smell,  Samuel. 

Walter,  Conrad. 

Erie  (or  Ihrie),  Conrad. 

Young,  Adam. 

Gower,  John. 

Stocker,  David. 

Myer,  Henry. 

Willower,  George. 

Serfas,  George. 

Miller,  Abraham. 

Serfas,  John. 

"Wimmer,  Joseph. 

Fisher,  Dewald. 

Price,  Freeman. 

Crisman,  Jacob^ 

Kehler,  Leonard. 

Klinetrup,  John. 

Hutmacher,  J.  (disch.  Oct.  17,1814).      Mack,  John. 

Kehler,  Daniel.  Posty,  Thomas. 

Wineland,  Christian.  Miller,  George  (diach.  Oct.  17, 1814). 

Stoufer,  John.  Swenk,  John. 

Stocker,  Jacob.  Brewer,  James. 

Gangwehr,  Jacob.  Smith,  Cliristopher. 

Holman,  Jeremiah  R.  Merwine,  Jacob. 

Nye,  Lawrence.  Huston,  John. 

Nye,  Andrew  (disch.  Oct.  20, 1814).      Einker,  George. 

Steiner,  Joseph.  Rees,  Samuel. 

Miller,  Daniel.  McGammon,  Alexander. 

Hahn,  Peter.  Stnink,  Peter. 

Hahn,  George.  Faulk,  John. 

Myer,  George.  Coolbaugh,  Garret. 

Schick,  Peter.  Jayne,  Peter. 

Keyser,  Jacob.  Bunnel,  Barnet. 

Geres,  Frederick.  Place,  Jacob. 

Swartwood,  Jacob.  Adams,  John. 

Winner,  John.  Herman,  Frederick. 

Fisher,  Philip.  Winans,  Samuel. 

Crawford,  John.  Kincaid,  Sylvester. 

Beard,  John.  Tandemark,  Peter. 

Shepperd,  David.  Vanetter,  Anthony. 

Lowman,  John.  Howe,  John. 

Evans,  David.  Impson,  Robert. 

Stine,  John.  Tansickle,  William. 

Barr,  James.  Steel,  Isaac. 

Kester,  Philip.  Courtwright,  Levi. 

Kester,  Leonard.  Watson,  George. 

Camp  Marcus  Hook,  October  21, 1814. 

I  certify,  on  honor,  that  this  muster  or  pay-roll  exhibits  a  true  state 

of  the  company, Regiment,  Pennsylvania  militia,  now  in  service  of 

the  United  States,  and  the  remarks  set  opposite  the  names  are  accurate 
and  just,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge. 

John  Doekblasee, 
Captain. 

I  believe  the  above  to  be  a  correct  uiuster  or  pay-roll. 

Christ.  J.  Hxittee, 
Lieutenant- Cohnel  Commanding. 


CHAPTER    VI. 

THE    PENNSYLVANIA    GERMANS. 
Their  History,  Character,  Customs,  Language,  Literature,  and  Beligion.^ 

Fully  three-fourths  of  the  population  of  Lehigh 
County,  and  a  large  proportion  of  that  of  Carbon,  are 
Pennsylvania  Germans  or  their  descendants.     A  his- 

1  By  A.  E.  Home,  D.D. 


tory  of  these  counties  would  remain  far  from  being 
complete  without  giving  at  least  a  brief  account  of 
this  people,  their  language,  habits,  customs,  and  other 
characteristics.  Since  the  preponderance  of  the  pop- 
ulation of  the  counties  of  Pennsylvania  east  of  the 
Susquehanna,  with  the  exception  of  the  southeastern 
extremities,  is  of  the  same  nationality,  what  is  said 
of  this  class  of  people,  as  they  are  found  in  Lehigh 
and  Carbon,  applies  with  equal  force  to  those  of  the 
eastern  and  central  part  of  the  State. 

Their  History. — The  German  tongue  belongs  to 
the  great  Aryan  family  of  languages,  and  in  times 
very  remote  was  spoken  on  the  highlands  of  Central 
Asia.  From  this  part  of  the  world  the  Germans 
swarmed  westward,  and  took  possession  of  Central 
and  Northern  Europe.  Five  hundred  years  before 
Christ,  the  historian  Herodotus  makes  mention  of  the 
Germans  as  "  Shouters  in  battle."  They  were  fully  es- 
tablished in  Europe  when  history  begins.  In  the  second 
century  before  Christ,  two  thousand  years  ago,  Papi- 
rius  Carbo,  a  Roman  consul  appointed  to  fight  with  the 
Celts,  came  upon  this  people,  and  found  the  men  of 
huge  strength  and  fierce  courage,  and  the  women 
scarcely  less  formidable.  For  five  centuries  from  the 
time  of  Julius  Csesar,  as  we  go  down  through  the  ages, 
Ariovistus,  Arminius,  Maroboduus,  Alaric,  Chnodo- 
mar,  and  Theodoric  are  the  confronting  Goths  who 
vanquished  the  Romans,  and  took  up  the  sceptre.  Taci- 
tus, the  great  Roman  historian,  who  wrote  in  the  first 
century  after  Christ,  holds  up  the  Germans  to  his 
people  as  purer  than  themselves.  Christian  churches 
were  established  among  the  Germans  before  the  mi- 
gration of  the  races  in  the  fourth  and  fifth  centuries. 
Ulfilas,  the  Moeso-Goth,  made  a  translation  of  the 
Bible  at  the  end  of  the  fourth  century,  the  earliest 
memorial  in  any  Teutonic  speech.  When  Ulfilas 
died  the  Goths  carried  the  Bible  with  them  to  Italy 
and  Spain.  This  Bible  translation  is  the  foundation- 
stone  of  German  literature.  This  was  a.d.  388. 
Charlemagne,  one  thousand  years  ago,  crossed  and 
recrossed  the  Main  at  Frankfort  [Frank-furt]  with 
his  Franks,  exterminated  the  youth  of  the  land  and 
exiled  multitudes.  In  the  year  800  he  was  crowned 
emperor  of  Germany,  France,  and  most  of  Italy  and 
Spain.  His  great  problem  to  solve  was  to  give  the 
Christian  religion  and  free  schools  to  the  people.  The 
various  tribes  settled  in  the  present  regions  after  the 
migration, — namely,  the  Hessians,  Palatinians,  Ala- 
manians,  Suevians,  and  Alsatians.  For  eight  centu- 
ries longer  the  Germans  shifted  about  in  their  coun- 
try till,  in  1682,  by  the  invitation  of  William  Penn, 
their  emigration  began  to  the  New  World. 

Several  thousand  Germans  had  entered  Pennsylva- 
nia prior  to  1689.  From  this  year  on  a  steady  stream 
of  immigration  set  in.  In  1742  their  number  was 
given  at  one  hundred  thousand,  and  in  1783  at  two 
hundred  and  eighty  thousand.  They  settled  in  that 
part  of  the  State  which  is  now  included  in  Lehigh, 
Northampton,  Monroe,  Carbon,  Berks,  parts  of  Bucks, 
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Montgomery,  Lebanon,  Lancaster,  York,  Dauphin, 
Schuylkill,  Northumberland,  Snyder,  Union,  Colum- 
bia, Centre,  and  other  counties,  ultimately  extending 
even  into  Maryland,  West  Virginia,  and  Ohio.  They 
came  from  Ehenish  Bavaria,  Baden,  Alsace,  Wiirtem- 
berg,  Switzerland,  and  Darmstadt. 

The  names  of  many  of  the  townships  of  Lehigh 
are  evidences  of  the  fact  that  the  early  settlers  of 
this  section  of  the  country  were  Germans,  who  named 
them  in  honor  of  their  native  places,  or  that  their 
English  neighbors  gave  names  to  these  localities  to 
designate  thereby  from  what  countries  the  German 
settlers  had  come.  Such  are,  the  names  Hanover, 
Salzburg,  Weissenberg,  and  Heidelberg.  The  early 
German  settlers  were  farmers,  and  while  lands  were 
cheap  they  purchased  extensive  tracts,  always  select- 
ing the  best.  To  this  day  it  is  a  well-known  fact  that 
all  the  best  lands  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  State  are 
owned  by  the  Germans  and  their  descendants,  and 
that  frequently  the  English  settlers  are  displaced  by 
the  steady  encroachment  of  the  Germans  upon  them. 
Thus,  entire  townships  which  originally  were  Eng- 
lish, as  their  names  indicated  and  their  early  history 
substantiated,  have  become  entirely  Germanized  under 
the  progressive  and  aggressive  encroachment  of  the 
Germans.  Illustrations  of  this  are  afforded  in  the 
names  of  Lowhill,  Whitehall,  Milford,  and  Lynn, 
names  of  undoubted  English  origin,  but  which  are 
now  townships  so  intensely  German  that  English 
sounds  are  only  heard  exceptionally  in  families  within 
their  limits. 

Their  Language. — It  is  sometimes  taken  for 
granted  by  ignorant  persons  that  the  Pennsylvania 
Germans  have  no  language  of  their  own,  that  they 
speak  a. patois,  that  their  language  is  an  admixture  of 
English,  or  that  it  is  Dutch.  Hence  it  may  not  be 
out  of  place  to  give  the  origin  of  the  language. 

Martin  Luther,  in  the  early  part  of  the  sixteenth 
century,  by  his  Bible  translations,  hymns,  and  exten- 
sive writings  in  High  German,  caused  that  dialect  to 
become  the  standard  language  of  German  literature. 
Hence  to  this  day  the  High  German  is  employed  in 
literary  productions  as  well  as  in  discourse.  But 
there  were  also  other  dialects  spoken  through  all  the 
centuries  in  difierent  parts  of  Germany.  In  the 
southern  portion — whence  the  greater  part  of  the 
Germans  who  settled  in  Pennsylvania  came — a  dialect 
akin  to  that  which  prevails  in  the  German  counties 
of  Pennsylvania  was  spoken,  and  has  continued  to  be 
used  to  a  certain  extent  to  this  day.  This  is  the 
origin  of  the  Pennsylvania  German.  It  is  as  old  as 
the  High  German,  possibly  older,  and  frequently 
more  expressive.  It  has  never  been  extensively  used 
in  print,  because  the  High  German  was  adopted  for 
this  end.  As  a  spoken  language,  however,  it  has  pre- 
vailed from  time  immemorial  in  the  South  German 
dialects.  The  ancestors  of  many  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Germans  came  from  the  Palatinate  or  P/ak,  now 
included  in  Baden,  Bavaria,  and  Darmstadt,  where  a 


language  resembling  that  of  the  Pennsylvania  Ger- 
man very  closely,  is  still  spoken.  It  also  has  a 
number  of  Swiss  and  Alsatian  characteristics. 

Many  of  the  Pennsylvania  German  words  can  be 
traced  back  to  older  roots,  and  they  are  often  more 
expressive  than  their  High  German  synonyms.  6oid, 
the  Pennsylvania  German  word  for  "  horse,"  is  older 
itnd  more  purely  German  than  F/erd,  the  High  Ger- 
man, which  is  derived  from  the  Latin  veredus  ; 
Hutsch,  "  colt,"  and  Mutschli,  "  little  colt,"  from  the 
Suabian  hutschel,  hutschele,  Westerwald  husz,  Lusatian 
hiiszche.  is  more  purely  German  and  more  expressive 
than  Fallen,  the  High  German,  which  is  derived  from 
the  Greek  and  the  Latin.  Hutschli  and  hutschla  is  an 
imitation  of  the  sound  madeby  young  colts,  and,  there- 
fore, as  that  large  class  of  words  which  are  the  oldest 
in  all  languages,  it  must  come  down  from  the  historic 
age  when  the  names  of  objects  were  first  invented. 

Homeli,  "  little  calf,"  can  be  traced  back  through  the 
Swiss  ammeli  and  mammeli  to  the  language  of  nature, 
which  gives  us  mmnma,  the  labial  sound  made  in  imi- 
tation of  the  mother,  when  the  child  observes  her 
lips  move  in  talking  to  it  while  she  is  bending  over 
the  cradle, — a  word  common  to  all  languages. 

The  Pennsylvania  German  for  pig,  sou,  with  its  hus 
sou  and  wuts,  are  striking  illustrations  of  the  anti- 
quity of  this  language,  when  it  is  remembered  that 
these  words  are  derived  from  the  sound  made  in  imi- 
tation of  the  pig,  words  belonging  to  the  common  lan- 
guage of  nature,  from  which  the  Latin  sus,  the  Greek 
if  (hus),  the  English  sow,  the  Dutch  soe,  etc.,  are 
derived.  Schwein,  the  High  German,  is  of  much  more 
recent  origin,  it  being  a  derivative  of  sou,  from  the 
Saxon  svin  and  su.  The  Pennsylvania  German  grum- 
beer,  potato,  is  much  more  expressive  and  original, 
meaning  a  crooked  pear,  or  grundbeer,  ground  pear, 
than  the  High  German  kartoffel,  derived  from  Erd- 
apfel,  an  artichoke. 

The  Pennsylvania  German  hrop,  crow,  schpel,  pin, 
schfreel,  comb,  schtrutclicfi ,  stroohiy,pdnhau's,  scrabble, 
biiwi,  a  young  chicken,  mullakup,  tadpole,  bleeh,  tin- 
cup,  bdtser,  a  tailless  chicken,  bufzick,  stumpy,  are 
vastly  more  expressive  and  original  than  their  Eng- 
lish or  High  German  equivalents. 

It  may  be  added  also  that  the  Pennsylvania  Ger- 
mans use  the  language  in  their  conversation  with  con- 
siderable accuracy.  They  make  but  very  few  mistakes 
in  gender,  case,  or  syntax ;  and  this  is  the  more  re- 
markable from  the  fact  that  their  language,  like  the 
High  German,  has  all  the  inflections  of  number,  gen- 
der, and  case,  which  make  it  so  diflBcult  to  construct 
sentences  properly.  The  definite  article  the,  for  ex- 
ample, has  the  same  form  in  all  cases  and  genders, 
while  the  Pennsylvania  German  equivalent  has  at 
least  eight  difierent  forms,  thus : 


Masc. 

Fern. 

NeiU. 

Norn, 

der. 

de, 

des. 

Gen. 

dem  sei, 

dara  er, 

dem  sei 

Bat. 

dem, 

dara, 

dem. 

Ace. 

den, 

de, 

des. 
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All  these  difficult  inflections  and  agreements  are 
given  substantially  correct  by  the  Pennsylvania  Ger- 
mans in  their  conversational  language,  though  there 
is  no  grammar  of  the  language,  and  it  is  not  taught 
iu  families  or  schools. 

Tneir  Sayings  and  Songs.— The  proverbs,  adages, 
songs,  and  sayings  of  a  people  are,  to  a  great  extent, 
an  index  of  their  character.  The  proverbs  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Germans,  which  are  handed  down  from 
generation  to  generation,  are  very  expressive  and 
original.  The  following,  among  many  others,  are 
proverbs  so  common  among  them  that,  by  their  fre- 
quent repetition,  they  have  made  impressions  upon 
them  sufficiently  strong  to  influence  liie  and  char- 
acter. They  are  the  household  sayings  of  every 
family,  familiar  to  young  and  old. 

Kumt  mer  iwwer  der  hund  so  humt  mer  iwwer  der 
Schwdnz.  "  If  one  can  climb  over  the  dog,  he  can 
also  get  over  the  tail."  By  this  is  meant  that  when 
the  most  difficult  part  of  an  undertaking  can  be  man- 
aged, the  less  difficult  can  be  easily  accomplished. 

Wie  mers  mdcht  so  hut  mers.  "  As  one  makes  it,  so 
he  has  it.''  That  is,  a  person  must  expect  results  in 
accordance  with  his  actions  or  deportment. 

Der  dbbel  f6lt  net  weit  f6in  acht6mm.  "The  apple 
does  not  fall  far  from  the  stem  of  the  tree."  Usually 
applied  to  children  when  they  have  the  faults  of  their 
parents. 

Wer  net  haert  muss  fiehla.  "  Who  will  not  hear 
must  feel."  A  person  who  will  not  listen  to  good 
advice  must  sufiier  the  consequences. 

Wer  lauert  an  der  w6nd,  haert  sei  egne  schdnt.  "  He 
that  listens  by  the  wall  hears  his  own  disgrace." 
Eavesdroppers  hear  their  own  faults  descanted  on. 

Der,  heeler  is  so  schleeht  wie  der  sehiehler.  "  The 
concealer  is  as  bad  as  the  stealer." 

Uf  en  gruwwar  Muck  g'hert  en  gruwwar  keidel.  "  A 
rough  wedge  is  required  for  a  rough  block."  A  rough, 
boorish  fellow  must  be  handled  without  gloves. 

De  kinner  un  dei  ndrra  sawga  die  wohret.     "Chil- 
dren and  fools  tell  the  truth."  / 
Wer  awhalt  g'winnt.     "  He  that  perseveres  will  ga.ijy' 
the  victory." 

Frish  gewogt  is  halwer  g'wunna.  "That  which  is 
zealously  entered  upon  is  half  achieved." 

Mer  muss  sich  nuch  der  deck  schtrecka.  "  Stretch 
yourself  according  to  the  cover."  That  is,  venture 
out  only  as  far  as  your  means  will  allow ;  do  not  ven- 
ture too  far  out. 

Wtis  mer  net  im  kup  hut,  hut  mer  in  da  fees.  "  What 
one  has  not  in  the  head  he  has  in  the  feet."  If  your 
thoughts  are  not  collected,  you  must  make  up  for  it 
in  extra  labor.  Frequently  applied  when  anything 
is  forgotten,  and  a  person  is  obliged  to  return  for  it. 

F6rs  denka  k6nn  em  niemand  henka.  "  No  one  can 
be  hanged  for  his  thoughts."  A  person  is  allowed  to 
think  as  he  pleases. 

Lushdich  wer  nuch  leddig  is,  drourich  wer  fersch- 
prucha  is.     "  Jolly  who  is  single,  sad  who  is  engaged." 


Frequently  used  by  persons  who  have  no  prospect  of 
getting  married. 

W6s  grewwar  is  wie  dreck,  geht  selwer  week.  "  What 
is  coarser  than  dirt  removes  itself."  Applied  by 
persons  while  sweeping  when  any  one  is  in  their  way. 

Wer  net  kuiinid  zu  rechter  ze'if  mtiss  nehme  was  iw- 
werich  bleibt.  "  He  that  does  not  come  in  season  must 
take  what  is  left."  Used  when  persons  are  belated 
in  coming  to  meals. 

Gros  gekrisch  an  wennig  looll.  "  A  big  noise  and 
little  wool."  Applied  where  a  great  ado  is  made 
about  anything  which  is  of  little  importance. 

Chit  g'weist  is  halwer  g'meht.  "  Well  whetted  is 
half  mowed."  Keep  your  tools  in  good  condition  if 
you  would  work  with  ease,  especially  applicable  to 
mowing  with  the  German  scythe,  which  had  to  be 
well  hammered  and  frequently  whetted. 

W6s  en  d6rn  warra  will  sohpitst  sich  in  der  zeit. 
"The  thorn  prepares  in  season  to  sharpen  its  point." 
That  is,  it  is  early  noticeable  when  a  youth  is  prepar- 
ing for  a  bad  ending. 

Eh  ehr  is  die  dnner  werth.  "  One  honor  is  worth 
another."    Signifying  that  one  favor  deserves  another. 

De  mad  wo  pei/a  un  de  hinkel  wo  graah  mus  mer  bei 
zeit  der  h6ls  rum  dreha.  "Girls  who  whistle  and 
hens  that  crow  must  have  their  necks  wrung  in  good 
time."  It  is  as  much  out  of  place  for  women  to 
whistle  as  it  is  unusual  for  hens  to  crow. 

JEs  kummt  net  of  die  graes  awh,  sunseht  kennt  en  kuh 
en  haws  fUnga.  "  It  does  not  depend  on  the  size, 
otherwise  a  cow  could  catch  a  rabbit."  A  small  per- 
son can  often  accomplish  as  much  as  a  large  one. 

KQrtsa  hor  sin  glei  geberscht.  "  Short  hairs  are  soon 
brushed."  This  is  applied  to  doing  a  small  job, 
traveling  a  short  distance,  seeing  a  small  place,  etc. 

Wer  em  dnnera  en  grub  grawbt  fdllt  selwer  nei. 
"  Whosoever  digs  a  pit  for  another  falls  into  it  him- 
self." 

TfWer  awhalt  gewinnt.      "  Whoever  perseveres  suc- 
fceeAs." 

Wer  en  buck  schtehlt  is  ken  sehof  dieb.  "  Whoever 
steals  a  ram  is  no  sheep-thief."  That  is,  a  person 
may  be  accused  of  a  deed  of  which  he  is  not  guilty, 
when  he  has  committed  another  of  a  similar  character. 

Mer  mus  ken  kdtz  im  sdck  kawfa.  "  Do  not  buy  a  cat 
in  a  bag." 

Wdn  mer  der  esel  nennt  kumt  er  garennt.  "When 
the  ass  is  named  he  comes  trotting  along."  When  a 
person  is  named  in  conversation  he  often  comes. 

Wer  sich  nehra  will  mit  fisha  und  yawga  mus  feris- 
sena  hussa  drawga.  "  He  that  would  live  by  fishing 
and  hunting  must  wear  torn  breeches."  Fishing  and 
hunting  are  poor  occupations. 

Mer  hut  nix  unne  druwwel.  "Nothing  without 
trouble." 

W6nn  mer  der  hund  dreft  hldft  er.  "  The  dog  barks 
when  he  is  hit."  When  a  person  is  guilty,  he  speaks 
out  when  allusion  is  made  to  him. 

Sourkrout  un  schpeck  dreibt  6lle  sorga  week.     "  Sour-^ 
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crout  and  bacon  drive  care  away."  A  good,  substan- 
tial meal  is  a  corrective  of  dull  care. 

Wdnn  de  meis  sOtt  sin,  is  es  mehl  bitter.  "  When  the 
mice  are  done  eating,  the  meal  is  bitter."  When  any 
one  has  a  surfeit,  he  does  not  relish  his  victuals  any 
longer. 

De  mdrga  schtund  hut  gold  im  mund.  "  The  morning 
hour  has  its  mouth  filled  with  gold."  "  Early  to  bed 
and  early  to  rise,  makes  a  man  healthy  and  wealthy 
and  wise."     "The  early  bird  catches  the  worm." 

Besser  en  lous  im  krout  6s  gawr  hai  fleesch.  "  A  louse 
in  the  cabbage  is  better  than  no  meat."  It  is  better 
to  have  a  little  of  a  good  thing,  even  if  not  extra  good, 
than  to  dispense  with  it  entirely. 

MOrga  roth  mdoht  bScka  roth,  omet  roth  bringt  druoka 
brod.  "  Morning  red  makes  red  cheeks,  evening  red 
brings  dry  bread."  Early  rising  is  promotive  of  health, 
while  deferring  work  till  evening  produces  poverty. 

Neia  besem  Tcehra  gut.  "  New  brooms  sweep  clean." 
A  new  employ^  makes  a  good  beginning. 

Zub  On  deiner  egna  naws.  "Pull  your  own  nose." 
Attend  to  your  own  faults. 

Yedar  mus  sei  egne  hout  zum  gerwer  drawga.  "  Every 
one  must  carry  his  own  hide  to  the  tanner."  Every 
one  is  responsible,  amenable  for  his  own  actions. 

Niich  ern  essa  e?i  peif  duwGck,  un  dds  schteht  in  der 
biwel.  "  After  a  meal  a  pipe  of  tobacco,  and  this  is 
found  in  the  Bible."  A  pun  on  "  this,"  which  word  is 
found  in  the  Bible. 

En  blinde  s6w  findt  aw  dhamohl  en  eechel.  "  A  blind 
hog  finds  an  acorn  sometimes."  An  unsophisticated 
person  may  sometimes  make  a  happy  hit. 

Em  g'schenkta  gout  gukt  mer  net  ins  moul.  "  The 
mouth  of  a  horse  received  for  a  present  is  not  ex- 
amined." Be  not  supercilious  about  a  gift.  "Beggars 
must  not  be  choosers." 

Mit  sohpeck  fdngt  mer  die  meis.  "Mice  are  caught 
with  bait."     Enticements  are  held  out  to  dupes. 

Besser  en  wenig  geleiert  6s  g6nz  g'feiert.  "  Better  to 
do  a  little  of  something  than  nothing." 

Mer  muss  lewa  und  lewa  lussa.    "  Live  and  let  live." 

Zu  wenig  und  zu  fiel  ferderbt  6lle  schpiel.  "  Too  little 
and  too  much  spoils  everything." 

Zu  sch6rf  schneii  net,  und  zu  schpitsich  sahtecht  net. 
"  Too  sharp  does  not  cut,  and  too  pointed  does  not 
stick."  It  will  not  do  to  be  too  exacting.  Extremes 
spoil  everything. 

Bo  sitst  der  haws  im  peffer.  "  There  the  rabbit  sits 
in  the  pepper."  There  lies  the  secret.  There  is  where 
the  catch  is. 

Olena  grutta  hen  aw  gift.  "  Little  toads  have  poison 
too."  Applied  to  small  persons,  asserting  that  they 
too  can  accomplish  great  deeds. 

Many  of  their  simple  rhymes  have  been  repeated 
by  parents  and  grandparents  to  children  and  chil- 
dren's children  while  sitting  in  their  laps,  so  that 
there  is  hardly  a  person  to  be  found  who  is  not  able  to 
repeat  them.  They  are  the  " Mother  Goose,"  "Mary 
had  a  Little  Lamb,"  "Mother  Hubbard,"  "Sing  a 


Song  o'  Sixpence,"  the  "  House  that  Jack  Built,"  etc., 
of  the  Pennsylvania  German  nursery  and  household. 
Such  are : 

"  Aw,  be,  zee, 

De  kOts  hukt  im  schnee, 

Der  schnee  geht  week. 

Die  kots  leit  im  dreck." 
"  Bdlla  wie  sOlz, 

Butter  we  sciimfjlz, 

Pefifer  geht  iif, 

Wer  fdngt  Bchmeiat  dnif." 

"  HdDsel  fOn  Booh, 

Hut  lauter  gut  such, 

Hut  Bchtiwwel  un  achpora, 

Hut  Olles  ferlora,"  etc. 
"Die  sun  scheint, 

Es  fegli  gi-eint, 

Es  huckt  uf  em  lawda, 

Un  schpint  en  longer  fawda,"  etc. 
"  So  Bchikt  der  baner  es  hundli  nous, 

Es  soil  der  Tuckli  beisa, 

Hundli  will  net  Yuckli  beisa, 

Tuckli  will  net  biera  schittla, 

Biera  wolla  net  fOlJa,"  etc. 

Who  the  authors  of  these  rhymes  were  is  not  known, 
as  they  have  come  down  from  times  to  which  "the 
memory  of  man  runneth  not  to  the  contrary." 

There  are,  however,  more  recent  compositions,  and 
of  a  higher  literary  character,  which  have  already 
gained  a  firm  foothold  in  the  memory  of  the  people, 
and  which  promise  to  become  standard  pastorals, — 
elegiacs,  such  as  the  "  Cotter's  Saturday  Night"  and 
"  Gray's  Elegy"  are  in  English.  Among  these  may 
be  named  the  poems  of  the  sainted  Dr.  Henry  Har- 
baugh,  than  which  no  better  poetry  can  be  found  in 
any  language.  His  "  'S  Alt  Schulhous  an  der  Krick" 
and  "  'S  Haemweh"  are  productions  the  reading  of 
which  strikes  a  responsive  chord  in  every  heart.  The 
following  lines  from  the  "  Haemweh,"  descriptive  of 
the  sweet  rest  of  heaven,  are  an  example  of  the  touch- 
ing pathos  of  his  beautiful  stanzas : 

O.  njrtiin'ii  net  yor  bcr  ^immel  ipfir, 

SJIit  feiuer  I'llieeiic  ?hlh. 
©anil  wilt  m'rV  bp  fd>un  lang  verlcebt 

^d)  irij^'t  net,  iinic  je  bt)". 
5?Dd>  J^pffmniii  lcid)tet  meiiien  ajDeg 

S)er  eiD'flcn  .^cciiiet  ju. 

XiTt  is  'II  iM>fe\  idiee'  3?atevl'nu«, 

Tort  siellt  lu'r  iiimmeh  fort; 
fii  ivciiit  Ice'  fluti  9)Irtnimt  mclj' 

3n  fcllcm  i^txibeort. 
jtce'  T'litn  fud)  nieli'  for  'u  ®rflb, 

'ffio,  reaj  ci-  lieli  Imt,  liegt! 
5ell  i«  fee'  ti-lcubiyelt  irie  bie, 

'IThi  attc  Cufdjtbcti-ieiit; 
Tort  I'at  ba«  Sem  en'iiVid) 

imet  ber  S>obt  gefieiit. 

J)crt  Hub  m'r,  uni«  m'r  bo  uerliett, 

Un  b'liiilti!  ill  Smjteit ; 
J)ovt  Itice  uiifre  'Dcbte  afl' 

3ii  Sid)t  un  eir'jer  grcib  ! 
SBic  off,  nionii  id)  in  Xrnroel  bin, 

Iient  i*  (in  fem  SSiili, 
Un  n'ott,  renn's  nor  ®ott'«  Witii  mat, 

3d)  ding  iljr  fdjiieHer  jn ; 
Dod)  loiirt  id)  bii  mei'  Sditinblc  fi^tiigt, 

Moi-'b  (ag  id)  —  ffielt,  otiu  ! 
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The  Pennsylvania  German  with  English  Ad- 
mixture.— Where  the  Germans  have  intercourse  with 
the  English,  their  language  has  become  somewhat 
contaminated  by  the  introduction  of  English  words. 
This  is  but  the  history  of  all  languages.  The  fact  is 
that  the  English  language  is  entirely  composed  of 
words  from  other  languages,  the  greater  part  of  which 
are  Saxon,  and,  hence,  when  the  German  uses  an  occa- 
sional English  word  or  phrase,  he  but  receives  the 
return  of  what  was  borrowed  from  his  language.  We 
introduce  several  examples  from  the  compositions  of 
writers  who  use  the  Pennsylvania  German  with  the 
English  admixture,  illustrating  the  kind  of  Pennsyl- 
vania German  spoken  in  localities  where  the  people 
come  in  contact  with  the  English.  The  first  speci- 
men is  a  poem,  entitled  **S'  Fawr^  in  d'r  Train" 
("  Riding  on  the  Train"),  written  for  Home's  '*  Penn- 
sylvania German  Manual"  by  the  present  senatqr 
from  Lehigh  County,  Hon.  M.  C.  Henninger : 

S'   FAWRA   IN   D'K  TRAIN. 

*S  is  Oles  hendich  eigericht 

In  uns'ra  goota  zeit, 
'S  brouch  sich  neraond  blogil  ma, 

'Unles  'r  is  net  g'sheit. 
DV  ahtem  doot  ules  for  de  leit, 

Sel  is  yusht  wos  ich  main ; 
Un  won  m'r  argets  he  wil  ga, 

Don  fawrt  m'r  in  d'r  train. 

'S  wawr  net  so  goot  in  Olt'r  zeit, 

S6!  was  ich  forna  nous  ; 
DSs  niOcht  f  leicht  dal  olta  has, 

DQ,cb  sawg  ich's  frei  herons. 
Se  sin  gfilufa  01  d'r  wag 

Ftin  finf  bis  fufzicb  raeil, 
'N  pawr,  de  6p6s  reicb'r  wawr'n, 

Sin  gonga  uf  de  geil. 

So  wawr  d'r  shteil  in  olt'r  zeit, 

'S  lawfa  wawr  ka  ehflnd ; 
WOb  is  m'r  Ols  dohe  gadrCilt, 

S6l  is  eich  goot  bakOnt. 
'S  is  nima  so  in  nnsra  zeit, 

'S  fawrt  yad'r  won  'r  kOn, 
Un  war  gawr  nimi  lawfa  dut, 

Dar  is  d'r  chend'lmCn. 

Nou  fawrt  m'r  mit  d'r  insbein-kawrs— 

D68  is  *n  eis'n'r  goul, 
Dar  sbnouft  un  hfichet  we  on'r  fe, 

Dtich  aicht  m'r  gawr  ka  moul ; 
Dar  ward  net  med  un  wfin  'r  ehpringt 

N'  hun'rt  dous'nd  meil; 
Do  hut  *r  shoor  d'r  forzug  weit 

Filr  ol  de  6n'ra  geil. 

De  train  is  im'r  zimlich  fUl 

Mit  Oia  sfirta  Icit, 
'N  dal  de  sin  gawr  h6slich  dum, 

Un  On'ra  sin  zoo  gsheid. 
'S  bat  ufgebutsta  chent'1-leit. 

Dal  shwCrza  un  dal  weis, 
Un  ladis  fiin  d'r  rfichta  sort 

WOs  sin  Be  dilcb  so  neis. 

Do  sitet  'n  rSBk'l  in  d6m  sits, 
Un  dOrt  'n  gOot'r  cbrisht ; 


Glei  kumt  so  'n  dumi  wun'rnaws 
Un  frogt  dioh  war  doo  bisht. 

'N  frutshons  sitat  in  sSl'm  shtool, 
Bel  tiket  uf  'm  hoot, 

'R  mant  'r  war  'a  gOns  ol'a, 

W<5s  felt  'r  dCich  so  goot.  ^ 

'N  pOra  sitst  n6t  weit  aweg, 

D'r  mOcht  'n  lOnges  g'sicht, 
Un  di'iwa  is  80  'n  rot'r  karl, 

Dar  gukt  Gs  we  'n  licht, 
Un  weit'r  drous  is  nuch  'n  pawr, 

Uf  erem  bUchzich-trip 
Se  bleiwa  n6t  so,  orich  lOng, 

Dfis  w6t  ich  aw  'd  fip. 

Do  aitst  'n  weibsmfinsh  mit  er'm  kind, 

'S  kreisht  am  dD,l  un  dawb, 
De  kawrs  gat  markiwardig  shtork, 

Woa  rast  dfes  d&ch  d'r  shtawb. 
M'r  ward  fardiekt  fun  kup  zoo  foos, 

Mit  koia-Ssh  un  ahmok  ; 
Dtich  51  dSs  nSmt  m'r  gnadich  'aw 

Fr'n  zimlich  gootar  cbok. 

Be  kars  dunSrt  durch  barg  und  dawl, 

'En  lewi  lOngi  shdtun, 
Un  won  se  dOrcli  'n  tUnSI  gat, 

D'no  sicbt  m'r  gor  ka'  sun. 
M'r  mus  aw  im'r  engstich  sei, 

Se  shpringt  ob  fUn  d6r  *baw 
'Od'r  treft  f'leicbt  'n  rinshtikfee, 

Wos  gebt  's  don  d'no? 

D'no  gSbt's  'n  weaht'r  aksident, 

'S  is  ol63  gOns  f  rkart, 
D6  weibaleit  warn  Omecbtich, 

De  moDsleit  sin  Trshtart, 
D'r  inshiner  blost  mard'rl  ich, 

De  inshein  gat  druf  los, 
Nou  shpringt  se  wSd'r'n  GIti  koo — 

Wos  gSbtVa  dOs  'n  shtos. 

So  'n  shtos  d'r  is  m'r  n6t  g'want, 

'R  mocht  'm  dawb  un  shtum, 
'N  dal  de  shlawga  hortsl'bawm, 

Un  kuma  net  r6cht  rum, 
Un  onSra  shtan  uf  bSnd  un  fes 

Se  holta  fesht  Om  flor 
'En  yader  winsht,  er  war  dahem, 

Ous  dara  grosa  g'for. 

So  gat  dSs  fawra  uf  d6r  train, 

Ich  has  68  Orich  sha, 
M'r  grikt  k6n  kflpwa  ftin  der  hits, 

Un  aw  ka'  shteifi  ba, 
M'r  kawft  sei  tiket  furua  nous 

D'no  is  m6r  ol  0.  K. 
Un  wons'  hast  "tickets  if  you  please,' 

DOn  racht  m'r  'n  6wa  he. 


We  also  append  a  vocabulary  of  such  Pennsyl- 
vania German  words  as  commence  with  the  letter  D, 
taken  from  Home's  "  Pennsylvania  German  Diction- 
ary," published  in  1875,  to  further  illustrate  the  words 
in  use,  and  giving  their  English  and  High  German 
equivalents,  those  commencing  with  D  being  selected 
as  they  constitute  a  fair  average  of  the  number  of 
words  in  use  under  eacli  letter  of  the  alphabet.  The 
words  are  spelled  phonetically. 
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D',  (ifi,  the,  (dat.  pi.  nrticle,)  belt 

dachlicli,  daily,  taglid). 

dad,  dat,  (pi.  datil),  did,  t^atett. 

diifore,  before,  in  favor  of,  bafur* 

dafan,  of  it,  therefrom,  ba»OU. 

dag,  dough,  STeifl. 

dagaga,  against,  biiflcgeit. 

dagich,  doughy,  teigig. 

daham,  at  home,  ju  ^au€. 

dal,  part,  partly,  Ziitit,  jitm  SiftelT. 

dala,  to  share,  to  deal,  tljeitcn,  IjaiibeTn  miU 

dalya  dahlia,  ®eorgine. 

damedich,  humble,  meek,  bcmiit&igen. 

damOud.  diamond,  X)iamant. 

danke,  thank  you,  |'d)ijneii  2'fliif. 

dar,  pi.  derft,  door,  31l)wr, 

djir,  the,  ber. 

dSra,  to  dry,  to  cure,  bijrren. 

darbaden,  turpentine,  iui'jjeutiit. 

daw,  dew,  Stfrou. 

Dawb,  deaf,  destitute  of  a  kernel,  taxt^ 

dawdi,  father,  SBater. 

dawed'r,  against,  bawiber. 

dawfshein,  baiitisnial  certificate,  Siaufft^cflU 

tlawg,  day,  Xag. 

dawgdeb,  idle  fellow,  Slagfcieb. 

dawgw6rk,  day's  work,  Xa^votrl. 

dawiar,  dollar,  Xi^altv. 

dawl'rods,  aster,  Xl)ahvrs>\t, 

dawr,  there,  ba,  bort. 

dawtum,  date,  'Datum. 

dazoo,  to  that,  also,  too,  bOJU. 

dftzwisha,  between,  bajreif^cn. 

de,  the,  bie. 

deb,  thief,  Dieb. 

dfebich,  quilt,  bed-spread,  %tp'pi^. 

debshtawl,  theft,  3)icbftat)t. 

derasho,  menagerie,  SfJeitaflcric. 

derashwel,  door-sill,  SLljiirfc^iuette. 

defendera,  to  defend,  »ei:t()eibi9Cii. 

deichia,  conduit  pipes,  9tijbren. 

deiks'l,  thill,  wagon  tongue,  2)ci(I)feI. 

deiks'lnog'l,  thill -pin,  Slotljnaflel. 

deika'ltihnr.l,  pole-piece,  2)eid)fetrcEniane. 

deitlich,  plain,  distinct,  clear,  beutlti^, 

deit'r,  pointer,  'Deuter. 

deitsh,  German,  beiitfd)- 

deutshlond,  Gormany,  ;i)eutfd)laiib. 

deitshlfiii'r,  one  born  in  Germany,  2)cittfcfeer. 

deitsbl6narish,  alter  the  manner  of  Germany,  bcutfi^Ianberif^, 

deiw'l,  devil,  Stcufel. 

deiw'lsdrKk,  assafuotida,  £eufclsbrccf. 

dok,  cover,  2)erfe, 

deka,  to  thatch,  to  put  a  roof  on,  becfeii. 

d6kbed,  coverlet,  featherbed,  X>ecftctt. 

dek'l,  lid,  Dedel. 

dSk'lglos,  tankard,  1)tdti^lai. 

dek'lkon,  with  n  lid,  X)c(ie(faiine. 

dek'sl,  adze,  to  cut  with  adze,  JSiummnyt 

dei'r,  plate,  Zefler.      , 

d6m,  to  this,  bem. 

Dfimadi,  timothy,  £icfd)0rai. 

demograwt,  democrat,  Demolrat 

d6mpa,  to  coddle,  to  boil,  bamvfcii. 

dfimarung,  twilight^  2)0 mnie rung 

dena,  to  those,  bciiefl. 

deng'I,  to  hammer  scythes,  dengeln. 

deng'lahtuk,  a  little  anvil  on  which  the  edge  of  a  scythe  Is  hammered, 

DeitflcIHutf. 
deiik,  to  think,  benfen. 
denkzGt'l,  reminder,  "Dzn^etttL 
densar,  dancer,  Xaiijer, 
desgleicha,  also,  too,  beiflleidjeii. 
desh'lgront,  shepherd's  pnrse,  3)efd)elfrau 
dfismol,  for  this  time,  !Die»inal. 
deat,  desk,  ^utt. 
dezfimb'r,  Dezembor,  Dejem&er, 


dib'ld(jnich,  diblich,  Bpotted,  gcfleflt. 

dicb,  thee  or  you,  bti^. 

dicbt'r,  poet,  ©ii^ter. 

dids,  teats,  Si^^n. 

dik,  thick,  bidf. 

dikbokich,  full  cheeks,  bldbodHg, 

diksBkich,  punch-bellied,  birfbauc&f0. 

din,  thin,  biinn. 

dinda,  ink,  Xintt. 

dindftglos,  inkstand,  STintenfai. 

ding,  dings  g'mOcht,  thing,  told  stories,  DiWJ. 

dinga,  to  hire,  bingen. 

dinshdmad'l,  servant  girl,  S)ienilmagb. 

dinshdog,  Tuesday,  2)ienfioa. 

dish,  table,  %i\^. 

dishd'l,  thistle,  ©ifiet 

dishduch,  table-cloth,  Stifcituc^. 

d'm,  d'n,  to  the,  the,  bem,  ben. 

d'no,  d'nort,  d'rno,  after  that,  nai^ticr, 

do,  there,  ba. 

dOba,  paw,  55fotc. 

dobs,  to  grap  for,  to  tumble,  gretfett,  fatten 

dobich,  clumsy,  ungefi^itft. 

duch,  roof,  'S)a6). 

dOchdrtif,  eaves,  IDflcfetraufc. 

dochfensht'er,  dormer  vrindow,  'S)a3)ftnfUt 

dCclifarsht,  ridge  pole,  ©odtgiebcl. 

dochkCnd'I,  rainspout,  2)Q(^fontel[. 

dochlawda,  hatchway,  3)fli^faben. 

dockrood,  purlin  or  purline,  'Dac^ruHlC 

dCchsbtul,  ridge-lead,  Da^ftuljl. 

dod,  death,  dead,  Xob,  tobt. 

dodabawr,  bier,  Saftrc. 

dodaglad.  shroud,  Stobtenlleib. 

dodawOga,  hearse,  SnobtcnltJogen. 

dod  gOnga,  to  die,  tobtgegangcit. 

dofan,  dud'rfQn,  of  that,  boioon. 

dog,  day,  Zaq. 

dOgbuch,  daybook,  diary,  STagcbwdj. 

dogl6n'r,  day  laborer,  Xagelblincr. 

dogabruch,  break  of  day,  dawn,  STagcS-OnBru^. 

doka,  raccoon,  SRafun. 

dOksbanich,  badger  footed,  bai^*6einig, 

dol,  millers'  share,  toll,  3ott. 

dom,  dam,  "Dam. 

domit,  therewith,  bomit, 

domols,  at  that  time,  bama(£. 

dump,  vapor,  3)flmpf. 

dOn,  then,  banii. 

dsnki,  thanks,  S)an!. 

donkbawr,  thankful,  grateful,  bar.tbar. 

dOnlibawrkad,  thankfulness,  gratitude,  ^^anlbarlett 

d(ins-a,  dance,  to  dance,  Stauj. 

don  un  won,  now  and  then,  baim  unb  luaun. 

doo,  thou  or  you,  3)ii. 

doo,  dona,  doosht,  dood,  to  do,  dost,  do,  ttiuit,  t^u,  t^ufl. 

dop'l,  dOp's,  a  clumsy  fellow,  iiilpd. 

dGr,  tar,  £I)ccr. 

dorcli,  through,  bitrt^. 

durchbringa,  to  squander,  biir^bringcn. 

dorcbbringar,  spendthrift,  SBerfd)»)cnter. 

dOrchdriwa,  thorough,  burdjtrtcben, 

dOrchfola,  fall  through,  burd)fiiUcii. 

dOrchgaa,  to  run  off,  to  escape,  burd)fle^cn,  forHaufcn, 

dorchg'shlidsd,  slit  througli,  Mirdjflcfdjli^t. 

dtJrchg'widsht,  escaped,  eiUronucn. 

dorchlawf,  diarrhoea,  Seibwcb. 

dOrc'niiuV,  in  confusion,  mixed  up,  burd)cinaiibcr. 

dOrchous,  through,  by  all  means,  buri^au?. 

dOrchous  n6t,  on  no  account,  burd)au«  utd)t. 

dOrchsana,  to  look  over  (a  book),  burrtjl'thcu. 

dOrchseiha,  to  strain,  to  filter,  biin^fciljeii. 

dOrchshimara,  to  be  perceptible  through,  bur(^fd)immMn. 

dOrchsheina,  to  shine  through,  biu-d)fc^eiiiciu 

dOrchshtficha,  to  pierce,  burd)ftei^en. 

dCrchsichtig,  transparent,  burd)fitfetig. 

dOrchsucha,  to  search,  to  ransack,  burd)fu*r 
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ddrchwSk,  throughout,  on  average,  buri^iucg. 

dOrchwOks,  boneset,  2)urd)lrofl(^iS. 

ddrchzwSnga,  to  force  through,  buri^jwenflen. 

dOrd'ldoub,  turtledove,  STurteltaube, 

dOrm,  gut,  intestine,  Darm. 

dOrm'l,  giddiness,  Staiimel, 

dOrmlich,  giddy,  toutticln. 

dOrmsad,  gut  string,  cat  gut,  IDarmfcUe. 

dOrn,  thorn,  ©orrt. 

ddrnich,  thorny,  toriitg. 

ddrshd,  thirst,  !Durfi. 

dOrshdig,  thii-sty,  burflig. 

dda,  that,  tlian,  ba§,  aii. 

doa,  a  dose  of  medicine,  Xioflj* 

doub,  pigeon,  dove,  Xaubc. 

douw&,  staves  (of  a  barrel),  j^aibauBett 

doumling,  thumhstall,  Saumliiig. 

dou'r,  duration,  ©aucr. 

dou'rhOft,  lasting,  durable,  strong,  fcaiter'^ftft. 

dousgndyarich  reich,  Millenium,  taufenbid^riged  0tei(^, 

dous6ndgildagrout,  gentian,  STaurenbgutbcnlrout. 

dV,  the,  ber. 

dra,  turn,  curve,  crank,  !Erc(ie.  ' 

draa,  to  turn,  to  twist,  brc&eit, 

drafi,  (bud'r),  to  churn,  Sultern. 

draa,  to  threaten,  brofceit. 

drabonk,  turning  lathe,  !5)re(^fefbanl, 

drad'r,  treadle,  iretcr. 

dradpoiiar,  tread  power,  Srct'SKaf^ine. 

di-ah6nd'I,  winch,  '3)re(}C. 

drawm,  dream,  iraum. 

drawga,  to  carry,  to  wear,  tragetl. 

dreb,  dim,  cloudy,  impure,  tru&. 

drebsawl,  tribulation,  Xriibfal. 

drfichd'r,  funnel,  S;rid)ter. 

dr6chd'rblum,  morning  glory,  STri^tcrbfume. 

drfichd'rkucha,  funnel  cake,  2:ri(^terfU(^en. 

drgfa,  to  hit,  treffcn. 

drefta,  tares,  cheat,  Strefje. 

drei,  three,  farei. 

dreibietrich,  threefoil,  breiBlfittrig. 

dreidradich,  having  three  stands,  three-ply,  breibratig. 

dreiek,  dreishpits,  triangle,  Sreictf. 

dreiekig,  triangular,  breictfig. 

dreiOng'l,  triangle  (musical  inati'ument,)  ^Jrciangel. 

dreiwa,  to  drive,  treibcn. 

dreiwar,  coachman,  drover,  Zxtihtr,  ^utfc^er,  Sie^^ditbler 

dreiyarich,  three  years  old,  breiiotjrig 

drfik,  dirt,  3!)red. 

drekich,  dirty,  soiled,  bretfig,  fd)mu§ii 

dr6p,  stairs,  Xrejjpe. 

drgpsia,  to  dribble,  fall  in  small  drops,  trijpfein 

dresha,  to  thrash,  brefdjcn. 

drgehden,  thrashing  floor,  ©i^cuerflur 

drfishd'r,  pomace,  Strcfter. 

dreshfifig'l,  flail,  2)rcfc^flescl. 

drSshmSahen,  thrashing  machine,  2)refi^mflf^inc. 

d'rfor,  for  it,  bflfur. 

d'rfun,  of  it,  from  it,  baoon. 

diibla,  to  move  with  small  drops,  to  patter,  triplJcIlU 

drid'l,  third  part,  widow's  dower,  brittel. 

drika,  to  press,  to  squeeze,  briiien, 

drikning,  drouth,  ©iirre. 

driia,  to  drill,  britlen.  / 

drilsak,  hacksaw,  Srtt(*©age. 

drin,  in  it,  inside,  bflrin,  intueitbig. 

driwa,  over,  on  the  other  side;  britben,  iibcr. 

driw'r,  over,  bariiber. 

d'rnawa,  by  the  aide  of,  at  the  same  time,  bancbeil 

drOch,  dragon,  *I)ra(ftc. 

drOchaiQch,  cave,  §ijljle. 

drod,  wire,  wax  ends,  (shoemaker)  2)ra'bt. 

drodshdumba,  shoemakers'  ends,  wax  ends,  !Drattteitben« 

drodgOrn,  shoemakers'  thread,  2)Viiljt3arii, 

drodzOng,  pliers,  ©ra^tjaitgc. 

drok,  trough,  Zrofl. 

drOu;  flehoil,  Xf}van» 


drCd,  trot,  trflS 

droura.  to  mourn,  trflucrn. 

drouft,  to  marry,  copuliren. 

drouarleit,  mourners,  !l?cid)CiU'egtcitCt. 

droub,  grape,  SBeiiitrfliibert. 

drourich,  sad,  afflicted,  traitrtg. 

drous,  out,  outside,*.bavaii5,  brougeit, 

drowa,  on  the  top,  batauf,  obcn, 

drub,  drove,  STruppe. 

draba,  drop,  Stropfcn, 

drubsa,  fall  in  trops,  tvopfetn. 

druf,  upon  it,  boraiif. 

drufg'shnopt,  died,  gefiorben. 

druka,  dry,  SLroifen. 

diuka,  to  print,  bnicfen. 

drukaded'r,  dandruff,  ®rinb. 

drukart-i,  printing  office,  3)rucfcret 

druk'r,  printer,  3)rurfer. 

drtil,  troll,  a  short  gallop,  troUen. 

drum,  drum,  Xvommtl. 

drumbad,  clarion,  SCvompetc. 

drumsak,  cross-cut  saw,  gro^e  ©fige. 

druna,  among,  below,  baruiiter,  untctt. 

drilnk,  trunk,  ^iijfcr. 

drtis'l,  trestle,  Stajfel 

d'g,  that,  ba|. 

dilbia,  to  double,  boppeirt 

diibl'd,  double,  boppelt. 

duch,  handkercliief,  broad  cloth,  STuc^, 

dQchd'r,  daughter,  3)od)ter. 

dudseiid,  dozen,  !i)u^eiib. 

dud'lsolt,  bagpi|je,  Xuibelfacf. 

dukd'r,  doctor,  physician,  9trjt. 

dtiktarii,  to  take  medicine,  to  be  attended  by  a  physician,  einen  Strjt 

tjaben. 
dUktara,  to  adulterate,  uerfalft^en.  » 

dukmeisich,  sneaking,  budmaufif^. 
duiabawn,  tulip,  SEiilpe. 
daimetsh'r,  interpreter,  2)0tmetfd)er. 
dum,  ignorant,  stupid,  bitmm. 
dtimhada,  blunders,  frivolities,  2)ummbciten. 
dunijjich,  hot,  close,  (air)  bumpfig. 
dunikiip,  blockheiid,  I)iimiufopf. 
dun,  ton,  Xoniie. 
dum'l,  to  hnrry,  to  husten. 
dunara,  to  thunder,  boiinerit. 
dQnarwed'r,  thunderstorm,  DoiinerWettcr,  Oewitter, 
dunk6s,  gravy,  sauce,  SPvu!)e, 
dunkU,  dark,  bunfel. 
dunsbt,  vapor,  !S)unft. 
puplich,  spotted,  flectig,  geflecft. 
dushd'r,  dusk,  twilight,  ^afbbunlel. 
duwok,  tobacco,  XabaU 

The  next  specimen  consists  of  several  extracts  from 
Ranch's  "Pennsylvania  Dutch  Hand-Book,"  and  ex- 
emplifies the  manner  in  which  E.  H.  Ranch,  Esq.,  the 
editor  of  the  Carboii  Democrat  ("Pit  Schweifelbren- 
ner"),  writes  Pennsylvania  Dutch,  as  he  terms  it. 

THE   DOCTOR.— DER  DUCKTER. 

Doctor  in  sicU-room.— Well,  what  seems  to  be  the  matter  with  Annie? 

Duckter  in  der  kronka  shtoob.— Well,  wass  Is  letz  mit  der  Annie? 

Mother  at  bedside. — Indeed,  I  don't  know  what  is  the  matter.    She 

was  ailing  all  of  yesterday  and  last  night,  with  severe  headache  and 

feverish,  and  it  seems  to  me  also  that  she  has  a  swelling  of  the  neck. 

Mooter  om  side  fum  bet.— Eei  ich  wais  g'wiss  net  wo's  failed.    Se 

hut  gaclaug'd  geshter  der  gons  dawg  un  aw  de  letsht  naucht,  hut 

kupwEe  un  fever,  un  es  coomd  mer  aw  fore  era  hola  wa3r  g'ahwuUa. 

D.  (Feeling  pulse.)  Yes,  she  seems  to  be  a  little  feverish.    Annie,  just 

let  me  see  your  tongue.  Yes,  that's  it.  Has  Annie  been  eating  anything 

this  morning? 

D.  (Feeld  der  pools.)  Yaw,  se  sheind  a  wennich  feverish  tzu  si. 
Annie,  weis  mer  amohl  di  tzoong.    Yaw,  so  is  'a.    Hut  de  Annie 
ebbfca  g'essa  den  morya? 
M.  No,  not  a  mouthful  except  two  soft  boiled  eggs,  a  piece  of  toast 
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well  buttered,  and  a  piece  of  steak  about  half  as  big  as  my  hand.    She 
drank  two  cupa  of  coffee,  however. 

M.  Nay,  net  a  mowlful   except  tzwae  waich   gakuchty  oyer,  a, 
shtick  toast  goot  gabooterd  un  a  shtick  flaish  net  holb  so  gross  os 
my  hond.    Se  hut  aw  tzwje  cuplin  coffee  gadroonka. 
D,  Oh,  then  her  case  may  not  necessarily  be  a  serious  one.    At  all 
events,  I  think  we'll  soon  get  her  over  this  attack. 

D.  Oh,  don  ia  era  case  doch  net  g'fairlicb.   Anyhow,  ich  denk  mer 
wserra  se  bol  ivver  den  attack  bringa. 
M.  I  hope  BO,  for  I  don't  know  what  I'd  do  if  Annie  would  die — it 
would  set  me  crazy. 

M.  Ich  will  so  hufifa,  for  ich  wais  net  wass  ich  du  dait  wann  de 
Annie  shtarwa  set — es  dait  mer  narrich  maucha. 
D.  Don't  be  uneasy,  she'll  be  all  right  in  a  day  or  two  :  no  danger  at  all. 
D.  Si  net  unruish,  se  coomd  oil  recbt  in  a  dawg  odder  tzwaB : 
gor  kfB  g'fore. 
M.  What  Is  it  that's  the  matter  with  ber — it  isn't  what  they  call  con- 
gestion of  the  brain,  is  it? 

M.  Wass  is  es  os  era  failed — is  's  net  wass  se  de  congestian  fum 
gaharn  haisa  ? 
D.  No  indeed — nothing  of  that  kind — it's  only  a  case  of  overtasking 
the  stomach  and  a  slight  cold,  causing  some  nervous  agitation,  with  a 
little  mental  prostration. 

D.  Nay,  nay,  nix  fun  der  awrt — es  isyoosht  an  ivverlawdung  fum 
mawga  un  a  wennich  kalt  os  an  narfishe  unru  ferooraaucht  mit  a 
wennich  gameets  fershwecherung. 
M.  But  doctor,  Annie  is  very  sick — seriously  sick,  and  I'm  sure  she 
needs  medicine. 

M.  Awer  duckter,  de  Annie  is  orrick  kronk — g'fairlich  kronk,  un 
ich  bin  sure  os  se  meditzeen  bawa  moos. 
D.  Well  yes,  of  course,  it's  as  I  say — she's  sick,  but  what  I  mean  ia,  she 
is  not  in  that  sort  of  condition  as  to  cause  the  least  alarm. 

D.  Well  yaw,  of  course,  ea  is  we  ich  sawg,  se  is  kronk,  awer  wass 
icb  mane  is,  os  se  net  in  so  a  condition  is  os  enniche  unru  feroor 
saucha  set. 
M.  May  be  it's  what  they  call  diphtheria  ?    Oh  ;  I  do  hope  she'll  get 
over  it. 

M.  Ferleicht  is  's  wass  se  diphtheria  haisa?    Oh  I  ich  du  huffa  se 
coomd  drivver. 
D.  No  diphtheria  at  all,  and  in  fact  nothing  serious  of  any  kind. 
Fact  is,  I  can't  name  any  particular  complaint,  because  there  is  none 
other  than  as  I  stated — slightly  indisposed. 

D.  Gor  kffi  diphtheria,  un  in  fact  gor  nix  g'fairlichs  fun  ennicher 

awrt.     De  fact  is,  ich  con  kse  particularer  nawma  fun  kronkheit 

gevra  well  es  kae  realy  kronkheit  is,  awer   yoosht   a  wennich 

ung'aoondichkeit. 

M.  Then  yuu  are  not  going  to  give  her  any  medicine,  are  you?    If  you 

won't,  I'll  have  to  send  for  Doctor  Smith,  because  I'm  as  certain  as  I  live 

that  Annie  is  seriously  sick. 

M.  Demnoch  wid  era  kae  meditzeen  gevva;  wann  net  shick  ich 

for  der  Duckter  Shmit,  for  ich  bin  so  sure  os  icb  lajb  os  de  Annie 

g'fairlich  kronk  is. 

D.  Well,  you  may  send  for  Doctor  Smith  it  you  will,  and  if  you  do,  he 

will  fully  agree  with  me  that  there  is  nothing  serious  the  matter  with 

Annie. 

D.  Well,  dn  mawgsht  for  der  Duckter  Shmit  shicka  wana  du  wit 
un  wann  du  doosht,  don  wa^rd  or  aw  fallens  agreea  mit  mer  os  gor 
nix  g'fairlichea  mit  der  Annie  is. 
M.  Well  I'll  take  your  word  for  it,  but,  then  I'm  sure  ahe  needs  some 
medicine. 

M.  Well,  ich  will  don  di  wardt  derfore  nemma,  awer,  ich  bin  aure 

08  se  doch  meditzeen  bawa  mus. 

D.  Oh  yes,  of  course  she  does,  and  I  mean  to  give  her  just  what  she 

needs,  and  if  you'll  let  me  have  a  piece  of  paper  I'll  prepare  aome  pow- 

dera — the  very  thing  that  will  bring  her  all  right  inside  of  twenty-four 

hours., 

D.  Oh  yaw,  of  course,  un  ich  will  aw  gevva  yooaht  wass  sebraucht, 

un  wann  du  mer  'n  shtick  bobbeer  gebsht  will  ich  etlich  pilferlin 

prepara  forse;  un   selly  bringa  se  roua  in  wennicher  OB  feer  un 

tzwonsich  shtoond. 

The  doctor  prepared  the  powders,  and  directed  one  to  be  taken  in 

sugar  every  two  hours,  and  as  he  left  the  room,  Annie's  mother  began 

to  suspect  that  after  all  ahe  may  have  been  needlessly  alarmed. 

Der  Duckter  hut  de  pilferlin  prepared  un  g'orderd  anes  ei  tzu 
gevva  oily  tzwre  shtoond,  un  we  ar  tzu  der  shtoob  nous  is,  but  der 
Annie  era  mooter  suspecli  os  cm  end  hut  se  kee  ursauch  g'hot  for 
unrooich  tzu  si. 


DRY  GOODS. 
Clerk.— How  do  you  do  to-day,  mam.    Can  I  be  of  any  service  to  you? 

Clarrick. — We  maucbts  heit.    Con  ich  ebbas  du  for  dich  ? 
Xiady.— I  want  to  see  some  of  your  best  black  silks. 

Lady.— Ich  will  amohl  eier  beshter  shwartza  sida  sana. 
C.  Tes  'm.     Just  please  step  this  way.    Here  are  the  beat  gooda  ever 
produced— pei-fectly  faultleas.    Here  is  a  piece  at  a  dollar;  and  here  at 
one  and  a  quarter  ;  this  at  one  dollar  sixty,  and  here  still  better  at  one 
eighty. 

C.  Taw,    Si  so  goot  un  shtep  den  waig.    Dob  sin  de  beahty  gooda 
OS  yeamohia  g'maucht  sin  warra,  parted  un  failer-fri.     Dob  is  'u 
shtick  on  a  dawler;  un  dob  on  anes  un  a  fsertle  ;   nu  dos  dob  a 
dawler  un  sechtzich,  un  doh  ols  noch  besser  for  an  dawler  un  auch- 
tzich. 
E.  Sure  that  thia  is  the  best  ? 
L.  Sure  os  des  's  besht  ia? 
C.  Rely  on  it,  thia  is  the  very  best  that  the  leading  houses  of  New 
York  and  Philadelphia  can  lurnisb.      There  is  nothing  anywhere  to 
surpass  these  goods. 

C.  Ferlues  dich  druf,  des  is  's  very  beaht  os  mer  kawfa  con  in  de 
leading  heiser  in  Nei  Yorrick  odder  Philadelphia.    Esaingorkaa 
gooda  06  dedoh  beata  keniia. 
L.  It  looks  well— you  are  sure  it'sthebest?    Mrs.  Jenkins  baa  a  dress 
that  seemed  to  me  unsui-passed,  and  I  want  none  below  that  grade. 

L,  Es  gookt  ahse — bisht  sure  os  des  's  besht  ia  oa  tzu  bawa  is? 
De  Mrs.  Jenkins  hut  'n  dress  os  mer  ivvertrefflich  fore  coomd  un 
ich  will  nix  os  net  uf  coomd  tzu  eras. 
C.  Why  Mrs.  Jenkins'  dress  to  which  you   refer  is  from  this  very 
piece,  and  you  say  truly,  it  is  unsurpassed. 

C.  Ei  der  Mrs.  Jenkins  era  dress  ia  fun  dem  very  same  shtick,  un 
du  husht  recht  wanu  du  sawgsht  's  is  ivvertrefflich. 
L,  Then  you  have  none  to  beat  this,  have  you  ? 

L.  Demnoch  husht  nix  os  dea  beata  con? 
C,  Well,  let  me  see,  here  is  a  pieceof  figured  goods,  equal  as  to  quality 
and  as  a  matter  of  taste.    I  incline  to  think  itia  richer  in  consequence 
of  the  figure. 

C,  Well,  luBB  mieb  sana — doh  is  'n  shtick  os  g'figgerd  is  un  es  is 
yoosht  'n  froke  fun  taste  eb  's  shenner  is;  ich  denk  de  iigger  gebt 
dem  a  shenners  awsai. 
L    What's  the  price  of  it? 

L.  Wass  ia  der  price  fum  dem  ? 
0.  Well,  the  price  of  this  is  two  ten — just  twenty-five  cents  per  yard 
more. 

C.  Well,  der  price  fun  dem  is  tzwse  dawler  un  tzse  cent — yusht 
flnf  un  tzwonsich  cent  de  yord  mainer. 
L.  It's  higher  priced,  then,  is  it? 

L.  Don  is  des  doh  haicher  in  price? 
C.  Yes,  twenty-five  cents  higher,  and  I  think  it  worth  fully  that  much 
more. 

C.  Yaw,  finf  un  tzwonsich  cent  haicher,  un  ich  denk  es  ia  aw 
fullens  HO  feel  niai  weert. 
L.  I  don't  know  but  that  it  ia,  and  I  think  it  looks  yet  richer  than 
Mr8.  Jenkins' — don't  you  think  so  too? 

L.  Ich  wase  net  eb  's  net  so  is,  un  ich  denk  es  gookt  noch  reicher 
OS  der  Mrs.  Jenkins  eras — denksht  net  aw  so? 
C.  Oh  certainly,  it's  richer  and  better. 

C.  Yaw  gawiss,  es  is  reicher  nn  besser. 
L.  Well,  I'll  take— let  me  see— eighteen  yards- and  you  may  fill  the 
necessary  trimmings,  and  send  it  up  to  No.  945  Quality  Street.    The  bill 
you'll  send  to  my  husband,  Mr.  Swelling,  at  his  office.  No.  2S  Fiuawe 
Avenue. 

L.  Well,  ich  nemn— luss  mohl  sana— anchtzain  yard,  un  du 
mawgsht  de  trimmings  adda,  un  shicks  nuf  tzu  nummer  nine 
hoonert  un  fiuf  un  fairtzich  (945)  Quality  Sbtrose,  De  bill  shicksht 
tzu  meim  monn  on  siner  ofiBce,  nummer  aucht  un  tzwonsich  (28) 
Finawe  Avenue. 

Religion  and  Education.— Tacitus,  the  Latin  his- 
torian, two  thousand  years  ago,  gave  a  description  of 
the  German  character,  which,  at  this  day,  as  far  as 
the  virtues  ascribed  to  them  are  concerned,  is  appli- 
cable to  the  Pennsylvania  Germans.  These  bold 
pioneers  in  the  settlement  of  Pennsylvania  had 
brought   with   them   from   the   fatherland   their  re- 
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ligion,  love  for  education  and  liberty,  their  industry, 
economy,  and  indomitable  perseverance.  Equipped 
and  adorned  with  these  as  their  capital  and  accom- 
plishments, they  gained  possession  of  the  fertile  val- 
leys and  of  the  hill-sides,  even  to  the  summits,  which 
have  been  caused  by  their  labors  to  blossom  as  the 
rose,  to  yield  to  them  abundantly  the  fruits  of  the 
soil,  and  to  gladden  the  eye  of  the  observer  as  once 
did  the  fertilities  of  Goshen,  the  beauties  of  Sharon, 
the  rich  abundance  of  Canaan,  and  the  enchantments 
of  Paradise.  Among  the  few  treasures — very  few 
indeed — which  they  had  brought  from  their  homes 
beyond  the  sea  were  a  Bible,  a  Psalter,  Starke's 
"  GebiSt  Buch,"  and  Arndt's  "  Wahres  Christenthum." 
Not  one  of  them  was  without  religion  and  education, 
two  precious  legacies  which  they  had  brought  from 
the  Fatherland  and  transmitted  to  their  posterity. 
Houses  of  worship  were  erected  in  every  community, 
which,  though  but  rude  structures,  afforded  them 
places  in  which  to  worship  the  God  of  their  fathers. 
It  is  worthy  of  mention,  too,  that  these  church 
edifices,  hundreds  of  them  in  Eastern  Pennsylvania, 
I  have  been  built  and  owned  conjointly  by  different 
denominations,  sometimes  three  of  them  using  and 
owning  the  edifice,  having  services  on  alternate  Sun- 
days, or  on  different  hours  of  the  same  day,  by  agree- 
ment, worshiping  under  the  same  roof  for  a  century 
without  a  jar  or  discord.  Where,  in  all  this  land, 
can  another  section  of  country  be  found  in  which 
brethren  of  diflerent  religious  faiths  have  thus  dwelt 
together  in  unity  ?  It  is  doubtful,  indeed,  whether 
anywhere  in  Christendom  a  parallel  case  can  be  found, 
except,  perhaps,  in  Germany,  the  native  country  of 
these  people,  where,  in  certain  localities,  Protestants 
and  Catholics  worship  in  the  same  churches, — the 
one  body  of  Christians  occupying  the  building  in  the 
forenoon,  and  the  other  in  the  afternoon,  of  the  same 
day. 

The  children,  when  of  proper  age,  are  instructed 
in  the  principles  of  religion,  and  encouraged  to  be- 
come members  of  the  church  of  their  parents.  So 
carefully  and  conscientiously  were  these  duties  dis- 
charged by  parents,  that  fifty  years  ago  it  was  diflScult 
to  find  an  adult  who  was  without  church-member- 
ship. It  was  looked  upon  as  greatly  to  the  discredit 
of  any  one  who  lived  to  the  age  of  manhood  without 
having  made  a  profession  of  religion.  When  any  of 
these  sporadic  cases  were  found,  ministers  of  the  gos- 
pel regarded  it  their  duty  to  make  a  public  example 
of  them,  and  to  hold  them  up  as  a  warning  to  others 
on  the  day  of  their  reception  as  members  of  the  con- 
gregation. 

Church  discipline  was  also  rigidly  enforced,  and 
though  more  or  less  laxity  has  crept  into  some  of  the 
churches  of  the  present  time,  yet  in  most  of  them 
the  careful  practices  of  the  fathers  are  preserved. 
Examinations  of  candidates  for  church  membership 
are  made,  and  such  as  do  not  come  up  to  the  require- 
ment of  intellectual  and  moral  qualification  are  held 


in  abeyance  till,  after  further  instruction  of  mind  and 
conscience,  they  attain  to  the  proper  standard.  Mem- 
bers of  congregations  are  subjected  to  an  examina- 
tion before  they  are  admitted  to  the  commuuion-table. 
If  any  are  at  variance  with  their  neighbors,  a  recon- 
ciliation must  be  effected  before  they  can  come  to 
the  Lord's  table.  Those  that  live  in  outward  and 
gross  sins  are  prohibited  from  communing  until  they 
have  given  evidence  of  sincere  repentance.  Those 
who  have  been  guilty  of  overt  acts  of  transgression 
are  required  to  do  Kerohabusz  until  they  give  satisfac- 
tory evidence  of  a  reformation  of  their  hearts  and 
lives.  Suicides  were  formerly  buried  on  the  outside 
of  the  graveyard,  or  in  a  remote  corner  within, 
away  from  all  others.  The  graveyard  [Oottes  Acker) 
is  always  hard  by  the  church,  and  regular  sermons 
are  preached  in  the  church  on  funeral  occasions. 

Tj'he  educational  interests  of  the  young  have  always 
received  special  attention  at  the  hands  of  the  Ger- 
mans. In  the  Fatherland  every  child  is  compelled  to 
attend  school  from  the  age  of  seven  to  fourteen.  To 
find  a  German  who  cannot  read  and  write  is  as  much 
of  an  impossibility  as  to  find  one  of  fourteen  years 
and  over  who  is  not  a  confirmed  member  of  the 
church. 

In  conformity  with  the  custom  and  spirit  of  the 
Fatherland,  a  church  and  school-house  were  among 
the  first  buildings  erected  by  the  sons  of  their  worthy 
sires  as  they  reached  America.  In  every  German 
community  of  Pennsylvania,  from  the  Delaware  to 
Lake  Erie,  this  custom  was  perpetuated.  The  old 
edifices,  still  standing  at  many  places,  though  simple 
and  primitive  in  their  style  of  architecture,  bear  tes- 
timony to  the  high  value  which  these  people  placed 
on  education.  Teachers  too,  not  land  laefer  and  igno- 
ramuses, but  regularly-trained  instructors  coming  from 
the  gymnasia  and  schul-lehrer  seminarien  of  the  old 
country,  were  employed  whenever  the  early  settlers 
could  command  the  means  for  doing  so.  These  teach- 
ers were  not  mere  itinerants,  who  taught  a  term  and 
then  left,  but  they  were  permanently  employed. 
Houses  were  furnished  them,  and  farms,  containing 
in  some  cases  a  hundred  acres,  were  set  apart  for  the 
use  of  the  teacher,  who  at  the  same  time  was  also  the 
organist  of  the  church  and  musical  instructor.  He 
was  the  foresingcr, — not  the  chorister  nor  the  leader  of 
the  singing,  but  everything  that  the  word  foresinger 
implies.  The  teacher  was  as  indispensable  in  many 
respects  as  the  preacher,  and  ranked  only  second  to 
him.  In  many  cases  he  took  the  preacher's  place, 
especially  so  in  conducting  the  services  in  the  absence 
of  the  minister,  in  which  case,  though  not  permitted  to 
enter  the  pulpit,  as  that  belonged  to  the  minister  exclu- 
sively, in  distinction  of  his  office,  he  read  a  sermon  at 
the  altar.  Frequently  the  minister,  as  is  now  the 
case  in  the  sparsely  settled  sections  of  the  West  and 
Southwest,  was  the  school-teacher,  being  engaged  six 
days  of  the  week  in  teaching,  and  preaching  to  the 
congregation  on  Sunday,  as  well  as  holding  kinnerlehr. 
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The  Pennsylvania  Germans  a  century,  and  even 
fifty  years,  ago,  were  almost  without  exception 
farmers,  mechanics,  and  laborers.  Their  daily  toil 
on  the  farm  and  their  trades  kept  the  children  so 
busily  engaged  that  they  had  but  little  time  at  their 
command  for  school  or  study.  The  consequence  was 
that  the  education  of  many  was  sadly  neglected ;  not 
because  the  parents  disparaged  education,  but  from 
almost  inevitable  circumstances. 

They  did  not  so  readily  adopt  the  public-school 
system  in  its  earlier  days  as  some  of  their  English 
neighbors,  but  this  was  not  because  they  were  un- 
friendly to  education  and  schools.  Neither  is  their  op- 
position to  the  public  school  system  to  be  attributed  to 
ignorance,  as  those  not  conversant  with  the  facts  some- 
times think.  There  are  two  reasons  for  it.  Coming 
from  a  land  where  religion  is  taught  in  the  schools, 
they  feared  that  in  State  schools  their  most  precious 
heritage,  religion  and  religious  instruction,  would  be 
ignored,  and  the  moral  nature  of  their  children  left 
uncared  for  by  a  merely  secular  education.  And,  in 
the  second  place,  with  their  intense  love  of  liberty, 
and  having  come  from  a  land  where  church  and  state 
are  united,  producing  a  most  unhappy  state  of  things, 
they  sought  to  preserve  that  freedom  which  they  en- 
joyed here,  and  feared  that  by  the  establishment  of 
State  schools  a  step  might  be  taken  looking  towards 
a  union  of  school,  church,  and  state.  As  soon  as 
they  felt  convinced  that  such  a  course  was  not  con- 
templated, they  became  the  ardent  advocates  of  a 
free  school  system,  and  are  now  its  warmest  sup- 
porters. 

Their  Traits  of  Character. — The  greater  part  of 
the  Pennsylvania  Germans  are  farmers,  hardy  and 
industrious  tillers  of  the  soil.  They  are  robust, 
strong,  healthy,  and  hard  workers.  In  many  of  the 
rural  districts  women  assist  the  men  in  farm-work. 
Though  not  seen  following  the  plow,  it  is  nevertheless 
a  common  sight  to  see  them  engaged  in  raking  hay, 
binding  grain,  hoeing  and  husking  corn,  milking 
cows,  and  the  like.  If  it  be  a  failing,  their  failing  is 
that  they  work  too  much.  Ofttimes  we  have  seen 
young  ladies  whose  parents  were  worth  their  thou- 
sands engaged  as  servants,  waiting  on  tables  at  board- 
ing-school where  their  brothers  were  attending  as 
students.  While  these  women  may  not  be  experts  at 
the  piano,  and  yet  they  sometimes  are,  they  under- 
stand practically  how  to  bake  bread,  fry  beefsteak, 
and  prepare  a  most  sumptuous  and  tempting  meal. 
Every  mother  educates  her  daughters  in  the  art  of 
housekeeping  before  they  are  permitted  to  leave  the 
maternal  roof.  Solomon's  description  of  a  diligent 
wife  could  not  have  been  more  accurate  than  it  is,  if 
he  had  taken  a  Pennsylvania  German  girl  for  his 
model. 

As  farmers,  the  Pennsylvania  Germans  have  no 
superiors.  Their  good  native  judgment  guides  them 
in  the  selection  of  the  farm,  and  they  always  have  the 
best  in  the  land.     Many  a  worn-out  farm,  on  which 


the  original  possessor  starved,  has  been  purchased  at 
sheriff's  sale  and  the  soil's  fertility  reclaimed  by  these 
people.  In  a  few  years  the  new  possessor  becomes 
enriched,  and  lives  thereon,  as  their  proverb  has  it, 
wie  en  fogel  im  Mnfsawma.  Nowhere,  from  Canada 
to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  can  farms  be  found  in  as  high 
a  state  of  cultivation,  stocked  with  as  fine  sheep, 
horses,  and  cattle,  and  as  well  improved  with  fine, 
large,  convenient  buildings,  as  in  the  German  counties 
of  Pennsylvania. 

The  large  Schweitzer  scheuer,  Swiss  barn,  is  a  struc- 
ture peculiar  to  this  people.  It  is  one  of  the  first  ne- 
cessities of  the  farmer.  Even  when  his  house  is  in- 
different in  style,  and  cramped  in  the  interior  for  room, 
the  barn  is  commodious  and  supplied  with  all  the 
modern  conveniences.  The  heavy  farm  horses,  which 
are  always  kept  scrupulously  clean  and  well  fed,  re- 
flect great  credit  on  their  owners.  They  treat  their 
beasts  with  great  consideration,  foregoing  their  own 
convenience  rather  than  that  their  cattle  and  horses 
should  suffer.  The  horse  is  stabled  and  fed  before  the 
owner  looks  after  his  own  wants,  thus  fulfilling  the 
scriptural  precept  that  "the  righteous  man  regardeth 
the  life  of  his  beast." 

The  Pennsylvania  German  farmer  has  all  the  im- 
proved tools  and  machinery.  His  grain  is  sown,  har- 
vested, threshed,  and  cleaned  by  means  of  the  best 
machines.  All  the  latest  inventions,  if  proved  good, 
are  purchased,  regardless  of  cost.  His  dairy  has  the 
modern  improvements,  and  a  creamery  is  found  in  al- 
most every  neighborhood.  The  improved  breeds  of 
cattle  are  procured  for  dairy  purposes,  hundreds  of 
dollars  being  frequently  paid  for  a  choice  heifer. 
Fruit-trees  are  found,  not  only  in  the  immediate  sur-> 
roundings  of  the  buildings,  but  entire  orchards  of 
choice  varieties  of  apples,  ijears,  peaches,  plums,  etc., 
are  found  on  almost  every  farm.  It  is  not  uncommon 
to  meet  from  twelve  to  twenty  varieties  of  grapes  on  a 
farm.  In  many  sections  tobacco  is  raised  and  great 
profits  derived  therefrom.  The  fact  is,  the  Pennsyl- 
vania German  farmer  is  progressive,  and  when  he  finds 
that  a  new  crop  can  be  cultivated  to  advantage,  he  is 
npt  slow  in  introducing  it.  He  may  not  have  studied 
agricultural  chemistry  theoretically,  but  he  knows 
experimentally  how  to  adapt  his  crops  to  the  soil,  or 
the  soil  to  the  crops,  how  to  rotate  crops,  and  what 
ingredients  it  is  necessary  to  supply  to  the  soil.  He 
has  probably  not  studied  higher  arithmetic,  algebra, 
or  <;oometry,  nor  even  book-keeping,  but  he  knows 
how  to  balance  his  accounts  so  that  from  year  to  year 
his  property  is  enhanced  in  value.  He  may  not  have 
studied  political  economy,  but  he  has  learned  to  econ- 
omize practically,  so  that  when  the  properties  of  his 
Yankee  neighbors  fall  into  the  sheriff's  hands  he  is 
enabled  to  purchase  them. 

In  the  midst  of  his  busy  life,  the  Pennsylvania 
German  farmer  is  not  indifferent  to  the  cultivation  of 
his  ffisthetical  nature.  His  house  and  yard  are  often 
very  tastefully  fixed  and  arranged.     Great  taste  is 
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displayed  in  his  flower-garden.  The  housewife,  with 
her  good  sense,  provides  unostentatious  decorations 
for  her  rooms  and  parlors,  while  her  beautiful  flowers 
in  pots  adorn  the  windows,  and  often  require  a  small 
conservatory  for  their  preservation  in  winter,  so  that, 
transplanted  in  spring,  in  summer,  and  even  till  late 
fall,  the  tastefully  laid  out  yard  is  fragrant  with  their 
odor,  while  their  beautiful  and  varied  colors  please 
the  eye. 

Music  is  one  of  the  fine  arts  very  extensively  culti- 
vated among  this  people.  An  organ,  and  not  unfre- 
quently  a  piano,  is  found  in  almost  every  house. 
Around  this  musical  instrument,  which  many  a  far- 
mer's daughter  can  play,  the  young  folks  of  the 
neighborhood  gather  of  an  evening  or  a  Sunday  after- 
noon, and  fill  the  air  with  the  sounds  of  their  clear, 
I  almost  stentorian,  voices.  The  notes  may  not  be  quite 
as  delicate  as  refined  operatic  music,  yet  they  sing 
with  such  a  heartiness  and  good  cheer  that  the  music 
seems  to  come  from  the  inmost  soul.  It  is  an  out- 
burst of  feeling,  of  emotion,  strong  and  eloquent, 
which,  though  pronounced  by  the  city  belle  as  not 
delicately  beautiful,  nevertheless  is  beautifully  sub- 
lime. Orpheus-like,  the  Pennsylvania  German  far- 
mer's daughter,  by  hand  and  voice,  has  often  caused, 
if  not  the  tree-tops,  yet  the  head  of  full  many  a  city 
dude  to  bow  at  the  magic  charm  of  her  music,  and, 
Icarus-like,  his  wings  melted,  to  be  drawn  by  the  re- 
sistless siren  strains  to  the  fatal  coast  of  some  Pennsyl- 
vania German  homestead. 

As  neighbors,  they  are  extremely  kind  and  friendly, 
They  frequently  assist  each  other  by  loans  of  money. 
Before  the  modem  innovations  and  customs  were  in- 
troduced, these  loans  were  made  without  interest  and 
without  requiring  instruments  of  writing.  Even  when 
notes  were  given,  the  holder  sometimes  handed  the 
note  to  the  borrower,  with  the  remark,  "  I  might  lose 
the  paper,  and  then  when  you  return  the  money  it 
would  cause  trouble  if  I  could  not  find  the  note,  so 
you  best  hold  the  note  with  the  money,  and  when  you 
return  the  money  you  can  bring  me  the  note." 

In  sickness  and  misfortune  they  assist  one  another 
to  the  extent  of  their  ability,  and  never  accept  any 
compensation.  When,  before  the  days  of  insurance, 
buildings  were  destroyed  by  fire  or  property  was  lost 
by  misfortune,  they  collected  moneys,  frequently  suf- 
ficient to  cover  the  amount  of  the  loss.  At  funerals, 
even  to  this  day,  all  the  neighbors  assist  the  afflicted 
family  until  the  dead  are  buried,  and  it  would  be  re- 
garded almost  as  a  mortal  sin  to  accept  any  compen- 
sation, either  for  services  rendered  or  money  expended 
in  performing  these  offices  of  love. 

Their  hospitality  is  proverbial.  No  one,  not  even 
the  beggar,  is  permitted  to  depart  from  their  gates 
at  meal-times  without  having  his  hunger  appeased. 
Their  beneficence  is  sometimes  abused  by  unscrupu- 
lous persons,  who  impose  upon  their  kindness.  Hence 
no  section  of  country  is  so  much  infested  by  tramps  as 
the  German  counties  of  Pennsylvania.  No  Pennsyl- 
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vania  German  farmer,  even  when  himself  in  strait- 
ened circumstances,  would  think  of  accepting  jiay  for 
meals  and  lodging  from  any  one  who  temporarily 
enjoys  his  hospitality ;  in  reality  it  would  be  regarded 
as  an  insult  if  any  guest  should  offer  to  pay  for  his 
entertainment. 

They  are  very  sociable,  and  given  to  visiting ;  even 
distant  relatives  are  not  forgotten.  Sunday  afternoon 
is  largely  devoted  to  visiting,  but  frequently,  too,  sev- 
eral days  are  set  apart,  when  the  season  of  the  year 
permits,  for  the  purpose  of  making  visits.  In  winter- 
time entire  weeks  are  devoted  to  visiting.  No  visit 
is  counted  unless  a  meal  is  partaken  of  in  connection 
therewith.  These  meals  are  most  bounteous,  such  as 
the  Pennsylvania  German  housewife  understands  so 
well  to  prepare.  Several  kinds  of  meats,  vegetables 
of  all  kinds  when  in  season,  and  pies  and  pastry  of 
every  conceivable  kind  are  on  the  table.  It  is  not  at 
all  unusual  to  have  six  to  eight  different  kinds  of  pies, 
and  frequently  as  many  kinds  of  cakes. 

These  victuals  are  cooked,  and  baked,  and  dished 
up  in  the  very  best  style,  so  as  to  tempt  the  appetite 
of  the  most  fastidious.  The  good  housewife  and  her 
daughters,  who  wait  on  the  guests,  insist  that  every 
one  at  table  must  at  least  taste  every  dish  and  baked 
article  that  is  passed  around.  The  more  there  is  eaten 
thereof  the  better  the  host  is  pleased.  With  '^Helfdir 
dueh  selver,  du  escht  yo  schier  gawr  nix,  du  bim-ht  duch 
nuch  net  sdf,  ess  dich  duch  recht  s6t,"  and  similar  ex- 
pressions, the  guest  is  pressed  to  partake  of  the  boun- 
tiful repast  until  his  ability  to  do  further  justice  to  the 
meal  is  exhausted. 

Sobriety,  modesty,  and  honest)'  are  distinguishing 
characteristics  of  this  people.  They  are  not,  as  a  rule, 
total  abstainers,  but  are  not  drinkers  on  the  other 
hand.  Their  sociality  sometimes  leads  to  convivial- 
ity, but  it  seldom  terminates  in  drunkenness.  They 
are  from  principle  opposed  to  sumptuary  laws,  but 
also  from  principle  abhor  drunkenness.  Their  mod- 
esty has  restrained  them  from  protruding  themselves 
to  the  public  gaze.  Hence  their  ability  has  been  un- 
derrated, and  great  injustice  done  them.  If  not  un- 
known to  fortune,  they  have  been  at  least  to  fame  in 
consequence.  They  have  been  averse  from  blowing 
their  own  trumpets.  For  the  same  reason  they  pre- 
fer to  suffer  denials,  privations,  and  poverty,  rather 
than  to  protrude  themselves  upon  the  charities  of 
others.  Tramps  and  beggars  of  other  nationalities 
abound,  but  of  the  Pennsylvania  Germans  never. 
Hardly  ever  is  a  single  case  to  be  encountered.  Their 
honesty  has  also  become  proverbial.  Until  spoiled  by 
the  philosophy  of  the  world,  it  was  regarded  as  a 
great  disgrace  for  any  of  them  to  become  involved  in 
financial  failure,  or  to  neglect  the  payment  of  their 
honest  debts.  The  principle  that  "  a  good  name  is  to 
be  chosen  rather  than  great  riches"  influences  them  in 
their  dealings  with  their  fellow-men. 

Customs,  Habits,  Peculiarities,  etc.— ^Ae  Old- 
time  Schools  and  Schoolmasters. — The   school-houses 
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and  furniture  in  the  Pennsylvania  German  districts 
were  often  of  a  very  primitive  character.  The  build- 
ing was  a  rudely-constructed  log  cabin,  with  four 
windows,  unplastered  walls,  a  six-plate  wood-stove, 
and  no  furniture.  The  desks  were  inclined  planes  of 
rough  boards  around  the  wall,  at  which  the  larger 
.scholars  found  place  to  do  their  writing,  while  they 
sat  on  benches  rudely  manufactured  from  a  log  split 
through  the  middle,  or  slabs,  with  legs  or  rounds  fitted 
into  auger-holes.  These  benches,  without  support  for 
the  back,  were  placed  around  the  stove,  on  which  the 
smaller  scholars  were  seated  seven  hours  a  day,  with 
nothing  to  do  but  to  stare  at  the  unplastered  wall  or 
look  at  the  old  "  Mary  Ann  Furnace"  stove.  The  daily 
routine  of  school  exercises  consisted  in  "  ufsawcja." 
This  meant  the  reading  and  spelling  of  words,  without 
regard  to  sense  and  expression.  The  exercises  con- 
tinued during  all  of  the  day,  from  8  a.m.  to  4  p.m., 
with  an  hour's  recess  at  noon.  There  was  ciphering 
and  writing,  but  not  in  class.  Each  pupil  constituted 
his  own  class,  and  when  help  was  needed  the  .slate  was 
brought  to  the  teacher,  who  looked  over  the  "  sums," 
while,  at  the  same  time,  the  "ufsawga''  went  on.  The 
writers  received  no  attention,  except  an  occasional 
mending  of  the  goose-quill  pen. 

The  books  in  use  were  the  Testament,  the  "  English 
Reader,"  "Comly's  Spelling-Book,"  and  the  "Ameri- 
can Tudor  Arithmetic."  Geography,  grammar,  his- 
tory, and  kindred  branches  were  not  known.  The 
teacher's  knowledge  of  the  branches  taught  was  fre- 
quently very  limited.  Reading  was  a  merely  mechan- 
ical exercise,  consisting  of  the  pronunciation  of  a 
certain  number  of  words.  It  was  a  practical  solution 
of  the  problem  oi  maxima  and  minima, — pronouncing 
the  greatest  number  of  words  in  the  shortest  time 
possible.  The  pupil  that  could  do  this  was  considered 
the  best  reader.  The  teacher's  knowledge  of  arith- 
metic was  very  meagre.  One  of  the  first  superintend- 
ents of  Lehigh  County  reports  that  he  found  a  teacher 
at  his  examinations  who  could  add  and  subtract,  but 
when  requested  to  perform  an  operation  involving 
multiplication  and  division  he  excused  himself,  say- 
ing, Des  multiplizeera  un  difldeera  hawb  ich  iioch  net 
gelemt  ("  I  have  not  learned  yet  to  multiply  and  di- 
vide"). Among  the  tricks  played  on  the  teacher  was 
that  of  locking  him  out  on  Fosnacht  (Shrove  Tuesday), 
and  not  permitting  him  to  come  in  till  he  treated  to 
cake  and  wine,  the  pupils  "  holding  the  fort"  inside. 
Some  of  the  shrewder  teachers  devised  plans  by  which 
they  could  get  possession  of  the  house.  In  one  in- 
stance the  teacher  tied  chips  in  a  paper,  and  colored 
some  water  so  that  it  had  the  appearance  of  red  wine. 
With  the  bottle  of  colored  water  resembling  wine  in 
one  hand  and  the  package  of  chips  in  the  other,  he  ap- 
proached the  school-house,  when  the  door  was  thrown 
widely  open.  After  the  teacher  had  entered  the  house 
and  the  deception  was  detected,  it  was  too  late  to 
change  the  programme,  as  be  now  had  possession,  and 
with  birch  in  hand,  soon  commanded  order,  bringing 


the  ringleaders  to  terms.  Another  climbing  on  the  roof, 
placed  a  board  on  the  chimney,  or  rather  on  the  pipe 
protruding  above  the  roof.  The  smoke  had  no  means 
of  escaping,  and,  very  soon,  doors  and  windows  were 
cheerfully  opened, admitting  the  teacher  nokns  volens. 

Their  Social  Gatherings  and  Employment.— 
Their  sociability  has  devised  various  methods  for 
the  Pennsylvania  Germans  performing  their  hardest 
work  in  a  collective  capacity,  thus  greatly  lightening 
the  burden,  and  making  labor  a  pleasant  employ- 
ment rather  than  an  irksome  task.  The  farmer  as- 
sists his  neighbors,  and  they  in  turn  assist  him.  In 
harvest-time  as  many  as  twenty  to  thirty  persons  of 
the  same  neighborhood  were  formerly  frequently  seen 
in  one  field.  Thus  when  one  farmer's  grain  was  cut 
the  harvesters  went  to  the  next,  thus  continuing  till 
all  the  grain  was  harvested.  The  hard  work  was  com- 
pensated by  the  many  pleasures  connected  with  it. 
The  large  party  of  workers  collecting  under  a  shade- 
tree  to  eat  the  nine-o'clock  lunch  or  "the  four-o'clock 
piece,"  relating  anecdotes,  cracking  jokes,  and  en- 
gaging in  pleasantries,  men  and  women  participating 
with  equal  enjoyment;  the  immense  dinner,  break- 
fast, and  supper-tables,  where  a  feast  of  good  things 
was  spread  out,  and  a  flow  of  lively  sentiment  kept 
up  thelaughter  until  the  food,  relished  by  the  keen 
appetite,  slowly  but  surely  disappeared ;  the  ruh 
schtund  (rest-hour),  from  twelve  to  two,  spent  in  rest, 
sleep,  or  story-telling  under  the  shade-tree  by  some, 
while  the  women  assist  in  washing  dishes,  and  the 
mowers  or  cradlers  grind  their  scythes,  and  in  hay 
harvest  (dengel)  hammer  them;  the  evening  enjoy- 
ments, when  there  is  feier  owet  (holi-evening),  all  sit 
on  the  piazza  or  recline  on  benches,  enjoying  rest 
after  the  weary  labors  of  the  day,  verifying  their 
proverb,  " jX'uch  der  erivd  is  gut  riiha,''  were  social 
events  which  those  that  engaged  in  them  recall  with 
a  never-to-be-forgotten  pleasure. 

The  corn-husking  parties,  when  of  an  evening  the 
young  men  and  ladies,  to  the  number  of  thirty  or 
forty,  assemble  to  assist  a  neighbor  to  house  his  crop, 
are  most  enjoyable  affairs.  When  a  red  ear  is  found 
by  a  gentleman,  it  entitles  him  tp  the  privilege  of 
kissing  a  lady.  There  is  a  merriment  such  as  even  a 
New  Orleans  Man/i  Onia  hardly  affords.  Then  comes 
supper,  and  the  carnival  that  follows. 

The  quilting-party  and  the  apple-butter  party  were 
institutions  of  former  days.  The  former  has  almost 
passed  away,  and  is  a  matter  of  history.  The  ladies 
of  the  neighborhood,  young  and  old,  were  invited. 
The  afternoon  was  spent  in  making  the  quilt,  which 
was  composed  of  a  large  number  of  patches  sewed 
artistically,  and  other  designs,  representing  birds  and 
animals,  being  quilted  thereon.  After  the  supper  was 
partaken  of,  the  married  ladies  went  home,  while  the 
single  ones  remained,  and  soon  the  young  men  of  the 
neighborhood  congregated,  when  the  evening  was 
spent  in  a  lively  manner,  music  and  dancing  consti- 
tuting the  amusement. 
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The   apple-butter    party   is  still   in  vogue   where 
apples  are  plentiful.     The  Pennsylvania  Germans  are 
noted  for  their  apple-butter,  which  is  different  from 
any  other,  and  pronounced  by  competent  judges  the 
most  palatable  article  made.     It  is  not  a  New  Eng- 
land sauce,  to  be  eaten  with  spoons,  nor  a  Shaker 
apple-butter,  with  its  pumpkins  used  in  connection 
with  the  apples  and  cider.     It  is  a  marmalade,  made 
of  sweet  cider   and  schnitz.     Schnitz  are  a  Pennsyl- 
vania German  product,  for  which  there  is  no  English 
name.     At    the    apple-butter   party  the  schnitz  are 
made.     The  young  folks  are  seated  around  a  large 
tub,  peeling  the  apples  and  cutting  them  into  slices 
[schnitz],  which  are  thrown  into  the  tub  until  bushels 
of  them  are  made.     These  are  poured  by  the  bucket- 
ful into  the  cider, boiling  in  a  kettle  which  frequently 
holds  a  barrel.     As  the  cider  concentrates  by  boiling, 
and  a  fresh  supply  of  apples  is  continually  added, 
the    apple-butter    thickens.      It    becomes   a  brown, 
smooth  mass,  which  is  seasoned  with  allspice,  cinna- 
mon, cloves,  and  other  spices,  and  then  put  in  crocks. 
The  kettle  is  scraped  with  pieces  of  bread,  which, 
with  the  fresh  apple-butter  on,  are  eaten,  and  consti- 
tute one  of  the  pleasures  of  the  party.     This  apple- 
butter  is  used  as  a  substitute  for  molasses,  and  when 
spread  on  bread  with  schmierkaes,  another  Pennsyl- 
vania German  product,  is  unequaled,  even  by  the 
best  of  jellies.     After  the  apple-butter  is  boiled,  the 
young  people  spend  the  evening  in  a  manner  similar 
to    that   of  the   quilting-party.     These    gatherings, 
-when  not  held  in  connection  with  quiltings  or  apple- 
butter  boilings,  are  sometimes  called  en  gruscht. 

It  is  specially  worthy  of  mention,  in  this  connection, 
that  Pennsylvania  Germans,  the  Schimmel  family,  are 
the  inventors  of  the  butters  manufactured  now  on  a 
large  scale  from  different  fruits  in  their  extensive 
establishments  in  Philadelphia  and  Chicago.  They 
commenced  the  business,  which  has  assumed  so  large 
proportions,  on  a  small  scale,  with  a  single  kettle, 
less  than  twenty  years  ago. 

H.  L.  Fischer,  Esq.,  in  his  Pennsylvania  German 
poems,  describes  the  apple-butter  party  most  truthr 
fully.     One  of  his  stanzas  runs  thus : 

"  TJn  wan  latwerg  zu  kocha  war, 
Dan  war'n  parti  g'macht ; 
ErHcht  hen  m'r  aU  die  aepel  g'schaelt, 
Un  dan,  e  ding  un's  anner  g'schpielt 
Bis  lang  nooch  mitter-nacht ; 
Un  turnabout  d'r  latwerg  g'riert, 
Bis  kicli  un  kessel  war  ferschmiert. 
Un  wan  d'r  latwerg  fertig  war, 
Ud  all  die  g'werze  d'rio, 
Un  heflfa  foil,  un — abgehowa, 
loh  muSB  den  latwerg  heit  nuch  Iowa, 
Don  sin  m'r  mit  de  maed  hame  gonga." 

The  Battalions  were,  in  ante-bellum  days,  a  notorious 
institution.  The  militia  had  their  drills  {exaziera)  in 
early  spring.  Corn-stalks,  hoe-handles,  and  broom- 
sticks served  as  guns,  with  which  the  drills  were  per- 
formed. The  battalion,  ip  May,  was  the  consumma- 
tion of  these  preparatory  exercises.    Cavalry   and 


infantry  were  in  the  field,  generals,  majors,  colonels, 
and  captains,  with  cocked  hats  and  plumes,  with 
epaulettes  on  their  shoulders,  fully  equipped  and 
uniformed,  were  in  command.  "Atten — shone,  com- 
pany/"  was  the  command,  given  in  thunder-tones, 
while  brave  lieutenants  repeated  the  words  in  Penn- 
sylvania German,  "Oebt  ach't,  buwa,  nou  hSrcht,  b6sst 
uff."  More  imposing  sight  was  never  beheld,  nor 
impressive  command  given,  than  on  the  old-fash- 
ioned bSddSlya  day.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  the 
young  man  was  compelled  to  become  a  soldier, 
the  very  age  at  which  also  girls  were  at  liberty 
to  marry.  To  the  battalion  they  went;  then,  if 
not  already  acquainted,  they  were  introduced,  not 
in  the  formal  way  of  polite  society,  but  in  blunt  Penn- 
sylvania German,  somewhat  like  the  following:  Des 
is  der  John.  Des  is  die  Betz.  Kum  her.  Huck  dich 
Sana  zii  mir.  Ich  gleich  dich.  Ich  dich  awh.  All  was 
hilarity  and  fun.  They  danced  all  night,  and  went 
home  with  the  girls  in  the  morning. 

The  holiday  observances  of  the  Pennsylvania  Ger- 
mans are  also  worthy  of  mention.  .Christmas  is  one 
of  their  chief  holidays.  The  Christmas-tree  is  found 
in  almost  every  house,  and  the  churches,  even  those 
in  the  rural  districts,  are  profusely  and  tastefully 
decorated  with  evergreens.  Children  are  told  of  the 
Krischt-kindli,  which  is  not  a  meaningless  Santa  Claus, 
or  Kriss-kingle.  It  is  the  Christian  Christ-child. 
Their  Krischt-kindli  is  not  the  fantastic  St.  Nicholas, 
nor  the  horror  and  consternation  creating  Belsnickel, 
but  the  kindly  dispenser  of  good  gifts.  The  Krisoht- 
kinilll  does  not  terrify  (fergelschtera)  the  little  ones, 
but  gently  knocking  at  the  door,  or  modestly  stepping 
within,  scatters  chestnuts,  dried  cherries,  and  other 
fruits  (candy  was  scarcely  known  in  olden  times),  lays 
down  a  gift,  perhaps  a  pair  of  gloves,  or  some  other 
article  of  wearing  apparel,  at  the  feet  of  each  child, 
and  then,  after  speaking  words  of  encouragement  or 
imparting  wholesome  advice,  withdraws,  as  it  came, 
like  an  angel  of  mercy  in  the  habiliments  of  a  human 
being.  The  inquiry,  when  children  meet  one  another 
or  their  older  friends,  on  Christmas  morning  is  not, 
"Where  is  my  Christmas  present?"  but,  "  Wo  is  mei 
Krischt-kindli  i"'  It  is  not  merely  a  present,  but  it  is 
a  Christ-child  gift.  The  gift  of  God,  in  the  Christ- 
child  Jesus,  is  to  be  illustrated,  reduplicated,  by  giving 
in  the  Christ-child  spirit. 

On  New-  Year's  eve  the  custom  formerly  prevailed 
of  shooting  out  the  old  year  and  shooting  in  the  new. 
This  practice  is  now,  however,  fast  becoming  obsolete. 
Meaningless  as  this  custom  may  appear,  its  abuse  only 
rendered  it  unpopular.  In  that  elder  day,  when  brass 
bands  and  other  instrumentalities  for  serenading  were 
not  as  common  as  now,  the  new-year  shooting  saluta- 
tion also  had  its  significance,  and  possibly  its  benefits. 
It  was  a  means  of  manifesting  good  will  and  express- 
ing greetings,  which  now  is  supplanted  by  less  offen- 
sive methods.  The  shooting,  however,  was  not  the 
exclusive  exercise.    Beautiful  verses  of  hymns  and 
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Scripture  were  committed  by  the  members  of  the 
company,  and  these  were  repeated  singly  or  in  con- 
cert, or  sung  under  the  windows  of  those  to  whom,  at 
the  midnight  hour,  through  snow  and  storm,  they 
wended  their  way.  If  shooting  was  not  agreeable  to 
the  persons  visited,  it  was  not  indulged  in,  as  permis- 
sion was  always  asked  for  before  the  first  shot  was 
fired.  Those  to  whom  these  salutations  were  con- 
veyed recognized  their  indebtedness  to  the  kind  pur- 
veyors by  inviting  them  into  the  house,  and  handed 
around  refreshments.  On  New- Year's  day,  when 
persons  meet,  they  wish  each  other  not  "  A  happy 
new  year,"  but,  "  En  glickselig  nei  yohr," — that  is, 
a  blessed,  happy  new  year.  Members  of  the  family 
vie  with  each  other,  as  well  as  with  strangers,  to  be 
first  in  making  this  wish. 

FOsnScht,  Shrove-Tuesday,  is  another  day  of  very 
general  observance,  not  as  a  holiday,  but  for  baking 
and  eating  l-ichle7i,  fat  cakes.  This  is  a  custom  which 
the  Pennsylvania  Germans  have,  with  our  common 
Christianity,  inherited  from  the  ancient  church,  as  it 
enters  upon  its  forty  days  of  fasting  in  the  Lenten 
season.  It  would  be  as  uncommon  for  any  household 
not  to  have  the  FdsnOcht  kichlen  on  this  day  as  for  the 
New  Englander  not  to  have  his  turkey  on  Thanks- 
giving-day. 

Oood-Friday  and  Ascension-day  are  high  religious 
holidays, — holydays  in  the  true  sense.  These  days, 
commemorative  of  the  solemn  events  of  the  cruci- 
fixion and  ascension  of  the  Saviour,  are  always  ob- 
served with  appropriate  religious  services  in  the 
churches.  On  Ascension-day  they  abstain  almost 
superstitiously  from  all  kinds  of  work.  It  is  believed 
by  many  of  the  more  ignorant  that  lightning  will 
strike  the  house  or  barn  if  any  sewing  is  done  on  this 
day  in  the  family. 

Easter  also  is  observed  by  the  Pennsylvania  Ger- 
mans, in  common  with  the  Christian  world,  as  a 
religious  festival.  In  many  of  the  churches  the 
Lord's  Supper  is  celebrated  on  this  day,  and  young 
members  are  received  in  connection  with  the  church. 
The  joyfully  solemn  services  of  the  Easter  festival 
are  heightened  and  made  more  impressive  by  the 
decorations  of  pulpit  and  altar  with  the  symbols  of 
the  resurrection,  the  flowers  of  early  spring.  Easter- 
eggs,  symbolical  of  the  lifelessness  and  inertion  of 
the  grave,  until  the  germ  of  life  within  causes  the 
shell  to  break,  are  eaten  in  every  house.  These  eggs 
are  frequently  highly  colored,  and  have  beautiful 
designs  engraved  upon  them.  They  are  given  as 
presents  or  exchanged.  Not  only  children,  but  old 
people  also  indulge  in  the  custom. 

The  1st  of  April  is  regarded  as  a  day  for  innocent 
pleasantry.  It  is  not  the  All-Fools'  day  of  the  Eng- 
lish, because  the  Pennsylvania  German  has  a  certain 
instinctive  abhorrence  for  calling  any  one  a  fool,  or 
making  a  fool  of  him.  In  der  Opril  schioka  is  the 
term  he  employs,  as  less  rude  or  objectionable  than 
April  fool. 


Whit-Monday,  Pingscht-Mondawg,  is,  in  many  of 
the  German  sections  of  the  State,  the  great  holiday 
for  social  enjoyment.  From  long  distances  they 
come,  young  and  old,  by  thousands,  to  spend  the  day 
in  town.     It  is  the  gala-day  of  the  year. 

Harvest  Thanksgiving  Services  are  a  peculiarly 
Pennsylvania  German  institution.  They  are  observed 
with  special  interest.  After  the  oat  harvest  is  housed, 
some  time  in  August  usually,  a  day  is  appointed,  not 
on  Sunday,  when  all  the  people  are  called  on  to 
assemble  in  their  places  of  worship  for  the  purpose 
of  returning  thanks  to  the  Almighty  for  his  goodness. 
Every  farmer  leaves  his  work,  however  important, 
and  unites  with  the  congregation  in  praising  the  Lord. 
Persons  who  are  not  found  in  the  house  of  God  on 
any  other  occasion  of  the  year  are  in  attendance  at 
the  aernd  kerch,  and  ministers  sometimes  embrace  the 
opportunity  of  reminding  indifferent  members  of  their 
neglected  duties. 

On  funeral  occasions,  as  already  observed,  there 
are  large  gatherings  of  relatives,  friends,  and  neigh- 
bors of  the  deceased.  A  short  service  is  held  at  the 
house,  after  which  the  funeral  procession  moves  to 
the  church,  where  the  burial  takes  place,  and  a  ser- 
mon is  preached.  A  custom  prevails  in  many  neigh- 
borhoods to  invite  the  friends  back  to  the  house  of 
the  deceased  to  partake  of  refreshments.  Very  ex- 
tensive preparations  are  sometimes  made  for  this 
purpose,  and  from  fifty  to  two  hundred  persons  dine 
there.  This  custom  is  happily  being  more  and  more 
discountenanced,  and,  with  other  objectionable  prac- 
tices, may,  before  many  years,  be  classified  with  the 
things  of  the  past,  even  as  the  still  more  reprehensi- 
ble custom,  which  was  countenanced  a  hundred  years 
ago,  of  dispensing  liquor  at  funerals  is  now  only  a 
matter  of  history.  Such,  however,  was  the  practice 
then.  Every  person  who  attended  a  funeral  in  the 
days  of  yore  had  an  opportunity  of  being  regaled 
with  a  drink  of  whiskey,  a  chunk  of  cheese,  and  a 
piece  of  bread,  so  that  frequently  waiters  were 
stationed  by  the  road-side,  where  the  funeral  pro- 
cession passed  on  its  way  to  church,  where  the  cus- 
tomary refreshments  were  again  served. 

Ca/chin;/  Elbedric/ies  was  a  sport  which,  like  the 
boys  pelting  the  frogs  with  stones,  though  fun  to  the 
initiated,  was,  if  not  death,  at  least  anything  but 
agreeable  to  the  unsophisticated  youth.  A  number  of 
boys,  who  understood  the  trick,  persuaded  a  verdant 
youth  to  accompany  them  to  a  lonely  field  or  wood  on 
a  cold  winter's  night.  With  the  pretense  that  they 
were  going  (around)  by  the  side  of  a  hill  to  chase  the 
mythical  bird,— for  elbedriches  were  supposed  to  be 
a  bird,— they  placed  the  uninitiated  youth  at  a  fence 
corner,  holding  a  bag  widely  open  for  the  birds  to  run 
in.  There  he  stood  trembling  and  his  hands  freezing. 
Neither  bird  nor  companions  put  in  an  appearance.  At 
length,  almost  perishing  from  the  cold,  he  concluded 
to  go  home,  where  he  found  his  companions  gathered 
around  the  hot  stove,  enjoying  the  fun  at  his  expense. 
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Beliefs  and  Superstitions.— The  Pennsylvania 
Germans,  in  common  with  all  nationalities,  had  their 
beliefs  (glawwa)  and  siipersHHons  in  the  olden  days. 
The  signs  [zeecha)  of  the  almanac  were  closely  con- 
sulted for  certain  purposes.  The  waning  (abnemmcitd) 
moon  {aU  licht)  w£(s  favorable  for  certain  purposes 
and  very  unfavorable  for  others.  No  crops  were  put 
out  nor  garden  vegetables  planted  at  this  time,  while 
the  increasing  moon  [zunemmend]  was  favorable.  In 
the  sign  of  the  Lion  cider  was  drawn  off  for  vinegar, 
but  no  meat  was  put  away  for  curing  in  this  sign,  as 
it  was  liable  then  to  be  infested  with  vermin,  to  become 
lively  like  the  lion.  The  Balance  was  a  good  sign  for 
bees  to  swarm,  as  the  hive  would  then  become  heavy 
with  honey.  When  hens  were  set,  it  was  done  in  the 
sign  of  the  Virgin,  as  then  they  were  sure  to  hatch 
and  the  young  ones  become  hardy.  An  odd  number 
of  eggs  had  to  be  placed  in  the  nest,  as  in  that  case 
all  would  hatch.  When  a  house  was  roofed,  it  had  to 
be  done  when  the  horns  of  the  moon  pointed  down- 
ward [im  unnergehenda),  as  then  the  shingles  would 
remain  tightly  on  the  roof;  if  done  in  the  iwwer- 
gehenda,  when  the  horns  were  turned  upward,  the 
shingles  were  certain  to  turn  the  edges  upward.  It 
was  contended  that  a  board  placed  on  the  ground 
would  turn  the  edges  downward  or  upward  in  accord- 
ance with  the  sign.  When  a  cup  with  coflfee-grounds 
in  was  inverted  and  then  placed  upright  again,  the 
number  of  dark  lines  made  by  the  grounds  indicated 
the  number  of  visitors  to  be  expected  that  day.  The 
charred  wick  of  a  tallow  candle  forced  out  beyond 
the  flame  indicated,  by  the  way  in  which  it  pointed, 
the  direction  from  wMch  a  beau  might  be  expected. 
When  the  cat  washed  itself  it  denoted  visitors.  The 
iirst  young  man  entering  by  the  doorway  over  which 
a  chicken-bone  was  placed  by  a  young  lady  was  to  be 
her  future  husband.  Finding  a  horseshoe  was  a  sign 
of  good  luck,  so  was  a  four-leaved  clover  leaf,  but  a 
leaf  of  five  leaflets  was  unlucky.  When  a  barn-swal- 
low was  killed  the  cows  gave  bloody  milk.  When 
flowers  or  the  thyme  growing  on  graves  was  smelled, 
that  person's  sense  of  smell  would  be  lost.  When  a 
child  was  stepped  over  by  any  one,  its  growth  was  re- 
tarded if  not  stopped  thereby.  When  the  hair  was 
trimmed  on  the  first  Friday  of  new  moon,  its  growth 
became  beautiful  and  luxuriant.  When  the  finger- 
nails were  trimmed  on  Friday,  it  was  a  preventive  of 
toothache ;  when  trimmed  on  Sunday,  the  person  who 
did  it  would  feel  ashamed  that  day.  When  an  article 
of  clothing  was  put  on  reversed,  it  denoted  good 
luck,  but  if  turned  right  afterwards,  it  was  unlucky. 
Sneezing  was  a  sign  of  good  luck  and  gopd  health, 
and  hence  the  expression  "  O'sundheit"  was  used  when 
any  one  sneezed.  The  crowing  of  a  hen  and  the  crying 
of  a  dog  were  regarded  as  very  unfavorable  signs,  por- 
tending a  death  in  the  family.  When  a  young  corn- 
stalk or  garden  vegetable  turned  white,  it  was  a  similar 
omen.  In  boiling  soap,  a  sassafras  stick  had  to  be  used 
in  stirring  it. 


Various  cures  wore  in  vogue,  prominent  among 
them  the  word-cures,  powwowing  [hraucha).  Baeit-ding 
(felons)  were  cured  by  incantations  pronounced  over 
the  inflamed  finger  by  a  "  word  doctor."  Convulsions, 
pain,  bleedings,  etc.,  were  stopped  in  the  same  way. 
Guns  might  be  bewitched  that  they  could  not  be  fired 
off,  and  dogs  that  they  did  not  bark.  But  when  a  gun 
was  loaded  with  a  silver  bullet,  or  two  pins  stuck  so 
that  they  formed  a  cross,  or  when  the  dog  was  named 
Wfissej-,  the  charm  had  no  effect,  or  was  counteracted. 
Children  were  frequently  believed  to  be  liver-grown 
[awgewooha],  and  were  cured  by  passing  them  through 
under  a  brier  grown  fast  at  both  ends.  When  a  horse 
became  lame,  it  was  cured  by  tying  a  bag-string 
around  the  lame  foot ;  but  the  string  had  to  be  stolen 
from  a  flour-bag,  and  the  horse  left  in  the  stable  while 
the  cure  was  in  progress.  The  skin  of  a  snake,  which 
the  animal  had  shed,  picked  up  with  the  teeth  and 
carried  in  the  mouth,  will  prevent  toothache  as 
many  years  as  the  person  takes  steps  backward  while 
holding  the  skin  between  his  teeth.  It  is  always 
safest  to  take  a  hundred  steps,  as  not  many  persons 
get  toothache  after  that  age  of  life.  Looking  up  the 
chimney  when  a  person  comes  to  a  new  home  will 
prevent  home-sickness.  If  he  is  already  affected  with 
that  disease,  it  can  be  cured  by  making  him  eat  the 
scrapings  of  the  four  corners  of  the  table  on  a  piece 
of  buttered  bread.  Warts  are  cured  by  rubbing  them 
with  a  piece  of  fat  meat  [schpech)  out  of  doors,  when 
the  new  moon  is  seen  the  first  time,  and  looking  at  it 
over  the  left  shoulder,  while  the  words  are  repeated, 
"  Wis  ich  sehn  nemmt  zu,  loSs  ich  reib  nemmt  6b." 
Sassafias-tea  is  drunk  in  spring  to  purify  the  blood, 
and  boneset-  [ddrchwdx)  tea  as  an  appetizer.  March 
snow,  melted,  is  good  for  weak  eyes,  and  the  water  of 
it  is  often  preserved  for  years.  When  an  aching 
tooth  is  stirred  with  a  nail  taken  out  of  a  coffin,  it 
will  stop  the  aching.  Such  a  nail  carried  in  the 
pocket  will  cure  rheumatism.  A  cured  eel-skin  tied 
around  the  wrist  or  ankle  is  both  cure  and  preventive 
of  rheumatism.  A  lock  of  hair  of  a  person  who  had 
never  seen  his  father  was  a  cure  for  whooping-cough, 
if  worn  next  the  skin. 

Different  signs  are  employed  for  prognostications. 
The  snowfalls  of  a  winter  are  indicated  by  the  num- 
ber of  days  from  the  first  snowfall  to  full-moon. 
Whether  the  months  will  be  dry  or  wet  can  be  fore- 
told by  setting  twelve  fresh  onions,  partly  hollowed 
out  and  filled  with  salt,  in  the  garret,  and  giving  them 
the  names  of  the  months.  Those  in  which  the  salt  is 
melted  at  the  expiration  of  twelve  days  are  the  wet 
months,  while  the  others  are  the  dry  ones.  When  the 
spleen  of  the  slaughtered  pigs  is  thick  in  front,  the 
first  half  of  the  winter  will  be  cold,  and  dee  versa. 

Their  Distinguished  Men.— One-half  of  the  dis- 
tinguished Governors  of  the  State  were  Pennsyl- 
vania Germans.  The  first  Governor  that  ever  took  a 
decided  stand  in  favor  of  public  schools  was  a  Penn- 
sylvania German,  John  Andrew  Shulze.     In  1828  he 
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said,  in  his  message,  "  The  mighty  works  and  conse- 
quent great  expenditures  undertaken  by  the  State 
cannot  induce  me  to  forbear  again  calling  your  atten- 
tion to  the  subject  of  public  education.  To  devise 
means  for  the  establishment  of  a  fund  and  the  adop- 
tion of  a  plan  by  which  the  blessings  of  the  more 
necessary  branches  of  education  should  be  conferred 
on  every  family  within  our  borders,  would  be  every 
way  worthy  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania.  The 
establishment  of  such  principles  would  not  only  have 
the  happiest  effects  in  cultivating  the  minds,  but  in- 
vigorating the  physical  constitution  of  the  young. 
What  nobler  incentive  can  present  itself  to  the  mind 
of  a  republican  legislator  than  a  hope  that  his  labors 
shall  be  rewarded  by  insuring  to  his  country  a  race  of 
human  beings  healthy  and  of  vigorous  constitution, 
and  of  minds  more  generally  improved  than  fall  to 
the  lot  of  any  considerable  portion  of  the  human 
family  ?" 

His  biographer  says  of  Schulze,  "  None  of  his  pre- 
decessors had  come  to  that  high  office  with  so  much 
culture  and  grace  as  he."  Under  him  stupendous 
plans  for  the  improvement  of  the  commonwealth  were 
adopted  and  put  in  execution. 

George  Wolf,  another  Pennsylvania  German  Gov- 
ernor, was  born  in  Allen  township,  Northampton  Co., 
almost  on  the  banks  of  the  Lehigh^ Eiver.  He  came 
to  the  gubernatorial  chair  when  the  outlook  was  most 
gloomy  and  the  credit  of  the  State  was  at  a  low  ebb. 
He,  by  a  bold  stroke  and  an  expensive  policy,  carried 
out  the  great  system  of  improvements  which  have 
been  so  beneficial  to  the  State.  The  most  substantial' 
of  these  was  the  establishment  of  a  system  of  public 
instruction.  James  Buchanan,  in  a  speech  delivered 
at  West  Chester  in  1829,  said,  "If  ever  the  passion 
of  envy  could  be  excused  in  a  man  ambitious  of  true 
glory,  he  might  almost  be  justified  in  envying  the  fame 
of  that  favored  individual,  whoever  he  may  be,  whom 
Providence  intends  to  make  the  instrument  in  estab- 
lishing common  schools  throughout  this  common- 
wealth. His  task  will  be  arduous.  He  will  have 
many  difficulties  to  encounter  and  many  prejudices  to 
overcome;  but  his  fame  will  exceed  that  even  of  the 
great  Clinton,  in  the  same  proportion  that  mind  is 
superior  to  matter.  While  the  one  has  erected  a  frail 
memoi'ial  which,  like  everything  human,  must  decay 
and  perish,  the  other  will  raise  a  monument  which 
shall  flourish  in  immortal  youth,  and  endure  whilst 
the  human  soul  shall  continue  to  exist.  Ages  unborn 
and  nationsyet  behind  shall  bless  his  memory."  That 
honor  was  accorded  to  George  Wolf,  once  a  Pennsyl- 
vania German  boy. 

Simon  Snyder,  the  third  Governor  of  Pennsylvania, 
whose  name  has  been  a  household  word  for  over  half 
a  century  in  every  German  family,  and  for  whom  one 
of  the  counties  of  the  State  was  named,  was  a  repre- 
sentative Pennsylvania  German.  He  was  Governor 
during  most  thrilling  times, — the  war  of  1812-15.  He 
devoted  all  his  energies  to  prosecuting  the  war,  and 


held  out  every  inducement  to  facilitate  volunteer- 
ing and  to  aid  in  the  equipment  and  support  of  the 
troops. 

Joseph  Hiester,  another  Pennsylvania  German  Gov- 
ernor, like  many  of  the  German  boys,  was  put  to  the 
plow  so  young  that  when  it  struck  a  stump  or  caught 
under  a  root  he  was  thrown  on  his  back.  When,  in 
1775,  the  great  Washington  was  in  need  of  men  and 
means,  Hiester  aroused  his  fellow-townsmen  of  Read- 
ing to  come  to  the  rescue.  When  a  public  meeting 
had  been  called,  he  laid  forty  dollars  on  a  drumhead 
as  bounty  money  and  promised  to  furnish  a  company 
with  blankets  and  funds  for  their  equipment,  which 
promise  he  fulfilled  faithfully.  He  raided  a  company 
and  marched  them  to  the  assistance  of  Washington, 
and  with  them  endured  indescribable  privations  and 
sufferings.     He  was  Governor  from  1820  to  1823. 

Joseph  Ritner,  a  Pennsylvania  German  farmer's 
boy,  and  in  his  youth  a  common  farm  laborer  (knecht), 
with  less  education  than  any  other  Governor,  never- 
theless proved  himself  the  possessor  of  so  much  good 
common  sense  and  reason,  as  Pennsylvania  Germans 
usually  do,  that  his  administration  was  quite  an  event- 
ful one.  Perhaps  much  of  his  success  was  due,  like 
that  of  many  of  the  Germans,  to  the  fact  that  he  con- 
sulted his  good  wife  when  difficulties  arose.  At  least 
it  is  said  that  when  the  family  had  learned  of  his  elec- 
tion to  the  gubernatorial  chair  the  daughters  asked 
Mrs.  Ritner,  "Sin  mer  now  all  Ooverneeraf  And 
she  gave  them  the  laconic  and  j'et  expressive  answer, 
"  Nee,  ihr  n6rra,  yuscht  der  dad  un  ich."  In  his  ad- 
ministration the  public  school  law  was  put  into  force. 
He  always  regarded  the  consummation  of  the  adop- 
tion of  the  common-school  system  as  the  crowning 
glory  of  his  administration. 

Perhaps  the  best  representative  of  Pennsylvania 
German  character  that  ever  occupied  the  guberna- 
torial chair  was  Francis  Eawn  Shunk.  He  was  not 
only  a  German  by  extraction  and  birth,  but  preserved 
his  German  feelings,  manner  of  thought,  language, 
and  habits  to  his  dying  day.  Like  the  other  German 
Governors,  he  was  a  poor,  hard-working  farmer-boy. 
He  worked  by  the  day  [bn  dawglnw)  in  his  youth  like 
many  a  German  boy ;  he,  however,  employed  his  leisure 
hours  in  study.  His  faithful  mother's  influence,  ad- 
vice, and  consolation,  when,  after  a  weary  day's  labor, 
he  laid  his  aching  head  on  her  lap,  was  powerfully 
effective  in  forming  him  to  be  the  great  man  he  was. 
There  never  was  a  better  exponent  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania German  character  so  noted  for  honesty,  sincerity, 
and  purity,  whether  in  private  life  or  in  the  Governor's 
chair,  than  Francis  E.  Shunk ;  cheerfulness  and  joy- 
ousness,  combined  with  a  deep  seriousness  and  relig- 
ious feeling  such  as  his  German  Bible  which  he  read 
daily  commended,  characterized  his  life. 

Governor  John  W.  Geary,  though  not  regularly 
classed  with  the  German  Governors,  was  also  of  Ger- 
man extraction,  and  so  was  David  Rittenhouse  Porter 
on  his  mother's  side. 
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The  last  one  in  the  line  of  German  Governors  was 
John  F.  Hartranft,  who,  like  the  others,  true  to  the 
character  of  his  people,  came  from  comparatively 
humble  circumstances  to  the  office  of  chief  executive 
of  the  State. 

Not  only  as  Governors  of  the  State  but  in  other 
positions  of  prominence  and  usefulness,  both  in  this 
and  in  different  States  of  the  Union,  have  the  Penn- 
sylvania Germans  distinguished  themselves.  Among 
them  may  be  named  Godlove  (Gottlieb)  S.  Orth,  one 
of  the  prominent  men  of  the  country,  at  one  time 
Governor  of  Indiana,  and  minister  to  Austria.  An 
illustration  that  the  Pennsylvania  German  is  still 
living  in  all  its  freshness  and  vigor  in  Europe,  as  it 
did  centuries  ago,  is  furnished  in  the  fact  that  when 
Mr.  Orth  was  introduced  to  the  Emperor  of  Austria, 
ho  conversed  with  the  emperor  in  the  vernacular  of 
Pennsylvania.  The  emperor,  although  speaking 
thirteen  languages,  did  not  speak  English.  As  the 
conversation,  at  Mr.  Orth's  request,  was  conducted  in 
//  German,  the  emperor  asked  him,  "Tell  me  in  what 
((  part  of  Germany  were  you  born?"  "Not  in  Ger- 
many," Mr.  Orth  replied,  "but  in  Pennsylvania,  in 
the  United  States."  "  But,"  said  the  emperor,  "  you 
speak  the  pleasing  accent  of  the  Ehine.'' 

From  the  beginning  of  the  Thirty  Years'  war,  in 
1618,  to  the  end  of  Queen  Anne's,  in  1713,  their  cap- 
ital city,  Heidelberg,  leveled  with  the  ground  three 
times,  every  decade  an  army  of  soldiers  sweeping  like 
a  whirlwind  over  the  Palatinate,  leaving  confusion 
and  death  in  its  train,  crops  destroyed  and  houses 
burned,  men,  women,  and  children  driven  into  forests, 
where  they  were  left  to  suffer  and  to  die,  leaving  their 
native  home,  and  seeking  new  homes  in  a  foreign  land, 
robbed  on  the  high  seas,  and  sold  as  slaves  upon  their 
arrival  in  America,  harassed  here  and  distressed  by 
unmercifiil  savages,  oppressed,  down-trodden,  perse- 
cuted by  their  English  neighbors,  this  people  has  pre- 
served its  identity,  character,  and  language  that  they 
are  till  this  day,  as — ■ 

"  SelbBt  acboD  in  jenen  grauen  Jahren,  da  Tacitus  geflchriebeo, 
GeBOQdert,  ungemischt  und  nur  sich  aelber  gleich." 

The  first  Bible  published  in  America  was  published 
in  German  by  Christopher  Sauer,  thirty-nine  years  be- 
fore an  English  Bible  was  published.  The  first  paper- 
mill  erected  in  America  was  erected  by  Eittenhouse 
in  1690. 

Henry  Melchior  Muhlenberg,  who  came  to  this 
country  in  1742  as  a  Lutheran  minister,  and  who  him- 
self was  a  distinguished  divine,  extensively  known  in 
America  and  Europe,  was  also  the  sire  of  a  numerous 
family  of  descendants,  many  of  whom  became  prom- 
inent as  theologians,  statesmen,  and  scientists.  Gen. 
Peter  A.  Muhlenberg,  the  Eevolutionary  patriot  min- 
ister, who  divested  himself  of  his  clerical  robe  in  the 
pulpit,  and  took  up  his  sword  in  defense  of  his  coun- 
try, his  congregation  joining  him,  F.  A.  Muhlen- 
berg, Speaker  of  the  National  House  of  Eepresenta- 
tives   in    1789,   Eev.   Dr.   W.   A.   Muhlenberg,   the 


distinguished  author  of  the  well-known  hymn,  "I 
would  not  live  alway,''  and  Muhlenberg,  the  scientist 
and  botanist,  whose  name  is  associated  with  a  number 
of  specimens,  all  were  descendants  of  the  Pennsylva- 
nia German  patriarch. 

Eev.  Michael  Schlatter,  the  patriarch  of  the  Ee- 
formed  Church  in  America,  through  whose  exertion 
a  society  was  formed  in  England,  in  1752,  for  the  diffu- 
sion of  knowledge  among  the  Germans  in  America, 
should  also  be  named  in  this  connection.  Conrad 
Weiser,  the  noted  Indian  interpreter,  whose  name 
and  fame  are  intimately  associated  with  the  history  of 
this  State,  David  Eittenhouse,  the  astronomer  and 
philosopher,  second  only  to  Franklin  in  his  scientific 
researches  and  discoveries,  Hartman,  the  discoverer 
of  anthracite  coal  and  its  uses,  Barbara  Fritschie,  the 
heroine  of  Fredericktown,  Lorenz  Ibach,  who  makes 
the  calculations  for  the  almanacs  of  North  and  South 
America,  Dr.  Henry  Harbach,  the  poet  of  the  home 
and  heart,  Zinzendorf,  the  Indian  missionary.  Baron 
Stiegel,  the  first  man  who  smelted  iron  ore  in  this  part 
of  the  country,  Mary  Clemmer,  the  distinguished 
writer,  and  such  men  as  Herman,  Helfrich,  Schindel, 
Dubbs,  Neitz,  Waage,  Demme,  and  Weiser,  who  by 
their  oratory  stirred  and  by  their  lore  instructed  the 
masses,  were  all  Pennsylvania  Germans. 

Influences  Exerted  — Changes  and  Improve-  I 
ments  Made  by  Them. — The  Pennsylvania  German  ' 
has  only  of  late  begun  to  make  his  influence  felt.  For 
more  than  a  century  he  was  engaged  in  toil  and  labor, 
so  that  but  little  was  heard  or  known  of  him  beyond 
the  limited  circle  of  his  immediate  surroundings.  He 
had  no  hankering  for  office,  he  did  not  seek  for  re- 
nown, nor  attempt  to  press  himself  into  prominence, 
preferring  in  his  modest  way  to  attend  to  his  own 
business,  and  thus  remained  in  comparative  obscurity. 
His  character  was  as  little  understood  as  his  lan- 
guage. 

Within  the  past  few  decades,  however,  his  worth 
has  become  very  generally  recognized.  He  has  learned 
the  language  of  the  land,  and  converses  very  fluently 
therein.  Instead  of  being  a  disadvantage  to  him, 
it  has  been  found  that  his  German  is  an  advantage. 
That  the  saying  that,  as  many  languages  as  a  man 
knows  by  so  many  times  he  multiplies  himself,  is 
applicable  also  to  him.  His  practical  knowledge  of 
an  additional  language  besides  the  English  has  given 
him  many  advantages.  His  knowledge  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania German  enables  bim  to  understand  the  High 
German  when  he  reads  it  or  hears  it  spoken. 

In  the  Eastern  Pennsylvania  counties,  and  even  be- 
yond the  Susquehanna,  the  preaching  of  the  gospel  is 
very  largely  in  German.  In  more  than  half  of  the 
churches  in  this  part  of  the  State  the  services  are  ex- 
clusively German.  Of  the  remaining  half,  at  least 
half  are  alternately  English  and  German.  The  Ger- 
man used  in  the  sanctuary  is  a  proper,  grammatical 
High  German.  The  Pennsylvania  Germans,  though 
they  may  never  have  been  taught  to  read  the  German 
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of  tlie  books,  have  not  the  least  difficulty  in  understand- 
ing it,  besides  they  can  learn  to  read  the  German  almost 
without  effort.  The  Pennsylvania  German  affords  them 
an  easy  access  to  the  rich  treasures  of  German  lore,  of 
which  those  who  do  not  understand  German  can  only 
acquire  a  knowledge  by  severe  study.  The  chief  diflB- 
culty  of  the  Pennsylvania  Germans  in  learning  Eng- 
lish is  in  the  articulation  of  those  few  sounds  which  do 
not  occur  in  German.  These  are  chiefly  th,  w,  ch,  and 
a  few  others.  Many  of  them  have,  however,  by  faith- 
ful, persevering  practice,  entirely  overcome  these  dif- 
ficulties, and  pronounce  the  English  so  well  that  even 
the  most  practiced  ear  cannot  detect  any  imperfec- 
tions. The  ability  to  articulate  German  sounds  not 
found  in  English  is  a  great  help  to  those  whose 
mother-tongue  is  Pennsylvania  German,  in  acquiring 
other  languages,  and  constitutes  a  full  offset  to  the 
labor  required  in  overcoming  difficult  English  sounds. 
Ch,  as  pronounced  in  German,  z,  ij,  and  other  sounds 
not  found  in  English,  are  more  difficult  for  the  Eng- 
lish tongue  to  acquire  than  th,  w,  and  eh  are  to  the 
German.  Let  any  Englishman  try  to  say  aahi  un 
aohizig,  and  he  will  fail  eighty-eight  times  in  the  at- 
tempt. But  these  and  i'l  are  sounds  which  are  found 
in  Greek,  French,  and  other  ancient  and  modern  lan- 
guages. That  it  is  much  easier  for  a  German  to  learn 
the  pronunciation  of  those  languages  than  for  an  Eng- 
lishman is  hence  very  evident,  and  constitutes  among 
others  one  of  the  advantages  that  a  German  has  in 
acquiring  foreign  languages. 

The  towns  and  cities  of  Eastern  Pennsylvania  all 
have  German  newspapers,  and  the  circulation  of 
these  is  constantly  increasing.  The  German  weeklies 
of  AUentown  alone  have  a  combined  circulation  of 
thirty  thousand.  This  is  far  in  excess  of  the  propor- 
tionate increase  of  population  during  the  past  thirty 
years.  There  now  are  six  or  seven  churches  in  Al- 
lentown  in  which  German  is  preached  exclusively, 
and  fulLy  as  many  more  whose  German  is  on  an 
equality  with  the  English.  Thirty  years  ago  there 
were  in  this  city  only  three  or  four  churches  in  which 
German  was  preached.  A  similar  pertinacity  of  the 
Pennsylvania  German  is  found  throughout  the  Ger- 
man districts  of  the  State. 

In  many  sections  of  the  State  the  original  English 
and  Scotch-Irish  population  has  given  way  almost 
entirely  to  the  Germans.  In  Berks,  Lancaster,  Leb- 
anon, Northampton,  and  other  counties  where,  at  the 
beginning  of  the  present  century,  large  and  pros- 
perous settlements  of  English-speaking  people  were 
found,  the  Pennsylvania  Germans  have  supplanted 
them  so  completely  that  if  it  were  not  for  the  inscrip- 
tions on  the  tombstones  these  English  names  would 
be  entirely  unknown. 

The  Pennsylvania  Germans  have  made  an  impres- 
sion on  the  customs  and  habits  of  those  with  whom 
they  have  come  in  contact,  and  have,  which  is  usually 
regarded  most  difficult,  even  introduced  their  forms 
of  expression  and  idioms  into  the  English  of  their 


neighbors.  Thus  the  expression  right  army,  so  fre- 
quently heard,  as  "I  will  come  right  away,"  is  a 
Pennsylvania  Germanism,  from  grawdes  wegs.  Mon- 
days, Tuesdays,  is  from  the  German  Mondawgs,  Dinsch- 
dawgs.  The  German  ethical  dative  mer,for  me,  is  an- 
other example,  as  "  ray  flowers  all  died  for  me  last 
winter," — mei  blumma  sin  mer  ol  dod  gdnga,  etc.  Once, 
so  frequently  heard,  is  a  similar  Pennsylvania  Ger- 
manism, as  "come  here  once,"  "let  me  see  once,"— 
kum  mol  h&r,  lus  tiiieh  emol  sehna.  The  word  dumb  is 
frequently  used  in  its  Pennsylvania  German  sense,  as 
"  he  is  a  diimh  fellow," — er  is  en  dummer  kerl.  The 
English  word  "dumb"  means  "not  able  to  speak," 
but  in  German  the  word  means  "ignorant,"  and 
hence  the  expression  "dumb  fellow"  is  intended  to 
mean  an  "ignorant  fellow,"  "a  stupid  fellow." 

The  idiom  it  Ix  all,  so  universally  heard  in  Eng- 
lish sections  of  country  where  German  influences  pre- 
vail, is  another  example.  The  German  says,  es  is  dlles 
ill,  "it  is  all  all,"  and  means  "there  is  nothing  left," 
but  the  expression  anglicized  is  nonsensical,  and  yet 
"the  money  is  all,"  "tlie  paper  is  all,"  "the  ink  is 
all,"  etc.,  are  heard  almost  constantly.  The  adverb 
"so,"  as  frequently  used  in  English  communities 
in  which  Pennsylvania  German  influences  prevail,  is 
another  illustration  of  how  their  idiom  has  insinu- 
ated itself  into  the  English.  "  I  can  get  along  so," 
ich  kSnn  sofOrt  kmnma  ;  "  this  will  not  go  so,"  desgeht 
so  net,  and  similar  expressions,  are  very  common. 
The  adverb  then,  as  frequently  heard,  is  also  a  Ger- 
manism. "  Well  then,  you  may  go,"  well  donn  mawgst 
dugeha;  "can  you  read  then  too?"  kOnscht  dii  dbnn 
aw  lehsaf 

While  these  influences  may  be  of  a  doubtful  char- 
acter, there  are  others  which  the  Pennsylvania  Ger- 
mans have  brought  to  bear  on  their  neighbors  that 
are  of  unquestionable  benefit.  Thus,  for  illustration, 
have  they  taught  others,  by  precept  and  example, 
industry  and  economy.  Laziness  is  discarded  by 
these  people  to  such  an  extent  that  no  one  is  toler- 
ated among  them  who  will  not  work.  Even  the  in- 
tellectual laborer  is  sometimes  not  in  the  best  repute 
among  them,  unless  he  is  willing,  at  times,  to  "lay 
his  hand  to. the  plow,"  which,  indeed,  is  to  his  ad- 
vantage physically.  Book  agents,  drummers,  and 
eveu  profesional  men  find  it  greatly  to  their  advan- 
tage, when  they  attempt  to  transact  business  among 
the  Pennsylvania  Germans,  to  give  a  specimen  of 
their  ability  to  work,  should  they  come  to  the  country 
in  the  busy  season. 

The  farmer's  wife  and  daughters  exhibit  specimens 
of  their  industry  at  the  annual  fair.  One  of  the  inter- 
esting features  of  the  AUentown  and  Lehighton  fairs 
is  the  needle-work,  jellies,  preserves,  butters,  canned 
fruits,  wines,  bread,  cakes,  pies,  and  various  other 
articles  displayed,  which  are  the  handiwork  of  the 
German  ladies  of  Lehigh  and  Carbon.  Similar  ex- 
hibits are  found  at  the  fairs  of  other  Eastern  Penn- 
sylvania counties.    Nor  are  these  mere  external  show. 
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In  the  homes  of  these  women  may  be  found  similar 
exhibits.  Their  garrets  and  otherwise  unoccupied 
rooms  are  filled  with  large  rolls  of  home-made  rag- 
carpets,  bags  of  schnif:  and  other  dried  fruits,  crocks 
of  apple-butter, — enough  to  supply  several  years'  con- 
sumption,— clothing  and  underclothing  of  the  most 
substantial  kind,  bed-quilta,  sheeting,  pillow-cases, 
stockings,  gloves,  and,  in  olden  times,  home-spun  and 
home-made  fabrics  of  all  descriptions  to  last  the 
family  for  years.  In  the  cellar,  pickles,  sour-crout, 
pickled  cabbage,  mince-meat,  and  other  articles  of 
diet  are  stored  away  in  abundance.  Besides  this,  the 
house,  from  cellar  to  attic,  is  kei>t  scrupulously  clean. 
No  dirt  nor  dust  are  allowed  to  accumulate  on  window- 
panes,  stairways,  floors,  or  furniture.  The  house  is 
washed  out  several  times  a  week,  and  swept  and 
dusted  daily.  The  beds  are  not  infested  with  vermin, 
nor  the  clothes  permitted  to  become  moth-eaten. 
The  Pennsylvania  German  women  are  not  only  seen 
on  their  knees  in  their  devotions,  but  when  scrub- 
bing, sweeping,  and  dusting,  which  constitutes  also 
part  of  their  worship,  an  article  of  their  faith  being 
that  "cleanliness  is  next  to  godliness,"  or,  better, 
that  "labor  is  worship,"  or,  better  still,  "  in  the  sweat 
of  thy  face  shalt  thou  eat  thy  bread." 

It  would  be  folly  to  suppose  that  these  examples  of 
industry  could  remain  without  effect  on  those  who 
come  in  contact  with  them.  Their  English  neighbors 
will  either  imitate  the  example  thus  set  them,  or  in 
shame  sell  them  their  property  and  remove  to  another 
locality.  The  young  lady  who  is  not  German,  if  she 
marry  one  of  these  young  men  and  comes  to  his  home, 
where  she  forms  the  acquaintance  of  his  mother  and 
sisters,  takes  the  lesson  to  heart  and  soon  learns  to 
imitate  their  example.  The  influences  thus  shed 
abroad  by  these  people  have  converted  the  hills  and 
valleys  of  Eastern  Pennsylvania  into  one  vast  hive 
swarming  with  industry  and  economy. 

Among  the  many  improvements  made  by  the  Ger- 
man population  of  Pennsylvania,  in  late  years,  that 
of  erecting  school  and  church  edifices  deserves  men- 
tion. In  the  city  of  Allentown,  perhaps  the  most 
intensely  German  city  in  the  State,  have  been  erected 
no  less  than  five  or  six  of  the  finest  and  most  sub- 
stantial school  buildings  that  can  be  seen  anywhere 
outside  of  the  largest  cities.  It  is,  indeed,  a  ques- 
tion whether  any  city  of  equal  size  in  this  country 
has  better  school  buildings  and  accommodations  than 
German  Allentown.  Nowhere  in  the  United  States 
are  so  many  educational  institutions  found  on  the 
same  area  of  territory  as  in  Eastern  Pennsylvania. 
Lafayette  College  at  Easton,  Lehigh  University  and 
the  Moravian  Female  Seminary  at  Bethlehem,  Muhl- 
enberg College  and  the  Female  College  at  Allentown, 
the  Keystone  Normal  School  at  Kutztown,  Franklin 
and  Marshall  College  at  Lancaster,  the  Millersville 
Normal  School,  Lebanon  Valley  College  at  Annville, 
Pennsylvania  College  at  Gettysburg,  Dickinson  Col- 
lege at  Carlisle,  the  West  Chester  Normal  School,  the 


Bloomsburg  Normal 'School,  the  Cumberland  Valley 
Normal  School  at  Shippensburg,  Lewisburg  Uni- 
versity, and  Palatinate  College  at  Myerstown  are 
all  located  either  in  German  counties  or  receive  their 
patronage  largely  from  the  German  districts.  Many 
of  these  institutions  were  built  by  the  money  of 
Pennsylvania  Germans. 

The  many  beautiful  and  costly  church  edifices 
which  have  been  built  in  the  rural  districts  of  German 
Pennsylvania,  as  well  as  in  the  towns  and  cities,  in  the 
last  twenty-five  years,  are  an  abundant  proof  of  the 
liberality  and  progressiveness  of  this  people.  No- 
where in  the  whole  country,  it  has  been  repeatedly 
observed  with  great  surprise  by  visitors  from  other 
sections  of  the  United  States,  are  so  many  church 
buildings  found  of  equal  size,  so  well  built  and  fur- 
nished, and  better  attended  services.  These  churches 
are  mostly  built  of  brick  or  stone,  have  high  and  well- 
proportioned  steeples,  are  carpeted,  and  have  improved 
furniture  and  large  pipe-organs. 

The  manufacturing  interests  and  public  improve- 
ments in  this  territory  are  scarcely  exceeded  by  those 
of  any  other  territory  of  equal  size.  The  iron  indus- 
tries, from  the  mining  of  the  ore  to  the  manufacturing 
of  almost  any  article  into  which  iron  is  capable  of 
being  manufactured,  are  simply  immense.  Lehigh, 
Berks,  and  other  German  counties  are  literally  honey- 
combed with  ore  beds.  The  number  of  furnaces  from 
Easton  to  Harrisburg  is  counted  by  the  score,  while 
the  rolling-mills  and  other  iron  manufactories  are 
equally  numerous.  These,  however,  constitute  but 
one  branch  of  the  industries  found  in  this  territory. 
The  manufacture  of*  hats,  shoes,  tobacco,  silk,  furni- 
ture, clothing,  paper,  cotton  goods,  etc.,  is  extensively 
carried  on,  and  gives  employment  to  the  surplus  pop- 
ulation not  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits,  as  well 
as  affording  development  for  their  inventive  genius. 

These  external  evidences  of  progress  and  improve- 
ment are  but  the  index  of  an  internal  growth  which 
is  constantly  going  on.  While  it  is  true  that,  as  is 
sometimes  asserted  in  disparagement  of  the  Pennsyl-  . 
vania  Germans,  none  of  their  number  has  ever  occu-  \ 
pied  the  bench  as  judge  of  the  Supreme  Court,  it  is 
equally  true  that  almost  every  other  position  of  prom- 
inence, from  Governor  of  the  State  to  President  of  the 
United  States,  has  been  filled  by  representatives  of 
this  people ;  and  not  only  this,  but  that  for  all  the 
learned  professions,  as  well  as  the  different  positions 
of  trust  and  responsibility,  they  have  furnished  not 
only  creditable  but  distinguished  representatives 
during  the  present  century. 

While  Judge  Jeremiah  Black,  Hon.  Simon  Cam-  1 
eron,  and  President  James  Buchanan  may  not  be  ! 
ranked  among  the  full-blooded  Pennsylvania  Ger- 
mans, these  distinguished  individuals  have  always 
claimed  to  have  sprung  from  this  people  from  their 
mother's  side,  or  to  have  German  blood  coursing  in 
their  veins.  On  the  other  haild,  such  men  as  Dr. 
Gross,  the  eminent  surgeon.  Dr.  Krauth,  one  of  the 
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first  theologians  of  the  country,  the  Drs.  Schmucker 
through  three  generations,  and  a  dozen  other  promi- 
nent theologians,  are  Pennsylvania  Germans  "  to  the 
manor  born."  Many  of  the  rising  men  on  the  bench, 
at  the  bar,  in  the  i)irlpit,  in  the  practice  of  medicine, 
in  science,  and  the  professorial  chair  at  this  day,  are 
Pennsylvania  Germans,  who  are  proud  of  their  nation- 
ality and  the  language  of  their  mothers.  It  is  worthy 
of  mention,  in  this  connection,  that  whereas  this  peo- 
/ple  twenty-five  years  ago  had  not  a  single  representa- 
f  tive  on  the  bench,  they  now  have  no  less  than  a  dozen 
who  are  an  honor  to  any  nationality.  The  presiding 
judges  of  Northampton,  Lehigh,Carbon,  Berks,  Schuyl- 
kill, Lebanon,  Union,  Montgomery,  Centre,  Somerset, 
Clearfield,  Clinton,  and  other  judicial  districts  of  the 
State  may  be  named  in  this  connection. 

In  closing  this  subject,  which  has  already  exceeded 
its  limits  as  marked  out  originally,  it  is  but  proper  to 
add  that  a  people,  as  the  Pennsylvania  Germans,  so 
little  known  beyond  their  immediate  surroundings,  so 
often  misunderstood  and  misrepresented,  and  yet  a 
people  who  have  acted  so  prominent  a  part  in  the  his- 
tory of  our  country,  and  constitute  so  important  a  fac- 
tor among  our  population,  a  people  who  are  by  no 
means  becoming  extinct,  either  in  language  or  influ- 
ence, are  worthy  of  a  more  extended  notice :  an  entire 
volume  should  be  devoted  to  this  subject. 


CHAPTER  VII. 

CIVIL   HISTORY   OF   LEHIGH    COUNTY. 

Its  Township  DiviBioDB,  Courts,  Seat  of  Justice,  and  Public  Buildings- 
Care  of  the  Poor. 

The  three  original  counties  of  the  province  of 
Pennsylvania,  established  by  the  proprietary  govern- 
ment in  1682,  were  Philadelphia,  Bucks,  and  Chester. 
The  territory  now  included  in  Lehigh  County  was  a 
portion  of  the  vast  county  of  Bucks,  and  it  so  re- 
mained until  the  erection  of  Northampton,  in  1752. 
It  was  then  an  integral  portion  of  that  county  until 
the  increase  of  its  population  led  to  the  setting  off  of 
Lehigh,  in  1812. 

For  purposes  of  civil  government  the  region  which 
is  now  Lehigh  County,  with  some  additional  territory, 
was  in  1734  organized  as  a  township.  Settlements 
had  been  made  in  what  was  afterwards  Maoungie 
and  Milford  as  early  as  1729,  and  roads  had  been  laid 
out  from  these  settlements  to  Goshenhoppen  (in  what 
is  now  Montgomery  County),  and  to  other  points,  in 
1730  and  the  early  succeeding  years.  The  people 
living  here  petitioned  the  court  of  Bucks  County  for 
the  laying  off  a  township  on  June  13,  1734.  A  survey 
of  the  territory  was  ordered,  which  was  duly  made, 
and  the  report  returned  on  September  13th,  and  the 


township  was  soon  after  established.  It  had  been  pro- 
posed that  it  should  be  called  "  Bulla,"  but  for  some 
reason  the  name  of  Milford  was  substituted.  On  the 
10th  of  January,  1737,  a  petition  was  presented  pray- 
ing for  the  division  of  this  great  township,  which  was 
granted,  and  a  decree  issued  which  created  the  town- 
ship of  Upper  Milford,  with  an  area  of  twenty-one 
thousand  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  acres,  which 
was  included  in  Lehigh  County  upon  its  organization. 

In  January,  1742,  a  petition  was  presented  to  the 
court  of  Bucks  County  for  the  organization  of  another 
township.  Return  of  a  survey  was  made  on  January 
28th,  which  was  accepted,  and  a  decree  of  the  court 
brought  into  existence  the  township  of  Macungie, 
with  an  area  of  twenty-nine  thousand  two  hundred 
acres. 

The  next  in  order,  and  but  a  very  short  time  later, 
was  the  laying  out  of  the  territory  on  the  lower  part 
of  the  river  Lehigh.  In  the  spring  of  1742  the  set- 
tlers along  the  south  bank  of  the  river,  "  on  and  near 
Saucon,"  petitioned  the  court  of  Bucks  County  for 
the  laying  off  a  township  to  be  called  Saucon.  A 
survey  was  made  in  April,  and  confirmed  by  the  court 
at  the  March  term  in  1743.  No  record  is  found  of 
the  division  of  this  township ;  but  that  it  occurred  in 
the  latter  part  of  the  same  year  is  evident  from  the 
fact  that  constables  were  appointed  for  Upper  and 
Lower  Saucon.  Upper  Saucon  became,  on  the  organ- 
ization of  Lehigh  County,  a  portion  of  its  territory. 

On  May  11,  1751,  a  petition  was  presented  to  the 
Assembly  of  Pennsylvania  praying  that  a  portion  of 
the  county  of  Bucks  be  set  off  as  a  new  county.  This 
project  became  the  subject  of  considerable  debate  in 
the  Assembly,  and  of  contention  outside  of  that  body. 
The  act  erecting  Northampton  County  was,  however, 
finally  signed  by  Governor  James  Hamilton,  March 
11,  1752.  The  territory  thus  set  off  embraced  the 
townships  of  Upper  Milford,  Macungie,  and  Upper 
Saucon,  afterwards  in  Lehigh  County.  On  the  16th 
of  June,  in  the  same  year,  a  petition  was  presented  to 
the  first  court  of  Northampton  County,  asking  that 
"  the  back  parts  of  Heidelberg" '  and  Macungie  be 
formed  into  a  separate  township.  This  petition  was 
granted,  a  survey  was  made,  and  a  township  set  off 
which  was  given  the  name  of  Heidelberg,  formerly 
applied  to  a  division  or  district  of  Macungie. 

Weissenberg  and  Whitehall  townships  were  estab- 
lished in  1753,  as  appears  by  a  record  of  the  North- 
ampton court,  under  date  of  March  20th,  which  simply 
states  that  they  were  "  made  and  allowed."  Salisbury 
was  "  laid  off  by  bounds"  on  June  9th  of  the  same  year. 

Lynn  township  was  organized  and  its  boundaries 
established  by  the  Northampton  court  at  its  June 
session  in  1758.  The  territory  which  it  comprised 
had  previously  been  called  "  adjacents  to  Heidel- 
berg." 


1  The  back  district  of  Macungie  had  been  Itnown  as  Heidelberg  dis- 
trict, and  was  not  until  this  time  recognized  as  a  township. 
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Lowhill  township  was  ordered  to  be  laid  out  Dec. 
18,  1753. 

The  next  township  in  this  territory  was  Hanover, 
taken  from  Allen  by  order  of  the  court  at  the  Janu- 
ary term,  1798.  The  greater  part  of  this  township 
was  embraced  in  Lehigh  County  upon  its  organiza- 
tion fourteen  years  later.  In  1810  Whitehall  was 
divided  into  the  townships  of  North  and  South  White- 
hall. 

Erection  of  Lehigh  County.— That  part  of  the 
territory  of  Northampton  lying  west  of  the  Lehigh, 
south  of  the  Blue  Ridge,  and  bounded  on  the  south- 
west by  the  county  of  Berks,  had  by  1810  so  increased 
in  population  that  the  project  of  securing  its  organi- 
zation as  a  separate  county  naturally  arose  in  the 
minds  of  its  most  active  men.  The  people  settled 
here  were  so  far  away  from  Easton  that  the  journey 
thither  to  transact  business  was  a  great  inconvenience 
to  them.  Besides  that,  Allentown  had  for  a  number 
of  years  aspired  to  become  a  seat  of  local  government, 
and  in  early  days  her  citizens  had  even  hoped  and 
endeavored  to  have  the  town  made  the  capital  of 
Northampton  Couaty.  These  considerations  led  to 
the  petitioning  of  the  General  Assembly  for  the  or- 
ganization of  a  new  county.  The  project  met  with 
favor,  and  upon  March  6,  1812,  the  Assembly  passed 
an  act  erecting  Lehigh  County.  It  was  decreed  by 
that  law — 

"  That  all  that  part  of  Northampton  County,  lying  and  boing  within 
the  limits  of  the  following  townships,  to  wit,  the  townships  of  Lj'nn, 
Heidelberg,  Lowhill,  Weissenberg,  Macungie,  Upper  Milford,  South 
Whitehall,  North  Whitehall,  Northampton,  Salisbury,  Upper  Saucon, 
and  that  part  of  Hanover  within  the  following  bounds  to  wit,  begin- 
ning at  the  Bethlehem  line  where  it  joins  the  river  Lehigh,  thence 
along  the  said  line  until  it  intersects  the  road  leading  from  Bethlehem 
to  the  Lehigh  Water  Gap,  thence  along  said  road  to  Allen  township 
line,  thence  along  the  line  of  Allen  township  westwardly  to  the  Lehigh, 
shall  be  aud  the  same  are  hereby,  according  to  their  present  lines, 
declared  to  be  erected  into  a  county  henceforth  to  be  called  Lehigh." 

The  townships  which  have  been  organized  since 
the  erection  of  the  county  are  Upper  and  Lower 
Macungie,  formed  by  the  division  of  the  original 
Macungie,  in  the  spring  of  1832;  Washington  town- 
ship, taken  from  Heidelberg,  on  Dec.  6,  1847  ;  Lower 
Milford,  set  off  from  Upper  Milford,  in  January, 
1863 ;  and  Whitehall,  set  off  in  1867. 

Northampton  township  once  existed  and  has  been 
lost,  principally  by  absorption  into  the  borough,  and 
afterwards  the  city,  of  Allentown.  No  record  of  its 
organization  can  be  found,  but  it  seems  to  have  been 
recognized  as  a  township  as  early  as  1804.  At  that 
time  the  county  of  Northampton  was  redistricted  for 
judicial  purposes,  and  Northampton,  Salisbury,  and 
Whitehall  townships  were  made  to  constitute  District 
No.  7.  Elections  for  justices,  constables,  supervisors, 
school  directors,  and  other  officers  were  held  until 
1852.  In  that  year  a  portion  of  Northampton  was 
added  to  the  borough  of  Allentown,  and  the  re- 
mainder was  doubtless  attached  to  one  of  the  border- 
ing townships.     At  any  rate  it  then  ceased  to  exist  as 


a  township.     What  its  precise  boundaries  were  is  not 
known.' 

Location  of  the  County-Seat. — Section  9  of  the 
organizing  act  of  March  6,  1812,  authorized  and  re- 
quired the  Governor,  on  or  befor^he  1st  day  of  May 
following,  to  appoint  three  discreet  and  disinterested 
persons,  non-residents  in  the  county  of  Northampton, 
nor  holding  real  property  therein,  whose  duty  it  should 
be  to  fix  upon  a  proper  and  convenient  site  for  a 
court-house,  prison,  and  county-offices  within  the 
county  of  Lehigh,  and  as  near  its  centre  as  the  situa- 
tion would  admit.  It  was  provided  that  these  com- 
missioners, or  a  majority  of  them,  should,  on  or  before 
the  1st  of  July,  make  a  written  report  to  the  Governor 
in  which  they  should  certify  and  describe  the  site  or 
lot  of  land  they  had  cliosen.  Commissioners  were 
also  appointed  to  take  possession  of  the  property,  and 
to  assess,  levy,  and  collect  moneys  for  that  purpose. 
It  does  not  appear  that  a  site  was  selected  within  the 
time  specified  by  the  act,  as  nr»  purchase  was  made 
Nov.  19,  1812.  Upon  that  date  William  Tilghman 
(in  his  own  right  and  by  virtue  of  powers  vested  in 
him  by  an  act  of  the  General  Assembly  passed  April 
11, 1799,  entitled  "  An  Act  for  the  benefit  of  Elizabeth 
Allen  and  Elizabeth  Margaret  Tilghman")  sold  to 
William  Fenstermacher,  John  Yeakel,  and  Abraham 
Gresheimer,  commissioners  of  Lehigh  County,  "in 
consideration  of  one  hundred  dollars  lawful  money 
and  for  other  causes,  two  certain  lots  or  parcels  of 
ground  adjoining  each  other,  situate  on  the  northwest 
corner  of  Hamilton  and  Margaret  (now  Fifth)  Streets, 
in  the  borough  of  Northampton."  These  lots  are  one 
hundred  and  twenty  feet  in  width  by  two  hundred  and 
twenty-five  feet  in  depth  on  Fifth  Street.  The  deed 
further  specified  that  the  lots  were  transferred  to  the 
commissioners,  "to  be  by  them  held  for  the  use  and 
benefit  of  the  people  of  the  county,  and  for  the  pur- 
pose of  erecting  and  building  a  court-house  thereon, 
and  such  other  public  offices  as  may  be  deemed  neces- 
sary for  the  said  county  of  Lehigh."  It  was  provided 
that  the  commissioners  should  "  yield  and  pay  there- 
for yearly,  on  the  1st  day  of  January  in  every  year, 
forever,  the  sum  of  four  dollars  lawful  money  to  the 
party  of  the  first  part  during  his  life,"  and  after  his 
death  to  Margaret  Elizabeth  Tilghman,  her  heirs  and 
assigns,  forever ;  "  and  the  said  party  of  the  first  part, 
for  himself,  his  heirs,  executors,  and  administrators, 
hereby  covenants  with  the  said  party  of  the  second  part 
and  their  successors  in  office  forever,  that  no  part  of  the 
said  yearly  rent  shall  ever  be  demanded  or  received 
by  the  said  party  of  the  first  part,  his  heirs,  executors, 
administrators,  or  assigns,  or  by  any  other  person  or 
persons  lawfully  claiming  or  to  claim  under  him  or 

1  As  no  history  of  this  township  is  given  elsewhere  in  this  volume,  we 
present  here  a  list  of  the  justices  of  the  peace  elected  in  Northampton 
from  1840  to  1852  (those  prior  to  the  former  year  boing  given  under  the 
head  of  District  No.  7  in  the  county  civil  list).  They  were  as  follows  : 
Jacob  Albright,  1840;  Jonathan  D.  Meeker,  1842;  James  M.  Wilsont 
1844  ;  John  F.  Holbacli,  1848;  George  White,  1862. 
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them,  or  by  the  said  Elizabeth  Margaret  Tilghman, 
her  heirs  or  assigns,  or  any  person  or  persons  lawfully 
claiming  or  to  claim  under  her  or  them ;  and  that  in 
case  the  said  Elizabeth  Margaret  Tilghman,  her  heirs 
or  assigns,  shall  not  execute  a  release  of  the  said 
yearly  rent  so  as  to  extinguish  the  same,  then  the 
heirs,  executors,  and  administrators  of  the  said  party 
of  the  first  part  shall  and  will  pay  the  said  rent 
forever,  and  keep  and  preserve  the  said  parties  of  the 
second  part  and  their  successors  in  office,  and  the 
said  County  of  Lehigh  forever  indemnified  from  the 
payment  of  the  said  rent  or  any  part  thereof,  and  all 
costs  and  charges  to  be  incurred  on  account  of  the 
same." 

On  the  same  date  as  the  above — Nov.  19,  1812 — a 
lot  sixty  by  two  hundred  and  thirty  feet,  on  the  south- 
east corner  of  Margaret  and  Andrew  Streets  (Fifth  and 
Linden),  was  transferred  for  a  nominal  sum  to  the 
commissioners  to  serve  as  a  site  for  the  county  jail. 
The  deed  sets  forth  that  this  lot  was  bought  by  Wil- 
liam Fenstermacher,  John  Yeakel,  and  Abraham 
Gresheimer,  commissioners  of  Lehigh  County,  from 
Henry  Pratt,  Thotias  W.  Francis,  John  Ashley, 
Thomas  Astley,  and  Abraham  Knitzing,  of  Phila- 
delphia, merchants,  by  their  attorney,  William  Tilgh- 
man, in  compliance  with  a  request  by  Ann  Penn 
Greenleaf,  wife  of  James  Greenleaf,  now  resident  in 
the  borough  of  Northampton. 

An  effort  was  made  to  secure  the  location  of  the 
county-seat  at  Millerstown,  now  Macungie  borough, 
and  another  to  have  the  public  buildings  placed  upon 
Market  Square  in  Allentown.  The  Republikaner,  in 
a  contemporaneous  issue,  says  that  a  bill  was  pre- 
sented to  the  Legislature  in  reference  to  the  latter 
location,  but  was  not  called  up.  Another  bill,  peti- 
tioning the  appointment  of  commissioners,  was  called 
up  on  the  1st  of  April,  1814,  and  rejected  by  the  vote 
of  the  Speaker.  In  the  mean  time,  the  jail  had  been 
built  upon  the  lot  secured  for  the  purpose,  and  the 
county  commissioners  had  advertised  on  Jan.  7, 1813, 
for  contracts  for  the  furnishing  of  stone,  lumber,  and 
other  material  with  which  to  build  a  court-house. 

Orgfanization  of  the  Courts.' — The  act  by  which 
Lehigh  County  was  created  provided  and  declared 
"  That  the  inhabitants  ...  be  entitled  to  and  shall 
at  all  times  hereafter  have  all  and  singular  the  courts, 
jurisdictions,  officers,  rights,  and  privileges  to  which 


iThe  Third  Judicial  District,  of  vvhicli  Leliigh,  upon  its  erection  in 
1812,  became  a  part,  was  created  April  13, 1V91,  and  was  composed  of  the 
counties  of  Berks,  Nortliampton,  Luzerne,  and  Northumberland.  Jacob 
Bush  was  its  first  president  judge,  and  was  succeeded  by  John  Spayd  in 
1806.  Robert  Porter  was  elected  in  1809,  and  was  upon  the  bench  when 
Lehigh  County  was  organized.  In  1831,  Garrick  Mallory  was  elected, 
and  he  was  succeeded  by  John  Bunks,  in  1836.  The  original  district 
remained  unchanged  until  April  14,  1834,  wh(Mi  the  State  was  redis- 
tricted,  and  Berks,  Northampton,  and  Lehigh  Counties  were  made  to 
compose  the  Third  District.  On  April  5,  1649,  Berks  County  was  de- 
tached and  organized  us  the  Twenty-third  District.  Northampton  and 
Lehigh  remained  the  Third  until  the  State  was  again  redistricted  by 
Set  of  Assembly,  April  9,  1874,  wlien  Lehigh  became  the  Thirtj-firat 
District,  as  it  still  remains. 


the  inhabitants  of  other  counties  of  this  State  are 
entitled  by  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  this  Com- 
monwealth," and  "that  from  and  after  the  third 
Monday  in  December  next  the  Courts  of  Common 
Pleas  and  of  General  Quarter  Sessions,  in  and  for  the 
County  of  Lehigh,  shall  be  opened  and  held  at  the 
house  now  occupied  by  George  Savitz,'  in  the  borough 
of  Northampton  (Allentown),  in  the  said  county  of 
Lehigh,  until  a  Court  House  shall  be  erected  in  and 
for  said  county." 

Under  this  authority  the  first  term  of  court  was 
opened.     The  following  is  from  the  court  record: 

"  December  the  21st,  1812.  This  being  the  day  on 
which  the  several  courts  of  Common  Pleas,  of  the 
Quarter  Sessions,  of  Oyer  and  Terminer  and  General 
Jail  Delivery,  and  of  the  Orphans'  Court  in  and  for 
the  County  of  Lehigh,  were  to  be  opened,  the  Judges 
of  the  said  Courts  appeared  at  the  house  of  George 
Savitz,  in  the  Borough  of  Northampton,  that  being 
the  House  designated  by  law  for  holding  the  Courts, 
when  the  Honorable  Robert  Porter,  Esquire,  produced 
a  Commission  under  the  great  Seal  of  the  State,  dated 
the  — day  of ,  a.d.  1812,  appointing  him  Presi- 
dent Judge  of  the  said  Courts. 

"Peter  Ehoads,  Esquire,  produced  a  commission 
under  the  great  seal  of  the  State  dated  the  13th  of 
October,  a.d.  1812,  appointing  him  Senior  Associate 
Judge  of  the  said  Courts,  and  Jonas  Hartzell,  Esquire, 
produced  a  Commission  under  the  great  seal  of  the 
State,  dated  the  18th  of  October,  a.d.  1812,  appoint- 
ing him  an  Associate  Judge  of  the  said  Courts." 

"  John  Mulhallon  produced  a  commission  from  the 
State  appointing  him  Prothonotary  of  Court  of  Com- 
mon Pleas,  Clerk  of  Courts  of  Oyer  and  Terminer  and 
General  Term  Delivery,  Clerk  of  Court  of  Quarter  Ses- 
sions and  Orphans'  Court,  bearing  date  July  23d,  a.d. 
1812." 

The  grand  inquest  was  composed  as  follows  : 

George  Rhoads,  Esq.,  Allentown. 

Daniel  Sieger,  Esq.,  Lynn. 

Frederick  Jordan,  Esq.,  Saucon. 

Daniel  Cooper,  Esq.,  Saucon. 

John  Schuler,  Esq.,  Upper  Milford. 

Peter  Moyer,  farmer,  South  Whitehall. 

Abram  Dorney,  farmer.  South  Whitehall. 

George  Ebenreiter,  farmer,  Hanover. 

Solomon  Graff,  distiller,  North  Whitehall. 

Christian  Smith,  farmer,  Heidelberg. 

Andrew  Strassburger,  tanner.  Upper  Milford. 

David  Biery,  farmer.  South  Whitehall. 

John  Keek,  farmer,  Heidelberg. 

John  Bare,  hatter,  Upper  Milford. 

Joseph  Kidd,  farmer,  Hanover. 

Godfrey  Roth,  farmer,  Heidelberg. 

Abraham  Gruenewalt,  miller,  Weissenberg. 

John  Eogleman,  farmer.  Upper  Milford. 


2  This  was  what  is  now  the  Allen  House,  then  a  two-story  stone  struc- 
ture, about  and  above  which  the  present  large  hotel  has  slowly  grown. 
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Jacob  Grim,  farmer,  Macungie. 

George  Small,  farmer,  North  Whitehall. 

George  Eisenhard,  surveyor,  Macungie. 

Joseph  Larosh,  farmer,  Heidelberg. 

John  Keiper,  tobacconist,  Allentown. 

Christian  Smith,  farmer,  Lowhill. 

The  first  business  of  the  court  was  the  admission  of 
attorneys.  In  the  first  thirteen  cases  that  were  called 
confessions  of  judgment  were  entered.  There  were 
altogether  nineteen  civil  causes  for  trial.  Eight  cases 
were  made  returnable  at  the  February  term,  1813. 
Three  petitions  for  roads  were  received,  and  one  pray- 
ing for  the  appointment  of  a  commissioner  to  examine 
a  person  of  alleged  unsound  mind.  Three  persons 
made  declaration  of  their  intention  to  become  citi- 
zens. 

On  Nov.  30, 1813,  court  was  opened  at  the  house  of 
George  Savitz,  but  adjourned  to  meet  in  the  upper 
story  of  the  prison  building  (which  was  completed  a 
short  time  before,  and  stood  on  lot  No.  122,  at  the 
southeast  corner  of  Margaret  and  Andrew  Streets, — 
Fifth  and  Linden).  The  courts  were  held  at  this 
place  until  the  summer  of  1817,  when  the  court-house 
was  finished,  since  which  time  they  have  been  held 
in  that  building  (hereafter  to  be  described)  down  to 
the  present,  with  the  exception  of  two  terms  in  1864, 
when  the  court-house  was  being  remodeled. 

The  first  record  of  the  Orphans'  Court  of  Lehigh 
County  is  dated  Dec.  7,  1812,  at  which  time  a  term  of 
court  was  held  by  the  associate  justices,  the  Hon. 
Peter  Khoads  and  the  Hon.  Jonas  Hartzell.  But  one 
case  was  brought  before  them, — the  appointment  of  a 
guardian  of  a  minor  child. 

The  records  in  the  register's  office  show  that  wills 
were  recorded  from  the  13th  of  September,  1812. 
Those  of  the  following  persons  were  recorded  in  that 
year:  Daniel  Schmeiers,  of  Macungie  township,  dated 
July  28,  1812;  John  Newcomer,  of  Upper  Saucon 
township,  dated  Aug.  22,  1805;  Matthias  Brobst,  of 
Lynn  township,  dated  Aug.  12, 1805  ;  Christian  Weid- 
enstein,  of  Macungie  township,  dated  June  15,  1806 ; 
Barbara  Jenser,  of  Weissenberg  township,  dated  Jan- 
uary, 1810. 

Letters  of  administration  were  granted  in  1812  upon 
the  estates  of  John  Quarry,  Adam  Euber,  Christian 
Strump,  and  Adam  Wetzell. 

Early  Financial  Affairs  of  the  County.— At  the 
time  of  the  formation  of  the  county,  WilliamJTilghj 
^mainj_one  of  the  proimetors  of  Northampton  (Allen- 
town)  pledged  himself  to  pay  one  thousand  dollars 
annually  for  three  successive  years  into  the  treasury 
of  the  county.  He  made  the  first  payment  Nov.  28, 
1812,  and  it  served  an  important  part  in  meeting  the 
expenses  which  the  commissioners  were  obliged  to 
incur.  The  total  expenses  of  the  county  up  to  Jan. 
1,  1813,  were  three  hundred  and  sixty-eight  dollars 
and  eighty-two  cents,  leaving  six  hundred  and  thirty- 
one  dollars  and  eighteen  cents  in  the  treasury.  The 
expenditures  were  as  follows : 


G.  Stabler,  for  election  expenses  at  Millerstown ^4  80 

J.  Mummy,           "               "            Grim'a  District 37'20 

A.  Shifferstein,     "               "            Saeger'8.DiBtrict 44.20 

P.  B.Shaw,           "               "            Allentown  District 49.60 

G.  Kramer,  commisaioner  on  seat  of  justice 50.00 

George  Savitz,  rent  of  rooms  for  court 50.00 

Commissioner's  salary,  November  20  to  January  1 5b.9\ 

Quarry  stone  for  prison 67.21 

1368.82 

The  county  accounts  were  audited  by  John  Wagner, 
Frederick  Hyneman,  and  George  S.  Eisenhard. 

In  1813  the  receipts  of  the  county  from  all  sources 
were  $15,448.30.  Of  this  sum,  $1558.66  represented 
the  balance  at  the  previous  settlement,  and  the 
amount  paid  in  by  Judge  Tilghman  on  his  promised 
donation.  The  sum  of  $13,254.56  was  collected  in 
taxes  out  of  $16,772.60  assessed  on  the  inhabitants 
and  estates,  and  $8.90  was  paid  in  by  Peter  Hauck  as 
sherifi''s  fees.  At  the  close  of  the  year  there  was  a 
balance  in  the  county  treasury  of  $6693.80.  The 
auditors  were  John  Weiss,  John  Spangenberg,  and 
George  S.  Eisenhard. 

In  1814  the  total  receipts  were  $18,325.91,  and  in 
1815,  $15,050.89.  The  auditors  in  those  years  were 
William  Eckert,  Henry  Haas,  and  Henry  Mohr. 

In  1816  the  total  receipts  were  $17,214.05.  This 
year,  for  the  first  time,  bank  loans  were  made  for 
county  purposes,  the  first  being  one  of  $2176.53  from 
the  Easton  Bank. 

Court-House  and  Jail,— As  we  have  heretofore  re- 
lated, the  first  courts  were  held  in  George  Savitz's 
hotel,  a  small  building,  which  was  the  nucleus  of  the 
Allen  House,  and  the  succeeding  ones  for  several 
years  in  the  jail  or  county  prison  building.  The  first 
action  in  reference  to  the  erection  of  the  court-house 
of  which  any  record  has  been  preserved  was  the  in- 
sertion in  the  German  newspapers  of  Allentown  of  an 
advertisement,  bearing  date  of  Jan.  7,  1814,  calling 
for  proposals  for  furnishing  stone,  lumber,  shingles, 
and  other  material  for  the  erection  of  the  proposed 
building.  The  commissioners  whose  names  were  af- 
fixed to  this  card  were  William  Fenstermacher,  Philip 
Kleckner,  and  John  Yeakel.  In  addition  to  the  funds 
provided  by  taxation,  a  number  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Allentown  had  subscribed  various  sums  for  assisting 
in  the  work  of  erecting  the  public  buildings.  The 
treasurer's  account  for  1815  shows  that  three  hundred 
dollars  was  received  from  William  Tilghman  for 
James  Greenleaf  for  that  purpose,  and  also  a  balance 
of  money  subscribed  by  the  proprietors  of  the  bor- 
ough amounting  to  $141.34. 

John  Yeakel  having  visited  Lycoming  County  and 
secured  a  plan  of  the  court-house  there,  it  was  made 
the  basis  of  design  for  the  Lehigh  County  building. 
Work  was  immediately  begun  on  the  court-house,  and 
it  appears  that  during  the  year  1814  the  money  ex- 
pended amounted  to  $6911.98.  During  the  next  year 
the  aggregate  of  the  itemized  account  was  $8989.85, 
and  in  1816  it  was  $1852.68,  thus  making,  with  the 
cost  of  the  bell,  $775.80,  incurred  in  1817,  a  total  of 
$18,530.31.      Other  improvements  were  made  about 
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the  building  and  grounds  which,  as  is  shown  by  the 
commissioners'  account  for  April,  1819,  increased  the 
grand  total  to  $24,937.08.  Court  was  held  in  the  new 
building  for  the  first  time  in  August,  1817. 

The  court-house  remained  in  its  original  condition, 
with  occasional  repairs,  until  1864.  At  the  Novem- 
ber term  of  court  in  the  preceding  year  the  grand 
jury  reported  the  "  court-room  entirely  too  small  and 
inconvenient  for  the  administration  of  justice,  and  are 
of  opinion  that  by  building  an  addition  of  about 
thirty  feet  to  the  north  side  thereof  in  proportion  with 
the  old  building  would  make  the  court-room  large 
enough,  and  would  therefore  recommend  that  the 
commissioners  of  the  county  would  enlarge  said  court- 
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room  by  making  said  addition  to  the  same  as  afore- 
said, the  cost  of  which  not  to  exceed  the  sum  of  three 
thousand  dollars;  or  in  case  the  cost  of  said  attach- 
ment should  exceed  said  sum  of  three  thousand  dol- 
lars, that  such  excess  will  be  made  up  by  private  sub- 
scription. 

"Approved  Nov.  6,  1863. 

"Eeuben  Stabler, 

"  Foreman." 
Publication  of  the  above  recommendation  was 
made  in  the  newspapers,  and  no  exception  being 
taken,  the  report  of  the  grand  jury  was  approved  by 
the  court  Jan.  14,  1864,  and  the  commissioners  were 
advised    to    immediately  commence  improvements. 


Accordingly,  they  advertised  for  proposals  for  furnish- 
ing stone  with  which  to  build.  On  the  last  of  Febru- 
ary, E.  Culver,  architect,  of  Williamsport,  met  the 
commissioners,  and  presented  drafts  and  specifica- 
tions, which  were  accepted,  and  on  the  same  date  an 
agreement  was  entered  into  with  Henry  Smith  for  the 
mason-work.  Work  was  commenced  April  17th,  and 
prosecuted  as  expeditiously  as  was  consistent  with 
thoroughness.  On  the  10th  of  November  the  court 
was  held  in  the  enlarged  room,  which,  however,  was 
not  finished,  and  the  trial  of  William  Keck  for  mur- 
der was  conducted  at  that  term. 

The  cost  of  the  enlargement  and  improvement  of 
the  building,  and  the  proper  furnishing  of  the  court- 
room and  offices,  which  alone  was  four 
thousand  dollars,  amounted  to  $57,235.86. 
This  expenditure  resulted  in  giving  Le- 
high County  a  large,  substantial,  con- 
veniently arranged,  and  tasteful  court- 
house, which  is  in  every  respect  adequate 
to  the  needs  of  the  public.  The  court- 
room is  unusually  large,  and  the  Qffices 
of  the  prothonotary,  treasurer,  recorder, 
register.  Orphans'  Court,  and  sheriff  are 
all  ample  for  the  purposes  they  serve,  and 
are  provided  with  excellent  vaults  and 
safes  for  the  preservation  of  the  county 
records. 

The  erection  of  tbe  first  jail  antedated 
by  nearly  four  years  the  building  of  the 
court-house.  Active  work  was  com- 
menced upon  it  in  the  spring  of  1813, 
and  by  fall  had  progressed  so  far  that 
the  commissioners  ordered  the  upper 
room  to  be  prepared  for  occupation  by 
the  courts,  which  was  done,  so  that  the 
November  term  of  Quarter  Sessions  was 
held  there.  The  room  was  used  for  this 
purpose  until  the  completion  of  the  court- 
house, in  1817.  This  building,  which  cost 
only  a  little  over  eight  thousand  four 
hundred  and  twenty  dollars,  was  used 
as  a  jail  until  the  present  elaborate  and 
imposing  structure  was  in  readiness,  in 
1869. 
The  first  action  was  taken  in  reference  to  the  new 
jail  in  1865,  the  grand  jury  at  the  September  term  of 
court  reporting: 

"  That  in  accoidanco  with  the  suggestions  of  the  court  they  have  ex- 
amined the  county  prison,  and  are  unanimously  of  the  opinion  that  the 
true  interest  of  the  county,  and  the  duty  of  those  who  represent  the 
people  of  the  county,  requires  that  a  new  jail  should  be  erected  as  soon 
as  consistent  with  our  financial  condition.  We  therefore  recommend 
and  direct  the  county  commissioners  to  commence  the  erection  of  a 
county  prisou  some  time  in  the  year  1867,  having  a  due  regard  to  the 
wants  of  the  county  and  the  interests  of  the  people. 

"  By  order  of  the  Grand  Inquest. 

"  Levi  Line,  Foremait" 

The  grand  inquest  at  the  October  term,  the  same 
year  (1865),  reported,  "That  in  accordance  with  sug- 
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gestions  of  the  court  they  have  visited  and  examined 
the  jail  of  said  county,  and  find  the  same,  in  their 
opinion,  quite  inadequate  to  answer  the  purpose  for 
which  it  is  designed,  it  being  too  small  and  too  badly 
arranged,  and  also  too  insecurely  built  to  accommo- 
date and  keep  safe  the  number  of  prisoners  generally 
confined  therein,  and  having  examined  a  report  on 
the  same  subject  made  by  the  grand  inquest  at  the 
last  preceding  session,  and  having  duly  considered 
the  premises,  we  beg  leave  to  state  that  we  fully 
concur  therewith,  and  recommend  the  building  of  a 
new  jail  under  the  conditions  set  forth  in  said  re- 
port." 

After  due  publication  of  the  recommendations  given 
above  and  no  exceptions  being  taken,  the  court  ap- 
proved of  the  report  of  the  grand  jury,  and  recom- 
mended the  commissioners  to  proceed  to  the  selection 
of  a  site  and  the  erection  of  a  new  jail.  On  the  14th 
of  March,  1866,  the  present  site,  two  hundred  and 
thirty  feet  on  Fourth  Street  and  four  hundred  and 
twenty  feet  on  Linden,  bounded  by  the  street  named 
and  Court  and  Penn  Alleys,  was  purchased  of  Chris- 
tian Pretz  and  others  for  ten  thousand  dollars. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  commissioners,  held  Dec.  3, 
1866,  it  was  resolved  that  the  commissioners,  the 
clerk,  and  Mr.  G.  A.  Aschbach  visit  Schuylkill  and 
other  counties  to  examine  their  prisons.  On  the  10th 
of  December  they  reported  that  they  had  visited  the 
prisons  of  Schuylkill  and  Berks  Counties,  and  Mr. 
Aschbach  was  instructed  to  draw  plans  embodying 
the  most  desirable  features  in  the  structures  they  had 
seen. 

On  the  3d  of  April,  1867,  it  was  resolved  that  a  jail 
or  penitentiary  should  be  erected  on  the  ground  al- 
ready purchased,  "  in  accordance  with  the  plans  of 
Messrs.  Aschbach  and  Nauman,  who  are  appointed 
architects  and  engineers,  and  which  plans  have  been 
approved  by  the  secretaxy  of  the  commonwealth." 

Work  was  then  immediately  commenced.  No  con- 
tracts were  made,  but  all  of  the  labor  was  performed 
by  the  day,  that  upon  the  wood-work  being  under  the 
superintendence  of  Stephen  Donblazer  and  James 
Focht.  The  stone  used  in  the  building,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  that  in  the  front,  was  from  the  quarry  of 
Nathan  Benner,  in  Salisbury  township. 

Ou  April  16,  1868,  the  commissioners  resolved  to 
sell  the  old  jail  lot  at  public  sale  on  June  6th  follow- 
ing, possession  to  be  given  on  April  1,  1869,  or  as 
soon  thereafter  as  the  new  jail  was  ready  for  occu- 
pancy. Early  in  April,  1869,  the  new  jail  having  re- 
ceived completion,  a  bill  was  passed  by  the  Legis- 
lature authorizing  the  transfer  of  prisoners  to  it  from 
the  old  one.     The  transfer  was  made  April  14th. 

The  building  was  not  entirely  finished  until  1870. 
The  last  report  of  Mr.  Aschbach,  bearing  date  of  Dec. 
12th  in  that  year,  contained  a  statement  of  the  amounts 
expended  upon  the  work  each  year,  as  follows :  1867, 
$68,653.78;  1868,163,627.42;  1869,  $38,963.62  ;  1870, 
$9800.89  ;  1871,  $8349.    If  to  the  aggregate  of  these 


amounts  the  sum  of  $10,000  expended  in  1866  for  the 
lots  and  $9094.25  in  1869  for  a  heavy  iron  fence  be 
added,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  total  cost  of  the  prison 
was  $200,222.95. 

The  jail  is  a  model  one  in  all  respects.  It  is  a 
massive  and  substantial-appearing  structure  in  the 
Tudor  style  of  architecture,  and  the  sombre  brown  or 
dark-red  sandstone  of  its  front  gives,  in  combination 
with  its  outlines,  an  impression  of  gloomy  grandeur. 
A  square  tower  rises  from  the  centre  of  the  front  to  a 
height  of  one  hundred  feet.  It  is  embattled  at  the 
top  with  heavy  embrasures.  The  building  is  two 
stories  in  height,  and  the  long  structure  extending 
back  from  the  front,  in  which  is  the  prison-keeper's 
residence,  gives  the  building  the  form  of  a  letter  T. 
The  length  of  the  side  walls  is  one  hundred  and  sev- 
enty-eight feet,  and  they  are  built  of  the  Lehigh 
mountain  stone,  which,  it  has  been  remarked,  came 
from  Mr.  Benner's  quarry.  The  prison  contains  forty 
cells. 

County  Provision  for  the  Poor.— A  project  for 
the  establishment  of  a  "House  of  Employment  and 
Support  for  the  Poor  of  Lehigh  County"  was  set  on 
foot  as  early  as  1831.  The  Legislature  was  petitioned 
to  pass  a  bill  authorizing  the  people  of  the  county  to 
vote  upon  the  question  of  opening  such  an  institution, 
but  there  arose  quite  a  strong  opposition  to  the  meas- 
ure, which  was  expressed  in  numerous  remonstrances, 
and  the  bill  was  not  passed  until  April  11,  1844.  At 
the  next  October  election  the  people  voted  "  Poor- 
House — Yes"  or  "  Poor- House— No,''  according  to 
their  individual  preferences,  and  with  the  result  of 
twelve  hundred  majority  in  favor  of  providing  an 
asylum  for  the  indigent  at  the  expense  of  the  county. 
Accordingly,  the  commissioners,  twenty-eight  in  num- 
ber, named  in  and  appointed  by  the  act  to  select  and 
purchase  land  on  which  to  erect  the  necessary  build- 
ings, assembled  in  Allentown  on  Oct.  28, 1844,  for  the 
purpose  of  effecting  an  organization.  Lewis  Schmidt 
was  appointed  chairman,  and  Michael  D.  Eberhard 
secretary.  A  committee  of  eight  was  appointed  to  re- 
ceive proposals  for  a  suitable  farm.  Thirty  properties 
were  offered  before  the  next  meeting  was  held,  on 
December  4th.  The  full  board  of  commissioners  met 
in  the  court-house  and  voted  on  the  different  farms 
offered.  The  properties  of  Charles  and  Solomon 
Mertz  being  proven  the  choice  of  a  large  majority  of 
the  commissioners,  twenty-two  of  whom  had  voted  for 
its  purchase,  a  committee  of  four  was  appointed  to 
have  it  surveyed  and  negotiate  the  purchase.  It  was 
found  to  contain  two  hundred  and  fifty-four  acres,  and 
the  price  paid  for  it  was  .$27,662.32. 

The  Board  of  Poor  Directors  met  in  Allentown  on 
March  28,  1845,  for  organization,  and  at  their  second 
meeting,  April  7th,  received  reports  from  the  different 
districts  in  regard  to  the  number  of  paupers  in  them. 
Allentown  reported  44;  Upper  Macungie,  17 ;  Lower 
Macungie,  11 ;  Upper Saucon,  11 ;  Salisbury,  3 ;  South 
Whitehall,  6;  North  Whitehall,  15;  Weissenberg,  1 ; 
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Lowhill,  5;  Hanover,?;  and  Upper  Milford,  25; 
making  a  total  of  145,  with  three  townships— Lynn, 
Heidelberg,  and  Northampton — not  heard  from. 

Thomas  Faust  was  chosen  as  steward,  and  his  wife, 
Anna  Faust,  as  matron,  April  9,  1845. 

On  May  1,  1845,  proposals  were  received  for  erect- 
ing a  building,  and  contracts  awarded  to  Joshua  Seip, 
Stephen  Dornblaser,  Thomas  Becker,  Daniel  Smith, 
Nonnemacher  &  Fatzinger,  and  Robert  McDowell. 
The  main  building  was  put  up  in  the  summer  of 

1845,  at  a  cost  of  $4893,  and  $1044.70  were  expended 
in  furnishing  it  in  a  proper  style.  This  building  was 
ready  for  occupancy  in  December,  and  upon  the  29th 
of  that  month  twenty-four  paupers  from  the  various 
districts  of  the  county  were  admitted.     In  January, 

1846,  all  of  the  poor  who  were  being  maintained  in 
the  several  districts  were  removed  to  the  institution. 

In  1847  a  hospital  building  was  erected,  and  in 
1861  an  addition  was  built.  In  1878  the  building 
was  again  extended  and  otherwise  improved  by  the 
county  commissioners.  The  workhouse  was  erected 
in  1865.  The  total  cost  of  the  buildings  has  been 
$51,154.21.  The  institution  is  a  large  one,  and  is 
maintained  in  excellent  condition  by  the  directors 
and  the  superintendent  and  matron.  It  affords  ac- 
commodations for  four  hundred  and  eighty  persons, 
there  being  in  the  several  buildings  three  hundred 
and  three  single  and  fifty-five  double  beds,  while  the 
insane  department  has  forty  cells.  The  expenses  of 
the  institution  for  each  year  since  its  establishment 
are  shown  by  the  following  table: 


1846 $2,273.63 

1847 7,600.00 

1848 4,600.00 

1849 3,600,00 

1860 ■...  3,000.00 

IS.'il 4,000.00 

1862 3,000.00 

1853 4,500.00 

1854 5,200.00 

1865 6,600.00 

1866 6,500.00 

1867 6,600.00 

1858 5,000.00 

1869 6,000.00 

1860 6,.500.00 

1861 9,600.00 


1862 87,000.00 

1863 13,000.00 

1864 11,000,00 

1865 9,000.00 

1866 19,728.12 

1867 23,000.00 

1868 2.3,726.82 

1869 21,953.07 

1870 24,826.40 

1871 18,000.00 

1872 16,000.00 

1873 18,000.00 

1874 18,673.49 

187S 19,663.39/ 

1876 19,101.41 

1877 7,419,  ' 


Following  is  a  list  of  the  poor  directors  from  1844 
to  1883 : 

1844.— Jesse   Grim,  Michael  D.  Eberhard,  Allentown ;    John  Blank 
Upper  Saucon. 

1845. — Jesse  Grim,  Allentown. 

1846— Miehael  D.  Eberhard,  Allentown. 

1847. — John  Blank,  Upper  Saucon. 

1848.— Henry  Schantz,  South  Whitehall. 

1849. — Jonas  Brobst,  Upper  Macungie, 

1850, — Daniel  Miller,  Upper  Macungie. 

1851. — Henry  Diefenderfer,  Lower  Macungie, 

1852, — Hiram  J,  Schantz,  Upper  Macungie, 

1863. — Peter  Romig,  Lower  Macungie, 

1854, — Solomon  Klein,  Salisbury. 

1856. — Samuel  Bernhard,  Upper  Macungie. 

1856. — John  Maddern,  Millerstown. 

1867,— John  Bortz,  Upper  Macungie, 

1868, — Jesse  Grim,  Allentown. 

1859. — Benjamin  Jarrett,  Lower  Macungie, 

1860, — Leonard  Moyer,  Upper  Macungie, 

1861, — Jacob  Andreas,  Allentown, 

1862, — Perry  Weaver,  Upper  Milford. 


1863,— Charles  Wenner,  South  Whitehall, 
1864. — Jacob  Andreas,  Allentown, 
1865, — Jacob  Schaffer,  Upper  Macungie. 
1866. — Solomon  Griesemer,  South  Whitehall, 
1867,— Daniel  B,  Mohr,  Allentown, 
1868.— Henry  Ritter,  Salisbury. 
1869. — Keuben  Henninger,  South  Whitehall. 
1870.— John  Erdman,  North  Whitehall. 
1871, — Jonas  Hartzell,  Allentown. 
1872, — Reuben  Henninger,  South  Whitehall, 
1873,— John  Erdman,  North  Whitehall. 
1874, — Jonas  Hartzell,  Allentown, 
1876.— John  Sieger,  South  Whitehall, 
1876,— David  Wieser,  Wliitehall, 
1877. — Jesse  Marks,  Allentown, 
1878,— John  Sieger,  South  Whitehall, 
1879,— David  Wieser,  Whitehall, 
1880, — Jesse  Marks,  Allentown, 
1881,— Henry  Shantz,  South  Whitehall, 
1882, — Reuben  Donner,  Lower  Macungie, 
1883, — Edwin  Cramlicji,  Allentown, 


CHAPTER     VIII. 


CIVIL    LIST. 

Roster  of  Civil  Officials  of  Lehigh  County  and  Representatives  in  the 
National  and  State  Legislative  Bodies  from  1812  to  1884, 

MEMBERS   OF   CONGRESS, 

Joseph  Frey,  Twentieth  and  Twenty-flrst  Congresses 1827-31 

Henry  King,  Twenty-second  and  Twenty-third  Congresses 1831-35 

Peter  Newbard,  Twenty-second  and  Twenty-seventh  Congresses.1839-43 

Jacob  Erdman,  Twenty-ninth  Congress ' 1845-47 

John  W,  Hornbech,  Thirtieth  Congress 1847 

Samuel  A,  Bridges,  Thirtieth,  Thirty-third,  and  Forty-fifth  Con- 
gresses  1847-49,  1863-65,1877-79 

Henry  C.  Lougenecker,  Thirty-sixth  Congress 1869-61 

John  D.  Stiles,  Thirty-seventh,i  Thirty-eighth,  and  Forty-flrst 

Congre.sees 1863-65,1869-71 

J,  S,  Biery,  Forty-third  Congress 1873-75 

STATE   SENATORS, 


Elected, 
Henry  Jarrett. -October,  1813 
Joseph  Frey,  Jr,      "        1817, 1821 

Henry  King "        1825,1829 

W,0,  Livingston,  "  1831,1833 
John  S,  Gibbons,,  "  1840,1842 
Tacob  D,  Boas,,..       "        1846 


Elected. 

William  Fry October,  1852 

J.Schindel "         1858 

George  B.  Schall      "        1864 
Edwin  Albright.      "        1^70, 1873 
Evan  Holben..,,       "        1876,1878 
M,C,  Heninger.,      "        1882 


MEMBERS   OF   THE   HOUSE   OF   REPRESENTATIVES, 


Elected, 
Abraham  Rinker October,  1815 


Philip  Wint.. 

Peter  Newliard 

Wm,  Fenstermacher, 

Peter  Newhard 

Wm,  Fenstermachcr. 

John  J,  KrauBe 

Wm.  Fenstermacher. 

John  J.  Krau.^e 

George  S.  Eisenhard.. 

Samuel  Mayer 

Peter  Newhard 

Jacob  Dillinger 

Peter  Newhard 

Jacob  Dillinger 

George  Miller 

Jncub  Dillinger 

George  Miller 

Walter  C.  Livingston, 

Peter  Newhard 

Daniel  Edgar 

Peter  Ivnepley 

Christian  Pretz 

Peter  Knepley 

John  Weida 

Peter  Knepley 

John  Weida 

Jesse  Grimm 

Jacob  Erdman 

Alexander  Miller, 
William  Stahr ' 


isi,-, 

1817 
1817 
1819 
IS'20 
1821 
1822 
1822 
ls-.;3 
1824 
]8-'4 
1S26 
1826 
1826 
1S27 
1828 
1828 
1829 
1829 
1830 
1830 
1831 
1831 
1832 
1833 
1833 
1834 
1834 
1835 
1835 


Elected. 

George  Frederick.... 
Jacob  Erdniaa 

"       1836 
"       1837 

Martin  Ritter 

"       1838 

■  Martin  Ritter 

Out     n    1839 

Benjamin  Fogel 

Benjamin  Fogel 

1  Peter  Haas...; 

..  "      11, 1839 
.  "      16, 1840 

1  Benjamin  Fogel 

'  Peter  Haas 

.  "      15,1841 
"      16  1841 

,  George  Frederick.... 
1  George  S.  Eisenhard 

'  Reuben  Strauss 

Jarrett 

,  "      14,1842 

,  "       14,1842 

.October,  1843 

"       1843 

j  Jesse  Samuels 

"       1844 

1  Reuben  StrawBs 

1  Jesse  Samuels 

■  David  Laury 

"       1845 
"       1845 
"       1846 
"       1846 

Samuel  Marx 

"       1847 

"       1847 

Robert  Klotz 

,Oct,    10,1848 

Srtmuel  Marx 

"        9  1849 

Robert  Klotz 

.  "        9.  1849 

David  Laury October,  1850 

David  Laury Oct,    14,  1861 

David  Laury "      19,1862 


1  To  fill  unexpired  term  of  Thomas  B,  Cooper,  deceased. 


CIVIL   LIST. 
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David  Laury 

James  S.  Reese 

Joshua  Fry 

Herman  Rupp 

Hermnn  Rupp 

Tilghman  H.  Good. 
Samuel  Bolliet 

E 
..Oct. 

Br  " 
Br  " 

ected. 

11,  1853 
10, 1864 

9,1856 
14, 1856  ! 
13,1857 

12,  1858 
12.  1868 
11,1859 

9,  1860 

8,  1861 

14,  1862  ; 

13.1863  : 
11,1864 

11. 1864 
l.er,  1865 

'       1866  1 
'       1866 
'       1866 
'       1867  i 
'       1867 
'       1868 
'       1868  ■ 
'       1869 
'       1869 

SHER 

22,  1812 
17,  1815 

22,  1817 
27,  1820 
21,  1.''23 
16,  1826 
20,  1829 
16, 1832 

20. 1835 
.12,1838 

19,  1841 
16, 1844 

23,  1847 

PEOTHON 

lissioned. 

23, 1812 

14,  1815 

8, 1818 

9, 1821 

2, 1824 

23, 1826 

h  29, 1S3I1 

4,  1833 

26, 1834 

13. 1836 

20,  1835 
9, 1836 
4, 1839 

29,  1839 

COKDERS 

nisBioned. 

13, 1812 

18, 1818 

9,  1821 

2,  1824 

23,  1N26 

h  29,  1830 

19,  1836 

4,  1839 

29, 1839 

14, 1839 

12, 1842 

17, 1846 

25,  1848 

GISTEES 

23, 1812 

8, 1818 

9, 1S21 

2,  1824 

23, 182B 

h  29, 1830 

19,  1836 

4, 1839 

29,  1839 

14,  1839 

12,  1842 

17, 1846 

Adam  Woolover 

Herman  M.  Fetter... 

Adam  Woolever 

Herman  M.  Fetter.. 

El 
.Octob 

".Nov 
...Oct. 

ected. 

ei:,  1870 
1870 
1871 
1871 
1872 
1872 
1873 
1873 

br,  1874 
1874 
1874 
1876 
1876 
1876 
1878 
1878 

'  1878 
1880 
1880 

'       1880 

'  1882 
1882 

'       1882 

16,  1850 
18,  1863 
25,1866 
17, 1869 
12, 1802 

31. 1865 
29,  1868 
31,  18?L 

8, 1874 
18,  1877 

7,  1880 
1883 

issioned. 
.14,1839 
12,  1842 

17,  1845 

26,  1848 

22. 1861 
18, 1854 
19, 1860 

4,  1863 

8,  1866 

27,  1869 

7,  1872 
.  16,  1875 

14, 1878 
22,  1881 

issioned. 
22,1861 

18,  1854 

13. 1866 
10,  1866 

4,  1869 

12. 1862 
6, 1866 

13,1868 
14, 1871 

8,  1874 
24,1877 

7,1880 
1883 

25,  1848 
22, 1851 
18,1854 
10,  1857 

19,  1860 
4, 1863 
8,  1866 

20,  1869 
7, 1872 

16, 1876 
14,  1878 
27, 1881 

Eobert  Steckel 

W.  C.  Lichtenwalln 
W.  C.  Lichtenwalln 

John  H.  Fogel 

James  Kimmett 

Nelson  Weiser  „,... 

George  F.  Gross 

Franklin  B.  Heller. 

V.'octo 

Einst  Nakel 

James  F.Kline 

Franklin  B.  Heller. 
Charles  H.  Foster... 
Patrick  F.  Boyle.... 

Amandcs  Sieger 

William  B.  Erdman 
Patrick  F.  Boyle,... 

Amandes  Sieger 

William  B.  Erdman 

[FFS.i 

Joseph  F.  Newhard 
Nathan  Weiler  .... 

John  H.  Fogel 

John  H.  Fogel 

Daniel  H.  Creitz.... 

John  H.  Fogel 

Daniel  H  Oreit?. 

Daniel  H.  Creitz.... 

Peter  Hauck 

George  Klotz 

Anthony  Musick.. 
Charles  L.  Hutter.. 
Abraham  Rinker... 

....Oct 

Henry  Smith 

Charles  B.  Haines.. 
Herman  M.  Fetter. 
Jacob  Holbon 

.'.'.Nov 
...Oct. 

Abraham  Rinker *' 

Peter  Hoffman " 

Jacob  Hagenbuch " 

Jonathan  D.  Meeker-.No^ 
George  Wetherholt....Oct 

David  Stern " 

Charles  Ihrie -.--  " 

Owen  W.  Faust 

Edwin  Zimmerman 
Thomas  B.  Morgan 

George  Bower 

Charles  B.  Maberry 

OTARIES. 

Jesse  Samuels 

...Dec 

Comn 

...Noy 

John  MulhoUen... 

Henry  Wilson 

Henry  Wilson 

Cbristian  F.  Beitel 
Charles  L.  Hutter. 
Charles  L.  Hutter. 
Daniel  Kreamer... 
Daniel  Kreamer.., 
Edmund  W.Hutte 

Charles  Craig 

Jacob  Dillinger.... 
Christian  F.  Beitel 
Christian  F.  Beitel 

Comn 

.July 

.April 

.Jan. 

.Feb. 

.Jan. 

.Dec. 

.Marc 

.Feb. 

r.Nov. 

.July 

.Oct. 

..Jan , 

KE 

Comi 
..July 
..Jan. 
..Feb. 

.Jan. 

.Dec. 

.Marc 
..Jan. 

'.'.Nov. 

ra 

.July 

.Jan. 
..Feb. 
..Jan. 

.Deo. 

.Marc 
..Jan. 

.'.Nov. 

(( 

(C 

Franci.%  E.  Samuel. 
Franci8  E.  Samuel. 

C( 

CI 

Esuias  Eehrig 

Jacob  S.  Dillinger . 
Jacob  S.  Dillinger. 
Henry  A.  Saylor.... 
Henry  C.  Wagner.. 
Tilghman  D.  Frey. 

OF   DEEDS. 
Nathan  German.... 

...Dec 

Comm 
Noy. 

June 
Noy. 

Dec. 
Noy. 

Dec. 

Leonard  Nagle 

Leonard  Nagle.... 

George  Marx 

James  Hall 

Jame«  Hall 

John  Wilson 

William  Boas 

William  Bnas 

Benj.  M.  Krauee.... 

i  George  S.  Gross 

i  Joseph  Saeger 

Jonathan  Trexler.. 

Jonathan  Trexler.. 

Silas  Camp 

Silas  Camp 

John  F.  Sieberling 

Edwin  H.  Breder... 

Dallas  Dillinger.... 

Joseph  C.  Eupp 

OF   WILLS. 

Edward  Beck 

Joshua  Stabler 

Samuel  Coiver 

Jacoh  Slemmer 

Jacob  Slemmer 

S.  R.  Engleman 

S.E.Engleman 

K.  E.  Newhard 

1  E.  E.  Newhard 

Henry  German 

!  B.  B.  Harlacher.... 
i  Tilghman  F.  Keck 

A.  Gangwere 

A.Gangwere 

George  Stein 

Nathan  German.. 

Leonard  Nagle 

Leonard  Nagle 

George  Marx 

James  Hall 

James  Hall 

/William  Boas 

/  William  Boas 

Samuel  Marx 

Tilghman  Good.... 
Edward  Beck 

CLBEKS   OF   COURT   OF   QUARTER  SESSIONS. 


1  The  office  of  sheriff  was  held  by  appointment  until  1839,  when  it  be- 
came electiye.    The  dates  here  given  are  the  dates  of  commission. 

Christian  Einker  was  sheriff  of  Northampton  County  from  1756  to 
1762. 

Jonas  Hartzell,  from  1778  to  1783,  and  from  1791  to  1793. 

Abraham  Einker,  from  1802  to  1806. 

Henry  Jarrett,  from  1805  to  1808. 


Commissioned. 

John  MulhoUen July     23,1812 

Henry  Wilson April    14,1815 

Henry  Wilson Jan.       8,1818 

Christian  F.  Beitel. .Feb.       9, 1821 
Christian  F.  BeiteL.Nov.     H,  1823 

F.  Hyneman  Ian.        2, 1824 

F.  Hyneman Dec.      23,  1826 

Henry  .lavrott June     1, 1829 

Jacob  Dillinger March  29, 1830 

Jacob  Dillinger Feb.       4, 1833 

Henry  W.  Knipe Jan.      19,  1836 

Henry  W.  Knipe "  4,1839 

Charles  S.  Bush "        29,1839 

Charles  S.  Bush Nov.    14, 1839 


Commissioned. 


W.  Selfridge Nov. 

John  D.  Lawall " 

John  D.  Lawall " 

Nathan  Melzgar....  " 
James  W.  Mickley..    " 

Boas  Hansman " 

BoasHansman " 

George  W.  Hertzel.  " 
J.  E.  Zimmerman..  " 
Augustus  L.  Ruhe..    " 

Joseph  Hunter '* 

F.  J.  Newhard Dec. 

I  John  P.  Goundie....    " 
James  H.  Grader. ...   " 


12, 1845 

17,  1842 

25, 1848 

22, 1851 

18, 1854 

10,  1867 

19,  1860 

4, 1863 

8,  1866 

20, 1869 

7, 1872 

15,  1875 

14, 1878 

27, 1881 


CLEEKS  OF    OEPHANS'    COURT. 


Commissioned. 

John  MulhoUen July  23, 1812 

Henry  Wilson April  14,1816 

Henry  Wilson Jan.  8,1818 

Christian  P.  Beitel.Feb.  9,  1821 

Christian  F.  BeiteL.Nov.  11, 1823 

Fred.  Hyneman Jan.  2,  1824 

Fred.  Hyneman Dec.  23,1826 

Henry  Jarrett June  1,  1829 

J.acob  Dillinger March  29, 1830 

Jacob  Dillinger Feb.  4,  1833 

Henry  W.  Knipe.. ..Jan.  19,1836 

Henry  W.  Knipe....  "  4,  1839 

Charies  S.  Bush "  29,  1 839 

Charles  S.  Bush Noy.  14, 1839 


Commissioned. 

W.  SelfridKB Nov.  12,1842 

John  D.  Lawall "  17,  1846 

John  D.  Lawall "  2,6,  1848 

Nathan  Metzgar....  "  22,1851 

James  W.  Mickley.  "  18,1854 

BoasHausman "  10,18.57 

Boas  Hausman "  19,1860 

George  W.  Hertzel.  "  4,1863 

J.  B.  Zimmerman...  "  8,  1866 

Augustus  L.  Ruhe..  "  20, 1869 

Augustus  L.  Euhe.,  "  7, 1872 

Francis  Weiss Dec.  16,  1876 

.lohn  Van  Billiard..  "  20,  1878 

Henry  W.Mohr "  27,1881 


CLBEKS   OF  THE    COURTS   OF   OYER   AND    TERMINER. 


Commissioned. 

John  MulhoUen July  23,1812 

Henry  Wilson April  14,  1815 

Henry  Wilson Jan.  18, 1818 

Christian  F.  BeiteL.Feb.  9,  1821 

Fred.  Hyneman Jan.  2,  1824 

Fred.  Hyneman Dec.  23,1826 

Henrv  Jarrett June  1, 1829 

Jacob  Dillinger March  29, 1830 

Jacob  Dillinger Feb.  4,1833 

Henry  W.  Knipe... .Jan.  19, 1836 

Henry  W.  Knipe....  "  4,  1839 

Charles  S.  Bush "  29,  1839 

Charles  S.  Bush Nov.  14, 1839 


Commissioned. 

Peter  Dorney Oct.      23,  1812 

Peter  Newhard "  17,  1816 

Henry  Weaver Dec.      14,  1817 

Daniel  Mertz Ian.        6,1819 

Andrew  Knauss Dec.      20, 1821 

Benjamin  Fogel "        17,1824 

Jacob  Shantz Jan.      23,1829 

Peter  Miller Dec.      11, 1830 

Daniel  Klein Oct.      26,1833 

Charles  Foster Dec.        9, 1836 

Jacob  Marx March  13, 1839 

Solomon  Gangwere.Nov.       8, 1841 

John  Eisenhart "        20, 1844 

Charles  Troxel March  30, 1846 

Charles  Troxel Nov.     13, 1846 


Commissioned. 

W.  Selfridge Noy.  12, 1842 

JohnD.Lawall "  17,1845 

John  D.  Lawall  "  2.1,  1848 

Nathan  Metzger "  22,1861 

James  W.  Mickley..  "  IS,  1864 

Roas  Hausman "  10,1857 

Boas  Hausman "  19,  I860.' 

George  W.  Hertzel,  "  4, 1863 

J.  E.  Zimmerman...  "  8,  1866 

Augustus  L.  Ruhe..  "  20,  1869 

Joseph  Huflter "  7,1872 

F.  J.  Newhard Dec.  16,  1875 

.lohn  P.  Goundie....  "  14, 1878 


Commissioned. 

John  Erdman Dec.  5,1849 

Jacob  Mayers Noy.  8,1862 

Joshua  Stohler Jan.  19, 1866 

Owen  Saeger Nov.  7, 1856 

Owen  W.  Faust "  9,  1857 

Edwin  G.  Martin....    "  9,1860 

Bphraim  Yohe -Ian.  5,  1864 

James  H.  Bush Nov.  9,  1866 

JaraesH.  Bush "  11,1869 

William  H.  Komig..Dec.  23,  1871 

Americns  V  .Mosser.Oct.  23, 1872 

John  Osman Dec.  15,  1876 

Israel  H.  Troxall....    "  20,  1878 

Thomas  F.  Morton..    "  27.1881 


TREASURERS. 


Commissioned. 

John  Fogel 1813 

Charles  L.  Hutter Nov.  21, 1815 

Henry  Weaver Oct.   16,1818 

Henry  Weaver Sept.—,  1821 

Jacob  C.  Newhard,  Jr.Dec.  27, 1821 

Charles  Saeger Jan.    1,  1827 

Charies  Saeger "       1,1828 

Charies  Saeger "       1,  1829 

Abraham  Gangwere..  "  1, 1830 
Michael  D.  Eberhard.Deo.  31, 1832 
Michael  D.  Bberhard.Jan.    1, 1833 

JohnJ.  Krause "       2,1835 

John  J.  Krause "       4, 1836 

JohnJ.  Krause "       4,1837 

George  Haberacker...  "  2, 1838 
George  Haberacker...  "  7, 1839 
George  Haberacker...    "       2, 1840 

George  Rhoade "     —,1841 

Jacob  D.  Boas "       3,1842 

William  H.  Blumer...Dec.     8, 1843 


Commissioned. 
Tilghman  H.  Martin.Jan.  — ,  1846 

Joshua  House '*     — ,  1847 

Charles  H.  Martin Deo.     6, 1849 

EphraimYohe "       2,1861 

Aaron  Troxall Jan.  — ,  1854 

Elected. 

Jacob  Fisher Oct.     9,  1866 

Thomas  Steckel "     13,  1867 

William  Reimer "     11,1869 

Reuben  Engleman....    "       8,1861 

David  Schaadt "     13,1863 

J.  Franklin  Reschard  *'     — ,  1865 

Simon  Moyer "      — ,  1867 

Daniel  Bitner "     — ,  1869 

Peter  Heller "     —,1871 

Peter  Hendricks "     —,1873 

Charles  Keek "     —,1876 

John  J.  Trexler Noy. —,  1878 

George  Kuhl "      —,1881 
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HISTORY   OP   LEHIGH  COUNTY,  PENNSYLVANIA. 


SURVEYORS. 


CommisBioned. 
Geo.  S.  Bisenhurt  ...March  28, 1814 
Geo.  S.  Biseuhart ...  "  12, 1818 
Geo.  S.  Bisenliart  ...Dec.  U,  1824 
Geo.  S.  Kiseiiliart...Jan.  —,1827 
And'wK  Wittmau.Aug.       6,1836 

John  Sheror May     23,1839 

Joiiue  Haas Jan.      — ,1842 

Willouitlihy  Fogel..    "        — ,  1846 
Willoughby  Fogel..    "        — ,  1848 


CommiBsioDed. 

John  D.  Lawall 1SS3 

Elected. 

Solomon  Fogel October,      1856 

Solomon  Fogel "  1869 

Solomon  Fogel "  1862 

Jesse  SamnelB "  1868 

TobiaB  Kessler November,  1874 

TobiaB  KeBBler.".....  "  1878 

Francis  Weiss "         1881 


COMMISSIONERS. 


Wm.  F.  Fen8tBrmaoher...Oct.,  1812 

Abraham  Greisheimer....  "  1812 

John  Yeakel "  1812 

Philip  Kleckner "  1813 

Jacob  Newhard "  1814 

Jacob  Schaffer "  1816 

JohnYeakel "  1816 

John  Billig "  1817 

John  Spangenberg "  1818 

Jacob  Wannemacher "  1819 

Abraham  Schaffer "  1820 

Solomon  Gangwere "  1821 

Peter  Marx "  18i!2 

Conrad  Knerr "  1823 

JohnBogert "  1824 

John  Riliker "  1826 

John  Greenewalt "  1826 

Joshua  Frey,  Sr "  1827 

Henry  Lares "  1828 

JacobWard "  1829 

Caspar  Peter "  1830 

JacobSchwent "  1831 

William  Eckert "  1832 

J.  Schmidt "  1833 

Solomon  Greisheimer "  1834 

Martin  Ritter "  1836 

John  Sherer "  1836 

Jacob  Derr "  1837 

Henry  Leh "  1838 

Philip  Pierson "  1839 

Timothy  Weiss "  184U 

John  Yost "  1841 

Daniel  Stabler "  1842 

Peter  Romig "  1843 

OharlesFoster "  1844 

Samuel  Camp "  1846 

Peter  Romig "  1846 

John  Liclitenwallner "  1847 


Elected. 


Benjamin  Breinig Oct., 

Samuel  Knauss " 

Peter  Engleman " 

Daniel  Hausman " 

Joseph  Miller " 

JohnWeber " 

Samuel  Sieger " 

John  Erdman " 

Gideon  Marks " 

Levi  Doenblazer..,. " 

John  Peter " 

Paul  Balliet " 

George  Newmeyer " 

Daniel  Bitner " 

Willoughby  Gable " 

Joseph  Newhard , " 

ReuUenDanner " 

Jonas  Hullenbach " 

Daniel  Fouht " 

Tboma.s  Jacoby " 

Henry  B.  Pierson " 

Stephen  Keru " 

John  Strauss " 

Hiram  Balliet " 

Jacob   A.  Leiby " 

Jesse  SolUday " 

Daniel  Lauer Nov., 

AlexanderSiugmaster...  " 

Alexander  McKee *' 

Daniel  Lauer *' 

AlexanderSiugmaster...  *' 

Thomas  Casey " 

David  L.  Earner '' 

Jonathan  Barrall " 

George  K.  Carl " 

William  F.  Schmoyer....  " 

John  Hottenstein " 


1848 
1849 
1850 
1861 
1862 
1853 
1864 
1856 
1856 
1857 
1868 
1869 
1860 
1861 
1862 
1863 
1864 
1865 
1866 
1867 
1868 
1869 
1870 
1871 
1872 
1873 
1874 
1874 
1876 
1876 
1875 
1878 
1878 
1878 
1881 
1881 
1881 


CLERKS  OF  COUNTY  COMMISSIONERS. 


George  Rhoads 1813-18 

John  Knecht 1818-27 

George  Bboads 1827-32 

James  Hall 1832-36 

JoBiah  Rhoads 1836 

Abraham  Ziegeufuss,  Jan- 
uary, 1836,  to  November        1846 


George  S.  Eisenbart Oct.,  1813 

John  Spangenberg "  1813 

John  Weiss "  1813 

Henry  Weber "  1815 

George  S.  Eisenbart *'  1816 

J.  Gieger "  1817 

John  Stein "  1818 

John  Wilson "  1819 

Samuel  Meyer "  182" 

James  Hall "  1821 

George  Breinig "  1822 

Jacob  Dilliniter "  1823 

Andreas  SchifFerstein "  1824 

John  Marx "  1826 

H.  W.  Kneiss "  1826 

Peter  Kneppin "  1827 

Benjamin  Fogel "  1829 

Henry  W.  KneiSB "  1830 

Jacob  0.  Kistler "  1831 

Henry  Guth,Jr "  1832 

Joseph  Frey,  Jr "  1833 

Daniel  Fried "  1834 

JacobMoser "  1836 

Charles  C.  Buroch "  1836 

David  Folweiler "  1837 

John  Ritter "  1838 

George  Miller "  1839 

Benjamin  Breinig "  1840 

John  D.  Lawall "  1841 

Nathan  Miller "  1842 

Charles  Ritter "  1843 

Nathan  German "  1844 

Herman  Rupp "  1845 

Paul  Balliet "  1846 

Charles  L.  Newhard "  1847 


Jesse      Line,     November, 

1846,  to 1853 

Edward  Beck 1863-56 

Godfrey  Peters 1866-67 

Lewis  M.  Engleman 1867-79 

Victor  D.  Barnes 1879-82 

Henry  C.Wagner 1882. 


Elected. 
John  H.  Clifton Oct.,  1848 


George  Blank.. 

Jonas  Haas 

Hiram  Schwartz 

Franklin  J.  Ritter 

Eli  J.  Saeirer 

Samuel  J.  Kistler 

Johu  R.  Schall 

Daniel  H.  Creilz 

Robert  Yost 

W.J.  HoBworth 

Charles  Foster 

Joel  Stetler 

Owen  Schoat 

Geoi'ge  Blank 

Daniel  Clader 

Abraham  ZiegenfusB.... 

George  Blank 

Jacob  Licbty 

Daniel  Miller 

W.  J.  HoBworth 

Franklin  J. Newhard.... 

Wilson  P.  Reidy 

Solomon  F.  Rupp., 

J.  Winslow  Wood 

Franklin  Harwich 

Franklin  D.  Acker 

Alviii  F.  Diefenderfer.. 

Frank  J.Peter 

George  N.  Kramer 

Jacob  S.  Reniiinger 

Aetor  S.  Saeger 

Morris  Schmidt 

Henry  C.  Kelchner 

Alexander  J,  Zclluor.... 


Nov, 


1849 
1860 
1861 
1862 
1863 
18,54 
1856 
1866 
1857 
1858 
1869 
1860 
1861 
1802 
1863 
1861 
1865 
1866 
1867 
1808 
1869 
1870 
1S71 
1872 
1873 
,1874 
1874 
1874 
1878 
1878 
1878 
1881 
1881 
1881 


DISTRICT  ATTORNEYS. 


Elected. 

B.  E.  Wright.l Nov.  1846 

0.  M.  Runk Aug.  1848 

H.  C.  Longnecker...Oct.  8, 1860 

John  D.  Stiles Oct.  11, 1853 

Wm.  S.  Marx Oct.  18.56 

George  B.  Scholl Oct.  11,  18,59 

Adam  Woolever Oct.  14,  1862 


Elected. 

Edwin  Albright Oct.  1866 

Thomas  B.  Metzgar.Oct.  1868 

Wm.  H.Sowden Oct.  1871 

0.  J.  Erdman Nov.  1874 

M.  0.  Heninger Nov.  1877 

Arthur  G   Dewalt...Nov.  1880 

J.  M.Wright 1883 


JUSTICES   OF   THE   PEACE. 

No  record  has  been  found  of  the  justices  of  the 
peace  of  that  portion  of  Northampton  County  which 
is  now  Lehigh,  prior  to  1784.  The  names  of  those 
appointed  since  are  given  below,  with  the  districts  to 
which  they  were  commissioned  and  the  date  of  com- 
mission : 

Andrew  Bnchman,  District  of  fleidelberg  and  Lowhill,  Aug.  7,  1784. 

Frederick  Limbach,  District  of  Upper  Milford,  Aug.  27, 1784. 

Peter  Rhoads,  District  of  Northampton  and  Salisbury,  1784. 

George  Breinig,  District  of  Macungie  and  Weissenberg,  Jan.  26, 1786. 

Jacob  Horner,  District  of  Heidelberg  and  Lowhill,  Jan.  6, 1787. 

Ludowick  Stabler,  District  of  Upper  Milford,  Nov.  8, 1788. 

Peter  Kohler,  District  of  Whitehall,  Aug.  30,  1791. 

James  Gill,  District  of  Upper  Milford,  Aug.  30, 1791. 

Nicholas  Sieger,  District  of  Whitehall,  April  21,  1794. 

Abraham  Buchman,  Feb.  11,  1794. 

John  Shymer,  District  of  Upper  Milford,  Jan.  23, 1795. 

Henry  Kooken,  District  of  Upper  Saucon,  May  7, 1795. 

Charles  Deshler,  District  of  Salisbury,  Oct.  6, 1797. 

Henry  Jarrett,  District  of  Macungie  and  Weissenberg,  March  7, 1798. 

Leonard  Nagle,  District  of  Salisbury,  March  28,  1798. 

John  Van  Buskirlc,  District  of  Macungie  and  Weissenberg,  Feb.  20, 

1799. 
Conrad  Wetzel,  District  of  Upper  Milford,  May  14,  1799. 
Henry  Haas,  District  of  Heidelberg  and  Lowhill,  Feb.  24,  1801. 
Anthony  Stabler,  District  of  Upper  Milford  and  Upper  Saucon,  April  2, 

1802. 

In  1804  the  county  was  redistricted  and  numbered. 
The  districts  embracing  territory  in  this  county  were 
numbered  Nos.  4,  7,  8,  10,  and  11. 

John  Weiss,  District  No.  11,  Lynn  and  Weissenberg,  Oct.  24, 1807. 
Daniel  Saeger,      "  "  "  "  "  " 

William  Fenstermacher,  District  No.  10,  Heidelberg  and  Lowhill,  March 

29, 1808. 
John  Shuler,  District  No.  8,  Macungie  and  Upper  Milford,  March  29, 

1808. 
Anthony  Stehler,  District  No.  8,  Macungie  and  Upper  Milford,  March 

29, 1808. 
Jeremiah  Trexler,  District  No.  8,  Macungie  and  Upper  Milford,  March 

29,  1808. 
Adam  Daniel,  District  No.  4,  Nazareth,  Bethlehem,  and  Hanover,  March 

3, 1809. 
George  Brader,  District  No.  4,  Nazareth,  Bethlehem,  and  Hanover, 

March  16, 1809. 
Jacob  Swelsshaubt,  District  No.  4,  Nazareth,  Bethlehem,  and  Hanover, 

July  16, 1809. 
Jacob  Kline,  District  No.  8,  Macungie  and  Upper  Milford,  Dec.  11, 1810. 
George  Yund,      "        No.  7,  Whitehall  and  Salisbury,  Feb.  6,  1811. 
Matthias  Gross,  "       No.  4,  Nazareth,  Bethlebem,and  Hanover, Oct. 30, 

1811. 

The  justices  of  the  peace  of  the  county  of  Lehigh 
from  its  erection,  in  1812  to  1815,  were  elected  under 
the  districts  as  laid  off  by  the  court  of  Northampton 
County.  In  the  latter  year  new  districts  were  formed 
and  are  given  below  in  their  order  from  that  time 
until  1840.  From  that  time  the  names  of  the  justices 
of  the  peace  will  be  found  in  the  several  townships. 

District  No.  7  was  composed  of  the  townships  of 


1  Appointed  deputy  attorney. 
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Northampton,  Salisbury,  and  Whitehall.  Leonard 
Nagle,  Peter  Gross,  and  Nicholas  Sieger  were  com- 
missioned March  20,  1812;  Charles  Deshler,  March 
27th,  the  same  year;  Jacob  Diehl,  on  the  11th  of 
January,  1813 ;  and  Anthony  Murich,  Feb.  15,  1813. 
Christian  F.  Bietel  was  commissioned  justice  Sept.  2, 
1812,  "  for  the  district  that  includes  Hanover."  Con- 
rad German  was  commissioned  justice  for  the  town- 
ships of  Heidelberg  and  Lowhill,  which  were  for- 
merly described  as  District  No.  10  in  Northampton 
County;  John  Fogle  as  justice  for  District  No.  8, 
which  embraced  the  townships  of  Macungie  and 
Upper  Milford,  March  12, 1812  ;  and  Lorentz  Stabler 
for  the  same  district  Feb.  15,  1813  ;  Peter  Haas,  Jr., 
as  justice  for  District  No.  11,  embracing  the  townships 
of  Lynn  and  Weissenberg,  Jan.  28, 181-1 ;  and  Henry 
Haas  for  the  district  "  recently  described"  as  District 
No.  10,  containing  the  townships  of  Macungie  and 
Lowhill. 


District  No.  1,  composed  of  the  townships  of  Hanover, 
Salisbury, 


Northampton,  and 


Commissioned,  i 

Jacob  Colver Sept.  2,1821 

Jacob  Albright April  1, 1822 

George  Keeli Dec.  12, 1823 

John  Baler Dec.  12,182a 

George  Marx Dec.  21,  1824 

John  Knauss Jan.  19, 1825 


CommisBioned. 

John  T.  Krause April  19, 1826 

CharlesS.Burk Oct.  28,1828 

Jacob  Newhard Feb.  1, 1831 

Jacob  Stein Nov.  13,1832 

Jacob  Hart Jan.  24, 1835 

George  Rhoada Dec.  9, 1835 


DISTBICT  No.  2,  composed  of  the  townships  of   Upper  Saucon  and  Upper 
MUford. 


Commissioned. 

Daniel  Cooper Dec.      12,  1815 

William  H.  Long....  July       3, 1821 

Peter  Cooper Aug.     13, 1821 

Thomas  Komig July     29,1831 


Commissioned. 

Daniel  Fritz Dec.        9,  1831 

Philip  Pierson May      12, 1834 

Charles  W.Wieand. April      1,1836 
Andrew  K.  Witmer.March    8, 1837 


District  No.  3,  composed  of  the  townships  of  Macungie  and  Weissenberg. 


Commissioned. 

George  Miller. Oct.  28, 1820 

Henrv  Helfrich Dec.   6, 1823 

Jacob  Romig Dec.    6, 1823 

Samuel  Marx Dec.  26,  1823 

George  Christman Jan.  12, 1827 

Geo.  Sam'l  Eisenhard.Jan.  12,  1827 


Commissioned. 

Jonas  Seiberling June  16, 1836 

Lewis  Larrash Nov,   25,  1837 

John  Isaac  Breinig...0ot.  W,  1838 
Willoughby  Togel....Jan.  29,1839 
David  Schell March  2,1839 


District    No.   4,  composed  of   the  townships  of   Lynn,  Heidelberg,  and 
Lowhill. 


Commissioned. 

Henry  Long May    16,1818 

Andrew  Shifferstein.Nov.     3,  1820 

Peter  Haas Aug.  13,1821 

John  Weida April  25,  1822 

John  Sieger. Dec.    12, 1823 


Commissioned. 
Jacob  Zimmerman  ...Jan.  .6,1832 
W.  Fenstermacher...May   21, 1834 

Peter  Schneider Dec.     1,1835 

George  Bex June  16, 1836 


District  No.  5,  composed  of  the  townships  of  North  Whitehall  and  South 
Whitehall. 


Commissioned. 

John  Sieger Feb.     5, 1816 

George  Schener Nov.  27, 1820 

Anthony  Murich Dec.   13, 1820 

Jonas  Hicker.... Dec.    12, 1823 

Abraham  Troxall July   16, 1826 

Daniel  Saeger Aug.    28,1826 

John  Nagle April  26, 1827 


Commissioned. 

Thomas  Click Sept.  24, 1829 

Henry  Bnrkholte July     9, 1830 

George  Frederick May    21, 1834 

Solomon  Grobel June    6,1836 

Joseph  Kobler March  7, 1838 

George  S.  Hander Feb.    25,  1839 


COUNTY   SCHOOL   SUPERINTENDENTS. 
Charles  W,  Cooper,  elected  June  5, 1854 ;  resigned  September,  1855. 
Tilghman  Good,  appointed  October,  1855. 
Hiram  H.  Schwartz,  elected  May  4, 1857. 
Tilghman  Good,  elected  May  7, 1860;  resigned  May  22, 1862. 
Jacob  Ross,  appointed  July  26, 1862. 
E.  J.  Young,  elected  May  24, 1863  ;  re-elected  May  1,  1866 ;  re-elected 

May  4, 1869. 
J.  0.  Knauss,  elected  May  7, 1872,  aud  has  continued  in  office  to  the 

present  time. 


CHAPTER    IX. 

THE  BENCH  AND  BAR  OP  LEHIGH  COUNTY. 

President  and  Associate  Judges— Biographical  Sketches  of  Attorneys- 
Dates  of  Admission. 

Whef  the  territory  now  constituting  Lehigh  County 
came  under  the  jurisdiction  of  Northampton,  on  its 
erection  in  1752,  the  justices  of  the  peace  were  the 
justices  of  the  Courts  of  Common  Pleas,  Oyer  and 
Terminer,  Quarter  Sessions,  and  the  Orphans'  Court. 
Lewis  Klotz,  of  Macungie  township,  was  one  of  the 
justices  of  the  court  in  that  year.  In  1753,  Peter 
Troxell  was  elected  justice  of  the  section  known  as 
Egypta,  which  later  in  the  year  was  erected  as  White- 
hall township.    He  also  became  a  justice  of  the  courts. 

In  the  year  1763  a  change  was  effected,  by  which 
the  judges  of  the  courts  were  commissioned  from  the 
justices  of  the  peace.  The  earliest  thus  commissioned 
of  whom  any  record  exists  was  Henry  Kooken,  who 
was  given  the  office  in  1776.  Then  in  successive  years 
the  appointees  were  as  follows : 

Frederick  Limbach,  justice  of  Upper  Milford,  1777. 
Jacob  Horner,  justice  of  Heidelberg  aijd  Lowhill, 
1777.  Peter  Kohler,  justice  of  Whitehall,  1779.  Peter 
Rhoads,  justice  of  Northampton  Town,  1784.  Fred- 
erick Limbachjjustice  of  Upper  Milford,  1784.  George 
Breinig,  justice  of  Macungie  and  Weissenberg,  1786. 
Jacob  Horner,  justice  of  Heidelberg  and  Lowhill, 
1787.    Ludwig  Stabler,  justice  of  Upper  Milford,  1788. 

The  Constitution  of  1790  abolished  the  system  of 
justices,  and  "  a  judge  learned  in  the  law"  was  ap- 
pointed as  president  judge  with  associates. 

The  first  president  judge  of  these  courts  was  Robert 
Porter,  who  had  been  elected  to  that  office  in  the  Third 
District  (of  which  Lehigh  became  a  part)  in  1809. 
He  was  a  native  of  Montgomery  County,  and  the 
eldest  son  of  Gen.  Andrew  Porter.  Holding  the  first 
term  of  court  in  Lehigh  County,  Dec.  21, 1812,  he  con- 
tinued to  preside  over  the  court  until  1831,  when  he 
was  succeeded  by  the  Hon.  Garrick  Mallory,  who  held 
his  first  term  of  court  in  May,  1831,  and  served  until 
1836.  The  Hon.  John  Banks  b,ecame  his  successor, 
and  held  his  first  term  in  May  of  that  year.  He  re- 
mained in  office  until  1847,  when  the  Hon.  J.  Pringle 
Jones  was  commissioned,  who  presided  over  the  courts 
until  1851.  In  October  of  that  year,  at  the  first  gen- 
eral election  for  judges  in  the  State,  the  Hon.  Wash- 
ington McCartney  was  elected  as  president  judge  of 
the  Third  District,  and  held  his  first  term  in  February, 
1852.  He  continued  in  this  position  till  his  death, 
July  15,  1856.  He  was  succeeded  by  his  brother-in- 
law,  the  Hon.  Henry  D.  Maxwell,  who  was  appointed 
by  Governor  Pollock  in  July,  1856,  and  reappointed 
in  December,  1856,  and  continued  to  discharge  the 
duties  of  the  office  until  Dec.  1,  1857. 

The  Hon.  John  K.  Findlay  was  his  successor,  and 
held  office  until  January,  1862.  The  Hon.  John  W. 
Maynard  was  elected  president  judge  in  October,  1862, 
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and  held  his  first  term  in  January,  1868,  and  his  last 
September,  1867.  The  Hon.  J.  Pringle  Jones  again 
came  to  the  bench  in  January,  1868,  and  served  one 
year.  The  Hon.  A.  B.  Longaker  was  elected  as  presi- 
dent judge  in  October,  1868,  and  took  his  seat  in  .Jan- 
uary, 1869.  He  held  the  position  till  July,  1878,  when 
he  resigned,  and  the  Hon.  Edward  Harvey  was  ap- 
pointed to  fill  the  vacancy.  In  October,  1878,  the 
Hon.  Edwin  Albright  was  elected  president  judge  of 
Lehigh  County,  then  constituting  the  Thirty-first  Dis- 
trict, took  his  seat  in  January,  1879,  and  still  con- 
tinues to  discharge  the  duties  of  the  office. 

The  first  court  formed  in  Northampton  County, 
under  the  Constitution  of  1790,  embraced  as  associate 
justices  Peter  Ehoads  and  John  Mulhollen,  who  were 
commissioned  Aug.  17,  1791.  Peter  Rhoads  was 
again  appointed  in  1806  and  1809,  and  upon  the  or- 
ganization of  Lehigh  County  he  and  Jonas  Hartzell 
were  appointed  as  associate  justices  of  the  newly- 
created  court,  and  served  until  1815.  Since  that  time 
the  following  persons  have  served  in  that  capacity : 


CommiBsioned. 

John  Fogel Sept.       9,1815 

Jacob  Stein Nov.     11, 1823 

John  F.  Huh 6 "         8,1838 

Joseph  Saegor Jan.      14,  1839 

Peter  Haas March  26, 1840 

"     "        3,1843 

Jacob  Dillinger "      14, 1S43 

Peter  Haas Feb.      28,  1848 

John  F.  Rnhe March  29,  1849 

Peter  Haas Not.     10,1861 

Jacob  DiUinger '■         10, 1861 

Charles  Keck Aug.      7,1855 

"     Nov.     19,1856 


Commissioned. 

Willoughby  Fogel Not.  12, 1856 

Joshua  Stabler "    12,1856 

"  "      "     23,1861 

Willoughby  Fogel "    23,1861 

James  Frey '*      9,1866 

Jacob  Erdman "      9,1866 

Beiibcn  Guth "      9,1866 

"  "     "     26,1867 

Samuel  J.  Kistler July  30, 1868 

DaTid  Laury Nov.    6,1868 

James  Frey "     17,1871 

David  Laury "      0,1873 


The  Constitution  of  1874  abolished  the  office  of  as- 
sociate justice  in  certain  districts,  of  which  Lehigh 
County  was  one. 

The  first  business  in  the  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions 
of  Lehigh  County  at  its  first  term  (December,  1812) 
was  the  admission  of  attorneys  applying  for  the  priv- 
ilege of  practicing  in  the  several  courts  of  the  county. 
The  following  were  duly  admitted,  viz. :  George  Wolf, 
Henry  Wilson,  John  Boss,  William  Mcllhinny,  Fran- 
cis B.  Shaw,  Frederick  Smith,  Charles  Evans,  John 
Ewing,  Frederick  J.  Heller,  William  Spering,  and 
Samuel  Sitgreaves.  Of  these,  only  three,  Henry  Wil- 
son, John  Ewing,  and  Frederick  J.  Heller,  were  resi- 
dents of  Lehigh  County. 

Of  the  foregoing,  Henry  Wilson  was  a  native  of 
Harrisburg,  and  studied  law  in  that  place.  He  was  a 
man  of  ability  and  character,  and  rose  rapidly  in  the 
estimation  of  the  people. 

Frederick  J.  Heller  had  beoii  admitted  to  the  bar 
of  Northampton  County  in  1797,  and  had  been  quite 
an  active  practitioner,  but  notwithstanding  that  fact 
little  is  now  remembered  of  him. 

John  Ewing  was  another  of  the  pioneer  lawyers  of 
Lehigh  who  has  passed  out  of  recollection.  He  lived 
for  a  number  of  years  in  the  house  on  Hamilton 
Street  now  owned  by  E.  J.  Hart. 

John  Evans  had  been  admitted  to  practice  in  North- 
ampton County  in  1803.  He  did  a  large  amount  of 
professional  work  in  the  Lehigh  courts,  and  was  re- 


garded as  one  of  the  best  lawyers  who  visited  Allen- 
town  in  the  olden  time.     His  family  is  now  scattered. 
Henry  King  was  for  many  years  succeeding  1815 
the  leader  of  the  Lehigh  bar,  and  enjoyed  the  most 
enviable  reputation  throughout  Eastern  Pennsylvania. 
He  was  born  in  the  town  of  Palmer,  Hampden  Co., 
Ma?s.,  on  the  6th  of  July,  1790,  and  received  the  rudi- 
ments of  his  education  in  that  region.     When  about 
fifteen  years  of  age  he  became  one  of  the  few  se- 
lect pupils  of  the  Eev.  Ezra  Witter,  who  resided  in 
the  town  of  Wilbraham,  Hampden  Co.     Under  this 
teacher  he  finished  his  general  education.     In  1810  he 
commenced  the  study  of  law  with  an  eminent  attorney 
of  New  London,  Conn.,  W.  H.  Brainerd,  Esq.,  with 
whom  he  remained  until  the  fall  of  1812,  when  his 
studies  were  interrupted  through  the  disturbed  con- 
dition of  the  region,  consequent  upon  the  war  with 
Great  Britain.      He  removed   then   to   Wilkesbarre, 
Pa.,  where  he  completed  his  preparation  for  the  bar 
in  the  office  of  the  Hon.  Garrick  Mallory  and  was  ad- 
mitted to  practice  in  April,  1815.     It  was  very  shortly 
after  this  that  he  removed  to  AUentown,  where  he 
was  for  some  time  the  only  resident  lawyer,  but  was 
brought  into  contact  with  the  eminent  practitioners  of 
neighboring  towns,  as  Sitgreaves,  Ross,  Wolfe,  Evans, 
Smith,  and  John  M.  Porter.     In  1825  he  was  elected 
to  the  Senate  of  Pennsylvania  for  a  term  of  four  years, 
upon  the  expiration  of  which  he  was  again  elected. 
Before  his  second  term  expired,  in  1830,  he  was  chosen 
as  a  representative  to  Congress,   which   position  he 
filled  for  four  years.     During  his  career  in  the  Legis- 
lature he  was  most  of  the  time  at  the  head  of  several 
of  the  most  important  committees.     He  was  chairman 
of  the  committee  to  remodel  the  penitentiary  system 
of  the  State,  and  drew  the  bill  which  divided  the 
State  into  districts  and  established  the  Western  Peni- 
tentiary.     The   next    measure   with   which   he   was 
identified  was  the  well-known  act  of  1829  to  reform 
the  general  code,  in  the  preparation  of  which  he  was 
assisted  by  the  "  Prison  Discipline  Society-'  of  Phila- 
delphia, whose  favorite  project  it  was.     Joel  B.  Suther- 
land, T.  J.  Wharton,  and  Judge  King,  of  Philadel- 
phia,   had   been    appointed    commissioners   to  visit 
several  of  the  States,  and  report  to  the  Legislature  from 
the  knowledge  thus  gained  a  system  for  the  govern- 
ment of  the  penitentiaries.     After  a  full  examination 
they  reported  in  favor  of  the  system  then  in  vogue  in 
New  York.     This  was   strenuously  opposed  by  the 
"  Prison  Discipline  Society,"  who  found  in  Mr.  King 
an  able  and  effective  advocate  in  the  State  Senate. 
After  a  long  and  severe  struggle  the  plan  now  in  force 
in  Pennsylvania  was  adopted.     Mr.  King  also  drafted 
the  bills  under  which  the  Arch  and  Walnut  Street 
prisons  in   Philadelphia  were  removed,  and  Moya- 
mensing  prison  erected  in  their  stead.     So  closely  had 
he  been  connected  with  these  reforms,  and  so  active  had 
he  been  in  advancing  them,  that  he  gained  much  fame, 
and  when  the  commissioners  appointed  by  the  king 
of  Prussia  to  visit  this  country  and  report  upon  the 
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different  systems  of  penal  correction  came  here,  they 
sought  him  out  in  his  quiot  home  at  Allentown,  that 
they  might  confer  with  him.  During  four  years  of 
the  time  Mr.  King  was  in  the  Legislature  he  was  also 
chairman  of  the  Judiciary  Committee.  Several  impor- 
tant laws  still  in  force  on  the  statute-books  of  the 
State  owe  their  origin  to  Mr.  King,  among  them  that 
for  ■'  recording  releases  for  payment  of  legacies,"  for 
"preserving  the  lien  of  first  mortgages,"  for  "dis- 
tributing the  proceeds  of  sheriffs'  sales."  Many  other 
laws  prepared  by  him  were  included  in  the  revised 
code  of  Pennsylvania.  In  Congress,  Mr.  King  was  an 
active  tariff  man  and  voted  for  the  tariff  of  1832,  and 
opposed  every  reduction  since.  Differing  in  this  and 
some  other  matters  from  the  administration  party 
under  Jackson,  he,  at  the  close  of  his  second  term, 
retired  to  private  life.     He  died  a  few  years  ago. 

Charles  Davis,  who  came  to  Allentown  only  a  little 
later  than  Henry  King,  was  a  man  of  almost  equal 
prominence  professionally,  while  as  a  citizen  he  had 
few  superiors  in  disinterested  usefulness.  Mr.  Davis 
was  born  in  Easton,  Dec.  25,  1795,  and  pursued  his 
preliminary  legal  studies  in  the  office  of  Hon.  Samuel 
Sitgreaves,  being  admitted  to  the  bar  on  Jan.  6,  1817. 
In  the  same  year  he  removed  to  Allentown.  Here  he 
resided  until  1839,  following  uninterruptedly  his  pro- 
fession, which  developed  a  very  extensive  practice. 
Mr.  Davis  removed  to  Reading  in  1839,  and  from 
there  to  Easton,  his  native  place,  in  1867.  From  this 
time  until  his  death,  which  occurred  quite  suddenly 
on  Jan.  19,  1873,  he  led  a  semi-retired  life,  but  was 
in  the  full  enjoyment  of  his  faculties,  and  was  fre- 
quently consulted  by  other  members  of  the  North- 
ampton bar.  In  speaking  of  Mr.  Davis,  Judge  Max- 
well said,  "  It  was  worthy  of  remark  that  no  attorney 
had  ever  been  more  diligent  in  the  practice  of  his 
profession,  nor  more  faithful  to  his  clients  or  more 
interested  and  devoted  to  their  interest ;  that,  when 
his  clients  had  committed  to  Mr.  Davis  their  causes 
and  business,  he  devoted  to  their  prosecution  and 
maintenance  all  the  powers  of  his  vigorous  mind  ; 
that  Mr.  Davis  had  not  only  been  an  able,  successful, 
and  honorable  lawyer,  but  had  in  other  ways  also 
proven  himself  a  valuable  and  useful  citizen  ;  that  he 
had  always  been  a  consistent,  devoted  Christian,  and 
had,  by  his  walk  and  conversation,  honored  his  re- 
ligious profession."  M.  H.  Jones,  Esq.,  in  seconding 
the  resolutions  offered  by  Judge  Maxwell,  said,  "  That 
he  could  indorse  unto  approval  every  word  that  had 
been  said  in  eulogy  of  Mr.  Davis  by  Judge  Maxwell, 
and  that,  in  seconding  the  resolutions,  he  desired  to 
bear  testimony  to  Mr.  Davis'  worth  and  ability  as  a 
lawyer,  and  as  a  good  and  upright  citizen ;  that  he 
had  been  a  man  of  undoubted  talent  and  of  great 
legal  experience,  and  had  remained  in  full  practice 
until,  from  increasing  years  and  declining  health,  he 
had  been  longer  unable  to  attend  to  its  demands ;  that 
his  opinions  on  legal  questions  were  highly  valued  by 
his  fellow-members  of  the  bar,  and  exhibited  remark- 


able clearness  of  mind, — this  facile  grasp  of  legal  ques- 
tions he  had  retained  up  to  the  time  of  his  death.'' 
The  resolutions  referred  to  were  as  follows  : 

"Whereas,  Information  has  been  received  of  the  death  of  Charles 
Davis,  Esq  ,  the  senior  member  of  the  Bar,  who  was  admitted  as  an  at- 
torney of  tliis  Court  on  tlie  sixth  day  of  January,  1817,  practiced  at  this 
Bar  for  several  years,  afterwards  removed  to  Allentown,  in  the  County  of 
Lehigh,  and  subsequently  to  Reading,  in  Berks  County,  in  which  last- 
named  counties  he  had  a  large  and  successful  practice  for  many  years, 
and  a  few  years  ago  returned  to  this  his  native  county,  where  he  resided 
at  the  tinie  of  his  decease. 

*' Resolvedy  Th-At  this  Bar  bear  testimony  to  the  high  character  and 
great  worth  and  accurate  legal  knowledge  of  the  lamented  deceased. 
He  was  ever  devoted  to  the  interests  of  his  clients  ;  earnest  and  assiduous 
in  the  faithful  discharge  of  his  duties  to  men  and  the  Court,  and  died  at 
an  advanced  age,  in  full  Christian  hope. 

"  Besolvedf  That  the  members  of  the  Bar  will  attend  the  funeral  of 
the  deceased  in  a  body,  and  wear  the  usual  badge  of  mourning,  and  that 
an  invitation  be  extended  to  the  members  of  the  Bar  of  Lehigh  and 
Berks  Counties  to  unite  with  us  in  paying  this  last  mark  of  respect  to 
the  memory  of  the  deceased. 

*'  Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  be  transmitted  to  the 
widow  of  the  deceased,  and  to  the  Bars  of  Lehigh  and  Berks  Counties, 
and  published  in  the  newspapers  of  this  county." 

Mr.  Davis  left  a  widow  and  one  son,  the  Hon.  J. 
Depuy  Davis,  who  was  State  senator  from  Berks 
County. 

Samuel  Runk  was  born  in  Hunterdon  County,  N.  J., 
Sept.  5,  1783.  He  received  his  early  education  at 
home  and  in  its  vicinity,  including  a  knowledge  of 
the  classics  and  of  the  higher  mathematics,  with  both 
of  which  he  maintained  a  close  familiarity  to  his  end. 
Having  passed  over  his  general  studies,  he  took  up 
civil  engineering  as  a  specialty,  and  after  several 
years  spent  in  its  theory  and  practice,  made  a  trip, 
on  foot,  through  Pennsylvania,  and  from  Pittsburgh  on 
a  flat-boat,  down  the  Ohio,  in  search  of  a  future  home. 
The  diary  of  this  journey  contains  numerous  items  of 
local  interest,  and  some  thrilling  incidents  in  flat-boat 
navigation  at  that  early  day. 

Not  finding  the  West  to  suit  him,  he  returned  to 
Pennsylvania,  and  entered  the  law-office  of  Frederick 
Smith,  at  Reading,  as  a  student,  and  in  due  time  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  at  that  place,  April  17, 1818.  Soon 
after  he  came  to  Allentown,  and  was  admitted  to  the 
bar  of  Lehigh  County,  May  4,  1819,  and  thereafter 
continued  to  reside  here. 

When  he  came  to  this  county,  this  region  was  in- 
tensely German.  He  took  a  leading  and  active  part 
in  effecting  a  change.  At  a  time  when  Sunday-schools 
were  an  offense  to  a  large  portion  of  the  community, 
he  was  instrumental  in  organizing,  and  became  the 
first  president,  of  the  first  "  Lehigh  Valley  Sunday-  j 
School  Association"  established  in  this  valley.  The 
first  meeting  to  organize  an  English  congregation  in 
Allentown  was  held  at  his  office,  and  largely  through 
his  efforts  became  successful.  He  became  its  treasurer 
for  a  number  of  years. 

After  the  public  school  system  was  adopted,  he  was 
engaged  from  year  to  year,  by  the  directors,  to  make 
the  examinations  of  applicants  for  teaching ;  through 
these  examinations  many  of  the  inexperts  were  dropped 
by  the  way. 
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He  was  never  an  aspirant  for  office,  and  never  held 
office,  except  of  a  purely  local  character.  He  was 
burgess. 

As  a  lawyer,  he  was  thoroughly  read  in  the  standard 
works  of  his  profession.  Having  come  to  the  bar 
when  a  small  number  only  of  our  State  reports  had 
been  published,  he  grew  up  with  them,  and  had  read 
them  all,  a  labor  rarely  achieved  by  those  now  com- 
ing in.  As  a  counselor,  he  ranked  with  the  most 
reliable  at  the  bar  during  his  period.  None  surpassed 
him  in  integrity. 

As  an  advocate,  he  was  not  a  dealer  in  sonorous 
rhetoric,  but  sought  to  acquire  as  complete  a  knowl- 
edge as  practicable  of  the  material  facts  of  his  cases, 
and  to  present  them,  with  the  law,  as  concisely  as 
consistent  with  clearness  and  accuracy,  and  to  rely 
upon  the  intelligence  and  the  integrity,  of  the  court 
and  jury,  to  secure  that  justice  which  belonged  to 
them. 

He  died  May  21,  1848,  after  an  illness  of  a  few 
days,  the  result  of  a  cold  contracted  at  the  preceding 
term  of  court.  He  was  a  good  citizen  and  an  upright 
lawyer.  His  remains  repose  in  the  dilapidated  and 
neglected  grounds  of  the  congregation  which  his  early 
effijrts  brought  into  existence. 

Henry  Jarrett,  who  began  practice  here  in  1824, 
was  the  son  of  Isaac  Jarrett,  and  was  born  in  Macun- 
gie  township,  June  22,  1772.  In  1798  he  was  elected 
justice  of  the  peace  for  Macungie  and  Weissenberg 
townships.  He  was  married  to  Elizabeth  Heintz,  of 
Macungie,  in  1800.  He  was  sheriff  of  Northampton 
County  in  1812,  when  Lehigh  was  set  off,  and  a  few 
years  later  studied  law  with  a  Mr.  Cook  and  a  Mr. 
Kaulbock,  and  was  admitted  to  practice  as  an  attor- 
ney of  Lehigh  County  Nov.  29,  1824.  He  resided 
during  his  early  married  life  at  Millerstown  and 
Freemansburg,  but  after  his  admission  to  the  bar  re- 
moved to  Allentown,  and  lived  on  Water  Street,  on 
the  property  now  owned  by  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Mar- 
garet Header.  In  1829,  Mr.  Jarrett  became  clerk  of 
the  courts  of  Lehigh  County.  He  died  Nov.  4,  1830, 
at  the  age  of  fifty-eight  years.  His  son  Phaon  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  of  Lehigh  County  in  September, 
1835.  He  graduated  at  West  Point,  and  became  a 
civil  engineer.  The  only  descendants  of  Henry  Jar- 
rett now  living  are  Mrs.  Angelina  J.  Troxell  and  Mrs. 
Margaret  Reader,  of  Allentown,  the  latter  at  this 
writing  being  eighty-two  years  of  age. 

John  S.  Gibbons  was  a  prominent  attorney  of  about 
the  same  period  as  Mr.  Jarrett.  He  was  a  native  of 
New  York  State,  born  at  Poughkeepsle,  July  11, 1802. 
He  removed  to  Philadelphia  before  reaching  his  ma- 
jority, and  studied  for  his  chosen  profession  with  two 
prominent  attorneys  of  that  city.  In  1824  he  came 
to  Allentown,  and  was  immediately  admitted  to  prac- 
tice. He  followed  the  profession  until  his  death, 
March  12,  1851,  with  great  success.  During  the 
greater  part  of  that  period  his  office  was  at  581 
Hamilton  Street.     He  was  a  man  of  more  than  or- 


dinary ability  and  of  high  character.  From  an  obit- 
uary notice  published  in  one  of  the  local  journals  we 
quote :  "  Clear,  calm,  courteous,  prudent,  and  prompt, 
he  was  at  all  times  a  most  able  advocate,  a  most  for- 
midable opponent,  and  when  roused  by  a  case,  or  an 
opposition  that  was  worthy  of  his  best  efforts,  he  was 
an  eloquent  and  powerful  orator.  A  strict  observer 
of  professional  honor  and  courtesy  himself,  he  frowned 
indignantly  on  the  petty  artifices  and  low  chicanery 
that  with  some  men  pass  for  professional  skill,  and 
held  in  utter  sovereign  contempt  both  the  acts  and 
the  actors  of  those  degrading  practices." 

The  late  Hon.  Samuel  A.  Bridges,  at  his  death  the 
oldest  member  of  the  Lehigh  bar,  was  born  at  Col- 
chester, Conn.,  Jan.  27,  1802.  He  secured  an  aca- 
demic education  in  his  native  town,  and  graduated  at 
Williamstown  College  in  the  year  1826.  He  later 
studied  law,  and  in  1829  was  admitted  to  practice  in 
his  native  State.  In  1830  he  came  to  Pennsylvania, 
first  locating  at  Easton,  and  thence  going  to  Doyles- 
town.  He,  however,  liked  neither  place,  and  soon 
came  to  Allentown,  and  remained  here  up  to  the  time 
of  his  death, — his  admission  to  the  bar  of  this  county 
occurring  Feb.  1,  1830.  Being  a  good  lawyer  he  soon 
gained  an  extensive  and  lucrative  practice,  as  well  as 
the  good  will  of  our  people.  Under  the  administra- 
tion of  Governor  Porter  he  was  appointed  deputy  at- 
torney-general for  Lehigh  County  in  1837,  and  held 
the  office  for  seven  years.  On  the  22d  day  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1848,  he  was  elected  to  Congress  to  fill  the  un- 
expired term  of  Hon.  John  W.  Hornbeck,  an  old-time 
Whig,  who  died  soon  after  having  taken  his  seat  in 
1847.  During  the  session  for  which  he  was  elected 
the  Mexican  war  ended,  and  the  American  govern- 
ment having  been  successful,  succeeded  in  the  acqui- 
sition of  the  Territory  of  Texas.  Many  very  im- 
portant measures  were  brought  before  Congress,  and 
in  all  of  which  Mr.  Bridges  took  a  prominent  part. 
He  returned  from  Congress  March  4,  1849.  Lehigh 
and  Bucks  were  then  united  as  a  district,  and  Hon. 
Thomas  Eoss,  of  Bucks,  was  elected  in  1848  and  1850, 
and  in  1852,  Lehigh  being  then  entitled  to  the  candi- 
date, Mr.  Bridges  was  again  elected,  serving  two  years, 
from  1853  to  1855.  After  the  expiration  of  his  term 
he  again  vigorously  and  actively  pursued  the  practice 
of  his  profession.  But  after  a  retirement  of  over 
twenty  years  from  official  life,  he  in  1876  was  again 
elected  to  Congress,  serving  two  years.  His  Con- 
gressional record  throughout  was  a  good  one.  A  man 
of  strong  convictions  of  mind  upon  all  subjects,  and 
possessed  of  the  courage  to  boldly  assert  them  at  all 
times,  it  mattered  not  to  him  whether  in  the  minority 
or  majority,  they  were  his  views  and  always  honestly 
given,  and  with  such  forepsic  power  and  strength  of 
language  as  to  carry  great  weight. 

Mr.  Bridges  abandoned  his  law  practice  a  number 
of  years  since,  and  lived  in  retirement.  He  had  long 
been  the  leading  lawyer  at  the  bar  of  this  county,  and 
his  practice  large  and  highly  remunerative.     While 
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in  practice  he  devoted  the  whole  force  of  his  life  to  it. 
He  was  well  read,  and  blended  the  analytical  with  the 
logical,  and  as  an  orator  his  style  was  picturesque  and 
powerful.  His  devotion  to  the  cause  of  his  clients 
was  a  distinguishing  feature  of  his  character.  Their 
cause  was  his  cause,  and  the  energy,  force,  and  zeal 
with  which  he  conducted  all  cases  committed  to  his 
charge  was  the  secret  of  his  success  as  a  lawyer.  In 
all  his  business  transactions  he  was  prudent  and  care- 
ful, prompt  in  the  discharge  of  his  obligations,  and 
exacting  the  same  promptness  from  those  with  whom 
he  had  dealings.  Socially  he  was  a  pleasant  and 
companionable  man,  always  having  a  kind  word  for 
all  whom  he  met.  He  was  a  man  of  cheerful  disposi- 
tion and  of  many  kindnesses. 

Mr.  Bridges  died  Jan.  14,  1884.  He  was  twice 
married.  His  first  wife  was  Sarah  Wilson,  the  young- 
est daughter  of  James  Wilson,  a  prominent  and  suc- 
cessful merchant  of  this  city.  She  was  a  sister  to 
Thomas  Wilson,  James  W.  Wilson,  Francis  Wilson, 
Mrs.  Hutter,  Mrs.  Saeger,  and  Mrs.  Dr.  Martin.  The 
lady  died  in  1864.  One  child,  a  son,  was  the  issue  of 
this  marriage,  but  he  died  in  his  infancy.  His  sec- 
ond wife,  Miss  Martha  Stopp,  daughter  of  the  late 
Joseph  Stopp,  deceased,  survives  him. 

Of  Peter  Wycoflf  little  can  be  authentically  related, 
except  the  fact  that  he  was  born  near  Bound  Brook, 
N.  J.,  in  1808,  studied  law  under  Mr.  McDowell,  of 
Doylestown,  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  this  county 
Sept.  3,  1838,  and  died  March  8,  1877.  His  office 
was  near  where  Evan  Holben's  now  is.  A  few  years, 
about  the  middle  of  his  professional  life,  were  passed 
in  Philadelphia.  He  is  remembered  as  an  honest, 
upright  man,  a  good  office  lawyer,  and  fairly  success- 
ful in  his  profession.  His  widow,  who  was  a  daughter 
of  Gen.  William  Brown,  is  still  living. 

Robert  Emmett  Wright,  now  the  oldest  attorney  at 
the  Lehigh  bar,  was  born  at  Carlisle,  Pa.,  Nov.  30, 
1810.  After  attending  for  several  years  the  school  of 
Charles  Wales  in  his  native  town,  he  entered  the 
drug-store  of  John  C.  Baehr,  in  1826.  Two  years 
later  he  came  to  Allentown  and  entered  the  employ 
of  John  B.  Moser,  with  whom  he  remained  until 
twenty-one  years  of  age,  when  he  went  into  the  drug 
business  for  himself.  But  he  had  never  cared  par- 
ticularly for  this  or  any  other  line  of  mercantile  life, 
and  consequently  he  soon  abandoned  it  and  entered 
his  name  as  a  student  of  law,  and  upon  Sept.  5,  1838, 
was  admitted  to  practice.  Almost  immediately  after 
taking  up  the  duties  of  his  profession  he  attained 
popularity,  which  was  based  upon  his  unselfish  devo- 
tion to  various  public  interests,  as  well  as  upon  his 
generally  recognized  professional  ability  and  trust- 
worthiness. Politically  he  was  and  is  a  Democrat. 
While  not  in  any  sense  a  place-seeker,  the  possession 
of  various  fitting  qualities  led  to  his  appointment  to  a 
number  of  honorable  and  responsible  stations,  in  all 
of  which  he  proved  himself  more  than  adequate.  He 
was  twice  appointed  district  attorney  by  Attorney- 


General  J.  K.  Kane,  and  was  twice  given  the  office  of 
postmaster  at  Allentown.  He  acted  as  school  director 
for  twenty-three  years,  and  few  men  have  done  more 
than  he  for  the  advancement  of  the  educational  in- 
terests of  the  city,  or,  for  that  matter  (though  more 
indirectly),  of  the  county.  He  also  served  two  terms 
as  burgess  of  Allentown.  He  was  appointed  a  re- 
porter of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Pennsylvania  by 
Governor  William  Fisher  Packer,  and  published  the 
first  Index  Digest  of  the  Supreme  Court  Reports. 

Always  faithful  in  the  discharge  of  whatever  of 
duty  devolved  upon  him,  and  always  kind  and  con- 
siderate to  all  with  whom  he  has  come  into  contact, 
he  has  commanded  the  respect  and  affection  of  the 
people  in  the  community  in  which  he  has  passed  the 
adult  years  of  a  long  life.  Few  men  have  had  more 
friends ;  few  shown  their  worthiness  of  having  them 
by  so  numerous  unselfish  labors  for  the  good  of  indi- 
viduals and  institutions.  It  can  be  said  of  Mr. 
Wright  that  he  has  been  unceasingly  a  public  bene- 
factor. 

The  subject  of  these  few  inadequate  lines  (which, 
however,  are  more  extended  and  more  full  of  praise 
than  perhaps  he  would  wish)  was  joined  in  marriage 
in  1836  with  Maria,  daughter  of  Charles  Hutter,  of 
Allentown.  Their  children  are  Carrie  H.,  Charles 
(deceased),  Ida  (wife  of  Hon.  Evan  Holben),  Mary 
(wife  of  Dr.  Laubach),  Sarah  R.  (wife  of  A.  C. 
Brooks),  Robert  E.  Wright,  Jr.  (born  in  1847,  now  a 
well-known  member  of  the  Lehigh  bar),  J.  Holmes 
Wright  (born  in  1850),  Mary  (deceased),  Minna  A. 
(wife  of  C.  A.  Miller),  and  J.  Marshall  Wright,  the 
present  district  attorney. 

Henry  C.  Longnecke'r,  one  of  the  best-known  at- 
torneys of  his  time,  was  born  in  Cumberland  County, 
Pa.,  April  17,  1821 .  He  was  placed  at  school  at  Wil- 
braham,-Mas&r,  from  whence  he  entered  the  Norwich^' 
Military  University  of  Vermont,  and  was  subsequently 
graduated  at  Lafayette  College,  Easton,  Pa.  After  he 
graduated  he  chose  the  law  as  his  profession,  and  en- 
tered upon  its  study  in  the  office  of  Hon.  James  M. 
Porter.  He  was  called  to  the  bar  Jan.  26,  1843.  After 
the  appointment  of  Mr.  Porter  as  Secretary  of  AVar  in 
the  cabinet  of  President  Tyler,  Mr.  Longnecker  took 
charge  of  his  law  business,  and  conducted  the  same 
with  entire  satisfaction  until  the  return  of  Mr.  Porter 
from  Washington,  after  which  Mr.  Longnecker  con- 
cluded to  make  his  residence  in  Lehigh  County,  and 
accordingly  was  admitted  to  the  bar  here  on  the  30lh 
of  January,  1844,  and  soon  entered  upon  a  successful 
practice.  Upon  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  with 
Mexico,  Mr.  Longnecker  volunteered,  serving  as 
lieutenant  and  afterward  as  adjutant  of  his  regiment. 
He  participated  in  all  the  principal  engagements 
under  Gen.  Scott,  which  ended  in  the  triumphal 
entry  of  the  United  States  army  into  the  city  of 
Mexico.  Upon  his  return  from  Mexico  he  was 
elected  district  attorney  of  Lehigh  County  by  a  very 
flattering  vote,  and  in  this  capacity  he  acquitted  him- 
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self  with  satisfaction.  In  1851  and  1854,  Col.  Long- 
necker  was  a  delegate  to  the  State  Democratic  con- 
vention of  those  years.  In  1856  the  trouble  in  Kansas 
assumed  a  grave  aspect,  and  Mr.  Longnecker,  like 
many  earnest  and  conscientious  Democrats  of  that 
day,  opposed  the  principles  by  which  his  party  was 
made  the  means  of  extending  the  area  of  slavery,  and 
was  afterward  an  ardent  advocate  of  the  measures  of 
the  Republican  party.  In  1858,  Mr.  Longnecker  was 
elected  a  representative  from  Pennsylvania  in  the 
Thirty-sixth  Congress  from  the  Sixth  District,  which 
was  then  decidedly  Democratic,  and  served  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs.  In  the 
war  of  the  Rebellion  he  became  colonel  of  the  Ninth 
Pennsylvania  Infantry,  and  as  such  commanded  a 
brigade  in  Western  Virginia  in  1861.  He  subse- 
quently commanded  a  brigade  at  the  battle  of  An- 
tietam.  Col.  Longnecker  was  no  ordinary  man.  In 
addition  to  the  liberal  education  which  he  received 
he  was  endowed  with  a  sound  judgment  upon  public 
affairs,  aind  his  counsels  were  often  invoked  by  those 
in  power  during  the  dark  days  of  rebellion. 

He  died  Sept.  16, 1871,  and  left  a  widow  (a  daughter 
of  Mr.  Samuel  Lewis)  and  two  children. 

John  D.  Stiles,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  settled  at 
Allentown  in  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  1844, 
and  has  been  a.  very  successful  lawyer.  He  was  (as 
the  civil  list  in  the  preceding  chapter  will  show) 
three  times  elected  to  Congress,  the  last  time  in  1868. 
On  the  expiration  of  his  term,  in  1871,  he  returned  to 
the  practice  of  law,  in  which  he  is  still  engaged.  He  • 
had  been  three  times  a  delegate  to  Democratic  national 
conventions,  the  first  being  the  convention  of  1856, 
when  he  aided  actively  in  the  nomination  of  James 
Buchanan,  as  he  afterward  did  in  his  election. 

C.  M.  Runk  is  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  at  Allentown,  Aug.  31, 1846.  He 
has  had  a  successful  practice,  and  is  still  living. 

James  S.  Reese  was  one  of  the  successful  prac- 
titioners at  the  Lehigh  bar,  and  became  a  member  of 
the  Legislature,  as  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  the 
preceding  chapter  giving  the  civil  list  of  the  county. 
He  would  doubtless  have  reached  higher  stations  in 
the  gift  of  the  people  had  his  life  been  spared,  but  he 
died  quite  young.     He  was  a  native  of  Easton. 

E.  J.  More,  who  was  admitted  to  practice  in  1849, 
the  year  after  Mr.  Reese,  was  a  native  of  Allentown, 
and  died  there.  He  studied  his  profession  with  Sam- 
uel Runk,  and  became  quite  a  popular  lawyer,  espe- 
cially as  a  counselor. 

William  Samuel  Marx,  in  his  time  a  leader  of  the 
bar,  was  born  at  Wescosville,  Lehigh  Co.,  March  1, 
1829,  and  was  the  son  of  Samuel  and  Magdalena 
(Beary)  Marx.  His  father  held  several  offices  of 
public  trust  and  honor,  and  while  register  of  wills  for 
Lehigh  County  removed  to  Allentown,  residing  oppo- 
site the  court-house.  William  received  his  early 
education  and  preparation  for  college  at  the  Allen- 
town Academy,  then  under  the  charge  of  Mr.  


Douglass.  He  was  ready  for  the  freshman  class  of 
Princeton  at  the  age  of  fourteen  years,  but  on  account 
of  his  youth  was  put  off  for  a  year,  after  which  delay 
he  was  entered  there.  He  was  graduated  regularly 
in  the  class  of  1848,  having  for  his  classmates,  among 
others.  Rev.'  W.  C.  Cattell,  D.D.,  late  president  of  La- 
fayette College,  and  Henry  C.  Pitney,  vice-chancellor 
of  New  Jersey. 

He  entered  the  law-office  of  Hon.  Henry  C.  Long- 
necker, at  Allentown,  immediately,  and  after  faithful 
study  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  his  native  county 
Feb.  5,  1850,  before  he  was  fully  of  age.  He  was 
characterized  by  great  energy  and  determination,  and 
early  established  himself  as  a  force  among  his  brethren 
at  the  bar.  At  that  date  the  courts  were  regularly 
attended  by  Judge  J.  M.  Porter,  Hon.  A.  E.  Browne, 
A.  H.  Reeder,  and  others,  leaders  of  the  Easton  bar, 
and  with  them  the  younger  men  hesitated  to  contend; 
but  Mr.  Marx  early  demonstrated  his  willingness  and 
ability  to  meet  and  cope  with  them  in  the  trial  of 
cases,  and  with  more  than  ordinary  success.  He  was 
appointed  sherifi''s  attorney  by  Sheriff  Nathan  Weiler 
in  1853,  and  in  1856  was  nominated  and  elected  dis- 
trict attorney,  and  served  the  full  term.  His  labors 
were  arduous,  because  of  an  increase  of  important 
cases  growing  out  of  riots  during  the  construction  of 
the  Lehigh  Valley  Railroad,  and  in  securing  the  con- 
viction of  some  ringleaders  he,  by  overwork,  laid  the 
foundation  of  ill  health,  which,  later,  culminated  in 
the  disease  which  carried  him  off.  Among  his  asso- 
ciates of  the  bar  he  was  early  regarded  chief,  and  had 
one  of  the  most  successful  and  lucrative  practices 
before  he  had  been  ten  years  admitted.  About  1860, 
on  account  of  ill  health,  he  associated  with  him  in 
practice  Hon.  C.  M.  Runk,  and  continued  the  part- 
nership until  the  autumn  of  1864.  In  April,  1866, 
while  trying  an  important  case  at  Easton,  he  con- 
tracted a  severe  cold,  and,  unable  to  have  it  at  once 
checked  because  of  his  duty  to  bis  client,  it  took  a 
hold  on  his  system  which  could  not  be  shaken  off, 
and  after  five  months  of  sickness  he  died,  Sept.  2, 
1866,  at  the  early  age  of  thirty-seven  and  a  half  years. 
Mr.  Marx  was  in  politics  an  ardent  Democrat  up  to 
the  war,  and  in  the  campaign  of  1860  a  follower  and 
great  admirer  of  Stephen  A.  Douglas,  and  cast  one  of 
the  thirteen  straight  ballots  given  in  Allentown  to 
that  Presidential  candidate.  When  the  South  chose 
the  arbitrament  of  war,  he  was  prompt  to  range  him- 
self on  the  side  of  the  government,  and  never  swerved 
in  the  fiercest  contests  of  partisanship  of  the  succeed- 
ing years  to  aid  by  voice  and  vote  the  administration 
of  Abraham  Lincoln  in  vindicating  the  constitutional 
supremacy  of  the  laws.  This  course  separated  him. 
widely  from  his  party,  then  and  now  dominant  in  his 
native  county.  His  later  votes  were  consequently 
given  to  the  Republican  candidate.  His  nature  was 
such  that  he  always  entered  ardently  into  and  pushed 
whatever  he  undertook,  and,  nothing  of  a  politician, 
it  was  always  easy  to  understand  where  he  stood  upon 
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any  question  of  the  day.  His  circle  of  friends  and 
admirers  was  large,  and  many  of  them  surviving  can 
tell  of  interesting  incidents  in  his  career. 

May  18,  1854,  he  was  married  to  Josephine  W. 
Baldwin,  of  Bloonifield,  N.  J.,  by  whom  he  had  four 
sons  and  one  daughter.  His  widow  and  four  children 
survive  him. 

Another  strong  lawyer,  who,  like  Mr.  Marx,  died 
very  young,  was  John  Oliver.  He  was  born  at  Eas- 
ton,  received  his  early  education  at  Vandever's  pri- 
vate school  in  that  place,  and  then  entered  Franklin 
and  Marshall  College,  at  Lancaster,  from  which  he 
graduated,  standing  high  in  his  class.  Immediately 
commencing  practice — he  was  admitted  Nov.  3,  1856 
— at  AUentown,  he  rose  rapidly  in  his  profession.  He 
was  popular  and  a  good  speaker,  and  therefore  it  was 
not  strange  that  in  1870  he  became  the  choice  of  the 
Eepublicans  of  the  district  for  Congress.  He  lacked 
only  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  votes  of  defeating 
his  opponent,  E.  L.  Ackerman,  although  the  Demo- 
cratic majority  in  the  district  was  very  heavy.  During 
the  war  Mr.  Oliver  was  major  of  the  Fourth  Regiment 
Pennsylvania  Militia.  He  died  not  long  after  his 
candidature  for  Congress,  at  the  jge  of  thirty-four, 
very  widely  and  deeply  lamented,  and  in  his  death 
the  Lehigh  bar  lost  one  of  its  most  brilliant  orna- 
ments. He  was  a  man  of  strong  character  and  yet 
very  fine  intellectual  fibre, — a  scholarly  and  polished 
gentleman. 

George  B.  Schall,  one  of  the  members  of  the  bar 
who  has  passed  away,  was  a  native  of  Trexlertown, 
and  a  graduate  of  Princeton  College.  He  was  ad- 
mitted to  practice  in  1857,  became  successively  dis- 
trict attorney  and  State  senator. 

Adam  Woolever  was  a  descendant  of  a  family 
among  the  pioneers  to  this  country  from  the  Palati- 
nate, named  Wohlleber  (Well-liver),  numbering  sev- 
eral brothers,  one  of  whom  first  settled  in  what  is  now 
Columbia  County,  where  a  town  located  by  them  was 
given  the  name  of  "  Woolever-Stettle"  (Woolever- 
town).  Another  planted  his  home  in  the  Mohawk 
Valley,  N.  Y.,  while  another  nestled  down  amid  the 
hills  of  New  Jersey,  within  sight  of  the  Delaware, 
and  in  the  original  home  of  the  proud  Lenni  Lenapes. 
These  hardy  pioneers,  having  by  hard  labor  founded 
a  home,  cleared  the  forests,  and  broken  up  the  soil  in 
Columbia  County,  anticipating  rest  and  comfort  in 
the  days  to  come,  had  scarcely  time  to  enjoy  the 
fruits  of  their  toil  before  the  hand  of  oppression 
reaching  across  the  broad  ocean  again  grasped  them, 
and  by  the  unjust  taxation  of  her  Majesty  Queen 
Anne,  and  some  technical  plan  in  the  titles  of  land 
they  occupied,  deprived  them  of  their  rights  and 
homes  and  compelled  them  to  renew  their  efforts 
elsewhere.  Almost  disheartened,  but  braving  the 
dangers  and  trials  awaiting  them,  with  Spartan 
energy  they  packed  their  humble  furniture  on  sleds 
and,  in  the  midst  of  a  severe  winter,  wended  their 
way  through  an  unbroken  and  almost  trackless  way 


to  the  Mohawk  Valley,  where  they  settled  once  more. 
From  this  hardy  and  determined  race  sprang  Adam 
Woolever,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  born  in  Franklin 
township,  Warren  Co.,  N.  J.,  on  the  7th  of  March, 
1883,  and  the  son  of  Adam  and  Diuna  Woolever. 
In  his  boyhood  he  enjoyed  excellent  educational 
advantages,  and  at  the  age  of  about  fifteen  he  entered 
a,  store  in  Easton  as  clerk.  After  remaining  for  a 
time  he  entered  the  office  of  Judge  Joseph  Vliet,  of 
Washington,  N.  J.,  and  read  law  for  one  year.  With 
a  view  to  better  opportunities  for  study  he  left  Wash- 
ington, and  removing  to  Easton,  entered  the  law- 
office  of  the  Hon.  Judge  McQartney,  one  of  the  most 
eminent  lawyers  of  the  day.  Here  he  read  law  until 
1855,  when  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar.  In  March, 
1855,  he  removed  to  Catasauqua  and  opened  an  office, 
continuing  in  practice  until  1859,  when  in  the  fall  of 
that  year  he  was  appointed  by  Sheriff  Haines  as  his 
attorney,  and  served  three  years  in  that  capacity.  At 
the  end  of  his  term,  in  1862,  he  was  elected  district 
attorney,  in  which  official  relation  he  served  cred- 
itably for  three  years.  In  1866  he,  in  connection 
with  David  O.  Saylor  and  Esaias  Rehrig,  conceived 
the  idea  of  starting  the  Coplay  Cement- Works,  now 
so  well  and  favorably  known,  and  which  project 
prf/ved  successful.  While  thus  engaged  in  manufac- 
turing interests  he  continued  the  practice  of  law,  and 
in  the  fall  of  1869  was  elected  to  the  Legislature, 
serving  creditably  during  the  years  1870-72.  In 
1872  he  was  nominated  in  the  Democratic  caucus  for 
Speaker  of  the  House,  but  the  Republicans  having  a 
majority,  one  of  their  number  was  chosen.  In  1875 
he  was  elected  chief  clerk  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, in  which  capacity  he  served  until  the 
spring  of  1877,  when  the  Republicans  gained  the 
ascendency  and  ended  his  term.  From  that  time  he 
lived  a  more  or  less  retired  life.  He  was  also  a  can- 
didate for  the  office  of  State  senator,  and  at  one  time 
mentioned  for  the  gubernatorial  chair. 

In  1876,  Mr.  Woolever  published  a  very  meritorious 
book  entitled  "  Treasury  of  Wit  and  Humor,''  con- 
taining sayings  of  931  authors,  1393  subjects,  and 
10,299  quotations, — a  work  favorably  received  by  the 
press,  as  also  by  literary  and  professional  men.  He 
was  a  fine  scholar,  devoted  much  of  his  time  to  books, 
and  was  as  thoroughly  versed  in  the  standard  and 
light  literature  of  the  day  as  any  man  in  the  city  of 
his  residence.  His  social  nature  and  genial  temper 
made  numerous  friends,  and  rendered  his  home  the  al- 
most daily  meeting-place  of  many  kindred  spirits.  His 
word  ever  was  regarded  as  a  law  unto  him.  A  man. 
of  generous,  kindly  impulses,  with  the  hand  of  charity 
ever  open  for  the  needy  and  deserving,  the  poor  ever 
found  in  him  a  practical  helper  and  friend.  As  a 
citizen  he  was  plain  and  unassuming,  treating  the 
poor  and  humble  with  the  oame  deference  as  the  rich 
and  exalted.  His  simple  and  polite  demeanor  made 
him  universally  esteemed  by  all  who  knew  him. 

There  were  excellencies  of  character  displayed  in 
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his  private  life,  there  were  traits  of  goodness  and  liind- 
ness  and  genial  warmth  and  brightness  exhibited  in 
his  social  intercourse  with  those  friends  whose  "  adop- 
tion he  had  tried,"  which  the  world  knew  not  of. 
Few  men  exhibit  the  best  that  is  in  them  to  the  world. 
Those  who  have  mingled  in  the  strife  of  politics  and 
have  done  battle  in  the  arena  in  which  selfishness  and 
hardness  and  cynicism  are  a  part  of  the  armor  of  suc- 
cessful combatants,  hide  the  better  feelings  of  their 
nature  from  the  gaze  of  the  multitude.  It  was  so 
with  Adam  Woolever.  It  was  only  to  those  with 
whom  he  was  on  terms  of  closest  intimacy  that  he 
spoke  without  reserve  gf  those  things  of  which  he 
thought  most  deeply.  They  only  knew  the  enthusi- 
astic love  he  had  for  all  that  is  strong  and  pure  and 
beautiful  in  humanity,  and  his  detestation  for  false- 
hood, cruelty,  and  deception.  He  had  the  manliness 
of  a  man  united  with  the  tenderness  of  a  woman. 
He  was  as  straightforward  and  honest  in  the  warmth 
of  his  friendships  and  the  intensity  of  his  dislikes  as 
a  child.  He  was  bluff  and  hearty  in  his  ways,  with  a 
keenly  humorous  instinct,  but  with  an  undercurrent 
of  grave,  old-fashioned  courtesy  and  thoughtful  con- 
sideration for  the  feelings  of  others.  A  gentleman 
because  he  possessed  a  gentle,  kind  heart,  he  was 
utterly  incapable  of  mean  and  despicable  things.  His 
knowledge  of  history  was  remarkable ;  he  had  studied 
it  as  one  who  looks  beneath  the  surface  to  discover 
the  hidden  springs  of  action  which  have  changed  the 
current  of  national  life.  He  believed  in  the  universal 
brotherhood  of  man,  and  all  forms  of  oppression  out- 
raged the  fine  sense  of  justice  which  was  a  prominent 
trait  in  his  character. 

In  politics  Mr.  Woolever  was  always  a  Democrat. 
He  took  an  active  part  in  every  State  campaign,  and 
was  popular  with  the  masses  as  a  speaker.  With  a 
clear  perception  of  the  issues  involved,  a  lucid  style 
of  speaking,  and  a  pleasing  address,  he  combined  an 
agreeable  modicum  of  facetiousness,  never  failing  to 
attract  and  hold  the  attention  of  his  auditors.  He 
was  also  equally  successful  as  a  lecturer ;  his  produc- 
tions evincing  close  thought,  careful  study,  and  great 
purity  of  language.  He  believed  in  "  woman's  rights," 
and  the  injustice  and  inequality  of  the  laws  of  the 
various  States  with  regard  to  women  and  their  prop- 
erty was  a  subject  upon  which  he  could  quote  an 
array  of  facts  absolutely  unanswerable. 

Mr.  Woolever  was  married  in  January,  1857,  to 
Miss  Eliza  Ann  Saylor,  only  daughter  of  Samuel 
Saylor,  of  Hanover  township.  Their  children  are 
Lilly,  Ida,  Samuel  S.,  Harry,  Maggie,  and  three  who 
are  deceased.  The  death  of  Adam  Woolever  oc- 
curred on  the  24th  of  September,  1882,  in  his  fiftieth 
year.  The  virtues  of  his  true  heart  were  apparent 
in  all  his  life  to  those  who  knew  him  best,  and  to 
them  is  known  how  much  constancy,  truth,  and  man- 
liness, how  much  tenderness,  kindness,  and'  charity, 
are  buried  in  his  grave. 

One  of  the  foremost  names  in  the  history  of  the 


bench  and  bar  of  Lehigh  County  is  that  of  Edwin 
Albright,  the  president  judge  of  the  several  courts. 
He  was  born  Nov.  8,  1838,  in  the  part  of  Upper  Mil- 
ford  township  which,  since  its  division,  constitutes 
the  township  of  Lower  Milford,  and  is  of  German  ori- 
gin. His  ancestors  settled  here  early  in  the  last  cen- 
tury. His  parents  are  Michael  and  Maria  Albright 
(Schaeffer). 

After  receiving  a  common-school  and  academic 
education,  he  prosecuted  the  study  of  the  law  with 
great  zeal  and  success,  and  in  1862  was  admitted  to 
the  bar.  From  this  time  he  was  engaged  in  the  active 
practice  of  his  profession  until  1878,  when  he  was 
elected  to  his  present  position.  He  was  district  attor- 
ney from  1865  to  1868,  and  served  two  terms  in  the 
Senate  of  Pennsylvania  (1870  to  1876),  having  been 
elected  as  a  Democrat  for  the  first  terra  in  the  district 
composed  of  Lehigh  and  Northampton,  and  for  the 
second  in  that  of  Lehigh  and  Carbon  Counties. 

During  his  term  of  service  in  the  Senate  that  body 
contained  among  its  members  some  of  the  most  emi- 
nent lawyers  in  the  State;  it  covered  the  period  im- 
mediately following  the  adoption  of  the  new  Consti- 
tution of  1873,  which  necessitated  the  enactment  of  a 
large  body  of  most  important  laws.  An  opportunity 
was  thus  afibrded  for  the  application  of  his  extensive 
knowledge  of  the  law  and  its  practice  in  the  courts. 
He  served  on  the  Judiciary  Committee,  and  was  one 
of  the  committee  of  lawyers  to  examine  and  report 
upon  an  elaborate  civil  code  which  had  been  prepared 
by  a  commission.  He  ranked  with  the  most  eminent 
lawyers  with  whom  he  was  associated  in  his  legisla- 
tive career,  and  the  most  important  legislative  enact- 
ments during  this  period  bear  his  impress. 

His  administration  of  justice  is  distinguished  for 
kindness,  impartiality,  firmness,  and  energy,  while 
his  decisions  show  great  learning  and  research,  are 
well  considered,  and  rarely  disturbed.  He  has  earned 
and  maintained  the  confidence  of  the  people  of  his 
native  county  by  a  faithful  discharge  of  every  duty 
with  ability  and  integrity. 

In  1866  he  married  Rebecca  Y.  Sieger,  and  has 
children,  a  daughter.  Bertha,  and  a  son,  Roderick. 

Hiram  H.  Schwartz,  who  was  admitted  to  practice 
in  1858,  now  a  resident  of  Berks  County,  was  a  native 
of  North  Whitehall.  He  was,  as  will  be  seen  by  refer- 
ence to  the  civil  list,  at  one  time  superintendent  of 
schools  of  Lehigh  County.  Removing  to  Kutztown, 
he  was  thrice  elected  as  the  representative  of  Berks 
County  in  the  State  Legislature.  He  is  now  judge  of 
the  Orphans'  Court. 

The  late  Alfred  B.  Schwartz,  brother  of  Hiram  H., 
was  born  in  North  Whitehall,  graduated  from  Frank- 
lin and  Marshall  College,  was  admitted  to  practice  in 
1859,  and  by  the  time  the  war  broke  out  had  attained 
a  very  respectable  clientage.  He  entered  the  army 
as  captain  of  a  company  in  the  One  Hundred  and 
Forty-seventh  Regiment,  and  after  considerable  ser- 
vice returned  home  and  died. 
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Thomas  B.  Metzgar  is  the  son  of  Nathan  and  Ke- 
becca  (Worman)  Metzgar,  the  former  a  native  of 
North  Whitehall  and  the  latter  of  AUentown,  being  a 
descendant  of  the  pioneer  Abraham  Worman,  who 
settled  at  and  owned  Crystal  Springs.  Mr.  Metzgar 
removed  to  AUentown  in  1830,  when  fifteen  years  of 
age,  and  his  son  was  born  there  Dec.  25,  1839.  He 
received  his  general  education  at  the  AUentown 
Academy  under  those  excellent  instructors,  McClena- 
chan,  Chandler,  and  Gregorjr.  Having  very  early 
formed  the  intention  of  studying  law,  he  bent  his  en- 
ergies toward  that  end.  He  taught  school  at  Ruchs- 
ville,  and  subsequently,  by  invitation  of  Mr.  C.  W. 
Cooper,  became  instructor  in  the  AUentown  Gram- 
mar School.  In  1869,  when  eighteen  years  of  age,  he 
realized  his  hope,  and  began  reading  law  with  Hon. 
Samuel  A.  Bridges.  In  1860  and  1861  he  continued 
his  studies  in  the  Law  Department  of  the  University 
of  Pennsylvania,  and,  concluding  the  course,  returned 
to  AUentown,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  on  April 
7, 1862.  The  success  which  attended  him  almost  from 
the  start  proved  the  choice  of  profession  to  have  been 
a  wise  one.  His  practice  increased  evenly  and  with 
satisfactory  rapidity  from  year  to  year,  as  also  did  his 
personal  popularity.  In  1868  he  was  elected  district 
attorney,  and  he  discharged  the  duties  of  that  office 
until  1871.  Twice  he  was  elected  city  solicitor,  the 
two  terms  being  separated  by  a  period  of  several 
years.  He  was  a  delegate  to  several  State  Conven- 
tions of  his  party  from  this  district,  and  in  1876 
was  the  district  delegate  of  his  native  county  to  the 
National  Convention  at  St.  Louis,  which  nominated 
the  Hon.  Samuel  J.  Tilden  for  President.  Official  or 
political  life,  however,  has  had  but  little  attraction 
for  Mr.  Metzgar,  and  a  large  clientage  has  claimed 
the  greater  part  of  his  time  and  energies.  He  has 
had  an  extensive  practice  in  the  Lehigh  and  other 
Eastern  Pennsylvania  courts  and  in  the  Supreme 
Court,  and  has  been  extensively  intrusted  with  the 
settlement  of  estates.  Mr.  Metzgar  was  married  Sept. 
1,  1863,  to  Susan  R.,  daughter  of  Solomon  Sweitzer. 

Edward  Harvey,  a  prominent  member  of  the  Lehigh 
bar,  was  born  in  Doylestown,  Bucks  Co.,  Pa.,  Jan. 
17,  1844.  He  is  the  only  son  of  Dr.  George  T.  and 
Mary  K.  Harvey.  After  passing  through  the  common 
school  and  the  excellent  private  school  of  Dr.  S.  A. 
Andrews,  in  his  native  town,  he  completed  his  aca- 
demic course  at  the  Lawrenceville  High  School,  near 
Princeton,  in  the  State  of  New  Jersey.  In  1860  he 
was  matriculated  as  a  member  of  the  class  of  1864  at 
Princeton  College.  Deciding,  however,  upon  entering 
the  profession  he  has  so  successfully  followed,  he  left 
college  in  his  junior  year  and  commenced  the  study 
of  law  at  Doylestown,  under  the  preceptorship  of 
Hon.  George  Lear,  then  the  leading  member  of  the 
Bucks  County  bar,  and  subsequently  attorney-general 
of  the  State.  At  September  term,  1865,  the  subject 
of  this  sketch  was  admitted  to  practice  in  the  courts 
of  his  native  county.     In  November  of  the  same  year 


he  visited  AUentown,  and  on  the  8th  of  that  month 
was,  on  motion  of  Hon.  S.  A.  Bridges,  admitted  as  a 
member  of  the  Lehigh  County  bar.  '  He  took  up  his 
permanent  residence  in  AUentown,  Jan.  1,  1866,  and 
commenced  to  practice  his  ])rofession  in  the  office  of 
Hon.  S.  A.  Bridges.  By  reason  of  his  favorable  intro- 
duction to  the  people  of  this  county,  and  because  he 
gave  all  of  his  attention  without  interruption  to  his 
profession,  he  soon  acquired  a  lucrative  practice, 
which  has  increased  with  his  age  and  experience. 
Nor  is  his  practice  confined  to  the  limits  of  his 
county  ;  he  is  frequently  called  to  assist  in  the  argu- 
ment and  trial  of  cases  in  adjoining  counties  and  in 
the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State,  as  well  as  in  the 
Federal  courts. 

A  pronounced  Democrat,  our  subject  has  taken  no 
greater  part  in  politics  than  a  good  citizen  should 
and  an  able  speaker  is  compelled  to.  While  indiffer- 
ent to  personal  political  preferment,  he  has  earnestly 
desired  that  the  principles  of  his  party  might  prevail, 
and  has  not  been  negligent  of  efforts  in  behalf  of  their 
advancement.  His  legal  ability  received  a  fitting 
recognition  when  he  was  chosen  a  member  of  the  Con- 
stitutional Convention  of  1873,  being  elected  from 
the  Senatorial  District  composed  of  Lehigh  and  Car- 
bon Counties.  He  served  creditably  to  himself  and 
constituents,  and  was  a  member  of  the  Committee  on 
Corporations. 

In  March,  1877,  the  First  National  Bank  of  AUen- 
town was  compelled  to  suspend,  through  the  failure 
of  W.  H.  Blumer  &  Co.,  bankers.  The  board  of  di- 
rectors was  reorganized,  and  Mr.  Harvey  was  chosen 
president.  His  position  was  a  responsible  and  delicate 
one.  Through  his  efforts  the  creditors  and  stockhold- 
ers had  secured  to  them  large  sums  of  money,  and 
the  assets  of  the  bank  were  made  to  realize  very  hand- 
somely.    He  remained  in  charge  until  June,  1878. 

June  14,  1878,  Mr.  Harvey  was  appointed  president 
judge  of  the  Thirty-first  Judicial  District  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, composed  of  the  county  of  Lehigh,  to  fill  a 
vacancy  caused  by  the  resignation  of  Judge  Longaker. 

He  held  the  position  until  the  close  of  the  unexpired 
term,  which  was  the  first  Monday  in  January,  1879. 
His  experience  at  the  bar,  and  his  familiarity  with  the 
principles  and  decisions  of  his  profession,  enabled  him 
to  fill  the  place  with  great  satisfaction  to  the  bar  and 
to  thepubUc.  His  appointment  was  a  gratifying  com- 
pliment, as  it  came  from  a  Republican  Governor,— 
John  F.  Hartranft. 

Since  his  retirement  from  the  bench  he  has  vigor- 
ously pursued  the  practice  of  his  profession.  In  1878 
he  was  asked  to  accept  a  nomination  as  an  independ- 
ent candidate  for  president  judge  of  his  adopted 
county,  but  peremptorily  declined  the  use  of  his  name. 
Again,  in  1879,  he  was  asked  to  accept  the  independent 
candidacy  for  judge  of  the  courts  of  Berks  County,  but 
declined  that  also.  In  1882  he  was  waited  upon  by  a 
committee  of  the  judicial  conferees  of  Dauphin  and 
Lebanon  Counties,  and  was  asked  to  permit  his  name 
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to  be  used  for  the  Democratic  nomination.  This  also 
was  declined  by  him. 

Upon  April  9,  1884,  Judge  Harvey  was  chosen  by 
the  Democratic  State  Convention  to  represent  the 
Tenth  Congressional  District  in  the  Democratic  Na- 
tional Convention,  to  be  held  in  Chicago,  July  8, 1884. 

Following  are  the  names  of  all  the  attorneys  ad- 
mitted to  practice  in  Lehigh  County  :' 


Henry  Wilson Dec. 

John  Ewing " 

Frederick  . I.  HeUer.    " 

Henry  King: May 

Ciiarles  Davis Feb. 

John  Evans " 

Samuel  Kunlc May 

.John  D.  Roney " 

John  S.  Gibbons Feb. 

Henry  Jarrett Nov. 

John  J.  Wurtz Aug. 

Andrew  L.  King*. ...Sept. 
Jno.  S.  McFarIand*..Dec. 

Silas  H.  Hicliox* " 

Samuel  A.  Bridges. .Feb. 
John  W.  Hornbeck.-.May 
Jesse  W.  Griffith*...   " 

Phaon  Jarrett* Sept. 

Aug.  F.  Boaz* Feb. 

Peter  Wyckoff Sept, 

Robert  B.  Wright...    " 
H.  C.  Longnecker...  Jan. 

John  D.  Stiles Sept. 

William  P.  Miller*..  " 

Nathan  Miller* " 

Silas  E.  Buzzard May 

Roberts.  Brown*... Feb. 
Charles  M.  Rank. ...Aug. 
Charles  W.  'Cooper..June 

James  S.  Reese 

J.  De  Puy  Davis Sept. 

Edmund  J.  Moore... Dec. 

Blisha  Forrest Feb. 

William  S.  Marx....   " 
Henry  W.  Bonsall*.  " 
Gilbert  G.  GibbonB*.Sept. 
Jas:  R.  Struthers*...Nov. 
Adam  Woolever*... April 

Uriah  Brunner* Aug. 

John  H.  Oliver Nov. 

William  H.  Ainey...Jan. 
George  B.  Scholl.....   " 

H.  H,  Schwartz May 

A.  B.  Schwartz " 

R.  Clay  Hamereiy...   " 
Arnold  C.  Lewis*. ..Aug. 
Robei-tS.  Leyburn*.April 

A.  W.  Leyburn* " 

Henry  A.  Bigler*...     " 

Evan  Holben* " 

Edwin  Albright*....    " 
Jacob  S.  Dillinger*.    " 
Thos.  B.  Metzger*...     " 
F.  A.  K.  Baldwin... Aug. 
Mahlon  H.  Biery....Nov. 

Wm.  H.  Sowden Sept. 

John  Rupp Nov. 

Edward  Harvey " 

Levi  Srnoyer..; July 

Wra.  H.  Deshler Sept. 

Plenry  8,  Floyd Oct. 

Const.  J,  Erdman...Oct. 


21,  1812 
21, 181U 

22,  1812 
16, 1815 

3,  1817 

3,  1819 
4, 1819 

4,  1810 

2,  1824 

29,  18-24 

30,  18-26 
6, 182G 

3,  1827 

1. 1829 

1. 1830 
3,  18.30 

7,  1834 
4, 1836 
1, 1836 
3,  1838 
5,1838 

30, 1844 

2,  1844 

3,  1844 
6,  1844 
6,  184,5 
6,  1846 

31,  1846 
24,1847 
— ,  1848 

3,  1849 
4, 1840 
5,1860 

6,  1850 
2,  1862 
4, 1854 

13,  18.64 
9,  1855 

16,  18,66 
.3,  1866 
6, 1857 

6. 1867 

5. 1868 
16,  1859 
16, 1859 
10, 1869 

8,  1801 

8. 1861 

7,  1862 

7. 1862 
7, 1862 
7, 1862 
7, 1802 
7,1863 

9,  1863 
6,  1864 
3, 1865 
a,  1865 
1,  1867 
0,  1867 

28,  18B7 
28,  1867 


Eli  G.  Schwartz April 

David  Roper " 

H.  C.  llunsberger...    " 

Wm.  H,  Glace " 

Samuel  A,  Buttz,..,Jun6 
W,  D.  Luckenbach.Aug. 

George  H.  Rupp Sept. 

R.  E.  Wright,  Jr....    " 

James  S.  Biery " 

.Toseph  Hunter June 

William  S.  Young... Sept. 
J.  Winslow  Wood. ..Nov., 

M.  L.  Kauffman April 

George  K.  Wilson. „Dec. 
James  B.  Deshler. ..Nov, 
E.  A,  Mulilenberg..March 

E.  C.  Lochman June 

Harry  F.  Kramer...     " 
William  P.  Snyder,,     " 

J.  M,  McClure May 

Willis  J.  Forrest Sept, 

Nathaniel  M,  Orr,..Nov. 
Oscar  E.  Holman,,. April 

M.  C,  L.  Kline June 

John  M.  Kessler " 

M.  C,  Henninger..,,Sept. 
W.  H,  Muschlitz.,..     " 

Edwin  H.Sline " 

A.  G.  Dewalt " 

Thomas  J,  Foley',., „Oct. 
R,  A.  B.  HauBman...Jan. 

Henry  W.  Ross " 

Albert  J.  Brdman...    " 
James  L.  Schaadt... April 

A,  B  Longaker July 

Charles  S,  Runk " 

Harry  G,  Stiles April 

J,  L.  Marsteller Sept. 

W.  Lichtenwallner.    " 

E.  R.  Lichtenwallner  Jan. 

Allen  H.  Fooht April 

Morris  J.  Hoats June 

John  D.  Ulrich " 

S.  S.  Duffy " 

Henry  J.  German. ..Nov. 

Thomas  F.  Gross Jan. 

William  J.  Stein " 

J.  M.  Wright April 

V.  G.  W.  Runk June 

Philip  McNulty Sept. 

T.  F.  Diefenderfer....   " 

F.  M.  Trexler April 

E.  F.  Shock June 

Henry  J.  Oneil Sept. 

A.  P.  Crilly " 

E.  H,  Reninger " 

H.  A.  Weller " 

Enos  F,  Erdman Nov. 

M.  E.  Schaadt " 

.lonas  F,  Kline Jan. 

E,  J.  Lichtenwallner,  " 


6,  1868 
13,1868 
13,  1868 
13,  1868 

11,  1868 
3,  1868 
8, 1868 
8, 1868 
8,  1868 

18,  1869 

8,  1869 

1869 

6,  1870 

12,  1870 
6, 1871 

3. 1873 

3. 1874 
3,  1874 
4, 1874 
4,1876 

16,  1875 

8,  1875 

11,  1876 
6,  1876 
6,  1876 

5. 1876 

3. 1877 

6,  1877 
22, 1877 

22. 1877 

7,  1878 

17. 1878 
28, 1878 

10. 1878 
1,1878 

9,  1878 

14. 1879 
1,  1879 

1. 1879 

9. 1880 

12. 1880 
7,  1880 

7. 1880 
7,  1880 
9,  1880 

3. 1881 
3,  1881 

11,1881 

6. 1881 
12,1881 

12,  1881 
10,  1882 

6,  1882 
6,  1882 
6,  1882 
6,  1882 

6. 1882 
21,  1882 
21,  1882 
30,  1883 
30,  1883 


CHAPTER    X. 

THE   MEDICAL    PROFESSION. 

Biographical  Sketches— The  Old  Homceopathic  College— Medical 
Societies. 

The   earliest  trustworthy  information  concerning 
practitioners  of  medicine  in  Lehigh  County  comes 


1  It  must  be  borne  In  mind  that  quite  a  number  of  those  whose  names 
appear  here  were  non-residents,  and  only  obtained  admission  for  the 
trial  of  special  cases.  Tliose  who  have  been  thus  admitted  are  marked 
with  an  asterisk  (*). 


down  to  the  present  generation  in  one  of  the  official 
documents  of  Northampton  County,  nearly  a  cen- 
tury and  a  quarter  old.  This  is  an  assessment-roll 
which  shows  that  in  1763  three  physicians  resided  in 
that  part  of  Northampton  which  now  constitutes 
Lehigh  County.  These  were  Dr.  Gottfried  Bolzius, 
of  Northampton  Town  (AUentown),  Dr.  Carl  Fred- 
erick Martens,*  of  Macungie,  and  another,  unnamed, 
in  Upper  Saucon.  Dr.  JohnHertzogh  owned  prop- 
erty in  Weissenberg  between  the  years  1763  and  1769, 
but  nothing  can  be  learned  of  him  further  than  that 
fact.  He  certainly  did  not  reside  there  in  1763,  and 
it  is  doubtful  if  he  ever  did. 

Dr.  Bolzius,  as  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  the 
infant  AUentown,  evidently  found  the  practice  of 
medicine  an  insufficient  staff,  for  in  1766  he  was  in 
possession  of  "  the  shop  and  beer-house''  which  had 
f)reviously  been  assessed  as  the  property  of  David 
Deshler.  Thus  combining  the  avocations  and  the 
emoluments  of  publican  and  physician  he  was  en- 
abled to  make  a  living  at  least,  and  we  find  him  a 
resident  of  the  little  village  as  late  as  1782.  He  had 
at  least  one  patient  of  high  degree,  who  was  ailing 
with  a  most  malignant  disease,  for  when  Governor 
James  Hamilton  was  at  Easton,  he  came  to  him  to  be 
treated  for  the  cure  of  a  cancer. 

Dr.  Felix  Linn  was  a  resident  of  what  is  now 
Lower  Milford  township  some  time  prior  to  1784,  as 
in  that  year  he  sold  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  fifty- 
five  acres,  which  "  he  bought  of  his  father,  Peter 
Linn,  several  years  previous."  This  farm,  on  which 
he  doubtless  resided,  was  situated  on  the  Hosensack 
Hill,  about  a  mile  south  of  the  home  of  Dr.  John  H. 
Dickenshied. 

A  remarkable  example  of  the  heredity  of  inclina- 
tion and  pursuit  is  afforded  by  the  Martin  family,  in 
which  there  have  been  five  successive  generations  of 
physicians,  counting  from  Cliristian  Frederick  Martin, 
who  was  one  of  the  very  earliest  practitioners  in 
Lehigh  County. 

Christian  Frederick  Martin,  the  progenitor  of  the 
family  in  America,  was  born  in  Prussia,  Dec.  22, 1727, 
and  was  the  son  of  a  Lutheran  clergyman,  who  was  a 
man  of  eminence  outside  of  the  ministry,  and  at  one 
time  a  member  of  the  higher  courts  or  cabinet.  He 
received  collegiate  and  medical  education  in  Berlin, 
and  very  soon  after  graduating  from  the  University  of 
Medicine,  he  came  to  America  with  the  Rev.  Henry 
Melchior  Muhlenberg  and  others,  and  settled  at  the 
Trappe,  in  Montgomery  County,  previously,  however, 
traveling  over  Pennsylvania,  Maryland,  and  Virginia. 
Pie  married  at  the  Trappe  a  Miss  Schwartz,  the  daugh- 
ter of  a  clergyman,  and  entered  upon  the  practice  of 
his  profession.  His  wife  died  after  she  had  become 
the  mother  of  six  children,— Frederick,  John, Samuel, 
Elizabeth,  Ellen,  and  Mary.  The  eldest  son  removed 
to  Otsego  County,  N.  Y.,  and   died   there,  and  the 


'  The  name  should  have  been  Christian  Frederick  Martin. 
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other  two  sons  passed  the  whole  of  their  lives  in 
Montgomery  County.  Elizabeth  married  a  Mr.  Egner, 
and  Ellen  a  Mr.  Hartzell,  while  Mary  became  the 
wife  of  a  Mr.  Dickenshied,  and  was  the  mother  of 
Dr.  Charles  F.  Dickenshied.  Dr.  Martin  married  as 
his  second  wife  Mary  Miller,  the  daughter  of  a  tavern- 
keeper  at  the  Trappe.  Soon  after  this  marriage  Mr. 
Miller,  learning  of  a  tract  of  land  in  Macungie  town- 
ship which  was  to  be  offered  at  public  sale,  advised 
his  daughter  to  purchase  it.  She  rode  on  horseback 
to  the  farm  (near  Emaus)  on  the  day  appointed,  and 
made  the  purchase.  To  this  place  Dr.  Martin  and 
his  wife  moved  about  1762,  and  there  all  of  their 
children  were  born.  These  were  Andrew,  Jacob, 
George,  Charles  H.,  Peter,  and  Anna  (who  married 
Peter  Bright).  Four  of  the  sons  became  physicians, 
and  we  shall  presently  have  more  to  say  of  theili. 
Dr.  Christian  F.  Martin  practiced  medicine  in  Ma- 
cungie and  the  surrounding  country  until  near  the 
close  of  his  life,  his  "  ride''  covering  Lehigh  County, 
and  extending  far  into  Montgomery,  Bucks,  North- 
ampton, and  what  is  now  Carbon  County.  He  edu- 
cated his  sons  in  medicine  by  lectures  on  anatomy, 
illustrated  by  Eustache's  plates,  and  others  on  sur- 
gery, obstetrics,  practice,  materia  medica,  and  botany. 
He  was  a  finished  scholar,  owned  a  large  library,  and 
was  fond  of  teaching  and  demonstrating.  He  died 
on  the  13th  of  June,  1812,  aged  eighty-four  years, 
and  was  buried  in  the  graveyard  of  the  Little  Lehigh 
Church,  beyond  Millerstown  {now  Macungie).  The 
inscription  upon  the  tablet  at  his  tomb  reads  thus, — 

"  Hier  '  Euht'  in  Gott 
Doc  Christian  Frederic 

Martin 

er  wurde  geboorn  dem 

22t6n  Decbr  1727 

und  iet  im  Herrn  entsclofen 

dem  13ten  Junius  1812 

er  bracht  sein  alter  zu 

4  84  yahr  6  M.  22  Taga." 

Mrs.  Martin  long  survived  her  husband.  She  re- 
moved to  Allentown,  and  lived  with  her  sons  until 
her  death,  in  1835,  at  the  age  of  ninety-three  years. 

As  has  been  heretofore  stated,  four  of  the  sons  of 
Dr.  Christian  Frederick  Martin  became  physicians. 
First,  Jacob  (the  eldest  of  the  family,  who  took  up  the 
profession)  commenced  practice  in  Allentown  about 
1790,  after  studying  with  his  father.  He  was  post- 
master from  1805  to  1814.  He  died  in  Allentown  in 
1834,  aged  fifty-three  years.  His  wife  was  Jane,  the 
daughter  of  tavern-keeper  George  Savitz,  by  whom 
he  had  seven  sons  and  three  daughters.  The  former 
were  Edward  F.,  Charles  H.,  Tilghman  H.,  Walter, 
Franklin  B.,  William,  and  Thomas;  the  daughters 
were  Mrs.  Thomas  B.  Wilson,  Mrs.  John  W.  Horn- 
beck,  and  Mrs.  E.  B.  Newhard.  One  of  the  daughters 
of  Mrs.  Wilson  married  the  late  ex-mayor,  Dr.  T. 
Yeager.  One  of  the  sons  of  Mrs.  Hornbeck,  Dr.  M. 
E.   Hornbeck,  is  now   practicing  his  profession   in 


Catasauqua.  The  first  five  of  the  seven  sons  above 
named  became  physicians. 

Edward  F.,  the  eldest  son,  settled  and  practiced  in 
Weaversville.  He  died  there,  leaving  a  son,  Walter, 
who  also  became  a  physician. 

Charles  H.,  the  second  son  of  Jacob,  graduated  at 
the  University  of  Pennsylvania  on  March  6,  1880  (at 
the  same  time  as  his  cousin,  Frederick  A.,  son  of 
George).  He  commenced  practice  in  Allentown,  and 
continued  it  until  his  death,  in  September,  1860.  He 
left  three  sons  who  became  physicians,  viz.,  Dewees 
J.,  Edwin  G.,  and  Henry  F.  The  first  named  grad- 
uated from  the  University  of  Pennsylvania  in  1858, 
practiced  in  New  Jersey  a  few  years,  and  then  settled 
in  Allentown  and  opened  a  drug-store,  which  he 
Carried  on  until  his  death,  in  1874. 

Dr.  Tilghman  H.  Martin  is  the  son  of  Dr.  Jacob 
and  Jane  Savitz  Martin,  and  was  born  in  Allentown 
on  the  6th  of  December,  1809.  He  received  an  aca- 
demic course  in  his  native  town,  and  early  determined 
to  follow  the  professional  career  of  his  father.  He 
soon  after  entered  the  office  of  the  latter  as  a  student 
of  medicine,  and  in  1829  repaired  to  Philadelphia, 
where  he  became  a  private  student  of  Professor  Wil- 
liam Horner,  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
also  attended  a  course  of  lectures  at  the  Philadelphia 
Medical  Institute.  He  graduated  from  the  Medical 
Department  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania  in 
1831,  and,  returning  to  Allentown,  became  associated 
with  his  father,  to  whose  practice  he  succeeded.  He 
was  an  active  member  of  the  Lehigh  County  Medical 
Society,  as  also  of  the  State  Medical  Society.  Dr. 
Martin  was  married  in  1836  to  Miss  Mary,  daughter 
of  Daniel  Kramer,  of  Allentown,  to  whom  were  born 
childreiT, — Alfred  J.,  M.  Eugene,  Daniel  (deceased), 
Harvey  (deceased),  Thomas  T.,  and  two  daughters, 
Eliza  (deceased)  and  Mary  A.  (Mrs.  H.  K.  Hartzel). 
Alfred  J.  graduated  from  the  University  of  Pennsyl- 
vania in  March,  1857,  and  became  associated  with  his 
father  in  practice.  During  the  late  war  their  profes- 
sional services  were  given  gratuitously  to  the  families 
of  soldiers.  Thomas  T.  also  graduated  from  the'  Uni- 
versity of  Pennsylvania  as  a  physician  in  1877,  and 
is  engaged  in  practice  in  Allentown,  his  office  being 
that  formerly  occupied  by  his  father.  M.  Eugene  and 
Daniel  adopted  the  profession  of  dental  surgery,  in 
which  the  former  is  still  engaged.  Dr.  Tilghman  J. 
Martin  was  a  Democrat  in  his  political  affiliations, 
and,  though  not  especially  active  in  the  political  field, 
was  elected  treasurer  of  the  county  of  Lehigh,  and 
filled  various  minor  local  offices.  His  death  occurred 
Nov.  5,  1878,  in  his  sixty-ninth  year. 

Dr.  Edwin  G.  Martin  is  the  son  of  Dr.  Charles  H. 
Martin  and  M.  Angeline  Goundie,  daughter  of  Sebas- 
tian Goundie,  a  prominent  member  of  the  Moravian 
settlement  of  Bethlehem,  Pa.  He  was  born  Oct.  3, 
1836,  in  Allentown,  and  received  his  scholastic  train- 
ing at  the  Allentown  Academy,  under  the  instruction 
of  Professors  McClenehan,  Chandler,  and  Gregory. 
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He  chose  for  his  life-work  the  profession  in  which 
various  members  of  tfiie  family  had  attained  distinc- 
tion, that  of  medicine,  and  first  prosecuted  his  studies 
in  the  office  of  his  father.     Later  he  became  a  student 
of  the  Medical  Department  of  the  University  of  Penn- 
sylvania, from  which  he  graduated  in  the  spring  of 
1856.     He  at  once  became  an  associate  of  his  father, 
to  whose  practice  he  succeeded  at  his  death.     He  has 
since  that  time  been  actively  engaged  in  professional 
labor,  and  enjoys  an  extensive  general  practice,  for 
which  his  thorough  training,  not  less  than  his  abilities, 
have  fitted  him.     Dr.  Martin  is  a  man  of  untiring  in- 
dustry, of  unswerving  integrity,  and  active  and  liberal 
in  the  encouragement  of  all  projects  looking  to  the 
material  advancement  and  prosperity  of  the  city  of 
his  residence.     The  duties  of  his  profession  are  pur- 
sued with  a  kindly  charity  and  benevolence  that  have 
left  their  impress  and  marked  him  as  a  benefactor  to 
the  needy  and  humble.     He  is  a  member  of  the  Lehigh 
Medical  Society  and  of  the  State   Medical  Society. 
He  has  manifested  a  commendable  zeal  in  the  further- 
ance of  all  educational  enterprises,  was  one  of  the 
founders  and  since  its  organization  has  been  secretary 
of  the  board  of  trustees  of  the  Allentown  Female  Col- 
lege, and  was  also  for  years  a  trustee  of  the  Muhlen- 
berg College.     He  is  now  a  trustee  and  secretary  of 
the  board  of  management  of  the  Hospital  for  the  In- 
sane for  the  Southeastern  District  of  Pennsylvania. 
He  is  a  member  and  was  the  first  president  of  the  Le- 
high Valley  Medical  Association.     The  material  and 
business  interests  of  Allentown  have  also  received 
from  him  a  decided  impulse  as  trustee  and  secretary  of 
the  Jordan  Manufacturing  Company,  as  a  stockholder 
of  the  Coopersburg  Turnpike  Company,  the  Bethle- 
hem Turnpike  Company,  and  the  Lehigh  Telegraph 
Company.     He  is  a  director  of  the  Allentown  Na- 
tional Bank,  and  president  of  the  Board  of  Trade. 
He  was   during  the  war   appointed  surgeon  of  the 
Twenty-seventh  Regiment  Pennsylvania  Militia,  and 
mustered  into  service  for  the  emergency.     He  now 
holds  the  commission  of  surgeon  of  the  Fourth  Regi- 
ment of  National  Guards  of  this  State.     As  a  Demo- 
crat, Dr.  Martin  was  elected  mayor  of  Allentown  in 
1880,  his  able  and  judicious  administration  receiving 
the  cordial  indorsement  of  his  party  and  insuring  his 
re-election  in  1882.     He  also  served  a  term  as  coroner. 
He  is  an  enthusiastic  Mason,  has  been  Deputy  Com- 
mander of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Knights  Tem- 
plar of  the  State,  and  was  recently  elected  to  the  high 
office  of  Grand  Commander  of  the  same  body.     In 
religion  he  is  a  Lutheran  and  member  of  St.  John's 
English  Lutheran  Church  of  Allentown.     Dr.  Martin 
was  married  on  the  29th  of  August,  1861,  to  Miss 
Fannie  S.,  daughter  of  the  late  Stephen  Balliet,  of 
Lehigh  County.     Children,  Irene  B.  and  Charles  S. 

Henry,  the  third  son  of  Charles  H.  Martin,  grad- 
uated from  the  University  of  Pennsylvania  in  1858, 
and  practiced  in  Slatington  until  1862.  He  was  during 
the  war  assistant  surgeon  of  the  Ninth  Pennsylvania 


Reserves.     He  emigrated  to  Colorado,  where  he  is 
now  engaged  in  mining  operations. 

Walter,  son  of  Jacob,  graduated  from  the  Univer- 
sity of  Pennsylvania,  and  emigrated  to  California 
where  he  died  on  the  day  of  his  arrival. 

Franklin  B.,  son  of  Jacob,  was  also  a  graduate  of 
the  school  from  which  most  of  the  medical  members 
of  this  family  received  their  diplomas.  He  practiced 
at  Fogelsville,  Whitemarsh,  and  at  Catasauqua,  and 
died  in  the  latter  place. 

II.  George,  the  second  of  Dr.  Christian  Frederick 
Martin's  sons  who  studied  medicine,  after  the  comple- 
tion of  his  studies  with  his  father,  settled,  about  the 
year  1800,  in  Whipton  township,  Montgomei-y  Co. 
where  he  remained  until  1814,  when  he  removed  to 
Whitemarsh.  He  practiced  there  until  1850,  when 
he  moved  to  Philadelphia  and  went  into  retirement. 
He  died  in  that  city  Dec.  8,  1862,  aged  eighty-three 
years.  He  left  three  sons, — Frederick  A.,  Charles, 
and  John  A., — who  became  physicians,  all  receiving 
their  preliminary  education  from  their  father. 

Frederick  A.,  son  of  George,  graduated  from  the 
University  of  Pennsylvania  March  6, 1830,  and  during 
the  next  two  years  practiced  with  his  father  at  White-  ' 
marsh,  but  subsequently  removed  to  Coopersburg, 
where  he  practiced  until  1843.  In  that  year  he  re- 
moved to  Philadelphia,  and  opened  an  office  on  Third 
Street.  In  1850  he  retired  from  the  more  active  duties 
of  his  profession,  and  went  to  Bethlehem,  where  he 
remained  until  1867,  when  he  returned  to  Philadel- 
phia, where  he  now  resides. 

Charles,  son  of  George,  graduated  from  the  Univer- 
sity of  Pennsylvania  in  1833,  and  during  the  next 
three  years  practiced  in  Whitemarsh  and  Mechanics- 
burg.  He  then  relinquished  the  profession,  and 
studied  divinity  at  Gettysburg  Seminary.  He  became 
pastor  of  St.  James'  Episcopal  Church,  in  New  York 
City,  had  charge  of  churches  at  Hageratown  and  other 
places,  and  is  now  at  the  head  of  a  ladies'  seminary 
in  St.  Joseph,  Mo. 

John  A.  (son  of  George),  following  the  family 
predilection,  entered  the  same  university  from  which 
his  brothers  had  graduated,  and  concluded  his  course 
of  study  in  1836.  He  followed  his  profession  about 
ten  years  at  Whitemarsh,  when  his  health  failed  and 
he  removed  to  California,  where  he  practiced,  and 
also  established  a  hospital.  After  an  absence  of  two 
years  he  returned  East,  studied  law  in  Philadelphia, 
and  practiced  at  Norristown  a  few  years.  But  his 
original  taste  for  medicine  seems  to  have  returned, 
for  he  moved  to  Magnolia,  Del.,  and  resumed  its 
practice.  He  died  there,  March  13,  1872,  aged  fifty- 
seven  years. 

III.  Charles  H.,  son  of  Dr.  Christian  Frederick 
Martin,  after  the  completion  of  his  studies  with  his 
father,  settled  in  Allentown,  about  1812,  and  practiced 
there  until  his  death.  May  31, 1844.  He  left  one  son, 
Charles  L.,  who  became  a  physician. 
Charles  Ludwig  Martin,  the  son  of  Dr.  Charles  H. 
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and  Christianna  Huber  Martin,  was  of  German  ante- 
cedents, and  born  in  Allentown  on  the  17th  of  Febru- 
ary, 1821.  He  early  determined  to  follow  the  career 
of  his  ancestors,  and  adopt  a  profession  which  has 
been  represented  in  five  successive  generations  of  the 
family.  After  receiving  a  thorough  academic  educa- 
tion he  entered  the  office  of  his  father,  a  physician  of 
skill  and  reputation,  and  attended  lectures  in  the 
Medical  Department  of  the  University  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, from  which  he  graduated  in  the  spring  of  1841 
with  distinction.  He  at  once  located  .in  Allentown, 
and  for  three  years  assisted  his  father,  to  whose  prac- 
tice he  succeeded  on  his  death,  in  1844.  He  thus 
early  found  opened  to  him  a  wide  career  of  useful- 
ness, and  by  his  skill  and  profound  knowledge  soon 
gained  a  reputation  which  brought  an  extensive 
practice  and  great  responsibilities.  Possessing  a  well- 
stored  and  analytical  mind  and  mature  judgment,  his 
advice  and  counsel  were  frequently  sought  in  consul- 
tation after  he  had  abandoned  active  professional 
labor. 

Dr.  Martin  was,  on  the  20th  of  February,  1845, 
married  to  Miss  Matilda,  daughter  of  Dr.  Henry 
Detwiller,  of  Easton.  Their  children  are  three  daugh- 
ters— Lucy  (Mrs.  Isaac  Ash),  Matilda  (Mrs.  John 
Satterfield),  Lizzie  C.  (Mrs.  A.  B.  Fichter) — and  five 
sons, — Dr.  Constantine  H.,  who  graduated  at  the 
Bellevue  Hospital  Medical  College  of  New  York  in 
1866,  and  at  the  New  York  Homoeopathic  Medical 
College  in  1868 ;  Charles  D.,  who  graduated  at  the 
Bellevue  Hospital  Medical  College  in  1867,  and  is 
associated  with  his  brother  Constantine  H.  in  prac- 
tice in  Allentown ;  Truman  J.,  who  received  his  di- 
ploma from  the  University  of  Pennsylvania  in  1878, 
attended  a  course  in  the  New  York  Homoeopathic 
Medical  College  in  1879,  and  resides  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y. ; 
John  Norton,  who  graduated  from  Lafayette  College, 
Easton,  Pa.,  in  1880,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of 
Lehigh  County  in  1883 ;  and  William  E.,  the  latter  a 
student  of  medicine.  Dr.  Martin  was  a  Republican 
from  the  organization  of  the  party,  having  previously 
been  a  stanch  Whig.  He  on  one  or  two  occasions 
consented  to  the  use  of  his  name  as  a  candidate  for 
official  position,  but  rarely  found  leisure  amid  the  en- 
grossing responsibilities  of  his  profession  for  affairs  of 
public  moment.  He  was  a  man  of  extensive  and 
varied  information.  He  was  fair  and  candid  in  his 
profession,  stooped  to  no  petty  advantage,  employed 
no  unworthy  methods,  and  never  appealed  to  preju- 
dice. His  powers  of  perception  were  keen,  enabling 
him  quickly  to  determinethe  value  of  a  cheerful  and 
hopeful  bearing-  with  his  patients.  This  ready  tact, 
combined  with  a  kindly  and  sympathetic  nature,  in- 
spired strong  confidence  in  his  ministrations.  Dr. 
Martin  was  an  independent  thinker,  and  the  opinions 
be  expressed  on  any  question  of  medicine,  science, 
morals,  or  politics  were  strictly  his  own.  Treating 
the  views  of  others  with  respect,  he  followed  none. 
He  was  a  close  reader  and  thinker,  and  drew  his  own 


deductions.  In  his  intercourse  with  men  his  friend- 
ships were  unfaltering,  while  his  aversions  were 
equally  sturdy.  This  did  not,  however,  affect  his 
generosity  nor  modify  his  kindly  instincts.  He  was 
known  as  a  man  of  integrity,  unblemished,  pure  in 
thought,  honorable  in  motive,  frank,  manly,  and 
gracious  in  all  his  ways.  To  no  trust  was  he  ever 
disloyal,  to  no  principle  recreant,  to  no  friend  insin- 
cere. His  death  occurred  Nov.  26,  1883,  in  his  sixty- 
third  year,  not  less  sincerely  mourned  in  professional 
than  in  private  life. 

Rebecca,  a  daughter  of  Dr.  Charles  H.  Martin, 
became  the  wife  of  Dr.  John  Mickley,  who  settled 
at  Milton,  Northumberland  Co.  Matilda,  another 
daughter,  married  Dr.  John  Romig,  of  whom  a  sketch 
is  given  in  this  chapter. 

IV.  Peter,  the  fourth  son  of  Dr.  Christian  Freder- 
ick Martin  who  chose  to  follow  the  medical  profes- 
sion, after  ■  a  few  years'  practice  with  his  father, 
settled  on  the  Little  Lehigh  River,  in  Macungie 
township,  and  practiced  medicine  in  the  surrounding 
country  until  his  death,  about  1846. 

Mary,  the  daughter  of  Dr.  Christian  Frederick 
Martin,  was  the  wife  of  John  Dickenshied,  and  the 
mother  of  Dr.  Charles  H.  Dickenshied,  and  a  daugh- 
ter of  Dr.  Charles  H.  Martin  became  the  wife  of  Dr. 
Samuel  Young. 

"  About  1794,  Dr.  John  Frederick  Ruhe,  a  native  of 
Germany,  came  to  Allentown,  after  spending  three  or 
four  years  in  New  York  and  Philadelphia.  He  had 
practiced  in  London,  England,  for  about  twenty-seven 
years,  being  an  assistant  to  the  king's  apothecary. 
In  Allentown  he  opened  what  was  the  first  store  ex- 
clusively for  the  sale  of  drugs,  and  his  practice,  as  he 
was  advanced  in  years,  was  confined  to  his  office. 

Some  time  prior  to  1809,  Dr.  James  Jameson  came 
to  what  is  now  Allentown  from  Adams  County.  He 
was  a  large  owner  of  stock  in  the  chain  bridge  which 
was  built  a  few  years  later,  and  he  erected  and  lived 
in  the  toll-house  at  the  end  of  it  with  the  keeper,  and 
had  his  office  there  also.  He  was  considered  a  good 
surgeon  and  had  a  large  drive,  attending  principally 
upon  that  class  of  cases  where  the  knife  rather  than 
physic  was  needed.  He  left  a  son,  James,  who  is  now 
in  Reading; 

Dr.  Charles  F.  Dickenshied  was  one  of  the  old-line 
practitioners  who  enjoyed  great  professional  popu- 
larity through  a  long  period  of  active  duty.  He  was 
born  in  what  is  now  Lower  Milford  township,  near 
Emaus,  Jan.  22,  1791,  and  was  the  son  of  John  and 
Mary  (Martin)  Dickenshied,  his  mother  being  the 
daughter  of  that  progenitor  of  a  famous  family  of 
physicians,  John  Frederick  Martin.  His  father  died 
when  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  eight  years  of  age. 
He  then  lived  in  the  family  of  his  grandfather,  Dr. 
Frederick  Martin,  the  grandfather  of  Dr.  Charles  L. 
Martin.  When  about  eighteen  years  of  age  he  studied 
medicine  with  his  maternal  uncles,  Drs.  Charles  and 
Jacob  Martin.     He  entered  the  Medical  Department 
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of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania  and  attended  the 
lectures  of  such  eminent  doctors  as  the  Bartons, 
James,  and  Physick.  who  in  their  day  ranked  at  the 
head  of  the  profession.  After  his  graduation  in  1817, 
he  practiced  medicine  in  the  Mil  fords  and  surround- 
ing country  and  soon  had  a  large  practice.  He  re- 
mained in  the  profession  until  1868,  when  he  retired 
after  he  had  acquired  a  handsome  competency.  He 
was  a  strict  allopath.  He  relinquished  his  practice  to 
his  sons,  Drs.  J.  H.  and  Charles  Dickenshied,  the  lat- 
ter of  whom  died  at  the  Trappe,  in  Montgomery 
County,  thirty  odd  years  ago.  In  1858  he  moved  to 
Allentown,  which  has  been  his  home  since.  With 
the  exception  of  a  few  years,  he  has  lived  all  the  time 
at  his  late  residence.  When  the  war  of  1812  broke 
out  he  entered  the  service  as  a  surgeon's  mate,  and  he 
was  one  of  the  latest  lingering  veterans  of  that  war. 
He  died  Oct.  24,  1881,  at  the  age  of  eighty-nine  years 
and  twenty-six  days,  probably  the  oldest  male  citizen 
of  Allentown  at  that  time.  He  left  four  children,  one 
son  and  three  daughters.  They  are  Dr.  J.  H.  Dicken- 
shied, of  Lower  Milford,  Mrs.  Dr.  Samuel  Young, 
Mrs.  Rev.  N.  S.  Strassburger,  and  Miss  Rebecca 
Dickenshied.  His  wife  survives,  and  is  eighty-four 
years  of  age.  She  is  a  sister  of  Michael  D.  Eberhard, 
who  is  eighty-five. 

Dr.  Samuel  Young,  a  native  of  Upper  Saucon,  who 
has  been  spoken  of  as  a  son-in-law  of  Dr.  Charles  F. 
Dickenshied,  was  a  regularly  educated  physician,  who 
began  practice  at  Cold  Brook,  Bucks  Co.,  subsequently 
removed  to  Milford,  and  in  1872  to  Allentown,  where 
he  died  in  1883,  in  his  seventy-fourth  year. 

Dr.  Charles  Dickenshied,  son  of  Charles  F.,  had  a 
son  Charles,  who  became  a  physician,  and  now  prac- 
tices in  Trenton. 

Dr.  Samuel  Young,  who  married  a  daughter  of  Dr. 
Charles  F.  Dickenshied,  had  a  son  Oliver,  who  prac- 
ticed medicine  in  Berks  County,  and  died  there  in 
1863. 

Dr.  John  H.  Dickenshied  is  a  grandson  of  John 
Dickenshied,  who  settled  in  Milford  township,  Lehigh 
Co.,  where  he  was  industriously  employed  as  a  sad- 
dler. He  was  united  in  marriage  to  a  Miss  Martin, 
and  had  children, — ^Charles  F.,  Mary  (Mrs.  KlotzJ, 
and  Elizabeth  (Mrs.  Paul  Knauss).  Charles  F.  was 
born  in  Upper  Milford  township,  Sept.  29, 1792,  where 
much  of  his  life  was  spent.  He  early  chose  medicine 
as  a  profession,  graduated  at  the  Medical  Department 
of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  and  after  a  brief 
interval  of  practice  at  adjacent  points  in  Lehigh 
County,  located  in  Upper  Milford,  where  he  pursued 
his  profession  uninterruptedly  for  a  period  uf  forty 
years.  Dr.  Dickenshied  was  regarded  as  a  successful 
practitioner,  well  skilled  in  the  healing  art.  He  even- 
tually removed  to  Allentown  and  retired  from  active 
labor.  He  married  Annie  Catherine  Eberhard,  daugh- 
ter of  Henry  Eberhard,  of  Allentown,  and  had  chil- 
dren,— Anna  Maria  (Mrs.  Samuel  Young),  Diana 
(Mrs.  N.  8.  Strausberger),  Charles  H.,  Rebecca  M.,  I 


and  John  H.   The  death  of  Dr.  Dickenshied  occurred 
in  October,  1881.     His  son,  John  H.,  was  born  June 
4, 1826,  on  the  homestead  in  Upper  Milford,  the  home 
of  his  boyhood  having  been  also  his  residence  in  later 
years.      He  was  educated  at  Allentown  and  the  Aca- 
demic Department  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania, 
and   choosing   the    profession    of   medicine,  entered 
the  office  of  his  father  as  a  student.     He  graduated 
from  the  Medical  Department  of  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania  in  1847,  and   at  once  became  identi- 
fied with  the  active  practice  of  medicine  as  associate 
with  his  father.      On  the  removal  of  the  latter  to 
Allentown  in  1857,  the  doctor  assumed  control  of  the 
whole  field  of  labor.     His  thorough  course  of  study, 
excellent  judgment,  and  wide  experience  from  years 
of  practice  have  placed  him  among  the  leading  phy- 
sicians of  the  county  in  point  of  skill  and  reputa- 
tion.    The  doctor,  in  November,  1856,  married  Miss 
Amanda  M.,  daughter  of  George  Steinman,  and  has 
children, — Eugene  H.,  Emm.a  S.,  Ida  M.,  Frederick 
S.,  Agnes  L.,  Annie   C,  Charles   F.,  and   Mary  E. 
Eugene  H.,  after  graduating  at  the  Medical  Depart- 
ment of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  became  as- 
sociated with  his  father,  and  divides  the  labor  attend- 
ing their  very  extended  practice.     Dr.  Dickenshied 
many  years  since  became  a  member  of  the  Lehigh  , 
County  Medical  Society.   He  is  a  director  of  the  Fii'st 
National  Bank  of  Allentown,  and  one  of  the  board 
of  managers  of  the  Goshenhoppen  Mutual  Fire  In- 
surance Company.    He  finds  little  leisure  for  matters 
of  political  concern,  though  a  Republican  in  politics. 
Both  he  dnd  Mrs.  Dickenshied  are  members  of  the 
German  Reformed  Church. 

Dr.  George  Van  Buskirk,  who  attended  lectures  as 
early  as  1801-2  at  the  University  of  Pennsylvania 
and  the  Jefferson  Medical  College,  practiced  at  Mil- 
lerstown  during  the  war  of  1812,  and  subsequently 
removed  to  Pottstown.  A  son  now  practices  dentis- 
try in  Allentown. 

Dr.  Jonas  Rothrock,  a  native  of  Northamptou 
County,  after  attending  a  course  or  so  of  lectures,  be- 
gan practicing  in  1818  at  Freemansburg,  and  soon 
afterwards  moved  to  Macungie,  where  he  followed 
his  profession  for  a  short  period.  He  removed  to 
Haines  Hill,  in  Berks  County,  where  he  died,  after 
keeping  a  tavern  for  a  number  of  years. 

Dr.  Jacob  Stine,  a  native  of  Allentown,  studied 
with  Dr.  Charles  H.  Martin  during  the  years  1816-18, 
and  afterwards  practiced  ten  or  fifteen  years,  or  until' 
his  death.     The  attorney,  Jacob  Stine,  is  his  son. 

Dr.  Matthias  began  practice  at  Millerstown  about 
1820,  after  being  for  a  short  time  at  Trexlerstown. 
He  was  popular  and  had  fine  abilities.  About  1825 
he  left  for  Philadelphia,  selling  his  practice  to  Dr. 
James  B.  Hahu,  who  five  or  six  years  later  removed 
to  New  York  State. 

About  1821,  Dr.  Zangerly,  a  native  of  Germany, 
who  had  graduated  at  Philadelphia,  commenced  prac- 
tice in   Lynnville,   Lynn   township,  and  continued 
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until  his  death  in  1859,  achieving  the  reputation  of 
being  an  unusually  good  physician. 

Dr.  Christopher  Hoffstetter,  a  native  of  Wiirtem- 
berg,  came  to  Emaus  about  1825,  and  about  1836  re- 
moved to  Illinois,  where  a  few  years  subsequently  he 
found  the  ills  of  life  unbearable  and  committed 
suicide. 

Dr.  Griffith  Schall,  who  practiced  in  Lehigh  County 
for  a  very  long  period,  was  a  native  of  New  York 
State,  and  was  born  in  the  year  1800.  He  was  a 
graduate  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  and  im- 
mediately afterwards  began  practice  in  Heidelberg. 
In  1829  he  succeeded  Dr.  John  Eomig,  in  Fogelsville, 
and  about  1850  removed  to  Hecktown,  where  he 
practiced  until  within  a  few  months  of  his  death, 
which  occurred  in  1882.  His  practice  had  extended 
through  sixty  years.  He  left  a  son,  Joseph  Schall, 
who  is  now  a  physician  in  Meadville,  Crawford  Co., 
Pa.  A  son,  William,  studied  with  his  father,  and 
practiced  a  few  years,  but  died  in  early  manhood. 

Dr.  Henry  Schall,  a  brother  of  the  subject  of  the 
foregoing  mention,  born  in  New  York  State,  was 
also  a  graduate  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania. 
He  practiced  in  Saegersville  and  in  Heidelberg  town- 
ship. He  died  in  1837,  aged  thirty-eight.  His  wife, 
Rachel  Steckel,  being  aware  that  his  end  was  near, 
his  disease  being  consumption,  studied  medicine  with 
her  husband,  and  upon  his  death  took  up  his  practice 
and  supported  her  family  of  six  children.  Three  sons 
were  sent  to  and  graduated  from  the  Jefferson  Medi- 
cal College,  becoming  physicians.  John  D.  settled  at 
home,  and  there  followed  his  profession.  Griffith 
H.  located  near  Lehighton,  in  Carbon  County,  after- 
wards moving  to  Slatington,  where  he  died  in  1881. 
James  practiced  in  Whitehall  and  Breinigsville,  re- 
moved to  Meadville,  Pa.,  and  subsequently  to  Texas, 
where  he  died  about  1866,  aged  thirty-five  years. 

Dr.  Jesse  Griffith  was  quite  a  well-known  prac- 
titioner in  Millerstown  and  vicinity  for  eight  or  ten 
years  succeeding  1830.  He  came  from  and  returned 
to  Philadelphia. 

Dr.  Joseph  Young,  a  native  of  Bavaria,  who  studied 
medicine  and  graduated  at  Freiburg,  in  the  Grand 
Duchy  of  Baden,  came  to  this  country  about  1830, 
and  three  years  later  settled  in  Emaus.  After  prac- 
ticing there  a  few  years  he  returned  to  his  native  land, 
and  marrying  there,  brought  his  bride  to  this  country 
and  settled  in  Macungie  in  1842.  Four  years  later 
he  removed  to  Milwaukee,  where  he  spent  the  re- 
mainder of  his  life. 

Dr.  William  F.  Danowsky,  of  Poland,  who  studied 
medicine,  graduated,  and  married  in  his  native  land, 
came  to  this  country  in  1836,  after  serving  as  phy- 
sician and  surgeon  on  a  Polish  whaler  for  eighteen 
months.  He  settled  in  the  Saucon  Valley,  where  he 
practiced  for  a  short  time,  and  then  moved  to  Emaus, 
where  he  remained  a  number  of  years.  He  then  lo- 
cated in  Allentown,  and  in  1853  commenced  the 
manufacture  on  a  small  scale  of  illuminating  gas. 
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This  resulted  in  the  establishment  of  the  Allentown 
gas-works,  of  which  Dr.  Danowsky  may  be  considered 
the  founder.'  In  1860  he  went  to  live  on  a  farm  in 
Union  County,  but  subsequently  returned  to  Allen- 
town, where  he  died  in  1875.  Dr.  E.  J.  Danowsky, 
druggist,  is  his  son. 

Dr.  Christian  F.  Schultz,  a  native  of  Brunswick, 
Germany,  who  graduated  in  medicine  in  Utrecht, 
Holland,  and  in  anatomy  from  a  school  of  his  native 
town,  came  to  this  country  in  1840  and  settled  in 
Emaus  as  a  partner  with  Dr.  William  Danowsky.  In 
1842  he  removed  to  Maryland,  and  thence  to  the  West 
Indies,  but  in  1844  returned  to  this  country  and  again 
located  at  Emaus,  where  he  still  lives. 

John  Eomig,  M.D.,  was  descended  from  a  family 
of  German  origin  which  early  emigrated  to  America. 
John  Adam,  the  grandfather  of  the  doctor,  was  a 
resident  of  Lehigh  County,  where  his  son  John  was 
born,  and  followed  during  his  active  life  the  business 
of  a  miller.  He  married  Hannah  Koehler,  of  the 
same  county,  and  had  children, — Joseph,  Peter,  John, 
Charles,  William  J.,  Judith,  Rebecca,  and  Mary. 
John,  the  subject  of  this  biographical  sketch,  was 
born  Jan.  8,  1804,  in  what  is  now  known  as  Centre 
Valley,  Lehigh  Co.  Here  and  at  Allentown  the 
years  of  his  youth  were  spent  in  pursuit  of  such 
advantages  of  education  as  were  afforded  by  the 
schools  of  the  day.  In  the  fall  of  1820,  when  seven- 
teen years  of  age,  having  decided  upon  a  professional 
career,  he  entered  the  office  of  Dr.  William  I.  C. 
Baum,  formerly  of  Reading,  who  had  recently  re- 
moved to  Allentown,  as  a  student  of  medicine.  His 
studies  were  continued  under  his  preceptor  for  four 
years,  during  which  period  three  courses  of  lectures 
were  attended  at  the  Medical  Department  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Pennsylvania,  where  he  graduated  in  1825. 
Fogelsville  was  the  scene  Of  his  earliest  professional 
labors,  after  which  he  removed  to  Allentown,  and  in 
1838  engaged  in  active  practice  of  a  general  character. 
With  the  exception  of  a  brief  interval  as  a  prac- 
titioner in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  it  has  since  been 
his  residence.  He  was  married  in  1826  to  Miss  Eliza 
Fogel,  daughter  of  Solomon  Fogel,  of  Fogelsville, 
whose  death  occurred  in  1828,  when  he  was  again 
married  in  1830  to  Miss  S.  Matilda  Martin,  of  Allen- 
town, to  whom  were  born  a  large  family  of  children. 
The  survivors  are  John,  William  H.,  George  M., 
Hannah  L.  (Mrs.  Joshua  Hunt),  Anna  J.  (Mrs. 
Joseph  Hunt),  and  Matilda.  The  death  of  Mrs. 
Romig  occurred  Oct.  2,  1883.  The  professional  labors 
of  Dr.  Romig  in  Lehigh  County  extended  over  a 
period  of  more  than  half  a  century,  during  which 
time  he  enjoyed  a  large  family  practice,  and  was  re- 
garded as  a  physician  of  skill,  discretion,  and  a  wide 
experience.  In  response  to  the  demands  of  his  pa- 
tients, and  in  accordance  with  his  convictions.  Dr. 
Romig,   in   1834,   embraced    the    principles    of   the 

1  See  history  of  Allentown. 
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homoeopathic  school,  to  which  for  a  brief  period  he 
devoted  himself  exclusively.  In  connection  with  Dr. 
Constantine  Hering,  of  Philadelphia,  and  Dr.  H.  Det- 
willer,  of  Easton,  he  in  1836  established  the  North 
American  Academy  of  Homoeopathy  at  AUentown, 
which  was  the  first  homo3opathio  school  of  medicine 
in  America.  He  graduated  from  this  institution  on 
the  14th  of  August,  1838,  and  subsequently,  as  one  of 
its  faculty,  filled  the  chair  of  obstetrics. 

In  1880  he  retired  from  active  practice,  having  been 
succeeded  by  his  sons,  Drs.  William  H.  and  George 
M.  Romig,  the  former  of  whom  graduated  from  the 
Medical  Department  of  the  University  of  Pennsyl- 
vania in  1867,  and  from  the  Hahnemann  Medical 
College  in  1871.  George  M.  received  his  diploma 
from  the  University  of  Pennsylvania  in  1868,  and 
from  the  Hahnemann  Medical  College  in  1870.  They 
are  exponents  in  the  practice  of  both  schools  of  med- 
icine. 

Dr.  Eomig  was  early  made  a  member  of  the  State 
Medical  Society,  though  in  later  years  not  among  its 
active  workers.  His  political  convictions  are  in  har- 
mony with  the  platform  of  the  Eepublican  party, 
though  he  has  found  little  leisure  for  participation  in 
the  exciting  arena  of  politics.  He  has  been  for  years 
an  elder  of  the  Pre.sbyterian  Church  of  AUentown. 

Dr.  William  J.  Eomig,  one  of  the  best  known  med- 
ical men  of  the  county,  was  a  younger  brother  of 
Dr.  John  Eomig,  and  was  born  June  18,  1821.  He 
studied  with  bis  brother  and  at  Jefferson  Medical 
College,  and  commenced  practice  at  Catasauqua, 
though  he  subsequently  located  at  AUentown.  He 
retired  from  practice  in  1872,  and  was  preparing  to 
resume  when  he  died  suddenly  of  pneumonia  on  April 
10,  1883,  aged  nearly  sixty-two  years.  Dr.  Eomig  was 
favorably  thought  of  in  a  very  wide  circle,  not  less  for 
his  qualities  as  a  man  than  because  of  his  abilities  as 
a  physician.  He  was  one  of  the  earliest  and  sturdiest 
leaders  in  the  anti-slavery  movement,  and  was  fore- 
most in  almost  every  good  cause,  deeply  interested  in 
Christianity  and  the  welfare  of  the  church,  a  strong 
advocate  of  temperance,  and  a  vigorous  agitator  for 
the  advance  of  the  cause.  Dr.  Eomig  was  twice  mar- 
ried. His  first  wife,  with  whom  he  was  united  Dec. 
9, 1845,  was  Miss  Mary  Eoyer,  of  AUentown,  by  whom 
he  had  four  children.  He  was  married  to  his  second 
wife,  Miss'L.  Anna  Matthews,  of  Philadelphia,  Jan. 
2,  1855. 

The  first  person  who  attended  to  the  medicinal 
wants  of  the  people  in  Weissenberg  and  the  surround- 
ing country  was  the  Eev.  John  Helfrich.  His  suc- 
cessor was  his  son,  Dr.  John  Henry  Helfrich,  who 
was  a  very  successful  physician  and  enjoyed  a  large 
practice. 

Dr.  Frederick  A.  Wallace,  of  Easton,  went  to 
Hynemansville,  in  Weissenberg  to.wuship,  in  1845 
and  practiced  there  until  1850,  when  he  moved  to 
Philadelphia.  Subsequently  he  removed  to  Fox 
Lake,  Wis.,  where  he  now  lives.    He  was  succeeded 


by  Dr.  Frank  Nice  in  1852.  Dr.  Frederick  Seiber- 
ling,  now  of  Lynn  township,  practiced  in  Weis.senberg 
about  eight  years,  dating  from  1862,  and  H.  A.  Saylor 
for  four  years  subsequent  to  1871,  when  he  served  a 
term  as  prothonotary  of  Lehigh  County,  and  then  re- 
turned to  Hynemansville  and  resumed  the  duties  of 
his  profession.  Dr.  Joshua  Seiberling  began  practice 
in  this  locality  in  1875,  and  Dr.  John  Brunner  about 
the  same  time. 

Joshua  Kern,  a  native  of  North  Whitehall,  studied 
medicine  with  Dr.  John  Eomig,  of  AUentown,  and 
graduated  in  1846  from  the  Jefferson  Medical  Col- 
lege, commencing  practice  immediately  afterward  at 
what  is  now  Orefield,  in  South  Whitehall.  He  is  .itill 
in  practice. 

Thomas  B.  Cooper,  the  son  of  Peter  and  Susaiiiiaii 
Cooper,  was  born  Dec.  29,  1823,  at  Coopersburg, 
Lehigh  Co.,  Pa.  He,  after  a  preliminary  course  of 
study,  received  a  thorough  scholastic  training  at  the 
Pennsylvania  College,  Gettysburg,  and,  choosing 
medicine  as  a  profession,  entered  the  Medical  De- 
partment of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  from 
which  he  graduated  on  the  1st  of  March,  1843.  He 
was,  on  the  14th  of  October,  1845,  married  to  Miss 
Elmina  C.  Shantz,  whose  children  are  Alice  Blanche, 
Oscar  F.,  Tilghman  S.,  Llewellyn  H.,  Thomas  E.,  and 
Elmina. 

Dr.  Cooper  began  his  professional  career  at  Coopers- 
burg, and  very  speedily  achieved  both  reputation  and 
an  extended  practice.  His  love  for  his  profession  was 
strong,  and  his  ability  to  respond  to  the  demands  of  a 
great  number  of  patients  so  remarkable  that  his  field 
of  labor  was  supplied  on  his  death  by  four  physicians, 
with  practice  sufficient  for  each. 

The  doctor,  as  a  relaxation  from  the  arduous  duties 
of  his  profession,  devoted  much  attention  to  the  politi- 
cal issues  of  the  day.  As  a  Democrat,  he  was  in  1860 
elected  to  Congress  from  the  Sixth  Congressional  Dis- 
trict, composed  of  Lehigh  and  Bucks  Counties,  the 
canvass  being  a  very  closely  contested  one,  and  suc- 
cess the  result  of  his  untiring  energy  and  personal 
popularity. 

Dr.  Cooper,  in  his  business  methods,  was  thorough 
and  upright,  and  in  all  his  professional  career  keenly 
alive  to  the  important  interests  intrusted  to  his  skill 
and  judgment.  He  possessed  a  vigorous  mind,  acute 
perceptions,  and  great  energy.  In  his  religious  pref- 
erences he  was  a  Lutheran,  having  connected  himself 
with  that  church  while  a  student  at  Gettysburg.  His 
death  occurred  April  4, 1862,  at  his  home  in  Coopers- 
burg. 

Dr.  William  Herbst  is  of  German  parentage,  his 
grandfather,  John,  having  been  a  manufacturer  of 
German  cloths  in  Mueselwitz,  Saxony.  Among  his 
children  were  two  sons,  who  emigrated  to  America, 
—John  G.,  a  resident  of  Northampton  County,  and 
Frederick  William,  who  graduated  from  the  Jef- 
ferson Medical  College,  Philadelphia,  in  1827,  and 
settled  in  Pike  township,  Berks  Co.,  where  he  prac- 
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ticed  for  a  continuous  period  of  forty  years.  Later 
in  life  the  city  of  Reading  became  his  home,  where 
his  death  occurred  in  1880. 

He  married  Miss  Catharine,  daughter  of  George 
Schall,  of  Pike  township,  Berks  Co.,  and  had  chil- 
dren,—George,  Mary  (wifeof  Rev. G.  A.  Hinterleitner, 
of  Pottsville,  Pa.),  William,  Hannah  (Mrs.  E.  W.Gil- 
bert, of  Reading),  and  John  (deceased).  William 
was  born  Sept.  24,  1833,  in  Pike  township,  Berks  Co., 
and  received  his  education  at  the  Williston  Seminary, 
Easthampton,  Mass.,  after  which  he  began  the  study 
of  medicine,  and  graduated  from  the  Jefferson  Medi- 
cal College,  Philadelphia,  in  1855.  He  located  at 
Trexlertown,  Upper  Macungie  township,  and  has 
since  enjoyed  an  extended  practice.  His  skillful  treat- 
ment of  the  many  forms  of  disease  has  brought  him 
into  intimate  professional  relations  with  the  leading 
families  in  a  large  area  of  territory,  and  given  him 
an  exclusive  field  in  the  village  of  his  residence, 
where  he  is  the  only  physician.  The  doctor  has  made 
a  specialty  of  the  science  of  botany,  his  attainments 
having  secured  for  him  a  professor's  chair  in  Muhlen- 
berg College,  Allentown,  which  he  filled  for  seven 
years.  He  has  been  since  1860  a  member  of  both 
the  State  and  County  Medical  Societies.  He  was  for 
thirteen  years  associated  with  the  Lehigh  County 
almshouse  as  physician.  The  doctor  was  married,  in 
1858,  to  Elnora  B.,  daughter  of  David  Schall,  of 
Trexlertown.  Their  children  are  H.  Herbert,  a  grad- 
uate of  Muhlenberg  College,  and  of  the  medical  de- 
partment of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  who  is 
a  practitioner  at  Wilmington,  Del.,  and  one  daughter, 
Oarrie.  Dr.  Herbst  is  a  director  of  the  Allentown 
National  Bank,  and  actively  identified  with  the  busi- 
ness interests  of  the  township  in  which  he  resides. 
In  religion  he  is  a  Lutheran,  and  member  of  the 
Lutheran  Church  of  Trexlertown.  In  politics  he  is 
a  Democrat,  but  not  active  in  the  arena  of  politics. 

Aaron  Miller,  M.D.,  traces  his  lineage  for  several 
generations  to  Christian  Miller,  Sr.,  who  was  born 
June  5,  1706,  and  died  July  11,  1785.  His  son 
Christian,  Jr.,  was  born  Jan.  6,  1741,  and  died  Oct. 
24,  1763.  The  birth  of  Peter,  son  of  the  last  named, 
and  grandfather  of  Dr.  Aaron  Miller,  occurred  Jan. 
19,  1772,  and  his  death  Aug.  22,  1855.  He  was 
married  to  Maria  Bachman,  daughter  of  Nicholas 
Bachman,  with  whom  he  spent  sixty-two  years  of 
married  life.  His  son  Peter  was  born  Dec.  4,  1802, 
and  married  Magdalena,  daughter  of  the  late  Joseph 
Saeger.  Their  children  are  Maria  L.  (married  to 
Levi  Krauss),  William  F.  Miller  (deceased),  Matilda 
(married  to  Hon.  Samuel  J.  Kistler),  Joseph  F. 
Miller  (deceased),  Owen  H.  Miller,  Aaron  S.  Miller, 
M.D.,  Edward  P.  Miller,  M.D.,  Sophia  R.  (married 
to  Dr.  William  G.  M.  Seiple,  of  Lehighton),  and 
Sarah  A.  Miller  (deceased). 

Aaron,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  born  July  1, 
1839,  in  Saegersville,  Lehigh  Co.,  Pa.,  where  his  early 
life  was  passed.     He  received  his  earliest  education  at 


the  village  school,  and  later  became  a  pupil  of  the 
leading  school  of  Allentown,  after  which  he  prose- 
cuted his  studies  at  Kingston,  Luzerne  Co.,  Pa.  He 
early  decided  upon  a  professional  career,  and  in  1859 
began  the  study  of  medicine  with  Dr.  David  0. 
Mosser,  of  Breinigsville,  Lehigh  Co.,  which  was 
continued  with  Dr.  D.  D.  Shade,  of  Steinsville,  Pa. 
He  attended  lectures  at  the  Medical  College  of  the 
University  of  New  York,  and  graduated  from  that 
institution  in  the  spring  of  1862.  He  first  located  at 
Germansville,  Pa.,  and  after  a  successful  practice  of 
two  years  removed  to  Saegersville,  where  he  has  since 
followed  his  profession.  From  the  first  Dr.  Miller 
enjoyed  an  extended  practice,  which  has  also  been 
successful  and  lucrative.  Like  most  country  prac- 
titioners he  engages  in  a  general  practice,  including 
such  occasional  cases  of  surgery  as  come  under  his 
observation.  He  is  a  close  student,  drawing,  his 
wisdom  not  less  from  experience  than  from  intelli- 
gent reading  of  the  standard  works  of  the  day.  The 
doctor  was  married  in  1863,  to  Miss  Sarah  K.,  daugh- 
ter of  William  Mosser,  of  Albany,  Berks  Co.  Their 
children  are  Cora  A.,  Peter  W.,  Maggie  S.,  Sophia 
R.,  and  Franklin  A.  The  doctor  is  in  politics  a  Re- 
publican, but  so  exclusively  devoted  to  his  profession 
as  to  have  little  leisure  for  matters  of  public  concern. 
He  is  the  owner  of  a  productive  farm,  and  is  also  a 
director  of  the  Saegersville  Slate  Mining  and  Manu- 
facturing Company,  and  engaged  in  other  business 
operations.  He  is  in  religion  a  member  of  the  Ger- 
man Reformed  Church,  of  Heidelberg. 

Jacob  S.  Shimer,  M.D.,  son  of  Charles  B.  Shimer, — 
born  in  Shimersville,  in  Upper  Milford,  April  4, 1836, 
— studied  medicine  in  the  University  of  Pennsylvania, 
andgraduated  in  the  spring  of  1857.  The  same  year 
he  entered  into  partnership  with  Dr.  Samuel  R.  Rit- 
tenhouse,  in  Macungie,  where  he  practiced  medicine 
for  eleven  months.  Married  the  same  year  Miss  Caro- 
lina C.  Smith,  of  Philadelphia.  Removed  in  the  year 
1858  to  Bethlehem,  where  he  practiced  his  profession 
for  only  a  few  months,  and  removed  to  his  native 
place  (Shimersville),  and  practiced  medicine  for  about 
six  years.  He  sold  his  property  in  1865  to  Dr.  A. 
M.  Sigmund.  In  1863  Dr.  Shimer  united  himself 
with  the  Evangelical  Association,  and  was  licensed 
in  the  spring  of  1866  as  a  minister  of  the  gospel.  He 
continued  to  preach  the  gospel  in  several  circuits 
of  the  church,  in  Montgomery  County,  Camden, 
N.  J.,  and  Philadelphia  for  several  years.  He  was 
then  compelled  to  resign  his  ministerial  charge  on 
account  of  poor  health,  and  returned  to  his  medical 
profession,  and  is  since  practicing  medicine  in  Phila- 
delphia. Besides  his  medical  business,  he  has  been 
since  1880  a  corresponding  editor  of  a  non-sectarian 
quarterly  magazine,  Vierteljahrsohrift  fur  Wissenschaft- 
liche  und  Praktuchc  Theologie  (in  German),  published 
by  Lauer  &  Yost,  Cleveland,  Ohio. 

Dr.  Albert  M.  Sigmund,  son  of  Frederick  Sigmund, 
the  ironmaster,  was  born  in  Upper  Milford  on  Feb. 
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27,  1839.  He  studied  medicine  in  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  graduated  in  1860 ;  went  in  prac- 
tice the  same  year  with  Dr.  J.  H.  Dickensheid,  in 
Lower  Milford;  went  the  same  year,  when  his  father 
died,  in  partnership  with  his  brother  Henry,  and  pur- 
chased their  father's  furnace  (Hampton  Furnace),  and 
became  also  an  ironmaster.  In  1863  he  was  commis- 
sioned surgeon  in  the  Union  army  for  about  two  years. 
In  1865  he  purchased  the  residence  of  Dr.  Jacob  S. 
Shimer,  situated  in  Shimersville,  where  he  practiced 
medicine  over  seven  years,  and  died  April  10,  1872, 
aged  thirty-three  years,  one  month,  thirteen  days. 

Dr.  Theodore  C.  Yeager,  son  of  the  Rev.  Joshua 
Yeager,  studied  medicine  with  Dr.  Charles  L.  Mar- 
tin, of  Allentown ;  graduated  from  the  University 
of  Pennsylvania,  and  practiced  in  Allentown  until 
his  death,  Jan.  14, 1874,  at  the  age  of  thirty-five  years. 
He  was  elected  mayor  of  the  city  in  1873. 

Dr.  Charles  Appel,  born  in  1841,  studied  medicine 
in  the  Pennsylvania  University,  and  went  in  practice 
in  1872  in  Zionsville,  in  Upper  Milford,  and  is  still 
practicing  there. 

Dr.  Robert  C.  King,  born  in  1854  in  Northampton 
County,  studied  medicine  in  the  University  of  Penn- 
sylvania ;  graduated  in  1875.  During  the  last  eight 
years  he  has  been  a  practicing  physician  in  Limeport, 
in  Lower  Milford. 

History  of  Homoeopathy  in  Lehigh  County.'— 
Homoeopathy  was  introduced  into  Lehigh  County, 
in  the  fall  of  the  year  1830,  by  two  Lehigh  County 
men.  Dr.  John  Romig,  of  Allentown,  and  Rev.  John 
Helfrich,  of  Weiasenberg  township.  Dr.  Romig,  who 
remains  with  us  to  this  day  as  one  of  our  most  es- 
teemed citizens,  had  up  to  that  time  been  an  allo- 
pathic physician.  As  such  he  was  very  popular  and 
had  a  large  practice.  Rev.  Helfrich  ministered  to 
the  spiritual  wants  of  several  congregations  in  this 
and  adjoining  counties.  Both  gentlemen  had  been 
induced  to  take  up  the  new  system  of  medicine  by 
Dr.  William  Wesselhoeft,  of  Bath,  Northampton  Co., 
who,  before  his  conversion,  had  also  been  an  allo- 
pathic physician  of  great  ability. 

Dr.  Wesselhoeft  was  among  the  first  homoeopathic 
physicians  in  this  country,  and  became  an  enthusiastic 
advocate  of  the  new  system.  He  had  seen  the  evil 
effects  of  allopathic  practice,  and  with  indomitable 
will  set  himself  to  the  task  of  making  a  change  for 
the  better.  It  was  in  the  fall  of  the  year  1830  that  he 
began  to  make  weekly  visits  to  the  house  of  Rev.  Hel- 
frich, in  Weissenberg,  for  the  purpose  of  instructing 
the  latter  in  homfflopathic  practice.  Here  a  number 
of  patients  were  regularly  present,  so  that  the  new 
healing  system  could  at  once  be  put  to  a  practical  test. 
The  results  of  this  clinic  and  dispensary  were  very 
encouraging,  and  these  meetings  were  kept  up  until 
Aug.  23,  1834.  On  this  day  was  organized  a  society, 
known  as  "  The  Homoepathic  Society  of  Northampton 
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and  Adjacent  Counties,"  which,  of  course,  included 
Lehigh.  The  members  from  Lehigh  were,  besides 
Dr.  Romig  and  Rev.  Helfrich,  two  German  physicians, 
Dr.  Joseph  Pulte  and  Dr.  Adolph  Bauer.  Dr.  Pulte 
had  hitherto  practiced  in  the  village  of  Trexlertown 
for  a  short  time  as  a  homoeopath.  He  is  now  living 
in  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  where  he  is  considered  one  of  the 
foremost  homoepathists  of  the  city,  and  where  the  Pulte 
Homoeopathic  Medical  College  has  been  established 
in  his  honor.  Dr.  Bauer  practiced  homoeopathy  for  a 
short  time  in  Lynn  township,  this  county. 

The  Homoeopathic  Society  held  regular  meetings 
at  Bethlehem,  Allentown,  and  at  the  residences  of 
its  members.  Its  objects  were  the  advancement  of 
homoeopathy  among  the  profession,  interchange  of 
experience,  and  mutual  improvement.  The  result  of 
these  meetings  was  the  establishment  of  a  homoeo- 
pathic school  at  Allentown,  which  its  founders  called 
"  The  North  American  Academy  of  the  Homoepathic 
Healing  Art."  This  was  the  first  homceopathic  medical 
college  in  the  world.  It  was  founded  on  the  10th  of 
April,  1835,  the  eightieth  anniversary  of  the  birth 
of  Dr.  Hahnemann,  the  celebrated  founder  of  the 
homoeopathic  system. 

Some  time  previous  to  this  Dr.  Constantine  Hering 
had  begun  the  practice  of  homoeopathy  in  Philadel- 
phia. He  was  requested  to  come  to  Allentown  and 
be  president  of  the  new  college.  He  accepted  the 
call,  and  became  the  leading  spirit  of  the  institution. 
The  faculty  of  the  academy  comprised  the  following 
gentlemen :  Drs.  Hering,  William  Wesselhoeft,  E. 
Freytag,  John  Romig,  J.  H.  Pulte,  and  Henry  Det- 
willer.  The  last  named  resided  at  Hellertown,  North- 
ampton Co.  He  was  the  man  who,  on  the  24th  of 
July,  1828,  had  prescribed  the  first  dose  of  homceo- 
pathic medicine  ever  given  in  this  State.  The  remedy 
was  Pulsatilla,  and  was  given  to  a  lady  at  Bethlehem 
on  whom  several  doctors  had  tried  all  their  remedies 
without  success.  Dr.  Detwiller  cured  her  very  speedily 
by  the  use  of  the  above-named  remedy. 

The  course  of  instruction  followed  in  the  Homoeo- 
pathic Academy  was  of  a  high  standard,  and  given 
entirely  in.  German.  Its  annual  session  lasted  from 
the  1st  of  November  to  the  31st  of  August.  The 
buildings  occupied  by  the  school  were  three  stories 
high,  and  had  two  wings,  each  sixty  by  forty  feet. 
While  it  was  in  operation  several  homoeopathic  books 
were  translated  from  the  German,  and  a  monthly  jour- 
nal known  as  the  Correspondaizblatt  der  Homoopatk- 
ischeii  Airzte  was  published. 

The  academy  continued  to  flourish  for  about  six 
years,  when,  unfortunately,  its  treasurer,  Mr.  John 
Rice,  became  financially  embarrassed.  Mr.  Rice  up 
to  this  time  had  been  a  man  of  high  standing  in  the 
community,  and  was  cashier  of  the  Northampton 
Bank,  which  was  located  at  Allentown.  This  bank 
failed,  and  a  general  panic  followed.  As  Allentown 
then  was  but  a  small  country  town,  with  no  prospect 
of  an  early  escape  from  the  results  of  the  panic,  the 
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above-named  medical  gentlemen  thought  it  best  to 
separate  and  introduce  homoeopathy  into  different 
sections  of  the  country.  Accordingly,  Dr.  Hering, 
the  president  of  the  academy,  removed  to  Philadel- 
phia, where  he  became  very  eminent,  and  took  a  lead- 
ing part  in  the  organization  of  the  Homoeopathic 
Medical  College  of  Pennsylvania.  Dr.  Wesselhoeft 
removed  to  Boston.  There  he  became  one  of  the 
most  prominent  homceopathists  of  that  city,  and  at 
his  death  left  his  sons  to  perpetuate  the  honor  of  his 
name.  Dr.  Pulte,  as  before  stated,  went  to  Cincin- 
nati, where  he  still  resides  as  one  of  the  most  honored 
physicians  of  the  West.  Dr.  Eomig  remained  in 
Allentown,  and  Dr.  Detwiller  subsequently  removed 
from  Hellertown  to  Easton,  where  he  remains  to  this 
day,  being  known  and  respected  throughout  the  en- 
tire Lehigh  Valley.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the  ac- 
tion of  these  men  in  thus  separating  and  introducing 
their  medical  system  into  new  parts  of  the  country 
was  a  wise  one,  as  the  result  was  for  the  benefit  of  a 
much  greater  part  of  the  population. 

The  only  homoeopathic  physicians  remaining  in  the 
county  after  the  close  of  the  academy  were  Dr.  John 
Romig  and  Rev.  John  Helfrich,  who  had  graduated 
at  the  academy  during  its  existence  here.  Their 
number  was  not  increased  until  1846,  when  Dr.  J. 
Henry  Helfrich,  son  of  Eev.  John  Helfrich,  who 
had  just  graduated  at  the  Pennsylvania  Medical 
College,  in  Philadelphia, — there  was  no  homoeo- 
pathic school  in  existence  at  that  time, — began  to 
practice  at  Kern's  Mill,  Lehigh  Co.  A  few  years 
later  he  took  up  his  father's  practice  in  Weissenberg. 
Here  he  remained  until  1858,  when  he  removed  to 
the  village  of  Fogelsville,  Lehigh  Co.  In  1866  he 
left  this  place  and  went  to  Kutztown,  Berks  Co., 
where  he  practiced  for  eleven  years.  In  the  spring 
of  1877  he  sold  out  his  business  in  Kutztown,  and 
came  to  Allentown,  where  he  is  still  located  as  an 
active  practitioner.  Dr.  Helfrich  is  a  man  of  won- 
derful endurance.  It  is  doubtful  whether  any  physi- 
cian in  the  county  has  worked  harder  during  his  life 
in  the  practice  of  his  profession.  Wherever  he  lo- 
cated he  had  a  very  extensive  practice.  He  devoted 
his  whole  time  to  his  chosen  work,  and  no  outside 
influences  had  any  charms  for  him. 

In  1849,  Kev.  John  Helfrich,  M.D.,  published  a 
German  work  on  homoeopathic  veterinary  practice. 
This  was  the  first  book  on  this  subject  published  in  this 
country. 

From  1846  to  1862  no  physicians  in  this  county  took 
up  homoeopathy  exclusively,  though  there  were  several 
who  practiced  it  along  with  the  old  system.  Such 
were  Dr.  Charles  L.  Martin,  of  Allentown,  and  Dr. 
Samuel  E.  Eittenhouse,  of  Millerstown,  now  Macun- 
gie.  About  the  year  1865  the  latter  removed  to 
Beading,  where  he  became  an  exclusive  homoeop- 
athist,  and  one  of  the  leading  physicians  of  that  city. 
During  the  same  period  Dr.  William  Herbst,  of 
Trexlertown,  and  Dr.  Joshua  Kern,  of  Siegersville, 


began  to  practice  homoeopathy  to  some  extent,  as  they 
have  continued  to  do  until  the  present  day. 

Since  1835  many  families  in  the  county  have  pro- 
cured works  on  domestic  medicine,  based  on  the  new 
system,  together  with  a  case  of  homoeopathic  reme- 
dies. In  this  way  many  who  had  no  homoeopathic 
doctor  in  their  vicinity  have  been  able  to  cure  their 
own  ailments  and  to  prevent  serious  illness. 

In  the  beginning  of  1860,  Frank  J.  Slough,  of 
Claussville,  this  county,  began  the  study  of  medicine, 
and  of  homceopathy  in  particular,  with  Dr.  J.  Henry 
Helfrich,  then  residing  at  Fogelsville.  On  the  3d  of 
March,  1862,  he  graduated  from  the  Homosopathic 
Medical  College  in  Philadelphia  as  the  first  graduate 
of  that  institution  in  this  county.  Within  a  month 
thereafter  Dr.  Slough  entered  into  partnership  with 
his  preceptor  at  Fogelsville.  In  this  position  he 
remained  until  November,  1864,  when  Dr.  Helfrich 
removed  to  Kutztown,  leaving  his  partner,  who  had 
shortly  before  become  his  son-in-law,  alone  at  the 
former  place.  Dr.  Slough  continued  to  practice  at 
Fogelsville  until  October,  1875,  when  he  left  that  field 
in  charge  of  his  brother,  Dr.  Chester  Slough,  and 
came  to  Allentown.  Here  he  established,  in  connec- 
tion with  his  professional  practice,  a  homoeopathic 
pharmacy,  locating  it  at  No.  845  Hamilton  Street, 
corner  of  Ninth.  This  sort  of  pharmacy  was  then  a 
new  thing,  not  only  in  Allentown,  but  in  all  East- 
ern Pennsylvania,  except  Philadelphia.  It  naturally 
caused  quite  a  sensation,  as  it  was  not  a  small  affair, 
but  a  large  and  well-stocked  drug-store,  attractive  and 
fully  up  to  the  times,  or  rather  ahead  of  the  times,  as 
they  were  then.  It  proved  a  complete  success,  and 
powerfully  influenced  the  community  in  favor  of 
homoeopathy.  Meanwhile,  Dr.  Slough's  professional 
practice  increased  so  much  that  in  February,  1877,  he 
sold  the  pharmacy  to  Dr.  J.  Henry  Helfrich,  who  at 
that  time  moved  into  this  city  from  Kutztown.  Dr. 
Helfrich  continued  the  business  at  the  same  place  for 
several  years,  when,  his  practice  having  also  become 
quite  extensive,  he  gave  it  into  the  possession  of  his 
daughter,  Mrs.  A.  M.  Slough,  wife  of  Dr.  P.  J. 
Slough. 

When  Mrs.  Slough  had  taken  charge  of  the  phar- 
macy she  devoted  her  time  almost  exclusively  to  the 
advancement  of  the  business.  Her  husband.  Dr.  F. 
J.  Slough,  still  continues  a  large  practice.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  American  Institute  of  Homceopathy, 
of  the  State  Medical  Society  of  Pennsylvania,  of  the 
Homoeopathic  Society  of  the  Lehigh  Valley,  and 
of  the  Homoeopathic  Pharmaceutical  Association  of 
Pennsylvania. 

In  1866  homceopathy  began  to  gain  new  advocates 
in  this  county.  Quite  a  number  of  physicians  took 
up  the  new  system.  Some  followed  it  almost  exclu- 
sively, while  others  practiced  homoeopathy  or  allo- 
pathy according  to  the  preference  of  their  patients. 
In  the  spring  of  1866,  Dr.  Constantine  H.  Martin 
started  in  homo3opathic  practice  with  his  father,  Dr. 
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Charles  L.  Martin,  at  the  corner  of  Seventh  and 
Walnut  Streets,  AUentown.  He  remains  there  to  this 
day,  being  now  associated  with  his  brother.  Dr. 
Charles  D.  Martin,  who  graduated  in  1867.  Both 
have  an  extensive  practice  and  are  highly  esteemed 
by  the  community. 

In  1867,  Dr.  M.  J.  Lichtenwallner,  of  Upper  Ma- 
cungie,  graduated  from  the  Homceopathic  College  of 
Pennsylvania.  For  several  years  he  practiced  in  the 
village  of  Millerstown  (now  Macungie),  but  becom- 
ing tired  of  his  profession,  he  abandoned  it  entirely 
and  entered  into  other  business. 

In  1870  and  1871,  Drs.  William  H.  and  George  M. 
Eomig,  sons  of  Dr.  John  Eomig,  who  has  been  men- 
tioned, began  the  practice  of  medicine  with  their 
father  in  this  city,  where  they  remain  to  this  day, 
both  enjoying  a  large  and  remunerative  practice. 
For  the  past  few  years  Dr.  George  M.  Eomig  has 
made  a  specialty  of  treating  diseases  of  the  eye. 

In  the  spring  of  1869,  William  Chester  Slough,  of 
Claussville,  graduated  from  the  Hahnemann  Medical 
College  of  Philadelphia.  Soon  after  he  began  to 
practice  at  Fogelsville,  this  county,  with  his  brother. 
Dr.  F.  J.  Slough.  This  partnership  continued  until 
1875,  when  the  latter  removed  to  AUentown,  and  Dr. 
Chester  Slough  took  their  united  practice  to  himself 
He  remained  at  Fogelsville  until  the  winter  of  1882, 
when  he  went  to  Emaus,  where  he  has  since  built  up 
a  large  practice. 

About  the  year  1870,  Dr.  Francis  Freytag,  a  GeT- 
man,  who  had  practiced  homoeopathy  in  the  Western 
States,  came  to  AUentown  and  succeeded  in  establish- 
ing a  good  practice,  especially  in  the  treatment  of 
chronic  cases.  Dr.  Freytag  died  here  Sept.  23,  1882. 
Dr.  Daniel  Yoder,  a  native  of  this  county,  and  a 
graduate  of  the  Pennsylvania  Medical  College,  class 
of  1858,  began  to  practice  at  Catasauqua  as  an  allo- 
pathist.  He  continued  thus  more  or  less  until  about 
1870,  when  he  gradually  became  a  convert  to  homoe- 
opathy, and  at  last  adopted  the  new  system  exclu- 
sively. He  has  a  large  practice,  in  which  he  is  very 
successful,  and  is  highly  honored  by  the  community. 
He  was  the  first  president  of  the  Lehigh  Valley 
Homreopathic  Society ;  he  is  a  member  of  the  Amer- 
ican Institute  of  Homceopathy  and  of  the  State 
Medical  Society  of  Pennsylvania. 

In  the  spring  of  1866,  Dr.  W.  A.  Hassler,  a  native  of 
this  county,  graduated  from  the  Jefferson  Medical  Col- 
lege in  Philadelphia  as  an  allopathist.  He  settled  in 
AUentown,  where  he  also  became  a  conyert  to  the 
new  system.  His  practice  is  large  and  remunerative, 
and  he  enjoys  the  respect  and  confidence  of  the  com- 
munity. He  is  a  member  of  the  American  Institute 
of  Homoeopathy  and  of  the  Homojopathic  Medical 
Society  of  Pennsylvania,  also  president  of  the  Lehigh 
Valley  Homoeopathic  Society  and  of  the  Homceopathic 
Free  Dispensary  in  this  city. 

On  the  10th  of  March,  1875,  M.  J.  Holben,  of  Lynn 
township,  this  county,  graduated   from   the  Hahne- 


mann Medical  College  of  Pennsylvania.  He  com- 
menced practice  at  Slatington,  succeeding  Dr.  J.  6, 
Grosscup,  also  a  native  of  Lynn,  and  a  graduate  of 
the  Homoeopathic  College.  Dr.  Grosscup  had  prac- 
ticed at  Slatington  for  about  six  years,  and  now  re- 
moved to  Beading,  where,  in  addition  to  his  regular 
practice,  he  opened  a  homoeopathic  pharmacy.  Dr. 
Holben  remains  at  Slatington,  where  his  services  are 
largely  in  demand.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania and  the  Lehigh  Valley  Homoeopathic  Societies. 
On  the  10th  of  March,  1875,  John  H.  Helfrich, 
son  of  Eev.  W.  A.  Helfrich,  of  Fogelsville,  graduated 
at  the  Hahnemann  Medical  College  of  Philadelphia. 
He  located  at  Emaus,  where  he  continued  to  practice 
until  the  winter  of  1882,  when  he  accompanied  his 
father  on  a  trip  to  Florida.  Eeturning  after  a  few 
months,  he  settled  at  Fogelsville,  associating  with  his 
brother,  Dr.  Calvin  Helfrich.  The  latter  is  a  graduate 
of  the  Hahnemann  Medical  College  in  Philadelphia, 
and  of  the  New  York  Homo3opathic  College.  These 
two  brothers  have  an  extensive  practice. 

In  March,  1878,  Dr.  T.  D.  Koons,  from  Cherryville, 
Northampton  Co.,  graduated  from  the  Hahnemann 
Medical  College.  Several  years  later  he  set  up  his 
practice  in  Macungie,  Lehigh  Co. 

Dr.  H.  Lincoln  Kistler,  of  AUentown,  graduated 
at  the  Hahnemann  Medical  College  in  the  spring  of 
1883,  and  is  now  practicing  in  this  city.  His  resi- 
dence is  at  No.  115  North  Ninth  Street.  He  is' a 
member  of  the  Lehigh  Valley  Homoeopathic  Society. 
We  might  mention  a  number  of  other  homreopathic 
physicians  who  are  natives  of  this  county,  but  not 
practicing  within  its  limits.  Among  these  are  Dr.  C. 
B.  Kuen,  of  Claussville,  who  resides  in  Philadelphia; 
Dr.  Levi  J.  Kuen,  of  the  same  place,  who  is  located 
at  Eeading ;  and  Dr.  L.  E.  Lentz,  of  Fogelsville,  now 
at  Fleetwood,  Berks  Co. 

In  AUentown,  the  Lehigh  Valley  Homoeopathic 
Medical  Society  was  organized  on  the  7th  of  April, 
1881.  Dr.  Daniel  Yoder  was  elected  president,  and 
Dr.  F.  J.  Slough,  secretary.  This  society  now  has 
twenty  members,  and  comprises  the  territory  lying 
between  Easton  and  Mauch  Chunk. 

In  1881  the  Homreopathic  Pharmaceutical  Society 
of  Pennsylvania  was  organized  in  AUentown  by  the 
election  of  Dr.  F.  E.  Boericke,  of  Philadelphia,  as 
president,  and  Dr.  F.  J.  Slough,  of  AUentown,  as 
secretary.  The  objects  of  this  association  are  the 
advancement  of  homoeopathic  pharmaceutics. 

Eecognizing  the  necessity  of  a  dispensary,  in  which 
the  poor  of  the  city  could  obtain  medicine  and  medi- 
cal treatment  free  of  charge,  the  homoeopathists  of 
AUentown  organized  for  the  purpose,  and  in  Novem- 
ber, 1883,  opened  a  Free  Homoeopathic  Dispensary. 
This  institution,  located  at  No.  34  North  Seventh 
Street,  occupies  three  rooms,  one  of  which  is  used  for 
the  reception  of  patients,  the  other  two  as  consulting- 
rooms.  It  is  open  daily  from  three  to  four  p.m.  The 
different  classes  of  diseases  are  there  treated  by  dif- 
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ferent  physicians,  who  may  be  consulted  there  on 
certain  fixed  days.  Hundreds  of  poor,  suffering  people 
have  availed  themselves  of  this  opportunity  to  re- 
ceive both  medicine  and  medical  advice,  and  the 
Homceopathic  Dispensary  is  recognized  as  an  insti- 
tution that  is  doing  a  noble  work  in  the  interest  of 
humanity. 

From  the  preceding  sketch  it  will  be  seen  that 
Lehigh  deserves  great  credit  for  what  she  has  done 
in  the  interest  of  homceopathy.  This  new  system  of 
healing  was  introduced  here  at  a  comparatively  early 
time,  and  to-day  numbers  so  many  active  and  earnest 
adherents,  both  in  and  out  of  the  medical  profession, 
that  its  future  success  and  progress  are  amply  assured. 

List  of  Lehigh.  Physicians. — Following  is  a  list  of 
physicians  registered  in  the  county  of  Lehigh,  with 
place  and  date  of  graduation  and  residence: 

Williams  S.  Herbet,  JefferBon  Medical  College,  March  10, 1855.    Trexler- 
town . 

Harvey  Y.  HorD,  JpfFerson  Medical  College,  March  12, 1879.     Coplay. 

Charles  J.  Keim,  University  of  Pennsylvania,  March  12,  1875.    Cata- 
sauqua. 

George  M,  Romig,  University  of  Pennsylvania,  1868,  Hahnemann  Med- 
ical CoUegu,  187n.    Allentown. 

John  Bomig,  University  of  Pennsylvania,  April  5, 1825.    Allentovrn. 

N.  T.  Hallman,  University  of  Pennsylvania,  March  30,1862.     Neffsville. 

Frank  J.  Slough,  Homceopatbic  Medical  College,  March  3,1862.    Allen- 
town. 

W.  Jerome  Lochman,   University  of   Pennsylvania,    March   14,  1871. 
Allentown. 

William    B.   Erdman,   University    of   Pennsylvania,   March    15,   1860. 
Macungie. 

Peter  N.  G.  T.  Meyer,  Gottingen,  1865  ;  Groningen,  1866.     Allentown. 

M.  E.  Hornbeck,  University  of  Pennsylvania,  March  11,  1865.    Cata- 
sanqua. 

Frank  0.  Erdmann,  University  of  Pennsylvania,  March  10, 1866.    Centre 
Valley. 

Henry  H.  Reigel,  Jefferson  Medical  College,  Slarch  27,1867.    Catasauqua. 

William  J.  Romig,  Jefferson  Medical  College,  March  20, 1845.  Allentown. 

William  C.  J.  Slough,  Hahnemann  College,  March  3, 1869.    Fogelsville. 

John  H.  Helfrich,  Medical   College  of  Pennsylvania,   March  4,  1846. 

Allentown. 
S.  C.  D.  Fogel,  University  of  Pennsylvania,  March  1 2, 1874.    Fogelsville. 

Albert  J.  Erdman,  Jefferson  Medical  College,  1872.     Saegeraville. 

Henry  Helfrich,  practiced  in  this  city  since  1856.     Allentown. 

William  H.  Romig,  University  of  Pennsylvania,  March  14, 1867;  Hah- 
nemann College,  March  10,  1871.     Allentown. 

William  A.  Hassler,  Jefferson  Medical  College,  March  10, 1866.    Allen- 
town. 

Alfred  J.  Martin,  University  of  Pennsylvania,  March,  1857.    Allentown. 

Thomas  E.  Cooper,  Louisville  Medical  College,  Feb.  25, 1881.    Coopers- 
burg. 

Daniel  Yoder,  Medical  College  of  Pennsylvania,  March  6, 1858.     Cata- 
sauqua. 

J.  A.  Fetherolf,  Jefferson  Medical  College,  March,  1880.     Slatington. 

Monroe   J.   Holben,   Hahnemann    Medical    College,   March    16,   1875. 
Slatington. 

F.  W.  Quig,  University  of  Glasgow,  March  30, 1862.    Catasauqua. 

S.  A.  Apple,  Jefferson  Medical  College,  March  12, 1869.    Allentown. 

Henry  A.  Grim,  University  of  Pennsylvania,  March  31, 1855.    Allen- 
town. 

John  A.  Laroas,  University  of  Pennsylvania,  March  13, 1862.    Coopers- 
burg. 

W.  K.  Histler,  Bellevue  Hospital  Medical  College,  1868.    Germansville. 

Robert  C.  King,  Bellevue  Hospital  Medical  College,  1876.    Limeport. 

Philip  R.  Palm,  Jefferson  Medical  College,  March  24, 1846.    Allentown. 

M.  J.  Kline,  University  of  Pennsylvania,  March  18, 1875.    Gulhsville. 

Aaron  S.  Miller,  University  of  New  York,  1862.    Saegersville. 

Thomas  G.  Nagle,  Long  Island  College  Hospital,  1870.    Allentown. 

Edwin  G.  Martin,  University  of  Pennsylvania,  March  29, 1856.    Allen- 
town. 


Charles  L.  Martin,  University  of  Pennsylvania,  April  2, 1841.  Allen- 
town. 

Wilson  S.  Berlin,  Jefferson  Medical  College,  March  12,  1878.  Allen- 
town. 

Charles  D.  Martin,  Bellevue  Hospital  Medical  College,  March  1,1867. 
Allentown. 

Const.  H.  Martin,  Bellevue  Hospital  Medical  College,  March  1,1866. 
Allentown. 

John  Trumbower,  statement  and  affidavit  filed.    Friedensville. 

Rubert  W.  Young,  Jefferson  Medical  College,  March  11, 1875.  Slating- 
ton. 

Jacob  N.  Miller,  University  of  Pennsylvania,  March  14,  1863.  Slating- 
ton. 

J.  D.  Cliristman,  University  of  Pennsylvania,  Mfirch  10,1876.  Allen- 
town. 

Mahlon  B.  Dill,  Jefferson  Medical  College,  1881.    Shimersville. 

John  F.  Kocher,  University  of  Pennsylvania,  March  13, 1869.  Crack- 
ersport. 

T.  D.  Kooiis,  Hahnemann  Medical  College,  March,  1878.     Macungie. 

Thomas  T.  Martin,  University  of  Pennsylvania,  March,  1877.  Allen- 
town. 

Daniel  Hiestand,  University  of  Pennsylvania,  March  16,1881.  Mechan- 
icsville. 

P.  E.  Stem,  University  of  Pennsylvania,  March,  1881.     Coplay. 

F.  0.  Ritter,  University  of  Maryland,  March  3, 1881.    New  Tripoli. 

James  D,  Graver,  Bellevue  Hospital  Medical  College,  March,  1870. 
Steinville. 

A.N.  Miller,  Bellevue  Hoppital  Medical  College,  March  18, 1878.  East 
Texas. 

H.  A.  Sflylor,  statement  and  affidavit  filed.    Heynemansville.- 

J.  W.  Sieberling,  Bellevue  Hospital  Medical  College,  Feb.  21,  1873. 
Heynemansvllle. 

John  A.  H.  Helfrich,  Hahnemann  Medical  College,  March  10,  1875. 
Emaus. 

H.  S.  Clemens,  University  of  Pennsylvania,  March  12,1862.    Allentown. 

Josiah  Kern,  Jefferson  Medical  College,  1846.     Orefield. 

Edwin  P.  Miller,  Bellevue  Medical  College,  Feb.  28,  1866.    Saegeraville. 

S.  K.  Borndt,  Jefferson  Medical  College,  March  10, 1863.     Alburtis. 

J.  D.  Erdman,  University  of  Pennsylvania,  March  12, 1872.    Macungie. 

A.  B.  Fetherolf,  Bellevue  Hospital  Medical  College,  1865.    Litzenberg. 

J.  A.  Koch,  Jefferson  Medical  College,  March  11, 1874.    Egypt. 

Samuel  Young,  statement  and  affidavit  filed.    Allentown. 

F.  0.  Sieberling,  University  of  New  York,  March  9, 1862.    Lynnville. 

E.  H.  Dickenshied,  University  of  Pennsylvania,  March  14, 1881.  Lower 
Milford. 

D.  S.  Shade,  University  of  Pennsylvania,  1856.    Steinsville. 

D.  D.  Fritch,  University  of  Pennsylvania,  March  11, 1876.    Macungie. 
Francis  Frietag,  statement  and  affidavit  filed.    Allentown. 

E.  H.  Mohr,  Jefferson  Medical  College,  March  12, 1881.    Alburtis. 
John  H.  Dickenshied, University  of  Pennsylvania,  April  3, 1847.     Lower 

Milford. 

John  H.  Diller,  Jefferson  Medical  College,  March,  1868.    Emaus. 

E.  M.  S.  Beaver,  Jefferson  Medical  College,  March  11, 1874.    Macungie 

Thomas  A.  Strosser,  University  of  Pennsylvania,  March  14, 1867.  Ma- 
cungie. 

L.  B.  Balliet,  University  of  Pennsylvania,  April  1, 1854.     Unionville. 

L.  S.  Collins,  Eclectic  Medical  College,  March  18, 1870.     Friedensville. 

W.  P.  Kistler,  Bellevue  Medical  College,  March  1. 1867.     Schnecksville. 

D.  W.  W.  Follweiler,  Medical  Hospital  College,  March  18,  1870.    Lynn- 

port. 

E.  G,  Steinmetz,  Long  I  and  College  Hospital,  June  20, 1867.    Hoken- 

dauqua. 

E.  L.  Reichard,  Jefferson  Medical  College,  1864.    Allentown. 

J.  K.  Bowers,  American  University,  December,  1874.    Allentown. 
R.  T.  Sowden,  University  of  Michigan,  March  26, 1879.    Slatedale. 
H.  T.  Trumbauer,  Jefferson  Medical  College,  March  12, 1862.    Coopers- 
burg. 
0.  Fegeley,  University  of  Pennsylvania,  March  14, 1867.     Allentown. 
N.  Ritter,  Jefferson  Medical  College,  March  9,  1861.    Breinigsville. 
C.  H.  Apple,  Jefferson  Medical  College,  March  18, 1881.    Zionsville. 

F.  M.  Laubach,   Bellevue  Hospital   Medical   College,  March   1,  1868. 

Allentown. 
W.  H.  Hartzell,  Jefferson  Medical  College,  March  13, 1873.    Allentown. 
W.  E.  Loyd,  Jefferson  Medical  College,  1878,     Catasauqua. 
Cnarles  Meyer     Statem  ent  and  affidavit  filed.    Macungie. 
James  W.  Cole,  Jefferson  Medical  College,  March  12, 1882.    Allentown. 
Roger  Hunt,  University  of  Pennsylvania,  March  15, 1880.    Catasauqua. 
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William  A.  Rentzheimer,  University  of  Pennsylvania,  March  15, 1880. 

FriedenBville. 
Palm  E.  Helfrich,  Hahnemann  Medical  College,  Philadelphia,  March  7, 

1880 ;  Homoeopathic  Medical  College  of  New  York,  March  .'i,  1882. 

Fogelflville. 
Abraham  L.  Kiatler,  Hahnemann  Medical  College,  Philadelphia,  March 

13,  1883.     Allentown. 
Thomas  A.  Scherer,  Jefferson  Medical  College,  April  2, 1883.    Slating- 

ton. 
Agnes  M.  Slough.    Allentown. 
W.  H.  Hamersly,  University  of  Pennsylvania,  1883.    Catasauqua. 

Medical  Societies. — The  Lehigh  County  Medical 
Society  was  originally  organized  in  1853,  at  a  meeting 
held  at  Dr.  Charles  H.  Martin's  office.  Dr.  Martin 
was  elected  president,  Dr.  David  0.  Moser,  of  Brein- 
igsville,  secretary,  and  Dr.  Thomas  Cooper,  of  Coop- 
ersburg,  treasurer.  Among  the  first  members  were 
Dr.  Leisenring,  of  Macungie,  Dr.  William  Kohler,  of 
Egypt,  and  Dr.  Tilghman  H.  Martin.  The  society 
maintained  an  existence  for  a  few  years  and  was  then 
disbanded.  It  was  reorganized  in  1858,  and  since  that 
time  has  been  in  quite  a  flourishing  condition.  The 
records  show  the  names  of  officers  and  m-embers  only 
since  1865.  The  members  in  that  year  were  A.  A. 
Fryman,  S.  W.  Balliet,  W.  B.  Erdman,  J.  P.  Kohler, 
H.  A.  Hallman,  H.  Haberackon,  William  Herbst,  N. 
S.  Kohler,  J.  Laross,  S.  W.  Euch,  H.  K.  Hartzell, 
M.  E.  Hornbeck,  N.  R.  Eitter,  P.  L.  Eeechorn,  A.  F. 

Miller,  A.  J.  Martin, Shade,  C.  W.  Williams, 

E.  G.  Martin,  H.  T.  Martin,  T.  H.  Martin,  F.  C. 
Seiberling,  T.  C.  Yeager  (died  Jan.  14,  1874),  E.  F. 
Steckel.  Accessions  have  since  been  made  as  follows : 
1868,  A.  P.  Fotheroy,  M.  G.  Seiple,  F.  P.  Troxell ; 
1871,  H.  A.  Grim ;  1873,  J.  D.  Erdman  ;  1874,  W.  J. 
Lochman,  P.  E.  Palm,  Samuel  Youndt,  Joshua  Mor- 
ton, A.  J.  F.  Minnich;  1875,  J.  E.  Davis,  J.  W. 
Seiberling,  W.  S.  Kistler,  J.  W.  Graver;  1876,  F.  C. 
Erdman  ;  1877,  S.  K.  Berndt ;  1882,  S.  W.  Berlin,  C. 
J.  King,.  Eugene  Beaver,  Thomas  Martin,  H.  Horn, 

A.  N.  Miller,  F.  W.  Quigg, Koch,  F.  C.  Cooper, 

E.  P.  Stine,  W.  E.  Young. 

The  presidents  of  the  society  since  1865  have  been 
as  follows:  1865,  William  B.  Herbst;  1866,  E.  G. 
Martin  ;  1867,  H.  K.  Hartzell ;  1868-70,  F.  C.  Seiber- 
ling; 1871-73,  William  B.  Erdman;  1874,  H.  C. 
Grim ;  1875-76,  J.  D.  Erdman  ;  1877,  Samuel  Young; 
1878-79,  F.  C.  Erdman ;  1880-81,  E.  G.  Martin ;  1882- 
83,  William  B.  Erdman.  In  1865,  J.  P.  Kohler  was 
secretary,  and  since  that  time  to  the  present  date  the 
office  has  been  held  by  P.  L.  Eeichard. 

The  Lehigh  Valley  Medical  Society  was  organized 
iu  Bethlehem  in  1881,  with  Dr.  E.  G.  Martin  as  pres- 
ident. Dr.  Green,  of  Easton,  was  president  in  1882, 
aud  Dr.  E.  Leonard,  of  Mauch  Chunk,  in  1883. 
From  the  first  Dr.  Charles  Mclntyre,  of  Easton,  has 
been  secretary. 


CHAPTEE    XI. 

EDUCATIONAL    MATTERS. 

Early  Schools— Progress — Holders  of  Permanent  Teachers'  Certificates 
— Comparative  Statement  of  1855  and  1883. 

The  early  German  settlers  in  Pennsylvania,  like 
the  New  England  pioneers  in  the  West,  as  a  rule  no 
sooner  secured  the  material  necessities  of  life  in 
their  new  homes  than  they  began  building  up  those 
twin  institutions  of  civilization,  the  school  and  the 
church,  and  if  the  latter  class  of  our  national  popu- 
lation sooner  succeeded  in  securing  a  high  educa- 
tional standard  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  they 
were  not  obliged,  like  the  Germans,  to  undergo  a 
revolution  of  language. 

Almost  without  exception  the  earliest  schools  in 
Lehigh  County  were  established  at  or  in  connection 
with  the  Lutheran  and  German  Eeformed  Churches 
and  the  pastor  was  often  the  secular  teacher.  "  Fre- 
quently," says  Professor  Knauss,  "  the  school-house 
preceded  the  erection  of  the  church,  and  served 
the  double  purpose  of  church  and  school.  These 
schools  were  church  schools  so  far  as  instruction 
was  concerned,  but  were  not  directly  supported  by 
the  church.  Each  parent  who  sent  children  had 
to  pay  in  proportion  to  the  total  number  of  days  sent. 
In  most  cases  the  teacher  '  boarded  'round,'  which  in 
those  days  was  no  easy  task."  In  but  few  instances 
was  the  pupil  affiDrded  opportunity  for  studying  any- 
thing beyond  reading,  writing,  and  a  little  arithmetic. 
The  Germans  excelled  in  music,  and  at  a  very  early 
day  introduced  it  in  their  churches  and  schools.  To 
the  Moravians  particularly  were  the  people,  as  a  whole, 
indebted  for  the  introduction  of  what  at  the  time 
was  probably  called  advanced  education.  In  their 
schools,  and  in  all  of  the  others  of  early  times,  the 
German  language  was  exclusively  employed. 

Of  the  early  schools  in  Lehigh  County  that  in  con- 
nection with  the  Swamp  Church,  in  Lower  Milford, 
was  probably  the  first.  It  was  established  about  1725, 
and  remained  in  operation  until  comparatively  recent 
years.  The  Schwenkfelders,  about  1734,  opened  a 
school  at  their  meeting-house,  near  the  Milford  and 
Montgomery  County  line  (which,  of  course,  did  not 
then  exist,  all  being  Bucks  County).  This  was  main- 
tained until  1840,  over  a  hundred  years,  and  served, 
as  did  the  former,  a  most  beneficial  end.  In  these 
schools  Latin  and  Greek  were  the  favorite  studies, 
and  were  taught  as  early  as  1755.  The  Mennonites, 
some  time  between  1735  and  1740,  erected  in  what  is 
now  Upper  Milford  a  small  log  building  to  serve  as 
school  and  church.  It  was  divided  into  two  apart- 
ments by  a  hanging  partition  for  this  purpose.  When 
the  attendance  at  religious  services  was  very  large, 
this  was  raised  and  the  two  apartments  thus  thrown 
into  one.  A  similar  building  was  erected  a  little 
later  by  tlie  same  sect  in  a  fine  grove  between  Coop- 
ersburg  and  Centre  Valley. 
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At  what  is  now  Dillingersville,  Lower  Milford,  a 
Lutheran  congregation  was  formed  as  early  as  1743, 
and  not  long  afterwards  a  log  school-house  was  built 
and  a  school  established.  This  was  certainly  prior  to 
1759,  for  in  one  of  the  old  records  it  is  stated  that 
John  Balthaser  Goetz  died  in  the  school-house,  and 
was  buried  on  Easter  Monday  of  that  year.  The  con- 
gregation appointed  three  of  its  leading  members  a 
committee  to  select  and  take  up  a  suitable  tract  of 
land  for  church  and  school  purposes,  and  it  seems 
that  they  selected  a  tract  of  about  thirty  acres  a  little 
west  of  the  village  site,  which  they  patented  in  1770. 
The  building  erected  here  was  used  both  for  church 
and  school  purposes  until  1791,  and  after  that  time 
only  for  the  latter,  coming  to  be  known  as  the  "  Up- 
per Milford  School-House."  By  act  of  Assembly  this 
property  was  sold  in  1871,  the  sum  of  four  thousand 
and  fifty  dollars  being  realized,  which  is  placed  at  in- 
terest as  a  special  school  fund. 

The  Moravians  commenced  the  erection  of  a  school 
building  at  Emaus  in  1746,  one  year  prior  to  the  or- 
ganization of  their  congregation  there.  When  this 
occurred,  July  30,  1747,  Christopher  Heyne  and 
Mary  Heyne  were  appointed  overseers  of  the  children, 
and  in  1750,  when  the  school  which  had  been  estab- 
lished at  Oley,  Berks  Co.,  was  moved  here,  a  num- 
ber of  other  teachers  and  assistants  were  appointed. 
The  school  was  removed  to  Bethlehem  in  1753  because 
the  Moravians  were  fearful  of  Indian  troubles. 

A  congregation  was  formed  at  Egypt,  in  Whitehall 
township,  in  1733,  and  presumably  a  school  was  or- 
ganized there  soon  afterwards.  Lehigh  Church,  in 
Lower  Macungie,  was  founded  in  1750,  and  the  school 
about  the  same  time.  New  Tripoli,  in  Lynn,  is  prob- 
ably the  oldest  school-site  in  that  part  of  the  county, 
and  that  at  the  Heidelberg  Church  the  oldest  in  the 
northeastern  portion.  The  congregation  was  organ- 
ized in  1750.  Two  schools,  one  supported  by  the  Lu- 
therans and  one  by  the  German  Reformed  members, 
were  for  a  time  kept  at  this  place,  but  were  finally 
united. 

We  have  already  spoken  of  the  endowed  school  at 
Dillingersville.  There  were  several  others  in  the 
county  thus  established  or  aided  by  far-seeing  and 
liberal  people,  whose  good  deeds  live  after  them  even 
unto  the  present  day,  though  changed  in  form.  One 
of  these  was  at  Centreville,  near  Macungie  borough, 
Lower  Macungie  township,  where  John  and  Jane 
Wetzel  donated  three  acres  of  land  for  school  pur- 
poses, and  conveyed  it  by  deed,  Aug.  21,  1790,  to  the 
trustees  and  their  successors.  The  property  was  sold 
in  1868  on  ground-rent  reservation,  and  the  annual 
receipts  from  it  now  amount  to  one  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars  per  year,  which,  in  addition  to  the  sum  other- 
wise provided,  enables  the  district  to  have  an  eight  or 
nine  months'  term  of  school  annually.  On  the  24th 
of  September,  1790,  Andrew  Eiseuhard,  Cornelius 
Hughes,  and  John  Herman  donated  two  acres  of  land 
in  what  is  now  East  Texas,  and  built  thereon  a  school- 


house  at  their  own  expense.  This  property  was  sold 
for  thirty-seven  hundred  dollars  in  1874,  and  the  dis- 
trict derives  a  revenue  of  two  hundred  and  twenty-six 
dollars  annually  from  that  sum,  a  portion  of  which  is 
expended  for  a  summer  school.  These  instances  show 
that  during  the  past  century  there  were  not  wanting 
people  who  appreciated  the  advantages  of  education, 
and  were  willing  to  advance  the  interests  of  the  cause 
at  their  own  expense.  Their  example,  we  may  add, 
has  been  emulated  by  a  number  of  individuals  during 
the  present  century.' 

About  1760  harm  was  caused  to  the  schools,  says  a 
good  authority,  from  the  fact  "  that  many  of  the  prin- 
cipal teachers,  such  as  Miller,  of  Lynn,  Roth,  of  Al- 
bany, Michael,  and  others,  left  their  services  as 
school-teachers  and  commenced  to  preach,  because 
the  congregations  could  get  no  other  ministers.  Less 
qualified  men  were  taken  as  teachers,  and  the  schools 
lost  greatly  thereby."  Professor  Knauss  says,  "  This 
inaugurated  a  decline  in  the  requirement  for  teachers, 
which  continued  for  a  considerable  time,  until  the  edu- 
cation of  the  children  was  considered  a  secondary 
thing,  and,  in  consequence,  much  neglected.  At  this 
period  almost  any  person  that  came  along  and  made 
some  pretension  to  education  was  employed  as  a 
teacher.  This  often  brought  into  the  school-room 
persons  entirely  unfit,  morally  and  mentally,  for  the 
position.  Nearly  all  of  the  old  schools  were  noted 
for  severity  of  discipline.  Some  of  the  teachers  were 
not  only  severe,  but  cruel,  in  their  punishments." 

The  German  language  was  the  sole  vehicle  or  me- 
dium of  instruction  until  1800.  Between  1800  and 
1820  English  was  introduced  in  some  of  the  more 
progressive  schools,  and  taught  in  connection  with 
German,  while  in  the  same  period  a  very  few  dis- 
tinctively English  schools  were  organized.  The  first 
of  these  was  at  Egypt,  in  Whitehall.  The  house  in 
which  it  was  held  was  built  in  1808,  and  the  school 
opened  Jan.  3,  1809.  Jacob  Kern,  the  first  teacher, 
received  fourteen  dollars  per  month.  The  school  was 
kept  up  regularly  until  1857.  The  English  School 
Society  of  New  Tripoli,  Lynn  township,  was  organ- 
ized in  1812,  erected  a  building,  and  organized  a 
school,  which  was  continued  until  1850.  About  the 
same  time  English  schools  were  established  in  Allen- 
town.  The  Balliettsville  English  school  was  estab- 
lished in  1816.  The  subscription  stated,  "  The  house 
is  to  be  built  twenty  by  twenty-four  feet,  and  each  of 
the  twenty  subscribers  to  said  school  is  to  deliver  one 
short  and  one  long  log  by  the  first  day  of  May  next" 
(1816).  Another  English  school  was  established  in 
Upper  Saucon  in  1833. 

That  slow  progress  was  made  in  the  introduction 


1  A  notable  instance  of  generosity  to  the  common  free  scliools  was 
that  of  the  late  Frederick  Miller,  of  Washington  township, -who  by  his 
last  will,  dated  Jan.  17, 1854,  bequeathed  four  thousand  dollars  to  the 
school  districts  of  Washington  and  Heidelberg,  in  the  proportion  of 
twentj'-four  hundred  to  the  former  and  sixteen  hundred  dollars  to  the 
lattei-. 
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and  practical  use  of  English  is  shown  by  the  report 
of  County  Superintendent  C.  W.  Cooper  (the  first 
elected)  for  the  year  1855.  He  says,  "The  approxi- 
mate proportion  studying  in  English  books  is  seven- 
eighths,  of  whom  but  three- eighths  understand  the  lan- 
guage." 

"  In  the  beginning  of  the  first  decade  of  the  present 
century,"  says  Rev.  W.  A.  Helfrioh,  "educational 
matters  began  to  grow  better,  but  only  in  a  few  in- 
dividual schools,  such  as  at  Lynn,  where  Salem  and, 
later,  Frederick  Smith  ;  in  Heidelberg,  Bergenmeyer ; 
in  Weissenberg,  Busse;  at  the  Ziegel  Church,  Storb 
and  Allenborn,  were  teachers.  These  were  all  edu- 
cated teachers  from  Europe.  They  not  only  taught 
the  common  branches,  but  also  instructed  in  history, 
natural  history,  and  natural  philosophy,  besides 
giving  religious  instruction.  The  schools  were  gen- 
erally kept  during  the  winter  season,  for  four  or  five 
months." 

In  the  foregoing  we  have  an  account  of  those 
schools  which  in  their  excellence  were  an  exception 
to  the  rule.  In  most  of  the  schools  the  instructors 
were  men  of  a  poor  order  of  ability.  He  was  more 
the  school-»?iosfer-  than  the  school-feacAer.  Dr.  Balliet, 
of  North  Whitehall,  describes  a  school  which  will 
answer  as  the  average  one  of  the  period  from  1816  to 
1834,  as  follows:  "The  house  was  twenty-four  by 
twenty  feet,  built  of  logs,  had  a  very  low  ceiling  and 
small  windows,  and  was  (sometimes)  plastered  inside. 
Along  the  three  walls  on  the  inside  were  long  desks 
sloping  up  towards  the  wall,  with  high  benches  with- 
out backs.  In  the  centre  of  the  room,  around  a  very 
large  stove,  on  two  rows  of  benches  without  backs, 
sat  the  abecedarians  and  the  ab-abs.  Near  the  stone, 
fronting  the  school,  was  the  teacher's  desk,  painted 
red,  about  five  feet  high,  with  a  high  stool  or  bench 
to  correspond.  Behind  this  were  hung,  on  pegs 
against  the  wall,  the  shawls,  scarfs,  hats,  and  caps. 
There  too  stood  the  bucket  with  water,  often  visited 
by  the  tired  children,  not  to  slake  their  thirst,  but  to 
relieve  themselves  of  the  monotony  of  the  school- 
room. Near  the  bucket  were  stacks  of  dinner-baskets, 
the  sight  of  which  an  hour  before  noon  wlietted  the 
appetites  to  the  highest  pitch.  The  course  of  instruc- 
tion in  the  English  schools  embraced  reading,  writing, 
spelling,  and  arithmetic.  The  following  were  the 
books  used:  Comly's  'Primer  and  Spelling-Book,' 
Murray's  'Introduction  to  the  English  Reader,' 
'English  Reader  and  Sequel,'  Frost's  'United 
States  History,'  and  Pike's  'Arithmetic'  Gram- 
mar and  geography  were  seldom  taught.  .  .  .  The 
day  sessions  were  long.  The  school  was  frequently 
called  at  eight  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  continued 
until  four  and  a  half  or  five  o'clock  p.m.,  with  an 
Intermission  of  an  hour  at  noon.  No  recess  in  the 
half-day  sessions  was  granted.  .  .  .  The  German 
schools,  particularly  those  at  the  churches,  opened 
in  the  morning  with  singing  and  prayer.  This  was 
seldom  the  case  with  the  English  schools.     The  ex- 


ercises in  the  forenoon  consisted  in  reading  twice  and 
spelling  once.  In  che  afternoon  the  same  routine 
was  followed.  The  interval  between  reading  and 
spelling  was  spent,  by  the  larger  ones,  in  writing  and 
ciphering  at  their  seats.  In  the  early  German  schools 
the  girls  were  not  required  to  write  and  cipher. 
Little  or  no  attention  was  given  to  writing  by  the 
majority  of  the  masters.  All  the  writing  was  done 
with  the  goose-quill ;  steel  and  gold  pens  were  then 
unknown  in  these  parts.  The  '  making  and  mending 
of  pens'  consumed  much  of  the  teacher's  time  and 
patience." 

Holders  of  Permanent  Certificates,— Following 
is  a  list  of  the  holders  of  the  permanent  certificates 
issued  by  the  school  department  at  Harrisburg  to 
teachers  recommended  by  authorities  of  Lehigh 
County : 


No.  of 
Certif- 
icate. 

Name  nf  Holder. 

Post-Office  Address. 

Date  of 
Certificate, 

March  20, 1868. 
March  24,1868. 
May  9, 1868. 

70 
97 

R.  Cluy  tjamersly 

F    W  Sien-fiied 

Catasauqua 

573 

Feb.  25, 1870. 
AprilJ,  1870. 

697 

E  D  Rhortda 

NefiF's 

689 

Kate  M.  Smith  

735 

Miss  E.  J.  Haines 

Miss  A.  E.  Reichard... 
Wm.  K.  Derr 

737 

11 

756 

April  11, 1871 
Mav  9, 1871. 
Jail  29  1872 

763 

856 

857 

858 

R.  A.  Lyttle 

(( 

865 

A   F  K    Krout    . 

Feb  27  187'^ 

866 

867 

Catasauqua 

(( 

868 

Edwin  H.  Breder 

it 

869 

tc 

u 

870 

Cecilia  Wonderly 

(1 

11 

901 

Bethlehem 

South  Bethlehem..,. 

Catasauqua 

Breinigsville.  ...^ 

Saegei'sville 

904 

Owen  K    Wilt  ... 

905 

K 

906 
907 

Wm.  H.Albright 

J, 

908 

Theo.  Smith 

Edward  Hernumy 

Wm.  R.  H^nninger.... 
Edwin  Heilrnan 

II 

909 
910 
933 

Jackson  ville — s 

South  Wbitehall 

June  6, 1872. 
June  20, 1872. 

931 

Geo.  M.  Kunkle 

944 

July  27, 1872. 
Oct.  22, 1872. 

970 

E.  J.  Yonng 

978 

F.  B.  Heller 

Linieport 

Hiikendauqua 

1006 

nil 

Mrs.  C.  S.  Stonebnck... 
M.N.  Bernhard 

Feb.  21, 1873. 

lua 

Lewis  P,  Hecker 

B.  F.  Abbott 

Oct  4,1873. 

1113 

ti 

1116 

L.  B.  Laiidis 

(i 

Oct.  6. 1873. 

1132 

"            

Nov.  13, 1873.  - 
Dec  9,1873. 

1153 

EllaT.  Gabriel 

1154 

(( 

1484 

Lewis  H.  Jacoby 

A.N.  Ulrich 

July  27, 1875. 
Dec  24  1875. 

1540 

1612 

May  22, 1876. 

1610 

Frank  J.  Stt-ttler 

16  a 

May  25, 1R76. 
Feb.  i),  1877, 

1854 

Mies  E.  J.  Young 

Wm.  H.  Knauss 

J.  Winters  Rodgers.... 

Miss  L.  J.  Busse 

M.  R.  SehalTor 

1907 

u 

April  30, 1877. 
July  15, 1878. 

2289 

u 

2290 

[( 

2412 

Orefield 

May  12,1879. 

2413 

J.  H    Mushlitz 

2414 

T.  F.  Frederick 

IC 

2416 

Alviti  Rnpp 

F.  D.  Riiub 

M.  F.  Cawley 

t( 

2625 
3349 

Allen  town 

New  Trinoli 

1880. 

3516 

P.  B.  Oswald 

1883 

3525 

Laura  E.  Bnsae 

36'29 

J.  George  Kerschiier ... 
C.  11.  Rhuads 

On-field 

(I 

3538 

(1 

3548 

Sol.F.  Riipp 

(( 

3549 

Henry  F.  llupp 

(( 
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COMPARATIVE   TABULAR  STATEMENT   OF   LEHIGH   COUNTY  SCHOOLS,  1855  to  1883.1 


Schools. 


Catasauqua  borough  "^ 

roopereliurg  bnroiigh  *..., 

Coplay  borough* 

Emails  biirough  * 

Grira's,  Independent  f 

Hanover  township 

Hanovei,  Indepeniientt.- 

Heidelberg  townsliip 

Holiendiinqua,  Indept.f.. 

Lowhill  township 

Lynn  township 

Macuogie  I'oroiigh  * 

Macungie,  Upper,  twp 

Macungie.  Lower,  twp 

Milford,  L^pper,  twp 

Milford,  Lower,  twp 

Salisbury  township 

Saucon,  Upper,  townstiip. 

Slalington  borough* 

Washington  townsliip 

Weissenberg  township 

Whitehall,  North,  twp 

Whitehall,  South,  twp 

Whitehall 


April  7, 
Oct.  6, 
April  8, 

June  3, 

April  V, 

Nov.  13, 

Dec.  9, 
Sept.  7, 


IS.n,-) 
18S0 
18.19 
IS.M 
1S61 
1834 
1873 
1840 
1865 
1849 
1838 
1867 
1842 
1849 
1844 
1852 
1838 
1848 
184fi 
1848 
1849 
1844 
1839 
1867 


4    14 

2 

4 

4 

1 
11 
6 

9J^ 
6 

1714 


Totals  and  averages.. 


10  19 
14    23 

9    14 
9    10 

11  1.5 
10    13 

6 
14 


149 


256  [  4l90    5  63 


Teachers. 
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1 
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0 

i 
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1 

1 

0 
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a. 
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a 
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0 

■3 
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2 
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■3 
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0 
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0 

3 

t> 

0 

.0 

n 

0 

0 

^ 

0 

6 

a 

< 

a 

Izi 

|zi 

Izi 

-!l 

-1 

■>) 

-"1 

15 

i^ 

la 

i^  -^ 

-<! 

in 

2 

4 

? 

in 

$45.00 

S68  76 

J25.00 

$33.90 

108 

348 

108 

326 

'"2" 

2 

I 

S 

7 

7 

7 

13 

13 

10 

1 
2 
4 
1 
7 
2 
7 
2 
7 

16 
1 

18 

"2 

2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 

1 

2 
1 

1 
4 

4 
2 
3 
3 
1 

37.00 
5 1 .00 
38.12 
42  00 
37.00 
44.70 
29.71 
69.50 
30.00 
28.09 
60.00 
33.50 

2G.00 
26.50 

47 

72 

98 

23 

267 

149 

214 

142 

154 

389 

66 

426 

166 

"207 

117 
252 

"264 

39 
118 

88 

25 
264 
167 
171 
132 
129 
307 

72 
311 

fi 

5 

6 

22.00 

35.00 
28.25 
29.60 
32.67 

218 

"244 

"127 
352 

"327 

251 

8162.60 

in 

.5 

19.16 

296 

127.28 

in 

.1 

14.28 
20.42 

176 
378 

"334 

87.74 
242.78 

"  di'eiiio 

5 

26.00 
33.76 
32.00 

7 

2'  9. 

5 

2 

1 

2  .00 

6 

14 

21 

2 

3 

20.00 

33.68 

29.00 

363 

632 

308 

429 

660 

240.80 

5 
5 
6IX 

9 

9 

11 

14 
10 
12 

2 
2 
2 

3 
3 

3 

20.00 
20  00 
22.00 

32.00 
30  00 
33.42 

29.00 
29.00 
28.00 

226 
257 
302 

308 
227 
38S 

177 
177 
205 

247 
163 
313 

643 

416.80 

330 

213.64 

5K 

6' 
6 
6 

10 
10 
9 
11 
10 

13 

/4 
11 
19 

2 
2 

3 
3 
3 

1 
1 

20.00 

32  00 
44.00 
35.71 
29.00 
34.21 

28.00 
25.00 

337 

'343 
300 
,^12 

385 
216 

262 

322 
253 
348 
189 
381 

452 

"328 
SOO 
4,61 

194.36 

"uLoi 

1.61.70 
291.64 

22.18 
22.00 
26..5R 

10.99 

354j  260 
265    229 
4211  4114 

29.00 

30.00 

18.75 

6 

14 
14 

144 

13 
9 

211 

6 

"o 

47 

24.00 

33.00 
36.00 

24.00 
24.00 

495 
4581 

380 
37 

318 

309 
331 

438 

283.24 

6 

26.00 
$29..34 

63 

«22.91 

$38.86 

118.94 

6223 

3464 

6440 

4934 

$2768.52 

1  Explanation. — The  changes,  especially  where  a  decrease  is  noticed  in  the  several  items  in  the  ahove  table,  are  accounted  for  by  the  changes 
made  by  the  division  of  townships,  or  by  the  organization  of  independent  school  districts,  or  by  the  incorporation  of  several  of  the  villages  into 
boroughs.     The  following  will  explain  the  apparent  discrepancy  ; 

1.  Coopersburg:  borough,  taken  from  Upper  Saucoa  township  territory. 

2.  Coplay  borough,  taken  from  Whitehall  territory. 

•i.  Emaus  borough,  taken  from  Salisbury  and  Upper  Milford  townships. 

4.  Macungie  borough,  taken  from  Lower  Macungie  township, 

5.  Slatington  borough,  taken  from  Washington  township. 

6.  West  Bethlehem,  Independent,  taken  from  Hanover  township. 

7.  Grim's,  Independent,  taken  from  Upper  Macungie  and  Weissenberg  in  Lehigh  County,  and  Maxatawny  in  Berks  County. 

8.  Hokendauqua,  Independent,  taken  from  Whitehall,  then  South  Whitehall. 
*  Date  of  incorporation  as  a  borough. 

f  Date  of  formation  into  an  independent  school  district. 
Names  of  Members  op  the  Fibst  School  Boards  and  the  Officers.      Where  the  officers  were  known,  they  only  are  mentioned. 
Conpersburg  borough — Jacob  Schaffer,  president ;  Dr.  H.  T.  Trumbauer,  secretary  ;  Henry  R.  Landis,  treasurer. 
Coplay  borough — S.  A.  Leinbach,  president;  0.  L.  Schreiber,  secretary  ;  M.  Rothermal,  treasurer. 
Emaus  borough — Abrm.  Ziegenfusz,  R  Shuler,  Jas.  Christ,  J.  Ilammon,  R.  Miller,  T.  Egner. 
GWm's,  Independent — Jacob  Grim,  A.  Brouse,  Daniel  Clader,  Seth  Grim,  Samuel  Grim. 
Hanover  toimship — Samuel  Breder,  president ;  C.  S.  Bush,  secretary ;  Timothy  Weiss,'  treasurer. 
Hanover,  Independent — William  Transue,  president;  Enos  Lehr,  Sfcretary  ;  L.  J.  Krause,  treasurer. 
Heidel  erg  township — J.  Hensinger,  president ;  Peter  Miller,  secretary  ;  John  Saeger,  treasurer. 
Hokendauqua,  Independent — V.  W.  Weaver,  president ;  Edwin  Mickley,  secretary  ;  Thomas  H.  Green,  treasurer. 
Lowhill  township — Peter  Ertel,  president ;  Levi  Dornblaser,  secretary;  Andrew  Knerr,  treasurer. 
Lynn  township — J.  Hermany,  president;  J.  S.  Kistler, secretary  ;  Daniel  Brobst,  treasurer. 
Macungie,  Upper,  township — David  Schall,  president  ;  J.  Lichtenwallner,  secretary;  Solomon  Fogel,  treasurer. 
Macungie,  Lower,  township — Jacob  Wenner,  president ;  James  Weiler,  secretary  ;  George  Ludwig,  treasurer, 
Milford,  Upper,  township — W.  Gabel,  president;  W.  Hittle,  secretary;  Andrew  Krause,  treasurer. 
Salisbury  township — D.  Kline,  president;  J.  Spinner, secretary  ;  John  Ritter,  treasurer. 
Saucon,  Upper,  toumahip—G.  B.  Christ,  president;  George  Bbink,  secretary  ;  Henry  Yeager,  treasurer. 
Slatington  borough — Rich.  H.  Dyer,  Muses  Kuhns,  William  Peter,  D.  Lewes,  D.  Heintzelman,  L.  0.  Smith. 
Washington  township— I.  F.  Heiler,  president;  B,  S.  Levan,  secretary  ;  Charles  Peter,  treasurer. 
Weissenberg  township— G.  S.  Eisenhard,  president ;  Joshua  Seiberling,  secretary  ;  George  Muse,  treasurer. 
Whitehall,  North,  township— John  Sheirer,  president ;  Joseph  Steckel,  secretary  ;  Daniel  Saeger,  treasurer. 
Whitehall,  South,  township— Gideon  Ibach,  president ;  George  Frederick,  secretary  ;  Solomon  Griesemer,  treasurer. 
Whitehall— G.  W.  Daniels,  president;  Franklin  J.  Newhard, secretary ;  Adam  Sheirer,  treasurer. 
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Education  of  Poor  Children— The  Schools  un- 
der the  Law  of  1834.— The  first  entry  in  the  treas- 
urer's report  of  funds  for  the  education  of  the  chil- 
dren of  the  poor  is  for  the  year  1819,  and  shows  that 
the  sum  then  devoted  to  that  purpose  was  $95.68.  In 
the  year  following  it  was  $77.82.  In  1821  the  sum 
•was  considerably  larger,  being  $245.13.  In  1822  it 
was  $288.27;  in  1823,  $548.73;  in  1824,  $558.95;  in 
1825,  $412.30 ;  in  1826,  $510.57 ;  in  1827,  $456.73.  In 
1828  the  fund  amounted  to  $508.98,  distributed  as 
follows : 

Borough  of  Northampton,  townships  of  Salisbury 

and  Northampton $421.71 

Hanover 22.30 

North  Whitehall 16.01 

South  Whitehall 9.32 

Upper  Saucon 12.95 

Weiasenberg 10.17 

Upper  Milford 5,53 

Macungie 3.97 

Total $608.98 

In  1829  the  fund  for  the  education  of  poor  children 
was  almost  exactly  the  same  as  for  1828,  and  in  1830 
it  fell  off  to  $360.76.  In  1831  it  was  $452.39,  and  in 
1832,  $526.14,  while  in  1833  it  reached  $763.41,  which 
was  distributed  as  follows : 

Borough  of  Northampton $434  77 

Salisbury 69!60 

Lower  Macungie 5148V 

South  WhitehaU '.]',  43^91 

Upper  Milford 41.09 

Northampton 36!73 

Upper  Saucon 30.22 

Hanover 21.39 

Weiasenberg 21.12 

Upper  Macungie 827 

North  Whitehall "  s'm 

Heidelberg g'42 

liOwbill '.'.*.".'.'.'.'.'.!!.  30 

Total 8763.411^ 

In  1834  the  amount  raised  for  the  purpose  of  de- 
fraying the  tuition  of  the  indigent  children  exceeded 
$1000,  the  distribution  being  as  follows : 

Borough  of  Northampton $448  68 

Salisbury lu'm 

South  Whitehall 2661 

Upper  Saucon .'..'.'.*.'.*.'.'.".".'.*.'  76  41 

Upper  Milford '..'.'.'..*.*.!'.'."!  46  39 

Upper  Macungie ', '.'.'.'.'.'.',  23  80 

Lower  Macungie 2S  5*1 

North  Whitehall IZ^ZZZ'.'.""  2269 

Heidelberg '  i2'4g 

Weiasenberg 25*04 

Ha°?'" "Z.ZZZ"      108.'24 

Lowhill g2 

^■Vf V """ZIZZZ"      2.00 

Northampton 42  84 


T"'"' $1000.05 

The  following  year  (1835)  a  still  greater  sum, 
$1153.43,  was  divided  among  the  townships. 

In  the  mean  time  the  free  school  law  of  1834  had 
been  passed.  Of  this  law  Thaddeus  Stevens  is  gen- 
erally acknowledged  to  have  been  the  most  powerful 
and  effective  champion.  While  the  Pennsylvania 
Germans  were,  as  a  rule,  opposed  to  the  establishment 
of  free  schools,— partly  because  the  measure  was  a 
novelty,  and  partly  because  it  severed  education  from 
positive  religion,— it  is  a  notable  fact  that  the  first 
Governor  who  took  a  decided  stand  in  favor  of  the 
system  was  a  Pennsylvania  German.  Governor  John 
Andrew  Schulze,  of  Bucks  County,  came  out  strongly 


in  favor  of  establishing  a  system  of  free  schools  as 
early  as  1827.  Governor  George  Wolf,  who  "  signed 
with  warm  indorsement"  the  bill  of  1834,  was  also  a 
Pennsylvania  German, — a  native  of  Northampton 
County. 

The  general  law  of  the  State,  enacted  in  1809,  pro- 
vided for  the  education  of  the  poor  gratis,  and  it  was 
under  its  provisions  that  the  sums  of  money  we  have 
already  stated  were  raised  and  applied.  The  law 
failed  to  do  the  good  that  was  intended  by  its  framers 
chiefly  for  the  reason  that  there  were  few  families  who 
cared  to  place  themselves  on  record  as  being  too  poor 
to  pay  the  tuition  of  their  children.  In  his  great 
speech  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  Thaddeus 
Stevens  said  that  the  bill  of  1809  instead  of  beins 
called  a  public  school  law,  ought  to  be  entitled  "an 
act  for  branding  and  marking  the  poor,  so  that  they 
may  be  known  from  the  rich  and  proud."  While  the 
country  was  sparsely  settled,  the  system  of  schools 
under  the  law  of  1809  was  perhaps  the  best  that  could 
be  devised  and  operated. 

The  new  law  (of  1834)  made  the  schools  free  alike 
to  rich  and  poor,  high  and  low,  and  provided  for  their 
support  by  taxation.  It  was  made  optional  for  town- 
ships to  accept  or  reject  by  election  the  provisions  of 
the  act.  There  was  a  strong  opposition  to  the  law  in 
Lehigh  County,  the  rich  being  in  most  cases  unwilling 
to  pay  a  heavy  tax  for  the  poor,  and  the  latter  fre- 
quently unwilling  to  pay  the  small  share  that  would 
fall  upon  them.  Therefore,  when  the  township  elec- 
tions were  held,  there  were  heavy  votes  cast  against 
the  free-school  law.  Allentown  and  the  township  of 
Hanover  accepted  it  the  first  year,  and  then  followed 
Lynn  through  the  influence  of  the  Kistlers  and  Mosers. 
(The  dates  of  acceptance  by  the  different  townships 
are  all  given  in  the  table  on  the  preceding  page.) 
Those  townships  which  refused  to  accept  the  new  law 
continued  the  operation  of  the  old  one,  and  in  1839 
the  total  amount  received  for  the  education  of  their 
poor  children  was  $1022.16,  distributed  as  follows: 

Upper  Milford $211.47 

Upper  Saucon 155.67 

Lower  Macungie ,  14427 

South  Wliitehall ."."!!"."..".'."".'.'  144.63 

North  Whitehall 118.05 

Upper  Macungie '.'."■.'."  ISoisO 

Lowhill 83.43 

Weissenberg .".*.'.'.*.*.". 31  92 

Heidelberg *.'.!'.!',*.*.!!!!!!!!'.'.!'.!'.".  2.01 


Total $1022.16 

The  effect  of  the  law  of  1834  is  thus  described  by 
Prof.  Knauss : 

"The  free-school  system  at  flrst  gave  no  better 
teachers,  but  it  regulated  the  location  of  school-houses, 
formed  new  districts,  and  brought  the  children  into 
the  schools.  If  a  person  had  to  pay  tax  he  wanted 
the  value  of  his  money.  The  children  learned  what 
was  to  be  learned  under  the  old  teachers.  Better 
ones  were  not  to  be  had,  but  more  teachers  were 
appointed.  Soon,  however,  young  men  saw  that 
teaching  was  a  profession,  and  many  devoted  them- 
selves more  to  the  cause,  sought  for  education,  and 
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the  teaching  power  grew.  In  this  way  the  schools 
were  gradually  improved,  until  the  higher  and  normal 
schools  commenced  to  educate  and  prepare  better 
teachers." 

There  was  a  show  of  improvement  going  on  in  the 
schools  during  the  years  following  the  passage  of  the 
free-school  law,  but  no  decisive  step  of  advancement 
was  taken  until  twenty  years  later,  in  1854,  when  the 
office  of  county  superintendent  was  established. 
Charles  W.  Cooper,  Esq.,  was  elected  to  this  office 
in  Lehigh  County  on  June  5th,  and  had  the  honor  of 
being  the  pioneer  in  a  new  field.  The  task  which 
confronted  him  was  a  difficult  one,  but  he  entered 
upon  it  with  zeal,  and  discharged  the  duties  of  the 
office  with  ability  and  good  results  until  September, 
1855,  when  he  resigned,  Tilghman  Good  being  ap- 
pointed his  successor.' 

Mr.  Cooper's  report  of  1855  is  interesting  reading 
at  the  present  day,  and  affords  a  very  good  idea  of  the 
condition  of  the   schools   of  Lehigh   County   thirty 
years   ago.     Of  the   teachers   he  says,  "The   strict 
letter  of  the  law  would  have  compelled  me  to  reject 
a  still  greater  number  (greater  than  twenty-nine),  but 
under  the  circumstances  I  did  not  consider  it  policy, 
though  the    character  of   some   of   the    certificates 
amounted  to  more  than  a  rejection.     I  will  mention 
one  as  an  illustration.     In  one  of  the  districts,  where 
the  compensation  of  teachers  is  not  very  liberal,  I 
was  requested  to  examine  a  young  man  pronounced 
by  those  who   had  previously   employed    him   and 
who  desired  again  to   employ  as  a  very  competent 
teacher.    After  having  spent   quite  a  long   time  in 
endeavoring  to  ascertain  in  what  branches  he  ex- 
celled, I  gave  him  a  temporary  certificate,  with  every 
branch    erased    except    orthography,    reading,    and 
elementary  principles  of  arithmetic,  with  a  written 
addition  below  of,  'That  which   is   not   erased   the 
holder  is  still  very  deficient  in.'     The  applicant  was 
much  pleased  with  his  certificate,  and  was  afterwards 
employed  to  teach  the  best  school  in  the  district,  the 
written  addition  below  being  taken  to  mean  an  extra 
recommendation.     This,  however,  was  the  only  case 
in  which  so  much  deficiency  received  even  a  scrap  of 
paper  from  me." 

That  there  were  teachers  doing  duty  in  the  county 
who  were  not  possessed  of  extraordinary  ability  or 
qualifications  for  the  profession  would  seem  certain 
from  the  following  application  for  a  certificate,  here 
copied  with  literal  exactness : 

" Township,  Lehigh  county 

"  Ler  Sir,,  I  Have  tryed  all  means  To  Become  a  teacher  in  our  School 
hous  And  It  Seems  thare  is  nun  To  be  fount  So  i  am  obliged  to  Due  it 
myself  again.  They  All  a  Satisfied  without  me  haying  A  Sateficat  from 
you,,  But  I  would  Eether  Have  one  from  you,,  I  am  able  to  Teach  Bead- 
ing, Kiting,  English  and  Cherman  Pike  Bose  Mensuration  Surveying 
&  Which  is  not  all  Eequired  in  our  School  And  this  i  am  able  to  Due 
purfect,  Now  if  you  pleas  Sent  me  a  Satiflcat  By  male,,  If  you  will  come 
and  Tiait  my  School  you  may  Exeman  me  if  you  think  Prope  to  Due 


So,,  you  know  I  have  Bin  at at  the  time  of  your  Examination, 

I  think  it  Is  very  Obyous  to  you  that  i  amahle  To  teach  School  and  the 
Black  Board,,  i  am  Also  able  to  Support  in  all  practical  questions, 
Intrest,  Bark,  Stone,,  Circle  questions  and  obticks,  Coans,  Squares  and 
cimme  circles  and  all  Oints  of  questions  that  you  will 
"  Bequire  of  Me 

"  Yourth  Respectfuly 

" Post  oflBce" 

The  address  upon  the  envelope  was : 

"  0  W  OOOPEE  Eqr 

"  County  Superintent 
"  Coopersburg 


"Pa 


"J/"  i  mistake  not" 


And  that  there  were  such  teachers  does  not  seem 

strange  when  there  were  trustees  in  office  capable  ot 

the  following : 

" Township  Oct  10">  1864 

"  We  the  undersined  the  Trosthies  of  the  ■ Cool  Tistricht  to  Rec- 

comant as  our  Cool  Deeger  To  Mr  C  Cooper  the  Lehigh  County 

Super  In  tentend  wish  him  have  him  to  be  Xamened  &c 
"  Yours  Rasptfuly 


1  The  names  of  all  the  county  school  superintendents  are  given  in  the 
chapter  containing  the  civil  list. 


" VTrostees" 

Notwithstanding  some  untoward  circumstances,  Mr. 
Cooper  found  the  schools  in  general  in  a  promising 
condition.  He  says,  "The  schools  I  found  well  at- 
tended, some  too  well,  and  as  a  general  thing  quite  an 
interest  was  manifested  by  both  teacher  and  scholars. 
It  was  an  easy  task,  however,  to  distinguish  the  dis- 
tricts which  had  accepted  the  system  previous  to  the 
act  of  1849.^  In  all  such  districts  I  found  better  sys- 
tem, better  teachers,  better  pay,  and  consequently 
better  instruction  than  in  those  which  have  only  had 
the  system  since  1849.  There  seems  to  be  a  deter- 
mination in  every  district  to  '  put  the  shoulder  to  the 
wheel,'  and  to  push  on  the  cause  of  education.  With 
such  a  spirit  manifesting  itself,  it  will  not  be  long 
before  Lehigh  can  be  justly  proud  of  her  public 
schools." 

"  Of  our  school-houses,''  he  continues,  "  I  hardly 
know  what  to  say.  If  I  must  be  candid,  I  will  only 
say  they  are  '  nothing  to  brag  of.'  They  are  either 
of  the  octagon  or  square  order,  with  desks  attached  to 
the  wall,  and  high  seats,  without  distinction,  where 
little  '  shavers'  can  neither  touch  the  bottom  or  sup- 
port backs  from  the  opening  of  school  to  the  time  of 
dismissal,  and  who  are  only  kept  from  giving  out  under 
such  corporal  punishment  by  the  magic  power  of  the 
rod.  With  the  exception  of  a  very  fine  building  at 
Balliettsville,  North  Whitehall,  and  several  buildings 
in  the  boroughs  of  Catasauqua  and  Allentown,  all  the 
school-houses  in  this  county  agree  with  the  foregoing 
description." 

In  1856,  Mr.  Good  stated  in  his  report  that  "twenty- 
six  teachers  give  full  satisfaction ;  sixty-two  may  be 
called  medium,  and  employed  till  better  ones  can  be 
procured;  seventy-nine  would  better  be  dismissed 
from  the  service." 


2  An  act  compelling  acceptance  of  the  provisions  of  the  law  of  1834. 
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In  1858  the  superintendent  said,  "The  various 
boards  of  directors  are  no  longer  satisfied  with  the 
mere  fact  that  a  person  calls  himself  a  teacher.  In 
many  instances  he  is  troubled  with  questions,  fre- 
quently such  as  these,  to  wit:  How  many  years  have 
you  been  engaged  in  the  profession?  Where  did  you 
teach  last  year?  What  kind  of  a  certificate  do  you 
hold,  and  what  mode  of  teaching  and  government  do 
you  adopt  in  your  school?" 

In  1860  the  superintendent  noted  that  "the  teachers 
have  improved,  both  in  scholarship  and  manner  of 
imparting  instruction." 

In  1871  "the  first  strictly  rural  graded  school  is 
found  in  Whitehall  District,  and  has  been  very  suc- 
cessful." 

Thus  it  will  be  noticed  there  was  a  general  and 
gradual  improvement  in  the  efficiency  of  the  teachers, 
and  consequently  in  the  condition  of  the  schools. 
One  of  the  most  important  factors  in  the  onward 
movement  was  the  Teachers'  Institute,  which  was  first 
held  in  1858,  and  has  since  been  maintained,  holding 
one  session  annually,  with  the  exception  of  a  period 
of  three  years.  These  teachers'  meetings  have  stimu- 
lated study  on  the  part  of  those  engaged  in  giving 
instruction,  and  have  also  favorably  moulded  public 
opinion. 


CHAPTER    XII. 

LEHIGH    COUNTY    IN    THE    WAK    OF    THE    REBEL- 
LION. 

Lehigh  Men  among  thp  first  in  the  Field — Histories  and  Rosters  of  the 
Forty-seventli  and  Other  Kegiments — The  Emergency  Men — Action 
of  County  Officials  during  the  Rebellion. 

The  12th  of  April,  1861,  is  memorable  from  the 
fact  that  then  began  the  most  colossal  and  bloody  civil 
strife  that  the  world  ever  witnessed.  The  Executive 
of  Pennsylvania  on  that  morning  received  a  telegram 
in  these  words:  "The  war  is  commenced.  The  bat- 
teries began  firing  at  four  o'clock  this  morning. 
Maj.  Anderson  replied,  and  a  brisk  cannonading  com- 
menced. This  is  reliable  and  has  just  come  to  the 
Associated  Press.  The  vessels  were  not  in  sight." 
This  startling  intelligence  was  flashed  by  wire 
throughout  the  United  States.  The  Northern  people, 
who  had  hoped  that  war  might  be  averted,  could  not 
mistake  the  import  of  this  first  overt  act  of  the  ene- 
mies of  the  Union.  They  accepted  the  arbitrament 
of  the  sword.  On  the  15th  of  April,  three  days  after 
the  firing  upon  Fort  Sumter,  President  Lincoln 
issued  his  proclamation  calling  out  the  militia  of  the 
several  States  to  the  number  of  seventy-five  thousand. 
On  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day  the  Secretary  of 
War  telegraphed  to  Governor  Curtin  that  a  call  had 
been  made  on  Pennsylvania  for  sixteen  regiments,  and 
that  two  regiments  were  wanted  within  three  days, 


for  the  national  capital  was  entirely  unprotected,  and 
it  was  feared  that  it  would  be  attacked.  The  Execu- 
tive telegraphed  to  every  part  of  the  commonwealth 
an  appeal  for  men  to  come  forward  in  companies  and 
squads  with  the  utmost  dispatch  for  the  defense  of 
Washington.  Soon  the  air  and  human  hearts  were 
everywhere  pulsating  with  the  wild  war  music  of  the 
fife  and  drum. 

The  ofiicers  of  the  few  organized  companies  in  the 
State,  as  the  intelligence  of  the  appeal  reached  them, 
hastily  called  their  men  together  and  tendered  their 
services  to  the  Governor.  One  of  the  first  thus 
promptly  to  respond  was  the  Allen  Guard,  of  Allen- 
town,  commanded  by  Capt.  Thomas  Yeager. 

Just  here,  before  entering  upon  the  history  of  this 
company,  it  may  be  well  to  remark  that  no  sooner 
had  these  men  left  for  the  field  than  action  was  taken 
by  the  authorities  for  the  relief  of  their  families, 
the  first  of  a  series  of  patriotic  measures  on  the  part 
of  Lehigh  County  ofiicials,  of  which  we  shall  have 
more  to  say  at  the  conclusion  of  this  chapter. 

The  Allen  Guard,  One  of  the  first  Five  Com- 
panies of  the  State. — The  Allen  Guard  having 
tendered  their  services  to  the  State  and  being  accepted 
by  the  Governor,  proceeded  to  Harrisburg  on  the  17th 
of  April,  and  were  mustered  into  service  on  the  fol- 
lowing day.  Arriving  simultaneously,  or  nearly  so, 
with  this  company  were  the  Ringgold  Light  Artillery, 
Capt.  McKnight,  of  Reading ;  the  Logan  Guards,  Capt. 
Selheimer,  of  Lewiston ;  the  Washington  Guards, 
Capt.  Wren  ;  and  the  National  Light  Infantry,  Capt. 
McDonald,  of  Pottsville.  On  the  morning  of  the  18th 
there  also  arrived  from  the  West  a  detachment  of 
regulars  of  Company  H,  Fourth  Artillery,  under  com- 
mand of  Lieut.  Pemberton  (afterward  a  lieutenant- 
general  of  the  Confederate  army).  These  regulars 
and  the  volunteers  of  the  five  companies  departed  on 
the  same  train,  at  nine  o'clock  a.m.  of  the  18th,  the 
former  for  Fort  McHenrj',  near  Baltimore,  and  the 
latter  for  Washington,  and  arrived  at  Baltimore  at 
one  P.M.  The  volunteers  were  under  the  necessity  of 
marching  about  two  miles  through  the  city  from  one 
station  to  another.  The  volunteers,  mostly  unarmed, 
were  crowded  and  hustled  along  their  line  of  march 
by  a  wild  mob,  composed  of  thousands  of  the  rebel 
roughs  of  Baltimore,  the  same  infuriated  horde  which 
made  a  brutal  and  bloody  attack  upon  the  Massachu- 
setts Sixth  on  the  following  day.  At  seven  o'clock 
P.M.  of  the  18th  "these  five  companies,  the  head  of 
the  grand  column  of  two  millions  of  men  who  were 
afterwards  mustered  and  marched  in  their  footprints, 
arrived  in  Washington.  Their  timely  arrival  was  the 
occasion  of  much  joy.  They  immediately  commenced 
barricading  the  capitol,  and  remained  in  the  city  ready 
for  any  emergency.  After  twenty-four  other  regi- 
ments were  organized  and  fully  equipped,  these  first 
companies,  which- were  justly  entitled  to  the  firs' 
place  in  the  first  regiment,  were  organized  as  a  part 
of  the  Twenty-fifth  and  last  regiment  of  three  months 
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men.  Bates,  in  his  "  History  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Volunteers,"  says,  "  In  the  progress  of  the  gigantic 
struggle  which  ensued  ...  so  many  and  such  bril- 
liant services  have  been  rendered  by  the  soldiers  of 
the  national  armies,  that  the  timely  march  of  these 
companies  has  been  little  noted.  But  the  value  of 
their  presence  in  the  capital  at  this  critical  juncture 
cannot  be  overlooked  in  any  fair  estimate  of  the 
causes  which  led  to  our  triumph ;  and  it  must  ever 
be  regarded  as  one  of  the  links  in  that  chain  of  great 
events,  seemingly  planned  by  Providence,  for  our  de- 
liverance." The  thanks  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, which  are  rarely  tendered,  and  only  for  great 
and  most  signal  services  to  the  State,  were  expressed 
in  the  following  terms : 

"  Thiiity-Seventh  Congress  of  the  United  States, 
"  July  22,  1861. 
"  BeioJved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  House  are  due,  and  are  horeliy 
tendered  to  the  five  hundred  and  thirty  soldiers  from  Pennsylvania,  who 
passed  through  the  mob  at  Baltimore,  and  reached  Washington  on  the 
18th  of  April  last,  for  the  defense  of  the  National  capital. 

"  Galtjsha  a.  Grow, 
"  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Eepresentatives.^^ 

ALLEN  GtJAED  (three  months' service). 
Recruited  at  AUentown.    Mustered  into  service  at  Harrisburg,  April 

18,  1861. 
Thomas  Yeager,  captain;  James  M.  Wilson,  first  lieutenant;  Joseph 
T.  Wilt,  second  lieutenant  ;  Joseph  T.  Wilt,  first  sergeant;  Solomon 
Goble,  second  sergeant;   William  Wolf,   first    corporal;    John  B. 

Webster,  second  corporal  ;  Ignitz  Cressor,  third  corporal ;  Daniel 

Kramer,  fourth  corporal. 

Privates. 

Cole,  Norman  H.  Miller,  Edwin  H. 

Deitrich,  Charles.  McNulty,  Henry. 

Derr,  Henry  W.  Pfeffer,  Charles  A. 

Dunlap,  Milton  H.  Rieber,  Jonathan  W. 

Early,  William.  Knlie,  William. 

Fredericli,  Gideon.'  Eothman,  Ernest. 

Fuller,  Malhew  R.  Rhoads,  George  W. 

Frame,  William  G.  Romig,  John. 

Gross,  Edwin.  Schcnck,  Samuel. 

Geiduer,  James.  Storch,  Henry. 

Henry,  George  ¥.  SbifTert,  Charles  A. 

Houck,  John,  Signian,  M.  H. 

Hillegas,  Nathaniel.  Seip,  Lewis  G. 

Hettinger,  Joseph.  Sheidler,  Adolphus. 

Hoxworth,  George.  Sheidler,  Enville. 

Hittle,  Edwin  M.  Uhler,  John  F. 

Jacob,  David.  Wetherhold,  Allen. 

Kress,  William.  Weiss,  David. 

Keiper,  George  W.  Wagner,  William. 

Leisenring,  Martin  W.  Weiss,  Joseph. 

Leh,  Frauklin.  Weyandt,  Benneville. 

The  First  Pennsylvania  Regiment.  -The  Allen 
Rifles,  a  company  in  AUentown,  which  had  several 
years  been  organized  and  under  the  command  of  Capt. 
Tilghman  H.  Good,  on  the  organization  of  the  First 
Pennsylvania  Regiment  became  a  part  of  it,  and  was 
designated  as  Company  I.  The  members  of  the  com- 
pany volunteered  their  services  on  the  13th  of  April, 
1861,  and  they  were  offered  to  and  accepted  by  the 
Governor  on  the  15th.  On  the  18th  the  volunteers 
left  their  homes  and  families,  unarmed  and  without 
uniforms  or  equipments,  and  proceeded  to  Harrisburg. 

On  the  20th  of  April  the  First  Pennsylvania  Regi- 
ment was  organized  by  the  choice  of  Samuel  Yohe,  of 


Easton,  as  colonel ;  Tilghman  H.  Good,  of  AUentown, 
as  lieutenant-colonel ;  and  Thomas  VV.  Lynn  as  major; 
while  James  Miltimore  was  designated  as  adjutant. 
The  captain  of  Company  I  (the  Allen  Rifles)  having 
been  elected  lieutenant-colonel,  William  A.  Gausler 
was  chosen  to  fill  the  vacancy.  We  may  remark  here 
that  most  of  the  members  of  this  company  re-enlisted 
in  other  organizations  after  their  term  was  out,  and 
that  all  but  a  few  of  them  received  commissions  during 
the  war,  ranking  them  from  lieutenant  to  colonel. 

On  the  night  of  the  20th  of  April  the  regiment  left 
Harrisburg  under  command  of  Brig.-Gen.  George  G. 
Wynkoop,  and  proceeded  first  to  a  point  near  Cockeys- 
ville,  Md.,  then  to  Camp  Scott,  near  York,  Pa.  Cloth- 
ing and  camp  equipage  were  received  here,  and  on 
the  14th  of  May  it  entered  on  the  duty  of  guarding 
the  Northern  Central  Railroad  from  the  Pennsylvania 
line  to  near  Baltimore.  May  25th  it  was  ordered  to 
Cantonville,  Md.  ;  on  the  29th  to  Franklintown,  and 
on  the  3d  of  June  to  Chambersburg,  where  it  was 
assigned  to  the  Second  Brigade;  from  there  if  was 
ordered  with  its  brigade  to  Hagerstown,  and  thence, 
on  the  21st  of  June,  to  Frederick,  Md.  It  then  went 
to  Martinsburg,  Va.,  where  it  did  garrison  duty  till 
July  17th.  It  was  then,  with  its  brigade,  engaged  in 
making  demonstrations  in  front  of  the  enemy  till  after 
the  battle  of  Bull  Run.  On  the  21st  it  was  ordered 
to  Harper's  Ferry,  and  on  the  23d  it  took  passage 
for  Harrisburg,  where  the  men  were  discharged  and 
mustered  out  of  the  United  States  service. 

FIRST  REGIMENT  (three  months' service). 
Company  I. 
William  H.  Gausler,  captain  ;  E.  P.  Rhoads,  first  lieutenant;  Benjamin 
C.  Roth,  second  lieutenant;  Abeile  Ileilman,  first  sergeant ;  Edwin 
G.  ninetwli,  second  sergeant;  Henry  Fried,  third  sergeant;  Noah 
Trumbor,  fourth  sergeant;  Henry  Trumbor,  first  corporal ;  Mahlon 
Fried  second  corporal;  Daniel  C.  Miller,  third  corporal;  Charles 
Mertz  fourth  corporal;  Julius  Benkert,  musician  ;  Augustus  Ebert, 
musician. 

Privates. 


Albright,  Tilghman. 
Albright,  James. 
Blumer,  Henry  A. 
Blank,  Wellington  J. 
Bechtel,  Daniel. 
Behlen,  Anthony. 
Bergonstock,  David. 
Crist,  Nelson. 
Dech,  William. 
Denins,  Tilghman. 
Eichel,  John. 
Egge,  Perry. 
Gingiuger,  William. 
Guth,  Henry. 
Gaumer,  Willoughby. 
Haldeman,  William  H. 
Hiskey,  Oliver. 
Heldt,  Jonas. 
Harris,  William  P. 
Huber,  Peter. 
Hammersley,  Ellis. 
Hilliard,  William. 
Hackman,  Martin. 
Hainse,  Charles. 
Hackman,  Charles. 
Hardner,  David. 


Haldeman,  Henry. 
Keck,  Thomas. 
Koeler,  Lewis. 
Kramer,  Solomon. 
Keck,  Franklin. 
KU'ckner,  William. 
Konold,  Melchoir. 
Kramer,  Henry.      ^^ 
Kuhns,  Alonzo.     ' 
Keiper,  Henry. 
Kleckner,  Benjamin. 
Laubach,  Thomas. 
Leiser,  James. 
Miller,  Tilghman. 
Miller,  Henry. 
Mohr,  Henry. 
Miller,  Charles. 
Moyer,  William  J. 
McCrystal,  James. 
Nonnermaker,  John. 
Nonnermaker,  Daniel. 
Nagel,  Andrew. 
Ochs,  Jesse. 
Renimel,  Peter. 
Roth,  Edwin. 
Ritz,  Tilghman. 
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Kehr,  Lewis. 
Keminel,  Edward. 
Seip,  James  M, 
Saeger,  Kichard  M. 
Stable}',  Ohristiau. 
Schwenk,  Charles. 
Steele,  Joseph. 
Stuber,  James. 


Smith,  Joseph. 
Trexler,  Franklin. 
Trexler,  Henry. 
Van  Dyke,  Walter. 
Wenner,  George. 
Wormwn,  Abraham. 
Wagner,  Henry. 
Wasser,  Franklin. 


The  Ninth  Regiment  (Three  Months'  Service). 
— Of  this  regiment,  recruited  under  the  call  for  sev- 
enty-five thousand  meDj  issuedby  the  President  April 
15,  1861,  Company  D  was  from  Lehigh  County,  and 
about  one-half  of  its  members  were  enlisted  at  Cata- 
sauqua.  In  that  town  a  meeting  was  held  immedi- 
ately after  the  publication  of  the  President's  call. 
Patriotic  addresses  were  made  by  David  Thomas, 
M.  H.  Horn,  George  W.  Cyphers,  and  others,  and  a 
feeling  aroused  which  bore  immediate  fruit,  and  not 
only  that,  but  had  an  effect  throughout  the  war 
period.  At  a  second  meeting,  held  on  April  17th, 
the  number  of  enlistments  Avas  increased  to  forty. 
These  men  were  consolidated  with  a  squad  then'  being 
enlisted  at  Allentown,  and  left  for  Harrisburg  on  the 
19th,  where  they  were  mustered  into  service  on  the 
24th. 

At  the  town-meeting  in  Catasauqua  the  following 
persons  were  appointed  a  committee  to  go  with  the 
enlisted  men  to  Harrisburg,  and  attend  to  their  wants 
until  they  were  mustered  into  service  :  Joshua  Hunt, 
M.  H.  Horn,  William  Miller,  C.  D.  Fuller,  V.  W. 
Weaver,  and  George  W.  Cyphers.  After  they  were 
duly  mustered.  Governor  Curtin  commissioned  M.  H. 
Horn,  of  this  committee,  with  authority  to  visit  their 
camps  and  attend  to  their  wants  generally. 

From  the  date  of  muster  the  Ninth  Regiment  re- 
mained at  Camp  Curtin  until  May  4th,  when,  having 
received  arms  and  accoutrements,  it  proceeded  to  West 
Chester,  where  a  camp  was  established  and  daily  drill 
had.  There  it  remained  until  the  26th  of  May,  when 
it  moved  by  Philadelphia  to  Wilmington,  Del.,  to 
strengthen  the  loyal  feeling  in  that  region.  The  reg- 
iment remained  in  camp  at  Hare's  Corner,  Del.,  until 
June  6th,  when  it  was  ordered  to  join  Gen.  Patter- 
son's command  at  Chambersburg,  Pa.  Here  it  was 
attached  to  the  Fourth  Brigade,  First  Division,  com- 
manded by  Col.  Dixon  H.  Miles,  of  the  regular  arftiy 
(who  was  subsequently  killed  at  Harper's  Ferry). 
The  regiment  advanced  to  the  Potomac  on  Sunday, 
June  16th,  and  encamped  on  the  road  between  Wil- 
liamsport  and  Martinsburg.  The  regiment  subse- 
quently recrossed  the  Potomac  and  encamped  near 
Williamsport  until  July  1st,  when  the  whole  army  in 
and  about  that  place  removed  across  the  river  in  the 
direction  of  Martinsburg,  Va.  The  enemy  under 
Jackson  having  retreated  from  Falling  Waters,  the 
Ninth  encamped  on  the  2d  of  July  on  their  camp- 
grounds. From  the  2d  to  the  8th  they  remained  in 
and  about  Martinsburg,  Va.,  and  on  the  latter  date 
moved  out  on  the  Winchester  pike  to  Bunker  Hill 
and  a  general  forward  movement  way  decided  upon 


with  a  design  of  giving  battle  to  the  enemy  concen- 
trated at  Winchester.  But  before  the  movement  was 
commenced  a  council  of  war  was  held,  after  which  the 
order  to  advance  was  countermanded.  On  the  17th 
the  regiment  was  removed  to  Charlestown,  on  the  2l8t 
to  Harper's  Ferry,  on  the  22d  to  Hagerstown,  and  on 
the  24th  to  Harrisburg,  where  the  men  were  mustered 
out.  During  their  absence  the  men  of  Company  D 
were  not  called  upon  to  face  the  sternest  duties  of  war 
but  they  performed  all  that  was  required  of  them. 
The  Catasauqua  men  on  their  return  home  were  ten- 
dered a  collation,  which  was  served  in  one  of  the 
Crane  Iron  Company's  buildings,  and  the  Allentown 
boys  were  also  appropriately  greeted  at  the  city  of 
their  home. 

NINTH   REGIMENT  (three  months'  service). 
Field  and  Staff  Officees. 
H.C.  Longenecker,  colonel;  William  H.  H.  Hangen,  lieutenant-colonel. 
Company  D. 
Mustered  in  April  24, 1861. 
G.  D.  Hand,  captain  ;  C.  A.  G.  Keck,  first  lieutenant;   Enoch  Phillipa 
second  lieutenant;  Levi  Stubler,  first  sergeant;  William  Semmer 
second  sergeant;  Tilghman  Miller,  third  sergeant;  Morgan  Rich- 
ards, fourth  sergeant;    Charles  Nolf,  Jr.,  first  corporal;  Richard 
Wilson,  second  corporal;  William  Williams,  third  corporal;  Gran- 
ville Hangams,  fourth  corporal ;  Henry  Stressen,  musician ;  William 
Miller,  musician. 


Privates. 


Arthur,  Samuel. 
Barrow,  Samuel  C. 
Baumeister,  William  C. 
Clement,  Hugh. 
Craft,  Levi. 
Crogan,  Richard. 
Oooney,  Michael. 
Dettwiler,  Henry. 
Davis,  Isaac. 
Daniel,  Daniel. 
Edwards,  Evan. 
Elliott,  James. 
Eckenberger,  Henry. 
Fondran,  Benedict. 
Graham,  John. 
Grate,  John. 
Hopkins,  William. 
Hopkins,  Johu. 
Hughes,  James. 
Henry,  Francis. 
Hetthenson,  James. 
Hammerly,  Robert. 
Hacker,  Jacob. 
Jones,  Joseph. 
Kramsic,  Edwards. 
Kane,  John. 
Kick,  Lorentz. 
Keiser,  Edwin. 
Keieer,  William. 
Leister,  Tilghmau. 
Lockwood,  Samuel. 
Leister,  Peter. 


Lewellyn,  Thomas. 
Meyera,  William  H. 
Morrison,  John. 
Michael,  Charles  H. 
Mauley,  Lewis. 
McClosky,  John. 
McGee,  Cornelius. 
McHecker,  John. 
McHoes",  Joshua. 
Patrick,  John. 
Panly,  William  H. 
Paul,  William. 
Ruse,  David. 
Rohn,  Wilson. 
Ritter,  Augustus. 
Schwab,  Joshua. 
Snyder,  William  T. 
Snyder,  James  R. 
Sattenfuse,  William  H. 
Schlosser,  William. 
Smith,  Samuel. 
Smith,  Stephen. 
Steinberger,  Henry. 
Tombler,  David  A. 
Vansychell,  James. 
Vouland,  Charles. 
Wilson,  Frank  H. 
William,  Robert. 
Werly,  William. 
Wolf,  Abraham. 
Xandres,  Francis. 
Young,  James. 


The  Forty-sixth  Regiment  (Three  Years'  Service). 
—Immediately  after  the  mustering  out  of  the  three 
months'  men,  Arnold  C.  Lewis,  then  editor  and  pub- 
lisher of  the  Catasauqua  Herald,  commenced  recruiting 
a  company  for  the  three  years'  service,  which  eventu- 
ally became  Company  C  of  the  Forty-sixth  Regiment. 
The  company  was  composed,  in  part  only,  of  men 
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from  Catasauqua  and  vicinity,  and  the  regiment  was 
recruited  in  Northampton,  Allegheny,  Potter,  Berks, 
Dauphin,  and  other  counties.  The  men  of  Company 
C  were  mustered  into  service  Aug.  17,  1861. 

The  regimental   organization    was    completed    at 
Camp  Curtin,  Harrisburg,  on  September  1st,  as  fol- 
lows :  Col.   Joseph   F.  Knipe,  Lieut.-Col.  James  L. 
Selfridge,  Maj.  Arnold  C.  Lewis.     The  regiment  was 
assigned  to  the  Army  of  the  Shenandoah,  and  was 
posted  on  the  Upper  Potomac,  along  the  Maryland 
shore,  near  Harper's  Ferry.     Soon  after  its  arrival  it 
was  assigned  to  the  First  Brigade  of  the  Second  Di- 
vision, under  the  command  of  Gen.  Williams.     On 
the  24th  of  February,  1862,  they  crossed  the  Potomac, 
and  under  Gen.  Banks  occupied  in  turn  Leesburg, 
Charlestown,  Martinsburg,  and  Winchester.     Their 
first  engagement  with  the  rebels  was  at  or  near  Kerns- 
town,  and  on  the  25th  of  May,  1862,  they  participated 
in  the  battle  of  Winchester,  where  the  Union  army, 
numbering   seven    thousand    men,    contended    with 
Jackson's  forces  of  twenty  thousand  for  five  hours. 
In  this  fight  the  Forty-sixth  lost  in  killed,  wounded, 
and  missing,  seventeen  men.     On  the  7th  of  August, 
1862,  they   were  ordered  towards   Cedar  Mountain, 
and  on  the  9th,  about  5  p.m.,  the  whole  division  was 
advanced  upon  the  rebel  lines.     The  position  of  the 
Forty-sixth  was  opposite  the  enemy's  advanced  ar- 
tillery, and  upon  this  they  charged  with  desperate 
valor.    They  were  fearfully  exposed  to  the  enemy's 
artillery  and  strong  lines  of  concealed  infantry,  which 
poured  in  upon  them  a  merciless  storm  of  shot  and 
shell.     The  total  loss   of  the  regiment   was  thirty 
killed,  thirty-four  wounded,  and  six  taken  prisoners. 
In  the  battle  of  Antietam  they  supported  Ricketts' 
division,  and  advanced,   carrying  the  woods  to  the 
right  of  and  beyond  the  cornfield.     Their  loss  in  this 
battle  was  six  killed  and  three  wounded.     Upon  the 
inauguration  of  the   Fredericksburg   campaign   the 
Forty-sixth  was  ordered  forward  from  Fairfax,  but 
did  not  arrive  upon  the  field  in  time  to  be  engaged. 
In  the  reorganization  of  the  army  the  Forty-sixth  was 
made  part  of  the  Twelfth.     On  the  27th  of  April, 
1863,  the  corps  marched  north  to  Kelly's  Ford,  crossed 
the  Eappahannock  and  the  Rapidan,  and  moved  to 
Chancellorsville,  and  was  here  joined  by  the  Third 
and  Fifth  Corps.     The  army  under  Gen.  Hooker  ad- 
vanced May  1st,  and  was  met  by  Stonewall  Jackson's 
corps  on  the  2d,  about  sundown.     Fighting  imme- 
diately commenced,   and  was   continued  the  whole 
night,  and  until  the  evening  of  the  third,  both  armies 
losing  heavily.     The  Forty-sixth  lost  four  killed,  a 
large  number  wounded,  and  ten  taken  prisoners.     On 
the  evening  of  July  1st  the  regiment  arrived  at  Get- 
tysburg, and   was  posted  on  the  summit  of  Gulp's 
Hill.     The  Forty-sixth  held  the  extreme  right  of  the 
line  as  far  as  Spangler's  Spring,  and  owing  to  their 
sheltered  position  the  loss  was  small. 

After  the  withdrawal  of  Lee's  army  into  Virginia 
the  Forty-sixth  was  forwarded,  with  the  Eleventh  and 
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Twelfth  Corps,  to  the  Rapidan  and  was  there  detached 
from  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  and  ordered  to  the 
support  of  Gen.  Rosecrans,  in  Tennessee.  In  Jan- 
uary, 1864,  a  large  proportion  of  the  officers  and  men 
of  the  Forty-sixth  re-enlisted  for  a  second  term  of 
three  years,  and  joined  Gen.  Sherman's  army  at  Chat- 
tanooga and  entered  the  Twentieth  Corps,  the  old 
Eleventh  and  Twelfth  being  consolidated.  They  par- 
ticipated in  all  of  the  battles  fought  under  Sherman 
after  that  date,  the  most  important  of  which  were 
Eesaca,  Dallas,  Kenesaw,  Peach-Tree  Creek,  Pine 
Knob,  Marietta,  and  Atlanta.  In  these  several  en- 
gagements their  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  was  about 
one  hundred  and  fifty  men.  On  Sept.  1,  1864,  At- 
lanta surrendered,  and  the  hard  fighting  of  the  regi- 
ment was  now  over. 

On  the  11th  of  November,  Sherman  commenced 
his  march  to  the  sea.  On  the  21st  of  December  he 
reached  Savannah  ;  on  the  17th  of  February,  Colum- 
bia ;  on  the  17th  of  March,  Goldsboro'.  On  the  26th 
of  April,  Johnson  surrendered  at  Raleigh,  and  the 
army  immediately  commenced  its  homeward  march, 
and  on  the  16th  of  July  the  Forty-sixth,  after  nearly 
four  years  of  faithful  service,  was  mustered  out.  An 
order  was  given  to  muster  out  at  Alexandria,  Va.,  but 
the  regiment  was  not  broken  until  it  reached  Harris- 
burg.^ 

Following  is  the  roster  of  the  Lehigh  men  in  Com- 
pany C  of  this  regiment : 

rOKTT-SIXTH   BEGIMENT. 

Company  C. 

Mustered  in  Aug.  17, 1861 ;  muBtered  out  July  16, 1865. 

Arnold  C.  Lewis,  elected  oapt.  Aug.  17, 1861;  maj.  Sept.  4, 1861;  killed 

Sept.  22, 1861,  by  private  John  Lanehan,  of  Co.  I,  while  attempting 

to  enforce  discipline  in  a  case  of  insubordination.    (Lanehan  was 

hanged  for  the  crime  near  Frederick  City,  Md.,  Dec.  23, 1861.) 
W.  E.  Thomas,  elected  2d  lieut.  Aug.  17,  1861 ;  1st  lieut.  Sept.  4, 1861. 
Joseph  Matcbette,  pro.  to  corp.  Sept.  1, 1861 ;  to  6th  sergt. ;  to  Ist  sergt. ; 

to  1st  lieut.  Not.  1, 1862 ;  to  capt.  of  Co.  I,  July  27, 1864. 
James  Mcftuillen,  pro.  to  corp.  Not.  4, 1861;  to  sergt.  March  4, 1862;  to 

2d  lieut.  March  20, 1864;  to  Ist  lieut.  July  27, 1864. 
Robert  Wilson,  pro.  to  Ist  sergt. ;  to  2d  lieut. ;  killed  at  Cedar  Mountain 

Aug.  9, 1862. 
Isaac  DaTis,  pro.  to  corp.  Oct.  31,  1861;  to  sergt.  Aug.  31, 1863;  to  1st 

sergt.  May  22, 1865. 
Daniel  DaTis,  pro.  to  corp.  Nov.  6,  1863 ;  to  sergt.  May  22, 1865. 
Edward  Cramsic,  pro.  to  2d  lieut.  Co.  E,  May  22,,1865. 
Morgan  Richards,  pro.  to  5th  sergt. ;  drowned  near  Edenberg,  Va.,  April 

4, 1862. 
William  McMonagle,  pro.  to  corp.  April  8, 1864. 
John  Moore,  pro.  to  corp.  April  8, 1864. 
John  Patrick,  pro.  to  corp.  May  22, 1865. 
Robert  E.  Williams,  pro.  to  corp.  Aug.  17,  1861 ;  scTerely  wounded  at 

Cedar   Mountain;   disabled  for  service  and  hon.  disch.  on  surg. 

certif.  Nov.  IS,  1862. 
John  J.  Davis,  pro.  to  corp.  April  4, 1862 ;  to  sergt.  Nov.  9, 1863. 
Hugh  Lyons,  pro.  to  corp.  Aug.  30, 1863. 
John  H.  Price,  pro.  to  corp.  Sept.  14, 1861. 

Privates. 
Wallace  Brown,  killed  at  Cedar  Mountain  Aug.  9, 1862. 
Daniel  Desmond,  wounded  at  Cedar  Mountain ;  disabled  for  service  and 
hon.  disch.  on  surg.  certif.  Oct.  15, 1862. 


1  From  an  article  by  Col.  M.  H.  Horn,  in  the  Catasauqua  Valley  Record 
of  March  9, 1876. 
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John  Leo,  wounded  in  battle,  and  trana.  to  Vet.  Kea.  Corps  Nov.  1, 

1863. 
John  McQuillan,  must,  out  on  surg.  sick  certif.  Nov.  24, 1862. 
David  Bachman,  died  at  Philadelphia  June  15, 1865. 
Daniel  Dyei',  hon.  disch.  on  surg.  sick  certif.  July  14, 1862. 
Alexander  Doneghly,  wounded  in  battle;  hon.  disch.  (disabled)  on  surg. 

certif.  Nov.  27, 1862. 
John  Cannon,  drowned  with  Morgan  Richards,  near  Edenberg,  Va.,  April 

4,1862. 
Andrew  Sinly,  wounded  in  action  ;  died  Aug.  16, 1864. 
Philip  Hill,  hon.  disch.  on  surg.  sick  certif.  as  unfit  for  duty  Nov.  11, 

1862. 
George  Hasaon,  wounded  at  Cedar  Mountain  Aug.  9, 1862;  died  Sept.  7, 

1862;  grave  at  Alexandria,  Va.,  No.  235. 
John  Kilpatrick,  hon.  disch.  on  surg.  certif.  as  disabled  Oct.  26, 1862. 
Jamea  McLaughlin,  hon.  disch.  onaurg.  certif.  as  unfit  forserviceOct.  10, 

1862. 
David  McCn  ndles,  killed  at  Ohancellorsville,  Va.,  May  2, 1863. 
Patrick  Reily,  trans,  to  Vet.  Res.  Corps  Dec.  16, 1863. 
John  A.  Richards,  wounded  at  Cedar  Mountain  Ang.  9, 1862;  died  soon 

after  in  the  field. 
W.  S.  Thompson,  hon.  disch.  on  surg.  certif.  aa  unfit  for  service  Feb.  21, 

1863. 
Frank  Ward,  died  at  Hancock,  Md.,  Feb.  15, 1862. 
Patrick  Sullivan,  hon.  disch.  on  surg.  certif.  as  unfit  for  service  Feb.  13, 

1863. 
John  Blair,  hon.  disch.  on  surg.  certif.  April  13,  1863,  as  unfit  for 

service. 
Philip  Gallagher. 
James  Adams. 

Thomas  Mooney,  must,  into  service  Jan.  7, 1864. 
James  McCracken,  must,  into  service  Dec.  31, 1863. 
Condy  Pollock, 

John  Reed,  must,  into  service  Jan.  3, 1864. 
Edward  Rogers. 

Samuel  Zellner,  disch.  by  General  Order  Oct.  22, 1862. 
Edward  Mullen. 
John  McFadden,  must,  into  aervice  Feb.  29, 1864 ;  abaent,  sick,  at  muster 

out. 
H.  W.  Ehrit,  must,  into  service  Jan.  1, 1864. 
Benjamin  Beidelman,  must,  into  service  March  3, 1864. 
Jeremiah  Keef,  must,  into  service  Jan.  1, 1864. 
Thomas  McMurtrie,  must,  into  service  March  9, 1864. 
Solomon  J.  Rowe,  must,  into  service  Feb.  29,  1864. 
Elias  Beidelman,  must,  into  service  Feb.  26, 1864. 
William  McGonegle,  must,  into  service  May  11, 1864. 
James  McOlollan,  must,  into  service  April  7,  1864 ;  must,  out  July  8, 

1865. 
John  Brown,  must,  into  service  Feb.  29 ,  1864. 
John  McMurtrie,  must,  into  service  Dec.  31, 1863. 
William  Pritchard,  must,  into  service  March  11, 1864. 

The  Forty-seventh  Regiment  (Three  Years'  Ser- 
vice).— This  regiment  in  the  three  years'  service  was 
recruited  principally  through  the  influence  and  exer- 
tions of  Col.  Tilghman  H.  Good,  of  Allentown,  who 
was  granted  Ms  authority  by  Governor  Curtin  on  the 
5th  of  August,  1861 .  Companies  A  and  E  were  raised 
at  Easton,  B,  G,  I,  and  K  at  Allentown,  C  at  Sun- 
bury,  D  at  Bloomfield,  Perry  Co.,  F  at  Catasauqua, 
and  H  at  Newport,  Perry  Co.,  and  at  Harrisburg. 
It  will  thus  be  seen  that  five  companies,  forming  one- 
half  the  strength  of  the  regiment,  were  recruited  in 
Lehigh  County.  Companies  B,  E,  and  G,  as  also  a  por- 
tion of  Company  I,  had  previously  served  in  the  First 
Regiment,  during  the  three  months'  service ;  D,  in  the 
Second ;  A  and  a  portion  of  I,  in  the  Ninth ;  C,  in 
the  Eleventh ;  and  K,  in  the  Twenty-fifth.  The  com- 
panies rendezvoused  at  Camp  Curtin,  and  on  the  1st 
of  September  the  following  field  officers  were  ap- 
pointed: Tilghman  H.  Good,  colonel;  G.  W.  Alex- 


ander, lieutenant-colonel;  and  William  H.  Gausler 
major;  James  W.  Fuller,  Jr.,  was  appointed  adju- 
tant. Schools  of  instruction  for  oflicers  were  insti- 
tuted, and  although  but  little  opportunity  was  pre- 
sented for  drill,  the  command  was  brought  to  a  high 
degree  of  proficiency  in  discipline.  The  various  com- 
panies were  uniformed  and  equipped  as  they  were 
mustered  in,  at  dates  varying  from  August  19th  to 
September  20th. 

The  Forty-seventh  proceeded  from  the  State  to  the 
national  capital,  arriving  there  on  September  21st,  and 
being  stationed  on  Kalorama  Heights  until  the  27th, 
when  it  was  ordered  to  join  the  advance  of  the  army. 
It  encamped  at  Fort  Ethan  Allen  and  was  assigned 
to  the  Third  Brigade  of  Gen.  W.  F.  Smith's  divi- 
sion, under  Gen.  J.  J.  Stevens,  which  comprised  lip.- 
sides  the  Thirty-third,  Forty-ninth,  and  Sevenly- 
ninth  New  York  Regiments.  The  Forty-seventii 
had  been  armed  by  the  State  with  the  Mississippi 
rifle  and  drilled  exclusively  in  light  infantry  tactics. 
Its  commanding  cflScer  was  a  strict  disciplinarian, 
having  for  years  commanded  the  Allen  Rifles,  a  com- 
pany well  known  in  Pennsylvania  for  its  efficient 
drill.  As  winter  approached  the  soldiers  of  this  regi- 
ment received  in  the  form  of  blankets,  gloves,  and 
articles  of  clothing  practical  proofs  that  they  were 
remembered  by  their  friends  at  home.  During  the 
bitterly  cold  night  of  September  28th  the  Forty-sev- 
enth occupied  the  fort  and  momentarily  expected  an 
attack.  At  four  o'clock  in  the  morning  they  heard 
the  heavy  firing  which  they  supposed  to  indicate  an 
engagement  with  the  enemy  on  the  part  of  some  of 
the  other  regiments  encamped  in  the  vicinity,  and 
hastily  forming  the  men  marched  at  double  quick 
three  miles  in  the  direction  of  the  sound  to  reinforce 
their  comrades.  But  it  was  found  that  through  a  sad 
mistake  the  Sixty-ninth  and  Seventy-first  Pennsyl- 
vania Regiments  had  been  firing  upon  each  other. 

The  regiment  moved  with  the  brigade  and  division 
to  Camp  Griffin,  and  on  October  11th  took  part  in 
the  grand  review  at  Bailey's  Cross-Roads.  On  the 
20th  of  December  it  was  ordered  to  take  part  in  the 
battle  of  Dranesville,  but  the  enemy  retreated  before 
it  reached  the  field.  On  Jan.  22,  1862,  the  regiment 
was  ordered,  at  the  request  of  Brig.-Gen.  Brannan, 
then  commanding  the  Third  Brigade,  to  accompany 
him  to  Key  West,  Fla.  On  the  following  day  it  left 
Washington  for  Annapolis,  embarked  on  the  steam- 
ship "Oriental"  on  the  27th,  and  arrived  at  Key 
West  February  4th.  It  was  then  brigaded  with  the 
Seventh  New  Hampshire  and  the  Ninetieth  and 
Ninety-first  New  York,  all  under  the  command  of 
Gen.  Brannan.  While  in  Florida  the  regiment  suf- 
fered much  from  fevers  incidental  to  the  climate,  and 
many  of  its  members  died.  At  length,  upon  the  18th 
of  June,  to  the  relief  and  joy  of  all,  it  embarked  for 
Hilton  Head,  S.  C,  where  it  arrived  on  the  22d.  In 
July  it  moved  to  Beaufort,  where  it  was  brigaded  with 
the  Sixth  Connecticut,  Seventh  New  Hampshire,  and 
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Eighth  Maine.  It  being  necessary  to  picket  the  en- 
tire island,  and  a  large  portion  of  the  force  being  sent 
North,  the  duty  devolving  upon  those  who  remained 
became  exceedingly  onerous,  but  the  men  of  the 
Forty-seventh  bore  their  full  sbare,  and  the  regiment 
received  the  highest  commendation  from  Gens.  Hun- 
ter and  Brannan  for  its  attention  to  duty  and  fine 
discipline. 

Soon  after  Gen.  0.  M.  Mitchell  assumed  command 
of  the  Department  of  the  South,  about  the  middle  of 
September,  an  expedition  was  fitted  out  to  penetrate 
Florida  and  remove  the  obstructions  in  the  St.  John's 
River.      For  this  purpose  a  force  was  selected,  con- 
sisting of  the  Forty-seventh  Pennsylvania,  Seventh 
Connecticut,  First  Connecticut  Battery,  and  one  com- 
pany of  the  First  Massachusetts  Cavalry,  all  under 
command  of  Gen.  Brannan.      Landing  at  Maysport 
Mills  on  the  1st  of  October,  the  campaign  was  opened 
by  operations    directed   against  St.  John's  Bluff,   a 
strongly-fortified  point  five  miles  from  the  mouth  of 
the  St.  John's  River.     Making  a  detour  of  twenty- 
five   miles    through  pine   woods   and    swamps,   the 
Forty-seventh  constantly  in  the  advance,  and  almost 
incessantly  skirmishing  with  and  driving  the  enemy 
before  them,  the  command  bivouacked  at  night  in  the 
rear  of  the  fort.     The  gunboats  were  constantly  ex- 
changing shots  with  the  rebels  in  their  works  during 
the  night.     In  the  morning  the  brigade  was  formed 
and  advanced  to  the  assault,  but  they  found  that  the 
Confederate  Gen.  Finuegan,  who  was  in  command, 
had  evacuated  under  cover  of  the  darkness,  leaving 
eleven  pieces  of  artillery  and  a  great  quantity  of  am- 
munition.   Companies  B  and  E,  under  command  of 
Capt.  Yard,  were  sent  in  pursuit  of  the  retreating  foe, 
and,  after  a  sharp  skirmish,  took  possession  of  Jack- 
sonville, Fla.     Thence  the  two  companies  proceeded, 
on  the  6th  of  October,  by  steamer  "  Darlington,"  two 
hundred  miles  up  the  river,  where  the  rebel  steamer 
"  Governor  Milton"  was  captured  and  safely  conveyed 
within  the  Union  lines.   The  loss  to  the  Forty-seventh 
in  these  successful  operations  was  but  two  wounded. 

On  the  21st  the  command  proceeded  to  destroy  the 
railroad  bridge  over  the  Pocotaligo,  and  sever  com- 
munication between  Charleston  and  Savannah.  A 
landing  was  effected  at  Mackey's  Point,  and  with  the 
Forty-seventh  again  in  advance  the  force  marched  to- 
wards the  bridge.  Col.  Good  being  in  command  of 
the  brigade  and  Lieut.-Col.  Alexander  in  command  of 
the  regiment.  The  brigade  had  marched  but  a  few 
miles  when,  coming  out  into  an  open  region,  it  re- 
ceived a  heavy  fire  from  a  rebel  field  battery.  The 
brigade  was  deployed  to  the  front,  and  drove  the 
enemy  from  their  position.  A  little  farther  on,  at 
Frampton,  the  rebels  were  found  posted  in  a  wood 
with  infantry  and  artillery,  while  in  their  front  was 
an  open  cotton-field.  The  brigade  was  formed  in  line 
of  battle  with  two  companies  thrown  forward  as  skir- 
mishers, and  charged  upon  the  enemy  in  the  face  of 
a  terrific  fire.    This  bold  movement  had  the  desired 


effect;  the  enemy  fled  precipitately  and  in  panic. 
Pursuit  was  made,  and  after  a  chase  of  four  miles  the 
enemy  was  found  in  force  at  Pocotaligo  bridge,  under 
command  of  Gen.  Walker.  A  ravine  extended  along 
their  front.  The  Forty-seventh  was  ordered  to  relieve 
the  Seventh  Connecticut,  and  forming  upon  the  edge 
of  the  stream,  kept  up  for  two  hours  a  steady  and  ef- 
fective fire.  But  they  received  a  storm  more  terrible 
than  they  sent,  for  the  rebels  in  their  strong  intrenoh- 
meuts  obtained  a  large  reinforcement,  and  poured 
forth  a  murderous  fire  upon  the  Union  line.  The 
ammunition  of  the  artillery  being  completely  ex- 
hausted, and  night  coming  on,  the  command  was 
withdrawn  to  Mackey's  Point.  Capts.  Mickley  and 
Junker  and  fourteen  enlisted  men  were  killed  and 
one  hundred  and  fourteen  wounded.  Both  oflicers 
and  men  were  complimented  in  general  orders  for 
their  gallantry.  Returning  to  Hilton  Head  on  the 
23d,  the  Forty-seventh  was,  a  week  later,  detailed  as 
escort  at  the  burial  of  Gen.  Mitchell,  and  fired  the 
salute  over  his  grave. 

The  Forty- seventh  was  ordered  to  Key  West,  Fla., 
on  the  15th  of  November,  and  arrived  there  on  the 
18th.     Here  a  detachment  of  five  companies,  under 
command  of  Col.  Good,  was  ordered  to  garrison  Fort 
Taylor,  and  the  remaining  fire,  under  Lieut.-Col. 
Alexander,  to  garrison  Fort  Jefferson.     At  this  time 
the  military   importance  of   these    posts   was   very 
great.      A  strenuous  effort  to  secure  foreign  inter- 
vention was  being  made  by  the  Confederate  govern- 
ment, and  with   some  prospect  of  success.      In  his 
instructions  to  Col.  Good  the  general  commanding 
says,  "  It  is  hardly  necessary  to  point  out  to  you  the 
extreme  military  importance  of  the  two  works  now 
intrusted  to  your  command.     Suffice  it  to  state  that 
they  cannot  pass  out  of  our  hands  without  the  great- 
est possible  disgrace  to  whoever  may  conduct  their 
defense  and  to  the  nation  at  large.     In  view  of  diffi- 
culties that  may  soon  culminate  in  war  with  foreign 
powers,  it  is  eminently  necessary  that  these  works 
should  be  immediately  placed  beyond  any  possibility 
of  seizure  by  any  naval  or  military  force  that  may  be 
thrown   upon   them   from    neighboring  ports.    .    .    . 
Seizure  of  these  forts  by  coup  de  main  may  be  the 
first  act  of  hostilities  instituted  by  foreign  powers, 
and  the  comparative  isolation  of  their  position,  and 
their  distance  from  reinforcements,  point  them  out  (in- 
dependent of  their  national  importance)  as  peculiarly 
the  object  of  such  an  effort  to  possess  them."    Recog- 
nizing the  imminent  peril  to  which  they  were  exposed, 
without  a  moment's  delay  the  entire  available  force 
was  employed  to  place  the  forts  in  the  best  possible 
condition  of  defense,  and  the  efforts  were  unremitting 
until  every  means  at  command  were  brought  into 
requisition  to  render  them  impregnable.     In  these 
positions,  with  Col.  Good  in  command,  the  regiment 
remained  until  the  25th  of  February,  1864.     In  the 
mean  time  five  hundred  men  of  the  regiment  had 
re-enlisted  and  received  a  veteran  furlough.     The 
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Forty-seventh  was  highly  complimented  at  various 
times  during  its  occupancy  of  Key  West  for  its  effi- 
ciency, and  continually  enjoyed  the  confidence  of  the 
department  commander. 

In  obedience  to  orders  received  Feb.  25,  1864,  the 
regiment  proceeded  to  Franklin,  La.,  where  it  was 
assigned  to  the  Second  Brigade  of  the  First  Di- 
vision, Nineteenth  Army  Corps.  An  expedition  was 
fitting  out  at  Franklin,  under  command  of  Gen. 
Banks,  to  proceed  up  the  Red  River,  and  on  March 
15th  it  moved,  infantry,  cavalry,  and  artillery,  by 
way  of  New  Iberia,  Vermilionville,  Opelousas,  and 
Washington  to  Alexandria,  where  it  was  joined  by 
the  command  of  Gen.  A.  J.  Smith,  and  a  fleet  of  gun- 
boats under  command  of  Commodore  Porter.  After 
a  few  days'  rest  it  again  moved  forward,  following  the 
course  of  the  Red  River  toward  Shreveport,  which 
was  to  be  the  point  of  attack.  The  line  of  march 
from  Natchitoches  was  through  a  country  affording 
no  forage  and  but  little  water.  The  regiment  en- 
camped on  the  night  of  April  7th  at  Pleasant  Hill, 
and  on  the  following  day  marched  until  three  o'clock 
P.M.,  when  the  column  halted.  Firing  had  been 
heard  in  the  front  for  some  time,  and  the  Forty- 
seventh  was  hurriedly  formed  and  sent  forward  at 
double  quick,  passing  the  Second  Division  of  the 
Nineteenth  Corps.  As  it  approached  the  scene  of 
action,  infantry,  cavalry,  and  artillery,  in  a  confused 
mass,  were  met  hurrying  toward  the  rear.  The  bri- 
gade was  brought  into  position  on  a  small  elevation. 
Scarcely  had  this  been  done  when  the  rebels,  flushed 
by  victory,  came  sweeping  on  in  hot  pursuit  of  the 
retreating  Union  troops.  A  well-directed  volley  at 
short  range  fi'om  the  half-concealed  battle-line  which 
had  been  hastily  formed  suddenly  brought  them  to 
a  halt.  Infantry  and  artillery  had  poured  a  storm  of 
lead  and  iron  into  their  ranks  which  literally  mowed 
them  down.  The  rebel  line  wavered  and  fell  back,  but 
again  pressed  forward  bravely,  and  was  again  repulsed. 
Moore,  in  his  "  Rebellion  Record,"  says,  "  Volley  after 
volley  was  discharged  from  each  side  full  into  the 
ranks  of  their  opponents,  but  neither  gave  signs  of 
yielding,  and  night  charitably  threw  her  mantle  over 
the  ghastly  scene,  and  enforced  a  cessation  of  hostili- 
ties. The  wounded  of  both  armies  lay  during  the 
night  between  the  lines,  and  their  groans  and  cries 
for  water  were  most  distressing.  Shortly  after  mid- 
night the  command  was  withdrawn,  and,  wearied  and 
worn,  it  returned  to  Pleasant  Hill  on  the  9th.  The 
loss  was  near  sixty  men  killed  and  wounded,  and 
among  the  former  was  Lieut.  Swoyer,  of  Company 
K.  At  Pleasant  Hill  the  regiment  was  posted  on 
the  right  of  the  line,  with  its  right  resting  on  a  high 
blufi'.  The  enemy,  under  command  of  "  Dick"  Taylor, 
made  an  attack  at  mid-day,  and  the  battle  raged  with 
great  fury  until  five  o'clock  p.m.  In  the  middle  of 
the  afternoon  the  Forty-seventh  was  ordered  from 
the  right  to  the  left  of  the  line,  and  while  passing  by 
the  flank,  in  the  rear  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Sixty- 


fifth,  repelled  a  charge  made  against  that  regiment, 
and  before  which  they  had  fallen  back.  Then  the 
Forty-seventh  made  an  impetuous  counter-charge, 
and  a  desperate  encounter  ensued,  in  which  the  rebels 
were  driven  back  and  several  pieces  of  artillery  cap- 
tured. Lieut.-Col.  Alexander  was  severely  wounded, 
and  Color-Sergt.  Benjamin  F.  Walls  was  wounded, 
as  was  also  Sergt.  Pyers,  of  Company  C,  who  seized 
the  colors  when  Walls  was  obliged  to  relinquish 
them. 

Gen.  Banks,  notwithstanding  the  victory  at  Pleasant 
Hill,  was  obliged  to  retreat  to  Grand  Ecore,  which 
place  was  strongly  fortified.  There  the  army  remained 
until  the  22d,  when  the  retreat  to  Alexandria  was 
commenced,  which  place  was  reached  on  the  25th, 
after  a  light  engagement  with  the  enemy  at  Cave  Hill. 
During  this  expedition  the  Forty-seventh  marched 
eight  hundred  miles,  and  lost,  by  sickness,  killed, 
wounded,  and  missing,  two  hundred  men.  On  the 
16th  of  May  the  army  reached  Simmsport,  and  crossed 
the  Atchafalaya  on  a  bridge  of  steamers.  Subse- 
quently the  regiment  moved  to  New  Orleans,  and  was 
ordered  from  there  to  Washington,  where  it  arrived 
on  July  12,  1864.  As  a  part  of  the  Nineteenth  Corps, 
under  Gen.  Hunter,  the  Forty-seventh  was  engaged 
in  the  defense  of  the  capital,  and  in  expelling  the 
rebel  army  from  Maryland.  Gen.  Sheridan  was  soon 
after  placed  in  command  of  the  forces  concentrated 
here,  and  proceeded  to  reorganize  what  was  thereafter 
known  as  the  Army  of  the  Shenandoah. 

On  the  19th  of  September  the  regiment,  posted  on 
the  extreme  right  of  the  corps,  engaged  in  the  battle 
of  Opequan.  At  two  o'clock  a.m.  Gen.  Sheridan  drew 
out  his  entire  force,  determined  to  carry  the  enemy's 
works  by  assault.  The  First  Division  of  the  Nine- 
teenth Corps,  to  which  the  Forty-seventh  was  attached, 
fought  with  great  gallantry,  and  sustained  heavy 
loss.  The  grand  charge  of  Gen.  Crook's  forces  and 
the  cavalry  under  Averill  was  made  through  the  line 
held  by  this  regiment.  The  rebels  fell  back  to  Fish- 
er's Hill,  eight  miles  south  of  Winchester,  where  they 
were  found  on  the  21st  strongly  posted.  The  Forty- 
seventh  deployed  as  skirmishers,  and  charged  the 
enemy's  works.  Owing  to  the  abruptness  of  the  as- 
cent the  rebels  were  unable  to  depress  their  guns,  and 
the  men  suffered  little  loss.  The  pursuit  of  the  re- 
treating foe  was  continued  during  the  entire  night, 
and  until  it  reached  Port  Republic.  The  command 
soon  after  returned,  and  encamped  at  Cedar  Creek. 

Col.  Good  and  Lieut.-Col.  Alexander  were  mus- 
tered out  on  the  24th  of  September,  their  terms  having 
expired,  and  Maj.  Gobin  and  Charles  W.  Abbott,  of 
Company  K,  were  promoted  to  fill  the  vacancies, 
while  Capt.  Levi  Stuber,  of  Company  I,  was  promoted 
to  major. 

On  the  17th  of  October  the  Forty-seventh  proceeded 
on  a  reconnoiesance  to  Strasburg,  and  on  the  Wth 
participated  in  the  battle  of  Cedar  Creek,  where  the 
Army  of  West  Virginia,  under  Crook,  was  surprised 
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and  driven  from  its  works.  The  Second  Brigade,  with 
the  Forty-seventh  on  the  right,  was  thrown  into  the 
breach  to  arrest  the  retreat.  The  line  was  formed 
while  vast  bodies  of  men  were  rushing  by  it,  and  a 
heavy  fog  prevented  objects  being  seen  at  a  distance 
of  fifty  yards.  Suddenly  the  enemy  came  down  under 
cover  of  the  fog.  The  right  of  the  regiment  was 
thrown  back  until  it  was  almost  a  semicircle.  The 
brigade,  only  fifteen  hundred  strong,  was  contending 
with  Gordon's  entire  division,  and  was  forced  to  retire, 
but  in  comparatively  good  order,  though  exposed  to  a 
raking  fire.  Repeatedly  forming  as  it  was  pushed 
back,  and  making  a  stand  at  every  available  point,  it 
finally  succeeded  in  checking  the  enemy's  onset,  when 
Gen.  Sheridan  suddenly  appeared  upon  the  field,  who 
met  his  crestfallen,  shattered  battalions  without  a 
word  of  reproach,  but  joyously  swinging  his  cap, 
shouted  to  the  stragglers  as  he  rode  rapidly  past  them, 
"  Face  the  other  way,  boys !  We  are  going  back  to 
our  camp !  We  are  going  to  lick  them  out  of  their 
boots  !"  The  lines  reformed  almost  as  by  magic.  The 
first  charge  of  the  enemy  fell  upon  the  Nineteenth 
Corps,  and  was  handsomely  repulsed.  The  force  of 
the  blow  was  heavy  upon  the  Forty-seventh,  but  it 
stood  firm,  and  was  complimented  on  the  field  by  Gen. 
Thomas.  The  army  now  began  to  take  courage. 
When  the  final  grand  charge  was  made,  the  regiment 
moved  at  nearly  right  angles  with  the  rebel  front. 
The  brigade  charged  gallantly,  and  the  entire  line 
making  a  left  wheel,  came  down  on  the  enemy's  left 
flank,  when  they  "  went  whirling  up  the  valley"  in 
confusion.  In  the  pursuit  to  Fisher's  Hill  the  regi- 
ment led,  and  upon  its  arrival  was  placed  on  the  skir- 
mish line,  where  it  remained  until  noon  of  the  next 
day.  The  army  was  attacked  at  early  dawn,  and  no 
respite  was  given  to  take  food  until  the  pursuit  was 
ended.  Capt.  Minnich  was  killed,  Maj.  Gobel  (cap- 
tain Company  G)  mortally,  and  Capt.  Oyster  severely, 
wounded.  The  loss  was  one  hundred  and  seventy- 
six  killed,  wounded,  and  missing.  The  corps  fell  back 
five  miles  to  Winchester,  and  went  into  winter  quar- 
ters. A  good  camp  was  formed,  but  it  had  to  be  aban- 
doned, and  on  the  evening  of  the  20th  of  December, 
in  the  midst  of  a  snow-storm,  the  regiment  moved 
towards  Fairview,  where  it  again  went  into  winter 
quarters,  and  was  on  constant  active  duty,  guarding 
the  railroad  and  constructing  works  of  defense  against 
the  incursions  of  the  guerrillas.  The  regiment  par- 
ticipated in  a  number  of  reconnoissances  and  skir- 
mishes during  the  winter. 

After  the  surrender  of  Lee  to  Grant,  on  the  9th 
of  April,  the  regiment  moved  by  rail  to  Washing- 
ton, and  encamped  near  Fort  Stevens.  Here  it  was 
clothed  and  equipped,  and  participated  in  the  grand 
review  on  the  23d  and  24th  of  May.  On  the  1st  of 
June  it  was  again  ordered  to  duty,  and  embarked  for 
Savannah,  Ga.,  where  it  arrived  on  the  6th.  In  July 
it  proceeded  to  Charieston,  S.  C,  and  relieved  the 
One  Hundred  and  Sixty-fifth  New  York,  on  duty  in 


the  city,  its  headquarters  being  in  the  beautiful  man- 
sion of  the  Confederate  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
Company  E  garrisoned  Fort  Moultrie,  and  a  detach- 
ment of  Company  G  Fort  Sumter.  Many  of  the 
members  of  the  Forty-seventh  fell  victims  to  disease, 
and  their  remains  now  repose  in  Magnolia  Cemetery. 
At  length  the  long-wished-for  day  of  muster  out  ar- 
rived. The  regiment,  on  the  3d  of  January,  1866, 
embarked  for  New  York,  where,  after  a  stormy  pas- 
sage, it  arrived  safely  and  proceeded  by  rail  to  Phila- 
delphia. It  had  seen  service  in  seven  of  the  Southern 
States,  participated  in  the  most  exhausting  cam- 
paigns, marched  more  than  twelve  hundred  miles, 
and  made  twelve  voyages  at  sea.  It  was  the  only 
Pennsylvania  regiment  that  participated  in  the  Red 
River  campaign,  or  that  served  in  that  department 
prior  to  the  surrender  of  Lee.  On  the  9th  of  January, 
after  a  term  of  service  of  four  years  and  four  months, 
it  was  mustered  out  at  Camp  Cadwalader.^ 

Col.  Tilghman  H.  Good. — Henry  Good,  the 
grandfather  of  Col.  Good,  emigrated  from  Switzer- 
land, and  settled  in  South  Whitehall  township,  Le- 
high Co.,  Pa.,  where  he  was  an  enterprising  farmer. 
His  children  were  three  sons — Nathan,  James,  and 
Henry — and  five  daughters, — Mary,  Leah,  Hettie, 
Eliza,  and  Anna.  James  was  born  in  South  White- 
hall township,  May  24,  1804,  and  died  Dec.  21,  1838, 
having  succeeded  to  the  employment  of  his  father. 
He  married  Mary  Blumer,  born  Feb.  6, 1807,  daughter 
of  AbramBlumer,  of  the  same  township,  and  had  chil- 
dren,— ^Edwin  (deceased),  Tilghman  H.,  James  (de- 
ceased), Sarah  (Mrs.  Rufus  Snyder),  Henrietta  (Mrs. 
Russel  Thayer),  and  Caroline  (Mrs.  William  Rein- 
smith).  Tilghman  H.  was  born  Oct.  6, 1830,  in  South 
Whitehall.  When  eiglit  years  of  age,  his  father  hav- 
ing died,  the  lad  found  a  home  with  his  uncle,  Peter 
Blank,  with  whom  he  remained  until  his  sixteenth 
year,  his  time  having  been  occupied  with  labor  upon 
the  farm  and  attendance  at  the  neighboring  school. 
He  then  removed  to  Allentown  and  became  an  ap- 
prentice to  the  trade  of  a  shoemaker.  On  completing 
his  term  of  service  he  removed  to  Philadelphia,  and 
for  two  years  continued  to  exercise  his  skill  upon  the 
bench.  On  returning  to  Allentown  he  opened  a  boot 
and  shoe  store,  and  continued  thus  engaged  until 
1849,  when  he  became  the  landlord  of  the  Allen 
House,  and  after  a  period  of  four  years  in  connection 
with  the  latter  enterprise  he  resumed  his  former 
business. 

Col.  Good  was,  on  the  6th  of  April,  1851,  married 
to  Miss  Mary,  daughter  of  Amandus  Trexler,  of  Al- 
lentown, to  whom  was  born  one  child,  who  died  in 
infancy.  On  the  organization  of  the  Allentown  Bank, 
Col.  Good  was  elected  paying  teller,  which  position 
he  filled  for  four  years,  when  he  engaged  in  the  sale 
of  hats  and  shoes.     He  had   for   many  years  been 


1  Taken  with  some  slight  cliaiigea  from  Bates'  Record  of  the  Penusyl- 
vania  Volunteers. 
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identified  with  the  militia  of  the  State,  as  commander 
of  the  Allen  Eifles  and  brigade  inspector  for  the 
county.  His  military  ardor  and  patriotism  alike 
prompted  him  to  offer  his  services  to  the  government 
in  the  emergency.  He  assisted  in  the  organization  of 
the  First  Pennsylvania  Regiment  of  Volunteers,  of 
which  he  was  made  lieutenant-colonel.  After  three 
months'  service  he  organized  the  Forty-seventh  Regi- 
ment Pen  nsylvania  Volunteers,  and  for  three  years  and 
two  months  participated  actively  as  its  commander  in 
many  of  the  most  important  events  of  the  war.  The 
regiment  was  at  various  times  highly  complimented 
for  its  efficiency,  and  enjoyed  the  confidence  of  the 
commander  of  the  department.  On  retiring  from 
active  service  Col.  Good  became  landlord  of  the 
American  Hotel,  and  two  years  later  embarked  in  the 
real  estate,  insurance,  and  banking  business,  which 
was  continued  until  1879,  when  he  became  a  second 
time  landlord  of  the  Allen  House.  He  has  been 
largely  identified  with  the  growth  and  business  de- 
velopment of  AUentown,  as  director  and  former  sec- 
retary and  treasurer  of  the  Elliger  Real  Estate  Asso- 
ciation, and  member  of  the  building  committee  to 
erect  the  Adelaide  Silk-Mills,  and  in  many  other  im- 
portant interests.  Col.  Good  has  been  for  many  years 
an  influential  advocate  of  the  principles  of  the  Democ- 
racy in  his  county.  He  was  in  1858  elected  to  the 
State  Legislature,  serving  on  various  important  com- 
mittees. He  was  in  1868  elected  mayor  of  AUentown, 
re-elected  in  1870,  and  at  a  later  period  served  in  the 
same  ofiicial  capacity  for  a  third  term.  He  is  also  a 
member  of  the  Allen  Commandery  of  Knights  Tem- 
plar. 

Maj.  William  H.  Gatjslee.— David  Gausler  (or 
Gossler),  the  father  of  William  H.,  was  a  native  of 
Bucks  County,  Pa.,  and  reared  by  Mr.  Huber.  He 
learned  the  trade  of  a  shoemaker  in  Northampton 
County,  which  was  successfully  followed  for  a  brief 
period,  after  which  he  embarked  in  the  business  of 
hotel-keeping  at  Rittersville,  Hanover  township,  Le- 
high Co.,  and  later  at  Howertown  and  Butztown, 
Northampton  Co.,  Pa.  He  was  an  officer  in  the 
Florida  war,  in  1835-36,  as  also  under  Gen.  Sam 
Houston  in  Texas,  where  he  doubtless  met  his  death. 
Mr.  Gossler  married  Polly,  daughter  of  Abram  Clater, 
whose  family  were  distinguished  in  early  times,  and 
had  children, — William  H.  and  Augustus  A.,  the 
latter  of  whom  was  drowned,  in  1848,  in  the  Lehigh 
Canal,  near  Easton.  William  H.  was  born  on  the  9th 
of  May,  1830,  at  Rittersville,  Hanover  township,  and 
spent  much  of  his  early  youth  at  Bethlehem  in  school. 
From  1840  until  1856  he  was  associated  with  the 
Lehigh  Canal,  first  as  driver  and  (at  fourteen)  as 
commander  of  a  boat.  Being  a  young  man  of  much 
enterprise  he  soon  acquired  a  large  boating  property, 
■and  on  attaining  his  majority  was  the  proprietor  of  a 
line  of  twelve  transportation  boats  on  the  above 
canal  plying  between  Philadelphia  and  White  Haven. 
He  also  had  a  line  running  from  White  Haven  to 


AUentown,  supplying  the  towns  en  route  with  provis- 
ions and  other  materials,  and  returning  with  lumber. 

In  1856,  under  the  firm-name  of  Pretz,  Balliet, 
Gausler  &  Co.,  he  established  a  planing-mill  and 
lumber-yard,  which  business  was  continued  for  three 
years.  In  1860,  Mr.  Gausler  established  a  wholesale 
coal-  and  lumber-yard,  and  conducted  an  extensive 
trade  until  the  freshet  of  1862  compelled  its  abandon- 
ment. At  the  beginning  of  the  late  war  (in  1861)  he 
entered  the  service  as  commander  of  the  Allen  Rifles 
and  Jordan  Artillery,  of  AUentown.  He  was,  at  the 
expiration  of  his  term  of  service,  appointed  major  of 
the  Forty-seventh  Regiment  Pennsylvania  Volun- 
teers, organized  by  Col.  Good  and  himself,  and  par- 
ticipated actively  in  the  Red  River  expedition  under 
Gen.  Banks.  He  was  appointed  provost^marshal  at 
Key  West,  Fla.,  in  1862,  and  was  also  placed  in  com- 
mand of  Fort  Taylor. 

Mr.  Gausler,  in  1866,  made  Philadelphia  his  place 
of  residence,  where  he  engaged  in  the  wholesale  gro- 
cery trade.  In  1868  he  became  an  importer  of  queens- 
ware,  and  a  year  later  organized  the  firiii  of  Gausler, 
Russel  &  Co.,  which  existed  for  five  years,  after 
which  the  present  firm  of  Gausler,  Hoffman  &  Co. 
was  established,  now  the  leading  importers  of  queens- 
ware  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia. 

Mr.  Gausler  was  married,  in  1852,  to  Miss  Sarah  A. 
Schimpf,  of  AUentown,  whose  children  are  Augustus 
C,  Emma  (Mrs.  William  Leeds),  Nina  (Mrs.  George 
C.  Child),  William  H.,  Edward  A.,  and  Jennie.  In 
politics  Mr.  Gausler's  sentiments  are  strongly  Repub- 
lican, and  though  formerly  active  in  the  political 
arena  and  a  member  of  the  City  Council  of  Allen- 
town,  he  is  now  chiefly  devoted  to  business  pursuits. 
He  is  in  religion  a  member  of  the  Lutheran  Church. 
He  is  also  identified  with  the  Masonic  fraternity,  as  a 
member  of  Porter  Lodge  (of  Catasauqua),  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons,  and  of  Hector  Tindale  Post,  No. 
160,  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic. 

Field  and  Staff.i 

Col.  Tilgbman  H.  Good  (AUentown),  must,  into  eervice  Sept.  24,  1861; 

must,  out  Sept.  24, 1804,  exp.  of  term. 
Col.  J.  P.  S,  GoWn  (Sunbury),  pro.  fiom  capt.  Co.  0  to  maj.  July  24,1864; 

to  col.  Jan.  3,  1865 ;  to  brev.  brig.-gen.  Marcb  13, 1866 ;  must,  out 

witb  regiment  Dec.  26, 1865. 
Lieut.-Uol.  6.  W.  Alexander  (Reading),  must,  out  Sept.  23, 1864,  exp.  of 

term. 
Lieut.-Col.  Cbarles  W.  Abbott  (AUentown),  pro.  from  capt.  Co.  K  Jan. 

3, 1865;  must,  out  witb  regiment  Dec.  25, 1866. 
Maj.  William  H.  Gausler  (AUentown),  disch.  by  special  order  of  War 

Department  April  15, 1864. 
Maj.  Levi  Stuber  (AUentown),  pro.  from  capt.,  Co.  I,  to  maj.  May  22, 

1866;  must,  out  witb  regiment. 
Adjt.  J.  W.  Fuller,  Jr.  (Catasauqua),  pro.  from  sergt.,  Co,  P,  to  adjt.  Oct. 

80,  1861  ;  res,  Jan.  9,  1862. 
Adjt.  W.  H.  E.  Hangen  (AUentown),  dismissed  by  order  of  War  Depart. 

ment  April  15, 1864. 
Q.M.  James  Yan  Dyke  (AUentown),  pro.  from  1st  lient.,  Co.  C,  to  q.m. 

Sept.  24,  1861 ;  rea.  Jan.  16,  1862. 
Q.M.  Francis  Z.  Heebner  (AUentown),  pro.  from  private,  Co.  B,  to  q.ai. 


'  Those  members  of  the  field  and  staff  who  are  from  Lehigh  County 
are  indicated,  and  a  few  officers  from  other  localities  are  inserted. 
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Jan.  20, 1862;  prisoner  from  October,  1804,  to  March,  1865;  must, 
out  June  1,  1805,  exp.  of  term. 
Q.M.W.  H.  Ginkinger  (Allentown),  pro.  from  private,  Co,  B.to  com.- 
sergt.  Sept.  IS,  1861 ;  to  q.m.  June  23, 1805 ;  must,  out  witli   regi- 
ment. 

Company  B. 

E.  P.  Rhoads,  capt.,  must.  Aug.  30,  1801 ;  pro.  to  capt.  Aug.  30,  1801; 

must,  out  Sept.  18,  1864,  exp.  of  terra. 
>     Edwin  G.  Minnich,  capt.,  must.  Aug.  30, 1861 ;  pro.  to  let  lieut.  Aug.30, 

1861;  to  capt.  Sept.  19,  1804;  killed  at  Cedar  Creek,  Va.,  Oct.  19, 

1804;  buried  in  National  Cemetery,  Winchester,  lot  9. 
William  H.  Kleckner,  capt.,  must.  Aug.  30, 1861 ;  pro.  to  Ist  lieut.  Sept. 

19,1864;  to  capt.  Jan.  4,1805;  must,  out  with  company  Dec.  25, 

1864 ;  veteran. 
H.  A.  Haltiman,  1st  lieut.,  must.  Aug.  30,1801  ;  pro.  to  2d  lieut.  Sept  19, 

1864;  to  l{»t  lieut.  Jan.  4, 1805  ;  must,  out  with  company  Dec.  25, 

1805;  veteran. 
Allen  G.  Ballict,  2J  lieut.,  must.  Aug.  30,  1861 ;  pro.  to  2d  lieut.  Aug.  30, 

1861 ;  must,  out  Sept.  18,  lSr-4. 
E.  A.  Hilliard,  2d  lieut.,  must.  Aug.  30,  1801 ;  pro.  to  2d  lieut.  Jan.  1, 

1865;  must,  out  with  company  Dec.  25, 1865;  veteran. 
Thomas  F.  Gourwine,  1st    sergt.,  must.  Aug.  30,1861;  pro.  to  sergt. 

Sept.  19, 1864;  to  1st  sergt.  Jan.  1,1865;  must,  out  with  company 

Dec. 25, 1805;  veteran. 
Allen  Goumer,  1st  sergt., must.  Aug.30, 1861 ;  killed  at  Pocotaligo,  S  C, 

Oct.  22,  1862. 
T.  Bergensbock,  sergt.,  must.  Sept.  10, 1861 ;  pro.  to  sergt.  Sept.  19, 1864  ; 

must,  out  with  company  Dec.  25, 1865  ;  veteran. 
John  Houck,  sergt.,  must.  Aug.  30. 1861 ;  must,  out  with  company  Dec. 

26,  1S65;  veteran. 
Charles  E.  Miller,  sergt.,  must.  Jan.  9, 1862 ;  pro.  to  sergt.  Jan.  1, 1865  ; 

must,  out  with  company  Dec.  25, 1865. 
Franklin  Fatzinger,  sergt.,  must.  Aug.   30,  1861  ;   pro.  to  sergt.  Nov. 

1865;  must,  out  with  company  Dec.  25, 1865  ;  veteran. 
Oliver  Hiskey,  aergt.,  must.  Aug.  30,  1863  ;  must,  out  Sept.  18, 1864,  exp. 

of  term. 
Charles  Backman,  sergt.,  muet.  Aug.  30,  1861  ;  pro.  to  sergt.  Aug.  1, 

1864;  wounded  at  Cedar  Creek.  Va.,  Oct.  19,  186i ;  pro.  to  com.- 

sergt.  Nov.  1, 1805  ;  veteran. 
Matthew  B.  Tuller,  sergt.,  must.  Aug.  30, 1861. 
Henry  H.  Kramer,  Corp.,  must.  Sept.  10,  1861 ;  pro.  to  corp.  June  24, 

1861 ;  wounded  at  Cedar  Creek,  Va.,  Oct.  19,  1804  ;  must,  out  with 

company  Dec.  25, 1805 ;  veteran . 
John  Eisenhard,  corp.,  must.  Aug.  30, 1801 ;  pro.  to  Corp.  April  21,1865; 

must,  out  with  company  Dec.  25, 1865  ;  veteran. 
Daniel  G.  Gerhard,  Corp.,  must.  Aug.30, 1861 ;  pro.  to  corp.  Oct.  16, 1865; 

must,  out  with  company  Dec.  25, 1805  ;  veteran. 
Charles  H.  Knauss,  Corp.,  must.  Sept.  24, 1861 ;  pro.  to  corp.  Oct.  4, 1865  ; 

wounded  at  Cedar  Creek,  Va.,  Oct.  19, 1864  ;  must,  out  with  company 

Dec.  25,  1805. 
Valentine  Fisher,  Corp.,  must.  Aug.  30, 1861 ;  pro.  to  corp.  Oct.  16, 1865 ; 

must,  out  with  company  Dec.  25, 1865 ;  veteran. 
T.   Beinsmith,  corp.,  must.  Aug.  30,  1861;  pro.  to  Corp.  Oct.  1,1864; 

wounded  at  Pleasant  Hill,  La.,  April  9,  1864  ;  must,  out  with  com- 
pany Dec.  25, 1865  ;  veteran. 
George  J.  "Weiss,  corp.,  must.  Aug.  30, 1861 ;  pro.  to  corp.  Oct.  20, 1804; 

must,  out  with  company  Dec.  25, 1865  ;  veteran. 
Hamson  Geiger,  Corp.,  must.  Aug.30,  1861;  pro.  to  corp.  Nov.  1,1804; 

wounded  at  Cedar  Creek,  Va.,  Oct.  19,  1864;  must,  out  with  com- 
pany Dec.  25, 1865 ;  veteran. 
Henry  Storch,  corp.,  must.  Aug.  30,  1861 ;  disch.  to  enlist  in  regular 

army  Jan.  13, 1862. 
Allen  J.  Keinhard,  Corp.,  must.  Sept.  10, 1862  ;  must,  out  June  1, 1865. 
Henry  A.  Schwartz,  Corp.,  must.  Oct.  16,  1862;  must,  out  Oct.  15,  1865, 

exp.  of  term. 
Francis  H.  Straohly,  Corp.,  must.  Oct.  16, 1862  ;  must,  out  Oct.  15, 1865, 

exp.  of  term. 
Lewis  H.  Seip,  Corp.,  must.  Aug.  30,  1801 ;  wounded  at  Sabine  Cross- 

Boads,  La.,  April  8, 1864;  pro.  to  corp.  Sept.  19, 1864  ;  disch.  Oct.  4, 

1865  ;  veteran. 
John  A.  Darrohn,  Corp.,  must.  Aug.  30,  1861 ;  died  at  Winchester,  Va., 

Nov.  12,  1864,  of  wounds  received  at  Cedar  Creek,  Va.,  Oct.  4, 1864; 

veteran. 
Aaron  Fink,  Corp.,  must.  Aug.  30, 1861 ;  died  at  Hilton  Head,  S.  C,  Nov. 

B,  1862,  of  wounds  received  at  Pocotaligo,  S.  C,  Oct.  22, 1862. 
Thomas  Miller,  Corp.,  must.  Aug.  30, 1861 ;  pro.  to  corp.  Sept.  19, 1864  ; 


died  at  Winchester,  Va.,  Oct,  25, 1864,  of  wounds  received  at  Cedar 

Creek  Oct.  19,  1864;  veteran. 
Jesse  Remmel,  Corp.,  must.  Aug.  30, 1801  ;  died  at  Key  West,  Fl  a.,  March 

29, 1863. 
Francis  Xandi-r,  Corp.,  must.  Aug.  30, 1801 ;  killed  at  Sabine  Cross- Roads, 

La.,  April  8, 1864;  veteran. 
James  Hamilton,  musician,  must.  Jan.  26, 1865;  must,  out  with  company 

Dec.  25,  1865. 
Henry  Strominger,  musician,  must.  Aug.  30, 1801;  trans,  to  Co.  G  Sept. 

19,  1801. 
Adam  Garrecht,  musician,  must,  Jan.  9, 1802. 
Alfred  Eisenbraum,  musician,  must.  Aug.  30, 1801 ;  died  at  Georgetown, 

D.  0.,  Oct.  26, 1861 ;  buried  in  Military  Asylum  Cemetery,  District  of 

Columbia. 

Pi-ivates, 

Albright,  John  D.,  must.  Dec.  21, 1863 ;  must,  out  with  company  Dec. 

25, 1865. 
Assenheimer,  G.,  must.  March  2, 1864 ;  must,  out  with  company  Dec. 

26,  1865, 
Acker,  Cornelius,  must.  Jan,  14, 1862 ;  disch.  on  surg.  certif.  Aug.  27, 1862. 
Apple,  John,  must.  Aug.  30, 1801 ;  died  at  Key  West,  Fla.,  March  12, 1802. 
Apple,  Jacob,  must.  Aug.  30,  1861 ;  died  at  Berryville,  Va.,  Sept.  15, 

1804;  veteran, 
Bieber,  William,  must.  Jan.  24, 1865  ;  must,  out  with  company  Dec.  26, 

1806. 
Bergensbock,  H.,  must.  Aug.  30, 1861  ;  must,  out  Sept.  18, 1804,  exp.  of 

term. 
Bast,  Jacob,  must.  Aug.  30, 1861 ;  must,  out  Aug.  21, 1865 ;  veteran. 
Blumer,  Alexander,  must.  Aug,  30, 1801 ;  must,  out  Sept.  18,  1804,  exp. 

of  term. 
Bohlen,  Frederick,  must.  Aug.  30, 1801 ;  must,  out  Sept.  18, 1864,  exp.  of 

term. 
Brong,  Lewis  H,,  must,  Sept.  10, 1802;  must,  out  June  1, 1865. 
Beltz,  Henry,  must.  Aug.  30,  1861;  died  at  Key  West,  Fla.,  March  1, 

1862. 
Braden,  Josiah,  must.  Feb.  9, 1804  ;  died  at  New  Orleans,  La.,  July  9, 

1864. 
Bergensbock,  H.,  must.  Feb.  11, 1805. 
Barry,  James,  must.  Jan.  24, 1865. 
Chamberlain,  G.,  must.  Feb.  2, 1864;  must,  out  with  company  Dec.  25, 

1866. 
Cope,  Thomas,  must.  Jan.  29, 1864;  must,  out  with  company  Deo.  25, 

1805. 
Clader,  Ephraim,  must.  March  14, 1805;  must,  out  with  company  Dec. 

26,  1865. 
Clader,  Ephraim,  must.  Aug.  30,  1801  ;  must,  out  with  company  Dec. 

25,  1805. 
Deal,  George,  must.  April  4,  1865;  must,  out  Sept.  18,  1804,  exp.  of 

term. 
Dingier,  John,  must.  Feb.  13,  1865  ;  must,  out  with  company  Dec.  25, 

1806. 
Danohn,  Joseph,  must.  Aug.  30,  1801 ;  disch.  on  surg.  certif.  Oct.  24, 

1803. 
Denhard,  Edward,  must.  ,  1861;  must,  out  Sept.  18,  1864,  exp.  of 

term. 
Diehl,  Solomon  J.,  mast.  Sept.  10, 1802  ;  died  at  Key  West,  Fla.,  June 

18, 1863. 
Detrick,  Ambrose,  must.  March  2, 1864;  died  at  Washington,  D.  C.,Oct. 

7, 1804. 
Eggye,  Perry,  must.  Jan.  9, 1802 ;  must,  out  Jan.  16, 1805,  exp.  of  term. 
Fleming,  John,  must.  Jan.  30, 1865 ;  must,  out  with  company  Dec.  26, 

1865. 
Ferber,  Peter,  must.  Aug.  30,  1801 ;  must,  out  Sept.  18,  1804,  exp.  of 

term. 
Fries,  John,  must.  Nov.  18, 1863  ;  wounded  at  Sabine  Cross-Eoads,  La., 

April  8, 1864  ;  must,  out  June  29, 1865. 
Funk,  George,  must.  Aug.  30, 1861 ;  disch.  Nov.  24, 1862,  to  re-eulist  in 

regular  army. 
Fink,  Edward,  must.  Aug.  30, 1861 ;  killed  at  Pleasant  Hill,  La.,  April 

9,  1804. 
Geidner,  Evan,  must.  Aug.  30, 1801;  wounded  at  Cedar  Creek,  Va.,Oct. 

19,1864;  must,  out  with  company  Deo.  25, 1805;  veteran. 
Geist,  William,  must.  Sept.  4, 1861 ;  must,  out  with  company  Dec.  25, 

lh06 ;  veteran. 
Graver,  John,  must.  Jan.  11,1804;  must,  out  with  company  Dec.  25, 

1805. 
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Gangwere,  "William,  must.  Aug.  30, 1861;  must,  out  Sept.  18, 1864,  exp. 

of  term. 
Ginkinger,  William  H.,  must.  Sept,  14,  1861 ;  pro.  to  com.-sergt.  Sept. 

18,  1861. 

George,  Nathan,  must.  Aug.  30,1861;  dierl  at  Hilton  Head,  S.  C,  Nov. 

14, 1862,  of  wounds  received  at  Pocotaligo,  S.  C,  Oct.  22, 1862. 
Hettle,  Daniel  E.,  must.  Feb.  10, 1865;  must,  out  witli  company  Dec.  25, 

1866. 
Hiskey,  Franklin,  must.  Aug.  30, 1861 ;  must,  out  with  company  Dec.  25, 

1866. 
Horn,  Juhu,  must.  Feb.  9,  1864;  must,  out  with  company  Dec.  25, 1865. 
Heckworth,  Thad.,  must.  Aug.  30,  1861;  disch.  on  surg.  certif.  July  9, 

1864. 
Houseman,  Joseph,  must.  Aug.  23, 1864 ;  must,  out  June  1, 1865. 
Hilliard,  William  H.,  must.  Jan.  14,  1862;  must,  out  Jan.  15, 1865,  exp. 

of  term. 
Hartzel,  Alvin  J.,  must.  Nov.  23, 1863  ;  trans,  to  Co.  I  April  16,  1864. 
Hubner,  Francis  Z.,  must.  Sept.  14,  1861 ;  pro.  to  q.-m.-sergt.  Sept.  14, 

1861. 
Haltiman,  Peter  H.,  must.  Sept.  10, 1862;  died  at  Baltimore,  Md.,  Nov. 

211,  1864,  of  wounds  received  at  Cedar  Creek,  Va.,  Oct.  19, 1864. 
Hedrick,  Levenas,  must.  Oct.  12, 1863;  drowned  at  Morgauzia,  La.,  June 

27,  1864. 
Hilliard,  William  H.,  must.  Sept.  14, 1861 ;  died  at  Key  West,  Fla.,  Aug. 

IS,  1862. 
Jacob,  George,  must.  Aug.  30,  1861 ;  must,  out  with  company  Dec.  25, 

1865 ;  vet. 
Jackson,  James  A.,  must.  Feb.  16, 1864;  disch.  on  surg.  certif.  Sept.  2, 

1866. 
Johnson,  John,  must.  Jan.  11, 1864:  died  at  Fortress  Monroe,  Ya.,  July 

26, 1864. 
James,  Thomas,  must.  Aug.  30,  1861 ;  veteran. 
King,  John,  must.  Feb.  18, 1866;  must,  out  with  company  Dec.  25, 1865; 

veteran. 
Kramer,  Allen  L.,  must.  Sept.  9, 1862 ;  wounded  at  Cedar  Creek,  Va.,  Oct. 

19,  1864;  must,  out  May  26, 1865. 

Knauss,  Henry,  must.  Aug.  30, 1861 ;  must,  out  Sept.  18, 1864,  exp.  of 

term. 
Knerr,  Levi,  must.  Aug.  30, 1 861 ;  must,  out  Sept.  18, 1864,  exp.  of  term. 
Kramer,  Henry,  must.  Aug.  30, 1861;  disch.  on  surg.  certif.  March  11, 

1864. 
King,  Howard,  miist.  Jan.  24, 1865 ;  must,  out  July  14, 1865. 
Kein,  Phaon,  must.  Oct.  29, 1862 ;  must,  out  Oct.  28,  1865,  exp.  of  term. 
Kern,  William,  must.  Aug.  30, 1861 ;  died  at  Hilton  Head,  S.  C,  Oct.  23, 

1862,  of  wounds  received  at  Pocotaligo,  S.  C,  Oct.  22,  1862. 
Labar,  Alonzo,  must.  Jan.  25,1865;  must,  out  witli  company  Dec.  25, 

1865. 
Labar,  Leander,  must.  Feb.  6,  1866 ;  must,  out  with  company  Dec.  25, 

1866. 
Leisenring,  Martin,  must.  Aug.  30,  1801;  wounded  at  Pocotaligo,  S.  C, 

Oct.  22,1862;  must,  out  with  company  Dec.  25,  1866;  veteran. 
Lentz,  Josiah  E.,  must.  March  23, 1864;  must,  out  with  company  Dec. 

25, 1866. 
Leigeu,  James  F.,  must.  Dec.  29, 1862;  must,  out  with  company  Deo.  26, 

1865. 
Lausteren,  John  D.,  must.  Oct.  29,  1862 ;  must,  out  Oct.  28, 1866,  exp.  of 

term. 
Lutz,  James,  must.  Nov.  23,  1863  :  trans,  to  Co.  I,  April  16,  1864. 
Luiz,  Samuel,  must.  Dec.  2,  1863;  trans,  to  Co.  I,  April  16, 1864. 
Labold,  Charles,  must.  Aug.  30, 1861;  must,  out  with  company  Dec.  26, 

1866;  veteran. 
Menning,  George,  must.  Jan.  18,  1864;  must,  out  with  company  Dec. 

26, 1866. 
Miller,  Albert,  must.  Aug.  30,  1861;  must,  out  with  company  Dec.  26, 

1866  ;  veteran. 
Miller,  Dennis,  must.  March  23, 1864;  must,  out  with  company  Dec.  25, 

1865. 
Morgan,  Barnctt,  must.  Feb.  26, 1864;  must,  out  with  company  Dec.  26, 

186S. 
Miller,  Henry,  must.  Jan.  18,  1864;  must,  out  with  company  Deo.  25 

1865. 
Martin,  Levi,  must.  Aug.  30,  1861;  must,  out  with  company  Sept.  18 

1864,  exp.  of  term. 
Menning,  Luther,  must.  Aug.  30,  1801 ;  must,  out  Sept.  18, 1864,  exp. 

of  term. 
Mentz,  Joseph,  must.  Aug.  30, 1861 ;  disch.  Nov.  24,  1862,  to  enlist  in 

regular  army. 


Metzgar,  Philip,  must.  Aug.  30,  1861;  disch.  on  surg.  certif.  May  11 

1864. 
Martin,  Charles  A.,  must.  March  1, 1862  ;  pro.  to  sergt.-maj.  Sept.  1,1864. 
Meirknecht,  Conrad,  enl.  Aug.  30,  1861 ;  died. at  Charleston,  S.  C,  Oct, 

30, 1866 ;  veteran. 
Nixon,  John  T.,  must.  Jan.  25,  1865  ;  must,  out  with  company  Dec.  25 

1866. 
Nunemaker,  George,  must.  Jan.  18,1864  ;  must,  out  with  company  Dec. 

25,  1865. 
Newhard,  Allen,  must.  Aug.  .30, 1861 ;  wounded  at  Cedar  Creek,  Va.,  Oct. 

19, 1864. 
Osmon,  Andrew,  must.  Sept.  10, 1862  ;  must,  out  June  1,  1865. 
Pfeiffer,  Charles,  must.  Feb.  9, 1864  ;  wounded  at  Winchester,  Va.,  Sept. 

19, 1864 ;  must,  out  with  company  Dec.  26, 1865. 
Pauley,  Henry,  must.  Aug.  30, 1861 ;  disch.  on  surg.  certif.  April  16 

1864. 
Pfeiffer,  Obediah,  must.  Jan.  9,  1862;  wounded,  with  loss  of  leg,  at 

Pocotaligo,  S.  C,  Oct.  22,  1862 ;  disch.  on  surg.  certif.  March  16, 

1866;  veteran. 
Pammer,  Edwin,  must.  June  9, 1862;  died  at  Key  West,  Fla.,  Aug,  27 

1862. 
Ritz,  Tilghman,  must.  Aug.  20, 1861 ;  must,  out  with  company  Dec.  25, 

1865. 
Reichard,  George,  must.  Feb.  3, 1864  ;  must,  out  with  company  Dec.  25, 

1866;  veteran. 
Kemmel,  Peter,  must.  Aug.  30, 1861 ;  must,  out  with  company  Dec.  25, 

1865;  veteran. 
Remmel,  Edwin,  must.  Nov.  18, 1863  ;  must,  out  with  company  Dec.  25, 

1865. 
Reinhard,  Christian,  must.  Aug.  30, 1861 ;  must,  out  with  company  Dec, 

25,  1866 ;  veteran. 

Rhoads,  Allen  P.,  must.  Aug.  30,  1861 ;  must,  out  with  company  Dec. 

26,  1866. 

Rich,  George,  must.  Jan   12,  1866;  must,  out  with  company  Dec.  25, 

1865. 
Ruttman,  Ernest,  must.  Aug.  30,  1861 ;  wounded  at  Pocotaligo,  S.  C, 

Oct.  22, 1862  ;  must,  out  with  company  Dec.  26, 1865  ;  veteran. 
Rogers,  Samuel  S.,  must.  Feb.  27,  1866  ;  must,  out  with  company  Dec. 

26, 1866. 
Raubenold,  J.  D.,  must.  Aug.  23,  1864 ;  wounded  at  Winchester,  Va., 

Sept.  19, 1864  ;  disch.  by  general  order  May  15, 1865. 
Reinhard,  Henry,  must.  Aug.  30, 1861 ;  disch.  Jan.  13,  1862,  to  re-enlist 

in  regular  army. 
Reichard,  Edwin,  must.  Aug.  30, 1861;  trans,  to  Vet.  Res.  Corps  March 

1, 1864. 
Repsher,  Joseph,  must.  Feb.  19,1864;  killed  at  Cedar  Creek,  Va.,  Oct. 

19,1864. 
Rhoads,  Franklin,  must.  Sept.  10,1862;  captured  at  Cedar  Creek,  Va., 

Oct.  19, 1864  ;  died  at  Salisbury,  N.  C,  Nov.  15, 1864  ;  burial  record, 

Nov.  22,  1864. 
Eeymond,  Haldeman,  must.  Sept.  4, 1861 ;  wounded  at  Pocotaligo,  S.  C, 

Oct.  22, 1862. 
Shaneberger,  George,  must.  Jan.  19,  1864;   must,  out  with  company 

Dec.  26, 1866. 
Siselof,  John,  must.  Feb.  2, 1864 ;  must,  out  with  company  Dec.  25, 1865. 
Shafer,  John  E.,  must.  Feb.  16, 1866  ;  must,  out  with  company  Dec.  26, 

1865. 
Smith,  William  H.,  must.  Feb.  17, 1865;  must,  out  with  company  Dec. 

25,  1866. 

Smith,  Isaac  N.,  must.  Feb.  27, 1866  ;  must,  out  with  company  Dec.  25, 

1865. 
Smith,  Barcley,  must.  Jan.  23,  1864 ;  must,  out  with  company  Dec.  26, 

1866. 
Smith,  Benjamin,  must.  Feb.  3, 1864:  must,  out  with  company  Dec.  25, 

1865. 
Smith,  Franklin  B.,  must.  Feb.  18, 1864;  must,  out  with  company  Dec. 

26,  1865. 

Smiley,  William,  must.  Aug.  30, 1861 ;  must,  out  with  company  Doc.  26, 

1865, 
Sludley,  Charles,  must,  March  7,  1865;  must,  out  with  company  Dec. 

25,  1805. 
Schreiner,  Caspar,  must.  Aug.  30, 1861;  must,  out  with  company  Sept, 

18,  1864,  exp,  of  term, 
Schaffer,  Hiram,  must.  Aug.  30,  1861 ;  disch.  on  surg.  certif.  Sept.  19, 

1861. 
SerfasB,  Aaron,  must.  Aug.  30, 1861 ;  must,  out  Sept.  18,  1864,  exp,  of 

term. 
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Seigor,  Franklin,  must.  Aug.  23, 1864 ;  must,  out  June  1, 18Gf). 
Seigfield,  Charles,  must.  Aug,  30, 1861 ;  must,  out  Sept.  18, 1864,  exp.  of 

term. 
Springer,  James,  must.  Aug.  30, 1861 ;  disch.  Jan.  13, 1862,  to  re-enl.  in 

regular  army. 
Stuber,  William,  must.  Sept.  14,  1861;  disch.  on  surg.  certif.  Jan.  10, 

1863. 
Stuber,  Francis,  must.  Aug.  30, 1861 ;  trans,  to  Co.  G  Sept.  19, 1861. 
Scherer,  August  C,  must.  Nov.  24, 1863 ;  died  at  Baltimore,  Md.,  Oct.  28, 

1864,  wounds  received  at  Cedar  Creek,  Va  ,  Oct,  19, 1864;  veteran. 
Schimpf,  John,  must,  Aug.  30, 1861 ;  killed  at  Cedar  Creek,  Va.,  Oct.  19, 

1864;  veteran. 
Schwenk,  Chailet),  must.  Jan.  9, 1862;  died  at  Baton  Kouge,  La.,  June 

20, 1864;  veteran. 
Smith,  George,  must.  Aug.  30,  1861 ;  died  at  Key  West,  Fla.,  June  6, 

1862. 
Smith,  Joseph,  must.  Dec.  28, 1863;  died  at  New  Orleans,  La.,  Sept,  2, 

1864. 
StefTen,  Thomas,  must.  June  9,1864;  killed  at  Winchester,  Va.,  Sept. 

19,1864. 
Savity,  Charles,  must.  Aug.  20, 1861 ;  wounded  at  Pocotaligo,  S.  C  ,  Oct. 

22, 1862. 
Steffen,  David,  must.  Feb.  26, 1864 ;  must,  out  Jan.  27, 1866. 
Trexler,  Allen  W.,  must.  Feb.  4, 1864;  must,  out  with  company  Dec. 

25, 1865. 
Trexler,  Charles,  must.  Sept.  19, 1S61 ;  must,  out  Sept.  18, 1864,  exp.  of 

term. 
Tice,  James,  must.  Aug.  30, 1861 ;  killed  at  Cedar  Creek,  Va.,Oct.  19, 

1864;  buried  in  National  Cemetery,  Winchester,  lot  10;  veteran, 
lingerer.  Christian,  must.  Aug.  30, 1861 ;  must,  out  Sept,  18, 1864,  exp. 

of  term. 
Van  Billard,  Oliver,  must.  Feb.  20, 1864;  must,  out  May  26, 1865. 
Van  Billard,  Martin,  must.  Feb.  9, 1864;  must,  out  with  company  Dec. 

25, 1865. 
Wagner,  Charles,  must.  Dec.  15, 1863 ;  must,  out  with  company  Dec.  25, 

1865. 
Wilhelm,  Nelson,  must.  Feb.  20, 1865  ;  must,  out  with  company  Dec.  25, 

1865. 
Weiss,  William  J.,  must.  Aug.  30,  1861 ;  must,  out  Sept.  18,  1864,  exp. 

of  term. 
Wieand,  Harrison,  must.  Aug.  30,  1861 ;  must,  out  Sept.  18, 1864,  exp. 

of  term. 
Wieand,  John,  must.  Aug.  30, 1861 ;  wounded,  with  loss  of  leg,  at  Po- 
cotaligo, S.  C;  disch.  on  surg.  certif.  Dec.  3, 1862. 
Wieand,  William,  must.  Sept.  14, 1861;  must  out  Sept,  18, 1864,  exp.  of 

term. 
Wolf,  Abraham,  must.  Aug.  30, 1861;  trans,  to  Co.  I  Oct.  10, 1863;  vet- 
eran. 
Wieand,  Benjamin,  must.  Sept.  10,  1861 ;  trans,  to  Co.  D  Dec.  15, 1863 ; 

veteran.  ■ 

Xaiider,  Dallas,  must.  Feb.  3, 1864;  must,  out  with  company  Dec.  25, 

1865. 
Young,  Franklin,  must.  Aug.  30, 1861 ;  must,  out  Sept.  18, 1864,  exp.  of 

term. 
Young,  Joseph,  must,  Aug.  30, 1861 ;  disch.  Jan.  13, 1862,  to  re-enl.  in 

regular  army. 
Young,  Daniel,  must.  Feb.  27, 1864;  trans,  to  48th  Co.  Vet.  Res.  Corps 

March  14, 1865. 

Company  F.i 
Mustered  in  Aug.  30, 1861,  mustered  out  Dec.  25, 1865,  except  as  other- 
wise mentioned. 

Henry  S.  Hart,  pro.  to  capt.  Aug.  30, 1861 ;  acted  as  maj.  by  brevet  during 
the  latter  part  of  the  Bed  Kiver  expedition  and  the  beginning  of 
the  Shenandoah  campaign ;  must,  out  Sept.  18, 1864. 

Edwin  Gilbert,  pro.  from  ls6  sergt.  to  capt.  Jan.  1, 1865. 

George  W.  Fuller,  pro.  to  1st  lieut.  Aug.  30,1861;  disch.  on  surg.  certif, 
June  22, 1864, 

W.  H.  Bartholemow,  pro.  from  Ist  sergt.  to  1st  lieut.  Sept.  1, 1864. 

Henry  H.  Bush,  pro.  to  2d  lieut.  Aug.  30, 1861 ;  died  at  Fort  Taylor,  Fla,, 
March  31, 1862. 

Augustus  Eagle,  pro.  from  sergt,  to  2d  lieut.  April  1, 1862;  res.  Sept.  11, 
1864. 

Thomas  F.  Lambert,  pro.  to  2d  lieut.  Jan.  1, 1865, 


1  This  company  was  from  Catasauqua. 


James  Tait,  pro,  from  corp.  to  sergt,  Sept.  18, 1864;  to  Ist  sergt,  Jan.  1, 

186&. 
Kichmond  H.  Schwab,  pro.  to  corp.  Sept.  18, 1864;  to  sergt.  Jan.  1, 1865. 
Joseph  J.  Lilley,  pro.  from  corp.  to  sergt,  April  21, 1865. 
John  L,  Jones,  wounded  and  prisoner  at  Pleasant  Hill,  La.,  April  9, 

1864 ;  exchanged  Sept.  24, 1864 ;  pro.  to  corp.  Sept.  18, 1864 ;  to  sergt. 

June  2, 1865, 
John  W.  Heberling,  pro.  to  sergt.  Aug.  30, 1861 ;  mubt.  out  Sept.  18, 1864. 
Albert  H.  McHoe,  pro.  to  seigt.  Aug.  30, 1861 ;  must,  out  Sept  18, 1864. 
William  H.  Glace,  pro.  to  sergt.  Aug.  30, 1861;  must,  out  Sept.  18,1864. 
James  W.  Fuller,  Jr.,  pro.  to  1st  lieut.  and  adjt.  Oct.  30,1861. 
William  H.  Fink,  pro.  to  sergt,  Sept.  18, 1864;  died  at  Baltimore,  Md., 

April  15, 1865. 
Benjamin  F.  Bush,  pro,  to  corp.  Sept,  11, 1864;  to  sergt.  Sept.  18, 1864. 
Preston  M.  Rohn,  pro.  from  corp,  to  sergt.  Jan.  1, 1865. 
F.  Longenbagen,  not  on  muster-out  roll. 
Josiah  H,  Walk,  wounded  at  Cedar  Creek,  Va.,  Oct.  19,  1864;  pro.  to 

corp.  Jan.  1, 1865. 
Spencer  Tettermer,  pro.  to  corp.  April  2, 1865. 
George  H.  Longenhagen,  pro.  to  corp.  April  2, 1865. 
Martin  O'Brien,  pro.  to  corp,  April  25, 1865. 
Robert  Cunningham,  pro.  to  corp.  June  2, 1865. 
Walter  Moyer,  must,  into  service  Dec.  4,  1863  ;  pro.  to  corp.  June  2, 

1865. 
James  M.  Bush,  must,  into  service  Dec.  4, 1863;  pro,  to  corp.  April  25, 

1865. 
James  E.  Patterson,  must,  out  Sept.  18, 1864. 
Augustus  F,  Eberhardt,  wounded  at  Pocotaligo,  S.  C,  Oct.  22, 1862 ;  disch, 

on  surg,  certif.  April  3,  1863. 
Joseph  H.  Schwab,  disch.  on  surg.  certif.  April  26, 1865. 
W.  H.  Van  Dyke,  must,  into  service  Sept.  10,  1862;  must,  out  June  1, 

1865. 
Franklin  Arnold,  wounded  at  Summit  Point,  Va.,  March  28, 1865 ;  disch. 

on  aurg.  certif.  July  15, 1865, 
James  Ritter,  died  at  Fort  Jefferson,  Fla.,  Oct.  23, 1863. 
David  Towbler,  musician,  must,  out  Sept.  18, 1864, 
Simon  P.  Keifer,  musician,  must,  into  service  Sept.  10, 1862;  must,  out 

by  General  Order  June  1, 1805. 

Privates. 
Peter  Andrews,  must,  into  service  Feb.  28, 1865. 
David  Andrews,  must,  out  Sept.  18, 1864. 
Daniel  A.  Akroth,  must,  into  service  Oct,  27,  1862;  trans,  from  Co.  C, 

14th  Regt,  Pa.  Cav.,  March  18, 1864;  must,  out  Dec.  9, 1865. 
George  Armsberg,  must,  into  service  Sept.  7,  1864;  trans,  from  Co.  0, 

14th  Regt.  Pa.  Cav.,  March  18, 1864;  must,  out  Sept,  6, 1865, 
Henry  Buss. 

Hiram  Beidelman,  must,  into  service  Fub.  9, 1864. 
Philip  Bobner,  must,  into  service  Fob.  8, 1864. 
William  H.  Barnhart,  must,  into  service  Feb.  25, 1865  ;  trans,  from  14th 

Regt.  Pa.  Cav,  March  18, 1865. 
Stephen  Beers,  disch.  on  surg.  certif.  April  13, 1863. 
Abraham  Bander,  must,  out  Sept.  18, 1864, 
Godfrey  Betz,  died  at  New  Orleans  May  10, 1864. 
Faustin  Boyer,  must,  out  Sept.  18, 1864. 
Alfred  Biege,  must  into  service  Sept.  28, 1864  ;  substitute ;  must,  out  by 

General  Order  June  1, 1865, 
E.  Bartholemew,  must,  in  Sept,  18, 1861 ;  died  at  Fort  Taylor,  Fla.,  April 

3, 1862. 
P.  Bartholomew,  must,  in  Dec.  21, 1863. 
Ernest  Bender,  must,  in  Feb.  23, 1864. 
Charles  Buss.  William  Clader. 

John  Curren,  must,  in  Feb.  8, 1864. 

John  C.Collins,  must,  in  March  15,  1864;    trans,  from  14th  Regt.  Pa. 
'        Cav.  March  18, 1865. 

William  Christ,  must,  in  Sept,  10, 1862 ;  must,  out  June  1, 1865. 
John  H.  Crotto,  must,  in  Sept.  8, 1864  ;  trans,  from  14th  Regt.  Pa.  Cav. 

Feb.  25, 1865;  must,  out  July  22, 1865. 
Frederick  Coulter,  must,  in  Feb,  25, 1865. 

Michael  Deibert,  must,  in  Sept.  28, 1864  ;  substitute;  must,  out  by  Gen- 
eral Order  June  1, 1865. 
Samuel  Dunkel,  must,  in  Jan.  9, 1862  ;  trans,  to  Vet.  Res,  Corps  March, 

1864. 
William  Eltfich,  must,  in  Jan.  26, 1863. 
Joseph  Ebertz,  must,  in  Feb.  23, 1864. 
Frederick  Engle,  disch.  on  surg.  certif.  March  14, 1862. 
Augustus  Engle,  must,  out  Sept.  18, 1864. 
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.  to  Vet.  Res.  Corps,  date  unknown. 


■William  Eisenhart,  trani 

Henry  Falk. 

Martin  0.  Fry,  must,  in  March  31,  1864. 

George  W.  Frome,  must,  in  Feb.  23,  1866. 

Frederick  Fisher,  disch.  on  surg.  certif.  July  7,  1864. 

Orlando  Fullei-,  must,  out  Sept.  18,  1SG4. 

William  II.  Fried,  disch.  on  surg.  certif.  Sept.  26, 1861. 

David  A.  Fry,  must,  in  March  7, 1865  ;  died  at  Charleston,  S.  C,  Aug.  16, 

1865. 
Amandus  Fritz,  must,  in  Feb.  10,  1864. 
John  Guth,  must,  in  Dec.  19,  1863. 
Joseph  Geiger,  must,  out  Sept,  18,  1864, 

Thomas  B,  Glick,  must,  in  Sept.  18, 1864 ;  must,  out  Sept.  18, 1864. 
Presto  Gettes,  must,  in  Oct.  6,  1862  ;  must,  out  Oct.  4, 1864. 
Addison  R.  Geho,  must,  in  Sept.  10,  1862;  killed  at  Cedar  Creek,  Va,, 

Oct.  19,  1864  ;  buried  in  National  Cemetery,  Winchester,  lot  9. 
Rainey  Grader,  must,  in  Fell.  19, 1864  ;  killed  at  Cedar  Creek,  Va.,  Oct. 

19,  1864. 
Joseph  Gross,  must,  in  Feb.  8, 1864;  died  at  Winchester,  Va.,  Jan.  17, 

1865;  buried  in  National  Cemetery,  lot  18. 
Levi  H.  Getter,  must,  in  Dec.  7, 1863. 
William  F.  Hallenbach. 

William  H.  Heberling,  must,  in  Feb.  11,1864. 
Joseph  Hesler,  must,  in  Feb.  27,  1864. 
George  W.  Hatter,  must,  in  Feb,  8,  1864, 
Joseph  Heckman,  must,  out  Sept.  18,  1864. 

John  F.  Haldeinan,  must,  in  Sept,  18,  1861  ;  must,  out  Sept.  18,  1864. 
Henry  Hummel,  must,  in  Sept.  18, 1861 ;  must,  out  Sept.  18,  1864. 
Osborn  Houser,  must,  in  Sept.  18,  1861  ;  must,  out  Sept.  18,  1864. 
Joseph  Hunsicker,  trans,  to  Co,  B,  1st  U,  S,  Art,,  Dec.  6, 1862. 
William  Herman,  died  at  Natchez,  Miss.,  July  23,  1864. 
L.  Hultzheiser,  died  at  New  Orleans,  La.,  May  1, 1864. 
William  A.  Houser. 

Edwin  Haldenian,  must,  in  March  7,  1865. 
Isaac  Jacoby. 

James  Johnson,  must,  in  Feb.  23, 1864. 
William  Jordan,  must,  out  Sept.  18,  1864. 

Abraham  Jassum,  must,  in  Oct.  5, 1862  ;  must,  out  Oct.  4, 1865. 
Edward  Jassum,  must,  in  Oct.  5,  1862  ;  trans,  to  Co.  H  Oct.  31, 1864. 
Isaac  C.  Jacoby. 

William  H,  Jackson,  died  Sept,  19,  1864. 
Philip  King,  must,  in  Dec.  4,  1863 ;  must,  out  Nov.  14,  1866. 
George  Kerchner,  absent,  sick,  at  muster  out. 
George  Klein,  di.sch,  on  surg,  certif.  April  16,  1864. 
y  Reuben  H.  Keim,  must,  out  Sept.  18,  1864. 
^William  Kuntz,  must,  out  Sept.  18, 1864, 
Nicholas  Kuhn,  must,  out  Sept.  18,  1864. 

Owen  Kern,  must,  in  Sept.  18,  1861;  must,  out  Sept.  18,  1864. 
George  King,  must,  out  Sept.  18,  1864. 
Charles  King,  must,  iji  Sept.  1, 1862;  must,  out  by  General  Order  June 

1, 1865. 
Jefferson  Kepner,  must,  in  Jan.  27,  1864;  must,  out  by  General  Order 

Aug.  11,  1866. 
J.  K.  Longenhagen,  must,  in  Dec.  19,  1863. 
John  Laub,  must,  in  March  7,  1865. 
Peter  S.  Levan,  must,  out  Sept.  18,  1864. 
J.  Laudenslagor,  must,  out  Sept.  18,  1864. 
John  Lucky,  must,  out  Sept.  IB,  1864. 

Alfred  Lynn,  must,  iu  Dec,  7,  1863 ;  disch.  on  surg.  certif.  Oct.  14,  1866. 
Emory  Lindster,  must,  in  Aug.  24, 1861 ;  pro.  to  hosp.  steward  Aug  25 

1861.  ' 

Harrison  Lilly,  killed  at  Summit  Point,  Va.,  March  26, 1865;  buried  in 

National  Cemetery,  Winchester,  lot  26. 
James  Lilly,  must,  in  Jan.  28, 1864. 
Tilghman  Lehr,  must,  in  March  28, 1864. 
Franklin  Laubach,  must,  in  April  26,  1864. 
Lawrence  McBride. 

William  H.  Moll,  wounded  at  Cedar  Creek,  Va.,  Oct.  19, 1864. 
Joseph  Mersch,  must,  in  Feb.  28,  1864. 
Fianklin  Mersch,  must,  iu  Feb.  18, 1864. 
George  Moll,  must,  in  Dec.  10,  1863. 

Sidney  J.  Miller,  must,  in  Jan.  27, 1866;  must,  out  Nov.  14,  1865. 
Uriah  Myers,  must,  iu  Feb.  16, 1866. 
W.  H.  Moyer  (2d),  must,  in  Sept.  18, 1861  ;  disch.  on  surg.  certif  March 

4, 1862. 
V.  Minsenberger,  disch,  on  surg,  certif.  April  2, 1862. 
Philip  McCue,  must,  in  April  7, 1863 ;  disch.  on  surg.  certif  July  7, 1864. 


Peter  Moser,  wounded  at  Pocotaligo,  S.  C,  Oct.  22, 1862 ;  disch.  on  sure 

certif.  Feb.  24,  1863. 
John  Markoffer,  must,  in  Oct.  29,  1862  ;  must,  out  Oct.  28,  1865. 
Joel  Michael,  must,  in  May  2,  1865;  trans,  from  159th  Regt.  P,  V  • 

disch.  on  surg,  certif.  May  25, 1865. 
Charles  H.  Michael,  must,  in  Sept.  1,  1862  ;  captured ;  died  at  Salisbury 
N.C,  Dec.  11,  1864.  ' 

W.  H.  Moyer  (1st),  captured ;  died  at  Florence,  S.  C,  Jan.  22, 1865. 
Peter  Moser,  must,  in  Dec.  19, 1863 ;  absent,  sick,  at  muster  out, 
Daniel  Newhart. 

Albert  Newhart,  must,  out  Sept.  18, 1864. 
William  Offhouse,  must,  out  Sept  18, 1864. 

Michael  O'Brien,  must,  in  Jan.  26,  1864  ;  disch.  on  surg.  certif.  May  25 

1865.  ' 

John  O'Brien,  must,  in  Aug.  31, 1861 ;  died  at  Hilton  Head,  S.  C.  Oct. 

26, 1862,  of  wounds  received  jit  Pocotaligo,  S.  C,  Oct.  22, 1862. 
William  Reiser,  must,  in  Dec.  16, 1863. 
Edward  Kensimer,  must,  in  Feb.  23,  1865. 
Thomas  B.  Rhoads,  must,  out  Sept.  18,  1864. 
Francis  Roth,  must,  in  Sept.  18, 1861 ;  must,  out  Sept,  18, 1864. 
Griff,  Eeinhart,  must,  in  Dec.  21, 1863  ;  wounded  at  Sabine  Cross-Koade 

La.,  April  9, 1864;  disch.  on  surg.  certif.  Dec.  28, 1864. 
Charles  Rohrbacher,  must,  in  Sept.  1, 1862;  must,  out  by  General  Order 

June  1, 1865. 
Aaron  Roeder,  trans,  to  Co.  B,  Ist  U.  S.  Artillery,  Dec.  5, 1862. 
Edward  Remely,  must,  in  Jan.  27,  1866. 
Matthias  Snyder.  Matthias  Smith. 

David  Shafer,  must,  in  Dec.  18, 1863. 
Joseph  Savitz,  must,  in  March  31, 1864. 
Samuel  Snyder,  must.  In  Feb.  23, 1864. 
Reuben  Siegfried,  must,  in  Feb,  21,  1865. 
Francis  Shafer,  must,  in  Feb.  23,1865. 
Henry  Soltzman,  must,  in  March  8, 1865. 
tucian  Schroeder,  must,  in  Feb.  12, 1864  ;  trans,  from  169th  Regt.  P.  V. 

May  29,  1865. 
Samuel  Smith,  disch.  on  surg.  certif.  April  12, 1862. 
John  G.  Seider,  disch.  on  surg.  certif.  April  1?,  1862. 
Thomas  A.  Smith,  disch.  on  surg.  ceitif.  Dec.  14,  1862. 
John  Schreck,  disch.  on  surg.  certif.  April  13,1863. 
Gotlieb  Schrum,  must,  out  Sept.  18, 1864. 
Robert  M.  Sheats,  must.  outSept.  18,  1864. 

Llewellyn  J.  Sleppy,  must,  in  Sept.  18,  1861 ;  must,  out  Sept.  18, 1864. 
Nicholas  Smith,  must,  out  Sept.  18, 1864. 
John  G.  Snyder,  must,  in  Sept.  10, 1862;  must,  out  by  General  Order 

June  1, 1865. 
Peter  Shireman,  must,  in  Sept.  10,  1862  :  must,  out  June  1, 18C6, 
Franklin  Siegfried, must,  in  Feb.  26,  1864. 

Jacob  Shell,  must,  in  Feb.  3, 1864 ;  died  at  Philadelphia  March  21, 1864. 
James  Troxell. 

James  A.  Trexler,  must,  out  Sept.  18,  1864. 
Hiram  Werkheiser,  must,  in  March  7, 1864. 
Gilbert  Whiteman,  must,  out  Sept.  18,  1864. 
Conrad  Warneck,  disch.  on  surg.  certif.  Jan.  18,  1862. 
John  P.  Weaver,  must,  out  Sept.  18,  1864. 
Franklin  D.  Wilson,  must,  in  Sept.  10,1861;  disch.  by  General  Order 

Junel,  1865. 
James  M.  White,  must,  in  Nov.  23,  1862;   trans,  fiom  14th  Regt.  Pa. 

Cav.  March  12,  1866  ;  disch.  on  surg  certif  June  25, 1865. 
Adam  Wuchler,  must,  in  Feb.  27,  1864;  must,  out  by  General  Order 

July  -li,  1865. 
John  Weiss,  died  at  Camp  Tyler,  Tex  ,  July  16,  1864,  of  wounds  re- 
ceived at  Pleasant  Hill,  La.,  April  9,  1864. 
John  Whorely,  died  at  New  Orleans,  La.,  July  16, 1864. 
Ambrose  Weener,  must,  in  Feb.  26, 1864. 
Levi  Warner,  must,  in  Feb.  23, 1864. 
George  Youss,  must,  iu  Dec.  16, 1863. 

Company  G. 
Mustered  in  Sept.  18,1861;  mustered  out  Dec.  26, 1865,  except  whers 

otherwise  mentioned. 
Charles  Mickley,  pro.  to  capt.  Sept.  18, 1861 ;  killed  at  Pocotaligo,  S.  C, 

Oct.  22,  1862  ;  buried  in  Union  Cemetery,  Alleutown. 
John  J.  Goebel,  pro.  to  1st  lieut.  Sept.  18, 1861 ;  to  capt.  Jnne  18, 1863; 

com.  maj.  Oct.  IS,  1864;   not  mustered;  died  at  Winchester,  Va., 

October,  1864,  of  wounds  received  at  Cedar  Creek  Oct.  19, 1864. 
Thomas  B.  Leisenring,  pro.  from  sergt.  to  lat  sergt.  Sept.  19, 1864;  to 

capt.  Jan.  1, 1865. 
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G.  W.  Huntzbei-ger,  pro.  from  let  sergt.  to  2d  lieut.  Jan.  13, 1862 ;  to  1st 
liant.  June  18, 1863 ;  must,  out  Nov.  30, 1864. 

William  H,  Steckel,  pro.  to  sergt.  Nov.  1, 1864  ;  to  Ist  lieut.  Jan.  1, 1866. 

Charles  A.  Henry,  pro.  to  2d  lieut.  Sept.  18,1861 ;  res.  Deo.  31, 1861. 

Charles  A.  Hackman,  pro.  from  sergt.  to  1st  sergt.  March  2, 1862 ;  to  2d 
lieut.  June  18,  1863;  commanding  capt.  Nov.  30, 1864;  not  must- 
ered ;  must,  out  Nov.  5, 1864. 

James  W.  Grader,  pro.  to  corp.  April  5, 1862  ;  to  sergt.  May  1, 1863  ;  to 
2d  lieut.  March  20,  1865. 

Henry  T.  Dennis,  pro.  to  corp.  April  5, 1862;  to  sergt.  May  1,  1863  ;  to 
2d  lieut.  March  20,  1866. 

D.  K.  Diefenderfer,  pro.  from  corp.  to  sergt.  April  1, 1862;  to  Ist  sergt. 

May  1, 1863  ;  must,  out  Sept.  18, 1864. 
Jacob  Warman,  pro.  to  sergt.  Jan.  1, 1866. 
John  Pratt,  pro.  from  corp.  to  sergt.  Feb.  5, 1865. 
Daniel  V.  Mertz,  must,  into  service  Dec.  15,  1863  ;  pro.  to  corp.  Nov.  1, 

1864;  to  sergt.  Feb.  1, 1866. 
John  G.  Helfrich,  must,  out  Sept.  18, 1864. 
Martin  H.  Hackman,  must,  in  Jan.  8, 1862 ;  pro.  to  Corp.,  to  sergt.  April 

26, 1864 ;  must,  out  Jan.  8, 1866. 
John  W.  Glick,  must,  in  Sept.  10,  1862;  pro.  to  corp.  Jan.  1,  1865;  to 

sergt.  May  1, 1865;  must,  out  June  1, 1865. 
James  Grader,  died  at  Natchez,  Miss.,  July  9, 1864. 
Harrison  Guth,  corp. 

Benjamin  F.  Swartz,  must,  iu  Dec.  31, 1863 ;  .pro.  to  corp.  Nov.  1, 1864. 
George  Hepler,  pro.  to  corp.  Jan.  1, 1865. 

Frederick  Wilt,  must,  in  Dec.  2, 1863 ;  pro.  to  corp.  Feb.  1, 1865. 
John  Kneller,  must,  iu  Dec.  19, 1863 ;  pro.  to  Corp.  Feb.  1, 1865. 
Constant  Losch,  must   in  Dec.  17, 1863;  pro.  to  corp.  May  14,  1S64. 
Nelson  Coffin,  pro.  to  corp.  Jan.  1,  1864;  must,  out  Sept.  18,  1864. 
William  Hansler,  pro.  to  corp.  Dec.  27, 1862 ;  must,  out  Sept.  18, 1864. 

E.  M.  Fnmwald,  pro.  to  Corp.  Jan.  19, 1863 ;  must,  out  Sept.  18, 1864. 
Solomon  Becker,. pro.  to  Corp.  Jan.  1, 1862;  must,  out  Sept.  18, 1864. 
Allen  Wolf,  pro.  to  corp.  May  1, 1863 ;  must,  out  Sept.  18, 1864. 
Solomon  Wieder,  must,  iu  Sept.  17,  1862 ;  must,  out  by  General  Order 

June  1,  1865. 
James  Gnidner,  musician. 
William  N.  Smith,  musician,  must,  out  Sept.  18, 1864. 

Privates. 
Daniel  Ansbach,  disch.  on  surg.  certif.  March  4, 1862. 
Bicbard  Arnbrunn,  must,  in  Sept.  17,  1862 ;  must,  out  by  General  Order 

June  1, 1866. 
Peter  H.  Bernd. 

William  Buskirk,  must,  in  Feb.  15, 1864. 
Jacob  Blank. 
Benjamin  Bortz,  must,  i  n  Dec.  18, 18B3 ;  must,  out  by  General  Order  July 

6, 1865. 
Jeremiah  Bernhard,  must,  in  Dec.  17, 1863. 
John  Brensinger,  must,  in  Feb.  22, 1864. 
Jacob  Bollinger,  must,  in  Feb.  26, 1864. 
William  L.  Burger,  must,  in  Feb.  3, 1864. 
George  P.  Butz,  must,  in  Feb.  29, 1864. 

John  Barton,  must,  in  Feb.  25,  1865;  absent,  sick,  at  muster  out. 
Hiram  Brobst,  disch.  on  surg.  certif,  Jan.  18, 1862. 
Joseph  Barber,  disch.  on  surg.  certif.  July  28, 1864. 
David  Buxkirk,  must,  in  Feb.  26, 1864  ;  must,  out  by  General  Order  May 

25,  1865. 
Jacob  H.  Bowman,  must,  out  Sept.  18,  1864. 
Jacob  Beidelman,  died  at  Natchez,  Miss.,  July  3, 1864. 
John  Becher,  killed  at  Cedar  Creek,  Ya.,  Oct.  19, 1864. 
Alfred  Boynton,  must,  in  Feb.  18, 1866. 

Adam  Backman,  must,  in  March  23,  1866  ;  not  on  muster-out  roll. 
Edwin  K.  Grader. 

Thomas  K.  Grader,  must,  in  March  5, 1865. 
Charles  Garter,  must,  in  Feb.  20, 1866. 
John  Curran. 

Jacob  Diehl,  must,  in  Feb.  15, 1864. 
Timothy  Deterline,  must,  in  Jan,  16, 1865. 
Lewis  Dennis,  must,  out  Sept.  18, 1864. 
Timothy  Donahue,  must,  out  Sept.  18, 1864. 
Alpheus  Deck,  must,  in  Dec.  19, 1863;  died  at  New  Orleans,  La.,  June 

3, 1864. 
Benjamin  Diehl,  must,  in  Sept.  16, 1862  ;  killed  at  Pocotaligo,  S.  G.,  Oct. 

22,  1862. 
Henry  Daisor,  must,  in  April  19,  1865;  trans,  from  14th  Regiment  Pa. 

Cav.  April  19, 1865. 


Henry  Doll,  must  in  Dec.  17,1863. 

William  L,  Eslibach,  must,  in  Jan.  21, 1864. 

Charles  Eckert,  must,  in  Dec.  29, 1863  ;  must,  out  by  General  Order  Sept. 

25,  1865. 
Milton  A.  Engleman,  must,  in  Sept.  17,  1862;  must,  out  by  General 

Order  June  1,1865. 
William  Bberhart,  died  at  Fort  Jefferson,  FU.,  May  9, 1863. 
Francis  Everett,  must,  in  Sept.  15,  1862. 
Mantes  Eisenhart,  must,  in  Feb.  6, 1864. 
Peter  G.  Fegeley,  must,  in  Feb.  2, 1864. 
Malrai  Foust,  must,  in  Jan.  16, 1865. 

William  Frick,  must,  in  Feb.  15, 1865  ;  absent,  sick,  at  muster  out. 
Joseph  Fisher,  disch.  on  surg.  certif.  March  4, 1862. 
Ferdinand  Fisher,  must,  out  Sept.  18, 1864. 
William  G.  Frame,  must,  in  Sept.  24, 1861 ;  trans,  to  Vet.  Res.  Corps  Nov. 

4,  1864. 
Henry  Gelter,  absent,  sick,  at  muster  out. 
James  Gaumer,  must,  in  Sept.  11, 1862;  must,  out  by  General  Order  June 

1,  1866. 
Franklin  T.  Good,  must,  in  Sept.  8, 1862 ;  disch.  by  order  of  War  Depart- 
ment Aug.  13, 1864. 
Preston  B.  Good,  must,  out  Sept.  18,  1864. 
William  H.  Gupitill,  must,  in  Jan.  30,  1866  ;  disch.  on  surg.  certif.  Nov. 

15, 1866. 
John  Great,  must,  iu  Oct.  31, 1861;  disch.  on  surg.  certif.  April  16, 1864. 
William  Geisinger,  must,  in  Sept.  10, 1862  ;  must,  out  by  General  Order 

June  9, 1866. 
Henry  C.  Graceley,  trans,  to  Vet.  Res.  Corps  March  13, 1864. 
William  Hertz. 

John  J.  Harte,  must,  in  Feb,  25, 1864  ;  absent  at  muster  out. 
Ed.  H.  Hunsberger,  must,  in  Jan.  1, 1862. 
Max  J.  Hallmeyer,  disch.  on  surg.  certif.  Oct.  28,  1863. 
Jonathan  Heller,  must,  out  Sept.  18,  1864;  died  at  New  Orleans  June  7, 

1864. 
George  T.  Henry,  must,  out  Sept.  18,  1864. 
Cornelius  Heist,  must,  out  Sept.  18,  1864. 
Henry  Henn,  must,  in  Feb.  2,  1865;  must,  out  by  General  Order  May 

15,  1865. 
Solomon  Hillegass,  must,  in  Sept.  8, 1862 ;  must,  out  by  General  Order 

June  1,  1865. 
Levinus  Hillegass,  must,  in  Sept.  10, 1862  ;  must,  out  by  General  Order 

June  1, 1865. 
Franklin  Hoffert,  must,  out  Sept.  18, 1864. 
Henry  J.  Horobeck,  pro.  to  com.  sergt.  April  15, 1864. 
John  Hiel,  died  at  Hilton  Head,  S.  0.,  Nov.  4, 1862,  of  wounds  received 

at  Pocotaligo,  S.  C,  Oct.  22,1862. 
Philip  Hower,  died  at  New  Orleans,  La.,  April  21,  1864. 
Jacob  Hay,  must,  in  Feb.  16,  1865;  died  at  Charleston,  S.  0.,  Oct.  10, 

1866. 
John  C.  Helfrich,  died  at  New  Orleans,  La.,  Aug.  5, 1864. 
Frederick  L.  Jacobs,  must,  in  Aug.  14,  1861 ;  must,  out  Sept.  18, 1864. 
Charles  Kanffman,  must,  in  Feb.  2, 1866. 
Daniel  T.  Keiser,  must,  in  Jan.  26, 1864. 

William  Keck,  must,  in  Jan.  29, 1864  ;  absent,  sick,  at  muster  out. 
Allen  P.  Kemmerer,  must,  in  Sept.  10,  1862;  disch.  by  Special  Order 

April  17,  1864. 
Lewis  Keiper,  must,  out  Sept.  18,  1864. 
James  H.  Knerr,  must,  out  Sept.  18,  1864. 
George  Knauss,  must,  out  Sept.  18, 1864. 
William  U.Kramer,  must,  in  Sept.  10,1862;  must,  out  by  General  Order 

June  1, 1866. 
John  Kremmill,  disch.  on  surg.  certif.  Oct.  28, 1863. 
Benjamin  S.  Koone,must.  in  Feb.  2,1865  ;  disch.  on  surg.  certif.  Feb.  10, 

1865. 
William  Kennedy,  must,  in  Feb.  23, 1864;  died  at  Philadelphia  May  26, 

1866. 
J.  Knappenberger,  killed  at  Pocotaligo,  S.  G.,  Oct.  22, 1862^ 
John  Kuntz,  killed  at  Pocotaligo,  S.  C,  Oct.  22, 1862.  , 
Isaac  Kass,  must,  in  Feb.  2, 1865. 
D.  Leibensperger,  must,  in  Dec.  15, 1863. 
Emanuel  LoeflQer,  must,  in  Dec.  15, 1863. 
William  Leiby,  must,  in  Sept.  28,  1862 ;  must,  out  by  General  Order 

Juno  1, 1865. 
Benjamin  G.  Luras,  must,  in  Oct.  23, 1862  ;  must,  out  Oct.  28, 1865. 
George  W.  Lightfoot,  must,  in  Feb.  26, 1864  ;  trans,  to  Vet.  Res.  Corps 

April  26, 1866. 
George  Lehr. 
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Julius  Lasker,  killed  at  Cedar  Creek,  Va.,  Oct.  19, 1864;  buried  in  Na- 
tional Cemetery,  Winchester,  lot  10. 

John  Lynn,  must,  in  Sept.  17, 1862. 

Charles  Moyer,  absent,  without  leave,  at  muster  out. 

Nathan  Miller. 

■Wellington  Martin,  must,  in  Dec.  7, 1863. 

Hiram  Mertz,  must,  in  Dec.  15, 1863. 

Franklin  C.  Mertz,  must,  in  Dec.  29, 1863. 

William  H.  Mertz,  must,  in  Feb.  2, 1865. 

William  Martin,  must,  in  Jan.  24, 1865. 

John  Meisenheimer,  diach.  on  surg.  certif.  March  4, 1862. 

Henry  Meyer,  disch.  on  surg.  certif.  Feb.  21, 1863. 

Edmund  Miller,  disch.  on  surg.  certif.  Nov.  9, 1862. 

Orlando  Miller,  must,  out  Sept.  18, 1864. 

Franklin  Moyer,  trans,  to  Ist  U.  S.  Art.  Nov.  28, 1862. 

Barney  Montague,  must,  out  Sept.  18, 1864. 

Gideon  Moyer,  must,  in  Sept.  11,1862. 

John  R.  Moody,  must,  iu  Jan.  19, 1865. 

William  Mercer,  must,  in  April  28, 1865. 

Daniel  Mead,  must,  in  Feb.  25, 1865, 

Benjamin  F.  Neur,  must,  in  Nov.  23,1863. 

James  Noddins,  must,  in  Feb.  22, 1864;  absent  at  muster  out. 

Franklin  Oland,  died  at  Hilton  Head,  S.  C.,Oct.  30, 1862,  of  wounds  re- 
ceived at  Pocotaligo,  S.  C,  Oct.  22, 1862. 

Condy  O'Donnell.  Aaron  Peter. 

Moses  Peter,  must,  in  Dec.  19,1863. 

Francis  Pfeifer.  Henry  G.  Rice. 

Jonathan  W.  Eeber,  must,  in  Dec.  29, 1863. 

George  Reber,  must,  out  Sept.  18, 1864. 

Israel  Reinhard,  must,  in  Sept.  10,1862 ;  must,  out  by  General  Order 
Junel,186&. 

William  0.  Reinamitb,  must,  in  Oct.  31, 1861. 

Jonas  Scherei-.  J.  W.  H.  Strominger. 

Francis  Stuber. 

Ambrose  L.  Shultz,  must,  in  Feb.  29, 1864. 

Reuben  L.  Seip,  must,  in  Dec.  15, 1863. 

Christian  Smith,  must,  in  Dec.  15, 1863. 

Daniel  Scheetz,  must,  in  Jan.  4, 1864. 

Charles  Stem,  must,  in  Feb.  15, 1865. 

John  Schimpf,  Sr.,  disch.  on  surg.  certif.  March  4, 1862. 

Francis  Smetzer,  must,  out  Sept.  18, 1864. 

Jacob  Stangala,  disch.  on  surg.  certif.  April  18, 1864. 

Erwin  S.  Stabler,  must,  in  Sept.  17, 1862;  must,  out  by  General  Order 
June  1,  1865. 

William  Sieger,  must  in  Oct.  22, 1862 ;  must,  out  Oct.  28, 1865. 

Walter  C.  Smith,  must,  in  Oct.  31, 1861 ;  trans,  to  U.  S.  Signal  Corps  Feb. 

29. 1864, 

Irvin  Scheiror,  must,  in  Oct.  1, 1862;  died  at  Fort  Jefferson,  Fla.,  May 

18, 1863. 
Edmund  G.  SchoU,  died  at  Key  West,  Fla.,  May  18, 1862. 
Christian  Schla,  died  at  New  Orleans,  La.,  June  1,  1864. 
Henry  Smith,  died  at  New  Orleans,  La.,  May  30, 1864. 
Jeremiah  Strahley,  died  at  New  Orleans,  La.,  May  14, 1864. 
Carl  Shorp.  Florence  Sly. 

W.  H.  Trumbower,  must,  in  Feb.  2, 1864. 
Lewis  Teichman,  must,  in  Miirch  22, 1865. 
Luther  M.  Toomey,  must,  iu  Nov.  30, 1863  ;  disch.  on  surg.  certif.  March 

31. 1865. 

Nathan  Troxell,  disch.  on  surg.  certif.  April  18, 1864. 

John  A.  Ulig,  disch.  on  surg.  certif.  Aug.  12, 1862. 

Augustus  TJpman,  must,  in  Jan.  30, 1865. 

Fred.  Vaughn,  must,  in  Feb.  24, 1864 ;  trans,  to  Co.  0  Dec.  9, 1864. 

J.  Yartin,  died  at  Fort  Jefferson,  Fla.,  Jan.  24, 1864. 

Frederick  H.  Walter. 

Simon  D.  Wolf,  must,  in  March  21, 1864. 

Edward  Wieand,  must,  in  Feb.  2, 1865. 

Frederick  Weisbach,  must,  out  Sept.  18, 1864. 

George  Wooten,  must,  in  Nov,  28, 1863  ;  must,  out  Sept.  9, 1865. 

John  E.  Webster,  must,  in  Sept.  24,  1861  ;  died  at  Baton  Rouge,  La., 

June  24, 1864. 
Reuben  Wctzell,  died  at  Georgetown,  D.  C,  Nov,  17,  1861;  buried  in 

Military  Asylum  Cemetery. 
Jeremiah  Westcott,  must,  in  Jan.  30, 1865. 
Peter  Weller,  must,  in  March  10, 1805. 
David  Welder,  must,  in  Sept.  17, 1862. 

George  Xander,  must,  in  Oct.  31, 1861 ;  must,  out  Sept,  18, 1864, 
Joseph  Young,  must,  in  March  1,  1864;  must,  out  May  17, 1865, 


William  Young,  died  at  Washington,  D.  C,  Nov.  24, 1861 ;  buried  in  Mil- 

itary  Asylum  Cemetery. 
Engelbert  Zanger,  must  out  Sept.  18, 1864. 
Henry  Zeppenfelt,  must,  in  March  1, 1864;  died  at  Beaufort,  S.  C,  Sept. 

10, 1862. 

Company  I. 

Mustered  in  Aug.  30, 1861 ;  mustered  out  Dec.  25, 1865,  unless  where 

otherwise  mentioned. 
A.  G.  Keck  Coleman,  pro.  to  capt.  Aug.  30, 1861;  res.  Feb.  22, 1864. 
Levi  Stuber,  pro.  to  1st  lieut.  Aug.  30,  1861 ;  to  capt.  Aug.  1,  1864;  to 

maj.  May  22, 1865. 
Theodore  Mink,  pro.  from  Ist  sergt.  to  2d  lieut.  Sept.  19,  1864;  to  Ist 

lieut.  Nov.  3, 1864;  to  capt.  May  22, 1865. 
Allen  Lawall,  pro.  from  sergt.  to  2d  lieut.  Jan.  1, 1865  ;  to  1st  lieut.  May 

30, 1865, 
James  Stuber,  pro.  to  2d  lieut.  Aug.  30, 1861 ;  must,  out  Sept.  18,1864. 
Wm.  H.  Haltiman,  wounded  at  Pleasant  Hill,  La.,  April  9,  1864;  pro. 

from  sergt.  to  Ist  sergt.  Jan.  1, 1865 ;  to  2d  lieut.  May  27, 1865 ;  died 

at  Pineville,  S.  C,  July  23,1865. 
Wm,  H,  Meyers,  wounded  at  Pleasant  Hill,  La.,  April  9,  1864;  at  Cedar 

Creek,  Va.,  Oct.  19, 1864 ;  pro.  from  corp.  to  sergt,  Sept.  19, 1864;  to 

Ist  sergt.  May  27,  1865  ;  com.  2d  lieut.   July  25,  1865 ;  not  mus- 
tered. 
Edwin  Keiser,  sergt. 

Edwin  Kemp,  pro.  from  corp.  to  sergt,  Sept.  19, 1864. 
Thomas  N.  Burke,  pro.  to  corp.  Sept.  19, 1864;  to  sergt.  July  11, 1865. 
Owen  Kuder,  must,  in  Oct.  1 6, 1862  ;  pro.  to  corp.  June  2, 1865  :  to  sergt. 

July  11, 1865 ;  must,  out  Oct.  15, 1865. 
Charles  Nolf,  sergt. ;   killed  accidentally  at  Key  West,  Fla.,  June  9, 

1862. 
Thomas  J.  Kerr,  must,  in  July  1, 1863  ;  pro.  to  cori).  July  2, 1865. 
Stephen  Hettinger,  must,  in  March  15, 1864 ;  pro.  to  corp.  June  2, 1865. 
Israel  F.  Hartzell,  must,  in  March  15, 1864;  pro.  to  corp.  June  2, 1865. 
Joseph  Hettinger,  pro.  to  corp.  July  11, 1865, 

Charles  H.  Dankle,  must,  in  Jan.  26, 1865  ;  pro.  to  corp.  July  11, 1865. 
Jefferson  Kunkle,  must,  iu  March  31, 1864  ;  pro.  to  corp.  July  11, 1865. 
Alrin  J.  Hartzell,  must,  in  Nov.  23, 1863;  trans,  from  Co.  B  April  16, 

1864  ;  pro.  to  corp.  July  11, 1865. 
Henry  Miller,  must,  out  Sept.  18, 1864. 

D.  H.  Nunemacher,  pro.  to  corp.  Jan,  1, 1862  ;  must,  out  Sept.  18, 1864. 
T.  W.  Fitzinger,  must,  out  Sept.  18, 1864. 

John  W.  H.  Diehl,  pro.  to  corp-  May  17, 1863;  must,  out  Sept.  18, 1864. 
Francis  Deifer,  pro.  to  corp.  Nov.  29. 1862  ;  must,  out  Sept.  18, 1864. 
Joseph  Kramer,  must,  in  Sept.  10, 1862;  pro.  to  corp.  April  21,  1865; 

must,  out  by  General  Order  June  1, 1865. 
Allen  Knauss,  pro.  to  corp.  Sept.  19, 1864  ;  wounded  at  Cedar  Creek,  Ta., 

Oct.  19, 18fi4;  disch.  on  surg.  certif.  Sept.  7, 1865. 
William  Track,  must,  in  Sept.  24, 1861 ;  pro.  to  corp.  May  1,1862;  killed 

at  Pleasant  Hill,  La.,  April  9, 18G4. 
Michael  Fitzglbbons,  pro.  to  corp.  April  21, 1865. 
Tilghman  H.  Desh,pro.  to  corp.  April  21, 1865. 
Benjamin  Huntzberger,  must,  in  Jan.  14, 1864;  pro.  to  corp.  April  21, 

1865. 
Julius  Benkhart,  musician. 
Wippolett  Benkhart,  musician,  must,  in  Sept.  10,  1862;  trans,  to  Tet. 

Res.  Corps  May  1, 1865. 

Privates. 
Frank  Allenspach,  must,  in  March  24, 1865  ;  absent,  sick,  at  muster  out. 
George  Acher.  T^ieodore  Anderson, 

William  Burger. 

John  Bush,  must,  in  Jan.  5, 1864. 
William  Bayne,  must,  in  Feb.  15, 1865. 

John  BuUard,  must,  in  April  ^,  1864 ;  trans,  from  Co.  D  Oct,  23, 1864. 
Theodore  Baker,  must,  out  Sept.  18,  1864. 
William  Baker,  must,  in  Oct.  2, 1862  ;  must,  out  Oct,  1, 1865. 
J.  Bondenschlager,  disch.  on  surg.  certif.  Oct.  29, 1862. 
William  Baumeister,  trans,  to  Vet.  Res.  Corps  May  12, 1864. 
John  Bartholomew,  killed  at  Cedar  Creek,  Va.,  Oct.  19, 1864, 
John  Burns,  must,  in  March  7, 1S65. 
William  Barre. 

James  B.  Colo,  disch.  on  surg.  certif.  Nov.  15, 1862. 
Augustus  Colvine,  must,  iu  Feb.  15,1865;  trans,  to  Co.  C  March  20, 

1865. 
John  Clemons. 

William  H,  Dreisbach,  must,  in  Oct.  2, 1802  ;  must,  out  Aug.  1, 1865. 
Edwin  Dreisbach,  wounded  at  Pocotaligo,  S.  C,  Oct.  22, 1862. 
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T.  T.  Drawbaugh,  must,  in  July  1, 1862. 

John  Dias,  must,  in  Jan.  25, 1865. 

Frederick  Drester,  disch.  on  BUrg.  certif.  Dec.  22, 1862. 

Samuel  Dillingham,  must,  in  Nov.  18,  1862 ;  trans,  from  Co.  H,  Uth 

Eegt.  Pa.  Cav. ;  disch.  on  surg.  certif.  April  11, 1865. 
L.  Druckenmiller,  killed  at  Pocotaligo,  S.  C,  Oct.  22, 1862. 
Conrad  Dietrich. 

Peter  Dopstadt,  must,  in  March  7, 1865. 
Enos  Eckhart,  must,  in  Jan.  30, 1865. 
■William  Ellis,  died  at  Beanfort,  S.  O.,  Aug.  2, 1862. 
Walter  P.  Eetzer. 

Joseph  Freeman,  must,  in  March  10, 1865. 
Fi'aDcis  Farrell,  must,  in  March  10, 1865. 
W.  Fenstermaker,  must,  out  Sept.  18, 1864. 
Owen  Fetzer,  died  at  New  Orleans,  La.,  April  19, 1864. 
Isaiah  Foy. 
John  Gross,  must,  in  Feb.  18, 1864  :  wounded  at  Cedsr  Creek,  Va  ,  Oct. 

19, 1864. 
Charles  Gross,  must,  in  Feb.  29, 1864  ;  absent,  sick,  at  muster  out. 
Henry  Gutthard,  must,  in  Feb.  13, 1865. 
Alexander  Great.  A.  Geustenlichter. 

George  T.  Gross,  disch.  on  surg.  certif.  July  3D,  1862. 
Samuel  Guth.  disch.  on  surg.  certif.  July  20, 1S64. 
Allen  P.  Gilbert,  must,  out  Sept.  IS,  1864. 
Francis  Gildner,  killed  at  Cedar  Creek,  Ta.,  Oct.  19,  1864;  buried  in 

National  Cemetery,  Winchester,  lot  10. 
Solomon  Gross,  must,  in  Feb.  8,  1864. 

Eli  K.  Hunsberger,  must,  in  Jan.  16, 1864 ;  absent  at  muster  out. 
Charles  Henry.  Granville  D.  Hangen. 

Joseph  Hawk,  must,  in  Feb.  25, 1864. 
David  0.  Hawk,  must,  in  April  1, 1864 ;  died  at  New  Orleans,  La.,  July 

28,  1865. 
Albert  Hiller,  must,  in  March  7,  1865. 
George  W.  Hartzell. 

William  F.  Henry,  must,  oat  Sept.  18, 1864. 
Uriah  Henry,  must,  in  Feb.  9, 1863. 
Daniel  Kramer,  must,  in  Oct.  2, 1862 ;  wounded  at  Pocotaligo,  S.  C,  Oct. 

22, 1862  ;  absent,  sick,  at  muster  out. 
Levi  Kraft,  disch.  on  surg.  certif.  March  12,  1864. 
Edwin  Keiper,  must,  out  Sept.  18, 1864. 
Xaver  Kraff,  must,  out  Sept.  18, 1864. 
Charles  Kaucher,  must,  out  Sept.  18, 1864. 
David  F.  Knerr,  must,  in  Sept.  10,  1862 ;  must,  out  by  General  Order 

June  1, 1865. 
Solomon  Krechio,  trans,  to  Capt.  Snyder's  company,  1st  U.  S.  Art.,  Nov. 

27,  1862. 
Charles  Klotz,  must,  in  Oct.  29,  1862;  trans,  to  Co.  H  Deo.  7,1862. 
Elvin  Knauss,  died  at  New  Orleans,  La.,  Aug.  3,  1864. 
Ogdon  Lewis,  must,  out  Sept.  18,  1864. 

Samuel  Lutz,  must,  in  Dec.  2, 1863 ;  trans,  from  Co.  B  April  16, 1864. 
John  J.  Lawall,  must,  in  Sept.  17, 1862 ;  must,  out  by  General  Order 

June  1, 1866. 
Peter  Lynd,  must,  out  Sept.  18, 1864. 
Franklin  Lefler,  must,  out  Oct.  30,  1864. 
David  Lost,  died  at  Camp  GritBa,  Va.,  Oct.  29, 1861. 
James  Lutz,  must,  in  Nov.  23, 1863  ;  trans,  from  Co.  B  April  16,1864; 

killed  at  Cedar  Creek,  Va.,  Oct.  19, 1864. 
William  Mench,  disch.  on  surg.  certif.  July  14, 1864. 
Harrison  W.  Miller,  must,  in  Jan.  14, 1864. 
Charles  Matzkowsky,  must,  in  Feb.  20, 1864. 
William  Martin,  wounded  at  Cedar  Creek,  Va.,  Oct.  29,  1864. 
Oscar  Miller,  must,  out  Sept.  20, 1864. 
Aaron  McHose,  must,  out  Sept.  18, 1864. 

Sylvester  McOabe,  must,  in  Jan.  17, 1862  ;  must,  out  Jan.  17, 1865. 
Jesse  Moyer,  must,  in  Sept.  17, 1862 ;  must,  out  by  General  Order  June 

1,  X865. 
Leander  Morrell,  must,  in  Oct.  23,  1864;  trans,  from  Co.  H,  14th  Regt. 

Pa.  Cav. ;  must,  out  Oct.  22,  1865. 
Philip  W.  Miller,  must,  in  Nov.  20, 1863  ;  trans,  to  Vet.  Kes.  Corps  April 

3, 1866. 
Jeremiah  Metz,  killed  at  Pocotaligo,  S.  C,  Oct.  22, 1862. 
John  Mclntire. 

William  McLaughlin,  must,  in  March  8, 1866. 
Nicholas  McKeever.  Jacob  Newhard. 

Samuel  Moss,  must,  in  July  1,1863 ;  trans,  to  Vet.  Ees.  Corps  March  12, 

1864. 
Jacob  Peter,  must,  in  Nov.  24, 1863. 


Alfred  C.  Pretz,  must,  in  Sept,  10,  1862;  trans,  to  2d  Fla.  Cav.  March 

31,  1864. 
Cornelius  Rowan,  must,  in  Nov.  24, 1863. 
George  Rhoads.  Joseph  Rockell. 

William  Reed,  must,  in  March  20, 1865. 

James  C.  Robertson,  disch.  by  order  of  War  Department  Jan.  27, 1862. 
William  Kadelino,  must,  in  Feb.  l!i,  1864;   died  at  Charleston,  S.  C, 

Oct.  25, 1865. 
Marcus  Roth,  must,  in  Feb.  13, 1865, 

S.  M,  Rauvenbach.  Milton  H.  Stephens. 

William  Swartz.  Levi  Stein. 

Reuben  Snyder,  must,  in  Feb.  25, 1864. 
Jacob  Seber,  must,  in  Dec.  24, 1863. 
David  Shaffer,  disch.  on  surg,  certif.  Oct.  22, 1862. 
Henry  D.  Spinner,  disch.  on  surg.  certif,  July  27, 1863. 
Henry  C,  Snaveley,  must,  in  Jan.  16, 1862 ;  must,  out  Jan.  17,  1865. 
Frederick  Scarbecker,  must,  in  Nov.  23, 1862  ;  trans,  from  Co,  H,  14th 

Regt,  Pa.  Cav. ;  must,  out  Nov,  22, 1865. 
Charles  G.  Sasserman,  must,  in  Oct.  2, 1862  ;  must,  out  Oct.  2, 1865. 
Gottlieb  Schweitzer,  must,  out  Sept.  18, 1864. 
William  Smith,  must,  out  Sept.  18, 1864. 
Samuel  Smith,  must,  in  Sept,  10, 1862 ;  must,  out  by  General  Order  June 

1, 1865. 
Stephen  Schechterly,  must,  in  Sept,  10, 1862 ;  must,  out  by  General 

Order  June  1,  1865, 
Charles  Smith,  must,  in  March  7, 1865;  disch.  on  surg.  certif.  Nov.  14, 

1866. 
Frank  W.  Siegfried,  trans,  to  Capt.  Snyder's  company,  1st  TJ.  S.  Art., 

Feb,  26,  1863, 
Francis  Stick,  died  at  New  Orleans,  La,,  June  20, 1864. 
Jonas  Snyder,  died  on  board  of  the  steamer  "  McClellan"  July  8, 1864. 
Henry  J.  Schlagle,  must,  in  Feb.  24, 1864 ;  captured ;  died  at  Salisbury, 
N.  C,  Jan.  13,  1865. 
'  Joseph  Stephens,  must,  in  Nov.  5, 1862 ;  killed  at  Cedar  Creek,  Va.,Oct. 
19, 1864. 
Frederick  Smith,  died  at  Fort  Tyler,  Texas,  May  4, 1864. 
Isaiah  Schlochter. 
Peter  M.  Stockslager. 

Clinton  Sage,  must,  in  March  10, 1865 ;  not  on  muster-out  roll. 
Levi  Schoittz,  died  at  Philadelphia  March  14, 1864. 
Edwin  F.  Trickier. 
Henry  Traak,  must,  in  March  6, 1865. 
John  L,  Transue,  must,  out  Sept.  18, 1864. 
John  Troxell,  must,  out  Sept.  18,  1864. 
Israel  Troxell,  must,  in  Sept.  10, 1862 ;  must,  out  by  General  Order  June 

1, 1866. 
James  Vansyckel. 

Daniel  Vansyckel,  must,  out  Sept.  18, 1864. 
Eli  Wieder. 

William  Walter,  must,  in  Jan.  4, 1864. 
Harrison  Wiel. 
Henry  W.  Weil. 
Gideon  Weiser. 

Henry  W.  Weiser,  must,  out  Sept.  18, 1864. 
William  Wipkey,  must,  in  Oct.  18, 1861 ;  must,  out  Oct.  30, 1864. 
Samuel  Wierbach,  must,  out  Sept.  18,  1864. 
Daniel  Wanuermaker,  must,  in  Sept.  10, 1862 ;  must,  out  by  General 

Order  June  1, 1865. 
Lewis  Warner,  trans,  to  Capt.  Snyder's  company,  let  U.  S.  Art.,  Nov.  27, 

1862. 
Francis  Xander. 

Nathaniel  Xander,  must,  out  Sept.  18, 1864. 
Joseph  Yonkert,  must,  in  Feb.  2, 1865. 
Peter  Yeager,  must,  in  Jan.  4, 1864. 

Thomas  Ziegler,  wounded  at  Cedar  Creek,  Va.,  Oct.  19, 1864. 
Frederick  Ziegler,  must,  in  Oct.  23,  1862  ;  trana.  from  14th  Regt.  Pa. 
Cav.;  disch.  on  surg.  certif.  April  11, 1865. 

Company  K, 
Mustered  in  Sept.  17, 1861 ;  mustered  out  Dec.  26, 1866,  unless  where 

otherwise  mentioned. 
George  Junkert,  must,  in  Aug.  21,  1861;  pro.  to  capt.  Sept.  17, 1861 ; 
died  at  Hilton  Head,  S.  C,  Oct.  25, 1862,  of  wounds  received  at  Po- 
cotaligo, S.  C,  Oct.  22,  1862. 
Charles  W.  Abbott,  pro.  to  1st  lieut.  Sept,  17, 1861 ;  to  capt.  Oct.  22, 1862 ; 
to  lieut.-col.  Jan.  3, 1865. 
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Matthias  Miller,  pro.  from  corp.  to  Ist  aergt,  Jan.  1, 1864  ;  to  2d  lieut. 

Aug.  1, 1864;  to  capt.  Jan.  4, 1865. 
David  H.  Fetherolf,  pro.  from  2d  to  let  lieut.  May  2, 1863;  must,  out 

Nov.  17, 18G4. 
Franklin  Beiael,  pro.  from  corp,  to  Ist  eergt.  Aug,  7, 1864;  to  Ist  lieut. 

Jan.  2:J,  1865, 
Alfred  P.  Swoyer,  pro.  from  let  Bergt.  to  2d  lieut.  May  2, 1863;  killed  at 

Sabiue  Cross- Roada,  La.,  April  8, 1864. 
Eliaa  F.  Beunor,  pro.  from  corp.  to  eergt.  Sept.  14,1864;  to  2d  lieut.  Jan. 

2y,  1865. 
George  J.  Scherer,  pro.  fi-om  corp.  to  sergt.  Nov.  6, 1864;  to  lat  aergt. 

Jan.  24, 1865. 
Jolin  Bischoff,  wounded  at  Pocotaligo,  S.  C,  Oct.  22,  1862;  pro.  from 

corp.  to  sergt.  Jan.  24, 1865. 
Samuel  Kunfer,  pro.  to  corp.  Sept.  19, 1864;  to  sergt.  Jan.  24, 1865. 
Samuel  Rcinert,  wounded  at  Pocotaligo,  S.  C,  Oct.  22, 1862 ;  pro.  to  corp. 

Aug.  1,  1864;  to  sergt.  Oct.  1,  1865. 
William  Landis,  pro.  to  corp.  Sept.  19, 1864;  wounded  at  Cedar  Creek, 

Va.,  Oct.  19, 1864;  pro.  to  sergt.  Oct,  1,  1865. 
Peter  Reinmiller,  sergt.,  must,  out  Sept,  18, 1864. 
Conrad  Tolkanand,  sergt.,  must,  out  Sept.  18, 1864, 
Phaou  Guth,  sergt.,  must,  in  Oct.  2, 1862;  must,  out  Oct.  1, 1865. 
William  H.  Berger,  died  at  Pliiladelpliia  Nov.  5, 1865,  of  wounds  received 

at  Cedar  Creek,  "Va.,  Oct,  19, 1864, 
Edwin  Moyer,  sergt. 

Manoh  Carl,  corp.,  wounded  at  Pocotaligo,  S.  C,  Oct.  22, 1862. 
0.  Weidenbacli,  pro.  to  corp.  Sept.  19, 1864. 

Edwin  Person,  mu.^t,  in  Feb.  9,1864;  pro.  to  corp.  Sept.  26,1864. 
William  Hinklo,mn8t.  in  March  29,1864;  pro.  to  corp.  April  21,1865. 
John  Saylur,  must,  in  Feb.  23, 1864;  pro,  to  corp.  July  1, 1865. 
Nathau  Handwerk,  must,  in  March  7,1864;  pro,  to  corp.  Oct.  1, 1865. 
Amos  Skitter,  must,  in  March  29, 1864  ;  pro.  to  corp.  Oct.  1, 1865. 
George  Knick,  must,  out  Sept.  18, 1864. 
Lewis  Benn  er,  must,  out  Sept,  18, 1864. 
Martin  Guth,  must,  in  Oct.  2, 1862 ;  mu'^t.  out  Oct.  1, 1865. 
Joseph  Frack,  must,  in  Oct.  2, 1862 ;  wounded  at  Cedar  Creek,  Va.,  Oct.  19, 

1864 ;  must,  out  June  22, 1S65. 
William  Knerr,  must,  in  Oct.  2, 1862;  must,  out  Oct,  1,1865. 
William  Schubard. 
Daniel  Frilz,  musiciau,  disch.  ou  surg.  certif.  July  29, 1862. 

Privates. 
Valentine  Amend,  must,  out  Sept.  18, 1864. 
Benjamin  Amey,  must,  in  Oct.  2, 1862 ;  must,  out  Oct.  1, 1865. 
Charles  Acker,  must.  In  Nov.  5,  1862;  disch.  on  surg.  certif.  May  19, 

1865. 
William  Barr,  must,  iu  Feb.  8, 1864. 
Peter  Berkemeyer,  must,  in  Feb.  10, 1864. 
Francis  Boger. 

Charles  Bower,  must,  in  March  15, 1864. 
Henry  A.  Breinig,  must,  in  Feb.  21, 1865. 
Joseph  Bachman,  must,  in  Oct.  29,  1861 ;    disch,  on  surg.  certif,  Dec. 

16,1861. 
M.  Bornschier,  must,  out  Sept.  18, 1864. 
William  H.  Barber,  must,  in  July  26, 1862  ;  must,  out  by  General  Order 

June  1,1865. 
Tilghman  Boger,  must,  in  Aug.  26,  1862;  must,  out  by  General  Order 

June  1,1865. 
Tilghman  Breisch,  must,  in  Oct.  2, 1862 ;  must,  out  Oct.  1, 1865. 
William  Brecht,  trans,  to  Vet.  Res.  Corps  March  1, 1864, 
Lewis  Berliuer,  killed  at  Cedar  Creek,  Va.,  Oct.  19,  1864 ;  buried  in  Na- 
tional Cemetery,  Winchester,  lot  10. 
John  Bower,  must,  in  Dec.  2, 1863 ;  not  on  muster-out  roll. 
William  Carl. 
Peter  Cope,  must,  in  March  21,  1864;  must,  out  by  General  Order  June 

22, 1865. 
Francis  Dankle. 

John  Delp,  must,  in  Aug.  11, 1863;  drafted. 
John  Dottery,  must,  in  Dec.  2, 1863. 
E.  Druckenmiller,  disch,  on  surg.  certif.  Aug.  18, 1864. 
Alfred  Diehl,  must,  in  Oct.  29, 1862  ;  must,  out  Oct.  28, 1865. 
Daniel  D.  Dackratt,  must,  in  Aug,  14,  1861 ;  pro.  to  principal  musician 

Sept.  1, 1863. 
Lewis  Dipple,died  at  Key  West,  Fla.,  April  27, 1862. 
Philip  W.  Datzius,  must,  in  Feb.  29, 1864 ;  died  at  Portsmouth  Grove  R.  I 

Nov,  9, 1864.  '    *    '* 

William  Eastman,  must,  in  Feb.  14, 1865. 


Werner  Erbe,  trans,  to  Vet.  Res.  Corps  March  1, 1864. 

William  Frey,  must,  in  March  2, 1864. 

Charles  Fisher,  must,  out  Sept.  18, 1864. 

John  F.  Fersch,  disch.  on  surg.  certif.  March  11, 1864. 

Paul  Ferg,  disch.  on  surg,  certif.  Jan,  20, 1862. 

Joseph  Freas,  must,  in  March  10,  1865;    must,  out   by  General  Order 

Sept.  14, 1865. 
Rudolph  Fisher,  disch.  on  surg.  certif.  July  29, 1862. 
Harrison  Fegely,mu8t.  in  Dec.  2,1863;  wounded  at  Cedar  Creek,  Va.,  Oct. 
19, 1864 ;  trans,  to  Co,  E,  21st  Regt.,  Ist  Bat,,  Vet.  Res.  Corps,  Jao.  17 
1865. 
Edward  Frederick,  must,  in  Oct,  2,  1862;  wounded  at  Pocotaligo,  S.  C. 

Oct,  22, 1862 ;  died  at  Fort  Jeflfersun,  Fla ,  Feb.  16, 1863. 
Gottlieb  Fiesel,  died  at  Hilton  Head,  S.  C,  Nov,  9, 1862,  of  wounds  re- 
ceived at  Pocotaligo,  S.  C,  Oct.  22, 1862, 
John  Gulty. 

Benedict  Glichler,  must,  in  Feb,  8,  1864;  must,  out  by  General  Order 
May  19, 1865. 

Jacob  Geesey,  must,  in  Oct,  12,  1864  ;  must,  out  Oct.  11, 1865. 

Matthiaa  Gerrett,  must,  in  Dec.  2, 1863  ;  died  at  New  Orleans,  La.,  May 
22, 1864. 

Edwin  Gross,  miLst.  in  Dec.  15, 1863;  died  at  Charleston,  S.  C,  Oct  30 
1865, 

Charles  Grim,  must,  in  Feb,  23, 1864. 

Jacob  F.  Hartzog,  wounded  at  Pocotaligo,  S.  C,  Oct,  22, 1862;  disch,  on 
surg.  certif,  Feb,  24, 1863. 

Charles  Heiney,  must,  out  Sept,  18, 1864, 

William  P.  Heller,  must,  in  Aug.  26, 1862  ;  must,  out  by  General  Order 
June  1,1865. 

Harrison  Handweik,  must,  out  Oct,  2, 1862;  must,  out  Oct,  1, 1865. 

Edward  Houser,  must,  in  Oct,  2, 1862  ;  must,  out  Oct.  1, 1865. 

Henry  Hantz,  must,  in  Oct.  18, 1864;  must,  out  Oct.  19, 1865, 

John  Hinderer,  trans,  to  Vet.  Res.  Corps  March  1, 1864. 

William  A.  Heckman,  must,  in  Aug.  14,  1861 ;  promoted  to  principal 
musician  Sept.  1, 1863, 

Paul  Houser,  must,  in  Oct.  2, 1862;  drowned  from  steamer  "Pocahon- 
tas" June,  1864, 

Nicholas  Hagelgans,  killed  at  Pleasant  Hill,  La.,  April  9, 1864. 

George  Hoffman,  must.  iT\  Oct.  29, 1861 ;  died  at  Annapolis,  Md.,  Feb.  21, 
1865, 

Jacob  Hull,  must,  in  May  2,  1865  ;  trans,  from  159th  Regt,  P.  V.  May  2, 
1865, 

George  Kase,  must,  in  Dec,  2,  1863. 

Abraham  Keiter,  must,  in  Feb,  15,  1865, 

William  S.  Keiter,  must,  in  Feb.  16, 1865. 

Edward  Keller,  must,  in  Feb,  16, 1865. 

John  W.  H.  Kuerr,  must,  in  Feb.  15, 1865 ;  absent,  on  detached  duty,  a 
muster  out. 

James  E,  Knerr,  must,  in  Feb.  15,  1865, 

Frederick  Knell,  wounded  at  Pocotaligo,  S.  C,  Oct.  22, 1862;  disch,  on 
surg.  certif.  May  9, 1863. 

John  Koffler,  disch.  on  surg,  certif.  Sept,  7, 1863. 

Jacob  Kentzler,  must,  out  Sept.  IS,  1864. 

John  Holdhoff,  must,  out  Sept,  18, 1864, 

Anthony  Krause,  must,  out  Sept,  18, 1864. 

John  Keiser,  must,  in  Oct.  2,  1862  ;  must,  out  Oct,  1, 1865, 

George  Kilmore,  killed  near  Berr>'ville,  Va.,  Sept.  5, 1864. 

Moses  F.  Klotz,  must,  in  Dec.  16, 1863  ;  killed  at  Cedar  Creek,  Va,,  Oct. 
19, 1864;  buried  in  National  Cemetery,  Winchester,  lot  9, 

John  Kolb,  died  at  Baltimore,  Md,,  Oct.  21, 1864, 

Hiram  Kolb,  wounded  at  Cedar  Creek,  Va.,  Oct.  19, 1864.- 

David  Klotz,  must,  in  Nov.  5, 1862  ;  trans,  to  Vet.  Res.  Corps  March  1, 
1864. 

Juliufl  Landrock.  William  Leonhard. 

W.  A.  Leibensperger,  must,  in  March  15,  1864. 

Daniel  H.  Long. 

Lewis  Long,  must,  in  Dec.  2, 1863. 

Elias  Leh,  must,  out  Sept.  18, 1864, 

AmanduB  Long,  died  at  Key  West,  Fla.,  March  29, 1862, 

George  Leonhard,  died  at  Key  West,  Fla.,  April  19, 1862. 

Joseph  Louis,  died  at  Hilton  Head,  S,  C,  Oct.  2a,  1862,  of  wounds  re- 
ceived at  Pocotaligo,  S,  C,  Oct.  22, 1862, 

Abraham  Landis,  died  at  Hilton  Head,  S,  C,  Oct  23, 1862,  of  wounds  re- 
ceived at  Pocotaligo,  S.  C,  Oct,  22, 1862. 

Solomon  H.  Long,  must,  in  March  15, 1864 ;  died  at  New  Orleans,  La., 
Aug.  21, 1864. 

Harrison  Metzger, 
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Jonas  Metzger,  must,  in  Oct.  18, 1861. 

Lewis  Miller. 

Peter  Miller,  must,  in  Feb.  17, 1865. 

John  Moser,  must,  in  Feb.  22, 1864. 

Samuel  Madder,  must,  out  Sept.  18, 1864. 

Lewis  51etzger,  must,  out  Sept.  18,  1864. 

Alfred  Mutliard,  must,  in  Oct.  10, 1804  ;  must,  out  Sept.  18, 1864. 

David  Moesner,  must,  out  by  General  Order  Aug.  21, 1865. 

Martin  Muench,  died  at  Key  West.  Pla.,  July  22, 1862. 

John  McConnell,  killed  atPocotaligo,  S.  C,  Oct.  22, 186;2. 

Jacob  Madden,  died  of  wounds  received  at  Pleasant  Hill,  La.,  April  9, 

1864. 
Patrick  McFarland,  died  at  Fort  Jefferson,  Fla.,  Sept.  16, 1862. 
William  Noll,  must,  in  Sept.  17,  1862  ;  must,  out  by  General  Order  June 

1, 1865. 
Coni-ad  Nagle,  died  at  Alfxandriji,  Va.,  Aug.  23,  1864;  grave  2604. 
Frederick  Nessler,  died  at  Key  West,  Fla.,  Aug.  20, 1862. 
Charles  Preston,  must,  in  Dec.  17,  1863. 
Elias  Ready,  disch.  on  surg.  certif.  Nov.  26, 1861. 
Martin  Reiiinger,  must,  in  Dec.  2, 1863;  disch.  on  surg.  certif.  Aug.  3, 

1864. 
Henry  S.  Romig,  must,  in  Dec.  2,  1863  ;  disch.  on  surg.  certif.  April  11, 

1866. 
Charles  Resch,  died  at  Baton  Rouge,  La.,  Aug.  10, 1864.  , 

Charles  RichdL-r,  must,  in  Nov.  5,  1862;  died  at  Baltimore,  Md.,  Sept.  1, 

1864. 
William  Shrank,  wounded  at  Pocotaligo,  S.  C,  Oct.  22, 1862. 
David  Semmel. 

Benjamin  Shoemaker,  must,  in  Dec.  2, 1863. 
William  H.  Slioemaker,  must,  in  Dec.  2,  1863. 
Lewis  G.  Seip,  must,  in  Feb.  19, 1864. 
Tilghman  Sourwine,  absent,  sick,  at  muster  out. 
John  G.  Snyder,  must,  in  Feb.  15, 1865. 
William  H.  Snyder,  must,  in  Feb.  15,  1865. 
Levi  Stahly,  must,  in  April  1,  1804. 
Paul  Strauss,  wounded  at  Pocotaligo,  S.  C,  Oct.  22, 1862. 
Daniel  Strauss,  must,  in  March  15, 1864. 
Evan  Strauss,  must,  in  Feb.  14, 1865. 

James  Strauss,  wounded  at  Cedar  Creek,  Va ,  Oct.  19, 1864. 
William  Sterner,  must,  in  Feb.  14, 1865. 
Andrea  Snyiifr,  disch.  on  surg.  certif.  June  3,  1862. 
F.  Sackenheimer,  disch.  on  surg.  certif  Sept.  1, 1862. 
John  Schimpf,  wounded  at  Pocotaligo,  S.  C,  Oct.  22,  1862 ;  must,  out 

Sept.  18, 1864. 
John  Scholl,  must,  out  Sept.  18,  1864. 
William  D.  Schick,  must,  in  Oct.  2, 1862  ;  disch.  on  surg.  certif.  July  4, 

1865. 
Alfred  Smith,  must,  in  March  3,1864;  disch.  on  surg.  certif.  July  19, 1865. 
William  Shearer,  disch.  on  snrg.  certif  Dec.  15,  1864. 
Henry  Savitz,  must,  in  Oct.  2,  1862;  must,  out  Oct.  1,  1865. 
William  Schlicher,  must,  in  Oct.  2,  1862 ;  must,  out  Oct.  1, 1865. 
Franklin  Smith,  must,  in  Oct.  10, 1864;  must,  out  Oct.  9, 1865. 
James  Sieger,  must,  in  Oct.  29,  1862 ;  must,  out  Oct.  28, 1865. 
Charles  Stout,  must,  in  Oct.  29,  1662;  must,  out  Oct.  28,  1865. 
John  G.  Sigle,  must,  in  March  2, 1864 ;  must,  out  by  General  Order  Nov. 

14,1865. 
Lewis  Schneck,  must,  in  Dec.  15, 1863  ;  killed  at  Cedar  Creek,  Va.,  Oct. 

19,1864:  buried  in  National  Cemetery,  Winchester,  lot  10. 
John  Schuchard,  died  at  Hilton  Head,  S.  C,  Oct,  24, 1862,  of  wounds  re- 
ceived at  Pocotaligo,  S.  C,  Oct.  22, 1862. 
Augustus  Schirer,  died  at  Kej  West,  Fla.,  April  6, 1862. 
Josiah  Siegler,  must,  in  May  28, 1864. 
Henry  S.  Toole,  must,  in  Oct.  17, 1862  ;  must,  out  by  General  Order  July 

8, 1865. 
Christopher  Ulrich,  must,  out  Sept.  18, 1864. 
Lewis  Wasser,  must,  in  Feb.  21, 1865. 
James  D.  Weil,  must,  in  March  2, 1864. 
Levi  Wagner,  must,  in  Feb.  4,  1864. 
Samuel  Woodring. 
Christian  F.  Wieland,  must,  in  Feb.  27, 1864;  pro,  to  assistant  surgeon 

Dec.  13, 1864. 
Samuel  Wolf,  killed  at  Pleasant  Hill,  La.,  April  9,  1864. 
William  Walbert,died  at  New  Orleans,  La.,  April  30, 1864. 
Benjamin  Zellner,  must,  in  Dec.  15, 1863. 

Ninety-second    Regiment    (Ninth    Cavalry).— 
This,  which  was  at  first  known  as  the  Lochiel  Cav- 


ahy,  had  a  portion  of  one  company  (A)  from  Lehigh 
County.  It  was  organized  on  the  29th  of  August, 
1861,  and  its  place  of  rendezvous  was  Cainp  Cameron, 
near  Harrisburg.  On  the  20th  of  November,  1861, 
it  moved  to  Louisville,  via  Pittsburgh,  went  into  camp 
at  Jeffersonville,  Iiid.,  opposite  Louisville,  and  en- 
gaged in  drill.  It  went  to  the  front  in  January,  1862, 
and  in  February,  on  the  advance  of  Gens.  Buell  and 
Mitchell  against  Gen.  A.  S.  Johnson,  iit  Bowling 
Green,  it  was,  at  the  request  of  the  citizens,  ordered 
to  remain  for  the  protection  of  the  State,  and  the  bat- 
talions were  posted  at  different  localities.  In  March 
the  regiment  was  ordered  into  Tennessee,  and  in  May 
the  third  battalion  met  a  force  of  Morgan's  cavalry  at 
Lebanon,  where  that  daring  leader  was  defeated. 
Soon  afterward  the  third  battalion  captured  Mor- 
gan's rear-guard,  and  pursued  his  force  to  the  Cum- 
berland Mountains  at  Sparta.  The  same  battalion 
was  again  warmly  engaged  at  Moore's  Hill  on  the  6th 
of  June,  and  at  Tompkinsville,  Ky.,  on  the  9th  of 
July,  with  Morgan's  force  again. 

The  battalions  were  united  in  Kentucky  early  in 
August,  and  the  regiment  was  engaged  in  protecting 
the  State  against  the  raids  of  Morgan's  bands.  It 
covered  the  retreat  of  Gen.  Nelson  to  Louisville,  after 
the  battle  of  Richmond,  Ky.,  on  the  30th  of  August, 
and  in  doing  so  had  a  sharp  fight  with  the  rebel  cav- 
alry at  Shelbyville.  It  was  engaged  at  Perryville, 
where  it  fought  bravely,  and  lost  ten  killed  and 
twenty-seven  wounded. 

It  returned  to  Louisville,  where  it  was  remounted 
and  newly  equipped,  and  on  the  22d  of  December 
went  on  an  expedition  through  the  Cumberland, 
Pine,  and  Clinch  Mountains,  where  roads  and  civil- 
ization were  abandoned,  and  great  hardships  were 
endured.  On  the  1st  of  January,  1863,  it  reached 
the  Virginia  and  Tennessee  Railroad,  captured  a 
force  of  the  enemy,  and  burned  the  bridge  over  the 
Watauga.  Twelve  miles  distant,  on  the  Holston 
River,  another  force  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  was 
captured  and  paroled,  and  a  mile  of  trestle-work 
was  destroyed.  The  command  then  recrossed  the 
mountains  by  the  route  over  which  it  came,  and 
reached  Nicholasville  on  the  13th  of  January.  Soon 
afterward  the  regiment  went  to  Louisville  and  was  re- 
mounted, then  went  to  Nashville,  and,  on  the  8th  of 
February,  to  Franklin,  where  it  drove  Forrest's  cav- 
alry from  the  town.  During  eighteen  days  the  regi- 
ment confronted  a  vastly  superior  force  of  rebel  cav- 
alry under  Van  Dorn,  and  when  attacked  defeated  it. 
The  next  day  a  fight  occurred,  which,  though  disas- 
trous to  the  Union  arms,  was  nobly  borne  by  this 
regiment.  In  the  Chickamauga  campaign  the  regi- 
ment was  in  action  at  the  battles  of  Rover,  Middle- 
ton,  and  Shelbyville,  at  which  latter  it  captured  a 
battery  and  about  a  thousand  prisoners.  It  was  also 
in  action  at  Cowan,  Lafayette,  and  Chickamauga. 

In  the  winter  and  spring  of  1863-64  it  was  in  the 
battles  of  Dandridge,  New  Market,  Mossy  Creek,  and 
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Fair  Garden.  It  then  re-enliated,  had  a  furlough  of 
thirty  days,  and  returned,  twelve  hundred  strong,  in 
May.  During  the  summer  of  1864  the  regiment  op- 
erated against  Morgan  in  his  last  raid  into  Kentucky, 
and  on  the  2d  of  September  reached  Chattanooga, 
crossed  the  mountains  to  McMinnville,  and  on  the 
6th  attacked  and  defeated  a  brigade  of  Wheeler's 
command,  taking  about  three  hundred  prisoners. 
The  same  day  the  regiment  attacked  and  defeated  a 
part  of  the  force  of  the  rebel  general  Williams. 

The  regiment  joined  Gen.  Sherman  at  Marietta, 
Ga.,  and  on  the  14th  of  November,  1864,  started  on 
the  march  to  the  sea.  During  this  march  it  was 
in  action  at  Lovejoy's  Station,  Macon,  Bear  Creek, 
Waynesboro',  Buckhead  Creek,  Buckhead  Church, 
and  Waynesboro'  again. 

After  reaching  Savannah  the  regiment  delayed  a 
month,  then  went  forward,  and  was  in  action  on  the 
Charleston  and  Augusta  Railroad,  at  Aiken,  Lexing- 
ton, Black  Stakes  Station,  Averysboro',  N.  C,  Ben- 
tonville,  near  Raleigh,  Hillsboro'  Road,  and  Morris- 
ville. 

This  regiment  had  the  honor  of  firing  the  last  gun 
at  the  enemy  before  the  surrender  of  Gen.  Johnson, 
and  of  receiving  the  flag  of  truce  sent  by  that  gen- 
eral, with  a  letter  asking  for  terms  of  surrender. 
After  this  surrender  the  command  went  to  Lexington, 
where  it  remained  till  the  18th  of  July,  when  it  was 
mustered  out  of  the  service. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  Lehigh  County  soldiers 
in  the  Ninety -second  Regiment : 

NINETY-SECOND    REGIMENT     (NINTH     CAVALRY),    Three 
Years. 
Company  A. 
Samuel  H,  Schneck,  Ist  sergt.,  muRt.  in  Oct.  3,  1861 ;  pro.  from  corp. 

May  20, 1865  ;  must,  out  with  company  July  18, 1865. 
James  B,  Hammersley,  sergt.,  must,  in  Oct.  3, 1861 ;  pro.  from  private 

Jan.  1, 1864;  com.  2d  lieut.  March  16, 1865;  must,  out  with  com- 
pany July  18, 1865. 
Tilghman  Miller,  bugler,  must,  in  Oct.  3, 1861 ;  killed  at  Louisville,  Ky., 

July  20,  1864. 
Charles  Dickson,  farrier,  must,  in  Oct.  3, 1861 ;  must,  out  with  company 

July  18, 1865. 

Privates. 
Daniel  F.  Becktell,  must,  in  Oct.  31, 1861  ;  must,  out  with  company  July 

18, 1866. 
Augustus  TSbert,  must,  in  Oct.  3,1861;  pro.  to  hospital  steward  Jan.  1, 

1865. 
Ellis  T.  Hammersley,  must,  in  Oct.  31, 1861 ;  wounded  at  Carter's  Station 

Dec.  30, 1862,  and  at  Watauga  River,  Tenn.,  Jan.  1, 1803  ;  must,  out 

with  company  July  18, 1865. 
Oscar  T.  Hoffman,  must,  in  May  23, 1864  :  must,  out  with  company  July 

18, 1866. 
Henry  H.  Mertz,  must,  in  Oct.  3,  1861 ;  must,  out  with  company  July 

18,  1866. 
Victor  Matauer,  must,  in  Oct.  3, 1861 ;  must,  out  with  company  July  18, 

1866. 
John  Masenheimer,  must,  in  June  20, 1864;  disch.  by  General  Order  July 

18. 1865. 

Richard  N.  Saeger,  must,  iu  Oct.  3, 1861 ;  must,  out  with  company  July 

18. 1866. 

Edward  G.  Yeager,  must,  in  Sept.  30, 1864;  diach.  by  General  Order  May 
29, 1865. 

The  One  Hundred  and  Twenty-eighth  Regi- 
ment  (Nine  Months'   Service). — This  regiment,   of 


which  Companies  D  and  G  were  recruited  in  Lehigh 
County,  was  raised  in  response  to  the  proclamation  of 
the  Governor,  issued  July  21,  1862,  calling  for  troops 
to  serve  nine  months.  The  several  companies  rendez- 
voused at  Harrjsburg,  and  were  mustered  into  service 
from  the  13th  to  the  15th  of  August.  A  Lehigh 
County  man,  W.  W.  Hammersley,  was  chosen  lieuten- 
ant-colonel. On  the  16th  of  August  the  regiment  was 
ordered  to  Washington.  Soon  after  its  arrival  there 
it  crossed  the  Potomac,  and  encamped  for  a  week  on 
Arlington  Heights.  On  the  21st  it  moved  to  Fairfax 
Seminary,  and  on  the  29th  to  Fort  Woodbury,  where 
for  a  week,  during  which  the  fierce  fighting  at  Bull 
Run  and  Chantilly  occurred,  it  was  incessantly  en- 
gaged in  felling  timber  and  erecting  fortifications. 
In  the  mean  time  Capt.  Samuel  Croasdale,  of  Bucks 
County,  had  been  appointed  colonel,  and  the  staff 
selected.  On  the  6th  of  September  the  regiment,  in 
light  marching  order,  recrossed  the  Potomac,  and 
entered  on  the  Maryland  campaign.  At  Frederick 
City,  where  it  arrived  on  the  14th,  it  was  assigned  to 
Crawford's  brigade  of  Williams'  division,  Mansfield's 
(formerly  Banks')  corps.  The  first  engagement  in 
which  the  regiment  participated  was  ac  Antietam 
Creek,  on  the  17th  of  September,  where  it  made 
a  most  gallant  charge.  Colonel  Croasdale  was 
instantly  killed,  and  Lieut.-Col.  Hammersley  was 
severely  wounded.  The  regiment  received  a  most 
severe  fire,  thirty-four  being  killed  and  eighty-five 
wounded,  of  whom  six  subsequently  died.  After  the 
battle  the  regiment  was  alternately  encamped  at 
Sandy  Hook  and  on  Maryland  Heights,  at  the  latter 
place  being  employed  in  constructing  fortifications. 
On  the  10th  of  December  the  Twelfth  Corps,  which 
had  been  left  to  hold  the  Upper  Potomac  when  the 
rest  of  the  army  advanced  to  Warrenton,  was  or- 
dered to  move  rapidly  to  Fredericksburg,  Burnside 
being  on  the  point  of  attacking  the  enemy  at  that 
point.  On  the  16th  the  regiment  arrived  at  the 
Neabsco  River,  where  it  was  halted,  and  on  the  fol- 
lowing day  turned  back  to  Fairfax  Station,  the  strug- 
gle at  Fredericksburg  being  over.  On  the  19th  of 
January,  1863,  it  proceeded  to  Stafford  Court- House, 
upon  the  occasion  of  Burnside's  second  abortive  cam- 
paign. It  was  here  placed  in  winter  quarters,  and 
was  employed  on  guard  and  picket  duty  until  the 
opening  of  the  spring  campaign  under  Hooker. 
While  here  Lieut.-Col.  Hammersley,  being  perma- 
nently disabled  by  the  wounds  received  at  Antietam, 
resigned,  and  Capt.  L.  Heber  Smith  was  commis- 
sioned to  succeed  him.  On  the  1st  of  May,  the  corps 
having  reached  Chancellorsville,  the  brigade  was  or- 
dered to  intrench  on  the  plank-road  leading  through 
the  Wilderness.  Later  in  the  day  the  regiment  was 
moved  out  to  the  United  States  Ford  to  open  the  way 
over  the  Rappahannock,  but  returned  in  the  evening 
to  the  intrenchments.  During  the  night  it  was  or- 
dered out  upon  the  front,  where  it  remained  until  the 
morning,  and   during   the   day   participated  in  the 
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fighting  upon  the  left  centre.  At  evening  the  enemy 
succeeded  in  breaking  the  right  wing  and  coming  in 
upon  the  flank  occupied  by  the  Union  works.  The 
night  was  very  dark,  and  in  retiring  to  its  original 
line  the  regiment  found  itself  in  the  clutch  of  the  foe. 
Many  of  the  officers  of  the  staff  and  two  hundred  and 
twenty-five  non-commissioned  officers  and  men  were 
taken  prisoners.  The  balance  of  the  regiment,  under 
command  of  Capt.  Kennedy,  succeeded  in  reaching 
its  position  in  the  line,  which  it  held  with  tenacity, 
the  battle  raging  around  them  with  the  utmost  fury. 
The  brigade  having  suffered  severely  during  the  pre- 
ceeding  two  days,  was,  on  the  afternoon  of  the  3d, 
ordered  to  the  rear  as  guard  to  prisoners,  but  in  a  few 
hours  was  again  summoned  to  the  front.  At  the  close 
of  the  battle  the  regiment,  reduced  to  one  hundred 
and  seventy-two  men,  returned  to  Stafford  Court- 
House.  On  the  12th  of  May,  the  term  of  service 
having  expired,  it  was  relieved  from  duty  and  pro- 
ceeded to  Harrisburg,  where,  on  the  19th,  it  was  mus- 
tered out.  The  officers  and  men  who  were  taken 
prisoners  were  held  but  a  short  time,  returning  in 
time  to  be  mustered  out  with  the  rest  of  the  com- 
mand. 

Following  is  the   roster  of  Lehigh   men   in  this 
regiment: 

ONE   HUNDRED   AND   TWENTY-EIGHTH   EEGIMBNT   (Nine 

months). 

Field  and  Staff. 

W.  W.  Hammersley,  lieut.-col.,  must,  into  service  Aug.  14, 1862  ;  pro.  from 

capt.,  Co.  G,  Aug.  25,  1862;  wounded  at  Antietam,  Md,,  Sept.  17, 

1862  ;  disch.  on  aurg.  certif.  Jan.  31, 1863. 

Company  D. 
Mustered  into  aervice  Aug.  13,  1862;  mustered  out  May  19, 1863,  unless 

where  otherwise  mentioned. 
John  P.  Dillinger,  capt.,  must,  in  Sept.  2,  1862. 
Walter  H.  Seip,  Ist  lieut.,  must,  in  Sept.  4, 1862. 
William  H.  Miller,  2d  lieut.,  must,  in  Sept.  4, 1862. 
Benjamin  C.  Roth,  1st  sergt.  Franklin  C.  Wasaer,  sergt, 

George  Diefenderfer,  sergt.,  missing  in  action  at  Chancelloraville,  Va., 

May  2,  1863. 
Stephen  Swartz,  sergt.  ' 

Frederick  A.  Ruhl,  sergt.,  missing  in  action  at  ChancellorsTille,  Va., 

May  2, 1863. 
William  G.  Moyer,  corp.  Ignatz  Greaser,  corp. 

George  F.  Hawke,  corp.  George  Hoxwortb,  corp. 

Tilghman  F.  Horn,  corp. 

William  Sowden,  Corp.,  wounded  at  Antietam,  Md.,  Sept.  17,  1862. 
Abraham  Worman,  Corp.,  missing  in  action  at  Chancelloraville,  Va., 

May  2, 1863. 
/  Alonzo  Kuntz,  Corp.,  missing  in  action  at  Chancellorsville,  Va.,  May  2, 

1863. 

Privates, 

James  Albright.  Henry  A.  Breinig. 

Frederick  A.  Boas.  James  A.  Bieber. 

Henry  A.  Berger.  Franklin  Bower. 

Henry  Burger. 

Mahlon  H.  Beary,  wounded  at  Antietam,  Md.,  Sept.  17, 1862. 

Allen  Blank,  wounded  at  Antietam,  Md.,  Sept.  17, 1862. 

Edward  Bloss,  disch.  March  19, 1863,  for  wounds  received  at  Antietam, 

Md.,  Sept.  17,  1862. 
Sylvester  Burgen,  died  near  Stafford  Court-House,  Va.,  March  2, 1863. 
Franklin  Bloss,  killed  at  Antietam,  Md.,  Sept.  17, 1862. 
Dallas  Dillinger. 

Aaron  Frederick,  wounded  at  Antietam,  Md.,  Sept.  17, 1862. 
Edwin  W.  Fried.  Solomon  S.  Frederick. 

Daniel  Fried. 
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Lewis  Frankenfield,  died  at  Washington,  D,  C,  March  22, 1863. 

"Victor  Faringer.  John  George. 

William  Giess.  Richard  Grauff. 

William  Graver.  Andrew  Gangwere, 

Henry  B.GoccI,  missing  in  action  at  Chancelloraville,  Va.,  May  2,  1863. 

Stephen  A.  Henry.  Moboh  L.  Klotz. 

Peter  Hillegasa.  Rinehart  Keiffer. 

James  S.  Holl'ert.  Nathan  Keiser. 

Fhaon  Hartman.  Harrison  Knauss. 

Philip  Helweid.  Emanuel  Knanss. 

J.  H.  B.  Jarrett.  William  Kern. 

James  A.  Jackson. 

George  Keck,  killed  at  Antietam,  Md.,  Sept.  17,  1862. 

James  Lutz.  J.  B.  Lichtenwallner. 

William  D.  Miller. 

David  H.  Maddern,  wounded  at  Antietam,  Md.,  Sept.  17, 1862  ;  missing 

in  action  at  Chancellorsville,  Va.,  May  2,  1863. 
John  Nagle.  H.  Nunnemaker. 

Henry  Nagle,  missing  in  action  at  Chancellorsville,  Va.,  May  2, 3863. 
Charles  Nagle.  Henry  Pfeiflfer. 

Tilghman  Peter,  missing  in  action  at  Chancellorsville,  Va,,  May  2, 1863. 
Peter  Ronig,  Henry  K,  Reiss. 

Jacob  Richard.  Jacob  H.  Saeger. 

Charles  Snyder,  wounded  at  Antietam,  Md.,  Sept.  17, 1862. 
John  E.  Shaffer.  Daniel  Schleigler. 

Jeremiah  Siegfried.  Clark  Sutton. 

Theodore  Siegfried,  disch.  on  aurg,  certif.  Dec.  22, 1862. 
Jeremiah  Transue.  Henry  G.  Wagner. 

William  W.  Weaver.  Frederick  Weaver. 

Henry  Wieand.  Joseph  Yingling. 

James  Wetzell.  John  Toung. 

William  Wagner. 

Company  G. 

Mustered  in  Aug.  12,  1862;  mustered  out  May  19,  1863,  unless  where 
otherwise  mentioned. 

W.  W.  Hammersley,  capt.,  must.  in.  Aug.  14,  1862  ;  pro.  to  lieut.-col. 
Aug.  25, 1862. 

Peter  C.  Huher,  capt.,  must,  in  Aug.  14, 1862  ;  pro.  from  1st  lieut.  Sept. 
2, 1862  ;  captured  at  Chancellorsville,  Va.,  May  2, 1863. 

Daniel  C.Miller,  Ist  lieut.,  must,  in  Sept.  2,1862;  pro.  from  2d  lieut. 
Sept.  2,  1862. 

George  W.  Hamilton,  2d  lieut.,  pro.  from  1st  sergt.  Aug.  18, 1862. 

James  A.  Lucas,  1st  sergt.,  pro.  from  corp,  Aug,  18, 1862 ;  missing  in  ac- 
tion at  Chancellorsville,  Va.,  May  2, 1863. 

William  H.  Schlosser,  sergt.,  pro.  from  corp.  Sept,  18, 1862, 

Benjamin  F.  Leech,  sergt.,  pro.  from  corp. 

Solomon  H.  Kramer,  sergt.,  pro.  from  Corp.,  Aug.  18, 1862. 

Preston  Brock,  aergt. 

Henry  Weller,  sergt.,  killed  at  Antietam,  Md.,  Sept.  17, 1862. 

Charles  A.  PfeifFer,  sergt. 

David  HoUenbach,  corp.,  pro.  Dec.  31,  1862 ;  missing  in  action  at  Chan- 
cellorsville, Va.,  May  2, 1863. 

Reuben  D.  George,  pro.  to  corp.  Feb.  7, 1863. 

Lewis  Fink,  corp. 

John  W.  StuU,  pro.  to  corp.  Dee.  31, 1862 ;  missing  in  action  at  Chancel- 
lorsville, Va,,  May  2, 1863. 

Samuel  Smith,  pro.  to  corp.  Sept.  19, 1862. 

James  R.  Roney,  pro.  to  corp.  Sept,  19, 1862. 

Tilghman  J.  Keck,  corp. 

Milton  H.  Dunlap,  corp. 

Willoughby  Knauss,  corp.,  died  at  Philadelphia  Nov.  18, 1862. 

Wellington  Martin,  musician,  must,  in  Aug.  14, 1862. 

Privates. 
Eli  Andreas,  missing  in  action  at  Chancellorsville,  Va.,  May  2,  1863. 
Robert  Attreed.  Abraham  Bechtel. 

George  S.  Berger,  missing  in  action  at  Chancelloraville,  Va.,  May  2, 

1863. 
Reuben  Bittner,  missing  in  action  at  Chancelloraville,  Va.,  May  2, 1863. 
Tilghman  Bloss.  Henry  W.  Butz. 

Thomas  J.  Brader.  Milton  W.  Beaver. 

J.  Berkenmeyer,  disch,  on  surg.  certif.  Feb.  9, 1863. 
Joseph  Barriss,  trans,  to  Co.  D,  145th  Regt.  P.  V,,  date  unknown. 
Ira  CofBn,  missing  in  action  at  Chancellorsville,  Va.,  May  2, 1863. 
Henry  Creitz. 
Lewis  Danbert,  misBlng  in  action  at  Chancellorsville,  Va.,  May  2, 1863. 
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Albert  Dorword,  miasiug  in  action  at  Cliancellorsville,  Va.,  May  2, 1863, 
Charles  Dipfenderfer.  Daniel  J.  Dillinger. 

Hngli  0.  Davis,  diach.  on  BUrg.  certif.  Jan.  31, 1863. 
C.  Fenstermacher. 

Jiimes  Eli,  missing  in  action  at  Chancelloraville,  Va.,  May  2, 1862. 
William  Frj-,  missing  in  action  at  Chancellorsville,  Va.,  May  2, 1862. 
Edwin  Fretzinger,  missing  in  action  at  Chancellorsville,  Va.,  May  2, 
1862. 

Andrew  Flata,  died  at  Washington,  D.  C,  Nov.  8, 1862  ;  buried  in  Mili- 
tary Asylnm  Cemetery. 

David  Gackenbach,  must,  in  Aug.  14, 1862. 

Thomas  F.  Good,  missing  in  action  at  Chancellorsville,  Va.,  May  2,1863. 

Aaron  Grnm,  missing  in  action  at  Chaucellorsville,  Va.,  May  2, 1863. 

William  H.  Good.  William  A.  Goranflo. 

L.  W.  0.  Goranflo,  died  at  Maryland  Heights,  Md.,  Nov.  14, 1862. 

William  Haas. 

Mandea  Henry,  missing  in  action  at  Chancellorsville,  Va.,  May  2, 1863. 

Henry  Huber. 

Tilghman  Jacoby,  died  near  Stafford  Court-House,  Va.,  Feb.  20, 1863. 

William  Kenner.  Jeremiah  Kern. 

Gabriel  Kern. 

Alfred  Klotz,  missing  in  action  at  Chancellorsville,  Va,,  May  2, 1863. 

James  Krum,  missing  in  action  at  Chancellorsville,  Va.,  May  2, 1863. 

James  Kunkel,  missing  in  action  at  Chancellorsville,  Va.,  May  2, 1863. 

Theodore  Knanss. 

Franklin  J.  Keck,  discb.  on  surg.  certif.  Feb.  14, 1863. 

John  Lentz,  missing  in  action  at  Chancellorsville,  Va.,  May  2, 1863. 

Jacob  Long,  missing  in  action  at  Chancellorsville,  Va.,  May  2, 1863. 

Henry  Lucenbill,  killed  at  Antietam,  Md.,  Sept.  17,  1862. 

Daniel  F.  Mertz,  missing  in  action  at  Chancellorsville,  Va.,  May  2, 1863. 

Daniel  Moyer,  missing  in  action  at  Chancellorsville,  Va.,  May  2, 1863. 

Howard  C.  Manvill.  David  Miller. 

Henry  Merkel.  William  H.  Miller. 

Franklin  Moyer. 

Meno  Miller,  died  at  Baltimore,  Md.,  October  3d,  of  wounds  received  at 
Antietam,  Md.,  Sept.  17, 1862. 

William  Merlz,  died  at  AUentown,  Pa.,  May  13,  1863. 

Samuel  B.  Parker.  Emanuel  Paules. 

David  0.  Pricbards,  missing  in  action  at  Chancellorsville,  Va.,  May  2, 
1863. 

Paul  Rehrig,  missing  in  action  at  Chancellorsville,  Va.,  May  2, 1863. 

William  H.  Reitz,  missing  in  action  at  Chancellorsville,  Va,,  May  2, 
1863. 

Jonathan  W.  Keber.  Levi  F.  Reidy. 

Henry  G.  Richard.  Thomas  J.  Eaynes. 

William  J.  Richard. 

Franklin  S.  Ritter,  killed  at  Antietam,  Md  ,  Sept.  17, 1862. 

Griffith  Scbindler.  Henry  Shenton. 

William  Sohnerr.  Benjamin  F.  Smith. 

William  G.  Smith,  missing  in  action  at  Chancellorsville,  Va,,  May  2, 
1863. 

Henry  Stout,  missing  in  action  at  Chancellorsville,  Va.,  May  2, 1863. 

Henry  H.  Snyder.  Jeremiah  Sourwein. 

Reuben  Sorben.  Daniel  Strauss. 

John  Watt,  must,  in  Aug.  14, 1862. 

John  P.  Weaver. 

Hiram  Wilt,  missing  in  action  at  Chancellorsville,  Va.,  May  2, 1863. 

Henry  W.  Wiut,  missing  in  action  at  Chancellorsville,  Va.,  May  2, 1863. 

Daniel  Weiss,  must,  in  Aug.  14, 1862 ;  missing  in  action  at  Chancellors- 
ville, Va.,  May  2, 1863. 

Thomas  Zellner. 

One  Hundred    and    Seventy-sixth    Regiment 

(Nine  Months'  Service,  Drafted  Militia).— Of  this 
regiment,  seven  companies  were  from  Lehigh  County 
and  the  remaining  three  from  Monroe.  They  rendez- 
voused at  Philadelphia  in  November,  1862,  and  a 
regimental  organization  was  effected,  with  the  follow- 
ing field-officers :  AmbroseA.Lechler, colonel;  George 
Pilkington,  lieutenant-colonel;  William  Sohoonover, 
major.  Soon  after  its  organization  the  regiment  was 
sent  to  Suffolk,  Va.,  where  for  a  month  it  was  sub- 
jected   to   careful   instruction   and  discipline.     The 


regiment  was  selected  to  accompany  Gen.  Poster  in 
his  expedition  for  the  reinforcement  of  the  ai:my 
operating  upon  the  defenses  of  Charleston.  Proceed- 
ing to  Newberne,  N.  C,  it  was  incorporated  with 
Foster's  forces,  and  on  the  27th  of  January,  1863,  set 
sail,  arriving  at  Hilton  Head  on  the  5th  of  February. 
While  in  the  Department  of  the  South  the  regiment 
was  not  engaged  in  any  hostile  operations,  but  was 
principally  employed  in  fatigue  duty  upon  the  fortifl. 
cations  and  in  provost  duty.  Soon  after  the  expira- 
tion of  its  term  of  duty  it  returned  North,  and  was 
sent  to  Philadelphia,  where,  on  the  17th  and  18th  of 
August,  it  was  mustered  out  of  service. 

Following  are  rosters  of  the  Lehigh  companies  of 
this  regiment: 

Company  A. 

Mustered  in  Nov.  7, 1862,  and  mustered  out  Aug.  17, 1863,  except wlien 
specially  mentioned. 

Levi  Smoyer,  captain. 

Monroe  H.  Miller,  Ist  lieut,  com.  qr.-mr.  May  4,  1863;  not  mustered. 

Alexander  Singmaster,  2d  lieut,  disch.  by  Special  Order  Nov.  25, 1862. 

Levi  Giering,  2d  lieut.,  com  1st  lieut.  May  1, 1863 ;  not  mustered. 

J.  Franklin  Mertz,  Ist  sergt.,  pro.  from  sergt.  Dec.  8, 1862 ;  com,  2d  lieut. 
May  4, 1863 ;  not  mustered. 

William  F.  Seip,  sergt.,  pro.  from  private  Dec.  8, 1862. 

Jacob  Geary,  sergt.,  pro.  from  private  Dec.  8, 1862. 

Lewis  H.  Reinhard,  sergt. 

Amatias  W.  Jacoby,  sergt.,  pro.  from  Corp.  Nov,  25, 1862. 

Jonas  F.  Gorr,  sergt.,  disch.  by  Special  Order  Nov.  25, 1862. 

James  G.  Gorr,  sergt.,  disch.  by  Special  Order  Nov.  26, 1862. 

Charles  H.  Hiskey,  Corp.,  pro.  to  corp.  March  10, 1863. 

Edward  Doll,  corp.,  pro.  to  corp.  March  10, 1863. 

Franklin  D.  Smoyer,  corp. 

Jacob  Hinkle,  Corp.,  pro.  to  corp.  Dec.  12, 1802. 

Edwin  Lorrish,  corp. 

Simon  S.  Miller,  Corp.,  pro.  to  corp.  Dec.  12, 1862. 

William  H.  H.  Jarrett,  Corp.,  pro.  to  corp.  Nov.  26, 1862. 

Henry  Smoyer,  Corp.,  disch.  by  Special  Order  Nov.  25,1862. 

John  Fries,  Jr.,  Corp. 

John  Bleiler,  musician,  disch.  by  Special  Order  Nov.  25, 1862. 

John  Sizelove,  musician. 

PrivateB. 
Jacob  Acker.  William  Albitz. 

Reuben  Abner,  disch,  by  Special  Order  Nov.  25,  1862. 
David  Bexter.  John  Bernhart. 

Benjamin  Boyer.  -  Nathan  Bortz. 

Heney  Bleiller,  disch.  by  Special  Order  Nov.  27, 1862. 
Frank  Christman.  Sylvester  Engleman. 

David  Derr.  John  Fritz. 

William  David.  Joshua  Fritz. 

William  Dietz.  David  Frederick. 

John  H.  Eisenhard.  o.  W.  Fenstermacher. 

Lewis  Eisenhord.  Daniel  Faust. 

Augustus  Pegley,  died  at  Beaufort,  S.  C,  June  4, 1863. 
William  M.  Flexor,  died  at  Beaufort,  S.  C,  June  7, 1863. 
Stephen  Fegley.  William  Guth. 

Augustus  Frederick.  Linneus  Gripley. 

William  Gorr,  disch.  by  Special  Order  Nov.  25, 1862. 
William  Gorman. 

Edward  Hallacher,  disch.  by  Special  Order  Nov.  26, 1862. 
Jacob  Horace,  disch.  by  Special  Order  Nov.  25,  1862. 
William  H.  Hirkey,  died  at  Beaufort,  S.  C,  March  30, 1863. 
John  P.  Haae.  Michael  Kuter. 

James  Haines.  Amandes  Knerr. 

John  Haines.  Milton  Laudenslager. 

John  H.  HofTner.  L.  F.  Laudenslager. 

Casolas  Haas.  John  Mayberry. 

Alfred  Haas.  John  Mest. 

John  Keck.  Jacob  Moyer. 

William  Kehm.  William  Miller. 

Amandes  Kammerer. 
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John  Mongold,  disch.  by  Special  Order  Not.  29, 1862. 
Jacob  J.  Miller,  disch.  by  Special  Order  Nov.  25, 1862. 
James  Miller.  Josiah  Rockel. 

Charles  H.  Nuao.  John  Rnhf. 

James  Newmoyer.  Nathan  Rickerd. 

Moses  Nelford.  Charles  Remsen. 

Benneville  Oswald.  Henry  Smith. 

Jacob  R.  Ritter.  Peter  Shifferd. 

James  Rickard.  Peter  Shell. 

William  Raw.  Charles  Smelsley. 

John  F.  Romig,  Jacob  Sorber. 

AmanduB  Stephens,  disch.  by  Special  Order  Nov.  26, 1862. 
Alfred  Sturk,  disch.  by  Special  Order  Nov.  25, 1862. 
Tilghman  Schwartz,  died  at  Beaufort,  S.  C,  May  14, 1863. 
Heury  Shaffer.  Tilghman  Wetzel. 

David  Steward. 

Stephen  Wieder,  disch.  by  Special  Order  Nov.  25, 1862. 
William  Wieder,  disch.  on  surg.  certif.  March  29, 1863. 
James  Wile. 

Company  B. 
Mustered  in  Nov.  7,  1862;  mustered  out  Aug.  18,  1863,  except  -where 

otherwise  mentioned. 
Samuel  D.  Lehr,  capt. 
Daniel  Knauss,  1st  lieut. 
John  L.  Culbertson,  2d  lieut. 

William  Kerr,  1st  sergt.,  pro.  from  Corp.  Nov.  25, 1862. 
Franklin  C.  Balliet,  sergt. 

Jacob  B.  Wesley,  sergt.,  pro.  from  corp.  May  6, 1863. 
B,  Frank  Abbott,  pro.  to  corp.  Dec.  24, 1862;  to  sergt.  Feb.  28, 1863. 
Solomon  B.  Bitter,  sergt.,  pro.  from  corp.  Dec.  8, 1862. 
Aquilla  Knauss,  sergt.,  disch.  by  Special  Order  Nov.  24, 1862. 
Aaron  Beisel,  sergt.,  died  at  Beaufort,  S.  C,  May  5, 1863. 
John  A.  Long,  sergt. 

Tilghman  Beisel,  pro.  to  corp.  Nov.  20, 1862. 
John  Fahringer,  pro.  to  corp.  May  6, 1863. 
Allen  J.  Troxell,  pro.  to  corp,  June  2, 1863. 
John  Lehman,  pro.  to  corp.  Dec.  8, 1862. 
Uriah  B.  Sanders,  pro.  to  corp,  March  1, 1863. 
Milton  J.  Guth,  pro.  to  corp.  March  1, 1863. 
Edward  Steyer,  pro.  to  corp.  June  10, 1863. 
Samuel  Roth,  corp. 

Alfred  T.  Bernhard,  Corp.,  disch.  on  surg.  certif.  June  2, 1863. 
Moses  L.  Shaadt,  corp.,  disch.  on  surg.  certif.  Dec.  24, 1862. 
William  Shaffer,  pro.  to  musician  Dec.  15, 1862. 


William  H.  H.  Acker.  Nathan  Adam. 

Edward  Bauer,  must,  in  Dec.  31, 1862, 

John  Beidler.  Charles  Beltz. 

Ferdinand  Bucbman.  Jacob  Bast. 

Solomon  Blank,  died  at  St.  Helena  Island,  S.  C,  Feb.  19, 1863. 

Benneville  Bart, 

William  Cope,  must,  in  Dec.  31,  1862;  disch.  on  surg.  certif.  June  2, 
1863. 

John  Deily. 

John  David,  disch.  on  surg,  certif.  June  2, 1863. 

Edward  T.  Engleman,  disch.  by  Special  Order  Nov.  24, 1862. 

Alvin  Fink.  Aaron  Fahringer. 

Charles  Frick.  Charles  Frantz. 

Daniel  F.  Fink. 

Daniel  Ferver,  died  at  Beaufort,  S.  C,  March  18, 1863. 

William  Fry.  Lewis  Gaumer. 

Pharon  H.  Guth.  Alfred  Guth. 

David  D,  Gilbert.  Daniel  George. 

Joseph  Gackenbach,  disch.  by  Special  Order  Nov.  22, 1862. 

Charles  Hensinger,  William  Herman. 

Michael  Houser.  Henry  W.  Jarrett. 

Thomas  Hoffman, 

Josiah  K.  Knerr,  pro.  to  chaplain  March  1, 1863. 

Samuel  J.  Kramer. 

Franklin  Kline,  must,  iu  Dec.  12, 1862. 

Tilghman  Keinert.  William  Kratzer. 

/John  Kuhns. 
'  Alexander  Kepple,  Jr.,  must,  in  Dec.  12, 1862. 

James  S,  Kuder. 

James  Kline,  disch.  by  Special  Order  Nov.  22,  1862. 


James  0.  Knauss,  disch.  by  Special  Order  Nov.  20,  1862. 

Daniel  Ken^chuer,  disch.  by  Special  Order  Nov.  25, 1862. 

Andrew  Keck,  disch.  on  surg.  certif.  Nov.  24, 1863. 

Edwin  Koch,  died  at  Hampton,  Va.,  Feb.  22, 1863, 

James  Kichllne.  Henry  M.  Lehr. 

Charles  Kichliue.  Eliaa  Laser, 

Solomon  Long,  disch.  by  Special  Order  Nov.  22, 1862. 

Levi  Levan.  Solomon  Miller. 

Andrew  Loughridge.  Nathan  Muthard. 

Alfrom  Moyer.  William  J.  Minnich. 

Adam  Miller.  Franklin  Miller. 

Abraham  Miller,  disch.  by  Special  Order  Nov,  22, 1862. 

Joseph  Moyer,  died  at  Hilton  Head,  S.  C,  July  19, 1863. 

John  Moyer.  Frederick  Oswald. 

M.  K,  Nunnemacher.  Daniel  S,  Patterson. 

A.  Nunnemacher.  Joseph  N,  liuch. 

Daniel  Roth,  disch.  on  surg.  certif.  May  11, 1863. 

Edwin  J.  Sell.  Joel  Steiner. 

Evan  Strauss. 

Lewis  H.  Sell,  must,  in  Dec.  12, 1862. 

Lewis  H.  Schaller, 

Jeremiah  Speigle,  disch.  by  Special  Order  Nov.  24, 1862. 

Esekias  Wisser,  disch.  by  Special  Order  Nov.  22, 1862. 

Charles  Smith,  must,  in  Dec,  12, 1862;  diacb.  on  surg.  certif.  June  2, 

1863. 
Henry  Shular,  died  at  Suffolk,  Va.,  Dec.  18, 1862. 
Madison  Strauss. 

Henry  Smith,  miist.  in  Dec.  12, 1862. 
Daniel  Taylor,  must,  in  Dec.  12, 1862. 
Peter  Weaver,  must,  in  Dec.  12, 1862. 
James  A.  Yeager. 

Company  D. 
Mustered  in  Nov.  8,  1862;  mustered  out  Aug.  18,  1863,  unless  where 

otherwise  mentioned. 
David  Schaadt,  capt. 

Samuel  A.  Brown,  1st  lieut.,  resigned  May  2, 1863. 
Josiah  Kern,  2d  lieut.,  com.  1st  lieut.  May  1, 1863. 
John  Morgan,  1st  sergt. ,  pro.  to  corp.  Dec.  3, 1862 ;  to  lat  sergt.  May  1, 

1863. 
Jesse  Wambold,  sergt.  Silas  T,  Biery,  sergt. 

Reuben  Helfrich,  sergt.,  pro.  from  corp.  Nov.  10, 1862. 
Joseph  Koch,  sergt. 

Josiah  Saeger,  pro.  to  corp.  Nov.  10, 1862. 
Jacob  Herling,  pro.  to  corp.  Jan.  1,  1863. 
Lewis  Miller,  pro.  to  corp.  March  15, 1863. 
John  Lindenmuth,  pro.  to  corp.  March  1, 1863. 
Joseph  Miller,  pro,  to  corp,  Feb,  10, 1863, 
William  J.  Frantz,  pro.  to  corp.  May  1, 1863. 
Frank  B.  Gordon,  pro.  to  corp.  May  23, 1863. 
Henry  M,  Lorash,  corporal. 

Alexander  B.  Brown,  corp.,  died  at  Beaufort,  S,  C,  May  22, 1863. 
Isaac  George,  musician. 


iVivates. 


James  A.  Bates. 
Edwin  Biehl. 
Peter  Bowman. 
Andrew  Buder, 


Lewia  R.  Brown. 
Samuel  Clader. 
Francis  Carter. 
Phaon  Diehl. 


M.  Druckenmiller,  diach.  on  surg.  certif.  June  13,1863. 

Edwin  Diehl,  diach.  by  Special  Order  Nov.  23, 1862. 

George  Bisenhard.  James  Frietz. 

Christian  Flarkie.  James  Fucherty. 

Anthony  Fogel. 

Charles  Gross,  diach.  on  aurg.  certif.  March  23, 1863, 

William  Hauser,  absent,  sick,  at  muster  out. 

Moses  Hauser.  William  Harmony. 

Henry  Hausman. 

John  Herman,  absent,  sick,  at  muster  out. 

Charles  H.  Holy.  Philip  Horn. 

Evan  Holben.  William  Hunt. 

Lewis  Hopper. 

Nathan  Hauser,  disch.  by  Special  Order  Nov.  23, 1862. 

Stephen  Kechline,  absent,  sick,  at  muster  out. 

RenaduB  Kleckner.  Jacob  Kromer. 

Louis  C.  Kratzer. 

Charles  L.  Koch,  com.  capt.  May  1, 1863 ;  not  mustered. 
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John  Kiffel.  Henry  Laner. 

Jacob  Koppel.  John  Link. 

Isaac  Laub. 

David  Lauchner,  disch.  by  Special  Order  Nov.  28, 1862. 
George  Loeb.  Charles  W.  Miller. 

John  Martin.  Abraham  Miller, 

■William  Merkley.  Peter  Miller. 

Alfred  Miller.  Nathaniel  Moll. 

Gideon  Moyer,  diach.  by  Special  Order  Nov.  28, 1862. 
Isaac  R.  Moyer,  disch.  on  surg.  certif.  March  7, 1863. 
Charles  Menningle.  Patrick  Nugent. 

Adam  Miller.  Edmund  Newhard. 

Kobart  Newhard.  Henry  Oisander. 

Samuel  Oldt,  diach,  on  surg.  certif.  June  13, 1863. 
Herman  Peter.  Solomon  J.  Rawe. 

Willoughby  Peter.  Jacob  Roth. 

Joseph  Protzellen,  Allen  Roth. 

Amandus  Reinert.  Frederick  Schermer. 

Henry  Scbaffer.  Matthew  Schwerer. 

Lewis  Scheirer.  Israel  Schmoyer. 

Thomas  Scheirer.  Moses  Semmel. 

Franklin  B.  Snyder,  com.  2d  lieut.  May  1,  1863  ;  not  mustered. 
Philip  Siegel.  Tilghman  Smith. 

William  Smith.  Philip  Storm. 

Reuben  Snyder. 

Milton  W.  Snyder,  died  at  Beaufort,  S.  C,  May  27, 1863. 
Frederick  Scherer.  Edwin  Trivily. 

Adam  Trickert,  disch.  by  Special  Order  Nov.  25, 1862. 
Aaron  Wenner.  William  Wilson. 

William  Wright.  Joseph  Tounkert. 

Company  E. 
Mustered  in  Nov.  11, 1862 ;  mustered  out  Aug.  18,  1863,  unless 

otherwise  mentioned. 
Tilghman  Schleiker,  capt.,  died  at  Beaufort,  S.  C,  July  9, 1863. 
Peter  Graybill,  1st  lieut. 
Henry  H.  Wierbach,  2d  lieut. 

Larus  Koch, 1st  sergt.,  pro.  from  corp.  Feb,  16, 1863. 
John  Hohe,  lat  sergt.,  died  at  Fortress  Monroe,  Va.,  Feb.  16, 1863. 
Charles  Hohe,  sergt.  John  Albright,  sergt. 

Henry  Schleiker,  sergt. 

Charles  Rockel,  sergt.,  pro.  from  private  Nov.  18, 1862. 
Samufl  Furry,  sergt.,  disch.  by  Special  Order,  date  unknown. 
Joel  W.  Roth,  Corp.  Lucus  Baumer,  corp. 

William  Ziegler,  corp.  Charles  H.  Ziegenfuss,  corp. 

William  Hohe,  corp. 

Henry  Billiard,  pro.  to  corp.  Nov.  18,1862. 
Christian  Nenchler,  corp. 
John  W.  Albright,  corp.,  disch.  by  Special  Order,  date  unknown. 


Privates. 


Frederick  Binder. 
Alfred  Butz. 
Charles  Breisher. 
Hiram  Burger. 
James  Carroll. 
Henry  Chron. 
John  Derr. 
Edward  Dallas. 
Francis  Dimmel. 


John  Bergland. 
Johu  Boyd. 
William  Brown. 
James  Grader, 
David  Ebrig. 
Henry  Ehe, 
Nathan  Ebert. 
William  Ebert. 
Stephen  Ebert. 


Willoughby  Egner,  died  at  Hilton  Head,  S.  C,  March  1, 1863. 
J.  Feustermacher.  Franklin  Finey. 

Franklin  Fritzinger.  Edwin  Geroert. 

Samuel  S.  Faust.  Edward  Garlicli. 

Charles  Furgeson.  Alfred  George. 

William  0.  Hartman,  died  at  Hilton  Head,  S.  C,  Aug.  10, 1863. 
John  Hower,  diach.  by  Special  Order,  date  unknown. 
George  M.  Hoffman.  Adam  Klauss. 

John  Hartman.  John  A.  Knerr. 

Jacob  Hopper.  George  D.  King. 

James  Johnson.  Edward  Klauss. 

Levi  Knerr. 

Isaac  Kloiighertz,  absent,  sick,  at  muster  out. 
Samuel  Kern,  disch.  by  Special  Order,  date  unknown. 
Reuben  D.  Long.  Frederick  Martin. 

Paul  Michael.  David  Mack, 

Joseph  W.  Mohry.  Samuel  Mack. 


Ephraim  Moyer,  diach.  by  Special  Order,  date  unknown. 
Frederick  Miller.  George  M.  Pilgard. 

Washington  Miller.  Moaes  Ran. 

John  McFarland.  Israel  Rumfeldt. 

John  0.  Newcomer.  Willoughby  Rickert. 

Edward  Reichard,  disch.  by  Special  Order,  date  unknown, 
Martin  Seibert,  William  Shielda. 

Joseph  Somsreither.  John  Stieb. 

Jesse  Shoemaker.  Daniel  Shoemaker. 

Tilghman  Scholl.  Michael  Stoneback. 

John  Scbleifer.  Joseph  Unkle. 

Gideon  Snable.  Tilghman  Weil. 

Henry  Sell,  William  R.  Wimmer. 

Reuben  Sell.  Thomaa  Widrig, 

Jonas  Shaffer.  Absalom  Wierbach. 

Samuel  Smith.  Charles  W.  Weiss, 

Henry  Weichter,  disch.  by  Special  Order,  date  unknown, 
Benjamin  Wagner,  disch.  on  surg.  certif.  June  2, 1863. 
William  D.  Weaver.  Tilghman  Young. 

Henry  Young. 

Company  G. 

Mustered  in  Nov.  7, 1862;  mustered  out  Aug.  18, 1863,  unless  where 
otherwise  mentioned. 
Lewis  P.  Hecker,  capt. 
Joseph  P.  Cornett,  1st  lieut. 
William  F.  Hecker,  2d  lieut. 
William  G.  Freymao,  Ist  sergt. 
Levi  Oberholtzer,  sergt.,  must,  in  Nov.  12, 1862  ;  pro.  from  corp.  Dec.  6, 

1862. 
William  H.  Kuntz,  sergt. 
Edwin  F.  Osenbach,  sergt,,  must,  in  Nov.  12, 1862;  pro.  from  private 

Nov.  20, 1862. 
Gideon  Lentz,  sergt.,  pro.  from  private  Nov.  30, 1862. 
John  R.  Reichard,  sergt.,  disch.  by  Special  Order  Nov.  20, 1862. 
Benneville  Roth,  sergt.,  disch.  by  Special  Order  Nov.  18,  1862. 
Lewis  D.  Steckel,  sergt.,  pro.  to  qr.-mr.  sergt.  Dec.  6, 1862. 
W.  F.  Newhard,  corp.  Benneville  Stehley,  corp. 

Michael  Klein,  pro.  to  corp.  Nov.  20, 1862. 
Jeremiah  Oswald,  corp. 

William  Fisher,  must,  in  Nov.  12, 1862  ;  pro.  to  corp.  Dec.  6, 1862. 
Jeremiah  M.  Deibert,  must,  in  Nov.  12, 1862  ;  pro.  to  coi-p.  Nov.  20, 1862, 
John  W.  George,  must,  in  Nov.  12, 1862,  pro.  to  corp.  Dec.  10, 1862. 
Adam  Everett,  corp. 

John  Handwerk,  corp.,  disch.  by  Special  Order  Nov.  20, 1862. 
Benjamin  Rockel,  corp.,  disch.  by  Special  Order  Nov.  20, 1862. 

Privates. 
David  Buchman.  Joseph  Bersheig. 

Peter  Baer,  dtsch.  by  Special  Order  Nov.  20, 1862. 
Peter  Benner,  diach.  by  Special  Order  Nov.  20, 1862. 
William  Best. 

Charles  E.  Clader,  must,  in  Nov.  12,1862. 
John  Deibert.  Lewis  DeiUert. 

Solomon  Deibert,  disch.  by  Special  Order  Nov.  12, 1862. 
Henry  Dorwart,  disch.  by  Special  Order  Nov.  18, 1862. 
Benueville  Eisenhart.  John  Fisher. 

Charles  Frantz.  Frederick  Frahlic. 

John  Gensenleiier. 
Carl  Halier,  must,  in  Nov.  14,  isr.2. 
Nicholas  Helm.  Daniel  Keiser. 

Jeremiah  Kershner.  Henry  Kern. 

Levi  E.  Kistler.  James  Krauae. 

diaries  Kunsman,  must,  in  Nov.  12, 1862. 
Peter  Kuntz. 

Owen  Kern,  disch.  by  Special  Order  Nov.  18, 1862. 
Nathan  Kennel,  diach.  on  surg.  certif.  May  8, 1862. 
Andrew  Kratzer,  died  at  Hilton  Head,  S.  0.,  July  18, 1863. 
William  Kranse.  Lewis  Leh. 

Joseph  T.  Lwibenguth.  William  Mensimer. 

Henry  J.  Miller.  Jeremiah  Miller. 

Reuben  Miller,  William  Montz. 

Adam  Minich.  Richmond  Muthart. 

Reuben  Mortz,  disch.  by  Special  Order  Nov.  18, 1862. 
William  Morgan,  pro.  to  com.-aergt.  Nov. 20, 1862. 
Stephen  Newhard.  Moses  Peter. 

William  Newhard.  Levi  Peter. 

Jonathan  J.  Paul,  disch.  by  Special  Order  Nov.  18, 1862. 
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Tilgtimtin  Rebert.  Mnna  A,  Kockel. 

Oyrus  Richelderfer.  Ellas  Both. 

Joseph  RicUert.  Oliver  Roth. 

Edwin  Rex,  disch.  by  Special  Order  Nov.  18, 1862. 

Beuben  Roth,  died  at  Beaufort,  S.  C,  April  17, 1863. 

Henry  H.  Rex.  Ephraim  Schreiber. 

Wllloughby  Schaflfer.  Moaes  Sensinger. 

Ellas  Schneck.  Harrison  Simons. 

Hilary  Schneck.  Samuel  Smith. 

Jeremiah  Schneck.  Peter  Snyder. 

Lewis  Schneck.  Josiah  Steckel. 

Charles  Schneider.  Tilgbman  Stehley. 

Henry  W.  Steibing. 

John  Samuel,  disch.  by  Special  Order  Nov.  18, 1862. 

Henry  Smith.  Matthias  Winsch. 

John  Witmer. 

Conrad  0.  Wolf,  must,  in  Dec.  23, 1862 ;  died  at  Hilton  Head,  S.  C,  Aug. 

11, 1863. 
Jonas  Wright,  absent,  sick,  at  muster  out. 
Valentine  Wright,  absent,  sick,  at  muster  out. 
William  Wright,  absent,  sick,  at  muster  out. 
Alfred  Yehl,  absent,  sick,  at  muster  out. 
Charles  Yehl,  absent,  sick,  at  muster  out. 
Samuel  Yehl,  absent,  sick,  at  muster  out. 
Joseph  Yehl. 
Lewis  Zerfass,  disch.  by  Special  Order  Nov.  18, 1862. 

Company  I. 

Mustered  in  Nov.  8,  1862;  mustered  out  Aug.  18, 1863,  unless  where 

otherwise  mentioned. 

Alvin  F.  Creitz,  capt.,  disch.  Nov. 26, 1862. 

Lewis  Hermany,  capt.,  pro.  from  1st  lieut.  Nov.  8-,  1862. 

Wm.  G.  Grosscup,  1st  lieut.,  pro.  from  2d  lieut.  Nov,  8, 1862. 

Allen  Xander,  2d  lieut.,  pro.  from  sergt.  Dec.  6,  1862. 

Wm.  K.  Gassier,  1st  sergt.,  pro.  from  private  Nov.  25, 1862. 

Amandus  Hermany,  1st  sergt.,  disch.  by  Special  Order  Nov.  25, 1862. 

Stephen  Stiegerwalt,  1st  sergt.,  pro.  from  private  Nov.  25, 1862. 

Henry  B.  Creitz,  sergt. 

Levi  F.  StiegerwaU,  sergt.,  pro.  from  private  Nov.  25, 1862, 

Daniel  Moose,  sergt.,  pro.  from  private  Nov.  25, 1862. 

Manasses  Behler,  sergt.,  disch.  by  Special  Order  Nov.  25,  1862. 

David  Horn,  sergt.,  disch.  by  Special  Order  Nov.  25, 1862. 

David  Wertman,  corp. 

Samuel  Sechler,  pro.  to  corp.  Dec.  6, 1862. 

Michael  Bachert,  pro.  to  corp.  Feb.  14, 1863. 

Samuel  Arnold,  pro.  to  Corp.  Jan.  13,  1863. 

Owen  Grosscup,  pro.  to  corp.  Dec.  6,  1862. 

Lewis  Scbultz,  pro.  to  corp.  Dec.  6, 1862. 

Reuben  Dauber,  pro.  to  Corp.  Dec.  6,  1862. 

Dennis  Northstein,  pro.  to  Corp.  Dec.  6,  1862. 

Levinus  Smith,  Corp.,  disch.  by  Special  Order  June  13, 1863. 

Levi  S.  FoUweiler,  Corp.,  disch.  by  Special  Order  Nov.  25, 1862. 

Thomas  Eveiett,  corp.,  disch.  by  Special  Order  Nov.  25, 1862. 

Beuben  Hunsicker,  corp.,  disch.  by  Special  Order  Nov.  26, 1862. 

Daniel  Baohmau,  corp.,  died  at  Hilton  Head,  S.  C,  Feb.  14, 1863. 

John  Shappell,  Corp.  Charles  Smith,  corp. 

Jacob  K.  Hartman,  Corp.  Ellas  Herber,  musician. 

Samuel  Follweiler,  musician;  disch.  by  Special  Order  Dec.  25, 1862. 

Privates. 
Thomas  Braucher.  Anthony  Coleman. 

Daniel  Blllig.  Daniel  B,  Creitz. 

Henry  BiUig.  Wllloughby  Camp. 

Jacob  Brobst.  John  Camp. 

C.  Druckenmiller. 

Charles  Deppe,  disch.  by  Special  Order  June  2, 1863. 
Joseph  Dengler,  disch.  by  Special  Order  Nov.  25, 1862. 
Edward  Everett,  disch.  by  Special  Order  Nov.  25, 1862. 
Daniel  Everett,  disch.  by  Special  Order  Nov.  25, 1862. 
Jonas  Grim,  disch.  by  Special  Order  Nov.  26, 1862. 
Joseph  Hausmaii,  disch.  by  Special  Order  Nov.  26, 1862. 
Henry  Hartrantt,  disch.  by  Special  Order  June  2,1863. 
William  Eckroth.  William  Freed. 

Levi  Greenawalt.  Joseph  Handwerk. 

Daniel  Heintzelman,  died  at  Hilton  Head,  S.  C,  July26, 1863. 
William  Henninger.  Edwin  Hermany. 

Jefferson  Kuukle.  Samuel  Knecht. 


Owen  Krauss. 

Benjamin  Kunkle,  disch.  by  Special  Order  June  2, 1863. 

David  Kistler.  Stephen  Leh. 

Edwin  Koenig. 

Samuel  Loch,  died  at  Beaufort,  S.  C,  April  27, 1863. 

Jacob  Moser. 

John  Miller  (1st),  disch.  by  Special  Order  Nov.  25, 1862. 

John  Miller  (2d),  disch.  by  Special  Order  Nov.  25, 1862. 

Lewis  Miller. 

Robert  McDaniels,  disch.  by  Special  Order  Nov.  25, 1862. 

Daniel  Ohlenwine,  absent,  sick,  at  muster  out. 

Isaac  Oswalt. 

Jacob  Oswalt,  disch.  by  Special  Order  Nov.  25, 1862. 

Jonas  Phillips,  discb.  by  Special  Order  Nov.  25,  1862. 

Benjamin  Ranch,  disch.  by  Special  Order  Nov.  25, 1862. 

Solomon  Riegel,  disch.  by  Special  Order  Nov.  25,  1862. 

Thomas  Bucb,  disch.  by  Special  Order  Nov.  25, 1862. 

Beuben  Phillips,  died  at  Beaufort,  S.  C,  May  7, 1863. 

Adam  Rupple. 

Charles  F.  Beed,  died  at  Hilton  He.ad,  S.  C,  July  23, 1863. 

Jacob  Schoedler. 

Harry  Snyder,  disch.  by  Special  Order  June  2, 1863. 

Benovelle  Smith,  disch.  by  Special  Order  Nov.  26,  1862. 

Daniel  Smith,  disch.  by  Special  Order  Nov.  25, 1862. 

Samuel  Wagoner,  disch.  by  Special  Order  Nov.  2B,  1862. 

John  F.  Snyder,  died  at  Beaufort,  S.  C,  May  28, 1863. 


William  Sicks. 
Henry  Schwom. 
Henry  Sizelove. 
Charles  Winderholder. 


Benjamin  Weida. 
Elias  Zellner. 
Solomon  Zettlemoyer. 


Company  K. 
Mustered  in  Nov.  7, 1862  ;  mustered  out  Aug.  18, 1863,  unless  where 
otherwise  mentioned. 
Samuel  0.  Lee,  capt.,  disch.  Nov.  26, 1862. 
George  Neitz,  capt.,  promoted  from  2d  lieut.  Nov.  7,  1862. 
Charles  H.  Foster,  1st  lieut. 

Philip  W.  Flores,  2d  lieut.,  promoted  from  1st  sergt.  Dec.  6, 1862. 
Edwin  Seibert,  1st  sergt.,  promoted  from  private  Dec.  7, 1862. 
George  Eepp,  sergt. 

George  G.  Eosenberg,  sergt.,  promoted  from  Corp.  Deo.  7,  1862. 
William  H.  Wieand,  sergt. 

Daniel  Schantz,  sergt.,  disch.  by  Special  Order  November,  1862. 
James  F.  Smith,  sergt.,  disch.  by  Special  Order  November,  1862. 
Charles  Heil,  sergt ,  died  at  Beaufort,  S.  C,  May  11, 1863. 
Eugene  T.  Tool,  promoted  to  Corp.  Dec.  7,  1862. 
William  M.  Boeder,  corp.  John  F.  Fegely,  corp. 

Wllloughby  Standt,  promoted  to  corp.  Dec.  7, 1862. 
Thomas  F.  Mohr,  promoted  to  corp.  Dec.  7,  1862. 
Henry  Bower,  promoted  to  corp.  Dec.  7, 1862. 
George  Knoll,  promoted  to  corp.  Dec.  7, 1862. 
Eobert  Gro^vman,  promoted  to  corp.  Dec  7, 1862. 
John  Dice,  Corp.,  disch.  by  Special  Order  November,  1882. 
William  Williams,  corp. 

Privates. 
Martin  Ackerman.  Jonathan  H.  Bickel. 

William  E.  Benedict.  John  Brecht. 

Benjamin  Bortz,  disch.  by  Special  Order  November,  1862. 
Wllloughby  Bander.  Bernhard  Beringer. 

Eberhard  Bander. 

Elias  Dihl,  disch.  by  Special  Order  November,  1862. 
Josiah  Deny,  disch.  by  Special  Order  November,  1862. 
William  Dony,  disch.  on  surg.  certif.  June  2, 1863. 
Wllloughby  Dony.  Franklin  Flores. 

Franklin  Dieter.  Jonas  Fritz. 

William  Bttinger.  Solomon  Fritz. 

David  Fisher. 

Charles  J.  Fegely,  disch.  by  Special  Order  November,  1862. 
Charles  Furry,  disch.  by  Special  Order  November,  1862. 
Enoch  Field.  John  A.  Griffeth. 

Addison  Fry.  Tobias  Gerhart. 

Eli  George.  Daniel  Heimbach. 

David  Gery. 

William  Heft,  disch.  by  Special  Order  November,  1862. 
Richard  T.  Jone.i,  disch.  by  Special  Order  November,  1862. 
Solomon  Haliman,  disch.  on  surg.  certif.  Jan.  29, 1863. 
I   William  Heil.  William  Knoll. 
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William  Jonos,  Joseph  Koons.   -^ 

iBaac  Klein. 

John  Knoff,  diech.  bj  Special  Order  November,  1862. 

David  Krieboll,  diach.  by  Special  Order  November,  1862. 

James  Kidd,  G.  Laudenscblager. 

John  Lewis,  disch.  by  Special  Order  November,  1862. 

S.  Leibensperger,  died  at  Beaufort,  S.  C,  April  12,  1863. 

Henry  Molir. 

Jesse  Mangold,  disch.  by  Special  Order  November,  1862. 

Amos  Miller,  disch.  by  Special  Order  November,  1862. 

Seth  Miller,  disch.  by  Special  Order  November,  1862. 

John  T.  Koberts,  disch.  by  Special  Order  November,  1862. 

Solomon  Mill.  Amandus  Kick, 

Michael  Niiss.  David  Rudolph. 

Gottlieb  Pfluger.  William  H.  Sohiffert. 

Lewis  Keinbold.  William  Sicher. 

S.  Rothenberger. 

Francis  SchalTer,  disch.  by  Special  Order  November,  1862. 

Charles  Schell,  disch.  by  Special  Order  November,  1862. 

John  D.  Schell,  disch.  by  Special  Order  November,  1862. 

Nathan  Seibert,  disch.  by  Special  Order  November,  1862. 

Jacob  D.  Stauffer,  disch.  by  Special  Order  November,  1862. 

George  T..  Stein,  disch.  by  Special  Order  November,  1862. 

Jeremiah  G.  Steichter,  disch.  by  Special  Order  November,  1862. 

Daniel  Thomas,  disch.  by  Special  Order  November,  1862. 

Franklin  Weidner,  disch.  by  Special  Order  November,  1862. 

Samuel  Schaffer.  John  Trumbower. 

Levi  Schuler.  Edwin  Weil. 

George  Schmoyer.  William  B.  Williams. 

Charles  H.  Standi.  John  Wolf. 

Jeremiah  Swartz. 


Two  Hundred  and  Second  Regiment  (One  Year's 
Service). — Company  E  of  this  regiment,  which  was 
raised  in  the  fall  of  1864,  went  from  Lehigh  County. 
Company  A  was  recruited  in  Carbon  County ;  B,  in 
Juniata ;  C,  in  Adams ;  D,  in  Northumberland  and 
Cumberland;  F,  in  Northampton;  G  and  H,  in 
Cumberland;  I,  in  Union;  and  K,  in  Huntington. 
They  rendezvoused  at  Camp  Curtin,  Harrisburg, 
where  the  regiment  was  organized  September  3d, 
with  the  following  field-officers :  Charles  Albright, 
of  Carbon  County,  colonel;  John  A.  Maus,  of  Union 
County,  lieutenant-colonel ;  Walter  H.  Seip,  of  Le- 
high County,  major.  On  the  10th  the  regiment  pro- 
ceeded to  Camp  Couch,  near  Chambersburg,  where  it 
was  subjected  to  thorough  drill.  On  the  29th  the 
regiment  started  for  Alexandria,  from  which  place  it 
was  sent  by  Gen.  Slough,  who  commanded  the  post, 
to  duty  on  the  Manassas  Gap  Eailroad,  taking  posi- 
tion along  the  road  from  Thoroughfare  Gap  to  Eec- 
tortown.  Gen.  Sheridan  had  just  previously  opened 
his  brilliant  campaign  in  the  Shenandoah  Valley, 
and  over  this  road  the  supplies  for  his  army  were 
transported.  To  keep  it  open  was  therefore  of  vital 
importance,  and  to  break  it  up  and  hinder  and  destroy 
trains  was  a  cherished  purpose  of  the  disloyal  inhab- 
itants dwelling  along  the  line,  and  of  Moseby  and  his 
guerrillas,  who  claimed  this  as  their  favorite  stamp- 
ing-ground. This  duty  was  exceedingly  arduous  and 
harassing.  If  a  soldier  went  outside  the  lines  he  was 
immediately  set  upon,  and  either  murdered  or  sent 
away  into  captivity.  Frequent  collisions  occurred, 
in  some  of  which  the  skirmishing  was  brisk,  those  at 
Salem  on  the  8th  and  16th  resulting  in  some  loss. 
In  both  of  these  the  enemy  was  driven  and  a  num- 


ber of  his  men  killed  and  wounded.     On  the  10th  a 
party  of  the  enemy  succeeded  in  throwing  a  train  of 
cars  from  the  track  while  running  at  full  speed,  kill- 
ing four  or  five  and  wounding  twenty.    Not  content 
with  this,  they  poured  repeated  volleys  upon  the  poor 
sufferers  in  the  wreck.    Upon  hearing  of  this  outrage 
Col.  Albright  hastened  to  the  scene  of  the  disaster 
and  immediately  ordered  that  every  building  within 
the  radius  of  one  mile  of  the  wreck  should  be  burned. 
To  secure  trains  against  similar  disaster  in  the  future 
all  the  prominent  rebels  were  made  prisoners,  and 
some  of  them  made  to  accompany  each  train.    This 
had  the  desired  effect,  and  the  trains  were  no  more 
disturbed.     In  speaking  of  this  part  of  the  service 
Col.  Albright  says,  "  The  soldiers  would  have  pre- 
ferred being  with  the  army  at  the  front  to  doing  this 
duty.     Guarding   railroads  is   always  distasteful  to 
soldiers,  they  being  in  constant  danger  and  without 
any  opportunity,  scarcely,  of  winning  honorable  dis- 
tinction.    But  they  appreciated  the  necessity  of  the 
work  and  cheerfully  performed  it."     "  Constant  ac- 
tivity  and   vigilance,"   says   another  officer,   "  were 
required,   for  guerrilla   bands,   frequently  disguised 
in  our  uniforms,  constantly  prowled  about  the  coun- 
try, attacking  detachments  inferior  to  them  in  num- 
bers and,  like  the  stealthy  Indian  of  the  Western 
frontier,  creeping  upon  our  sentries  and  assassinating 
them."     When  the  triumphs  of  Sheridan  in  the  val- 
ley were  assured,  and  the  enemy  effectually  routed, 
this  railroad  was  abandoned,  and  the  ties  and  rails 
were  removed  to  Alexandria.     In  this  laborious  duty 
the  regiment  was  engaged,  and  when  completed  it 
retired  to  Alexandria,  where  it  was  assigned  to  the 
duty  of  guarding  a  portion  of  the  Orange  and  Alex- 
andria Eailroad,  extending  from  Bull  Eun  to  Alex- 
andria, with  headquarters  at  Fairfax  Station.    In  the 
vicinity  of  the  station  four  large  works  were  built,  and 
the  regiment  was  here  kept  busy  in  guarding  the 
workmen  and  upon  other  duty.    In  a  communication 
sent  on  the  1st  of  January,  1865,  as  a  New-Year's 
greeting  to  the  regiment  by  Gen.  Gamble,  in  com- 
mand of  the  brigade,  occurs  the  following  acknowl- 
edgment of  its  good  conduct  and  the  soldierly  quali- 
ties of  its  commander :  "  From  my  personal  knowledge, 
and  the  report  of  the  inspecting  officer,  I  consider  it 
my  duty  to  return  you  my  thanks  for  your  energy 
and  personal  attention  to  the  duties  and  interests  of 
your  command.     You  have  a  good  regiment,  and  I 
am  glad  to  know  the  right  kind  of  a  colonel  is  at  the 
head  of  it." 

Toward  the  close  of  May,  1865,  the  regiment  was 
ordered  to  Philadelphia,  where  it  reported  to  Gen. 
Cadwalader,  and  was  sent  by  him  to  the  anthracite 
coal  regions  of  the  State.  Headquarters  of  the  regi- 
ment were  established  at  Tamaqua,and  the  command 
was  distributed  in  detachments  to  various  points  in 
that  region.  Col.  Albright,  who  had  been  previously 
brevetted  brigadier,  was  placed  in  command  of  the 
district.    Toward  the  close  of  July  the  detachments 
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assembled  in  Harrisburg,  and  on  the  3d  of  August  the 
regiment  was  mustered  out  of  service. 

TWO  HUNDRED  AND  SECOND  EEQIMENT  (ono  year's  service). 

Company  E. 
Mustered  in  Aug.  30,  1864  ;  mustered  out  Aug.  8,  1865,  except  where 

specially  mentioned. 
Walter  H.  Seip,  capt.,  pro.  to  maj.  Sept.  4, 1864. 
Benjamin  C.  Both,  capt.,  pro.  from  Ist  lieut.  Sept.  4, 1864. 
James  A.  Lucas,  Ist  lieut.,  pro.  from  2d  lieut.  Sept.  4, 1864. 
George  H.  Good,  2d  lieut.,  must,  in  Sept.  4, 1864 ;  disch.  on  surg.  certif. 

April  4,  1865. 
Alfred  Mellin,  2d  lieut.,  pro.  from  Ist  sergt.  April  16, 1865. 
Alfred  Smith,  1st  sergt.,  pro.  from  sergt.  April  16,  1865. 
Jeremiah  Transue,  sergt.  William  H.  H.  Trexler,  sergt. 

Henry  Weiand,  sergt. 

John  Knerr,  sergt.,  pro.  from  Corp.  June  23, 1865. 
George  Benson,  corp.  Eugene  Stettler,  corp. 

Henry  Wittenmyer,  corp.  Miltou  Kichline,  corp. 

Aaron  Frederick,  Corp.  Addison  J.  Knauss,  corp. 

Milton  W.  Reichard,  corp. 

Augustus  W.  Mennig,  corp.,  pro.  to  Corp.  June  23, 1865. 
C  Laudenschlager,  corp.,  accidentally  killed  at  Washington,  B.C.,  May 

28, 1855. 
Eli  I.  Fatzinger,  musician.  Thomas  Roth,  musician. 


Privates. 


Jeremiah  Biery. 
Henry  E.  Burger. 
Henry  J. Burger. 
Augustus  S.  Bechtel. 
William  H.  Boeker. 


Henry  H.  Brown. 

Allen  D.  Burger. 

Jacob  H.  Burger. 

George  S.  Burger. 

Jeremiah  Beidelman. 

J.  Bartholomew. 

Franklin  Brohst,  must,  in  March  7, 1865. 

Thomas  Baker,  disch.  by  General  Order  June  19, 1865. 

Madison  Coles.  Henry  W.  Derr. 

Franklin  Boyle.  Frank  Ernst. 

Lewis  Fluch,  must,  in  Feb.  28,  1865. 

William  Fusselman,  died  at  Baltimore,  Md.,  Oct.  7, 1864. 

John  D.  Gangwere.  Nathan  Gaumer. 

Amos  Giess.  Amandes  Hackman. 

David  Gackenbach.  Moses  Hoffman. 

John  Gorman.  Charles  R.  Hartman. 

Albert  Herman,  must,  in  March  4, 1865. 

Edwin  C.  He«3,  must,  in  Jan.  28, 1865. 

Franklin  J.  Kroraer.  Henry  Kleckner. 

William  Kiefler.  James  J.  Kunkle. 

Harrison  S.  Kern.  /         Uriah  Keek. 

Anthony  Kleinamith.  /  William  H.  Lentz. 

Adam  Koch.  /  Charles  Lick. 

James  Kern.  /  Jesse  Lehman. 

Willoughby  G.  Kuhns. ^  William  A.  Lynn. 

Edwin  Kneehel.  James  C.  Moore. 

William  S.  Knauss.  Nathan  Miller. 

John  Keiffer.  Harrison  Miller. 

Levi  Kraft.  David  Miller. 

Henry  A.  Knerr.  Lewis  Miller. 

Aaron  Moyer,  disch.  by  General  Order  Aug.  5, 1865. 

David  M .  Miller,  died  at  Alexandria,  Va.,  Oct.  22, 1864,  grave  2791. 

John  Nagel,  Sr.  John  Nagel,  Jr. 

Amon  P.  Nagel.  William  W.  Osman. 

Theodore  S.  Nagel.  Hiram  Parker. 

John  Petit,  must,  in  Feb.  23, 1865. 

William  Eeinhard.  Herman  B.  Stettler. 

Lewis  F.  Ruff.  Frederick  Saxenheimer. 

William  F.  Eeinhard.  Franklin  P.  Smith. 

Emanuel  Eeinhard.  Jacob  W.  Strickler. 

Joel  Sterner.  Milton  A,  Saeger. 

Henry  C.  Smith.  Jacob  A.  Smith. 

Augustus  Schitz.  Edwin  Schertzinger. 

Hiram  F.  Shaffer,  disch.  by  General  Order  June  19, 1865. 

John  Shaffer.  John  Vogel. 

Edwin  Troxell.  George  J.  Wolf. 

Edwin  0.  Troxell.  John  Young. 

Joseph  S.  Trumbower.  Harrison  Young. 

Depeu  Uberoth, 


Two  Hundred  and  Ninth  Regiment.— This  regi- 
ment, of  which  Company  H  was  from  Lehigh  County, 
was  organized  at  Camp  Curtin  on  the  16th  of  Septem- 
ber, 1864,  by  the  choice  of  the  following  field-officers  : 
Tobias  B.  Kauffman,  formerly  major  of  the  First  Re- 
serve Regiment,  colonel ;  George  W.  Frederick,  lieu- 
tenant-colonel ;  John  L.  Ritchejr,  major.  A  consider- 
able number  of  oflBcers  and  men  had  served  in  other 
organizations,  the  experience  thereby  gained  proving 
of  great  advantage  in  disciplining  the  raw  recruits. 
Immediately  after  its  organization  it  moved  for  the 
front,  and,  passing  up  the  James  River,  landed  at 
Bermuda  Hundred.  It  was  placed  in  camp  at  Camp 
Potter,  where  it  remained  two  weeks,  and  was  then 
posted  upon  the  advanced  line  to  the  left  of  Fort 
Harrison,  midway  between  the  James  and  Appomat- 
tox Rivers.  Soon  after  taking  position,  Capt.  John  B. 
Landis,  with  three  lieutenants  and  one  hundred  and 
thirteen  men,  was  detached  from  the  regiment  and 
assigned  to  duty  in  garrisoning  redoubt  Carpenter,  on 
the  left  bank  of  the  James.  Company  and  battalion 
drill  was  here  prosecuted  with  what  success  it  was  pos- 
sible, with  a  large  proportion  of  the  command  almost 
constantly  on  exhausting  duty  on  picket  and  in  gar- 
rison, and  by  great  diligence  and  efficiency  on  the  part 
of  its  officers  it  attained  a  good  degree  of  discipline. 
During  the  engagement  at  Chapin's  Farm,  or  Fort 
Harrison,  the  regiment  was  ordered  upon  the  parapet, 
creating  the  impression  upon  the  enemy  that  a  charge 
upon  his  flank  was  about  to  be  delivered.  The  real 
charge  upon  the  front  was  heroically  made,  and  the 
fort  was  captured. 

On  the  night  of  the  17th  of  November  the  enemy- 
made  an  attack  upon  the  picket  line  in  considerable 
force.  Col.  Kauffman,  who  was  division  officer  of 
the  day,  Capt.  Henry  Lee,  and  Lieut.  Thomas  J. 
Hendricks,  with  nineteen  men,  fell  into  the  enemy's 
hands,  and  were  held  as  prisoners  until  near  the  close 
of  the  war.  The  troops  upon  the  main  line  were 
ordered  out,  and  the  attack  was  handsomely  repulsed. 
In  addition  to  the  loss  by  capture,  one  man  was  killed 
and  two  were  wounded.  On  the  24th  the  regiment 
was  transferred,  with  other  Pennsylvania  regiments 
with  which  it  had  been  brigaded,  from  the  Army  of 
the  James  to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  It  was  as- 
signed to  duty  with  the  Ninth  Corps,  and  was  soon 
after  brigaded  with  the  Two  Hundredth  and  Two 
Hundred  and  Eighth  Pennsylvania  Regiments,  form- 
ing the  First  Brigade,  Col.  Charles  W.  Diven  com- 
manding, of  the  Third  Division.  The  regiment  was 
encamped  on  the  commanding  ground  near  Meade 
Station,  the  division,  which  was  in  command  of  Gen. 
Hartranft,  being  posted  as  a  reserve  to  the  other  two 
divisions.  During  the  winter  the  regiment  was  en- 
gaged in  drill,  in  fatigue  duty  upon  fortifications,  and 
in  the  construction  of  roads,  and  was  out  upon  occa- 
sional demonstrations  upon  the  left. 

At  a  little  before  daylight,  on  the  morning  of  the 
25th  of  March,  1865,  the  regiment  was  aroused  by 
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rapid  and  heavy  firing  in  its  front,  and  it  was  soon 
apparent  that  the  lines,  which  were  held  by  Gen. 
Wilcox's  division,  had  been  broken,  and  Fort  Stead- 
man,  which  was  in  its  immediate  front,  and  which, 
by  daylight,  was  in  full  view,  had  been  captured. 
Gen.  Wilcox,  whose  directions,  in  case  of  an  emer- 
gency, the  regiment  was  instructed  to  obey,  had  or- 
dered it  under  arms,  and  in  motion  for  the  protection 
of  his  threatened  rear.  At  this  juncture  Gen.  Hart- 
ranft  appeared  on  the  ground,  and  assumed  personal 
supervision  of  his  command.  While  the  Two  Hun- 
dred and  Eighth  was  moving  upon  the  extreme  left 
of  the  break,  and  Hartranft  personally  was  moving 
with  the  Two  Hundreth  upon  the  right  front,  the 
Two  Hundred  and  Ninth  was  sent  down  a  ravine, 
where  it  was  under  partial  shelter,  to  come  in  upon 
the  right,  where  it  was  joined  by  two  skeleton  regi- 
ments from  Michigan,  the  Second  and  Seventeenth. 
"  I  had  scarcely  got  my  regiment  in  position,"  says 
Lieut.-Col.  Frederick,  in  his  official  report,  "when 
the  same  aid  informed  me  that  it  was  Gen.  Hartranft's 
order  that  I  should  immediately,  with  the  Two  Hun- 
dredth Pennsylvania,  charge  the  hill  in  niy  front, 
which  was  then  held  by  the  enemy.  I  at  once  gave 
the  order  to  charge,  and  the  regiment  moved  forward 
under  a  very  heavy  fire  of  musketry  and  artillery, 
gaining  a  line  of  works  running  across  the  open  field, 
over  which  we  were  advancing.  Halting  for  a  mo- 
ment, we  again  advanced,  gaining  a  ditch  near  the  hill 
occupied  by  the  enemy.  Here  we  were  shelled  from 
both  front  and  rear.  .  .  .  We  remained  in  the  ditch 
some  time,  when,  noticing  the  enemy  retreating,  we 
poured  into  them  a  murderous  fire,  which  was  con- 
tinued until  I  saw  the  Two  Hundredth,  which  was  on 
my  left,  preparing,  as  I  supposed,  to  charge.  I  im- 
mediately ordered  my  regiment  to  charge  likewise, 
and  forward  we  went,  not  an  officer  nor  a  man  halting 
or  faltering  until  our  advance  line  was  gained  and  our 
colors  were  planted  on  the  works.  I  am  satisfied  that 
they  were  the  first  colors  planted  on  the  works.  My 
officers  and  men  all  did  their  duty  so  well  that  it 
would  seem  invidious  to  make  any  distinctions.  .  .  . 
A  considerable  number  of  prisoners  were  sent  to  the 
rear,  estimated  at  thi-ee  hundred  and  fifty."  The  loss 
in  the  engagement  was  five  killed  and  fifty  wounded. 
In  a  general  order  issued  after  the  battle,  Gen.  Parke, 
who  commanded  the  Ninth  Corps,  says,  "  The  Major- 
Genera!  commanding  congratulates  the  corps  on  this 
auspicious  result.  It  will  be  a  source  of  pride  to  him 
and  them  that  so  heavy  and  desperate  an  attack  upon 
their  lines  was  repelled  by  them  before  the  arrival  of 
the  supports  promptly  and  cordially  furnished  from 
the  other  corps.  The  gallantry  and  steadiness  of  the 
troops  engaged,  which  so  brilliantly  retrieved  a  mo- 
mentary disaster,  and  converted  it  into  a  victory, 
merit  and  receive  his  warmest  commendation  and 
gratitude." 

Preparations  were  made  for  a  determined  assault  on 
the  enemy's  works,  by  the  division,  at  daylight  on  the 


morning  of  the  2d  of  April.  Lieut.-Col.  McCall,  who 
commanded  the  brigade,  massed  his  force,  by  order 
of  Gen.  Hartranft,  near  the  Avery  House  at  one  A.m. 
Two  hours  later  he  led  it  to  the  front  of  Fort  Sedg- 
wick, and  formed  it  in  column  of  regiments,  just  in- 
side the  picket  line,  as  a  reserve  to  the  Second  Brigade, 
which  was  formed  in  a  similar  manner  outside.  At 
four  o'clock  the  signal  to  advance  was  given,  and  the 
regiment  moved  at  double-quick,  following  closely  the 
column.  At  the  picket  line  there  was  a  momentary 
check,  occasioned  by  meeting  numbers  who  came 
running  back,  and  reporting  a  repulse.  These  were 
quickly  rallied,  and  the  command  again  went  for- 
ward. As  it  came  upon  the  open  space  in  front  of 
the  rebel  works  it  was  exposed  to  a  fearful  fire  of  in- 
fantry and  artillery,  but,  without  faltering,  it  pressed 
forward  and  gained  the  hostile  front,  capturing  many 
prisoners,  and  turning  the  guns  of  the  fort  and  bat- 
teries upon  the  enemy.  In  common  with  the  division, 
it  succeeded  in  holding  the  captured  line,  though  hard 
pressed  by  the  rebels,  nettled  at  their  loss.  At  night 
the  firing  gradually  died  away,  and  a  heavy  picket 
line  was  thrown  out,  the  enemy's  chevaux-de-frise 
being  moved  to  the  opposite  side  of  his  works.  The 
command  was  early  astir,  and  at  daylight  the  pickets 
cautiously  advanced.  They  soon  found  that  the  en- 
emy had  gone,  and  when  the  columns,  which  were 
immediately  put  in  motion,  reached  the  city  of  Pe- 
tersburg, they  found  that  also  abandoned.  The  Two 
Hundred  and  Ninth  was  sent  to  the  left,  to  commu- 
nicate with  troops  of  the  Sixth  Corps.  After  remain- 
ing in  and  about  the  city  until  noon,  the  regiment 
returned  to  camp.  The  loss  in  the  engagement  was 
seven  killed  and  fifty-two  wounded.  Capt.  James  P. 
McCullough  was  among  the  killed,  Maj.  Eitchey  and 
Lieuts.  Henry  A.  Bigler  and  Baltzer  Shugar  among 
the  wounded.  The  division  was  now  ordered  to  take 
charge  of  the  army  trains,  and  moved  with  them 
along  the  South  Side  Railroad,  repairing  the  track  as 
it  went,  until  it  reached  Nottoway  Court-House,  where 
it  was  halted,  and  where  the  regiment  remained  until 
the  20tb,  the  rebel  army  having  surrendered  on  the 
9th.  From  here  it  returned  to  City  Point,  and  thence 
to  Alexandria,  where  it  went  into  camp,  and  was  held 
until  the  31st  of  May,  when  the  recruits  were  trans- 
ferred to  the  Fifty-first  Pennsylvania,  and  the  rest  of 
the  regiment  was  mustered  out  of  service. 

TWO   HUNDRED   AND   NINTH   REGIMENT  (Oae  Year's  Service). 

Company  II. 

Mastered  out  May  31, 1865,  except  as  specially  mentioned, 

WiUinm  H.  Miller,  capt.,  must,  in  Sept.  14, 1864 ;  disch.  March  26, 1865. 

William  Kerr,  capt.,  must,  in  Sept.  14, 1864  ;  pro.  from  1st  lieut.  April  15, 

1865. 
Lewis  Fink,  1st  lieut., must,  in  Sept.  16, 1864;  pro.  from  2d  liout.  April 

15,  1865. 
David  B.  Overholt,  2d  lieut.,  must,  in  Sept.  19, 1864;  pro.  from  Islsergt. 

April  16,  1866. 
Albert  Dorward,  1st  sergt.,  must,  in  Sept.  9, 1864 ;  pro.  from  sergt.  April 

15, 1805. 
William  Morton,  Jr.,  sergt.,  must,  in  Sept.  3,  1864;  wounded  at  Tort 

Steadman,  Va.,  March  25, 1865;  absent,  in  hospital,  at  muster  out. 
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John  Liitz,  sergt.,  nuist  in  Sept.  3, 1864;  pro.  from  corp.  April  3, 1865. 
William  H.  Keener,  sergt.,  must,  iu  Sept.  9, 1864;  pro.  from  corp.  April 

3, 1865. 
"William  Mnx-slmll,  sergt.,  must,  in  Sept.  9, 1864. 
Cornelius  Fagen,  sorgt.,  must,  in  Sept.  3, 1864;  died  at  City  Point,  Va., 

April  10,  1865. 
A.  0.  Frankenfield,  corp.,  must,  in  Sept.  3,  1864. 
Tilghman  J.  Wagner,  corp.,  must,  in  Sept.  3, 1864. 
Penrose  Rex,  corp.,  must,  in  Sept.  9,1864. 
James  W.  Snyder,  Corp.,  must,  in  Sept.  3, 1864. 
William  S.  Coffin,  corp.,  must,  in  Sept.  3, 1864. 
Levi  Ziegeufuss,  corp.,  must,  in  Sept.  3,  1864;  pro.  to  corp.  March  1, 

1865. 
Paul  Michael,  corp.,  must,  in  Sept.  18, 1S64;  pro.  to  corp.  April  3, 1865. 
Lewis   C.  Krotzer,  corp.,  must,  in   Sept.  3,  1864;    pro.  to   corp.  April 

19. 1865. 

Thomas  H.  Arnold,  must,  in  Aug.  29, 1864. 

Joseph  Arnold,  must,  in  Aug. 29, 1864. 

Moses  AUender,  must,  in  Sept.  6, 1864. 

Keuben  Brader,  must,  in  Sept.  6, 1864. 

George  W.  Blocker,  must,  in  Aug.  29, 1864. 

Wilson  Beninger,  must,  in  Sept.  3, 1864. 

Jacob  W.  Christ,  must,  in  Sept.  3, 1864. 

William  P.  H.  Clark,  must,  in  Sept.  8, 1864;  died  March  25,1865;  buried 

in  National  Cemetery,  City  Point,  Va.,  Sec.  2,  Div.  2,  grave  159. 
John  Darrohn,  must,  in  Sept.  3, 1864. 

Francis  Devlin,  must,  in  Sept.  17, 1864;  not  on  muster-out  roll. 
John  Ebert,  must,  in  Sept.  3, 1864. 
John  Eastman,  must,  in  Sept.  3, 1864. 
William  J.  Edwards,  must,  in  Sept.  3, 1864. 
C.  F.  Engleman,  must,  in  Sept.  3, 1864. 
Milton  A.Eckert,  must,  in  Sept.  3, 1864. 
0.  H.  C.  Fallweiler,  must,  in  Sept.  3, 1864. 
Jarrett  Ferber,  must,  in  Sept.  3, 1864. 
William  L.  German,  mu>t.  in  Sept.  3, 1864. 
William  F.  Griesley,  must,  in  Sept.  3, 1864. 
Amandes  Gernest,  must   in  Aug.  29, 1864. 
Jeremiah  Geiger,  must,  in  Aug.  29, 1864. 
Anthony  Gehrig,  must,  in  Sept.  3, 1864, 
Tilghman  Hartzell,  must,  in  Sept.  1, 1864. 
Tilghman  Handwerk,  must,  in  Sept.  3, 1864. 
Charles  H.  Holey,  must,  in  Sept.  3,  1864. 
James  N.  Hersh,  must,  in  Aug.  29, 1864. 
Aaron  Handwerk,  must,  in  Sept.  9, 1864. 
Hezekiah  Hippie,  must,  in  Sept.  6, 1864. 

Michael  Herley,  must,  in  Sept,  8, 1864;  not  on  muster-out  roll. 
John  W.  Jones,  must,  in  Aug.  29,  1864. 
John  Kressler,  must,  in  Sept.  7, 1864. 
Charles  Krause,  must,  in  Sept.  7, 1864. 
/  Francis  Kuutz,  must,  iu  Sept.  9, 1864. 
Josiali  Klotz,  must,  in  Sept.  3, 1864. 
Albert  Kleckner,  must,  in  Aug.  31, 1864. 
Jacob  Koch,  must,  in  Aug.  29, 1864. 
Hiram  M,  Kratxer,  must,  in  Sept.  3, 1864. 

Samuel  Keiffer,  must,  in  Sept.  3, 1864  ;  not  on  muster-out  roll. 
Jonathan  W.  Klotz,  must,  in  Sept.  3, 1864;  died  March  2Sth,  of  wounds 

received  at  Fort  Steadman,  Va.,  March  25, 1865. 
James  Kane,  must,  in  Sept.  6, 1864 ;  not  on  muster-out  roll. 
James  Kane,  must,  in  Sept.  14,1864;  not  on  muster-out  roll. 
Henry  Levan,  must,  in  Sept.  3, 1864. 
John  Lawrence,  must,  in  Sept.  3, 1864. 
Cornelius  Lentz,  must,  in  Sept.  3, 1864. 
Edwin  Loch,  must,  in  Sept.  3, 1864. 
Jonas  Mace,  must,  in  Sept.  3,  1864;  wounded  at  Petersburg,  Va.,  April 

2,1865;  absent  at  muster  out. 
Moses  Metzger,  must,  in  Aug.  29, 1864. 
Ephraim  Michael,  must,  in  Sept.  14, 1864. 
Henry  Myers,  must,  in  Sept.  6,  1864;  disch.  by  Special  Order  dated  Jan. 

13. 1866. 

Amandes  Moyer,  must,  in  Aug.  31,1864;  died  March  25,1865;  buried 
in  National  Cemetery,  City  Point,  Va.,  Sec.  C,  Div.  3,  grave  65. 

Thomas  Murry,  must,  in  Sept.  10, 1864 ;  not  on  muster-out  roll. 

Samuel  Mace,  must,  in  Sept.  16, 1864;  died  at  Alexandria,  Va.,  May  27, 
1865 ;  grave  3175. 

Patrick  McCann,  must,  in  Sept.  6, 1864;  not  on  muster-out  roll. 

William  H.  McDonald,  must,  in  Sept.  13, 1864;  not  on  muster-out  roll. 


William  Nicholas,  must,  in  Sept.  8, 1864 ;  not  on  muster-out  roll. 

William  L.  Nagle,  must,  in  Sept.  3, 1864. 

Robert  Newhart,  must,  in  Sept.  3, 1864;  not  on  muster-out  roll. 

Elihu  Oswald,  must,  in  Sept.  3, 1864. 

Peter  Oswald,  must,  in  Sept.  3, 1864. 

Robert  Ohle,  must,  in  Sept.  14, 1804  ;  wounded  at  Petersburg,  Va.,  April 

2,1865;  absent,  in  hospital,  at  muster  out, 
Emanuel  Paulea,  must,  in  Sept.  3, 1804;  disch.  by  General  Order  June 

3, 1865. 
Joseph  Rex,  must,  in  Sept.  3,  lsr">4, 
Francis  Robenold,mii8t.  in  Sept.  3,1864. 
Samuel  Roth,  must,  in  Aug.  29, 1864. 
Alfred  Hitter,  must,  in  Aug.  29, 1864. 
William  Buhe,  must,  in  Sept.  3, 1864. 
Robert  F.  Roberts,  must,  in  Sept.  3, 1864. 
William  E.  Rex,  must,  in  Sept.  7, 1864;  disch.  by  General  Order  July 

13, 1865. 
Edwin  Rex,  must,  in  Sept.  7, 1864. 
Lewis  A.  Rex,  must,  in  Sept.  7, 1864. 
Irwin  Rober,  must,  in  Sept.  7, 18G4. 
Tilghman  Rober,  must,  in  Sept.  7, 1864. 

Amandes  Roth,  must,  in  Aug.  29, 1864 ;  not  on  muster-out  roll. 
John  Snyder,  must,  in  Sept.  3, 1864. 
Charles  A.  Shiffert,mu8t.  in  Sept.  3, 1864;  disch.  by  General  Order  June 

3,  1865. 
Henry  W.  Sell,  must,  in  Sept,  3, 1864. 
Simon   Snyder,  must,  in  Sept.  3,  1864;  died  May  11,  1865;  buried  in 

National  Cemetery,  Arlington,  Va. 
David  Y.  WiUiamson,  must,  in  Sept.  3, 1864, 
Henry  W.  Weiss,  must,  in  Sept.  3, 1864. 
Thomas  West,  must,  in  Sept.  3,  1864. 
Henry  Weiss,  must,  in  Sept.  3, 1864. 
Francis  Weaver,  must,  in  Sept.  3, 1864. 
Matthias  Zimmerman,  must,  in  Sept.  3, 1864. 

MUitia  of  1862— Fifth  Regiment.— The  Fiftli 
Regiment  of  the  militia  of  1862,  as  will  be  seen  by 
the  rosters  which  follow,  had  a  goodly  part  of  its 
strength  from  Lehigh  County.  The  men  were  not 
formed  into  companies,  but,  rallying  from  points  all 
along  the  railroads  and  from  the  back  regions  on  the 
intimation  that  the  border  was  in  danger  of  invasion,^ 
went  forward  to  Harrisburg  en  masse,  and  were  there 
organized  into  companies  and  regiments.  The  Fifth 
Regiment  was  organized  on  the  afternoon  of  Sep- 
tember 13th,  with  H.  C.  Longnecker  as  colonel,  J. 
B.  Clemens  as  lieutenant-colonel,  M.  H.  Horn  as 
major,  and  E.  D.  Lawall  as  adjutant.  The  regi- 
ment went  forward  to  the  front,  and  with  others  re- 
ceived the  compliments  of  Gen.  McClellan  in  the 
following  language  (addressed  afterward  to  Governor 
Curtin)  :  "  The  manner  in  which  the  people  of  Penn- 
sylvania responded  to  your  call  and  hastened  to  the 
defense  of  their  frontier  no  doubt  exercised  a  great 
influence  on  the  enemy."  The  Governor  of  Mary- 
land, in  his  closing  address  to  Governor  Curtin,  said, 
"  The  readiness  with  which  they  crossed  the  border 
and  took  their  stand  beside  the  Maryland  brigade 
shows  that  the  border  is  but  an  ideal  line.'' 

FIFTH  REGIMENT  MILITIA  OF  1662. 
Field  and  Staff  Officers. 
Henry  C.  Longneclcor,  colonel;  J.  Breckenridge  Clemens,  lieutenant- 
colonel;  Melchoir  Horn,  major;  Edward  D.  La waU,  adjutant;  Mil- 
ton J.  Kramer,  quartermaster  ;  George  Mish,  surgeon  ;  William  M. 
Culver,  assistant  surgeon  ;  Thomas  Metzger,  sergeant-major;  Elislia 

1  The  news  tliat  the  State  was  in  danger,  and  the  call  upon  the  people 
to  arm  and  prepare  foi-  defense,  was  conveyed  over  the  State  by  Governor 
Curtin's  proclamation  of  Sept,  4, 1862. 
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Forre8t,quarterma8ter-sergeant;  Jacob  Wo]le,conitnissary-9ergeant-, 
George  C.  Hand,  hospital  steward. 

Company  C. 
Isaac  N.  Gregory,  captain  ;  Benjamin  J.  Hagenbach,  first  lieutenant; 
Benjamin  K.  Sweitzer,  second  lieutenant;  William  Keyser,  first 
sargeant ;  William  Kress,  Edwin  Hittle,  Simeon  H.  Price,  sergeants ; 
Edward  B.  Toving,  Tilgbman  D.  Kemeror,  E.  F.  Powell,  William 
Detch,  Alfred  Ettinger,  John  Stopp,  E.  B.  Roth,  Israel  Tingling, 
corporals;  Edward  Shiffert,  musician. 


Pi'ivatea, 


Charles  Arthur. 
Charles  Apple. 
William  Basher. 
Jeremiah  Beiry. 
Jeremiah  Bied^lman. 
Henry  Bitting. 
William  Burnham. 
J.  H.  Burger. 
James  Christ. 
Washington  Christmau, 
Henry  Cole. 
Dennis  Dieffenderfer. 
George  Dieffer. 
Solomon  Dorney. 
Milton  Eckert. 
Charles  Egge. 
Edward  Y,  Engleman. 
Frederick  Froutz. 
Franklin  Fried. 
Peter  K.  Grimm. 
Amos  Guth. 
Uriah  Guth. 
Walter  Getter. 
George  Hagerbuch. 
Peter  Hartman. 
Joseph  Hecker. 
Henry  Heckman. 
Henry  Himbach. 
Solomon  Helfrich. 
Simon  Houk. 
Moses  Kehm. 
George  Kauffman. 
Daniel  Keiper. 
Gabriel  Keiper. 


Daniel  Keyser. 
William  Knauss. 
Francis  Kramer. 
Stephen  Lentz. 
William  Lind, 
Edward  Lucas. 
Benjamin  Lucas. 
Augustus  Manning. 
David  Miller. 
Tilgbman  Ozman. 
Charles  Present. 
Charles  Quier. 
Solomon  Reinsmith. 
Walter  Reinsmith, 
Charles  Reinsmith. 
Franklin  Rinker. 
James  Bitter, 
Adolph  Bosstaischer. 
Joseph  Rube. 
Uriah  Sanders. 
Henry  Seagreaves. 
William  H.  Simons, 
Edwin  Strauss. 
Charles  Wagner. 
Paul  Wald, 
Thomas  Wenner. 
Benjamin  Weaver. 
Milton  Weaver, 
Henry  Weikle. 
Francis  Weidner. 
John  Weiss. 
Henry  Wuchter. 
John  0,  Yingling. 
Emanuel  Yobe, 


Company  E. 

William  Marx,  captain;  Charles  Mertz,  first  lieutenant;  William  H. 
Wannemachor,  second  lieutenant;  Thomas  Kech.  first  sergeant; 
Charles  J.  Haines,  Amandes  A.  Wagner,  James  Smith,  Elisha  Forrest, 
sergeants;  Thomas  Rube,  Samuel  B.  Anewalt,  Alfred  J.  Brenig] 
Joseph  E.  Balliet,  Allen  A.  Huber,  Henry  Gangwere,  Henry  A,' 
Evans,  Jacob  Bloomer,  corporals;  Charles  Mohr,  musician. 


P)-ivates. 


J.  A.  Aikens. 
Frederick  A.  K.  Baldwin. 
John  Bechtel. 
Jonathan  Becker. 
Samuel  Becker, 
John  Bergland, 
James  Caboon. 
Jacob  S,  Dillenger, 
Conrad  Emig. 
Jacob  Goebel. 
William  H.  Hagenbuch. 
John  Hartzell. 
Solomon  Hartzell. 
Beuneville  Hine. 
Edward  0,  Heibar. 
Benjamin  T,  Jacoby. 
John  Kraiise,  Jr. 
William  Laubach. 
Edward  Laubach. 
Edward  D  Lawall, 
Walter  Losch. 


Eugene  Master, 
Thomas  B.  Metzger. 
Daniel  H.  Miller. 
Harrison  Miller. 
S.  R.  Kissley. 
John  Nunuemacher. 
Esaias  Rerig. 
William  H,  Roney. 
Warner  Ruhe. 
Alfred  G,  Saeger, 
Charles  CSassnian, 
Miltou  Sassman. 
David  0.  Saylor. 
Peter  Shutz. 
Richard  Snyder. 
Samuel  Smith. 
George  Teraberry. 
Willoughby  Tuxler. 
Peter  Wanner, 
Wilson  Welder. 
Henry  Worman. 


Company  G. 
George  B.  SchoU,  captain;  Thomas  Snyder,  first  lieutenant;  Sylvester 
Weiler,  second  lieutenant;  Allen  P.  Steckel,  first  sergeant ;  Corne- 
lius Fagan,  James  P.  Roder,  Franklin  Beck,  Allen  Newbard  ser- 
geants; Eliae  Shingler,  Charles  Shout,  Milton  H.  Beidler,  Jacob  R. 
Wolle,  George  Engleman,  Allen  Pfeiffer,  Daniel  Gilbert,  Edwin  L. 
Young,  corporals;  Francis  Strochley,  Joseph  Moll,  musicians. 

Privates. 

Allen  Mohr, 


Alfred  Adam. 
Allen  Burger. 
William  Burger. 
Jacob  Bast. 
Matthew  Bliche. 
James  Beck, 
James  S.  Beiry, 
Jonathan  Bear. 
Edward  Clauss. 
Benneville  Cbristman. 
Tilgbman  Daubert. 
Henry  Daubert. 
Henry  Dienner. 
Jacob  Eckert. 
Benneville  Ecker. 
Robert  Fatzinger. 
Owen  Fatzinger, 
Peter  Fegley. 
AmanduB  0.  Greenawalt. 
James  Gernard. 
George  Hand. 
Daniel  Hood. 
William  Hertz. 
William  Hintz. 
Isaac  P.  Hummel. 
Herman  Haverly. 
William  H.  Kuder. 
Henry  Kercher. 
Tobias  Kersler. 
Tilgbman  W.  Kramer. 
Milton  J.  Kramer. 
James  S.  Kuder. 
William  Leidensperger. 
Solomon  Long. 


Samuel  Miller. 
William  Mohr. 
Tobias  Mosser. 
James  Nefi". 
Edwin  H.  Peter. 
Charles  Ricbter. 
Charles  Ruhe. 
Tilgbman  Ruhe. 
John  Ross. 
Tilgbman  Reinhard. 
Peter  Reinhard. 
Henry  Schwartz. 
Augustus  Schitz. 
John  H.  Sykes. 
George  Schafer. 
Jacob  Snyder. 
John  Schneider. 
Leonard  Schmucker. 
Henry  Schaeffer. 
Stephen  Smith, 
Charles  Schaffer. 
Alfred  Smith. 
Reuben  Schout. 
Edwin  Troxell. 
Esaias  Trumhour. 
Jacob  Wint. 
Charles  Wolf. 
Jesse  Wombold. 
August  Weber. 
Hezekiah  Weiser. 
Peter  Y^der. 
Edwin  Yeager. 


Company  H, 

William  H.  Hoffman,  captain ;  Franklin  Steller,  first  lieutenant;  Abiel 
Heilman,  second  lieutenant;  Henry  Fried,  fii-st  sergeant;  Heory 
Eitter,  D.  J.  F.  Desbler,  Henry  E.  Ruhe,  George  W.  Hoffman,  ser- 
geants;  Franklin  Trexler,  Henry  Trexler,  Henry  Schwartz,  William 
Mininger,Owen  Mertz,  Benjamin  Fleckner,  Moses  Schenck,  Frank- 
lin Hersb,  corporals  ;  Almon  Nagle,  Allen  F.  Barber,  musicians. 
Private^!. 

William  Roth. 


Henry  Bornman. 
Samuel  Baum. 
Peter  Cortwright. 
Jacob  Cleaver. 
George  D.  Deifer. 
Charles  Erdman. 
Edwin  Eisenbard. 
Charles  Everett. 
George  Fried, 
Tilgbman  Fredericb. 
Daniel  Fink. 
Daniel  Fritz. 
Wilson  Gross. 
Martin  Heft. 
Charles  Herzog, 
Gottlieb  Herzog, 
William  Hufert. 
William  Henry. 
Jonathan  K.  Knousa. 
Robert  Latimoro. 
Israel  Luhr. 
Hiram  Mertz. 
Tilgbman  Miller. 
John  Nehlig. 
Henry  Odenhoimer. 
William  Rant. 
Solomon  Rant, 


Lewis  W.  Roth, 
William  Rltter. 
William  Rube. 
William  Reinhard. 
Herman  Schuon. 
Morris  Stemler. 
Daniel  Shitz. 
Edward  Sberer. 
John  Sowers. 
Nathan  Snyder. 
William  Saussman. 
Reuben  Steebel. 
Francis  Smith, 
Tilgbman  Snyder. 
Lewis  Shetton. 
Charles  Sane. 
Peter  Stark. 
Francis  F.  Troxel. 
Daniel  Trump. 
Frederick  Wilt. 
Edwin  Wiand, 
Benjamin  Wonderly. 
Jacob  Weaver. 
William  Yohe. 
Henry  Zink. 
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The  Twenty-seventh  Regiment,  Emergency 
Troops  of  1863.— Four  full  companies  were  re- 
cruited in  this  county  with  a  design  of  entering  the 
field  in  this  regiment,  but  on  account  of  disagree- 
ment in  regard  to  the  term  of  service,  but  one — that 
under  Capt.  I.  N.  Gregory — went  on  duty.  The 
other  three — those  commanded  by  Capts.  William 
Hoffman,  George  W.  Schall,  and  John  H.  Oliver, 
— returned  home.  Capt.  Gregory's  company,  which 
was  mustered  in  as  Company  H,  June  19,  1863,  went 
to  Columbia  and  crossed  the  bridge  over  the  Susque- 
hanna to  Wrightsville.  Upon  the  attack  of  the 
rebels  on  the  town  last  named,  they  retreated  with 
the  regiment  and  burned  the  bridge  behind  them. 
They  were  shelled  by  Gen.  Ewell.  About  a  week 
later  the  regiment  moved  to  Carlisle,  then  to  Waynes- 
boro, Boonsboro,  and  beyond  and  back  by  the  way  of 
Hagerstown  and  Greencastle.  Subsequently  the  regi- 
ment was  moved  to  Mercersburg,  and  then,  when  its 
presence  was  thought  necessary,  to  Chambersburg. 
It  was  disbanded  at  Harrisburg,  Aug.  1,  1863,  with- 
out actual  participation  in  hostilities,  but  ready  for 
whatever  necessity  should  demand. 

TWENTY-SEVENTH  BBGIMENT  MILITIA. 
Company  H. 
laaAc  N.  Gregory,  captain;  Edward  B.  Young,  first  lieutenant;  Ben- 
jamin K.  Sweitzer,  second  lieutenant ;  William  Keiser,  first  ser- 
geant; Edwin  Hittle,  Thomas  Keck,  Charles  H.  Dankle,  Theodore 
Siegfried,  sergeants ;  Samuel  Anewalt,  Alfred  Ettinger,  Joseph  Bal- 
liet,  John  Stopp,  Jacob  Bass,  William  Bauham,  James  Mosser,  John 
H.  Johnson,  corporals;  Edward  Shiffert,  musician. 


Prioatea. 


John  Anthony. 
Henry  F,  Ames. 
Hiram  E.  Bectelman. 
William  H.  Backer. 
Owen  Bachnian. 
Charles  Beohm. 
Daniel  Beidelman. 
Milton  Brong. 
Samuel  P.  Bliss. 
Nicholas  Correll. 
Beuben  Desh. 
Alpheus  Desh. 
Wellington  Dicht. 
Milton  Eckert. 
Charles  Eckert. 
John  Frieze. 
Peter  Fegley. 
Eli  Fritzinger. 
Franklin  Grimm. 
Amos  Guth. 
Walter  Guetter. 
Solomon  Helfrich. 
William  Knouss. 
Charles  Kaffmon. 
Wilson  Kistler. 
Lewis  Kistler. 
Charles  Kuoues. 
Frank  P.  Lanbock. 
CoDstantine  Martin. 
Harrison  Miller. 
Hiram  Mertz 


Frank  Mertz. 
Augustus  M.  Minnich., 
Theodore  Mohr. 
Allan  D.  Moore. 
David  Overholt. 
George  Reeder. 
William  Bees. 
Walter  Beinsmith. 
Daniel  Beinhard. 
Benjamin  Smith. 
Beuben  Seip. 
Eugene  Stettler. 
Franklin  Smith. 
Hiram  S.  Shinuer. 
John  A.  Snoffer. 
Levi  SiegenfusB. 
John  Shimer. 
Christian  Smith. 
Frank  Troxell. 
Aaron  Tice. 
Theodore  Taylor. 
.John  Weiss. 
Charles  Wagner. 
Alfred  V.  Willenmyer. 
M.  Wetherhold. 
Francis  Weimer. 
Allen  Wolfinger. 
Milton  Weaver. 
Edwin  Wiand. 
Henry  Wittpnmyer. 
Edwin  C.  Yeager. 


Thirty-eighth   Regiment,    Militia   of  1863.— 

Company  B  and   a  portion   of  C  in   this  regiment 
were  from  Lehigh  County,  and  its  colonel  was  Mel- 


chior  H.  Horn,  of  Catasauqua,  from  which  locality, 
we  may  remark,  also  came  nearly  all  of  the  men 
whose  names  appear  in  the  subjoined  roster.  On 
Sunday,  June  28,  1863,  Governor  Curtin  telegraphed 
over  the  State  the  following  dispatch : 

"  The  enemy  is  appearing.  I  must  rely  upon  the 
people  for  defense  of  the  State,  and  have  called  mili- 
tia for  that  purpose.  The  term  of  service  will  be 
while  danger  is  imminent.  Send  forward  companies 
as  soon  as  possible." 

A  copy  of  the  foregoing  reaching  Catasauqua,  a 
meeting  wag  held  the  same  Sunday  afternoon  at  Lau- 
bach's  Eagle  Hotel.  A  roll  was  started  and  sixty-six 
persons  by  signing  it  signified  their  willingness  to  go 
to  the  front  for  Pennsylvania's  defense.  Two  days 
later  the  roll  was  increased  to  one  hundred  and  six- 
teen. At  noon,  on  June  30th,  the  company  organ- 
ized with  the  following  line-officers:  Captain,  Mel- 
chior  H.  Horn ;  First  Lieutenant,  Joshua  Hunt ; 
Second  Lieutenant,  Edwin  Mickley ;  and  at  one 
o'clock  they  left  for  Camp  Muhlenberg.  The  next 
morning  they  were  mustered  into  service  for  ninety 
days.  The  number  being  too  large,  some  of  the  men 
were  transferred. 

On  the  2d  of  July  the  organization  of  the  Thirty- 
eighth  Regiment  was  effected,  with  Melchior  H.  Horn 
as  colonel.  The  next  day  Gen.  Siegel  took  command 
of  the  camp,  and  commenced  forwarding  the  men  to 
the  front.  The  Thirty-eighth  was  ordered  out  on  pa- 
rade, and  the  men  were  complimented  by  Gen.  Siegel 
on  their  soldierly  appearance.  The  regiment  left 
camp  that  day  and  proceeded  to  Harrisburg  and  then 
to  Shippensburg.  Thence  they  moved  through  Cham- 
bersburg to  Camp  Advance,  where  they  were  bri- 
gaded with  the  Thirty-seventh,  Thirty-ninth,  Forty- 
first,  and  Forty-fifth  Pennsylvania  Regiments.  The 
Thirty-eighth  remained  along  the  borders  until  July 
28th,  guarding  and  repairing  railroads,  and  gathering 
in  rebel  stragglers.  On  the  28th  the  brigade  was 
ordered  to  Chambersburg,  where  the  Thirty-seventh, 
Thirty-ninth,  and  Forty-first  were  encamped  (the 
Thirty-eighth,  however,  with  the  Forty-fifth,  moved 
to  Harrisburg,  and  thence  proceeded  by  Gen.  Couch's 
orders  to  Schuylkill  County).  The  regiment  was 
mustered  out  at  Reading  on  August  7th.  There  was 
considerable  sickness  in  the  regiment  during  the 
campaign,  but  only  one  death  occurred. 

Col.  Horn,  writing  of  the  militia  in  general,  very 
truly  says,  "  With  but  few  exceptions  they  were  not 
brought  to  mortal  conflict,  but  they  nevertheless  ren- 
dered important  service.  They  came  forward  at  a 
moment  when  there  was  pressing  need,  and  had  the 
Union  army  been  defeated  at  Gettysburg  they  would 
have  taken  the  places  of  the  fallen,  and  would  have 
fought  with  a  valor  worthy  of  veterans.  .  .  .  The 
bloodless  campaigns  of  the  militia  may  be  a  subject 
for  playful  satire,  but  in  the  strong  arms  and  sturdy 
hearts  of  the  yeomanry  of  the  land,  who  spring  to 
arms  at  the  moment  of  danger,  and  when  the  danger 
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is  past  cheerfully  lay  tbem  down  again,  rests  a  sure 
guarantee  for  the  peace  and  security  of  the  country." 
Following  is  the  roster  of  the  Lehigh  County  men 
in  this  militia  regiment: 

THIRTY-EIGHTH  KEGIMENT   (THREE  MONTHS),  EMERGENCY 
MILITIA   OF  1863. 
Company  B. 
Mustered  in  July  3, 1863;  mustered  out  Aug.  7, 1863. 
Melchior  H.  Horn  (pro.  to  colonel  July  3, 1863),  Joshua  Hunt,  captains; 
Edwin  Mickley,  first  lieutenant ;  John  Morrison,  second  lieutenant; 
Henry  Welty,  first  sergeant;  William  Stewart,  William  Williams, 
Robert  Steward,  Charles  G.  Earp,  sergeants  ;  Frederick  Eagle,  Wil- 
liam Andreaa,  William  A.  McKibben,  John  H.  Nolf,  Llewellyn 
Thomas,  Milton  Berger,  Evan  Edwards,  Charles  Grafiin,  corporals; 
Franklin  Eckensperger,  James  Courtney,  musicians. 
Privates. 

Jacob  Donecker. 


Charles  Andrews. 
Reuben  A.  Boyer. 
David  P.  Bowen. 
John  Barr. 
Joseph  Broadseller. 
John  Black. 
William  Boyle. 
David  W.  Bowen. 
James  Blair. 
William  H.  Bates. 
John  Cane. 
John  Case. 
Joseph  Cane. 
Jacob  Case. 
William  J.  Craig. 
John  Couway. 
John  Church. 
George  Hopkins. 
John  Hunter. 
William  H.  Hock. 
Peter  Haut. 
Joseph  Humphries. 
Thomas  James. 
Samuel  Kiefi'er. 
William  Krone. 
Uriah  Kurtz. 
Peter  Keeling:. 
John  Kieffer. 
Allen  Kurtz. 
Charles  Lantz. 
Tilghman  H.  Moyer 
James  Moran. 
George  Matchett. 
Tilghman  Michael. 
Daniel  Milson. 
William  Miller. 
Joseph  McMullen. 
James  McCleary. 
Joseph  McFetridge. 
James  McNab. 


David  Davis. 
Morgan  Emanuel,  Jr. 
Owen  W.  Eastman. 
James  W.  Fuller. 
Charles  D.  Fuller. 
Orange  M.  Fnller. 
Jacob  Funk. 
Adam  Freund. 
Berthold  Fritchey. 
Samuel  Fries. 
Adam  Fulton. 
Joseph  Forrest. 
John  GroBB. 
Lewis  Gntenday. 
Thomas  Hunt. 
John  Hille. 
Samuel  McKeague. 
David  McFetridge. 
John  McClenaghan. 
Dennis  McFadden. 
Godfrey  Osenheimer. 
Enoch  Philips. 
Jonathan  Price. 
Thompson  Porter. 
David  P.  Porter. 
Henry  Kaup. 
William  Rankin. 
J.  H.  Stoflet. 
John  D.  Snyder. 
Franklin  Smith. 
John  Stewart. 
Charles  D.  C.  Troxell. 
John  J.  Thomas. 
William  R.  Thomas. 
Benedict  Vantram, 
Evan  Williams. 
David  Williams. 
William  Young. 

Daniel    Yoder,    pro.    to    hospital 
steward  July  3,  1863. 


Company  C. 
Mustered  in  July  3, 1863;  mustered  out  Aug.  7, 1863. 
The  following-named  persons  were  mustered  into  Company  C. 
William  Biery.  William  H.  Horn. 

Franklin  Bower.  John  Keifel. 

Tilghman  Breisch.  Simon  H.  Kester. 

John  W.  Campbell.  Alfred  Lynn, 

William  Hopkins.  George  H.  Minnich. 

William  Wheeler,  to  Co.  E  (Capt.  Edwin  Kelley)  of  the  same  regiment 
Samuel  C.  Wolle,  to  Co.  F,  37th  Regt.  (Capt.  John  R.  Porter),  of  which 

he  was  made  1st  sergt. 
F.  P.  Laubach,  to  Co.  H,  27th  Regt.  (Capt.  Isaac  N.  Gregory). 

Forty-first  Regiment,  Militia  of  1863.— Com- 
panies D,  I,  and  K  of  this  regiment  were  from  Lehigh 
County,  and  were  recruited  at  AUentown.    They  went 


to  Reading,  and  were  there  mustered  into  service  July 
1, 1863.  They  remained  there  until  the  5th  for  equip- 
ment, and  towards  evening  of  that  day  took  the  train 
for  Carlisle.  They  proceeded  ten  or  twelve  miles 
beyond  that  place  and  found  the  track  torn  up. 
They  then  marched  to  Chanibersburg,  where  they 
received  orders  to  march  to  Mercersburg.  "Near 
South  Mountain  the  corps  under  Gen.  Warren,  of 
which  this  regiment  was  a  part,  had  a  skirmish  with 
the  rebels,  who  were  on  the  retreat  from  Gettysburg, 
but  the  Forty-first  being  in  the  rear,  did  not  partici- 
pate. The  corps  was  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle  the 
next  morning,  but  the  rebels  had  fled.  The  regiment 
then  returned  to  a  point  near  Greencastle  and  camped 
for  two  days,  when  Company  I,  a  company  from 
Lancaster,  and  another  from  Wilkesbarre  were  sta- 
tioned as  provost  guard  at  Gen.  Warren's  headquar- 
ters. The  men  were  discharged  on  August  3d  and  4th. 
Following  are  rosters  of  the  Lehigh  County  men  in 
this  regiment : 

FORTY-FIRST  REGIMENT  (THREE   MONTHS),  EMERGENCY 

MILITIA    OF   1863. 

Mustered  in  July  1, 1863  ;  discharged  Aug.  3-4, 1863. 


Field  and  Staff  Officees. 


Maj.  John  H.  Oliver. 


Q.M.  Abraham  B,  Longaker. 


Company  D. 


Walter  H.  Seip,  captain ;  Benjamin  C.  Roth,  first  lieutenant ;  James  A. 
Lucas,  second  lieutenant;  William  H.  SchloBser,  first  sergeant; 
Henry  Stanton,  Harrison  Butz,  James  Roney,  George  T.  Young, 
sergeants  ;  John  Nagle,  Daniel  Miller,  James  Lutz,  John  W.  Lackey, 
Henry  E.  Burger,  Charles  Laudenslager,  Henry  Wiand,  Aaron 
Fredericks,  corporals;   Andrew  Gangwere,  Dallas  Xandera,  muel- 


John  D.  Albright. 
Adam  Beers. 
Augustus  0.  Bechtel. 
Henry  D.  Custer. 
Madison  Cole. 
Edward  T.  Engleman. 
Solomon  Fatzinger. 
Nathan  Gaumer. 
John  Grotz. 
Frederick  Gangwere. 
Jacob  J.  Goeble. 
Otto  Geler. 
Henry  J.  Horn. 
Henry  A.  Heckroan. . 
C.  Lewis  Huber. 
Uriah  Hartzell. 
William  H.  Ibach. 
Henry  Ibach. 
Benjamin  F.  Ibach. 
Mosea  Kehna. 
Heniy  L.  Kenner. 
Peter  Kromer. 
Benjamin  Kleckner. 
Christian  Kuntz.   — 
Emanuel  Knanss. 
Edward  H.  Lucas. 
Israel  Lehr. 
Daniel  Lehr. 
Jesse  Lehman. 
Jacob  Loibensborger. 
Lewis  P.  Levan. 
Milton  T.  Laudenslager. 
Gotleib  Lutch. 
Wellington  Martin. 
William  P.  Mohr. 


Private! 


George  Nunnemacker. 
James  Kagle. 
Jesse  F.  Oehs. 
Edward  Oehs. 
Charles  Preston. 
Lewis  P.  Queen. 
Reuben  Raub. 
George  W.  Reese. 
William  Reinhard. 
Charles  Richler. 
John  H.  Ross. 
William  Roth. 
William  A.  Roney. 
Henry  C.  Roth. 
Tilghman  S.  P.  Reiss. 
Augustus  E.  Sherer. 
Benjamin  F.  Schwartz. 
Tilghman  H.  Snyder. 
Israel  Schneck. 
Jeremiah  Sherer. 
Peter  Schultz. 
Walter  P.  SchoU. 
Peter  Screiber. 
Jeremiah  S.  Shuman. 
John  L.  Schreiber. 
Jesse  Smith. 
Clinton  P.  Trexler. 
James  H.  Unger. 
Dopeu  Uberoth. 
Frederick  Wilt. 
Peter  Werner. 
Henry  Weinsheimer. 
Peter  Weller. 
Henry  E.  Willemyer. 
William  Young. 
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Company  I. 
Charles  Kecb,  captain;  David  H.  Kline,  first  lieutenant;  Stephen 
Smith,  second  lieutenant;  Levi  Krauss,  first  sergeant;  Abner  A. 
Campbell,  George  Diefl'enderfer,  James  A.  Beiber,  Alfred  G.  Peter, 
sergeants ;  Daniel  Eeinsmith,  Gideon  H.  Smith,  Benjamin  J. 
SchloBser,  Joseph  Hough,  David  Deily,  Charles  Leiaberger,  David 
Pfaff,  Daniel  H.  Snyder,  corporale;  John  Roth,  musician. 


PHvatea. 


Benjamin  AUender. 
Jacob  H.  Berger. 
"William  S.  Berger. 
James  Bachman. 
William  P.  Berkenmoyer. 
Peter  Benner. 
Eugene  Breifogle. 
Sylvester  Beiber. 
Lewis  Baer. 
Samuel  Belliet. 
Francis  Belliet. 
Alfred  Baige. 
Solomon  Bachman. 
David  Clauss. 
Peter  Coop. 
Wilson  Drukenmiller. 
James  DeloogT") 
Aaron  Drukenmiller. 
John  Evans. 
Josiah  Fatzinger. 
William  F.  Frey. 
Jonas  Frey. 
Lewis  Frack. 
Phaon  W.  George. 
Jonas  Gehry. 
John  Grof. 
John  Greber. 
Levi  Hflaf. 
Ellas  Hartman. 
Phaon  Hausman. 


Stephen  Hallman. 

Milton  Kachliue. 

Ephraim  Keeser. 

Jonas  Ludwig. 

John  D.  Long. 

Jacob  Oswald. 

Ellis  J.  Peter. 

Alfred  Peter. 

Asher  T.  Queer. 

James  Beinsmith. 

Leon  F.  Boeder. 

Samuel  Bitter. 

Irwin  Raber. 

Joseph  Ray. 

John  Ratley. 

Solomon  Reinsmitb. 

Eli  Rinert. 

Sebastian  Silliman. 

Paul  Smith. 

Joseph  Snyder. 

Jacob  Seiss. 

Levi  Smith. 

Daniel  Snyder, 

Willougbby  T.  Shoemaker. 

David  Steffan. 

Harash  Troxel. 

Aaron  West. 

Philip  Werley. 

John  Wilbert. 

Robert  Young. 


Company  K. 
John  H.  Oliver  (pro.  to  major  July  5,  1863),  Charles  Mertz,  captains; 
Abiel  Heilman,  first  lieutenant;  Henry  Fried,  second  lieutenant; 
Thomas  Snyder,  first  sergeant ;  William  J.  Reichart,  John  A.  Young, 
William  G.  Moyer,  Henry  C.  Huber,  sergeants;  Henry  Trexler? 
Daniel  Smith,  Milton  Bieber,  Jeremiah  Transue,  David  Hardner, 
William  Haaa,  John  Lenz,  Sylvester  Weller,  corporals  ;  Stephen  A. 
Henry,  Charles  0.  Moore,  musicians. 


Privates. 


Samuel  S.  Apple. 
Blackford  Barnes. 
Charles  Bennett. 
Adolph  Clauss. 
Hugh  Cassily. 
Edwin  Desch. 
John  H.  Eiseuhart. 
Tilghman  S.  Frederick. 
Robert  Fatzinger. 
Benjamin  Fatzinger. 
Daniel  C.  Fritz. 
Benjamin  Fink. 
Charles  W.  Gorr. 
Andrew  M.  Gangwere. 
John  J.  Gorr. 
James  Gallagher. 
Charles  Hart. 
Moses  Ho£fman. 
George  C-  Hand, 
Solomon  Heberly. 
David  Howard. 
Henry  Hardner. 
Philip  Hill. 
John  Hill. 
Philip  Helwert. 
Edwin  Jacoby, 
Charles  Kramer. 
Henry  Kemerer. 


Harrison  Kern. 
Willougbby  Kern. 
William  M,  Land  is. 
John  La  Roche. 
Josiah  Lefevre. 
George  Minnig. 
Owen  Metz. 
Henry  Moore. 
William  C.  Moore. 
John  Manhart. 
John  Moyer. 
Aaron  Moyer. 
Josiah  D.  Moll. 
John  Musenheimer. 
Wilson  B.  Moyer. 
Andrew  Nagle. 
Theodore  Nagle. 
Tilghman  Ott. 
William  Ruhe. 
Werner  Ruhe. 
Lewis  Both. 
Edward  Reichard. 
Amandus  Sieger. 
Christian  Stahly. 
Tilghman  Steinberger. 
Hiram  T.  Shaffer. 
Ludwig  Shultz. 
Joseph  Stempfle. 


Edwin  Shaffer. 
Charles  Schott. 
Achilles  Smith. 
George  Smith, 
John  H.  Seislove. 
William  H.  Trumbowor. 
Russel  A.  Thayer. 


Christian  Valtz. 
Benjamin  Wonderly. 
Charles  Wolf. 
Frederick  Woikle. 
George  Yauas. 
John  H.  Young. 


Action  of  the  County  Authorities  during  the 
War. — Scarcely  had  the  first  soldiers  from  Lehigh 
County  entered  the  field,  when  public  action  was 
taken  toward  relieving  such  families  as  were  pecu- 
niarily distressed  by  the  absence  of  the  men  who  sup- 
ported them.  At  a  special  meeting  of  the  county 
commissioners  a  petition,  indorsed  by  "  many  citizens 
of  Lehigh  County,"  was  handed  in,  ''praying  for  an 
appropriation  out  of  the  common  funds  to  support  the 
families  of  those  who  might  be  in  need  during  the 
absence  of  their  men  or  soldiers  who  proposed  to  de- 
fend the  country's  flag."  It  was  resolved  by  the  com- 
missioners to  appropriate  five  thousand  dollars  in 
installments  of  five  hundred  dollars  each  to  be  dis- 
tributed at  such  periods  as  might  be  deemed  proper. 

On  Jan.  1,  1862,  the  commissioners  gave  evidence 
of  their  recognition  of  new  necessities  by  resolving 
to  raise  the  county  tax  to  forty  cents  upon  the  one 
hundred  dollars  and  the  State  tax  to  twenty-five 
cents  on  the  one  hundred  dollars,  and  to  levy  a  spe- 
cial tax  of  fifty  ceots  per  head  for  militia  purposes. 

During  the  same  year  it  became  necessary  or  expe- 
dient to  offer  a  county  bounty.  At  a  meeting  of  the 
commissioners  on  July  28th,  a  committee  of  citizens, 
appointed  at  a  public  meeting,  presented  themselves, 
and  requested  an  appropriation  for  the  recruits  re- 
quired from  the  county  to  fill  the  quota  required  by 
the  Governor.  The  commissioners  made  an  appro- 
priation for  this  purpose  of  ten  thousand  dollars,  of 
which  fifty  dollars  was  to  be  paid  to  each  and  every 
recruit  (the  quota  being  two  hundred  men). 

But  more  men  were  demanded  than  it  was  at  first 
thought  would  be  needed,  and  upon  Sept.  5,  1862,  the 
commissioners,  upon  the  recommendation  of  a  mass- 
meeting  of  the  citizens  of  the  county,  held  at  Allen- 
town,  resolved  to  appropriate  out  of  the  funds  of  said 
county  the  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars  as  a  bounty 
to  each  soldier  recruited  in  said  county  and  regularly 
mustered  into  the  service  of  the  United  States  as  a 
volunteer  (not  exceeding  the  quota  allotted  to  said 
county  under  the  call  for  three  hundred  thousand 
men  to  be  raised  by  a  draft),  and  the  sum  of  fifty  dol- 
lars to  all  those  persons  who  have  enlisted  in  said 
county  and  been  mustered  into  the  old  regiments  now 
in  the  said  service  since  the  date  of  the  last  county 
appropriation,  or  who  may  hereafter  enlist  in  said 
regiments.  On  September  15th  it  was  resolved  that 
the  bounty  thus  oflTered  should  be  allowed  until  the 
25th  of  the  month,  and  that  none  should  be  paid 
either  to  those  enlisting  in  the  old  or  new  regiments 
after  that  date. 

The  county  tax  was  raised  two  mills  on  the  one 
hundred  dollars,  or  to  fifty  cents,  on  April  13,  1863, 
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and  at  the  same  time  the  State  tax  was  increased  to 
three  mills,  or  thirty  cents,  on  the  one  hundred  dollars. 

On  June  30th,  when  the  necessity  for  State  defense 
had  become  urgent,  the  commissioners  resolved  to  pay 
twenty  dollars  per  month  to  each  and  every  recruit 
for  that  service  for  a  period  not  to  exceed  three 
months. 

It  was  on  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day  that  this 
action  was  taken  that  Capt.  Walter  H.  Seips'  com- 
pany of  eighty-five  men  left  Allentown.  Each  of 
them  received  twenty  dollars,  being  a  month's  pay  in 
advance,  the  total  reaching  seventeen  hundred  dollars. 
Other  companies  which  left  the  county  for  the  de- 
fense of  the  border  soon  afterward  received  similar 
compensation. 

Though  there  were  not  wanting  in  Lehigh  County, 
as  elsewhere,  those  who  were  enemies  of  the  Union 
cause,  the  great  majority  stood  firmly  loyal,  and  either 
bore  arms  or  supported  generously  with  influence  and 
money  the  great  movement  which  resulted  in  the 
overthrow  of  a  gigantic  rebellion. 


CHAPTEE    XII  L 

INTERNAL  IMPROVEMENTS. 

The  principal  works  of  internal  improvement  in 
Lehigh  County  have  been  confined  to  the  immediate 
valley  of  the  Lehigh  River.  First  came  the  laborious 
operations  for  making  the  river  navigable,  undertaken 
and  accomplished  by  the  Lehigh  Coal  and  Naviga- 
tion Company.  Subsequently  the  system  of  trans- 
portation thus  established  was  superseded  by  the 
canal,  which  proved  more  effective,  and,  like  numerous 
others  in  the  country,  was  frequently  referred  to  as  an 
"  artery  of  commerce."  But  the  time  came  when 
the  flow  of  traific  in  this  channel  was  regarded  as  of 
the  slow  venous  rather  than  the  rapid  arterial  charac- 
ter, and  the  demand  for  a  swifter  and  stronger  servant 
led  to  the  construction  of  the  Lehigh  Valley  Eailroad, 
which  had  its  origin  in  the  enterprise  of  a  few  lead- 
ing citizens  of  this  county.  The  completion  of  this 
road  in  1855,  its  successful  operation,  and  the  disaster 
by  which  were  destroyed  the  river  improvements  of 
the  Lehigh  Coal  and  Navigation  Company  in  1862, 
led  that  great  corporation  to  abandon  the  idea  of  re- 
constructing their  dams  and  docks  above  Mauch 
Chunk,  to  substitute  therefor  a  railroad,  and  ulti- 
mately to  extend  it  down  the  river  to  Easton.  Thus 
the  Lehigh  and  Susquehanna  Eailroad  replaced  the 
navigation  system  of  the  Upper  Lehigh,  and  supple- 
mented the  company's  carrying  business  by  canal  on 
the  Lower  Lehigh. 

All  of  these  improvements  had  as  their  chief  ob- 
ject the  placing  of  Carbon  County  coal  in  the  Phila- 
delphia and  other  important  markets,  and  followed 
naturally  and  logically  the  mining  operations  of  the 


Lehigh  and  other  companies.  For  this  and  for  other 
reasons  which  are  obvious  we  shall  give  a  connected 
and  detailed  account  of  them  in  a  voluminous  chap- 
ter of  the  history  of  Carbon  Couaty,  and  here  attempt 
only  to  state  the  facts  concerning  certain  Lehigh 
County  connections  and  other  improvements  entirely 
independent  of  the  coal-carrying  canal,  and  the  two 
railroads  that  vie  with  each  other  for  the  traffic  of  the 
valley,  which,  at  least  in  Lehigh  County,  they  have 
in  a  large  measure  been  the  means  of  creating. 

It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  while  the  discovery 
and  mining  of  coal  in  Carbon  County  and  the  upper 
Lehigh  and  Schuylkill  region  led  to  the  establish- 
ment of  these  great  means  of  transportation,  the 
canal  and  the  railroads  were  the  causes  which  in  turn 
operated  to  bring  into  existence  the  heavy  iron  indus- 
tries of  Lehigh  County,  as  well  as  to  give  outlets  for 
its  surplus  agricultural  wealth.  Thus  the  counties 
were  wedded  and  placed,  as  it  were,  in  reciprocal  re- 
lations, in  which  each  was  vastly  benefited  by  the 
other. 

The  Earliest  Railroad  Enterprise  in  Lehigh 
County  was  one  which  had  for  its  object  the  attain- 
ment of  a  result  similar  to  that  aimed  at  by  the  pro- 
jectors of  the  canal,  the  Lehigh  Valley  Eailroad,  and 
the  Lehigh  and  Susquehanna  Eailroad, — that  is,  the 
penetration  of  the  coal-fields.  We  find  that  on  March 
17,  1838,  the  Hamburg,  Allentown,  Bethlehem  and 
Easton  Eailroad  Company  was  incorporated  by  act  of 
the  General  Assembly.  This  corporation  was  com- 
posed of  a  number  of  men  who  sought  to  build  a 
railroad  from  a  point  on  the  Schuylkill  Eiver,  near 
Hamburg,  passing  through  Kutztown,  in  Berks 
County,  to  Allentown,  and  thence  through  Beth- 
lehem to  Easton.  By  the  provisions  of  the  act  the 
work  was  to  be  commenced  within  five,  and  com- 
pleted within  ten,  years.  The  country  was,  however, 
not  ready  for  such  a  railroad  enterprise,  and  the  pro- 
ject was  abandoned,  never  to  be  re-entertained,  the 
building  of  other  lines  obviating  the  necessity  of  this 
one  in  later  years. 

The  Perkiomen  Railroad.— The  next  railroad 
project  in  which  the  people  of  Lehigh  County  be- 
came interested  was  that  which  led  finally  to  the 
construction  of  the  Perkiomen  Eailroad.  As  early  as 
1849  or  1850  this  project  was  talked  of,  and  on  April 
23,  1852,  a  charter  was  procured  for  the  Norristown 
and  Freemansburg  Eailroad  Company,  with  power  to 
build  a  road  between  the  points  named.  A  supple- 
ment to  the  charter,  procured  April  18,  1853,  granted 
the  right  to  make  Allentown  the  terminus.  The 
name  was  changed,  April  6,  1854,  to  the  Norristown 
and  Allentown  Eailroad  Company,  and  on  Nov.  23, 
1865,  to  the  Perkiomen  Eailroad  Company.  Up  to 
this  time  no  work  of  importance  had  been  done  upon 
the  line;  but  soon  after  the  final  change  in  title 
operations  were  commenced  at  the  junction  of  the 
Philadelphia  and  Reading  Eailroad  below  Phcenix- 
ville.    Track  was  laid  to  Collegeville,  and  for  a  year 
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or  two  that  place  was  the  terminus  of  the  road.  Then 
it  was  extended  to  Pennsburg.  In  1874  work  was 
commenced  at  the  north  end  of  the  line,  at  Emaus. 
In  the  winter  of  1875  the  tunnel  at  Vera  Cruz  was 
finished,  and  in  the  spring  of  1876  trains  began  run- 
ning regularly  to  Allentown.  This  line  is  now  under 
control  of  the  Philadelphia  and  Reading  Railroad 
Company. 

The  Catasauqua  and  Fogelsville  Railroad.— The 
first  company  obtaining  a  charter  to  make  operations 
on  this  line  contemplated  only  the  construction  of  a 
plank  road,  and  was  incorporated  April  5,  1853,  as 
the  "  Catasauqua  and  Fogelsville  Plank  Road  Com- 
pany.''   An  amendment  of  the  charter,  made  April  5, 
1853,  allowed  the  Crane  Iron  Company  to  become 
subscribers  to  the  stock,  and  by  a  supplement  to  the 
charter  passed  April  20,  1854,  the  company  was  au- 
thorized to  build  a  railroad  instead  of  a  plank  road 
(if  they  thought  it  best)  to  connect  with  the  Lehigh 
Valley  Railroad.     The  name  of  the  corporation  was 
changed  to  keep  it  in  conformance  with  the  purpose 
of  its  existence.    In  February,  1856,  the  company  was 
authorized  to  extend  the  railroad  to  LongSwamp  town- 
ship, in  Berks  County,  to  connect  with  the  iron  mines 
there,  and  by  a  supplement  to  the  charter,  made  in 
April,  1861,  authority  was  given  to  construct  a  branch 
to  the  iron-ore  beds  in  Lehigh  and  Berks  Counties,  not 
to  exceed  six  miles  in  length.     The  road  was  built  in 
1856-57,  a  distance  of  nine  miles,  at  a  cost  of  about 
two  hundred  and  sixty  thousand  dollars,  which  was 
furnished  by  the  Crane  Iron-Works  and  the  Thomas 
Iron- Works.    In  1859-60  the  road  was  extended  two 
and  a  half  miles  to  Trexlertown,  and  in  a  few  years 
afterward  was  extended  to  Alburtis,  where  a  junction 
was  made  with  the  East  Penn  Railroad.    Still  later  it 
was  built  to  the  Lehigh  Mountain  and  beyond  the 
ore-beds  to  Rittenhouse  Gap,  about  a  mile  and  a  half 
from  Berks  County.     Quite  a  remarkable  iron  bridge 
on  this  line,  said  to  have  been  the  largest  of  the  kind 
in  the  United  States  at  the  time  it  was  constructed, 
spans  Jordan  Creek  in  South   Whitehall  township. 
From  a  description  of  it  contributed  to  the  Journal 
of  the  Franklin  Institute,  by   Elwood  Morris,  civil 
engineer,  we  extract  the  following:     "The  extreme 
length  of  the  bridge  is  eleven  hundred  and  sixty-five 
feet,  and  the  iron  superstruction  consists  of  eleven  spans 
of  one  hundred  feet  each.     These  spans  are  of  a  sus- 
pension truss,  each  truss  being  sixteen  feet  high,  and 
the  two  trusses  necessary  to  carry  a  single-track  rail- 
road being  spaced  ten  feet  clear  apart.     The  trusses 
are  supported  upon  a  group  of  cast-iron  pillars  of 
cruciform  section,  connected  and  braced  together  in 
stages,  and  firmly  stayed  laterally  by  heavy  wrought 
iron  bracing-rods  bolted  to  the  masonry.    These  skele- 
ton piers  of  cast  and  wrought  iron  stand  upon  low 
piers  of  solid  masonry  raised  above  the  line  of  flood, 
and  pointed  at  both  ends.     The  single-track  railway 
crosses  the  deck  of  the  iron  bridge  in  a  straight  con- 
tinuous line.      Early  in  July  this  bridge  .   .  .  was 


tested  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  the  company  with 
a  loaded  train  drawn  by  a  locomotive,  the  whole 
train  weighing  upon  each  span  of  one  hundred  feet, 
one  hundred  and  thirteen  tons,  or  more  than  one  ton 
to  the  foot  lineal,  which  was  the  test-load  contracted 
for.  The  first  stone  was  laid  Aug.  27,  1856,  and  the 
first  locomotive  crossed  July  14,  1857,  the  whole  hav- 
ing been  completed  in  less  than  a  year,  at  a  cost  of 
about  seventy-seven  thousand  dollars  for  the  entire 
structure." 

The  present  ofiicers  of  the  Catasauqua  and  Fogels- 
ville Railroad  are  George  T.  Barnes,  president ;  John 
Williams,  secretary  and  treasurer;  Charles  W.  Chap- 
man, general  superintendent. 

Slatington  Branch  of  the  Lehigh  Valley  Rail- 
road.— A  short  branch  railroad  was  built  from  the 
Lehigh  Valley  Railroad,  at  Slatington,  to  Slatedale 
in  1860,  work  upon  it  being  completed  in  December 
of  that  year.  The  contractors  were  John  and  Wil- 
liam Craig,  of  Lehigh  Gap.  This  road  was  constructed 
for  the  accommodation  of  the  slate  trade,  and  has 
but  little  miscellaneous  traflSc. 

East  Penn  Railroad.— By  legislative  act  of  March 
9,  1856,  the  Reading  and  Lehigh  Railroad  was  incor- 
porated, and  invested  with  power  to  construct  a  rail- 
road from  a  point  at  or  near  the  junction  of  the 
Lebanon  Valley  and  Philadelphia  and  Reading  Rail- 
roads, in  the  city  of  Reading,  to  any  point  on  the 
Lehigh  Valley  Railroad,  either  in  the  county  of 
Lehigh  or  Northampton.  The  name  of  this  company 
was  changed  to  the  East  Penn  Railroad  Company  on 
April  21, 1857,  by  an  amendment  of  the  charter.  On 
April  15,  1863,  power  was  given  the  company  to  ex- 
tend the  road  to  the  Delaware  River,  and  to  construct 
a  bridge  over  that  stream.  The  road  was  built  to 
Allentown,  where  it  connects  with  the  Lehigh  Valley 
Railroad.  It  is  now  under  the  control  of  the  Phila- 
delphia and  Reading  Railroad  Company. 

The  Ironton  Railroad. — A  stock  company  was 
formed  in  1859  for  the  purpose  of  building  a  railroad 
from  a  point  on  the  Lehigh  Valley  Railroad  near 
Coplay  to  Ironton,  where  there  are  valuable  ore-beds. 
A  charter  was  obtained  March  4th,  and  the  work  of 
construction  was  commenced  soon  afterwards.  It  was 
finished  in  1860,  at  a  cost  of  about  seventy  thousand 
dollars.  The  principal  stockholders  were  Tinsley 
Jeter,  Jay  Gould  &  Co.,  of  New  York,  and  E.  W. 
Clarke  &  Co.,  of  Philadelphia.  About  1870  the  greater 
portion  of  the  stock  owned  by  these  individuals  was 
sold  to  Robert  Lenox  Kennedy,  president  of  the 
Commercial  National  Bank  of  New  York,  by  whom 
it  was  retained  until  the  sale  of  the  road,  in  1882,  to 
the  Thomas  Iron  Company  of  Hokendauqua,  by  which 
corporation  it  is  still  owned.  From  the  organization 
of  the  company  until  the  sale  of  the  road  Eli  J. 
Saeger  was  its  president.  This  road,  with  its  branch 
from  Ironton  to  Saegersville  and  into  the  ore  region 
beyond,  opened  one  of  the  richest  hematite  ore  beds 
in  the  county,  and  has  proved  a  valuable  enterprise. 
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The  Berks  County  Railroad.— On  March  29, 1871, 
a  company  was  incorporated  by  act  of  Assembly  to 
construct  a  railroad  "from  a  point  on  the  Wilmington 
and  Reading  Railroad,  at  or  near  Birdsboro',  in  Berks 
County,  by  the  most  available  route  to  and  through 
the  city  of  Reading,  and  thence  connecting  with  any 
railroad  or  railroads  now  built  in  the  county  of 
Lehigh."  The  company  was  also  authorized  to  con- 
struct branch  roads  not  to  exceed  twelve  miles  in 
length,  and  to  establish  a  telegraph  line.  It  was  one 
of  the  provisions  of  the  charter  that  the  road  should 
be  completed  by  the  1st  of  July,  1874.  It  was  duly 
built  to  Slatedale,  where  it  was  connected  with  a 
branch  of  the  Lehigh  Valley  Railroad.  In  1876  the 
company  experienced  financial  troubles,  and  the  road 
was  finally  leased  to  the  Philadelphia  and  Reading 
Company  for  ninety-nine  years.  Afterwards  the  first 
mortgage  bonds  of  the  Berks  County  Railroad  Com- 
pany were  exchanged  for  Philadelphia  and  Reading 
bonds,  and  the  road  came  under  the  entire  control  of 
the  company  named.  This  railroad  passed  through 
the  valley  of  Maiden  Creek,  in  Berks  County,  and 
those  of  Jordan  and  Trout  Creeks,  in  Lehigh  County, 
and  furnishes  an  outlet  for  slate-quarries  in  the  last- 
named  valley. 


CHAPTER. XIV. 
THE    LEHIGH    COUNTY    AGRICULTURAL    SOCIETY. 

Lehiijh  County  has  attained  an  enviable  reputa- 
tion throughout  the  State  as  a  rich  agricultural  dis- 
trict, wisely  and  well  developed  by  an  enterprising 
class  of  farmers.  One  of  the  largest  factors  in  the 
recent  advancement  of  the  agricultural  interest  has 
been  the  county  society's  annual  fairs.  These  ex- 
hibitions have  been  the  means  of  stimulating  the 
farmer  to  put  forth  his  best  efforts,  and  their  excel- 
lence drawing  great  throngs  of  people  from  adjoining 
counties,  as  well  as  from  all  parts  of  Lehigh,  they 
have  served  a  valuable  educational  purpose,  and 
afforded  countless  suggestions  in  regard  to  improved 
implements  and  methods  of  work.  Could  the  results 
of  these  fairs  be  definitely  ascertained,  it  would  un- 
doubtedly be  found  that  they  have  caused  a  great 
increase  in  the  agricultural  wealth  of  the  county,  and, 
indeed,  of  a  still  wider  field. 

The  society  is  now  over  thirty  years  old.  In  1850  ! 
and  1851  a  number  of  the  leading  farmers  and  some 
other  citizens  became  interested  in  the  project  of 
forming  an  agricultural  society  and  holding  annual 
exhibitions.  They  procured  copies  of  the  constitution 
and  by-laws  of  several  county  societies  in  Massat;hu- 
setts  and  other  States,  and  held  several  meetings  at  the 
Eagle  Hotel  at  Allentown,  at  Ruchville,  Breinigs- 
ville,  and  Millerstown.  The  first  meeting,  however, 
at  which  any  definite  action  was  taken  was  one  held 


at  the  house  of  William  Leisenring,  in  Egypt,  White- 
hall township,  on  Jan.  24,  1852,  of  which  Daniel 
Beisel  was  president,  and  Dr.  D.  A.  Moser  secretary. 
At  this  meeting  it  was  resolved  to  organize  an  agricul- 
tural society  for  Lehigh  County,  and  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  prepare  a  constitution,  and  report  at  an 
adjourned  meeting  at  the  room  of  the  commissioners 
in  the  court-house  at  Allentown,  Feb.  3,  1852.  This 
committee  was  composed  of  Jesse  M.  Line,  of  Allen- 
town ;  John  Yost,  of  Salisbury ;  Charles  Witman,  of 
Saucon  ;  Charles  Foster,  of  Upper  Milford;  James 
Weiler,  of  Lower  Macuugie ;  William  Mink,  of  Upper 
Macungie ;  Jacob  Grim,  of  Weissenberg ;  Joseph 
Moser,  of  Lynn;  David  Knerr,  of  Lowhill;  Andrew 
Peters,  of  Heidelberg ;  John  Fenstermacher,  of  Wash- 
ington ;  Edward  Kohler,  of  North  Whitehall ;  Peter 
Mickley,  of  South  Whitehall ;  Charles  Ritter,  of 
Hanover;  and  George  Beisel,  of  Northampton. 

The  meeting  was  held  at  the  time  and  place  ap- 
pointed, Daniel  Saeger  being  called  to  the  chair  as 
president,  while  Henry  Yeager  was  chosen  vice-pres- 
ident and  Jacob  Dillinger,  secretary.  An  address  was 
delivered  by  R.  E.  Wright,  Esq.  Edward  Kohler,  of 
the  committee  appointed  at  the  previous  meeting,  re- 
ported a  constitution,  which,  after  being  read,  was 
adopted.  Edward  Kohler  was  elected  president;  fif- 
teen vice-presidents  were  chosen,  one  from  each  town- 
ship ;  Jesse  M.  Line  was  elected  recording  secretary ; 
Dr.  David  0.  Moser,  corresponding  secretary ;  and 
Owen  L.  Schreiber,  treasurer. 

Arrangements  were  subsequently  made  for  holding 
a  fair  on  the  6th,  7th,  and  8th  of  October.  For  this 
purpose  the  use  of  a  plat  of  ground,  containing  about 
five  acres,  was  secured  from  Jles-srs.  Pretz  &  Wein- 
shimer.  This  was  upon  the  corner  of  Fourth  and 
Union  Streets.  The  ground  was  fenced  in  a  novel 
manner,  posts  being  set  firmly  in  the  ground,  and  a 
muslin  screen,  about  seven  feet  high,  being  carried 
from  one  to  another  entirely  around  the  plat.  Out- 
siders were  thus  prevented  from  seeing  the  exhibition. 
The  fair  was  successful  beyond  the  hopes  of  the  most 
sanguine.  A  large  number  of  articles  were  exhibited, 
and  large  crowds  of  visitors  attended  each  day.  The 
premiums  paid  amounted  to  $163.50.  One  of  the  fea- 
tures of  this  fair  was  an  address  delivered  on  the 
grounds,  October  6th,  at  "  early  candle-light,"  by  E. 
E,  Wright,  Esq.  George  W.  Toering,  Esq.,  also  ad- 
dressed the  members  of  the  society  and  others  at  the 
court-house,  and  on  the  Sth  of  October  the  closing 
address  was  delivered  in  German  by  Rev.  Jeremiah 
Shindel. 

So  generally  had  the  people  been  interested  in  the 
fair,  that  the  managers  felt  warranted  in  taking  steps 
towards  making  it  a  permanent  institution.  Accord- 
ingly they  decided  to  purchase  a  tract  of  land  in  the 
northern  part  of  the  town,  containing  eight  acres. 
This  property,  owned  by  William  Mattern,  was  se- 
cured, at  a  cost  of  two  thousand  dollars,  before  the 
close  of  the  year,  and  the  deed  was  recorded  Jan.  1, 
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1856.  To  this  was  added  three  acres  and  five  perches, 
hought  for  $1045.84  from  Owen  Saeger.  In  the  spring 
of  1856  the  grounds  were  fenced  and  the  central  build- 
ing and  an  ofiSce  erected. 

Preparations  for  the  second  exhibition  were  made 
on  a  liberal  scale,  and  it  proved  a  greater  success  from 
every  point  of  view  than  the  first.     The  succeeding 
fairs  were  all  creditable  and  well  attended,  and  the 
society  attained  an  excellent  condition  and  reputa- 
tion.    It  was  thought  advisable  in  1854  to  reorganize 
the  society  as  a  stock  company.     The  constitutions  of 
many  other  societies  were    then   obtained,  and  the 
managers  compiled  from  them  a  constitution-  for  the 
government  of  the  Lehigh  County  Agricultural  So- 
ciety, which  embodied  all  of  the  most  wise  and  de- 
sirable provisions.     At  the  annual  meeting  in  Febru- 
ary, 1855,  the  proposition  for  a  change  to  the  form  of 
a  stock  company  was  laid  before  the  society.     The 
plan  was  to  issue  shares  at  ten  dollars  each,  and  to 
allow  every  person  holding  one  or  more  to  have  one 
vote  in  the  decision  of  all  important  matters  concern- 
ing the  society.     The  change  was  effected  and  the 
results  have  been  very  gratifying.     Ou  the  13th  of 
August,  1855,  the  society  was  incorporated  under  a 
general  act.     Dividends  on  stock  were  prohibited  by 
the  constitution,  and  the  receipts  of  the  society  have 
all  been  expended  in  the  purchase  of  real  estate,  im- 
provement of  the  grounds,  erection   and  repair  of 
buildings,  and  in  premiums.     The  purchase  of  addi- 
tional ground  gives  to  the  society  fourteen  acres.  This 
is  even  in  surface,  with  a  slight  slope  southward,  and 
forms  one  of  the  finest  places  for  an  agricultural  ex- 
hibition imaginable.    The  buildings  are  commodious 
and  tasteful  structures,  admirably  adapted  to  their 
several  uses,  and  the  general  arrangement  is  exceed- 
ingly convenient.    The  fame  of  the  Lehigh  County 
fairs  has  gone  abroad  throughout  Eastern  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  they  are  annually  attended  by  immense 
throngs  of  people.    An  idea  of  the  large  attendance 
and  of  the  consequent  flourishing  condition  of  the 
society  may  be  gained  from  the  following  table,  show- 
ing the  annual  income  from  the  date  of  organization 
to  the  present  : 


1852 $1,200 

1863 2,200 

1854 2,700 

1855 4,000 

1856 2,600 

1857 2,:10() 

1858 2,479 

1859 2,666 

1860 2,710 

1861 1,883 

1862 No  fair. 

1863 2,679 

1864 2,870 

1865 4,946 

1866 3,868 

1867 6,362 

1868 6,869 


1869.. 
1870.. 
1871.. 
1872.. 
1873.. 
1874.. 
1876.. 
1876.. 
1877.. 
1878.. 
1879.. 
1880.. 
1881.. 
1882.. 
1883.. 


$6,930 
6,118 
7,359 
8,000 
8,862 
7,813 
7,185 
4,465 
5,781 
6,886 
6,493 
7,207 
7,937 
8,066 
8,761 


Total $166,914 


The  following  are  the  names  of  the  officers  of  the 
society  from  1852  to  1884 : 

Freddents.— Edward  Kohler,  1852;  Hiram  J. 
Shantz,  1855;  Col.  George  Beird,  1859;  Owen  L. 
Schreider,  1860;  Hiram  J.  Shantz,  1869;  Solomon 
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Griesemer,  1870  ;  Owen  L.  Shreider,  1871 ;  Enos  Erd- 
man,  1873  to  1884. 

Secretaries. — Jesse  Line,  1852 ;  Augustus  L.  Ruhe, 
1854;  Joshua  Stehler,  1856;  L.  P.  Hecker,  1875; 
W.  J.  Hoxwerth,  1876 ;  L.  P.  Hecker,  1877  to  date. 

Treaaxrers. — Owen  L.  Schreider,  1852;  A.  G.  Eenin- 
ger,  1855 ;  J.  P.  Barnes,  1873 ;  Ephraim  Grim,  1875 
to  1884. 

Enos  Erdman,  the  late  president  of  the  Lehigh 
County  Agricultural  Society,  was  one  of  the  best 
representative  men  of  the  county  in  all  its  varied 
interests.  Born  April  16, 1822,  in  Upper  Saucon  town- 
ship, the  oldest  son  of  Hon.  Jacob  Erdman,  he  was  the 
proper  representative  of  his  family,  whose  history  from 
the  early  settlement  of  the  township  is  sketched  else- 
where in  this  work.  Industry,  integrity,  energy,  a 
spirit  of  social,  business,  and  public  enterprise,  a  large 
and  fine  physique  were  the  prominent  characteristics 
by  which  he  was  known .  Primarily  a  farmer,  he  took  a 
thorough  and  practical  interest  in  agriculture,  holding 
the  position  of  president  of  the  agricultural  society 
for  the  last  twelve  years  of  his  life.  He  also  engaged 
in  mining  and  manufacturing,  was  a  bank  director, 
and  was  frequently  selected  to  manage  important 
private  trusts.  He  was  one  of  the  projectors  of  the 
Allentown  and  Coopersburg  turnpike,  and  was  presi- 
dent of  the  turnpike  company  from  its  beginning  to 
the  time  of  his  death.  Like  his  father,  whose  efforts 
in  the  Legislature  in  behalf  of  the  public  school  sys- 
tem were  recognized  as  largely  eflfective  of  its  adop- 
tion in  Pennsylvania,  he  fostered  educational, institu- 
tions, public  and  private,  and  was  at  one  time  a 
trustee  of  Muhlenberg  College.  In  comparatively 
early  life  he  was  captain  of  a  cavalry  company — the 
Saucon  Troop — in  the  volunteer  military  service. 
Ardent  and  influential  in  politics,  he  never  sought 
for  any  office  of  emolument,  but  was  often  given 
places  of  distinction. 

He  was  a  prominent  Odd-Fellow,  Mason,  and 
Knight  Templar,  and  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the 
lodge  of  A.  F.  M.,  at  Coopersburg. 

He  died  on  March  22,  1884,  at  his  home  at  Centre 
Valley,  while  yet  in  the  full  prime  of  lite,  and  was 
buried  under  the  same  monument  with  his  father  at 
Woodland  Cemetery,  at  St.  Paul's  Church  (Blue 
Church),  of  whose  Lutheran  congregation  he  was  a 
member,  it  being  the  same  church  and  burial-place 
where  his  ancestors  worshiped  and  were  buried  during 
nearly  a  century  and  a  half  preceding  his  death.  His 
widow,  Ann,  a  daughter  of  Solomon  Keck,  of  Salis- 
bury township,  and  three  sons,  C.  J.  Erdman,  Esq. 
(of  Allentown,  a  prominent  member  of  the  Lehigh 
County  bar),  Preston  K.  Erdman,  Esq.  (a  member  of 
the  Philadelphia  bar),  and  Dr.  Frank  C.  Erdman 
(residing  at  his  father's  house),  survive  him. 


114 


HISTORY"  OP  LEHIGH   COUNTY,  PENNSYLVANIA. 


CHAPTEE    XV. 

GEOLOGY  OF  LEHIGH  COUNTY.i 

The  geology  of  Lehigh  County,  in  common  with 
that  of  Northampton  and  Berks  Counties,  is  divided 
by  geologists  into  three  periods,  representing  three 
great  divisions  of  time,  called  respectively — 

1.  Azoic  or  Eozoic. 

2.  Palseozoic. 

3.  Mesozoic. 

To  these  may  be  added  the  Caiuozoic  (or  new  life) 
rocks,  comprising  all  recent  deposits  up  to  the  present 
day,  though  this  division  has  never  been  recognized 
by  the  State  geologists,  and  is  only  sparingly  repre- 
sented in  the  muds  and  gravels  along  the  Lehigh 
River  and  lesser  streams  of  the  county. 

Of  the  other  three  divisions,  the  Azoic  or  Eozoic  is 
the  oldest,  and  comprises  a  great  mass  of  rocks  with- 
out— or,  more  properly,  with  but  little — evidences  of 
life,  as  their  name  suggests. 

1.  Azoic  Rocks  of  Lehigh  County.— To  this  age 
the  whole  South  Mountain  belt  of  rocks  is  to  be  re- 
ferred, extending  from  Easton,  on  the  Delaware,  un- 
interruptedly to  Reading,  on  the  Schuylkill,  where 
they  sink  under  a  plain  of  the  next  highest  division 
or  PalsBOzoic  rocks,  which  in  this  county  constitute 
the  limestones  and  slates  of  the  Great  Valley,  and  the 
sand  rocks  of  the  North  or  Kittatiuny  Mountain. 

In  other  parts  of  the  United  States  and  in  Canada 
this  Eozoic  formation,  by  all  odds  the  thickest  of  the 
divisions  above- referred  to,  is  capable  of  subdivision 
into  at  least  six  rock  masses,  of  which  the  Lehigh 
Hills  or  South  Mountains  comprise  only  the  lowest  or 
Laurentian  member,  all  the  other  five  upper  mem- 
bers, if  deposited  here  at  all,  having  been  eroded  and 
frittered  away  to  build  up  the  various  formations  of 
the  palaeozoic  system. 

The  thickness  of  this  mass  of  rock  is  unknown,  for 
forming  as  it  does,  the  base  of  our  observed  rock  sys- 
tem, we  can  have  no  knowledge  of  how  much  of  the 
formation  is  still  hidden  from  us. 

Undoubtedly  it  took  a  much  longer  period  of  time 
in  its  formation  than  the  overlying  systems,  and  even 
since  the  palajozoic  era  it  has  undergone  so  many 
physical  and  chemical  changes  as  to  almost  totally 
obliterate  its  original  character  and  composition. 

It  must  be  remembered  by  the  people  of  Lehigh 
and  adjoining  counties,  that  this  South  Mountain 
range,  now  averaging  one  thousand  feet  above  sea- 
level,  was,  in  past  geological  ages,  an  immense  moun- 
tain system,  rising  to  a  height  of  at  least  five  miles, 
covered  by  thirty  thousand  feet  of  newer  rocks,  com- 
prising the  limestones  and  slates  of  the  Great  Valley, 
the  sand  rocks  of  the  North  or  Blue  Mountain,  the 
shales,  hydraulic  limestones,  and  sandstones  of  the 
Stroudsburg  and  Lehighton  Valley,  the  red  and  white 


sandstone  of  the  Mauch  Chunk  Mountain,  and  the 
coal  measures  to  the  north  of  it.'' 

The  effect  of  the  great  pressure  of  this  superincum- 
bent mass  of  rocks  on  the  eozoic  floor  may  be  imag- 
ined, and  such  changes  of  constitution  have  been 
brought  about  by  it  as  to  secure  for  this  Laurentian 
mass  the  name  among  geologists  of  crystalline  or 
metamorpMc  rocks. 

Remnants  of  the  vast  palaeozoic  system  are  still  to 
be  found  in  patches  on  the  South  Mountain  crestei,  as 
at  St.  Peter's  Church,  near  the  Berks  County  line,  and  ■ 
in  the  included  valleys  of  limestone  and  slate  in  the 
very  heart  of  the  mountains. 

A  glance  at  the  colored  map  of  Lehigh  County 
will  show  at  once  the  extent  of  the  Laurentian  for- 
mation colored  pink,  and  the  frequency  of  the  palse- 
ozoic  patches  still  left  in  the  mountain  folds. 

Of  the  character  of  these  rocks  it  may  be  said,  in  a 
general  way,  that  there  are  principally  two  kinds, — 1, 
Distinctly  stratified,  thick-bedded,  massive  gneiss;  a 
mixture  of  granular  quartz  and  pink  or  white  feld- 
spar, with  a  general  absence  of  mica,  corresponding 
to  that  variety  of  gneiss  which  Professor  Dana  has 
called  granulite;  2.  A  stratified  syenite,  in  which 
there  is  a  preponderance  of  hornblende  and  asso- 
ciated minerals;  a  considerable  proportion  of  feld- 
spar, but  little  or  no  quartz. 

Magnetic  oxide  of  iron  grains  are  abundantly  dis- 
seminated through  the  hornblendic  rocks,  and  much 
that  has  been  called  hornblende  in  these  strata  is 
really  magnetite.  It  is  also  a  constituent  of  the 
granulite  rock. 

Talcose,  chloritic  and  micaceous  slates,  such  as 
are  abundantly  found  in  the  newer  Huronian  gneisses 
in  York,  Adams,  and  Lancaster  Counties,'  rarely 
present  themselves  among  the  Lehigh  County  gneiss 
rocks. 

It  would  be  impossible  to  classify  these  two  prin- 
cipal members  throughout  the  mountain  range,  for 
they  imperceptibly  grade  into  one  another.  The 
writer  met  the  same  difliculty  in  his  survey  of  Berks 
County  (D^  vol.  i.,  part  ii.),  and  there,  as  here,  the 
only  practical  guide  to  their  geographical  distribution 
is  the  greater  erosion  of  the  hills  made  up  of  the 
softer  granulite  rocks,  and  the  consequent  higher 
ground  occupied  by  the  horiibkniUc  variety.  The 
latter  hills  present  rugged  sides  and  crests,  are  sterile 
and  rocky,  and  generally  wooded.  The  former  pre- 
sent rounded  hills  with  considerable  soil,  and  are 
those  mostly  cultivated  in  the  mountain  region. 

In  Lehigh  County  the  mountain  mass  is  split  in 
two  by  the  beautiful  Saucon  Valley,  made  up  of  newer 
paheozoic  moa.sures.  The  western  half  of  the  division 
forms  more  properly  what  is  locally  known  as  the 
Lehigh  Mnantain.,  a  belt  two  miles  wide,  composed 


1  By  E.  V.  d'Invilliers, 


2  Soe  remarks  of  Profossor  .7.  P.  Lesley,  Report  D,  p.  60,  of  the  Peun- 
sylvauia  Geological  Survey. 
"  See  Reports  C,  OC,  CCC,  Penn.  Geological  Survey. 
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chiefly  of  the  harder  syenitic  gneiss,  and  extending 
from  the  Lehigh  Eiver  at  Bethlehem  southwest, 
through  Upper  Saucon,  Saulsburg,  and  Upper  Mil- 
ford  townships. 

The  eastern  division  is  mostly  confined  to  North- 
ampton County,  where  it  forms  the  well-known 
Morgan,  Bougher,  and  Hexenkopf  hills.  Passing 
into  Lehigh  County  from  near  Leithsville,  it  occupies 
portions  of  Upper  Saucon  and  Lower  Milford  town- 
ships, joining  the  western  division  in  the  latter  town- 
ship, and  forming  with  it  a  mountain  area  four  miles 
wide  along  the  Berks  County  line. 

This  second  division,  bordering  the  Mesozoic  red 
shale  of  upper  Bucks  County,  is  the  western  extension 
of  the  great  Masconetcunk  Mountain  range  of  New 
Jersey.  But  in  Pennsylvania,  along  the  Delaware,  its 
summits  are  only  from  four  hundred,  and  fifty  to  five 
hundred  and  thirty  feet  above  tide-level,  which  has 
given  rise  here  to  the  name  of  Durham  Hills  for  this 
New  Jersey  mountain  range. 

These  mountain  ridges  are  evidently  made  up  of 
closely-folded  anticlinals,  though  the  form  of  struc- 
ture can  be  actually  observed  at  but  few  places.  It  is, 
however,  a  fact  commonly  accepted  by  all  geologists 
who  have  worked  in  the  region  that  they  have  both 
anticlinal  shape  and  structure.  The  arches  are 
almost  everywhere  bent  over  northwards,  producing 
a  steep  dip  in  the  north  leg  of  the  anticlinal,  and  a 
gentler  dip  in  the  south  leg,  but  both  inclining  towards 
the  southeast.  This  fact  will  often  confuse  the  student 
of  structure  here,  but  it  in  no  way  impairs  the  rule 
governing  the  structure  of  this  mountain  and  valley 
area  from  the  Delaware  to  the  Schuylkill  Rivers, — viz., 
of  inverted  or  overturned  anticlinals  and  synclinals. 
Within  these  Laurentian  rocks  are  the  magnetic  ore 
mines  of  Durham,  in  Bucks  County,  Dillingersville, 
New  Zionsville,  Alburtis,  and  Lock  Ridge,  in  Lehigh, 
as  well  as  the  recently  discovered  deposits  of  corun- 
dum near  Shimersville. 

Just  north  of  the  Lehigh  Mountain,  a  synclinal 
trough,  through  which  the  river  runs  from  Allentown 
to  Bethlehem,  divides  the  main  mountain  mass  from 
two  outlying  patches  of  gneiss,  one  east  of  the  river  at 
Allentown,  and  the  other  on  the  Little  Lehigh  Creek, 
in  Saulsburg  township,  in  the  heart  of  the  Great  Val- 
ley. They  are  important  as  evidences  of  the  spread 
of  this  gneiss  formation  underlying  the  limestone 
belt  of  the  valley,  as  it  does  the  smaller  Durham  and 
Saucon  Valleys.  These  little  detached  ridges  must  be 
looked  upon  as  parts  of  underground  mountains  still 
covered  with  limestone. 

2.  PalaBOZoic  Rocks  of  Lehigh  County.— These, 
the  second  division  of  the  rocks  of  Lehigh  County  in 
point  of  age,  are  such  as  give  evidence  of  the  exist- 
ence of  former  life,  and  frequently  such  in  abundance. 
In  point  of  territory,  they  are  more  widely  distributed 
in  Pennsylvania  than  any  other  system,  being  succes- 
sively brought  to  the  surface  by  repeated  folds  through 
the  interior  and  eastern  part  of  the  State.    However, 


they  by  no  means  equal  in  thickness  the  eozoic  meas- 
ures from  which  they  have  been  derived. 

Potsdam  Sandstone,  No.  I. — The  lowest  member  of 
this  division  in  the  county  is  the  "Potsdam  sandstone, 
usually  a  triple  formation  of  lower  and  upper  slate 
and  a  middle  white  sandstone  or  quartzite.  This 
formation  Professor  Henry  D.  Rogers,  in  the  first 
survey  of  the  State,  called  primal,  adding  a  fourth 
lower  member  of  conglomerate,  marking  the  base  of 
the  formation.  Only  the  two  upper  members,  the 
sandstone  or  quartzite  and  the  upper  slate,  have  so 
far  been  noticed  in  this  county.^ 

The  (primal)  upper  slate  forms -the  transition  layer 
between  the  sandstone  and  the  overlying  Siluro-Cam- 
brian  limestone  of  the  Great  Valley.  Its  thickness 
varies  greatly  in  different  parts  of  the  county,  in 
some  places  thinning  out  entirely,  and  elsewhere  at- 
taining a  thickness  of  several  hundred  feet.  This 
slate  has  been  colored  on  the  map  as  part  of  the  lime- 
stone area,  as  it  contains  the  range  of  the  brown 
hematite  ore  banks,  which  occurs  between  the  lime- 
stone and  sandstone  nearly  the  whole  length  of  the 
county.  It  is  by  far  the  most  important  member  of 
the  series  from  an  economical  point  of  view. 

To  the  primal  white  sandstone,  colored  buff  on  the 
map,  whose  junction  with  the  underlying  gneiss  marks 
the  horizon  of  another  very  important  class  of  ores, 
the  red  hematites  or  specular  ores,  is  assigned  a  thick- 
ness of  only  thirty  feet  in  the  State  Geological  Re- 
ports, though  going  westward  into  Berks  County  it 
gains  in  thickness  what  the  slate  loses. 

The  two  lowest  members,  so  largely  developed  in 
the  south,  seem  to  have  thinned  out  entirely  before 
reaching  Pennsylvania,  and  evidences  of  a  non-con- 
formability  between  Potsdam  and  gneiss  are  frequent. 
One  such  typical  occurrence  is  well  seen  south  of 
Easton,  on  the  Delaware. 

The  sandstone  usually  consists  of  a  compact  quartz- 
ite, gray  to  blue  in  color  when  freshly  broken,  and 
weathering  to  a  yellowish  brown,  and  becoming  pock- 
marked from  the  dissolution  of  small  specks  of  fel- 
spathic  material  contained  in  the  rock.  It  is  fre- 
quently characterized  by  well-preserved  specimens 
of  scolithus,  a  delicate,  stem-like  fossil. 

In  Lehigh  County  this  formation  will  be  found 
everywhere  flanking  the  north  base  of  the  mountains, 
and  dipping  northwest  unconformably,  on  southeast 
dipping  gneiss  from  the  Lehigh  River,  at  Allentown, 
to  the  Berks  County  line.  It  occurs  similarly  be- 
tween the  gneiss  and  limestone  in  the  Saucon  and 
Durham  Valleys,  though  apparently  absent  south  of 
Saucon  Valley  P.  O.,  where  the  gneiss  and  lime- 
stone are  in  direct  contact.  A  small  patch  of  it  covers 
the  north  flank  of  the  outlying  gneiss  ridge  in  Sauls- 
burg township,  northwest  of  Emaus.  Quite  an  exten- 
sive area  of  it  still  covers  the  Laurentian  rocks  in  Upper 
Milford  township,  indicating  the  evident  former  con- 


1  See  Eeport  D^,  vol.  i.  p.  210,  of  the  State  Geological  Reporti. 
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cealment  of  the  whole  gneissic  region  by  palaeozoic 
measures,  the  subsequent  wearing  away  of  which 
covering  has  allowed  extensive  areas  of  the  eozoic 
floor  to  be  exposed.  The  mines  of  specular  ore,  or  red 
hematite,  at  Vera  Cruz,  Shimersville,  and  Zionsville, 
are  generally  referred  to  this  formation. 

Siluro- Cambrian  or  Auroral  Limestone. — This  di- 
vision of  the  palaeozoic  rocks,  under  the  name  Mag- 
nesian  limestone  No.  II.,  as  is  frequently  used  in 
the  Pennsylvania  Geological  Reports,  comprises  the 
Calciferous  sandrock,  Chazy,  Bird's-Eye,  and  Black 
River  limestones  of  the  New  York  geologists.  The 
Trenton  limestone,  being  non-magnesian,  forms  an 
upper  distinct  member  of  the  formation,  immedi- 
ately under  the  Hudson  River  (matinal)  slates  No. 
III. 

The  color,  texture,  and  composition  of  the  lime- 
stones vary  greatly.  Blue  and  dove  are  the  most 
prevailing  tints,  but  the  limestones  may  be  said  to 
show  all  shades  from  pure  white  to  black.  The  lime- 
stone along  the  foot  of  the  South  Mountain  is  not 
only  hard,  flinty,  and  compact,  but  even  semi-crys- 
talline. It  apparently  everywhere  lies  conformably  on 
the  Potsdam  sandstone  No.  I.  formation  beneath  it. 
The  thickness  of  the  limestone  formation  in  Lehigh 
County  is  uncertain,  for  the  apparently  regular  sur- 
face of  the  valley  conceals  a  very  troubled  aud  irregu- 
lar floor,  from  three  to  seven  miles  wide,  so  compli- 
cated and  contorted  as  to  defy  accurate  measurement 
or  interpretation  of  dips. 

Its  general  structure  is  a  series  of  tightly  com- 
pressed rolls  and  basins,  some  regular,  some  over- 
turned, twisted,  and  even  snapped.  One  of  the  most 
distinct  and  longest  basins  is  the  synclinal  extend- 
ing from  AUentown,  between  the  South  Mountains  and 
the  line  of  Pine  Knob,  Quaker  Hill,  and  Chestnut 
Hill,  southwest  toward  Alburtis. 

A  second  marked  trough  is  bounded  on  the  north 
by  the  great  anticlinal,  which  crosses  the  Lehigh 
River  a  mile  above  Catasauqua.  A  third  synclinal 
borders  the  slate  belt,  and  is  deeper  than  the  other 
two,  because  it  holds  the  lower  members  of  the 
overlying  slate  formation.  The  anticlinal,  north  of 
this,  brings  up  to  the  surface  the  limestone  areas  at 
Kreidersville,  and  the  patch  on  Catasauqua  Creek, 
two  miles  above  Weaversville,  in  Northampton 
County. 

The  upper  or  Trenton  limestone  is  probably  best 
seen  on  the  Lehigh  River,  at  Siegfried's  bridge.  The 
beds  of  this  member  are  much  sought  after  by  the 
farmers,  as  they  are  non-magnesian,  and  make  a  very 
pure  and  strong  lime.  On  passing  southeast  from 
Siegfried's  bridge  the  limestones  become  generally 
more  magnesian  until  near  the  contact  line  of  the 
two  members  of  the  formation,  the  hydraulic  lime- 
stone occurs,  so  long  and  favorably  worked  at  the 
Coplay  Cement  Quarries. 

The  extent  of  this  limestone  formation  is  shown  on 
the  map  by  a  blue  color.     In  general,  its  southern  limit 


usually  outlines  the  northern  border  of  the  South 
Mountains,  except  at  Bethlehem  in  Northampton 
County,  where  it  continues  south  through  a  break  iu 
the  mountains  and  joins  the  Saucon  Valley  basin 
extending  through  into  Upper  Saucon  township.  The 
north  limit  is  the  edge  of  the  Hudson  River  slates  of 
No.  III. 

The  great  majority  of  the  ores  in  the  limestone  are 
limonite,  more  commonly  called  brown  hematite.  It 
is  the  hydrated  ferric  oxide,  containing  when  pure 
59.89  per  cent.  iron.  The  two  most  important  and 
persistent  ore  horizons  in  the  county  occur  at  the  eon- 
tact  of  the  Siluro-Cambrian  limestone  with  the  Pots- 
dam upper  (damourite)  slate,  and  the  other  at  the 
junction  of  either  the  Magnesian  or  Trenton  lime- 
stone with  the  slate  of  No.  III.  It  is  from  the  da- 
mourite slate  occurring  there  that  the  great  mass  of 
iron  ore  is  obtained  for  the  Lehigh  Valley  furnaces. 

Between  these  two  horizons,  usually  carrying  ore  in 
situ,  there  are  local  deposits  of  ore  spread  through  the 
centre  of  the  valley.  These  partake  of  a  pocketty, 
irregular  nature,  and  are  not  usually  to  be  relied  upon 
as  persistent  ore  mines. 

The  most  important  of  the  iron-ore  mines  of  Lehigh 
County  is  the  fronton  Mine,  both  from  its  size  and 
the  excellent  quality  of  the  ore  it  has  furnished.  A 
full  analysis  of  its  ore  will  be  focmd  further  on.  In 
addition  to  the  brown  hematite  ores  it  would  not  be 
out  of  place  in  this  short  sketch  to  note  the  occurrence 
of  a  valuable  zinc  deposit  near  Friedensville,  in  the 
Saucon  Valley. 

Hudson  River  Slates  So.  III.  [Matinal  of  Prof. 
Rogers). — This  is  the  third  member  of  the  Palseozoic 
series,  and  occupies  all  that  portion  of  the  Great  Valley 
lying  between  the  North  Mountain  and  the  edge  of  the 
limestone  on  the  south,  with  a  breadth  of  about  eight 
miles  on  the  Lehigh  and  twelve  miles  along  the  Berks 
County  line.  It  is  an  irregularly  accented  low  hill 
country,  very  greatly  cut  up  by  numerous  streams  and 
rivulets.  The  whole  mass  is  one  formation  corre- 
sponding to  the  Hudson  River  slate  formation  of  New 
York,  though  occasionally  traces  of  a  lower  Utica 
black  slate  formation  intervene  between  it  and  the 
Trenton  limestone.  It  may  be  divided  into  two 
members,  the  upper  being  more  massively  bedded 
and  therefore  supporting  a  more  elevated  country, 
constituting  the  southern  slope  of  the  North  Moun- 
tain. The  slate  mass,  like  the  limestone,  is  highly 
plicated  with  numerous  local  anticlinal  and  syncli- 
nal rolls,  aud  dips  overturned ;  is  greatly  worn  down, 
concealing  exposures  and  rendering  measurements 
difficult. 

In  Northampton  County,  along  the  west  bank  of  the 
Delaware,  Mr.  R.  H.  Sanders  estimates  five  thousand 
two  hundred  and  forty  feet  as  a  conservative  thickness 
for  the  formation,  and  suggests  six  thousand  feet  as 
a  probable  thickness.'     He  says,  "  These  five  or  six 

1  D:',  vol.  i.  p.  85. 
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thousand  feet  of  rock  consist  of  beds  of  slate  varying 
in  thickness  from  one  one-hundredth  of  an  inch  up 
to  at  least  thirty  feet,  being  nearly  all  of  a  dark-gray, 
bluish-black  color,  fine  and  coarse  grained,  with  oc- 
casional beds  of  sandstone,  which  are  not  persistent.'' 
Within  this  formation  are  frequently  found  important 
beds  of  roofing  slates,  and  a  full  description  of  the 
various  openings  in  the  county  will  be  found  in  D^, 
vol.  i.,  of  the  State  Geological  Survey  Reports. 

State-quarrying  and  the  preparation  of  slate  for 
roofing  and  school  purposes  form  an  important  indus- 
try in  the  county.  Most  of  the  larger  quarries  are 
situated  in  the  neighborhood  of  Slatington  and  Slate- 
dale.  Cleavage  is  a  marked  characteristic  of  these 
slates,  greatly  facilitating  the  work  of  preparing  them 
for  market.  The  extent  of  the  formation  is  shown  by 
a  gray  tint  on  the  map.  The  upper  mass,  immedi- 
ately beneath  the  Oneida  conglomerate  No.  IV.,  of 
the  North  Mountain,  is  well  exposed;  but  between 
this  point  and  Slatington  the  slates  are  so  twisted  and 
broken  that  it  is  impossible  to  formulate  the  bed  se- 
quence or  depict  the  structure.  The  flexures  are  fre- 
quently so  sharp  as  to  produce  almost  parallelism  in 
the  arms  of  the  folds. 

At  the  Lehigh  Water  Gap  these  slates  are  last  seen 
dipping  northwest  conformably  under  the  sand  rocks 
of  the  mountains  which  form  the  north  boundary  line 
of  the  county. 

Oneida  and  Medina,  No.  IV. — This  latter  forma- 
tion. No.  IV.  (Levant  of  Prof.  Rogers),  consists  of 
a  lower  Oneida  conglomerate  and  an  upper  Medina 
white  sandstone,  with  an  intermediate  Medina  red 
shaly  sandstone.  The  two  white  sand  rocks  make 
the  ribs  of  the  double-crested  mountain.  They  are 
economically  unimportant,  and  create  a  generally 
sterile  soil.  They  mark  the  last  and  highest  sub- 
division of  the  palaeozoic  measures  in  Lehigh  County, 
and  I  have  now  to  refer  to  a  much  more  recent  forma- 
tion, the 

3.  Mesozoic  or  New  Eed  Sandstone.— The  term 
mesozoic  (middle  age)  is  applied  to  this  formation 
because  it  was  deposited  after  all  the  palaeozoic  (old 
age)  formations  had  been  completed  and  lifted  out  of 
the  ocean  at  the  close  of  the  uppermost  coal  measure 
(Permian)  era,  at  which  time  Middle,  Northern,  and 
Western  Pennsylvania  became  dry  land,  leaving  a 
belt  of  Eastern  Pennsylvania  still  under  water.  The 
name  New  Red  sandstone  was  given  to  it  in  England 
to  distinguish  its  rocks  from  the  Old  Eed  sandstone  of 
Scotland,  made  famous  by  the  researches  of  Hugh 
Miller. 

In  Lehigh  County,  these  rocks  are  only  represented 
along  the  BucM  County  line,  in  the  townships  of 
Upper  Saucon  and  Lower  Milford.  After  the  South 
Mountain  and  palaeozoic  highlands  had  been  consid- 
erably eroded  they  were  submerged,  during  which 
time  mesozoic  sediments  were  deposited  over  gneiss 
and  Potsdam  sandstone  bills  alike.  South  of  the 
Saucon  Valley,  for  instance,  mesozoic  rocks  form  the 


upper  part  of  a  mountain  ridge,  the  top  of  which  is 
still  nine  hundred  and  eighty  feet  above  tide,  and 
was,  of  course,  once  still  higher. 

The  north  limit  of  the  Mesozoic  formation  was 
probably  a  limestone  ridge,  and  the  subsequent  more 
rapid  erosion  and  disintegration  of  the  limestone 
than  the  mesozoic  strata  has  left  the  latter  standing 
as  a  highland,  and  reduced  the  former  to  a  line  of 
valleys  between  the  edge  of  the  mesozoic  rocks  and 
the  mountains.  It  is  but  sparingly  represented  in 
Lehigh  County,  in  a  belt  from  one  to  two  miles  wide, 
made  up  entirely  of  red  sandstone  and  shale,  and  de- 
void of  the  great  trap  dikes  and  conglomerate  hills 
that  characterize  the  formation  in  Berks,  Bucks,  and 
Montgomery  Counties.  The  topography  of  this  coun- 
try is  undulating ;  the  hills  are  furrowed ;  the  soil  is 
red ;  the  rocks  are  beautifully  stratified  ;  fine-grained, 
compact,  hard  clay  sandstones  alternating  with  beds 
of  soft  shale. 

The  Mesozoic  sandstone  of  Lehigh  County  seldom 
attains  value  as  a  building  stone.  The  shales  weather 
to  a  sticky,  wet  clay  soil.  The  sandstones  make  a 
porous,  drier  soil.  The  whole  surface  is  easily  tilled, 
and  is  mostly  under  cultivation,  the  sandstone  being 
of  shaley  constitution,  although  massive,  and  the 
shales  being  so  soft  that  the  plowshare  can  cut  into 
the  solid  mass  underlying  the  soil.  The  Mesozoic 
sandstones  and  shales  cannot  be  grouped  into  sub- 
formations,  for  they  are  not  alike.  When  traced  by 
outcrops  the  shales  graduate  into  sandstone  and  the 
sandstone  into  shale. 

The  following  analyses  of  some  of  the  limestones 
and  ores  of  the  county  may  prove  of  interest  and 
serve  the  purposes  of  this  short  article.  They  were 
mostly  made  by  Mr.  A.  8.  McCreath,  chemist  of  the 
Geological  Survey  at  Harrisburg,  who  is  to  be  cred- 
ited for  them  in  all  cases  unless  where  otherwise 
stated.  They  are  mostly  taken  from  Reports  M,  and 
MM,  D,  and  DD  of  that  survey.  The  .first  list  com- 
prises analyses  of  dolomites  or  magnesian  limestones, 
representative  of  the  largest  division  of  the  Siluro- 
Cambrian  formation.  No.  II. 

1.  2.  3.  4. 

Insoluble  residue 6.650  11.260  13.490  9.240 

Calcium  carbonate 61.920  4Y.890  61.603  48.630 

Magnesium  carbonate 41.071  39.586  32.91V  40.410 

Sulptinr trace  trace  0147  0.005 

Phosphorus 0.011  0.021  0.012  0.012 

(1)  Ruth's  quarry,  about  one  mile  north  of  Alburtis  (H.  Pember- 
ton,  Jr.). 

(2)  From  another  part  of  same  quarry. 

(3)  Mrs.  Kuhn's  quarry,  one  and  a  half  miles  northeast  of  Trexlertown. 

(4)  Frantz  quarry,  one  and  a  quarter  miles  northeast  of  Trexlertown. 

Many  other  analyses  of  the  same  class  of  rocks 
show  that  the  dolomites  vary  greatly  in  composition, 
even  in  diiferent  parts  of  the  same  quarry. 

The  following  three  analyses  are  of  limestones 
occurring  higher  in  the  measures,  and  consequently 
showing  a  larger  percentage  of  lime,  approaching 
the  Irenton  subdivision : 
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2. 

.    3. 

66.220 

83.632 

31.201 

6.402 

1.305 

1.188 

0.320 

.238 

.300 

.006 

.026 

.120 

.835 

10.980 

7.860 

1. 

Carbonate  of  lime 70.750 

Carbonate  of  niagaesia 15.256 

Carbonate  of  iron 1.398 

Bisulphide  of  iron 0.105 

Alumina 860 

Phosphorus 019 

Carbonaceous  matter 120 

Insoluble  residue 11.070 

(1)  Edward  Guth'a  quarry,  at  Guth's  Station,  four  and  a  half  miles 
west  of  Catasauqua.    Fine-grained,  dark  blue,  witb  slaty  structure. 

(2)  Thomas  Iron  Company's  quarry,  at  Guth's  Station.  Fine-grained, 
bluish  gray,  with  some  quartz. 

(3)  Ironton  Railroad  Company's  quarry,  one  mile  southeast  of  Ironton. 
Hard  and  compact,  bluish  gray  (D.  McCreath). 

Samples  of  damourite  or  hydromica  slate  were  taken 
from  various  places  in  the  county  during  the  progress 
of  the  survey,  and  as  this  bed,  occurring  near  the 
base  of  the  magnesian  limestone,  is  of  great  economi- 
cal importance  from  its  association  with  the  brown 
hematite  ores  of  the  valley,  the  following  analyses 
are  subjoined  to  show  its  general  composition : 


1. 

2. 
46.40 

'5.O6) 
24.69/ 

isise 

trace 
0.27 
6.86 
4.80 

3. 
69.30 

30.30 

trace 

trace 

161 

6.24 

4.70 

4. 

Carbonic  acid 

14.40 

Alumina 

34.06 

23  96 

177 

1  94 

Soda 

Potash 

Water 

0.74 

6.94 

6.52 

0.52 
3.34 
6.00 

Totals.., 


99.63 


102.05        102.20 


(1)  From  Kraemlich  and  Lictenwallner's  mine,  FogelsvlUe  (Dr.  F.  A. 
Genth). 

(2)  Thomas'  Iron  Company's  mine,  at  Hensingersville  (Sydney  Castle). 

(3)  Lehigh  Iron  Company's  quarry,  at  East  Penn  Junction  (Pedro  G. 
Salom). 

(4)  From  another  part  of  same  quarry. 

The  limouites  or  brown  hematite  ores  show  much 
variation  in  their  composition,  as  might  be  expected 
from  the  nature  of  the  deposit;  but  the  following 
have  been  selected  to  show  the  average  quality  of 
the  ores  in  various  parts  of  the  valley. 

The  Ironton  Mine,  at  Ironton,  as  being  the  most 
perfect  type  of  Lehigh  County  limonite  deposits,  as 
well  as  the  largest  producer,  comes  first  in  importance. 
The  greater  part  of  this  ore  has  been  shipped  in  the 
past  to  the  Cambria  Iron- Works  at  Johnstown,  Pa., 
for  the  manufacture  of  spiegeleisen. 

1.  2. 

Silica 4.846        

Manganese  binoxide 77.960  84.88 

Manganous  oxide 4.320  3.77 

Ferric  oxide 3.660        

Alumina 0.711        

Oxide  of  col'Blt 0.390  1.68 

Oxide  of  nickel trace  trace 

Cupric  oxidt' trace        

Baryta 0.152  trace 

Lime 0.770  1.90 

Magnesia 0.236  0.79 

Soda 0.368  0.19 

Potash 3,042  3.50 

Sulphuric  acid trace         

Phosphoric  acid 0.149  trace 

Water 3.980  4.38 


Total.. 


100.683 


1.  2. 

Iron 2.662        

Manganese 62.631        66.68 

Sulphur trace        

Phosphorus 063       trace 

(1)  Average  sample,  analyzed  by  Mr.  A.  S.  McCreath. 

(2)  Picked  specimen,  analyzed  by  Mr.  Henry  Pemberton,  Jr. 


The  most  southern  or  first  range  of  mines  hugs  the 
north  flank  of  Lock  Ridge  at  Alburtis,  and  trends 
(like  all  the  others)  in  a  northeasterly  direction,  par- 
allel to  the  South  Mountains.  The  position  of  the 
various  mines  can  be  determined  from  the  key-list  on 
map,  and  the  following  are  a  few  analyses  of  their  ores : 

1.  2.  3.  4. 

Iron 46.60  45.30  47.000        44.600 

Manganese 0.454  0.749  0.619  0.676 

Sulphur 0.027  0.032  0.030  trace 

Phosphorus 0  697  0.137  0.111  0.151 

Insoluble  matter 16.23  21.06  16.050        20.340 

(1)  James  Kreischman's  mine. 

(2)  Wiand's  mine. 

(3)  J.  Barber  &  Co.'s  mine. 

(4)  Hensingers  &  Saul's  mine. 

At  Barber  &  Co.'s  mine,  one  and  one-half  miles 
from  Alburtis,  near  Hensingersville,  carbonate  ore 
has  been  found,  this  being  one  of  the  few  places  in 
the  county  where  this  ore  is  known  to  exist  in  any 
quantity. 

It  is  hard  and  compact,  surface  white,  brownish 
color  on  fresh  fracture,  laminated  structure,  and 
minutely  cystallized.  It  underlies  the  brown  hema- 
tite in  this  mine,  and  shows  the  following  analysis: 

Protoxide  of  iron 45.064 

Sesqnioxide  of  iron 1.553 

Bisulphide  of  iron 457 

Alumina- 1.643 

Protoxide  of  manganese 1.150 

Limo 644 

Magnesia 1.495 

Carbonic  acid 29.330 

Phosphoric  acid 142 

Sulphuric  acid 061 

Water 420 

Insoluble  residue 17.575 

Total 99.634 

Iron 36.350 

Sulphur 268 

Phosphorus 062 

The  following  are  some  analyses  of  ores  in  the 
second  range : 

1.  2.  3.  4. 

Iron 61.26        43.00        51.950        38.00 

Manganese 0.381        4  676        0.360  1.484 

Sulphur 0.016        0.049      trace  002 

Phosphorus  0.100        0.109        0.106  0.108 

Insoluble  matter 11.01        19.06        11.430        30.97 

(1)  Ludwig's  old  mine. 

(2)  Blank's  uiine. 

(3)  Reuben  Romig's  mine. 

(4)  Milton  Lauer's  mine. 

The  third  range  of  mines,  still  farther  north,  shows: 

1.  2.  3. 

Iron 48.260  42.30  48.200 

Manganese 0.432  0.648  0.418 

Sulphur 0.045  0.026  0.105 

Phosphorus 0.025  0.100  0.168 

Insoluble  matter 18.4.50  24.12  14.810 

(1)  Frank  S.  Lichtenwallner's  mine. 

(2)  Elwyn  Ba.stian's  mine. 

(3)  Francis  Guth's  mine. 

The  fourth  range,  well  up  towards  the  No.  III. 
slates,  gives: 

1.  2.  3,  4.  6. 

Iron 48.100        46.700        51.760        46  600        36.600 

Manganese 0.360  0.648  0.309  0.144         2.932 

Sulphur 0.045  0.034  trace         trace         0.031 

Phosphorus 0,164  0.157  0.270  0.276         3.136 

Insoluble  residue 13.440        20.210        10.360        19.880        18.900 

(1)  Francis  Breinig's  mine. 

(2)  Nathan  Whitoly's  mine. 

(3)  Henry  Schwartz  and  W.  B.  Fogel's  mine. 

(4)  Alwyn  Bortz's  mine. 

(5)  Jacob  Steininger's  mine. 
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The  magnetic  ores  of  the  county  are  but  slightly 
developed,  and  when  mined  show  on  an  average  about 
forty-five  per  cent.  iron.  These  ores,  while  being 
very  low  in  phosphorus,  contain  a  great  deal  of  sili- 
cious  matter,  so  that  they  can  be  sparsely  used  with 
the  limonites,  themselves  high  in  silica.  Before  con- 
cluding this  brief  article,  it  may  be  well  to  incorpo- 
rate the  following  analyses  of  the  cement  stone  quar- 
ries at  Coplay,  on  the  Lehigh  River,  all  made  by  Mr. 
John  Eckert : 

1.  2.  3.          4.          6. 

Silica 12.88  12.81  13.72  14  68  16.03 

Alumina 4.25  4.S6  4.09  6.32  3.97 

Ferric  oxide 1.09  .97  1.04  1.12  1.93 

Carbonate  of  lime 72  87  72.64  71.64  69.26  74.12 

Sulphate  of  lime 1.60  1.68  1.79  2.29  1.19 

Carbouate  of  magnesia...    4.69  4.62  4.37  3.67  2,41 

Phosphoric  acid 0.10  0.11  0.10  0.09  0.13 

Organic  matter 1.67  1.72  1.78  1.68  1.47 

Total 99.05     99.41    98.43    98.11      100.25 


CHAPTER    XVI. 

THE  CITY  OF  ALLENTOWN. 

Settlement  and  Growth,— The  development  of 
Allentown  has  been  not  unlike  the  growth  of  the 
century  plant, — a  hundred  years  of  slow,  sure,  but 
inconspicuous  advancement,  and  then  the  sudden 
putting  forth  of  long-stored  energies  in  a  rich  and 
flourishing  bloom.  The  period  from  1762  to  1862 — 
from  the  planting  of  the  germ  of  civilization  in  the 
wilderness  to  its  fruition — was  one  of  even  and  gentle 
progression,  little  noticed ;  but  there  came  a  time 
when  the  full  force  of  its  life  was  exhibited,  and  the 
wondering  and  admiring  gaze  of  all  neighbors  was 
attracted  by  its  vigor. 

It  is  our  purpose  in  the  following  chapter  to  rescue 
from  a  fast-engulfing  oblivion  the  record  of  humble 
beginnings  nearly  a  century  and  a  quarter  ago ;  to 
mention  men  of  mark  who  have  passed  away  with  the 
flood  of  years,  and  also  many  of  those  who  are  still 
upon  the  stage,  where  they  have  played  well  their 
parts  ;  to  chronicle  notable  events;  to  sketch  the  im- 
portant institutions  of  the  town ;  to  give  some  repre- 
sentation of  its  growth  and  improvement;  and  last, 
but  not  least,  to  set  forth  those  facts  which  are  illus- 
trative of  the  genius  of  the  busy,  bustling  present, 
and  of  the  last  few  years,  during  which  industry  and 
energy  have  asserted  their  potency  in  the  roar  of 
great  furnaces,  the  rumbling  of  ponderous  machinery, 
the  resounding  blows  of  the  conquerors  of  iron,  in 
the  softer  whir  of  wheels,  the  sharp  strokes  of  flying 
shuttles  and  the  hum  of  innumerable  spindles,  in  the 
places  of  honest  toil,  where  enterprise  and  labor  join 
to  enrich  the  mass  of  men. 

The  Family  of  the  Founder— Land  Title— Trout 
Hall. — Prior  to  the  middle  of  the  eighteenth  century 
the  region  embracing  the  site  of  the  future  city  of 


Allentown  was  a  wilderness,  very  sparsely  dotted  with 
the  habitations  of  men.  The  nearest  important  out- 
post of  civilization  was  Bethlehem,  while  to  the 
northward  were  the  small  pioneer  farming  settlements, 
in  which  the  struggle  of  man  against  the  great  forest 
was  scarcely  more  than  begun, — Egypta  and  the  Irish 
Settlement.  Here  and  there  through  the  surrounding 
region,  very  few  and  far  apart,  had  been  built  the 
cabins  of  solitary  toilers  who  had  ventured  into  the 
wilderness  to  make  homes,  and  who  year  by  year 
were  widening  the  areas  of  sunshine  around  them  and 
bringing  each  summer  a  few  more  acres  of  the  virgin 
soil  under  cultivation. 

Such,  in  brief,  was  the  condition  of  the  country  in 
1735,  when  William  Allen  became  possessed  of  a  large 
tract  of  land,  including  the  site  of  Allentown,  and  so 
it  remained,  save  for  slight  and  gradual  changes,  for 
nearly  thirty  years. 

The  Aliens  occupy  a  distinguished  place  in  the 
early  history  of  Pennsylvania.  Proud  says,  "  Wil- 
liam Allen  was  the  son  of  William  Allen,  who  died 
in  Philadelphia  in  1725.  He  had  been  an  eminent 
merchant  in  the  city  and  a  considerable  promoter  of 
the  trade  of  the  province,  a  man  of  good  character 
and  estate."  ^  William  Allen,  the  younger,  had  been 
appointed  chief  justice  of  the  Supreme  Courtin  1750, 
a  position  which  he  held  for  many  years.  He  en- 
joyed the  friendship  of  the  Penn  family,  and  his 
daughter  Ann  married  Governor  John  Penn.  He 
speculated  very  extensively  in  lands,  and  by  shrewd 
and  careful  methods  secured  an  ample  fortune. 
Secretary  James  Logan,  writing  to  Thomas  Penn,  in 
England,  says  he  "had  a  method  of  procuring  a 
knowledge  of  the  quality  or  worth  of  lands,  which  he 
effected  by  private  arrangements  he  made  with  the 
surveyors  who  transversed  the  wild  lands,  ...  to 
whom  he  gave  douceurs ;  in  this  manner  he  became 
the  wealthiest  of  the  land  speculators,  as  persons  de- 
sirous of  purchasing  good  tracts  would  purchase  of 
him  in  preference  to  all  others.''  Judge  Allen  had 
married  one  of  the  daughters  of  Andrew  Hamilton, 
a  former  Deputy  Governor  under  William  Penn.  He 
had  three  sons, — Andrew,  James,  and  William. 

The  lands  in  Lehigh  County  of  which  Judge  Allen 
became  the  owner  amounted  to  about  three  thousand 
acres.  The  first  parcels  which  he  acquired  were  part 
of  a  tract  of  five  thousand  acres  granted  to  Thomas 
Penn  by  warrant,  dated  at  London,  May  18,  1732,  in 
consideration  of  a  yearly  quit-rent  of  one  shilling 
sterling  for  each  one  hundred  acres.  By  an  instru- 
ment of  writing  indorsed  upon  the  warrant,  and  bear- 
ing the  same  date,  for  a  consideration  mentioned, 
Thomas  Penn  assigned  the  warrant  and  the  five 
thousand  acres  of  land  mentioned  to  "  Joseph  Turner, 
of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  merchant,  his  heirs  and 
assigns,  forever."  By  a  like  indorsement  upon  the 
warrant,  bearing  date  Sept.  10,  1735,  Joseph  Turner 


^  Proud's  History  of  Pennsylvania,  vol.  il.  p.  188. 
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sold  and  assigned  to  William  Allen  the  warrant  and 
five  thousand  acres  of  land  mentioned  in  it.  In  pur- 
suance of  the  warrant  there  was,  in  the  language  of 
the  law,  "surveyed  unto  the  said  William  Allen,  on 
the  9th  of  October,  1735,  in  part  of  the  quantity 
therein  mentioned,  a  certain  tract  of  land  situate  in 
the  fork  above  the  western  branch  of  the  Delaware, 
in  the  county  of  Bucks  (of  which  Lehigh  was  then  a 
part),  containing  thirteen  hundred  and  forty-five 
acres  and  allowances."  By  a  deed  of  Aug.  20,  1739, 
Thomas  Penn,  "  by  virtue  of  the  powers  and  author- 
ities granted  by  John  and  Richard  Penn,  and  in  his 
own  right,  the  said  John,  Thomas,  and  Richard  Penn 
being  the  true  and  absolute  Proprietaries  and  Gov- 
ernors-iu-chief  of  the  province  of  Pennsylvania  and 
the  counties  of  New  Castle,  Kent,  and  Sussex,  on  the 
Delaware,  confirmed  unto  the  said  William  Allen, 
his  heirs  and  assigns,  the  aforesaid  thirteen  hundred 
and  forty-five  acres  and  allowance."  ^ 

It  appears  that  Judge  Allen  did  not  deed  to  his  son 
James,  the  founder  of  Allentown,  the  lands  on  which 
the  city  is  built  until  five  years  after  the  original  plat 
was  laid  out  and  the  first  houses  built.  The  transfer 
was  made  by  deed  dated  Jan.  5,  1767.'' 

Further  light  is  thrown  upon  the  land  transactions 
in  this  locality  of  William  Allen  by  an  old  draft.' 
This  shows  the  total  amount  owned  by  him  to  have 
been  three  thousand  acres,  divided  into  six  tracts. 
Tract  1,  containing  two  hundred  acres,  was  surveyed 
for  Allen  by  Nicholas  Scull,*  June  7,  1739.  Tract  2, 
containing  seven  hundred  and  sixty-five  acres,  was 
originally  surveyed  for  Joseph  Turner,  Nov.  23, 1736. 
Tract  3  was  the  island  in  the  Lehigh.  Tract  4,  con- 
taining five  hundred  and  one  acres,  was  patented  to 
William  Allen,  Aug.  13,  1739.  Tract  5,  containing 
five  hundred  and  nine  acres  and  seventy-two  perches, 
was  patented  to  Allen,  June  22, 1739.  Tract  6,  con- 
taining five  hundred  and  forty-one  acres,  was  sur- 
veyed for  Allen  by  Edward  Scull,  Oct.  28, 1740.^    The 


1  This  deed  is  recorded  in  tlie  Laud  Office  of  Pennsylvania,  in  Book  A, 
vol.  ix.  pp.  68,  69,  and  70. 

2  This  deed,  acknowledged  Jan.  13,  1767,  is  recorded  at  Eastou,  in 
Deed  Book  A,  vol.  i.  p.  91. 

3  It  was  made  by  John  Lukens,  surveyor-general  of  Pennsylvania 
from  1761  to  his  death,  in  1789.  He  was  a  native  of  Horsham  township, 
Montgomery  Co.,  and  learned  surveying  from  Nicholas  Scull. 

4  Scull  was  an  eminent  early  surveyor.  He  was  appointed  surveyor- 
general  of  Pennsylvania  in  1748,  and  held  the  office  till  his  death,  in 
1761. 

'  The  later  deed  history  of  the  Allen  lands  is  as  follows:  James  Allen, 
who  has  been  mentioned  as  receiving  the  Allentown  tract  from  his  father 
in  17C7,  died  in  178i:.  By  his  last  will  arid  testament  he  gave  his  real 
estate  to  his  son,  James  Allen,  and  his  daughters,  Ann  Penn  Allen,  Mar- 
garet Elizabeth  Allen  (intermarried  with  William  Tilghman),and  Mary 
(intermarried  with  Henry  Walter  Livingston),  as  tenants  in  common,  in 
fee-simple.  The  will  was  admitted  to  probate  by  the  register  of  wills  at 
Philadelphia  April  13, 1782,  and  was  dated  May  3,  1778,  Sometime  after 
1782,  and  prior  to  1798,  James  Allen,  Jr.,  died  in  his  minority,  without 
issue  and  unmarried  and  intestate,  whereupon,  by  operation  of  law,  hia 
interest  in  the  real  estate  descended  to  his  sister,  Ann  Penn  Allen  (after- 
wards married  to  James  Greenleaf),  Margaret  Elizabeth  (intermarried 
with  William  Tilghman),  and  Mary  (intermarried  with  Henry  Walter 
Livingston),  as  tenants  in  common. 


total  of  these  tracts  is  two  thousand  five  hundred  and 
sixteen  acres,  and  if  to  this  amount  the  area  of  the 
island  (not  stated)  and  the  allowances  be  added,  it 
would  about  equal  three  thousand  acres.  The  ad- 
joining land-owners  were  Benjamin  Eastburn,  J. 
Earthman,  William  Philips,  M.  Snyder,  G.  Stout,  J. 
Zimmerman,  J.  Rodrock  (Rothrock),  and  Giles 
Windsor. 

As  has  been  already  said,  the  region  around  the 
confluence  of  the  Little  Lehigh,  the  Jordan,  and 
the  Lehigh  River  was  very  sparsely  settled  when 
William  Allen  made  his  purchases.  It  had  pro- 
gressed so  little  beyond  the  condition  of  a  wilderness 
by  the  middle  of  the  last  century  that  game  was  al- 
most as  abundant  as  during  the  centuries  before,  when 
the  country  had  no  human  dwellers  but  the  Indians. 
The  forests  were  still  the  home  of  the  deer  and  bear, 
and  multitudinous  lesser  animals,  now  rare  or  extinct, 
and  the  sparkling  streams  swarmed  with  fishes,  among 
them  being  that  handsome  aristocrat  of  the  finny 
tribes,  the  trout,  which  from  time  immemorial  has 
been  more  eagerly  sought  by  the  angler  than  any  of 
the  humbler  aquatic  species. 

The  Aliens  appear  to  have  first  come  into  this  great 
domain  of  forest  and  stream  for  recreation  and  sport, 
and  they  founded  here  a  rural  retreat,  to  which  they 
frequently  came  from  Philadelphia,  bringing  friends, 
for  a  sojourn  in  this  beautiful  spot.  They  had  built  a 
house  within  the  present  limits  of  Allentown  as  early 
as  1753.  In  the  draft  of  a  road  surveyed  in  that  year 
from  Easton  toward  Reading,  by  J.  Schulze,  and 
afterwards  laid  out,  the  words  "  Allen's  House"  ap- 
pear where  the  city  now  is.  This  house  was  more 
familiarly  known  as  "  Trout  Hall."  An  error  has 
been  perpetuated  by  writers  on  Allentown  concerning 
this   first  human   habitation  within   its  boundaries. 


May  17,  1798,  by  deed  of  partition  between  Ann  Penn  Allen,  Wil- 
liam Tilghman,  Margaret  Elizabeth  Tilgbmau,  Henry  W.  Livingston, 
and  Mary  Livingston,  the  lands  which  had  descended  to  them  from 
James  Allen,  the  elder,  and  James  Allen,  the  younger,  were  deeded  and 
confirmed  to  Ann  Penn  Allen,  afterward  intermarried  with  James  Green- 
leaf  (acknowledged  June  C,  1798,  and  recorded  at  Easton,  in  Book  E, 
vol.  ii.  p.  374). 

By  deed  of  April  24,  ISOO,  executed  and  delivered  before  her  marriage, 
and  ill  which  James  Greenleaf  joined,  Ann  Penn  Allen  conveyed  all  her 
real  estate  unto  William  Tilghman  and  John  Lawrence,  or  the  survivor 
of  them,  in  trust,  that  they  should  convey  all  or  any  part  of  her  said 
estate  to  such  person  or  persons  as  she  should  by  writing  direct.  (Ac- 
knowledged and  recorded  same  day  at  Easton,  in  Book  E,  vol.  ii. 
p.  650.) 

Some  time  prior  to  1828  John  Lawrence  died,  leaving  William  Tilgh- 
man sole  trustee  of  the  lands  aforesaid.  Afterwards,  and  also  before 
1828,  William  Tilghman  also  died,  without  having  made  any  disposition 
of  the  trust  either  by  deed  or  will,  in  consequence  of  which  the  same 
descended  to  liis  heir-at-law,  who  was  a  minor  and  not  a  citizen  or  resi- 
dent of  Pennsylvania,  which  circumstances  rendered  him  entirely  in- 
ciipable  of  discharging  the  duties  of  the  trust,  to  the  great  injury  of 
Ann  Penn  Greenleaf.  Thereupon  the  General  Assembly  of  Pennsylva- 
nia passed  an  act  April  12, 1828,  entitled  "  An  Act  appointing  a  trustee 
of  certain  trust  estates  and  property  of  Ann  Penn  Greenleaf,  wife  of 
James  Greenleaf."    (Pamphlet  Laws,  1828,  p.  334.) 

By  this  act  the  trust  was  vested  in  Walter  0.  Livingston,  of  North- 
ampton borough,  his  heirs,  executors,  administrators,  and  assigns, as 
fully  and  effectually  as  it  had  been  in  Tilghman  and  Lawrence. 
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The  original  "  Trout  Hall"  was  not,  as  nuuiy  supposp, 
the  stone  building  which  has  been  incorporated  in 
Muhlenberg  College,  but  a  log  structure  whicli  stood 
where  now  is  Jordan  Street,  facing  the  present  Union 
Street.  Its  foundations  were  still  in  existence  when 
Jordan  Street  was  opened,  about  1845,  and  were  then 
removed.  The  second  "Trout  Hall,"  the  stone  walls 
of  which  now  form  a  portion  of  the  east  wing  of  tlie 
college  building,  was  built  many  years  after  the  log 
bouse,  and  was  a  much  more  pretentious  domicile, 
undoubtedly  having  been  designed  for  a  place  of  per- 
manent abode.  It  was  about  forty-five  feet  square, 
and  its  ample  rooms  were  wainscoted  with  walnut. 
At  the  old  "Trout  Hall,"  and  very  likely  at  the  sec- 
ond building  of  that  name,  the  guests,  as  might  be 
imagined  from  the  prominence  of  Judge  Allen,  num- 
bered some  of  the  most  notable  men  of  the  province. 
That  the  Governor  occasionally  was  one  of  the  party 
is  shown  by  a  passage  in  the  Pennsylvania  Archives, 
in  which  a  gentleman  who  called  at  the  Governor's 
house  in  Philadelphia  was  told  that  that  distinguished 
personage  was  not  at  home,  "  having  gone  with  Mr. 
Allen  to  his  fishing-place."  No  doubt  the  Little  Le- 
high and  Cedar  Creek  were  frequently  whipped  for 
trout  by  the  dignitaries  of  the  commonwealth,  who 
found  Judge  Allen's  house  a  pleasant  retreat  from  the 
cares  of  state.  The  judge  not  sympathizing  with  the 
Revolutionists  went  to  England  in  1777,  and  died 
there  three  years  later.  His  son  Andrew  went  with 
him,  and  died  in  England  in  1805,  while  William, 
who  had  joined  the  patriot  army  as  colonel,  soon  re- 
signed, put  himself  under  the  protection  of  Lord 
Howe  at  New  York,  and  also  sought  the  shores  of 
the  mother-country.  James,  the  only  male  member 
of  the  family  who  appears  to  have  been  true  to  the 
American  cause,  died  in  Philadelphia  in  1782. 

Twenty  years  or  more  before  his  death  he  laid  the 
foundations  of  the  town  named  in  his  honor.  The 
earliest  mention  of  the  hamlet  which  has  grown  into 
the  city  of  Allentown  is  under-date  of  1761.  In  De- 
cember of  that  year  a  petition  was  presented  to  the 
court  of  Northampton  County  for  "  a  road  from  Jacob 
Collier's  (Kohler's)  mill  to  Philadelphia,  to  begin  at 
said  mill ;  thence  to  Gottfried  Knows' ;  thence  through 
the  new  Town  which  is  built  on  Mr.  Allen's  land;  thence 
to  Upper  Saucon,  to  the  King's  Road."  It  is  probable 
that  the  merest  embryo  of  the  town  was  then  in 
existence.  The  next  mention  in  the  old  records  is 
slightly  contradictory  to  the  first.  It  occurs  also  in  a 
petition  regarding  a  road,  and  is  under  date  of  March, 
1762.  Divers  inhabitants  of  Whitehall  township  "set 
forth  that  the  petitioners  are  in  great  need  of  a  road 
to  lead  from  Jacob  Collier's  mill  to  a  new  town  to  be 
erected  on  part  of  a  tract  of  land  belonging  to  the 
Honorable  William  Allen,  and  thence  the  nearest  and 
best  way  to  the  King's  Highway  leading  from  Phila- 
delphia to  Bethlehem,"  and  asked  the  court  to  appoint 
viewers.  Under  date  of  June  22,  1762,  a  report  was 
made  by  a  committee   appointed  in  the   preceding 


March,  in  which  they  said,  "We,  the  subscribers,  do 
hereby  certify  that,  in  pursuance  of  an  order  of  this 
court  of  March  term  last  past,  we  did  view  and  lay 
out  a  certain  road  leading  from  Whitehall  town- 
ship to  thr  n.eiv  town  called  Northampton,  and  from 
thence  by  a  marked  black-oak  sapling  standing  by 
the  road  that  leads  from  Salisbury  to  Upper  Saucon 
township,  close  by  the  line  of  said  township.  Begin- 
ning at  a  road  that  leads  from  Trucker's  mill  to  Phil- 
adelphia; thence  south  ...  to  George  Knows' ;  thence 
south  .  .  .  to  Jordan  Creek;  thence  south  .  .  down 
saiil  creek ;  thence  south  .  .  .  across  said  creek ;  thence 
east  to  Northampton  town  ;  thence  down  Allen  Street ; 
.  .  .  thence  north  .  .  .  to  a  corner;  thence  south  .  .  .; 
thence  south  to  Little  Lehi,"  crossing  that  stream  and 
Trout  Creek,  and  so  on  to  the  terminus  already  men- 
tioned. In  this  we  have  the  first  mention  of  the  town 
by  name,  and  the  first  mention  of  a  street  laid  out. 

James  Allen  platted  that  part  of  the  present  town 
between  Fourth  and  Tenth  Streets,  and  an  equal  dis- 
tance north  from  the  Little  Lehigh.  Hamilton  Street 
was  doubtless  named  after  Governor  Andrew  Hamil- 
ton, one  of  whose  daughters,  as  we  have  shown,  was 
James  Allen's  mother.  What  is  now  Seventh  Street 
was  originally  Allen.  Linden  was  then  Andrew, 
Walnut  was  John,  Fourth  was  Tilghman,  Fifth  was 
Margaret,  Sixth  was  William,  Eighth  was  James, 
Ninth  was  Anne,  and  Tenth  was  Jefferson.  Turner 
was  doubtless  named  after  Joseph  Turner,  the  original 
owner  of  one  of  the  Allen  tracts  of  land.  The  town 
plat  was  intersected  by  two  roads  of  common  travel, 
the  first  of  which  was  the  road  from  Easton  to  Reading, 
a  link  in  the  old-time  New  York  and  Pittsburgh  route, 
now  Union  and  Jackson  Streets,  and  a  road  from 
Bake-Oven  Knob,  past  Helfrich's  Springs,  forming 
what  are  now  Seventh  and  Allen  Streets. 

It  does  not  appear  that  the  proprietor  ever  became 
a  resident  of  the  town  which  he  laid  out,  nor  were 
his  descendants  (daughters)  among  the  first  settlers. 
However,  they  lived  here  later  for  quite  a  number  of 
years,  and  for  the  sake  of  convenience  we  speak  of 
them  in  this  connection.  Ann  Penn  Allen  (Nancy) 
married  James  Greenleaf,  an  Englishman  resident  in 
Washington,  and  a  land  surveyor.  She  resided  here, 
and  died  at  the  house  upon  the  southeast  corner  of 
Hamilton  and  Fifth  Streets.  Margaret  Elizabeth 
Allen  married  William  Tilghman,  whose  great  popu- 
larity is  attested  by  the  number  of  children  named 
after  him  from  fifty  to  seventy  years  ago.  Mrs.  Tilgh- 
man died  here  in  her-  twenty-seventh  year,  and  is 
buried  under  the  German  Lutheran  Church.  Mary, 
youngest  daughter  of  James  Allen,  married  Henry 
Walter  Livingston,  and  was  the  mother  of  Walter  C. 
Livingston,  who  took  a  prominent  part  in  the  affairs 
of  the  town  for  many  years,  but  removed  from  here 
to  Philadelphia  more  than  a  quarter-century  since. 
James,  the  only  son  of  the  founder  of  the  town,  died 
in  his  minority  before  1798. 

The  Earliest  Residents,— Incidents.— Reverting 
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to  the  Allentown,  or  rather  Northampton,  of  1762,  we 
can  find  but  little  to  say  of  the  infant  settlement.  It 
is  probable  that  not  more  than  a  half-dozen  houses 
were  built  during  that  year.  The  season  was  one  of 
great  drought.  From  May  to  September  no  rain  fell. 
The  grass  was  withered  in  August,  and  the  grain 
withered  so  that  it  scarcely  yielded  as  much  as  had 
been  put  into  the  ground.  Rye  was  harvested  in 
June  and  corn  in  August,  as  life  was  gone  and  it  was 
useless  to  wait  longer.^  It  is  not  to.be  wondered  at 
that  the  prosperity  of  the  new  village  should  be  slight 
during  a  season  of  universal  want  in  the  surrounding 
country. 

One  of  the  causes  of  the  slow  growth  of  the  new 
town  was  doubtless  the  alarmed  state  of  what  were 
practically  the  frontier  settlements  on  account  of 
Indian  hostilities.  Murders  were  committed  in 
Whitehall  in  1763,  and  the  greatest  tineasiness  was 
felt  throughout  the  country.  The  state  of  feeling  in 
Allentown  was  such  that  on  one  Sunday,  as  Eev. 
Joseph  Both  was  preaching,  he  ceased,  and  a  military 
company  was  organized,  largely  through  his  efforts.^ 

There  was  no  attack  made  upon  the  town,  and  no 
harm  came  to  any  of  the  people  in  its  immediate 
neighborhood.  This  same  year  (1763)  the  few  people 
who  were  in  the  place  showed  their  enterprising  spirit 
by  making  great  exertions  to  have  the  seat  of  justice 
removed  here.  The  cause  of  their  failure  was  doubt- 
less the  fact  that  Easton  was  the  private  property  of 
the  Penns,  and  their  superior  interest  retained  it. 

The  first  notice  of  Northampton  in  the  assessment 
list  occurs  in  1764,  when  the  taxable  inhabitants 
numbered  twelve,  as  follows  :  Leonard  Able,  laborer; 
Simon  Brenner,  carpenter ;  David  Deshler,  shop- 
keeper and  beer-shop;  Martin  Derr,  wheelwright; 
Martin  Fraelich,  George  Leyendecker,  George  Lauer, 
Daniel  Nonnemacher,  Abraham  Rinker,  Peter  Schwab, 
George  Wolf,  tavern-keeper.  In  1765  six  names  were 
added,  viz. :  Tobias  Titus,  baker ;  Lorentz  Hauch, 
butcher;  Frantz  Kuper,  cooper;  Philip  Kugler,  ma- 
son ;  Philip  Klingenschmidt,  and  Frederick  Schach- 
ler,  who  united  the  avocations  of  shoemaker  and  inn- 
keeper. 

In  1766  the  families  numbered  thirty-three.  Among 
the  new-comers  was  Dr.  Gottfried  Bolzius,  the  first 
physician  of  the  town.  His  practice  of  medicine  was 
doubtless  insufficient  for  his  support,  or  at  least  did 
not  occupy  all  of  his  time,  for  he  purchased  David 
Deshler's  shop  and  beer-house.  Governor  James 
Hamilton  lived  here  for  a  time  about  this  period  to 
get  cured  of  a  cancer,  and  he  was  doubtless  Dr. 
Bolzius'  most  distinguished  patient. 

Most  prominent  among  the  settlers  whom  we  have 
mentioned  was  David  Deshler,  son  of  Adam  Deshler, 
who  had  settled  about  1733  in  Whitehall  township. 
Soon  after  he  came  here  he  purchased  the  mill  prop- 


1  lleminiscences  of  an  early  reaident  in  the  Friedensbole,  July  7, 1891. 

2  See  Chapter  II.  for  an  account  of  this  proceeding. 


erty  on  the  Little  Lehigh  from  Michael  Rothrock, 
and  in  1782  he  owned  four  houses  and  lots  in  Allen- 
town. In  1780,  when  slavery  was  abolished  in  Penn- 
sylvania, he  owned  two  negroes.  He  was  undoubtedly 
the  richest  man  of  his  time  in  the  village,  and  he  was 
one  of  the  most  influential.  On  Oct.  17,  1763,  at  the 
time  of  the  Indian  troubles,  Col.  James  Burd,  who 
was  then  here,  wrote  that  there  were  but  four  guna  in 
the  town,  and  three  of  them  were  unfit  for  use;  pre- 
sumably that  one  belonged  to  Deshler.  He  became 
during  the  Revolutionary  war  one  of  the  most  promi- 
nent characters  in  Northampton  County.  He  acted 
as  commissary  of  supplies  for  the  army,  and  with 
John  Arndt,  Esq.,  also  a  commissary,  advanced  money 
out  of  his  private  means  in  1780,  when  the  United 
States  treasury  as  well  as  that  of  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania was  empty.  The  latter  part  of  his  life  was 
passed  at  Biery's  Bridge  (now  Catasauqua),  where  he 
lived  in  a  double  stone  house.  He  owned  a  large 
property,  including  the  land  on  which  a  large  part  of 
the  borough  has  been  built.  He  had  several  sons, 
among  them  Adam,  commonly  called  Han  Adam, 
who  settled  at  Easton  and  raised  a  family,  including 
David  W.  and  George  Deshler.  His  daughters  were 
Mrs.  Christian  Mickley  and  Mrs.  John  Wagner. 

Another  family  here  among  the  very  earliest  set- 
tlers was  that  of  the  Rinkers.  Abraham  Rinker  was 
the  first  keeper  of  the  ferry  over  the  Lehigh,  estab- 
lished soon  after  1753.  He  was  a  lieutenant  in  the 
force  raised  in  1763  to  resist  Indian  encroachments 
and  barbarities,  and  he  became  a  captain  in  the  Revo- 
lutionary army.  He  was  a  representative  of  Northamp- 
ton County  in  the  Legislature  and  also  sherifi".  His 
son  Abraham  was  in  the  war  of  1812,  and  was  the 
representative  of  Lehigh  County  in  1816.  He  died 
Oct.  29, 1820,  aged  sixty-five  years.  Christian  Rinker, 
probably  the  father  of  Abraham  (1st),  was  elected 
one  of  the  commissioners  of  Northampton  County  in 
1753. 

A  third  famil)'  among  the  first  settlers  of  which  some 
information  is  attainable,  as  descendants  still  live  here, 
was  that  of  the  Nonnemachers.  Daniel  Nonnemacher 
appears  on  the  assessment  list  of  1764.  He  was  pre- 
sumably the  father  of  Henry,  a  weaver,  whose  sons 
were  Henry,  John,  and  George.  The  second  son, 
John,  who  died  in  1850,  was  the  father  of  John  Non- 
nemacher, who  now  lives  on  Lehigh  Street.  Many 
representatives  of  this  family  now  reside  in  Allen- 
town. 

The  Rhoads  (or  Roth)  family  was  also  here  as  early 
as  1763,  though  they  are  not  mentioned  in  the  assess- 
ment list.  Several  members  of  this  family  attained 
distinction  locally.  The  first  of  the  family  in  Lehigh 
County,  Avho  spelled  his  name  Roth,  was  a  Swiss,  and 
came  to  Whitehall  township  about  1735.  Before  the 
family  had  procured  a  home  he  died,  under  a  large 
oak-tree  near  the  Jordan,  by  what  is  now  known  as 
the  Mauch  Chunk  road.  He  left  two  sons,— Daniel, 
twelve  years  old  (whose  descendants  still  live  in  White- 
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hall),  and  Peter,  born  on  the  day  of  his  father's  death. 
Peter   was   reared    among   the    Quakers,    where   he 
learned  tailoring,  obtained  a  good  English  education, 
and  was  induced  to  change  the  spelling  of  his  name 
to  Ehoads.     He  removed  to  Northampton,  and  in  1784 
built  the  stone  house  still  standing  on  Seventh  Street, 
north  of  the  Pennsylvania  Hotel.     He  was   elected 
justice  of  the  peace  and  of  the  courts  of  Northampton 
County  in  1784,  and  associate  judge  in  1791, 1806,  and 
1809,  and  was  chosen  to  the  same  office  in  Lehigh 
County.     He  had  also  been  a  member  of  the  Legis- 
lature from   Northampton  County  in  1777-79.     He 
died  there  in  1814.    His  eldest  son,  George  (who  died 
in  Allentown  in  1851),  had  a  son,  Josiah,  who  kept  a 
hotel  here  for  many  years.     Some  of  his  descendants 
now  reside  in  this  city.     Peter  (second  son  of  Peter) 
was  an  associate  judge  of  Northampton  County,  and 
was  the  first  burgess  of  Allentown,  in  1811,  and  the 
first  president  of  the  Northampton  Bank,  in  1814.   He 
died  here  in  1836.     His  sons  were  Stephen,  Edward, 
and  Augustus,  all  now  dead.    Two  daughters  still  live 
in  Allentown,  and  also  some  of  Stephen's  children. 
The  third  son  of  Peter  Ehoads,  Sr.,  was  John,  who 
also  lived  in  Allentown  until  1812.   He  then  removed 
to  the  banks  of  the  Jordan,  near  where  his  grand- 
father died,  and  lived  there  till  1837.     He  moved  then 
to  a  farm  near  Egypt  Church,  where  he  died  in  1851. 
His  sons  were  George,  now  deceased ;    Daniel  J.,  of 
Coplay ;  Mahlon,  a  resident  of  Allentown ;  and  Owen, 
of  Upper  Milford.     The  sons  of  Daniel  J.  are  Erastus 
D.,  who  lives  in  North  Whitehall ;  Walter  B.,  in  Al- 
lentown ;  and  Robert,  in  Whitehall. 

It  is  a  tradition  in  the  Keiper  family  that  the  first 
of  their  name  here  was  a  settler  of  1763  ;  and,  doubt- 
less, the  tradition  is  well  founded,  though  the  name 
does  not  appear  in  the  assessment  list  of  1764.  John 
Keiper,  who  came  here  in  1763,  lived  where  Franklin 
Good  now  resides  (on  Seventh  Street),  and  was  a 
tobacconist.  He  died  July  4,  1833.  His  sons  were 
John,  Peter,  Daniel,  David,  and  George.  Augustus, 
a  son  of  John,  and  Catharine  (Keck)  and  Anna  (Seip), 
daughters  of  Daniel,  now  reside  in  the  city.  Sarah, 
the  oldest  daughter  of  John  Keiper  (first),  married  a 
Massey ;  Nancy  was  the  wife  of  John  Wagner,  a  soldier 
of  the  war  of  1812;  Catharine  married  Capt.  John  F. 
Euhe ;  and  another  daughter  was  the  wife  of  John 
Haines.  Henry  Keiper,  a  brother  of  John  (1st),  was 
in  the  Revolutionary  army,  fought  at  the  battle  of 
Germantown,  and  after  the  war  settled  in  Allentown. 
He  lived  on  Walnut  Street,  near  Sixth.  One  of  his 
daughters,  Catharine,  married  Peter  Good,  and  was 
the  mother  of  Tilghman  Good ;  another,  Elizabeth, 
married  Jacob  Hagenbuch.  John,  a  son  of  Henry 
Keiper,  is  now  represented  by  a  son,  Gabriel,  who 
lives  in  Allentown. 

In  1776  the  number  of  houses  in  the  town  was 
fifty-four,  six  of  which  were  taverns,  kept  by  Henry 
Hagenbuch,  Michael  Klechner,  Nicholas  Fuchs, 
Michael  Schroeder,  George  Weiss,  and  Philip  Klotz. 


There  were  at  that  time  two  shop-keepers,  George 
GratF  and  Philip  Boehm ;  one  potter,  Abraham 
Albert;  one  mason,  James  Preston;  one  doctor, 
Gottfried  Bolzius;  one  hatter,  Peter  Berger;  one 
wheelwright,  Joseph  Derr ;  one  smith,  Martin  Froe- 
lich  ;  three  shoemakers,  Henry  Gross,  Philip  Klotz, 
and  George  Schreiber;  three  tailors,  Andrew  Gang- 
were,  Peter  Miller,  and  Abraham  Savitz ;  one  tobac- 
conist, Peter  Keiper ;  one  saddler,  Peter  Linn ;  one 
gunsmith,  John  Moll ;  four  carpenters,  Jacob  New- 
hart,  Jacob  Nonnemacher,  John  Miller,  Jr.,  and 
Dewalt  Miller;  and  one  butcher,  Michael  Nagel. 
Some  of  these  men  were  the  founders  locally  of 
prominent  families,  of  which  there  are  still  repre- 
sentatives in  the  city. 

Jacob  Newhard,  whose  avocation  is  put  down  as 
that  of  a  carpenter,  was  the  father  of  Peter  Newhard, 
one  of  the  most  distinguished  men  in  the  county. 
Jacob  and  his  wife  Mary  (Kohler)  were  both  born  in 
North  Whitehall  township  in  1752,  and  they  mar- 
ried and  settled  in  Allentown  in  1773.  Their  first 
son,  Abraham,  was  born  in  1777,  and  died  in  Allen- 
town, Feb.  28,  1863,  aged  eighty-six  years.  Some  of 
his  grandchildren  now  reside  here.  Peter,  who  was 
the  second  son,  was  born  July  26,  1783,  and  appren- 
ticed to  a  cabinet-maker.  Learning  the  trade,  he 
followed  it  many  years,  though  later  in  life  he  car- 
ried on  the  hardware  business.  He  married  Sarah 
Romig  in  1810.  In  1815  he  was  elected  coroner,  sub- 
sequently served  one  year  as  sheriff,  filling  out  the 
term  of  Sheriff  Kleutz,  who  died,  and  in  1817,  '18,  '19, 
and  1824,  '25,  '26,  '27,  '28,  '29,  he  was  a  member 
of  the  State  Legislature.  He  was  elected  State 
Senator  in  1833,  and  served  till  1839,  represent- 
ing Lehigh,  Northampton,  Pike,  and  Wayne  Coun- 
ties. Hc'was  elected  to  Congress  in  1838,  and  again 
in  1840.  His  death  occurred  Feb.  19,  1860.  He  left 
a  son  and  daughter,  the  well-known  citizen  of  Allen- 
town, Edmund  R.  Newhard  (a  merchant  for  many 
years  subsequent  to  1846,  postmaster,  and  officer  of 
the  Fifty-fourth  Regiment  Pennsylvania  "Volunteer 
Infantry,  1861-65),  and  Amanda  A.  (Mrs.  W.  C. 
Smith). 

The  Hagenbuch  family  was  also  represented  here 
as  early  as  1773,  Henry  Hagenbuch  being  licensed  in 
that  year  to  keep  a  tavern.  He  was  succeeded  by 
Jacob,  who  was  either  a  son  or  brother,  and  he  by 
Jacob  (2d),  whose  sons,  Benjamin  J.  and  Charles  H., 
carried  on  the  same  house — the  "  Cross  Keys" — in 
later  years.  This  house  was  conducted  by  members 
of  the  family  for  nearly  one  hundred  years.  The 
elder  Jacob  Hagenbuch  died  in  1813  and  the  younger 
in  1870.  Four  children  of  the  latter  are  living, — 
Benjamin  J.  and  Margueretta  (wife  of  Rev.  Fritzinger) 
in  Allentown,  and  Charles  H.  and  George  in  Kansas. 
Mary  (Mrs.  John  Morey),  another  daughter,  is  de- 
ceased. 

The  John  Moll  who  is  mentioned  as  a  gunsmith 
built  the  shop  on  Seventh  Street,  near  the  Lafayette 
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Hotel,  where  his  son,  John  Moll,  died,  at  the  age  of 
eighty-seven  years,  in  the  summer  of  1883,  and  in 
which  his  grandson  now  carries  on  the  same  trade 
that  was  established  there  before  the  Revolution. 
The  father  of  John  Moll  (1st),  whose  name  was  Wil- 
liam, was  also  a  gunsmith,  and  plied  his  trade  as 
early  as  1747.  His  great-grandson,  William,  has  an 
heirloom  descended  from  him,  a  device  for  cutting 
threads  on  screws,  neatly  made  of  iron,  and  bearing 
in  plainly  legible  characters  the  inscription,  "Aprit 
10,  1747— W.  M."  ^ 

James  Allen  received  ground-rent  in  1776  on  sev- 
enty-one lots  at  nine  shillings  sterling  each.  He 
owned  six  hundred  acres  of  land,  valued  at  eight 
pounds  per  one  hundred  acres,  and  his  taxes  in  the 
aggregate  were  £9  6s  (provincial). 

It  seems  that  James  Allen  had,  as  late  as  1769, 
owned  a  much  larger  amount  of  land  than  he  was 
taxed  with  in  1776,  and  had  promised  to  convey  to 
the  lot-holders  one  thousand  acres  of  land  in  trust, 
and  for  some  reason,  which  does  not  appear,  they  re- 
leased him  from  the  obligation,  as  the  following 
document  shows: 

"Know  all  men  that  we  the  Bubscribers  proprietors  of  Lots  in  the 
Town  of  Northampton  do  hereby  certify  that  Mr.  James  Allen  hath  de- 
clared to  us  his  intention  of  conveying  in  Trust  for  the  Inhabitants  of 
this  Town  a  thousand  Acres  of  Land  called  Barrens  as  an  open  free 
common  in  pursuance  of  a  promise  made  by  his  father  William  Allen 
Esqr  Now  we  do  hereby  certify  and  make  known  that  we  the  present 
Freeholders  of  the  said  Town  do  refuse  to  accept  of  such  conveyance 
from  him  and  do  discharge  him  and  his  said  father  William  Allen 
Esquire  from  any  promise  made  by  either  of  them  to  us  to  that  purpose 
and  we  do  hereby  release  to  the  said  William  Allen  and  James  Allen 
any  right  or  claim  that  we  have  or  may  have  to  the  said  common  or 
any  demand  from  them  on  that  account  Witness  our  hands  and  seals 
this  first  day  of  May  1769  Henry  Kookin,  Martin  Derr,  George  Shreiber, 
Peter  Miller,  Lawrence  Hanck,  Martin  Frolicb,  Bartle  Huber,  Simon 
Brenner,  Margaret  Brang,  Peter  Bischoff,  George  Shap,  Abraham  Albert, 
Leonard  Abel,  Johunn  Miller,  Tobias  Dibber,  Frederick  Sheckler,  Ma- 
thias  Wagner,  Henry  Hagenbuch,  Philip  Kugler,  David  Deshler,  Jacob 
Mohr,  and  Daniel  Nuimemacher.  Acknowledgment  taken  before  Henry 
Kookin  one  of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  of  Northampton  County  May  1st 
1769."! 

After  the  Revolution.*'' — In  1781  the  total  amount 
of  tax  on  the  inhabitants  of  Allentown  was  £73 19s.  9(i., 
of  which  David  Deshler  paid  seven  pounds,  Barthol 
Huber  three  pounds,  Thomas  Mewhorter  two  pounds, 
and  all  of  the  others  one  pound  each,  or  less.  The 
town  was  tben  embraced  in  Salisbury  township.  In 
1782  there  were  fifty- nine  houses  here,  the  ownership 
of  which  is  indicated  in  the  following  assessment  list : 


Houses. 

Abraham  Albert,  potter l 

John  Bishop,  tailor 

George  Brenier,  shoemaker 

Jacob  Buchmau,  laborer 1 

George  Blank,  tailor 1 

Janie^  Preston,  mason 1 

Gottfried  Bolzius,  doctor 1 

Christian  Bomper,  shoemaker....  1 

John  Dyler,  laborer 1 

David  Deshler,  grist-  and  saw- 
mill and  75  acres  of  land 1 

Charles  Deshler,  shop-keeper 

Michael  Erhard,  shoemaker 


Plouses. 

Martin  Frolich 1 

Nicholas  Fux,  inn-keeper 1 

George  Gangwere 

William  Gall 

George  Groff 1 

Jacob  Gows,  laborer 1 

Andrew  Gangwere,  tailor 1 

Frederick  Gabel,  carpenter 1 

Henry  Grosw,  inn-keuper 1 

Matthew       Gangwere,      wheel- 

Aviight 

Barthol  Huber,  tanner. 1 

John  Horn„hatter 1 


1  Kecorded  in  Northampton  Recorder's  Office,  Book  C,  vol.  1.  page  337. 

2  For  an  account  of  affairs  in  AUentown  during  the  Revolution,  see 
Chapter  III.,  devoted  to  incidents  of  the  war. 


Houses. 

Peter  Hertz,  laborer 1 

Lawrence  Hauck,  laborer 2 

Peter  Horbach,  laborer 1 

Henry  Hagenbuch,  iun-keeper...  1 

Peter  Hauck,  shoemaker 1 

Abraham  Henry,  skin-dresser 1 

Jacob  Huber,  shoemaker 1 

Barthol  Hettle,  inn-keepor 1 

Widow  Krumbach,  inn-keeper 

Philip  Klotz,  shoemaker 1 

Conrad  Krumbach  (and  50  acres 

of  land) 1 

Michael  Kuntz,  joiner 1 

John  Keiper,  tobacconist 1 

Andrew  Young,  shoemaker 1 

Jacob  Yeohl 1 

John  Moll,  tailor 1 

John  Miller,  joiner 1 

Peter  Miller,  tailor 1 

John  Murphy,  watch-maker 1 

Thomas  Mewhort'T,  tanner 1 

Henry    Nonnemacher,    weaver 

(and  23  acres  of  land) 1 

Jacob  Newhard,  joiner 1 

Leonard  Nagle,  laborer 2 

Nicholas  Ott,  mason 1 

Philip  Riller,  laborer 1 


Houaee, 

Peter  Rhoads,  shop-keeper \ 

George  Reeser,  laborer \ 

Andrew  Reel,  inn-keeper \ 

Matthew  Ringel,  smith \ 

Abraham  Rinker,  hatter \ 

Christian  Shick,  laborer 

George  Shreiber  (and  26  acres  of 

land) \ 

Henry  Shade g 

Michael  Shrader..... \ 

Richard  Steer,  skin-dresser i 

John  Spade,  laborer \ 

Joseph  Smith,  shoemaker \ 

George  Weiss,  inn-keeper i 

Jacob  Weiss,  tailor. \ 

Joseph  Wartinton,  tailor 

Conrad    Worman,  200   acres  of 

land .". 

Frederick  Winsch,  laborer 

Caspar    Weaver,   ferry   and  80 

acres  of  land 

Conrad  Zettle  (200  acres  of  land 

and  1  grist-mill) 

Tost  Dornblaeser,  laborer 

Elizabeth  Allen i 

IsaacGreenleaf  (200 acres ofland) ,. 
Adam  Turney  (90  acres  of  land)  .. 


Single  Men. 


John  Widder. 
Henry  Heisser." 
Jacob  Fink. 
George  Ad.  Blank, 
John  Reesomer. 
John  Gabel. 
Bernhard  Kline. 


Dawall  Young. 
John  Moor. 
Caspar  Smith. 
Rudolph  Smith. 
Samuel  Greter. 
Jacob  Knauss. 
John  Smith. 


Nearly  every  family  seems  to  have  owned  a  cow, 
the  enumeration  showing  one  hundred  and  two,  while 
of  horses  there  were  but  eight  owned  in  the  town. 

This  list  contains  the  names  of  some  settlers  of 
whom  we  have  not  heretofore  made  any  mention. 
Nicholas  Ott,  mason,  in  1783  bought  lot  No.  147,  on 
the  east  side  of  Margaret  (now  Fifth)  Street,  and  in 
1795  sold  it  to  John  Horn,  hatter,  who  was  also  here 
in  1782. 

Leonard  Nagel,  mentioned  in  the  list  as  the  owner 
of  two  houses,  has  descendants  now  residing  in  Allen- 
town.  His  sons  were  George,  Leonard,  and  John. 
His  daughter,  Rebecca,  married  James  Ginkinger, 
Christiana  married  Caspar  Newhard.  She  was  born 
in  1790,  and  died  in  1871.  Her  children  were  Joseph 
F.  Newhard,  the  well-known  ex-sherifF  of  Lehigli 
County,  and  popular  merchant  and  landlord  of  AUen- 
town, William  H.,  Charles,  James  J.,  and  Solomon 
P.  Newhard,  the  two  last  now  residing  respectively  in 
Lebanon  and  Philadelphia. 

Conrad  Worman,  who  is  mentioned  as  the  owner  of 
two  hundred  acres  of  land,  came  here  from  Mont- 
gomery County  shortly  prior  to  1782,  and  bought  the 
property  including  Crystal  Springs,  from  which  the 
city  obtains  its  water-supply.  He  built  a  house  near 
the  spring,  which  was  in  later  years  occupied  by  his 
son  Abraham.  This  son  has  descendants  still  in 
AUentown, — Abraham  and  Mary  (widow  of  Peter 
Huber).  The  other  sons  of  Conrad  Worman  were 
Jacob,  Henry,  Conrad,  John,  and  Andreas.  He  also 
had  two  daughters.  Henry  Worman  married  Mary, 
a  daughter  of  Henry  Gross,  who  settled  here  prior  to 
1812.  Their  son,  William,  aged  seventy-three,  lives 
in  AUentown.  John  is  a  resident  of  Emaus,  and  Abra- 
ham of  Whitehall  township. 
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Barthol  (Bartholomew)  Huber,  who  appears  in  the 
list  of  1782  as  a  house-owner  and  by  occupation  a 
tanner,  was  the  grandfather  of  Peter  Huber,  for  many 
years  one  of  its  most  active  business  men.  Huber 
came  from  Germany,  and  lived  for  a  time  in  Macungie 
township.  His  son,  Conrad,  was  born  there,  and  came 
to  Allentown  at  an  early  day,  living  here  until  his 
death,  at  the  age  of  eighty-five.  He  was  a  saddler,  as 
were  also  several  of  his  sons.  His  wife  was  Margaret 
Bender.  Their  sons,  Jacob  and  David,  are  deceased. 
Peter,  whom  we  have  already  mentioned,  married  as 
his  first  wife  Anna,  a  daughter  of  Abraham  Worman, 
and  his  second  wife,  still  living,  was  her  sister,  Mary. 
Mr.  Huber  was  ^heavily  engaged  in  the  grain  and 
liquor  trade  and  in  transportation  prior  to  1848,  but 
was  ruined  by  the  great  fire  of  that  year.  He  died 
in  the  early  part  of  1884.  His  sons  are  among  the 
leading  business  men  of  the  city.  Conrad  Huber  also 
had  five  daughters, — Susan  (Mrs.  George  KaufFman), 
Elizabeth  (Mrs.  Jonathan  Schwartz),  Christiana  (wife 
of  Dr.  Charles  Martin),  Mary  (wife  of  Levi  Wood- 
ring),  and  Hannah. 

Frederick  Kemerer,  who  was  a  soldier  of  the  Eev- 
olution,  came  here  soon  after  the  war.  He  was  one 
of  the  latest  lingering  survivors  of  the  honored  army, 
dying  here  in  December,  1843,  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
seven  years.  He  was  buried  with  military  honors  by 
the  Harrison  Guards  and  the  Artillerists. 

John  Frederick  Ruhe  was  a  distinguished  arrival 
of  1796.  He  was  a  native  of  Germany,  but  for  twenty 
years  was  a  resident  of  England,  and  was  in  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  king's  apothecary.  He  came  to 
America  in  1789,  the  years  intervening  between  that 
date  and  1794  being  spent  in  New  York  and  Phila- 
delphia. He  was  a  physician  and  a  druggist,  and 
occupied  a  place  of  influence  in  the  community.  He 
was  a  somewhat  conspicuous  figure  from  the  fact  that 
he  always  wore  "small-clothes," — the  old-fashioned 
knee-breeches  and  silk  hose.  He  died  here  about 
1836,  at  the  age  of  ninety-seven,  and  his  wife,  Hen- 
rietta Elizabeth  (Mackenroth),  died  at  the  age  of 
eighty-seven.  Their  children  were  John  F.  Euhe, 
George  (who  died  in  Philadelphia),  Charles  A.  (who 
has  sons  and  daughters  now  living  in  Allentown), 
Catharine  Elizabeth  (who  died  unmarried),  and  Jo- 
anna Louisa  (wife  of  Henry  Ebner).  The  oldest  son, 
John  F.  Euhe,  was  a  captain  in  the  war  of  1812 
("  Northampton  Blues"),  cashier  of  the  Northampton 
Bank,  burgess,  alderman,  associate  judge,  etc.,  and  es- 
tablished the  tobacco  business.  He  died  in  1862.  His 
first  wife  was  Catharine  Keiper,  and  his  second  Eliz- 
abeth Kramer.  He  was  the  father  of  twenty-three 
children,  of  whom  his  first  wife  was  the  mother  of 
twelve  and  his  second  of  eleven.  Those  who  attained 
maturity  were,  by  his  first  wife,  Augustus  L.,  who 
may  be  called  the  Nestor  of  the  Allentown  press, 
having  learned  his  trade  in  the  Friedenabote  office, 
then  becoming  a  partner  in  the  Patriot,  and  after- 
wards establishing  the  Lehigh  Register  ;  William  and 


John  F.,  respectively  in  Philadelphia  and  Illinois ; 
Matilda  (Heckman)  and  Louisa  (Weaver),  both  de- 
ceased; Henrietta  (Ritter) ;  and  by  his  second  wife, 
George,  Edward,  Henry,  and  Thomas,  all  in  Allen- 
town ;  Eliza,  widow  of  Owen  Saeger;  Clarissa  and 
Amelia,  both  deceased  ;  Mary  and  another  daughter, 
respectively  Mrs.  Seem  and  Mrs.  Engleman,  of  Easton. 

Of  the  Allentown  of  1795  the  "  United  States  Gazet- 
teer," compiled  by  Joseph  Scott,  has  the  following  ; 
.  .  .  "  A  handsome  and  flourishing  town  of  North- 
ampton County,  pleasantly  situated  on  the  point  of 
land  which  is  formed  by  the  junction  of  Jordan 
Creek  and  the  Little  Lehigh.  It  is  regularly  laid  out, 
and  contains  about  ninety  dwellings,  a  German  Lu- 
theran and  a  Calvinist  Church,  an  academy,  and  three 
merchant  mills." 

Old  residents  in  years  gone  by  have  given  further 
details  in  describing  the  town  as  it  appeared  in  1795.' 
Water  Street  is  said  to  have  been  the  most  thickly- 
populated  street  because  of  its  close  proximity  to 
water,  which  in  other  parts  of  town  (unless  hauled 
from  the  stream)  could  only  be  reached  by  exceed- 
ingly deep  wells.  One  of  the  first  houses  erected  in 
the  town  was  that  which  stood  on  this  street  near  the 
bridge,  torn  down  in  1877  by  Paul  Balliet.  John 
Wagner,  John  Eckert,  and  other  old  citizens  were 
born  in  that  house.  Market  Square  was  then  a  waste, 
and  only  a  few  houses  stood  around  it.  "The  Eain- 
bow"  Tavern  was  where  the  Allen  House  now  is,  and 
the  spot  now  occupied  by  the  Eagle  Hotel  was  covered 
with  a  pool  of  water.  At  the  corner  of  Allen  and 
Andrew  (now  Seventh  and  Linden)  Streets  was  a 
tavern  kept  by  John  Fox,  much  patronized  on  train- 
ing-days by  the  militia,  whose  favorite  place  for  ma- 
noeuvring was  Allen  Street.  It  appears  that  "  the 
Cross  Keys"  was  kept  at  this  time  by  Capt.  Abraham 
Einker  and  Solomon  Gutekunst.  Where  Springer's 
store  now  is  a  Mrs.  Hertz,  who  was  reputed  to  be  a 
witch,  kept  a  bakery.  Daniel  Snyder  had  a  store 
where  the  Allentown  National  Bank  now  stands,  and 
on  South  Seventh  Street,  a  few  doors  below,  was  the 
shop  of  Allentown's  first  printer,  one  Bruckman,  who 
occasionally  issued  a  small  sheet  containing  news  and 
miscellaneous  matter,  which  must  be  regarded  as  the 
first  attempt  at  newspaper  publishing.  At  Walnut 
and  Seventh  Streets  John  Miller,  commonly  known 
as  "  Hand  Cheese"  Miller,  kept  a  noted  tavern,  "  the 
Hornet's  Nest."  The  first  fire  in  Allentown  of  which 
record  or  tradition  has  anything  to  say  occurred  at 
about  the  period  of  which  we  have  been  writing,  and 
consumed  the  house  of  Peter  Herz,  on  what  is  now 
North  Eighth  Street.  Herz  took  it  quite  philosophi- 
cally, and  fiddled  as  Nero  did  when  Eome  was  burn- 
ing, remarking  to  the  bystanders,  "  Wann  das  nicht 
gut  fiir  die  wanzen  ist,  so  weiss  ioh  nicht  was  besser 
ist,"  which,  freely  interpreted,  is,  "  If  this  is  not  good 


1  The  particulars  which  immectiately  follow  are  chiefly  gleaned  from 
articles  in  the  Friedenabote. 
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to  destroy  bugs,  I  am  sure  I  don't  know  what  is  bet- 
ter." In  1800,  Eees'  "  Encyclopa'dia"  stated  that  the 
number  of  houses  in  Allentown  was  about  ninety, 
showing,  if  the  statistician  was  exact,  that  it  had  not 
grown  appreciably  since  1795.  In  1810  the  popula- 
tion had  reached  seven  hundred  and  five,  and  was 
ninety-five  greater  than  that  of  Bethlehem.  In  1811 
the  town  was  incorporated,  and  in  1812  it  became  the 
seat  of  justice  of  Lehigh  County.  The  following  is  a 
list  of  the  taxable  inhabitants  in  the  latter  year,  those 
absent  in  the  war  excepted : 

John  Mohr. 
John  Moll. 


Eve  Allen. 
Ghriatian  ArDbeiser. 
Abraham  Beidelman. 
Jacob  Blumer. 
Jacob  Bishop. 
John  Boyd. 
^"William  Boas. 
CharleB  Deshler. 
Henry  Denhard. 
John  Diefenderfer. 
Jacob  Xterham. 
Daniel  Deglay. 
John  Eckert. 
William  Eckert. 
Henry  Eckert. 
George  Ebert. 
Solomon  Eatzinger. 
George  Fox. 
John  Fetter. 
James  Greenleaf. 
John  Gudekunst. 
Solomon  Gudekunat. 
Jacob  Gangwere. 
Solomon  Gangwere. 

■eorge  Graff. 
Felix  Grieaemer. 
Henry  Grose. 
Peter  Hauck. 
Abraham  Henry. 
Jacob  Hagenbuch. 
Peter  Hartz. 
Conrad  Huber. 
Widow  Horn. 
John  Horn. 
Abraham  Horn. 
John  Haina. 
Jonas  Hartzell. 
JamcB  Jamison. 
Andrew  Gangwere. 
Widow  KaufFman. 
George  KanfTman. 
John  Keiper. 
Peter  Keiper. 
Christian  Ginkinger. 
John  Keiper. 
Philip  Klotz. 
George  Klotz. 
John  Knecbt. 
Gottlieb  Keiaer. 
William  Henry  Livingston. 
George  Lauer. 
Peter  Lehr. 
John  Lehr. 
Philip  Lehr. 
Henry  Lehr. 
John  Miller  (junk). 
John  Miller  (turner). 
Jacob  Miller. 

Single  Ft-eemen. 


Elizabeth  Newhard. 
Jacob  Martin. 
Charles  Martin. 
Christian  Meyer. 
Leonard  Nagle. 
Peter  Nagle. 
Peter  Newhard. 
James  Nonnemacher. 
Jacob  Newbard. 
Abraham  Newhard, 
John  Nonnemacher. 
George  Nonnemacher. 
Jacob  Nonnemacher. 
Henry  Nonnemacher. 
Andreas  Neidlinger. 
James  Preston. 
Peter  Rhoada. 
Peter  Khoads. 
George  Bhoads. 
Abraham  Kinker. 
Abraham  Bex. 
John  Rinker. 
Frederick  Rube. 
Adam  Rape. 
John  Raser. 
Frederick  Ritter. 
Jacob  Strauss. 
Peter  Schneider. 
James  Seagreaves. 
Widow  Stuber. 
John  Seip. 
George  Smith. 
Michael  Smith. 
Peter  Seip. 
Adam  Seip. 
Jacob  sutler. 
Jacob  Stine. 
George  Schaffer. 
Jacob  Steckel. 
George  Savitz. 
Tilghman  Williams. 
Conrad  Worman. 
Jacob  Worman. 
Henry  Worman. 
Leonard  Weiss. 
John  Wagner. 
Margaret  Weil. 
Jaines  Wilson. 
Abraham  Worman. 
Martin  Weiser. 
Henry  Weaver. 
Jonas  Weaver. 
Andrew  Young. 
Widow  Young. 
Adam  Wetzell. 


Jacob  Huber. 
William  Miller. 
Leonard  Nagle, 
John  Nagle. 
Jacob  Hauck. 
Isaac  Gangwere. 
John  Wilson. 
Jacob  Newhard. 
Abraham  Rinker. 


Isaac  Preston. 
John  Mohr. 
Peter  Mensh. 
John  Keiper. 
Henry  Keiper. 
Adam  Lohr. 
Godfrey  Ettwine. 
Casper  Keiter. 
George  Henry. 


David  Wagner. 
Daniel  Mertz. 
William  Dobbins. 


Conrad  Worman. 
Christian  Seip. 
John  Miller. 


Peter  Good  came  from  Whitehall  township  to  Allen- 
town  in  1810,  but  his  name  does  not  appear  in  the 
foregoing  list,  as  he  was  absent  at  the  time  on  military 
duty  in  the  war  of  1812,  having  gone  with  Rueh's 
cavalry  to  Marcus  Hook.  He  lived  here  until  his 
death,  in  1832.  He  had  been  a  farmer  while  living  in 
the  country,  but  in  Allentown  followed  tailoring.  He 
first  lived  at  the  corner  of  Walnut  and  Eighth  Streets, 
and  afterward  bought  and  moved  to  a  stone  building 
on  Seventh  Street  south  of  the  Square,  where  A.  G. 
E-eninger  now  lives.  His  wife  was  Catharine  Keiper. 
Their  children  were  Catharine  (Hutchinson),  now  in 
Allentown ;  Peter  and  Eliza,  both  deceased ;  Lucy 
and  Matilda,  both  residents  ot  the  city ;  Tilghman, 
now  chief  of  police,  formerly  a  popular  teacher, 
county  superintendent,  landlord,  and  postnaaster; 
William  H.,  Clarissa  (Massey),  and  Margaret  (Greis- 
baum),  the  last  three  deceased. 

John  Wagner  was  also  in  the  war  of  1812  (Capt. 
Ruhe's  company).  He  was  born  here  in  1791,  and 
died  here  in  1881.  A  son  of  John  Wagner  now  lives 
in  the  city. 

Of  many  of  those  in  the  list  of  1812  not  hitherto 
spoken  of  we  can  give  a  few  details.  The  Jacob 
Blumer  whose  name  is  given  was  the  father  of  Wil- 
liam H.,  Victor,  and  Alexander  Blumer;  the  first 
named  a  prominent  but  unfortunate  business  man  of 
Allentown,  now  in  Nebraska.  Jacob  Blumer  was  a 
man  who  possessed  a  great  deal  of  mechanical  in- 
genuity ;  was  a  highly-respected  citizen,  and  held 
several  offices.     The  family  is  still  represented  here. 

William  Boas  was  another  prominent  man  of  the 
time,  whose  family  name  is  still  in  existence  in  the 
city.  He  came  here  from  Reading  and  married  a 
daughter  of  Charles  Deshler.  He  was  register  and  re- 
corder, and  held  other  offices  of  honor. 

Charles  Beshler  was  a  large  property-owner,  a  very 
genial  gentleman,  and  was  much  respected.  He  lived 
on  Market  Square,  and  was  for  many  years  a  justice 
of  the  peace. 

TheEckerts  were  one  of  the  most  popular  and  in- 
fluential families  of  their  time.  Andrew  moved  to 
Pottstown.  John  Eckert  was  for  many  years  cashier 
of  the  Northampton  Bank,  and  was  its  president  when 
he  died,  in  November,  1840.  He  married  Elizabeth 
Worman,  and  his  home  was  on  Seventh  Street,  be- 
tween Hamilton  and  Linden.  He  had  a  large  family, 
of  whom  John,  James,  Henry,  Owen,  Even,  and 
Catharine  are  deceased.  Charles  Eckert,  still  a  resi- 
dent of  Allentown,  was  in  the  firm  of  Pretz,  Saeger  & 
Co.  for  thirty  years.     Two  daughters  also  reside  in 
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the  city,— Elizabeth  (Schwartz)  and  Eebecca  (Mad- 
dern) . 

The  Gangweres  were  active  citizens  of  high  stand- 
ing, who  left  no  descendants  here.  The  two  brothers, 
Jacob  and  Solomon,  were  in  business  for  many  years, 
the  latter  engaged  in  the  lumber  trade  and  in  hotel- 
keeping.  In  the  latter  occupation  Abraham,  a  son  of 
Jacob,  was  also  long  engaged. 

Another  man  who  occupied  a  prominent  station 
during  the  first  part  of  the  century  was  George  Graff, 
who  lived  where  Anawalt's  store  now  is.  He  was  an 
apprentice-boy  with  Nicholas  Marks  in  Whitehall  at 
the  time  of  the  Indian  massacre  in  1763,  and  narrowly 
escaped  the  fate  which  many  then  met.  He  became 
a  captain  in  the  Revolutionary  army,  and  after  the 
war  was  a  collector  of  the  excise.  Resigning  that 
ofiice,  he  became  sheriff  of  Northampton  County  in 
1786,  and  held  the  oflBce  until  1789.  For  three  years 
he  was  a  member  of  the  Legislature,  then  holding  its 
sessions  at  Philadelphia,  from  Dec.  3, 1793,  to  Decem- 
ber, 1796.  He  lived  here  many  years,  and  died  here 
in  1835.  Like  the  Gangweres,  he  left  no  descendants 
here  to  perpetuate  the  name. 

John  Hains  was  a  merchant  tailor,  and  had  a  store 
at  the  southwest  corner  of  Seventh  Street  and  the 
Square.  His  oldest  son,  Reuben,  moved  to  Phila- 
delphia. 

Christian  Ginkinger  carried  the  mail  once  each 
week  on  horseback  between  Allentown  and  Heidel- 
berg. He  died  here  early  in  the  century,  leaving 
three  sons,  William,  Thomas,  and  James.  A  grand- 
son, Thomas  O.,  is  now  a  resident  of  the  city. 

George  Savitz  was  here  some  years  prior  to  1812, 
and  kept  tavern  where  the  Allen  House  now  is.  He 
was  postmaster  from  1802  to  1807.  He  died  here 
about  1825.  One  of  his  daughters  married  Dr.  Jacob 
Martin. 

The  Lehrs  were  here  at  least  as-early  as  1795.  John 
Lehr  was  living  about  that  time  in  a  log  house  which 
stood  near  where  the  Philadelphia  and  Reading  Rail- 
road depot  now  is.  He  had  sixteen  children.  There 
are  many  of  the  family  now  in  the  city,  of  whom 
Daniel  Lehr  is  the  oldest. 

James  Seagreaves,  mentioned  in  the  list,  was  the 
father  of  Charles  Seagreaves,  who  was  one  of  Allen- 
town's  foremost  citizens,  a  man  of  character  and  large 
property.     The  name  is  still  represented  in  the  city. 

John  Mohr  was  a  carpenter,  and  a  man  of  excellent 
repute.  His  son,  John,  died  here  in  recent  years. 
There  are  grandchildren  of  the  original  settler  in 
Allentown,  but  most  of  those  bearing  the  name  are 
of  other  families,  which  have  been  represented  here 
for  fewer  years. 

The  Eberhards  came  here  in  1810,  but  for  some 
reason  are  not  mentioned  in  the  list  of  1812.  Henry 
Eberhard  was  a  son  of  Philip  Eberhard,  of  Upper 
Milford.  He  died  in  Allentown  in  1822.  His  oldest 
son,  Michael  D.,  who  is  still  living,  was  born  in  1796, 
and  was,  therefore,  fourteen  years  old  when  he  came 


here  with  his  father.  He  followed  school-teaching  in 
his  younger  years,  and  was  for  a  very  long  period 
organist  of  Zion's  Reformed  Church.  His  sister, 
Catharine,  married  Dr.  Charles  P.  Dickensheid. 

Godfrey  and  Christian  Pretz,  sons  of  Philip  Pretz, 
of  Heidelberg  township,  came  here  in  1815,  as  did 
also,  later,  their  sister,  Margaret,  who  became  the  wife 
of  Joseph  Saeger.  Godfrey  Pretz  died  here  in  1831, 
and  Christian  died  here  in  1884,  after  a  restful  retire- 
ment following  a  long  and  exceedingly  active  busi- 
ness career.  He  was  away  much  of  the  time  from 
1815  to  1822,  but  in  the  latter  year  began  his  mer- 
cantile life,  which  continued  until  1859.  He  was 
engaged  in  various  manufacturing  projects,  and  as- 
sisted in  almost  every  movement  for  public  good. 

Jacob  and  Daniel  Saeger,  sons  of  John  Nicholas 
Saeger,  of  North  Whitehall,  came  here  in  1815,  and 
built  the  mill  which  is  spoken  of  at  length  under  the 
head  of  manufactures.  Daniel  afterward  moved  to 
Crawford  County  and  founded  Saegertown.  Jacob 
died  here  about  1860.  He  was  the  father  of  Charles, 
now  deceased  ;  William,  the  venerable  ex-president  of 
the  Allentown  National  Bank;  Abigail  (the  wife  of 
Christian  Pretz),  now  deceased;  Mary  (Kern),  also  de- 
ceased ;  and  two  other  daughters,  Mrs.  Henry  Wein- 
shimer  and  Mrs.  George  Kern.  Nicholas,  a  brother 
of  Jacob  and  Daniel,  also  became  a  resident  of  Allen- 
town, though  a  few  years  later  than  they.  His  chil- 
dren were  Daniel,  Joseph  (of  Pretz,  Saeger  &  Co.), 
John,  and  Mary  Magdalene,  who  became  the  wife  of 
Joseph  K.  Saeger. 

The  Martin  family  was  represented  in  Allentown  by 
the  brothers  Jacob  and  Charles,  both  physicians,  at 
an  early  date.  Their  sons  and  grandsons  have  nearly 
all  followed  the  practice  of  medicine  in  the  town,  the 
county,  or  in  neighboring  places,  and  the  individual 
members  of  the  family  are  spoken  of  at  length  in  the 
chapter  devoted  to  their  profession.  Two  members  of 
this  family  have  been  elected  to  the  office  of  mayor, 
as  reference  to  the  list  of  borough  and  city  officers  in 
the  next  chapter  will  show. 

The  year  1817  is  notable  as  being  that  of  the  arrival 
of  two  noted  members  of  the  bar,  Henry  King  and 
Charles  Davis,  of  whom  sketches  are  elsewhere  given. 
The  latter  was  influential  in  building  up  the  Presby- 
terian Church. 

Nathan  Metzgar  came  here  from  North  Whitehall 
in  1826,  and  a  number  of  years  later  became  a  mer- 
chant, which  business  he  followed  until  within  a  few 
years  of  his  death,  in  1877.  He  was  the  father  of 
Thomas  B.  Metzgar,  Esq. 

R.  E.  Wright  came  here  in  1828  from  Carlisle,  and 
has  ever  since  been  a  force  in  the  community.  He 
has  occupied  one  of  the  foremost  positions  at  the  bar 
for  half  a  century,  is  noted  as  a  writer  of  works  on 
law,  and  has  helped  to  advance  almost  every  measure 
that  has  been  undertaken  for  the  moral  or  material 
good  of  the  community,  while  in  very  many  of  them 
he  has  been  a  leading  spirit. 
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Samuel  A.  Bridges  came  from  Connecticut  in  1830, 
and  soon  took  a  pi'ominent  place  among  the  people. 
Be.sides  his  activity  in  the  profession  of  the  law,  he 
has  represented  the  district  several  terms  in  Congress, 
and  was  instrumental  in  building  up  Allentown's  iron 
manufacture. 

Jesse  M.  Line,  who  became  prominently  identified 
with  the  business  of  the  town,  moved  here  from  Salis- 
bury in  1834.  He  married  Mary  Louisa,  daughter  of 
Godfrey  Pretz. 


of  Peter  and  Mary  Barbara  (Becker)  Haines,  and  the 
grandson  of  William  George  Haines,  who  settled  in 
what  is  now  Upper  Macungie  township  in  1751. 
Mr.  Haines  was  elected  sheriff  in  1859.  He  is  the 
father  of  J.  Frank  Haines,  editor  of  the  Democrat,  and 
of  Allen  W.  Haines. 

Coming  down  to  1845,  we  find  the  active  and  influ- 
ential men  of  the  town,  not  heretofore  mentioned,  to 
be  John  Albright,  Samuel  Berger,  Charles  S.  Bush, 
Stephen   Barber,  Bartholomew  Balliet,   Kev.   S.  K. 


ALLENTOWN   IN  1840. 


Eli  J.  Saeger,  son  of  Joseph  K.  Saeger,  of  North 
Whitehall,  came  to  Allentown  in  1834.  His  father, 
son  of  Nicholas  Saeger,  of  North  Whitehall,  also  re- 
moved here  in  1837,  and  shortly  afterwards  estab- 
lished what  is  now  the  Barber  Foundry  and  Maohine- 
Shops,  setting  up  in  the  works  the  first  engine  used 
in  Lehigh  County,  a  small  beam-engine  made  by 
Rush  &  Muhlenberg,  of  Philadelphia.  Joseph  K. 
Saeger  was  married  to  Mary  Magdalene  Saeger.  He 
died  here  in  1855.  His  children  were  Salinda  (Sieger), 
now  resident  in  North  Whitehall ;  Abigail,  wife  of 
Daniel  Keck,  a  resident  of  Illinois;  Eli  J.;  Catha- 
rine (Sigman),  deceased;  Mary  (Mohr),  of  Macun- 
gie ;  Hiram,  deceased ;  Leah  Anna,  wife  of  Rev.  S. 
A.  Tobias ;  and  Louisa. 

Concerning  Eli  J.  Saeger  we  will  say  that  on  first 
coming  here  he  clerked  for  Pretz,  Saeger  &  Co. ;  that 
he  afterward  worked  at  his  father's  foundry,  helping 
to  set  up  the  engine  we  have  mentioned;  went  into 
the  mercantile  business  in  1840  in  partnership  with 
John  P.  Boas,  and  in  1857  became  president  of  the 
Catasauqua  Bank,  which  position  he  has  ever  since 
held. 

Charles  Haines  came  here  in  1838.     He  is  the  son 


Brobst,  John  Q.  Cole,  Jacob  Culver,  Charles  Craig, 
Nathan  Dresher,  Jacob  Dillinger  (associate  judge, 
and  for  many  years  president  of  the  Allentown  Na- 
tional Bank),  Jacob  Erdman,  Amos  Ettinger,  Henry 
Ebner,  William  Fry  (State  senator),  John  G.  Goun- 
die,  the  Ginkingers,  Henry  Gabriel,  John  S.  Gib- 
bons, Esq.  (a  prominent  member  of  the  Legislature), 
Jesse  and  Ephraim  Grim,  Charles  L.  Hutter  (an  edi- 
tor of  wonderful  influence,  politically  and  otherwise), 
Jacob  Hart,  Peter  Hoffman  (at  one  time  sheriff), 
John  W.  Hornbeck  (who  was  for  several  years  in 
Congress),  Jacob  Heckman,  Phaon  Jarrett  (wiio  was 
a  graduate  of  West  Point,  a  noted  civil  engineer,  and 
prominently  identified  with  a  number  of  railroad 
companies),  John  J.  Krause,  Edward  Kern,  Paul 
Knauss,  Solomon  Keck,  Henry  Lawyer  (for  many 
years  a  member  of  Congress),  James  Lackey,  Benja- 
min Ludwig,  E.  D.  Leisenring  (an  able  editor),  the 
Moyer  family,  Daniel  Mertz,  R.  S.  McClenachan  (of 
the  academy),  John  Miller  (one  of  the  first  circus 
managers  in  the  country),  the  Newhards,— Joseph  F., 
Charle.s,  and  William,— Dr.  John  Romig,  Samuel 
Runk,  Esq.,  John  Royer  (editor  of  the  Bulletin],  Na- 
than Selfridge  (of  Selfridge  &  Wilson),  Lewis  Smith, 
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John  D.  Stiles,  Esq.  (since  a  member  of  Congress  for 
several  terms),  Jonathan  Reichard  (merchant,  still  in 
business),  A.  G.  Eeniuger  (yet  engaged  in  mercantile 
life),  Jesse  Samuels,  James  Wilson  (a  member  of  the 
Legislature,  and  father  of  Thomas  B.,  of  Selfridge  & 
Wilson),  Henry  Weaver  (for  many  years  postmaster), 
Henry  Weinshimer  (now  of  Newhard  &  Weinshimer), 
Joseph  Weiss  (a  jeweler,  and  the  leader  of  all  the 
musical  societies  of  his  time),  Joseph  and  William 
Young  (who  have  been  identified  many  years  with 
the  business  of  the  town),  Eev.  Joshua  Yeager,  and 
Rev.  Daniel  Zeller.  Some  of  these  men  are  still  in 
active  life  here,  some  have  moved  away,  and  many 
have  died.  The  sons  of  quite  a  number  occupy 
prominent  positions  in  the  city  to-day. 

A  little  later  than  the  period  of  which  we  have 
written  Tilghman  H.  Good— who  became  colonel  of 
the  Forty-seventh  Regiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteer 
Infantry  in  the  war  for  the  Union — located  in  town, 
and  a  number  of  years  later  came  Charles  W.  Cooper, 
one  of  the  foremost  promoters  of  education,  William 
H.  Ainey,  Esaias  Rehrig,  and  others. 

In  this  connection  we  speak  of  a  number  of  other 
citizens  whose  enterprise  and  usefulness  entitle  them 
to  the  highest  praise  and  warmest  gratitude  of  the 
people.  These  are  the  extensive  house-builders — the 
city  builders  they  might  be  called— Thomas  Mohr, 
Thomas  Steckel,  Mayberry  Weidner,  and  William  F. 
Yeager.  These  four  men  have  together  erected  be- 
tween three  hundred  and  fifty  and  four  hundred 
houses, — a  sufficient  number,  were  they  grouped  to- 
gether, to  form  a  town  and  afford  houses  to  a  popula- 
tion of  eighteen  hundred  to  two  thousand  people. 
Mr.  Mohr  alone  has  built  upwards  of  one  hundred 
and  fifty  houses,  selling  them  as  fast  as  they  were 
completed  and  buyers  presented  themselves.  Mr. 
Steckel  has  erected  more  than  fifty  houses,  as  has  also 
Mr.  Yeager,  while  Mr.  Weidner  has  completed  almost 
a  hundred,  and  is  still  carrying  on  the  work,  which 
greatly  redounds  to  the  advantage  of  the  city  and  to 
people  seeking  the  ownership  of  houses. 

Crossing  the  Lehigh  and  the  Jordan.— Soon 
after  the  laying  out  of  the  public  road  between  Fas- 
ten and  Reading,  in  1754,  a  ferry  was  established  at 
this  place.  Abraham  Rinker  until  1776  was  the  ferry- 
man, but  he  raised  a  company  in  that  year  and  went 
to  the  »war.  He  was  succeeded  by  Caspar  Weaver, 
who  retained  the  place  until  1795,  when  John  Kletor 
took  charge  of  the  ferry  and  remained  until  the  build- 
ing of  the  bridge,  in  1812. 

An  effort  had  been  made  in  1797  to  erect  a  bridge, 
for  which  purpose  an  act  of  incorporation  was  passed 
on  March  31st  of  that  year ;  but  the  enterprise  failed 
for  want  of  funds.  It  is  doubtful  if  the  bridge  would 
have  been  built  in  1812  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  ex- 
ertions of  James  Jameson,  an  enterprising  citizen  of 
Allentown.  The  old  charter  having  expired,  a  new 
one  was  granted  on  the  2d  of  March,  1812.  A  chain 
bridge  was  then  erected  at  a  cost  of  fifteen  thousand 
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dollars,  which  stood  until  April  13,  1828,  when  it  was 
set  on  fire  and  burned  down.  Another  bridge  was 
erected,  which  was  carried  away  by  the  flood  of  1841. 
After  the  destruction  of  the  second  bridge  a  project 
was  set  on  foot  to  organize  a  ferry  company.  A  meet- 
ing was  held  at  the  house  of  Caspar  Kleckner  for  this 
purpose  on  Jan.  28,  1841,  at  which  Mr.  Kleckner, 
Israel  Trexler,  John  Gross,  Charles'  Kramer,  and 
Joseph  C.  Morgan  were  elected  directors,  and  Wil- 
liam Saeger  treasurer.  Nothing  further  appears  to 
have  been  done  in  the  way  of  organization,  but  a 
ferry  was  established  by  some  individual  and  carried 
on  until  December,  1814,  when  the  new  bridge  was  so 
far  completed  as  to  be  passable. 

This  bridge  was  carried  away  by  the  flood  of  June, 
1862.  A  temporary  structure  was  then  erected  some 
distance  below  the  site  of  the  present  bridge.  This, 
although  very  roughly  made,  did  service  from  1862 
until  1867,  when  the  present  bridge  was  completed. 
On  Feb.  23,  1866,  the  county  commissioners  with 
their  engineer.  Dr.  Jesse  Samuels,  awarded  a  contract 
for  building  an  iron  truss  bridge  to  William  Lothrop, 
of  Trenton,  N.  J.,  and  for  building  abutments  and 
piers  to  Solomon  Butz.  On  the  same  day  the  com- 
missioners decided  to  make  application  to  the  Legis- 
lature for  permission  to  make  a  loan  of  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars  instead  of  eighty  thousand  dollars, 
as  had  been  contemplated,  for  the  purpose  of  paying 
the  expenses  of  construction.  The  bridge  was  duly 
completed  by  the  contractors,  who  made  announce- 
ment of  the  same  to  the  commissioners  on  Feb.  12, 
1867,  when  their  work  was  accepted. 

A  project  to  bridge  the  Jordan  at  Hamilton  Street 
was  agitated  as  early  as  1787,  and  in  that  or  the  fol- 
lowing year  the  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions  was  peti- 
tioned to  authorize  the  measure.  A  strong  remon- 
strance reached  the  court  at  its  March  session  in  1788, 
signed  by  David  Deshler,  Adam  Deshler,  George 
Plank,  John  Knauss,  and  about  fifty  others,  praying 
that  the  petition  be  not  allowed.  Among  the  objec- 
tions was  the  steepness  of  the  western  bank  of  the 
creek,  which  would  prevent  the  establishment  of  a 
ferry  there  at  any  time  when  the  bridge  might  be  out 
of  repair ;  and  the  consideration  that  the  opening  of 
a  road  to  the  bridge  would  seriously  damage  the 
property  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Allen  "  without  conferring 
any  benefit  whatever  upon  any  other  persons."  There 
was  already  a  road  from  Salisbury  township  to  Allen- 
town  coming  in  at  Union  Street,  and  there  a  rude 
bridge  was  not  long  afterward  built. 

The  present  stone  bridge  over  the  Jordan  at  Ham- 
ilton Street  was  completed  in  1837,  and  was  considered 
at  that  time  one  of  the  finest  works  of  the  kind  in 
Pennsylvania.  The  commissioners  under  whom  it 
was  built  were  Solomon  Grisemere,  Martin  Ritter, 
and  John  Sherer,  and  the  contractor,  Daniel  Kleckner. 
While  the  expense  was  chiefly  borne  by  the  county, 
individual  liberality  assisted  the  enterprise,  for  we 
find  a  record  which  shows  that  Christian  Pretz,  Solo- 
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mon  Gang  were,  and  Sel  fridge  &  Wilson  each  contrib- 
uted one  hundred  dollars,  while  various  others  sub- 
scribed sums  from  three  dollars  to  thirty  dollars, 
making  an  aggregate  of  six  hundred  and  seventy  dol- 
lars. 

A  Disastrous  Decade  (1840-50)— Flood  and 
Tire. — A  high  flood  in  1841,  the  failure  of  the  North- 
ampton Bank  ki  1843,  and  the  great  fire  of  1848  made 
the  decade  from  1840  to  1850  one  of  very  unusual 
disaster  to  Allentown.  The  overwhelming  financial 
failure  to  which  allusion  is  here  made  will  be  treated 
of  in  the  history  of  banking  operations,  and  we  shall 
here  present  brief  accounts  of  the  perils  to  which  the 
people  were  subjected  by  fire  and  flood. 

The  high  water  in  the  Lehigh,  forming  what  is 
known  as  the  "flood  of  '41,"  reached  Allentown  on 
January  8th,  and  began  to  subside  on  the  9th.  The 
Jordan  and  the  Little  Lehigh  contributed  consider- 
ably to  the  volume  of  water  and  to  the  damage  caused. 
The  latter  was  about  three  feet  higher  than  at  the 
greatest  freshet  known  prior  to  this  time  (the  flood  of 
1839),  and  the  Jordan  ran  upon  the  lower  or  eastern 
end  of  the  stone  bridge  which  spans  its  usually  slug- 
gish stream  at  Hamilton  Street.  The  Lehigh  Bulletin 
of  Jan.  23,  1841,  contained  the  following  account  of 
this  flood,  which,  though  brief,  is  as  long  as  any  that 
was  published  by  its  contemporaries  : 

"The  freshet  in  the  Big  Lehigh  waa  tremendous.  The  water  was 
about  twenty  feet  above  low-water  mark  below  the  dam,  and  was  about 
three  feet  above  the  highest  point  on  the  Big  Island.  Such  a  flood  is  not 
recollected  by  our  oldest  inhabitants.  Our  excellent  bridge  over  the 
Big  Lehigh  and  toll-house  are  gone.  Three  frame  houses  of  Mr.  D. 
Kleckner,  between  his  tavern  and  the  bridge,  are  gone.  The  gate- 
keeper's family  got  away,  but  saved  nothing  out  of  the  house.  The 
other  families  saved  more  or  leas,  but  sustained  heavy  losses.  The  store- 
houses have  been  considerably  injured  at  the  basin,  and  several  of  our 
merchants,  in  not  having  their  goods  removed,  have  met  with  heavy 
losses.  A  large  quantity  of  lumber  and  a  number  of  boats  and  scows 
were  lost.  The  navigation  dam  has  but  little,  if  any,  injury  done  to  it. 
The  canal  has  sustained  some  injury." 

While  the  actual  damage  caused  by  this  flood  was 
not  so  great  as  that  by  the  flood  of  1862,  it  was,  in 
proportion  to  the  total  valuation  of  Allentown  prop- 
erty, much  heavier.^ 

1  The  flood  of  1862  waa  also  disastrous  to  property  at  Allentown,  but 
in  proportion  to  the  total  wealth  of  the  town  probably  did  not  do  as 
much  damage  as  that  of  1841.  This  flood  reached  its  greatest  height 
here  about  midnight  of  June  ith.  Its  impetuosity  and  the  great  height 
it  attained  were  due  not  entirely  to  the  heavy  rains,  but  also  to  the  break- 
ing away  successively  of  the  immense  dams  in  the  upper  part  of  the 
river.  The  Bepublikane}- 9a.y8,  "The  flood  rose  eighteen  inches  higher 
at  Allentown  than  that  of  1841.  The  Allentown  bridge  was  borne  away 
at  midnight  (of  the  4th),  causing  a  loss  estimated  at  lifty  thousand  dol- 
lars, and  all  of  the  other  bridges  between  Mauch  Chunk  and  Easton 
were  destroyed,  except  the  railroad  bridges  at  this  place  and  Freemans- 
burg.  The  furnaces  and  rolling-mills  here  were  much  damaged,  and 
lumber-owners  sufl'ered  much  loss,  as  did  also  the  inhabitants  of  the 
lower  part  of  the  town  in  general.  The  highly  cultivated  Island  was 
laid  entirely  waste.  Several  dwellings  in  the  lower  part  of  town  were 
rendered  tenantless,  and  one  or  two  were  carried  entirely  away.  Seven 
persons  lost  their  lives.  Of  these,  three  were  of  the  family  of  Herman 
Laub  (his  wife  and  two  children)  and  one  waa  a  son  of  the  lock-tender. 
The  wife  and  child  of  Anthony  Dyer,  a  canal-boat  owner,  were  also 
among  the  lost.  There  were  a  number  of  heroic  rescues.  The  loss  of  or 
damage  to  property  waa  probably  not  less  than  two  hundred  thousand 
dollars." 


The  great  fire  occurred  Thursday,  June  1, 1848,  and 
a  full  account  of  it  appeared  in  the  Republikaner  of 
Tuesday,  June  6th,  of  which  the  following  is  a  trans- 
lation : 

"TERRIBLE   FIRE. 

"35  Dwellings  and  about  42  Baenb  and  Stables  a  Peey  to  tbe 
Flames.    Loss  about  $200,000. 

"At  4  o'clock  last  Thursday  a  fire  broke  out  in  our  town,  which, 
owing  to  the  high  wind  then  prevailing,  spread  so  quickly  that  in  the 
course  of  an  hour  and  a  half  nearly  half  the  town  was  laid  in  ashes. 
The  fire  originated  in  the  stable  of  John  Eckert,  either  through  incen- 
diaries or  the  carelessness  of  children,  and  spread  from  one  stable  to 
another  so  rapidly  and  did  its  work  of  destruction  so  thoroughly,  that 
all  the  buildings  on  Hamilton  Street,  running  westwardly  from  Market 
Square  to  Hagenbuch's  hotel,  excepting  Laudenslager  &,  Ettinger's 
hardware-store,  were  destroyed.  The  firemen  exerted  themaelves  to 
subdue  the  flames,  but  their  efforts  proved  vain,  and  it  seemed  as  if  the 
whole  town  would  be  burned  down. 

"  The  loss  in  property  is  large,  so  large  that  Allentown  will  hardly 
recover  from  the  stroke  in  a  decade.  The  main  buainess  portion  of  the 
town  lies  in  ashes.  It  is  perhaps  unnecessary  to  say  that  this  block  was 
the  most  beautiful  in  town,  including  a  number  of  three-story  brick 
buildings,  among  them  the  new  Odd-Fellows'  Hall.  The  loss  falls  so 
much  more  heavily  by  reason  of  the  failure  of  property -owners  to  have 
their  dwellings  insured, 

"  Below  follows  a  list  of  the  sufferers,  who  for  the  main  part  have  lost 
their  all  through  this  calamity.  This  list  will  be  found  in  the  main 
correct,  since  we  sent  a  man  to  the  spot  to  obtain  a  complete  list  of  all 
who  have  been  ruined  by  the  destroying  element. 

"  North  Ward. 

"  The  large  three-story  brick  hotel  on  the  northwest  corner  of  Market 
Square,  the  property  of  Jesse  Grim,  and  tenanted  in  part  for  hotel  pur- 
poses by  James  Trexler,  and  in  part  by  Messrs.  Grim  &  Rtininger  and 
Selfridge  &  Wilson  for  store  purposes,  besides  a  frame  store-house  and 
five  stables.  The  loss  of  Mr.  Grim  is  put  at  S8000  ;  insurance,  85000. 
The  store  of  Grim  &  Reninger  was  insured  for  $6000;  loss,  310,000, 
Selfridge  &  "Wilson  suffer  a  total  loss.  The  booka  and  some  of  the  goods 
in  these  two  stores  wore  saved.  Mr.  Trexler,  the  landlord,  lost  nearly 
everything,  and  saved  only  a  little  of  his  furniture.     His  loss  is  §1200. 

"  The  two-story  brick  store-house  of  Yeager  i  Weidner.  A  part  of  tbe 
stock  saved.    Loss,  ^7000;  insurance  on  building,  81000. 

"The  two-atory  brick  dwelling-house  and  jewelry-store  of  Joseph 
Weiss.     Loss,  $3450  ;  insurance,  $1533. 

"  The  two-story  brick  stove  and  tinware  shop  of  Thomas  Ginkinger. 
Whole  loss,  $1800. 

"  The  double  two-story  dwelling-house  and  stable  of  Daniel  Keiper. 
The  house  was  occupied  by  Keiper  and  Ephraim  Gangwere.  A  part  of 
the  household  furniture  was  saved.  Loss,  $4300,  secured  to  the  extent 
of  $2000. 

"  The  two-story  frame  dwelling-house  of  Abraham  Newhard,  and  his 
carpenter-shop  and  barn.  This  house  was  occupied  by  Silas  and  Abra- 
ham Newhard.     Only  a  little  of  the  furnituie  was  saved. 

"The  three-story  brick  dwelling  of  Abr.iliam  Newhard,  occupied  by 
Thomaa  Newhard  and  Stetler  &  George.  Entire  loss,  $4150;  no  insur- 
ance. 

"The  three-story  brick  dwelliog-houae  and  drug-store  of  Dr.  Danow- 
sky,  besides  a  laboratory  and  stables;  very  little  saved.  Loss, $4500; 
secured,  $1500. 

"The  three-story  brick  dwelling-house  and  store-stand  of  Eliaa Mertz 
(or  Mertz  &  Weaver),  and  stables.  A  part  of  the  store-goods  saved; 
loss,  $«000;  insurance,  $5000. 

"Two  three-story  brick  dwellings  and  outhousea  of  Mr.  Klein,  one 
tenanted  by  Messrs.  Huber  &  Wagner  aa  merchants,  tlie  other  by 
Messrs.  Keiper  &  Gross,  publishers  of  the  Lehigh  Patr^t  and  Lehigh  Be- 
portet-^  and  booksellers.  A  portion  of  Messrs.  Huber  &  Wagner's  stock 
and  the  business  books  of  Keiper  &  Gross  were  saved.  The  store  of  the 
former  firm  was  insured  for  $6000;  loss,  $10,000.  The  two  buildings 
were  insured  for  $4000,  and  valued  at  $6000;  the  loss  to  the  printing- 
house  was  $1500. 

"  The  three-story  brick  dwelling-house  and  hardware-store  of  Edmund 
R.  Newhard.  A  part  of  the  wares  were  saved.  Loss,  $9500;  insurance, 
$1200. 

"The  two-story  store  and  dwelling-house  and  stable  of  Mr.  Peter 
Newhard.    A  part  of  the  furniture  was  saved.    Loss,  $3500;  insurance. 
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$2000.  Tn  this  building  was  the  post-offlce,  tlie  greater  part  of  the  con- 
tents of  which  were  saved. 

"The  two-story  briclc  dwelling-honse  and  shoe-store  of  Mr.  George 
Lucas,  In  the  latter  nearly  everything  was  saved.  The  building  was 
insured  for  SIOOO.    Loss,  *jlilOO. 

"The  two-story  brick  dwelling,  store-house,  and  stable  of  Mr.  Peter 
Huher.  Nothing  was  saved  except  the  books,  some  papers,  and  money. 
A  large  sum  of  money,  as  well  as  a  large  quantity  of  grain,  is  said  to 
have  been  destroyed.     Loss,  S8445;  no  insurance. 

"The  following  also  suffered  losses,  estimated  as  follows: 

M.  Schwarz,  barn  and  contents *.'tOO 

Ephraim  Gangwere,  household  furniture 600 

Charles  Eckert,  stable  (insurance,  ©200) 500 

John  Eckert,  stable 226 

Widow  Schaffer,  stable 600 

Charles  Seager,  stable 150 

Reformed  Church 200 

Silas  Newhard,  household  goods 300 

Edwin  Keiper,  household  goods 100 

Michael  Uhler,  dry  goods 2500 

Hannah  Bunlap,  household  goods 45 

The  market-house 500 

"South  TPari. 
"The  two-story  stone  dwelling-house  and  an  adjacent  fi-ame  building 
on  the  southwest  corner  of  Market  Square  was  the  property  of  Mr. 
Joshua  Hause.    Loss.  S;i864;  insurance,  §2000. 

"The  new  Odd-Fellows'  Hall,  with  the  store-stock  of  Messi-s.  Weiss 
■&  Co.,  the  saddler-shop  of  Charles  Keck,  and  the  restaurant  of  Henry 
Nagel.    No  insurance.     Loss  to  the  Odd-Fellows,  SG52S. 

"The  two-story  brick  dwelling-house,  two  stables,  and  the  frame-work 
of  a  barn  of  Dr.  C.  H.  Martin,  and  all  his  household  goods.  Nothing 
was  saved.     Loss,  $5206  ;  no  insurance, 

"  The  two  two-story  brick  dwelling-houses,  stable,  and  shop  of  John 
Q.  Cole,  one  of  the  houses  occupied  by  the  family  of  Mr.  Brown,  the 
toy  manufacturer.  Mr,  Cole  had  a  great  deal  of  willow-ware  on  hand, 
and  he  and  Mr.  Brown  suffer  especially.  Estimated  loss  of  Mr.  Cole, 
S3280;  insurance,  §1500.  Mr.  Brown's  loss  is  S550,  with  no  insurance. 
"The  two-story  brick  dwelling-house  and  stable  of  Mr.  Joseph  F. 
Newhard.    Estimated  loss,  81700  ;  insurance,  SIOOO. 

"The  two-story  brick  dwelling-house,  tobacco-factory,  stable,  ma- 
chine-shop, etc.,  of  John  F.  Kuhe,  as  well  as  a  large  quantity  of  tobacco. 
Estimated  loss,  $4755;  insurance,  S1600. 

"The  two-story  brick  dwelling-house  and  stable  of  Michael  Uhler. 
Loss,  ©1100,  with  no  insurance. 

"The  two-story  brick  dwelling-house  and  stable  of  Charles  Scholl,  be- 
sides tailoring  materials  and  household  furniture.  Estimated  loss,  ©1400  ; 
no  insurance. 

"  The  two-story  brick  dwelling-house  of  Catharine  Graff  aud  house- 
hold furniture.    A  total  loss,  S7o0. 
"The  butcher-shop  and  barn  of  Mr.  Martin  Schwenk.    Loss,  ©600. 
"The  turning-shop  of  Beuben  Kauffman,  with  finished  work.    Esti- 
mated loss,  ©220. 

"  The  new  two-story  brick  dwelling-house  of  William  Scholl,  on  Allen 
Street,  opposite  Mr.  Rees'  hotel.    Loss,  ©600. 

"The  two-story  dwelling-house  of  Mr.  George  Good,  on  Allen  Street, 
with  all  its  contents.    Loss,  ©850. 

"  The  frame  dwelling-house  of  Albright  &  Woodring,  on  Allen  Street, 
with  contents.    Loss,  ©300, 

"  The  following  persons  besides  the  foregoing  have  lost  property  as 
indicated : 

H.  C.  Longnecker ©300 

George  F,  Buhe,  house  furniture 100 

Henry  Buhe,  cash 50 

Reuben  Beiss,  furniture 250 

Reuben  Strauss,      " 150 

Nathan  Laudenslager,  sundries 150 

Charles  Beidler,  smithy 60 

Henry  Ebner,  stable 75 

Andreas  Wind,  stable 280 

The  Allentown  Hose  House 150 

James  Seagreaves,  two  stables 550 

William  Kern,  stable 250 

Dr.  Tilghman  H.  Martin,  barn 976 

Ephraim  Grim,  stable 420 

M.  U.  B.  Hunter,  "    150 

George  Keiper,       "    300 

Richard  Levers ^5 

John  Neiiigh,  furniture 200 

Sarah  Hittel,  "        W 

John  Wolf,  "        20 

Charles  Keck,  tailoring  goods 300 

Weiss  &  Lochman,  fancy  goods 1600 

Henry  F.  Nagle,  tools 360 

Patrick  McGlown,  scaffolding,  etc lOO 

C.  L.  Lochman,  tools 50 


"The  above  losses  were  estimated  by  a  committee  appointed  at  a  citi- 
zens' meeting.  It  can  be  seen  that  the  above  valuatiuns  are  low,  and  if 
the  full  value  of  the  lost  properly  were  given  it  would  sum  up  the  loss 
to  at  least  ©260,000.  As  it  is  now  made,  the  loss  does  not  appear  higher 
than  ©146,000,  of  which  ©42,000  is  covered  by  insurance." 

A  meeting  of  citizens  was  held  the  morning  after 
the  fire  to  talre  measures  for  the  relief  of  the  suf- 
ferers. Hon.  Henry  King  was  president,  and  J.  D. 
Lawall  and  J.  M.  Line,  secretaries.  Committees  were 
appointed  to  ascertain  the  losses,  to  prepare  an  ad- 
dress to  the  country,  to  succor  those  in  need  of  imme- 
diate assistance,  and  to  demolish  the  tottering  walls 
left  by  the  fire.  Thanks  were  expressed  by  resolu- 
tion to  all  who  assisted  in  preventing  the  spread  of 
the  flames,  especially  the  Bethlehem  firemen.  On 
June  3d  a  second  meeting  was  held,  at  which  a  finan- 
cial committee  and  collectors  were  appointed  to  secure 
donations.  The  country  responded  liberally  in  answer 
to  the  cry  of  distress  that  went  up  from  smitten  Al- 
lentown, and  the  report  of  the  financial  committee, 
made  Feb.  1,  1849,  showed  that  they  had  received 
and  disbursed  $13,497.49.  Money  was  sent  from 
various  points  in  Lehigh  County,  from  Philadelphia 
and  New  York,  from  Montgomery,  Lancaster,  Leba- 
non, Northumberland,  Northampton,  Bucks,  Chester, 
Carbon,  Huntingdon,  York,  Crawford,  Berks,  and 
Bedford  Counties,  from  Ohio,  from  New  Orleans,  and 
from  Washington,  D.  C.  (through  Hon.  S.  A.  Bridges). 

The  fire,  great  as  was  the  loss  it  caused,  was  a  bless- 
ing in  disguise  for  Allentown.  In  some  cases  the  lots 
in  the  burnt  district  sold  for  more  a  year  or  so  after 
the  fire  than  they  would  have  brought  before  it  with 
the  buildings.  The  first  notice  that  the  Republikaner 
contains  of  rebuilding  on  the  ruins  of  the  fire  was 
that  of  a  house  erected  by  Joseph  Weiss,  which  is 
mentioned  under  date  of  Oct.  5,  1848.  Others  began 
at  the  same  time  or  soon  after,  the  town  received  ac- 
quisitions of  a  desirable  nature  in  the  arrival  of  men 
of  means,  and  improvement  went  rapidly  forward. 
The  town  had  had  in  1848  a  population  of  3700,  and 
numbered  619  houses,  and  in  1854,  six  years  after  the 
fire,  when  a  special  census  was  taken  to  ascertain  the 
amount  of  growth,  it  was  found  that  the  population 
was  5250,  and  the  number  of  houses  970, — a  gain  of 
1550  in  population  and  of  351  in  the  number  of 
houses.  The  establishment  of  the  iron- works,  a  short 
time  before  the  fire,  had  done  something  towards 
bringing  about  this  result.  The  building  of  the  rail- 
road was  begun  in  1855,  and  materially  advanced  the 
interests  of  the  town.  The  population  increased  to 
8025  in  1860,  more  than  doubling  the  3703  of  1850, 
and  then,  through  the  activity  caused  by  the  opening 
of  many  new  manufacturing  industries  and  the  flush 
times  of  the  war,  it  increased  to  14,448  in  1870.  In 
1880  it  had  a  population  of  18,063,  and  now  (1884) 
claims  21,000. 
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THE  CITY  OF  ALLENTOWN— (<7o»j(m««d). 

Municipal  History — Civil  List— Improvements — The   Water  and  Fire 
Departments, 

Municipal  History.— The  corporate  history  of 
Allentown  dates  from  March  18,  1811,  that  being  the 
time  when  the  act  incorporating  the  borough  of 
Northampton  (Allentown)  was  approved  by  Gov- 
ernor Simon  Snyder,  after  it  had  passed  the  Legis- 
lature. There  seems  to  have  been  a  fondness  for  the 
name  of  Northampton,  and  the  people  while  antici- 
pating the  erection  of  a  new  county  (which  came  to 
pass  the  following  year)  evidently  enjoyed  the  idea 
of  preserving  the  name  of  the  old  one  by  applying  it 
to  the  town  which  they  foresaw  must  be  the  seat  of 
justice  of  the  new.  The  act  of  incorporation  con- 
tained the  following  clause  prescribing  the  boun- 
daries : 

..."  The  town  of  Northampton  shall  be  and  the  same  is  hereby 
erected  into  a  borough,  which  shall  be  called  the  '  Borough  of  North- 
ampton,' and  shall  be  comprised  within  the  following  bounds,  to  wit : 
Beginning  at  a  post  on  the  uorthern  bank  of  Little  Lehigh  Creek, 
thence  extending  by  lands  of  John  Wagner  and  Abraham  Worman, 
and  running  along  the  line  dividing  the  town  and  the  outlets,  north 
eighteen  degress  west,  to  a  stone,  the  northwestern  corner  of  said  town  ; 
thence  along  the  line  dividing  the  town  and  outlets,  north,  seventy-two 
degrees  east,  to  a  post  on  the  western  bauk  of  Jordan  Creek  ;  thence 
down  the  said  creek,  the  several  courses  thereof,  to  the  junction  of  the 
said  Lehigh  and  Jordan  Creeks  ;  thence  up  the  said  Lehigh  Creek,  the 
several  courses  thereof,  to  the  place  of  beginning." 

The  first  election  was  ordered  to  be  held  upon  the 
first  Monday  in  May,  1811,  at  the  house  of  George 
Savitz,  which  was  a  small  two-story  stone  tavern, 
which  is  now  incorporated  in  the  Allen  House.  The 
election  was  duly  held  May  6th,  and  resulted  in  the 
choice  of  Peter  Ehoads  as  burgess,  a  Town  Council, 
and  other  officers,  which  will  be  found  in  a  list  (con- 
taining also  those  of  the  succeeding  years  down  to 
the  present)  appended  to  this  sketch  of  Allentown's 
corporate  history.  We  reserve  for  separate  considera- 
tion the  early  action  of  the  Council  upon  the  matters 
of  street  improvement,  fire  protection,  and  the  build- 
ing of  a  market-house. 

The  corporate  name  of  the  borough  was  changed 
from  Northampton  to  Allentown  by  authority  of  Sec- 
tion 20  of  an  act  passed  April  16,  1838.  The  Council 
was  by  this  act  increased  to  ten  members. 

The  original  boundaries  were  not  extended  until 
1852.  August  2d  of  that  year  a  portion  of  the  town- 
ship of  Northampton  (a  small  township  which  then 
surrounded  the  town)  was  added  to  the  borough. 
This  tract  was  bounded  on  the  east  by  the  Lehigh 
Eiver,  south  by  the  Little  Lehigh,  and  west  by  Jordan 
Creek.  This  ground  had  been  plotted  under  the  name 
of  Lehigh  Port ;  dubbed  St.  Domingo  from  the  fact 
that  it  was  then  the  residence  of  quite  a  number  of 
negro  families,  and  was  called  familiarly  "  Mingo." 

By  an  ordinance  passed  Sept.  14,  1852,  Allentown 
was  increased  westerly  by  the  admission  of  a  small 
part  of  Northampton  township. 


By  an  act  of  the  Assembly  passed  April  28,  1853, 
Allentown  was  divided  into  three  wards,  the  territory 
between  the  Lehigh  Rivet  and  Jordan  Creek  being 
called  Lehigh  Ward,  while  the  older  part  of  the 
borough  was  divided  into  the  South  and  North 
Wards,  the  former  including  all  west  of  the  Jordan 
and  south  of  Hamilton  Street,  and  the  latter  all  west 
of  the  Jordan  and  north  of  Hamilton  Street. 

The  Lehigh  Ward  was  changed  to  the  First  Ward 
by  an  act  passed  March  8,  1859,  and  at  the  same  time 
the  South  Ward  was  divided  into  the  Second  and 
Third  by  making  Water  and  Seventh  Streets  the 
dividing  line,  and  the  North  Ward  was  also  divided 
by  Seventh  Street  into  the  Fourth  and  Fifth  Wards. 

By  an  ordinance  passed  March  8,  1860,  the  First 
Ward  was  enlarged  by  admitting  to  the  borough  limits 
all  the  territory  north  of  it,  between  the  Lehigh  Eiver 
and  Jordan  Creek,  up  to  the  northern  boundary  of 
the  lands  of  the  Allentown  Iron  Company. 

The  next  legislation  affecting  Allentown  was  im- 
portant, for  it  changed  the  borough  into  a  city.  The 
act  passed  the  Assembly  March  12, 1867.  It  was  con- 
stituted with  six  wards.  The  First  was  divided  into 
First  and  Sixth,  and  Lehigh  Island  was  then  virtually 
annexed  to  the  former. 

By  the  act  establishing  city  government  the  western 
limits  were  extended  two  squares  west  of  Tenth  Street, 
and  an  addition  of  thirty-three  perches  was  made  on 
the  north,  between  the  extended  Ninth  and  Eleventh 
Streets.  A  further  addition  was  made  on  the  north 
of  ten  hundred  and  forty-six  feet,  between  Eighth 
and  Ninth  Streets,  by  ordinance  of  June  10,  1868, 
and  on  June  10,  1870,  the  present  limits  were  estab- 
lished, containing  3.14  square  miles,  or  2011.27  acres. 

OFFICERS   OF   THE   BOROnGH   AND   CITY,  1811/  TO   1833. 
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1811.— Burgess,  Peter  Khoads  ;  Town  Council,  George  Graff,  chairman, 
Jacob  Martin,  John  Miller  (tailor),  John  Keiper,  Leonard  Naglo; 
Town  Clerk,  George  Rhoads  ;  High  Constable,  John  F.  Euhe  ;  Road 
and  Street  Commissioners,  John  Mohr,  Conrad  Huber. 
1812.— Burgess,  Peter  Rhoads;  Town  Council,  Jacob  Martin,  chairman, 
John  Mohr,  John  Miller,  John  House,  John  Eckert;  High  Consta- 
ble, Frederick  Eckert;  Street  Commissioners,  Peter  Houk,  Peter 
Newhard. 
(No  record  for  1813.) 
1814,— Burgess,  George  Graff;  Town  Council,  Jacob  Martin,  chairman, 
John  Wagner,  Adam  Beep,  William  Eckert,  John  Kneclit;  Town 
Clerk,  Jacob  Blunier;  High  Constable,  John  Lehr  ;  Street  Commis- 
sioners, Frederick  Kocher,  .Jacob  Burher, 
(No  perfect  records  of  elections  in  the  years  from  1816  to  1830  ap- 
pear, but  some  of  the  offloors'  names  have  been  found  in  minutes  of 
public  meetings.     In  1816,  Jacob  Martin   woa  still  the  chairman  of 
the  Council,  and  Jacob  Blumer  was  town  clerk.    The  latter  was  con- 
stantly in  the  offloo  until  1829.    The  name  of  John  F.  Euhe  appears  as 
chairman  of  Council  in  1822,  that  of  Peter  Newhard  in  1824,  Michael 
1).  Ubtrhard  iu  1826,  Philip  Sellers  in  1827,  and  John  F.  Euhe  again 
iu  1828-29.) 

1830.— Burgess,  John  J.  Krauss;  Town  Council,  Adam  Keep,  chairman, 
Adam  Seip,  Andrew  Gangwero,  Henry  Eeichard,  Moses  Horn  ;  Town 
Clerk,  John  F.  Euhe  ;  High  Constable,  George  Keiper  ;  Street  Com- 
missioners, John  Keiper,  William  Ginkinger. 
1831.— Burgoss,  Julin  J.  Krauss;  Town  Council,  Henry  Eeichard,  chair- 
man, Timothy  Qeidner,  Solomon  Gangwere,  Benjamin  Ludwig, 
Thomas  Ginkinger ;  Town  Clerk,  John  F.  Euhe  ;  High  Constable, 
George  Keiper  ;  Street  Commissioners,  William  Ginkinger,  John 
Keiper. 
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1832.— Burgess,  John  J.  KrauBs;  Town  Cuunoil,  Henry  Roiohard,  Tim- 
othy Geiduor,  Salomon  Gungwere,  Bonjumiti  Liidwig,  Thomas 
Ginklngor;  High  ( '.instable,  George  Kelper  ;  Street  CommlsBionerfl, 
John  Wttguer,  John  Keipor. 

1833.— BurgoHB,  John  J.  Krauss;  Town  Ounmil,  David  Heimbach,  chair- 
man, GooiKo  Haboraclcer,  Charles  A.  Gross,  Martin  Schonck,  Potor 
Ilnber;  Town  Clerk,  J.  AV.  I-Iornbeck ;  High  ('oii«tabIu,  Goorgo 
Kelper;  Street  CommiHslonors,  Abrubnm  Gungwere,  (.ieorge  Koi- 
per. 

1834.— Burgess,  John  J.  Knuisa;  Town  Council,  Jacob  Stoin,  cluiirman, 
George  Wetherhcdd,  Abraham  lU-ilur,  Charles  A.  Uuho,  Samuel 
Horn;  Town  (llork,  J.  W.  Homboak;  High  (\.n«tablo,  George 
Keiper;  Street  CommissionerH,  Abraham  Gangworw,  John  KoIii.t. 

1835.— Burgess,  Jacob  Nowhard  ;  Town  Council,  Charles  A.  Ruho.cliuir- 
nmn,  Joseph  Saegor,Johii  EcUert,  Jr.,  Joseph  Weiss,  Jacob  D.  Boas  ; 
Town  CUwk,  J.  W.  Hornbeck  ;  High  Constable,  Gourge  Wothorhold; 
Street  Commissioners,  Jcdin  Koiper,  H.  W.  Kiiipiv 

1836.— BurRess,  Jacob  Nt-whard  ;  Town  Council,  Michael  D.  Eberhard, 
chairman,  Jacob  D.  Boas,  Solomon  Keck,  Abraham  Rinker,  Paul 
KnausB;  Town  Clerk,  U,  E.  Wright. 

1837.— Burgess,  Jiicob  Newhard;  Town  Council,  Miclmol  D.  Eberhard, 
Peter  Newhard,  chairman,  John  Mohr,  John  Wagner,  Jr.,  Joseph 
Hartman;  Town  ClorU,  S.  A.  Bridges;  Treasuicr,  Henry  Ebner ; 
Engineer,  Simon  Schweitzer  ;  Wood-Corder,  Caspar  Newhard. 

1838.— Burgess,  John  F.  llube  ;  Town  Council,  John  J.  Krauss,  John 
Albrifjbt,  Henry  W.  Knipe,  Solomon  Fatzinger,  Charles  A.  Ruhe, 
George  Stein,  .Tuseph  Hartman,  Joel  Krauss,  John  V.  R.  Hunter; 
Town  Clork,  S.  A.  Bridges  ;  High  Constable,  Jacob  Heckman. 

1839.— BurgesH,  Samuel  Runk ;  Town  Council,  John  Mohr,  chairman, 
George  Stein,  Joseph  Hartman,  Daniel  Keiper,  Henry  Roiclmrd, 
Samuel  Moyer,  Jacob  Moyer,  Andrew  Klotz,  Bartholomew  Balliet; 
Town  Clerk,  S.  A.  Bridges;  High  Constable,  Reuben  Strauss. 

1840,— Burgee's,  Samuel  Runk  ;  Town  Council,  John  Wagner,  chairman, 
John  Mobr,  John  Eckcrt,  Joseph  Young,  John  Detweiler,  Henry 
Reichurd,  .TaL-ob  lla^^enbuch,  Andrew  Klotz;  Town  Clerk,  S.  A. 
Bridges;  Treasurer,  Jut-ub  Stein  ;  Engineer,  S.  SL-hweitzer;  Street 
Commissionen),  Geoiye  Engleman,  Joseph  Lehr. 

1841. — BurgcHS,  Charles  Selp;  Town  Council,  John  Albright,  chairman, 
John  Blohr,  John  Wagner,  John  Detweiler,  JuHojih  Young,  John 
Eckert,  John  J.  Krauss,  Joseph  Saeger;  Town  Clork,  S.  A.  Bridges; 
Treasurer,  Jacob  Stoiu;  Engineer,  S.  Schweitzer ;  Clerk  of  Market, 
J.  F.  Newhard  ;  Wood-Cerder,  Caspar  Newhard. 

1842. — Burgess, ;  Town  Council,  John  J.  Krausfl,  chairman,  John 

Albright,  J.  K.  Saeger,  Joseph  Y'oung,  William  Moll,  Stephen  Bar- 
ber, Charles  SchoU,  William  Mertz,  John  Nonnomacher;  Town 
Clerk,  S.  A.  Bridges;  Treasurer,  George  Stein;  Engineer, P.  Jarrett; 
High  Constoble,  Israel  Erdmann  ;  Street  Commissioners,  Peter  New- 
hard,  Jacob  Colver. 

1843. — Burgees,  Peter  Newhard;  Town  Council,  Joseph  Young,  John 
Sloll,  Stephen  Barber,  Charles  SchoU,  M'illiam  Mertz,  Joseph 
Kramer,  Abraham  Gangwere,  Michael  D.  Eberhard,  J.  D.  Boas; 
Town  Clerk,  John  F.  Buhe;  Treasurer,  George  Stein;  High  Con- 
stable, Samuel  Moyer;  Slarket-Master,  J.  F.  Newhard  ;  Engineer, 
JeHse  Samuels;  Street  Commissioners,  Caspar  Keeter,  Adam  Seip. 

1844. — Burgess,  ;  Town  Council,  Joseph    Young,  chairman,  J.  D. 

Boas,  Michael  D.  Eberhard,  John  Moll,  t^harles  Scholl,0.  H.  Martin, 
Joseph  Kramer,  Stephen  Barber,  William  H.  I\lertz,  Abraham 
Gangworo;  Town  Clerk,  John  F.  Buhe;  Treasurer,  George  Stein; 
High  Constable,  Samuel  Horn. 

1845.— Burgess,  R.  E.  Wright;  Town  Council,  J.  D.  Boas,  president, 
Simon  Schweitzer,  Charles  Saeger,  Michael  D.  Eberhard,  Nathan 
Dresher,  Solomon  Gross,  C.  H.  Martin,  Joseph  Kramer,  Charles 
Kramer,  Abraham  Gangwere ;  Town  Clerk,  John  F.  Ruhe;  Treos- 
urer,  George  Stein;  High  Constable,  Samuel  Horn, 
1846.— Burgess.  Potor  WycoIT;  Town  Council,  Charles  Saeger,  William 
Edelman,  NathairfDresher,  Jonathan  Reichord,  James  Gangwere, 
Solomon  Gross,  William  Fry,  Reuben  Strouss,  Charles  Kramer, 
Simon  Schweifzrr ;  Town  Clerk,  John  F.  Ruhe;  Treasurer,  J.  W. 
Hornbeck  ;  High  Constable,  Charles  llainea. 

1847. — Burgess,  ^ ■ ;  Town  Council,  Peter  Newhord,  Jacob  Hart- 

zell,  John  Eckert,  Bartholomew  Balliet,  George  Keifer,  Amos  Et- 
tlngor,  Aaron  Troxell,  C.eorge  Wetherhold,  0.  L.  Martin,  Bernard 
Rees;  Town  Clork,  John  F,  Ruho;  Treasurer,  J,  W,  Hornbeck; 
High  Constable,  William  Eckort ;  Engineer.  Jesse  Samuels, 
1848,— Burgess,  John  D,  Lawiill;  Town  Council,  Amos  Kttinger,  Aaron 
Troxell,  B.  BalUot,  John  Eckert,  B.  Rees,  W.  H.  Blumer,  Peter 
Heller,  James   Hartman,  Edward  D.  Leisenring,  Charles  Koch  ; 


Town  Clerk,  Eli  J.  Saeger;  Treasurer,  J.  F.  Reichard  ;  High  Con- 
stable, Jacob  Klirig;  Engineer,  Jesse  Samuels. 
1840.— Burgess, ;  Town  Council,  W.  H.  Blumer,  Charles  Keck, 

E.  D,  Leisenring,  Joseph  Hartman,  Peter  Hnller,  Paul  Knauss, 
Charles  Eckert,  F.  E.  Samuels,  John  Nonnemacher,  Natimn  Dresher; 
Town  Clerk,  Eli  J.  Saet^er;  Treasurer,  .John  Reichard  ;  High  Con- 
stable, Jacob  Ehrig. 

18riU.— Burgess, — — ;  Town  Council,  Nathan  Dresher,  Paul  Knauss, 

F.  E.  Samuels,  Ciiarles  Eckert,  Jolin  Nonnemacher,  Isaac  Stahr, 
Thomas  Weaver,  Peter  Werkel,  J,  D.  Lawall ;  Town  Clerk,  Eli  J. 
Saeger  ;  Treasurer,  John  Reichard  ;  Hi<i,h  Constable,  William  Egge. 

1851.— Burgess, ;  Town  Council,  Isaac  Stahr,  Thonuis  Weaver, 

John  L.  lIoHman,  Peter  Werkel,  J.  D,  Lawall,  Thomas  Weiss, 
ThomasWetzoll,  Jacob  Miller,  Joseph  Nonnemacher,  William  Egge; 
Town  Clerk,  Eli  J,  Saeger;  Treasurer,  John  Reichard;  Engineer, 
IClias  Mertz  ;  High  Constable,  William  Jacoby, 

1852.— Burgess,  William  Fry ;  Town  Council,  Jacob  Miller,  Joseph  Non- 
nemacher, Thomas  Wetzell,  William  J.  Egge,B.  R.  Newhard,  Peter 
Holler,  Owen  Saeger,  John  Diefenderfer,  Reuben  Reiss,  Thomas 
Weiss:  Town  Clerk,  Eli  J.  Saeger;  Treasurer,  John  Rpichard  ;  High 
Constable,  William  Horn. 

1853.— Burgess,  William  J.  Egge  ;  Town  Council,  E.  R.  Newhard,  Peter 
Heller,  Thomas  Weiss,  Owen  Saeger,  John  Diefenderfer,  Jonathan 
Trexler,  W.  H.  Blumer,  Tilghman  Statler,  Ephraim  Grim,  Reuben 
Engleman  ;  Town  Clerk,  Ell  J.  Saeger  ;  Treasurer,  John  Reichard ; 
High  Constable,  William  Horn  ;  Engineer,  Elias  Mortz. 

1854.— Burgess, ;  Town  Council,  W.  H.  Blumer,  Tilghman 

Statler,  Ephraim  Grim,  William  Hecker,  Jonathan  Trexler,  J.  F, 
Newhard,  James  F,  Kline,  W.  B.  Powell,  Evan  W.  Eckert,  J.  F. 
KleppLnger,  John  G.  Schimpf;  Town  Clerk,  Eli  J.  Saeger;  Treas- 
urer, John  Reichard;  Engineer,  J.  D.  Lawall,    (He  resigned,  and 

G.  A,  Aschhach  was  oppointed.)    High  Constable,  William  Horn,! 
1855. — Burgess,  Thomas  Mohr;  Town  Council,  John  G.  Schimpf,  Evan 

W.  Eckert,  J.  F,  Newhard,  W,  B.  Powell,  J,  F.  Kleppinger,  John 
Romig,  James  Deitrich,  Stephen  Keck,  Solomon  Butz,  William 
Maddern;  Town  Clerk,  E,  J,  Mose;  Treasurer,  John  Reichard; 
Engineer,  G.  A,  Aschhach  ;  High  Constable,  John  L.  Hanke. 

1856.— Burgess,  William  Grim  ;  Town  Council,  C,  L.  Martin,  Ephraim 
Yohe,  Enoch  Newhard,  David  Schwartz,  John  Romig,  James  Diet- 
rich, William  Maddern,  Solomon  Butz,  Stephen  Keck  ;  Town  Clerk, 
E.  J.  Moae  ;  Treasui'er,  John  Reichard  ;  Engineer,  A.  G,  Aschhach; 
High  Constable,  John  L.  Hanke, 

1867.— Burgess, ;  Town  Council,  Aaron  Renniger,  J.  A.Kra- 
mer, Joseph  Seip,  William  Mertz,  Nathan  Gaumer,  Thomas  Barber, 

Ephraim  Yohe,  J.  F.  Newhard,  David  Schwartz.  C.  L.  Martin, 

Klcckner,  Jesse  Wasser ;  Town  Clerk,  C.  J.  Martin  ;  Treasurer,  John 
Reichard;  Engineer,  G.  A.  Aschhach. 

1868. — Burgess,  Thomas  Mohr;  Town  Council,  Jesse  Wasser,  W.  H, 
Gausler,  Tilghman  Statler,  William  Maddern,  Samuel  McHose, 
Benjamin  Statler,  Aaron  Renniger,  Nathan  Gaumer,  Joseph  Seip, 
Thomas  Barber,  William  Mertz;  Town  Clerk,  E.J.  Mose;  Treas- 
urer, John  Reichard  ;  Eugineer,  G.  A.  Aschhach. 

1859, — Burgess,  George  Beiael;  Town  Council,  Samuel  McHose,  W,  H. 
Gausler,  Benjamin  Statler,  Tilghman  Statler,  Charles  W.  Eckert, 
J,  H,  Bush,  David  Schwartz,  William  Maddern,  Peter  Weikel,  Jesse 
Wasser;  Town  Clerk,  E,  J.  Mose;  Treasurer,  John  Reichard;  En- 
gineer, G.  A.  Aschhach. 

1860. — Burgess,  George  Beisel ;  Town  Council,  Samuel  Engelman,  Solo- 
mon Butz,  Samuel  B.  Lewis,  0.  K,  Hoffman,  Aaron  Keiter,  William 
Kichline,  (.'liarles  A.  Eckert,  David  Schwartz,  Peter  Weikel,  J,  H. 
Bush;  Town  Clerk,  E.J.  Mose;  Treasurer,  John  Reichard;  Engi- 
neer, ('..  A,  Aschhach, 

1861, — Burgess,  ;    Town  Council,   Charles    Mickley,  Owen 

Yingling,  W.  H.  Blumer,  Samuel  Roth,  James  Roney,  0,  K.  Hoff- 
man, Aaron  Keller,  Samuel  B.  Lewes,  William  Kichline,  Samuel 
Euglemau  ;  Town  Clerk,  E.  J.  Mose;  Treasurer,  John  Reichard. 

1862. — Burgess, ;  Town  Council,  Benjamin  Hagenbuch,  Charles 

Christ,  Peter  Weikel,  George  Erdman,  Charles  Wagner,  W,  H. 
Blumer,  Samuel  Roth,  Owen  Yingling,  Jas,  Roney ;  Town  Clerk, 
E.  J.  Mose  ;  Treosurer,  John  Reichard  ;  Engineer,  G.  A,  Aschhach. 

1863.— Burgess,  W.  H,  Hoffman  ;  Town  Council,  J.  S.  Graffln,  J.  A. 
Kramer,  John  P.  Bliller,  Jesse  A.  Waaser,  J.  H.  Bush,  Benjamin 
Hagenbuch,  Charles  Christ,  Peter  Weikel,  George  Erdman,  Charles 
Wagner;    Town    Clerk,    Thomas    B.    Metzgar ;    Treasurer,    John 

1  One  policeman,  Jacob  Ehrig,  was  also  appointed  this  year.    He  was 
the  first  regular  police-officer. 
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Reichard;  Engineer,  G,  A.  Aschbach  ;  High  Constable,  Daniel  W. 
Lehr. 

1864.— Burgess,  Charles  Kline;  Town  Council, ;  Town  Clerk, 

Elisha  Forrest;  Treasurer,  John  Reichard;  Engineer,  G.  A.  Asch- 
bach ;  High  Constable,  Daniel  W.  Lehr. 

1865.— Burgess, ;  Town  Council,  R.  E.Wright,  Daniel  Roth, 

John  Egge,  "W.  J.  Hoxworth,  Samuel  McHose,  John  L.  Hoffman, 
Daniel  Brown,  Joseph  Hecker,  H.  E.  Ruhe,  Amos  Ettinger;  Town 
Clerk,  Elisha  Forrest;  Treasurer,  John  Reichard;  Engineer,  Peter 
Weida  ;  High  Constable,  Jacob  M.  Ruhe. 

1866. — Burgess,  William  Kern;  Town  Council,  J.  L.  Hoffman,  Russell 
A.  Thayer,  Henry  Stetler,  Thomas  Stockel,  Edward  Ruhe,  Samuel 
McHose,  Joseph  Hecker,  John  Egge,  W.  J.  Hoxworth,  Daniel  Roth  ; 
Town  Clerk,  Elisha  Forrest;  High  Constable,  J.  M.  Ruhe. 

JUSTICES   OF  THE  PEACE,   1840-1867. 


1840 

JohnW.Hornbeck, 

1858 

John  F.  Halbaoh 

Charles  Seip. 

1859 

Ephraim  Moss. 

1841 

John  Kleckner.l 

John  F.  Ruhe. 

James  Mallene. 

Elias  Mertz. 

1844 

JohnF.  Buhe. 

1860. 

A.  K.  Wittman. 

Eli  J.  Saeger. 

1861. 

Jacob  Dillinger, 

1849. 

Eli  .r.  Saeger. 

18G2 

E.  J.  Abele, 

John  F.  Euhe. 

John  D.  Lawall, 

1860 

Jacob  Dillinger. 

1863. 

Lewis  F.  Schmidt 

1852 

John  D.  Lawall. 

Jesse  M  Young. 

1853. 

John  F.  Hallenbaoh. 

1864. 

Elias  Mertz. 

1854 

John  F.  Ruhe. 

1865. 

A.  K.  Wittman. 

1866.  Henry  T.  Kleckner. 

ALDERMEN,  1867-80. 


1870 

1872 


1874. 
1876. 
1876. 


{March  17).  Joshua  Stabler. 
Edward  Beck. 
John  Hawkins. 
(Spring).  Elias  Wertz. 
(Fall).  Tilghman  Good. 
(Fall).  Henry  T.  Kleckner. 
(Spring).  Joshua  Stabler. 
Francis  Z.  Hubuer. 
Patrick  McOloskey. 
Tobias  Kessler. 
Walter  L.  Jones. 
Heniy  S.  Kleckner. 
Elias  Mertz. 


1876.  John  H.  Hull. 

1877.  James  Hausman. 
John  W.  Sepp. 
Philip  K.  Ilartzell. 
Patrick  McCloskey. 

1879.  U.  S.  Leitzcnberger. 

1880.  Walter  L.  Jones. 

1881.  Henry  T.  Kleckner. 
E.  R.  Newhard. 

1882.  George  Pry. 
John  W.  Sepp, 
Patrick  McCoskey. 
Henry  0.  Huber. 


CONSTABLES,  1840-83. 


1843. 


1840. 


Philip  Sellers. 
Samuel  Ginkinger. 
George  Heury. 
Nathan  Bortz. 

Same  as  above,  with  excep- 
tion of  Thomas  Kramer  for 
Nathan  Bortz. 
Philip  Sellers. 
Samuel  Guckinger. 
Henry  Reichert 
Solomuu  Heimbach. 
Philip  Sellers. 
Samuel  Berger. 
R.  W.  Knipe. 
P.  A.  Sage. 
Samuel  Berger. 
Samuel  Hartman. 
Henry  W.  Knipe. 
Samuel  Berger, 
Samuel  Hartman. 
Charles  Eckert. 
Robert  Patterson. 
Samuel  Berger. 
Samuel  Hartman. 
Edward  Stettler. 
A.  Loudenberger. 
Same,  with  exception  of  Wil- 
liam Jacoby  in  place  of  Lou- 
denberger. 


1850.  Samuel  Berger. 

William  I.  Derr. 

1852.  Samuel  Berger. 

1855.  Samuel  Berger. 

P.  S.  Hankey  (High). 

1856.  Samuel  Berger. 

J.  S.  Hanke  (High). 
Samuel  Hartman. 
Adam  Hecker. 

1857.  Samuel  Berger. 
Andrew  Tingling  (High), 
Adam  Hecker. 

1858.  Edwin  Acker  (High). 
William  Fillman. 
Samuel  Berger. 

1859.  William  Fillman. 
John  Young. 
Samuel  Hartman. 
Joel  Rinebard. 
Christian  Sauers. 

1860.  Same  as  above,  with  excep- 
tion of  Charles  Seip  in  place 
of  Fillman, 

1861.  William  Hiskey. 
John  Young. 
Henry  Witte. 
Joel  Reinhard. 
Christian  Sauers. 

1862-63.  Same,  with  exception  of 


'  Northampton. 


Adam    Hecker  in  place  of 
Hiskey. 
1864.  Adam  Hecker. 
John  Young. 
Samuel  Hartman. 
Joel  Reinhard. 
Christian  Sauers. 

1866.  J.  E.  Dimmig. 
William  C.  Baumeister, 
George  Ritter. 

John  Hamman. 
Jonas  Smith. 

1867.  John  Darrohn. 
Engflbert  Zunger. 
George  Ritter. 
John  Hamman. 
David  Daubert. 
Hemon  Texler. 

1868.  John  Darrohn. 
George  F.  Henry. 
Abraham  Worman. 
Samuel  Weidenmay. 
David  Daubert. 
Charles  Fry. 

1869.  Same,  with  exception  of  last 
two,  whose  places  were  filled 
by  Stephen  Henry  and  A 
Hallacher. 

1869  (Fall).  Hiram  Zellner. 
George  F.  Henry. 
Abraham  Worman. 
Samuel  Witmeyer. 
Charles  Keinert. 
John  Breslin. 

1870.  Same,  with  exception  of  last 
two,  whose  places  were  taken 
by  Godfried  Barier  and  Mich- 
ael Hark  ins. 

1872.  Hiram  Zellner. 
George  F.  Henry. 
Abraham  Worman. 
Samuel  Wittemeyer. 
Godfried  Bauer. 
Willougbby  Beisel. 

1873.  Same,  with  exception  of 
Charles  Reinsmith  in  place 
of  Worman,  and  Hugh  Mc- 
Elroy  in  place  of  Beisel. 

1875.  William  Nagel. 
Jacob  Heberling. 
E.  P.  Metz. 
George  M.  Schmidt. 
William  Reichard. 
Hugh  McElroy, 

1876.  William  Nagle. 
Jacob  Heberling. 
Abraham  Worman. 


1876.  George  Weiss. 
William  Reichard. 
A.  Hartman. 
William  Johnson. 
Jonas  Smith. 

1877.  William  Nagle. 
Herman  Phillips. 
Daniel  Weaver. 
George  Weiss. 
William  H.  Ginkinger. 
Patrick  Seward. 
Solomon  Dillinger. 
Jonas  Smith. 

1878.  Daniel  Weaver. 
John  Dazoohn. 
Jacob  Heberling. 
Henry  W.  Stemberger. 
William  H.  Ginkinger, 
Charles  H.  Geary. 
Solomon  Dillinger, 
Jonas  Smith. 

1879.  Hiram  Zellner. 
Jacob  Heberling. 
Daniel  Weaver. 
Andrew  Yingling. 
Beuneville  Geary. 
Hugh  Durnin. 
Solomon  Dillinger. 
Jonas  Smith. 

1880.  Same  as  preceding  year, 
with  the  exception  of  Wil- 
liam P.  Johnson  in  place  of 
Dillinger. 

1881.  Oliver  Hiskey. 
Jacob  Heberling. 
Daniel  Weaver. 
Andrew  Tingling. 
Benneville  Geary. 
Henry  Wetzchad. 
William  B.  Johnson. 
Jonas  Smith. 

1882.  George  Lilly, 
John  Eshenbach. 
Daniel  Weaver. 
Bennville  Geary, 
Henry  Wertz. 
Solomon  Dillinger. 
Jonas  Smith, 

1883.  George  H.  Lilly. 
John  Eshenbach. 
Daniel  Weaver. 
Andrew  Tingling. 
Benneville  Geary. 
Hugh  Durnin. 
Jonas  Keiser. 
Jonas  Smith. 


CITY  OFFICERS. 

Mayors. 
1867.  Samuel  McHose.  l  1876,  Edward  B.  Young. 

1869.  Tilghman  H.  Good.  1878.  Alfred  J.  Martin. 

1873.  Theodore  C.  Yeager.2  i880.  E.   G.  Martin. 

1874  (Feb.  17).  Tilghman  H.  Good.  |  1883.  E  S.  Shimer. 

City  Tkeasureus. 
1867.  Jonathan       Reichard      (ap-  i  1878.  John  Koch,  Jr.  (present  in- 
P°j"te<^)-  cumbent). 

1875.  Jacob  A.  Blumer.  1 

City  Controllers. 

1876.  Reuben  S.  Shimer.  i  1879.  Charles  K.  Heist. 

1877.  Charles  Banks.  I  1881.  Walter  C.  Smith. 


2  Mr.  Yeager  died  in  December,  1873,  and  Hermon  Schuon,  president 
of  Select  Council,  by  virtue  of  his  office  became  mayor,  and  served  until 
February,  1874. 


THE   CITY   OF   ALLENTOWN. 


135 


City  Solicitors. 
1874.  George  W.  Wilson.  1880.  J.  M.  Kessler. 

1876.  Thomas  B.  Metzgar.  I  1882.  A.  P.  Ciilly. 

1878.  Marcus  C.  Kline. 

Auditor. 
1874.  Henry  J.  Hornbeck. 

City  Engineer. 
1867.  S.  D.  Lehr. 


1866.  Jacob  M.  Rube. 
1869.  Emanuel  Hofford. 
1871.  H.  T.  Kleckner. 


1875.  Daniel  Gift. 


High  Constables. 

;  1S74.  William  H.  Hilz.ai-il. 
IST,""!.  Daniel  Gift. 

Chiefs  of  Police. 

I  1878.  Tilghman  Good. 


Select  Council. 

1868. — Jacob  S.  Dillinger,  George  Erdman,  Benj.  Hagenbuch,  John  L. 
Hoffman,  Jesse  M.  Line,  Alex.  McKee,  John  McNnlty,  John  Oliver, 
Henry  Vandyke, Molir. 

1869. — Reuben  Kaufman,  Roth,  Henry  Vandyke,  Jesse  M.  Line, 

Herniiin  Schuon,  Sheirer,  John  McLean,  Jacob  S.  Dillinger, 

Thomas  Weaver,  John  L.  Hoffman.    Clerk,  J.  A.  Blumer. 

1870. — Jesse  M.  Line,  John  McLean,  John  McNulty, •  Roth, 

Scheror,  H.  Schuon,  Jesse  Weaver,  Thos.  Weaver,  Jos.  Young, 
Henry  Vandyke,  J.  L.  Hoffman,  Ale.x.  McKee,  John  McNulty. 

1871. — Herman  Schuon,  John  L.  HoiTman,  Alex.  IMcKee,  John  Mc- 
Nulty, Jos.  Weaver,  Jos.  Toung,  W.  H.  Ainey,  P.  Boyle,  Martin 
Kemerer,  James  W.  Wilson,  Jesse  Wasser,  Thos.  Mohr. 

1872. — Patrick  Bnyle,  Silas  Camp,  Abiel  Heilman,  John  Hall,  Martin 
Kemerer,  Thos.  Mohr,  Cbas.  Ruhe,  Herman  Schuon,  Jesse  Wasser, 
Jaa.  M.  Wilson,  W.  H,  Ainey. 

1873. — Patrick  Boyle,  W.  H.  Blumer.  Silas  Camp,  Abiel  Heilman,  John 

Hull,  Al.  Kramer, Leli, Quier,  Saml.  Roth,  Chas.  Ruhe, 

Her.  Schuon. 

1874.1— Thos.  Barber,  W.  H.  Blumer,  Patrick  Boyle, Leh,  Charles 

Quier,  Saml.  Roth,  Thos.  Linenny,  B.  E.  Donoughey,  Geo.  Hartzel, 
E.  R.  Newhard,  John  Nonnemacher,  Chas.  H.  Ruhe. 

1876.2 — Josiah  S.  Kern,  John  Nonnemacher,  John  L.  Hoffman,  George 
Hartzel,  Patrick  Boyle,  A.  L.  Newhard,  Joseph  Weaver,  George 
Hagenbuch. 

1879. — Wayne  Holban,  Phaon  Albright,  Ephraim  Grim,  Thomas  Weaver, 
I  W.  R.  Steckel,  Hugh  Crilly,  John  W.  Koons,  Henry  H.  Seip. 

1881.3— H.  R  Mull,  Charles  Detweiler,  JoEn  K.  Sossler,  R.  H.  Kram,  Au- 
gust Weidner,  Hugh  Crilly,  Chas.  H.  Bachman,  Milton  Walt. 

Common  Council. 

1869. Barnes,  W.  H.  Butz,  Egge,  Eph.  Grim,  Peter  Heller, 

Francis  C.  Huehner,  John  Kensinger,  B.  C.  Roth,  H.  E.  Ruhe, 

Charles  Scholl, Seip, Ferry,  Nelson  Weiser,  James  H.  Bush, 

Aug.  Keiper,  John  Nonnemacher,  Aaron  Renninger. 

1870.— W.H.H.  Butz,  Eph. Grim,  Hugh  Gallagher,  F.  Z.  Huehner,  Lewis 
Kensinger,  Reuben  Kaufman,  John  Nonnemacher,  Charles  Quier, 
W.  H.  Eohs,  H.  E.  Euh,  B.  C.  Both,  George  Roth,  Charles  Scholl, 
H.  F.  Seagreaves,  Willoughby  Trexler,  Nelson  Weiser,  William  L. 
Yohn,  A.  P.  Steckel. 

1871. Butz,  Richard  Welly,  William  Eckert,  Eph.  Grim,  George 

Fry, Good,  George  Haas, Hersh,  I.  H.  Harkins,  Augustus 

Keiper,  William  Kichline,  George  Roth,  B.  C.  Both,  A.  P.  Steckel, 
James  Trainer,  Nelson  Weiser,  James  Weis,  Peter  Quasi. 

1872.— No  record. 

1873.— L.  C.  Moore,  James  Schafer,  James  Trainer,  Reuben  Engelman, 
James  F.  Butz,  Lewis  Wolf,  Abr.  Diefenderfer,  John  Nonnemacher, 
W.  H.  Eckert,  Frank  Hartman,  John  J.  Lentz,  T.  Statler,  Walter 
L.  Jones,  Reuben  D.  Butz,  H.  A.  Santee,  Augustus  Keiper,  John  H. 
Harkins,  W.  R.  Trexler. 

1874.— John  Beiry,  John  F.  Butz,  Phaon  Diehl,  John  H.  Harkins,  Charles 
K.  Heist,  William  J.  Hoxworth,  George  Kuhl,  John  J.  Lentz,  H.  A. 
Santee,  George  Seiple,  Charles  0.  Leisenbach,  Hiram  Herner,  Daniel 
Schwoyer,  James  Trainer,  J.  H.  Troxel,  Perry  Nonnemacher,  Au- 
gust Weidner,  Lewis  Wolf. 


1  Elected  for  two  years. 

2  Reduced  to  six  members,  one  from  each  ward, 
s  Three  years,  term  expiring  April,  1884. 


1876. Abbott,  George  Deifer,  William  Eckert,  John  Flood, ■ 

Frederick,  Josiah  Kern,  George  Kuhl,  Edward  McCue,  Edward 
Mellen,M.  J  Meinell,  James  O'Donnel,  Eenjamin  Roth,  E.  J.  Saeger, 
Henry  Seip,  ReubLiii  Stabler,  Tilghman  Statler,  S.  S.  Thompson,  II. 
C.  Wagner,  John  F.  Walker,  C.  W.  Weber,  James  W.  Wilson,  Charles 
Wolf,  Robert  E.  Wright,  James  Cole. 

1876.— Matthew  Ault,  lU'iiry  Bitting,  Jacob  Fink.  George  Frcy,  Daniel 
Gerhart,  William  Kichline,  John  Lent/,,  Charles  Ludwig,  Solomon 
H.  Ludwig,  James  O'Donnel,  Edward  Sbaritz,  Reuben  Soiger,  Ed- 
ward Seip,  Elias  Stingier,  Henry  Smith. Snyder,  Henry  Stetler, 

Peter  Schwentzer,  Daniel  Schwoyer,  .lames  W.  Wilson,  R.E.Wright, 
Ephraim  Grim, Gnchenbach, I»a»liler. 

1877-78.— H.  0.  Bleohlny,  Charles  Dresher,  Wilson  Desh,  Michael  Gor- 
man, Joel  Gross,  Simon  Feldman,  John  Kline,  A.  J.  Kleppenger, 
George  Knappenberger,  John  0.  Lent/,,  Frederick  Lembach,  William 
Moll,  Edward  O'Donnell,  Conrad  Paff,  Frank  Pfenning,  Eli  J.  Saeger, 
E.  Schantz,  Daniel  Smoyer,  William  Segfreid,  Lewis  Stonebach, 
George  Stroub,  Peter  Schwentzer,  Daniel  Gerhart,  Tilghman  Statler. 

1879-80.— A.  N.  Wolf,  John  Schroth,  B.  M.  Krauss,  M.  L.  Kauffman, 
Charles  Kichline,  Henry  Berber,  William  Kress,  Joseph  Ruhe,  J. 
H.  Burger,  Abner  H.  Wind,  Phaon  Deihl,  Tilghman  Statler,  Sam- 
uel Keller,  William  Ryan,  J.  J.  Buchmilier,  Noah  Kistler,  D.  L. 
Kistler,  Hiram  Sterner, Francis  Reinhard,  Howard  Lumley,  Robert 
Steckel,  William  Schwoyer,  Adolph  Oberdorster,  William  Dutt. 

1881-82. — Glenmore  Baker,  Philip  Betzor,  Charles  Eckert,  Owen  Blumer, 
Edwin  Fink,  Benneville  Hein,  T.  H.  Boyer,  Moses  Flexer,  Henry  J. 
Schwartz,  George  G.  Blumer,  William  B.  Shaffer,  Abner  H.Wind,0. 
B.  Holman,  William  Dutt,  Allen  S.  Weiler,  H.  W.  Hunsicker,  Pat- 
rick Costello,  Martin  O'Laughlin,  Epp,  Theodore  F.  Kuauss, 

Leon  Schmoyer,  George  J.  Snyder,  John  M.  Frey,  Henry  W.  Mohr. 

1883-84. — Edgar  Lumley,  W.  0.  Butz,  Joseph  Downing,  Zephaniah  Bern- 
hard,  David  Sendal,  Edward  Snyder,  A.  H.  Boas,  William  H.  Kress, 
James  Sherer,  Phaon  Deihl,  J.  E.  Mitchell,  George  G.  Blumer,  Tilgh- 
man Statler,  W.  R.  Lawfer,  Jacob  Miller,  J.  H.  Wright,  M.  H.  GrifBn, 
John  Schlegel,  Adolph  Oberdorster,  H.  C.  Trexler,  Daniel  Yingst, 
Theodore  F.  Knauss,  William  J.  Schwoyer,  John  Van  Billiard. 

Early  Street  Improvement.— When  the  borough 
was  incorporated  the  streets  presented  a  very  irregular 
appearance.  No  grade  had  been  established,  the  road- 
ways were  uneven  and  poorly  drained,  and  sidewalks 
were  unknown.  One  of  the  first  undertakings  of  the 
Town  Council  elected  in  1811  was  the  improvement  ot 
the  streets,  and  the  second  ordinance  adopted  by  the 
body,  July  15, 1811,  was  a  step  towards  that  end.  The 
ordinance  was  entitled  "  An  Ordinance  to  enjoin 
certain  duties  to  be  performed  by  the  street  commis- 
sioners of  the  borough  of  Northampton,"  and  by  its 
second  section  they  were  "To  have  all  the  streets 
and  alleys  ranged  and  opened  according  to  the  plan 
of  the  said  town,  and  that  all  such  town  streets  and 
alleys  which  the  commissioners  think  necessary  and 
the  public  good  will  require  shall  be  by  them  cleared, 
amended,  and  repaired,  so  that  the  same  may  be  pass- 
able with  horses,  cattle,  and  wagons." 

An  ordinance  passed  May  30,  1812,  read,  "The 
road  and  street  commissioners  are  hereby  notified  to 
have  the  streets  and  alleys  surveyed,  regulated,  and 
laid  out  according  to  the  original  plan,  and  to  have 
power  to  remove  all  articles  deemed  public  nuisances, 
fences,  etc." 

It  was  also  ordained  and  enacted  "  that  in  Allen 
and  Hamilton  Streets  twelve  feet  wide  on  each  side, 
and  in  all  other  streets  ten  feet  on  each  side,  shall  be 
allowed  as  a  foot-path,  which  shall  be  kept  clear  and 
passable  by  the  owner  or  possessor  of  each  respective 
lot  or  lots  adjoining  said  footway." 

In  Section  5  of  the  same  ordinance  it  was  decreed 
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that  the  road  and  street  commissioners  of  the  bor- 
ough should  proceed  to  employ  a  surveyor  or  sur- 
veyors as  soon  as  convenient  to  lay  out  the  streets 
and  alleys,  at  least  before  the  16th  day  of  September, 
1812,  and  the  streets  so  to  be  laid  out  were  comprised 
within  the  following  bounds,  viz. :  "  Union  Street,  ex- 
tending from  Ann  Street  to  Margaret ;  John,  Hamil- 
ton, Andrew,  and  Turner  Streets,  every  one  of  them 
to  begin  from  Ann  Street,"and  to  extend  to  Margaret 
Street,  and  Ann,  James,  Allen,  William,  and  Marga- 
ret Streets,  to  begin  from  Union,  and  to  extend  as  far 
as  Turner  Street,  including  all  such  alleys  as  may 
fall  within  the  above-mentioned  limits,  provided  that 
no  lot  containing  a  crop  of  grain  or  any  other  crop 
shall,  in  consequence  of  this  ordinance,  be  disturbed, 
nor  the  fences  of  such  lots  removed  before  such  crops 
shall  be  gathered.'' 

Ordinance  No.  6,  passed  a  little  later  than  the  fore- 
going, provided  for  the  opening  of  William  (Sixth) 
Street,  "  from  its  intersection  with  Turner  Street  to 
the  farthest  extremity  of  the  plan  of  the  borough." 
Section  2  provided  that  the  commissioners  should 
"  notify  the  proprietor  immediately,  or  his  agent,  so 
that  they  may  remove  such  wood  as  may  be  found 
growing  thereon  and  dispose  at  their  own  pleasure 
within  twenty  days  after  they  are  duly  notified." 

Notwithstanding  the  several  actions  of  the  Coun- 
cil, but  little  was  done  in  the  way  of  street  improve- 
ments during  the  first  fifteen  years  of  the  existence 
of  the  borough  government.  On  June  4,  1828,  we 
find  that  the  following  resolution  or  ordinance  was 
adopted  by  the  Council : 

"Whereas  numerous  complaints  are  daily  made  respecting  the  state 
of  the  streets,  alleys,  gutters,  and  pavements  in  the  borough,  and  the 
progress  of  improvement  demands  the  attention  of  this  Council,  be  it 
ordained  and  enacted  that  the  four  principal  streets,  and  as  many  of  the 
other  by-Btreets  as  the  citizens  residing  and  holding  property  in  such 
streets  desire,  shall  be  regulated  according  to  a  reasonable  plan  of  de- 
scent from  the  highest  parts  of  each  of  them,  and  that  the  pavements 
and  gutters  be  laid  out  to  correspond  as  much  as  possible  with  the  nat- 
ural rise  and  descent  of  the  adjoining  streets." 

This  plan  contemplated  the  taking  of  the  market- 
place as  the  standard  point,  and  the  measurement  of 
the  respective  descents  in  every  street  from  it.  The 
lot-owners  were  "  to  set  up  curbstones  and  fix  gutters 
as  the  regulators  should  direct." 

In  May,  1832,  Simon  Sweitzer  was  appointed  chief 
engineer,  "to  regulate  pavements,  curbs,  gutters, 
streets,  etc.,"  and  in  the  following  June  he  reported 
a  plan  "for  leveling  and  regulating  Market  Square 
and  Hamilton  Street  to  the  Jordan,"  which  was 
favored  by  the  Council  and  acted  upon,  though  only 
to  a  limited  extent. 

Enoch  Lewis  made  a  plan  for  the  systematic 
grading  of  the  streets  and  conformance  of  the  side- 
walks to  the  same  in  1835,  and  an  ordinance  was 
passed  by  the  Council  in  August  of  that  year  obliging 
property-owners  to  dig  down  or  fill  up  their  sidewalks 
in  accordance  therewith.  From  this  time  on  an  en- 
gineer was  regularly  employed,  receiving  his  office  at 


first  by  appointment  and  afterwards  by  election,  and 
street  improvement  was  carried  on  quite  rapidly  and 
effectively. 

Market-Houses. — During  the  first  few  years  after 
the  organization  of  the  borough  it  does  not  appear  to 
have  occurred  to  any  member  of  the  Council  that  a 
public  market  was  necessary,  and,  indeed,  the  small 
population  of  the  town  did  not  demand  one.  The 
market  prices  quoted  in  the  newspapers  for  a  number 
of  years  were  those  of  Easton,  but  in  1815  an  Allen- 
town  market-list  was  reported,  and  afterwards  regu- 
larly appeared.  No  provision  was  made  for  the  es- 
tablishment of  a  regular  market-house  until  1817, 
and  prior  to  that  time,  if  there  was  any  market,  it 
was  an  open  one,  a  mere  assemblage  of  vendors. 
Upon  the  22d  of  March,  1817,  however,  the  Legisla- 
ture passed  an  act  authorizing  the  Council  to  erect  a 
market-house  at  the  intersection  of  Allen  (Seventh) 
and  Hamilton  Streets,  in  the  public  square,  and  the 
authorities  soon  carried  out  the  measure  they  were 
thus  empowered  to.  The  structure  was  a  small  one, 
and  stood  about  midway  between  the  locations  now 
occupied  by  the  Allen  and  Eagle  Hotels.  On  August 
15th  we  find  that  an  ordinance  was  passed  prescribing 
rules  for  the  rental  of  stalls,  prohibitions,  penalties, 
etc.  The  market  was  open  at  that  time  on  Wednes- 
days and  Saturdays  from  four  to  nine  o'clock  a.m.  in 
summer,  and  from  six  to  ten  o'clock  a.m.  in  winter. 
In  August,  1824,  an  ordinance  was  adopted  which 
provided  that  all  dealers  must  submit  their  weights 
and  measures  to  the  clerk  of  the  market,  whose  duty 
it  should  be  to  adjust  them. 

In  1832  measures  were  taken  to  erect  hay-scales  on 
the  square,  near  the  market-house.  They  occupied 
that  locality  for  many  years,  and  a  frame,  in  which  a 
borough  official  corded  and  measured  wood,  occupied 
contiguous  ground. 

The  present  market-house,  on  the  corner  of  Linden 
Street  and  Church  Alley,  was  completed  in  August, 
1859.  It  is  ninety-one  feet  long  by  fifty-one  feet 
wide,  with  entrances  at  either  end  and  side,  and  con- 
tains thirty-six ,  stalls.  Market-days  are  Tuesdays, 
Thursdays,  and  Saturdays. 

The  Water-Works.— The  construction  of  water- 
works in  Allentown  solved  a  great  problem,  and 
made  possible  the  development  of  the  village  into  a 
city.  The  slow  growth  prior  to  1828-29  was  in  a 
large  measure  due  to  the  great  difficulty  of  securing 
water,  because  of  the  elevation  of  the  town.  Small 
quantities  of  water  for  drinking  purposes  were  ob- 
tained from  three  or  four  very  deep  wells.  The  ma- 
jority of  people  had  no  wells,  not  being  able  to  sus- 
tain the  great  cost  of  digging  them  to  a  depth  of  from 
one  hundred  to  one  hundred  and  twenty  feet.  Most 
of  the  water  was  hauled  by  teams  from  the  Jordan  or 
Little  Lehigh  and  peddled  about  the  town.  Some  of 
the  residents  of  the  borough,  seeing  very  early  the  im- 
portance of  obtaining  a  good  water-supply,  not  sim- 
ply as  a  matter  of  convenience  to  themselves  but  as  a 
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measure  necessary  to  the  prosperity  and  growth  of 
Allentown,  took  measures  to  bring  about  the  de- 
sired result.  An  act  of  the  Legislature  authorizing 
the .  organization  of  a  water  company,  and  prescrib- 
ing limitations  of  its  power,  was  approved  Feb.  13, 
1816,  in  which  Peter  Newhard,  Charles  H.  Martin, 
Peter  Snyder,  William  Boas,  and  Solomon  Gangwere 
were  named  as  commissioners.  Section  XI.  provided 
that  if  the  company  did  not  proceed  with  the  work 
within  three  years  after  the  passage  of  the  act,  or  did 
not  complete  the  same  within  five  years  so  far  as  to 
have  conveyed  the  water  within  the  limits  of  the 
borough,  its  rights,  liberties,  and  franchises  should 
revert  to  the  commonwealth.  Section  XII.  provided 
that  if,  after  the  year  1834,  the  borough  should  be 
disposed  to  purchase  the  interest  of  the  company,  its 
authorities  should  be  permitted  to  do  so,  the  sum  to 
be  judged  by  seven  disinterested  men.  This  act  was 
not  immediately  productive  of  any  favorable  result. 
The  act  of  1816  was,  however,  revived  March  25, 
1825 ;  John  J.  Krause,  Henry  Wilson,  Abraham 
Newhard,  Solomon  Gangwere,  and  Michael  Schnei- 
der being  appointed  commissioners  to  effect  the  raising 
of  stock  and  organization  of  a  company.  This  act  pro- 
vided that  the  borough  might  purchase  the  works  after 
the  year  lS-t3.  Operations  were  begun  under  the  re- 
vived act  by  the  securing  of  stock  subscriptions  at  ten 
dollars  per  share,  and  by  Aug.  28,  1826,  good  results 
had  been  obtained,  as  the  following  list  of  subscribers, 
with  the  number  of  shares  taken  by  each,  will  testify  : 


No.  of  Shares. 

Abraham  Worman 10 

Philip  Brong 3 

John  J.  Krause 5 

Henry  EbnerA  Co 10 

Charles  Kramer 2 

Charles  L.  Hutter 3 

Daniel  Fried 5 

Michael  Schneider,  Jr 5 

Jacob  Newhard 2 

Bernhart  Keeae 5 

Oliristian  F.  Beitel 4 

Abraham  Newhard 4 

Peter  Newliard 5 

Daniel  Zeller 4 

Jacob  Newhard 2 

/Jonas  Kuntz 2 

'  Selfridgc  &  AVilson S 

William  Fry 5 

John  Rice 5 

Peter*  Hoflfmaii 3 

George  Haberacker 5 

John  S.  Gibons 5 

Charles  Hutter •■    2 

George  Keck 5 

Christian  Boobst 5 

Leonard  Nagle 2 

Andrew  Gangwere 2 

Andrew  Klotz 2 

Michael  D.  Bberhart 5 

John  Spangenberg 3 

Louis  Schmidt 5 

Jacob  Stein 2 

Charles  H.Martin 10 

Gangwere  &  Schaffer 10 

Jacob  Saeger 10 

Walter  0.  Livingston 25 

John  Miller 20 

Frederick  Heineman 5 

Jacob  Stern 5 

Godfrey  and  Christian  Pretz 10 

John  D.  Roney 5 

Nicholas  Saeger 5 

Abraham  Rinker 2 

Henry  Weaver 2 

Henry  Reichart 5 

Timothy  Geidner 2 

Peter  Bhoads S 

John  Eckert 5 


No.  of  Shares. 

Jacob  Statler 5 

John  Miller  (tailor) 5 

Robert  May  Brooks 10 

Margaret  Wilson 10 

Charles  Davis 5 

James  Hall 2 

Walter  C.  Livingston 5 

Conrad    Knerr,  John   Bogart, 

commissioners    of     Lehigh 

County 50 

Abraham  Horn 1 

William  Eckert 6 

William  Glnkinger 1 

Martin  Schwenk 2 

Charles  A.  Gross 2 

John  Wilson 3 

Benjamin  Ludwig 3 

John  Ealer 1 

Charles  Seagreaves 2 

Peter  Hoffman 2 

Andrew  Krauss 10 

John  W.  Jungkurth 2 

Moses  Horn 1 

John  Smith 1 

John  F.  Kuhe 2 

Moses  Horn 1 

Charles  Kramer 2 

John  Giltner 2 

Henry  Ebner  &  Co 20 

Keck  &  Saeger 5 

Peter  Newhard 3 

Jonas  Smith 2 

Jooas  Kuntz 1 

Joseph  Weiss 3 

Selfridge  &  Wilson 5 

John  B.  Moser 1 

Frederick  Hyneman 6 

Charles  Davis 2 

Walter  C.  Livingston  and  John 

Rice WO 

Henry  King  and  John  Rice....  20 

John  Stra^sburger 10 

Joseph  Fry 2 

Andrew  Gangwere 3 

Corporation    of    borough     of 

Northampton,  by   John    J. 

Krause,  burgess 500 

William  W.  Weaver 4 


The  organization  was  known  as  the  Northampton 
Water  Company.  The  first  election  was  held  June  4, 
1827,  at  the  house  of  Michael  Schneider,  at  which 
time  and  place  five  managers  were  chosen  to  serve  for 
the  ensuing  year,  viz. :  Walter  C.  Livingston,  John 
Miller  (fuller),  Peter  Hoffman,  John  Rice,  and  Charles 
H.  Martin.  Subsequently  Livingston  was  chosen 
president  and  John  Rice  secretary,— a  fact  which, 
taken  in  connection  with  their  large  ownership  of 
stock,  as  indicated  by  the  list,  shows  them  to  have 
been  among  the  foremost  men  in  pushing  the  water- 
works project  to  completion. 

The  company  resolved  to  use  the  water  from  the 
clear  and  strong-flowing  spring  near  the  Little  Lehigh, 
in  the  south  part  of  town,  owned  by  Abraham  Wor- 
man, and  since  called  the  "  Silver  Spring,"  or  "  Chrys- 
tal  Spring,"  and  purchased  the  site  from  the  owner. 
Pumping-works  were  erected  where  the  present  ones 
are,  and  a  reservoir  constructed  where  those  now  in 
use  are  located.  The  pumping  was  done  by  water- 
power,  the  stream  of  the  Little  Lehigh  driving  a 
breast-wheel  which  communicated  the  power  to  the 
pumps,  and  answered  the  purpose  very  well  until  the 
growth  of  the  town  made  more  thorough  arrange- 
ments necessary.  This  work  was  accomplished  in 
1828-29,'  and  pipes  laid  along  Hamilton  Street  to 
Fifth.  The  number  of  shares  subscribed  for  had  in 
the  mean  time  been  augmented,  and  in  1829  there  were 
one  thousand  and  forty-one,  making  the  stock  of  the 
company  ten  thousand  four  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 
The  deed  from  Abraham  Worman  to  the  company 
giving  them  the  right  "  to  enter  and  dig  across  his 
premises  a  trench  to  the  large  spring  near  his  dwell- 
ing," and  to  use  the  water  from  it,  was  not  signed 
until  March  19,  1831.  On  the  30th  of  April,  of  the 
same  year,  Walter  C.  Livingston  deeded  to  the  North- 
ampton Water  Company  the  lot  of  land  "on  which 
the  reservoir  or  cistern  had  previously  been  con- 
structed," sixty  by  two  hundred  and  thirty  feet,  on 
the  north  side  of  John  Street  (now  Fountain),  bounded 
on  each  side  by  an  alley.  Two  other  lots  adjoining 
were  sold  to  the  company  the  same  day  by  other  per- 
sons. 

From  this  time  on,  for  ten  or  a  dozen  years,  the 
affairs  of  the  company  progressed  smoothly  and  satis- 
factorily, though  slowly.  The  pipes  were  slowly  ex- 
tended on  Seventh,  Sixth,  and  Fifth  Streets  as  there 
was  demand  for  them,  but  in  other  respects  very  little 
was  done  in  the  direction  of  improving  the  effective- 
ness of  the  works.  In  1839  the  president  was  Peter 
Newhard,  and  the  secretary  John  Eckert.  In  1841 
the  capital  stock  paid  in  was  sixteen  thousand  two 
hundred  and  seventy-one  dollars,  and  the  water-rents 
amounted  to  one  thousand  and  sixty  dollars  and  forty- 


1  The  records  of  the  Northampton  Water  Company  for  the  years  prior 
to  1841  having  been  destroyed,  with  the  exception  of  one  book  giving 
the  list  of  original  stockholders,  it  is  impossible  to  make  an  exact  and 
detailed  statement  concerning  the  earliest  period  of  the  company's  his- 
tory. 
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four  cents.     About  this  time  it  became  necessary  to 
increase  tlie  reservoir  capacity  of  the  works,  and  a 
new  cistern  was  dug.     It  proved,  however,  to  be  in 
poor  ground,  and  leaked  so  badly  that  it  was  of  little 
use.     In  May,  1843,  the  then  secretary  of  the  com- 
pany, A.  L.  Euhe,  was  instructed  to  bring  Charles  D. 
Bishop,  a  civil  engineer  of  Bethlehem,  to  the  ground, 
and  to  obtain  his  opinion  as  to  whether  it  was  best  to 
attempt  the  mending  of  the  new  or  to  rebuild  the  old. 
He  gave  his  opinion  in  favor  of  the  latter,  and  it  was 
rebuilt  at  a  cost  of  eight  hundred  and  thirteen  dollars. 
A   short  time   prior  to  1830,  the  town  having  in- 
creased considerably  in  population,  and  the  company 
having   extended    its  pipes   to   a  largely   increased 
number  of  houses,  found  that  it  could  not,  with  the 
facilities  it  possessed,  furnish  a  sufficient  water-sup- 
ply.    This  occasioned  great  dissatisfaction  to  the  con- 
sumers and  the  people  generally,  ahd  for  the  next  two 
or  three  years  constant  complaints  were  made,  and 
various  measures  resorted  to  with  a  view  of  forcing 
the  company  to  increase  its  power  and  afford  a  con- 
stant and  adequate  supply  of  water.     The  first  of 
these  coercive  steps  was  a  movement  to  form  a  new 
company, — a  project  which  was  seriously  considered 
by  only  a  few  people,  except  as  a  stimulus  to  the 
spirit  of  the    old   company,   although   the  plan  of 
bringing  water  from  the  Lehigh  Mountain  by  gravity 
was  talked  of  by  some.     A  charter  for  the  Allentown 
Water  Company  was  granted  Jan.  29,  1850,  the  com- 
missioners named  in  the  act  being  Jacob  Bitz,  Charles 
Seagreaves,   Jacob    Miller,   Thomas    Weaver,   Jesse 
Samuels,   John    Appel,  Peter   Troxell,   and    Henry 
Reichart.     The  Water  Company  was  not  in  the  best 
of  circumstances  financially  at  this  time.     It  had  just 
bought  (in  1850)  the  spring  property  and  lands  ad- 
joining from  Henry  King  for  six  thousand  three  hun- 
dred and  fifteen  dollars,  and  although  a  portion  of  the 
lands  had  been  resold  (to  Weaver  and  Ludwig),  it 
was  in  debt  for  about  one-third  of  the  amount  of  pur- 
chase, and  dividends  had  not  been  large  or  frequent. 
Hence,  although  the  company  doubtless  saw  the  ne- 
cessity of  making  improvements,  and  was  willing  and 
even  anxious  to  make  them,  nothing  was  immediately 
done.     In   1851   it  was  shown  that  the   number  of 
shares  issued  had  been  seventeen  hundred  and  nine- 
teen, and  that  the   amount  of  stock  was  seventeen 
thousand  one  hundred  and  ninety  dollars.     But  the 
works  had  cost  after  that  time  thirty-seven  thousand 
nine  hundred  and  seventy-four  dollars,  or  over  twenty 
thousand  dollars  more  than  the  stock  amounted  to. 
It  was  proposed  that  stock  should  be  issued  to  the 
full  amount,  and  that  measure  was  carried  out  not 
long  after.     On  April  8,  1852,  citizens  assembled  in  a 
public  meeting,  of  which  E.  E.  Wright  was  president, 
denounced  the  Northampton  Water  Company  for  its 
failure  to  regularly  supply  sufficient  water,  and  passed 
resolutions  censuring  the  officers  for  mismanagement. 
Subsequently  a  committee,  consisting  of  Jesse  Sam- 
uels, John  B.  Moser,  and  Charles  S.  Bush,  was  ap- 


pointed, with  instructions  to  proceed  against  the  com- 
pany, and  to  eflTect  a  forfeiture  of  its  charter.     Just 
what  was  done  by  this  committee  is  not  at  this  time 
known.     It  is  sufficient  to  say  that  the  charter  was  not 
forfeited,  and  that  under  a  new  board  of  managers, 
elected  May  11,  1852,  and  consisting  of  John  Eckert 
Michael   D.   Eberhard,   Joseph    Weaver,   and   John 
Diefenderfer,  steps  were  taken  which  resulted  in  the 
improvement  of  the  works  and  the  removal  of  dis- 
satisfaction.    In  September,  1852,  two  half-lots  near 
the  reservoir  were  purchased  from  Simon  Schweitzer 
for  four  hundred  dollars,  as  a  step  preliminary  to  in- 
creasing the  capacity  of  the  works.     On  September 
15th  it  was  moved-  in  the  board  meeting  that,  as  the 
water-power,  forcing  pumps,  reservoir,  etc.,  were  in- 
adequate, a  committee  be  appointed  to  buy  the  mills 
on  the  Little  Lehigh,  with  a  view  of  increasing  the 
former.     These  mills  were  the  property  respectively 
of  G.  C.  Von  Tagen,  of  Philadelphia,  and  A.  A.  & 
J.  D.  Wagner.     The  committee,  consisting  of  Lewis 
Schmidt,  Joseph  Weaver,  Michael  D.  Eberhard,  and 
John  Diefenderfer,  found  that  the  Von  Tagen  mill 
could  be  purchased  for  ten  thousand  dollars,  and  the 
Wagner  mill  for  seven  thousand  dollars.     They  re- 
ported in  October  to  the  stockholders,  who  approved 
of  the  purchase,  and  it  was  accordingly  made.     The 
mills  were  then  let  to  Joseph  Dietrich  for  one  thou- 
sand and  fifty  dollars  per  year,  with  the  special  pro- 
viso in  the  lease  that  the  water  was  never  to  be  drawn 
ofi'  below  a  line  six  inches  from  the  top  of  the  dam, 
that  sufficient  might  always  be  left  to  run  the  pump- 
ing  machinery  of  the  water-works.     In   December, 
1852,  it  was  decided  to  build  a  new  reservoir,  thirty- 
six  by  one  hundred  feet.     A  special  act  of  the  Legis- 
lature authorizing  the  company  to  borrow  twenty-five 
thousand  dollars  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  these 
and  other  measures  was  pa.ssed  Jan.  19,  1853.     The 
several   improvements  were   accomplished,  and   the 
enlarged  capacity  of  the  works  proved  generally  very 
satisfactory.     A  new  water-wheel  and  pump  were  put 
in  operation  in  1856,  and  what  was  called  the  water- 
house  was  built  about  the  same  time. 

It  was  not  until  1855  that  the  name  of  the  organi- 
zation was  changed,  by  special  act  of  the  Legislature, 
from  the  Northampton  to  the  Allentown  Water  Com- 
pany, although  the  name  of  the  borough  had  been 
changed  seventeen  years  before. 

In  1866  the  company  sold  the  mill  property  to 
Henry  and  Joshua  Schnurman,  and  in  the  following 
year  sold  the  spring  property  to  Peter  Berndt  and 
Edwin  K.  Crader  for  ten  thousand  dollars,  reserving, 
of  course,  the  right  of  using  the  water. 

In  1869  the  water-works  passed  into  the  possession 
of  the  city.  The  works  had  been  ofl'ered  by  the  com- 
pany during  the  winter  of  1868-69,  and  at  the  spring 
election,  the  question  being  left  to  the  voters,  they  de- 
cided, by  a  large  majority,  that  the  Councils  should 
purchase  the  property.  On  April  18th  the  board  of 
managers,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  Councils  had 
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been  authorized  to  accept  the  works  of  the  company 
under  the  provision  of  the  charter,  appointed  their 
president,  Joseph  Weaver,  and  secretary,  W.  H.  Blu- 
mer,  as  a  committee  to  negotiate  with  a  committee 
from  Councils.  The  latter,  a  joint  committee  of 
Select  and  Common  Councils,  J.  P.  Barnes  and  A. 
M.  Kee,  conferred  with  the  water  company's  commit- 
tee (in  which  C.  E.  Christ  had  been  substituted  for 
Joseph  Weaver),  and  they  made  report  that  they  had 
agreed  upon  the  following: 

"  That  the  Baid  Water  Company  agree  to  pay  tL  e  interest  in  full  on  all 
their  outstanding  bonds  up  to  Jan.  1, 1870,  and  they  have  the  said  honds 
extended  for  a  term  of  ten  years  from  that  date,  with  interest  payable 
semi-annually  on  the  fli-st  days  of  July  and  January  ;  that  they  negoti- 
ate the  Water  Company's  stock,  with  the  consent  of  the  owners,  into  a 
six  per  cent,  city  loan  for  a  favorable  term  of  years,  with  interest  from 
April  1.  1S70,  payable  semi-annually.  They  pay  all  the  debts  of  the 
Water  Company  owing  or  contracted  for,  in  fuel,  up  to  Julyl,  1869,  and 
turn  over  said  water-works,  with  all  its  rights,  titles,  privileges,  or  ap- 
purtenances whatsoever  belonging  thereto,  as  soon  as  necessary  arrange- 
ments can  be  completed  to  do  so,  to  the  city  authorities.  The  city  to 
pay  all  the  expense  Incurred  in  carrying  on  said  water-works  from  and 
after  July  Ist  next  (1863),  and  receive  all  moneys  due  from  and  after 
that  date,  except  for  annual  resident  water  permits,  now  in  the  hands 
of  the  managers  of  the  Water  Company." 

The  works,  on  becoming  the  property  of  the  city, 
were  placed  under  the  general  management  of  a  joint 
committee  of  Councils,  consisting  of  Jesse  M.  Line 
and  Joseph  Weaver,  of  the  Select,  and  J.  P.  Barnes, 
William  Egge,  and  F.  C.  Heebner,  of  the  Common 
branch.  Charles  E.  Christ  was  made  superintendent. 
In  1875  the  works  were  placed  in  the  management  of 
a  water  commission,  consisting  of  J.  W.  Grubb,  John 
E.  ShoU,  Peter  Brow,  and  John  Stetler.  E.  A. 
Thayer  was  superintendent  from  March  9,  1875,  to 
April  7,  1879,  when  he  gave  place  to  the  present  in- 
cumbent, S.  S.  Thompson. 

Under  the  city  management  the  water-works  have 
been  made  more  effective  and  reliable  than  ever  be- 
fore, and  are  very  justly  the  pride  of  the  community. 
The  supply  of  water  having  sometimes  run  low  in 
summer,  when  the  droughts  reduced  the  stream  relied 
on  for  pumping  power,  it  was  decided  to  introduce 
steam,  and  that  work  was  accomplished  in  the  winter 
of  1880-81.     The  engine  and  attachments  were  put  in 
by  William  F.  Moser  &  Co.,  of  this  city,  at  a  cost 
slightly  exceeding  six  thousand  dollars.     Since  this 
improvement  was  made  the  works  have  been  ample 
in  capacity  for  the  needs  of  the  city,  and  have  given 
perfect  satisfaction.     The  total  cost  of  the  works  to 
the  present  has  been,  in  round  figures,  one  hundred 
and  ninety-five  thousand   dollars.      There   are   now 
twenty-six  miles  of  water-pipes  in  the  city,  one  hun- 
dred fire-hydrants,  and  three  thousand  hydrants  for 
families.    The  two  reservoirs  hold  an  aggregate  of 
four  hundred  and  ten  thousand   two   hundred   and 
forty-one  gallons.     The   pumping  machinery  has  a 
capacity   of  nine   hundred   and   twelve   gallons  per 
minute,  or  about  one  million  three   hundred  and 
eleven  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighty  gallons 
per  day  of  twenty-four  hours.     The  pumps  are  not 
run,  however,  continuously,  and  steam-power  is  not 


used  except  when  the  stream  is  in  such  condition  as 
to  make  it  necessary. 

The  great  spring  from  which  the  city  is  supplied, 
it  is  estimated,  is  capable  of  supplying  a  city  of  one 
hundred  thousand  population.  The  pipe  connecting 
it  with  the  pumping  works  delivers  one  million  gal- 
lons daily  at  the  latter,  and  the  volume  of  the  crystal 
flood  which  runs  unused  from  the  spring  into  the 
Little  Lehigh  is  sufficient  to  turn  a  large  overshot 
wheel.  The  spring  is  one  of  the  most  beautiful  and 
copious  in  the  country,  and  the  water  is  absolutely 
pure. 

Fire  Matters— The  First  Parade  in  Allentown 
—The  Department  under  the  City  Government.— 
The  first  action  of  the  authorities  concerning  protec- 
tion against  fire  was  an  ordinance  passed  by  the  Town 
Council  July  15,  1811,  directing  "the  street  com- 
missioner to  provide  fire-ladders  for  the  Borough 
of  Northampton,"  one  to  be  thirty  and  the  other 
twenty  feet  long  ;  and  the  next  action  of  which  there 
is  any  record  was  an  ordinance  passed  Jan.  2,  1816, 
"  to  prohibit  the  misuse  of  fire-ladders,  hooks,  and 
other  property  of  the  corporation."  The  first  engine 
was  purchased  in  1820,  and  an  entry  in  the  county 
commissioners'  records  shows  that  they  paid  in  that 
year  for  "  fire-engine  and  buckets"  the  sum  of  five 
hundred  and  twenty-four  dollars.  The  Friendship 
or  Northampton  Company,  which  was  the  first  in 
town,  was  doubtless  organized  at  that  time  and  took 
charge  of  the  engine.  There  is  no  record  of  the 
Lehigh  Hose  Company,  afterwards  an  engine  com- 
pany, until  1830.  A  hose-wagon  was  bought  by  the 
Council  in  that  year.  On  May  7,  1836,  the  Council 
resolved  "that  a  joint  committee,  to  consist  of  one 
member  of  the  Lehigh  Fire  Company,  one  mem- 
ber of  the  hose  company,  and  one  member  of  the 
Friendship  Fire  Company,  be  appointed  to  procure, 
on  the  credit  of  the  borough,  four  hundred  feet  of 
hose,  four  axes  (two  for  each  engine  company),  to 
have  one  goose-neck  for  the  Lehigh  Company,  and 
to  have  the  engine-house  of  the  Friendship  Company 
repaired  as  they  deem  necessary."  The  committee 
appointed  consisted  of  George  Keck,  of  the  Lehigh, 
William  Boas,  of  the  Friendship,  and  Joseph  Weiss, 
of  the  hose  company. 

In  June,  1837,  a  petition  was  presented  to  the 
Council  by  "  the  Northampton  Friendship  Fire  Com- 
pany" praying  for  a  new  engine.  Although  the  bor- 
ough records  make  no  exhibit  of  future  action,  it  is 
probable  that  the  prayer  was  granted  the  following 
year,  for  the  county  records  show  that  in  1838  an  ap- 
propriation of  one  hundred  dollars  was  allowed  the 
borough  of  Northampton  for  purchasing  an  engine. 
About  this  time  the  Humane  Company  was  organized, 
and  they  received  a  new  engine,  doubtless  the  one 
for  which  the  appropriation  was  allowed.  In  the 
Bulletin  of  Aug.  22,  1838,  the  officers  of  the  company, 
Joseph  F.'  Newhard,  president,  and  A.  P.  Ehoads, 
secretary,  published   a   card   thanking  their  fellow- 
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citizens  for  the  kind  and  flattering  reception  they 
were  accorded  on  the  occasion  of  the  introduction  of 
their  new  engine.  E.  F.  Smith  was  the  secretary  of 
the  Northampton  or  Friendship  Company  at  this 
time,  as  the  Bidletin  files  show,  and  Eli  J.  Saeger  was 
president  of  the  Lehigh  in  1840,  while  Benjamin 
Hagenbuch  was  vice-president,  Ephraim  Grim  secre- 
tary, and  Charles  L.  Geitner  treasurer. 

The  first  firemen's  parade  in  AUentown  was  made 
upon  Aug.  26,  1843,  Maj.  Strauss  acting  as  chief  mar- 
shal. The  hose  company,  the  Friendship,  the  Le- 
high, and  the  Humane  were  all  out  in  force.  Each 
of  the  engines  was  drawn  by  four  horses,  and  the 
horses  and  engines  were  richly  decorated  with  laurel, 
evergreen  wreaths,  and  flowers.  After  the  parade  the 
companies  indulged  in  a  "  cold-water  fight"  on  the 
square,  in  which  nearly  all  of  the  men  received  a 
drenching.  The  prominent  men  of  the  companies 
then  included  the  following :  The  hose  company, 
Joseph  Weiss,  James  Hartman,  and  Jonathan  Eei- 
chard;  the  Friendship,  F.  Samuels,  M.  S.  Young, 
and  Thomas  Seip ;  the  Lehigh,  J.  W.  Wilson,  E.  L. 
Newhard,  and  Benjamin  Hagenbuch  ;  the  Humane, 
Joseph  Young,  R.  Strauss,  E.  E.  Wright,  and  J.  F. 
Newhard.  These  men  served  as  committees  of  their 
respective  companies  in  arranging  the  parade. 

The  first  hook-and-ladder  company  was  organized 
in  1848,  chiefly  through  the  instrumentality  of  Ben- 
jamin Hagenbuch. 

The  old  companies  have  all  passed  out  of  existence 
and  others  have  taken  their  places.  The  Good  Will 
was  organized  June  27,  1850,  and  received  the  engine 
formerly  owned  by  the  Humane,  which  in  later  years 
passed  into  the  possession  of  the  Slatington  company. 
Tiighman  H.  Good  was  the  first  president  of  the 
Good  Will.  This  company  obtained  the  first  steamer 
used  in  the  town  in.  1865,  the  company  paying  two 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars  and  the  borough  a  like 
amount  The  present  one — a  Silsby  rotary  engine — 
was  bought  in  1876,  the  company  paying  eight  hun- 
dred dollars  of  the  sum  which  it  cost.  The  Good 
Will  was  incorporated  in  1868.  Its  house  was  built 
by  the  city  in  1870. 

The  Columbia,  which  was  the  successor  of  the 
Friendship,  was  organized  Dec.  13,  1853,  when  Joseph 
F.  Newhard  was  elected  president,  James  W.  Wilson 
secretary,  and  William  H.  Blumer  treasurer.  A 
hand-engine  and  hose-carriage  were  bought  in  1854, 
and  the  steamer  now  owned  by  the  company,  the 
second  in  town,  on  April  7,  1866.  The  house  was 
built  in  1854-55,  and  the  third  and  fourth  floors 
have  been  added  since.  The  steamer,  which  is  a 
first-class  Silsby,  cost  six  thousand  dollars,  of  which 
amount  the  company  paid  three  thousand  five  hun- 
dred dollars,  which  was  raised  by  subscription  and  a 
fair. 

The  America  Hose  Company,  which  is  a  descend- 
ant of  the  Lehigh  through  the  Young  America  and 
the  Eagle,  was  organized  in  1864,  James  Hausman 


being  elected  the  first  president.  Its  house  was  built 
in  1870. 

The  Liberty  was  organized  with  forty  members, 
John  W.  Sepp,  president,  Sept.  20,  1869.  Its  house 
was  built  two  years  later,  and  the  steamer  purchased 
in  the  intervening  time. 

The  Hibernia  Hose  Company,  of  the  Sixth  Ward, 
was  organized  in  1871,  and  the  Allen  Fire-Engine 
Company,  of  the  First  Ward,  about  the  same  time, 
though  it  did  not  receive  the  fine  Amoskeag  steamer 
now  in  its  custody  until  1882.  The  Eeserve  Hook- 
and-Ladder  Company  came  into  existence  in  1881. 

On  Feb.  9,  1870,  the  various  companies  were 
brought  under  the  present  collective  organization  as 
a  city  department.  Simon  P.  Snyder,  who  had  been 
chief  under  the  old  organization,  was  the  first  under 
the  new.  W.  K.  Euhe  was  elected  in  1872,  and  served 
until  1 875,  making  in  1873  the  first  report  to  the  mayor 
and  Councils  that  was  ever  compiled  for  this  depart- 
ment. Jacob  S.  Eeninger  became  chief  in  1875,  and 
served  till  1878,  when  the  present  incumbent,  John 
P.  Dillinger,  assumed  the  duties  of  the  ofiice.  The 
Fire  Department  has  been  brought  to  a  high  degree 
of  effectiveness  under  his  management.  The  depart- 
ment is  partly  paid  and  partly  volunteer.  It  consists 
of  one  chief,  seven  assistant  chiefs,  four  foremen  of 
steamer  companies,  four  assistant  foremen  of  steamer 
companies,  two  foremen  of  hose  companies,  two  as- 
sistant foremen  of  hose  companies,  one  foreman  of 
hook-and-ladder  company,  one  assistant  foreman  of 
hook-and-ladder  company,  four  engineers  of  steamers, 
four  drivers  of  steamers,  five  hundred  and  sixty  active 
members.  The  olficers,  besides  Chief  Dillinger,  are: 
First  Assistant,  George  F.  Missimer,  America,  No.  2 ; 
Second  Assistant,  Henry  J.  Eitter,  Good  Will,  No. 
3  ;  Third  Assistant,  Walter  E.  Schwartz,  Columbia, 
No.  4;  Fourth  Assistant,  George  J.  Kline,  Liberty, 
No.  5  ;  Fifth  Assistant,  Dennis  D.  Shields,  Hibernia, 
No.  6  ;  Sixth  Assistant,  Henry  Yhuelon,  Allen,  No. 
7  ;  Seventh  Assistant,  George  F.  Eeinhard,  Eescue, 
No.  8. 

America  Hose  Company,  No.  2,  is  located  in  a  three- 
story  brick  building  at  No.  16  South  Sixth  Street. 
Two  four-wheel  hose-carriages,  one  hundred  and  two 
members,  with  the  following  officers :  President, 
Jacob  S.  Eeninger;  Secretary,  Charles  Weisbach; 
Foreman,  Henry  Wetherhold ;  Assistant  Foreman, 
Charles  Hillegas. 

Good  Will  Fire  Company,  No.  3,  is  now  located  in  a 
three-story  brick  building  at  the  corner  of  Eighth  and 
Maple  Streets.  Silsby  steamer  and  a  one-horse  hose- 
carriage.  It  has  ninety-one  members,  with  the  fol- 
lowing officers :  President,  Arthur  G.  Dewalt ;  Secre- 
tary, John  P.  Dillinger;  Foreman,  Harry  Young; 
Assistant  Foreman,  H.  F.  Longnecker. 

Columbia  Fire  Company,  No.  4,  was  organized  in 
1852,  and  is  located  at  No.  714  Hamilton  Street,  in  a 
four-story  brick  building.  Silsby  steamer  and  a  one- 
horse  hose-carriage.   Sixty  members,  with  the  follow- 
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ing  officers :  President,  Henry  J.  Stuber ;  Secretary, 
Franklin  J.  Straehley  ;  Foreman,  Amandes  D.  Burger, 
Assistant  Foreman,  John  Hoffert. 

Liberty  Fire  Company,  No.  5,  is  located  in  a  two- 
story  brick  building,  No.  713  Chew  Street.  Silsby 
steamer  and  a  four-wheeled  hose-carriage.  One  hun- 
dred and  ten  members,  with  the  following  officers: 
President,  H.  D.  Frankinfield ;  Secretary,  George  J. 
Kline;  Foreman,  Henry  Hillegas;  First  Assistant 
Foreman,  George  W.  Weiss ;  Second  Assistant  Fore- 
man, E.  H.  Baum. 

Hibernia  Hose  Company,  No.  6,  is  located  in  a  two- 
story  brick  building.  No.  631  Eidge  road.  Four- 
wheeled  hose-carriage.  Sixty-five  members,  with  the 
following  officers :  President,  Patrick  Condon  ;  Secre- 
tary, John  J.  Hanlon ;  Foreman,  Hugh  McCauley ; 
Assistant  Foreman,  Francis  Murray. 

Allen  Fire  Company,  No.  7,  is  located  in  a  two- 
story  brick  building.  No.  132  Linden  Street.  Amos- 
keag  steamer  and  a  four-wheeled  hose-carriage.  Sixty- 
four  members,  with  the  following  officers  :  President, 
Henry  Yhuelon;  Secretary,  E.  J.  Lumley  ;  Foreman, 
James  Butz ;  Assistant  Foreman,  John  F.  Gibbons. 

Rescue  Hook-and-Ladder  Company,  No.  8,  has  a 
frame  building  on  Hall  Street  above  Hamilton.  The 
number  of  active  members  is  fifty ;  officers :  President, 
John  D.  Uhrich ;  Secretary,  James  W.  Grader ;  Fore- 
man, O.  G.  Beisel ;  Assistant  Foreman,  Thomas  F. 
Knouse. 

The  estimated  value  of  property  in  the  fire  depart- 
ment is  as  follows : 

Good  Win 812,862.00 

Columbia 20,622.00 

Liberty 11,238.60 

Allen 10,895.30 

Hibernia 4,404.00 

America 6,528.00 

Kescne 200.00 

Total $66,649.80 

This  does  not  include  horses,  harness,  nor  some  of 
the  furnishings  of  the  several  houses,  as  they  are  owned 
by  the  companies. 


CHAPTER    XVIIL 

THE    CITY    OF   ALLE^TOWS— {Continued). 

Commercial  Matters— Mercantile  Beginnings— Banking— Manufactur- 
ing— The  Press. 

Mercantile  Beginnings.— Turning  back  to  the  be- 
ginning of  the  century,  we  will  present  some  facts 
concerning  the  early  merchants  of  Allentown,  the 
first  shop-keepers  having  already  been  mentioned  in 
the  preceding  chapter.  The  pioneer  among  those 
whose  places  of  business  rose  to  the  dignity  of 
being  called  stores  was,  so  far  as  record  or  tradition 
shows,  Peter  Snyder,  who  kept  a  miscellaneous  stock 
of  goods  in  a  small  building  where  the  Allentown 
National  Bank  now  is.    He  began  business  some  time 


prior  to  1795,  and  continued  at  least  until  1814  (when 
the  building  was  occupied  by  the  Northampton  Bank), 
and  probably  later,  at  another  location.  George  Graff 
was  a  contemporary  of  Snyder's,  and  kept  store  in  a 
small  red  building  on  the  south  side  of  Hamilton 
Street,  east  of  Eighth.  The  most  prominent  merchant 
from  1800  to  1815  was  James  Wilson,  who  was  located 
on  the  southeast  corner  of  the  Square  and  Seventh 
Street.  He  was  succeeded  by  Selfridge  &  Wilson, 
who  continued  business  until  1845.  Other  merchants 
prior  to  1820  were  John  Haines,  who  built  a  fine  stone 
house  on  the  southeast  corner  of  Hamilton  and  Seventh 
Streets,  and  occupied  it  as  a  store  for  a  number  of  years ; 
Charles  Deshler,  Spangenberg  &  Gangwere,  on  South 
Seventh  Street;  and  William  Eokert,  on  the  west  side 
of  Seventh  Street,  near  Union.  Deshler  was  succeeded 
by  his  son-in-law,  William  Boas.  The  first  hardware 
store  was  opened  by  Peter  Newhard,  who  was  after- 
wards a  member  of  Congress.  The  first  apothecary 
was  John  Frederick  Ruhe,  whose  store  was  opened 
soon  after  his  coming  here  and  prior  to  1800.  He 
was  a  native  of  Germany,  but  learned  the  business  of 
compounding  drugs  in  London,  at  the  house  of  the 
king's  apothecary.  He  was  succeeded  by  Ludwig 
Schmidt. 

Jacob  and  Daniel  Saeger  opened  a  store  for  the  hand- 
ling of  general  merchandise  in  1815,  opposite  the  Ger- 
man Reformed  Church,  on  Hamilton  Street.  They  also 
built  the  brick  block  at  the  southeast  corner  of  Ham- 
ilton and  Sixth  Streets,  which  they  sold  to  David  R. 
King  &  Co.  This  firm  did  a  very  large  business,  but 
in  1822  sold  but  to  Godfrey  and  Christian  Pretz,  by 
whom  the  store  was  prosperously  carried  on  until  the 
death  of  Godfrey  Pretz.  The  business  was  then  con- 
ducted by  Pretz,  Saeger  &  Co.,  Pretz,  Kern  &  Co., 
and  Pretz,  Guth  &  Co.  until  1859,  when  Christian 
Pretz  retired.  Then  the  firm  became  H.  Guth  &  Co., 
by  whom  the  business  was  carried  on  until  recently, 
when  it  passed  into  the  hands  of  Weinsheimer  & 
Newhard,  who  can  claim  successorship  of  the  oldest 
mercantile  house  in  the  city.  The  oldest  house  exist- 
ing as  originally  constituted,  is  that  of  A.  G.  Reninger 
&  Co.  (in  which  the  company  is  Ephraim  Grim).  The 
firm  has  passed  through  a  number  of  changes.  Messrs. 
Grim  &  Reninger  formed  a  partnership  in  1843  and 
conducted  business  without  any  change  in  the  style  of 
the  firm  until  1858,  when  it  became  Grim,  Reninger 
&  Co.  In  1862  it  was  altered  to  Reninger  &  Shimer, 
and  in  1866  to  E.  S.  Shimer  &  Co.  In  1876  it  became 
Shimer,  Reninger  &  Co.,  and  in  1879  was  changed  to 
its  present  style,  the  old  partners  again  being  united. 

In  1838  the  storekeepers  of  the  town  dealing  in 
foreign  merchandise  were  twenty-three  in  number,  as 
follows :  John  Wilson,  Saeger,  Keck  &  Co.,  Selfridge 
&  Wilson,  Peter  Hoffman,  Peter  Newhard,  Peter 
Huber,  Peter  Biery,  Charles  A.  Ruhe,  Joseph  Weiss, 
John  Mull,  Jacob  D.  Boas,  Charles  Massey,  Andrew 
Klotz,  Samuel  V.  R.  Hunter,  Jacob  Schlaugh,  Alex- 
ander Blumer  &  Co.,  John  Wilson,  Edwin  W.  Hutter, 
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George  Stein,  Pretz,  Saeger  &  Co.,  Boas  ^  Stein, 
John  B.  Moser. 

In  this  connection  a  sketch  of  the  late  Christian 
Pretz  is  eminently  proper.  It  is  recorded  in  the  book 
of  "  Heraldry,"  found  in  the  public  library  of  Vienna, 
that  the  family  of  Pretz,  or  Bretz  as  formerly  written, 
had  its  origin  at  Trier,  on  the  Lower  Rhine,  where 
Fabius  Bretius,  a  Roman  general  of  cavalry,  located 
about  224  A.D.,  having  been  a  native  of  Capua,  in 
Lower  Italy.  He  married  Olfa,  daughter  of  a  Ger- 
man duke,  and  died  263  A.D.  In  the  line  of  descent 
was  Daniel  Bretz,  who  died  in  the  year  1681,  leaving 
two  sons,  Felix  and  Christof,  one  of  whom  is  the  an- 
cestor of  John  Philip  Pretz,  born  in  Windesheim, 
near  Creutnach,  on  the  Rhine,  in  1755,  wlio  emigrated 
to  America  and  died  in  1801  in  Lancaster,  Pa.,  where 
he  is  buried.  He  married  Maria  Margaret  Saeger, 
and  had  six  children,  three  of  whom — Anna  Margaret, 
Godfrey,  and  Christian — reached  mature  years.  The 
latter  was  born  in  Heidelberg  township,  Northampton, 
now  Lehigh  County,  April  29,  1801.  Having  lost 
his  father  when  a  but  a  few  months  old,  and  been  de- 
prived of  a  mother's  care  soon  after,  he  found  a  home 
with  an  uncle,  Nicholas  Saeger,  of  Whitehall  town- 
ship, with  whom  he  resided  until  after  he  had  at- 
tained his  majority.  Desiring  to  acquire  a  knowledge 
of  the  English  language,  he  pursued  his  studies  at 
Easton,  Pa.,  Morristown,  N.  J.,  and  later  in  Philadel- 
phia, after  which  he  became  a  merchant's  clerk  in  the 
latter  city.  He  then  removed  to  Mauch  Chunk,  as 
an  employ^  of  the  firm  of  Messrs.  White,  Hauto  & 
Hazard,  pioneers  in  the  coal  interests  of  the  vicinity, 
who  afterward  merged  their  firm  and  business  into 
the  Lehigh  Coal  and  Navigation  Company.  In  1820, 
Mr.  Pretz  removed  to  Allentown,  and,  in  connection 
with  his  brother,  two  years  later  purchased  the  store 
of  David  R.  King  &  Co.,  and  became  a  country  trades- 
man. The  firm  having  been  dissolved  by  the  death 
of  this  brother  in  1831,  he  with  other  partners  con- 
tinued the  business  till  1859.  Mr.  Pretz  was  in  1831 
married  to  Miss  Abigail,  daughter  of  Jacob  Saeger, 
of  Allentown.  Their  children  are  Philip  S.,  Alfred 
C,  Henry  J.,  William  N.,  John  G,  Christianna  M. 
(wife  of  Rev.  B.  M.  Sohmucker,  D.D.),  and  three  who 
died  in  early  life.  Mr.  Pretz,  after  a  lengthened 
period  of  industry,  in  1859  retired  from  active  busi- 
ness, and  devoted  his  energies  to  building  and  the 
development  of  real  estate  which  he  owned,  as  also  to 
milling  enterprises  in  which  he  had  meanwhile  be- 
come interested. 

He  has  been  one  of  the  most  important  factors  in 
the  growth  of  Allentown  and  the  advancement  of  its 
commercial  interests,  few  enterprises  of  any  moment 
having  been  inaugurated  without  his  aid  and  encour- 
agement. He  has  been  instrumental  in  the  erection 
of  two  planing-mills  and  a  stocking-factory,  and  has 
also  been  a  stockholder  in  various  iron-manufacturing 
establishments  in  the  city.  He  has  been  for  several 
years  a  director  of  the  Allentown  National  Bank. 


Mr.  Pretz  was  among  the  first  to  develop  the  educa- 
tional interests  of  the  city,  having,  together  with 
Henry  Weinsheimer,  erected  the  principal  buildings 
now  embraced  in  the  Muhlenberg  College  property. 
He  was  in  his  political  predilections  a  Republican, 
having  been  in  early  days  an  old  line  Whig.  As  a 
representative  of  the  Anti-Masonic  party,  he  was 
elected  and  served  during  the  winters  of  1831-32  in 
the  State  Legislature.  Other  minor  offices,  such  as 
school  director,  member  of  the  City  Council,  etc.,  have 
also  been  filled  by  him.  Mr.  Pretz  was  a  member, 
and  one  of  the  organizers,  of  St.  John's  English  Lu- 
theran Church,  which,  with  two  exceptions,  was  the 
first  church  of  that  denomination  organized  in  the 
State.     Mr.  Pretz  died  Feb.  28,  1884.  * 

Other  prominent  merchants  than  those  we  have 
mentioned,  with  the  approximate  dates  of  their  act- 
ing, were  Britannia  Barnes,  1820  to  1830 ;  Peter  Hu- 
ber  (grain,  etc.),  1830  to  1848  ;  Rupp  &  Shifferstein, 
1830  to  1840;  Benjamin  Ludwig  (leather),  1830  to 
1860;  John  J.  Krause  (lumber),  1840  to  1850;  Peter 
Hoffman  &  Son,  1840  to  1870;  Weaver  &  Trexler, 
1840  to  1870;  E.  W.  Hutter  (books),  1830  to  1840; 

Blumer   &  Leisenring   (books),    1840  to  1855;  • 

Duncan,  1840  to  1845;  Barber  &  Young  (hardware), 
1840  to  1850 ;  William  G.  Ritter  (stoves  and  tinware), 
1840  to  1865 ;  Thomas  Ginkinger  (stoves  and  tin- 
ware), from  1845 ;  William  Bush  (stoves,  etc.),  1850 
to  1870;  Dr.  Danowsky  (drugs),  1840  to  1850  ;  Klump 
&  Weaver  (drugs),  1840  to  1870;  Saeger  &  Keck 
(store  and  mill),  1840  to  1865  ;  Charles  A.  Ruhe,  from 
1840  ;  Henry Schnurman  &  Co.,  from  1850  to  present; 
Mosser  &  Son  (tanners),  from  1850. 

Most  of  the  men  now  prominent  in  the  mercantile 
business,  as  W.  R.  Lawfer  &  Co.,  M.  J.  Kramer 
&  Co.,  A.  M.  Springer  &  Co.,  Bittner,  Hun.sicker 
Brothers,  Guth  &  Kern,  H.  Leh  &  Co.,  John  Bowen 
&  Co.,  Johnston  &  Schwartz,  A.  J.  Kleppinger  (pro- 
prietors of  the  Globe  Store),  and  F.  Hersh  &  Son,  are 
comparatively  new  candidates  for  the  patronage  of 
the  public,  having  established  themselves,  as  a  rule,  in 
the  last  ten  to  fifteen  years.  There  are  a  few,  however, 
like  M.  S.  Young,  A.  G.  Reninger,  Ephraim  Grim, 
and  Jonathan  Reichard,  who  have  been  in  business 
here  for  long  terms  of  years. 

The  Post-Office.— The  Allentown  post-office  was 
not  established  until  1802,  prior  to  which  time  the 
few  inhabitants  of  the  village  were  obliged  to  get  their 
mail  matter  at  Bethlehem.  George  Savitz  was  the 
first  postmaster,  and  as  he  was  "mine  host"  of  the 
tavern  which  has  been  developed  into  the  Allen 
House,  it  is  altogether  probable  that  the  ofiSce  was 
kept  there.  He  retained  the  position  until  April,  1808, 
when  Dr.  Jacob  Martin  was  appointed  his  successor 
and  entered  upon  the  duties  of  the  office.  Since  his 
time  to  the  present  the  following  persons  have  had 
appointments  as  here  indicated :  Charles  L.  Hutter, 
May  4,  1814 ;  George  Hauke,  Nov.  22,  1820 ;  Henry 
Weaver,  Feb.  10,  1824;  Edwin  W.  Hutter,  Jan.  1, 
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1836 ;  Robert  E.  Wright,  July  13, 1836  ;  Augustus  L. 
Euhe,  June  9,  1841  ;  Robert  E.  Wright,  Sept.  24, 
1844 ;  Edmund  R.  Newhard,  Nov.  17,  1845 ;  Maria 

E.  Hornbeck,  Feb.  26,  1849;  Tilghman  Good  (Pres. 
and  Senate),  March  6,  1862,  reappointed  (P.  and  S.) 
July  26,  1866  ;  David  K.  Diefenderfer  (P.  and  S.), 
April  16,  1869,  reappointed  (P.  and  S.)  March  18, 
1873  ;  Robert  Iredell,  Jr.  (P.  and  S.),  Jan.  8,  1877, 
reappointed  {P.  and  S.)  March  22,  1881. 

Early  Taverns  and  Later-Day  Hotels.— The  first 
tavern-keeper  in  Allentown  of  whom  there  is  any 
record  was  George  Wolf,  who  was  licensed  in  1764. 
In  the  same  year  David  Deshler  kept  a  beer-shop, 
and  there  were  thus  two  places  where  "  the  droughty 
neebors''  might  "  neebors  meet."  The  next  year 
Frederick  Shachler  was  also  assessed  as  a  tavern- 
keeper,  and  the  only  doctor  in  the  settlement.  Gott- 
fried Bolzius  had  taken  Deshler's  beer-shop.  In  1773, 
Henry  Hagenbuch  appears  to  have  been  first  licensed. 
He  was  the  first  of  a  long  line  of  tavern-keepers  of 
the  same  family  name  who  made  the  Cross  Keys 
stand  famous,  and  of  whom  we  shall  speak  at  greater 
length.  In  1776  there  where  five  taverns  kept  in  the 
village  besides  Hagenbuch's,  the  hosts  being  Nicholas 
Fuchs,  Michael  Klechner,  Michael  Schroeder,  George 
Weiss,  and  Philip  Klotz. 

Taverns  were  then  assessed  at  from  six  to  ten  dollars. 
In  1871,  Bartholomew  Hettel  was  licensed  as  an  inn- 
keeper, and  kept  on  the  southwest  corner  of  Hamil- 
ton and  Eighth  Streets, — the  same  property  which 
was  owned  in  1812  by  Elizabeth  Kauffman.  In  1782 
the  inn-keepers  were  Nicholas  Fox,  Henry  Gross, 
Widow  Krumback,  Andrew  Reel,  George  Weiss, 
Hittel,  and  Hagenbuch.  Of  these,  Fox,  Gross,  and 
Hagenbuch  were  keeping  public -houses  in  1786. 
George  Weiss  died  that  year.  The  new  names  added 
to  the  list  were  those  of  George  Miller  and  Charles 
Deshler.  The  house  kept  by  Deshler  was  a  small 
building  on  Water  Street,  near  Lawrence,  which  was 
kept  after  Deshler's  term  as  landlord  by  Casper  Klech- 
ner, Frederick  Kocher,  Thomas  Totten,  Gideon  Fusel- 
man,  and,  others,  under  the  sign  of  "  The  Golden 
Lamb.''  "  Tommy"  Totten  served  a  second  time  as 
the  host  of  this  old  tavern,  and  after  he  vacated  the 
house,  about  1830,  it  was  occupied  as  a  private  dwell- 
ing. 

In  1815  the  holders  of  tavern  licenses  were  John 

F.  Ruhe,  Casper  Klechner,  Abraham  Gangwere, 
George  Savitz,  Abraham  Rinker,  Jr.,  John  Miller, 
and  George  Rhoads.  George  Savitz  was  probably 
the  first  landlord  at  the  Allen  House  stand.  The 
original  house  was  a  small  two-story  stone  structure, 
and  was  built  by  John  Fetter  about  the  beginning  of 
the  century.  Savitz  soon  became  its  landlord,  and 
kept  the  house  in  1811  when  the  first  borough  election 
was  held,  and  in  the  following  year  when  the  first 
court  was  held  there.  He  was  succeeded  by  Daniel 
Kramer  in  1818,  and  after  Kramer  came  a  long  suc- 
cession  of  landlords,   of  whom   the   principal   ones 


were  George  Haberacker,  Charles  Seagreaves,  the 
widow  of  Daniel  Kramer  (who  married  Samuel  Gum- 
perD,  also  one  of  the  keepers  of  the  house),  David 
Heller,  Reuben  Moyer,  Charles  Ihrie,  David  Stem, 
William  Craig,  David  Keifer,  Reed  &  Yohe,  J.  F. 
Newhard,  Robert  D.  &  W.  C.  P.  Kramer  (1869-77), 
W.  C.  P.  Kramer  alone  (1877-78),  and  Col.  T.  H. 
Good,  the  present  proprietor. 

The  American  House  was  originally  a  two-story 
frame  house,  and  was  built  by  Abraham  Gangwere 
before  the  village  was  organized  as  a  borough.  The 
early  landlords  were  Jacob  Stem,  Charles  Craig,  John 
Gross,  Charles  Seagreaves,  and  Jonathan  Kolb.  Sea- 
greaves was  the  owner  of  the  house  for  a  long  period, 
and  appears  to  have  been  carrying  it  on  himself  in 
1837,  when  he  advertised  that  the  well-known  house 
opposite  Pretz,  Saeger  &  Co.'s  store  had  been  repaired, 
and  afforded  every  convenience  for  the  accommoda- 
tion of  citizens  and  travelers.  It  was  then  known  as 
"The  Northampton  Inn."  Mr.  Seagreaves  made  the 
chief  improvements  and  enlargements,  extending  the 
front  and  adding  two  stories  to  its  height,  and  build- 
ing the  large  brick  addition  on  Sixth  Street.  For- 
merly the  house  was  adjoined  on  the  east  by  an  alley, 
but  that  space  was  inclosed  with  walls  and  absorbed 
into  the  hotel.  The  later-day  landlords  of  the  Amer- 
can  have  been  John  Y.  Bechtel,  who  kept  the  house 
sixteen  years ;  Col.  T.  H.  Good,  now  of  the  Allen 
House;  Tilghman  W.  and  W.  P.  C.  Kramer  (1867-69) ; 
J.  F.  Newhard,  who  has  carried  it  on  very  success- 
fully from  1870  until  April,  1884,  when  H.  A.  Hay- 
den,  formerly  of  the  United  States  Hotel,  Fasten, 
took  possession.  He  bids  fair  to  "greet  the  coming 
and  speed  the  parting  guest"  for  many  years. 

The  tavern  or  hotel  which  enjoyed  the  greatest 
patronage  at  an  early  day  was  Hagenbuch's.  The 
original  house  was  a  stone  one,  which  gave  way  to  the 
larger  one  of  brick  known  as  "  The  Cross  Keys."  This 
house,  which  has  been  mentioned  as  one  of  the  ear- 
liest taverns,  was  first  kept  by  Henry  Hagenbuch  as 
early  as  1773.  Jacob  Hagenbuch  succeeded  him,  and 
was  himself  followed  by  his  son  of  the  same  name. 
Afterwards  the  house  was  kept  for  many  years  by  his 
sons,  Benjamin  J.  and  Charles,  and  since  1872  it  has 
been  owned  by  Reuben  Gernet.  This  house  had  for 
many  years  almost  a  monopoly  of  the  farmers'  trade, 
and  was  exceedingly  popular. 

Many  of  the  so-called  taverns  of  early  times  were 
patronized  by  travelers  and  the  country  people  very 
sparingly,  and  were  of  no  note  or  importance  except 
as  drinking-houses.  Some  were,  however,  eminently 
respectable  places,  and  relied  for  support  about  equally 
upon  the  visits  of  the  "  wayfarer  and  the  stranger" 
and  the  attendance  of  the  convivially  inclined.  From 
fifty  to  seventy  years  ago  there  were  more  taverns 
than  there  are  now  hotels.  As  early  as  1810,  George 
Rhoads  kept  a  small  frame  house  where  the  Penn- 
sylvania Hotel  now  stands.  It  was  kept  by  John  F. 
Ruhe  about  1826,  and  by  various  landlords  after  that 
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time  down  to  1845,  when  the  Pennsylvania  House 
was  built  by  Adam  Miller.  This  house  has  been 
kept  by  Thomas  Ginkinger,  Henry  Lieb,  Ephraim 
Yohe,  Capt.  Hart,  Samuel  Henry,  Moses  Guth,  Hor- 
ace Gangwere,  Tigher  &  Henning,  and  John  Cole. 
The  building  was  then  occupied  as  a  grocery-store 
for  eight  years,  and  in  1879  was  reopened  as  a  hotel 
by  the  present  proprietors,  Bitner  &  Hartman. 

The  Lafayette  stand  was  originally  known  as  "The 
Black  Horse.''  The  first  tavern  building  was  erected 
by  John  Mull,  before  the  time  the  borough  was .  in- 
corporated and  became  the  county-seat.  It  was  kept 
in  the  thirties  by  Daniel  Moyer  (tailor)  and  Aaron 
Shifterstein. 

"The  Rainbow"  was  one  of  the  most  notable  of  the 
old-time  taverns.  It  stood  upon  the  southwest  corner 
of  Seventh  and  Linden  Streets,  and  was  built  by  one 
Fuchs  about  the  year  1800.  It  was  a  log  building, 
small,  but  a  popular  resort.  Capt.  John  F.  Euhe 
kept  "  The  Rainbow"  both  before  and  after  his  tour 
of  duty  in  the  war  of  1812.  Among  the  other  land- 
lords were  Jacob  Mickley,  Michael  Schneider,  Abra- 
ham Beidelman,  Abraham  Gangwere  (1838),  Henry 
Lieb,  Michael  Rice,  and  Reuben  Moyer. 

"  The  Hornets'  Nest"  was  a  popular  resort  for  poli- 
ticians early  in  the  century,  when  it  was  kept  by  John 
Miller  and  John  Weil,  the  latter  of  whom,  some  time 
in  the  twenties,  drew  a  twenty  thousand  dollar  lottery 
prize,  which  he  soon  spent.  This  house,  which  stood 
on  the  northeast  corner  of  Seventh  and  Walnut  Streets, 
was  probably  built  before  the  year  1800,  but  was  not 
occupied  for  tavern  purposes  until  a  dozen  or  more 
years  had  elapsed. 

What  is  now  the  Mansion  House  on  Union  Street, 
at  the  foot  of  Seventh,  was  one  of  the  old-time  taverns, 
and  was  known  as  "  The  Spread  Eagle."  It  was  kept 
from  about  1815  to  1825  by  two  brothers  named  Der- 
heimer,  and  afterwards  was  a  part  of  the  Seagreaves 
estate. 

There  was  another  well-known  tavern  on  Seventh 
Street,  where  Nudings'  brewery  now  is,  kept  as  early  as 
1812  by  Henry  Gross,  and  still  another  on  the  south- 
west corner  of  Fifth  and  Linden  Streets,  built  shortly 
after  1814. 

The  oldest  tavern  east  of  the  Jordan  was  the  Lum- 
berman's House,  built  about  1817  by  Caspar  Kleck- 
ner,  and  kept  by  him  for  many  years.  The  old  stone 
house  is  still  standing  near  the  western  end  of  the 
Lehigh  bridge.  In  1833,  Kleckner  built  the  hotel 
now  known  as  the  Lehigh  House,  which  he  kept 
until  1841,  when  his  son-in-law,  John  G.  Schimpf, 
took  possession  of  it,  and  remained  as  landlord  until 
1858.  Following  him  there  were  two  or  three  other 
landlords,  who  remained  for  short  terms,  and  in  1862 
the  house  was  sold  to  James  Allen  Trexler,  whose  son 
H.  A.  Trexler,  is  the  present  proprietor. 

The  house  now  occupied  by  Hon.  John  D.  Stiles 
was  for  many  years  a  hotel,  and  quite  a  popular  one, 
especially  among  the  resident  and  visiting  lawyers. 


It  was  built  by  John  Evans,  Esq.,  for  a  private  resi- 
dence soon  after  he  came  here  and  was  admitted  to  the 
bar,  in  1819.  His  death  occurred  within  two  or  three 
years,  and  then  the  house  was  made  a  hotel,  and  so 
occupied  until  1855.  It  was  called  the  Eagle,  and  its 
landlord  was  George  Haberacker.  In  1855  it  passed 
into  the  hands  of  Henry  King,  and  in  1865  became 
the  property  of  John  D.  Stiles,  who  has  since  then 
occupied  it  as  a  dwelling.  j 

Among  the  public-houses  of  a  later  jtriod  than 
most  of  those  we  have  spoken  of  was  the  "  Bull's 
Head,"  on  Linden  Street,  nearly  opposite  the  site  of 
the  jail,  built  about  1829  by  John  Raser.  It  was 
kept  in  1837  by  William  Rinker,  and  in  1840  by 
Michael  Rice.  This  house  was  a  great  drinking 
and  gambling  place,  and  noted  for  its  cock-fights  and 
entertainments  of  like  nature,  as  we  have  already 
intimated  many  of  the  old  taverns  were. 

About  1833,  John  F.  Ruhe  kept  hotel  in  the  build- 
ing which  in  recent  years,  having  been  enlarged,  is 
known  as  the  Third  Ward  school-house.  In  the 
same  house,  in  1843,  D.  H.  Washburn  opened  a  tem- 
perance hotel,  advertising  in  the  papers  that  "his 
object  is  to  furnish  a  comfortable  house  for  strangers, 
travelers,  and  boarders,  where  they  need  not  be  dis- 
gusted with  the  fumes  of  any  intoxicating  beverages." 
The  present  Eagle  Hotel  occupies  ground  on  which, 
before  the  great  fire  of  1848,  was  another  and  smaller 
one,  known  by  the  same  name.  Both  were  built  by 
Jesse  Grim,  the  first  in  1832.  Its  landlords  were 
Christian  Kopp,  Jacob  H.  Ritter,  Reuben  Strauss, 
Tilghman  Good,  George  Wetherhold,  and  James 
Trexler.  The  fire  which  destroyed  the  building,  and 
of  which  an  account  is  given  elsewhere,  occurred 
while  the  last-mentioned  gentleman  was  landlord. 
Mr.  Grim  built  in  1848-19  the  present  Eagle  House, 
one  of  the  best  hotels  in  the  city.  Eli  Steckel  became 
the  first  landlord  of  the  new  house,  and  was  succeeded 
by  James  Eshbach;  The  other  keepers  of  the  house 
have  been  Thomas  Lichtenwalner,  Henry  Baughman, 
Moses  Schneck,  Valentine  Weaver,  Sieger  &  Weaver, 
Sieger  &  Hottenstein,  Levi  Hottenstein  alone,  and 
then  the  present  proprietors,  Hottenstein  &  Sons. 

The  Kramer  House,  on  Seventh  Street,  was  built 
in  1871  by  William  Yohn,  who  kept  it  for  a  short 
time,  and  was  followed  by  a  succession  of  landlords, 
none  of  whom  remained  long  in  the  business.  In 
1879  it  was  taken  by  the  present  enterprising  pro- 
prietor, W.  P.  C.  Kramer,  who  had  had  a  long  expe- 
rience as  landlord  in  the  American  Hotel  and  Allen 
House,  as  well  as  at  the  Fountain  House.  He  changed 
the  name  of  the  hotel  from  the  Centennial  to  the 
Kramer  House. 

In  addition  to  the  hotels  of  the  city  relying  upon 
the  traveling  public  for  their  support  is  the  Fountain 
House  at  Worman's  Spring,  or  the  Crystal  Spring, 
from  which  the  city  draws  its  ample  supply  of  pure 
water.  Conrad  Worman,  in  1782,  was  assessed  a  tax 
upon  two  hundred  acres  of  land,  which,  presumably, 
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■was  the  tract  containing  the  beautiful  spring.  Abra- 
ham Worman,  his  son,  had  his  dwelling-house  near 
the  spring  in  1789.  ^In  May,  1821,  he  was  licensed  to 
keep  tavern,  and  was  still  in  the  business  in  1831. 
In  1847  the  house  at  the  spring  was  kept  by  Edwin 
Keiper.  The  present  hotel,  known  as  the  Mansion 
House,  was  built  in  1867  by  James  Crader  and  Peter 
Burns.  It  passed  successively  into  the  hands  of  the 
lien-holders,— John  Hoffman  and  Mrs.  J.  Weimer; 
was  kept  in  1872,  '73,  74,  75  by  Robert  P.  &  W.  P. 
C.  Kramer,  and  then  passed  into  the  possession  of  its 
present  proprietor,  Samuel  Adams.  The  Mansion 
House  is  a  well-appointed  hotel,  forty  by  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty  feet,  and  three  stories  in  height,  and 
in  summer  is  well  patronized  by  city  people,  drawn 
thither  by  the  charm  of  the  great  transparent  spring 
pool  and  the  scenery  in  its  vicinity.  Stephen  Huffort 
has  had  charge  of  the  spring  and  pool  for  the  past 
twenty  years,  renting  the  latter  from  the  Allentown 
Water  Company,  and  has  kept  the  great  crystal 
basin  and  its  surroundings  in  very  attractive  con- 
dition. 

Banking  Institutions— The  Northampton  Bank. 
— The  first  financial  institution  of  Allentown,  the 
Northampton  Bank,  produced  a  marked  effect  upon 
the  community  by  reason  of  its  disastrous  failure  after 
nearly  thirty  years  of  successful  and  heavy  business. 
This  bank  was  chartered  by  act  of  the  Legislature, 
July  11,  1814,  and  an  election  of  directors  followed 
on  August  12th,  with  the  choice  of  the  following 
gentlemen,  viz. :  Peter  Dorney,  Esq.,  John  Wagner, 
Jacob  Blumer,  William  Eckert,  Jacob  Stein,  George 
Schaeffer,  Andreas  Strasburger,  John  Krause,  Peter 
Rhoads,  Jr.,  Peter  Euch,  Stephen  Balliet,  Jr.,  and 
George  Keck.  Peter  Rhoads,  Jr.,  was  elected  presi- 
dent, and  James  A.  Linton  cashier.  The  Northamp- 
ton Bank  began  business  almost  immediately  after  its 
organization,  with  a  capital  of  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
three  thousand  three  hundred  and  seventy-five  dollars. 
The  building  in  which  it  was  opened,  and,  for  that 
matter,  remained  during  its  entire  existence,  was  a 
small  two-story  stone  structure,  which  stood  where 
the  Allentown  National  Bank  now  is,  and  which, 
prior  to  1814,  had  been  occupied  by  Peter  Snyder, 
who  kept  a  store  there.  The  affairs  of  the  bank  were 
prosperous  and  uneventful  until  near  the  last.  John 
Eckert,  Sr.,  succeeded  Peter  Rhoads  as  president,  and 
was  the  holder  of  that  ofl3ce  when  he  died,  in  No- 
vember, 1840.  John  Rice  succeeded  Eckert.  He  had 
formerly  been  cashier  as  the  successor  of  Linton,  and 
when  he  vacated  the  latter  oflBce  it  was  taken  by 
Oeorge  Keck.  The  failure  of  the  bank  was  brought 
on  by  the  bad  management  of  John  Rice,  who  was 
speculative  and  visionary,  and  became  largely  inter- 
ested in  outside  business  projects, — the  lumber  trade, 
management  of  lines  of  mail  stages,  etc  Large  ad- 
vances had  been  made,  too,  to  the  Lehigh  Navigation 
-and  Coal  Company,  and  to  other  corporations  and 
individuals.  The  credit  of  the  bank  began  to  fail  in 
10 


1842.  Strenuous  efforts  were  made  to  sustain  the 
institution.  At  a  special  meeting  of  the  board  of 
directors,  held  March  23,  1843,  among  other  matters, 
it  was  resolved  that  the  bank  be  closed  until  the  25th 
of  April,  to  make  arrangements  in  the  meanwhile  to 
secure,  so  far  as  practicable,  the  interest  of  note- 
holders, depositors,  and  the  stockholders,  and  prepare 
a  report  to  the  stockholders.  Only  a  few  days  prior 
to  this  time  the  following  statement  had  been  made 
of  the  affairs  of  the  bank. 

The  statement  of  the  Northampton  Bank  for  March 
13,  1843,  was  as  follows  : 

Dr. 

Capital  stock $124,036.00 

Notes  in  circulation 95,040.00 

Contingent  fund ; 13,576.40 

Profit  and  loss 4,760.20 

Discount  and  interest 615  34 

Dividends  unpaid 7,054.50 

Amount  due  other  banks 2,800.00 

Amount  due  depositors 74,698  05 

A  special  deposit 10,004,65 

Post-note 290.00 

Loans 101,900.00 

S435,424.14 
Or. 

Bills  and  notes  discounted 8152,752.30 

Judgments  and  mortgage  loans 171,200.00 

Stock  in  Pennsylvania  institutions.; 19,624.00 

•  Real  estate 4,000.00 

Expenses 1,024.74 

Amount  due  by  other  banks 2,679,20 

Amount  of  loans  to  the  State 12,705.25 

Acceptances 39,258.41 

City  drafts  in  favor  of  bank 24,850.00 

Specie  and  drafts 7,330.24 

$436,424,14 

The  circulation  of  the  bank  averaged  during  a 
period  of  ten  years  $350,000.   The  circulation  stood — 

Jan.  18, 1842 $412,854 

April  19, 1842 269,460 

Oct.  18,  1842 249,160 

March  13,1843 95,040 

In  the  same  advertisement  which  contained  this 
statement  the  bank  promised,  "  at  the  farthest,  to 
resume  specie  payments  on  the  3d  of  July,  1843." 

On  May  3,  1843,  a  general  meeting  of  the  stock- 
holders of  the  bank  was  called  for  June  5th  by  thirty- 
three  of  their  number,  altogether  owning  one-tenth 
part  of  the  bank's  stock.  The  advertisement  set  forth 
the  objects  of  the  proposed  meeting  as,  "  first,  to  ob- 
tain from  the  directors  an  immediate  and  thorough 
investigation  of  the  affairs  of  the  bank ;  second,  to 
obtain  the  amount  of  indebtedness  and  available 
assets ;  third,  to  obtain  a  general  and  particular  state- 
ment of  the  affairs  of  the  bank ;  fourth,  if  the  present 
condition  is  found  to  be  such  as  to  justify  the  expec- 
tation that  in  a  reasonable  time  it  may  be  in  a  situa- 
tion to  resume  the  regular  business  of  banking,  to 
take  into  consideration  the  propriety  of  making  every 
effort  possible  to  sustain  the  bank ;  and,  fifth,  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  electing  five  trustees  to  close 
the  concerns  of  the  bank,  agreeably  to  the  act  of 
April  1,  1822,  in  case  the  above-mentioned  objects 
cannot  be  obtained."  This  call  was  signed  by  Fred- 
erick A.  Martin,  Charles  Kramer,  William  H.  Blumer, 
M.  D.  Eberhart,  Thomas  Butz,  Joseph  Saeger,  C. 
Pretz,  Jacob  Saeger,  Paul  Balliet,  Henry  G.  Guetter, 
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John  M.  Mieksch,  John  F.  Eauch,  Philip  H.  Gaepp, 
John  Oerter,  Ernst  Lehman,  Eberhart  Freytag, 
Sebastian  Goundic,  Jacob  Walle,  Solomon  Kect, 
George  Blank,  Bernhard  Rees,  William  Eckert,  John 
B.  Moser,  George  Schaeffer,  John  Wagner,  Joshua 
Fry,  Nicholas  Saeger,  Christian  Berger,  Solomon 
Fogel,  Thomas  Kern,  Solomon  Gangvvere. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  directors,  a  committee  of 
three,  consisting  of  Philip  Mattis,  Esq.,  of  Easton, 
and  Charles  Saeger  and  Jacob  Dillinger,  of  Allen- 
town,  was  nominated  to  investigate  the  concerns  of 
the  institution. 

Pursuant  to  the  call,  a  meeting  of  the  stockholders 
was  held  June  5th,  at  the  banking-house,  and  because 
of  the  large  attendance  adjourned  to  the  public-house 
of  William  Craig.  Stephen  Balliet  was  elected  presi- 
dent, and  Augustus  L.  Euhe  secretary.  The  inves- 
tigating committee  nominated  by  the  directors  at 
their  meeting  was  confirmed,  and  they  were  instructed 
to  employ  counsel  if  necessary,  make  a  thorough  ex- 
amination of  the  affairs  of  the  bank,  and  report 
within  thirty  days  to  "  a  grand  committee  of  thirteen, 
consisting  of  Solomon  Fogel,  William  Eckert,  Charles 
Kramer,  John  Wagner,  Christian  Pretz,  Philip  H. 
Gaepp,  Augustus  L.  Rube,  Christian  Berger,  John 
Lichtenwalter,  John  F.  Ranch,  George  Blank,  John 
Saeger,  and  Anthony  Krauss.'' 

The  investigating  committee  (in  which  John  F. 
Euhe  had  taken  the  place  of  Philip  Mattis)  began 
their  work  and  carried  it  on  diligently  and  rapidly. 

Prior  to  this  time  the  bank  had  made  an  assign- 
ment to  John  W.  Hornbeck,  Esq.,  Charles  Kramer, 
George  Keck,  George  Brobst,  and  William  Blumer. 

The  feeling  that  existed  in  the  community  at  this 
time  may  best  be  illustrated  by  following  the  inci- 
dents as  they  occurred  from  day  to  day.  The  Lehigh 
Bulletin,  commenting  on  the)failure  of  the  bank,  said, 
"The  rottenness  of  this  institution  will  now  be  made 
manifest.  We  have  reason  to  believe  that  the  stock 
is  all  sunk,  and  that  the  note-holders  and  depositors 
will  get  little  or  nothing."  On  the  14th  of  June,  at 
a  meeting  held  for  the  purpose  of  adopting  such 
measures  as  might  be  necessary  to  protect  the  rights 
of  the  note-holders,  the  following  resolutions,  which 
throw  considerable  light  on  the  progress  of  affairs  and 
the  fevered  state  of  public  feeling,  were  adopted  : 

"  Whereas,  the  Northampton  Bank,  .  .  .  after  a  sciieii  of  financial 
expedients  as  numerous,  as  wild,  and  as  reclilcss  ns  they  wore  unfitted 
to  effect  the  purpose  for  which  they  were  intended,  has,  notwithstanding 
the  solemn  and  oft-repeated  assurances  of  her  perfect  solvency,  made 
by  her  principal  officers  and  backed  by  the  publication  of  statements  of 
the  most  plausible  nature,  been  at  length  compelled  to  admit  her  own 
insolvency  and  transfer  the  wreck  of  her  property  to  assignees  for  the 
benefit  of  creditors ; 

"  And  wheheas,  tlie  officers  of  said  bank,  after  squandering  the  greater 
part  of  her  assets  by  assigning,  transferring,  and  pledging  tlicm  to  sun- 
dry irresponsible  persons  for  the  purpose  of  eking  out  afew  more  months 
of  a  miserable  existence  already  most  ruinously  prolonged,  have  dared 
on  the  eve  of  this  general  assignment  and  in  view  of  it  to  prefer  a  por- 
tion of  her  note-holders  bj  exchanging  the  only  valuable  portion  of  her 
property  remaining  in  hei'  possession  for  the  Nortljampton  Dank  bills 
held  by  them  and  their  friends,  and  thus  securing  them  from  loss,  while 


others  as  justly  entitled  to  the  payment  of  their  claims  are  left  to  divide 
among  themselves  the  comparatively  valueless  portion  that  remains, 
all  which  is  in  our  opinion  fraudulent  and  contrary  to  the  act  of  Assem- 
bly of  1843,  enacted  to  prevent  preferences  in  deeds  of  assignment; 

"  And  whereas,  the  assignees  are  now  by  the  operation  of  the  law 
above  and  superior  to  the  power  that  appointed  them,  and  wholly  be- 
yond their  control,  subject  only  to  the  action  of  the  stockholders  in 
joint  meeting,  and  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  of  the  county  at  its  next 
term;  therefore 

"  Re&olved,  That  the  assignees  acting  as  they  are  for  the  benefit  of  all 
the  creditors  of  this  ill-omened  institution,  and  able  and  willing  as  we 
feel  they  are  to  discharge  their  duty  without  fear,  favor,  or  affection,  be 
and  they  are  hereby  requested  to  treat  the  recent  transfer  of  the  Mauch 
Chunk  mortgage  loan  and  other  similar  transfers  as  if  they  never  had 
been  made,  and  adopt  such  legal  measures  as  will  bring  the  matter  be- 
fore the  proper  tribunal  in  order  that  the  right  of  the  directors  to  make 
such  transfer  .  ,  -  may  be  legally  investigated. 

"Resolved,  That  the  stockholders,  in  whose  integrity  we  have  ever 
had  unbounded  confidence,  be  requested  to  withhold  their  approbation 
from  this  assignment  until  it  is  ascertained  beyond  a  doubt  that  the 
assignees  in  carrying  it  into  effect  will  adopt  such  measures  as  are  ne- 
cessary to  test  the  legality  of  these  obnoxious  transfers." 

Public  opinion  became  every  day  more  incensed 
against  John  Eice,  the  president  of  the  ruined  bank, 
for  his  reported  nefarious,  and  certainly  unwise  and 
unfortunate,  administration  of  its  affairs.  He  with- 
drew from  assisting  the  committee  of  investigation, 
refusing  to  give  up  certain  papers  belonging  to  the 
institution,  and  on  the  4th  of  July  left  town.  The 
assignees,  thinking  that  all  was  not  right,  sent  the 
sheriff  after  him,  who  overtook  him  at  Coopersburg. 
He  entered  into  bail  in  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  dol- 
lars for  his  appearance  at  the  next  term  of  court.  A 
week  later  he  was  burned  in  effigy  on  the  public 
square  by  a  crowd  of  men  and  boys,  so  violent  had 
become  the  feeling  of  the  community. 

The  committee  of  thirteen,  of  whose  appointment 
mention  has  been  made,  received  the  report  of  the  in- 
vestigating committee  on  July  10, 1848,  and  four  days 
later  made  a  statement  to  the  stockholders  and  the 
public.  This  report  set  forth  the  following  facts: 
The  deficiency,  admitting  the  assets  in  value  as  they 
appeared  upon  the  books  of  the  bank,  amounted  to 
$263,059.11.  "  Add  to  this  amount,"  they  say,  "  such 
assets  as  are  considered  worth  nothing  (but  taken  in 
the  foregoing  as  good),  $68,990.34,  and  the  loss 
amounts  to  $322,049.45.  Should  to  this  amount  the 
probable  loss  of  the  mortgage  loan  be  added,  .  .  . 
$66,500  it  would  swell  the  deficiency  to  $398,549.45. 
To  this  amount  is  to  be  added  the  item  of  dividends 
unpaid  $6414.85,  contingent  fund  $2419.60,  discount 
and  interest  $1750.72,  and  profit  and  loss  $847.89, 
amounting  together  to  the  enormous  deficiency  of 
$409,982.51. 

"  The  committee  under  these  circumstances  would 
respectfully  recommend  to  such  of  the  assignees  as 
have  been  approved  by  the  stockholders  to  pursue 
such  a  course  as  will  speedily  bring  the  fallen  institu- 
tion to  a  close." 

This  report  was  followed  upon  July  15th  by  the 
following  resolutions  by  the  directors : 

"  Whereas,  it  appeai-s  from  the  report  of  the  committee  of  investiga- 
tion that  John  Eice,  president  of  this  bank,  is  a  defaulter  to  a  very 
large  amount,  and  considering  him  the  principal  cause  of  bringing  still 
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heavier  losses  on  the  institutioo,  by  not  only  ueglocting  his  duty  while 
cashier,  for  suffering  bills  discounted  to  lie  over  without  being  protested, 
whereby  the  indorser  was  relieved  and  the  debts  lost,  but  lately  while 
president  by  squandering  the  funds  of  the  bank  and  pledging  its  availa- 
ble assets  in  the  hands  of  irresponsible  stock  jobbers  and  brokers  with- 
out the  assent  or  knowledge  of  the  Board  ; 

"  A^(D  WHEREAS,  Considering  the  conduct  of  the  said  John  Eice  for 
several  years  past  in  studiously  concealing  from  the  Board  of  Directors 
the  true  condition  of  the  bank,  while  he  was  deceiving  both  them,  the 
stockholders,  and  the  public  with  garbled  statements  and  false  represen- 
tations, is  unworthy  the  further  confidence  of  the  Board  or  the  counte- 
nance of  an  injured  commnnity  ;  therefore 

**Be8olved,  That  John  Rice,  president  of  said  institution,  be  and  he  is 
hereby  expelled  from  the  Board,  and  that  his  ofUcial  functions  as  presi- 
dent of  this  bank  immediately  cease. 

**BeBolvedy  That  the  proceedings  of  this  meeting  be  signed  by  the 
Board,  and  published  in  all  the  papei-s  of  the  Borough  of  Allentown. 

"  William  Eokebt, 
'*  President  pra  tern. 

"Abraham  Newhard. 

"Henry  Ebner. 

"Peter  Hoffman. 

"George  Blank. 

"  Thomas  Kern. 

"  Thomas  B.  Wilson. 

"  Solomon  Fogel. 

"John  Komig. 

"  Directors." 

The  failure  of  the  bank  was  severely  felt  in  the 
community,  some  persons  losing  all  their  possessions, 
and  very  many  being  severely  crippled  in  their  busi- 
ness affairs.  It  was  long  before  the  town  recovered 
from  the  depression  following  the  shock. 

Measures  that  came  to  Naught. — The  first  move- 
ment toward  the  organization  of  a  financial  institu- 
tion after  the  failure  of  the  old  Northampton  Bank 
was  made  at  a  meeting  held  Jan.  15,  1844,  at  the 
house  of  John  Gross  (the  American  Hotel),  of  which 
Christian  Pretz  was  president  and  Augustus  L.  Ruhe 
secretary.  It  was  there  resolved  that  a  committee  of 
seven  be  appointed  Avho  should  endeavor  to  procure 
a  bank  in  Allentown,  and  the  president  appointed  as 
such  committee  Messrs.  Peter  Huber,  John  Wagner, 
William  H.  Blumer,  Charles  S.  Bush,  Col.  George 
Wenner,  Dr.  C.  H.  Martin,  and  Augustus  L.  Kuhe. 
Auxiliary  committees  were  appointed  in  each  town- 
ship. Petitions  were  circulated  among  the  people  of 
the  county,  and,  after  they  had  been  numerously 
signed,  presented  to  the  Legislature,  which,  in  April, 
1844,  passed  an  act  incorporating  the  Lehigh  County 
Bank.  The  commissioners  named  in  the  act  were 
Peter  Huber,  William  H.  Blumer,  George  Wenner, 
Augustus  L.  Euhe,  Jacob  Dillinger,  John  Troxell, 
Stephen  Balliet,  Jr.,  George  Probst,  David  Gehman, 
John  Wagner,  Charles  S.  Bush,  Dr.  C.  H.  Martin, 
Joseph  K.  Saeger,  Peter  Breinig,  Christian  Pretz, 
Charles  Kramer,  James  Lackey,  and  John  Moser,  of 
Lehigh  County ;  John  D.  Bawman,  Sr.,  John  Fatzin- 
ger,  and  John  Mears,  of  Carbon  County  ;  Peter  Sie- 
ger, Reuben  Haines,  and  John  Brock,  of  Philadel- 
phia;  Peter  Laubach  and  C.  A.  Luchenbach,  of 
Northampton  County.  Books  were  opened  in  Allen- 
town and  elsewhere  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  sub- 
scriptions to  the  stock,  and  a  considerable  number  of 
shares  were  soon  taken.     It  was  specified  in  the  char- 


ter of  this  bank  that  the  stockholders  were  to  be  in- 
dividually liable  for  the  amounts  they  held,  and  this 
provision  went  far  toward  popularizing  the  project  of 
the  new  bank,  although  it  was  bitterly  opposed  in 
some  quarters. 

The  bank  was  not  regularly  organized  until  Oct.  9, 
1844,  when  John  Wagner  was  elected  president. 
Business  had  scarcely  been  commenced  when  the  in- 
stitution began  to  experience  some  effects  of  the  hos- 
tility which  had  been  shown  towards  it  when  it  was 
in  the  formative  period  of  its  existence.  In  accord- 
ance with  petitions,  the  Legislature  in  January,  1845, 
passed  an  act  appointing  a  commissioner  to  examine 
into  its  affairs,  which  it  had  been  alleged  were  im- 
properly administered.  This  commissioner,  John  D. 
Lawall,  took  depositions  which  he  presented  to  the 
Legislature.  The  particular  matter  inquired  about 
was  whether  the  capital  (one  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars) had  actually  been  paid  in,  as  it  was  provided  it 
should  be,  and  on  this  point  the  legislative  committee 
to  whom  the  subject  was  referred  seemed  to  be  satis- 
fied. They  made  a  favorable  report  in  April,  1846, 
showing  that  the  law  had  been  fully  complied  with. 
Much  excitement  had  been  caused,  however,  and 
prejudice  engendered  against  the  institution,  and  the 
committee  in  the  conclusion  of  their  report  suggested 
that  the  stockholders  of  the  bank  should  be  per- 
mitted to  change  its  location  to  Mauch  Chunk,  of 
which  place  the  citizens  had  memorialized  the  Legis- 
lature with  great  unanimity  for  its  removal.  It  was, 
however,  continued  in  Allentown,  and  its  affairs  were 
moderately  prosperous  for  a  short  period.  On  Feb. 
13,  1847,  however,  a  bill  to  repeal  the  charter  was 
passed  by  the  Legislature,  and  the  bank  of  course 
suspended  business.  Moses  Y.  Beach,  of  New  York, 
was  the  capitalist  of  this  concern,  if  it  can  be  said  to 
have  had  a  capitalist.  It  was  alleged  that  money  was 
simply  brought  from  New  York,  counted  in  the  bank, 
and  then  taken  away,  and  that  the  institution  never 
had  the  capital  which  the  law  required. 

Notice  was  given  in  the  newspapers,  in  July,  1850, 
by  a  number  of  subscribers,  that  they  intended  making 
application  to  the  next  Legislature  to  incorporate  the 
"  Farmers'  and  Mechanics'  Bank,"  at  Allentown, 
with  a  capital  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  and 
privilege  of  increasing  it  to  two  hundred  thousand 
dollars.  The  signers  of  the  notice  were  Jonathan 
Cook,  A.  G.  Reninger,  Thomas  B.  Wilson,  James  F. 
Kline,  A.  A.  Wagner,  Nathan  Dresher,  W.  B.  Powell, 
Joseph  Weiss,  W.  Edelman,  Jonathan  Kulp,  P.  Wy- 
coff,  Owen  Saeger,  Jesse  Shaffer,  C.  H.  Samson,  Ste- 
phen Barber,  Ephraim  Grim,  Elias  Mertz,  Eli  Steckel. 
On  Jan.  9,  1852,  David  Laury  introduced  a  bill  in  the 
Legislature  (which  was  passed  the  following  April) 
incorporating  the  Farmers'  and  Mechanics'  Bank,  but 
no  such  bank  was  organized  here,  the  project  for 
some  reason  falling  through. 

In  the  mean  time,  in  1851,  W.  H.  Blumer  &  Co.  had 
established  themselves  as  bankers  and  brokers.     The 
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"  Co."  consisted  of  William  Kern  and  Jesse  M.  Line. 
Their  place  of  business  was  at  first  under  Odd-Fel- 
lows' Hall,  and  afterwards  between  the  Allentown 
National  Bank  and  the  Allen  House.  The  firm  car- 
ried on  business  successfully  until  1877,  when  they 
failed. 

The  Allentown  National  Bank.— What  is  now 
the  Allentown  National  Bank  was  originally  organ- 
ized as  a  State  bank,  under  the  title  of  the  Allentown 
Bank,  Aug.  27,  1865,  with  a  cash  capital,  paid  in,  of 
one  hundred  thousand  dollars.  The  first  president 
was  Jacob  Dillinger,  the  cashier  Charles  W.  Cooper, 
who  still  holds  that  office,  and  the  teller  William  J. 
Hoxworth.  The  board  of  directors  was  constituted  as 
follows :  Jacob  Dillinger,  John  Appel,  Stephen  Bar- 
ber, Stephen  Graff,  Solomon  Keck,  Charles  Kramer, 
Jesse  M.  Line,  Welcome  B.  Powell,  George  Probst, 
Aaron  G.  Eeninger,  Joshua  Seiberling,  Hiram  J. 
Schantz,  and  Dr.  William  Wilson.  This  bank  sur- 
ren(3ered  its  State  charter  Aug.  1, 1865,  and  organized 
the  same  day  as  a  national  bank  under  the  provisions 
of  the  National  Currency  Act  of  1864,  with  a  capital 
of  two  hundred  thousand  dollars.  Jacob  Dillinger 
had  died  in  November,  1861,  and  William  Saeger 
had  been  elected  president  in  the  same  month.  He 
was  continued  in  that  office  when  the  national  bank 
was  organized,  and  Mr.  Cooper  was  retained  in  the 
position  of  cashier.  Mr.  Hoxworth  had  resigned  as 
teller  in  May,  1864,  and  his  place  had  been  filled  by 
Joseph  E.  Balliet,  who  was  re-elected  at  the  time  of 
reorganization,  and  still  holds  the  place.  He  has  been 
connected  vyith  the  bank  since  1857.  The  first  board  of 
directors  of  the  Allentown  National  Bank  consisted  of 
William  Saeger,  Jacob  Cornell,  Daniel  Clader,  C.  F. 
Dickpnshied,  John  Fogel,  Stephen  Graff,  Boas  Haus- 
man,  James  K.  Mosser,  Tilghman  H.  Martin,  Chris- 
tian Pretz,  John  G.  Schimpf,  Henry  Schnurman,  and 
Dr.  William  Wilson.  The  capital  of  the  bank  was 
increased  to  five  hundred  thousand  dollars  in  1870. 
William  Saeger,  whom  we  have  stated  was  elected 
president  in  1861,  held  that  office  until  Aug.  1,  1883, 
when  he  resigned  because  of  advanced  years,  and  was 
succeeded  by  Esaias  Rehrig,  who  at  present  holds  the 
position. 

This  bank  began  business  in  the  building  which 
had  been  occupied  by  the  old  Northampton  Bank 
(used  as  a  dwelling-house  and  for  other  purposes 
frorn  1843  to  1855),  and  in  1871  built  its  present  ele- 
gant and  Substantial  banking-house,  upon  the  same 
ground  on  which  the  old  one  stood.  This  is  a  spa- 
cious structure,  two  stories  in  height  (though  with 
but  one  floor),  and  is  built  of  brick  with  Nova  Scotia 
.stone  facings.  It  is  finished  within  with  hardwood, 
is  most  conveniently  and  tastefully  arranged,  and 
contains  a  massive  indestructible  vault.  The  cost  of 
the  building  with  ground  was  not  far  from  forty-six 
thousand  dollars. 

Following  is  a  list  of  the  directors  of  this  bank 
from  1855  to  1883 : 


John  Appel.* 
Allen  Appel.* 
Phaon  Albright.* 
Stephen  Balliet.* 
Stephen  Barber.* 
William  E.  Barnes.* 
Daniel  Boyer.* 
Solomon  Boyer. 
Tilghman  H.  Boyer. 
JameB  P.  Barnes. 
John  Bortz. 
Samuel  A.  Brown. 
Charles  E.  Christ. 
Daniel  Clader.* 
Jacob  Cornell.* 
Jacob  Dillinger.* 
Charles  F.  Dickenebied.* 
Alfred  J.  G.  Dubbs. 
M.  D.  Eberhard. 
Enos  Erdman. 
John  H.  Togel. 
H.  H.  Fisher. 
Stephen  Graff.* 
Jonas-German. 
Benjamin  J.  Hagenbuch. 
Boas  Hausman.* 
John  L,  Hoffman.* 
Mifflin  Han  num.* 
W.  S.  Herbst. 
Solomou  L.  Keck."'- 
Charles  Kramer.* 
Andrew  S.  Keck.  . 
Jesse  M,  Line.  ' 
Henrj'  Leh. 


John  E.  Lentz. 
William  R.  Lawfer.- 
Abr.  W.  Lerch.  ' 
Charles  H.  Martin.'' 
Tilghman  H.  Martin.* 
E.  G.  Martin.  .;- 

A.  J.  Martin, 
James  K.  Mosser. 
W.  K.  Mosser.*    . 
Welcome  B.  Powell. 
George  Probst. 
Christian  Pretz.* 
Henry  B.  Pearson, 
Aaron  G.  Reninger. 
Edward  Ruhe. 
Werner  K,  Ruhe. 
Esaias  Rehrig. 
.Toshua  Seiberling. 
Hiram  J.  Schantz. 
Charles  Seagreaves. 
Lewis  Schmidt.* 
John  G.  Schimpf. 
Henry  Schnurman.* 
Thomas  Steckel. 
William  Saeger. 
Alfred  G.  Saeger. 
E.  W.  Trcxier. 
Jonas  Trexler. 
William  Wilson.* 
Thomas  Weaver.* 
Joseph  Weaver.* 
David  Weida. 
August  Welier. 
Robert  Yost.* 


Those  marked  thus  (*)  are  deceased. 

The  present  officers  and  working  force  of  the  bank 
are  Esaias  Rehrig,  president;  Charles  W.  Cooper, 
cashier;  Joseph  E.  Balliet,  teller;  Charles  M.  W, 
Keck,  corresponding  clerk;  Charles  O.  Schantz,  teU 
ler's  assistant;  David  B.  Sanders,  Alfred  P.  Bach-" 
man,  individual  ledger  clerks ;  John  T.  Scheirer^ 
general  ledger  clerk  ;  Frederick  H.  Lichtenwallner, 
messenger;  George  Stuber,  janitor  and  watchman. 

Following  are  sketches  of  four  of  the  gentlemen 
most  prominent  in  the  history  of  this  institution : 

Hon.  Jacob  Dillinger,  the  first  president  of  thp 
Allentown  Bank  (now  the  Allentown  National  Bank), 
figured  more  conspicuously  in  Lehigh  County  than 
any  other  person  during  the  period  of  his  lifetime, 
having  occupied  creditably  more  important  public 
stations  than  any  other  one  in  it. 

"  Judge"  Dillinger  was  a  close  observer  of  human 
nature,  correct  in  his  habits  of  life,  patriotic  in  his 
impulses,  and  firm  in  his  friendship,  and  these,  with 
his  practical  views  and  general  information  on  sub- 
jects of  public  interest,  gave  him  an  influence  of 
importance,  as  well  as  popularity,  with  the  mass  of 
his  fellow-citizens.  He  had  so  endeared  himself  to 
his  "  Pennsylvania  Dutch"  fellow-citizens  that  he  was 
the  Knickerbocker  among  them.  His  advice  on 
almost  every  subject  was  asked,  especially  in  matters 
of  law,  and  it  can  be  said  positively  that  in  such  mat- 
ters he  was  a  safe  counselor. 

He  was  a  genuine  lover  of  liberty,  and  an  enthusi- 
astic Democrat,  but  independent  enough  to  gain  and 
retain  the  confidence  of  the  opposition  parties.  He 
had  enemies,  but  always  commanded  their  respect, 
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Although  maintaining  an  upright  walli  and  a  godly 
conversation  before  the  world,  he  did  not  connect 
himself  with  a  religious  sect  until  two  years  before 
his  death,  when  he  and  his  youngest  child,  a  son, 
were  admitted,  by  the  rites  of  confirmation,  by  Rev. 
Dr.  B.  M.  Schmucker,  a  member  of  St.  John's  Lu- 
theran Church  of  Allentown.  His  wife  being  a  de- 
vout member  of  the  German  Reformed  Church,  the 
rest  of  the  family,  through  her  influence  and  training, 
were  reared,  under  the  auspices  of  the  venerable  Rev. 
Father  Joseph  Dubbs,  D.D.,  in  its  faith,  and  were  ad- 
mitted and  still  remain  in  its  church. 

He  was  a  Mason,  being  early  initiated  and  admitted 
a  member  of  Lafayette  Lodge,  No.  71,  of  Philadel- 
phia. 

He  was  educated  in  the  schools  of  the  county,  and 
of  Philadelphia,  in  the  English,  German,  and  French 
languages,  and  was  a  mathematician  of  no  mean 
order. 

In  connection  with  the  many  trusts  he  performed 
in  filling  important  offices,  surveying,  settling  de- 
cedents' estates,  etc.,  his  specialty  was  the  mercantile 
trade,  being  engaged  in  that  business  from  the  time 
he  was  nineteen  years  of  age  until  several  years 
before  his  death. 

Judge  Dillinger  was  born  at  Dillingersville,  Lower 
Milford  township,  this  county.  May  27,  1798,  and 
died  Nov.  3,  1861.  He  was  of  German  ancestry,  his 
great-grandfather  coming  from  Wiirtemberg,  Ger- 
many, and  settling  where  Dillingersville  now  is. 

When  he  was  about  seventeen  years  of  age  his 
father,  with  his  family,  removed  to  Philadelphia  to 
engage  in  the  wholesale  dry  goods  business,  where  he 
entered  a  drug-store,  and  at  the  age  of  nineteen  years 
his  father  sent  him  to  Ironton,  this  county,  for  the 
purpose  of  selling  out  a  stock  of  goods  that  had  been 
furnished  by  the  father  to  a  party  there  on  credit  and 
who  was  not  successful  and  returned  tlie  possession  of 
the  goods.  In  disposing  of  the  same  he  showed  much 
aptness  and  skill  as  a  salesman,  and  so  encouraged  the 
father  that  before  he  had  sold  the  entire  stock  he  es- 
tablished him  in  business  in  Balliettsville,  this  county. 
He  subsequently  removed  to  Ruchsville,  also  in  this 
county,  Allentown,  Hellertown,  Northampton  Co., 
and  again  Allentown,  respectively,  continuing  in  the 
mercantile  business  until  within  a  few  years  before 
his  death. 

During  the  time  he  lived  in  Balliettsville,  in  the 
year  1819,  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  of  this  State,  being  at  the  time  but 
twenty-two  years  of  age  and  the  youngest  member  of 
the  body.  He  was  re-elected  three  times,  it  being  the 
first  instance  in  the  county  that  a  member  served  four 
successive  terms.  Having  a  little  experience  in  civil 
engineering,  he  was  appointed  to  and  accepted,  at 
the  close  of  his  membership,  the  office  of  deputy  sur- 
veyor of  the  county,  which  was  an  office  of  import- 
ance during  that  time. 

In  1830  he  removed   to  Allentown,  having  been 


appointed  by  Governor  Wolf  clerk  of  the  courts, 
which  office  he  continued  to  occupy,  and  for  a  time 
that  of  prothonotary,  until  1836.  He  was  a  member 
of  the  Convention  of  1887-38  which  revised  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  State.  He  was  twice  elected  Democratic 
Presidential  elector,  casting  his  vote  for  Jackson  and 
Van  Buren,  respectively.  He  was  associate  judge 
from  1844  for  five  years,  and  again  from  1851  until  he 
resigned  to  accept  the  presidency  of  the  Allentown 
Bank.  In  the  year  1850,  after  his  first  term  of  judge- 
ship, he  was  elected  justice  of  the  peace  for  Allen- 
town, which  he  resigned  to  accept  his  second  term  of 
judgeship.  In  1855  he  was  made  the  first  president 
of  the  Allentown  Bank,  now  the  Allentown  National 
Bank,  which  position  he  held  until  his  death,  it  recog- 
nizing his  integrity,  prudence,  and  correct  business 
habits,  and  that  much  of  its  prosperity,  character, 
and  usefulness  was  owing  to  him. 

He  was  again  elected  to  the  office  of  justice  of  the 
peace  in  1861.  In  1848  he  was  nominated  to  Con- 
gress, to  fill  the  unexpired  term  of  Hon.  John  W. 
Hornbeck,  deceased,  who  died  shortly  after  he  took 
his  seat,  but  declined  it  on  account  of  delicacy  of 
health ;  whereupon  the  late  Hon.  Samuel  A.  Bridges 
was  nominated  and  elected.  He  was  the  rival  candi- 
date for  canal  commissioner  of  the  Hon.  Morris  Long- 
streth.  He  held  the  office  of  burgess  of  Allentown. 
He  was  one  of  the  projectors  of  the  Lehigh  County 
Agricultural  Society,  and  to  him  is  due  its  plan  of 
organization. 

In  the  first  organization  under  the  charter  of  the 
Lehigh  Valley  Railroad  Company,  recognizing  the 
importance  of  the  influence  Judge  Dillinger  brought 
to  bear  in  securing  the  charter,  he  was  made,  as  a 
compliment,  the  first  superintendent,  and  Dr.  Jesse 
Samuels,  the  member  of  Legislature  who  was  mainly 
instrumental  in  the  passage  of  the  charter  of  incor- 
poration, its  first  engineer. 

In  1831  he  became  the  husband  of  Salome  Schreiber, 
who  was  born  in  Whitehall  township,  this  county, 
Sept.  6, 1805  (who  is  still  living),  a  daughter  of  Jacob 
Shreiber  and  Eve  Catharine,  his  wife,  both  of  Ger- 
man ancestry,  the  father  being  a  resident  of  White- 
hall township,  and  the  mother  a  daughter  of  Conrad 
Leisenring,  who  is  also  of  Whitehall  and  North 
Whitehall  townships,  and  was  an  uncle  of  Hon.  John 
Leisenring  and  A.  W.  Leisenring,  Esq.,  of  Mauch 
Chunk.  Their  wedded  life  was  blessed  with  five 
children,  two  of  whom  died,  a  son  in  infancy  and  a 
daughter,  Margaret  E.,  who  intermarried  with  P.  S. 
Pretz,  a  son  of  Hon.  Christian  Pretz,  the  subject  of 
a  sketch  elsewhere,  leaving  to  survive  her  a  daughter, 
Aline  Dillinger  Pretz,  and  a  son,  Jacob  Christian 
Pretz.     The  living  children  are,  viz. : 

First,  "  Captain"  John  P.  Dillinger,  who  was  born 
in  Allentown,  May  3,  1833,  was  educated  at  the 
Allentown  Academy,  and  in  the  year  1850  took  charge 
of  the  office  at  Allentown  of  the  Philadelphia  and 
Wilkesbarre  Telegraph  Company.    In  1852  entered 
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into  partnership  with  his  father  and  William  E. 
Craig  in  the  wholesale  liquor  business,  under  the 
firm-name  of  Dillinger  &  Craig.  Mr.  Craig  retired 
in  1854,  and  the  business  continued  under  the  firm- 
name  of  J.  &  J.  P.  Dillinger.  When  the  father  had 
been  elected  president  of  the  Allentown  Bank,  the 
father's  interest  was  sold  to  ex-Sherifif  Nathan  Weiler, 
and  the  business  carried  on  under  the  firm-name  of 
Weiler  &  Dillinger  until  1860,  when  he  sold  out  his 
interest  to  Mr.  Weiler,  and  entered  into  partnership 
with  Phaon  Albright  in  the  tube  manufacturing 
business,  and  continued  in  the  same  until  1865,  when 
he  went  in  the  mercantile  business  with  Phaon  Al- 
bright, doing  business  under  the  firm-name  of  John 
P.  Dillinger  &  Co.  until  1866,  when  Mr.  Albright 
sold  his  interest  to  Huber  Brothers,  the  firm-name 
then  being  changed  to  Huber  &  Dillinger,  and  so 
continued  until  1868,  when  he  sold  out  his  interest  to 
the  Huber  Brothers,  and  removed  to  Siegfried's 
Bridge,  Northampton  Co.,  and  took  charge  of  the 
station  of  the  Lehigh  and  Susquehanna  Railroad 
Division  of  the  Central  Railroad  of  New  Jersey  as 
agent  and  telegraph  operator.  In  1874  he  returned  to 
Allentown,  and  in  1878  was  elected  chief  engineer  of 
the  Fire  Department  of  Allentown,  which  position  he 
continues  to  hold.  In  1862,  while  in  the  tube  manu- 
facturing business,  he  entered  the  army  as  captain  of 
Company  D,  One  Hundred  and  Twenty-eighth  Regi- 
ment Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  returning  at  the  ex- 
piration of  his  term  of  enlistment,  in  1863. 

Second,  Jacob  S.  Dillinger,  attorney-at-law,  who 
was  born  in  Allentown  April  20, 1841 ;  was  educated 
at  the  Allentown  Academy  and  Fort  Edward  Insti- 
tute, Fort  Edward,  N.  Y. ;  entered  the  law  office  of 
the  late  William  S.  Marx,  Esq.,  in  the  year  1858,  and 
the  law  department  of  the  University  of  Pennsyl- 
vania in  1861,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  Lehigh 
County  April  12,  1862;  was  cashier  of  the  Allentown 
Savings  Institution  (a  banking  institution  in  the  city 
of  Allentown  up  to  1882)  from  1866.  until  he  resigned, 
in  December,  1869,  to  accept  the  office  of  prothono- 
tary,  to  which,  he  was  elected  that  fall,  and  was  re- 
elected in  the  fall  of  1872,  retiring  on  the  first  Mon- 
day of  January,  1876,  and  resuming  the  practice  of 
the  law  ;  was  secretary  of  the  board  of  controllers  of 
the  public  schools  of  Allentown  from  1864  for  seven 
successive  years,  and  was  a  member  of  Select  Council 
of  Allentown,  1868-69,  and  the  last  year  its  president. 

Third,  Dallas  Dillinger,  who  was  born  Feb.  3, 1844, 
in  Allentown,  was  educated  at  the  Allentown  Acad- 
emy and  Eastman's  Business  College,  Poughkeepsie, 
N.  Y. ;  is  a  machinist  by  trade,  but  engaged  in  the 
mercantile  business  until  the  fall  of  1880,  when  he 
accepted  tlie  office  of  recorder  of  deeds,  etc.,  of  Lehigh 
County,  to  which  he  was  elected,  and  served  three 
years,  and  is  now  the  deputy  recorder.  He  served  in 
his  brother's— Capt.  John  P.  Dillinger,— company 
"D,"  One  Hundred  and  Twenty-eighth  Regiment 
Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  during  the  war. 


Thus  can  be  inferred  that  the  great  influence  of  the 
father  was  transmitted  to  his  sons,  who  were  and  are 
called  to  positions  of  trust,  and  that  the  father  left 
them  the  proudest  legacy  of  a  reputation  of  a  life  use- 
fully and  profitably  spent. 

Judge  Dillinger  was  one  of  the  landmarks  of  the 
county  and  the  city  of  Allentown,  and  always  public- 
spirited  and  enterprising.  The  history  of  the  growth 
and  prosperity  of  the  city  is  a  monument  to  his 
memory. 

Charles  W.  Cooper,  cashier  of  the  Allentown  Na- 
tional Bank  since  1855,  is  descended  from  the  Coopers 
of  Coopersburg,  a  family  of  German  extraction,  the 
grandfather  of  Charles  W.  having  been  William  Kup- 
per,  born  Aug.  24,  1722,  who  emigrated  from  the 
Duchy  of  Nassau,  and  settled  in  Bucks  County,  Pa. 
To  Gertrude,  his  wife,  were  born  a  son,  Daniel,  and  a 
daughter,  Catharine.  The  birth  of  the  former  oc- 
curred March  31,  1752,  at  Dillenberg,  near  Amster- 
dam, Holland,  and  his  emigration  with  his  father  in 
1775.  He  married  Miss  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Jacob 
Geary,  of  Goshenhoppen,  Montgomery  Co.,  Pa.,  and 
had  children, — Jacob,  Catharine,  Catharine  (2d), 
John,  Peter,  William,  Elizabeth,  Charles,  and  Daniel. 
Peter,  the  father  of  Charles  W.,  was  born  Sept.  26, 
1790,  in  Upper  Saucon,  Lehigh  Co.,  where  his  life 
was  spent.  He  was  the  founder  of  the  borough  of 
Coopersburg,  in  which  he  exercised  a  considerable 
influence  as  a  man  of  intelligence,  of  progressive 
ideas,  and  much  enterprise.  He  enjoyed  the  reputa- 
tion of  being  a  remarkably  reliable  counselor-at-law 
for  a  layman,  was  an  accurate  conveyancer,  an  ex- 
pert surveyor,  and  served  for  a  period  as  deputy  sur- 
veyor-general of  Pennsylvania.  He  was  an  active 
member  of  the  German  Reformed  Church.  He  mar- 
ried, on  the  9th  of  July,  1789,  Susannah,  daughter 
of  Daniel  and  Magdalena  Buhacker.  Their  children 
are  Anna  Matilda,  Milton,  Thomas  B.,  and  Charles 
W.  Mr.  Cooper's  death  occurred  May  19,  1887,  and 
that  of  Mrs.  Cooper,  June  13, 1846.  Their  son,  Charles 
W.,  was  born  April  21,  1826,  at  Coopersburg,  Lehigh 
Co.  He  at  an  early  age  became  a  student  of  the 
Pennsylvania  College,  at  Gettysburg,  and  later  pur- 
sued his  studies  in  Philadelphia.  Having  decided 
upon  the  law  as  a  profession,  he  entered  the  United 
States  Law  School  in  Philadelphia,  under  Professor 
Hoffman,  and  while  in  the  office  of  Judge  George  M. 
Stroud,  of  the  above  city,  was  admitted  in  May,  1847, 
to  practice  in  the  courts  of  Philadelphia,  and  in 
August  of  the  same  year  in  the  courts  of  Lehigh 
County.  Ill  health  precluding  the  active  pursuit  of 
his  profession,  Mr.  Cooper  retired  to  his  farm  at 
Coopersburg,  and  continued  employed  in  the  man- 
agement of  its  varied  interests  until  1855,  when  on 
the  organization  of  the  Allentown  Bank  he  was 
elected  its  cashier.  He  was  married  on  the  4th  of 
February,  1851,  to  Miss  Rebecca  E.,  eldest  daughter 
of  Hon.  Jacob  Erdman,  of  Upper  Saucon.  Their 
eliildren  are   Franklin   Erdman  and   Henry  Peter. 
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Mrs.  Cooper's  death  occurred  Aug.  2,  1854,  and  he 
was  again  married,  Sept.  1,  1864,  to  Miss  Sarah  B. 
Erdman,  sister  of  his  first  wife,  whose  children  are 
Anna  Rebecca  and  Charles  William.  Mrs.  Cooper 
died  Jan.  15,  1872,  and  on  the  14th  of  October,  1873, 
he  married  his  present  wife,  Miss  Ida  C,  daughter 
of  Addison  Erdman,  of  Allentown.  Mr.  Cooper  was, 
in  1854,  elected  under  the  new  school  law  the  first 
county  superintendent  of  schools,  and  resigned  the 
position  on  becoming  identified  with  the  bank.  His 
reputation  as  a  skillful  financier  led  to  his  appoint- 
ment as  a  member  of  the  Centennial  Board  of  Fi- 
nance in  1876.  He  is  a  trustee  of  the  Union  Trust 
Company,  trustee  of  the  Allentown  Female  College, 
and  of  the  Muhlenberg  College,  and  has  been  for 
many  years  director  of  the  public  schools  of  Allen- 
town, as  also  of  several  manufacturing  interests, 
and  president  of  the  Board  of  Trade.  Mr.  Cooper 
is  in  his  political  creed  a  Democrat,  though  not 
ranked  among  the  working  representatives  of  the 
party.  He  was,  however,  a  delegate  from  the  dis- 
trict embracing  Lehigh  and  Bucks  Counties  to  the 
National  Convention  held  at  Baltimore  in  1852,  and 
was  in  1850,  and  again  in  1855,  elected  justice  of  the 
peace.  He  is  a  member  of  St.  John's  Reformed 
Church  of  Allentown.  Mr.  Cooper  is  a  man  of 
refined  and  cultivated  taste,  and  has  found  leisure 
amid  the  engrossing  demands  of  a  business  life  to 
devote  to  other  congenial  pursuits.  His  aptness  for 
public  affairs,  and  the  various  matters  pertaining  to 
finance,  has  neither  warped  his  taste  nor  modified 
his  enjoyment  of  all  that  is  attractive  in  literature, 
art,  or  the  field  of  scientific  research. 

William  Saeger,  second  president  of  the  Allentown 
Bank,  and  the  first  under  the  present  (national)  or- 
ganization, is  of  German  extraction ;  Christian  Saeger, 
his  grandfather,  being  the  first  of  the  family  who  emi- 
grated to  America.  He  married,  and  had  among  his 
children  three  sons, — Nicholas,  Jacob,  and  Daniel. 
Jacob  was  born  during  the  year  1774,  in  Whitehall 
township,  Northampton  Co.,  Pa.,  where  he  continued 
to  reside,  and  became  an  enterprising  farmer.  He  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Margaret  Mickley,  of  the  same 
county,  to  whom  were  born  children, — Sarah,  Cather- 
ine, Ann,  Charles,  William,  Abigail,  Mary,  and  Re- 
becca,— of  whom  Rebecca  (Mrs.  Henry  Weinsheimer), 
Ann  (Mrs.  Solomon  L.  Keck),  and  William,  the  subject 
of  this  biography,  survive.  The  last  named  was  born 
Sept.  4,  1806,  iu  Whitehall  township,  Northampton 
Co.,  his  home  until  his  tenth  year,  when  the  family 
removed  to  Allentown,  where  Jacob  Saeger,  in  con- 
nection with  his  brother  Daniel,  erected  a  mill  and 
embarked  in  mercantile  enterprises.  William  enjoyed 
such  advantages  of  education  as  the  public  school 
afforded,  after  which  he  became  a  clerk,  and  later 
opened  in  Hanover  township  a  canal  store  for  the 
sale  of  wares  then  in  demand  by  the  canal  employes. 
The  business  meanwhile  extended,  considerable  pur- 
chases  of  real   estate   were  made,  and   Mr.   Saeger 


became  an  extensive  dealer  in  grain,  a  manufacturer 
of  lumber  and  owner  of  timber  tracts,  a  coal  merchant, 
and  also  engaged  largely  in  farming  and  milling  en- 
terprises, the  latter  business  absorbing  much  of  his 
attention  and  capital.  Hanover  township  continued 
to  be  his  residence  until  1866,  when  his  present  home 
in  Allentown  was  erected,  and  he  abandoned  active 
participation  in  his  various  business  schemes.  In 
1862  he  became  president  of  the  Allentown  National 
Bank,  in  which  he  had  previously  been  a  stockholder 
and  director,  and  continued  his  official  relation  with 
that  institution  until  1883,  when  he  resigned  and 
retired  from  active  business.  Mr.  Saeger  was  in  early 
life  a  Whig,  and  later  espoused  the  principles  of  the 
Republican  cause,  though  not  an  active  participant 
in  the  campaign  work  of  the  party,  nor  an  aspirant 
for  the  honors  within  its  gift.  He  has  therefore  held 
no  office  other  than  that  of  school  director.  His 
sympathy  in  the  cause  of  education  has  assumed  a 
practical  form  in  the  influence  and  financial  aid  given 
the  Muhlenberg  College,  located  at  Allentown.  In 
religion  he  is  a  Lutheran,  and  member  of  the  St. 
John's  English  Lutheran  Church  of  Allentown,  of 
which  he  was  formerly  an  elder,  and  is  now  treasurer 
of  the  church  council.  Mr.  Saeger  was  in  1833  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Hannah,  daughter  of  Daniel  Gangwere, 
of  Hanover  township.  Their  surviving  children  are 
Alfred  G.,  married  to  Miss  Ella,  daughter  of  Aaron 
Troxell ;  Jacob  H.,  whose  wife  was  Miss  Emma,  daugh- 
ter of  John  Schimpf ;  and  Thomas  W.,  who  married 
Florence,  daughter  of  Aaron  Troxell.  Thomas  W. 
and  Jacob  H.  are  the  successors  of  their  father  in 
milling  enterprises,  and  Alfred  G.,  who  was  formerly 
engaged  in  the  tannery  business,  has  now  retired. 

Esaias  Rehrig,  present  president  of  the  Allentown 
National  Bank,  is  a  grandson  of  Conrad  Rehrig,  who 
was  a  resident  of  Carbon  County,  formerly  a  part  of 
the  county  of  Northampton,  where  he  was  by  occu- 
pation a  farmer,  and  was  one  of  the  earliest  settlers. 
He  was  united  in  marriage  to  a  Miss  Herter,  and  had 
children, — Martin,  Daniel,  John,  George,  Michael, 
Jonas,  Jacob,  Conrad,  William,  Christina,  Mary, 
Elizabeth,  Sarah,  and . 

William,  the  youngest,  and  the  father  of  Esaias,  was 
a  native  of  Carbon  County,  was  born  in  October,  1805, 
and  on  attaining  the  years  of  manhood  acquired  the 
trade  of  a  carpenter,  which  he  later  abandoned  for  the 
more  congenial  pursuit  of  the  farmer.  He  married 
Miss  Lydia  Heilman,  of  the  same  county,  and  had 
children, — Aaron,  Esaias,  Emeline,  Moses,  Lucy, 
Sarah,  William  H.,  and  Mary.  The  death  of  Mr. 
Rehrig  occurred  in  Carbon  County,  the  scene  of  his 
lifetime  residence. 

His  son,  Esaias,  was  born  Nov.  24, 1831,  in  the  above 
county,  at  the  home  of  his  father.  His  tastes  not 
prompting  him  to  follow  the  life  of  an  agriculturist, 
after  receiving  a  rudimentary  education  at  home,  and 
becoming  at  a  later  date  a  pupil  at  the  Easton  Semi- 
nary, he  became  a  clerk  at  Weissport,  Carbon  Co.,  and 
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remained  for  three  years  thus  employed.  Eemoving 
to  Freemansburg  he  continued  in  business,  and  some 
years  later  made  Catasauqua  his  home.  Here  he  en- 
tered the  firm  of  E.  Weiss  &  Co.,  and  continued  this 
business  relation  from  1852  until  1858,  the  date  of  his 
removal  to  Allentown  as  deputy  prothonotary  under 
James  Lackey,  Esq.  After  a  service  of  two  terms  in 
this  capacity  he  was  elected  prothonotary,  and  re- 
elected at  the  expiration  of  his  first  term.  Before  re- 
tiring from  official  life  he  aided  in  the  organization  of 
the  Coplay  Cement  Company,  and  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  hydraulic  cement  in  Allentown, 
having  been  chosen  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the 
company.  He  was  also  soon  after  made  president  of 
the  Starr  Slate  Company.  The  exceptional  business 
ability  of  Mr.  Eehrig  led,  in  August,  1883,  to  his 
election  as  president  of  the  Allentown  National  Bank, 
which  position  he  now  holds,  having  prior  to  this 
date  been  one  of  its  directors.  As  a  Democrat  he  was 
formerly  active  in  the  political  field,  and,  aside  from 
his  various  official  positions,  held,  during  the  winter 
of  1872-73,  that  of  message  clerk  of  the  Senate  at 
Harrisburg.  His  religious  convictions  are  in  harmony 
with  the  tenets  of  the  English  Lutheran  Church,  of 
which  he  is  a  member.  As  an  active  Mason  he  is  a 
member  of  Barger  Lodge,  No.  333,  of  which  he  was 
formerly  an  oflicer,  of  Allen  Commandery,  of  Allen 
Chapter,  and  Allen  Council,  of  which  he  is  presiding 
officer.  Mr.  Eehrig  was  married  in  1855  to  Miss 
Margaret,  eldest  daughter  of  James  Lackey,  of  Cata- 
sauqua. 

The  First  National  Bank  was  organized  in  1863, 
and  began  business  in  1864.  The  stockholders  were 
William  H.  Blumer,  Jesse  M.  Li^e,  William  Kern, 
and  Nathan  Laudenslager.  Mr.  Blumer  was  presi- 
dent. Tilghman  H.  Moyer  was  the  first  cashier,  and 
Jacob  A.  Blumer  succeeded  him  in  that  position. 
This  bank  was  quite  prosperous  for  a  number  of  years, 
but  failed  in  1877. 

The  Allentown  Savings  Institution,  one  of  the 
oldest  and  most  successfully-managed  savings-banks  in 
Eastern  Pennsylvania,  commenced  business  in  the  year 
1860.  It  was  organized  through  the  efforts  of  Hon.  Wil- 
liam H.  Ainey,  under  a  special  charter  passed  by  the 
Legislature  during  the  winter  of  1859  and  1860.  Mr. 
Ainey  became  its  first  president,  and  Charles  S.  Bush 
its  first  cashier.  The  first  board  of  trustees  was  com- 
posed of  the  following :  William  H.  Ainey,  Christian 
Pretz,  George  Probst,  Samuel  Sell,  Nathan  Peter, 
Henry  B.  Hottle,  John  D.  Stiles,  Paul  Balliet,  and  Dr. 
B.  F.  Jacoby.  Mr.  Bush  served  as  cashier  upwards  of 
three  years,  when  he  resigned  to  accept  the  cashiership 
of  the  Second  National  Bank.  He  was  succeeded  by 
Francis  E.  Samuels,  who  served  about  two  years, 
when  he  resigned  and  became  the  cashier  of  the  Sec- 
ond National  Bank.  Mr.  Samuels  was  succeeded  by 
Jacob  S.  Dillinger,  who  served  about  three  years, 
when  he  resigned,  after  being  elected  prothonotary 
of  Lehigh  County.     He  was  succeeded  by  Reuben 


Stabler,  who  served  in  that  capacity  about  eight 
years,  when  he  was  elected  cashier  of  the  Second 
National  Bank  to  fill  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the 
death  of  Mr.  Samuels.  Mr.  Stabler  was  succeeded  by 
B.  J.  Hagenbuch,  who  has  filled  the  position  to  the 
present  time.  Mr.  Ainey  continued  to  serve  as  presi- 
dent from  the  organization  of  the  institution  to  its 
close.  The  present  or  last  board  of  trustees  com- 
prised the  following :  William  H.  Ainey,  C.  Pretz, 
Martin  Kemmerer,  Milton  Appel,  Benjamin  J. 
Hagenbuch,  George  Probst,  Charles  S.  Bush,  Eeuben 
Stabler,  and  C.  B.  Sell. 

The  institution  was  organized,  as  its  title  indicates, 
as  a  savings-bank.  It  received  money  on  deposit  in 
large  and  small  sums,  paying  interest  to  the  depositors 
of  from  three  to  six  percent,  accordingto  the  amount 
and  the  time  of  deposit.  The  institution  early  enlisted 
the  confidence  and  patronage  of  the  people  of  the  en- 
tire county,  and  its  deposits  steadily  increased  until 
shortly  before  the  panic  they  had  reached  about  half 
a  million  dollars.  After  the  failure  of  William  H. 
Blumer  &  Co.  and  the  First  National  Bank  of  Allen- 
town, in  1877,  banks  in  this  locality,  and  especially 
savings-banks,  were  much  distrusted,  and  as  one  after 
another  failed,  this  want  of  confidence  was  intensified. 

At  the  time  of  the  failure  of  Blumer  &  Co.  there 
were  seven  savings-banks,  besides  theirs  in  Allen- 
town, all  of  which  failed  except  the  Allentown  Sav- 
ings Institution.  There  were  besides  a  savings-bank 
at  Bethlehem,  one  at  Slatington,  two  at  Fogelsville, 
and  one  at  Macungie,  all  of  which  in  like  manner 
failed,  leaving  the  Allentown  Savings  Institution 
alone  as  the  only  incorporated  savings-bank  doing 
business.  This  institution  promptly  met  all  its  obli- 
gations, retaining  the  patronage  and  confidence  of  its 
customers  to  a  remarkable  degree  when  the  circum- 
stances before  related  are  considered.  During  and 
subsequent  to  the  war  its  investments  were  largely  in 
government  bonds,  and  from  judicious  purchases  and 
sales  it  realized  large  profits.  In  addition  to  regular 
semi-annual  dividends  to  the  stockholders  of  from  six 
to  twelve  per  cent,  per  annum,  it  declared  a  one  hun- 
dred per  cent,  dividend  in  1869,  and  another  in  1875  of 
two  hundred  per  cent,  on  the  original  capital.  Both  of 
these  dividends  were  payable  in  cash  or  stock  at  the 
option  of  each  stockholder,  but  all  preferred  and  took 
the  stock.  For  reasons  mainly  personal  to  its  officers 
and  stockholders,  it  was  decided  to  withdraw  from 
business,  and  the  aflfairs  of  the  institution  are  now 
about  closing  up. 

The  business  career  of  this  institution  has  been  one 
of  such  remarkable  success  that  it  is  deserving  of 
especial  mention  here. 

After  providing  for  the  deposits,  most  of  the  re- 
maining assets  have  been  divided  directly  among  the 
stockholders.  The  present  market  value  of  these,  to- 
gether with  the  cash  realized  from  sale  of  such  assets 
as  could  not  be  divided,  amounts  to  over  eight  thou- 
sand dollars  to  one  thousand  dollars  originally  paid  in 
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as  capital^  so  that  each  stockholder,  who  paid  in  one 
thousand  dollars  at  the  beginning,  gets  back  eight 
thousand  dollars,  besides  the  regular  semi-annual  divi- 
dends. At  a  final  meeting  of  the  stockholders,  held 
Feb.  5,  1883,  Mr.  Christian  Pretz  acting  as  chairman, 
and  Professor  T.  L.  Seip  as  secretary,  the  following 
was  moved  and  unanimously  adopted  : 

'  "Wheeeas,  We,  the  stockholders  of  the  Allentown  Savings  Institu- 
tion, have  heard  with  pleasure  the  statement  of  the  very  satisfactory  con- 
dition of  its  affairs  and  accounte  as  ascertained  by  the  Auditing  Committee 
appointed  at  the  meeting  of  the  stockholders  held  Jan.  29, 18S3,  and  in- 
asmuch as  the  business  affiiirs  of  the  institution  have  been  closed,  and 
this  is  our  final  meeting  as  stockholders  ;  therefore,  be  it 

"  Bemlved,  That  we  deem  it  bnt  proper  and  due  to  the  president  of  the 
institution,  the  Hon.  William  H.  Ainey,  to  put  on  record  our  high  ap- 
preciation of  his  valuable  services  in  successfully  managing  its  afTairs 
from  the  beginning  to  the  close  of  its  history,  covering  a  time  when 
most  similar  institutions  failed  with  disastrous  losses  to  their  stock- 
holders and  the  community. 

"Besolved,  That  we  also  recognize  the  eiBcient  services  of  the  efflcers 
of  the  institution,  who  aided  the  president  from  time  to  time  in  the 
transaction  of  ils  affairs." 

The  Second  National  Bank  of  Allentown  was 

organized  in  1863,  and  began  business  in  1864,  with  a 
paid-in  capital  of  $100,000,  which  wa.s  increased  the 
following  year  to  §200,000,  and  a  few  years  later  to 
1800,000.  The  first  officers  were  William  H.  Ainey, 
president,  and  Charles  S.  Bush,  cashier,  and  the 
first  directors,  William  H.  Ainey,  George  Probst, 
Benjamin  J.  Hagenbuch,  Samuel  Sell,  Aaron  Bal- 
liet,  Edward  Kohler,  Charles  A.  Euhe,  and  James 
H.  Bush.  After  serving  two  years,  Charles  H.  Bush 
resigned  the  cashiership  in  1865  on  account  of  ill 
health,  and  was  succeeded  by  Francis  E.  Samuels, 
who  continued  as  cashier  until  his  death,  in  1875. 
Reuben  Stabler,  the  present  cashier,  succeeded  Mr. 
Samuels.  Mr.  Ainey,  the  first  president  of  the  bank, 
is  still  its  official  head,  having  continuously  served  as 
president  from  its  organization  until  the  present  time. 
The  afl'airs  of  the  bank  have  been  so  satisfactorily 
managed  that  not  a  single  opposition  vote  was  ever 
ofifered  at  any  of  the  annual  elections  for  officers  and 
directors. 

In  1877,  believing  that  the  business  of  the  bank 
could  be  more  satisfactorily  and  profitably  conducted 
with  $200,000  than  with  $300,000  capital,  $100,000 
was  withdrawn.  The  Second  National  is  now  the 
oldest  national  bank  in  Lehigh  County.  Its  char- 
tered privileges  under  the  National  Currency  Act 
terminated  in  March,  1883,  at  which  time  its  corpo- 
rate privileges  were  renewed  and  extended  for  another 
twenty  years.  Since  the  organization  of  the  bank 
the  directors  have  met  regularly  on  Monday  of  each 
week  for  passing  upon  the  notes  oflfered  for  discount 
by  the  customers  of  the  bank.  Regular  seqii-annual 
dividends  have  been  made  on  the  first  Monday  of 
May  and  November  of  each  year  since  1868.  The 
present  rate  of  dividend  is  eight  per  cent,  per  annum, 
It  is  something  remarkable  and  worthy  of  mention 
here  that  the  entire  losses  of  the  bank  for  the  twenty 
years  ending  March,  1883  (the  close  of  its  first  period 
of  corporate  life),  amounted  to  less  than  one-half 


of   the  smallest  six   months'   earnings   during  that 
period. 

In  1881  a  large  and  beautiful  new  bank  building 
was  erected  on  the  southeast  corner  of  Centre  Square, 
which,  for  light,  convenience  of  arrangement,  and 
elegance  of  finish,  is  surpassed  by  few,  if  any,  of  the 
bank  buildings  outside  of  the  large  cities.     It  has  a 
massive  chilled-iron  vault,  with  four  heavy  chilled- 
iron  doors,  having  combination  and  time  locks,  all  of 
which  must  be  opened  before  reaching  the  money  and 
securities  of  the  bank.     The  chilled  iron  forming  the 
inside  lining  is  of  uniform  thickness  at  the  ends,  sides, 
bottom,  and  top  of  the  vault,  being  about  three  and 
one-half  inches  of  solid  iron,  cast  and  chilled,  on 
wrought-iron  bars,  and  weighing,  with  the  doors,  over 
twenty  tons.     This  would  seem  to  present  all  the  re- 
sistance necessary  to  prevent  the  possibility- of  suc- 
cessful attack  between  the  hour  of  closing  the  bank 
in  the  evening  and  opening  again  the  next  morning. 
The  vault  is  beautifully  and   artistically  decorateid 
-with  ornamental  iron-work  finished  in  bronze  and  gilt. 
William   H.  Ainey,  lawyer,  bank  president,  and 
ironmaster,  was  born  in  Susquehanna  County,  a.d. 
1834.     His  paternal  grandfather,  William  AJney,  was 
of  French  descent,  his  ancestors  being  Huguenots, 
who  came  to  this  country  and  settled  in  the  Mohawk 
Valley,  in  Montgomery  Co.,  N.  Y.     His  great-grand- 
mother, Elizabeth  Van  Deusen,  was  of  German  de- 
scent.     His   maternal   grandfather,   John   Morrison 
Kinnan,  was  of  Irish  descent;  his  great-grandfather, 
the  Rev.  John  Kinnan,  being  from  the  North  of  Ire- 
land, settled  in  Orange  County,  N.  Y.,  about  the  year 
1767.     William  Ainey,  his  grandfather,  before  men- 
tioned, married  Hannah  Crawford,  of  Connecticut, 
and  settled  a  few  miles  south  of  Goshen,  N.  Y.    Here 
his  father,  Jacob  Ainey,  was  born  a.d.  1802,  and  in 
the  year  1824  married  Catharine  Kinnan,  of  Goshen, 
Orange  Co.,  N.  Y.    He  subsequently  removed  to  Sus- 
quehanna Co.,  Pa.     From  the  foregoing  it  will  be 
seen  that  the  family  is  thoroughly  American,  being  of 
French,  German,  and  English  origin  on  the  father's 
side  and  of  Scotch-Irish  on  the  mother's. 

Mr.  Ainey  received  his  early  education  in  the  pub- 
lic schools,  supplemented  by  a  preparatory  course  in 
the  Woodruff  Academy  of  his  native  village.  At  the 
age  of  sixteen  he  entered  Harford  University,  then 
an  institution  of  learning  of  high  standing  in  North- 
ern Pennsylvania.  Here  he  soon  took  high  rank  in 
forensic  and  other  literary  achievements,  and  the 
second  year  was  chosen  to  the  highest  office  of  his 
literary  society,  then  numbering  over  one  hundred 
active  members.  He  completed  his  course  in  1853, 
and  at  once  entered  upon  the  study  of  the  law  under 
the  direction  of  the  late  Hon.  E.  B.  Chase,  at  Mon- 
trose, Pa.,  teaching  a  portion  of  the  time  in  his  old 
school,  the  Woodruff  Academy,  thus  early  manifest- 
ing that  energetic,  self-sustaining,  and  self-relying 
independence  which  has  characterized  his  subsequent 
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In  1855,  about  a  year  after  the  death  of  his  father, 
being  then  about  twenty  years  old,  he  removed  to 
Lehigh  County,  where  he  was  also  engaged  a  portion 
of  the  time  in  teaching  while  pursuing  his  legal 
studies.  These  he  completed  in  the  office  of  Hon. 
E.  E.  Wright,  of  Allentown,  and  was  admitted  to  the 
bar  in  that  city  Jan.  6,  1857,  opening  an  office  there 
soon  after.  He  devoted  himself  closely  and  success- 
fully to  the  practice  of  his  profession  for  the  next 
three  years,  when  he  became  desirous  of  opening  a 
larger  field  for  his  active  temperament  than  was  af- 
forded by  the  practice  of  the  law  in  Allentown. 

Accordingly,  in  1860,  he  organized  the  Allentown 
Savings  Institution,  and  was  chosen  its  president. 
The  institution  opened  for  business  at  No.  542  Ham- 
ilton Street,  opposite  the  American  Hotel.  It  pros- 
pered beyond  the  most  sanguine  hopes  of  its  friends, 
and  two  years  later  a  new  banking-house  was  erected 
for  it  at  No.  532  Hamilton  Street,  to  which  place  he 
also  removed  his  law-office.  Here  he  gave  his  close 
personal  attention  to  the  business  of  the  institution, 
which  grew  rapidly,  enlisting  and  retaining  the  confi- 
dence and  favor  of  the  public  until  it  was  soon  re- 
garded as  one  of  the  best-managed  savings-banks  in 
the  State. 

In  1862  he  bought  the  Lehigh  Register,  and  edited 
it  in  connection  with  his  other  business  duties.  A 
ready,  vigorous  writer,  and  a  Eepublican  of  pro- 
nounced views,  the  Begister,  under  his  charge,  was  an 
able  advocate  of  progressive  doctrines  and  advanced 
Republican  views  on  all  the  great  questions  of  that 
day.  He  was  several  times  chosen  to  represent  his 
district  as  delegate  to  the  Eepublican  State  Conven- 
tions; was  senatorial  delegate  to,  and  chairman  of 
contested  seats  in,  the  convention  of  1863,  when  two 
sets  of  delegates  were  each  claiming  admission  from 
several  of  the  Philadelphia  districts.  He  succeeded 
in  harmonizing  the  factions  on  a  basis  of  future  union 
alike  satisfactory  to  both.  The  following  year  he 
served  on  the  State  Central  Committee,  and  was 
elected  one  of  the  executive  or  managing  committee 
of  nine  to  conduct  the  campaign. 

In  1863-64  the  Second  National  Bank  of  Allentown 
was  organized,  and  he  was  elected  its  president,  a 
position  he  has  continuously  held  ever  since,  by  the 
unanimous  vote  of  the  stockholders  and  directors  at 
every  annual  election  for  the  past  twenty  years.  His 
management  of  this  bank  has  been  conservative,  but 
highly  successful.  In  addition  to  regular  dividends 
of  eight  to  twelve  per  cent,  yearly,  it  has  accumulated 
the  largest  proportionate  surplus  reserve-fund  held  by 
any  bank  in  the  Lehigh  Valley. 

In  1867  he  projected  and  organized  the  Lehigh  Iron 
Company  (anthracite  blast-furnace),  and  was  chosen 
its  president,  which  position  he  still  holds.  The 
same  successful  management  has  characterized  his 
control  of  these  large  works.  He  presides  over  its 
entire  affairs,  supervising  its  sales  and  purchases  {to- 
gether amounting  to  over  one  hundred  thousand  dol- 


lars per  month  when  in  full  operation),  directing  in  a 
general  way  its  every-day  operations  at  the  works,  and 
managing  its  finances. 

In  1872  he  was  nominated  by  the  Republican  State 
Convention,  and  subsequently  elected  on  the  Repub- 
lican State  ticket  as  one  of  the  fourteen  members  of 
the  Constitutional  Convention  of  1872-73  for  the 
State  at  large,  a  body  of  men  whom  posterity  will 
regard  as  having  been  called  from  the  foremost  and 
best  men  of  the  commonwealth.  It  framed  our  pres- 
ent admirable  Constitution,  introducing  many  needed 
and  excellent  reforms,  which  have  since  been  copied 
and  adopted  as  part  of  the  fundamental  law  of  other 
States.  He  was  an  earnest  advocate  of  reform,  and  i 
one  of  the  most  practical  and  useful  members  of  that 
distinguished  body.  As  one  of  the  many  occurring 
instances  during  the  year's  session  illustrating  his  re- 
markable readiness  and  practical  ability,  mention 
may  be  made  of  the  following :  The  Democrats  and 
Republicans  were  in  hostile  array  over  Section  5  of 
the  Declaration  of  Rights  offered  and  pending  in  the 
following  form :  "  Elections  shall  be  free  and  equal, 
and  no  power,  civil  or  military,  shall  at  any  time 
interfere  with  the  free  exercise  of  the  right  of  suf- 
frage." The  Democrats  demanded  it;  the  Republi- 
cans opposed  it.  The  debate  had  become  bitter,  and 
party  lines  were  closely  drawn.  Up  to  this  time 
political  measures  had  been  sedulously  avoided  as 
likely  to  prove  fatal  to  the  work  of  the  Convention, 
but  it  seemed  as  if  there  was  no  way  to  avoid  it  in 
this  instance.  But  at  this  juncture  Mr.  Ainey  offered  \ 
to  amend  by  striking  out  "  with"  and  inserting  "  to 
prevent,"  so  as  to  read,  "  No  power,  civil  or  military, 
shall  interfere  to  prevent  the  free  exercise,"  etc.  This 
was  immediately  accepted  by  both  parties  and  adopted, 
and  a  dreaded  political  division  happily  avoided.  He 
is  the  author  of  the  proviso  giving  cities  of  sufficient 
population  separate  legislative  representation,  and 
many  other  practical  and  useful  reforms,  of  which 
space  will  not  permit  particular  mention. 

In  1879  he  was  elected  treasurer  of  the  Coplaylron 
Company  (anthracite  blast  furnaces);  at  Coplay,  Pa., 
having  at  the  instance  and  request  of  friends  who 
were  involved  by  the  failure  of  the  Lehigh  Valley 
Iron  Company,  the  former  owner,  reorganized  or  rather 
formed  a  new  company  from  the  stockholders  and 
creditors  of  the  old  company.  He  is  still  treasurer 
and  one  of  its  board  of  managers. 

Later  the  same  year  (1879)  he,  in  connection  with 
George  Brooke,  president  of  the  First  National  Bank 
of  Reading,  and  of  the  E.  &  G.  Brooke  Iron  Com- 
pany, H.  S.  Eckert,  president  of  the  Farmers'  Na- 
tional Bank  of  Reading,  and  of  the  Henry  Clay  Fur- 
naces, and  several  other  prominent  business  men, 
obtained  control  of  the  extensive  pipe  works  at 
Reading,  Pa.,  and  he  was  elected  president  of  the 
company  then  organized,  and  is  still  its  official  head. 
Under  his  direction  the  establishment  was  reorganized 
and  its  operations  systematized  and  perfected  until 
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what  had  previously  been  a  losing  business  soon  be- 
came a  paying  one.  These  works  employ  three  hun- 
dred to  four  hundred  men.  Pipe  are  made  of  all 
sizes  from  three  to  forty-eight  inches  diameter.  They 
furnished  New  York  city  alone  season  before  last  over 
five  miles  of  the  forty-eight  inch  size,  costing  over  a 
quarter  of  a  million  dollars. 

To  the  casual  observer  it  is  difficult  to  understand 
how  it  is  possible  to  direct  and  successfully  manage 
these  several  great  industrial  establishments  besides 
the  bank  and  his  own  private  affairs.  He  is  greatly 
aided  in  this  by  full,  accurate  weekly  and  monthly 
reports,  giving  him  a  comprehensive  knowledge  of 
what  is  done  in  every  department,  and  how  it  is  done. 
From  these  he  can  see  what  needs  his  personal  atten- 
tion. 

In  1860  he  was  married  to  Miss  Anna  C.  Unger, 
eldest  daughter  of  the  late  L.  P.  Unger,  artist,  of 
Allentown,  whose  occupation,  however,  was  chiefly 
that  of  a  portrait  painter  in  the  South. 

Other  Banking  Institutions. — About  the  time  the 
Dime  Savings-Bank  was  started,  C.  M.  Runk  and 
Henry  J.  Saeger  formed  a  partnership  under  which 
they  carried  on  a  banking  business  for  several  years. 

The  Macungie  Savings-Bank  was  established  in 
1867,  did  a  large  business  for  a  number  of  years,  but 
made  an  assignment  in  1878.  Its  president  was 
David  Schall.  William  C.  Lichtenwallner  was  the 
first  cashier,  and  was  succeeded  by  John  F.  Weida. 

The  Girard  Savings-Bank,  of  which  Phaon  Al- 
bright was  the  president,  and  H.  K.  and  F.  K.  Hart- 
zell,  successively,  the  cashiers,  was  organized  in  1868, 
and  went  into  voluntary  liquidation  in  1877. 

The  Franklin  Savings-Bank  was  in  existence  ten 
years  from  1868,  making  an  assignment  in  1878.  Its 
president  was  B.  H.  Miller,  and  cashier,  J.  E.  Zim- 
merman. 

The  Empire  Life  Insurance  and  Trust  Company,  of 
which  A.  G.  Reninger  was  president  and  Morgan  F. 
Medlar  cashier,  began  business  in  1869  and  closed  in 
1878. 

T.  H.  Good  and  Edward  Rube,  in  partnership,  car- 
ried on  a  banking  business  during  the  period  that  the 
houses  already  mentioned  were  flourishing. 

The  Erin  Savings-Bank,  of  which  William  L.  Yohn 
was  the  proprietor,  was  established  in  1870,  and  went 
into  voluntary  liquidation  about  five  years  later. 

Manufacturing— First  Engine  in  LeMgh  County 
—The  Iron  Interest.— In  connection  with  the  his- 
tory of  industrial  enterprises  in  Allentown  we  note 
the  interesting  fact  t^at  the  first  engine  in  the  town 
or  county  was  introduced  in  the  year  1837  by  Joseph 
K.  Saeger.  He  came  here  from  North  Whitehall  to 
establish  a  foundry  and  machine-shop,  and  carried  on 
such  an  establishment  successfully  for  about  twelve 
years,  when  he  retired  from  the  business,  though  he 
continued  to  reside  in  Allentown  until  his  death,  in 
1855.  His  son,  Eli  J.  Saeger,  now  one  of  the  fore- 
most citizens  of  Allentown,  took  an  active  part  in 


setting  up  the  engine,  and  has  ever  retained  an  interest 
in  the  little  piece  of  machinery.  This  engine  was 
built  by  Rush  &  Muhlenberg,  of  Philadelphia.  It  is 
still  in  existence,  and  having  served  well  for  a  number 
of  years  the  purpose  for  which  it  was  designed,  was 
finally  relegated  to  what  may  be  called  a  subordinate 
position  among  the  ponderous  modern  engines  and 
other  machinery  of  the  Thomas  Iron  Company  of 
Hokendauqua.  This  pioneer  memento  of  manufac- 
turing enterprise  is,  however,  not  to  be  lost,  for  its 
present  owners  have  signified  their  intention  of 
mounting  it  upon  a  pedestal  and  thus  making  it  a 
unique  monument  which  shall  perpetuate  the  inaugu- 
ration of  the  more  advanced  mechanical  industries  in 
Lehigh  County.  The  little  engine  looks  quite  quaint, 
particularly  because,  though  very  small,  it  is  a  beam 
engine.  The  introduction  of  this  engine  has  no  close 
connection  with  the  establishment  of  the  extensive 
iron-works  of  which  we  shall  speak  first  among  the 
manufacturing  interests  of  the  city,  but  we  have  in- 
troduced it  as  an  interesting  isolated  fact,  and  for  the 
purpose  of  calling  attention  to  the  great  contrast  pre- 
sented by  the  conditions  of  the  town  and  county  in 
1837  and  in  1884. 


FIRST   ENGINE  IN  LEHIGH  COUNTY. 

The  people  of  Allentown  were  quite  early  astir  to 
secure  the  benefits  of  iron  manufacture  in  their  midst. 
A  meeting  of  citizens  was  held  at  the  hotel  of  George 
Wetherhold  on  Jan.  23,  1845,  "  for  the  purpose  of 
adopting  measures  for  forming  a  company  to  erect  an 
anthracite  furnace  for  the  manufacture  of  iron  at  or 
near  Allentown."  J .  W.  Hornbeok  was  elected  pres- 
ident, and  S.  A.  Bridges  secretary.  A  committee  of 
five  persons  was  appointed  to  draft  resolutions  ex- 
pressive of  the  sense  of  the  meeting.  One  of  these 
resolutions  stated  that  it  was  "  considered  of  vast  im- 
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portance  to  this  community  that  an  anthracite  fur- 
nace for  the  manufacture  of  iron  should  be  estab- 
lished among  us,"  and  it  was  therefore  resolved  that 
a  committee  of  five  should  be  appointed  to  solicit 
subscriptions  of  stock  under  the  general  provisions  of 
the  law  of  1830.  This  committee  was  duly  appointed, 
and  consisted  of  William  H.  Blumer,  William  Sae- 
ger,  William  Edelman,  George  Probst,  and  George 
Keck.  It  was  expressed  as  the  opinion  of  the  men 
who  drew  up  the  resolutions  that  a  capital  of  forty 
thousand  dollars  would  be  sufficient  to  carry  out  the 
project.  Nothing  whatever  resulted  from  this  move- 
ment, but  it  would  doubtless  have  borne  fruit  had  not 
the  object  aimed  at  been  reached  very  speedily  by  the 
enterprise  of  others.  The  latter  action  was  that 
which  brought  into  existence  the  Allentown  Iron- 
Works,  one  of  the  most  prominent  and  successful  es- 
tablishments of  tile  valley.  Samuel  Lewis,  after- 
wards the  superintendent  of  the  works,  a  native  of 
Chester  County  (born  in  1805),  was  indirectly,  but 
none  the  less  surely,  the  means  of  bringing  into  op- 
eration at  Allentown  this  industry.  He  had  been 
reared  in  the  iron  trade  by  his  father,  had  worked 
under  that  celebrated  ironmaster,  James  Colemans,  at 
Elizabeth  Furnace,  in  Lebanon  County,  and  also  at 
the  Lehigh  by  the  Blue  Mountains,  and  later  became 
engaged  in  the  coal  trade  at  Broad  Mountain,  back  of 
Port  Carbon,  above  Pottsville.  He  had  thus  become 
not  only  familiar  with  iron  manufacture,  but  obtained 
a  wide  knowledge  of  the  mineral  region  of  Eastern 
Pennsylvania.  In  1845  he  was  employed  by  Bevan  & 
Humphries,  a  prominent  and  wealthy  shipping  firm  of 
Philadelphia,  who  were  on  the  alert  for  investments, 
to  make  an  examination  of  the  Lehigh  Valley  with  es- 
pecial reference  to  the  location  of  an  anthracite  fur- 
nace, for  the  making  of  iron  with  anthracite  had  by 
this  time  been  demonstrated  as  entirely  safe  and  suc- 
cessful by  the  five  years'  operation  of  the  Crane 
works  at  Catasauqua.  In  the  winter  of  1846-46  he 
reported  to  Messrs.  Bevan  &  Humphries  in  favor  of 
Allentown  as  a  location  for  the  proposed  furnaces,  his 
decision  being  induced  by  the  close  proximity  of  ore- 
beds  and  the  transportation  facilities  offered  by  the 
canal.  He  had  not  long  left  the  capitalists'  office 
when  he  chanced  to  meet  Benjamin  Parry,  a  noted 
foundryman,  and  Messrs.  Haywood  &  Snyder,  no  less 
noted  as  engine-builders.  He  told  them  of  the  project 
under  discussion,  advising  them  to  go  to  Messrs. 
Bevan  &  Humphries.  They  were  not  slow  to  act 
upon  this  advice,  and  before  their  conference  had 
ended  Mr.  Parry  had  promised  his  assistance  in  build- 
ing the  furnaces,  and  Messrs.  Haywood  &  Snyder  had 
received  a  heavy  contract  for  building  engines  and 
making  other  machinery,  with  a  check  for  five  thou- 
sand dollars  to  bind  the  bargain.  Such  was  the 
method  of  the  firm  when  they  once  decided  on  a 
course  of  action.  Bevan  &  Humphries  bought  on  the 
1st  of  April,  1846,  seventy-two  acres  of  land  from 
Adam  Sterner,  paying  therefor  one  hundred  dollars  an 


acre.  The  title-papers  were  received  on  the  9th  of 
April,  and  on  election  day  in  October  the  company 
produced  its  first  pig-iron.  This  was  very  quick  work. 
The  furnace,  to  be  sure,  was  small  as  compared  with 
those  now  in  use.  It  was  thirty-five  feet  in  height, 
and  had  twelve  feet  bosh  or  diameter.  Furnace  No.  2, 
built  the  following  year,  was  of  the  same  size.  To- 
gether they  had  a  capacity  of  about  two  hundred  and 
fifty  tons  of  iron  per  week.  In  1851  the  works  were 
sold  to  a  corporation,  chartered,  with  two  hundred 
thousand  dollars  capital,  as  the  Allentown  Iron  Com- 
pany, and  composed  of  David  E.  Wilson,  Henry 
King,  Esq.,  Christian  Pretz,  and  Samuel  Lewis,  of 
Allentown,  and  Joseph  Cabot,  Nalbro  Frazier,  Ben- 
jamin W.  Frazier,  and  Charles  Cabot,  of  Philadel- 
phia. Of  this  company  Joseph  Cabot,  who  had  been 
associated  with  Bevan  &  Humphries,  was  elected 
president,  and  held  that  office  until  his  death,  in 
1878,  when  John  Lawler  Welsh  succeeded  him.  He 
in  turn  was  succeeded,  in  1881,  by  Mr.  Fred.  Prime, 
Sr.,  the  present  incumbent.  After  the  change  in  the 
company,  Nos.  3  and  4  Furnaces  were  built  in  1853 
and  1854,  and  No.  5  Furnace  in  1872,  and  Nos.  1  and 
2  enlarged,  so  that  the  present  capacity  of  the  fur- 
naces is  about  fifty  thousand  gross  tons  pig-iron  per 
annum.  Nos.  3  and  4  were  each  fifty-five  feet  in 
height,  with  sixteen  feet  bosh,  and  No.  5  was  sixty- 
five  feet  in  height,  with  seventeen  feet  bosh.  Samuel 
Lewis,  of  Allentown,  was  the  superintendent  of  the 
works  from  the  start  until  1878,  and  to  him  was  very 
largely  due  their  wonderful  success,  for  few  furnaces 
in  the  country  have  yielded  greater  returns  than  have 
these.  His  successor  was  Stephen  B.  Neumoyer,  the 
present  superintendent.  The  ores  used  by  the  com- 
pany since  its  inception  were  obtained,  the  hematites 
from  Berks  and  Lehigh  Counties,  and  the  magnetic 
from  New  Jersey  principally,  and  the  iron  made  from 
them  has  always  had  a  high  reputation.  The  works 
when  running  at  full  capacity  have  employed  a  very 
large  number  of  men,  and  have  been  a  potent  factor 
in  Allentown's  prosperity. 

The  Allentown  Rolling-Mill,  second  iu  age  and 
first  in  importance  among  the  iron-works  of  the  city, 
dates,  as  an  organized  industry,  from  1860,  but  it  has 
absorbed  an  establishment  five  years  older,  as  well  as 
two  others  started  soon  after  its  own  origin.  To  begin 
with  the  institution  antedating  the  rolling-mill  we 
will  say  that,  in  1855,  Samuel  A.  Bridges,  Nathan 
German,  and  James  W.  Wilson  bought  from  Henry 
Nonnemacher  eighty-five  acres  of  land  in  what  is 
now  the  Sixth  Ward,  with  a  view  of  establishing  a 
foundry  and  laying  out  a  plat  of  lots  as  an  addition 
to  Allentown.  Both  projects  may  be  described  as 
successful.  The  company  laid  out  streets  and  sold  off 
one  hundred  thousand  dollars  worth  of  lots,  and  still 
have  some  left.  Their  foundry  was  carried  on  suc- 
cessfully for  a  number  of  years,  and  finally,  Mr.  Ger- 
man having  retired  and  Messrs.  Thayer  and  Erdman 
becoming  partners,  sold,  in  1878,  to  the  Allentown 
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RoUing-Mill  Company  for  one  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars. This  company,  as  we  have  said,  was  organized  in 
1860.  Benjamin  Haywood,  ofPottsville,  was  one  of  the 
leading  spirits  in  the  enterprise,  and  Christian  Pretz, 
Samuel  A.  Bridges,  John  D.  Stiles,  and  others,  of 
Allentown,  were  heavy  stockholders.  The  Lehigh 
Eolling-Mill  had  been  started  in  1861  by  Samuel 
Lewis.  Merchant  bar-iron  was  the  original  product 
of  this  mill,  but  a  year  after  it  was  established  the 
manufacture  of  railroad-spikes  and  boiler-rivets — 
the  latter  made  by  the  Butterworth  solid  die  process 
— was  added.  Joseph  B.  Lewis  was  superintendent 
of  the  mill  from  the  start  until  July,  1866,  and  after 
that  time  it  was  carried  on  under  Francis  S.  Kent 
and  Thomas  C.  Brainerd,  managers.  It  became,  in 
1864,  the  property  of  an  incorporated  company,  con- 
sisting of  Samuel  Lewis,  president;  Charles  Cabot, 
John  Cabot,  Edward  W.  Etting,  Joseph  Cabot,  Frank 
S.  Kent,  and  Thomas  C.  Brainerd.  Through  the  mis- 
appropriation of  funds  by  a  member  of  the  New  York 
and  Philadelphia  firms  through  whom  the  product  of 
the  Lehigh  mills  was  put  in  the  market,  the  company 
failed  and  the  works  were  sold  at  sheriff's  sale,  being 
bidden  in  by  Henry  Schnurman,  who  leased  them  for 
one  year  to  Reuben  S.  Shimer  and  Thomas  J.  Saeger. 
These  gentlemen  carried  them  on  for  a  time,  and  they 
then  passed  into  the  hands  of  a  receiver,  by  whom 
they  were  transferred  to  the  Allentown  RoUing-Mill 
Company  in  1868.  The  property  is  still  called  by 
this  company  the  Lehigh  Mill.  The  Roberts  Iron 
Company  was  organized  in  1862,  the  principal  stock- 
holders being  George  B.  Roberts,  Algernon  Roberts, 
and  Edward  Roberts,  Sr.,  of  Philadelphia ;  A.  Par- 
dee and  George  B.  Markle,  of  Hazleton  ;  William 
Lilley,  of  Mauch  Chunk ;  Eli  J.  Saeger  and  Samuel 
McHose,  of  Allentown.  This  company  built  two 
blast-furnaces  and  operated  them  until  1871,  when 
they  were  merged  with  the  property  of  the  Allentown 
Rolling-Mill  Company.  This  organization  carried 
on  business  until  1882,  when  a  charter  was  obtained 
for  the  Allentown  RoUing-Mills,  under  which  the 
present  corporation  succeeded  to  the  property  and 
business  of  the  Allentown  Eolling-Mill  Company. 
The  products  of  the  works  are  pig-metal,  iron  rails, 
merchant  bar-iron,  rolled  shafting  and  car-axles, 
rolled  beams  and  angles,  railroad  chairs  and  fish- 
plates, bolts,  nuts,  rivets,  locomotive  turn-tables, 
steam-engines  and  shafting,  mill-gearing,  blast-fur- 
nace and  rolling-mill  castings,  mining-pumps,  etc. 
When  in  full  operation  the  works  give  employment 
to  twelve  hundred  men  and  produce  about  twenty-five 
thousand  tons  of  pig-metal  and  thirty  thousand  tons 
of  rails,  merchant  iron,  and  other  finished  irons  per 
annum.  The  officers  of  the  corporation  are:  Presi- 
dent, A.  Pardee,  Jr.;  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  H. 
W.  Allison ;  General  Superintendent,  C.  H.  Nimson. 
The  Lehigh  Iron  Company  was  organized  in  the 
latter  part  of  1867.  The  works  comprise  two  anthra- 
cite blast-furnaces.    The  furnace  known  as  No.  1  was 


built  in  1868,  and  that  as  No.  2  in  1872.     No.  1  is  six- 
teen by  fifty-five  feet,  and  No.  2  seventeen  by  sixty 
feet.     The  motive  power  for  running  the  works  con- 
sists of  two  large  condensing  engines,  both  built  by  I. 
P.  Morris  &  Co.,  of  Philadelphia,  and  possessing  a 
capacity  of  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  horse-power 
each.     The  blast  is  heated  by  two  large  modern-built 
hot  blasts  or  ovens  to  a  temperature  of  eight  hundred 
to  nine  hundred  degrees  Fahrenheit,  the  pressure  of 
the  blast  required  varying  from  seven  to  nine  pounds 
to  the  square  inch.     The  enterprise  was  projected  by 
Hon.  William  H.  Ainey,  president  of  the  Second  Na- 
tional Bank  of  Allentown,  and  the  business  and  finan- 
cial management  of  the  concern  has  been  under  his 
control  and  direction  from  its   organization   to  the 
present  time.     After  Mr.  Ainey,  Mr.  E.  J.  Hart,  a 
wealthy  merchant  of  New  Orleans  and  a  former  resi- 
dent of  Allentown,  holds  the  next  largest  interest. 
The  balance  of   the   stock   is  held  almost  entirely 
in  Lehigh    County.     This  is  not  the  case  with  the 
other  important  industrial  establishments  in  Lehigh 
County,   they  being  generally   owned   by  non-resi- 
dents.    The  first  directors  of  the  Lehigh  Iron  Com- 
pany were  William   H.  Ainey,  Asa   Balliet,  Aaron 
Balliet,  Thomas  Barber,  and  Hiram  Balliet,  three  of 
whom  are  now  dead,  viz. .  Asa  Balliet,  Thomas  Bar- 
ber, and  Hiram  Balliet.    The  present  board  consists 
of  William  H.  Ainey,  Aaron  Balliet,  Martin  Kem- 
merer,  Benjamin  J.  Hagenbuch,  and  Milton  Appel. 
The  first-named  gentleman  is  president  and  treasurer 
of  the  company.    Harrison  Bortz  is  the  practical  man- 
ager of  the  immediate  operations  at  the  furnaces  and 
mines.     The  product  of  these  furnaces  amounts  an- 
nually from  twenty-two  thousand  to  twenty-five  thou- 
sand gross  tons  of  pig  metal,  mostly  No.  1  x,  and  No. 
2  X,  which  is  sold  to  the  foundries,  being  in  especial 
demand  by  the  hardware  and  stove  manufacturers  of 
the  Eastern  and  Middle  States.     The  company  own 
and  operate  a  large  number  of  hematite  ore  mines  in 
Lehigh  County,  which  give  employment  to  between 
two   hundred   and   three  hundred   men   in  mining, 
weighing,  hauling,  and  shipping  the  same  by  railroad 
to  the   furnaces.     The  company  also   has  upon  its 
premises,  within  a  stone's  throw  of  its  furnaces,  large 
deposits  or  beds  of  magnesian  limestone/    These  are 
used  in  the  furnaces  for  fluxing  the  ores.     The  quar- 
ries are  very  extensive,  and  when  in  full  operation 
from  one  hundred  to  one  hundred  and  fifty  tons  are 
daily  taken  out,  broken,  and  delivered  in  the  stock- 
houses  for  daily  consumption.     This  furnishes  em- 
ployment to  upwards  of  fifty  men.    There  are  also 
upwards  of  one  hundred  men  employed  at  the  fur- 
naces in  handling  the  stock,  filling  the  material,  and 
as  keepers,  helpers,  cindermen,  engineers,  carpenters, 
blacksmiths,  repairmen,  etc.     The  works  are  located 
at  Aineyville,  on  the  west  bank  of  the  river  Lehigh, 
about  one-quarter  of  a  mile  beyond  the  southeast 
boundary  of  the   city  of  Allentown,  and   near  the 
junction  of  the  Lehigh  Valley  and  East  Penn  Rail- 
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roads.  This  location  furnishes  excellent  railroad  fa- 
cilities for  receiving  material  and  shipping  the  prod- 
uct, its  own  railroad  tracks  making  direct  connec- 
tion with  both  these  roads.  It  is  also  connected  with 
the  Lehigh  Canal  by  an  iron  railroad  bridge  over  the 
Lehigh  Eiver,  by  which  the  Lehigh  and  Schuylkill 
Railroad  can  also  be  reached  for  shipping  purposes 
when  necessary.  In  addition  to  the  hematite,  large 
quantities  of  magnetic  ores  are  daily  used.  These  are 
received  from  New  Jersey,  New  York,  and  Pennsyl- 
vania. It  requires  upwards  of  one  hundred  tons  of 
coal  daily  to  run  the  two  furnaces.  The  monthly  re- 
ceipts and  expenditures  together  aggregate,  when  in 
full  operation,  from  $75,000  to  $100,000,  and  annually 
from  $900,000  to  $1,200,000,  according  to  market  price 
of  product  and  cost  of  materials,  which  varies  mate- 
rially from  year  to  year.  The  company  has  upwards 
of  fifty  acres  of  land  immediately  about  the  works, 
and  a  number  of  houses  which  are  occupied  by  its 
workmen.  Though  the  manufacture  of  pig-iron  has 
been  generally  unprofitable  in  the  Lehigh  Valley  for 
the  past  ten  years,  the  Lehigh  Iron  Company  has 
been  one  of  the  very  few  which  has  earned  and  de- 
clared dividends  to  its  stockholders. 

Harrison  Bortz,  for  a  long  term  manager  and  secre- 
tary of  the  works,  is  the  descendant  of  a  German 
family  who  were  among  the  earliest  settlers  in  Berks 
County,  Pa.,  his  grandfather  having  been  a  native  of 
Rockland  township,  and  later  a  resident  of  Long 
Swamp  township  in  the  same  county,  where  he  was 
first  a  miller,  and  subsequently  a  farmer  until  the 
event  of  his  death.  He  married  Miss  Mary  Hoffman, 
and  had  children, — Gideon,  Owen,  Jonas,  William, 
Nathan,  Benneville,  Edwin,  and  two  daughters, 
Fianna  and  Caroline.  Owen  was  born  in  Rockland 
township,  Berks  Co.,  and  remained  at  home  until  he 
had  learned  the  trade  of  a  miller,  when  he  removed 
to  Lehigh  County,  and  for  seven  years  conducted  a 
mill.  He  later  became  a  farmer,  and  is  now  engaged 
in  the  coal  business  at  Allentown.  He  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Hannah  Wenner,  of  South  White- 
hall township,  Lehigh  Co.,  whose  children  are  Har- 
rison, Lewis  F.,  William  (deceased),  and  Mary  (Mrs. 
Emerson  Schock).  Harrison  Bortz  was  born  Nov.  15, 
1844,  in  So»th  Whitehall,  now  Whitehall  township. 
In  early  youth  he  removed  to  Macungie,  and  varied 
the  time  between  farm  labor  and  attendance  at  the 
school  of  the  neighborhood.  At  the  age  of  fifteen  he 
became  a  pupil  of  the  classical  school  at  Quakertown, 
and  later  of  the  Excelsior  Normal  School  at  Carvers- 
ville,  Pa.  He  then  engaged  for  a  period  in  teaching, 
and  subsequently  entered  Muhlenberg  College.  He 
meanwhile  joined  a  corps  of  engineers,  and  for  a  year 
practiced  surveying,  after  which,  in  1869,  lie  entered 
the  employ  of  the  Lehigh  Iron  Company  as  outside 
superintendent.  From  this  position  he  was  succes- 
sively promoted  until  he  became  manager  and  secre- 
tary of  the  works,  halving  proved  by  years  of  service 
his  thorough  knowledge  of  the  ironmaster's  craft,  and 


his  efficiency  as  an  executive  officer.  Mr.  Bortz  was 
married  Aug.  24,  1867,  to  Miss  Emma  H.,  daughter 
of  George  H.  and  Rebecca  Sanders,  of  South  White- 
hall township.  Their  children  are  Cassius  U.,  Ida  L., 
Oliver  F.,  and  Harrison  O.  G.  Mr.  Bortz,  while  not 
an  active  politician,  evinces  a  keen  interest  in  the 
success  of  the  Republican  party  ;  has  been  five  times 
a  delegate  to  State  Conventions,  and  was,  in  1880, 
delegate  to  the  National  Convention.  He  has  been 
for  four  years  chairman  of  the  County  Executive 
Committee,  and  for  twelve  years  school  director  in  a 
district  largely  Democratic.  He  is  a  director  of  the 
Coopersburg  Turnpike  Company  and  the  Emaus 
Home  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company.  Mr.  Bortz 
is  a  member  of  the  Lutheran  Church  of  Salisbury, 
in  which  he  has  been  an  officer.  He  is  identified 
with  the  Masonic  fraternity,  as  member  of  Greenleaf 
Lodge,  and  is  also  a  member  of  the  Allen  Lodge  of 
Independent  Order  of  Odd-Fellows,  and  Greenleaf 
Lodge  of  Knights  of  Pythias. 

A  number  of  minor  manufactories  of  iron — some  of 
them  small  only  by  contrast  with  the  great  mills 
and  furnaces — are  carried  on,  and  collectively  form 
an  important  industry. 

The  oldest  of  these  houses,  dating  back  to  1837,  is 
that  of  Barber,  Keiser  &  Co.  It  was  started  by  Jo- 
seph K.  Saeger,  in  the  year  mentioned,  and  it  was  in 
this  foundry  that  he  set  up  the  first  steam-engine 
used  in  Lehigh  County,  mentioned  at  the  beginning 
of  this  chapter.  Mr.  Saeger  carried  on  the  foundiy 
for  a,bout  a  dozen  years.  In  1853,  Thomas  Barber, 
the  father  of  one  of  the  present  firm,  became  the  prin- 
cipal owner  and  manager,  and  while  the  style  of  the 
firm  has  been  changed  several  times,  the  name  of 
Barber  has  always  appeared  in  it,  and  some  one  of 
that  family  has  always  been  prominent  in  its  control. 
Until  1873  the  business  of  the  firm  was  purely  local, 
although  quite  extensive.  They  were  engaged  in 
building  blast-furnaces,  rolling-mills,  and  machinery 
for  iron  mines  principally,  but  Mr.  Thomas  Barber 
and  Edward  Sherer,  partners  in  the  business  for 
many  years,  were  millwrights,  and  most  of  the  mills 
in  this  section  of  country  were  furnished  with  their 
gearing  and  iron  work  from  these  shops.  During  the 
panic  of  1873  and  the  succeeding  years,  the  iron 
business  was  so  terribly  depressed  in  this  section  that 
they  began  to  seek  for  a  wider  market,  and  during 
the  past  nine  years  succeeded  in  building  up  a  trade 
throughout  the  United  States  and  Canada.  The  prin- 
cipal products  of  the  works  are  turbine  water-wheels, 
bark-mills,  engines,  boilers,  mill-gearing,  and  all  other 
work  common  to  such  extensive  machine-shops".  The 
firm,  consisting  of  W.  H.  Barber  and  Bernard  Keyser, 
with  silent  partner,  employs  about  eighty  men. 

Thomas  Barber,  the  son  of  William  Barber,  was 
born  in  Bath,  Northampton  Co.,  in  the  year  1811. 
His  trade  was  that  of  a  millwright,  at  which  he 
achieved  great  distinction  in  his  early  days,  and  was 
known  far  and  wide  as  a  skilled  artisan.    His  services 
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were  constantly  in  demand,  and  many  of  the  mills 
in  the  eastern  section  of  the  State  were  erected  under 
his  immediate  supervision.  As  early  as  1844  he  pro- 
ceeded to  Oomo,  111.,  and  built  one  of  the  most  exten- 
sive mills  then  in  existence  in  that  part  of  Illinois. 
He  left  Como  for  Dayton,  a  small  town  in  another 
part  of  the  State,  and  engaged  in  the  milling  business 
until  the  death  of  his  first  wife.  Subsequently  he  re- 
moved to  Allentown,  and  was  prevented  from  going 
to  Australia  by  his  bi-other  Stephen,  who  induced 
him  to  take  an  interest  in  the  foundry  and  machine- 
shop  then  owned  by  George  Probst  and  others.  He 
continued  in  this  business  until  his  death,  having 
made  his  son,  William  H.  Barber,  a  partner  iu  the 
business,  the  firm  being  known  as  Barber  &  Son.  Mr. 
Barber  was  also  extensively  known  as  an  iron  man, 
having  been  one  of  the  originators  of  the  Roberts, 
Lehigh,  and  Topton  Furnaces,  though  at  the  time  of 
his  decease  he  was  interested  in  the  Lehigh  only. 

Mr.  Barber  was  married  on  the  19th  of  June,  1834, 
to  Mary  Ann,  daughter  of  John  Eomig,  Sr.,  of  Allen- 
town,  and  sister  of  Dr.  John  and  the  late  William  J. 
Eomig.  Their  children  were  William  H.  and  Joseph 
(of  Allentown),  Hannah  (Mrs.  Harry  J.  Smith,  of 
New  Haven,  Conn.),  and  Mattie  (of  Genesee,  111.). 
Mrs.  Barber  died  Oct.  23;  1852,  and  he  was  a  second 
time  married,  on  the  2d  of  February,  1854,  to  Mrs. 
Mary  Eckert,  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Mary  Stein,  of 
Allentown,  who  survives  him.  The  death  of  Mr. 
Barber  occurred  on  the  6th  of  August,  1879. 

William  Harrison  Barber  was  born  in  North  White- 
hall township  July  29, 1843,  his  parents  being  Thomas 
and  Mary  Eomig  Barber.  His  father  was  a  mill- 
wright by  profession,  of  more  than  local  reputation 
as  a  craftsman  of  superior  talent.  In  1844  he  moved 
to  Illinois,  called  there  to  fill  a  contract  for  building 
a  large  mill  for  parties  in  Philadelphia,  on  which  trip 
his  son  accompanied  him.  There  the  lad  remained 
until  ten  years  of  age,  when  he  returned  to  Allen- 
town, and  enjoyed  the  advantage  of  superior  instruc- 
tion. Before  returning  from  the  West  he  had  been 
deprived  by  death  of  the  counsel  and  affection  of  a 
mother,  a  loss  which  he  deeply  realized.  After  leaving 
school  he  again  returned  to  Illinois,  almost  a  child  in 
years.  This  was  an  undertaking  of  no  small  daring, 
manifesting  a  spirit  of  enterprise  and  determination 
rare  in  one  of  such  tender  years.  Soon  after  the  spirit 
of  adventure,  deeply  rooted  in  his  nature,  tempted 
him  to  seek  something  more  exciting  in  life,  and 
hearing  glowing  descriptions  of  hidden  fortunes  in 
the  neighborhood  of  Pike's  Peak,  he  started  for  that 
new-found  Eldorado,  in  company  with  several  other 
young  spirits.  He  was  then  fourteen  years  of  age,  a 
tender  age,  indeed,  in  which  to  venture  so  far  into 
almost  unexplored  regions  without  guide  or  counsel. 
He  reached  the  limits  of  Nebraska  Territory,  when 
some  disagreement  among  himself  and  companions 
took  place,  and  he  left  them.  Companionless  and 
almost  moneyless,  he  engaged  to  labor  on  a  farm  or 


ranche  in  that  isolated  district,  where  he  remained 
for  about  two  months,  when,  tiring  of  the  dull  monot- 
ony of  such  a  practical  life,  he  managed  by  various 
expedients  to  get  back  to  Illinois,  making  Genesee 
his  headquarters.  His  family  and  friends,  fearing  the 
consequences  of  this  roving  disposition,  persuaded 
him  to  return  to  Pennsylvania.  He  at  once  agreed, 
and  started  for  the  old  Keystone  State,  at  least  in  ap- 
pearance, but  with  the  mental  reservation  in  the 
promise  to  do  as  he  pleased.  He,  however,  came  to 
Allentown,  having  grown  so  much  in  his  absence  as 
to  pass  beyond  the  recognition  of  his  friends.  After 
a  brief  interval  in  the  foundry  owned  by  his  father 
he  engaged  in  teaching  at  Slatington,  and  continued 
thus  employed  until  1860,  when  an  effort  was  made  to 
enlist  in  the  United  States  marine  service.  His  youth 
proving  an  obstacle  to  a  naval  career,  he  repaired  to 
Camden,  N.  J.,  and  secured  employment  in  a  ma- 
chine-shop, where,  young  and  inexperienced  as  he 
was,  he'commanded  full  wages  as  a  journeyman. 

After  another  fruitless  effort  to  enter  the  United 
States  service  during  the  late  war,  he  removed  to  Allen- 
town, and  was  elected  teacher  of  the  public  schools  in 
th  e  Sixth  Ward .  He  taught  for  eight  months,  studying 
himself  in  the  mean  time.  He  then  entered  the  office 
of  the  late  E.  J.  Moore,  Esq.,  counselor,  as  a  student, 
and  read  law  while  teaching.  In  1862,  still  full  of 
the  fire  of  patriotism  and  adventure,  he  enlisted, 
though  under  eighteen  years  of  age.  He  passed  muster 
at  Camp  Curtin,  and  was  detailed  as  clerk  of  recruiting 
service  of  Pennsylvania,  under  Maj.  Dodge.  He  then 
went  with  a  squad  of  recruits  for  the  Forty-seventh 
Eegiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  to  South  Carolina, 
commanded  by  Col.  T.  H.  Good.  There  he  was  de- 
tailed as  clerk  of  military  commissions  for  that  State. 
Having  entered  the  regiment  enlisted  in  originally, 
he  was  sent  with  it  to  garrison  Fort  Taylor,  Key  West, 
and  the  Dry  Tortugas.  He  was  afterwards  detailed  as 
senior  clerk  of  the  commissary  and  quartermaster  de- 
partment. This  was  an  important  and  responsible 
position,  as  more  than  a  million  and  a  half  dollars 
were  there  invested  in  military  stores.  He  remained 
about  fifteen  months,  when  the  regiments  were  bri- 
gaded, and  he  was  ordered  to  accompany  Gen.  Banks 
on  his  Eed  Eiver  expedition,  as  a  member  of  Gen. 
McMillen's  staff.  He  took  part  in  the  battles  of  Sa- 
bine Cross  Eoads,  Pleasant  Hill,  and  the  various  skir- 
mishes on  the  route.  At  the  close  of  this  campaign 
the  regiment  was  brought  North  and  placed  in  Sheri- 
dan's army.  He  was  under  fire  at  Cedar  Creek,  and 
one  of  the  eager  watchers  of  Sheridan's  famous  ride. 
He  remained  brigadier's  clerk  until  the  close  of  the 
war,  and  was  honorably  discharged,  after  serving  for 
two  years  and  eleven  months. 

Mr.  Barber  then  returned  to  Allentown,  and  applied 
to  his  father  for  employment  in  the  shop.  At  this 
time  the  factory  numbered  but  sixteen  men  on  its 
labor  roll,  and  its  business  was  entirely  local.  His 
father,  then  at  the  head  of  it,  was  largely  interested 
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in  blast-furnaces,  and  tired  of  the  management  of  the 
shop.  Harry  at  once  conceived  the  idea  of  enlarging 
the  works  and  extending  the  business.  This  was  ef- 
fected, and  orders  multiplied,  until  it  required  eighty- 
five  to  ninety  men  to  do  the  work.  During  the  panic 
Mr.  Barber  found  it  necessary  to  find  additional  fields 
for  their  products.  He  became  acquainted  with  A.  N. 
Wolf,  Esq.,  the  inventor  of  the  turbine  water-wheel, 
still  made  by  the  firm.  Considering  the  invention  a 
good  one,  he  secured  the  right  to  manufacture  them 
on  royalty,  advertised  extensively  with  mill  machinery, 
etc.,  and  succeeded  in  building  up  an  excellent  trade. 
By  this  time  he  owned  one-fourth  of  the  establishment. 
In  1879,  his  father  having  died,  he  purchased  the 
works  from  the  heirs,  with  the  patent-rights  of  the 
turbine-wheels  from  Mr.  Wolf,  and  became  sole  pro- 
prietor. He  also  invented  a  bark-mill,  and  with  these 
two  specialties  renewed  and  redoubled  his  efibrts,  and 
built  up  a  trade  which  now  extends  to  every  State  in 
the  Union,  as  well  as  Nova  Scotia,  British  Columbia, 
Brazil,  England,  and  Germany. 

Mr.  Barber  was  at  all  times  identified  with  the  Ee- 
publican  party,  though  latterly  he  took  a  less  active 
part  in  politics.  He  was  heartily  interested  in  all 
that  pertained  to  the  improvement  and  prosperity  of 
Allentown,  few  men  of  his  age  having  contributed 
more  to  the  city's  welfare. 

He  was  married  Dec.  28, 1868,  to  Anne  L.,  daughter 
of  Archibald  and  Amanda  Wilson,  of  Baltimore,  Md. 
Their  children  are  Thomas  Wilson,  George  Eomig, 
Laura  Amanda  (deceased),  Anna,  Louisa,  Robert 
Archibald,  and  William  Harrison,  Jr.  The  death 
of  Mr.  Barber  occurred  July  18,  1883,  in  his  fortieth 
year. 

Joseph  Barber  is  the  son  of  Thomas  and  Mary  Ann 
Eomig  Barber,  and  was  bom  in  Allentown  June  11, 
1838.  In  1845  he  removed  with  his  father  to  Illi- 
nois, where  ten  years  were  spent,— five  in  Whiteside 
County  and  five  in  Henry  County.  During  the  latter 
period  he  was  employed  on  the  farm  and  in  the  mill 
owned  by  his  parent.  Returning  to  Allentown,  in 
1855,  he  entered  his  father's  shop  as  apprentice  to  the 
trade  of  a  machinist,  but  was  influenced  by  circum- 
stances at  the  expiration  of  a  year  to  abandon  his 
trade  and  begin  a  career  of  independence.  He  sought 
service  for  a  while  on  the  Lehigh  Canal,  and  later  on 
board  a  schooner  plying  between  New  York  and 
Providence.  He  returned  again  to  Allentown  in  1858, 
and  later  finished  his  trade  with  his  uncle,  Levi  Bar- 
ber, at  Bath,  Pa.,  who  was  engaged  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  agricultural  implements.  He  was,  Oct.  6, 
1860,  married  to  Miss  Sarah  L.  Lilly,  daughter  of 
George  and  Mary  Lilly,  to  whom  were  born  five  chil- 
dren,—William  E.,  Anna  M.,  Minerva  L.,  Edward  F. 
and  Joseph  H.  After  a  brief  interval  in  New  Haven 
Conn.,  he  again  became  a  resident  of  Allentown,  and 
on  the  11th  of  September,  1861,  enlisted  in  the  Forty- 
seventh  Regiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteers.  He  was 
discharged  July  28,  1864,  having  served  in  several 


important  engagements.  He  then  resumed  his  trade, 
both  at  Allentown  and  Mauch  Chunck.  On  the  death 
of  his  father  Mr.  Barber  acquired  a  one-fourth  inter- 
est in  the  business,  which  was  retained  for  two  years 
and  then  sold  to  his  brother.  In  June,  1880,  he  em- 
barked in  the  tobacco  and  hardware  business,  and  two 
years  later,  having  sold  his  stock,  returned  to  the  shop 
as  superintendent.  In  August,  1883,  in  connection 
with  John  Allen  and  Charles  Collum,  under  the  firm- 
name  of  Allen,  Barber  &  Collum,  he  purchased  the 
boiler-shop,  and  now  conducts  that  branch  of  the 
business.  Mr.  Barber  is  in  politics  a  Republican,  but 
not  an  aspirant  for  oflSce.  He  is  a  member  of  Post 
Yeager,  No.  13,  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic, 
as  also  of  the  Patriotic  Order  Sons  of  America  and 
its  Commandery. 

William  F.  Moser  is  engaged  in  a  line  of  manufac- 
ture similar  to  that  of  the  firm  just  mentioned, — tur- 
bine water-wheels  and  bark-mills.  This  manufactory 
was  established  in  1863  by  Neligh  &  Moser,  and  since 
that  time  the  firm  has  undergone  four  distinct  changes, 
at  present  being  under  the  sole  control  of  Mr.  Moser, 
who  is  a  man  of  about  fifty  years  of  age,  and  a  native 
of  the  county.  The  works  consist  of  five  buildings, 
the  machinery  is  driven  by  a  thirty  horse-power  en- 
gine, and  about  forty  men  are  employed. 

The  spike-factory  now  owned  by  James  W.  Wilson 
&  Son  was  established  about  twenty  years  ago  by 
George  W.  Curtiss  &  Co.  Subsequently  the  property 
passed  into  the  posession  of  Nathaniel  Tay,  a  member 
of  the  original  firm,  and  was  by  him  sold,  in  June, 
1871,  to  the  present  owners.  The  product  of  the  fac- 
tory consists  of  railroad  and  mining  spikes,  of  which 
from  five  to  six  tons  are  made  per  day.  Although  a 
market  is  found  for  a  large  part  of  the  output  in  the 
Lehigh  Valley,  many  orders  are  received  from  other 
parts  of  Pennsylvania,  from  points  in  the  West,  and 
in  the  Southern  States.  The  works  employ  about 
fifteen  men. 

The  first  works  devoted  exclusively  and  extensively 
to  boiler-making  were  established  by  Matthew  Rhoda 
and  John  T.  Noble  in  the  Hope  Eolling-Mill,  in  the 
spring  of  1865.  Branch  establishments  were  carried 
on  also  at  Pottsville  and  Mahanoy.  The  partnership 
between  these  gentlemen  continued  for  nearly  ten 
years,  and  Mr.  Rhoda  was  then  associated  with 
Horace  Gross  for  about  one  year.  Subsequently  Mr. 
Rhoda,  who  became  known  as  the  inventor  and  pat- 
entee of  a  blow-oflf  device  for  steam  boilers,  and  sev- 
eral other  useful  inventions,  started  the  Union  Boiler- 
Works  in  Bethlehem. 

The  Union  Steam  Boiler- Works  were  established 
in  1869  by  their  present  owners  and  managers,  Messrs. 
Cole  &  Heilman.  The  works  occupy  large  buildings 
on  Front  and  Linden  Streets,  and  employ  a  large 
number  of  hands.  The  products  of  the  manufactory 
are  locomotive-boilers  and  tanks,  vertical  and  cyUn- 
drical  boilers,  blast-  and  steam-pipes,  stacks,  etc. 

In  1873,  H.  H.  Fisher  established  himself  in  his 
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present  business, — the  manufacture  of  gas-  and  water- 
pipes  and  car-castings,  of  which  there  are  often  pro- 
duced twenty  tons  daily,  the  greater  part  being  taken 
by  the  Lehigh  Car  Company  of  Stemton.  The  market 
for  steam-  and  gas-pipes  is  general.  They  are  shipped 
to  all  parts  of  the  United  States,  and  even  to  some 
foreign  countries.  The  works,  which  are  quite  ex- 
tensive, are  situated  on  Jordan  Creek,  between  Ham- 
ilton and  Walnut  Streets.  The  machinery  is  moved 
by  a  twenty-five  horse-power  engine.  Ninety  men 
find  employment  in  this  establishment,  under  the 
superintendence  of  Mr.  A.  S.  Shimer. 

A  foundry  and  general  machine-shop  was  founded 
in  1870,  by  Nadig  &  Wright,  on  North  Fourth  Street. 
In  1875,  Henry  Nadig  &  Brother  (Philip)  succeeded 
to  the  ownership,  and  are  still  carrying  on  the  estab- 
lishment. They  occupy  a  two-story  brick  building, 
one  hundred  by  one  hundred  and  thirty  feet,  and  em- 
ploy at  least  twenty  hands.  Their  specialties  are 
engines,  with  all  of  their  appliances  and  connections. 

An  interesting  industry  which  employs  steel  rather 
than  iron  as  its  material  is  the  cutlery  establishment 
of  C.  F.  Wolfertz  &  Co.,  on  the  Ridge  road,  estab- 
lished in  1862  by  the  senior  member  of  the  present 
firm.  He  continued  alone  until  1873,  when  the 
firm  became  Wolfertz  &  Waldman.  The  next  and 
last  change  was  in  1879,  when  it  was  succeeded  by 
Wolfertz  &  Co.,  the  sons  of  Mr.  W.  representing 
the  "  Co."  The  history  of  the  enterprise  is  inter- 
esting. The  first  motive  power  was  furnished  by 
dogs,  which  turned  a  large  wheel,  which  in  turn  pro- 
pelled the  other  machinery.  But  this  primitive  style 
of  moving  machinery  was  found  to  be  insuflScient, 
and  as  his  business  increased  Mr.  Wolfertz  had  to 
look  for  other  power.  He  next  tried  water-power, 
■which  for  a  time  answered  the  requirements,  but  as 
time  moved  on,  it,  too,  was  found  inadequate  and  too 
irregular.  His  progress  and  success  compelled  him 
to  introduce  steam  and  machinery  of  a  more  exten- 
sive and  improved  character,  until  he  found  that  his 
original  premises,  though  enlarged,  were  too  small  to 
accommodate  his  business.  Accordingly  he  looked 
about  for  a  location  to  establish  his  works,  and  se- 
cured a  site  at  the  corner  of  Chew  Street  and  Ridge 
joad,  and  at  once  erected  a  commodious  building,  to 
which  he  removed  from  his  old  location  on  Hamilton 
Street,  on  May  1,  1881.  The  dimensions  of  this  es- 
tablishment are  as  follows :  Entire  front,  sixty-seven 
feet ;  main  building,  ninety-seven  feet  deep ;  forging- 
shop,  twenty  by  twenty-four  feet;  raw-material  room, 
twenty  feet  square ;  office  and  warerooms,  twenty  by 
eighty  feet;  the  whole,  with  the  exception  of  the 
engine-room,  being  two  stories,  and  constructed  of 
brick.  More  than  forty  operators,  most  of  whom  are 
experts  in  the  working  of  steel  and  finishing  of  fine 
cutlery,  are  engaged  here,  while  one  fifteen  horse- 
power engine  is  required  to  move  the  machinery. 
The  firm  confines  itself  to  the  manufacture  of  pen 
and  pocket  cutlery. 
11 


The  manufacture  of  iron  railings  was  begun  in  this 
city,  in  1867,  by  Reuben  Soliday,  and  he  has  con- 
stantly followed  it  since,  inventing  and  patenting  in 
the  mean  time  a  number  of  ornamental  forms  of  rail- 
ings and  fences.  He  now  manufactures  from  twenty- 
five  to  thirty  kinds,  besides  garden  ornaments,  flower- 
stands,  etc.  He  employs  about  ten  hands  at  his 
manufactory,  corner  of  Ninth  and  Walnut  Streets. 

George  L.  Knauas  established  in  1875  a  small  ma- 
chine- and  repair-shop,  which  he  was  soon  compelled 
to  enlarge.  In  1878  he  took  into  partnership  Lewis 
F.  Grammes,  the  name  of  the  firm  then  being  made 
Knausa  &  Co.,  and  so  continued  until  January,  1881, 
when  it  was  changed  to  Knauss  &  Grammes.  They 
employed  in  1881  seven  hands,  who,  on  account  of  the 
pressure  of  demand  for  their  various  lines  of  light 
machinery,  were  kept  at  work  twelve  hours  per  day. 
Finding  that  their  business  was  too  large  for  the  shop 
they  had  been  using,  they  leased  a  store-room.  No.  726 
Hamilton  Street,  and  a  building  in  the  rear,  on  Maple 
Street,  which  they  provided  with  such  machinery  as 
they  needed.  On  Jan.  1,  1883,  C.  B.  Wannamaker 
was  admitted  to  the  firm,  and  in  the  following  April 
Mr.  Knausa  retired  and  was  succeeded  by  C.  J.  P. 
Bittner,  the  firm  then  becoming  Bittner,  Grammes  & 
Co.,  as  it  now  exists.  The  articles  manufactured  are 
lathes,  knitting  machines,  cigar-box  machinery,  tower 
clocks,  etc. 

The  Phoenix  Brass-  and  Iron- Works  are  the  out- 
growth of  a  small  industry  established  without  capital 
by  their  present  proprietor,  Edward  Gough,  in  1875. 
The  products  of  these  works,  located  near  the  Allen- 
town  Rolling-Mill  Company's  office,  are  rolling-mill 
machinery,  chilled  and  soft  rolls,  church  bells,  and  all 
ki  nds  of  brass  castings.  Ten  mechanics  are  employed 
in  the  works,  and  an  engine  of  twenty  horse-power  is 
required  to  drive  the  machinery. 

The  Lehigh  Valley  File-Works  were  started  in  a 
small  way  in  1865,  by  the  senior  member  of  the  pres- 
ent firm  of  L.  Kilian  &  Co.  From  the  manufactory 
on  North  Fifth  Street  most  of  the  leading  iron  com- 
panies in  the  valley  are  supplied,  and  files  are  sent 
also  over  the  entire  State.  William  Gruel  and  Henry 
Ruerup  are  also  engaged  in  this  industry,  having 
commenced  since  Mr.  Kilian's  start  in  the  business. 

Among  the  newer  firms  engaged  in  iron  manufac- 
ture are  Spangler  &  Schantz,  who  have  a  foundry  and 
machine-shop  at  Third  and  Walnut  Streets.  The 
works  were  established  by  Charles  Spangler  and  H. 
J.  Schadt,  and  Milton  P.  Schantz  became  a  partner 
soon  afterward.  The  firm  became  Spangler  & 
Schantz,  March  1,  1883.  The  products  of  the  estab- 
lishment they  carry  on  are  engines,  mill,  running  and 
hoisting  machinery,  building  castings,  etc. 

Silk  Manufacture— The  Adelaide  MiUs.— One 
of  the  most  important,  though  one  of  the  newest, 
manufactures  in  the  city  is  that  of  silk,  carried  on  in 
the  Adelaide  Mills,  which  are  a  monument  to  the  en- 
terprise and  liberality  of  Allentown's  substantial  men. 
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In  the  spring  of  1880,  the  Phosnix  Manufacturing 
Company  of  Paterson,  N.  J.,  through  E.  M.  Ek- 
ings,  real  estate  agent  of  that  city,  advertised  in 
the  New  York  papers  for  a  site  somewhere  in  the 
Eastern  States  suitable  for  the  location  of  a  silk  mill. 
This  advertisement  coming  to  the  notice  of  the  people 
of  this  city,  a  correspondence  was  had,  which  resulted 
in  a  visit  to  the  city  of  Allentown  by  the  parties  from 
Paterson,  N.  J.,  principally  interested  in  the  enter- 
prise, viz.,  Albert  Tilt,  president  of  the  Phoenix  Manu- 
facturing Company,  and  Emil  Greeff",  Philip  Galla- 
gher, and  R.  M.  Ekings.  The  general  advantages 
of  the  city  as  to  labor,  competing  railroads,  cheap 
living,  etc.,  were  satisfactorily  shown  to  the  visitors, 
and  they  being  very  favorably  impressed,  indicated  a 
location  (the  site  upon  which  the  Adelaide  Mills  now 
stand),  and  expressed  a  desire  that  the  citizens  of 
Allentown  should  in  some  way  identify  themselves 
with  the  enterprise.  The  matter  was  accordingly 
submitted  to  the  Board  of  Trade  of  the  city  of  Allen- 
town, under  whose  auspices  a  meeting  of  citizens  was 
called  for  the  purpose  of  determining  upon  some 
means  whereby  the  enterprise  might  receive  the 
proper  support.  When  the  meeting  was  held,  a  com- 
mittee consisting  of  Messrs.  Aaron  G.  Eeninger,  H. 
A.  Stillwagen,  Robert  E.  Wright,  Sr.,  and  W.  R. 
Lawfer  was  appointed  to  solicit  subscriptions  from 
citizens  for  the  purchase  of  the  ground  selected  and 
the  erection  of  buildings  suitable  for  the  manufacture 
of  silk.  The  committee  at  once  carried  forward  the 
work,  and  with  such  success  that  $70,000  was  raised 
to  pay  for  the  land  and  necessary  buildings.  On  the 
10th  day  of  July,  1880,  another  committee,  consisting 
of  Charles  W.  Cooper,  Aaron  G.  Reninger,  and  Mor- 
ris L.  Kautfman,  was  appointed  and  empowered  to 
proceed  to  Paterson  and  close  the  contract  with  the 
parties  there  for  the  erection  of  buildings  and  ma- 
chinery for  the  purpose  mentioned.  The  last  two 
gentlemen  being  unable  to  serve.  Col.  T.  H.  Good 
and  D.  O.  Saylor  were  appointed  in  their  places,  and 
with  Mr.  Cooper  consummated  arrangements  with  the 
Paterson  gentlemen. 

The  title  to  the  property  was  vested  in  Mr.  Levi 
Line  until  such  time  as  the  Phoenix  Manufacturing 
Company  should  demand  it,  under  their  agreement. 
After  due  advertisement  and  proposals  being  received, 
Mr.  Line  awarded  the  contract  for  the  erection  of  the 
building  to  Thomas  W.  Snyder,  receiving  the  approval 
of  the  executive  committee  appointed  at  a  njeeting  of 
the  subscribers,  known  as  the  Silk  Factory  Fund 
Association,  which  committee  consisted  of  Messrs. 
James  K.  Moser,  David  O.  Saylor,  Col.  T.  H.  Good, 
Aaron  G.  Reninger,  and  H.  A.  Stillwagen.  The  con- 
tract price  was  .$46,970.66.  The  erection  of  the  build- 
ings was  under  the  superintendence  of  Thomas 
Steckel  for  Levi  Line  and  the  subscribers,  A.  J. 
Derron,  Jr.,  &  Co.,  being  the  supervising  architects. 
During  the  third  week  of  September,  1880,  ground 
was  broken  for  the  foundation  of  the  buildings,  from 


which  time  rapid  progress  was  made  in  the  work  of 
erection.  It  becoming  apparent  to  the  executive 
committee  that  the  amount  subscribed  and  covered 
by  the  mortgage  of  $70,000  would  be  insufficient  for 
the  completion  of  the  buildings,  efforts  were  made 
for  further  subscriptions.  Several  meetings  of  all  the 
subscribers  being  held,  a  second  mortgage  of  $15,000 
was  given  upon  the  premises,  the  bonds  secured  by 
this  mortgage  being  willingly  taken  by  parties  who 
had  originally  subscribed  for  the  first  mortgage  bonds, 
and  the  balance  of  the  cash  required  was  obtained 
from  the  Allentown  National  Bank  by  placing  the 
unissued  bonds — amounting  to  $12,000 — as  collateral 
security,  twenty-four  prominent  citizens  guaranteeing 
payment  to  the  bank. 

Following  is  a  complete  list  of  the  subscribers  to 
the  fund  for  building  the  mills  : 


EUiger  Real  Estate  Associa- 
tion  

W.W.Kurtz 

Coplav  Cement  Company.... 

A.  F.  "Peters 

Leisenriiig,  Trexler  A;  Co.... 

Moser  &Keclv 

A.  M.  Springer  &  Co 

H.  A.  Stillwagen 

A.  G.  Reninger  &  Co 

A.  G.  Reninger 

M.  L.  KaufFman 

CoI.T.  H.  Good 

R.  E.  Wright  &  Son 

W.  R.  Lawfer  &  Co 

W.  R,  Lawfer 

r.  Ilersh  &  Sons 

Wm.  G.  Ritter 

John  Bowen  &  Co 

John  Bowen 

L.  D.  Krause 

Bittner  &  Bunsicker  Bros... 

S.  B.  Anewalt 

Schnurman,  Roth  &  Co 

J.  L.  Farr  &Co 

D.  H.  Wannemaker 

Ruhe  Bros 

J.  S.  Biery 

H.  K.  Hartzel 

Feldman  &  Schnurman 

W.R.  Steckel 

T.  B.  Metzger 

E.  G.  Martin 

Sbimer&  Laub 

Andrew  S.  Keck 

Edward  Harvey 

Thomas  Steckel 

Johnston  &  Swartz 

M.S.  Young  .4  Co 

Peter  Seibert 

Peter  Schultz 

Solomon  Boyer 

John  E.  Lentz  &  Co 

Wm.  Eoth 

H.  Nadig&  Bro 

Jacoh  Grim 

Weinfiheimer  &  Newhard... 

S.  &  L.  J.  Helfrich 

Guth  &  Kern 

Oscar  Meyer 

August  Weber 

Reuben  Stabler 

Charles  D.  Miiitin 

R.  H.  Krnmni 

B.  J.  Danowsky 

Hersh  &  Bro 

Wni.  Berkemcyer 

Abner  H.  Mint 

L.  A.  T.  Wartman  &  Son.... 

Abrni.  S   Grim 

ITenrv  Schock 

B.  F.  Ilagonbuch 

Sterner  &  Kress 

A.  J.  Kleppinger 

Tilgh.  Scluidt 

Robert  Stackliouse 

Joseph  Minnich 

Evan  Holben. 

A.  J.  Breinig  A  T.  G.  Helf- 
rich  

Rohert  Iredell,  Jr 

Keller*  Bro 


SS.COO 

4,000 

1,700 

1,000 

1,600 

1,400 

700 

600 

600 

500 

1,300 

1,400 

1,100 

800 

.■iOO 

TOO 

500 

700 

600 

700 

700 

500 

700 

1,000 

600 

1,500 

560 

1,000 

600 

1,000 

1,.'500 

1,200 

600 

700 

600 

1,200 

700 

600 

450 

300 

450 

soo 

300 
260 
200 
SOO 
300 
200 
200 
260 
200 
150 
:l0O 
150 
150 
160 
100 
150 
30O 
100 
100 
100 
200 
250 
300 
100 
200 

100 
150 
260 


John  Newhard g200 

Straub  &  Harrar IQO 

W.K.  Ruhe 800 

H.  M.  Leh 200 

Milton  M.  Kline loo 

J.  W.  Leith 100 

Mrs.  M.  A.  G.  Guldin 100 

Joshua  Stabler IQo 

Joshua  Schnurman lOO 

W.  L.  Blackraan 100 

Philip  E.  Bahl 1,800 

Jeremiah  Roth goo 

Jacob  G.  Deshler 700 

D.  J.  F.  Deshler 800 

Charles  Detweiler 600 


Christian  Hohl.. 
Marcus  C.  L.  Kline.. 

H.  C.  Trexler 

J.  P.  Barnes 

Walter  P.  Huber 

W.  H.  Barber 

Valentine  Hoffman.. 


700 
200 
760 
400 
60O 
200 
400 

H.  H.  Fisher 1,200 

Conrad  Pfaff 400 

Otto  Meyer 300 

Frank  B.  Fogel 260 

Koch  &  Shankweiler 100 

Teager  A  Culhertson 100 

August  Weidner 100 

W.Grossman 200 

Deshler  Bros 100 

/ellner  Bros 150 

Cole  A-  Reilman 260 

L.  P.  Hecker 250 

Wm.  F.  Hecker 100 

T.  H.  Boyer 100 

James  B.Smith 100 

Thomas  W.  Snyder 10,100 

Alfred  J.  Martin 600 

William  Saeger 1,200 

Edward  Ruhe 6O0 

Alfred  G.  Saeger 1,200 

C.  J.  Erdman.. 


600 

John  Biery 200 

Henry  T.  Kleckner... 
Thomas  T.  Martin... 
Frederick  Eberhard.. 

M.  E.  Martin 

Eli  J.  Saeger.. 


200 
200 
200 
200 
20O 

Thomas  W.  Saeger 200 

~^  ^    —  200 

200 
200 
160 


E.  S.  Wertz, 

Hofford  Bros  

Samuel  Lewis 

William  B.  Schaffei 

William  A.  Roney 160 

i  John  W,  Ochs 100 

!  S.  M.  Keiper 100 

Henry  Bitting 150 

James  Wise 150 

Bittner  &  Hartman 100 

Henry  Burkhard 100 

!  C.  Frank  Haines 1,000 

j  Charles  W.  Cooper 1,200 

.Joseph  Lieberman 600 

Thomas  Johnston 200 

D.  0.  Saylor 100 

Esnias  Rehrig 100 

H.  K.  Kurtz 300 

B.  Jarrett 160 

John  Rupp 100 

John  R.  Schall WO 

S.  A.  Bridges 600 
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Samuel  A.  Butz 

Fegeley  &  Bro 

Joseph  young 

Barber,  Keyser  &  Co 

John  E.  Lentz 

William  H.  Weiiishimer.. 


$500  J.  H.  Berger $60 

500  Knaiiss  it  Grammes 50  I 

200  Samuel  Diehl 200 

200  Deifer  &  Bro 200    I 

100  William  Weightman 1,000 

100  Lewis  Klump 100 

The  handsome  brick  structure  erected  through  the 
enterprise  of  the  citizens  of  Allentown  is  four  stories  j 
in  height,  with  a  basement,  and  its  dimensions  are 
two  hundred  and  fifty  by  fifty  feet,  with  an  extension 
on  the  west  side.  The  Phoenix  Manufacturing  Com- 
pany of  Paterson,  N.  J.,  put  into  this  building  in  the 
fall  of  1881  over  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
dollars  worth  of  maphinery.  The  works  were  form- 
ally- dedicated  and  opened  Nov.  17,  1881,  on  which 
occasion  speeches  were  made,  a  fine  collation  served, 
and  the  evening  devoted  to  a  social  reception.  These 
mills,  which  were  named  the  Adelaide  in  honor  of 
the  wife  of  Albert  Tilt,  president  of  the  Phoenix 
Manufacturing  Company,  employ  from  four  to  five 
hundred  hands,  chiefly  boys  and  girls,  and  their 
annual  output  is  very  large.  The  first,  second,  and 
third  floors  are  devoted  to  the  spinning  of  silk,  and 
the  fourth  to  weaving.  The  manufacture  of  ribbons 
will  probably  be  commenced  in  the  near  future. 

Woolen  Manufactures.— One  of  the  heaviest  in- 
dustries of  the  city,  but  a  comparatively  new  one, 
except  at  one  house,  is  the  manufacture  of  woolen 
goods.  The  first  enterprise  in  this  line  was  estab- 
lished here  in  1850  by  Henry  Gabriel,  who  had, 
however,  begun  in  the  same  business  in  Macungie 
as  early  as  1839.  His  present  mill,  from  which 
seamless  hosiery,  coverlets,  quilts,  and  yarns,  both  in 
woolen  and  cotton,  are  turned  out  in  large  quantities, 
is  a  three-story  brick  building,  twenty  by  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  feet,  at  the  foot  of  Water  Street.  Both 
steam-  and  water  power  ^re  used,  and  in  the  various 
departments  about  fifty  employes  are  busied.  The 
value  of  the  goods  manufactured  amounts  to  about 
twenty-five  thousand  dollars  per  year. 

The  establishment  of  Shimer,  Pretz  &  Co.,  on 
Third  Street,  unlike  that  just  described,  is  devoted 
entirely  to  the  manufacture  of  woolen  goods.  Chris- 
tian Pretz  erected  the  building  in  1872,  and  it  was 
immediately  occupied  by  the  present  firm,  which  is 
composed  of  James  O.  Shimer,  Henry  and  John 
Pretz.  For  three  years  they  made  cassimeres,  but  in 
1875  they  began  to  manufacture  stockings,  which,  in 
great  variety,  now  form  their  principal  production, 
although  they  have  recently  entered  upon  the  manu- 
facture of  Jersey  cloths.  The  mill  is  run  by  steam- 
and  water-power,  contains  the  most  approved  ma- 
chinery, and  employs  about  one  hundred  and  forty 
hands. 

In  1878,  Bittner,  Hiinsicker  Brothers  began  the 
manufacture  of  seamless  hosiery  and  knit  goods  in 
the  same  building  in  which  their  store  is  located  on 
Hamilton  Street,  and  have  since  carried  it  on  quite 
extensively.  Their  market  is  found  in  Pennsylvania, 
New  York,  and  Nev^  Jersey. 

The  most  recently  established  house  in  this  line  is 


that  of  Jacob  T.  Shimer,  at  Sixth  and  Walnut  Streets. 
This  factory  was  started  in  April,  1880.  The  build- 
ing is  twenty-two  by  sixty  feet,  and  three  stories  high. 
More  than  forty  knitting-machines  are  in  operation, 
and  about  sixty  employes,  most  of  them  experienced 
female  operatives,  are  kept  busy  in  the  production  of 
seamless  and  cut  hosiery.  The  greater  part  of  the 
goods  from  this  establishment  are  shipped  direct  to 
New  York  and  Chicago. 

Boots  and  Shoes, — The  manufacture  of  boots  and 
shoes  ranks  among  the  most  important  of  the  city  in 
capital  invested  and  in  the  number  of  persons  to 
whom  it  gives  employment.  The  oldest  house  en- 
gaged in  this  department  of  industry,  and  one  of  the 
largest,  is  that  of  H.  Leh  &  Co.,  Hamilton  Street. 
When  it  was  established  in  1850  the  firm-name  stood 
as  at  present,  and  it  has  remained  unchanged  through 
the  period  of  thirty-three  years,  although  there  have 
been  several  changes  in  the  proprietorship.  Mr.  Leh, 
however,  has  always  retained  his  interest.  His  present 
partner  is  H.  B.  Koch.  The  firm  occupies  the  three 
upper  stories  of  a  large  four-story  building  on  Hamil- 
ton Street,  with  a  front  of  seventy-five  feet  and  a 
depth  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  feet.  They 
employ  about  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  hands, 
and  have  about  sixty  machines  in  use,  besides  the 
many  other  mechanical  appliances  that  are  common 
to  large  factories.  About  five  hundred  pairs  of  boots 
and  shoes  are  manufactured  per  day. 

The  firm  of  John  E.  Lentz  &  Co.,  who  do  a  very 
large  business  in  manufacturing  boots  and  shoes  at 
Hamilton  and  Sixth  Streets,  is  the  outgrowth  of  the 
house  formed  by  William  S.  Young  and  Henry  Leh 
in  1859.  They  made  a  small  line  of  pegged  goods. 
John  E.  Lentz  was  admitted  as  a  partner  in  1866,  and 
the  firm  was  constituted  as  it  now  exists  in  1871.  The 
junior  partners,  forming  the  company,  are  William 
H.  Weinsheimer  and  John  Seaboldt,  Jr.  This  com- 
pany manufactures  all  lines  of  boots  and  shoes, — 
ladies',  misses',  and  children's  fine  and  heavy  shoes, 
and  men's,  boys',  and  youths'  heavy  and  fine  wear. 
About  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  employes  are 
constantly  engaged,  and  sometimes  that  number  is 
augmented.  The  large  three-story  building  on  Ham- 
ilton Street,  with  another  in  the  rear,  on  Sixth  Street, 
are  supplied  with  the  best  of  machinery,  and  at  least 
five  hundred  pairs  of  boots  and  shoes  are  manufac- 
tured daily. 

W.  A.  Honey  carries  on  an  establishment  for  the 
manufacture  of  men's,  women's,  and  children's  ma- 
chine-sewed shoes  on  Hamilton  Street,  and  is  the  suc- 
cessor of  his  father,  James  Roney,  who  began  shoe 
manufacture  on  a  small  scale  in  1843.  He  went  into 
partnership  with  his  father  in  1862.  In  1877  the 
house  became  W.  A.  Roney  &  Co.,  and  soon  after- 
wards Mr.  Roney  assumed  the  sole  proprietorship. 
He  usually  employs  about  seventy  to  seventy-five 
hands. 

L.  L.  Roney  and  C.  E.  Berger  formed  a  partnership 
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in  the  spring  of  1879,  for  the  manufacture  of  infants' 
shoes,  which  business  they  now  carry  on  with  a  force 
of  thirty-five  employfe. 

W.  H.  Knauss  began  the  manufacture  of  boot,  shoe, 
and  gaiter  uppers,  on  South  Seventh  Street,  in  1876, 
and  in  1878  removed  to  his  present  location  on  Ham- 
ilton Street,  where  he  has  half  a  dozen  hands  em- 
ployed on  work  which  is  largely  taken  by  the  home 
market.  Aaron  0.  Amey  has  also  been  engaged  in 
the  manufacture  of  uppers  since  1882. 

The  Tobacco  Interest. — There  are  in  Allentown 
no  less  than  a  dozen  manufacturers  of  cigars.  Most 
of  them,  however,  carry  on  small  establishments,  and 
employ  only  two  or  three  men,  in  making  cigars  for 
their  own  retail  trade.  The  few  large  manufactories 
make  up  one  of  the  heaviest  industries,  and  employ 
in  the  aggregate  not  less  than  five  hundred  men, 
producing  millions  of  cigars  annually.  The  heaviest 
of  these  houses  is  that  of  Ruhe  Brothers  (Charles  H. 
and  Joseph).  The  business  was  established  in  1854, 
by  Charles  A.  Ruhe  &  Son  (Charles  H.),  and  the 
father  retiring  in  1862,  left  it  to  his  two  sons,  Jo- 
seph having  in  the  mean  time  entered  the  firm.  Ruhe 
Brothers  have  two  factories,  one  on  Eighth  and  one 
on  Seventh  Street,  in  which  they  employ  about  three 
hundred  hands,  and  have  had  as  many  as  four  hun- 
dred. They  make  from  twelve  to  fifteen  million  cigars 
per  year,  many  of  which  are  disposed  of  through  a 
branch  house  in  Chicago. 

Charles  A.  Ruhe,  the  founder  of  the  house  just 
mentioned,  was  the  youngest  son  of  John  F.  Ruhe, 
Sr.,  and  his  wife,  Catherine  Maria  Henrietta  Macken- 
rode.     He  was  born  Dec.  10,  1794,  in  Allentown,  and 
at  an  early  age  apprenticed  to  a  mercantile  house  in 
Philadelphia.     Later  he  enlisted  in  the  United  States 
service  during  the  war  of  1812,  in  company  with  his 
brother,  Capt.  John  F.  Kuhe,  Jr.,  and  on  being  dis- 
charged opened  a  general  merchandise  store  in  Ruchs- 
ville.  North  Whitehall  township.     After  a  business 
experience  of  some  years  at  this  point,  he  removed  to 
Shimersville,  Northampton   Co.,  and   remained  two 
years,  when  Allentown  became  his  home.     While  at 
Ruchsville  he  married,  on  the  16th  of  February,  1820, 
Miss  Susannah,  daughter  of  Adam   and   Catherine 
Shirer,  whose  surviving  children,  among  twelve  born 
to  them,  are  Clara,  Charles  H.,  Joseph,  Annie  C,  and 
Mary  L.     Mr.  Ruhe  engaged  in  the  general  grocery 
trade  in  Allentown,  which  was  continued  until  1854 
when  he  admitted  his  son,  Charles  H.,  as  a  partner 
under  the  firm-name  of  Charles  A.  Ruhe  &  Son,  and 
the  manufacture  of  cigars  was  added  to  the  business. 
A  few  years  later  his  sons,  Frederick  A.  (since  de- 
ceased) and  Joseph,  were  taken  into  the  firm.     The 
stock  of  groceries  was  disposed  of  in  1862,  and  the 
senior  member  the   same   year   retired   from   active 
commercial  life.     Politically,  Mr.  Ruhe  was  a  Whig 
in  his  early  days,  and  on  the  formation  of  the  Repub- 
lican party  became   one  of  its   steadfast  adherents, 
though  he  never  sought  office  as  the  reward  of  fidelity 


to  the  party.  He  was  actively  identified  with  the 
Second  National  Bank  as  a  director,  in  which  capacity 
he  served  for  many  years.  His  death  occurred  Jan. 
14,  1879,  in  his  eighty-fifth  year. 

His  son  Edward  entered  the  United  States  service 
during   the   Mexican   war,   and   died  at   the  age  of 
twenty-one  years.     His  sons  Charles  H.,  Frederick 
A.,    and    Joseph,    under    the    firm-name    of   Ruhe 
Brothers,  established  a  manufactory  of  cigars  in  1862 
at  Allentown.     From   small   beginnings  their  busi- 
ness  gradually   increased   until   about  five  hundred 
persons  were  employed,  and   the   establishment  be- 
came one  of  the  largest,  and  its  proprietors  the  oldest 
continuous    cigar-makers    in    the    State.     In    1870, 
Charles  H.  retired  from  the  firm,  and  embarking  in 
the  iron-casting  and  machine  business,  remained  a 
year  and  a  half  thus  engaged,  when  he  re-entered  the 
old  firm,  which  remained  unchanged  until  the  death 
of  Frederick  A.  Ruhe,  in  March,  1880.     In  1881  a 
branch  house,  for  the  sale  of  the  products  of  the  fac- 
tory, was  established  in  Chicago,  111.,  which  has  been 
equally  successful,  and,  in  conjunction  with  the  main 
house,  controls  an   extensive  trade.     Politically,  all 
brothers   were   and    are    Republicans,   participating 
actively  in  the  work  of  the  party.     All  three  have 
been  members  of  the  Select  Council,  Charles  H.  hav- 
ing, during  his  period  of  service,  filled  for  one  year 
the  office  of  president  of  that  body.     He  has  also,  for 
more  than  fifteen  years,  been  a  member  of  the  School 
Board.     He   is   a   director   of  the  Second  National 
Bank,  of  the  Allentown  and  Coopersburg  Turnpike 
Company,  and  the  Allentown  and  Bethlehem  Turn- 
pike Company.     Frederick  A.  was  a  prominent  can- 
didate for  mayor  on  the  Republican  ticket  in  1880, 
and  defeated  by  a  small  majority.     The  family  are 
adherents  of  the  faith  of  the  Reformed  Church,  the 
brothers  being  active  members  of  St.  John's  English 
Reformed  Church  of  Allentown,  to  which  they  are 
liberal  contributors. 

Zellner  Brothers,  established  in  1869,  for  a  time  did 
a  large  business  in  manufacturing  cigars,  but  of  late 
have  devoted  their  attention  principally  to  dealing  in 
cigars  and  leaf  tobacco. 

The  Oak  Hall  Cigar-Factory,  carried  on  by  Weaver 
Brothers  (Jacob  D.  and  Milton  D.),  was  established 
by  the  senior  member  of  the  present  firm  in  1878,  and 
the  present  partnership  was  formed  two  years  later. 
They  employ  from  one  hundred  to  one  hundred  and 
fifty  skilled  workmen,  and  produce  on  an  average 
two  hundred  thousand  cigars  per  month,  or  about  two 
and  a  half  millions  per  year,  among  which  are  many 
fine  brands.  Their  trade  is  principally  in  the  West. 
Feldman  &  Schnurman  started  a  cigar-factory  in 
1878.  The  senior  partner  of  this  firm  became  sole 
proprietor  in  1881,  and  now  carries  on  a  large  busi- 
ness, manufacturing  cigars  for  the  jobbing  trade, 
principally  fine  goods,  and  employing  about  fifty 
men.  Next  in  importance  is  doubtless  H.  L.  Allen- 
bach's  factory  on  South  Sixth  Street. 
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Mills. — On  the  Little  Lehigh,  south  of  the  town, 
David  Deshler  owned  a  saw-mill  and  a  grist-mill  as 
early  as  1782,  and  they  were  carried  on  hy  him  for  many 
years.  A  second  grist-mill  was  built  in  this  locality, 
but  much  later  than  Deshler's.  After  Deshler's  time 
these  mills  were  owned  and  operated  by  John  Wagner 
and  John  Wagner  &  Son.  In  1853  they  were  bought 
by  the  AUentown  Water  Company,  that  additional 
water-power  might  be  secured  for  pumping  water  to 
the  reservoirs.  At  the  time  the  purchase  was  made  one 
of  the  mills  was  owned  by  A.  A.  and  J.  D.  Wagner, 
and  the  other  by  G.  C.  Von  Tagen,  of  Philadelphia. 
The  mill  bought  of  the  Wagners  was  built  in  1836 
-86.  After  the  purchase  both  mills  were  let  to  Jo- 
seph Dietrich,  and  after  his  lease  had  expired  to 
other  parties. 

Daniel  and  Jacob  Saeger,  in  1814  or  1815,  built  at 
the  east  end  of  the  Hamilton  Street  Jordan  bridge 
the  large  stone  structure  now  known  as  the  City 
Mills.  They  did  a  large  business  here,  and  before 
the  canal  was  opened  sent  a  great  amount  of  flour  to 
Philadelphia  by  wagons,  and  also  by  Durham  boats 
by  the  Lehigh  and  Delaware  Rivers.  After  the  Sae- 
gers.  Dr.  John  Romig  and  William  Both  were  suc- 
cessively the  owners  of  this  property,  and  about  1845 
it  was  bought  by  Christian  Pretz  and  Henry  Wein- 
sheimer,  the  present  owners.  The  Hanover  Mills, 
formerly  the  Canal  Mills,  between  the  Lehigh  and 
the  canal  (from  the  latter  of  which  they  derive  their 
power),  were  built  and  put  in  operation  by  William 
Saeger  and  Solomon  Keck,  the  same  year  that  the 
canal  was  opened  for  navigation,  1828.  In  1866  this 
property  passed  into  the  hands  of  Jacob  H.  and  F. 
W.  Saeger,  who,  in  1882,  converted  the  Hanover  into 
a  merchant  roller-mill,  with  capacity  of  producing 
seventy-five  barrels  of  flour  per  day. 

The  mill  known  as  Schneider's,  on  the  Little  Le- 
high, near  the  foot  of  Seventeenth  Street,  was  built 
by  Henry  Fried,  about  1880,  and  continued  in  his 
possession  for  a  number  of  years.  It  was  then  bought 
by  George  Edelman,  who  added  to  it  a  distillery. 
Edward  Schneider  succeeded  Edelman  as  proprietor, 
but  has  not  operated  the  mill  for  some  time. 

Planing-mills  are  carried  on  by  Frederick  Butz  & 
Co.,  John  G.  Schimpf  &  Co.,  F.  W.  Weil  &  Co.,  and 
James  M.  Bitter,  the  latter  running  as  agent  the  mill 
at  the  east  end  of  the  Jordan  bridge,  owned  by  Pretz, 
Weinsheimer  &  "Co.,  and  built  by  them  for  a  paint- 
factory  in  1858. 

Furniture.— Cabinet-making  was  carried  on  by 
Isaac  Erdman  between  1880  and  1840  ;  in  1842  by  L. 
Erdman,  and  after  that  time  by  a  number  of  others. 
The  small  cabinet-shops  have  nearly  all  given  way  to 
large  furniture  manufactories,  in  which  machinery  is 
employed,  and  which  produce  large  stocks,  including 
everything  in  the  house-furnishing  line.  The  largest 
and  one  of  the  oldest  of  these,  although  it  has  been  in 
operation  only  a  dozen  years,  is  that  of  C.  A.  Dorney 
&  Co.,  on  Hamilton  Street,  east  of  the  Jordan  bridge. 


The  business  was  established  in  1871  by  H.  Bei^ke- 
meyer  and  C.  A.  Dorney,  in  a  small  bhilding  which 
stood  on  ground  now  covered  by  the  large  block  in 
which  is  the  store  now  occupied  by  the  company.  In 
1873  the  style  of  the  firm  became  Berkemeyer,  Dorney 
&  Co.,  the  silent  member  being  T.  B.  Faust.  A  little 
later,  Mr.  Dorney  sold  out  to  Eli  Hofiinan,  and  the 
firm-name  then  became  Faust  &  Co.  This  firm  carried 
on  business  for  about  five  years,  when  Mr.  Faust  was 
killed  by  an  accident,  and  nine  months  later  Mr.  Dor- 
ney again  became  interested  in  the  factory,  and  the 
nameof  the  firm  was  made  Dorney,  Berkemeyer  &  Co., 
which  was  continued  until  May  21,  1881,  when  the 
business  passed  into  the  hands  of  the  senior  partner 
and  Edwin  H.  Stine,  under  the  name  of  C.  A.  Dorney 
&  Co.  They  erected  on  land  near  their  old  factory 
and  present  store  a  three-story  and  basement  brick 
building  one  hundred  and  ten  by  fifty-five  feet,  with 
a  boiler-house  and  kiln-drying  rooms  fifty-five  by 
forty  feet.  Beside  this  they  have  very  extensive  store- 
rooms. They  employ  not  far  from  one  hundred  hands. 
H.  Berkemeyer,  mentioned  as  a  partner  at  one  time  in 
the  ownership  of  the  old  factory,  subsequently  went 
into  business  for  himself,  as  did  also  W.  A.  Berke- 
meyer. 

F.  W.  Weil  &  Co.  carry  on  another  extensive  furni- 
ture manufactory.  The  buildings  on  Linden  Street 
were  built  many  years  ago  by  Mr.  Weil,  and  operated 
by  the  firm  of  S.  Dornblaser  &  Co.  until  succeeded 
by  Mr.  George  P.  Weil  in  1877.  Prior  to  1879  the 
establishment  was  not  distinctively  a  furniture  fac- 
tory, but  in  that  year,  when  the  present  firm  was 
organized,  the  exclusive  manufacture  of  furniture  was 
begun.  The  specialty  of  this  house  is  parlor  suits,  for 
which  a  market  is  found  in  New  York,  Philadelphia, 
and  Eastern  Pennsylvania.  A  force  of  twenty  or  more 
workmen  is  employed,  and  a  twenty-four  horse-power 
engine  is  required  to  drive  the  machinery. 

Heimbach,  Helfrich  &  Co.  began  in  the  furniture 
business  in  1862  or  the  year  following.  In  1878  the 
establishment  passed  into  the  hand  of  S.  &  L.  J. 
Helfrich,  and  shortly  after  the  firm  became  Helfrich, 
Goranfio  &  Co.,  who  carried  on  business  until  suc- 
ceeded by  the  present  proprietors,  Helfrich,  Weaver 
&  Co.     This  firm  has  its  establishment  on  Hamilton 

Street. 

Chair  manufacturing  is  carried  on  by  Banks  & 
Mathias,  on  Hamilton  Street,  who  are  the  successors 
of  one  of  the  oldest  firms  in  the  city.  The  business 
was  started  about  1830  by  Eeuben  Eice,  who  after- 
wards associated  with  himself  Eeuben  Sieger,  who 
continued  in  the  industry  until  1880,  during  the  latter 
part  of  the  period  alone.  The  present  firm  was  or- 
ganized in  the  year  last  mentioned.  They  occupy 
three  buildings-a  store,  storage-building,  and  fac- 
tory—and employ  eight  hands. 

Ladenslager  &  Babb,  who  established  themselves  in 
1876  on  Maple  Street,  also  manufacture  all  kinds  of 
wooden-bottomed  chairs. 
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Schlegel,  Ziegenfus  &  Co.  are  manufacturers  of 
patent  rockerS,  parlor-frames,  and  marble-top  tables, 
at  the  corner  of  Front  and  Hamilton  Streets,  and 
employ  about  one  hundred  operatives  and  an  engine 
of  forty  horse-power.  The  factory  was  established 
with  a  moderate  capital  in  somewhat  cramped  accom- 
modations by  B.  F.  Schlegel  in  1877,  and  he  associ- 
ated with  himself  Charles  Ziegenfust  in  1880,  and 
took  a  second  partner,  Eli  J.  Schneck,  in  1881.  The 
building  is  leased  of  John  G.  Schimpf,  who  built  it 
in  1871,  and,  in  company  with  his  son,  operated  it  as 
a  planing-niill. 

Edward  S.  Appel  &  Co.  (Paul  8.  Winker),  began 
business  as  manufacturers  of  cottage  chamber-furni- 
ture in  1881.  They  occupy  a  two-story  building  on 
Walnut  Street,  and  employ  ten  or  a  dozen  hands. 

Grossman  &  Kluenter,  although  a  newly-established 
firm,  dating  the  existence  of  their  works  on  Union 
Street,  near  Third,  from  1882,  have  large  facilities  for 
work,  and  are  capable  of  turning  out  as  many  as  one 
hundred  parlor  furniture  suits  per  week. 

Carriag'e-Making. — Probably  the  earliest  follower 
of  this  industry  was  Charles  Scattergood,  who  adver- 
tised his  coach-making  establishment  on  Allen  (now 
Seventh)  Street  in  1820.  In  the  following  year  the 
shop  was  carried  on  by  C.  &  S.  Scattergood.  Doubt- 
less there  were  wagon-makers  in  Allentown  prior  to 
this  time,  but  it  is  not  likely  that  any  of  them  aspired 
to  carriage-  or  "  coach-making."  Joseph  Kramer 
began  coach-making  in  1827,  and  Peter  H.  Lehr 
succeeded  him  in  1844. 

Stephen  Barber  began  coach-  and  omnibus-making 
in  1830.  He  had  a  partner — one  Beisel — for  a  short 
time  in  1837-38,  but  after  the  latter  year  continued 
alone  until  1842,  when  Keck  &  Statler  succeeded 
him.  This  partnership  was  of  only  a  very  brief 
duration,  Tilghman  Statler  becoming  the  sole  pro- 
prietor and  cariying  on  the  works  to  the  present  day, 
at  Sixth  and  Linden  Streets.  He  greatly  enlarged 
the  business,  and  now  occupies  a  building  twenty-six 
by  one  hundred  and  fifty-two  feet,  three  stories  in 
height,  employs  about  twenty  hands,  and  has  a  trade 
which  reaches  thirty  thousand  dollars  a  year. 

The  works  of  E.  -Snyder  &  Sons,  South  Sixth 
Street,  have  been  in  existence  since  1858,  at  which 
time  they  were  put  in  operation  by  Snyder  &  Hen- 
dricks. The  present  firm  was  formed  in  1875,  and 
since  that  time  has  carried  on  an  extensive  business 
in  making  all  kinds  of  carriages. 

Reuben  Engleman  has  manufactured  carriages  here 
since  1850,  and  was  engaged  in  the  same  line  else- 
where as  early  as  1844.  Ho  has  occujiied  his  present 
location,  on  South  Seventh  Street,  since  1859.  The 
building  is  a  large  three-story  frame,  in  which  is  an 
elevator,  on  which  the  largest  carriages  can  be  lowered 
in  a  completed  condition  from  the  painting-room  to 
the  show-room. 

Christ,  Peter  &  Co.'s  City  Carriage- Works  are  of 
quite  recent  establishment,  the  firm  having  been  or- 


ganized in  March,  1881.  Their  works  on  South  Hall 
Street  always  contain  a  line  of  carriages  ready  for  the 
market,  but  they  manufacture  chiefly  to  order.  Wil- 
liam Wolf,  on  North  Seventh  Street,  and  Gackenbach 
&  Seislove's,  on  Church  and  Linden  Streets,  also 
make  to  order. 

Fire-Brick,  Etc. — The  pioneer  house  engaged  in 
the  manufacture  of  fire-bricks  in  the  Lehigh  Valley  is 
that  of  Ritter  &  Saylor.  Their  works  are  extensive,  and 
contribute  largely  to  the  city's  substantial  prosperity. 
This  industrial  enterprise  was  established  in  1854,  by 
Messrs.  Samuel  McHose  and  O.  A.  Ritter,  under  the 
firm-name  of  McHose  &  Ritter,  who  were  succeeded 
in  1873  by  Messrs.  Ritter  &  Saylor.  The  senior  mem- 
ber of  the  firm  has  since  died,  but  the  firm-name  re- 
mains the  same,  as  the  estate  of  the  late  O.  A.  Ritter 
retained  its  interest  in  the  business  up  till  the  time  the 
affairs  of  the  estate  were  settled  up,  when  it  was  trans- 
ferred to  C.  T.  Ritter,  a  son  of  the  deceased,  whose  in- 
terest in  the  concern  is  in  charge  of  Mr.  Joseph  B. 
Lewis.  The  executive  head  of  the  firm  is  Mr.  D.  0. 
Saylor,  who  is  also  president  of  the  Coplay  Cement 
Company.  The  industry  is  located  on  the  line  of  the 
Lehigh  Valley  Railroad,  between  Front,  Chew,  and 
Gordon  Streets,  and  the  buildings  comprising  the  plant 
cover  almost  the  entire  portion  of  the  site  mentioned, 
the  dimensions  of  which  are  two  hundred  and  ten 
feet  by  two  hundred  and  sixty  feet.  The  works  are 
thoroughly  equipped  with  the  most  modern  approved 
machinery,  especially  adapted  to  this  line  of  manu- 
facture, and  in  all  other  respects  are  provided  with 
every  improvement  that  will  tend  to  facilitate  speed 
and  perfection  of  product.  An  idea  of  the  magnitude 
of  the  works  maybe  gathered  from  the  statement  that 
the  aggregate  capacity  of  the  four  kilns  the  industry 
is  supplied  with  foots  up  one  hundred  and  thirty-four 
thousand  bricks,  while  the  capacity  of  the  total  annual 
output  amounts  to  the  enormous  quantity  of  over  three 
million  five  hundred  thousand  fire-brick  of  the  nine- 
inch  standard,  or  its  equivalent.  The  clay  used  is 
from  the  Woodbridge,  X.  J.,  mines,  and  is  brought 
here  in  boats  by  way  of  the  Lehigh  Canal.  The  pro- 
duct of  the  works  comprises  every  description  of  fire- 
brick for  blast-furnaces,  rolling-mills,  steel-mills, 
foundries,  and  gas-works,  and  every  conceivable  shape 
and  size  for  any  purpose  where  fire-brick  is  used.  A 
full  line  of  regular  shapes  are  constantly  on  hand, 
and  odd  shapes,  slabs,  and  tiles  for  various  purposes 
are  made  to  order.  Usually  about  ninety  men  are 
employed,  and  motive-power  is  furnished  by  an  engine 
of  fifty  horse-power. 

The  Industrial  Fire-Brick  Works,  owned  by  Joseph 
Downing,  may  properly  be  called  one  of  the  manu- 
facturing industries  of  the  city,  though  located  just 
outside  its  limits  in  East  Allentown.  The  works  were 
established  in  1873  by  Downey  &  Lewis,  who  were 
succeeded  in  1875  by  Mr.  Joseph  Downing,  who  has 
since  conducted  them.  Several  buildings  are  occu- 
pied, and  there  are  in  use  two  kilns,  their  capacity 
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being  thirty  thousand  and  thirty-three  thousand 
brick,  respectively.  The  number  of  hands  employed 
is  thirty,  and  the  number  of  bricks  produced  average 
one  hundred  and  ten  thousand  per  month.  Mr.  Down- 
ing manufactures  brick  of  all  kind,  including  fire- 
brick, furnace-blocks,  stove-brick,  and  makes  a  spe- 
cialty of  rolling-mill,  blast-furnace,  and  gas-brick. 
Although  having  a  very  large  number  of  brick  pat- 
terns on  hand  and  in  use,  Mr.  Downing  manufactures 
other  patterns  of  peculiar  sizes  and  shapes  to  order. 
The  clay  used  is  that  from  the  mines  at  Woodbridge, 
N.  J.,  and  the  sand  is  secured  at  Lehigh  Gap. 

Building  Bricks  were  manufactured  at  least  fifty 
years  ago  by  John  Nonnemacher,  Henry  Worman, 
and  Jacob  Egge.  John  Nonnemacher,  son  of  the 
above-named,  began  brick-making  about  the  year 
1838,  and  followed  it  until  very  recent  years.  The 
business  is  still  continued  by  his  sons,  who  have  two 
kilns,  one  at  the  foot  of  Fifth  Street  and  the  other  at 
Third  and  Union  Streets.  The  capacity  of  the  two  is 
not  far  from  two  million  bricks  per  season.  William 
J.  Egge,  son  of  the  early  brick-maker,  Jacob  Egge,  is 
one  of  the  present  manufacturers  in  this  line,  and  has 
a  partner, — W.  P.  Huber.  They  started  in  business 
about  1877.  They  employ  a  number  of  hands,  ope- 
rate two  kilns,  and  produce  on  the  average  twelye  to 
fifteen  thousand  bricks  per  day.  S.  &  W.  Roth  carry 
on  the  business  quite  extensively  at  the  corner  of 
Third  and  Gordon  Streets,  and  on  Tenth  Street.  In 
both  together  they  have  employed  as  many  as  sixty 
men,  and  manufactured  as  many  as  thirty  thousand 
bricks  per  day,  or  three  and  a  half  million  per  season. 
The  large  yard  on  Third  Street  was  opened  in  1857  by 
Samuel  Roth,  who  conducted  the  business  alone  until 
1861,  when  his  brother  was  admitted  to  partnership. 
Others  engaged  in  this  branch  of  industry  are  David 
Mastern,  on  Tenth  Street  above  Liberty;  Daniel 
Schmoyer,  on  Ninth  Street;  and  G.  C.  Sensenbach,  at 
the  foot  of  Penn  Street. 

Marble  Works. — The  first  marble  cutter  mentioned 
in  the  public  prints  is  Jacob  Biebighouse,  who  had  a 
shop  in  1842  near  the  German  Lutheran  Church. 
There  were  doubtless  others  before  him  in  the  same 
time  and  after.  The  business  is  now  carried  on  by  J. 
M.  Romig  &  Brother,  A.  W.  Schmeyer  &  Co.,  E.  H. 
Lentz,  and  W.  J.  Weiden.  J.  M.  Romig  started  in 
the  business  in  1875,  and  one  year  later  his  brother, 
William  J.,  and  Oscar  J.  Keck  became  associated 
with  him.  The  latter  retired  in  1879,  since  which 
time  the  firm-name  has  been  as  at  present.  This  firm 
employs  sixteen  to  eighteen  hands.  They  manufac- 
ture all  kinds  of  monuments,  tombstones,  and  mantels, 
and  deal  in  marble,  brownstone,  and  granite.  A.  W. 
Schmeyer  &  Co.  were  established  a  number  of  years 
ago,  but  have  been  operated  by  the  present  firm  only 
since  1880.  They  employ  ten  hands,  and  produce 
almost  everything  in  the  line  of  monuments  and  archi- 
tectural work.  Walter  Losch  established  himself  in 
the  business  in  1867. 


Tanning'. — A  tannery  was  established  by  one 
Mertz  on  Water  Street  about  fifty  years  ago,  and 
carried  on  by  him  for  a  long  period.  He  was  suc- 
ceeded by  William  Moser,  who  in  turn  was  followed 
by  his  son  and  namesake  in  1878. 

The  largest  tannery  in  the  county  is  that  of  Mosser 
&  Keck,  located  in  East  Allentown,  but  practically 
one  of  the  industries  of  the  city,  of  which  the  pro- 
prietors, J.  K.  Moser  and  Thomas  Keck,  are  both 
natives.  The  business  was  established  in  1859  by 
Moser,  Keck  &  Co.,  which  constituted  the  firm  until 
1875,  when  the  present  one  was  organized.  Though 
originally  founded  upon  a  limited  scale,  the  resources 
of  the  firm  have  gradually  Increased,  aifording  facili- 
ties at  the  present  time  for  the  transaction  of  a  trade 
which  extends  throughout  the  country.  Two  plants 
are  owned  and  operated  by  the  firm,  one  of  which  is 
located  in  East  Allentown,  and  the  other  at  Williams- 
port,  Pa.  The  former  is  desirably  situated  on  the  Le- 
high and  Susquehanna  Division  of  the  New  Jersey 
Central  Railroad,  and  occupies  about  four  acres  of 
ground,  upon  which  are  extensive  buildings,  shed- 
dings,  etc.  The  main  building  is  three  hundred  and 
sixty-six  feet  long,  forty-two  feet  deep,  with  two 
wings,  forty  by  fifty  each.  Forty  to  fifty  men  are 
engaged  here,  and  the  mechanical  appliances,  which 
are  very  complete,  are  operated  by  an  eighty  horse- 
power steam-engine  and  a  battery  of  three  boilers. 
The  firm  manufacture  exclusively  the  Union  sole 
leather,  using  in  its  tanning  about  twelve  to  fifteen 
per  cent,  of  oak  and  eighty-five  per  cent,  hemlock 
bark.  They  annually  tan  about  thirty  thousand 
hides,  and  use  about  seven  hundred  car-loads  of  bark 
of  ten  tons  each.  Besides  the  Williamsport  tannery, 
which  is  still  larger  than  the  one  here,  the  firm  has 
extensive  warehouses  in  New  York  and  Boston. 

Walter  J.  Grim  has'  been  engaged  in  the  currying 
or  finishing  of  leather  since  1858,  and  Jacob  Burger 
and  Milton  Focht  have  followed  the  same  business 
respectively  about  seven  and  five  years. 

Breweries.— The  brewery  conducted  by  Joseph 
Lieberman,  corner  Sixth  and  Union  Streets,  was 
built  about  1845.  It  comprises  several  substantial 
buildings,  and  is  known  as  the  Eagle  Brewery.  Six 
or  seven  men  are  employed,  a  capital  of  about  ten 
thousand  dollars  is  invested  (besides  that  in  the  build- 
ings), and  about  seven  thousand  barrels  of  beer  are 
produced  annually. 

Mr.  Lieberman,  who  is  the  son  of  Peter  and  Marta 
Lieberman,  was  born  in  Immendingen,  Province  of 
Baden,  on  the  21st  of  March,  1831.  His  boyhood  was 
spent  with  his  parents,  habits  of  industry  having  been 
inculcated  from  his  earliest  years.  He  thus  rendered 
himself  independent  in  youth  by  employment  as  a 
teamster  in  various  parts  of  the  country,  and  during 
intervals  engaged  in  general  labor.  In  1854,  in  com- 
pany with  his  father,  mother,  their  seven  children,  and 
the  grandmother,  he  emigrated  to  America,  landingin 
New  York  City.    Soon  after  the  family  removed  to 
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Easton,  Pa.,  where  Joseph  became  for  one  year  an 
employ^  of  the  Cooper  Furnace,  at  Phillipsburg. 
This  period  was  succeeded  by  a  brief  interval  as  as- 
sistant in  a  saw-mill,  after  which  he  removed  to  Kan- 
sas, and  located  in  Leavenworth  City,  in  the  vicinity 
of  which  he  remained  one  year.  Returning  to  Penn- 
sylvania, he  settled  at  White  Haven,  Luzerne  Co.,  en- 
gaging for  a  while  in  general  labor,  and  later  becoming 
the  lessee  of  a  saw-mill.  Here  he  resided  for  five  years, 
and  was,  in  1857,  married  to  Miss  Waldburga  Danager, 
of  Immendingen.  Their  children  are  Mary,  John  B., 
Frank  (deceased),  Florentina,  Joseph,  and  Charles. 
In  1860,  Mr.  Lieberman  removed  to  Warren  County, 
N.  J.,  and  a  year  and  a  half  later,  to  Northampton 
County,  where  he  engaged  in  farming  and  lumbering. 
In  the  fall  of  1864,  Allentown  became  his  home. 
Here  he  speedily  became  identified  with  the  business 
enterprises  of  the  city  as  a  brewer,  and  as  director  of 
the  EUiger  Real-Estate  Company.  He  is  also  one  of 
the  directors  of  the  Standard  Slate  Quarry,  of  Steins- 
ville.  Pa.,  of  the  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company, 
and  was  president  of  the  Lehigh  County  Safe-Deposit 
and  Trust  Company.  He  has  been  largely  interested 
in  real-estate  transactions  and  active  in  the  erection 
of  buildings  within  the  city  limits.  In  1873,  in  com- 
pany with  his  wife  and  four  children,  Mr.  Lieberman 
made  an  European  tour,  and  remained  ten  months 
abroad.  In  1881  he  found  his  health  greatly  bene- 
fited by  a  similar  trip,  though  limited  in  time  to  ten 
weeks.  Mr.  Lieberman,  while  voting  the  Democratic 
ticket,  is  not  active  as  a  politician.  The  family  are 
all  devout  Catholics  and  members  of  the  G^erman 
Catholic  Church  of  Allentown. 

The  Germania  Brewery  was  established  by  Benedict 
Nuding  in  1878.  It  is  in  the  rear  of  the  Germania 
Hotel,  on  Seventh  Street,  also  owned  by  Mr.  Nuding, 
from  which  it  takes  its  name.  The  brew-house  is 
fi%-one  by  seventy  feet  and  three  stories  in  height. 
The  capacity  of  the  brewery,  when  running  full  force, 
is  from  four  thousand  to  five  thousand  barrels  per 
year,  and  the  demand  for  the  article  has  kept  the  pro- 
duction up  to  the  higher  figure  almost  constantly. 

Daniel  Wise  started  a  brewery  in  1851,  which  he 
sold  in  1859  to  his  son,  James,  who  carried  it  on  for  a 
number  of  years. 

Miscellaneous  Industries.  — Besides  the  various 
establishments  which  have  already  been  classified 
and  briefly  described,  there  are  others  of  importance. 
Among  them  Wolf  &  Hamakers'  middlings  purifier 
works,  the  Allentown  Pottery,  soap  and  candle  works, 
etc.  Another  establishment,  which,  though  not  lo- 
cated in  the  city,  had  its  origin  and  is  now  managed 
here,  the  Allentown  Manufacturing  Company,  de- 
serves and  will  receive  mention  in  this  connection. 

Candles  were  manufactured  here  as  early  as  1839 
by  Joseph  Broglie.  In  1876  the  steam  soap  and 
candle  works  were  established  by  E.  M.  Earle.  The 
manufactory  occupies  a  large  two-story  building  near 
the  Lehigh  Valley  Railroad  Station,  and  employs 


several  hands.  About  two  hundred  thousand  pounds 
of  soap  and  one  hundred  thousand  pounds  of  candles 
are  produced  annually,  for  which  a  market  is  found 
in  the  Lehigh  Valley,  Schuylkill  coal  regions,  and 
Central  New  Jersey. 

The  AllentoAvn  Manufacturing  Company's  works 
employed  in  the  production  of  bone-phosphates  and 
ready-mixed  oil-paints  are  at  Helfrich's  Springs,  sev- 
eral miles  from  the  city,  but  the  oflSce  is  in  this  city. 
The  company  was  incorporated  in  1877,  prior  to  which 
time  the  business  was  carried  on  by  individuals. 

The  Allentown  Pottery,  located  on  Penn  Street, 
near  Gordon,  was  established  by  Charles  Bach,  its 
present  proprietor,  in  1869.  Quite  a  trade  has  been 
built  up  in  jars,  milk-pots,  jugs,  flower-pots,  hang- 
ing-baskets, vases,  and  other  articles  of  earthenware 
manufactured  here. 

Cigar-box  manufacture  was  begun  by  John  M.  Ste- 
vens in  1876,  who  has  occupied  since  1881  a  three- 
story  brick  building  forty  feet  square.  He  employs 
steam-power,  and  gives  work  to  a  number  of  hands, 
producing  as  many  as  seventy-five  thousand  boxes  per 
week. 

Paper  boxes  and  paper  bags  are  manufactured  by 
H.  T.  Rose,  who  employs  six  hands  at  his  establish- 
ments, started  in  1880.  R.  M.  Rex  is  also  engaged  in 
this  industry. 

Benjamin  F.  Heinbach  has  been  engaged  since  1859 
in  the  manufacture  of  burial-caskets  and  the  various 
goods  required  by  undertakers.  He  employs  about 
half  a  dozen  hands. 

A  brush  manufactory  was  established  by  B.  Os- 
wald in  1877,  and  his  business  has  increased  so  that 
he  now  occupies  a  good-sized  two-story  building,  and 
employs  twelve  or  more  hands. 

A  manufactory  of  belting  is  carried  on  by  W.  R. 
Hicks. 

Wolf  &  Hamaker,  at  their  works  on  South  Third 
Street,  employ  about  thirt}'  men  in  the  manufacture 
of  their  middlings  purifier,  which  was  patented  in 
1879  and  1880. 

The  manufacture  of  blank-books  of  all  kinds  has 
been  extensively  carried  on  by  Wright  &  Keiser  since 
December,  1882.  J.  H.  Wright  began  in  the  business 
in  1876,  and  his  partnership  with  F.  B.  Keiser  was 
formed  six  years  later. 

The  Press  of  Early  Days  and  the  Present.— The 
oldest  paper  in  the  county  is  the  Unabhamgige  Ee- 
publihmer  (the  "Independent  Republican"),  estab- 
lished two  years  prior  to  the  formation  of  Lehigh 
County  by  Christian  Jacob  Hutter,  who  was  also 
the  publisher  of  a  German  and  an  English  paper  at 
the  county-seat,— Easton.  The  first  number  ap- 
peared on  July  27,  1810,  the  size  being  seventeen  by 
twenty-one  inches.  It  was  conducted  by  Charles  L. 
Hutter,  a  son  of  the  proprietor.  The  paper  always 
has  been,  and  is  to-day.  Democratic  in  its  politics, 
but  in  order  to  explain  its  peculiar  title  it  is  necessary 
to  state  that  at  the  time  it  was  established  the  new 
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Democratic  party  was  named  the  Eepublican  or  free 
government  party,  while  the  opposition  party  showed 
some  loyalty  to  the  British  government.  In  his  salu- 
tatory to  the  readers  of  the  paper  the  editor  said,— 

"lamaBepublican  in  the  strongest  sense  of  the  word;  I  love  lib- 
erty, my  country,  and  its  Jaws,  and  despise  all  despotism.  I  shall  act 
independently  in  all  things,  hut  shall  obey  all  laws  made  by  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  people.  All  strict  partisans  I  shall  follow  with  a 
watchful  eye,  for  they  are  either  men  who  do  not  think  for  themselves 
or  are  ofBce-hunter^.  I  shall  oppose  all  men  who,  under  the  mask  of 
Federalism,  promote  the  interests  of  the  king  of  England;  and  finally, 
I  will  not  take  a  man  for  what  he  pretends  to  be,  but  will  judge  the' 
tree  by  itB  fruit." 

Charles  L.  Hutter  conducted  the  paper  until  July, 
1812,  when  he  became  the  proprietor,  as  his  father. 
Christian  J.,  who  was  captain  of  a  military  company, 
was  called  into  active  service  in  the  war  between  the 
United  States  and  Great  Britain.^  Mr.  Hutter  re- 
tained the  proprietorship  of  the  paper  until  No- 
vember, 1820,  when  George  Hanke  became  the  pro- 
prietor of  the  establishment.  He  died  in  February, 
1824,  and  the  paper  was  published  by  his  widow  until 
June  of  the  same  year,  when  Charles  L.  Hutter,  the 
former  proprietor,  again  assumed  control,  and  con- 
tinued to  be  its  editor  and  proprietor  until  his  decease, 
which  occurred  in  September,  1830.  His  brother, 
Edwin  W.  Hutter  (who  afterwards  became  a  minister 
of  the  gospel),  then  took  charge  of  the  paper,  and 
continued  its  publication  for  a  number  of  years. 

From  the  time  of  its  establishment  until  1834  no 
great  improvements  were  made  on  the  paper ;  it  was 
printed  with  large  type  on  coarse  dark  paper.  In 
the  latter  year,  however,  it  was  enlarged  to  twenty- 
one  by  twenty-eight  inches,  better  paper  was  used, 
and  the  general  appearance  of  the  paper  assumed  a 
more  modern  style. 

In  March,  1839,  Reuben  Bright  became  the  proprie- 
tor, who  published  the  paper  until  December,  1841, 
when  it  passed  into  the  hands  of  James  W.  Wilson, 
a  relative  of  the  Hutter  family.  In  June,  1849,  he 
enlarged  the  paper  to  twenty-two  by  thirty -two  inches, 
and  in  January,  1853,  to  twenty-four  by  thirty-eight 
inches.  Mr.  Wilson  also  made  other  marked  im- 
provements, giving  the  paper  a  business-like  and 
prosperous  appearance. 

In  August,  1854,  Reuben  Bright  and  Ephraim  B. 
Harlacher  purchased  the  establishment.  With  this 
change  the  paper  passed  from  the  hands  of  the 
Hutter  family,  who  had,  with  the  exception  of  a  few 
years,  control  of  it  for  forty-two  years.  In  January, 
1858,  Mr.  Bright  withdrew  from  the  firm,  and  B.  F. 
Trexler  took  his  place.  In  June  of  the  same  year 
Nelson  Weiser  entered  as  a  partner,  the  firm-name 
being  Trexler,  Harlacher  &  Weiser.  The  subscription- 
list  of  the  paper  had  now  assumed  such  proportions 
that  the  hand-press,  on  which  it  had  been  printed  for 

1  On  the  9th  of  September,  1814,  the  editor  made  the  announcement 
that  he  and  two  of  his  employes  had  enlisted  in  the  military  service, 
and  would  leave  for  the  seat  of  war,  in  consequence  of  which  the  paper 
would  only  be  issued  in  half-sheets  until  their  return. 


SO  many  years,  was  too  slow  to  supply  the  demand, 
and  a  power-press  was  substituted  in  its  place. 

In  June,  1867,  Mr.  Trexler  withdrew  from  the  firm, 
and  Messrs.  Harlacher  &  Weiser  continued  the  pub- 
lication of  the  paper.  In  1869  the  paper  was  en- 
larged to  twenty-eight  by  forty  inches,  and  otherwise 
improved.  In  March,  1874,  Mr.  Weiser  withdrew, 
and  Mr.  Harlacher  became  the  sole  proprietor  of  the 
establishment.  In  July,  1875,  he  sold  it  to  Einn  & 
Schlechter,  who  are  the  present  proprietors.  In 
March,  1878,  the  paper  was  enlarged  to  thirty  by 
forty-flve  inches,  which  is  its  present  size. 

The  paper  had,  during  the  many  years  of  its  exist- 
ence, its  "ups"  and  "downs,"  like  other  similar  un- 
dertakings, but  at  the  present  time  it  is  in  a  most 
flourishing  condition.  Lehigh  County  being  Demo- 
cratic, it  is  the  German  oflicial  organ.  The  principles 
as  propounded  by  the  founder  of  the  paper  are  still 
upheld,  and  the  paper  is  true  to  its  name  and  its  mis- 
sion. Of  the  former  publishers  only  three  are  now 
living,  viz.:  James  W.  Wilson,  Ephraim  B.  Har- 
lacher, and  Benjamin  F.  Trexler. 

Der  Friedens  Bote  ("  Messenger  of  Peace" )  and  Lecha 
County  Anzeiger  was  the  second  paper  established  in 
Allentown,  and  was  by  a  little  more  than  two  years 
the  junior  of  the  JRepublikaner,  its  initial  issue  being 
made  Sept.  28,  1812.     The  proprietors  were  Joseph 
Ehrenfried  and  Henry  Ebner.     In  politics  the  Frie- 
dens Bote  was  independent,  but  it  was  opposed  to  the 
war  which  had  then  opened  with  Great  Britain,  and 
hence  its  name.    In  September,  1814,  Mr.  Ehrenfried 
was  drafted  for  service  in  the  war  which  he  had  edi- 
torially deprecated,  and  marched  with  the  militia  to 
Marcus  Hook.     The  paper  was  from  that  time  con- 
ducted by  Mr.  Ebner  alone  until  June  1,  1821,  when 
Frederick  G.  Rtitze  became  associated  with  him,  under 
the  firm-name  of  Henry  Ebner  &  Co.     On  Jan.  1, 
1831,  the  paper  was  bought  by  Augustus  Grater  and 
Alexander  A.  Blumer,  who  continued  to  issue  it  for 
four  years,  under  the  firm-name  of  Grater  &  Blumer. 
On    Jan.  1,  1834,  the  firm  became  Alexander  A.  & 
W.  H.  Blumer.    The  paper,  which  was  originally  and 
up  to  this  time  a  four-column  sheet,  eleven  by  seven- 
teen inches,  was  now  enlarged  to  five  columns,  making 
the  size  of  the  page  fourteen  by  nineteen  inches.   The 
publication-office  was  removed  to   the  building  on 
Hamilton   Street,   opposite  the    German    Reformed 
Church,  and  one  door  below  the  present  oflBce.     Vic- 
tor Blumer  became  associated  with  his  brothers  on 
Jan.  1,  1840.     A  little  over  two  years  later.  May  4, 
1842,  Alexander  A.  Blumer  died,  and  the  paper  was 
then  carried  on  by  V.  &  W.  Blumer  until  Jan.  1, 1844, 
when  the  firm  became  Blumer  &  Bush,  Victor  Blumer 
retaining  his  interest  and  Charles  S.  Bush  buying  that 
of  his  brother.     In  1847  they  enlarged  the  sheet  to 
six  columns.     E.  D.  Leisenring  entered  the  firm  Jan. 
1,  1850,  the  style  becoming  Blumer,  Bush  &  Leisen- 
ring, and  so  remaining  until  July  1,  1857,  when  Mr. 
Bush  withdrew.     The  paper  was  again  enlarged,  and 
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on  Jan.  1,  1858,  Henry  A.  Blumer  became  a  partner 
in  the  house.  On  July  4,  1860,  he  gave  place  to  Eli 
J.  Saeger.  Victor  Blumer  died  Aug.  24,  1860,  and  in 
the  spring  of  the  following  year  the  firm-name  was 
changed  to  Saeger  &  LeLsenring.  On  Sept.  6,  1865, 
Mr.  Saeger  withdrew,  and  I.  F.  Walter  and  J.  T.  Col- 
ver  became  associated  with  the  remaining  partner, 
under  the  firm-name  of  E.  D.  Leisenring  &  Co.  Two 
years  later  the  paper  was  enlarged  to  its  present  size, 
— eight  columns, — and  in  1870  a  new  firm  was  formed, 
under  the  name  of  Leisenring,  Trexler  &  Co.  Mr. 
B.  F.  Trexler  brought  into  the  house  thus  formed  the 
Welt  Bote,  the  publication  of  which  was  continued  in 
connection  with  the  Friedens  Bote.  In  September, 
1877,  J.  T.  Colver  retired  from  the  firm  and  W.  J. 
Hartzell  entered  it,  but  no  change  in  name  was  made. 
On  Feb.  20,  1882,  occurred  the  death  of  Mr.  E.  D. 
Leisenring,  and  then  the  firm  became  as  at  present, 
Trexler  &  Hartzell.  The  circulation  of  the  Friedens 
Bote  is  claimed  to  be  larger  than  that  of  any  other 
paper  in  the  county.  It  is  a  model  of  German  local 
journalism. 

The  two  other  secular  German  newspapers  pub- 
lished by  Messrs.  Trexler  &  Hartzell,  although  much 
less  venerable  than  the  Friedens  Bote,  we  will  briefly 
treat  of  in  this  connection  for  the  reason  that  both 
were  established  by  Mr.  B.  F.  Trexler. 

The  Welt  Bote  ("  Messenger  of  the  World")  was  first 
issued  by  him  on  Nov.  25,  1854,  and  was  printed  reg- 
ularly after  Jan.  27,  1855.  From  1858  to  1868  this 
paper  was  published  in  connection  with  the  Republi- 
kaner  by  the  firm  of  Trexler,  Harlacher  &  Weiser; 
then  again  by  Mr.  Trexler  alone  until  1870,  when  it 
came  under  the  management  of  the  firm  then  pub- 
lishing the  Friedens  Bote.  The  increase  in  the  circu- 
lation of  the  Welt  Bote  has  increased,  on  the  average, 
about  one  thousand  copies  per  year.  It  is  sent  into 
almost  every  State  and  Territory  in  the  Union,  and 
also  into  Canada  and  Europe.  As  its  name  implies, 
it  is  a  newspaper  for  the  whole  world,  and  it  is  read 
wherever  there  are  Germans.  By  the  Welt  Bote  the 
name  of  Allentown  has  doubtless  been  made  more 
widely  known  than  by  any  other  means,  and  it  would 
be  a  serious  loss  to  the  place  should  it  be  removed  to 
Washington  or  some  other  larger  city,  as  has  been 
sometimes  contemplated.  The  size  of  the  sheet  is 
fourteen  and  one-half  by  twenty-two  and  one-half 
inches,  and  it  is  well  filled  with  literary  matter  and 
news  of  especial  interest  to  the  Germans  of  the  United 
States  and  those  of  the  Fatherland  as  well. 

The  Lccha  Bote  (the  "  Lehigh  Messenger")  is  a  Ger- 
man local  tri-weekly  journal,  started  as  a  daily  by 
Mr.  Trexler  in  1869,  under  the  name  of  the  Staadt  mid 
Land  Bote,  and  changed  to  its  present  name  and  issue 
in  1877.  Like  the  Friedens  Bote  and  the  Welt  Bote, 
it  is  now  published  by  Trexler  &  Hartzell. 

Benjamin  F.  Trexler,  senior  proprietor  and  editor 
of  the  three  publications  of  which  we  have  given  the 
history,  is  a  descendant  of  Peter  Trexler,  a  German 


who  emigrated  to  America  in  or  before  the  year  1723, 
and   settled    in   what    is    now   Berks   County,   from 
whence  he  repaired  to  Lehigh  County  as  the  earliest 
wliite  settler  in  Macungie.     In  the  direct  line  of  de- 
scent was  Ferdinand,  a  resident  of  the  latter  place, 
whose  son  Benjamin   resided  in  Berks  County,  and 
married  Rachel   Wetzel,  of  the  same  county.     Her 
children   were  two    sons   and   two   daughters.     The 
youngest  and  only  survivor,  Benjamin  F.,  a  native  of 
Berks  County,  was  born  Feb.  25,  1827,  and  when  but 
a  lad  removed  on  the  death  of  his  father  to  Lehigh 
County,  where  his  youth  was  spent.     His  educational 
opportunities  were  limited  to  the  schools  of  the  neigh- 
borhood, after  which,  at  the  early  age  of  thirteen,  he 
removed  to  Allentown,  with  a  view  to  learning  the 
printer's  art  in  the  office  of  the  Friedens  Bote.    At 
the  age  of  twenty-one  he  became  a  partner  of  Eeuben 
Guth  in  the  publication  of  the.  Lehigh  Patriot,  a  Whig 
journal,  which  he  continued  to  issue  until  1854,  when 
for  political  reasons  his  connection  with  this  journal 
was  severed,   and   he   established  the    Welt  Bote,  of 
which  he  still  continues  the  publisher.     He  is  also 
the   projector   of   a   religious   monthly   entitled   the 
Zeichen  der  Zeit  and  a  farmer's  monthly,  the  Bauern 
Journal,  both  of  which  were  later  sold.     Mr.  Trexler, 
in  1858,  acquired  an  interest  and  became  editor  of  The 
Unabhcengiger  Repuhlikaner,  which   he    subsequently 
disposed  of,  and  in  1868  established  a  German  daily 
known  as  the  Staadt  und  Land  Bote,  which  is  still 
issued,  having  been  merged   into  a  tri-weekly.    In 
1870  he  acquired  an  interest  in  the  Friedens  Bote,  in 
the  management  of  which  he   actively  participates. 
Mr.  Trexler  was  married  in  1849  to  Miss  Diana  M. 
Walter,  daughter  of   David  Walter,  of  Allentown. 
Their  children  are  two  sons,  Herman  A.  and  Julius 
W.     In  his  political  predilections  Mr.  Trexler  is  a 
Democrat,  though  maintaining  a  firm  neutrality  in 
his  publications.     While  not  in  the  strictest  sense  a 
politician,   he  has   evinced   a  keen   interest  in  the 
public  questions  of  the  day,  and  at  times  participated 
in  the  active  work  of  a  political  campaign.     He  has 
been    more    especially   identified    with   journalistic 
work,  and  in  that  capacity  has  left  his  impress  upon 
the  public  mind,  as  elucidated  in  the  present  extract 
from  the  pen  of  a  brother  journalist :  "  Mr.  Trexler 
is  a  gentleman  of  whom  the  English-speaking  public 
do  not  know  as  much  as  they  should,  because  his  per- 
sonal work  and  influence  are  applied  almost  wholly 
to  his  fellow-countrymen  from  Germany,  who  have 
come  to  make  their  homes  here.     In  their  religious 
interest  he  marked  out  for  himself  a  line  of  action 
some  twenty  years  ago,  and  in  it  he  has  achieved  a 
very  useful  and  eminent  success.     He  undertook  to 
counteract  the  quite  general   tendency  towards  in- 
fidelity that  prevailed  among  the  foreign  Germans  in 
America  at  that  time,  and  addressed  them  in  an  edi- 
tion of  five  hundred  copies  of  a  German  weekly 
paper  called  the  Welt  BoU,  which  probably  started 
with  fewer  subscribers   than  any  other  journalistic 
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enterprise  of  the  kind  in  America,  and  not  many  of 
those  who  read  the  first  number  guessed  what  a 
power  the  modest  enterprise  would  develop.  Mr. 
Trexler's  sound  Protestant  logic,  and  his  ability  in 
argument,  made  so  favorable  an  impression  on  the 
German  thought  of  this  country  that  the  We/f  Bofc 
found  a  glad  welcome,  and  speedily  became  in  very 
general  demand.  Its  circulation  has  grown  to  within 
a  few  of  twenty  thousand  copies,  all  of  which  are 
paid  for  in  advance.  Comparatively  few  copies  are 
circulated  in  this  vicinity,  but  throughout  the  West 
and  Southwest,  and  wherever  there  are  German  settle- 
ments, the  Wdf  Bote  is  the  popular  religious  family 
journal,  and  a  considerable  edition  is  sent  to  sub- 
scribers in  Germany.  With  all  his  scholarly  attain- 
ments and  eflBcient  business  ability,  Mr.  Trexler  is 
retiring  in  disposition  and  not  at  all  inclined  to  seek 
a  conspicuous  place  among  his  fellow-men,  but  his 
true  worth  of  character,  his  sterling  qualities,  and  his 
benevolent  and  sociable  disposition  have  made  him 
beloved  by  a  wide  circle  of  friends." 

The  first  English  journal  in  the  county  was  the 
Lehigh  Cnttinel,  established  in  June,  1817,  by  Charles 
L.  Hutter.  It  was  a  small  five-column  sheet,  of  Dem- 
ocratic proclivities,  and  bore  the  brave  motto, — 

"  Here  shall  the  press  the  people's  rights  proclaim, 
Unawed  by  iolluence  aod  unbribed  by  gain." 

On  Nov.  6,  1820,  it  was  announced  that  Charles  L. 
Hutter  having  been  elected  sheriflT  of  Lehigh  County, 
and  having  relinquished  the  printing  business  in  con- 
sequence thereof,  the  Centinel  would  be  published  by 
the  editor  of  the  Eaaton  Centinel,  Christian  J.  Hutter. 
The  paper  was  continued  only  two  or  three  years,  as 
there  were  not  a  sufficient  number  of  English  readers 
to  give  it  requisite  support. 

The  AUentown  Democrat  began  life  as  the  Lehigh 
Bulletin,  in  1837,  and  is  now  the  oldest  English  neiys- 
paper  in  the  county.  John  Eoyer,  the  founder  of  the 
Bulletin,  issued  a  specimen  sheet  on  a  Wednesday  in 
January,  1837,  and  circulated  it  gratuitously.  He 
said,  editorially,  "Being  sensibly  aware  that  many 
who  have  an  inclination  to  subscribe  for  an  English 
paper  to  be  located  in  AUentown  would  prefer  seeing 
its  number,  size,  quality,  and  probable  contents.  Un- 
der these  impressions  we  present  you  with  this  sheet, 
fondly  hoping  that  it  may  meet  with  your  approba- 
tion and  support"  [sic). 

Mr.  Royer  proposed  to  issue  the  paper  "as  early  in 
the  spring  as  it  was  possible  for  him  to  bring  his 
printing-office  from  Philadelphia  by  canal."  The 
first  regular  issue  was  made  April  26,  1837.  The 
paper  was  a  very  fair  specimen  of  the  "art  preserva- 
tive of  all  arts,"  and  was  a  six-column  quarto.  The 
subscription  price  was  two  dollars  per  annum,  which, 
in  proportion  to  size  and  quality,  was  dearer  than 
twenty  dollars  would  now  be  for  the  Demoorat.  In 
his  salutatory  Mr.  Eoyer  forecast  the  policy  of  the 
paper  as  follows: 


"  Aware  of  the  futility  of  promises,  it  is  the  intention  of  the  subscriber 
to  make  as  few  as  the  nature  of  this  prospectus  will  admit.  Let  it  suf- 
fice, then,  to  say  that  the  Bullrliii  will  be  conducted  on  firm  and  decided 
Demt K' ratio  princiiiles ;  and  when  public  men  and  measures  are  noticed, 
it  will  be  in  a  spirit  of  moderation  and  candor.  "We  shall  always  give 
the  earliest  foreign  and  domestic  intelligence.  The  proceedings  of  Con- 
gress and  our  Stale  Legislature  will  receive  our  early  attention.  The 
approaching  convention  for  Ibe  purpose  of  altering  and  improving  our 
State  Constitution,  which  has  created  much  anxiety  among  the  people, 
their  proceedings,  speeches,  etc.,  we  shall  give  at  length.  Education 
and  agriculture  will  receive  a  conspicuous  share  of  the  paper.  A  rea- 
sonable portion  of  its  columns  will  be  devoted  to  Jocularity,  morality, 
satire,  sportive  notes,  anecdotes,  physic,  philosophy,  history,  poetry,  etc., 
in  short,  everything  which  can  interest  or  amuse  the  hearts  and  minds 
of  this  great,  free,  and  reading  nation.  A  number  of  the  above-men- 
tioned subjects  will  be  occasionally  illustrated  by  splendid  cuts  furnished 
by  an  able  artist." 


The  remaining  history  of  this  journal  is  brief,  as 
there  are  but  few  changes  of  proprietorship  to  be 
recorded.  Mr.  Royer,  after  conducting  the  Bulletin  a 
few  years,  changed  its  name  to  the  Democrat,  and  in 
August,  1847,  a  little  over  ten  years  from  the  time  he 
had  established  it,  he  sold  the  property  to  James  Eaf- 
ferty  and  Mr.  Hannum.  In  August,  1850,  Mr.  Han- 
num  purchased  his  partner's  interest,  and  he  then  car- 
ried on  the  Democrat  as  sole  proprietor  until  July  1, 
1859.  Upon  that  date  C.  Frank  Haines  and  Augustus 
L.  Ruhe  bought  the  paper,  the  latter  being  a  silent 
partner,  though  he  took  a  prominent  part  in  the  busi- 
ness and  editorial  management.  The  paper  had  de- 
teriorated in  quality  and  lost  patronage,  both  from 
that  reason  and  the  additional  one  that  the  editor  had 
not  been  in  accord  with  the  prevailing  sentiment  of 
the  party.  The  new  proprietors  began  the  arduous 
task  of  building  up  a  reputation  for  the  Democrat,  and 
by  judicious  management  and  industrious  applica- 
tion succeeded  not  only  in  regaining  all  that  had  been 
lost  but  in  advancing  the  paper  to  a  condition  of  pros- 
perity far  beyond  any  before  attained.  On  July  1, 
1865,  Augustus  L.  Ruhe  sold  his  interest  to  his  son, 
Werner  K.  Ruhe,  who  has  since  been  and  is  now  associ- 
ated with  Mr.  Haines  under  the  firm-name  of  Haines 
&  Euhe.  Mr.  Haines,  upon  whom  the  editorial  work 
chiefly  devolves,  evidently  is  a  firm  believer  in  the 
doctrine  that  eternal  vigilance  is  the  price  of  a  good 
newspaper,  and  in  the  Democrat  has  set  an  example 
which  is  worthy  the  emulation  of  all  proprietors  of 
weekly  local  journals.  He  has  made  everything  else 
secondary  to  the  presentation,  in  the  most  readable 
form,  of  local  news,  and  each  number  of  the  paper  is 
the  history  of  a  week's  local  happenings  and  of  all 
that  is  especially  interesting  to  the  people  of  Lehigh 
County  and  adjacent  territory.  By  constant  watch- 
fulness and  work  the  Democrat  has  been  made  a  model 
local  newspaper,  and  its  circulation  runs  up  to  the 
remarkably  high  figure  of  three  thousand  copies  per 
week. 

Augustus  L.  Ruhe,  for  several  years  one  of  the  pro- 
prietors of  the  Democrat,  and  the  founder  of  the  Begis- 
ter,  is  of  an  old  AUentown  family.  John  F.  Ruhe,  the 
son  of  John  Christopher  Euhe,  and  the  grandfather 
of  Augustus  L.,  was  born  in  Nordheim,  in  the  Elec- 
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torate  of  Hanover,  on  the  25th  of  November,  1745, 
and  emigrated  to  America  in  1790.  He  was  married 
in  St.  George's  Church,  London,  on  the  14th  of  Au- 
gust, 1777,  to  Catherine  Maria  Henrietta  Mackenrode. 
His  death  occurred  in  AUentown,  July  27, 1841.  His 
children  were  four  sons  and  three  daughters,  of  whom 
John  F.  was  born  in  London,  England,  on  the  19th  of 
May,  1778,  and  emigrated  with  his  father  to  the 
United  States.  He  married  Catherine  Keiper  and 
had  twelve  children.  By  marriage  to  a  second  wife, 
Elizabeth  Kramer,  were  born  eleven  children.  Among 
the  twelve  survivors  of  this  progeny  is  Augustus  L., 
born  Sept.  23,  1809,  in  AUentown,  where  his  life  has 
been  chiefly  spent.  After  limited  advantages  of  edu- 
cation he,  in  1823,  entered  the  office  of  the  Friedens 
Bote  as  apprentice  to  the  printers'  trade.  After  serv- 
ing an  apprenticeship  of  seven  years  he  removed  to 
Philadelphia  and  found  employment  in  the  first 
stereotype  foundry  in  that  city,  where  he  remained 
until  1831.  On  returning  to  his  native  city  he  for 
two  years  performed  the  labors  of  a  clerk,  and  then 
engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits  at  Mauch  Chunk. 
Returning  to  AUentown  at  the  expiration  of  a  year, 
he  embarked  in  the  same  business.  In  1840  he  was 
appointed  postmaster  under  the  administration  of 
President  Harrison,  and  retained  the  office  nearly 
four  years.  Mr.  Ruhe  in  1844  acquired  an  interest 
in  the  German  Patriot,  which  he  later  sold  and  estab- 
lished the  Lehigh  Register.  After  a  successful  career 
of  eight  years  as  publisher,  the  latter  paper  was  dis- 
posed of,  and  he  embarked  in  the  boot  and  shoe 
business.  In  1859  he  returned  again  to  his  former 
employment,  and  purchased  the  office  and  equip- 
ments of  the  AUentown  Democrat,  taking  as  a  partner 
his  son-in-law,  C.  Frank  Haines.  This  business  as- 
sociation was  continued  for  eight  years,  when  the  in- 
terest was  transferred  to  his  son,  Werner  K.  Euhe, 
and  Mr.  Euhe  retired  from  the  firm.  He  was  soon 
after  appointed  clerk  in  the  office  of  internal  revenue, 
and  in  1869  elected  clerk  of  the  Orphans'  Court,  to 
which  position  he  was  re-elected  in  1872,  after  which 
he  abandoned  active  business  pursuits.  He  has  been 
as  a  Democrat  actively  engaged  in  political  contests 
of  the  day.  He  is  in  religion  a  Lutheran,  and  mem- 
ber of  St.  Michael's  German  Lutheran  Church  of 
AUentown.  Mr.  Euhe  was  married,  in  1832,  to  De- 
borah Gangewere,  of  AUentown,  and  had  one  child, 
who  is  deceased.  He  was  again  married,  in  1835,  to 
Adeline  Knauss,  of  Lehigh  County,  whose  children 
are  Emma  C.  (Mrs.  C.  F.  Haines),  Werner  K.,  Maria, 
(Mrs.  Levi  Nickum),  Henry  M.,  Josephine  (Mrs.  J. 
H.  Addis),  Annie  (Mrs.  William  Dutt),  Franklin  A., 
and  three  who  are  deceased.  He  was  a  third  time 
married,  in  1865,  to  Harriet  Kleckner,  of  Northamp- 
ton County. 

C.  Frank  Haines,  the  present  editor  of  the  Demo- 
crat, is  a  great-grandson  of  John  Wilhelm  Haintz, 
who  emigrated  from  Zweibruecken,  Bavaria,  in  1751, 
and  settled  in  Upper  Macungio,  Lehigh  Co.,  where  he 


followed  his  trade  of  tailor.     Having  acquired  about 
five  hundred  acres  of  land,  he  also  engaged  in  its  cul- 
tivation.    He  married  and  had  among  his  children  a 
son,  Peter,  who  inherited  the  paternal  acres,  and  was 
during  his  active  life  both  a  merchant  and  a  farmer. 
He   married   Barbara   Becker,  and   had   children, — 
Jacob,   Joseph,  James,  Charles  B.,  William,  Jona- 
than, Thomas,  Elizabeth  (Mrs.  Joseph  Trexler),  and 
one  who  died  in   infancy.     Charles  B.  was  born  in 
Upper  Macungie,  and  early  learned  the  trade  of  a 
shoemaker,  which  he  followed  in  various  portions  of 
Lehigh  County  until  1838,  when  he  removed  to  Al- 
lentown.     Here  his  services  were  in  demand  in  con- 
nection with  his  trade  until  1859,  when  he  was  elected 
sheriff  of  Lehigh  County  for  one  term.     He  married 
Leah,  daughter  of  Jonathan  Schwartz,  of  Lower  Ma- 
cungie township,  and  had  children, — C.  Frank,  Si- 
mon, Mary  (Mrs.  William  S.  Esser),  Eliza  J.,  and 
Allen  W.     C.  Frank,  the  eldest  of  this  number,  was 
born  on  the  24th  of  January,  1832,  in  Macungie  bor- 
ough, then  known  as  Millerstown,  and  when  a  youth 
removM  to  Trexlertown,  where  he  became  a  pupil  of 
the  village  school.     In  1838  he  accompanied  his  pa- 
rents to  AUentown,  and  there  continued  his  studies 
at  both  public  and  private  schools.     At  the  age  oi 
fourteen  he  chose  as  his  life-work  the  printers'  art, 
and  served  a  four-years'  apprenticeship  in  the  office 
of  the  Lehigh  Register.     On  acquiring  his  trade  he  re- 
mained associated  with  the  paper  as  compositor  until 
April,  1850,  when  a  larger  field  was  opened  in  Phila- 
delphia, where  he  remained  until  1854.     During  the 
summer  of  that  year  he,  in  connection  with  a  partner, 
purchased  the  Register,  and,  returning  to  AUentown, 
continued   its   publication    under   the   firm-name  of 
Haines   &   Diefenderfer.     This   business   association 
was  continued  until  1856,  when,  upon  the  retirement  of 
Mr.  Diefenderfer,  the  firm  became  Haines  &  Huber. 
Having  disposed  of  his  interest  in  the  paper,  in  1859, 
he,   with  his   father-in-law,  A.  L.  Euhe,  purchased 
the  Allentoini  Democrat,  and  has  continued  its  publi- 
cation until  the  present  time,  W.  K.  Euhe  having 
in  the  year  1865  purchased  the  interest  of  his  father. 
Mr.   Haines,  by  his  ability  and  judgment,  has  suc- 
ceeded in  making  the  Democrat  one  of  the  most  en- 
terprising journals   of  the  Lehigh  Valley.     Bright, 
able,  and  apace  with  current  events,  it  is  justly  popu- 
lar among  the  adherents  of  the  party  whose  princi- 
ples it  advocates. 

Mr.  Haines,  having  from  the  first  devoted  his  atten- 
tion to  the  interests  of  his  paper,  has  found  little  time 
for  participation  in  afl^airs  of  a  public  nature.  In  re- 
ligion he  is  a  member  of  St.  John's  Reformed  Church. 
He  was  married,  Dec.  31,  1861,  to  Emma  C,  eldest 
daughter  of  A.  L.  Ruhe,  of  AUentown.  Their  chil- 
dren are  two  daughters,— Ida  R.  and  Sallie  A. 

The  Lecha  Patriot,  a  German  paper,  originally  an 
Anti-Masonic  and  then  successively  a  Whig  and  Re- 
publican journal,  was  started  in  1827  or  1828  by  John 
D.  Roney,  an  English  lawyer,  who  came  to  AUentown 
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from  Bucks  County.  After  he  had  conducted  it  about 
two  years  the  Painot  passed  into  the  possession  of 
Alexander  Miller.  Subsequently  it  was  owned  and 
managed  by  G.  A.  Sage,  Keuben  Guth,  and  Edwin  > 
Keiper.  Then  followed  a  long  series  of  changes 
which  it  is  not  necessary  to  dwell  upon  in  detail. 
John  H.  Helfrich  and  Judge  Charles  Keck  were  asso- 
ciated in  the  ownership  and  management  of  the  paper, 
and  William  S.  Young,  Benjamin  J.  Hagenbuch, 
Tilghman  Rhoads,  Joseph  Young,  and  Ephraim  Moss 
were  all  identified  with  it.  The  last  persons  who 
were  proprietors  of  the  Patnot  as  a  separate  and  dis- 
tinct property  were  William  H.  Ainey,  John  L. 
Hoffman,  and  Edward  Ruhe,  who  sold  it  in  June, 
1872,  to  Robert  Iredell,  Jr.  He  soon  merged  it  with 
the  Begiater,  of  which  we  shall  now  give  the  history. 

The  Lehigh  Register  was  established  by  Augustus 
L.  Ruhe  in  October,  1846,  and  was  carried  on  by  him 
very  successfully  as  a  neutral  newspaper  until  1854. 
In  that  year  he  sold  it  to  C.  Frank  Haines  and  David 
K.  Diefenderfer.  It  was  by  them  made  a  Whig  paper, 
and  subsequently  (in  1856)  became  a  supporter  of 
the  Republican  party.  Mr.  Diefenderfer  soon  sold 
his  interest  to  Peter  Huber.  The  paper  was  then 
published  by  Haines  &  Huber  until  1859,  when  Mr. 
Haines  sold  his  share  to  John  H.  Oliver,  Esq.,  an  able 
and  popular  lawyer,  who  became  a  candidate  for  Con- 
gress in  1870,  and  almost  succeeded  in  overcoming 
the  large  Democratic  majority  of  the  district.  Huber 
&  Oliver  continued  in  partnership  until  1861,  after 
which  date  the  latter  conducted  the  paper  alone  for 
a  short  period.  Subsequently  it  passed  successively 
into  the  possession  of  William  H.  Ainey,  Ephraim 
Moss,  and  Elisha  Forest ;  from  the  last  named  being 
purchased  in  December,  1868,  by  Morgan  R.  Wills 
and  Robert  Iredell,  Jr.,  proprietors  of  the  Norris- 
town  Herald  and  Free  Press.  In  the  following  May 
Mr.  Iredell  solcl  his  interest  in  his  Norristown  news- 
paper property,  and  assumed  the  sole  proprietorship 
of  the  Megister.  As  has  been  before  stated,  Mr.  Ire- 
dell purchased  the  Patriot,  in  June,  1872.  It  was 
conducted  by  him  through  the  campaign,  and  in 
December  united  with  the  Register,  which,  thus  rein- 
forced, has  been  prosperously  carried  on  during  the 
succeeding  years.  Mr.  Iredell  became  connected 
with  the  Norristown  Free  Press  in  1864,  and  has  been 
a  newspaper  proprietor  since  the  age  of  twenty  years. 
The  Register,  which  is  the  older  of  his  two  Allentown 
newspapers,  is  a  well-edited  weekly  devoted  princi- 
pally to  city  and  country  news,  and  is  a  typographi- 
cally neat  sheet  twenty-eight  by  forty-two  inches  in 
dimensions,  divided  into  four  pages  of  eight  columns 
each. 

The  Chronicle  and  News  is  the  outcome  of  three  dis- 
tinct journalistic  enterprises.  Of  these  the  first,  chrono* 
logically,  was  the  Daily  News,  established  as  a  neutral 
journal  in  1866,  by  Peter  Correll.  It  was  soon  after- 
wards bought  by  Harlacher  &  Weiser,  who  continued 
the  publication  for  a  number  of  years,  with  Mr.  Cor- 


rell as  editor,  and  subsequently  with  T.  B.  Leisenring, 

E.  J.  Young,  and  T.  F.  Emmena  in  the  same  capacity. 
After  a  short  interval  of  suspension  the  paper  was 
sold,  in  1874,  to  the  Daily  News  Association,  composed 
of  Adam  Woolever,  Eli  G.  Schwartz,  and  Werner  K. 
Ruhe.  The  paper  remained  under  this  proprietorship 
and  the  editorship  of  Daniel  B.  Wood,  now  of  the 
Faston  Free  Press,  until  March  19,  1875,  when  it  was 
sold  to  Robert  Iredell,  Jr.,  proprietor  of  the  Daily, 
Chronicle,  with  which  it  was  merged. 

The  Dailg  Chronicle  had  been  started  by  Mr.  Ire- 
dell, March  3, 1870,  in  response  lo  requests  from  many 
local  leaders  of  the  Republican  party,  who  saw  the 
necessity  of  having  a  journalistic  champion  of  the 
principles  of  Republicanism.  It  was  at  first  a  five- 
column  sheet,  and  was  sold  for  ten  cents  per  week,  but 
this  price  was  subsequently  reduced  to  six  cents  per 
week,  for  the  purpose  of  extending  the  circulation  of 
the  paper.  This  measure  proved  a  wise  one,  and  con- 
siderably enhanced  the  value  of  the  property.  The 
effect  of  merging  the  News  with  the  Chronicle,  in 
1875,  was  to  increase  the  circulation  to  eighteen  hun- 
dred copies.  The  paper  was  enlarged  and  the  price 
was  then  raised  to  ten  cents  per  week. 

In  November,  1877,  the  Daily  Herald  was  purchased 
and  merged  with  the  Chronicle  and  News.  This  was  a 
paper  which  had  been  started  upon  an  independent 
platform,  in   1873,  by  a  company   composed  of  T. 

F.  Emmens,  A.  C.  Brooks,  and  D.  D.  Holder,  with 
Mr.  Emmens  as  editor.  The  Herald  soon  became 
Democratic  in  its  politics,  and  Robert  E.  Wright,  Jr., 
Edward  Harvey,  Esq.,  J.  H.  Holmes,  and  Tinsley 
Jeter  became  interested  in  its  ownership.  Consider- 
able money  was  sunk  in  the  effort  to  sustain  the  Her- 
ald, but  it.  gradually  failed,  and  would  probably  have 
soon  expired,  in  spite  of  frequent  financial  stimula- 
tion, had  it  not  been  absorbed  by  the  Chronicle  and 
News. 

The  last-named  journal  is  now  the  only  Republican 
daily  in  the  valley,  and  thus  has  quite  a  wide  field  to 
fill.  The  paper  is,  and  has  been,  edited  with  ability, 
and  is  a  strong  exponent  of  Republican  politics  as 
well  as  a  valuable  medium  for  the  dissemination  of 
local  and  general  news.  There  have  been  connected 
with  the  paper  several  locally  well  known  editors, 
among  them  Thomas  T.  Emmens,  now  of  the  Fasten 
Fxpress;  Joseph  L.  Shipley,  now  of  the  Springfield 
Union;  and  D.  B.  Wood,  of  the  Faston  Free  Press. 
The  present  local  editor  is  Frank  J.  Sherer. 

The  first  number  of  the  Daily  City  Item  was  issued 
on  Jan.  1,  1878,  the  paper  succeeding  the  Morning 
Herald.  The  enterprise  was  projected  by  five  young 
men,  three  of  whom  were  practical  printers.  It  met 
with  indifferent  success  in  the  beginning,  and  was 
kept  alive  with  difficulty,  as  the  young  men  who  had 
launched  the  enterprise  were  without  capital,  and 
were  compelled  to  rely  upon  their  business  tact  and 
energies  to  make  it  a  success.  The  paper,  being 
Democratic  in   politics,  took  a  leading  part  in  the 
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campaigns  that  followed,  and  the  importance  of 
having  an  outspoken  and  fearless  party  daily  was  at 
once  recognized  by  the  prominent  Democrats  of  the 
city  and  county.  On  the  10th  of  May,  1880,  the  in- 
terest of  Robert  W.  Vogt  and  Charles  M.  Kramer  in 
the  paper  was  purchased  by  Cyrus  Kuntz  and  C.  J.  A. 
Hartman,  who,  together  with  Oscar  Swartz,  are  now 
the  proprietors  of  it.  Since  then  the  paper  has 
steadily  gained  in  circulation  and  advertising  patron- 
age. The  Oity  Item  was  published  as  a  morning 
paper  until  after  Nov.  24,  1883,  when,  having  ab- 
sorbed the  Ddili/  Telegram,  it  was  made  an  evening 
publication.  It  is  the  only  Democratic  daily  in  the 
county,  and  gives  a  large  amount  of  local  and  general 
news. 

The  Telegrmii  above  alluded  to  was  started  in  June, 
1882,  by  two  sons  of  the  late  Edward  D.  Leisenring, 
the  popular  German  editor.  The  paper  failed  to  get 
such  support  as  was  necessary  to  put  it  upon  a  paying 
basis,  and  after  it  had  passed  under  the  management 
of  three  different  parties  was  purchased  by  the  Item 
Printing  Association  as  above  recorded. 

The  junior  journal  of  Allentown  is  the  Iktitij  Critic. 
It  was  started  by  Samuel  Woolever,  its  present  pro- 
prietor, as  a  weekly,  on  May  26,  1883.  The  venture 
was  so  successful  that  the  paper  was  soon  enlarged 
from  three  to  four  columns,  and  on  Dec.  7,  1883,  it 
was  issued  as  a  five-column  daily.  The  OriJic  is 
neutral  in  politics,  and  devoted  principally  to  local 
news,  and  comment  upon  the  same. 

Besides  the  publications  already  mentioned,  which 
include  all  of  a  news  and  secular  character  now  ex- 
isting, there  have  been  a  number  of  journals  of  ephem- 
eral life,  concerning  which  we  can  make  only  general 
mention.  Among  them,  and  probably  the  earliest, 
was  a  small  German-English  paper,  printed  at  the 
Bepublihaner  office,  by  Charles  L.  Hutter.  The  Lehigh 
Democrat  led  a  ten  weeks'  existence  in  1843.  About 
the  same  time,  or  a  little  later,  Elias  Keiper  published 
for  a  short  period,  from  the  Patriot  office,  a  small  Eng- 
lish journal.  In  later  years  there  was  the  Evening 
Dispatch,  which  had  a  brief  career  during  the  later 
part  of  the  decade  preceding  1870.  This  venture  in 
daily  journalism  was  made  by  William  J.  Grim 
William  J.  Weiss,  and  A.  J.  Helfrich,  but  the  paper 
had  as  its  final  owner  Elishu  Forest.  The  Bulletin, 
an  afternoon  paper,  neutral  in  politics,  was  published 
by  Daniel  B.  Wood  for  a  few  months  during  1875. 
Mr.  Wood  was  also,  in  company  with  William  P. 
Snyder  and  A.  S.  Orr,  engaged  in  the  publication  of 
the  Bugle,  a  Republican  campaign  paper,  in  1877. 

The  religious  publications  of  Messrs.  Brobst,  Diehl 
&  Co.,  both  in  periodical  and  book  form,  deserve 
more  than  passing  mention  in  a  sketch  of  the  Allen- 
town  press.  The  firm  was  founded  by  Rev.  Samuel 
K.  Brobst,  who  was  born  in  Lynn,  Lehigh  Co.,  in 
1822,  and  descended  from  forefathers  who  came  from 
Germany  early  in  the  eighteenth  century.  When 
fourteen  years  old  he  made  the  journey  by  stage  to 


Washington,  Pa.,  thereto  learn  the  trade  of  tinsmith. 
His  inclinations  led  another  way,  and  after  some  in- 
terruptions he  began  preparation   for  the  ministry. 
After  completion  of  studies  he  was  ordained  in  1847, 
and  received  into  the  Lutheran  Synod  of  Pennsyl- 
vania.    Delicate  health  prevented  him  from  accepting 
a  charge,  and  he  assisted  other  clergymen  as  supply, 
taking  much  iuterest  in  the  establishment  of  Sunday- 
schools,  then  a  new  thing  in  this  section  of  country. 
This  led  to  the  publishing  of  one  or  two  small  Ger- 
man question  books  or  catechisms.     In  June,  1847,  he 
published   the   first   number  of  a  German   monthly 
[Der  Jugeiidfreund)  intended  for  young  people  par- 
ticularly, then  the  only  paper  in  German  of  this  char- 
acter in  the   land.     This   periodical   then  intended 
particularly  to  meet  local  wants  has  become  the  main 
German  Lutheran  Sunday-school  paper  of  the  land, 
and  circulates  wherever  there  are  German  schools. 
In  1853  he  issued  the  first  Lutheran  Almanac  pub- 
lished in  America,  in  German,  which  still  maintains 
its  superiority  over  its  many  competitors  which  have 
arisen  in  later  years.     Finding  that  the  Jugendfreund 
did  not  reach  some  classes  of  people,  Mr.  Brobst,  in 
1858,  began  publishing  the  Littherisclie  Zeitschrift,  a 
semi-monthly  Lutheran  Church  paper,  which  became 
a  weekly  in  1866.     In  1865  he  established  an  English 
Lutheran  Almanac,  which  was  transferred  after  four 
years  to  another  party  in  Philadelphia.     For  nine 
years  he  published  a  German  missionary  paper,  and 
during  the  war  for  two  years  a  paper  for  the  soldiers 
in  the  army,  which  was  distributed  by  the  Christian 
Commission  by  thousands  of  copies.    In  1868  he  com- 
menced to   publish    a  more   pretentious   periodical, 
the  Theological  Monthly,  in  German,  which  he  con- 
tinued for  six  years,  but  owing  to  increasing  infirmi- 
ties he  discontinued  it  at  the  end  of  1874,  as  he  had  the 
missionary  paper  several  years  before,  confining  him- 
self  afterwards   to    his    monthly  Jugendfreund  and 
weekly  Zeitschrift  with  the  annual  Almanac.    During 
these  years  he  published  a  number  of  smaller  books 
with  several  of  larger  compass,  intended  principally 
for  church  and  school  use.     As  the  year  1876  drew  to 
a  close  Rev.  Brobst  succumbed  to  his  old  enemy,  con- 
sumption, and  died  on  the  24th  of  December. 

The  business,  after  the  death  of  Rev.  Brobst,  was 
taken  in  hand  by  Tilghman  H.  Diehl,  who,  in  1861, 
entered  Mr.  Brobst's  employ  as  apprentice  to  learn 
the  printing  trade.  After  serving  him  as  such  for 
three  years,  Diehl  took  charge  of  subscription  ac- 
counts, etc.,  and  to  the  limited  number  of  publica- 
tions added  some  stock  from  other  publishing  houses 
in  the  line  of  Sunday-school  requisites.  He  thus 
grew  up  in  the  business  and  with  it,  soon  having 
entire  control  of  the  business  part  of  the  concern. 
In  1872  he  was  admitted  by  Mr.  Brobst  as  partner, 
when  a  new  building  for  the  purpose  had  been  com- 
pleted by  him,  and  under, his  superintendence  the 
business  was  branched  out  into  a  local  retail  book- 
and  stationery-store,  later  extended  to  jobbing  and 
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wholesale  trading.  The  business  has  continued  to 
grow,  and  three  years  after  Mr.  Brobst's  death,  Mr. 
Diehl  removed  to  the  present  more  central  location  at 
732  Hamilton  Street  (formerly  814),  where  the  entire 
building  is  now  occupied  in  the  business. 

In  1882,  Mr.  Diehl  associated  with  him  Mr.  Samuel 
J.  Brobst,  son  of  the  founder,  who  had  been  in 
the  business  since  he  left  school.  All  the  period- 
ical publications  have  been  continued  by  the  ijresent 
owners  as  they  came  into  their  hands  after  Mr. 
Brobst's  death.  In  1879  the  Lutherische  Hendd, 
owned  and  published  by  the  New  York  Lutheran 
Ministerium,  was  merged  with  the  Lutherische  Zeit- 
schrift,  the  paper  receiving  the  joint  title  of  Herald 
und  Zeitschrlft,  giving  it  a  strong  impetus  and  causing 
it  rapidly  to  gain  in  subscribers  ever  since.  This  house 
has  also  much  increased  the  list  of  its  publications, 
more  than  doubling  the  number  of  books  on  its  lists. 
Several  large  works  have  been  completed  lately.  The 
most  pretentious  publication  yet  undertaken  by  it  is 
the  republishing  of  the  so-called  "Halle  Reports,"  in 
German,  the  original  appearing  more  than  a  century 
ago  and  containing  the  reports  of  Rev.  M.  H.  Muh- 
lenberg, the  founder  of  the  Lutheran  Church  in  Amer- 
ica, which  he  sent  to  his  superiors  in  Halle,  Germany. 
They  are  rich  in  historical  matter,  civil  as  well  as 
religious.  The  new  edition  is  in  contents  more  than 
double  of  the  original,  much  historical  matter  ex- 
plaining circumstances  and  localities  mentioned  being 
added  by  the  editors, —Revs.  W.  J.  Mann,  D.D.,  and 
B.  M.  Schmucker,  D.D.  Five  numbers,  of  one  hun- 
dred pages  each,  have  thus  far  appeared,  and  the  com- 
plete work  will  make  at  least  four  times  as  much  more. 
Others  of  the  larger  works  published  are  a  "  Commen- 
tary of  St.  Mark"  in  English,  an  illustrated  "  Bible  His- 
tory" in  German,  a  "Sunday-School  Tune-Book"  in 
German,  etc.  By  virtue  of  its  connections  through  its 
papers  the  house  has  become  one  of  the  main  job- 
bing-houses for  the  Lutheran  Church,  and  has  always 
enjoyed  a  sort  of  semi-official  recognition  as  such. 
Extensive  importations  of  church  literature  are  made 
from  Germany. 

The  Xational  Educator  was  established  by  Rev.  Dr. 
A.  R.  Home,  while  he  was  engaged  as  principal  of 
the  Bucks  County  Normal  and  Classical  School,  at 
Quakertown,  Bucks  Co.,  in  April,  1860.  The  design  of 
the  paper  was  originally  to  supply  a  long-felt  want  in 
education  among  the  Pennsylvania  Germans,  namely, 
to  publish  an  organ  for  the  schools  and  parents  of  the 
German  section  of  the  State  specially  devoted  to  their 
interests.  The  subject  of  pronunciation,  translation, 
and  the  use  of  the  English  language  was  discussed 
in  its  columns  in  such  a  way  as  to  adapt  it  to  the 
wants  of  the  young  acquiring  a  knowledge  of  that 
language.  Their  teachers,  too,  found  in  its  columns 
suggestions  on  the  best  methods  of  teaching  Pennsyl- 
vania German  children.  The  editor,  Dr.  Home, 
however,  removed  to  Williamsport  in  1865,  and  was 
elected  city  superintendent  of  schools,  from  which 


position  he  was  called,  in  1872,  to  become  the  prin- 
cipal of  the  State  Normal  School,  at  Kutztown,  in 
Berks  County.  As  his  sphere  of  usefulness  and  influ- 
ence was  thus  enlarged,  he  also  extended  the  field ' 
of  his  paper's  operations,  and  made  it  an  educational 
organ,  not  only  for  the  entire  State,  but  also  extended 
its  circulation  into  other  States,  until  it  has  become  a 
general  educational  organ  for  the  entire  country. 
Since  the  editor  has  made  Allentown  his  home,  in 
1877,  he  has  changed  the  journal  from  a  monthly  to  a 
semi-monthly,  and  by  personal  canvass,  and  in  con- 
nection with  his  teachers'  institute  work  in  Pennsyl- 
vania and  other  States,  particularly  in  the  far  South, 
increased  the  circulation  and  influence  so  that  the 
paper  now  is  not  only  in  name,  but  in  reality,  a  "  Na- 
tional Educator."  The  paper  is  printed  at  the  office 
of  Trexler  &  Hartzell,  in  Allentown,  but  the  entire 
editorial  and  publishing  management  is  in  the  hands 
of  Dr.  A.  R.  Home. 


CHAPTER    XIX. 

THE    CITY    OF   ALLENTOWN— {Continued). 

Educational  and  Beligious — The  Public  Schools  and  Higher  lustitu- 
tiona— History  of  the  Individual  Churches. 

Educational— The  Public  Schools.— Allentown 
possesses  uncommon  educational  advantages  both  in 
its  public  schools'  and  private  institutions.  It  is  our 
purpose  to  give  under  this  head  a  full  history  of  the 
development  of  each  class.  During  the  early  years 
of  the  settlement  it  is  probable  that  instruction  was 
given  both  in  the  German  and  English  languages, 
the  teachers  of  the  former  being  residents  or  visitors 
from  the  older  towns  of  the  region,  while  the  pioneers 
of  those  who  gave  instruction  in  the  English  tongue 
were  from  the  "  Irish  settlement"  (in  what  is  now 
Allen  township,  Northampton  Co.).  The  first  teacher 
whose  name  has  been  preserved  was  one  Brown,  from 
the  Scotch-Irish  colony  referred  to,  who  taught  here 
previous  to  1795.  He  was  succeeded  by  a  Mr. 
Thatcher,  from  the  same  locality,  who  taught  between 
1795  and  1800.  In  1797  he  taught  the  English  lan- 
guage to  the  children  of  three  families.  "  It  seems  to 
be  generally  acknowledged,"  says  Mr.  Buehrle,  "  that 
the  Irish  settlement  was  the  home  of  the  early  teachers 
of  Allentown."  They  were  very  good  instructors  of 
the  old  class,  possessing  all  the  well-known  character- 
istics of  the  "  Irish  schoolmaster."  Among  the  earliest 
were  John  Boyd,  David  Preston,  Charles  Weaver,  and 

Ellis.     Later  there  were  among  the  pedagogical 

celebrities  the  Eberhards,  father  and  son,  and  John 


1  The  liistory  of  the  public  schools  is  principally  derived  from  the 
article  by  Superintendent  K.  K.  Buehrle,  in  the  State  School  Report  of 
1877,  but  considerable  additional  iuformation  of  general  interest.has 
been  incorporated  with  his  facts. 
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Ryan.  "The  schools,"  says  the  writer  from  whom 
we  have  just  quoted,  "were  usually  kept  in  rooms 
,  rented  for  the  purpose  in  private  houses,  and  the  fur- 
niture was  of  the  rudest  and  most  primitive  kind. 
There  were  benches  along  the  wall,  with  occasionally 
an  inclined  board  for  those  who  wanted  to  write. 
Probably  the  first  house  used  exclusively  for  school 
purposes  was  Zion's  German  Reformed  Church,  con^ 
structed  of  logs,  on  ihe  rear  of  the  present  lot,  and 
converted  from  a  church  into  a  school-house  in  1773. 
The  first  school-house,  erected  as  such,  was  an  octagon, 
with  steeple  and  bell,  built  by  James  Wilson  for 
John  Ryan,  on  Church  Street  opposite  the  rear  end 
of  the  lot  just  mentioned.  Both  of  these  have  long 
since  disappeared."  The  early  schools  were  of  the 
subscription  order,  continuing  usually  for  a  term  of 
three  months,  the  parents  or  guardians  paying  at  the 
rate  of  fifty  cents  a  month.  The  teacher  had  entire 
control  of  the  school,  and  was  responsible  to  no  one. 
"  His  moral  character  and  professional  qualifications 
were  subject  to  no  examination,  and  hence  men  not 
over  temperate,  industrious,  and  moral  were  some- 
times found  in  the  schoolmaster's  chair.  Occasionally 
their  constitutional  indolence  or  late  hours  over  the 
bottle  or  the  gambling-table  affected  them  so  much 
on  the  following  day  as  to  cause  them  to  fall  asleep 
in  the  school-room,  when  the  children  left  the  school 
and  enjoyed  their  accidental  holiday  in  the  open  air. 
Among  scenes  long  to  be  remembered,  it  is  related  of 
John  Boyd  that  when  he  began  to  teach  he  under- 
stood no  German,  while  all  of  his  pupils  were  entirely 
ignorant  of  English.  The  course  of  study  embraced 
lessons  in  reading,  writing,  and  a  little  ciphering,  and 
the  text-books  were  the  primer,  catechism,  Testament, 
and  psalter,  mostly  German,  with  some  English. 
The  usual  incentives  to  study  were  the  rod  and  the 
cowskin." 

More  thoughtful  and  thorough  measures  for  educa- 
tion were  undertaken  as  years  passed.  More  schools 
were  taught,  and  a  better  class  of  teachers  were  en- 
gaged in  giving  instruction.  A  school  for  girls  was 
opened  in  1813.  Night-schools  were  kept  by  various 
teachers  from  1813  to  1845.  Usually  they  were  car- 
ried on  by  some  of  the  hard-working  class  of  teachers 
who  also  had  day-schools.  C.  L.  Arnold  had  one  in 
1838,  and  a  number  of  years  prior  to  that  time,  in 
which  he  received  pupils  at  one  dollar  each  per 
month.  He  taught  reading,  writing,  arithmetic,  and 
book-keeping  "  in  the  public  school  near  the  English 
Presbyterian  Church."  The  teachers  had  an  organi- 
zation as  early  as  1827,  called  "  The  Schoolmaster's 
Synod,"  the  meetings  of  which  were  held  at  "  Wor- 
man's  Temple,"  at  the  Silver  (or  Crystal)  Spring. 
In  1829,  Zachariah  Anselmus  was  president,  and 
John  O.  Adams  secretary.  Some  of  the  churches  es- 
tablished parochial  schools.  The  Allentown  Acad- 
emy was  chartered  in  1814,  and  came  into  active 
operation  in  1827.  A  ladies'  seminary  was  opened  in 
1831,  and  the  Allentown  Seminary  in  1848.     Of  these 


institutions  and  the  college,  which  was  the  outgrowth 
of  one  of  them,  we  shall  give  the  separate  histories 
at  length  in  their  proper  places.  In  the  mean  time, 
to  follow  the  development  of  the  public  schools,  we 
must  return  to  an  earlier  period. 

An  act  passed  in  1824  provided  for  the  instruction 
of  the  children  of  the  poor  at  the  expense  of  the 
county.  In  1828,  under  the  provisions  of  that  act,  the 
borough  of  Northampton  (Allentown)  and  the  town- 
ships of  Salisbury  and  Northampton  paid  $421.71 
and  in  1830  the  sum  of  $270.63,  for  the  education  of 
their  poor  children.  In  1833  the  borough  alone  paid 
$434.77. 

The  act  of  1824  had  prepared  the  people  in  a  great 
degree  for  the  new  school  law  of  1834,  and  it  was  ac- 
cepted on  its  first  submission  to  the  people.  One  of 
the  additional  means  used  to  influence  public  opinion 
and  secure  a  favorable  result  in  the  election  appears 
to  have  been  "  a  numerously  attended  and  influential 
meeting  of  the  citizens  of  the  borough  at  the  public 
house  of  George  Wetherhold,  Friday  evening,  Sept. 
12,  1834,"  at  which  the  following  resolutions  were 
unanimously  adopted : 

"Whereas,  We  believe  that  education  contributes  to  the  happiness 
of  man  and  the  welfare  of  society,  and  we  desire,  so  far  as  is  in  our 
power,  to  improve  the  moral  conditions  of  the  community,  and  to  per- 
petuate free  institutions;  therefore, 

"  i?^.so?cerf.  That  we  solemnly  believe  that  an  act  passed  at  the  late 
session  of  the  Legislature  entitled  '  an  act,'  etc.,  if  put  in  force  will  be 
of  advantage  to  the  poor  as  well  as  the  rich,  and  we  will  therefore 
apply  all  honorable  means  at  the  next  election  to  secure  the  success  of 
the  system." 

The  eftbrts  of  the  friends  of  the  new  law  were  suc- 
cessful, and  it  was  adopted  in  the  borough  by  a  vote 
of  one  hundred  and  thirty-seven  against  one.  The 
first  board  of  school  directors  consisted  of  Jacob 
Mohr,  J.  S.  Gibbons,  Esq.,  George  Haberacker,  Wil- 
liam Fry,  Alexander  Taylor,  and  George  Keiper. 

The  first  public  examination  and  school  exercises 
were  held  Dec.  11,  1838,  an  announcement  being 
made  in  the  papers  by  Christian  Pretz,  secretary  of 
the  board.  The  forenoon  was  devoted  to  the  exami- 
nation of  the  pupils  in  their  respective  rooms,  and 
in  the  afternoon  all  assembled  at  the  German  Luth- 
eran Church,  where  an  address  on  education  was  de- 
livered by  Charles  Davis,  Esq.,  president  of  the 
board.  Prior  to  the  opening  of  the  schools,  Sept.  2, 
1839,  the  directors  published  a  card  in  which  they 
said  they  would  "  make  it  their  especial  duty  to  see 
to  it  that  on  the  part  of  the  teachers  employed  every- 
thing possible  is  done  to  promote  the  moral  and  spir-' 
itual  education  of  the  pupils  entrusted  to  them,  and 
therefore  again  ask  the  active  co-operation  of  the 
parents  and  guardians,  without  which  the  best  system 
must  fail  of  attaining  its  object."  The  next  year  a 
"  female  teacher"  was  wanted,  according  to  an  adver- 
tisement which  appeared  in  one  of  the  newspapers, 
and  in  1841  we  find  that  three  of  the  six  teachers 
were  ladies. 
R.  E.  Wright,  as  secretary  of  the  board  of  school 
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•directors  of  the  Allentown  district,  announced,  Jan. 
4,  1843,  that  the  following  set  of  books  would  be  used 
in  the  schools :  Cobb's  New  Spelling-Book  and  Juve- 
nile Readers  Nos.  1  and  2  (primary  books),  the  New 
Testament,  Frost's  History  of  the  United  States, 
Mitchell's  Geographical  Reader,  Frost's  American 
Speaker  (Reader),  Frost's  Grammar,  Mitchell's  Pri- 
mary School  Geography,  Keith's  Arithmetic,  Frost's 
Exercises  in  Composition,  and  Cobb's  Abridgment  of 
Walker's  Dictionary. 

In  the  year  1849  the  first  public  appeal  was  made 
to  the  directors  to  appoint  a  superintendent  of  schools. 
Notwithstanding  there  were  only  ten  teachers  em- 
ployed, the  Lehigh  Heglxter,  of  Sept.  14,  1849,  saidi 
"We  would  suggest  the  appointment  of  a  general 
superintendent  of  the  schools.  We  are  far  behind  the 
progressive  spirit  of  the  times  in  this  important  matter. 
We  have  no  doubt  if  the  directors  would  move  in  the 
matter  it  would  meet  the  approbation  of  all  the  friends 
of  public-school  education." 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Lehigh  County  Association  of 
Teachers,  directors  and  friends  of  education,  Feb.  23, 
1851,  the  following  resolutions  were  adopted,  which 
clearly  indicate  the  then  existing  need  in  the  public- 
school  system  : 

"  Resolved^  That  the  appointment  of  district  Buperintendents  is  wisely 
recommended,  and  that  the  necessity  for  them  is  becoming  daily  more 
imperative. 

"  Resoh-ed,  That  in  the  opinion  of  the  association  much  of  the  incom- 
petency of  teachers,  at  present  so  genera]  a  cause  of  complaint,  would 
in  a  great  degree  be  corrected  bythe  establishment  of  teachers'  semi- 
naries under  the  control  of  district  superintendents." 

When  a  county  superintendent  was  to  be  elected,  in 
1854,  the  Allentown  school  directors,  F.  E.  Samuels, 
C.  H.  Martin,  Joseph  Young,  Jonathan  Reichard, 
David  Menninger,  Jonathan  Schwartz,  and  Nathan 
Gaumer,  participated  in  it. 

In  the  year  1856  the  county  superintendent  re- 
ported that  "  among  the  ten  first-class  school-houses 
is  that  of  Lehigh  Ward  in  Allentown ;"  and  con- 
tinued, "  there  are  thirteen  graded  schools,  well  pro- 
vided with  outline  maps,  globes,  orrery,  blackboards, 
geometrical  blocks,  etc.,  but  in  the  style  and  arrange- 
ment of  the  seats  and  desks,  they  are  not  equal  to 
some  in  the  rural  districts.  The  directors  of  the  bor- 
oughs of  Allentown  and  Catasauqua  are  the  most 
assiduous  in  their  attention  to  the  schools.'' 

The  Allentown  High  School  for  both  sexes  was 
established  in  1858,  under  the  charge  of  R.  W.  Mc- 
Alpine,  "  a  young  gentleman  fully  competent  to  the 
task."  This  vastly  increased  the  influence  of  the 
educational  system.  In  the  same  year  the  first  school- 
house  built  by  the  board  of  directors  was  erected  on 
Turner  Street,  above  Eighth,  in  what  was  then  known 
as  the  North  Ward.  Previous  to  this  all  the  schools 
were  kept  in  buildings  erected  for  other  purposes,  but 
purchased  by  the  board  and  converted  into  school- 
houses.  The  new  building  at  once  took  rank  among 
the  best  in  the  county.  In  1859,  by  a  vote  of  six  to 
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two,  a  separate  high  school  for  each  sex  was  estab- 
lished, and  Augustus  Armagnac  was  appointed  teacher 
of  the  male,  and  Mrs.  Hannah  L.  Romig  of  the  female 
high  school.  Thus  the  organization  of  the  schools  as 
primary,  secondary,  grammar,  and  high  was  com- 
plete, but  serious  difficulties  arose  in  administering  the 
system.  There  seems  to  have  been  no  regular  time 
for  promotions,  and  hence  we  find  them  made  in  Sep- 
tember and  January,  and  in  1861  it  was  resolved  "that 
three  of  the  scholars  attending  the  male  grammar 
school  be  examined  by  the  county  superintendent,  in 
presence  of  the  president,  visiting  director  of  said 
school,  and  the  secretary,  who  should  be  authorized 
to  promote  said  scholars  without  reference  to  the 
board."  A  closer  approach  to  perfect  system  was 
made  in  April,  1861,  whenC  W.  Cooper,  Esq.,  offered, 
and  the  board  passed,  the  following  resolution  : 

"  Besolvedy  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  for  the  pnrpose  of 
drafting  questions  for  the  different  grades,  and  that  the  same  be  pre- 
sented to  each  scholar  in  attendance  during  the  last  week  of  the  term, 
and  that  the  admission  of  scholars  into  schools  shall  be  governed  in 
accordance  with  such  examination.'* 

Among  the  citizens  who  interested  themselves  in  the 
public  schools  of  the  period  of  which  we  have  written, 
Charles  Davis,  Esq.,  held  a  prominent  place.  He  was 
appointed  as  one  of  the  inspectors  by  the  court,  and 
afterwards  was  president  of  the  school  board.  He 
had  an  able  successor  in  Jonathan  Reichard,  Esq.,  who 
had  the  honor  of  successfully  performing  the  work  of 
grading  the  public  schools  and  of  being  chosen  the 
first  president  of  the  Teachers'  and  Directors'  Educa- 
tional Association,  organized  in  1852.  Tilghman 
Good,  elected  county  superintendent  in  1860,  and  R. 
W.  McAlpine,  the  first  teacher  of  the  high  school  and 
editor  of  the  Teachers'  Journal,  which  appeared  in 
1858,  also  deserve  to  be  mentioned.  As  active  friends 
of  the  public  schools  at  this  period,  as  well  as  pro- 
moters of  higher  education,  should  be  mentioned 
such  men  as  Christian  Pretz,  R.  E.  Wright,  Esq., 
Eli  J.  Saeger,  the  late  Rev.  S.  K.  Brobst,  and  C.  W. 
Cooper,  Esq.,  to  whom  may  well  be  applied  the  term 
veteran  school  officer,  he  having  served  from  1854  to 
1872,  with  the  exception  of  but  a  single  year,  either 
as  county  superintendent,  school  director,  or  control- 
ler, besides  being  one  of  the  founders  of  Muhlenberg 
College  and  of  the  Seminary,  in  whose  boards  of 
trustees  he  still  holds  place. 

With  the  year  1866  began  a  new  era  in  the  educa- 
tional history  of  Allentown.  The  various  educational 
forces  having  attained  their  full  development,  then 
rapidly  assumed  their  final  form.  At  a  special  meet- 
ing of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Allentown  school 
district,  in  January,  1866,  at  which  Messrs.  E.  B. 
Young  (president),  C.  W.  Cooper,  T.  Good,  George 
H.  Hagenbuch,  Boas  Hausman,  H.  J.  Saeger,  and 
J.  S.  Dillinger  were  present,  was  taken  the  initiatory 
step  in  the  unanimous  passage  of  the  following  reso- 
lution : 
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"  Eesolvedf  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  board,  it  is  deemed  policy  to 
combine  all  the  wards  of  this  city  in  one  school  district. 

"  Re&olved,  That  Messrs.  Saeger,  Dillinger,  and  Cooper  be  a  committee 
to  draft  sections  covering  the  suggestions  of  the  board,  with  power  to 
confer  with  a  committee  of  the  town  councils." 

The  result  of  this  action  was  the  act  of  1866,  con- 
stituting the  entire  borough  (which  up  to  that  time 
had  comprised  two)  one  school  district,  under  the 
control  of  a  board  of  controllers  elected  by  the  board 
of  school  directors  of  each  ward,  who  were  elected  by 
the  people.  In  the  board  of  controllers  was  vested 
the  right  and  title  to  all  the  property  and  the  entire 
corporate  powers  of  the  district,  and  they  were  given 
power  to  establish  schools,  erect  buildings,  adopt  text- 
books and  course  of  study,  with  rules  and  regulations, 
assess  and  collect  taxes,  receive  and  disburse  moneys, 
appoint  all  teachers  of  grammar  and  high  schools 
and  a  superintendent,  and  enter  into  all  contracts  and 
agreements  on  behalf  of  the  district.  To  the  boards 
of  school  directors  of  the  different  sections  was  re- 
served the  power  to  elect  the  teachers  below  the  grade 
of  grammar,  to  admit  pupils  into  and  to  visit  the 
schools  of  their  respective  sections.  These  powers 
being  regarded  as  too  limited  on  the  part  of  the  direc- 
tors, a  supplement  passed  in  1869  granted  them  the 
power  to  participate  in  the  election  of  city  superin- 
tendent, and  a  further  supplement,  passed  in  1871, 
increased  the  number  of  controllers  from  one  to  two 
for  each  section. 

The  first  duty  incuijibent  on  the  new  board  after  the 
adoption  of  a  course  of  study  was  the  erection  of  a 
new  school-house  in  the  Fifth  Ward,  the  initiatory 
steps  toward  which  had  been  taken  by  the  former 
board  of  school  directors  in  the  purchase  of  a  lot  for 
three  thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars.  The 
corner-stone  of  this  structure  was  laid  in  May,  1867. 
Although  there  was  considerable  opposition  mani- 
fested when  the  character  of  the  building  and  its  pro- 
posed cost  became  generally  known,  yet  the  board, 
united  to  a  man,  resolutely  continued  in  its  course. 
That  accommodations  were  indispensably  necessary 
was  conceded  by  all,  but  the  condition  of  the  schools 
and  school-houses  was  known  to  few  outside  of  the 
board.  So  great  was  the  want  of  room  during  the 
term  of  1867-68  that  the  boys'  high  school  was  kept 
in  a  meat-shop  eighteen  by  thirty  feet,  and  the  girls' 
in  the  session  room  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church, 
while  from  four  to  six  lower  grades  were  provided  for 
in  Sunday-school  rooms  and  tenement  houses  rented 
for  school  purposes. 

The  necessity  for  providing  for  regular  examina- 
tions soon  became  apparent  to  the  board,  and  they, 
therefore,  in  May,  1867,  appointed  K.  K.  Buehrle  the 
teacher  of  the  boys'  high  school,  to  conduct  the  exam- 
inations of  all  the  schools  in  additions  to  his  duties 
as  teacher.  In  February,  1868,  he  was  unanimously 
appointed  city  superintendent,  which  office  he  held 
until  1878,  being  thrice  re-elected,  twice  unanimously. 
He  was  as  principal  ex  officio  required  to  devote  some 
of  his  time   to  giving   instruction   in   the   two  high 


schools  which  were  combined  for  that  purpose,  thus 
realizing  the  idea  aimed  at  by  a  resolution  of  C.  W. 
Cooper  in  the  board  of  directors  in  1859,  and  by  the 
Rev.  Walker  in  1864. 

The  first  high  school  commencement  was  held  in 
1869  in  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  the  first  diplo- 
mas were  awarded  to  the  class  of  1874.  The  classes 
graduating  from  1869  to  1874  subsequently  received 
diplomas  also.  The  effect  of  having  regular  annual 
examinations,  and  promoting  in  accordance  with  pro- 
ficiency then  and  there  exhibited,  was  soon  seen  in 
greater  regularity  of  attendance  and  better  attention 
to  study.  This  was  especially  the  case  in  the  higher 
grades.  Teachers,  too,  were  stimulated  to  greater 
exertion,  now  that  they  saw  their  work  was  appre- 
ciated. 

Because  of  the  rapid  growth  of  the  city  from 
eight  thousand  and  thirty-seven  in  1860  to  fourteen 
thousand  and  sixty-eight  in  1870,  it  was  found  neces- 
sary to  erect  a  new  school-house  in  the  Sixth  Ward 
in  1870  and  one  in  the  Fourth  Ward  in  1872 ;  while, 
on  the  other  hand,  the  unsafe  condition  of  those  in 
the  Second  and  Third  Wards  rendered  their  remod- 
eling necessary,  and  the  same  cause  also  necessitated 
the  erection  of  a  new  building  in  the  First  Ward  in 
1874.  Further  increase  in  population  made  necessary 
the  erection  of  still  another  house,  the  one  in  the 
Eighth  Ward,  on  Ninth  Street,  which  was  commenced 
in  1881  and  finished  in  November,  1882,  at  a  cost  of 
about  seven  thousand  dollars.  This  building  has  four 
rooms,  and  the  plan  is  such  that  two  more  can  be 
easily  added. 

In  May,  1878,  G.  H.  Desh  was  elected  superintend- 
ent in  place  of  Mr.  Buehrle,  and  served  until  1881, 
when  the  present  superintendent,  L.  B.  Landis,  was 
chosen  as  his  successor.  Mr.  Landis  had  formerly 
taught  in  the  Allentown  schools,  but  had  removed 
from  town  and  served  for  several  years  as  superin- 
tendent of  the  Hokendaqua  schools  prior  to  return- 
ing here  and  assuming  his  advanced  position. 

The  schools  are  now  in  a  very  prosperous  condition 
and  of  a  high  standard  of  excellence.  They  are  in~per- 
fect  harmony  and  accord  with  the  higher  educational 
institutions  of  the  town.  The  favorable  standing  of  the 
public  high  school  is  attested  by  the  fact  that  its  grad- 
uates are  admitted  to  Muhlenberg  College  on  very 
slight  examination.  The  high  school,  of  which  the 
superintendent  is  ex  officio  principal,  has  about  one 
hundred  and  twenty-five  pupils,  and  the  total  number 
in  all  of  the  schools  (yearly  enrollment)  is  about  three 
thousand  seven  hundred.  There  are  for  the  accom- 
modation of  this  large  number  of  scholars  ten  build- 
ings, having  an  aggregate  of  sixty-seven  rooms. 
Fifty-nine  teachers  are  engaged  in  the  instruction  of 
the  children.  The  following  is  a  full  and  correct  list, 
and  contains  the  names  of  some  who  have  been 
engaged  in  education  here  for  many  years : 

High  School. — Superintendent,  L.  B.  Landis;  F.  D. 
Raub,  Miss  A.  S.  Grammes,  Miss  Rosa  Kessler. 
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First  Ward  Building. — Secondary,  W.  C.  Butz, 
Miss  Annie  F.  Schwartz;  Advanced  Primary,  H. 
Maurice  Romig,  Miss  Minnie  Koonsj  Primary,  Miss 
Emma  Scholl,  Miss  Hattie  Bitterling,  Miss  Ella 
Rinker,  Miss  Mary  Roth. 

Second  W'lrd  Buildings. — Grammar,  B.  F.  Abbott, 
Miss  Lavinia  Busse;  Secondary,  Morris  F.  Cawley, 
Miss  Emma  Aschbach  ;  Advanced  Primary,  Miss  A. 
J.  Keck,  Miss  Leah  Fischel;  Primary,  Miss  Ida 
Hausman,  Mi?s  Alice  Kichline. 

Third  Ward  Building. — Secondary,  James  Webb, 
Miss  Ella  Gabriel ;  Advanced  Primary,  Miss  Clara 
Balliet,  Miss  Maggie  Spatz ;  Primary,  Miss  Carrie  B. 
Kichline,  Miss  Lizzie  Steltz. 

Fourth  Ward  Building  (Chew  Street). — Grammar, 
J.  W.  Rodgers,  Miss  E.  J.  Haines ;  Secondary,  H.  S. 
Moyer,  C.  H.  Rhoads ;  Advanced  Primary,  Miss 
Annie  Lind,  Miss  Annie  Saeger;  Primary,  Miss 
Emma  Weida. 

Fourth  Ward  Building  (Tmaet  Street). — Secondary, 
Miss  Louise  Mohr,  Miss  Emma  L.  Mills;  Advanced 
Primary,  Miss  L.  C.  Berkemeyer,  Miss  L.  C.  Weaver ; 
Primary,  Miss  C.  C.  Christman,  Miss  L.  A.  Winters. 

Fifth  Ward  ^ai'Mmgr.— Grammar,  G.  P.  Bates,  Miss 
L.  C.  Busse-;  Secondary,  William  H.  Albright,  Miss 
E.  Nonnemacher;  Advanced  Primary,  J.  A.  Conrad, 
Miss  Alice  Shock,  Miss  Carrie  E.  Koons ;  Primary, 
Miss  Mary  A.  Daubert,  Miss  Maggie  Sykes,  Miss  L. 
Virginia  Smith,  Miss  A.  E.  Young. 

Sixth  Ward  Building.— Secondnry,  James  F.  Gal- 
lagher, Miss  F.  A.  McCafFerty ;  Advanced  Primary, 
Miss  Emma  C.  Dunlap,  Miss  Mary  J.  McGee;  Pri- 
mary, Miss  Bridget  Gallagher,  Miss  Rose  A.  Crilly. 

Eighth  Ward  Building.— Pnm&ry,  Miss  Sallie  Grif- 
fith, Miss  Annie  Holmay,  Miss  Ida  M.  Knauss. 

Following  is  the  course  of  study  in  the  public 
schools,  of  which  every  branch  prescribed  (even 
those  marked  optional)  have  been  studied  since  1867  : 
Primary  &A00&.  —  Alphabet,  orthography,  first, 
second,  and  third  readers,  elementary  arithmetic, 
drawing  and  writing  on  slate,  oral  instruction,  in- 
cluding lessons  on  form,  color,  plants,  animals,  morals, 
and  manners. 

Advanced  Pnmary.— Orthography,  second,  third, 
and  fourth  readers,  penmanship,  elementary  arithme- 
tic, oral  geography,  drawing  on  slate,  oral  instructions 
(as  before),  lessons  on  business  forms,  letter-writing, 

etc. 

Secondary,  First  Fear.— Orthography,  fourth  reader, 
primary  geography,  arithmetic  (mental  and  written), 
penmanship,* and  drawing. 

Second  Fear.— Orthography,  fifth  reader,  common 
school  geography,  arithmetic,  etc.,  as  above,  lessons  in 
elementary  composition,  reviews,  abstracts,  dictation, 
letters,  business  forms,  etc.,  oral  instruction  in  forms 
of  government,  races,  exports  and  imports,  morals 
and  manners. 

Grammar,  First  Fe«i-.— Fifth  reader,  orthography, 
geography,    penmanship,    drawing    and    arithmetic 


(continued),   grammar,    physiology,    history    of  the 
United  States. 

Second  Year. — Sixth  year,  history  of  the  United 
States,  zoology,  botany,  German,  and  book-keeping 
(optional),  orthography,  grammar,  penmanship,  draw- 
ing and  arithmetic  (continued),  declamation  and  com- 
position for  the  entire  course. 

Higli  School,  First  Year. — Reading,  grammar, 
arithmetic  (continued),  algebra,  German,  general  his- 
tory, book-keeping,  and  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  for  boys,  and  chemistry  for  girls. 

Second  Year. — Rhetoric,  English  literature,  geom- 
etry and  trigonometry,  Latin,  Greek  (optional  for 
girls),  German,  geology,  chemistry  for  boys,  and  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  for  girls. 

Third  Year. — Rhetoric,  Latin,  Greek,  and  German 
(continued),  physics,  astronomy,  physical  geography, 
moral  philosophy,  general  review,  declamation,  and 
composition  during  the  entire  course. 

Allentown  Academy, — Although  it  did  not  come 
into  actual  existence  until  1819,  the  Allentown 
Academy  was  chartered  by  act  of  the  Legislature  in 
March,  1814.  The  important  parts  of  this  act  were 
as  follows : 

Section  1.  Be  it  ewded.  That  there  shall  be  and  hereby  is  established 
in  tbe  borough  of  Northampton  (Allentown),  in  Lebigh  County,  an 
academy  or  public  school  for  tbe  education  of  youth  in  the  English  and 
otber  languages,  in  the  useful  arts,  sciences,  and  literature,  by  tbe 
name,  style,  and  title  of  tbe  Allentown  Academy,  under  the  care,  direc- 
tion, and  government  of  six  trustees,  to  wit :  Peter  Rhoads,  John  Horn, 

John  Miller, Taylor,  James  Wilson,  George  Keck,  Adam  Keep, 

and  Jacob  Martin,  which  said  trustees  and  successors  to  be  elected,  as 
hereinafter  mentioned,  shall  be  and  hereby  are  declared  to  be  one  body 
politic  and  corporate  in  deed  and  in  law,  by  the  name,  style,  and  title 
of  "  the  trustees  of  the  Allentown  Academy,"  etc. 

Sec.  6.  That  the  sum  of  82000  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  granted 
out  of  any  unappropriated  money  in  the  treasury  of  this  commonwealth, 
to  be  paid  to  the  treasurer  of  the  institution,  etc.,  to  be  applied :  $1000 
thereof  in  the  erection  of  a  building  or  buildings,  etc.,  and  the  pur- 
chasing of  books,  mathematical  instruments,  and  the  necessary  philo- 
sophical apparatus,  and  the  remaining  SIOOO  shall  be  placed  in  some 
safe  and  productive  fund  or  funds,  and  tbe  income  thereof  shall  be  for- 
ever applied  in  aid  of  otber  measures  to  compensate  a  teacher  or  teach- 
j   ers  in  said  Academy. 

"  Sec.  6.  That  there  shall  be  admitted  into  said  academy,  in  coose- 
1  quence  of  said  appropriation,  any  number  of  poor  children  of  said 
'  county  that  may  at  any  time  be  offered,  in  order  to  be  provided  with 
books  and  stationery  and  taught  gratis;  provided  that  the  number  so 
admitted  and  taught  shall  at  no  time  be  greater  than  four,  and  that 
none  of  said  children  so  admitted  shall  continue  in  said  academy  to  he 
taught  gratis,  should  others  apply,  longer  than  two  years;  and  be  it 
further  provided  that  before  any  part  of  the  appropriation  shall  be  paid 
on  the  order  or  orders  of  said  trustees,  they,  or  a  majority  of  them, 
shall  duly  certify  that  subscriptions  to  the  amount  of  $1000  have  been 
obtained  and  secured,  to  be  paid  for  the  use  of  said  Academy,  and  that 
the  trustees  have  proceededto  erect  the  building  aforesaid." 

The  last  clause  deferred  the  erection  of  the  academy 
for  several  years,  and  the  original  trustees  appear 
to  have  done  nothing  to  bring  the  school  into  exist- 
ence even  at  such  time  as  they  were  empowered  to, 
and  hence  in  1819  the  act,  which  had  passed  out  of 
force,  was  renewed.  The  trustees  then  appointed 
were'  James  Wilson,  Dr.  Jacob  Martin,  John  J. 
Krause,  John  Romig,  John  Fogel,  John  Siegel,  and 
Philip  kleckner.    They  immediately  addressed  them- 
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selves  to  the  work.  In  an  address  which  they  pub- 
lished in  the  newspapers,  afLer  reminding  the  public 
of  the  act  of  incorporation  and  the  appropriation  of 
two  thousand  dollars  by  the  State  on  condition  that 
one  thousand  dollars  should  be  subscribed  by  the  citi- 
zens, they  say,  "and  yet,  notwithstanding  the  above 
act  has  been  passed  now  upwards  of  seven  years,  said 
condition  has  never  been  fuflUed.  Surely  this  condi- 
tion of  things  may  continue  no  longer.  In  almost 
ever  county  of  the  State  there  are  one  or  more  acade- 
mies in  which  the  children  of  the  citizens  can  be  edu- 
cated to  moral  excellence,  and  shall  Lehigh  stand 
alone  as  a  pillar  of  darkness  in  the  midst  of  the  ra- 
diance of  the  surrounding  light  and  intellectual  re- 
finement? We  hope  not,  and  therefore  earnestly 
expect  that  all  benevolent  enterprising  citizens  in 
town  or  county  will  early  avail  themselves  of  the  op- 
portunity to  call  on  Dr.  Jacob  Martin  or  John  J. 
Krause,  Esq.,  and  contribute  their  share  towards  the 
attainment  of  an  object  so  extraordinarily  desirable 
and  so  easily  to  be  accomplished." 

The  object  for  which  they  labored  was  not  realized 
until  four  years  had  passed,  when  in  1823  the  trustees 
made  the  following  announcement,  "Since  the  re- 
quired amount  for  the  erection  of  the  Allentown 
Academy  is  now  subscribed  and  the  undersigned  de- 
sire to  make  preparations  this  summer  yet  for  its 
erection,  the  trustees  are  earnestly  requested  to  meet 
for  this  purpose  at  the  house  of  George  Haberacker, 
in  the  borough  of  Northampton,  on  Saturday,  July 
30.  The  trustees  are  Peter  Newhard,  of  Northamp- 
ton ;  Daniel  Saeger,  of  North  Whitehall ;  Daniel. 
Eberhard,  of  Upper  Milford;  John  Guth,  of  South 
Whitehall ;  H.  W.  Knipe,  of  Upper  Saucon  ;  Henry 
Bitter,  of  Salisbury ; '  and  Philip  Wint,  of  Upper 
Saucon." 

A  building  was  erected  at  the  corner  of  Walnut 
and  Eighth  Streets,  which  is  still  standing,  and  in 
1827,  Silas  H.  Hickox,  who  came  from  New  England, 
took  charge  of  the  school.  The  academy  at  once  se- 
cured a  place  in  the  front  rank  of  the  schools  of  the 
town  and  of  the  valley,  and  retained  its  position  for 
many  years.  Mr.  Hickox  resigned  in  1829  for  the 
purpose  of  devoting  himself  to  the  legal  profession, 
and  was  succeeded  by  W.  W.  Wertz.  After  his  term 
of  service,  and  prior  to  1853,  the  principals  were 
Frederick  Mancourt,  Charles  A.  Douglass,  R.  S.  Mc- 
Clenachan,  and  Robert  Chandler.  In  1852,  Professor 
I.  N.  Gregory  took  charge  of  the  school  and  remained 
as  its  principal  until  1865.  He  was  the  most  success- 
ful teacher  the  academy  ever  had,  and  during  the  long 
period  he  was  at  its  head  the  institution  enjoyed  the 
utmost  popularity.  Dr.  Murphy  was  engaged  as  prin- 
cipal in  1867,  but  remained  only  a  short  time,  and  it 
became  apparent  that  the  school  had  closed  its  era  of 
usefulness. 

Mr.  Gregory,  under  authority  of  an  act  of  the  Leg- 
islature, had  put  a  mortgage  on  the  building  for  the 
purpose  of  raising  funds  for  enlarging  it,  and  under 


this  mortgage  the  property  was  sold  by  the  sheriff  in 
1881.  By  this  sale  sixteen  hundred  dollars  was  real- 
ized over  and  above  the  amount  of  the  judgment,  and 
this  sum  was  divided  equally  between  Muhlenberg 
College  and  the  Female  Seminary.  At  a  meeting  of 
the  trustees — Eli  J.  Saeger,  August  Weidner^  George 
P.  Weil,  R.  E.  Wright,  Henry  Gabriel,  and  Dr.  Alfred 
J.  Martin— held  July  15,  1881,  Messrs.  Wright  and 
Martin  were  appointed  a  committee  to  convey  the 
surplus  to  the  two  institutions  mentioned.  This  was 
done  on  condition  that  each  of  them  should  grant  one 
perpetual  scholarship,  of  which  the  benefit  should  be 
received  by  such  graduates  of  the  public  schools  as 
the  school  controllers  and  directors  should  see  fit  to 
present  for  the  favor.  This  measure  having  been 
consummated,  the  trustees  of  the  old  Allentown 
Academy  resigned  sine  die. 

Muhlenberg  College.' — This  institution  was  or- 
ganized in  the  year  1867  to  meet  a  want  long  felt  by 
many  of  the  pastors  and  members  of  the  Lutheran 
Church  east  of  the  Susquehanna  River.  Pennsylva- 
nia College,  at  Gettysburg,  where  the  Ministerium  of 
Pennsylvania  for  many  years  held  two  professorships, 
failed  to  meet  the  wants  and  develop  the  educational 
interests  of  the  fifty  thousand  communica<nt  members 
then  already  belonging  to  that  Synod,  a  number  that 
has  since  increased  to  nearly  a  hundred  thousand. 
The  remoteness  of  Gettysburg  from  this  centre  of 
Lutheran  population  and  wealth  had  from  the  begin- 
ning been  considered  by  many  a  serious  objection  to 
it  as  a  place  for  the  education  of  their  youth,  and  in 
reality  had  the  effect  of  limiting  the  number  of  stu- 
dents from  this  territory  to  a  proportion  of  one  college 
student  to  every  two  thousand  communicants.  It  was 
evident  that  so  small  an  attendance  from  this  region 
would  not  develop  the  educational  interests  of  the 
Lutherans  of  Eastern  Pennsylvania,  as  the  necessities 
of  the  church  and  the  welfare  of  the  community  re- 
quired. 

In  addition  to  the  disadvantageous  location  of  Penn- 
sylvania College,  and  of  far  more  weight  in  urging  the 
immediate  establishment  of  a  Lutheran  institution  for 
higher  Christian  education  east  of  the  Susquehanna, 
were  the  peculiar  state  of  affairs  resulting  from  the 
organization  of  the  General  Council  of  the  Lutheran 
Church  and  the  establishment  of  the  Theological  Sem- 
inary in  Philadelphia  by  the  Synod  of  Pennsylvania. 
The  differences  already  existing  between  the  ruling  ele- 
ments in  the  institutions  at  Gettysburg  and  the  Synod 
of  Pennsylvania,  in  spirit,  theological  trend,  and  the 
degree  of  importance  given  to  the  German  language, 
were  increased  to  such  an  extent  that  the  Synod  was 
constrained  to  seek  elsewhere  the  education  of  her 
youth  and  the  preparation  of  a  sufiScient  number  of 
students  for  the  Theological  Seminary  in  Philadel- 
phia. She  could  not  have  recourse  to  any  of  the  col- 
leges then  existing  in  Eastern  Pennsylvania,  for,  how- 
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ever  excellent  they  may  have  been,  they  were  not 
founded  to  meet  the  peculiar  wants  of  the  Lutheran 
Church  and  her  population.  The  Synod  was,  there- 
fore, under  the  necessity  of  organizing  a  college 
adapted  to  her  own  wants  and  those  of  the  people 
whom  she  represented.  Muhlenberg  College  was  the 
result. 

Before  proceeding  with  the  history  of  the  college 
proper,  it  will  aid  to  a  better  understanding  of  the 
subject  to  give  a  brief  sketch  of  the  Allentown  Sem- 
inary, which  became  the  forerunner  of  Muhlenberg 
College. 

As  early  as  the  1st  of  May,  1848,  the  Allentown 
Seminary  was  opened  in  Livingstone  mansion,  under 
the  principalship  of  Rev.  C.  R.  Kessler,  of  the  Re- 
formed Church.  He  had  been  induced  to  engage  in 
the  work  chiefly  by  Rev.  S.  K.  Brobst  of  the  Lutheran 
Church,  the  originator  of  the  enterprise  and  its  most 
zealous  supporter.  The  building  in  which  the  sem- 
inary was  at  first  housed  was  a  large  two-story  stone 
edifice,  now  the  east  wing  of  Muhlenberg  College. 
This  mansion,  with  the  beautiful  grounds  around  it, 
had  at  one  time  belonged  to  the  Livingstones,  rela- 
tives of  the  Aliens,  who  were  the  founders  of  the 
town.  Before  the  seminary  was  opened  this  property 
had  passed  into  the  possession  of  Messrs.  Pretz  and 
Weinsheimer,  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  and 
continued  in  their  ownership  until  the  organization 
of  Muhlenberg  College,  when  it  was  purchased  by 
that  corporation. 

The  object  of  the  institution  was  set  forth  by  the 
first  principal,  Rev.  C.  R.  Kessler,  in  a  letter  dated 
March,  1848,  to  the  Jugfiidfrninil,  published  by  Rev. 
S.  K.  Brobst.  It  reads  aa  follows:  "This  institution 
is  especially  designed  for  those  who  desire  to  prepare 
themselves  for  the  sphere  of  the  teacher.  It  is,  how- 
ever, easily  seen  that  those  also  can  attend  the  insti- 
tution with  advantage  who  propose  studying  either 
theology,  jurisprudence,  or  medicine,  and  wish  to  pre- 
pare themselves  for  one  of  the  higher  classes  of  col- 
lege, and  also  those  who  are  seeking  important  ac- 
quisitions in  knowledge  and  a  higher  culture.  This 
institution  will  oifer  special  advantages  to  those  who 
desire  a  thorough  and  practical  knowledge  of  the 
German  language.  The  moral  culture  of  the  pupils 
will  receive  special  attention."  Bible  history,  biblical 
antiquities,  and  Christian  morals  were  enumerated 
among  the  regular  studies.  The  primary  object  of 
the  school,  though  of  the  highest  importance,  was 
nevertheless  not  attained,  as  it  was  urged  in  advance 
of  the  times,  so  that  the  Allentown  Seminary  as  a 
normal  school,  or  teachers'  seminary,  was  a  failure. 
The  attendance  during  the  first  term  was  but  eleven, 
only  four  of  whom  had  come  to  prepare  for  teaching. 
The  institution,  though  retaining  in  view  all  it  had 
set  out  to  accomplish,  was  soon  announced  as  a  class- 
ical school  for  boarders  and  day-scholars.  After 
much  discouragement  and  zealous  effort  on  the  part 
of  the   principal   and   the  friends   of   education   by 


whom  he  was  sustained,  the  interests  of  the  school 
began  to  advance,  and  the  attendance  increased  to 
such  an  extent  that  it  became  necessary  to  furnish 
enlarged  accommodations.  Accordingly,  during  the 
summer  of  1851  a  new  building,  now  the  west  wing 
of  Muhlenberg  College,  was  erected.  In  the  year 
1854  the  attendance  had  risen  to  two  hundred  and 
two, — one  hundred  and  forty-seven  males  and  fifty- 
five  females.  The  central  building,  occupying  the 
space  between  the  east  and  west  wings,  was  then 
erected  during  the  summer  of  1854,  and  Livingstone 
mansion  was  raised  to  three  stories,  so  that  the  entire 
seminary  building  presented  a  front  of  one  hundred 
and  thirty  feet,  and  furnished  accommodations  for 
one  hundred  boarders.  These  were  the  buildings 
which,  with  the  spacious  grounds  around  them,  sub- 
sequently passed  into  the  possession  of  the  corpor- 
ation of  Muhlenberg  College.  While  the  institution 
was  in  the  height  of  its  prosperity,  its  honored  prin- 
cipal and  founder  was  called  to  rest  from  his  labors. 
He  died  March  4,  1855. 

The  institution  continued  under  the  name  of  the 
Allentown  Seminary  until  the  year  1864. 

The  following  gentlemen  succeeded  Rev.  Mr.  Kess- 
ler as  principal  in  the  order  of  their  names :  Rev.  W. 
M.  Reynolds,  D.D.,  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  Rev.  W. 
Philip's,  A.M.,  and  Rev.  W.  R.  Hoff'ord,  A.M.,  both 
of  the  Reformed  Church. 

In  March,  1864,  the  institution  was  regularly  char- 
tered by  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  under  "the 
name,  style,  and  title  of  the  Allentown  Collegiate  In- 
stitute and  Military  Academy."  Under  this  charter 
it  possessed  collegiate  powers  and  privileges.  Not- 
withstanding the  fact  that  it  had  the  chartered  rights 
of  a  college,  and  was  nominally  under  the  control  of 
a  board  of  trustees,  it  was. in  reality  merely  a  private 
school.  Rev.  M.  L.  HoflTord,  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  was  the  only  president  of  the  institution 
under  the  above  charter.  The  last  year  of  his  ad- 
ministration brings  us  to  the  organization  of  Muhlen- 
berg College,  whose  history  we  now  proceed  to  give. 

From  the  fact  that  many  of  the  pastors  and  laymen 
of  the  Lutheran  Church  in  Allentown  and  vicinity 
were  warm  friends  and  patrons  of  the  institution 
through  all  the  years  of  its  existence,  the  attention  of 
the  Ministerium  of  Pennsylvania,  to  which  they  be- 
longed, was  repeatedly  directed  to  it,  with  a  view  to 
securing  it  for  the  Synod.  Committees,  who  were 
charged  with  the  duty  of  looking  after  the  educational 
interests  of  the  church  in  the  institution  at  Allen- 
town, were  appointed  by  Synod,  and  reported  annually 
from  1860  to  1867  ;  and  as  early  as  1862  the  Synod  rec- 
ommended the  institution  as  a  preparatory  school  to 
young  men  who  desired  to  prepare  for  the  ministry. 

Many  public-spirited  citizens  of  Allentown,  anxious 
to  secure  the  benefits  of  a  higher  institution  of  learning 
for  their  young  city,  though  some  of  the  most  active 
were  not  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  co-operated 
most  earnestly  and  efficiently  with  the  Lutheran  pas- 
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tors  and  laymen  in  the  effort  to  enlist  the  interest  of  the 
Ministerium  and  to  establish  a  college.  The  need  of 
a  training-school  for  the  Theological  Seminary  which 
the  Synod  had  opened  in  Philadelphia,  Oct.  3,  1864, 
encouraged  and  intensified  this  effort,  so  that  the  agi- 
tation and  labors  of  seven  years  resulted  In  the  for- 
mation of  a  joint-stock  company  for  the  purchase  of 
the  property  and  management  of  the  institution  by  a 
board  of  trustees,  two-thirds  of  whom  were  to  be 
elected  by  the  stockholders  and  one-third  by  the 
Synod  from  among  such  of  its  members  as  were 
stockholders. 

The  charter  was  amended  to  meet  the  new  require- 
ments, and  under  this  amended  charter  a  meeting  of 
the  stockholders  was  called  by  the  ofiicers  of  the 
former  organization  on  Feb.  2,  1867,  and  under  their 
supervision  a  new  board  of  trustees  was  elected,  in 
whom  were  vested  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the 
former  board.  The  new  board  consisted  of  eighteen, 
twelve  of  whom  were  elected  as  the  representatives 
of  the  stockholders,  and  the  remaining  six  to  serve 
until  the  Synod  elected  its  own  trustees.  The  board 
elected  at  this  meeting  of  the  stockholders  were  the 
following:  Hon.  R.  E.  Wright,  president;  Rev.  E.  J. 
Koons,  secretary ;  Jonathan  Reichard,  treasurer  ;  Rev. 
S.  K.  Brobst,  Rev.  W.  Rath,  Rev.  J.  Yeager,  Rev.  F. 
J.  F.  Schantz,  C.  W.  Cooper,  M.  H.  Horn,  W.  Saeger, 
B.  F.  Trexler,  W.  H.  Blumer,  C.  Pretz,  E.  J.  Saeger, 
L.  Klump,  E.  S.  Shimer,  H.  Weinsheimer,  Mayor 
Samuel  McHose. 

This  board  took  charge  of  the  institution  April  4th 
of  the  same  year,  and  unanimously  elected  Rev.  Pro- 
fessor F.  A.  Muhlenberg,  of  Gettysburg,  to  the  presi- 
dency of  the  college.  The  friends  of  the  new  enter- 
prise were  exceedingly  encouraged  by  his  final  accept- 
ance of  the  position,  aften  he  had  at  first  declined. 
It  gave  prominence  and  standing  to  the  college  from 
the  start.  His  ripe  and  accurate  scholarship,  his  long 
and  successful  experience  in  teaching  for  twelve  years 
in  Franklin  College,  at  Lancaster,  and  seventeen  years 
in  Pennsylvania  College,  at  Gettysburg,  his  eminent 
personal  character,  exhibiting  the  various  noble  quali- 
ties of  an  honorable  Christian  gentleman,  his  kind 
but  firm  disposition,  and  the  fact  that  he  was  a  worthy 
son  of  noble  sires,  with  a  name  distinguished  in  the 
history  of  our  country  and  church,  marked  him  out 
as  the  man  for  the  place,  capable  not  only  of  occupy- 
ing, but  also  of  dignifying,  the  position.  At  a  meeting 
of  the  board,  held  May  21,  1867,  the  institution  was 
named  Muhlenbcrfi  College,  in  honor  of  Henry  Mel- 
choir  Muhlenberg,  the  distinguished  pioneer  of  the 
Lutheran  Church  in  this  country,  and  the  great-grand- 
father of  the  president  of  the  college.  It  is  proper  to 
state  in  this  connection  that  the  well-known  modesty 
of  President  Muhlenberg  often  led  him  to  express  to 
the  writer  of  this  sketch  his  deep  regret  that  the  col- 
lege had  received  the  name  of  his  family. 

The  board  of  trustees  of  Muhlenberg  College,  as 
has  been  stated,  took  charge  of  the  institution  April 


4,  1867,  but  continued  the  course  of  instruction  of  the 
Collegiate  Institute  until  the  close  of  the  scholastic 
year  in  June.  In  addition  to  the  former  teachers  of 
the  Institute,  the  services  of  the  writer,  who  had  just 
graduated  from  the  Theological  Seminary  in  Phila- 
delphia, and  was  awaiting  his  ordination  at  the  meet- 
ing of  the  Synod  in  June,  were  secured  to  aid  the 
teaching  force  in  winding  up  the  aflFairs  of  the  Col- 
legiate Institute.  While  engaged  in  this  service,  on 
May  21st,  he  was  elected  principal  of  the  academic 
department,  and  also  provisional  professor  of  German 
until  a  regular  professor  in  that  department  could  be 
secured.  At  the  solicitation  of  President  Muhlenberg, 
and  by  the  advice  of  his  former  teachers  in  the  Theo- 
logical Seminary,  he  accepted  the  position,  and  has  at 
different  times,  as  circumstances  required,  taught  in 
all  the  departments  of  the  college,  being  the  only 
member  of  the  faculty  who  has  been  uninterruptedly 
connected  with  it  from  the  beginning. 

The  Allentown  Collegiate  Institute  and  Military 
Academy  was  formally  and  finally  closed  with  appro- 
priate exercises  in  St.  John's  Lutheran  Church,  on 
the  27th  of  June,  1867. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Synod  at  Lebanon,  June, 
1867,  the  following  was  reported :  "  The  committee 
appointed  by  Synod  in  1860,  charged  with  the  duty  of 
securing  an  institution  at  Allentown  for  our  church, 
has  the  pleasure  of  reporting  that,  with  the  help  of 
God,  its  labors  of  seven  years  have  resulted  in  the  at- 
tainment of  the  chief  objects  in  view  in  its  appoint- 
ment, viz. :  to  secure  the  continuation  and  advance- 
ment of  the  school  established  nineteen  years  ago  for 
the  promotion  of  Christian  education,  to  bring  this  in- 
stitution under  the  supervision  of  our  church,  and  to 
raise  it  to  the  grade  of  a  full  college.  Muhlenberg 
College  can  and  will  soon  be  formally  opened,  with 
very  fair  prospects  of  success."  At  this  meeting  of 
the  Synod  six  members,  constituting  one-third  of  the 
board  of  trustees,  were  elected.  The  first  full  board 
of  trustees  of  Muhlenberg  College,  under  the  amended 
charter,  consisted  of  the  following  persons :  Elected  by 
the  stockholders.  Rev.  F.  A.  Muhlenberg,  D.D.,  pres- 
ident ex  officio  ;  Rev.  E.  J.  Koons,  secretary ;  Jonathan 
Reichard,  treasurer;  Hon.  R.  E.  Wright,  Rev.  S.  K. 
Brobst,  M.  H.  Horn,  C.  W.  Cooper,  W.  Saeger,  W.  H. 
Blumer,  Rev.  W.  Rath,  Rev.  J.  Yeager,  C.  Pretz,  Rev. 
F.  J.  F.  Schantz.  Elected  by  the  Synod,  Rev.  J.  A. 
Seiss,  D.D.,  Rev.  W.  J.  Eyer,  Rev.  G.  F.  Miller,  A.  W. 
Potteiger,  L.  Klump,  B.  F.  Trexler. 

The  Synod,  at  the  same  meeting,  very  heartily  ap- 
proved the  election  of  Rev.  Dr.  Muhlenberg  as  presi- 
dent of  the  college,  and  earnestly  commended  the 
institution  to  the  patronage  of  the  church. 

The  board  of  trustees  had  in  the  mean  time  made 
arrangements  for  the  alteration  and  enlargement  of  the 
west  wing  of  the  building  as  a  residence  for  the  presi- 
dent, and  for  the  erection  of  a  new  building,  five 
stories  in  height  and  about  one  hu  ndred  feet  in  length, 
to  be  joined  to  the  central  building,  with  such  changes 
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as  were  necessary  to  adapt  the  whole  to  the  purposes 
of  the  college. 

Puhlic  announcement  was  made  that  Muhlenberg 
College,  with  its  four  departments,— college,  aca- 
demic, preparatory,  and  primary,— would  be  opened 
on  the  1st  of  September,  1867,  and  that  the  ceremo- 
nies of  the  inauguration  of  the  faculty  and  the  laying 
of  the  corner-stone  of  the  new  building  would  take 
place  on  the  3d  and  4th  days  of  the  same  month. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  faculty  preliminary  to  the 
opening  of  the  college  was  held  August  30lh.  Presi- 
dent Muhlenberg  occupied  the  chair,  and  the  faculty 
was  organized  by  the  election  of  Professor  T.  L.  Seip 
as  secretary.  The  president  stated  that,  in  order  to 
give  the  college  classes  the  requisite  number  of  recita- 
tions, it  became  necessary  to  make  a  change  in  the  ar- 
rangements, and  that  accordingly  Eev.  H.  N.  Riis  had 
been  elected  professor  of  German,  and  in  consequence 
of  this.  Professor  Seip  had  been  made  assistant  pro- 
fessor of  Greek,  in  addition  to  the  principalship  of  the 
academic  department.  An  adjourned  meeting  of  the 
faculty  was  held  on  Monday,  September  2d,  at  which  a 
schedule  of  hours  was  adopted,  and  arrangements  were 
completed  for  the  beginning  of  recitations  after  the 
ceremonies  of  inauguration. 

On  Tuesday  evening,  September  3d,  the  board  of 
trustees,  the  faculty-elect,  the  clergy,  the  mayor  and 
Councils  of  the  city,  students,  invited  guests,  and  citi- 
zens formed  in  procession  at  St.  John's  Lutheran 
Church,  headed  by  the  Allentown  Cornet  Band,  and 
proceeded  to  the  court-house,  where  the  following  ex- 
ercises took  place  :  Music  by  the  band,  which  per- 
formed by  special  arrangement  "  Old  Hundred"  and 
"  Ein  Feste  Burg ;"  opening  prayer,  by  Eev.  J.  W. 
Wood ;  the  charge  to  the  faculty,  by  Hon.  R.  E. 
Wright,  the  retiring  president  of  the  board ;  the  in- 
augural address,  by  Eev.  F.  A.  Muhlenberg,  D.D., 
president  of  the  college ;  address  by  Eev.  G.  F.  Krotel, 
D.D.,  president  of  the  Synod  of  Pennsylvania.  On 
the  morning  of  the  4th  the  procession  again  formed 
at  St.  John's  Church,  and  proceeded  to  St.  Paul's 
Lutheran  Church,  where,  after  music  by  the  band 
and  choir,  prayer  was  offered  by  Eev.  Professor  J.  F. 
Wilkin,  of  Gettysburg,  and  addresses  were  delivered 
by  Eev.  D.  Gans,  D.D.,  of  Norristown,  and  Eev.  J. 
Vogelbach,  of  Philadelphia.  After  the  exercises  in 
the  church  the  assembly  moved  in  a  procession  to  the 
college  grounds,  when  the  corner-stone  of  the  new 
building  was  laid  by  President  Muhlenberg,  in  the 
name  of  the  triune  God,  prayer  was  offered  by  Rev. 
E.  Bauer,  and  the  benediction  pronounced  by  Eev.  J. 
Yeager. 

The  following  gentlemen  had  been  elected  and  were 
inaugurated  the  first  faculty  of  Muhlenberg  College : 
Eev.  F.  A.  Muhlenberg,  D.D.,  president  and  professor 
of  Greek,  Mental  and  Moral  Science,  and  Evidences 
of  Christianity ;  Eev.  E.  J.  Koons,  A.M.,  vice-presi- 
dent and  professor  of  Mathematics,  Astronomy,  and 
Physics:   Eev.  W.   R.   Hofford,  A.M.,   professor  of 


Latin;  Eev.  S.  Philips,  A.M.,  professor  of  Ehetoric, 
Logic,  English  Literature,  and  Political  Economy; 
Eev.  J.  F.  Fahs,  professor  of  History ;  Eev.  H.  N. 
Eiis,  professor  of  German ;  T.  C.  Yeager,  M.D.,  pro- 
fessor of  Chemistry  and  Botany ;  Eev.  T.  L.  Seip, 
A.M.,  principal  of  the  academic  department  and 
assistant  professor  of  Greek. 

Eecitations  in  the  several  departments  began  Sep- 
tember 4th,  with  arrangements  for  a  full  number  of 
hours  for  all  the  college  classes. 

A  number  of  students  from  Pennsylvania  College 
had  followed  Dr.  Muhlenberg,  and  applied  for  ad- 
mission ad  eundem  in  Muhlenberg  College,  so  that  the 
new  college  started  with  the  four  classes  as  follows : 
Seniors,  4  ;  Juniors,  2 ;  Sophomores,  6 ;  Freshmen, 
13.  The  academic  department  catalogued  136  during 
the  year.     Total,  161. 

Several  changes  in  the  faculty  soon  occurred.  Be- 
fore the  close  of  the  first  month,  September,  Eev. 
W.  R.  Hofford,  professor  of  Latin,  resigned  to  devote 
his  time  to  the  presidency  of  the  Allentown  Female 
College,  which  had  succeeded  to  the  female  depart- 
ment of  the  Allentown  Collegiate  Institute.  The 
duties  of  the  Latin  chair  were  then  divided  among 
the  other  professors.  During  the  next  month,  Octo- 
ber 29th,  Rev.  S.  Philips  accepted  a  call  to  Baltimore, 
Md.,  and  resigned  the  professorship  of  English,  etc. 
Rev.  N.  S.  Strassburger  was  elected  on  the  same  day 
to  serve  in  his  place  as  professor  2>ro  tempore.  He  oc- 
cupied the  position  until  March  31,  1868,  when  he 
resigned.  Rev.  G.  F.  Miller,  A.M.,  of  Pottstown,  was 
elected  professor  of  English,  etc.,  Nov.  12,  1867,  but 
in  April,  1868,  finally  declined  the  position.  Ar- 
rangements were  then  made  with  Eev.  M.  H.  Rich- 
ards to  take  six  recitations  a  week  during  the  summer 
term.  He  was  subsequently.  May  12,  1868,  elected 
professor  of  Latin,  and  accepted  the  position  June 
16th.  During  this  year  the  study  of  geology  was 
added  to  Professor  Koons'  department,  and  physiology 
to  that  of  Dr.  Yeager.  The  tutors  who  assisted  in 
the  academic  department  during  the  first  year  were 
members  of  the  senior  class, — Messrs.  L.  A.  Swope, 
W.  H.  Eickert,  and  E.  A.  Muhlenberg. 

The  Euterpean  and  Sophronian  Literary  Socie- 
ties were  organized  soon  after  the  opening  of  the 
college,  and  displayed  considerable  energy  in  the  col- 
lection of  libraries,  the  furnishing  of  their  halls,  and 
the  promotion  of  the  objects  of  their  organization. 

During  the  next  year  the  following  changes  oc- 
curred. Eev.  H.  N.  Eiis  resigned  the  professorship 
of  German,  March  23,  1869,  preparatory  to  his  return 
to  Germany.  Eev.  J.  B.  Eath,  A.M.,  was  elected 
April  9,  1869,  and  consented  to  serve  as  his  successor 
until  a  professor  of  German  could  be  secured.  This 
was  accomplished  June  24,  1869,  when  Eev.  F.  W.  A. 
Notz,  Ph.D.,  was  elected  German  professor.  Profes- 
sor Eath  then  succeeded  to  the  department  of  His- 
tory, which  was  resigned  August  31st  by  Eev.  J.  F. 
Fahs.    On  the  same  day  Eev.  E.  J.  Koons,  vice-pres- 
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ident  and  professor  of  Mathematics,  etc.,  also  resigned, 
after  which  the  vice-presidency  was  abolished.  The 
instruction  in  the  department  of  Mathematics  was 
divided  among  the  other  professors. 

Luther  A.  Swope,  A.B.,  gave  his  entire  time  as 
senior  tutor,  and  R.  F.  Weiduer,  a  member  of  the 
Senior  Class,  was  junior  tutor  during  the  year  ending 
June,  1869. 

The  Franklin  Society  was  organized  at  the  begin- 
ning of  this  college  year,  and  an  attempt  was  made  by 
its  members  to  establish  a  college  journal,  styled  The 
Collegian,  several  numbers  of  which  appeared,  but  as 
the  effort  was  premature  it  failed  of  success.  Since 
then  the  society  has  confined  its  work  to  the  mainte- 
nance of  the  reading-room. 

At  a  special  meeting  of  the  board  of  trustees,  held 
Oct.  27,  1869,  Professor  Davis  Garber,  A.M.,  was 
elected  to  the  chair  of  Mathematics,  Astronomy,  and 
Physics.  He  accepted  the  position  and  entered  upon 
his  duties  Jan.  4,  1870. 

Rev.  J.  B.  Rath  resigned  the  professorship  of  His- 
tory, June  26,  1871,  when  the  duties  of  this  depart- 
ment were  assigned  to  the  other  professors.  E.  A. 
Muhlenberg,  A.B.,  served  as  junior  tutor  during  this 
scholastic  year  in  place  of  R.  F.  Weidner,  who  had 
resigned.  By  action  of  the  trustees,  June  26,  1872, 
Professor  M.  H.  Richards  was  transferred  to  the  pro- 
fessorship of  English,  Rhetoric,  etc.,  the  duties  of 
which  he  had  previously  performed.  At  the  same 
time  Professor  T.  L.  Seip  was  elected  Latin  professor, 
and  also  continued  to  divide  with  the  president  the 
instruction  in  Greek.  Rev.  G.  F.  Miller  was  elected 
principal  of  the  academic  department,  and  W.  A. 
Beates,  A.B.,  tutor  in  place  of  the  former  tutors,  who 
had  resigned. 

Professor  Notz,  having  accepted 'a  call  to  Water- 
town,  Wis.,  resigned  the  professorship  of  German, 
Aug.  21,  1872,  the  duties  of  which  were  then  assigned 
to  Professor  Miller.  At  the  close  of  the  next  scholas- 
tic year,  June  26,  1873,  Professor  T.  C.  Yeager,  M.D., 
resigned  the  chair  of  Chemistry,  etc.  The  duties  of 
this  department  were  then  assumed  by  the  president 
and  the  professor  of  Mathematics.  At  the  same  time 
Professor  Miller  was  transferred  from  the  academic  de- 
partment to  the  professorship  of  German,  and  the 
former  department  was  conducted  by  two  tutors.  W. 
A.  Beates,  A.B.,  was  appointed  senior,  and  G.  F. 
Kribbs,  A.B.,  junior  tutor. 

The  next  change  occurred  April  13, 1874,  when  Pro- 
fessor Richards  resigned  to  accept  a  call  to  Indian- 
apolis, Ind.  The  duties  of  his  department  were  di- 
vided among  the  other  professors  for  the  rest  of  the 
scholastic  year.  Rev.  R.  F.  Weidner,  A.M.,  suc- 
ceeded to  the  English  professorship,  and  entered  upon 
his  duties  at  the  beginning  of  the  next  term,  Septem- 
ber, 1874.  At  the  same  time  W.  M.  Herbst,  M.D., 
was  added  to  the  corps  of  instructors  as  professor  of 
Botany.  M.  C.  Henninger,  A.B.,  now  State  senator 
from  this  county,  succeeded  G.  F.  Kribbs,  A.B.,  as 


junior  tutor,  and  served  until  the  close  of  the  college 
year,  June,  1875. 

The  institution  had  now  reached  a  crisis  in  its  his- 
tory. Its  financial  burden,  which  from  various  causes 
had  increased  from  time  to  time,  had  become  so  great 
that  many  of  the  best  friends  of  the  college  despaired 
of  its  ability  to  survive.  The  financial  panic  of  1873, 
and  the  complete  stagnation  in  the  great  iron  indus- 
tries of  this  valley  and  region,  together  with  the  gen- 
eral depression  in  trade,  seriously  impaired  the  pros- 
pects of  the  institution  by  the  reduction  of  the  number 
of  its  students  and  the  loss  in  its  income.  The  early 
expectations  of  its  founders  in  the  matter  of  securing 
endowments  had  not  been  realized,  though  the  larger 
part  of  the  endowment  fund,  and  several  thousand 
dollars  for  the  current  expenses  of  the  college,  had 
been  secured  through  the  personal  efforts  of  its  presi- 
dent, whose  multiplied  duties  and  faithful  labors  in 
the  college  were  more  than  sufficient  to  occupy  his 
time.  The  institution  therefore  found  itself  ill  pre- 
pared to  withstand  the  financial  stress  of  the  times, 
and  it  became  absolutely  necessary  to  secure  funds  for 
its  relief  or  go  into  liquidation.  Repeated  efforts  had 
been  made  to  secure  a  financial  agent  outside  the 
faculty,  but  without  success.  Finally,  Jan.  18,  1876, 
the  board  of  trustees  elected  Professor  T.  L.  Seip  to 
act  as  financial  agent,  relieving  him  of  the  duties  of 
his  professorship  until  he  should  resign  the  agency. 
He  entered  upon  his  new  work  February,  1876,  and 
continued  his  labors  as  agent  until  the  close  of  the 
next  college  year,  in  June,  1877.  During  this  time 
he  visited  such  congregations  of  the  Ministerium  of 
Pennsylvania  as  were  open  to  him,  and  presented  the 
wants  of  the  college  from  the  pulpit,  and  from  house 
to  house,  to  individual  members  of  the  church  and  the 
community  in  which  he  labored.  By  the  blessing  of 
God  an  interest  in  the  college  was  soon  awakened, 
which  encouraged  its  friends,  restored  confidence  in 
its  permanency,  and  resulted  in  averting  the  ruin  that 
had  threatened.  About  thirty-three  thousand  dollars 
were  secured  for  endowment  and  current  expenses, 
and  many  who  since  then  became  students  in  the  in- 
stitution had  their  attention  directed  to  it  for  the  first 
time  by  this  agency.  Professor  Seip  resigned  the 
agency  in  June,  1877,  and  returned  to  the  more  con- 
genial duties  of  his  professorship.  During  his  ab- 
sence the  instruction  in  his  department  was  divided 
among  the  other  professors,  aided  by  Rev.  R.  Hill, 
who  was  added  to  the  faculty  as  assistant  professor  of 
Greek.  The  college  and  the  community  suffered  a 
serious  loss  in  the  resignation  of  President  Muhlen- 
berg, Sept.  11,  1876,  who  accepted  the  Greek  profes- 
sorship in  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  to  which 
he  had  been  elected.  His  resignation  took  effect  at 
the  close  of  the  term  in  December,  when  he  removed 
to  Philadelphia  to  enter  upon  his  duties  there  with 
the  new  year.  This  severance  of  Dr.  Muhlenberg's 
official  relations  with  the  college,  while  in  strict  obe- 
dience to  a  conscientious  regard  for  what  he  believed 
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to  be  his  duty,  was  nevertheless  deeply  regretted  by  all 
who  knew  his  worth  and  his  self-sacrificing  labors  in 
behalf  of  the  institution.  This  regret  was  expressed 
at  the  time  in  terms  highly  complimentary  to  him, 
both  in  the  public  press  and  in  the  official  resolutions 
of  the  board  of  trustees  and  the  faculty,  whose  honored 
head  he  had  been  for  nearly  ten  years. 

Rev.  B.  Sadtler,  D.D.,  who  had  been  very  success- 
ful in  the  active  ministry  of  the  church  and  as  prin- 
cipal of  the  Lutherville  Female  Seminary,  and  who 
was  at  the  time  a  prominent  member  of  the  board  of 
directors  of  Pennsylvania  College  at  Gettysburg, 
was  elected  Dr.  Muhlenberg's  successor  Oct.  11,  1876, 
and  entered  upon  his  duties  as  president  January, 
1877.  His  inauguration  was  postponed  until  the 
meeting  of  the  Synod,  in  St.  John's  Church,  Allen- 
town,  May  28, 1877,  when  the  charge  to  the  president 
was  delivered  by  Eev.  J.  Fry,  D.D.,  of  Reading,  and 
the  inaugural  address  by  the  president-elect.  He  was 
then  inducted  into  his  office  by  the  president  of  the 
Synod,  Rev.  C.  W.  Schaeffer,  D.D.,  in  the  presence  of 
the  assembled  Synod,  the  trustees,  faculty,  and  stu- 
dents of  the  college,  and  a  large  concourse  of  citi- 
zens. At  this  meeting  of  the  Synod  the  full  control 
and  responsibility  for  the  maintenance  of  the  college 
were  assumed  by  the  Ministerium  by  her  election  of 
the  entire  board  of  trustees.  This  right  had  been 
vested  in  that  body  by  a  change  in  the  charter,  which 
had  been  secured  for  that  purpose  by  the  stockholders 
prior  to  the  meeting  of  the  Synod.  By  this  change 
Rev.  W.  Rath  became  the  president  of  the  board,  as 
the  president  of  the  faculty  was  no  longer  ex  officio  a 
member  of  the  board  of  trustees.  At  the  beginning 
of  this  scholastic  year  Professor  Weidner  resigned  the 
English  chair,  and  Rev.  M.  H.  Richards  was  elected 
professor  of  English  Oct.  11,  1876,  and  entered  upon 
his  duties  January,  1877.  At  the  close  of  the  college 
year,  June,  1877,  Professor  Miller  retired,  and  Rev.  B. 
W.  Schmauk  succeeded  as  "  acting''  professor  of 
German.  The  higher  Greek,  formerly  taught  by  Dr. 
Muhlenberg,  was  assigned  to  Professor  Seip,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  Latin  professorship,  on  his  return  from 
the  work  of  the  financial  agency,  June,  1877. 

At  this  time  the  academic  department  was  reorgan- 
ized, with  Rev.  Professor  A.  R.  Home,  A.M.,  as  prin- 
cipal, and  an  adequate  corps  of  instructors  to  aid  him. 
This  change  was  followed  by  a  large  increase  in  the 
attendance  in  that  department,  the  number  having 
risen  from  forty-three  during  the  previous  year  to  one 
hundred  and  twenty-five  for  the  year  ending  June, 
1878. 

During  the  following  year,  1878-79,  there  was  no 
change  either  in  the  faculty  or  the  organization  of 
the  different  "departments.  Early  in  June,  1879,  the 
gratifying  intelligence  was  received  that  the  late 
Hon.  Asa  Packer,  president  of  the  Lehigh  Valley  Rail- 
road Company,  the  beneficent  founder  of  the  Lehigh 
University  and  St.  Luke's  Hospital,  at  Bethlehem, 
had  left  a  bequest  of  thirty  thousand  dollars  to  Muh- 


lenberg College.  By  subsequent  action  of  the  board, 
this  fund  was  set  apart  for  the  endowment  of  the 
"  Asa  Packer  Professorship  of  the  Natural  and 
Applied  Sciences."  At  the  semi-annual  meeting  of 
the  board,  held  Jan.  20,  1880,  Rev.  R.  Hill  resigned 
as  assistant  professor  of  Greek,  but  at  the  request  of 
the  board  consented  to  serve  until  the  end  of  the 
term. 

The  Synod  of  Pennsylvania,  at  its  meeting  in  Lan- 
caster, resolved  to  raise  the  sum  of  twenty-five  thou- 
sand dollars  for  the  endowment  of  the  "  Professorship 
of  the  German  Language  and  Literature."  At  the 
meetings  of  the  board  of  trustees,  June  24  and  July 
20,  1883,  measures  were  taken  to  carry  this  resolu- 
tion into  effect.  Rev.  Schmauk  having  resigned  as 
"  acting"  professor  of  German,  Rev.  W.  Wackerna- 
gel  was  elected  to  this  professorship,  and  was  charged 
with  theVork  of  securing  funds  for  the  endowment 
of  his  chair.  By  request  of  the  board.  Rev.  Schmauk 
divided  the  instruction  in  German  with  Professor 
Wackernagel  until  the  opening  of  the  next  scholastic 
year,  when  he  assumed  the  full  duties  of  the  profes- 
sorship. 

Subsequently  an  arrangement  was  made  to  secure 
the  salary  of  the  German  professor  by  annual  contri- 
butions from  congregations  until  the  endowment  is 
obtained.  At  this  time,  through  the  liberality  of 
Messrs.  James  K.  Mosser  and  Thomas  Keck,  a  firm 
well  known  for  its  generous  and  intelligent  interest  in 
every  good  work,  Professor  Seip  was  enabled  to  pre- 
pare a  pleasant  surprise  for  the  friends  of  the  college, 
having  secured  from  them  during  the  summer  vaca- 
tion a  cash  endowment  of  twenty  thousand  dollars 
for  the  professorship  of  the  Greek  Language  and  Lit- 
erature. This  endowment  was  accepted  by  the  board 
at  a  special  meeting  held  July  20,  1880.  At  the 
same  meeting  Professor  Seip  resigned  the  Latin  pro- 
fessorship, and  was  elected  "  Mosser-Keck  Professor 
of  the  Greek  Language  and  Literature,''  retaining 
higher  Latin  in  connection  with  the  Greek. 

At  the  close  of  the  college  year  in  June,  1881,  the 
board  elected  Professor  E.  F.  Smith,  Ph.D.,  late  of 
the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  to  the  Asa  Packer 
Professorship  of  the  Natural  and  Applied  Sciences. 
He  accepted  and  entered  upon  his  duties  at  the  open- 
ing of  the  term  in  September.  Professor  Herbst 
resigned  as  professor  of  Botany,  and  this  branch  was 
assumed  by  Professor  Smith. 

During  this  year  a  bequest  of  two  thousand  dollars 
was  received  from  the  estate  of  the  late  E.  Jonathan 
Deininger,  of  Reading,  for  the  endowment  fund  of  the 
German  professorship. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  board  in  June,  1882,  Rev.  A. 
R.  Home,  D.D.,  resigned  as  principal  of  the  academic 
department.  Rev.  J.  Kohler,  A.M.,  succeeded  him  as 
principal,  and  G.  T.  Ettinger,  A.B.,  who  had  been  in- 
structor in  the  ancient  languages  under  Dr.  Home, 
was  elected  assistant  principal.  In  order  to  complete 
the  record  of  the  academic  department  we  should  add 
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here  that  in  addition  to  those  already  mentioned  the 
following  persons  have  been  instructors  in  that  depart- 
ment at  different  times  :  C.  F.  Herrman,  W.  L.  Black- 
man,  W.  P.  Shanor,  Henry  Carver,  F.  R.  Flood,  J.  F. 
Beates,  M.  L.  Home,  O.  G.  J.  Schaadt,  Rev.  J.  M. 
Hantz,  E.  S.  Dieter,  and  Rev.  B.  G.  Snyder,  all, 
except  Mr.  Shanor,  under  Dr.  Horae. 

During  the  college  year,  1882-83,  Professor  E.  F. 
Smith  received  and  accepted  a  call  to  Wittenberg 
College,  Springfield,  Ohio.  His  resignation  was  pre- 
sented and  accepted  with  regret  June  27,  1883.  N. 
Wiley  Thomas,  Ph.D.,  was  elected  his  successor  and 
entered  upon  his  duties  at  the  beginning  of  the  pres- 
ent college  year,  September,  1883. 

During  this  year  the  Franke  Missionary  Society 
was  organized  with  the  object  of  cultivating  the  mis- 
sionary spirit  among  the  students  and  of  promoting 
the  cause  of  foreign  missions. 

The  Muhlenberg  Monthly,  a  college  journal,  was 
started  in  June,  the  first  number  being  furnished  by 
the  graduating  class.  It  will  hereafter  be  published 
under  the  auspices  of  the  literary  societies. 

The  scholastic  year,  1883-84,  has  thus  far  been 
attended  with  but  one  change,  the  resignation  of  J. 
Reichard  as  treasurer.  He  served  from  the  begin- 
ning until  September  of  this  year,  in  all  over  sixteen 
years.  Rev.  R.'Hill  was  appointed  treasurer  joro  tem- 
pore. The  past  history  of  the  college  shows  that  the 
faculty  has  been  enlarged  as  the  means  have  aug- 
mented, so  that  the  professors  might  devote  them- 
selves more  especially  to  their  specific  departments, 
and  furnish  increased  and  improved  facilities. 

The  faculty,  as  at  present  constituted  (December, 
1883),  are  as  follows  :  Rev.  Benjamin  Sadtler,  D.D., 
president  and  professor  of  Mental  and  Moral  Science 
and  Evidences  of  Christianity ;  Davis  Garber,  A.M., 
professor  of  Mathematics,  Astronomy,  and  Meteor- 
ology; Rev.  Theodore  L.  Seip,  A.M.,  Mosser-Keck 
professor  of  the  Greek  Language  and  Literature  and 
secretary  of  the  faculty  ;  Rev.  Matthias  H.  Richards, 
A.M.,  professor  of  the  English  Language  and  Liter- 
ature; Rev.  William  Wackernagel,  D.D.,  professor 
of  the  German  Language  and  Literature ;  N.  Wiley 
Thomas,  Ph.D.,  Asa  Packer  professor  of  the  Natural 
and  Applied  Sciences;  Rev.  John  Kohler,  A.M., 
principal  of  the  Academic  Department ;  George  T. 
Ettinger,  A.M.,  assistant  principal.  The  duties  of 
the  Latin  professorship  are  discharged  by  the  other 
professors. 

The  board  of  trustees  of  the  college  during  the 
sixteen  years  of  its  existence  has  embraced  many  of 
the  most  prominent  citizens  of  Allentown,  as  well  as 
active  laymen  and  eminent  divines  of  the  Synod  of 
Pennsylvania.     Its  officers  have  been  the  following  : 

Preddeut8.—E.on.  R.  E.  Wright,  1867 ;  Rev.  F.  A. 
Muhlenberg,  D.D.,  1867-1876 ;  Rev.  W.  Rath,  1877, 
to  the  present  time. 

&creto-«w.— Rev.  E.  J.  Koons,  1867-1869;  C.  Pretz, 
1869-1874;  Rev.  J.  D.Schindel,  1874,  to  the  present! 


Treasurers. — J.  Reichard,  1867,  to  September,  1883 ; 
Rev.  R.  Hill,  1883. 

The  resources  of  the  college  have  been  gradually 
increased  until  at  the  present  time  its  endowment 
amounts  to  over  one  hundred  and  fifteen  thousand 
dollars,  exclusive  of  the  buildings  and  property,  which 
are  equal  in  value  to  the  amount  of  the  debt  now 
resting  on  the  institution.  It  has  thus  far  received  an 
annual  appropriation  from  the  Synod  of  Pennsylvania, 
in  addition  to  the  stated  contributions  of  individual 
congjegations,  for  the  support  of  the  German  professor. 
The  institution  has  three  libraries,  one  belonging  to 
the  college  and  one  to  each  of  the  literary  societies, 
besides  cabinets  of  minerals,  philosophical  apparatus, 
a  chemical  laboratory,  and  such  other  equipments  as 
are  necessary  and  useful  in  a  college.  The  institution 
aims  at  furnishing  a  thorough  Christian  education, 
and  embraces  in  its  regular  curriculum  religious  in- 
struction, philosophy,  history,  literature,  the  ancient 
classics,  as  well  as  modern  languages,  mathematics, 
the  natural  and  applied  sciences,  and  such  other 
branches  as  are  necessary  to  a  complete  and  well- 
rounded  course  of  liberal  instruction. 

The  institution  has  always  been  jealous  of  its  hon- 
orary degrees,  and  during  its  entire  history  has  con- 
ferred the  honorary  degree  of  D.D.  upon  only  three 
persons. 

From  the  foregoing  narrative  of  the  changes  which 
have  taken  place  year  after  year,  it  is  evident  that 
Muhlenberg  College  has  had  its  struggles  as  well  as 
its  triumphs,  perhaps  more  of  the  former  than  the 
latter.  But  through  the  very  struggles  of  its  infancy 
it  has  developed  strength,  and  by  the  work  it  has 
already  accomplished  it  has  demonstrated  its  right  to 
existence.  Its  graduates  are  scattered  over  the  States 
and  Territories  of  this  broad  land,  and  some  are  even 
in  foreign  countries,  the  majority  of  them  laboring  for 
the  welfare  of  their  fellow-men  in  the  gospel  ministry, 
and  the  rest  for  the  most  part  pursuing  honorable 
careers  in  the  professions  of  teaching,  law,  and  medi- 
cine, or  in  successful  business.  Very  many  not  grad- 
uates have  been  helped  to  a  better  education  than 
they  would  otlierwise  have  acquired,  from  the  fact  that 
the  college  brought  the  needed  facilities  within  their 
reach.  It  has  attracted  to  Allentown  annually,  as 
speakers  before  its  literary  societies,  and  in  other 
capacities,  men  of  national  reputation  in  church  and 
State,  and  some  whose  names  are  familiar  even  beyond 
our  own  shores,  and  has  thus  also  aided  in  the  educa- 
tion of  the  masses  of  the  community  for  whose  benefit 
it  was  established. 

Muhlenberg  College,  through  the  liberality  of  its 
friends,  the  efforts  of  its  trustees,  and  chiefly  by  the 
self-sacrificing  labors  of  its  faculty,  has  unquestion- 
ably accomplished  great  good  for  the  church  and  the 
world. 

The  Allentown  Female  College.— This  institution 
was  founded  in  1867,  and  is  vested  with  full  collegiate 
powers.     It  is  under  the  general  direction  of  a  board 
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of  trustees  and  the  auspices  of  East  Pennsylvania  and 
Lehigh  Classes  of  the  Reformed  Church.  Its  founders, 
deeply  impressed  with  the  importance  of  providing 
for  the  higher  education  of  woman,  and  recognizing 
the  great  advantages  to  be  derived  from  such  an  insti- 
tution, determined  to  found  a  school  whose  special 
aim  should  be  to  make  it  distinguished  fur  its  re- 
ligious influence  upon  the  heaH,  as  well  as  for  the 
thorough  cultivation  of  the  mind,  thus  to  develop  all 
the  excellencies  of  a  pure,  noble,  Christian  woman- 
hood. 

The  desires  and  purposes  of  these  advocates  of 
higher  female  education  found  embodiment  and 
recognition  in  a  resolution  offered  and  adopted  at  a 
special  meeting  of  East  Pennsylvania  Classis,  held  in 
Zion's  Reformed  Church,  Allentown,  July  V2,  1867, 
to  establish  a  female  college  in  Allentown,  Pa.,  to  be 
under  the  supervision  of  the  East  Pennsylvania 
Classis  of  the  Reformed  Church.  A  committee  was 
appointed,  consisting  of  Revs.  N.  S.  Strassberger,  W. 
R.  Hofford,  I.  K.  Loos,  D.  F.  Brendle,  and  Samuel 
Philips,  with  instructions  to  effect  an  organization, 
make  all  the  necessary  arrangements  for  the  opening 
of  the  college,  and  superintend  the  educational  in- 
terests until  further  measures  should  be  adopted  by 
Classis.  At  a  session  of  this  executive  committee, 
July  12,  1867,  it  was  decided  upon  that  a  joint  stock 
company  should  be  formed  to  secure  funds  for  the 
purchase  of  property  and  the  erection  of  suitable 
buildings,  that  the  college  should  be  under  the  man- 
agement of  a  board  of  trustees,  two-thirds  to  be  mem- 
bers of  the  Reformed  Church,  and  the  organization 
to  be  known  by  the  name  of  Lehigh  Female  College. 
A  course  of  study  embracing  all  the  principal  branches 
of  a  thorough  Christian  education  was  adopted ;  the 
several  deparments  as  at  present  existing,  the  primary, 
academic,  and  collegiate,  were  constituted,  and  the 
terms  for  tuition  fixed.  Rev.  L.  Cort  was  appointed 
general  agent.  To  enlist  the  interest  of  friends  of 
education,  and  to  secure  a  hearty  co-operation  in  this 
enterprise,  a  public  meeting  was  held  on  Thursday 
evening,  July  12,  1867,  in  Zion's  Reformed  Church, 
and  addresses  were  delivered  setting  forth  the  advan- 
tages of  the  college, — its  claims  upon  business  men, 
parents,  and  members  of  the  church.  The  result  was 
the  appointment  of  a  business  committee,  whose  duty 
it  should  be  to  counsel  and  co-operate  with  the  ex- 
ecutive committee  in  commending  the  college  to  the 
favorable  consideration  of  the  business  portion  of  the 
community.  The  committee  was  constituted  as  fol- 
lows: Charles  W.  Cooper,  Esq.,  John  H.  Oliver,  Esq., 
Hon.  R.  E.  Wright,  Rev.  A.  J.  G.  Dubbs,  Messrs.  A. 
G.  Renninger,  G.  P.  Weil,  Thomas  Mohr,  Milton  J. 
Kramer,  and  W.  H.  Blummer.  To  facilitate  concert 
of  action  and  to  secure  greater  efficiency  the  two  com- 
mittees were  consolidated  under  the  name  of  the  ex- 
ecutive committee. 

The  first  president  was  the  Rev.  Lucian  Cort.  The 
school  organization  was  effected  on  the  fifth  day  of 


September,  1867,  in  the  lecture-room  of  Zion's  Re- 
formed Church.  The  number  of  pupils  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  first  day  was  eight,  which  by  the  end  of  the 
week  had  increased  to  fifteen.  The  instructors,  in  con- 
nection with  the  president,  were  Revs.  W.  R.  Hofford 
and  N.  8.  Strassberger,  Miss  M.  E.  Garrett  and  Miss 
Ida  E.  Erdman. 

Sept.  16,  1867,  the  executive  committee  appointed 
Rev.  W.  Hofford  to  attend  to  the  school  work  of  the 
president  for  the  remainder  of  the  year,  with  the  view 
of  enabling  Rev.  L.  Cort  to  give  his  undivided  atten- 
tion to  the  duties  as  general  agent. 

Feeling  the  want  of  a  more  suitable  room,  a  removal 
was  soon  made  from  the  basement  of  the  church  to 
rooms  in  Hecker's  building,  on  Hamilton  Street, 
above  Eighth.  This  place,  however,  like  the  other, 
was  only  a  temporary  shelter.  It  was  desired  that  the 
school  should  be  perpetuated,  its  growing  wants  satis- 
factorily met,  and  hence  the  question  arose.  Where 
shall  it  be  permanently  located  ?  This  question  was 
answered  by  Hon.  R.  E.  Wright,  Sr.,  a  liberal-minded 
citizen  and  warm  friend  of  this  educational  enterprise, 
who,  for  suitable  consideration,  offered  his  beautiful 
grounds  on  Foiirth  Street,  known  as  "  Clover  Nook," 
which  were  taken  in  possession  and  occupied  for 
school  purposes  in  April,  1868.  The  institution  rap- 
idly increased  in  number,  and  before  the  end  of  the 
first  year  the  accommodations  were  too  limited,  and  it 
was  resolved  to  build  an  addition.  To  provide  the 
necessary  funds  a  committee  was  appointed  to  dis- 
pose of  additional  stock.  This  committee  met  with 
encouraging  success,  which  was  largely  owing  to  the 
influence  and  work  of  its  chairman.  Rev.  A.  J.  G. 
Dubbs. 

The  summer  session  of  1868  was  closed;  earlier  than 
usual  to  afford  the  trustees  time  to  enlarge  and  extend 
the  building.  In  less  than  three  months  the  building 
was  completed  so  far  as  to  admit  of  llie  opening  of 
the  school  at  the  usual  time.  The  college  was  not 
formally  opened  until  November,  1868,  when  appro- 
priate addresses  were  delivered  by  Rev.  T.  G.  Apple, 
D.D.,  of  Lancaster,  and  Rev.  J.  Beck,  D.D.,  of  Easton. 

Pursuant  to  a  notice  given  by  East  Pennsylvania 
Classis,  a  meeting  of  the  stockholders  was  held  at  the 
American  Hotel  on  the  evening  of  the  17th  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1868.  Samuel  McHose,  Esq.,  was  appointed 
chairman,  and  Dr.  E.  G.  Martin  secretary.  Hon.  R. 
E.  Wright,  Sr.,  presented  a  charter,  which  he  had 
prepared  by  request.  It  was  read  and  unanimously 
adopted,  and  ordered  to  be  presented  to  the  court  of 
Lehigh  County  for  incorporation  under  the  laws  of 
Pennsylvania.  The  charter  was  granted  by  the  court 
during  the  June  term  of  1868.  By  this  instrument 
the  name  was  changed  to  the  present  title,  "  Allen- 
town Female  College."  In  accordance  with  the  re- 
quirements of  the  charter,  an  election  was  held  for 
six  trustees  to  represent  the  stockholders  in  the  board. 
The  following  gentlemen  were  elected,  viz. :  Charles 
W.  Cooper,  Esq.,  Hon.  R.  E.  Wright,  Sr.,  Hon.  Joseph 
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Laubach,  John  H.  Oliver,  Esq.,  Dr.  E.  G.  Martin, 
and  Aaron  Troxell,  Esq. 

It  was  also  officially  announced  that  Rev.  A.  J.  G. 
Dubbs,  Rev.  W.  R.  Hofford,  and  Aaron  G.  Renninger, 
Esq.,  were  elected  member-s  of  the  board  to  represent 
East  Pennsylvania  Classis  in  her  trust  of  the  insti- 
tution. 

The  formal  organization  of  the  board  was  effected 
Feb.  21, 1868,  by  electing  Hon.  Joseph  Laubach  presi- 
dent, Rev.  A.  J.  G.  Dubbs  vice-president.  Dr.  E.  G. 
Martin  secretary,  and  Mr.  Aaron  Troxell  treasurer. 
The  board  of  trustees  now  assumed  the  sole  control 
and  jurisdiction  of  the  college  by  the  adoption  of  the 
minutes  of  the  executive  committee,  in  whose  charge 
the  school  had  hitherto  been  since  its  organization. 
The  number  of  trustees  was  originally  nine,  but  by  a 
subsequent  act  it  was  increased  to  eighteen.  The  fol- 
lowing gentlemen  constitute  the  board  at  present: 
Hon.  Joseph  Laubach,  president ;  Rev.  A.  J.  G. 
Dubbs,  vice-president ;  E.  G.  Martin,  M.D.,  secre- 
tary; Aaron  G.  Renninger,  Esq.,  treasurer;  Hon.  R. 
E.  Wright,  Sr.,  Charles  W.  Cooper,  Esq.,  Aaron 
Troxell,  Esq.,  Rev.  W.  R.  Hofford,  W.  R.  Lawfer, 
Esq.,  Rev.  I.  K.  Loos,  J.  W.  Grubb,  Esq.,  J.  R. 
Schall,  Esq.,  Rev.  S.  G.  Wagner,  D.D.,  G.  H.  Stem, 
Esq.,  W.  H.  Deshler,  Esq.,  Rev.  T.  0.  Stem,  Samuel  A. 
Butz,  Esq.,  and  Rev.  D.  F.  Brendle.  For  many  years 
have  the  members  of  the  board  shown  their  fidelity  to 
the  responsible  trust  committed  to  them  by  their  lib- 
eral support,  unflagging  interest,  enterprise,  and  zeal 
in  every  measure  calculated  to  increase  the  efficiency 
and  promote  the  welfare  of  the  college.  Its  steady 
growth  and  the  rank  to  which  it  attained  among  the 
institutions  of  our  country  for  its  higher  education  of 
woman,  for  t)ie  thoroughness  of  its  organization,  and 
discipline  and  excellence  of  its  training,  have  been  a 
source  of  satisfaction  to  the  board  as  well  as  to  its 
many  patrons  and  friends. 

Th  e  Rev.  Lucian  Cort's  connection  with  the  college  as 
its  first  president  was  of  but  short  duration.  The  Rev. 
W.  R.  Hofford,  A.M.,  was  formally  elected  to  the  posi- 
tion of  president  July  27,  1868.  On  the  22d  of  June, 
1869,  the  Rev.  S.  G.  Wagner,  D.D.,  was  elected  vice- 
president  and  professor  of  Mental  and  Moral  Science, 
whose  valuable  services  as  an  experienced  and  suc- 
cessful teacher  and  wise  counselor  were  very  generously 
rendered  to  the  college  for  seven  years.  The  labors 
of  a  large  congregation  and  shattered  health  necessi- 
tated his  withdrawal  from  the  faculty,  but  in  his  ca- 
pacity as  a  member  of  the  board  he  has  continued  as 
a  warm  friend  and  earnest  worker  for  the  furtherance 
of  the  interests  of  the  college.  During  the  years  1869 
and  1870,  J.  S.  Hess,  A.M.,  who  is  at  present  ably 
representing  Northampton  County  in  the  public  coun- 
cils of  the  State  Senate,  delivered  a  course  of  inter- 
esting and  instructive  lectures  on  English  literature. 
The  Rev.  N.  S.  Strassborger,  A.M.,  carefully  dis- 
charged the  duties  of  the  professorship  of  German 
Language  and  Literature  for  several  years.     Other 


teachers  of  marked  ability  and  success  have  held 
positions  in  the  various  departments  from  time  to 
time,  viz. :  Miss  M.  Lizzie  Garrett,  Miss  Ida  C.  Erd- 
man,  Mi.ss  Maria  Serfass,  Miss  Caroline  E.  Marvin, 
Miss  Sue  C.  Lentz,  Miss  Sarah  Hughes,  Mrs.  E. 
Appleton,  Miss  H.  Jane  Johnston,  Miss  Katie  M. 
Rothrock,  Miss  Elda  J.  Lichtenwallner,  Miss  Annie 
Allen,  Miss  Katie  Koch,  Miss  N.  C.  Detrick,  Miss 
Clara  S.  McCauley,  Mrs.  Lavinia  Gardner,  Miss  Mary 
S.  Mills,  Mi.ss  Caroline  E.  D.  Ca-sper,  Miss  Katie  L. 
Shriner,  Professors  C.  F.  Herman,  W.  S.  Blackman, 
and  F.  X.  Braulik. 

The  number  of  pupils  enrolled  on  the  college  reg- 
ister from  September,  1867,  to  June,  1883,  is  five  hun- 
dred and  seventy-four;  the  number  of  alumnae  is 
precisely  one  hundred. 

The  impaired  health  of  President  Hoflferd  necessi- 
tated him  to  seek  relief  from  the  burden  of  responsi- 
bility and  the  arduous  duties  of  the  position  which 
he  had  held  for  fifteen  years,  and  in  accordance  with 
the  advice  of  his  physician  he  tendered  his  resigna- 
tion, and  withdrew  from  the  presidency  April  16, 
1883.  At  the  same  time  the  Rev.  W.  E.  Krebs,  who 
had  been  previously  elected  by  the  trustees,  entered 
upon  his  duties  as  president,  and  was  formally  in- 
augurated in  St.  John's  Reformed  Church  of  this  city 
on  the  evening  of  the  21st  of  June,  1883. 

The  following  comprise  the  faculty  at  present: 
Rev.  W.  E.  Krebs,  A.M.,  president.  Mental  and 
Moral  Science;  Rev.  W.  R.  Hoff'ord,  A.M.,  Latin 
Language  and  Literature;  Miss  Lottie  E.  Shafer, 
English  Branches  ;  Miss  M.  Poole,  Drawing,  Paint- 
ing, and  French  ;  Miss  Katie  S.  Shriner,  Music ;  Miss 
Ada  Krebs,  Music ;  Miss  Ida  E.  Hofford,  English 
Branches;  Edwin  G.  Martin,  M.D.,  Attending  Phy- 
sician. The  trustees  are  at  this  writing  engaged  in 
erecting  a  large  wing  to  the  north  side  of  the  build- 
ing in  order  to  be  able  to  meet  the  growing  wants  of 
the  college.  The  building  committee  consists  of  the 
following  gentlemen :  W.  H.  Deshler,  Esq.,  S.  A. 
Butz,  Esq.,  Rev.  W.  R.  Hofibrd,  John  Schall,  Esq., 
and  J.  W.  Grubb,  Esq. 

Religious  History— The  Lutheran  Churches  in 
Allentown.'— The  history  of  the  Lutheran  Church  in 
Allentown  begins  substantially  with  the  history  of 
the  place  itself.  Fortunately,  that  which  might  easily 
have  been  lost  by  the  lapse  of  time,  as  having  taken 
place  more  than  a  century  ago,  has  been  faithfully 
preserved  in  various  records,  and  was  laboriously 
gathered  together  and  presented  in  excellent  form 
upon  the  occasion  of  the  twenty-fifth  anniversary  of 
St.  John's  Evangelical  Lutheran  Congregation  by 
Rev.  B.  M.  Schmucker,  D.D.,  at  one  time  pastor  of 
this  church.  From  his  memorial  discourse  all  the 
statements  following  have  been  taken  up  to  1855,  and 
all  credit  for  them  are  due  to  him. 

In  1762,  Allentown  is  said  to  have  been  laid  out 

1  By  Professor  M.  H.  Richards. 
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by  James  Allen,  its  founder.  In  the  same  year  the 
Lutherans  and  Eeformed  erected  a  building  of  logs 
to  serve  as  a  church,  and  probably  also  as  a  school- 
house.  Thus,  no  sooner  had  they  begun  to  lay  the 
foundations  of  their  own  houses,  than,  though  few  in 
numbers,  they  also  reared  a  place  of  worship  to  the 
God  of  their  fathers.  The  continuance  of  the  or- 
ganization thus  formed  constitutes  St.  Paul's  Evan- 
gelical Lutheran  Church  of  this  day,  and,  whilst  the 
common  history  of  the  other  organizations  grow- 
ing out  of  it,  may  be  claimed  as  its  peculiar  historical 
record.    We  will  therefore  follow  it  up  as  such. 

St.  Paul's  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church 
(Eighth,  between  Hamilton  and  A¥alnut  Streets). 
— The  first  Lutheran  pastor  was  John  Joseph  Roth. 
Pastor  Roth  had  been  a  Roman  Catholic  studiosus, 
and  was  from  Siegen,  in  Germany.  It  is  not  known 
by  what  authority  he  came  to  act  as  a  Lutheran 
pastor.  He  was  examined  subsequently  by  the  Lu- 
theran Ministerium,  and  upon  approval  of  his  doctrine 
received  as  a  member  of  that  body  without  any  ques- 
tion as  to  the  validity  of  his  ministerial  authority. 
Previous  to  his  taking  charge  at  Allentown  he  had 
made  application  for  such  membership,  and  was  on 
probation  as  to  his  character  and  teachings  at  that 
time.  The  results  of  further  experience  and  fuller 
knowledge  of  these  being  satisfactory,  he  was  re- 
ceived into  full  membership  Oct.  17,  1763,  and  the 
minute  concerning  this  is  the  first  specific  mention  of 
the  Allentown  Church  in  the  Synodical  records  of  the 
Lutheran  Ministerium.  Unfortunately,  the  services 
of  Mr.  Both  as  pastor  did  not  continue  long,  as  he 
died  and  was  buried  May  13,  1764,  at  Upper  Saucon 
Church. 

From  1764,  after  the  death  of  Pastor  Roth,  until 
the  close  of  1769  the  four  congregations  of  the  charge 
to  which  Allentown  belonged  (Upper  Milford,  Sau- 
con, Allentown,  and  Indianfield)  were  vacant  and 
dependent  on  occasional  visits  from  neighboring 
clergymen. 

Toward  the  close  of  1769  these  congregations,  with 
the  addition  of  Macungie,  obtained  the  services  of 
Rev.  Jacob  Van  Buskerk,  who  continued  for  many 
years  to  labor  among  them.  He  was  born  at  Hack- 
ensack,  N.  J.,  seventeen  miles  from  the  city  of  New 
York.  His  father,  Capt.  Jacob  Van  Buskerk,  was  of 
Dutch  descent,  and  his  family  of  much  prominence 
among  the  Lutherans  of  that  vicinity.  Jacob  Van 
Buskerk  was  born  about  1737.  He  studied  first  for 
four  years  with  his  pastor.  Rev.  John  A.  Weygandt, 
then  at  the  College  of  New  Jersey,  at  Princeton,  and 
afterwards  with  Rev.  Mr.  Schuyler,  the  Dutch  Re- 
formed pastor  at  Hackensaek.  He  was  ordained  Oct. 
12,  1763.  After  serving  other  charges  he  removed  to 
Macungie  in  1769,  taking  charge  of  the  circle  of 
churches  in  which  Allentown  was  included.  His 
pastorate  of  Allentown  is  believed  to  have  extended 
from  that  date  to  1778.  It  was  during  his  pastorate 
that  a  second  church  of  stone  was  erected  in  1772. 


Mr.  Van  Buskerk  was  especially  eminent  as  a  cate- 
chist  of  the  young.  The  services  of  the  church  were 
conducted  in  accordance  with  the  forms  prescribed 
by  the  Ministerium  of  Pennsylvania,  adopted  in  1748, 
and  Van  Buskerk's  own  manuscript  copy  of  this  Lit- 
urgy is  in  existence,  and  at  present  in  the  hands  of 
the  Liturgical  Committee  of  said  Synod.  It  is  sub- 
stantially the  same  as  that  now  contained  in  the 
"  Church  Book"  used  by  congregations  of  that  body  at 
the  present  time.  Rev.  Van  Buskerk  died  in  1801,  at 
his  residence  near  the  Upper  Dublin  Church,  and  is 
buried  in  the  churchyard  there. 

After  his  death,  owing  to  the  paucity  of  ministers 
in  the  Lutheran  Church  compared  to  the  incessant 
demands  made  by  the  flowing  in  of  population  from 
abroad,  the  congregation  was  unable  for  some  years 
to  obtain  a  regularly-settled  pastor.  It  was  united 
first  with  one  circle  of  churches  and  then  with  an- 
other. It  was  served  a  short  time  by  one  pastor,  and 
then  again  by  another,  or  by  visitations  uncertain  and 
infrequent  from  the  neighboring  pastors,  already  over- 
tasked. 

In  1783,  John  Christian  Leps  is  mentioned  in  the 
Synodical  minutes  as  pastor  at  Allentown.  It  is 
probable  that  he  resided  there  also.  Mr.  Leps  was  a 
native  of  Denmark,  and  had  resided  in  the  Danish 
West  India  islands.  He  arrived  in  Philadelphia  in 
1773.  He  was  a  man  of  scholarly  attainments,  was 
associated  with  Dr.  Kunze  in  educational  movements, 
which  failed,  owing  in  part  to  the  political  disturb- 
ances of  those  Revolutionary  times.  He  did  not  re- 
main long  at  Allentown,  since  mention  is  made  of  his 
being  in  Virginia  before  1787. 

In  the  list  of  ministers  present  at  the  Synod  in  1793 
is  the  name  of  Joseph  Wichterman  among  the  li- 
censed candidates,  his  residence  being  given  as  Allen 
township.  He  had  charge  of  Allentown  and  the 
church  in  Hanover  township,  with  one  hundred  and 
twenty-three  communicant  members.  He  left  Allen- 
town at  this  meeting  of  Synod  to  go  to  Frederick, 
Md.,  whence  he  soon  departed  for  West  Camp,  N.  Y. 
In  1793,  George  Fred.  EUisen,  a  candidate  from 
Germany,  was  examined  and  licensed,  and  received 
charge  of  Upper  Milford,  Upper  Saucon,  Salisbury, 
and  Allentown.  In  1797  his  name  no  longer  appears 
upon  the  roll,  and  his  license  was  not  renewed.  In 
1800,  or  about  that  time,  John  Conrad  Jaeger  became 
the  pastor  of  the  church  at  Allentown,  and  with  his 
coming  began  once  more  a  period  of  regular  pastoral 
care  and  long  pastorates,  which  had  been  interrupted 
since  the  resignation  of  Van  Buskerk  in  1778.  He 
was  born  near  York,  Pa.  As  a  young  man  of  decided 
talent  and  promise,  he  attracted  the  attention  of  Rev. 
Jacob  Goering,  who  loaned  him  a  Greek  grammar  and 
urged  him  to  undertake  such  studies  as  would  prepare 
him  for  the  sacred  office.     Jaeger  was  already  then  a 

[  married  man,  and  prosecuted  his  labors  in  his  trade 
as  a  tobacconist  while  pressing  forward  his  studies^ 

I  Subsequently  he  removed  to  Philadelphia  in  order  to 
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obtain  educational  advantages,  and  in  1792  was  li- 
censed as  "  catechet"  for  the  congregations  at  Green- 
wich, N.  J.,  and  Williams  township,  Northampton 
Co.,  Pa.  In  1800  he  purchased  a  farm  in  Allen  (now 
Hanover)  township,  where  he  lived  until  his  death, 
Nov.  8,  1832.  He  was  a  man  of  great  activity  of 
mind,  and  a  very  diligent  student.  So  anxious  was 
he  to  obtain  an  accurate  knowledge  of  the  Hebrew 
language  that  his  house  became  the  frequent  stop- 
ping-place of  several  intelligent  Jews,  and  the  even- 
ings of  their  visits  were  devoted  to  the  study  of 
Hebrew.  He  prepared  his  son  and  another  student 
for  the  ministry,  and  he  wrote  out  an  extended 
treatise  on  several  principal  branches  of  theological 
science  for  their  use.  He  died  Nov.  8,  1832,  and 
was  buried  at  Christ's  Church,  Hanover  township, 
of  which  he  had  been  pastor  about  thirty-eight 
years.  About  1800,  as  has  been  stated,  Mr.  Jaeger 
became  pastor  at  Allentown.  The  charge  then 
included  Hanover  (Christ's  Church),  Dry  Lands, 
Frieden's  in  Saucon,  and  Allentown.  In  each  of  his 
four  churches  there  was  Lutheran  preaching  once  in 
four  weeks  on  Sunday  morning,  and  while  he  was 
pastor  there  was  never  any  service  at  night  in  Allen- 
town. The  salary  paid  to  Mr.  Jaeger  by  the  Allen- 
town church  was  one  hundred  dollars.  He  retained 
the  charge  of  these  four  churches  until  1831,  but  his 
son  Joshua  was  licensed  to  preach  in  1827,  and  as- 
sisted his  father  in  his  whole  charge  until  1831,  when 
the  father  resigned  at  Allentown  and  Frieden's,  of 
which  the  son  then  became  pastor. 

Eev.  Joshua  Jaeger,  when  elected  pastor,  settled  in 
the  town  itself,  which  had  received  a  fresh  impulse  of 
growth  from  the  improvement  of  navigation  upon  the 
Lehigh,  and  needed  more  frequent  services.  He  of- 
fered to  preach  every  other  Sunday,  which  proposal 
was  accepted,  and  the  salary  was  increased  to  one 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars.  After  his  father's  death, 
when  he  became  pastor  of  the  two  other  churches  in 
the  charge,  these  additional  services  were  held  in  the 
evenings  of  Sunday.  Week-day  services  were  added 
as  the  town  grew,  the  pastoral  labor  increased,  but 
the  salary  never  rose  above  one  hundred  and  seventy- 
five  dollars. 

In  1834  a  Sunday-school  was  established  by  mem- 
bers of  the  Lutheran  and  Reformed  Congregations. 
In  its  establishment  Mr.  Jaeger  took  a  very  active 
part,  going  around  from  house  to  house,  and  urging 
his  members  to  send  their  children.  The  school  met 
in  the  Lutheran  Church  until  the  completion  of  the 
Reformed  Church  (Zion's),  in  the  erection  of  which  a 
room  was  provided  for  the  school,  when,  in  1839,  the 
school  was  removed  to  its  new  quarters.  Its  officers 
or  most  active  laborers  were  from  both  congregations. 

Joshua  Jaeger  remained  the  pastor  of  St.  Paul's 
for  twenty-one  years.  A  whole  generation  grew  up 
under  his  ministrations.  He  was  respected  and  be- 
loved, a  man  confessedly  upright,  earnest,  eloquent, 
and   faithful.     The  causes  of  his  resignation  at  the 


expiration  of  that  period  were  external,  and  lay  in  the 
growth  of  the  town  and  the  increased  use  of  the 
English  language.  The  former  forced  upon  him  the 
choice  of  resigning  his  country  charges  or  his  town 
congregation,  because  of  the  great  need  of  an  increased 
number  of  public  services.  The  latter  inclined  him  to 
abide  by  his  country  churches,  because  of  his  predi- 
lection for  conducting  the  services  in  the  German 
I  tongue,  in  which  his  training  had  been  and  in  which 
;  he  had  gained  pulpit  ability.  Having  reached  these 
convictions  and  conclusions  therefore,  he  presented 
his  resignation,  April  11,  1852,  in  order  that,  follow- 
ing his  advice,  the  town  congregation  might  secure 
the  services  of  a  pastor  trained  to  the  use  of  English 
and  German. 

The  result  of  Rev.  Jaeger's  resignation  was  not 
precisely  in  accordance  with  the  programme  mapped 
out,  but  exceeded  it  in  efficiency.  The  advice  of  the 
Synod  having  been  sought  led  to  the  selection  of  two 
pastors,  one  for  the  German  portion  of  the  congrega- 
tion, the  other  for  the  English.  Out  of  this  latter 
portion  grew,  as  was  intended  from  the  first  in  the 
advice  given,  a  separate  English  Church,  whose  for- 
tunes are  to  be  narrated  subsequently.  Mr.  Jaeger's 
residence  still  continued  to  be  at  Allentown,  and  his 
stalwart  and  lofty  form  is  even  yet  seen  upon  its 
streets.  Although  far  advanced  in  years  he  continues 
to  serve  his  country  charge  with  fidelity  and  accept- 
ableness,  and  has  outlasted  his  earlier  contemporaries 
in  years  even  as  he  stood  physically  above  them  all 
in  stature.  There  are  few  men,  if  any,  so  well  known 
and  so  widely  acquainted  as  Father  Jaeger  is  after 
the  pastoral  work  of  more  than  half  a  century ;  few 
will  be  so  widely  lamented  at  their  departure,  or  so 
honorably  spoken  of. 

The  removal  to  Allentown,  in  1852,  of  Rev.  Jacob 
Vogelbach,  to  take  charge  of  the  congregations  which 
nearly  a  century  before  had  been  connected  with  Al- 
lentown, enabled  the  German  portion  of  the  congre- 
gation to  secure  a  pastor  who  for  the  present  could 
preach  every  other  Sunday  morning,  and  even  oftener 
at  night,  the  other  services  being  conducted  by  the  pas- 
tor of  the  English  portion.  It  was  hoped,  then,  that 
when  these  latter  members  organized  into  a  separate 
congregation  and  built  their  own  church,  Mr.  Vogel- 
bach would  become  pastor  of  St.  Paul's  alone.  This 
juncture  was  reached  in  18.')4,  when  St.  John's  Eng- 
lish Lutheran  Church  was  built,  and  at  this  time  the 
German  portion  resolved  also  to  replace  the  old  stone 
edifice  by  a  modern  structure  of  brick.  The  old 
building  was  vacated  Easter,  1855,  and  the  present 
edifice  of  Gothic  architecture  arose  upon  the  site  hal- 
lowed by  such  long  and  continuous  worship  of  God. 
In  February,  1857,  Rev.  Vogelbach  resigned  the  pas- 
torate and  accepted  a  call  to  St.  James',  Philadelphia. 
He  was  a  man  of  great  pulpit  power,  earnest  and 
popular  in  tone  and  style.  His  services  were  largely 
attended,  and  his  departure  very  much  regretted.  He 
died  suddenly,  in  his  sixty-eighth  year,  Nov.  20,1880, 
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being  at  that  time  pastor  emeritus  of  St.  James'. 
Jacob  T.  Vogelbach  received  his  theological  training 
in  the  Basel  Missionary  Institute,  and  came  to  this 
country  in  1831.  He  served  congregations  in  Mary- 
land, at  Harrisburg  and  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  and  in  1852 
came  to  Allentown ;  thence  in  1857  to  Philadelphia, 
where  he  continued  until  May,  1879,  as  active  pastor, 
when  on  account  of  impaired  health  he  laid  aside  the 
further  discharge  of  his  duties. 

At  the  departure  of  Pastor  Vogelbach  a  call  was 
extended  to  Eev.  A.  T.  Geissenhainer,  of  Trenton, 
N.  J.,  which  was  finally  accepted.  His  pastorate 
continued  only  up  to  August,  1858,  when  he  resigned, 
and  Rev.  William  G.  Mennig  succeeded  him. 

Rev.  Mennig  took  charge  February,  1859,  and  con- 
tinued in  the  pastorate  until  the  spring  of  1877.  The 
gradual  and  peaceful  growth,  almost  devoid  of  inci- 
dent, that  had  characterized  the  history  of  St.  Paul's 
was  broken  during  the  last  seven  years  of  this  minis- 
try by  serious  disturbances  resulting  in  the  rupture 
of  the  congregation. 

A  narrative  of  this  sort  does  not  assume  the  judicial 
office,  and  can  only  state  the  facts  very  briefly.  Under 
Rev.  Mennig  gradually  what  were  known  as  "New 
Measures"  crept  into  the  services  and  social  religious 
observances  of  the  congregation.  These  estranged  a 
portion  of  the  members  as  much  as  they  were  advo- 
cated by  the  rest.  Finally  the  matter  was  brought 
to  the  notice  of  the  Synod,  which  pronounced  posi- 
tively as  to  the  un-Lutheran  character  of  these  new 
or  Methodistical  measures.  So  far  from  being  de- 
terred by  this,  the  New  Measure  party,  which  had  ob- 
tained possession  of  the  organization  of  the  church, 
opened  negotiations  with  another  Lutheran  Synodical 
body,  the  East  Pennsylvania  Synod,  and  were  received 
by  it,  without  reference  or  objection  to  these  usages 
and  practices,  in  1872.  The  other  members  attempted 
to  obtain  legal  recognition  as  the  true  St.  Paul's 
Church  and  possession  of  the  property,  but,  although 
indorsed  by  the  Synod  of  Pennsylvania,  failed  in  their 
efforts  after  litigation  expensive  to  both  sides,  and  of 
benefit  to  no  one  except  the  legal  fraternity.  Matters 
had  hardly  been  settled  when  Pastor  Mennig  resigned. 
He  also  continues  to  be  a  resident  of  Allentown,  and  oc- 
casionally even  yet  preaches,  although  feeble  and  aged. 
On  the  1st  of  October,  1877,  another  change  took 
place  in  old  St.  Paul's  which  would  also  have  shocked 
or  surprised  some  of  its  ancient  worshipers :  it  was 
voted  to  make  use  of  the  English  language  in  the 
Sunday  evening  services,  which  has  since  been  con- 
tinuously done. 

Deo.  1,  1877,  the  present  pastor.  Rev.  Charles  E. 
Hay,  took  charge.  Since  his  coming  peace  and  steady, 
quiet  growth  have  been  the  characteristics  of  its 
church  life.  The  debts  have  all  been  paid,  various 
church  activities  organized  and  fostered  for  old  and 
young,  extravagances  repressed,  and  a  healthy  old 
age  insured  for  this  venerable  congregation.  The 
present  membership  is  nearly  six  hundred;  its  Sun- 


day-school numbers  over  seven  hundred,  officers  and 
scholars. 

St.  John's  English  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church 
(Fifth,  between  Hamilton  and  Walnut). — We  must 
take  up  the  thread  of  our  narrative  where  we  broke 
off  in  1852  with  the  statement  that  the  English  por- 
tion of  old  St.  Paul's  were  advised  to  select  a  pastor 
for  themselves  and  look  forward  to  a  separate  estab- 
lishment.   Few  in  numbers,  the  promise  of  the  futura 
rather  than  the  harvest  of  the  present,  the  problem 
of  how  to  support  such  a  pastor  and  to  build  such  a 
church  was  no  slight  one.     Extreme  liberality  would 
be  necessary,  extreme  activity  on  the  part  of  the  mem- 
bership, and  no  slight  self-denial  on  the  part  of  the 
new  pastor.    Providentially  these  different  conditions 
of  the  problem  were  provided  for.     In  October,  1852, 
Rev.  B.  M.  Schmucker,  who  had  accepted  a  call  at 
a  salary  of  four  hundred  dollars,  entered  upon  his 
duties.    In  his  own  language,  speaking  of  the  German 
services  of  Pastor  Vogelbach  and  his  own  in  English, 
"  The  contrast  was  very  great  between  the  audiences. 
The  English  audiences  were  very  small.    No  English 
had  been  ever  before  preached  in  the  church,  except 
at  a  meeting  of  Synod,  or  on  some  such  extraordinary 
occasion,  nor  were  there  any  English  services  then  in 
tlie  Reformed  Church.     The  few  English  inhabitants 
not  of  German  descent  had  gathered  into  a  Presby- 
terian and  a  Methodist  congregation,  each  of  which 
had  a  settled  pastor.     Slowly  indeed  but  steadily  the 
little  band  increased.     A  class  of  catechumens  was 
formed  at  once,  and  at  Easter,  1853,  fifteen  were  con- 
firmed.    Early  in   1854  it  was   determined   to  take 
measures  for  the  erection  of  a  church.     A  meeting  of 
those  who  took  an  interest  in  the  matter  was  held  in 
St.  Paul's  Church,  Dr.  Charles  H.  Martin  being  presi- 
dent, and  Augustus  L.  Ruhe  secretary.     A  building 
committee  was  appointed,  and  subscriptions  were  soon 
begun.     The  pastor  devoted  most  of  his  time  to  the 
work  of  securing  funds,  and  ultimately  nearly  nine 
thousand  dollars  was  secured,  including   the  lot  on 
which  the  church  and  parsonage  now  stand."     The 
location  being  selected,  the  contracts  were  made,  the 
foundation  built,  and  the  corner-stone  was  laid  June 
25,    1854.      The   Lutheran   clergymen   present  were 
Revs.  L.  W.  Heydenreich,  C.  F.  Welden,  J.  T.  Vogel- 
bach, and  the  pastor,  B.  M.  Schmucker.     The  articles 
I  placed  in  the  corner-stone  were  a  statement  read  at 
the  time   containing   names  of  national   and   State 
officers,    church    council,    building    committee    and 
builders,  list  of  subscribers,  order  of  .services,  cate- 
'  chism  and   Augsburg  Confession,  church   and   town 
papers. 

The  new  church  was  consecrated  May  6,  1855.  In 
the  morning  the  attending  ministers  and  the  building 
committee  went  in  procession  from  the  pastor's  resi- 
dence to  the  church,  bearing  the  Bible,  service-books, 
and  the  communion  vessels.  An  especial  antiphonal 
order  of  consecration  had  been  prepared  for  the  occa- 
sion  which  included  the  separate  consecration  of  the 
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altar,  pulpit,  books,  and  vessels.  The  sermon  was  de- 
livered by  Kev.  C.  F.  Schaeffer.  In  the  afternoon 
Rev.  J.  T.  Vogelbach  preached  ;  in  the  evening  Rev. 
J.  Dubbs,  of  the  Reformed  Church.  The  services  were 
continued  on  Monday  and  Tuesday,  and  on  the  next 
two  days  the  District  Conference  met  in  the  new 
church. 

July  16,  1855,  the  new  congregation  was  formally 
organized.  The  name  and  style  of  St.  John's  Evan- 
gelical Lutheran  Church  was  adopted.  The  congre- 
gation resolved  to  unite  with  the  Lutheran  Minis- 
terium  of  Pennsylvania,  and  adopted  the  constitution 
then  prescribed  by  it.  The  following  officers  were 
elected  :  Deacons,  Benjamin  M.  Krause,  William  H. 
Balliet,  Tilghman  J.  Kleppinger,  John  J.  Jarrett ; 
Elders,  William  Saeger,  Ephraim  Grim,  Christian 
Pretz,  and  Charles  Keck.  Fifteen  male  members  were 
present  and  took  part  in  these  proceedings.  The 
church  was  incorporated  in  February,  1856,  and  in 
April  a  corporate  seal  was  adopted. 

In  February,  1856,  the  purchase  of  an  organ  was 
agitated,  and  soon  afterwards  a  contract  was  made 
with  Henry  Knauff,  of  Philadelphia,  to  build  an  organ 
of  sixteen  stops  for  the  sum  of  twelve  hundred  dollars. 
Mr.  C.  P.  Herrman  became  organist,  and  has  con- 
tinued until  now  to  give  eminent  distinction  to  the 
music  of  St.  John's  by  his  superior  attainments  and 
thorough  appreciation  of  the  spirit  of  our  Lutheran 
Church  service. 

At  the  first  communion,  Nov.  4,  1855,  thirty-nine 
persons  communed,  of  whom  ten  were  heads  of 
families. 

Rev.  B.  M.  Schmucker's  pastorate  continued  until 
1862,  when  he  accepted  a  call  to  St.  John's  Church, 
Easton,  Pa.  Its  activity  was  exercised  more  especi- 
ally in  such  labors  as  are  incident  to  the  welfare  of  a 
new  congregation, — the  ingathering  of  members  and 
the  raising  of  means,  in  both  of  which  directions  the 
minutes  of  the  church  show  a  steady  progress,  as  also 
in  benevolent  contributions  and  orderly  government. 

In  October,  1862,  an  election  was  held  for  pastor, 
resulting  in  the  choice  of  Rev.  J.  F.  Fahs,  who  was 
accordingly  called  to  take  charge,  at  a  salary  of  five 
hundred  dollars  and  a  free  residence.  Rev.  Fahs 
took  up  his  duties  in  the  spring  of  1863,  and  continued 
the  effort  previously  made  to  liquidate  the  debt  which 
^pressed  heavily  upon  the  church.  We  find  accord- 
ingly that  in  1864  at  a  congregational  meeting  it  was 
reported  that  subscriptions  had  been  obtained  cover- 
ing the  debt  (about  eight  thousand  dollars),  and  that 
in  order  to  meet  current  expenses  the  pew-rents 
should  be  raised  twenty-five  per  cent,  and  the  pastor's 
salary  be  increased  to  one  thousand  dollars, — all  of 
which  was  received  with  devout  thankfulness  on  the 
part  of  those  present. 

As  from  the  very  organization  the  subject  of  benefi- 
cence had  been  kept  steadily  in  view,  we  find  in  1869 
the  congregation  taking  systematic  steps  towards  se- 
curing  from   every   member  a  proper    contribution 


towards  the  benevolent  objects  of  the  church  at  large. 
This  attitude  has  been  maintained  by  varying 
methods  up  to  the  present  time,  resulting  in  very 
satisfactory  gatherings  in  proportion  to  the  member- 
ship of  the  church.  During  the  same  year  the  con- 
gregation so  altered  its  constitution  as  to  define  more 
closely  its  relationship  to  the  Pennsylvania  Synod,  in 
view  of  the  divergent  views  arising  in  the  church  at 
large,  and  thus  affirmed  its  union  with  the  new  gen- 
eral body  which  had  been  formed,  the  General  Coun- 
cil, by  those  Synods  which  had  abandoned  the  Gen- 
eral Synod.  These  changes  were  consummated  at  a 
congregational  meeting  held  Jan.  5,  1870.  During 
the  year  1870  the  long-agitated  projects  of  enlarging 
the  church  edifice  and  of  building  a  parsonage  resulted 
in  action  whereby  both  were  carried  into  effect. 
During  the  period  of  building  the  congregation  wor- 
shiped in  the  court-house.  During  this  same  period 
a  new  organ  was  procured,  carpets  and  cushions  re- 
newed, and  all  needed  improvements  effected  in  the 
church  edifice,  all  of  which  resulted  in  an  indebted- 
ness exceeding  ten  thousand  dollars,  but  recently 
liquidated,  the  cost  of  building,  organ,  and  inciden- 
tals having  amounted  to  twenty-two  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  twenty-two  dollars. 

July  15,  1872,  Rev.  J.  F.  Fahs,  having  received  a 
call  to  Akron,  Ohio,  tendered  his  resignation,  which 
was  accepted,  to  take  place  the  following  October. 
In  June,  1873,  after  various  efforts  to  obtain  a  pastor 
had  resulted  in  inability  to  select  one  who  would 
serve,  or  who  was  acceptable  to  all  concerned,  the 
congregation  elected  Rev.  Reuben  Hill,  of  Roches- 
ter, N.  Y.  He,  however,  declined  the  call,  because 
of  the  duties  resting  upon  him  in  connection  with 
his  work.  After  another  season  of  inability  to  choose, 
another  election  was  ordered  in  February,  1874, 
and  earnest  requests  made  to  Rev.  Hill  to  recon- 
sider his  refusal.  This  strenuous  effort  succeeded, 
and  the  acceptance  followed.  Rev.  Hill  took  charge 
of  the  congregation  in  the  spring  of  1874,  and  is  still 
the  pastor.  The  financial  storm  which  subsequently 
swept  over  the  country,  the  divided  condition  of  the 
congregation,  and  the  debt  resting  upon  the  church, 
were  all  causes  which  taxed  pastoral  activity  to  the 
utmost.  During  the  years,  however,  which  inter- 
vened between  his  coming  and  the  present,  all  these 
difficulties  have  been  met  and  overcome.  The  debt 
has  been  paid,  and  some  three  thousand  dollars  in 
addition  raised  and  expended  upon  the  beautifying 
of  the  church,  the  membership  has  been  united  and 
increased,  and  the  congregation  is  in  a  most  prosper- 
ous condition.  The  communicant  membership  is 
about  four  hundred  and  fifty,  while  a  large  and 
flourishing  Sunday-school  of  four  hundred  members 
is  connected  with  the  church.  St.  John's  is  the  ap- 
pointed place  of  worship  for  the  students  of  Muhlen- 
berg College,  who  attend  there  especially  on  Sunday 
mornings. 

St.  Peter's  Evangelical  Lutheran  Churcli  (Ridge 
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road  and  Chew  Street). — In  the  year  1858  St.  Paul's 
congregation  established  a  mission  Sunday-school  in 
the  rapidly-growing  eastern  portion  of  Allentown, 
separated  from  the  older  wards  of  the  city  by  the 
Jordan  and  the  adjacent  meadows.  The  school  was 
conducted  by  the  older  teachers  of  St.  Paul's  Sunday- 
school,  and  eventually  grew  into  the  organization  of 
St.  Peter's.  The  first  steps  taken  towards  this  organ- 
ization were  on  Feb.  26,  1866,  when  a  meeting  of  the 
Lutherans  in  this  section  of  the  city  and  in  Hanover 
township,  across  the  Lehigh  River,  was  called  for  this 
purpose.  This  meeting  was  held  in  the  public  school- 
house  of  the  First  Ward.  Various  Lutheran  pastors 
were  present, — Revs.  Mennig,  Brobst,  and  Fahs  con- 
ducting the  services  and  addressing  those  present. 
These  services  in  the  school-house  were  continued  on 
Tuesday  evenings  by  these  pastors  until  the  newly- 
organized  congregation  secured  regular  pastoral  ser- 
vices. 

March  13,  1866,  the  resolution  was  taken  to  pur- 
chase building  lots  and  settle  upon  a  location  at  the 
corner  where  the  church  now  is.  Five  hundred  dol- 
lars was  the  sum  paid  for  the  property.  July  3d  of 
the  same  year  the  name  of  the  church  was  decided 
upon  and  agreed  to. 

About  this  time  Rev.  K.  Schlenker  took  charge  of 
the  congregation  in  connection  with  congregations  in 
Catasauqua  and  South  Bethlehem,  but  remained  in 
this  field  only  about  nine  months,  after  which  he 
was  called  to  Wilkesbarre.  His  successor  was  Rev. 
J.  J.  Zentner,  who  took  charge  in  July,  1867.  The 
following  August  (29th)  it  was  resolved  to  build  a 
brick  edifice  for  church  purposes.  In  September  a 
constitution  was  adopted  for  the  government  of  the 
church,  and  on  the  22d  the  corner-stone  of  the  new 
building  was  laid.  After  the  building  had  been 
roofed  in,  temporary  windows  were  arranged,  and  the 
services  were  held  thereupon  in  this  unfinished  state 
of  affairs,  the  seats,  in  great  part,  being  but  rough 
boards.  April  1,  1868,  Rev.  Zentner  resigned,  and 
Rev.  S.  K.  Brobst  consented  to  act  as  his  successor. 
Sept.  6,  1868,  the  church  building,  which  had  now 
been  fully  completed,  was  dedicated  to  the  sacred 
uses  of  public  worship.  It  was  now  found  that  the 
cost  of  building  had  reached  nearly  three  thousand 
dollars.  Rev.  Brobst  remained  pastor  for  nearly  nine 
years,  and  under  his  administration  a  considerable 
degree  of  prosperity  followed.  There  was  no  wealth 
to  rely  upon,  no  large  population  to  draw  from,  and 
no  great  degree  of  increase  to  be  expected.  As  wages 
fluctuated  or  employment  was  slack,  the  eflTects  were 
felt  at  once,  and  often  severely.  Debt,  the  usual  pen- 
ance of  new  organizations,  pressed  upon  St.  Peter's, 
and  without  the  fostering  care  and  generous  labors  of 
Rev.  Brobst  the  life  of  St.  Peter's  could  hardly  have 
been  prolonged  through  the  diseases  of  its  childhood. 
During  1869  the  pastor  presented  St.  Peter's  with  a 
church  bell,  and  Mr.  Charles  Richter  gave  them  a 
communion  set.  During  this  year  an  English  mis- 
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sion  Sunday-school  received  permission  to  meet  in 
the  church,  which  has  continued  its  efibrts  up  to  the 
present  time,  and  under  the  efiicieut  superintendence 
of  Professor  Davis  Garber,  of  Muhlenberg  College, 
has  been  largely  attended  and  extremely  useful.  Its 
sessions  are  in  the  morning  before  the  church  service. 

In  1870  (January  30th)  a  Church  Beneficial  So- 
ciety was  established  to  aid  the  worthy  poor  of  the 
congregation.  This  society  is  still  in  a  flourishing 
condition,  and  has  done  in  an  unostentatious  way 
many  deeds  of  mercy  and  consolation  during  its  four- 
teen years  of  existence.  During  the  same  year  a  pipe- 
organ  was  procured,  and  the  female  members  of  the 
church  organized  into  an  association  for  home  mission 
work  and  general  beneficence.  In  1875  a  house  and 
lot  were  purchased  for  parsonage  purposes,  at  a  cost  of 
one  thousand  dollars.  Dec.  23, 1876,  Rev.  S.  K.  Brobst, 
who  had  during  all  these  years,  almost  from  the  very 
beginning,  cared  for  the  congregation  with  great  de- 
votion and  self-denial,  passed  quietly  away  from  the 
scene  of  his  earthly  toils.  His  career  and  identifica- 
tion with  this  church  warrant  some  more  extensive 
noting  than  such  an  article  can  give. 

Samuel  Kistler  Brobst  was  born  of  one  of  the  oldest 
"Pennsylvania  Dutch"  families,  whose  ancestor  mi- 
grated to  America  in  1700  or  earlier.  He  was  born 
Nov.  16,  1822.  From  youth  upwards  of  sickly  frame, 
consumptive,  weak,  he  was  always  busy,  restless,  ac- 
tive, striving  to  promote  the  interests  of  the  Lutheran 
Church.  His  early  training  was  at  Cannonsburg,  Pa., 
where  he  came  under  the  influence  of  Dr.  Brown,  of 
Jefferson  College,  while  working  at  his  trade,  at  the 
Allentown  Academy,  at  Marshall  College,  Mercers- 
burg,  and  at  Washington  College,  Washington,  Pa. 
Having  decided  to  study  theology  and  become  a 
preacher  of  God's  Word,  his  attention  and  interest 
were  drawn  so  largely  toward  Sunday-school  work 
that,  especially  as  his  physical  condition  unfitted  him 
for  continuous  preaching,  he  gradually  was  drawn 
into  the  work  of  publishing  and  editing  literature  and 
periodicals  to  further  this  cause.  He  located  at  Allen- 
town, Pa.,  and  devoted  himself  to  the  people  of  his 
own  stock,  and  to  the  advocacy  of  the  teachings  of 
the  Lutheran  Church.  In  1847  he  published  the 
Jugend  Freund,  a  Sunday-school  paper,  which  reached 
a  large  circulation ;  in  1853,  a  Lutheran  Almanac ;  in 
1858,  the  Lutherische  Zeitsohrift,  a  weekly  church  ' 
paper ;  in  1868,  a  tlieological  monthly,  subsequently 
abandoned.  He  also  was  the  proprietor  of  a  book- 
store for  the  sale  of  church  literature  of  all  sorts.  His 
publications  and  periodicals  were  in  the  German  lan- 
guage, to  which  he  himself  was  devoted,  and  of  which 
he  was  ever  a  warm  advocate.  He  was  active  in 
various  church  enterprises,  into  which  he  entered 
always  with  great  warmth  and  zeal,  frequently  pro- 
moting their  origin  by  his  own  earnestness  of  purpose 
and  warmth  of  advocacy.  He  was  thus  among  the 
founders  of  Muhlenberg  College,  the  Theological  Sem- 
inary of  the  Lutheran  Church  at  Philadelphia,  the 
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Emigrant  Mission  at  New  York,  etc.  His  powers 
reached  far  more  towards  the  inceptive  impulse  in 
these  works  than  the  subsequent  management  and 
guidance.  With  the  powers  bestowed  upon  him  he 
endeavored  with  all  fidelity  to  work  while  he  was  able, 
and  in  whatever  direction  he  found  opportunity.  St. 
Peter's  was  the  only  congregation  of  which  he  had 
ever  taken  charge.  It  was  thus  only  towards  the  close 
of  his  career  that  he  attained  the  goal  for  which  he 
set  out  in  early  life,  and  from  which  his  other  projects 
of  usefulness  and  his  bodily  infirmities  so  long  diverted 
him. 

After  the  death  of  Rev.  Brobst,  Rev.  G.  F.  Gardner, 
the  present  pastor,  was  elected,  and,  having  been  in- 
stalled in  May,  entered  upon  his  work  and  residence 
the  following  July  (1877).  Already,  in  the  spring  of 
1877,  it  had  been  resolved  to  build  a  two-story  brick 
school-house  on  the  lot  in  the  rear  of  the  church 
building.  The  corner-stone  was  laid  in  June,  and 
the  building  dedicated  October  7th.  October  15th  a 
parochial  school  was  opened  therein,  and  the  Sunday- 
school  services  transferred  to  it.  The  congregation 
was  incorporated  March  18,  1878 ;  its  present  mem- 
bership is  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  communicants, 
and  its  Sunday-school  consists  of  the  same  number  of 
teachers  and  scholars.  During  this  four  hundredth 
year  (1883)  of  Luther's  birth,  St.  Peter's  has  shown  its 
vitality  and  activity  by  erecting  before  its  church 
building  a  Luther  monument  of  white  bronze,  dedi- 
cated with  appropriate  ceremonies  on  Luther's  birth- 
day, November  10th. 

St.  Michael's  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church 
(corner  of  Ninth  and  Turner  Streets). — At  various 
times  the  need  had  been  felt  for  the  establishment  of 
a  new  congregation  in  the  northwestern  part  of  the 
city ;  but  various  causes  hindered  any  definite  pro- 
gress in  this  direction  until  the  dissensions  as  to  doc- 
trine and  church  life  in  old  St.  Paul's  set  loose  a  num- 
ber of  persons  anxious  to  find  a  new  church  home 
conducted  after  their  wishes  and  predilections.  The 
first  formal  step  towards  a  new  church  had  already 
been  taken  Jan.  25,  1875,  when  at  a  meeting  of  the 
Fourth  Ward  Mission  Society  the  project  of  building 
a  church  somewhere  in  the  Fourth  Ward  was  seri- 
ously taken  in  hand.  At  this  meeting  Eev.  R.  Hill 
presided,  and  John  Nicum  acted  as  secretary.  The 
attendance  was  made  up  largely  of  former  members 
of  St.  Paul's.  On  February  8th  an  executive  com- 
mittee was  appointed,  consisting  of  Rev.  Hill,  Sam- 
uel J.  Brobst,  Mrs.  Mary  Eisenhard,  Franklin  Sieger, 
J.  Sanders,  and  Edwin  Kramlich.  Another  com- 
mittee was  raised  to  gather  in  funds. 

From  this  time  on  divine  services  were  held  by  the 
various  Lutheran  pastors  of  the  city  belonging  to  the 
Pennsylvania  Ministerium.  After  January,  1876, 
these  services  were  conducted  in  the  chapel  of  Salem's 
Reformed  Church,  upon  the  corner  of  Chew  and 
Eighth  Streets.  At  this  time  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
three  communicants  were  connected  with  the  new  en- 


terprise.    In  May  the  resolution  carried  to  secure  lots 
upon  the  corner  of  Turner  and  Ninth  Streets,  organ- 
ize into  a  congregation,  and  build  a  church  edifice. 
May  25th  (Ascension  day)  the  name  of  St.  Michael 
was  selected,  and  the  membership  was  found  to  be 
one  hundred  and  thirty-three.     Officers  were  elected 
and  inducted  into  oflice.  May  28th,  by  Rev.  W.  Rath. 
These  officers  were :  Elders,  Abner  A.  Wind,  George 
Ludwig,  Samuel  Roth ;  Deacons,  Charles  Gehringer, 
Addison   Wind,   Henry   Ludwig,   Amandus  Kuhns, 
Charles  Dresher,  and  Reuben  Lichhenwalner.     June 
12,  1876,  a  building  committee  was  chosen,  consisting 
of  Edwin  Kramlich,  Walter  J.  Grim,  and   Charles 
Ludwig.   In  August  a  charter  was  obtained,  at  which 
time  the  membership  had  increased  to  two  hundred. 
The  ground  having  been  broken  for  the  church  edifice 
in  July,  the  corner-stone  was  laid  August  13th,  upon 
which  occasion  Revs.  Groh,  Schmauk,  Lehman,  W. 
Rath,  and  Muhlenberg  officiated,  assisted  by  other 
visiting  and  resident  pastors.     The  plan  of  the  build- 
ing contemplated  a  handsome  edifice,  and  was  taken 
from  that  of  the  Lutheran  Churches  at  Bethlehem, 
Pa. 

September  2d,  Rev.  B.  W.  Schmauk,  of  Lebanon, 
Pa.,  was  elected  pastor,  and  subsequently  accepted 
the  call.  Meanwhile  the  work  of  building  and  fur- 
nishing went  on  with  commendable  vigor  and  liber- 
ality upon  the  part  of  contractors  and  congregation. 
December  8d  the  basement  was  ready  for  occupancy, 
and  was  consecrated.  May  6, 1877,  the  church  proper 
was  consecrated,  upon  which  occasion  discourses  were 
delivered  by  Rev.  Dr.  Mann,  Rev.  Dr.  G.  F.  Krotel, 
Rev.  J.  B.  Rath,  and  others.  In  order  that  this  might 
take  place,  an  especial  oflfer  to  furnish  the  main  audi- 
ence-room with  pews  was  made  by  Jesse  Grim,  at 
whose  expense  this  was  accordingly  done.  About 
this  time  a  large  bell,  weighing  over  fourteen  hundred 
pounds,  was  obtained.  The  cost  of  the  edifice  was 
over  fourteen  thousand  dollars,  and  the  price  of  the 
lot  four  thousand. 

May  30,  1877,  the  congregation  was  formally  re- 
ceived into  connection  with  the  Evangelical  Lutheran 
Ministerium  of  Pennsylvania.  Its  subsequent  ca- 
reer has  been  that  of  steady  and  quiet  increase,  of 
activity  among  old  and  young  towards  the  liquidation 
of  indebtedness,  of  social  organization  among  its 
younger  members  for  self-improvement  and  aid  in 
church  work.  The  services  in  church  have  been  en- 
tirely in  the  German  language,  while  in  its  schools 
English  has  been  used  as  well  as  German.  At  various 
times  lectures  have  been  delivered  before  the  "  Young 
People's  Society,"  and  various  literary  and  musical 
entertainments  given. 

In  April,  1888,  Rev.  B.  W.  Schmauk,  the  only  pas- 
tor the  church  had  as  yet  had,  received  a  very  pressing 
call  to  return  to  the  scene  of  his  former  labors  at  Leb- 
anon. This  call,  after  much  consideration,  he  ac- 
cepted, and  accordingly  resigning  charge  of  St.  Mi- 
chael's, June  17,  1883,  parted  from  his  congregation. 
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Rev.  G.  F.  Spieker,  of  Kutztown,  Pa.,  was  subse- 
■quently  elected  to  fill  the  vacancy  thus  created.  He 
was  installed  into  office  October,  1883.  It  was  also 
decided  to  introduce  English  services  in  the  evening, 
for  the  sake  of  the  younger  members,  about  this  same 
period.  The  membership  of  St.  Michael's  was  re- 
ported in  May,  1883,  at  five  hundred  and  fifty  com- 
municants, its  Sunday-schools  as  containing  five  hun- 
dred and  eighty  teachers  and  scholars.  Thus,  while 
the  youngest  of  the  Lutheran  Churches  of  Allentown, 
St.  Michael's  is  by  no  means  the  least,  but  has  the 
proportions  of  an  elder  sister  already. 

Zion's  Reformed  Church.'— The  early  history  of 
this  congregation  is  synchronous  with  the  early 
history  of  AUeutown.  From  the  recorded  list  of  the 
latter's  first  settlers  we  discover  that  a  majority  of 
these  were  of  Swiss  and  Palatinate  extraction,  and 
therefore  either  actually  or  traditionally  of  the  Ee- 
formed  faith.  Be  this  as  it  may,  we  know  that  Allen- 
town  was  founded  a.d.  1762,  and  that  in  the  same 
year  a  building  of  logs  was  erected  for  religious  and 
school  purposes.  This  first  church  was  doubtless  the 
joint  property  of  the  Reformed  and  Lutheran  denomi- 
nations. It  was  situated  in  the  rear  of  the  lot  upon 
which  Zion's  Reformed  Church  now  stands. 

It  would  appear  that  for  some  time  previous  to  and 
after  the  erection  of  this  log  building  many  of  the 
Reformed  people  in  and  around  Allentown  were 
members  of  the  Egypt  and  Salisbury  (originally 
Schmaltzgass)  congregation.  The  Egypt  congregation 
had  been  founded  in  1733  by  the  Rev.  J.  Henry 
Goetschius,  of  Zurich,  Switzerland,  and  may  properly 
be  regarded  as  the  mother  of  the  church  in  Allentown. 
But  it  is  a  well-established  fact  that  the  beginning  of 
the  year  1765  found  Zion's  Reformed  congregation 
fully  organized  and  under  the  pastoral  care  of  the 
Rev.  J.  Daniel  Gross,  D.D.  In  the  "  Kirchen  Proto- 
<;ollum,"  kept  by  Dr.  Gross,  the  first  entry  is  dated 
Feb.  27,  A.D.  1765,  and  on  the  9th  of  December  fol- 
lowing the  annual  settlement  and  examination  into 
the  finances  of  the  congregation  was  held.  At  this 
meeting,  according  to  the  printed  account  in  the 
hands  of  the  writer,  there  were  present  "  the  pastor, 
Johannes  Daniel  Gross,  and  the  elders  and  deacons, 
Thomas  Hunsicker,  Jacob  Mohr,  Johannes  Griesemer, 
David  Deshler,  and  Peter  Roth." 

Zion's  congregation  has  good  reason  to  feel  proud 
of  its  first  pastor,  Rev.  J.  Daniel  Gross  (or  Gros),  D.D. 
The  latter  orthography  was  by  him  preferred,  and 
by  it  also  he  is  known  in  literary  history.  He  was 
born  in  the  Palatinate,  Germany,  a.d.  1737,  and 
died  at  Canajoharie,  N.  Y.,  May  25, 1812.  From  1765 
to  1770  he  was  pastor  of  the  churches  of  Allentown, 
Egypt,  Schlossers  (now  Union),  and  Jordan.     In  1770 

1  Compiled  by  the  paetor,  Eev.  Edwin  A.  Gernaot.  Sources  :  Henry'e 
"  History  of  Lehigh  County  ;"  "  Records  of  Zion's  Reformed  Church 
from  Pastors  Gross  to  Strassburger ;"  files  of  the  Friedembote;  "  Eecol- 
lections  and  Researches  of  the  Rev.  Professor  J.  H.  Dubbs,  D.D.;"  and 
Harbaugh's  "  Fathers  of  the  Reformed  Church." 


he  took  charge  of  the  churches  at  Saucon  and  Spring- 
field. In  1772-73  he  removed  to  Schoharie,  N.  Y.,  and 
soon  afterwardsbecame  pastor  of  the  Reformed  Church, 
on  Forsyth  Street,  New  York.  From  1784  to  1795 
he  was  professor  of  German  in  Columbia  College,  and 
from  1787  to  1795  of  moral  philosophy  in  the  same 
institution.  In  1795  he  published  an  octavo  volume 
entitled  "  Natural  Principles  of  Rectitude,"  which 
was  long  used  as  a  text-book  in  American  colleges. 
He  himself  had  been  the  pupil  of  the  celebrated 
Kern,  and  sustained  the  relation  of  tutor  to  the  dis- 
tinguished and  accomplished  Rev.  Dr.  Milledoler. 
He  also  directed  the  classical  and  theological  studies 
of  the  Rev.  William  Hendel,  D.D.,  a  name  well  known 
In  Reformed  history.  Dr.  Gros  was  evidently  a  man 
of  more  than  ordinary  culture  and  attainments. 

In  1770  Zion's  congregation  secured  the  permission 
of  Governor  Penn  to  collect  funds  for  the  purpose  of 
erecting  a  new  church  building,  and  the  following 
year  called  the  Rev.  Abraham  Blumer  to  the  pastorate. 
On  the  25th  of  June,  1773,  the  corner-stone  for  this 
second  church  was  formally  laid.  From  the  minutes 
of  the  congregation  it  appears  that  Peter  Rhoads  was 
treasurer,  and  that  Johannes  Griesemer,  Nicholas 
Fuchs,  Johannes  Miller,  and  Michael  Kolb  constituted 
the  building  committee.  This  second  building  was 
the  exclusive  property  of  the  Reformed  congregation. 
(The  Lutherans  probably  continued  to  worship  in  the 
old  log  building  until  the  erection  of  their  own 
church.)  This  new  Reformed  Church  was  of  stone, 
and  involved  an  expenditure  of  about  five  hundred 
pounds  sterling.  The  largest  single  contribution  was 
fifteen  pounds,  the  smellest  two  pence.  James  Preston 
contracted  for  the  masonry,  and  received  for  the  same 
forty-three  pounds  and  his  boarding.  The  carpentry 
was  awarded  to  Johannes  Miller  and  Jacob  Mickley. 
They  received  one  hundred  and  thirty-seven  pounds, 
but  were  required  to  board  themselves.  These  facts, 
though  trivial  in  themselves,  serve  to  show  the  value 
of  money  in  those  early  days,  two  years  before  the 
declaration  of  independence. 

Rev.  Abraham  Blumer,  the  second  pastor  of  Zion's 
Reformed  Church,  was  a  man  highly  respected  by  the 
ministry,  and  enjoyed  the  fullest  confidence  of  his 
people.  He  was  born  in  Graps,  Switzerland,  Dec.  25, 
1736,  and  died  on  his  farm  near  the  Jordan  Church, 
Lehigh  Co.,  April  23,  1822.  After  thorough  training 
in  a  Latin  school,  he  pursued  his  studies  in  the  Gym- 
nasium at  Basel,  and  was  ordained  to  the  ministry 
on  the  8th  of  June,  1756.  From  1757  to  1766  he 
served  as  chaplain  of  a  Swiss  regiment  in  the  Sardin- 
ian service.  In  1770  the  Synods  of  South  and  North 
Holland  sent  him  to  Pennsylvania,  and  from  1771  to 
1801  he  labored  as  pastor  of  the  Allentown,  Jordan, 
Schlossers,  and  Egypt  congregations.  From  1801  to 
the  end  of  his  life  he  lived  in  comparative  retirement, 
old  age  and  failing  strength  compelling  him  to  aban- 
don all  active  ministerial  duties. 

Pastor  Blumer  was  a  thoroughly  cultured  gentle- 
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man.  His  career  in  Europe  made  him  familiar  with 
several  modern  languages.  A  letter  in  which  he  de- 
clined a  call  to  the  pastorate  of  the  French  Reformed 
Church  of  New  York  City  is  still  extant.  The  pro- 
tocol, or  church  records,  as  kept  by  him  are  models 
of  scrupulous  neatness.  During  Father  Blumer's 
ministry  at  AUentown  occurred  the  episode  concern- 
ing the  famous  liberty  bell  and  the  bells  of  Christ 
Church,  Philadelphia.  This  is  a  matter  of  national 
interest,  fully  proven,  and  deserves  far  more  attention 
than  has  hitherto  been  accorded  it. 

These  bells  were  the  pride  of  the  Philadelphians, 
and  upon  the  approach  of  the  British  forces  in  1777 
it  was  generally  feared  that  they  might  be  seized  and 
transmuted  into  artillery.  Accordingly,  one  morning 
it  was  discovered  that  the  bells  were  missing,  and  for 
a  while  it  was  supposed  that  they  had  been  buried  or 
sunk  in  the  Delaware.  But  they  had  been  loaded  on 
wagons  and  hauled  away.  They  were  finally  taken 
to  AUentown  and  hidden  under  the  floor  of  Zion's 
Reformed  Church,  the  stone  building  above  described, 
and  which  occupied  the  site  of  the  present  church. 
In  the  "  Bethlehem  Diary"  the  then  resident  Mora- 
vian bishop  records  the  arrival  of  the  bells  at  Beth- 
lehem, the  fact  that  there  one  of  the  wagons  broke 
down,  and  that  after  its  repairing  the  truly  interesting 
procession  pursued  its  way  to  AUentown.  The  bells 
remained  in  secure  concealment  beneath  the  floor  of 
Zion's  Reformed  Church  until  after  the  Revolutionary 
war,  when  they  were  severally  returned  to  Indepen- 
dence Hall  and  Christ  Church,  Philadelphia. 

The  descendants  of  Father  Blumer  are  still  numer- 
ous and  respectable.  Two  of  them  are  to-day  mem- 
bers of  the  same  church  in  AUentown  over  which  he 
presided  as  pastor  for  a  period  of  thirty  years  and 
three  months. 

In  1801  the  Rev.  John  Gobrecht  became  the  regu- 
larly elected  successor  of  Mr.  Blumer.  Father  Go- 
brecht was  a  son  of  the  Rev.  John  Christopher  Go- 
brecht, and  was  born  in  Lancaster  County,  Dec.  10, 
1773.  He  studied  under  the  Rev.  Drs.  Melsheimer, 
Stoeck,  and  Hendel,  and  in  the  year  above  mentioned 
took  charge  of  the  AUentown,  Egypt,  Jordan,  and 
Union  congregations.  He  is  said  to  have  been  of  a 
peculiarly  mild  and  affectionate  disposition,  and  was 
greatly  beloved  by  all  who  knew  him.  "His  resi- 
dence was  near  the  Egypt  Church,  on  a  farm.  He 
was  accustomed  to  spend  most  of  his  leisure  time  in 
study  and  meditation."  He  was  twice  married,— the 
first  time  to  Hannah  Troxel,  and  after  her  death  to  a 
Widow  Hall.  He  died  on  the  5th  of  March,  1831,  in 
North  Whitehall  township,  and  is  buried  at  the  Egypt 
Church. 

Towards  the  close  of  Mr.  Gobrecht's  ministry  he 
was  too  feeble  to  attend  properly  to  the  wants  of  the 
AUentown  congregation,  especially  because  this  was 
the  farthest  distant  from  his  residence.  Accordingly, 
Rev.  John  Zuileh  became  his  assistant,  preached  in 
Zion's  Church  every  fourth  Sunday,  and  soon  became 


very  popular.  We  can  easily  understand  how  natu- 
ral it  was  that  subsequently  many  of  the  members 
should  have  wished  to  retain  him  as  their  pastor. 

Upon  the  death  of  Pastor  Gobrecht  the  four  con- 
gregations belonging  to  the  charge  met  and  agreed  to 
elect  a  minister.  Four  candidates  were  proposed. 
It  was  found  that  Rev.  J.  S.  Dubbs  had  received  a  ma- 
jority of  all  the  votes  cast  in  the  whole  charge,  but 
that  in  Zion's  Mr.  Zuileh  had  received  the  larger 
number.  This,  unfortunately,  led  to  a  division,  and 
the  friends  of  Mr.  Zuileh  organized  a  separate  con- 
gregation, and  called  him  to  be  their  pastor.  He  soon 
withdrew,  and  was  succeeded  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  J.  C. 
Becker,  of  Northampton  County,  Pa.,  who  preached  in 
AUentown  once  a  month,  until  1834  or  1835.  Mean- 
while the  differences  between  the  two  parties  had  been 
adjusting  themselves  and  gradually  disappeared.  In 
1835  we  find  the  whole  congregation  reunited  and 
under  the  pastorate  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  J.  S.  Dubbs,  the 
duly  elected  successor  of  Mr.  Gobrecht. 

Father  Dubbs  (originally  Dubs)  was  born  in  Lower 
Milford  township,  Oct.  16,  1796.  Here  lived  his 
grandfather,  who  had  emigrated  from  Switzerland, 
and  had  purchased  a  tract  of  land  from  the  Penn 
family.  The  house  in  which  he  was  born  is  still 
standing,  and  is  said  to  be  the  oldest  brick  building 
in  Lehigh  County.  He  pursued  his  theological  studies 
mainly  under  the  direction  of  the  Rev.  F.  L.  Herman, 
D.D.,  who  is  celebrated  as  one  of  the  ablest  men  then 
in  the  ministry  of  the  Reformed  Church.  He  was 
ordained  September,  1823,  and  until  1831  served  as 
the  pastor  of  several  churches  in  Berks  County.  But 
in  the  latter  year  he  became,  as  we  have  seen,  the 
pastor  of  the  AUentown  charge  and  removed  to  Le- 
high County. 

Meanwhile  AUentown  had  increased  in  population 
so  rapidly  that  the  congregation  of  Zion's  Church 
resolved  to  put  up  another  and  larger  building.  The 
old  stone  church  was  small  and  uncomfortable,  and 
unsuited  to  the  various  purposes  of  so  large  a  con- 
gregation. On  the  5th  of  August,  a.d.  1838,  the 
corner-stone  of  the  present  brick  building  was  sol- 
emnly laid,  and  on  the  7th  and  8th  of  June,  1840,  the 
completed  structure  was  dedicated  to  the  service  of 
the  triune  God.  The  plan  was  designed  by  Mr. 
John  Mohr,  and  the  edifice  was  in  those  days  consid- 
ered quite  a  model  of  neatness  and  general  adapted- 
ness. 

And  now  the  congregation  began  to  feel  the  need 
of  more  frequent  services,  and  Dr.  Dubbs  began  to 
preach  in  the  evening.  But  the  English  language 
had  come  to  be  extensively  used,  and  to  meet  this 
additional  requiremenW  the  Rev.  A.  J.  G.  Dubbs,  as 
his  father's  assistant,  commenced  to  preach  in  English 
in  Zion's  Reformed  Church.  Still  later  the  Rev.  C. 
R.  Kessler  served  in  the  capacity  of  English  preacher, 
but  under  the  authority  of  the  regular  pastor. 

Father  Dubbs  performed  a  great  work.  Besides 
serving  his  charge  faithfully,  he  corresponded  exten- 
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sively  with  some  of  the  representative  periodicals  of 
the  Reformed  Church,  and  was  the  author  of  several 
popular  German  hymns.  In  1856  he  was  constrained 
by  the  weight  of  years  to  resign  the  pastorate  of  the 
Allentown  Church,  especially  as  this  required  more 
attention  than  he  could  possibly  give  to  it.  His 
resignation  was,  however,  not  accepted,  and  the  diffi- 
culty was  temporarily  met  by  calling  the  Eev.  Joshua 
H.  Derr  as  associate  pastor.  But  this  arrangement 
did  not  prove  satisfactory,  and  resulted,  in  1858,  in 
the  organization  of  a  separate  congregation  called  St. 
John's,  and  of  which  Mr.  Derr  became  the  regular 
pastor.  (This  St.  John's  Church  sustained  no  his- 
torical relation  to  the  present  St.  John's  Reformed 
Church  of  this  city.)  The  two  rival  congregations 
occupied  the  same  church  on  alternate  Sundays  until 
1863,  when  they  were  peacefully  united. 

In  September,  1859,  the  Rev.  Joseph  H.  Dubbs, 
D.D.,  now  professor  of  History  and  Archfeology  in 
Franklin  and  Marshall  College,  became  his  father's 
assistant  in  Allentown.  In  1860  he  was  elected  the 
pastor  of  Zion's  Reformed  Church,  Father  Dubbs 
having  retired.  Professor  Dubbs  continued  in  this 
relation  until  January,  1863,  when  he  resigned.  Rev. 
N.  S.  Strassburger,  of  Pottstown,  Pa.,  was  elected  as 
his  successor,  and  became  tlje  pastor  of  the  once  more 
united  Zion's  congregation. 

Under  Father  Dubbs'  supervision  Zion's  grew  most 
wonderfully.  In  1831  there  were  but  seventy-five 
members ;  in  1861  more  than  twelve  hundred. 

The  subsequent  history  of  this  congregation  is  too 
recent  to  require  extended  notice.  During  the  pas- 
torate of  the  Rev.  N.  S.  Straasburger  Zion's  Reformed 
Church  experienced  the  joys  of  maternity  three  times, 
and  thus  only  increased  her  usefulness  and  renewed 
her  youth.  St.  John's,  corner  of  Sixth  and  Walnut ; 
Salem's,  on  Chew,  above  Sixth  ;  and  Christ,  on  Sec- 
ond, above  Hamilton,  these  all  are  the  daughters  of 
the  old  church  on  Hamilton  Street,  and  were  founded 
in  the  order  of  their  naming. 

Rev.  Mr.  Strassburger  did  good  service  in  the  cause  of 
the  Master.  He  is  an  able  and  earnest  preacher,  and, 
as  a  parliamentarian,  second  to  none  in  the  church. 
In  March,  1881,  he  tendered  his  resignation,  which 
was  accepted  by  the  consistory.  On  the  18th  of  April, 
1881,  the  congregation  met  and  elected  the  present 
pastor.  Rev.  Edwin  A.  Gernant,  who  was  then  a 
student  in  the  Theological  Seminary.  He  accepted 
the  call,  and  after  his  graduation  was  received  as  a 
licentiate  by  the  Classis  of  Lehigh.  On  the  17th  of 
July,  1881,  Mr.  Gernant  was  ordained  to  the  holy 
ministry,  and  installed  as  pastor  of  Zion's  Reformed 
Church.  • 

We  subjoin  the  statistics  of  the  congregation  as 
summarized  September,  1883;  members,  834;  un- 
confirmed members,  400;  Sunday-school  scholars, 
450;  contributed  for  benevolence  during  the  year, 
$605  ;  contributed  for  congregational  purposes,  $2500. 

Joseph  S.   Dubs,   for  many  years  pastor  of  this 


church,  was  born  Oct.  16,  1796,  and  was  the  seventh 
child  (who  grew  to  maturity)  of  Daniel  and  Elizabeth 
Dubs.^  At  an  early  age  he  felt  an  earnest  desire  to 
prepare  for  the  gospel  ministry,  but  had  to  overcome 
many  difiiculties  before  he  could  achieve  his  purpose. 
In  those  days  educational  facilities  were  few  in  num- 
ber, and  even  these  were  not  always  attainable. 

After  attending  school  for  some  time  in  Chester 
County  he  finally  chose  as  his  preceptor  Rev.  F.  L. 
Herman,  D.D.,  a  learned  man,  who  prepared  many 
young  men  for  the  ministry.  For  four  years  he 
was  under  Dr.  Herman's  immediate  instruction,  and 
studied  hard  to  make  up  for  the  deficiencies  of  his 
earlier  education. 

Having  been  licensed  to  preach  in  1822,  and  or- 
dained in  the  following  year,  he  became  pastor  of  a 
charge,  consisting  of  the  Windsor  and  Weiss  Churches, 
in  Berks  County.  His  salary  from  the  whole  charge 
amounted  to  one  hundred  dollars  per  annum ;  but  such 
was  the  cheapness  of  living  that  on  this  small  sum  he 
was  able  to  live  comfortably. 

In  1824  the  Eppler  Church,  and  in  1826  the  Hain 
Church  were  added  to  his  charge,  of  which  he  remained 
pastor  until  1831.  It  was  a  laborious  field,  and,  in 
reaching  his  appointments,  he  was  compelled  to  cross 
three  streams,— the  Schuylkill,  the  Tulpehocken,  and 
the  Antelauny.  There  were  in  those  days  no  bridges 
over  these  streams,  and  he  was  often  compelled  to 
cross  them,  especially  in  winter,  at  the  danger  of  his 
life.  The  adventures  which  he  related  might  put  us, 
of  a  weaker  generation,  to  shame  for  our  lack  of  zeal 
and  energy. 

In  1831  he  accepted  a  call  from  the  charge  in  Le- 
high County,  consisting  of  the  Reformed  Churches  of 
Allentown,  Egypt,  Union,  and  Jordan.  The  Allen- 
town Church  was  in  those  days  the  smallest  congre- 
gation in  the  charge,  and  he  consequently  took  up 
his  residence  in  North  Whitehall,  at  a  place  which 
was  more  near  the  centre  of  his  field.  For  thirty 
years  he  remained  pastor  of  the  whole  charge,  assisted 
in  Allentown  during  a  few  years  by  his  son,  Alfred, 
and  the  Rev.  C.  R.  Kessler.  The  church  in  Allen- 
town increased  very  rapidly  with  the  growth  of  the 
town,  and  required  an  immense  amount  of  labor. 
Several  small  congregations  were  also  formed  out  of 
the  material  of  his  regular  churches,  and  these  re- 
quired his  services  on  Sunday  afternoon.  These  were 
the  churches  at  Rittersville,  Cedarville,  and  (after  he 
had  resigned  Allentown)  Morgenland,  in  Lowhill 
township.  It  was  usual  with  him  to  preach  three 
times  on  Sunday,  and  he  sometimes  preached  funeral 
sermons  every  day  in  the  week.  He  also  found  time 
to  contribute  to  the  periodicals  of  his  church,  and 
was  always  careful  in  his  preparation  for  the  pulpit. 
A  man  less  abundantly  blessed  with  physical  and 
mental  health  could  not  have  performed  all  this 
labor.     At  least  six   Reformed   ministers   now  find 


1  For  eketob  of  his  anoeetry,  see  Lower  Milford  township. 
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plenty  of  work  within  the  limits  of  the  iield  which  he 
attempted  to  cultivate  alone. 

In  1861  he  resigned  the  church  in  Allentown,  and 
his  younger  son  became  his  successor.  He  continued 
to  preach  in  the  other  congregations  of  his  charge 
until  1866,  when,  feeling  the  approach  of  the  infirmi- 
ties of  old  age,  he  resigned  and  removed  to  Allen- 
town,  where  he  lived  in  retirement  until  his  death. 
During  his  whole  ministry  he  kept  careful  records  of 
all  his  official  acts,  of  which  the  following  are  the 
statistics  :  Baptisms,  7065 ;  funerals  attended,  2778  ; 
confirmations,  3780;  marriages,  2176.  He  preached 
over  eight  thousand  sermons,  and  officiated  at  the  cor- 
ner-stone-laying or  consecration  of  sixty-five  churches. 
The  last  service  of  the  latter  kind  in  which  he  was 
engaged  was  the  solemn  opening,  on  Christmas-day, 
1876,  of  Salem  Reformed  Church,  Allentown,  of  which 
his  eldest  son  is  pastor. 

In  1866,  Franklin  and  Marshall  College,  in  recog- 
nition of  his  faithful  service,  conferred  upon  him  the 
honorary  degree  of  Doctor  of  Divinity.  Popularly  he 
was  known  as  "Father  Dubbs,''  and  the  latter  title 
pleased  him  best,  for  there  were  multitudes  who  re- 
garded him  with  almost  filial  affection.  His  devotion 
to  the  minutest  details  of  pastoral  duty  and  his  abun- 
dant good  will  towards  all  classes  of  the  community 
gained  for  him  an  unusual  degree  of  genuine  popu- 
larity. 

Father  Dubbs  was  twice  married, — the  first  time,  in 
1825,  to  Susan  Getz,  a  daughter  of  Nicholas  Getz,  of 
Berks  County;  the  second  time,  in  1837,  to  Mrs. 
Eleanor  Murphy,  a  daughter  of  David  Lerch  and  his 
wife,  Eleanor  Jones. 

The  first  marriage  was  blessed  with  three  children, 
—one  son  and  two  daughters.  The  son— Rev.  Alfred 
J.  G.  Dubbs — has  been  pastor  of  charges  in  Northamp- 
ton and  Lehigh  Counties,  and  is  now  pastor  of  Salem 
Reformed  Church,  Allentown.  The  daughters— Louisa 
and  Elmira— are  respectively  married  to  Messrs.  A. 
L.  Schreiber,  of  Coplay,  and  James  O.  Shimer,  of 
Allentown. 

By  the  second  marriage  there  were  two  sons,  of 
whom  the  younger  died  in  childhood.  The  other- 
Rev.  Joseph  Henry  Dubbs,  D.D.,  of  Lancaster,  Pa.— 
has  been  pastor  of  Zion's  Church,  Allentown,  Trinity 
Church,  PotfBtown,  and  Christ  Reformed  Church, 
Philadelphia.  Since  1875  he  has  held  the  position  of 
Audenried  professor  of  History  and  Archeology  in 
Franklin  and  Mar.ihall  College.  He  is  also  editor  of 
The  Guardian.  In  1878  he  visited  Europe,  and  was 
most  cordially  received  by  distant  relatives  in  the 
Fatherland. 

In  the  present  sketch  we  have  no  room  to  trace  the 
several  branches  of  the  family  down  to  the  present 
day.  Of  late  years  the  family  has  rather  diminished 
than  increased,  and  the  last  portion  of  the  ancestral 
land  in  Lower  Milford,  which  had  never  been  held 
by  any  one  not  of  the  name  since  the  days  of  the  red 
men,  now,  by  the  lack  of  male  descendants,  passes  to 


another  line.  It  will  be  observed  that  the  family, 
whose  history  we  have  related,  has  in  this  country 
but  rarely  sought  for  office  or  popular  notoriety,  pre- 
ferring to  perform  their  duties  without  attracting  un- 
necessary attention.  May  the  present  generation  imi- 
tate the  virtues  of  their  ancestors,  and  be  faithful  as 
they  were  in  all  the  relations  of  life. 

St.  John's  Reformed  Congregation.^— To  estab- 
lish a  congregation  of  the  Reformed  faith  in  this  city 
whose  services  were  designed  to  be  conducted  ex- 
clusively in  the  English  language  was,  eighteen  or 
twenty  years  ago,  no  light  matter.  It  presupposed  a 
long  course  of  preparation  going  before. 

The  German  language,  since  the  first  origin  of  the 
Reformed  Church  in  this  section,  has  been  the  prin- 
cipal medium  of  social  and  religious  intercourse,  and 
with  but  one  or  two  exceptions  all  the  congregations 
have  been  exclusively  German.  The  early  pioneers 
naturally  preferred  to  worship  God  in  their  mother- 
tongue,  and  they  desired  their  children  to  do  like- 
wise ;  hence  they  regarded  the  use  of  English  service 
in  the  church  as  a  dangerous  innovation.  This  preju- 
dice held  sway  for  some  time. 

At  length,  however,  the  more  intelligent  and  ad- 
vanced members,  and  especially  the  young,  began  to 
show  signs  of  restlessness  under  the  full  consciousness 
that  their  religious  wants  were  not  fully  met,  and 
they  resolved  upon  immediate  action. 

This  city  bad  been  rapidly  increasing  in  popula- 
tion ;  the  public  schools  introduced  an  entire  English 
curriculum  ;  the  language  came  to  be  more  generally 
spoken,  and  there  became  apparent  a  more  urgent 
demand  for  English  service  in  the  Reformed  Church. 
To  his  credit  be  it  recorded  that  Rev.  Dr.  Joseph  S. 
Dubbs,  now  of  sainted  memory,  showed  a  disposition, 
during  the  closing  period  of  his  long  and  laborious 
pastorate  of  Zion's  Reformed  Congregation,  to  meet 
this  growing  demand  for  English  service  to  the  best 
of  his  ability,  by  instructing  such  of  his  catechumens 
as  preferred  it,  in  that  language. 

The  first  step  taken  was  the  introduction  of  an  oc- 
casional English  service  by  the  pastors  of  the  mother 
congregation,  which  was  soon  afterwards  followed  by 
a  regular  evening  service  in  that  language.  Yet  even 
this  did  not  satisfy  a  pressing  want ;  it  began  to  be 
generally  felt  that  the  organization  of  an  exclusively 
English  congregation,  and  the  erection  of  a  suitable 
church  building  for  the  same,  was  absolutely  indis- 
pensable, and  the  only  means  of  keeping  the  young 
within  the  church  of  their  fathers. 

Encouraged  and  stimulated  by  the  judicious  coun- 
sel of  Rev.  W.  R.  HoffiDrd  and  Rev.  A.  J.  G.  Dubbs, 
who  actively  sympathized  with  them,  a  few  of  the 
more  venturesome  spirits  resolved  that  they  would 
take  the  initiative  without  any  further  delay. 

An  earnest  petition,  setting  forth  the  importance  of 
such  organization  and  the  desirableness  of  realizing  it 

1  By  Rev.  Samuel  G.  Wagner,  D.D. 
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at  aa  early  a  day  as  possible,  was  presented  to  the  con- 
sistory of  Zion's  German  Reformed  Congregation,  over 
the  signatures  of  Mr.  George  Kuhl  andC.  Lewis  Huber. 
The  author  of  this  petition  was  the  Rev.  W.  R.  Hof- 
ford.  We  find  the  following  record  bearing  on  this 
paper : 

"At  a  meeting  of  the  Consistory  of  the  German 
Reformed  Congregation,  held  June  4, 1865,  the  above 
petition  was  laid  before  it,  when  it  was,  on  motion. 
Resolved,  That  the  prayers  contained  therein  be 
granted.  By  order.  Attest,  E.  J.  Knauss,  Secretary 
of  Zion's  Reformed  Consistory,  at  Allentown,  Pa." 

After  some  few  months'  delay,  caused  by  certain  un- 
expected complications,  in  obedience  to  a  call  inviting 
all  those  favorable  to  the  new  enterprise,  a  meeting  was 
held  in  the  lecture-rooni  of  the  mother-church  on  the 
evening  of  Sept.  14,  1865.  An  organization  being  ef- 
fected, with  Mr.  Tobias  Kessler  as  president  and  Mr. 
Reuben  H.  Kramm  as  secretary,  the  following  reso- 
lution was  unanimously  adopted :  "  Resolved,  That 
the  members  of  the  Zion's  German  Reformed  Congre- 
gation, of  Allentown,  Pa.,  seeing  the  necessity  of 
doing  something  speedily  to  maintain  and  further  the 
Interests  of  our  church,  favor  the  organization  of  an 
exclusively  English  congregation  ;  and  desiring  that 
this  may  be  done  peaceably,  and  that  a  friendly  rela- 
tion may  continue  to  exist  between  the  mother-church 
and  her  offspring,  we  deem  it  prudent  that  our  pastor. 
Rev.  N.  S.  Strassburger,  should  organize  and  install 
the  members  of  the  consistory,  and  that,  after  the  or- 
ganization, said  congregation  be  left  unrestrained  in 
the  adoption  of  such  measures  as  will  be  thought  most 
expedient  to  insure  success.''  A  committee  was  ap- 
pointed at  the  same  time  to  consult  with  the  influential 
members  of  the  mother-church  as  to  the  best  method 
of  promoting  the  contemplated  enterprise.  At  an  ad- 
journed meeting,  on  the  evening  of  Sept.  27, 1865,  this 
committee,  having  reported  favorably,  was  continued 
for  a  further  prosecution  of  the  work.  Another  com- 
mittee, appointed  Nov.  29,  1865,  to  secure  a  suitable 
room  for  the  use  of  this  inchoate  organization,  reported 
at  a  subsequent  meeting,  held  Dec.  6,  1865,  that  they 
had  succeeded  in  obtaining  the  Academy  Building. 
Meanwhile,  the  proper  application,  as  required  in  such 
cases  by  the  Constitution  of  the  German  Reformed 
Church  of  the  United  States,  being  laid  before  the 
Classis  of  East  Pennsylvania,  convened  in  special 
session  in  the  city  of  Allentown,  on  Nov.  26,  1865, 
met  with  favorable  action,  and  authority  was  given 
to  proceed  with  the  organization. 

We  accordingly  find  that  on  the  evening  of  Dec. 
28, 1865,  these  anxious  and  earnest  souls  met  in  the 
Academy  Hall,  on  the  corner  of  Eighth  and  Walnut 
Streets,  and  at  once  provided  for  the  creation  of  the 
new  Sunday-school,  to  be  called  the  "  Sunday-school 
of  the  English  Reformed  Congregation  of  Allentown," 
and  to  form  the  nucleus  of  said  congregation.  The 
following  officers  were  elected:  Superintendent,  Mr. 
T.    Kessler;    Assistant  Superintendent,   Mr.  R.   H. 


Kramm  ;  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  Mr.  George  Kuhl ; 
Librarian,  Mr.  Levi  Fenstermacher;  Assistant  Libra- 
rian, Miss  Ellen  J.  McHose  ;  President  of  the  Asso- 
ciation, Mr.  George  Hagenbuch.  A  committee  was 
appointed  to  draft  a  constitution  and  by-laws  for  the 
government  of  the  Sunday-school  Association,  to  re- 
port at  a  meeting  held  Jan.  11,  1866,  when  its  work, 
after  a  few  slight  changes,  was  adopted,  and  substan- 
tially controls  the  organization  to  this  day. 

An  announcement  having  appeared  to  that  effect 
in  the  Daily  News  of  the  city,  the  English  Reformed 
Sunday-school  convened  for  the  first  time  in  the 
Academy  Hall,  on  Sunday,  Jan.  1,  1866,  at  1.30 
o'clock  P.M.,  with  an  encouraging  attendance  of 
officers,  teachers,  and  pupils.  A  fortnight  after, 
Jan.  15,  1866,  divine  service  being  ended,  in  order  to 
complete  the  new  organization,  an  election  was  held 
for  church  officers,  which  resulted  in  the  choice  of 
two  elders,  viz. :  George  Hagenbuch  and  Tobias  Kess- 
ler, and  four  deacons,  viz.:  Reuben  H.  Kramm, 
George  Kuhl,  John  S.  Kessler,  and  C.  Lewis  Huber. 
These  gentlemen  were  ordained  and  installed  at  a  ser- 
vice held  in  Zion's  Reformed  Church  on  the  evening 
of  Jan.  29,  1866,  by  a  committee  appointed  by  the 
Classis  of  East  Pennsylvania.  They  constituted  the 
consistory  for  1866-67,  being  the  first  consistory  of 
the  new  English  Reformed  Congregation  of  Allen- 
town, Pa. 

It  now  became  a  question  of  absorbing  interest,  Who 
shall  be  the  first  pastor  of  this  new  enterprise?  Ac- 
cordingly, at  a  regular  meeting  of  the  consistory,  held 
April  2,  1866,  it  was  resolved  to  present  the  name  of 
Rev.  S.  Philips,  of  Carlisle,  as  a  candidate  to  be  voted 
for  as  pastor  by  such  persons  as,  at  a ,  congregational 
meeting  to  be  held  for  the  purpose,  on  Sunday  even- 
ing, April  8,  1866,  might  be  willing  to  identify  them- 
selves permanently  with  the  new  interest.  This  elec- 
tion was  held  at  the  appointed  time,  and  resulted  in 
the  choice  of  the  above-named  candidate.  A  call 
was  promptly  extended  to  him,  and  as  promptly  ac- 
cepted. He  preached  his  introductory  sermon  on 
Sunday,  May  20,  1866.  He  was  installed  by  a  com- 
mittee of  the  Classis  of  East  Pennsylvania  on  June 
26,  1866.  The  new  congregation  being  still  without 
a  name,  it  was  agreed  at  a  meeting  of  the  consistory, 
June  20th,  that  the  church  shall  hereafter  be  known 
as  the  "St.  John's  English  Reformed  Congregation." 
At  the  same  time  the  constitution  and  by-laws  were 
reported  by  the  pastor,  which  were  afterwards  unani- 
mously adopted  by  the  congregation  on  July  1,  1866. 
On  July  8th,  when  the  first  communion  was  admin- 
istered, we  learn  from  the  record  that  the  congrega- 
tion then  numbered  one  hundred  and  twenty-four 
members,  two  of  these  having  been  received  by  con- 
firmation, and  the  others  by  certificate  and  repro- 
fession. 

Being  without  the  necessary  church  building,  the 
consistory  met  in  special  session  on  July  29th  of  the 
same  year,  when  they  appointed  the  Hon.  Samuel 


200 


HISTORY   OF   LEHIGH   COUNTY,  PENNSYLVANIA. 


McHose  to  negotiate  for  a  suitable  lot  for  a  church. 
This  resulted  in  the  purchase  of  the  lot  or  lots  on 
which  the  present  church  stands,  on  the  corner  of 
Sixth  and  Walnut  Streets.  Measures  were  at  once 
adopted  to  secure  the  proper  corporation,  in  regard  to 
which  we  find  the  following  record :  "  The  petition  to 
incorporate  the  St.  John's  Eeformed  Church  of  Al- 
lentown,  Pa.,  was  presented  through  Jacob  S.  Dillin- 
ger,  Esq.,  Feb.  4, 1867,  and  on  the  same  day  was  filed, 
and  was  granted  April  8,  1867,  by  the  Court  of  Le- 
high County,  Judge  J.  W.  Maynard,  and  recorded  in 
the  recorder's  oflSce  of  the  city  of  Allentown,  April  15, 
1867,  in  the  charter-book,  volume  i.  page  160,  etc. 
Jonathan  Trexler,  Recorder." 

The  following  building  committee  was  appointed: 
Samuel  McHose,  William  Blumer,  Thomas  Mohr,  C. 
B.  Haintz,  and  Thomas  Barber.  At  a  congregational 
meeting,  after  service,  Nov.  25,  1866,  the  following 
persons  had  been  elected  to  the  position  of  trustees  of 
the  congregation,  viz. :  Milton  J.  Kramer,  Levi  Line, 
and  Thomas  Mohr.  The  next  item  which  we  deem 
proper  to  record  is  the  enlargement  of  the  consistory, 
by  the  addition  of  one  elder  and  two  deacons,  at  a 
congregational  meeting  held  in  the  court-house  on 
May  5,  1867,  when  the  following  consistory  was 
elected  for  the  year  1867-68 :  Elders,  George  Hagen- 
buch,  three  years ;  Tobias  Kessler,  two  years ;  and 
Samuel  Engelman,  one  year.  Deacons,  George  Kuhl 
and  Reuben  H.  Kramm,  three  years ;  C.  Lewis  Huber 
and  John  S.  Kessler,  two  years  ;  and  Lewis  P.  Hecker 
and  Charles  H.  Ruhe,  one  year. 

During  this  time,  it  is  apparent  that  some  changes 
were  made,  though  there  is  no  special  record.  Acad- 
emy Hall  had  been  abandoned,  the  court-house  having 
been  secured  for  the  Sunday  services,  and  Leh's  Hall 
for  the  Wednesday  evening  service,  and  the  use  of  the 
main  Sunday-school,  while  the  infant  school  had 
been  removed  to  the  third  story  of  Mr.  Kuhl's  build- 
ing,—Mrs.  W.  R.  Hofibrd,  Miss  Anna  B.  Steckel,  and 
Mr.  George  Kuhl,  having  it  in  charge. 

The  building  committee  had  meanwhile  gone  for- 
ward with  its  work,  and  the  foundation  had  been  so 
far  laid  that  the  time  had  come  for  the  laying  of  the 
corner-stone  of  the  new  church,  which  ceremony  and 
service  accordingly  took  place  in  the  presence  of  a  large 
congregation  in  the  early  fall  of  the  year  1867.  We 
much  regret  that  we  are  without  a  record  of  the  date 
of  this  service.  We  find  a  singular  pause  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  congregation.  There  is  a  strange  blank 
on  the  record,  which  reminds  one  of  the  blank  which 
must  have  darkened  the  hearts  of  the  devoted  flock 
when,  at  a  meeting  held  in  the  Sunday-school  hall, 
on  Oct.  30, 1867,  a  communication  was  received  which 
proved  to  be  the  resignation  of  the  pastor.  Rev.  S. 
Philips,  to  take  effect  on  November  10th,  following. 
This  resignation  was  unanimously  accepted,  and  we 
accordingly  find  that  the  record  of  the  first  pastor  of 
this  congregation  suddenly  stops  at  that  date.  The 
pastorate  of  the  Rev.  S.  Philips  was  a  short  though  I 


active  one.  It  began  May  20,  1866,  and  ended  Nov. 
10, 1867.  During  this  brief  period  of  eighteen  months 
the  following  was  the  result  of  his  labors :  infant  bap- 
tisms, 20 ;  adult  baptism,  1 ;  additions,  by  confirma- 
tion, 31 ;  by  certificate,  166  ;  by  reprbfession,  89 :  total, 
236.  Marriages,  11 ;  deaths,  3 ;  dismissions,  2  ;  Sun- 
day-school teachers,  26 ;  pupils,  183  ;  benevolent  con- 
tributions, $150. 

The  congregation  was  thus  left  without  a  pastor  to 
guide  them  ;  still,  they  were  not  without  religious  ser- 
vices, these  being  supplied  by  pastors  from  abroad. 
Nor  did  the  matter  of  church  improvement  stand 
quite  still,  not  at  least  until  the  building  was  under 
roof.  Strenuous  efforts  were  made  to  gather  in  the 
amounts  subscribed,  which  realized  to  the  committee 
on  subscriptions  between  ten  and  twelve  thousand 
dollars.  • 

At  length  at  a  congregational  meeting,  held  March 
2,  1868,  an  election  for  pastor  took  place,  which  re- 
sulted in  the  choice  of  the  present  incumbent,  the 
Rev.  Samuel  G.  Wagner. 

A  constitutional  call  was  tendered  and  accepted, 
and  the  present  pastorate  began  June  1,  1868.  The 
formal  induction  or  installation  took  place  in  the 
court-house  in  the  month  of  June,  which  service  was 
presided  over  by  a  committee  of  the  Classis  of  East 
Pennsylvania.  The  introductory  sermon  was  preached 
on  July  12,  1868,  and  the  congregation  continued  to 
hold  their  services  in  the  court-house  until  the  end  of 
the  year,  when  the  new  church  building  was  ready 
for  dedication. 

With  the  beginning  of  the  new  pastorate  the  work 
on  the  church  building  was  resumed  and  actively 
carried  forward.  The  services  of  dedication  took 
place  on  the  first  Sunday  of  the  new  year,  Jan.  3, 
1869.  There  were  three  services  on  that  day,  the  one 
in  the  afternoon  being  the  children's  service,  with 
services  also  on  Saturday  afternoon  and  evening 
before,  all  interesting  and  well  attended.  The  pastor 
was  assisted  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  J.  W.  Nevin,  of  Lan- 
caster; Rev.  Dr.  D.  Gans,  Rev.  Dr.  C.  Z.  Weiser, 
and  Rev.  Dr.  D.  Y.  Heisler,  all  of  the  Reformed 
Church.  The  congregation  had  now  .occasion  to 
congratulate  itself  on  the  possession  of  a  neat  and 
comfortable  church ;  and  it  took  courage  and  went 
forward  until  to-day  it  occupies  a  position  of  re- 
spectability and  influence  in  the  community. 

The  consistory  at  that  time  was  composed  of  George 
Hagenbuch,  Tobias  Kessler,  and  Samuel  Engelman, 
elders  ;  and  the  following  deacons  :  George  Kuhl,  R. 
H.  Kramm,  John  S.  Kessler,  L.  P.  Hecker,  C.  H. 
Ruhe,  and  H.  C.  Wagner,  the  last  gentleman  having 
been  elected  to  fill  the  vacancy  created  by  the  with- 
drawal of  C.  Lewis  Huber  from  the  congregation. 
During  the  last  fifteen  years  the  following  additional 
members  have  faithfully  served  terms  in  the  consis- 
tory: A.  A.  Huber,  Jacob  A.  Blumer,  William  H. 
Deshler,  Esq.,  H.  M.  Leh,  William  F.  Hecker,  John 
E.  Lentz,  H.  A.  Stellwagen,   Reuben  H.  Shuman 
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(now  residing  in  Southern  Kansas),  David  E.  Kline 
(now  of  Western  Pennsylvania),  A.  L.  Clauser,  L.  F. 
Knecht,  L.  H.  Lenhart,  William  H.  Diehl,  William 
A.  Berkemyer,  R.  D.  Butz,  and  M.  J.  Meixsell ;  as 
trustees,  Thomas  Mohr,  Levi  Line,  Charles  W. 
Cooper,  Sr.,  Tilghman  H.  Good,  Aaron  Troxell, 
Samuel  A.  Butz,  Esq.,  Reuben  P.  Steckel,  and  Hiram 
M.  Leh.  The  following  choristers  and  organists  have 
been  in  the  service  of  the  congregation  since  its  or- 
ganization: S.  P.  Newhard,  J.  S.  Whitney,  J.  F. 
Ohl,  M.  S.  Gabriel,  F.  Wolf,  and  the  present  efficient 
organist,  Alfred  H.  Ettinger.  Among  the  active 
treasurers  appear  the  names  of  T.  H.  Good  and  S.  A. 
Butz,  Esq.,  of  the  board  of  trustees ;  and  J.  A. 
Blumer,  H.  M.  Leh,  and  H.  A.  Stellwagen,  of  the 
consistory.  The  following  have  served  the  congre- 
gation in  the  capacity  of  Sunday-school  superin- 
tendents :  Tobias  Kessler,  Benjamin  Lochman,  Lewis 
P.  Hecker,  Henry  C.  Wagner,  Milton  H.  Derr,  Reu- 
ben H.  Kramm,  Edmund  C.  Huber,  Daniel  Z.  Walker, 
J.  Henry  Lawyer,  Mrs.  W.  R.  Hoiford,  Miss  Anna  B. 
Steckel,  Miss  Carrie  Guth,  and  Miss  Anna  Lind. 
William  H.  Deshler,  Esq.,  has  been  for  years  the 
president  of  the  Sunday  School  Association ;  John  C. 
Nagle  has  served  as  secretary  ;  R.  H.  Kramm,  Dr.  S. 
S.  Apple,  and  William  F.  Hecker  as  treasurers ;  and 
George  Kuhl,  Theodore  D.  Reninger,  and  William  J. 
Huber  have  served  for  years  in  the  office  of  librarian ; 
Miss  Anna  C.  Lind,  Miss  M.  Alice  Breder,  and  Miss 
Maggie  Sykes  have  presided  at  the  organ  in  the  infant 
department  of  the  Sunday-school. 

The  Sunday-school  has  had  its  faithful  teachers, 
and  God  will  reward  each  one  for  the  work  of  love  so 
cheerfully  rendered. 

The  present  pastorate,  covering  now  upwards  of 
fifteen  years,  has  been  a  pleasant  one.  The  following 
record  will  show  its  measure  of  success :  Infant  bap- 
tisms, 247 ;  additions,  by  confirmation,  258 ;  by  adult 
baptism,  7  ;  by  certificate,  168  ;  by  reprofession,  31 : 
total,  464.  Marriages,  130;  funerals,  221;  present 
membership  of  the  congregation,  424 ;  Sunday-school 
scholars,  327;  main  school,  242;  infant  school,  85; 
teachers  and  officers,  45.  An  important  event  during 
the  present  pastorate  was  the  purchase,  in  the  sum- 
mer of  1876,  of  the  sweet-voiced  organ  now  in  use. 
This  was  the  praiseworthy  deed  of  those  active  and 
liberal  members,  who  have  always  been  forward  in 
every  similar  work.  The  efficient  committee  through 
whose  efforts  the  means  for  the  purchase  of  the  instru- 
ment were  secured,  consisted  of  Messrs.  Levi  Line, 
Reuben  P.  Steckel,  Alfred  H.  Ettinger,  Jacob  A. 
Blumer,  and  Theodore  D.  Reninger.  The  organ  is 
from  the  celebrated  manufactory  of  Hook  &  Hastings, 
Boston,  Mass. 

This  congregation  is  without  debt.  Its  expenses 
have  been  heavy,  but  generous  hearts  and  willing 
hands  have  always  supplied  the  necessary  means. 
The  contributions  towards  the  various  objects  of 
Christian  benevolence  have  been  liberal. 


Salem's  Eeformed  Church,'— The  need  of  a  third 
Reformed  Church  in  the  city  of  AUentown  was  felt 
several  years  before  Salem's  Reformed  Congregation 
was  organized.  The  Classis  of  East  Pennsylvania,  at 
a  special  meeting  held  at  Coplay  on  the  17th  day  of 
November,  1874,  appointed  a  committee  of  three  min- 
isters, composed  of  the  Revs.  N.  S.  Strassberger,  S.  G. 
Wagner,  and  A.  J.  G.  Dubbs,  to  consider  the  feasibility 
of  organizing  a  Reformed  Congregation  in  the  north- 
western part  of  the  city. 

At  a  special  meeting  of  the  Classis,  held  in  St. 
John's  Reformed  Church  in  AUentown  on  the  2d 
day  of  April,  1875,  this  committee  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing report: 

"  Your  committee  reports  that  efforts  were  made  by 
conferring  with  the  consistory  of  Zion's  Eeformed 
Congregation  and  others,  to  prepare  the  way  for  the 
organization  of  a  Reformed  Congregation  in  the 
Fourth  Ward  in  AUentown,  Pa.  In  two  weeks  a 
public  meeting  will  be  held  in  the  lecture-room  of 
said  church  for  the  purpose,  and  all  who  are  in  favor 
of  the  enterprise  will  be  invited  to  attend." 

This  report  was  received  by  Classis,  and  the  com- 
mittee was  continued. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  Classis,  held  at  Lenharts- 
ville,  Berks  Co.,  Pa.,  on  the  5th  day  of  May,  1875,  the 
committee  reported  the  following : 

"We  have  not  yet  fully  accomplished  the  object  of 
our  appointment.  Since  the  report  submitted  we  held 
two  public  meetings  in  the  lecture-room  of  Zion's  Re- 
formed Church,  which  were  well  attended  by  mem- 
bers of  both  congregations.  The  result  of  these  meet- 
ings is,  that  a  Sunday-school  shall  forthwith  be 
organized  in  the  northwestern  section  of  the  city  by 
a  committee  consisting  of  members  of  both  our  Re- 
formed Congregations.  Public  services  shall  be  held 
on  Sabbath  evenings  by  the  Reformed  pastors  of  Al- 
lentown.  A  committee  is  appointed  to  procure  a 
suitable  room  in  which  a  Sunday-school  and  the 
public  services  shall  be  held.  Fifty-two  persons  have 
signified  their  willingness  to  identify  themselves  with 
the  enterprise,  providing  it  is  carried  out  successfully 
and  a  proper  lot  is  secured  for  the  location  of  a  church. 
The  new  congregation  when  organized  shall  be  al- 
lowed to  select  a  lot  for  itself,  and  then  settle  the 
question  of  location.  Each  Reformed  Congregation 
of  AUentown  shall  appoint  a  committee  of  three  of 
its  members,  who  shall  co-operate  in  an  effort  to  pro- 
cure funds  for  building  purposes. 

"  A  beginning  has  thus  been  made  for  the  organiza- 
tion of  a  third  Eeformed  Congregation  in  the  city  of 
AUentown,  with  fair  prospects  of  success,  which  we 
hope  may  soon  be  reached,  to  the  welfare  of  man,  the 
extension  of  the  Eedeemer's  kingdom,  and  the  glory 
of  God." 

This  report  was  received  by  Classis,  and  the  Eevs. 
W.  E.  Hofford  and  Jared  Fritzinger  were  added  to  the 
committee.  ^__ 

1  By  Rev.  A.  J.  G.  Dubbs. 
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The  joint  committee,  composed  of  members  of 
Zion's  and  St.  John's  Congregations,  now  became 
active,  collected  some  means,  and  leased  a  lot  of 
ground  situated  on  the  corner  of  Eighth  and  Chew 
Street.s,  on  which  they  erected  a  temporary  frame 
chapel,  which  was  dedicated  to  the  service  of  almighty 
God  on  the  12th  day  of  September,  1875.  It  was 
named  Salem's  Reformed  Church  of  Allentovs'n,  Pa. 
A  Sunday-school  was  at  once  organized,  of  which 
George  W.  Hartzel  was  elected  superintendent. 

The  committee  of  Classis  drew  up  a  constitution 
and  by-laws  for  the  government  of  the  congregation 
according  to  the  form  recommended  by  Synod.  After 
sixty-four  members  of  different  Reformed  Congrega- 
tions had  presented  regular  certificates  of  dismissions 
and  had  been  received  by  the  committee  as  members 
of  Salem's  Reformed  Congregation  of  Allentown,Pa., 
they  united  in  electing  two  elders  and  four  deacons, 
one  treasurer  and  one  trustee.  The  congregation  was 
formally  organized  on  Tuesday,  Nov.  23,  1875,  in  the 
chapel,  by  the  ordination  and  installation  of  their 
newly-elected  elders  and  deacons.  The  consistory 
thus  elected  and  installed  was  composed  of  the  fol- 
lowing-named persons, — viz..  Elders,  Aaron  Butz  and 
Elias  Troxel ;  Deacons,  John  Bartholomew,  James 
Hunsicker,  Henry  Hilegas,  and  William  B.  Schaffer; 
Treasurer,  A.  L.  Newhart ;  Trustee,  Owen  W.  Faust. 

Public  services,  conducted  by  the  Reformed  pastors 
residing  in  Allentown,  were  held  regularly  in  the 
chapel  every  Sunday  evening  since  its  consecration. 
The  Sunday-school,  which  had  been  organized  and 
conducted  by  the  joint  committee  of  Zion's  and  St. 
John's  Congregations,  was  now  formally  turned  over, 
and  was  officered  by  the  members  of  the  new  congre- 
gation. 

At  a  special  meeting  of  Classis  held  in  Salem's  Re- 
formed Chapel  on  the  30th  day  of  November,  1875,  the 
committee  appointed  by  Classis  reported  that  its 
work  was  accomplished,  and  that  Allentown  now 
counted  a  third  Reformed  Congregation. 

The  congregation  now  became  conscious  of  its  wants 
and  at  once  saw  the  need  of  a  regular  pastor  to  further 
its  growth  and  give  it  a  respectable  position  among 
the  churches  of  Allentown. 

A  call,  dated  Jan.  3, 1876,  was  extended  to  the  Rev. 
A.  J.  G.  Dubbs,  who  was  at  that  time  pastor  of  the 
Salisbury  charge,  to  which  he  was  very  much  attached, 
and  from  which  he  felt  loth  to  sever  his  oonuection. 
After  being  earnestly  urged  by  the  ministry  of  the 
Reformed  Church,  and  due  deliberation  on  his  part, 
he  accepted  the  call  with  the  proviso  that  Salem's  Re- 
formed Congregation  build  a  church  during  the  en- 
suing year.  This  seemed  at  the  time  a  heavy  demand 
on  a  small  and  comparatively  poor  congregation,  with 
a  debt  of  four  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  still  resting 
on  the  chapel  standing  on  leased  ground.  But  en- 
couraged by  the  advanced  step  it  had  made,  the  most 
influential  members  aided  the  consistory  and  the 
newly-elected   pastor  in   soliciting   subscriptions  to- 


wards the  erection  of  a  more  inviting  and  substantial 
church  edifice.  By  the  1st  of  April,  1876,  when  the 
pastor  entered  formally  upon  his  duties  in  the  charge, 
they  had  secured  over  thirteen  thousand  dollars,  and 
purchased  a  lot  one  hundred  and  ten  by  seventy-two 
feet,  located  on  the  north  side  of  Chew  Street,  near 
Seventh,  and  were  busily  at  work  in  preparing  a 
foundation  for  a  new  church  edifice.  The  building 
committee  elected  by  the  congregation  consisted  of 
A.  J.  G.  Dubbs,  Solomon  Boyer,  Thomas  Steckel, 
Elias  Lentz,  Conrad  Paff,  Jesse  Marcks,  Aaron  Butz, 
and  Elias  Troxel. 

The  formal  laying  of  the  corner-stone  took  place 
on  Whitsuntide,  June  4,  1876.  The  Rev.  Aaron  S. 
Leinbach,  of  Reading,  preached  the  opening  sermon 
to  a  large  audience,  assisted  by  the  Rev.  Joseph  S. 
Dubbs,  D.D.,  after  which  the  ceremony  of  the  laying 
of  the  corner-stone  was  attended  to  by  the  pastor. 
Services  were  held  in  the  afternoon  and  evening  by 
the  Revs.  A.  B.  Kaplin  and  S.  A.  Leinbach. 

The  dimensions  of  the  ground- work  of  the  build- 
ing are  ninety-one  by  fifty-two  feet,  and  the  super- 
structure is  built  of  brick. 

In  nine  months  from  the  breaking  of  the  ground 
for  the  foundation  the  church  was  finished,  and  on 
Sunday  the  24th  day  of  December,  the  day  before 
Christmas,  it  was  dedicated  to  the  service  of  the 
triune  God.  The  entire  week  in  which  the  dedica- 
tion took  place  was  set  apart  by  the  pastor  and  con- 
gregation for  religious  worship  and  thanksgiving. 

On  the  morning  of  the  dedication  the  church  was 
well  filled,  and  there  were  present,  besides  the  pastor. 
Revs.  Joseph  S.  Dubbs,  D.D.,  Joseph  H.  Dubbs, 
D.D.,  and  C.  Z.  Weiser,  D.D.  After  the  opening 
services  by  the  pastor,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Joseph  S.  Dubbs, 
father  of  the  pastor,  initiated  the  solemn  service 
in  an  address,  pathetic,  apt,  earnest,  clear,  and  well 
suited  to  set  the  whole  audience  on  the  right  pitch. 
The  Rev.  Dr.  Weiser  now  stepped  forward  on  the 
pulpit  platform,  and  formally  presented  the  pulpit 
from  Hon.  Joseph  Leinbach,  of  Bethlehem  ;  the  read- 
ing-desk from  Moses  Schneck  and  family,  of  Phila- 
delphia; the  baptismal  font  from  the  catechetical 
class  of  the  congregation  ;  the  altar  from  the  Sunday- 
school  ;  a  Bible  cushion  from  Miss  Jane  Weiler ;  a 
reading-desk  Bible  from  the  Miller's  church  of  North 
Whitehall ;  a  German  pulpit  Bible  from  Mrs.  Hettie 
Pflueger;  an  English  Bible  from  Solomon  Boyer  and 
wife,  in  memory  of  his  father  (John  Boyer,  deceased) ; 
mottoes  from  the  Misses  Marks  and  Walbert.  The 
younger  Pastor  Dubbs  then  gave  the  work  of  his 
and  his  people's  hands  to  God.  The  youngest  Pastor 
Dubbs,  Professor  Joseph  H.,  of  Lancaster,  but  origi- 
nally of  this  region,  and  once  pastor  in  Allentown, 
preached  the  dedicatory  sermon  in  the  German 
tongue,  taking  for  his  text  the  xlviii.  Psalm,  verses 
13  to  15. 

During  the  afternoon  the  religious  services  were 
conducted  in  the  English  language  by  the  Rev.  Dr. 
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Weiser,  who  preached  on  the  first  and  second  com- 
mandments. 

During  the  evening  the  Christmas  festival  of  the 
Sunday-school  took  place.  The  church  was  crowded 
to  overflowing,  and  the  services  were  beautiful  and 
impressive. 

,0n  Christmas  day  morning  the  Kev.  Abraham 
Bartholomew  preached  in  the  German  language  from 
1  Peter  ii.  5. 

The  afternoon  services  were  conducted  by  the  Rev. 
Joseph  H.  Dubbs,  D.D.,  brother  of  the  pastor,  who 
preached  in  the  English  language  from  Isaiah  liv.  11- 
13.  The  Eev.  S.  A.  Leinbach,  of  Coplay,  preached 
in  the  evening  in  the  German  language  from  1  Peter 
ii.  7.  The  pastors,  W.  R.  Hofford,  A.  H.  Keyser,  and 
John  Maddern  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  aided  the 
pastor  loci  during  the  services  of  the  entire  week. 

Salem's  Reformed  Church  now  occupies  an  elevated 
locality,  and  is  beautifully  situated  on  Chew  Street, 
in  the  northwestern  part  of  Allentown.  The  church 
edifice  compares  well,  as  regards  beauty  and  size, 
with  any  other  Protestant  Church  in  the  city.  Its 
doors  and  windows  are  Gothic  in  form.  The  steeple 
is  high  and  symmetrical,  and  standing  as  it  does  on 
high  ground,  the  church  is  a  conspicuous  landmark  to 
all  approaching  the  city  from  the  north  and  the  west. 
An  open  grassy  space  intervenes  between  it  and  the 
street  on  which  it  fronts.  The  audience-room,  with 
its  pulpit,  altar,  chancel,  and  pews,  is  finished  with 
hard  wood,  and  has  a  seating  capacity  of  about  eight 
hundred.  The  ceiling  is  arched,  the  walls  beautifully 
frescoed,  and  the  floor  neatly  carpeted.  The  pews 
are  covered  with  costly  cushions  donated  to  the  church 
by  Mr.  Jeremiah  Roth,  a  member  of  the  congrega- 
tion. 

The  steeple  is  furnished  with  a  large,  sweet-sounding 
bell,  weighing  over  eighteen  hundred  pounds,  cast  by 
Edward  Gaugh  of  this  city,  and  bears  the  following 
inscription  :  "  Presented  to  Salem's  Reformed  Church 
by  Nathan  Weiler,"  who  placed  it  there  at  his  own 
expense. 

Several  years  ago  two  young  machinists,  Knauss  and 
Grammes,  made  a  very  excellent  town  clock.  Jacob 
Deshler  at  first  conceived  the  idea  of  having  it  placed 
in  the  steeple  of  the  church.  After  several  eflTorts,  which 
failed,  it  was  taken  up  by  Mr.  Charles  Wannemaker, 
who  succeeded  in  collecting  the  necessary  amount, 
and  the  clock  was  placed  in  the  steeple,  where  it  is 
now  an  ornament  to  the  church  and  a  convenience  to 
the  people  living  within  sight. 

The  congregation  now  numbers  over  five  hundred 
members,  and  has  wiped  out  its  entire  indebtedness. 

There  is  a  basement  under  the  entire  building, 
which  is  fitted  up  with  pulpit,  pews,  and  organs  for 
Sunday-school  purposes.  The  Sunday-school  num- 
bers six  hundred  and  fifty  scholars,  and  is  superin- 
tended by  William  B.  Schafi'er,  assisted  by  Charles 
Wannemaker,  and  is  in  a  promising  condition  for  the 
future  welfare  of  the  congregation. 


After  the  completion  of  the  church  the  older  mem- 
bers organized  a  mite  society  for  the  purpose  of  as- 
sisting to  defi'ay  the  current  expenses  and  reducing 
the  debt  which  was  still  resting  on  the  church.  This 
society  is  still  in  existence,  and  has  been  eminently 
useful  to  the  congregation  in  aiding  the  sick,  the 
poor,  and  the  needy.  On  the  24th  day  of  Novem- 
ber, 1880,  the  young  members,  at  the  suggestion  of 
the  pastor,  organized  the  Young  People's  Society, 
which  has  ever  since  been  very  active  and  useful  in 
developing  the  social  life  of  the  young  members,  and 
besides  have  raised  through  their  own  efforts  the  round 
sum  of  twenty-four  hundred  dollars  toward  the  erec- 
tion of  a  pipe-organ,  which  is  now  ordered,  and  is  to 
be  placed  in  a  recess  made  for  that  purpose  to  the 
right  of  the  pulpit.  The  congregation  is  legally 
chartered,  and  has  its  constitution  and  by-laws,  which 
harmonize  with  the  constitution  of  the  Reformed 
Church  of  the  United  States,  and  binds  it  and  its 
pastor  to  the  faith  of  the  church  as  laid  down  in  the 
Heidelberg  Catechism. 

Christ  Reformed  Church  is  situated  in  East  Al- 
lentown, on  Second  Street  near  Hamilton.  It  was 
built  in  1876,  and  has  a  seating  capacity  of  four  hun- 
dred and  fifty.  Rev.  Jarious  Fritzinger  was  the 
founder  of  the  then  Christ  Mission,  and  under  his 
supervision  it  grew  until  1880,  when  he  was  com- 
pelled to  resign  on  account  of  his  health.  Rev.  W. 
J.  Kershner  was  then  called  to  the  pastorship,  when 
the  church  was  made  self-sustaining  and  taken  out  ot 
the  Mission  Board.  It  has  now  a  membership  of  one 
hundred  and  seventy,  with  a  Sunday-school  of  two 
hundred  and  thirty.  Services  are  regularly  conducted 
every  Sunday  morning  in  the  German  language,  and 
the  Sunday-school  in  the  afternoon,  and  evening  ser- 
vices in  English.  Catechetical  instruction  is  given 
once  a  year,  and  the  holy  communion  celebrated  four 
times  a  year. 

First  Presbyterian  Church.'— The  first  Presby- 
terian Church  in  the  Lehigh  Valley  was  organized 
in  what  was  called  the  "  Irish  settlement"  about  the 
time  it  was  founded,  in  1728.  This  colony  of  Scotch- 
Irish  pioneers  was  then  in  the  bounds  of  Bucks 
County,  but  now  in  Allen  township,  Northampton 
Co.  The  first.  Presbyterian  Church  at  Easton  was  an 
offshoot  of  the  "  Irish  settlement  church,"  and  the 
Allentown  church  was  brought  into  being  and  fos- 
tered by  these  two  outposts  of  Presbyterianism.  The 
early  churches  of  Allentown  used  the  German  lan- 
guage exclusively  in  worship,  and  it  was  not  until 
the  organization  of  the  Sunday-school  (which  will  be 
more  particularly  spoken  of  at  the  close  of  this 
sketch),  in  1820,  that  the  English  tongue  was  made 
the  medium  of  religious  expression.  During  the 
early  progress  of  the  Sunday-school  the  English- 
speaking  part  of   the  population   was   occasionally 


1  Condensed  from  a  history  of  the  church  by  its  pastor,  Eev.  J.  W. 
Wood,  D.D.,  and  published  in  pamphlet  form  in  1881. 
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supplied  by  neighboring  clergymen,  particularly  by 
the  ministers  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  at  the 
"  Irish  settlement."  The  first  written  record  of  efforts 
to  obtain  English  preaching  is  in  the  minutes  of  a 
public  meeting,  held  for  that  purpose  on  the  10th  of 
April,  1820,  of  which  Peter  Rhoads  was  chairman 
and  Charles  Davis  secretary.  At  that  meeting  an  in- 
vitation was  extended  to  Kev.  Mr.  Seidel,  of  Bethle- 
hem, to  preach  in  the  English  language  in  this  bor- 
ough, once  in  two  months  for  the  ensuing  year,  for 
eight  dollars  for  every  sermon  ;  also  to  the  Eev.  Mr. 
Rodney,  of  Easton,  to  preach  once  in  two  months,  for 
ten  dollars  for  every  sermon.  These  arrangements 
were  only  in  part  complied  with  by  the  parties,  as  it 
was  difficult  for  the  ministers  to  travel,  and  also  for 
the  people  to  raise  the  money  that  was  promised. 
Mr.  Seidel  preached  here  three  times  and  Mr.  Rodney 
twice  during  the  year.  In  the  following  three  years, 
1821  to  1824,  Rev.  Robert  Russel,  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  at  "The  Settlement,"  preached  quite  fre- 
quently on  Sunday  afternoon,  and  received  whatever 
was  taken  up  by  a  collection  on  each  occasion.  On 
the  17th  of  October,  1825,  a  meeting  was  again  held 
to  obtain  English  preaching  in  the  court-house 
(where  the  Sunday-school  was  held),  and  the  Rev. 
Samuel  Bowman,  of  the  Episcopal  Church  in  Easton, 
was  invited  "  to  preach  every  other  Sunday  evening 
during  the  term  of  one  year,  if  Mr.  Bowman  will  be 
satisfied  with  the  sum  subscribed."  That  sum  is  now 
not  known,  nor  is  it  known  that  Mr.  Bowman 
preached  more  than  twice  under  the  above  invita- 
tion. The  Rev.  J.  A.  Hicks,  of  Easton,  preached 
here  a  few  times  in  1827.  In  1828  matters  began  to 
assume  a  more  permanent  shape.  "At  a  meeting  of 
the  patrons  of  English  preaching,  July  21,  1828, 
Messrs.  Samuel  Runk  and  Charles  Davis  were  ap- 
pointed a  committee  to  provide  a  boarding-place  for 
Rev.  L.  F.  Leake  during  the  time  that  he  shall  reside 
among  us."  He  was  the  first  English-speaking  clergy- 
man that  resided  in  Allentown.  Mr.  Leake  was  a 
missionary  under  the  "  Domestic  Missionary  Society 
of  New  Jersey,"  and  preached  in  Oxford  and  Har- 
mony, N.  J.,  from  April  29,  1818,  to  Oct.  19,  1825, 
when  his  relation  to  Oxford  was  dissolved.  By  an 
arrangement  with  the  missionary  society,  Mr.  Leake 
was  to  preach  every  other  Sabbath  in  Allentown  for 
six  months,  and  seventy-five  dollars  were  pledged  by 
the  people  for  his  support.  A  most  important  service 
by  Mr.  Leake  was  the  encouragement  he  gave  to  the 
Sabbath-school.  Mr.  Leake  left  in  December,  1828. 
He  died  between  May,  1866,  and  May,  1867. 

F.  A.  Strale  was  sent  to  this  place  to  preach  about 
May,  1829,  by  the  "  Domestic  Missionary  Society  of 
New  Jersey."  He  interested  himself  mainly  in  the 
secular  affairs  of  the  project  to  obtain  funds  to  erect 
a  new  house  of  worship,  for  which  he  seems  to  have 
had  some  adaptation.  There  was  no  church  organiza- 
tion using  the  English  language  while  he  was  here. 
But  he  busied  himself  in  raising  money,  and  con- 


sequently, was  much  absent  from  the  place.  Mean- 
while Mr.  Heberton  nursed  the  infant  enterprise, 
preaching  here  every  fourth  Sabbath.  Mr.  Strale 
became  justly  unacceptable  to  the  people,  and  after 
the  dedication  of  the  church,  Mr.  Heberton  advised 
him  to  leave,  and  he  did.  Of  the  religious  influence 
of  his  excellent  wife  every  one  speaks  in  terms  of 
praise. 

The  first  subscription  for  a  Presbyterian  house  of 
worship  is  dated  August,  1829,  and  has  upon  it  three 
hundred  and  thirty  dollars,  subscribed  by  twenty 
individuals.  The  following  is  a  copy  of  that  sub- 
scription : 

"  Considering  the  number  of  families  and  Individuals  resident  in  the 
borough  of  Northampton  and  its  vicinity,  who  are  either  not  at  all  ac- 
quainted with  the  German  language  or  not  sufficiently  so  to  be  in  the 
least  degree  benefited  by  preaching  in  that  language,  and  considering 
also  that  the  inducements  to  the  settlement  of  English  families  among 
us  are  annually  increasing,  it  is  therefore  highly  desirable  that  a  house 
of  worship  be  erected  within  the  borough  of  Northampton  in  which  the 
gospel  may  be  preached  and  the  ordinances  of  the  Christian  religion 
administered  in  the  English  language  on  a  permanent  footing.  Moved 
by  these  considerations,  and  believing  that  a  majority  of  the  English 
people  residing  here  are  attached  to  or  prefer  the  Presbyterian  Church 
and  its  mode  of  worship  ;  believing  also  that,  aided  by  the  kind  co-oper- 
ation of  friends  abroad,  among  whom  the  Rev.  Mr.  Strale  is  now  en- 
gaged in  furtherance  of  this  object,  and  at  whose  solicitation  many  have 
contributed,  and  will  yet,  we  hope,  contribute,  we  shall  succeed,  with 
the  blessing  of  heaven ,  in  attaining  our  object,  which  is  the  erection  of 
a  Presbyterian  house  of  worship,  in  which  the  services  shall  be  con- 
ducted in  the  English  language:  We,  the  suhsciibers,  severally  agree  to 
pay  the  sums  of  money  set  opposite  to  our  respective  names,  towards 
erecting  an  English  Presbyterian  house  of  worship  in  the  borough  of 
Northampton,  and  county  of  Lehigh,  to  be  paid  when  demanded  of  us 
by  such  person  or  persons  as  shall  be  authorized  to  demand  the  same  by 
the  congregation  to  be  organized  for  worship  in  said  church: 

"Charles  Davis,  S30;  Samuel  Bunk,  SiO;  Christian  Pretz,  $20;  G. 
Pretz,  810;  AbramHoupt,  Jr.,$10;  George  Yeakel,  50  ;  Edward  Wurtz, 
$5  ;  George  Wurtz,  J15 ;  William  Wurtz,  $10 ;  Kobert  May  Brooke,  $20 ; 
John  Vogol,  $6;  Thomas  Craig,  $40;  Maria  H.  Strale,  $10;  W.  C.  Liv- 
ingstone, $60;  Mary  C.  Livingstone,  $50  ;  Charles  Saeger,  $5;  John  D. 
Eoney,  f  10 ;  John  More,  $5  ;  John  Eice,  $16.    Total,  $330. 

"  Borough  of  Northampton,  August,  1829." 

At  a  later  meeting  Mr.  Strale  reported  twelve  hun- 
dred and  forty  dollars  subscribed,  six  hundred  and 
fifty-eight  dollars  of  which  were  collected  in  the  city 
of  New  York,  and  deposited  there  with  the  firm  of 
Lowell  &  Holbrook.  The  first  meeting  of  the  sub- 
scribers to  elect  trustees  was  held  May  21, 1830,  when 
Charles  Davis,  Samuel  Runk,  F.  A.  Strale,  Silas  H. 
Hickox,  and  John  D.  Roney  were  elected.  Mr.  Runk 
was  made  the  treasurer  of  the  board.  On  May  31, 
1830,  Mrs.  Ann  P.  Greenleaf  presented  and  conveyed 
to  the  trustees  lot  No.  121,  in  the  borough  of  North- 
ampton, bounded  on  the  north  by  the  jail,  and  on  the 
west  by  Margaret  Street  (now  Fifth).  On  June  4th 
six  hundred  and  fifty-eight  dollars  were  received  by 
draft  from  New  York.  On  June  5,  1830,  the  ground 
was  broken  for  the  foundation,  and  on  Thursday,  June 
24th,  at  two  o'clock  p.m.,  the  corner-stone  was  laid. 
The  clergy  of  all  the  churches  in  the  borough  and 
vicinity  had  been  invited  to  attend,  and  the  teachers 
and  scholars  of  the  several  day-schools.  A  large 
audience  assembled,  and  the  clergymen  present  were 
Revs.  Seidel,  of  Bethlehem ;   Heberton,  of  Bath  ;  J. 
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Gray,  of  Easton  ;  and  F.  A.  Strale.  Each  of  these 
took  part  in  the  exercises,  Mr.  Gray  delivering  the 
address.  A  copy  of  the  paper  deposited  in  the  corner- 
stone is  preserved,  which  gives  in  detail  the  whole 
proceeding  of  this  most  interesting  occasion.  Wil- 
liam Holdridge,  of  Eensselaerville,  N.  Y.,  was  the 
architect,  and  the  house  was  finished  in  the  latter 
part  of  December,  1830.  It  was  dedicated  to  the 
Triune  God  on  the  first  Sabbath,  the  2d  day  of  Jan- 
uary, 1831,  by  appropriate  services.  Mr.  Heberton 
preached  the  sermon  from  1  Kings  viii.  28th,  29th, 
and  30th  verses. 

About  the  time  that  the  house  was  finished  Mr. 
Strale's  connection  with  the  enterprise  ceased.  The 
Presbyterian  Church  had  not  yet  been  constituted, 
and  the  first  organization  that  found  a  home  within 
the  walls  of  the  new  building  was  the  Sunday-school. 

A  meeting  was  soon  convened  to  inaugurate  the 
building  of  the  spiritual  house.  The  following  is  a 
copy  of  the  minutes  of  that  assembly : 

"  At  a  meeting  of  the  citizens  who  have  contributed  to  the  erection 
of  the  English  Church,  convened  the  sixteenth  day  of  February,  1831, 
at  the  office  of  Mr.  Kunk,  on  motion,  Mr.  Charles  Davis  was  chJsen 
Chairman  and  Mr.  John  D.  Eoney  appointed  Secretary. 

"  Whereupon,  on  motion,  it  was 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Rev.  Mr.  Heberton  be  invited  to  take  charge  of 
the  First  English  Presbyterian  Church  in  this  borough,  for  the  term  of 
seven  years,  leaving  it  at  his  option  to  remain  that  length  of  time,  or 
not,  as  he  shall  think  proper;  and  that  Messrs.  Bunk  and  Davis  be  a 
Committee  to  call  upon  the  citizens  to  ascertain  how  much  they  would 
be  willing  to  contribute  toward  the  support  of  Mr.  Heberton;  and  to 
forward  to  Mr.  Heberton  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  resolutions,  and  to 
confer  with  him  generally  in  relation  to  his  call." 

Mr.  Heberton  immediately  accepted  this  call  upon 
a  salary  of  two  hundred  dollars,  and  began  his  labor 
as  the  first  settled  Presbyterian  minister  in  Allentown 
in  April  1,  1831. 

On  Friday,  Sept.  30,  1831,  the  Eev.  Alexander 
Heberton  and  James  Kennedy,  an  elder  in  the  church 
at  "  The  Settlement"  in  Allen  township,  convened  in 
the  session-room,  with  others,  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
stituting a  Presbyterian  Church.  Five  persons  were 
received  on  examination  and  profession  of  faith,  and 
three  by  certificate,  and  these  were  constituted  a 
church  under  the  title,  ''The  First  Presbyterian 
Church  in  Northampton."  The  names  of  these  first 
members  are  as  follows :  On  examination,  Mrs.  Lydia 
Roney,  Mrs.  Ellen  Davis,  Miss  Sarah  Marks,  Miss 
Rachel  Engle,  and  Mr.  Charles  Davis ;  on  certificate, 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Heberton,  Miss  Catherine  De  Berthold, 
Miss  Sarah  De  Berthold. 

On  Sunday,  October  2d,  the  Lord's  Supper  was  first 
observed  in  this  church.  The  next  day,  October  3d, 
the  church  thus  organized  convened  and  elected 
Charles  Davis  as  ruling  elder,  and  at  the  same  time 
he  was  duly  ordained  and  installed  by  Mr.  Heberton. 
The  church  was  under  the  care  of  the  Presbytery  of 
Newton. 

In  the  fall  and  winter  of  1832  the  first  protracted 
meeting  in  this  place  was  held,  and  was  attended  by 
many  conversions.     It  was  the  first  revival  in  this 


region.  Some  churches  were  far  from  being  favorable 
to  those  revivals  at  that  time,  which  are  now  using 
similar  means  and  receiving  like  accessions.  Mr. 
Heberton  received,  during  his  ministry  of  two  and  a 
half  years  here,  eighteon  members,  one  of  whom,  the 
Rev.  Andrew  TuUy,  became  a  successful  minister  of 
the  gospel.  Mr.  Heberton  left  here  in  August,  1833, 
and  now  (1881)  resides  in  Philadelphia.  He  was  the 
father  of  this  church,  and  is'  remembered  with  great 
respect  by  all  who  knew  him. 

He  was  immediately  succeeded,  on  Sept.  1,  3833,  by 
the  Rev.  Joseph  McCool,  who  was  regularly  called  by 
a  congregational  meeting  on  the  30th  of  the  same 
month.  Mr.  McCool  remained  here  until  August, 
1835.  The  subscription  for  his  support,  dated  Dec. 
10,  1834,  amounts  to  $312.12,  to  be  paid  annually. 
During  his  ministry  the  first  sexton,  John  Mason,  was 
appointed. 

After  a  short  vacancy  the  pulpit  was  again  supplied 
during  the  winter  of  1835-36,  for  six  months,  by  the 
Rev.  Moses  Floyd,  and  was  then  for  about  the  same 
length  of  time  without  any  regular  occupant. 

On  the  9th  of  October,  1836,  at  the  invitation  of 
the  congregation,  the  Rev.  Jacob  Helfenstein  came, 
as  its  temporary  supply,  from  the  First  Free  Presby- 
terian Church  of  New  York.  His  ministry  here 
marked  an  epoch  in  the  history  of  this  church.  Dr. 
Helfenstein's  preaching  was  characterized  by  a  clear 
and  forcible  exhibition  of  the  leading  truths  of  the 
Bible.  During  Dr.  Helfenstein's  time  infidelity  as- 
sumed considerable  strength,  and  frequent  meetings 
were  held  at  "Free  Hall,"  but  nevertheless  many 
persons  were  added  to  the  Presbyterian  and  other 
churches.  When  Dr.  Helfenstein  returned  to  his 
former  charge,  Sept.  3,  1837,  an  effort  was  made  to 
procure  the  services  of  the  Eev.  Dr.  John  C.  Guldin, 
of  the  German  Reformed  body,  which  were  to  be 
divided  between  this  church  and  the  Reformed  Church 
at  Lower  Saucon,  but  the  arrangement  was  not 
effected.  After  Sept.  3, 1837,  the  church  was  supplied 
for  about  two  months  by  Rev.  J.  M.  Bear.  In  the 
winter  of  1837-38,  the  Rev.  Jacob  T.  Field  supplied 
this  pulpit.  He  had  been  before  this  a  supply  of  the 
churches  of  Stroudsburg  and  Shawnee,  in  Monroe 
County.  Two  persons  united  with  the  church  while 
he  was  here,  and  he  left  in  the  latter  part  of  March, 
1838.  He  was  afterward  installed  as  pastor  in  Strouds- 
burg and  Shawnee,  in  Monroe  County,  June  26,  1838. 
He  died  May  17,  1866,  and  was  buried  at  Shawnee. 

It  was  during  this  year,  1838,  that  the  relations  of 
this  church  were  changed  from  the  Presbytery  of 
Newton  to  the  Third  Presbytery  of  Philadelphia. 
The  year  1838  was  marked  by  other  changes.  A 
great  wave  of  commercial  disaster  had  just  rolled  over 
the  country,  embarrassing  the  wisest  financiers,  and 
this  church  had  its  share  of  the  general  trouble.  Its 
house  of  worship  was  inconvenient  and  unattractive, 
with  its  audience-room  in  the  second  story,  and  only 
forty  by  fifty  feet  in  size,  while  the  whole  was  badly 
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built.  For  several  reasons  it  was  deemed  advisable  to 
build  another.  A  better  location  was  selected,  and 
the  body  of  the  present  building  was  therefore  erected 
in  1838,  and  the  old  house  passed  into  the  use  of  the 
school  authorities  of  the  town.  The  corner-atone  of 
this  second  building  was  laid  with  appropriate  cere- 
mony by  Charles  Davis,  Esq.,  on  Saturday,  July  28, 
1838,  at  ten  o'clock  a.m.  A  large  audience  was  pres- 
ent, and  an  excellent  address  delivered  by  the  Eev. 
William  Sterling,  then  of  Eeading.  The  trustees  then 
were  C.  Davis,  Joseph  Gross,  Isare  Erdman,  John 
Eice,  and  J.  Jameson. 

The  new  house  was  dedicated  to  the  worship  of  the 
triune  God  on  Sunday,  Dec.  30,  1838.  The  services 
were  conducted  by  Eevs.  Robert  Adair  and  John 
L.  Grant,  D.D.,  of  Philadelphia.  The  sermon  was 
preached  by  Dr.  Grant,  and  service  was  continued  for 
several  days.  A  bell,  weighing  two  hundred  and  sixty 
pounds,  said  to  have  been  used  in  Spain,  was  hung  in 
the  tower,  and  was  used  there  for  eighteen  years.  It 
was  sold  in  1856  to  the  church  in  Cedarville,  where 
until  recently  it  called  the  people  to  worship. 

It  was  near  to  twelve  o'clock  on  Saturday  night 
before  the  dedication  that  the  ladies  succeeded  in 
arranging  the  carpets  and  other  furniture  of  the  new 
church.  At  that  late  hour  Mr.  Eice  was  anxious  and 
undecided  as  to  which  side  of  the  house  the  females 
should  occupy,  and  he  consulted  Dr.  Grant,  who  re- 
plied, "  Let  them  sit  on  both  sides  with  their  hus- 
bands, brothers,  and  friends."  Mr.  Eice  insisted  that 
that  would  not  answer  ;  it  would  give  rise  to  scandal, 
was  contrary  to  custom,  etc.  Dr.  Grant  insisted  that 
the  old  custom  was  heathenish,  unchristian,  and 
finally  refused  to  have  anything  to  do  with  the  dedi- 
cation if  the  females  were  seated  together  only  on 
one  side  of  the  house.  With  fear  and  reluctance  Mr. 
Eice  yielded,  and  from  that  day  the  custom  began  to 
pass  away,  and  now  it  is  no  more  improper  for  the 
sexes  to  sit  together  in  church  than  at  their  own 
tables  at  home. 

In  April,  1839,  the  Eev.  Eobert  W.  Landis  became 
the  stated  supply  of  the  church,  and  in  June  of  that 
year  the  renting  of  the  pews  was  adopted.  Mr. 
Landis  continued  here  three  years,  and  preached 
with  much  ability  and  success.  Forty-five  persons 
were  added  to  the  church  during  the  ministry  of  Mr. 
Landis  here.  .This  was  the  third  revival  in  this 
church. 

In  December,  1839,  Charles  Davis,  the  only  elder 
in  this  church  for  eight  years,  and  its  principal  sup- 
porter, removed  with  his  family  to  Eeading.  His  loss 
here  was  deeply  felt,  and  not  less  was  the  loss  of  the 
wisdom  and  efficiency  of  his  excellent  wife.  For 
nearly  four  months  after  the  removal  of  Mr.  Davis 
the  church  was  without  any  ruling  elders.  On  the 
8th  of  April,  1840,  Isare  Erdman  and  James  Jame- 
son were  elected  by  the  church,  and  duly  ordained 
and  installed  by  the  pastor.  Mr.  Landis  left  in  the 
spring  of  1842,  and  on  April  1st  of  that  year  the  Eev. 


Eichard  Walker  began  his  work  as  pastor,  and  in  the 
first  twenty  months  of  his  services  sixty  persons 
joined  the  church.  He  was  regularly  installed  by 
the  Third  Presbytery  of  Philadelphia  in  May,  1844. 

The  financial  affairs  of  the  congregation  in  the 
winter  of  1844-45  were  very  unpromising.  For  a 
short  time  in  1845,  during  the  summer,  the  trustees 
had  lost  control  of  the  house,  and  the  congregation 
met  in  the  Odd-Fellows'  Hall  for  the  first  time  on 
April  6,  1845,  and  on  July  6th,  the  same  year,  re- 
turned to  the  church.  There  was  a  debt  on  the  prop- 
erty of  more  than  six  thousand  dollars,  which  Mr. 
Walker  was  largely  instrumental  in  raising.  A  new 
board  of  trustees  was  elected  June  30,  1846,  consist- 
ing of  John  S.  Gibbons,  Henry  King,  and  Eichard 
Walker.  Mr.  Walker  spent  some  six  weeks  in  Phila- 
delphia and  other  parts  of  Pennsylvania  and  New 
Jersey,  in  going  from  church  to  church  and  house  to 
house  collecting  funds. 

It  became  necessary  by  the  removal  of  Messrs. 
Erdman  and  Jameson  to  Eeading  to  elect  other 
ruling  elders,  and  accordingly  on  Oct.  3,  1845,  John 
Eomig,  M.D.,  William  S.  Young,  and  Charles  Eckert 
were  elected  to  be  ruling  elders,  and  on  Sunday, 
November  16th,  were  duly  ordained.  These,  with  the 
pastor,  constituted  the  session  for  twenty-seven  years, 
up  to  1872.  The  ruling  elders  of  this  church  up  to 
that  date  had  all  been  the  spiritual  children  of  this 
church,  and  with  filial  love,  sincerity,  faithfulness, 
wisdom,  and  prayer  they  watched  and  guided  her 
religious  affairs. 

The  Sabbath-school  was  large  and  efficient,  and  a 
demand  existed  for  better  and  extended  accommo- 
dations. Hence,  in  1855,  the  present  chapel  was  built, 
and  the  recess  in  the  east  end  of  the  church  made  for 
the  pulpit,  which  before  had  been  in  the  west  end 
between  the  doors.  The  seats  were  taken  from  the 
church  and  put  in  the  chapel,  and  new  seats  were 
put  in  the  church.  While  these  things  were  being 
done  the  congregation  worshiped  in  the  Methodist 
Church,  but  occupied  the  chapel  as  soon  as  it  was 
completed.  On  Feb.  4,  1856,  a  charter  of  incorpor- 
ation for  this  church  was  granted  by  the  court. 
During  the  following  summer,  1856,  an  extension  was 
added  to  the  front  of  the  church,  comprising  the 
present  vestibule,  choir,  and  tower.  The  old  Spanish 
bell  was  disposed  of,  as  before  stated,  and  one  of  Me- 
neely's  celebrated  bells,  of  much  greater  weight,  was 
placed  in  the  tower.  The  walls  of  the  audience-room 
were  also  elaborately  frescoed.  Mr.  Walker's  ministry 
here  continued  sixteen  years  and  nine  months,  during 
which  one  hundred  and  forty-five  members  were 
added  to  the  church,  and  only  twenty-five  of  them 
by  certificate.     He  resigned   his   pastorate  Dec.  16, 

1858.  He  still  resides  in  Allentown,  and  preached 
several  years  at  Alburtis,  in  Lock  Eidge  Church. 
After  a  vacancy  of  two  months  and  a  half,  the  Eev. 
Benjamin  Judkins  began  to  preach  here  on  March  6, 

1859.  On  the  1st  of  the  following  May  he  was  in- 
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stalled  as  pastor.  The  Rev.  Dr.  Brainerd,  of  Phila- 
delphia, preached  the  sermon,  and  Rev.  Cornelius 
Earle,  of  Catasauqua,  gave  the  charge  to  the  pastor. 
Twenty-six  were  added  to  the  church  by  profession 
and  ten  by  certificate  during  his  ministry.  His  pas- 
toral relation  was  dissolved  Oct.  14,  1862,  after  a 
service  of  three  and  a  half  years. 

In  the  following  November,  1862,  the  Eev.  Samuel 
McClellan  Gould  became  the  stated  supply,  and 
labored  here  about  seventeen  months,  leaving  in  the 
spring  of  1864.  The  Rev.  William  H.  Thorne,  then 
a  licentiate,  immediately  succeeded,  and  was  soon 
after  ordained  and  installed.  Mr.  Thome's  introduc- 
tion of  partisan  politics  in  the  pulpit  greatly  dis- 
tracted and  rent  the  church.  Several  improvements 
were,  however,  made  upon  the  property  of  the  con- 
gregation. The  walls  and  fresco-work,  having  been 
damaged  by  water,  were  repainted,  and  an  excellent 
slate  roof  was  laid  over  the  whole  church,  through 
the  liberality  of  Samuel  Lewis,  Esq.  At  Mr.  Thome's 
request  the  pastoral  relation  was  dissolved  by  Pres- 
bytery at  its  meeting  in  April,  1865. 

On  the  23d  of  April,  1865,  the  present  pastor.  Rev. 
James  W.  Wood,  preached  his  first  sermon  in  this 
church.  He  had  been  pastor  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  in  Chester,  Orange  Co.,  N.  Y.,  seventeen 
years,  and  left  that  church  October  1,  1862.  Mr. 
Wood  was  installed  as  pastor  on  the  evening  of  Oct. 
25,  1865,  by  order  of  the  Fourth  Presbytery  of  Phila- 
delphia. The  Rev.  Robert  Adair  presided,  preached 
the  sermon,  and  put  the  constitutional  questions. 
Rev.  Richard  Walker,  formerly  pastor  of  the  church, 
gave  the  charge  to  the  pastor,  and  Rev.  Cornelius 
Earle,  of  Catasauqua,  charged  the  people.  Under 
Mr.  Wood's  ministry  many  persons  have  joined  the 
church,  and  improvements  of  the  house  of  worship 
have  kept  apace  with  the  growth  of  the  church  spirit- 
ually. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  church  July  17, 1872,  an  addi- 
tion of  four  elders  was  made  by  election  to  the  session. 
The  session  had  consisted  of  but  two  elders  since  the 
resignation  of  Dr.  John  Eomig,  on  the  15th  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1868.  This  election  resulted  in  the  choice  of 
Dr.  John  Romig,  James  P.  Barnes,  Peter  Smith,  and 
Alfred  J.  Breinig.  The  last  three  brethren  were  or- 
dained and  the  whole  four  installed  on  Aug.  18, 1872. 

An  undenominational  Sunday-school  was  begun  in 
this  place  either  in  1819  or  1821.  That  it  was  in  ex- 
istence and  operation  in  the  last-named  year  there  is 
indubitable  evidence.  Mrs.  Isabella  McKeen,  of 
Easton,  taught  a  day-school  in  Allentown  in  that 
year,  and  in  June  visited  Easton.  The  Bachelors' 
Club,  in  Easton,  made  the  following  record  of  that 
visit:  "June  21,  1821.  Pro  Bono.  Mrs.  Isabella 
McKeen  arrived  from  Allentown.  We  are  happy  to 
hear  of  the  advancement  that  Allentown  is  making 
towards  civilization.  She  states  that  the  Sunday- 
school  is  in  the  full  tide  of  success."  The  records  of 
the  above  club  were  published  in  the  Free  Press  of 


Easton,  in  the  issue  of  Jan.  19,  1869,  and  in  other 
numbers.  The  date  of  1821  is  also  corroborated  by 
some  of  the  older  people  now  living. 

Whichever  of  the  two  was  the  exact  time,  all  agree 
that  Miss  Elizabeth  Baum,  of  Reading,  was  the  prin- 
cipal mover,  assisted  by  Mrs.  McKeen,  and  in  1824, 
at  least,  was  joined  by  Charles  Davis,  Esq.,  an  at- 
torney-at-law,  and  his  excellent  wife.  It  was  wholly 
undenominational.  It  was  kept  in  operation  for  sev- 
eral years  only,  from  April  to  October,  and  was  there- 
fore reorganized  each  spring.  In  a  minute  left  by  Mr. 
Davis,  he  says  of  June  1,  1828,  "School  organized  in 
the  academy;  L.  F.  Leake,  minister;  teachers,  Mrs. 
Davis,  Miss  Boas,  Mrs.  Hyneman,  and  Miss  Hyneman. 
Scholars,  nineteen."  The  school  was  first  started  in  the 
court-house,  and  from  its  meeting  in  the  academy  we 
infer  that  it  had  no  abiding-place  until  it  moved  into 
the  basement  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  It  was  a 
new  enterprise,  and  the  churches  in  town  were  not  at 
first  prepared  to  adopt  it. 

Immediately  after  the  dedication  of  the  First  Pres- 
byterian house  of  worship,  Jan.  2,  1831,  the  Sunday- 
school  occupied  the  building.  This  was  nine  months 
before  the  organization  of  the  church.  After  that  the 
school  naturally  took  the  Presbyterian  name,  and  Mr. 
Davis,  its  superintendent,  was  elected  a  ruling  elder 
in  the  church.  In  March,  1840,  for  the  purpose  of 
extending  the  influence  of  the  school,  a  constitution 
was  adopted  in  which  the  name  of  the  school  became 
"The  Lehigh  Sabbath-School  Association,"  butin  1842 
the  constitution  was  altered,  and  the  word  "  Lehigh" 
was  expunged,  and  the  name  became  "  The  Presby- 
terian Sabbath-School  Association,"  and  in  1858  the 
word  "Association''  was  dropped.  The  officers  and 
teachers  of  this  school  acted  the  part  of  pioneer  mis- 
sionaries, and  established  the  first  Sabbath-school 
ever  held  at  the  Allentown  Furnace,  in  Hanover,  in 
Salisbury,  and  on  the  Lehigh  Mountain.  As  popu- 
lation and  churches  increased,  these  enterprises  passed 
into  the  hands  of  other  denominations.  In  December, 
1866,  the  present  pastor  began  to  preach  once  a 
month  at  Ballietsville,  seven  miles  to  the  northwest 
of  Allentown,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Ironton 
Mining  Company,  of  which  Gen.  Robert  MacAUister, 
a  member  of  this  church,  is  the  general  superintend- 
ent and  manager,  and  a  Sunday-school  was  established 
there  subsequently. 

History  of  the  Churches  of  the  Evangelical  As- 
sociation in  the  City  of  Allentown.'— 1.  Salem's 
Church  (on  Linden  Street  above  Ninth).— The  first 
ministers  of  this  denomination  who  preached  in 
Allentown  were  Eev.  Joseph  M.  Saylor,  who  is  still 
living  and  at  present  resides  in  Reading,  Pa.,  and 
Eev.  Jacob  Eiegel,  in  1835.  Mr.  Joshua  Fink  was 
their  first  convert;  however,  the  opposition  and  per- 
secution of  this  "new  sect"  was  so  great  that  the 
services,  which  had  been   held  in  a  private   house. 


1  By  Bishop  Thomas  Bowman. 
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were  abandoned,  and  Fink  was  compelled  to  re- 
move to  Cedar  Creek,  four  miles  from  the  city,  where 
a  society  had  been  gathered,  in  order  to  have  an  op- 
portunity to  earn  his  daily  bread.  In  1837,  Bishop 
John  Seybert  and  Rev.  J.  Altemose  preached  on  the 
market-place,  as  they  could  find  room  nowhere  else. 
Soon  afterwards  Rev.  Charles  Hesser,  stationed  in 
Philadelphia,  visited  the  city  and  was  allowed  to 
preach  in  the  Presbyterian  Church.  Soon  afterwards 
Rev.  Francis  Hoffman,  at  present  stationed  in  Tre- 
mont,  Schuylkill  Co.,  Pa.,  organized  the  first  society. 
In  the  spring  of  1838  this  society  commenced  the 
erection  of  a  church  on  the  corner  of  Ninth  and 
Linden  Streets.  This  building  is  now  occupied  as  a 
private  dwelling.  This  church  was  dedicated  by  the 
Revs.  Hesser  and  Hoffman  on  the  26th  of  November, 
1838.  The  congregation  was  served  by  various 
pastors  down  to  the  year  1856  in  connection  with 
various  country  congregations;  in  that  year,  however, 
the  Annual  Conference  detached  all  the  country  ap- 
pointments, and  stationed  Rev.  John  Schell  with  the 
city  congregation.  At  this  time  the  society  numbered 
one  hundred  and  sixty-six  members. 

In  1857  the  church  in  which  the  congregation  now 
worships  was  erected.  The  corner-stone  was  laid  in 
the  spring  of  that  year,  and  the  church  was  dedicated 
in  the  fall  by  Revs.  S.  Neitz  and  J.  Breidenstein. 
The  following  clergymen  have  been  stationed  in  this 
church,  in  the  order  mentioned,  since  1856  :  Rev. 
William  Heim,  S.  G.  Rhoads,  Thomas  Bowman,  now 
one  of  the  bishops  of  the  Evangelical  Association, 
John  Koehl,  John  Schell  for  a  second  term,  Moses 
Dissinger,  C.  H.  Baker,  Moses  Dissinger  for  a  second 
term,  Joseph  Stoeltzer,  C.  B.  Fliehr,  R.  M.  Lichten- 
wallner,  Daniel  Yuengst,  H.  R.  Yost,  and  B.  F. 
Bohner,  the  present  pastor.  The  present  member- 
ship is  three  hundred  and  seventy-five,  and  the  Sun- 
day-school numbers  three  hundred  and  seventy-five 
scholars  with  a  proportionate  number  of  teachers  and 
officers. 

2.  Immanuel  Church  (on  Turner  Street  below 
Second). — The  first  class  in  what  is  known  as  the  First 
Ward  of  Allentown  was  organized  in  1850  with 
eighteen  members,  William  Egge  and  William  Tran- 
sue  serving  as  leaders,  however,  attending  public  wor- 
ship in  the  Salem  Church.  In  1853  a  chapel,  thirty- 
six  by  forty-five,  was  built,  Nathan  Yohe,  William 
Barr,  and  Jacob  Nagle  serving  as  trustees  and  build- 
ing committee.  The  society  remained  in  connection 
with  the  congregation  on  Linden  Street,  being  served 
by  the  same  pastors  who  ofiiciated  here  in  the  after- 
noon of  every  Lord's  day.  In  1864,  however,  it  wan 
detached  from  the  old  society  and  organized  into  a 
separate  congregation.  In  1870  the  chapel  was  sold, 
and  the  present  church  building  erected  at  a  cost  of 
eight  thousand  dollars.  For  several  years  the  congre- 
gation struggled  under  the  burden  of  a  heavy  debt 
which  at  times  seemed  too  heavy  to  be  successfully 
carried ;  however,  during  the  term  of  service  of  Rev. 


W.  K.  Wiand,  this  debt  was  entirely  liquidated. 
Since  its  organization  as  a  separate  society  the  fol- 
lowing ministers  have  served  as  pastor:  Revs.  Eph- 
raim  Ely,  Solomon  Ely,  under  whose  supervision  the 
present  church  was  built,  R.  M.  Lichtenwallner,  C. 
H.  Baker,  D.  Z.  Kemble,  W.  K.  Wiand,  and  J.  C. 
Bliem.  The  present  membership  is  two  hundred  and 
thirty-two,  and  the  Sunday-school  numbers  three  hun- 
dred and  sixty-four. 

3.  Ebenezee  Chuech  (on  Turner  Street  below 
Seventh). — The  East  Pennsylvania  Conference,  at  its 
annual  session  in  the  spring  of  1868,  located  an  English 
mission  in  Allentown,  its  work  in  this  city  heretofore 
being  exclusively  German.  Twenty-one  members  of 
the  Salem  Church  united  with  the  mission  and  were 
organized  into  a  society  by  Rev.  S.  S.  Chubb,  who 
had  been  appointed  as  pastor.  Steps  were  immedi- 
ately taken  to  build  a  church,  the  following  persons 
being  appointed  as  a  building  committee:  Perry 
Wannemacher,  M.  B.  Schaadt,  and  Henry  S.  Weaver. 
The  church  was  completed  in  October  of  the  same 
year  and  dedicated  by  Rev.  Thomas  Bowman.  The 
first  trustees  w'ere  M.  B.  Schaadt,  P.  Wannemacher, 
H.  S.  Weaver,  George  H.  Good,  and  W.  F.  Christ- 
man.  The  Sunday-school  was  organized  immediately 
after  the  church  was  dedicated  on  Oct.  18,  1868,  and 
P.  Wannemacher  elected  superintendent.  The  fol- 
lowing clergymen  have  served  as  pastors:  Revs.  S.  S. 
Chubb,  J.  G.  Sands,  J.  N.  Metzgar,  J.  O.  Lehr,  B.  J. 
Smoyer,  B.  D.  Albright,  James  Bowman,  J.  A. 
Fegar. 

The  present  membership  is  three  hundred  and  five, 
and  the  Sunday-school  numbers  four  hundred  and 
fifty. 

North  Allextown  Missiox  (on  Liberty  Street 
above  Eighth).— The  East  Pennsylvania  Conference 
at  its  annual  session,  held  in  the  city  of  Allentown  in 
1874,  located  this  mission,  and  appointed  Rev.  John 
Shell  as  its  first  missionary,  and  also  appointed  Revs. 
J.  Shell,  Joseph  M.  Saylor,  C.  B.  Fliehr,  J.  O.  Lehr, 
and  Mr.  Owen  Swartz,  a  committee  to  secure  a  lot 
and  build  a  church.  The  location  above  named  was 
selected,  and  building  commenced  immediately.  The 
corner-stone  was  laid  by  Bishop  Reuben  Yeakel,  and 
the  church  formally  dedicated  on  the  24th  of  Janu- 
ary, 1875,  by  Rev.  S.  Neitz.  The  Sunday-school  was 
organized  some  time  later,  Alfred  Bernhart  being  its 
superintendent.  Rev.  John  Shell  was  reappointed  as 
pastor  in  1875,  but  was  called  from  labor  to  reward 
towards  the  close  of  the  Conference  year.  The  fol- 
lowing ministers  served  as  pastors  in  the  order  named 
since  the  death  of  Mr.  Shell :  Revs.  Jesse  Laros,  B.  H. 
Miller,  and  Joseph  Specht. 

Baptist  Church.'— Tuesday  evening,  Sept.  21, 1858, 
John  A.  Schulte,  from  the  First  German  Baptist 
Church,  New  York,  Emmanuel  G.  Gerhard,  of  the 


1  From  a  sketch  published  in  the  minutes  of  the  Beading  Baptist 
Association,  1882. 
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Tenth  Baptist  Church,  Philadelphia,  and  Elizabeth 
C.  Evans,  of  the  Second  Baptist  Church,  Philadel- 
phia, bearing  letters  of  dismission  from  their  several 
churches,  united  in  fellowship  to  constitute  the  Allen- 
towu  Baptist  Church.     This  first  meeting  of  the  in- 
fant church   was  held   in  Breinig's   Hall,  Rev.  Dr. 
Cathcart  presiding.     E.  G.  Gerhard  was  chosen  clerk, 
the  Philadelphia  Confession  of  Faith  was  adopted, 
and  the  meeting  adjourned.     The  three  persons  em- 
barking on  this  enterprise  were  natives  of  Germany, 
England,  and  America.    October  3d,  of  the  same  year, 
Justus  Evans,  William  J.  Hoxworth,  Catharine  A. 
Hoxworth,  and  Mary  Barnes  were  baptized  in  Jordan 
Creek,  just   above   Hamilton  Street  bridge,  by  Dr. 
Cathcart.     The  energetic  pastor  of  the  Second  Bap- 
tist Church,  Philadelphia,  preached  a  stirring  sermon 
on  baptism  to  a  crowded  audience  in  the  court-house, 
after  which,  in  large  procession,  the  Baptist  company 
leading  the  way,  they  marched  to  the  river,  singing 
as  they  went.     Thousands  were  present,  lining   the 
banks  of  the  stream,  filling  the  meadow,  crowding 
the  old  stone  bridge,  gathered  from  AUentown  and 
all  the  region  round  about.   A  few  weeks  later  Black- 
ford Barnes  was  received  on  experience,  and  Anna  D. 
Slemmer  by  letter. 

Feb.  22,  1859,  the  new  church  was  formally  recog- 
nized by  a  council  held  in  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
of  which  Duncan  Dunbar,  D.D.,  was  moderator,  and 
Bev.  Thomas  C.  Trotter  clerk.  Dr.  Cathcart  preached 
the  sermon  from  Luke  xix.  3,  "  Occupy  till  I  come." 
March  8th,  Eev.  Joseph  L.  Sagebeer  received  a 
unanimous  call  to  the  pastorate.  At  the  same  meet- 
ing E.  G.  Gerhard  and  Blackford  Barnes  were  chosen 
deacons,  William  J.  Hoxworth  clerk,  and  Justus 
Evans  treasurer.  This  auspicious  organization  was 
the  result  of  several  co-operating  forces,  among  the 
chief  of  which  was  the  Christian  zeal  of  Sister  Harts- 
horne,  who  was  a  teacher  in  Professor  Gregory's 
Academy,  Mrs.  Sarah  G.  Hawkins,  and  Mrs.  Eliza- 
beth C.  Evans.  Prayer-meetings  had  been  held  from 
house  to  house  among  the  few  English  and  German 
Baptist  families  in  the  city,  and  very  soon  a  prosper- 
ous Bible-school  was  organized  in  Baptist  Hall,  of 
which  William  J.  Hoxworth  became  the  first  super- 
intendent. The  now  Hon.  James  S.  Biery  was  one  of 
the  early  teachers  in  the  school. 

Mr.  Sagebeer's  pastorate  continued  from  March  8, 
1859,  to  Feb.  1,  1862.  Mr.  Sagebeer  found  a  church 
of  nine  members— five  men  and  four  women— with- 
out a  church  edifice.  They  worshiped  together  in  a 
hired  house  for  a  period  of  nearly  three  years.  The 
breaking  out  of  the  civil  war  seriously  interfered 
with  the  advance  of  the  church  at  this  time.  How- 
ever, important  additions  were  made,  and  when  the 
pastor  felt  called  on  to  retire  from  the  field,  he  left 
the  church  better  than  he  found  it,  and  stronger  by 
five  more  members.  The  church  was  then  pastorless 
for  over  a  year. 

During  the  early  spring  of  1863,  Rev.  George  Bal- 
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com,  an  evangelist,  was   invited  to  labor  with   the 
church,  and  April  27th  a  call  was  extended  to  him  to 
the  pastorate  for  one  year.     It  was  accepted,  with  the 
understanding  that  he,  Balcom,  should  be  at  liberty 
to  make  evangelistic  tours  as  opportunity  should  offer. 
He  found  the  church  with  fifteen  members,  and  left 
it,  July  19,  1864,  with  thirty-three.     Just  before  his 
resignation,  prompted  by  a  gift  of  five  hundred  dol- 
lars from  the  liberal  hand  of  Deacon  William  Haw- 
kins, of  the  Second   Baptist  Church,  Philadelphia, 
and  another  of  one  hundred  dollars  from  Hon.  S.  A. 
Bridges,  of  AUentown,  the  church  procured  a  charter, 
and  purchased  a  lot  at  the  corner  of  Sixth  and  Chew 
Streets,  ninety-eight  by  one  hundred  and  fifteen  feet, 
at  a  cost  of  fifteen  hundred  and  sixty-eight  dollars. 
July  4,  1864,  Messrs.  Evans,  Hoxworth,  and   Roth 
were  appointed  a  building  committee,  and  were  au- 
thorized to  expend  three  thousand  dollars  toward  the 
erection  of  a  meeting-house.     September  6th  the  cor- 
ner-stone was  laid.     October  3d  the  committee  was 
authorized  to  expend  seven  thousand  dollars  on  the 
house.     Jan.  1,  1865,  they  were  directed  to  complete 
the  basement.   All  this  work  was  done  by  a  shepherd- 
less  flock.     Money  was  raised  at  home  and  abroad, — 
Dr.  Cathcart's  church  contributing  with  special  lib- 
erality.    During  the  interim  William  E.  Bees,  a  licen- 
tiate of  the  church,  supplied  the  church   very  ac- 
ceptably, as  also  during   Mr.  Balcom's   absence  on 
evangelistic  tours. 

Rev.  J.  H.  Appleton  received  a  call  to  the  pastorate 
Nov.  1, 1865,  and  continued  in  office  till  Nov.  2, 1868. 
During  the  interim  preceding  the  church  had  gained 
nine  and  lost  nine,  so  that  Mr.  Appleton  found  a 
church  of  thirty-three  members,  just  as  Mr.  Balcom 
had  left  it.     The  new  pastor  went  actively  to  work  to 
wipe  out  the  debt  and  to  finish  the  house.     He  se- 
cured more  than  two  thousand  dollars  through  his 
own  personal  solicitation,  and  through  members  of 
his  own  family  carpeted  the  audience-room  and  fur- 
nished the  pulpit.     Nov.  17,  1867,  two  years  after  his 
settlement,  the  new  church  was  dedicated,  having 
been  finished,  furnished,  and  paid  for  at  a  cost  of 
eleven  thousand  six  hundred  and  eighty  dollars.     In 
1866  fourteen  were  added  to  the  church  by  baptism, 
and  thirteen  by  letter  and  experience.     At  the  close 
of  the  year,  eight  years  after  constitution,  the  church 
numbered   fifty-nine  members.     The  first  baptistery 
was  built  Feb.  22,  1866,  on  the  lot  in  the  rear  of  the 
church.     It  did  not  prove  a  success,  and  soon  gave 
way  to  a  more  substantial  affair  under  the  pulpit  plat- 
form in  the  church.     During  Mr.  Appleton's  pastor- 
ate the  church  made  manifest  advance,  and  assumed 
a  position  of  much  greater  importance.     He  left  the 
church  with  forty-seven  members,  a  net  increase  of 
fourteen. 

Rev.  Ebenezer  Packwood  was  elected  pastor  Dec. 
23,  1868,  and  entered  upon  his  labors  Feb.  14,  1869. 
He  was  an  able,  earnest,  and  successful  preacher  of 
the  gospel.     During  his  three  years'  pastorate  twenty- 
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six  were  baptized  into  the  fellowship  of  the  church. 
Two  colonies  went  out  from  the  church  April  2, 1869, 
a  company  of  eight,  dismissed  by  letter,  to  form  the 
Bethlehem  Baptist  Church,  and  Feb.  7, 1871,  a  second 
company  of  seventeen  to  form  the  Catasauqua  Baptist 
Church.  The  first  of  these  shared  Mr.  Packwood's 
labors  for  some  time  in  connection  with  the  Allen- 
town  Church.  A  commodious  parsonage  was  erected 
(1869),  costing  three  thousand  dollars.  Jan.  31, 1872, 
Mr.  Packwood  removed  to  Conshohocken,  to  accept 
the  call  of  the  Baptist  Church  of  that  place.  The 
church  made  a  net  gain  of  six  during  his  pastorate, 
and  numbered  fifty-seven  at  the  time  of  his  removal. 
But  for  the  twenty-five  dismissed  to  form  the  two  new 
neighboring  churches,  the  net  gain  would  have  been 
thirty-one.  At  one  time  during  his  pastorate  the 
church  numbered  seventy-six.  Mr.  Kees  again  sup- 
plied the  church  very  acceptably  during  the  interim. 
Aug.  28,  1872,  a  call  was  extended  to  J.  S.  James, 
who  had  just  completed  his  preparatory  studies  in 
theology.  He  accepted  the  call  and  entered  the  field 
October  18th.  He  was  ordained  October  29th.  The 
New  Hampshire  Confession  of  Faith  was  adopted  by 
the  church  March  17,  1875.  In  the  fall  of  the  same 
year  the  church  entered  the  Beading  Baptist  Associa- 
tion. In  the  summer  of  1876  a  recess  and  new  bap- 
tistery were  added  to  the  house  of  worship,  which, 
with  other  improvements,  cost  about  seven  hundred 
dollars.  The  whole  amount  was  paid,  with  some 
three  hundred  dollars  of  a  floating  debt.  The  hou.se 
was  reopened  September  10th,  Dr.  Weston  preaching 
the  sermon.  The  following  November  Rev.  H.  G. 
DeWitt  labored  two  weeks  with  the  church  in  special 
meetings.  The  church  was  deeply  revived,  and  four- 
teen were  baptized.  Almost  every  year  since  has 
been  marked  by  a  considerable  increase  through  bap- 
tism. In  the  spring  of  1879  an  effort  was  made  to 
extinguish  a  debt  of  some  three  thousand  three  hun- 
dred dollars,  incurred  by  the  erection  of  the  parsonage 
and  in  other  ways.  The  effort  was  continued  up  to 
September,  1880,  when  the  whole  amount  was  sub- 
scribed. In  every  year  but  one  since  its  organization 
the  church  has  had  increase.  Four  young  men  have 
been  sent  out  from  it  into  the  ministry,  all  of  them 
born  in  foreign  lands.  Upwards  of  forty  thousand 
dollars  have  been  raised  in  this  field  or  for  it,  fifteen 
thousand  dollars  of  which  were  expended  for  the 
church  lot,  edifice,  and  parsonage,  and  four  hundred 
dollars  for  missionary  purposes.  The  present  pastor, 
Rev.  Frank  S.  Dobbins,  took  charge  of  the  church 
March  1,  1883,  very  soon  after  Mr.  James'  departure. 
He  had  served  a  number  of  years  as  a  missionary  in 
Japan.  The  present  number  of  members  is  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty-one.  The  Sunday-school  has  a 
membership  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-five.  The 
value  of  church  property  is  thirteen  thousand  five 
hundred  dollars.  The  deacons  of  the  church  have 
been  Blackford  Barnes,  March  8,  1859,  to  June  13, 
1866  ;  E.  G.  Gerhard,  March  8, 1859,  to  June  21,  I860; 


William  J.  Hox worth,  Sept.  25, 1859,  to  Dec.  22, 1881; 
Justus  Evans,  June  30,  1863,  to  Dec.  22,  1881 ;  Wil- 
liam Roth,  Dec.  22,  1876;  A.  W.  Lee,  Dec.  22,  1875; 
H.  W.  Willenbiicher,  Dec.  22,  1875 ;  G.  W.  Harrar, 
Dec.  22,  1881 ;  C.  R.  James,  Dec.  22,  1881.  The  trus- 
tees (at  various  times)  have  been  William  Hawkins, 
William  J.  Hoxworth,  Justus  Evans,  William  Roth, 
George  K.  Reeder,  A.  W.  Lee,  J.  J.  Hoxworth,  F.  D. 
Fried,  J.  G.  Sterner,  William  S.  Haas,  William  E. 
Rees,  William  T.  Apple,  George  H.  Desh,  C.  L.  Huber, 
M.  F.  Cawley,  C.  W.  Hall,  William  J.  Broadbent; 
Bible-school  superintendents,  William  J.  Hoxworth, 
H.  W.  Willenbiicher,  William  E.  Rees,  William  S. 
Haas,  J.  S.  James,  George  H.  Desh,  William  Roth ; 
Treasurers,  William  J.  Hoxworth,  Justus  Evans,  Wil- 
liam Roth,  H.  W.  Willenbiicher,  A.  W.  Lee,  George 
H.  Desh,  Charles  Spangler ;  clerks,  E.  G.  Gerhard, 
William  J.  Hoxworth,  George  H.  Desh,  William  J. 
Broadbent. 

Church  of  the  United  Brethren  in  Christ.— This 
church  was  organized  by  Rev.  D.  S.  Hoffman  in  1864; 
the  first  class,  which  was  constituted  August  26th, 
consisting  of  three  members,  viz. :  T.  J.  Schmoyer, 
J.  Knerr,  and  Mary  Hoffman.  A  revival  soon  added 
forty  members.  Among  these  early  converts  were 
Samuel  Marx  and  family,  and  Charles  Zimmerman 
and  wife.  The  meetings  of  the  congregation  were 
held  until  1868  in  Free  Hall,  but  in  that  year  a  house 
of  worship  was  built  on  Linden  Street  below  Ninth. 
Rev.  Mr.  Hoffman  remained  as  pastor  until  1870,  the 
church  numbering  one  hundred  and  sixty-nine  mem- 
bers in  six  classes  when  he  left.  Since  that  time  the 
following  ministers  have  served  the  congregation,  viz. : 
Revs.  Sand,  Shropp,  Daugherty,  Unger,  Mark,  Shoop, 
and  J.  P.  Smith,  the  present  pastor.  The  present 
class-leaders  are  T.  J.  Schmoyer,  F.  J.  Butterweck, 
James  Bernhard,  and  J.  B.  Haas.  The  trustees  are 
J.  L.  Breinig,  T.  J.  Schmoyer,  J.  L.  Moyer,  C.  A. 
Bachman,  and  W.  C.  Sholl.  The  number  of  mem- 
bers is  one  hundred  and  twenty-one,  and  the  Sunday- 
school  has  about  as  many  pupils. 

Free  Methodist  Church. — This  church  was  formed 
Aug.  10,  1867,  by  Rev.  William  Parry,  the  original 
members  being  Henry  D.  Spinner,  Charles  Hartman, 
Anna  Johening,  and  Eliza  Shantz.  Since  its  organi- 
zation the  following  ministers  have  preached  for  the 
church:. Rev.  William  Gould,  chairman  of  the  dis- 
trict. Rev.  William  Parry,  Rev.  M.  N.  Downing,  Rev. 
Thomas  Whifiin,  Rev.  Oluf  U.  Ketels,  Rev.  F.  Hen- 
drickson.  Rev.  William  Jones,  Rev.  J.  E.  Bristol, 
Rev.  Thomas  L.  La  Due,  Rev.  J.  Wolf,  Rev.  D.  J. 
Santmier.  The  present  pastor  is  Rev.  W.  W.  Dickson. 
The  Allentown  society  has  formed  a  part  of  what  is 
called  the  Allentown  and  Lehigh  Valley  Circuit,  of 
which  the  Rev.  William  Gould  is  the  present  travel- 
ing chairman.  The  society  had  its  meetings  for  wor- 
ship in  a  chapel  at  Eighth  and  Chew  Streets.  It 
numbers  about  twenty  members.  The  church  was 
originally  organized  in  18S8  in  New  York  State.    Its 
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doctrine,  articles,  and  general   rules  are  similar  to 
those  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

The  New  Church  (Swedenborgian).'— Thechurch 
Tvhich  is  tl^e  subject  of  the  following  sketch,  is  founded 
on  the  acknowledgment  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  as 
the  one  and  only  personal  God  of  the  universe.  The 
doctrines  of  the  church  are  claimed  to  have  been  given 
by  the  Lord,  through  heaven,  in  fulfillment  of  the 
Apocalyptic  vision,  in  which  the  city  New  Jerusalem 
was  seen  to  descend  from  God  out  of  heaven.  (Rev. 
xxi.  2.)  The  principal  doctrines  of  the  church  are: 
that  Jesus  Christ  is  the  only  God ;  that  saving  faith 
is  to  believe  on  Him  ;  that  the  truly  Christian  life 
consists  in  shunning  evils  as  sins  against  God ;  that 
the  Sacred  Scriptures  are  divine  in  every  word  and 
syllable,  and  contain  a  spiritual  sense ;  that  there  is 
a  life  after  death,  and  consequently  a  spiritual  world, 
embracing  heaven  and  hell  and  the  intermediate 
"  world  of  spirits ;"  and  that  the  Lord  has  made  His 
promised  second  coming  by  revealing  the  doctrines 
of  the  New  Church  which  are  one  with  the  spiritual 
sense  of  the  Word,  through  His  servant,  Emanuel 
Swedenborg. 

The  first  persons  known  as  believers  in  the  doc- 
trines of  the  New  Church  in  Allentown  were  Simon 
Sweitzer  and  family,  who  removed  from  Philadelphia 
to  this  city  about  the  year  1830.  In  the  course  of 
years  Frederick  Bohlen,  J.  Brader,  Hon.  E.  E.  Wright, 
Professor  I.  N.  Gregory,  E.  D.  Leisenring,  Eli  J.  Sa- 
ger,  Esq.,  and  others  swelled  the  number  of  believers. 
In  the  winter  of  1868-69  the  Rev.  A.  0.  Brickmann, 
■of  Baltimore,  was  invited  by  Mr.  Bohlen  to  visit 
Allentown,  and  preached  at  times  in  Bohlen's  Hall,  on 
North  Seventh  Street,  and  in  the  court-house.  This 
resulted  in  the  organization  of  the  Allentown  Society 
of  the  New  Church  on  Oct.  20,  1869,  with  Simon 
Sweitzer,  president,  John  Wunderlich,  secretary,  and 
Eli  J.  Sager,  Esq.,  treasurer. 

In  1870  the  services  of  Rev.  L.  H.  Tafel,  of  Phila- 
delphia, were  engaged,  and  he  conducted  divine 
worship  every  fourth  Sunday,  and  organized  a  Sun- 
day-school, Bohlen's  Hall  being  the  place  of  meeting 
for  both  church  and  Sunday-school. 

In  1873  the  Rev.  J.  E.  Bowers,  a  missionary  of  the 
New  Church,  visited  the  society  from  time  to  time. 

At  last  the  Eev.  A.  0.  Brickmann  accepted  a  call 
-as  pastor  of  the  society,  and  under  him  a  pew  con- 
stitution was  adopted.  The  society  joined  the  Penn- 
sylvania Association.  The  services,  which  were  at- 
tended by  large  audiences  drawn  by  the  powerful 
preaching  of  the  pastor,  were  now  held  in  the  court- 
house, and  later  in  the  Academy,  on  the  northwest 
corner  of  Eighth  and  Walnut  Streets,  and  continued 
under  Mr.  Brickmann's  ministration,  at  the  three 
places  mentioned,  until  February,  1877. 

After  this  Mr.  I.  N.  Gregory,  a  layman,  who  had 
moved  to  Philadelphia,  preached  once  a  month,  and 


Rev.  L.  H.  Tafel  and  the  Rt.  Rev.  W.  H.  Benade,  both 
of  Philadelphia,  also  visited  the  society  and  preached. 
Services  were  then  suspended  for  a  long  time,  until, 
on  the  1st  day  of  May,  1881,  the  Rt.  Rev.  W.  H.  Be- 
nade, presiding  minister  of  the  Pennsylvania  Associa- 
tion of  the  New  Church,  introduced  Mr.  Eugene  J.  E. 
Schreck,  a  theological  student  at  the  schools  of  the 
Academy  of  the  New  Church.     At  first  he  came  from 
Philadelphia  every  two  weeks,  but  later  made  weekly 
visits,  preaching  in  German  and  in  English,  and  con- 
ducting the  Sunday-school.     During  his  administra- 
tion the  society  purchased  property  on  South  Seventh 
Street,  near  Union,  and  altered  the  dwelling  into  a 
house  of  worship.     This  was  dedicated  on  Dec.  10, 
1882,  by  Rt.  Rev.  W.  H.  Benade,  and  by  Rt.  Rev. 
F.  W.  Tuerk,  of  Berlin,  Canada,  and  has  ever  since 
been  used  by  the  society.     On  May  13th  of  the  next 
year  the  society  severed  its  connection  with  the  Penn- 
sylvania Association.     Upon  his  ordination  into  the 
priesthood  of  the  New  Church,  in  July,  1883,  Rev. 
Mr.  Schreck  accepted  a  call  as  minister  of  the  society, 
and  is  now  serving  as  such.     There  are  from  sixty  to 
seventy  avowed  believers  of  the  New  Church  faith  in 
Allentown,  and  others  in  the  county. 

Methodist  Episcopal  Church.^— In  the  year  1842, 
Rev.  John  A.  Boyle  was  stationed  at  Mauch  Chunk. 
During  his  term  of  service  there  he  visited  Allentown 
and  found  a  Methodist  family,  composed  of  two  sis- 
ters,— Elizabeth  and  Sarah  Moffiee, — who  opened 
their  house  for  him  for  religious  services.  Occasional 
meetings  were  held  in  this  place  and  an  adjoining 
house  until  the  year  1843.  In  the  year  1843,  Eev. 
Solomon  Higgins,  presiding  elder  of  North  Philadel- 
phia District,  Philadelphia  Annual  Conference  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  sent  Rev.  Newton  Hes- 
ton  to  take  charge  of  the  little  band  of  Methodists. 

Preaching  was  immediately  established  in  what  was 
then  known  as  "  Free  Hall,"  built  in  the  interests  of 
infidelity.  The  organization  of  the  church  occurred 
July  9,  1848,  and  included  six  persons,  Elizabeth 
Mofflee,  Sarah  Mofllee,  William  Kelly,  Eliza  Kelly, 
William  Euhe,  and  Sarah  Rube.  The  society  was 
sorely  persecuted  owing  to  the  prejudice  existing 
against  the  use  of  the  English  language,  the  German 
churches  deeming  the  organization  of  an  English 
church  an  invasion  of  their  rights.  The  church  pros- 
pered, however,  and  about  forty  persons  were  con- 
verted, and  a  Sunday-school  was  instituted  and  well 
attended.  During  the  year  a  lot  was  purchased,  and 
drawings  made  for  the  erection  of  a  church  building. 
The  lot  on  Linden  Street  was  bought  from  Mr.  Chris- 
tian Pretz  for  the  sum  of  two  hundred  dollars.  With 
the  enterprise  fairly  under  way  the  pastor  reached  the 
close  of  his  first  year  in  the  ministry.  In  the  spring 
of  1844,  Rev.  Newton  Heston  was  returned  to  this 
field  of  labor.  During  this  year  the  church  building 
was  completed  at  a  cost  of  about  fifteen  hundred  dol- 


1  By  flev.  E.  J.  B.  Schreck. 


2  Contributed  by  Kev.  William  P.  Howell. 
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lars,  all  of  which  was  paid  with  the  exception  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars.  The  building  was  sixty 
by  forty  feet,  with  seating  room  for  two  hundred  and 
seventy  persons.  The  following  composed  the  first 
board  of  trnstees :  Samuel  S.  Kichards,  James  An- 
thony, David  Keiper,  Samuel  Petit,  William.  Kane, 
Jacob  Gangwere,  and  Jacob  Deily.  The  success  of 
the  enterprise  was  in  a  large  measure  due  to  the  per- 
sonal attention  shown  by  the  pastor,  who  was  a  party 
to  all  contracts,  collected  the  money  and  paid  the 
bills.  In  connection  with  his  work  in  Allentown,  the 
pastor  visited  Catasauqua  and  organized  a  Methodist 
society  in  that  place.  Eev.  Newton  Heston,  the  first 
pastor,  was  a  good  preacher,  a  faithful  pastor,  a  judi- 
cious counselor,  a  zealous  laborer,  and  was  greatly 
beloved,  and  his  work  and  memory  are  still  lovingly 
cherished  by  the  church  ;  at  the  close  of  his  ministry 
here  in  1845  there  existed  a.  membership  of  fifty- 
seven.  In  1845,  when  Rev.  George  Quigley  was 
pastor,  eight  additions  were  made  to  the  church.  In 
1846,  Eev.  George  Quigley  and  Eev.  T.  C.  Murphy 
were  pastors.  During  this  year  two  appointments  were 
added  to  Allentown, — Deemers  and  Flatland, — and 
preaching  services  were  held  regularly  at  Catasauqua. 
Eev.  W.  W.  McMichael  was  pastor  in  1847;  during 
this  year  one  of  the  elect  sisters  of  the  church  died. 
Elizabeth  Mofilee,  whose  name  stands  first  on  the  list 
in  the  organization  of  the  society,  was  converted  to 
God  in  early  life,  and  joined  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  at  Bryan's  Meeting-House,  on  Bristol  Circuit. 
About  the  year  1841  she  removed  with  her  sister  to 
Allentown,  and  extended  the  hospitalities  of  her  home 
in  the  interest  of  Methodism.  After  serving  the  Lord 
for  over  forty  years  she  died,  at  the  age  of  sixty-two 
years.  In  1847,  Eev.  J.  H.  Turner  and  Eev.  William 
H.  Burrell  were  pastors.  Bushkill,  Bethlehem,  and 
Bath  were  added  this  year,  making  a  circuit  of  seven 
appointments.  The  total  membership  at  Allentown 
was  forty-six ;  probationers,  ten. 

In  1849,  Eev.  D.  R.  Thomas  and  Eev.  W.  C.  Stock- 
ton were  pastors.  In  1850,  Eev.  S.  G.  Hare  was  pastor. 
At  this  session  of  the  Conference,  Bushkil),  Bridgeton, 
Deemers,  and  Flatland  were  separated  from  Allen- 
town and  called  Quakertown  Mission,  and  Eev.  G.  W. 
McLaughlin  appointed  pastor.  Bethlehem  was  con- 
nected with  Allentown,  and  the  circuit  named  Allen- 
town and  Bethlehem  Mission.  In  1851  and  1852,  Eev. 
W.  H.  Brisbane  was  pastor.  On  May  9,  1852,  a  class 
at  Bethlehem  was  organized,  consisting  of  eight  mem- 
bers, with  Samuel  Eitter  as  leader.  In  1853,  Eev. 
Samuel  Irwin  became  pastor.  During  the  year  Qua- 
kertown Mission  was  reunited  to  Allentown  and  Beth- 
lehem under  the  title  of  Allentown  Circuit.  The 
Fourth  Quarterly  Conference  recommended  the  pastor 
as  a  suitable  person  to  be  received  into  the  traveling 
connection. 

Eev.  S.  Irwin  and  Eev.  J.  M.  Hinson  were  pastors 
in  1854.  Many  were  added  to  the  church  under  their 
ministry.    The  senior  pastor  was  recommended  to  the 


Conference  for  deacon's  orders,  and  Eev.  J.  M.  Hinson 
recommended  to  be  received  on  trial  in  the  Confer- 
ence. During  the  year  a  church  was  built  at  Beth- 
lehem. 

Eev.  H.  A.  Hobbs  and  Rev.  Isaac  Thomas  were  the 
pastors  in  1855 ;  Eev.  H.  A.  Hobbs,  Eev.  J.  H.  Boyd, 
in  1856 ;  and  Eev.  H.  H.  Hickman  in  1857.  The  cir- 
cuit was  again  divided,  Allentown  and  Catasauqua 
constituting  Allentown  Mission. 

In  1858-59,  when  Rev.  F.  D.  Eagan  was  pastor,  a 
commodious  house  of  worship  was  erected  at  Cata- 
sauqua. At  this  time  the  membership  was, — Allen- 
town, 75;  Catasauqua,  24;  total,  99.  Rev.  S.  G. 
Hare  became  pastor  in  1860,  and  served  through  that 
and  the  following  year. 

On  May  30, 1860,  a  Sunday-school  was  organized  at 
Allentown  Furnace,  J.  B.  Roeder,  superintendent, 
with  thirty-six  scholars. 

Rev.  E.  T.  Kenney  was  pastor  in  1862-68.  The 
membership  of  the  church  was  largely  increased 
during  his  term.  At  the  Conference  of  1864,  Cata- 
sauqua was  separated  from  Allentown,  and  each  be- 
came stations.  In  1864-65,  Rev.  W.  C.  Best  was  pastor. 
Great  success  attended  his  labors.  The  church  grew 
in  numbers  and  influence.  The  church  building  was 
too  small  for  the  growing  congregation.  The  Quar- 
terly Conference  appointed  a  committee  of  three  to 
make  the  necessary  estimate  for  the  erection  of  a 
suitable  house  of  worship,  or  the  enlargement  of  the 
old  structure. 

In  1866,  Rev.  Gideon  T.  Barr  was  given  pastoral 
charge  of  the  church.  The  committee  on  increased 
church  accommodations  recommended  the  enlarge- 
ment of  the  building  which  had  been  in  use.  A 
board  of  trustees  was  elected  for  the  First  Ward, 
Allentown,  as  a  church  enterprise  was  contemplated 
in  that  part  of  the  city. 

Rev.  John  F.  Crouch  was  pastor  in  1867-69.  During 
his  term  a  new  era  dawned  in  the  history  of  the 
church.  The  church  was  rebuilt  during  1868-69, 
and  considering  the  limited  means  of  the  society  and 
the  high  prices  of  the  times,  it  was  a  wonder  that  the 
work  undertaken  was  accomplished,  leaving  only  an 
indebtedness  of  four  thousand  dollars.  Rev.  W. 
Swindells  became  pastor  in  1870,  and  served  two 
years.  The  society  continued  to  increase,  and  all  the 
interests  of  the  church  kept  in  a  flourishing  con- 
dition. In  1872,  Eev.  Eeuben  Owen  was  the  pastor, 
and  in  1873-75,  Eev.  E.  F.  Pitcher. 

The  great  financial  depression  throughout  the 
country  at  this  time  affected  the  church.  Eev.  S.  A. 
Heilner  became  pastor  in  1876.  Although  the  hard 
times  continued,  the  church  debt  was  reduced  five 
hundred  dollars  during  his  term.  In  1878-79,  Rev. 
W.  L.  McDowell  was  pastor.  The  financial  depres- 
sion continued,  but  perceptible  improvement  was 
evident.  In  1880-82,  Eev.  W.  Coffman  was  pastor. 
During  his  term,  times  having  materially  improved, 
the  church  debt,  amounting   to  three  thousand  five 
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hundred  dollars,  was  paid.     The  spiritual  interests  of 
the  church  also  were  advanced. 

Rev.  William  P.  Howell,  the  present  pastor,  as- 
sumed his  duties  in  1883.  Notwithstanding  the  zeal 
and  sacrifice  displayed  by  the  church  in  the  preced- 
ing year  in  freeing  the  church  from  debt,  the  church 
is  now  making  extensive  repairs  and  improvements 
upon  the  church  building,  at  a  cost  of  at  least  sixteen 
hundred  dollars,  with  three-fourths  of  the  amount 
subscribed,  and  the  improvements  just  begun.  The 
improvements  will  include  a  room  for  infant-school 
purposes  in  the  rear  of  the  church,  enlargement  of 
the  lecture-room,  frescoing,  painting,  etc. 

The  following  were  the  statistics  of  the  church 
in  October,  1883:  Members,  182;  probationers,  20; 
value  of  church  property,  $11,000;  officers  and  teachers 
of  Sunday-school,  34;  scholars,  190;  benevolent  col- 
lections, $277.12 ;  ministerial  support  (including  pas- 
tor's salary,  $800,  and  rent,  $204)  $1004. 

Grace  Episcopal  Church.— The  Rev.  Azariilh 
Prior  was  sent  to  Allentown  by  the  bishop  in  1858, 
and  held  services  till  1861,  principally  in  the  court- 
house. Services  were  maintained  till  the  following 
year  by  different  clergymen.  The  Eev.  E.  N.  Potter, 
then  in  deacon's  orders,  under  appointment  from  the 
Board  of  Missions  to  the  charge  of  Bethlehem  and 
Allentown,  entered  upon  his  duties  at  Allentown  in 
September,  1862.  Services  were  held  in  the  court- 
house July  6th  and  13th,  and  again  Sunday  afternoon, 
October  5th,  and  from  that  date  regularly  continued. 
The  corner-stone  of  the  church  was  laid  by  the 
Rt.  Rev.  William  B.  Stevens,  D.D.,  assistant  bishop, 
April  18,  1865.  The  church  was  consecrated  by  the 
Rt.  Rev.  Horatio  Potter,  acting  for  Bishop  Stevens, 
July  3,  1866.  Rev.  Mr.  Potter  was  the  rector  until 
April  1,  1867.  The  Rev.  W.  R.  Gries  succeeded  to 
the  rectorship,  and  remained  in  the  parish  until  his 
decease,  in  the  autumn  of  1872.  For  a  short  period  the 
church  was  served  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Mcllvaine.  The 
Rev.  D.  W.  0.  Byllsby,  rector  from  the  autumn  of 
1873  to  1876,  was  succeeded  by  Rev.  C.  S.  M.  Stewart, 
1876-77.  The  Rev.  Hugh  Roy  Scott  was  rector  from 
the  spring  of  1878  to  the  end  of  the  same  year.  Mr. 
Scott  died  on  Christmas.  The  Rev.  O.  B.  Keith 
officiated  as  a  supply  from  Dec.  1,  1878,  to  June  22, 
1879. 

From  the  17th  of  October,  1879,  the  Rev.  C.  R. 
Bonnell  was  appointed  by  Bishop  Howe  missionary 
in  charge  of  this  church  and  the  Church  of  the  Me- 
diator. On  the  3d  of  January,  1881,  at  his  own 
request,  he  was  relieved  of  the  care  of  these  parishes. 
The  Rev.  Ormes  B.  Keith  succeeded  Mr.  Bonnell, 
March  20,  1881,  officiating  in  Grace  Church  and  the 
Church  of  the  Mediator  till  July  1,  1883,  when  he 
resigned.  There  is  at  present  no  debt  of  any  kind 
upon  the  church  property. 

Church  of  the  Mediator,  Episcopal.— Mission 
work  in  the  Sixth  Ward,  Allentown,  was  begun  in 
1868.     The  missionary  in  charge  of  Bethlehem  and 


Allentown,  the  Rev.  E.  N.  Potter,  undertook  this 
work.  A  Sunday-school  was  opened,  and  upon  the  or- 
dination of  Mr.  C.  E.  D.  Griffiths,  he  performed  clerical 
duty  until  his  removal  to  Kansas.  In  1867  and  1868 
the  Rev.  Joseph  Murphy  officiated.  In  the  summer 
of  1868  the  Rev.  Jeremiah  Karcher  took  charge  of 
this  point  as  missionary,  appointed  by  the  Board. 

The  corner-stone  of  the  building  was  laid  by  the 
Rev.  E.  N.  Potter,  1866,  and  the  church  was  conse- 
crated Feb.  21,  1869,  by  the  Rt.  Rev.  B.  Wistar  Mor- 
ris, Bishop  of  Oregon. 

Rev.  F.  W.  Bartlett  succeeded  Mr.  Karcher  in  the 
autumn  of  1869,  and  labored  in  the  parish  till  the 
autumn  of  1871,  when  the  Rev.  0.  E.  D.  Griffith  re- 
sumed the  charge  of  the  church,  retaining  it  until 
his  resignation  in  1878,  when  the  Rev.  H.  R.  Scott 
officiated  therein  in  connection  with  Grace  Church. 

The  Rev.  O.  B.  Keith,  while  supplying  Grace 
Church  from  December,  1878,  to  June,  1879,  also  offi- 
ciated at  the  Church  of  the  Mediator,  and  the  Rev. 
C.  R.  Bonnell  was  the  missionary  in  charge  of  the 
Church  of  the  Mediator  at  the  same  time  that  he  held 
the  rectorship  of  Grace  Church. 

Roman  Catholic  Churches.— A  very  few  Catholics 
were  settled  in  Lehigh  County  as  early  as  1769, 
but  services,  if  held  among  them  at  all,  were  only 
at  long  and  irregular  intervals.  It  was  probably  not 
until  after  the  beginning  of  the  present  century  that 
these  people  were  attended  by  priests  with  anything 
like  regularity,  and  indeed  we  have  no  positive  infor- 
mation of  such  visitations  prior  to  1837.  In  that  and 
the  succeeding  year  the  Catholics  in  this  region  were 
ministered  to  by  clergymen  who  came  from  the 
Church  of  the  Blessed  Sacrament,  in  Churchville, 
Berks  Co.  They  usually  said  mass  at  the  houses  of 
some  of  the  settlers  in  Whitehall  township.  Their 
visits  were  continued  until  1852.  In  that  year  came 
Rev.  Father  Gustensuake,  from  Easton,  who  said  mass 
in  the  First  Ward,  Allentown,  every  four  weeks.  In 
1853  this  place  was  visited  regularly  by  Rev.  John 
Fentzer,  who  said  mass  in  the  house  of  one  of  the 
parishioners.  His  successor  was  the  Rev.  Geiger,  and 
then  came  the  first  resident  priest.  Rev.  Fuboly,  in 
1854.  Under  his  ministry  a  small  brick  church  was 
partly  built.  After  a  very  short  time  he  was  called  to 
another  field,  and  the  Rev.  Schroeder  took  charge  of 
the  parish,  and  finished  the  church  which  his  prede- 
cessor had  commenced.  The  dedication  took  place, 
and  the  first  high  mass  was  said  on  Oct.  25,  1857. 
Shortly  afterwards  Father  Schroeder  was  called  to 
Reading,  and  was  succeeded  here  by  Father  Cunger, 
who  soon  gave  place  to  Rev.  J.  Reiller.  About  this 
time  many  industries  sprang  up  in  Allentown,  which 
led  a  large  number  of  Catholics  to  settle  here.  The  con- 
gregation thus  being  increased,  the  bishop  appointed 
Rev.  Michael  McConroe  to  take  charge  of  the  Eng- 
lish portion.  After  a  few  years  he  was  appointed  to 
build  a  church  in  Bethlehem,  and  Rev.  Hugh  Garvey 
came  here  as  his  successor.    He  was.soon  followed  by 
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Rev.  E.  Pendergast,  who  laid  the  foundations  of  the 
present  beautiful  church  of  the  Immaculate  Concep- 
tion in  the  year  1873.  He  was  succeeded  by  the  Rev. 
James  Fitzmaurice.  At  this  time  the  manufacturing 
industries  of  Allentown  became  seriously  prostrated, 
and  many  members  of  this  congregation,  who  de- 
pended upon  them,  so  impoverished  that  they  could 
not  lend  any  material  aid  toward  the  finishing  of  the 
church.  Building  operations  were  suspended  until 
1881.  On  the  21st  of  October  came  the  long-wished- 
for  dedication.  On  this  occasion  a  great  concourse  of 
people  assembled  and  witnessed  the  ceremonies.  The 
dedicatory  sermon  was  preached  by  the  Rt.  Rev. 
Bishop  Shanahan,  and  Rev.  M.  A.  Walsh,  Rev.  M. 
Mullen,  and  Rev.  James  Fitzmaurice  participated  in 
the  services. 

The  dedication  brought  into  attendance  quite  a 
number  of  the  dignitaries  and  priests  of  the  church, 
among  them  being  Rev.  Father  Crane,  O.S.A.  Church, 
Philadelphia ;  Rev.  Father  Lane,  St.  Theresa,  Phila- 
delphia ;  Rev.  Father  Brehony,  St.  John's,  Mana- 
yunk;  Rev.  Father  McFadden  and  Rev.  Father  Har- 
vey, of  Catasauqua ;  Rev.  Father  McGovern,  of  South 
Bethlehem,  and  Rev.  Father  Maus,  of  the  Church  of 
the  Sacred  Heart  of  Jesus,  Allentown.  The  church 
is  probably  the  largest  and  handsomest  in  the  diocese, 
outside  of  Philadelphia.  The  present  pastor  is  Rev. 
Patrick  Donegan. 

The  Church  of  the  Sacred  Heart  is  a  German  con- 
gregation under  the  charge,  at  present,  of  Rev.  John 
B.  Maus.     The  facts  of  its  history  are  not  attainable. 

Young  Men's  Christian  Association.— This  so- 
ciety is  of  quite  recent  origin,  having  been  organized 
Nov.  15, 1881,  at  which  time  it  was  composed  of  four- 
teen members.  A  constitution  was  adopted  November 
22d,  and  on  the  same  evening,  a  temporary  finance 
committee  was  appointed  to  solicit  subscriptions  for 
the  purpose  of  securing  rooms  and  furnishing  them. 
On  Thanksgiving  day,  November  24th,  the  committee 
started  out  on  their  work,  and  not  only  secured  a  suffi- 
cient sum  of  money  to  carry  out  the  original  project, 
but  to  establish  a  library  of  seventy-five  volumes  in 
addition.  At  a  meeting  December  16th,  it  was  decided 
to  rent  the  second  story  of  the  building  in  which  was 
L.  H.  Yeager's  china  store,  No.  20  North  Seventh 
Street,  the  present  location  of  the  association.  Fol- 
lowing is  a  list  of  the  first  officers,  elected  Dec.  6, 
1881 :  President,  F.  K.  Kern ;  First  Vice-President, 
Adam  Weigner;  Second  Vice-President,  Charles 
Knause;  Executive  Secretary,  M.  P.  Schantz;  Re- 
cording Secretary,  Frank  Frederick;  Financial  Sec- 
retary, J.  W.  Rodgers;  Treasurer,  C.  0.  Schantz; 
Librarian,  John  Yingst.  The  rooms  secured  by  the 
association  were  soon  fitted  up,  and  on  Feb.  12,  1882 
the  first  public  meeting  was  held,  on  which  occasion 
an  address  was  delivered  in  German  by  the  Rev.  A.  J. 
G.  Dubbs,  of  the  German  Reformed  Church,  and  one 
in  English  by  Bishop  Thomas  Bowman,  of  the  Evan- 
gelical Association.     These  meetings  have  been  kept 


up  since,  except  during  the  summer  months.  At  cer- 
tain times  young  men's  prayer-meetings  are  also  held, 
and  there  are  regular  Sunday  afternoon  meetings 
which  are  upon  alternate  Sundays  open  to  the  public, 
and  exclusively  for  members  of  the  association.  The 
present  officers  are:  President,  F.  K.  Kern;  First 
Vice-President,  William  J.  Frederick;  Second  Vice- 
President,  H.  F.  Rosenberg;  Executive  Secretary, 
M.  P.  Schantz ;  Recording  Secretary,  F.  Frederick ; 
Financial  Secretary,  Benjamin  Herbster;  Treasurer, 
Charles  Spangler;  Librarian,  C.  H.  Rockel.  There 
is  also  a  board  of  managers,  which  has  charge  of  the 
businass  matters  of  the  association.  One  member  is 
elected  from  each  church,  and  the  present  board  is 
constituted  as  follows:  H.  F.  Rosenberg,  Dunker 
Church;  Rev.  Miles,  Primitive  Methodist  Church; 
B.  Thomas,  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  ;  C.  O. 
Schantz,  Free  Methodist  Church  ;  J.  Winter  Rodgers, 
Ebenezer  Evangelical  Church;  John  Yingst,  Salem 
Hvangelical  Church;  L.  S.  Jacoby,  Linden  Street 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  ;  Charles  Spangler,  Bap- 
tist Church;  B.  Glakenmeyer,  New  Church;  John 
Crilly,  Catholic  Church ;  A.  J.  Breinig,  Presbyterian 
Church;  John  Romig,  Episcopal  Church;  John  Rit- 
ter,  Zion's  Reformed  Church  ;  Frederick  Bechtel,  St. 
John's  Reformed  Church  ;   C.  H.  Rockel,  Lutheran 

Church  of  Orefield ;  ■  Weller,  Lutheran  Church 

of  Trexlertown;  John  Foust,  St.  John's  Lutheran 
Church;  Samuel  Brobst,  St.  Michael's  Lutheran 
Church ;  W.  Richards,  St.  Paul's  Lutheran  Church. 
The  officers  of  the  association  are  also  ex  officio  mem- 
bers of  this  board. 

The  association  has  about  seventy-five  active  mem- 
bers and  five  associate  members. 


CHAPTER    XX. 

THE    CITY    OP    ALLENTOWN— ((7on«,-«,<erf). 

Societies— Musical— Temperance— Secret  and   Benevolent— Tlie  Local 
Military. 

The  Lehigh  Ssengerbund.'— The  object  of  this 
association  is  to  encourage  and  foster  among  the  popu- 
lation of  the  city  of  Allentown,  Pa.,  the  spirit  of  self- 
improvement  by  cultivation  and  promotion  of  German 
vocal  music,  the  establishment  of  a  reading-room, 
library,  etc.,  and  to  cultivate  such  sociableness  as  will 
elevate  mind  and  heart 

The  Lehigh  Sajugerbund  was  organized  Jan.  25, 
1858,  with  the  following  officers  and  members:  Presi- 
dent, Gottlob  Volz;  Secretary,  John  Leouhard;  Treas- 
urer, Herman  Schuon ;  Musical  Director,  Professor  C. 
Hermann;  Chr.  Weippert,  Ferdinand  Nick,  Chr. 
Volz,  Edward  Muendler,   Henry   Kiehn,   Bernhard 
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Keiser,  B.  Schmid,  H.  O.  Clauss,  John  Muenster, 
Leonhard  Saeving,  Charles  Wentzel,  John  B.  Meyer, 
A.  F.  Leisner,  C.  E.  Clauss,  Charles  Gundelvvein, 
Herman  Kunze,  August  Hebsacker,  Leopold  Kern, 
Friedrich  Benkhart,  Ferd.  Wieser,  Lewis  Klump, 
John  B.  Moser,  G.  A.  Aschbach,  John  G.  Schimpf, 
George  P.  Weil,  Henry  Kiecherer,  William  Oberle, 
H.  Gabriel,  Henry  Koenig,  Ambros  Dietrich,  William 
F.  Danowsky,  B.  F.  Trexler,  Amos  Ettinger,  Joseph 
Nagel,  P.  Schulz. 

On  May  22,  1858,  the  banner  of  the  society  was 
dedicated  with  appropriate  ceremonies.  The  banner 
was  presented  by  Mr.  C.  B.  Zander  in  a  neat  speech, 
and  the  German  Singing  Society  ("  Eintracht")  of 
Easton,  with  their  banner,  were  the  guests  of  the  San- 
gerbund.  The  Ssengerbund  banner  is  made  of  blue 
silk,  and  bears  on  one  side  a  lyre,  and  on  the  other 
side  the  name  of  the  society  and  date  of  organization 
in  golden  letters.  It  was  furnished  by  Mr.  Diefen- 
bach,  of  Philadelphia,  for  the  sum  of  eighty-two  dol- 
lars. Regular  meetings  of  the  society  were  held 
weekly  until  the  outbreak  of  the  civil  war.  During 
the  war  the  society  met  only  occasionally.  A  reor- 
ganization of  the  Siengerbund  took  place  on  Jan.  6, 
1866.  The  following  oflBcers  were  then  elected :  Presi- 
dent, Dr.  C.  G.  Hiroer;  Vice-President,  John  B. 
Meyer;  Musical  Director,  Edward  Jonke;  Secretaries, 
J.  M.  Gugel  and  Professor  H.  Theyken ;  Treasurer, 
Joseph  Uhl;  Librarian,  W.  C.  Baumeister ;  Banner- 
bearers,  John  Bailer  and  William  Koenig ;  Trustees, 
Jacob  Mueller,  Charles  Wentzel,  and  Joseph  Goeh- 
ringer.  Quite  a  number  of  new  members  were  en- 
rolled on  the  list  of  membership,  and  regular  business 
was  carried  on  until  the  close  of  the  year  1868.  In 
July,  1868,  the  Seengerbund  took  active  part  at  the 
Singing  Festival  held  at  Reading,  Pa.  In  April,  1869, 
another  reorganization  of  theSsengerbund  took  place, 
and  since  then  no  more  interruptions  occurred  in  the 
regular  business  of  the  society. 

During  the  twenty-six  years  of  the  existence  of  the 
Lehigh  Ssengerbund  the  following-named  gentlemen 
have  presided  as  presidents  of  the  society :  Gottlob 
Volz,  E.  Muendler,  Charles  Wentzel,  Dr.  C.  G.  Hirner, 
Jacob  Mueller,  John  B.  Meyer,  C.  B.  Zander,  Louis 
Oberle,  Louis  Klump,  John  Roder,  Friedrich  Schmer- 
ker,  Louis  Juergens,  Paul  Winkler,  and  Charles  C. 
Klump,  some  of  whom  have  served  a  number  of  terms 
through  re-election.  In  the  same  period  the  following 
gentlemen  were  connected  with  the  society  as  musical 
directors ;  Professor  C.  Hermann,  E.  Jonke,  Edward 
Clauss,  August  Kremp,  Friedrich  Wulff,  John  Hol- 
ster, Friedrich  Rickmann,  and  Woldemar  Grossmann. 
The  last-named  gentleman  served  in  that  capacity 
gratuitously  from  April,  1874,  to  July,  1883,  and  under 
his  talented  direction  the  Saengerbund  made  very 
remarkable  progress. 

At  the  time  when  Mr.  Grossmann  became  musical 
director  of  the  Ssengerbund  the  society  had  its  hall 
on  the  third  floor  of  No.  708  Hamilton  Street,  but  as 


this  hall  became  too  small  for  the  wants  of  the  society 
a  more  spacious  locality  was  sought,  and  procured  in 
Osman's  building,  No.  533  Hamilton  Street.  The 
large  third  floor  of  that  building  was  converted  into 
a  fine-looking  hall.  In  this  hall  the  society  holds  its 
balls,  singing  rehearsals,  concerts,  and  theatres,  while 
a  smaller  room  on  the  second  floor  is  used  as  a  club- 
room  and  to  hold  the  business  meetings,  which  are 
held  monthly. 

The  hall,  now  called  Sasnger  Hall,  was  formally 
dedicated  on  Easter  Monday,  1875,  by  a  concert  of 
the  Stengerbund,  counting  at  that  time  a  skilled 
chorus  of  thirty-four  male  voices,  very  ably  assisted 
by  Mrs.  H.  F.  Russ,  of  Philadelphia,  Professor  John 
J.  Romig,  Professor  A.  Ettinger,  and  other  home 
talent.  In  June,  1875,  the  Sfengerbund  took  part 
in  the  grand  concert  of  the  Centennial  Fair,  held  on 
the  Agricultural  Fair-Grounds  of  this  city.  In  June, 
1879,  the  Ssengerbund  attended  the  singer-festival 
held  in  Scranton,  Pa.,  and  at  the  prize-singing  was 
honored  with  one  of  the  prizes, — a  fine  engraving, 
representing  the  masters  of  German  music. 

In  August,  1880,  the  Sfengerbund  also  attended  the 
singer-festival  held  at  Hazleton,  Pa.,  where  the 
singers  were  tendered  a  very  hearty  reception  and 
handsomely  entertained  during  their  stay.  Previous 
to  the  singer-festival  in  Hazleton,  the  Hazleton 
Mfennerchor  visited  Allentown,  and  was  the  guest  of 
the  Lehigh  Ssengerbund.  Jan.  25,  1883,  the  Sfenger- 
bund celebrated  its  twenty-fifth  anniversary.  The 
festivities  consisted  of  a  concert  by  the  Ssengerbund, 
assisted  by  Miss  Elsie  Alberts,  of  New  York  City,  the 
reading  of  a  short  history  of  the  society  by  the  presi- 
dent, a  banquet,  at  which  upwards  of  one  hundred 
and  thirty  guests  took  part,  concluded  by  a  merry 
ball.  In  July,  1883,  Mr.  W.  Grossmann  severed  his 
connection  with  the  Ssengerbund  as  musical  director, 
his  extended  business  connections  requiring  all  of  his 
spare  time ;  whereupon  Mr.  Henry  Ross  was  elected 
as  musical  director.  At  the  annual  election  of  ofl5- 
cers,  held  January,  1884,  the  following  officers  were 
elected:  President,  John  Kluenter;  Vice-President, 
R.  Hartenstein  ;  Secretary,  Eugene  Friedrich  ;  Finan- 
cial Secretary,  Louis  Juergens  ;  Treasurer,  Charles  C. 
Klump ;  Librarian,  Ed.  Martin ;  Banner-bearer,  Chr. 
Fischer;  Trustees,  Louis  Juergens,  Henry  Rueter, 
Herman  Phillips,  J.  Roder,  and  C.  C.  Klump.  The 
present  membership  of  the  society  consists  of  eighteen 
active  members  (or  singers),  fifty  passive  members, 
and  six  honorary  members. 

Temperance.— Reform  in  temperance  began  its 
struggles  in  Allentown  in  1842.  The  first  total  ab- 
stinence society  was  organized  on  February  4th  of 
that  year,  under  the  name  of  the  Allentown  Jeffer- 
sonian  Temperance  Society.  On  February  17th  a 
constitution  was  adopted,  and  the  following  officers 
elected,  viz.:  President,  George  Keck;  Vice-Presi- 
dents, Robert  Patterson,  Adam  Y.  Houk,  and  Charles 
H.  Snyder;  Secretary,  Augustus  L.  Ruhe.     Among 
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the  first  members  were  E.  J.  Balliet,  Charles  Mentz,  J. 

C.  Morgan,  C.  F.  Beitel,  J.  Petit,  Samuel  L.  Geidner, 

D.  Washburn,  John  L.  Hoffman,  Dr.  Charles  L. 
Martin,  Reuben  Kauffman,  Charles  Eckert,  C.  S.  Mas- 
sey,  A.  Y.  Hauk,  J.  W.  Kodger,  D.  Romig,  O.  Weaver, 
W.  H.  Seip,  Charles  Haines,  and  Thomas  C.  Kramer. 
Crowded  meetings  were  held  at  Free  Hall  almost 
every  night  for  a  long  period,  and  upwards  of  twelve 
hundred  persons  signed  the  pledge  to  abstain  from  all 
intoxicating  drink.  The  society,  together  with  mem- 
bers of  other  organizations  from  neighboring  towns, 
had  a  grand  parade  on  the  4th  of  July,  1842,  Isare 
Erdman  acting  as  chief  marshal.  Rev.  J.  W.  Wood, 
in  his  history  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church, 
casually  alluded  to  the  effect  upon  the  community  of 
the  Jeffersonian  a,nd  succeeding  temperance  oocieties 
as  follows :  "  The  blessings  that  grew  out  of  the  tem- 
perance movement  here  have  been  scattered  far  and 
wide  throughout  the  Lehigh  Valley  from  Easton  to 
Mauch  Chunk.  Hundreds  have  been  rescued  from 
the  woes  of  the  drunkard  ;  some  have  been  started  on 
the  road  to  the  gospel  ministry,  where  they  are  suc- 
cessfully laboring.  Many  families  have  been  restored 
from  terrible  poverty  to  comfortable  living ;  some 
twenty  dwellings  can  be  pointed  to  in  this  city  which 
would  not  have  been  erected  but  for  the  temperance 
reform." 

Since  the  Jeffersonian  temperance  movement  the 
cause  has  been  at  various  times  advanced  by  other 
societies,  of  which  we  make  brief  mention.^  Next 
afterthe  Jeffersonian,  clironologically,  came  the  Wash 
ington  Beneficial  Society  and  Lehigh  Division,  No.  7, 
Sons  of  Temperance,  which  were  organized  in  1844^6. 
They  both  remained  in  existence  several  years,  and 
were  quite  active  in  measures  of  reform.  Jordan  Union, 
Daughters  of  Temperance,  was  chartered  Jan.  31, 1847, 
and  continued  in  operation  until  1883,  when  it  was 
disbanded. 

Lehigh  Section,  No.  10,  Cadets  of  Temperance,  was 
chartered  Feb.  22,  1847.  Its  membership  is  com- 
posed of  boys  between  the  ages  of  nine  and  fourteen. 
Its  organization  was  effected  with  fourteen  charter 
members.  Its  history  is  one  of  persevering  labor 
crowned  with  remarkable  success.  Hundreds  of  the 
best  and  most  prosperous  citizens  point  back  to  their 
boyhood  days,  when  the  principles  and  inspirations 
of  total  abstinence  were  instilled  into  their  minds,  as 
members  of  the  society.  To-day  the  same  principles 
are  instilled  into  the  minds  of  the  boys  who  meet 
at  the  rooms  weekly.  The  present  membership  is 
two  hundred.  The  section  meets  every  Wednesday 
evening. 

Jordan  Division,  No.  380,  Sons  of  Temperance,  was 
chartered  Feb.  23, 1849.  Its  membership  is  composed 
of  men  and  women  and  boys  and  girls  fourteen  years 
of  age  and  upwards.  Its  organization  was  effected 
with   forty-five   persons   as   charter   members.     This 
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division  has  met  regularly  every  Monday  evening  for 
thirty-four  years,  and  since  its  organization  has  en- 
rolled nearly  fourteen  hundred  persons  pledged  to 
total  abstinence.  It  is  widely  known  all  over  the 
State,  and  it  has  largely  contributed  to  and  encour- 
aged the  organization  of  other  divisions  in  this 
county. 

Liberty  Union,  Daughters  of  Temperance,  was  char- 
tered March  15,  1865.  Its  membership  is  composed 
exclusively  of  ladies.  The  society  meets  every  Satur- 
day evening. 

Allentown  Lodge,  No.  1164,  I.  O.  G.  T.,  was  char- 
tered Oct.  5,  1876.  Both  sexes  are  admitted  to  mem- 
bership.    The  lodge  meets  every  Thursday  evening. 

The  Women's  Christian  Temperance  Union  has  an 
auxiliary  branch  in  the  city,  which  is  very  strong  in 
membership  and  active  in  temperance  advocacy, 
holding  many  public  meetings,  distributing  great 
numbers  of  tracts,  etc.  This  society  works  among 
all  classes,  and  has  accomplished  much  good. 

Masonic  Bodies. — Barger  Lodge,  No.  333,  F.  and 

A.  M.,  was  instituted  May  27, 1859.  Its  charter  mem- 
bers were  Alfred  J.  G.  Dubbs,  Esaias  Rehrig,  Boas 
Hausman,*^  John  Y.  Bechtel,*  Nelson  Weiser,* 
Charles  Kline,*  Russell  A.  Thayer,  George  Erdman,* 
and  Solomon  Griesmer.  Brothers  Dubbs,  Rehrig, 
Hansman,  Bechtel,  Thayer,  and  Erdman  became  Past 
Masters  by  merit.  The  meetings  are  held  on  Friday 
on  or  before  full  moon.  Its  present  place  of  meeting 
is  on  the  fourth  floor  of  A.  F.  Peter's  building,  south- 
east corner  Seventh  and  Hamilton  Streets.  The  mem- 
bership numbers  upwards  of  one  hundred.  The  present 
officers  are  George  M.  Bertolet,  W.  M. ;  Joseph  B. 
Lewis,  S.  W. ;  George  H.  Hartman,  J.  W. ;  Russell  A. 
Thayer,  Treas. ;  and  Benjamin  F.  Abbott,  Sec. 

Greenleaf  Lodge,  No.  561,  was  organized  Nov.  10, 
1882.  The  first  anniversary  of  the  lodge  was  appro- 
priately observed  Nov.  10,  1883.  The  charter  mem- 
bers were  Aug.  F.  Schick,  Phaon  H.  Stettler,  Hiram 
H.  Fisher,  Edward  Harvey,  William  H.  Ryan,  James 
R.  Roney,  George  J.  Snyder,  Lewis  F.  Knecht,  Jesse 
Marks,  William  Allen  Lichtenwallner,  John  D.  Stiler, 
J.  Frank  Wenner,  Samuel  J.  Chubbuck,  Lewis  F. 
Grammes,  and  Henry  T.  Kleokner.  The  membership 
at  present  (1883)  numbers  about  thirty.  The  lodge 
meetings  are  held  on  the  first  Thursday  of  each  month. 
Its  present  officers  are  Edward  Harvey,  W.  M.  ; 
William  H.  Ryan,  S.  W. ;  James  R.  Roney,  J.  W. ; 
Phaon  H.  Stettler,  Treas. ;  and  Aug.  F.  Schick,  Sec. 

Allen  Chapter,  No.  203,  R.  A.  M.,  was  constituted 
March  29,  1866.  The  charter  members  were  Alfred 
J.  G.  Dubbs,  Edwin  G.  Martin,  John  H.  Fogel,  John 

B.  Moser,*  Henry  J.  Saeger,  William  B.  Fogel,  Wil- 
liam C.  Lichtenwallner,*  Herman  Rupp,*  Benjamin 
Lochman,  Plenry  8.  Clemens,  Solomon  Griesmer, 
Charles  Kline,*  Edward  B.  Young,*  George  B.  Schall,* 
John  D.  Lawall,*  Samuel  B.  Anewalt,  Henry  F.  Mar- 
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tin,  Nelson  Weiser,*  Christian  F.  Schultz,  and  Julius 
Holstein.  Its  membership  numbers  upwards  of  one 
hundred.  It  is  increasing  in  number,  being  the  only 
chapter  in  the  county  obtaining  its  members  from 
the  six  lodges  in  this  district.  The  officers  are  Wil- 
liam F.  Schlechter,  M.  E.  H.  P. ;  Augustus  F.  Schick, 
K. ;  Erwin  J.  Balliet,  S. ;  Russell  A.  Thayer,  Treas. ; 
and  Benjamin  F.  Abbott,  Sec.  The  meetings  are  held 
on  Monday  on  or  before  full  moon. 

Allen  Commandery,  No.  20,  K.  T.,  was  instituted 
June  28,  a.d.  1860,  A.  O.  742.  It  meets  on  the  second 
Thursday  of  each  month.  The  officers  are  William 
H.  Ryan,  Em.  Com. ;  William  F.  Schlechter,  Gen'mo. ; 
Erwin  J.  Balliet,  Capt.  Genl. ;  Russell  A.  Thayer, 
Trea.s. ;  and  Aug.  F.  Schick,  Rec. 

Independent  Order  of  Odd-Fellows.— The  charter 
of  Allen  Lodge,  No.  71,  bears  date  Feb.  21,  1842. 
The  records  show  that  H.  S.  Moorehead,*'  Tilghman 
Seip,*  David  Stem,  Peter  Leisenring,*  and  Daniel  J. 
Carey,*  were  the  petitioners.  At  the  time  of  institu- 
tion the  first  above  named  was  chosen  N.  G.,  the 
second,  V.  G. ;  the  third,  Sec.  ;  and  the  last,  Treas. 
Its  present  place  of  meeting  is  on  the  fourth  floor  of 
Kramer  &  Co.'s  building,  northwest  corner  of  Sixth 
and  Hamilton  Streets.  The  membership  consists  of 
about  two  hundred  and  fift}',  and  since  the  date  of 
institution  upwards  of  eight  hundred  persons  have 
signed  the  constitution.  Financially  it  stands  well, 
having  securities  to  the  amount  of  sixteen  thousand 
dollars.  The  officers  at  present  are  Harvey  E.  Diehl, 
N.  G. ;  Quinter  W.  Shafer,  V.  G. ;  Samuel  S.  Thomp- 
son, Treas. ;  Benjamin  F.  Abbott,  Sec. ;  and  Charles 
N.  Wagner,  Asst.  Sec.  The  lodge  meets  on  Tuesday 
evening  of  every  week. 

The  date  of  the  charter  of  Lehigh  Lodge,  No.  83, 
is  Feb.  20,  1843.  One  year  the  junior  of  its  sister, 
Allen  No.  71.  The  following  were  the  petitioners  as 
well  as  the  first  officers :  William  F.  Smith,*  N.  G. ; 
William  Abbott,*  V.  G. ;  Simon  Miller,*  Sec. ;  Joel 
Keck,*  Asst.  Sec,  and  Alexander  J.  Clifton,*  Treas. 
The  membership  is  about  the  same  as  Allen  Lodge, 
and  includes  among  its  number  a  P.  G.  M.,  in  the 
person  of  Robert  E.  Wright,  Jr.  The  present  officers 
are  Harry  F.  Miller,  N.  G. ;  Frank  M.  Trexler,  V.  G. ; 
F.  D.  Busse,  Sec. ;  Henry  W.  Fluck,  Asst.  Sec. ;  and 
Conrad  Paff,  Treas.  The  lodge  meetings  are  held  on 
Monday  evening  of  each  week. 

Vienna  Lodge,  No.  847,  is  a  German  lodge,  doing 
its  work  entirely  in  that  language.  It  was  instituted, 
according  to  its  charter,  June  18,  1873.  The  charter 
members  as  well  as  its  first  officers  were  Charles 
Heimberger,  N.  G. ;  H.  W.  Mohr,  V.  G. ;  Daniel  S. 
Kline,  Sec. ;  Edwin  D.  Reichenbach,*  Asst.  Sec,  and 
John  G.  Roth,  Treas.  It  meets  on  Wednesday  even- 
ing of  each  week,  in  the  same  room  as  Allen  and 
Lehigh.  The  present  officers  are  Jonathan  Miller, 
N.  G. ; ,  V.  G. ;  Daniel  S.  Kline,  Sec. ;  Wil- 
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loughby  Wetzel,  Asst.  Sec,  and  Henry  W.  Mohr, 
Treas.  This  lodge  had  many  difficulties  to  contend 
with  in  the  first  years  of  its  existence,  but  it  has 
weathered  the  storm,  and  is  now  prospering  numeri- 
cally and  financially. 

Unity  Encampment,  No.  12, is  the  patriarchal  branch 
of  the  order  in  this  place.  The  minute-book  shows 
that  the  encampment  held  its  first  meeting  Jan.  6, 
1845,  and  was  instituted  at  that  time  by  Grd.  Pat.  R. 
L.  West,  although  its  charter  is  dated  July  23,  1844. 
The  charter  members  were  William  Wertz,*  C.  P.  ; 
Robert  E.  Wright,  Sr.,  H.  P. ;  Joseph  Keiper,*  S.  W. ; 
Charles  Keck,  J.  W. ;  David  Stem,  Scribe ;  Amos 
Efflnger,*  Treas. ;  Charles  F.  Mertz,*  I.  S. ;  Amandes 
A.  Wagner,  O.  S.,  and  Peter  Leisenring.  The  en- 
campment meets  on  the  first  and  third  Thursdays  of 
each  month.  The  membership  is  about  one  hundred 
and  fifty.     Its  present  officers  are  Thomas  F.  Gross, 

C.  P. :  D.  G.  Gerhardt,  H.  P. ;  Silas  Mohr,  S.  W.  ; 
A.  Lincoln  Busse,  J.  W. ;  F.  D.  Busse,  Scribe,  and  N. 
Laudenslager,  Treas. 

Knights  of  Pythias. — Greenleaf  Lodge,  No.  257, 
of  this  order,  was  instituted  on  the  23d  day  of  May, 
A.D.  1870,  by  Grand  Chancellor  John  Stotzer,  of 
Pennsylvania,  with  charter  members.  Working  in 
the  German  language  until  March  25,  a.d.  1872, 
when  a  number  of  the  members  withdrew  for  the 
purpose  of  organizing  a  German  lodge,  which  they 
readily  accomplished ;  from  that  time  Greenleaf  has 
worked  entirely  in  the  English  language.  It  has  paid 
for  relief  of  brothers  three  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  sixty-five  dollars,  and  for  funeral  benefits.  It 
also  has  a  widows'  and  orphans'  fund  which  increases 
rapidly,  and  is  to  be  used  to  care  for  the  widows  and 
orphans  of  deceased  members  whenever  they  are  in 
need.  The  lodge  is  composed  of  one  hundred  and 
ten  members,  of  whom  twenty-two  are  Past  Chancel- 
lors, all  in  good  standing,  and  an  officer  of  the  Grand 
Lodge,  in  the  person  of  Henry  W.  Mohr. 

The  officers  of  the  lodge  for  the  present  term  are 
P.  C,  Samuel  Barto;  C.  C,  James  D.  Heckman; 
V.  C,  William  H.  Downing;  P.,  Kirt  W.  DeBelle; 
M.  of  F.,  Daniel  S.  Kline;  M.  at  A.,  Thomas  Kern; 
M.  of  E.,  John  F.  Weiler;  K.  of  R.  and  8.,  Jacob  D. 
Burger.  Trustees,  Jacob  Wagner,  Aaron  O.  Amey, 
James  D.  Newhard.  Representative  to  the  Grand 
Lodge,  M.  at  A.,  H.  W.  Mohr  (Mr.  Mohr  was  District 

D.  G.  C.  for  Lehigh  County  from  1871  to  1882).  The 
fund  of  the  lodge  is  $3274.91. 

Donau  Lodge,  No.  347,  was  instituted  April  2, 1872, 
in  the  city  of  Allentown,  Pa.,  with  the  following 
officers :  P.  C,  John  F.  Bohlinger ;  C.  C,  Frederick 
Neikam ;  V.  C,  Francis  Daeufer ,  M.  of  E.,  William 
Gruele;  M.  of  F.,  Martin  Schmidt;  K.  of  R.  and  S., 
Frederick  Traub;  M.  at  A.,  John  Fries;  I.  G.,  John 
Truckenbrod;  O.  G.,  Leonard  Kilian.  This  lodge  is 
working  entirely  in  the  German  language,  and  is  the 
only  German  lodge  of  the  Order  of  Knights  of  Pythias 
in  Lehigh  County.     By  an  act  of  the  Court  of  Com- 
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mon  Pleas  for  this  county,  the  lodge  was  incorpo- 
rated in  November,  1881.  During  the  time  of  its  ex- 
istence it  has  expended  for  sick  benefits  $3074.09,  and 
for  burials  eight  hundred  dollars,  making  a  total 
amount  of  relief  of  $3874.09.  The  lodge  has  initiated 
into  the  order  one  hundred  and  eighty-three  persons, 
and  eighteen  members  were  admitted  by  card.  At 
present  the  lodge  consists  of  seventy-five  members, 
and  has  a  total  fund  of  $1513.85. 

The  officers  for  the  present  term  are  as  follows: 
P.  C,  Christian  Bohlen  ;  C.  C,  William  F.  Fehler; 
V.  C,  Julius  Buesch  ;  P.,  Edwin  .T.  Sell ;  M.  of  E., 
August  Weidner;  M.  of  F.,  Frederick  Traub;  K.  of 
E.  and  S.,  Lewis  E.  Juergens;  M.  at  A.,  Gustav 
Franke ;  I.  G.,  William  F.  Woodring ;  O.  G.,  Sam- 
uel Euhf;  Directors,  Francis  Daeufer,  William  H. 
Knauss,  Francis  Scholz. 

Lehigh  Division,  No.  9,  Uniform  Rank  K.  of  P., 
was  organized  in  Paff  Hall  on  July  8, 1881,  by  Smith 
D.  Cozens,  Grand  Chancellor  of  Pennsylvania.  The 
following  officers  were  elected :  Sir  Kt.  Com.,  Henry 
W.  Mohr;  Sir  Kt.  Lieut.  Com.,  Lewis  Dennis;  Sir 
Kt.  Herald,  Jacob  M.  Romig;  Sir  Kt.  Rec,  Daniel 
S.  Kline;  Sir  Kt.  Treas.,  A.  D.Dresher;  Sir  Kt.  G., 
James  D.  Newhard ;  Sir  Kt.  Sent.,  Eugene  S.  Miller. 
The  present  officers  are:  Com.,  H.  W.  Mohr;  Lt. 
Com.,  Lewis  Dennis  ;  Herald,  Jacob  M.  Romig ;  Rec, 
John  C.  Nagle ;  Treas.,  Thomas  J.  Keon ;  Guard, 
James  D.  Newhard ;  Sent.,  James  D.  Heckman. 

Grand  Army  of  the  Republic. —  Yeager  Post, 
No.  13,  was  originally  organized  Dec.  10,  1866,  and, 
as  its  number  indicates,  was  one  of  the  first  in 
the  State.  William  J.  Weiss,  Charles  Bachman, 
Theodore  Baker,  Oscar  T.  Hoffman,  Jacob  A.  Arnold, 
Walter  H.  Vandyke,  William  H.  Blank,  Walter  H. 
Seip,  Dallas  C.  Zander,  George  Hepler,  William 
Rhen,  Henry  C.  Wagner,  David  R.  Deifenderfer, 
Peter  H.  Berndt,  Franklin  Fatzinger,  Charles  H. 
Knauss,  William  Schwartz,  John  W.  Reber,  Francis 
Sourwine. 

The  post  was  disbanded,  and  reorganized  under  a 
charter  bearing  date  Oct.  24,  1874,  with  the  following 
members :  Henry  C.  Wagner,  James  B.  Hamersly, 
Edward  Wilt,  Matthias  Ault,  George  De  Cell,  Philip 
R.  Palm,  William  Schwartz,  Joseph  Wilt,  Franklin 
Fatzinger,  Henry  Heckler,  Allen  Helfrich,  David 
Deifenderfer,  William  Baker,  Thomas  Zeigler,  Fred- 
rick Weisbach,  Augustus  Ritter,  Israel  Troxell,  Har- 
rison Geiger,  Jonathan  Reiber,  Amos  Weiss.  The 
present  officers  of  the  post  are  :  C,  Griffith  A. 
Scholl ;  S.  V.  C,  Andrew  Snyder ;  J.  V.  C,  George 
W.  Bagwell ;  Chap.,  Reuben  Hein ;  Q.  M.,  John 
Schrotb ;  O.  M.  S.,  Thomas  Laubach  ;  O.  of  D.,  Har- 
rison Kern  ;  O.  of  G.,  Fred.  Wilt;  Adjt.,  J.  J.  Buck- 
miller;  Surg.,  James  Berger;  Sergt.-Major,  Charles 
Heinze. 

E.  B.  Young  Post,  No.  87,  was  organized  Got.  19, 
1877.  The  charter  members  were  E.  B.  Young,  U.  S. 
Litzenberger,  D.  Murath,  J.  B.  Hamersly,  Leonard 


Killian,  Jairus  Bernhead,  Tgnatz  Gresser,  E.  L.  Ham- 
ersly, Charles  A.  Harris,  H.  C.  Wagner,  H.  C.  Huber, 
H.  T.  Bleckley,  F.  G.  W.  Fatzinger,  Allen  Wolf,  H. 
A.  Schwartz,  Lofe  Knerr,  Lewis  Warner,  E.  Ham- 
ersly, O.  T.  Hoffman,  B.  F.  Frederick,  Jeremiah  Mur- 
ray, and  G.  F.  Ensheimer.  The  present  officers  are: 
C,  A.  M.  Weisse  ;  S.  V.  C,  Charles  Miller;  J.  V.  C, 
Reuben  Brader;  Q.  M.,  H.  A.  Schwartz;  Surg.,  Sol- 
omon Gildner ;  Chap.,  Ignatz  Gresser ;  0.  of  D.,  G.  H. 
Good  ;  O.  of  G.,  Charles  Issamoyer. 

James  A.  Garfield  Camp,  No.  6,  Sons  of  Veterans. 
—The  camp  was  instituted  on  March  17,  1881,  by 
Mr.  Charles  Morrison,  Adjutant  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Division,  with  the  following  officers  and  members: 
0.,  George  J.  Klein ;  First  Lieut.,  W.  H.  Sleider ;  Sec. 
Lieut.,  S.  J.  Menninger ;  Chap.,  Charles  W.  Gorauflo; 
Serg.  of  the  Guard,  George  Gressor;  Color-Sergeant, 
George  Mohr;  Corporal  of  the  Guard,  Charles  W. 
Harris;  Orderly -Sergeant,  Harry  F.  Miller;  Quarter- 
master-Sergeant, W.  H.  Wolf;  Camp  Sentinel,  Charles 
Tice;  Picket  Sentinel,  Ulysses  Horn  ;  Trustees,  John 
Allen,  William  H.  Sleider,  and  H.  B.  Frederick. 

The  members  are  William  H.  Smith,  Eugene  S. 
Keck,  Peter  Becker,  Allen  E.  Wolf,  Elmer  P.  Werley, 
Eugene  H.  C.  Keck,  Harry  Dreisbach,  Herbert  Tool, 
George  W.  Fisher,  Walter  Smith. 

No  name  for  the  camp  was  adopted  until  the  assas- 
sination of  President  James  A.  Garfield,  when  it  was 
decided  that  a  more  appropriate  name  than  that  of 
the  illustrious  President  could  not  be  chosen.  His 
name  was  adopted  on  Oct.  24,  1881. 

The  following  are  the  present  officers  of  the  camp  : 
Captain,  William  H.  Abbott ;  First  Lieutenant,  John 

E.  Schuon;  Second  Lieutenant,  George  Mohr;  Chap- 
lain, Benjamin  Herbster ;  Sergeant  of  the  Guard,  Ed. 

Reichard ;  Color-Sergeant, ;  Corporal  of  the 

Guard,  William  Killian  ;  Orderly-Sergeant,  Harry  E. 
Newhard ;  Quartermastor-Sergeant,  F.  Zimmerman ; 
Camp  Sentinel, ;  Picket  Sentinel,  O.  Lau- 
bach. 

Camp  63,  Junior  Order  Sons  of  America.— The 
first  camp  in  Lehigh  County,  located  at  Allentown, 
was  instituted  at  the  Columbia  Engine-House  on 
Hamilton  Street,  between  Seventh  and  Hall  Streets, 
on  the  night  of  June  12,  1860,  the  installation  officers 
being  William  A.  Maize,  C.  Dunkelberger,  and  S. 
Parmer,  delegated  by  Camp  1  of  Philadelphia,  then 
at  the  head  of  the  order,  with  the  following  charter 
members :  W.  J.  Wieder,  George  Moser,  E.  C.  Huber, 

F.  T.  Good,  Charles  Gros,  E.  G.  Scholl,  J.  A.  Blumer, 
A.  M.  Springer,  M.  Dunlap,  W.  N.  Smith,  Charles  H. 
Knauss,  James  Bieber,  T.  V.  P.  Reiss,  and  H.  W.  Cole. 
The  following  officers  were  duly  elected  and  installed: 
Past  President,  E.  C.  Huber ;  President,  W.  J.  Grim  ; 
Vice-President,  T.  S.  P.  Reiss ;  Master  of  Forms  and 
Ceremonies,  A.  M.  Springer";  Conductor,  Milton  Dun- 
lap  ;  Recording  Secretary,  J.  A.  Blumer;  Financial 
Secretary,  F.  T.  Good ;  Assistant  Recording  Secretary, 
H.  W.  Cole;  Treasurer,  James  Beiber;  Inner  Guard, 
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W.  N.  Smith  ;  Outer  Guard,  George  F.  Moser.  The 
weekly  dues  were  then  six  cents.  The  first  delegates 
to  the  fifth  session  of  the  State  Camp,  at  Pottsville, 
were  W.  J.  Grim,  Luther  Mennig,  and  A.  M.  Springer, 
on  July  1st. 

Camp  moved  to  third  floor  of  building  at  present 
637  Hamilton  Street  in  August,  1860.  A  large  num- 
ber of  the  members  having  about  this  date  enlisted  in 
the  service  of  the  United  States,  in  April,  1861,  the 
following  resolution  was  passed,  that  all  such  mem- 
bers be  exempt  from  dues  and  fines,  as  also  commend- 
ing their  noble  acts.  The  meetings  now  instead  of 
being  weekly  were  only  held  monthly  until  June  2, 
1862,  when  the  last  recorded  minutes  appear,  the 
camp  having  suspended  on  account  of  the  enlistment 
of  the  greatest  number  of  its  members. 

On  the  night  of  June  3,  1868,  a  meeting  of  young 
men,  all  being  former  members  of  Camp  63,  Junior 
Order  Sons  of  America,  was  held  in  the  hall  of  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Eepublic,  the  object  being  to  re- 
organize old  Camp  63.  Charles  Knauss  was  called  to 
the  chair,  W.  J.  Eeichard  secretary,  and  F.  G.  W. 
Fatzinger  assistant  secretary,  when  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  procure  from  W.  J.  Weiss,  a  former 
member,  the  books  and  other  property  of  the  old 
camp.  Through  the  instructions  of  County  President 
Hallowell,  of  Philadelphia,  the  old  members  were 
permitted  to  reorganize.  On  June  12, 1868,  old  Camp 
63  was  reorganized  by  the  election  of  the  following 
officers:  Past  Pres.,  Charles  H.  Knauss;  Pres.,  F.  G. 
W.  Fatzinger;  Vice-Pres.,  A.  P.  Steckel ;  Rec.  Sec, 
W.  J.  Eeichard ;  Asst.  Eec.  Sec,  W.  K.  Euhe ;  Treas., 
A.  P.  Zellner;  Fin.  Sec,  A.  P.  Ehoads;  T.  G.,  T.  S. 
P.  Eeiss;  0.  G.,  George  Weiss;  C,  Charles  Jennings. 

On  July  31,  1873,  a  special  meeting  of  the  P.  0.  S. 
of  A.,  at  Allentown,  was  called  by  the  District  Presi- 
dent, H.  B.  Yingling,  for  the  purpose  of  instituting 
Camp  196,  the  third  camp  in  the  city,  with  the  follow- 
ing charter  members :  A.  D.  Burger,  Asa  Keck,  John 
Hardigan,  Allen  Burger,  John  Sands,  George  Wieand, 
Milton  Strauss,  G.  W.  Johnson,  John  Ginkinger, 
William  Nonenmacher,  W.  G.  HoflFman,  Granville 
Schlauch,  Thomas  Lewis,  John  Wieder,  Daniel  Esch- 
enbach,  Lewis  Eschenbach,  John  Eckert,  Milton  S. 
Grim. 

The  following  ofiicers  were  elected  and  installed  : 
Past  Pres.,  W.  G.  Hoff'man  ;  Pres.,  A.  D.  Burger ; 
Vice-Pres.,  John  Sands ;  M.  of  F.  and  C,  G.  W.  John- 
son; C,  Thomas  Lewis;  Rec.  Sec,  John  T.  Eckert; 
Fin.  Sec,  A.  G.  Keck ;  Treas.,  William  Nonenmacher ; 
L  G.,  Granville  Schlauch  ;  O.  G.,  Dani.el  Eschenbach. 
On  March  22, 1877,  Camps  196  and  63  deeming  it  to  be 
for  the  best  interests  of  the  order,  then  laboring  under 
the  financial  depression  which  affected  all  interests,  to 
consolidate  the  two  camps  under  the  name  and  title  of 
Camp  63,  H.  B.  Yingling,  of  said  Camp  63,  was  in 
March,  1877,  authorized  to  effect  such  a  consolidation, 
if  possible,  and  succeeded  in  so  doing  on  March  29, 
1877,  when  Camp  196  held  its  last  meeting,  and  trans- 


ferred its  membership  and  property  over  to  the  new 
regime. 

National  Camp. — Up  to  March  5,  1872,  the  subordi- 
nate camps  in  the  United  States  worked  under  their 
respective  State  camps,  with  a  general  or  supreme 
head  for  the  government  of  the  entire  order.  Such  a 
necessary  head  being  apparently  necessary,  on  March 
5,  1872,  the  following-named  delegates,  representing 
the  several  States  named,  assembled  in  the  hall  of 
Camp  63,  P.  O.  S.  of  A.,  at  Allentown,  and  organized 
what  is  now  known  as  the  National  Camp  of  the 
P.  0.  S.  of  A.  The  names  of  delegates  were  as  fol- 
lows :  New  York,  James  B.  Kilbourne,  Spencer  T. 
Case,  Francis  Weeks,  George  D.  Weeks,  E.  W.  S. 
Hommedien,  Joseph  Monk,  Joseph  B.  Pollock,  James 
P.  Walker,  S.  N.  Lecomte,  Henry  Quieripel,  Jr., 
Joseph  Dixon,  John  B.  Bacon,  Joseph  Scott,  J.  M. 
Van  Olinda,  George  F.  Coachman,  Dovide  Eomaine. 

Pennsylvania,  James  K.  Helms,  F.  E.  Stees,  H.  J. 
Stager,  George  West  Blake,  D.  Orr  Alexander,  I.  G. 
Bost,  E.  H.  Eice,  M.  Alexander,  J.  Hony  James,  J.  H. 
Hoff^er,  W.  B.  Miller,  George  H.  Kreisher,  W.  B.  Hill, 
H.  C.  Stout,  T.  H.  Garrigheus,  H.  M.  Fisher,  M. 
Graver,  and  F.  G.  W.  Fatzinger,  of  Camp  63. 

New  Jersey,  E.  Z.  C.  Judson. 

Maryland,  Joseph  W.  Miller. 

Delaware,  S.  H.  Quay. 

The  following  officers  were  elected:  Pres.,  H. 
J.  Stager,  Pennsylvania;  Vice-Pres.,  E.  Z.  C.  Jud- 
son, New  Jersey ;  Sec,  H.  W.  Wilkinson,  New  York ; 
Asst.  Sec,  Lewis  H.  Quay,  Delaware ;  M.  of  F. 
and  C,  James  B.  Kilbourn,  New  York ;  Marshal, 
Joseph  H.  Miller,  Maryland ;  Sergeant-at- Arms,  H.  C. 
Stout,  Pennsylvania. 

Local  Military  Companies.— The  first  military 
company  in  Allentown,  of  which  any  record  has  been 
preserved,  was  the  Lehigh  Artillerists.  This  com- 
pany was  organized  in  1827,  electing  William  Fry 
captain,  and  he  with  other  officers  was  duly  commis- 
sioned by  Governor  Wolf  Three  years  later,  in  con- 
sequence of  a  misunderstanding,  Capt.  Fry  resigned, 
and  John  F.  Euhe,  Jr.,  was  elected  in  his  place.  The 
company  existed  unchanged  for  four  years  after  that, 
and  then,  their  commissions  having  expired,  many  of 
the  old  members  withdrew.  Their  places,  however, 
were  taken  by  new  men,  and  Samuel  Gumpert  was 
elected  captain  of  the  reorganized  company.  H.  S. 
Morehead  succeeded  Gumpert  as  captain,  and  the 
company  was  kept  in  active  existence  for  many  years. 

In  1836  the  Harrison  men  in  the  Artillerists  with- 
drew, and  organized  the  Harrison  Guards,  with  Jacob 
D.  Boas  as  captain,  and  Eeuben  Strauss  as  first  lieu- 
tenant. From  this  time  on  there  was  much  rivalry 
between  the  companies,  and  in  1840  considerable 
warmth  of  political  feeling,  the  Guards  being  uncom- 
promising Whigs  and  the  Artillerists  Democrats. 

In  later  years  the  Jordan  Artillerists,  of  which 
W.  H.  Gausler  was  captain,  and  the  Allen  Infantry, 
of  which  Thomas  Yeager  was  captain,  together  with 
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the  Allen  Rifles,  T.  H.  Good,  captain,  were  the  militia 
companies  of  the  town. 

The  Allen  Rifles  originated  in  1849.     On  the  6th 
day  of  August,  in  that  year,  a  number  of  the  citizens 
of  Allentown  met  for  the  purpose   of  organizing  a 
military  company,  and  adopted  the  name  "  Lehigh 
Fencibles."     This  organization  remained  in  a  pros- 
perous  condition   fot  nearly  one   year  under   Capt. 
Hiram  Yeager.     Subsequently,  on  the  10th  day  of 
July,  1850,  the  "Lehigh  Fencibles"  having  ceased  to 
exist,  another  company  was  formed  under  the  name  of 
"  Allen  Rifles,  most  of  the  men  who  were  formerly  of 
the  "Fencibles"  joining,  and  aiding  in  the  organiza- 
tion, electing  Tilghman  H.  Good  (now  colonel  com- 
manding Fourth  Regiment,  National  Guard  of  Penn- 
sylvania) as  captain.  John  P.  Dillinger  became  captain 
in  1859,  but  soon  after  gave  place  to  the  former  captain, 
T.  H.  Good.  April  13, 1861,  two  days  previous  to  the  call 
of  President  Lincoln  for  troops,  the  citizens  of  Lehigh 
and  Northampton  Counties  called  a  public  meeting  at 
Easton,  "  to  consider  the  posture  of  afiairs  and  to  take 
measures  for  the  support  of  the  National  Government." 
At  this  meeting  the   First  Regiment  Pennsylvania 
Volunteers  was  formed.     The  captain  of  the  "  Allen 
Rifles"  (Col.  T.  H.  Good)  was  chosen  lieutenant-col- 
onel of  the  regiment,  in  conjunction  with  Capt.  Samuel 
Yohe,  of  Easton,  as  colonel,  and  Thomas  W.  Lynn 
as  major.     The  "Allen  Rifles,"  having  by  this  trans- 
action lost  their  captain,  quickly  proceeded  to  form 
themselves  into  a  new  company,  retaining,  however, 
the  name  "  Allen  Rifles,"  and  on  the  18th  of  April, 
1861,  left  for  Harrisburg,  and  were  there  mustered 
into  the  service  on  April  20,  1861,  as  Company  I, 
First  Regiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  being  in 
all  eighty-one  men  and  officers.    Having  served  their 
three  months'  time  they  returned  to  Harrisburg,  where 
the  men  were  honorably  discharged  and  mustered  out 
of  service  with  the  regiment  on  July  23,  1861.    After 
a  few  weeks  out  of  service  the  Forty-seventh  Regi- 
ment   Pennsylvania   Volunteers   was    formed,   with 
Capt.  T.  H.  Good  at  its  head  as  colonel,  and  a  large 
part  of  the  members  of  the  "  Allen  Rifles"  joined  the 
regiment,  while  the  others  soon   re-enliated   in   the 
Fifty-fourth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  and  other  reg- 
iments.    All  but  a  few  of  the  men  received  commis- 
sions during  the  war,  ranking  them  from  lieutenant  to 
colonel.    After  the  war  was  over  those  still  living  were 
honorably  discharged  and  returned  to  their  homes,  and 
on  June  30, 1870,  the  company  was  reorganized  under 
the  old   name,  T.  H.  Good  as  captain;  Andrew  C. 
Nagel,  first  lieutenant;   and   Charles   Mertz,  second 
lieutenant.     Subsequently,  Capt.  Good  having  again 
been  promoted  to  the  rank  of  colonel.  First  Lieut. 
Andrew  C.  Nagel  was  elected  captain,  and  commis- 
sioned Oct.  12,  1874,  with  Charles  Mertz  as  first  lieu- 
tenant, and  James  R.  Roney  as  second  lieutenant.    In 
1876,  Lieut.  Roney  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  major 
and  aide-de-camp  on  Second  Division  Stafl'  (Gen.  Bol- 
ton commanding),  and  Oscar  T.  Hoff"man  was  elected 


to  fill  the  vacancy.  When  the  labor  riots  broke  out 
in  1877  the  "  Allen  Rifles"  were  stationed  at  Allen- 
town  Fair  Grounds,  and  together  with  the  other  com- 
panies of  the  Fourth  were  marched  through  that 
famous  cut  on  the  Philadelphia  and  Reading  Rail- 
road, at  Reading,  Pa.,  quelling  the  rioters  successfully. 
They  were  also  stationed  in  readiness  at  Harrisburg 
in  case  of  necessity,  and  together  with  Company  B  of 
the  Fourth  came  back  to  Allentown  in  time  to  prevent 
riot  then  brewing  at  that  place.  On  May  5,  1879, 
Capt.  Andrew  C.  Nagel  resigned,  and  on  June  19, 
1879,  Maj.  James  R.  Roney  was  elected  captain.  On 
the  28th  day  of  July,  1880,  Lieut.  John  L.  Stiles  re- 
signed, and  on  Sept.  11,  1880,  Lieut.  Hoffman  died. 
On  Nov.  26,  1880,  an  election  was  held,  when  Sergt.- 
Maj.  A.  J.  Reichard  was  elected  first  lieutenant,  and 
First  Sergt.  William  D.  Mickley  second  lieutenant. 
This  company  is  now  in  a  prosperous  condition,  and 
has  the  following  officers:  James  R.  Roney,  captain  ; 
A.  J.  Reichard,  first  lieutenant;  William  D.  Mickley, 
second  lieutenant;  H.  A.  Weller,  first  sergeant. 

An  attempt  was  made  in  1852  to  organize  a  company 
to  be  uniformed  according  to  the  style  of  the  Revolu- 
tionary soldiers  and  to  be  called  the  Continental 
Guards,  but  no  organization  was  effected.  The 
present  Allen  Continentals,  or  Company  B,  Fourth 
Regiment  Pennsylvania  National  Guards,  in  which 
this  idea  regarding  uniform  has  been  carried  out,  was 
organized  June  21,  1869,  as  the  Allen  Zouaves,  C.  D. 
Lehr  captain,  and  with  about  forty-three  men,  in- 
cluding commissioned  officers.  The  first  appearance 
in  public  beyond  the  local  turnouts  was  at  the  annual 
encampment  in  Fairmount  Park,  Philadelphia,  during 
the  Centennial,  when  they  appeared  in  Continental 
uniforms,  and  were  the  only  company  in  this  distin- 
guishing dress.  During  the  year  previous,  1875,  they 
had  discarded  the  name  of  Zouaves  and  selected  that 
of  Continentals,  at  the  same  time  ordering  the  new 
uniforms  that  attracted  so  general  attention  during 
the  Centennial  encampment.  During  the  riots  of 
1877  the  Continentals,  as  Company  B,  did  good  ser- 
vice in  protecting  property,  and  were  highly  com- 
plimented by  those  in  authority.  They  were  among 
the  troops  that  passed  through  the  memorable  "deep 
cut"  in  Reading,  and  sustained  considerable  injury  at 
the  hands  of  the  rioters,  twenty-one  of  the  company 
being  wounded  by  the  missiles.  This  company  is  one 
of  the  most  remarkable  in  the  State,  and  upon  several 
occasions  has  stood  alone  in  proficiency,  being  for 
several  years  the  only  military  organization  inspected 
by  State  authorities  that  reached  the  average  of  one 
hundred,  which  indicates  perfection  in  all  departments. 
This  has  been  maintained  year  after  year,  leading  the 
crack  companies  of  Philadelphia  that  have  had  an  or- 
ganization for  a  much  longer  period  than  they.  Capt. 
Lehr,  the  present  efficient  commanding  officer,  has 
always  held  this  commission  since  the  starting  of  the 
company,  with  the  exception  of  three  months,  when 
he  was  elected  major  of  the  Fourth  Regiment.    He 
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is  the  ranking  captain  in  this  regiment,  and  his  com- 
mission is  No.  6  in  date  in  the  State.  The  present 
commissioned  officers  are:  Captain,  S.  D.  Lehr;  First 
Lieutenant,  George  B.  Eoth ;  Second  Lieutenant, 
Clinton  Englcman. 


CHAPTER    XXL 

THE    CITY    OP   ALLENTOWN— (Coii(i)iiierf). 
MiscellaneoUB  Mattera. 

Gas-Works. — Gas  was  first  introduced  in  the  town 
by  Dr.  William  F.  Danowsky,  who  erected  small  works 
on  his  own  lot  for  household  use  in  1850.^  Not  long 
after  this  he  was  induced  to  supply  a  few  merchants 
and  others  in  his  immediate  neighborhood,  and  for 
this  purpose  laid  zinc  mains  along  the  north  side  of 
the  street  in  the  block  in  which  he  resided,  Hamilton 
Street,  between  Seventh  and  Eighth.  His  experi- 
ments proved  completely  successful,  and  a  great 
desire  was  kindled  among  the  people  to  have  this 
method  of  lighting  generally  adopted.  The  capacity 
of  the  works  was  of  course  small,  yet  a  portion  of 
those  desiring  gas  in  various  parts  of  town  could 
readily  have  been  accommodated  if  it  had  not  been 
for  Dr.  Danowsky's  inability  to  meet  the  heavy  ex- 
pense of  laying  street  mains.  The  novel  idea  was 
suggested  in  this  emergency  that  persons  desiring  the 
use  of  the  gas  should  provide  themselves  with  gum  or 
leather  receptacles  to  be  kept  in  their  cellars  or  other 
convenient  places  to  connect  with  the  house  or  service 
pipes,  and  these  receptacles  were  then  filled  as  often 
as  they  became  exhausted  from  a  huge  rubber  bag, 
which,  after  being  filled  at  the  works,  was  carted  about 
to  the  residences  of  consumers.  Such  was  the  begin- 
ning of  the  use  of  gas  as  an  illuminator  in  Allentown. 

In  the  course  of  a  year  or  so  Dr.  Danowsky,  yield- 
ing to  the  requests  of  many  citizens,  erected  works 
on  a  much  larger  scale  than  the  original  ones,  on  the 
old  school  lot  next  to  the  jail.  Zinc  mains  were  laid 
along  Hamilton  Street  to  Ninth,  and  on  several  other 
prominent  streets.  The  business  grew  steadily  and 
prosperously.  In  1853,  Mr.  Nathan  Laudenslager 
became  associated  with  the  originator  of  the  works, 
and  soon  assumed  superintendence  of  them.  Dr. 
Danowsky  having  numerous  applications  to  erect  gas- 
works in  other  towns,  concluded  to  sell  out  his  in- 
terest here,  and  to  accept  the  engagements  offered 
him  elsewhere,  which  proved  to  be  quite  remunera- 
tive. He  found  ready  purchasers  in  Messrs.  Blumer, 
Line  &  Co.,  who,  with  Mr.  Laudenslager,  became  the 
sole  owners  in  1859.  Prior  to  this  time,  however, 
Danowsky  and   Laudenslager  erected  the  works  on 


1  It  may  interest  some  to  know  that  the  first  city  in  the  United  States 
lighted  with  gas  was  Baltimore,  in  1821.  Boston  followed  in  1822,  and 
in  1823  the  New  Tork  Gas-Light  Company  was  started,  although  not  in 
operation  until  1827. 


Jordan  Creek,  at  Fourth  and  Hainiltoa  Streets,  which 
were  rendered  necessary  by  the  increased  consump- 
tion of  gas  in  stores  and  dwelling-houses. 

Mr.  Laudenslager  remained  in  partnership  with 
Messrs.  Blumer,  Line  &  Co.  until  1871,  when  he  sold 
to  them  his  half-interest.  There  were  at  that  time 
about  eight  miles  of  iron  pipe  in  use,  the  zinc  ones 
having  been  discarded  in  1854.  The  consumption 
reached  nearly  a  million  cubic  feet  per  annum,  which 
was  paid  for  at  the  rate  of  three  dollars  and  fifty  cents 
per  thousand  feet.  About  this  time  a  charter  was 
granted  for  a  new  company,  but  no  organization  was 
made  under  it,  and  the  only  effect  was  to  cause  a  re- 
duction in  the  price  of  gas.  In  1872-73  the  present 
gas-works,  near  the  depot,  were  built,  and  the  com- 
pany thus  obtained  greatly-increased  facilities  for 
the  production  of  gas.  The  company  had  a  large 
number  of  patrons,  and  did  quite  a  successful  busi- 
ness, but  at  length  became  very  seriously  involved  in 
other  enterprises  they  were  carrying  on  and  failed. 
The  works  were  sold  by  the  sheriff  in  1878,  and  Wil- 
liam W.  Kurtz,  of  the  firm  of  W.  W.  Kurtz  &  Co., 
bankers  and  brokers  of  Philadelphia,  became  the 
purchaser.  The  business  was  conducted  by  him  until 
1882,  when  the  works  passed  into  the  possession  of 
a  company,  incorporated  January  3d  of  that  year, 
under  the  title  of  the  Allentown  Gas  Company,  with 
a  capital  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars. 
The  incorporators  were  William  W.  Kurtz,  William 

B.  Kurtz,  M.  L.  Kauffman,  Eobert  Iredell,  Jr.,  C.  W, 
Cooper,  A.  J.  Martin,  E.  S.  Martin,  William  H.  Sow- 
den,  and  H.  K.  Kurtz.  The  works  are  now  carried 
on  by  this  company  under  the  following  oflicers,  viz. : 
William  W.  Kurtz,  president;  H.  K.  Kurtz,  secretary 
and  treasurer ;  William  W.  Kurtz,  William  B.  Kurtz, 

C.  W.  Cooper,  Esq.,  M.  L.  Kauffman,  Esq.,  and  A.  J. 
Martin,  directors. 

Allentown  Passenger  Railroad.— The  street  rail- 
road had  its  origin  in  an  act  of  the  Legislature  passed 
March  21,  1865,  incorporating  the  company  for  the 
purpose  of  constructing  a  street  railroad  from  some 
point  on  Hamilton  Street  near  its  western  end  to 
the  Lehigh  Valley  Railroad  Depot,  with  extensions 
to  Catasauqua  and  to  the  Allentown  Iron-Works. 
The  former  was  never  constructed,  and  the  main  line, 
with  the  latter-mentioned  extension,  not  until  after 
another  act  had  been  passed  supplementary  to  the  ' 
first,  and  enlarging  the  powers  of  the  company.  This 
act  was  approved  March  4,  1868,  and  work  was  com- 
menced soon  after.  The  original  corporators  were 
John  Y.  Bechtel,  Henry  C.  Longnecker,  John  Smy- 
lie,  John  D.  Stiles,  Samuel  Lewis,  William  S.  Marx, 
William  H.  Blumer,  Jesse  M.  Line,  Christian  Pretz, 
Algernon  Roberts,  Samuel  McHose,  David  Thomas, 
Samuel  A.  Bridges,  John  H.  Oliver,  James  W.  Fuller, 
Peter  Weikel,  William  H.  Hoffman,  Joseph  F.  New- 
hard,  Tilghman  W.  Kramer,  and  Alfred  J.  Martin. 
Of  these  incorporators  and  stockholders  Samuel  Lewis 
was  elected  president,  and  has  been  continued  in  that 
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office  to  the  present.  The  work  waa  carried  on  under 
his  direction,  and  cars  commenced  running  in  1869. 
The  capital  stocls:  of  the  company  was  fixed  at  one 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  (with  power  to  in- 
crease), and  the  construction  and  equipment  of  the 
road  cost  nearly  one-third  of  that  sum,  or  more  ex- 
actly, about  forty-five  thousand  dollars.  The  com- 
pany has  eight  cars  and  two  omnibuses,  and  twenty- 
six  horses.  About  one  thousand  passengers  are  carried 
daily, — a  number  scarcely  sufficient  to  make  the  road 
profitable.  The  present  officers  of  the  company  be- 
sides the  president  are  J.  E.  Balliet,  secretary  and 
treasurer,  and  Eussell  A.  Thayer,  secretary. 

Loan  and  Buildings  Associations.— A  large  num- 
ber of  these  valuable  organizations  have  arisen,  flour- 
ished, and  passed  away  within  the  past  few  years. 
In  differing  degrees  they  have  all  accomplished  good. 
All  have  had  the  title  "  loan  and  building  associa- 
tion" except  one,  the  Penn  Land  and  Loan  Associa- 
tion. The  others  which  have  been  in  existence  in 
Allentown  were  the  Lehigh,  Union,  Farmers'  and 
Mechanics',  American,  Jordan,  Equitable,  National, 
Home,  Hope,  Workingmen's,  and  Security.  Of  these 
all  but  five  have  wound  up  their  affairs,  their  respec- 
tive missions  being  accomplished.  The  Equitable, 
Home,  and  Workingmen's  are  about  to  pass  out  of 
existence  at  this  writing,  and  the  Security  and  the 
Hope  are  the  only  ones  still  in  operation. 

The  Hope  Saving  and  Building  Association  was 
organized  in  April,  1881,  with  the  following  officers, 
who  are  still  in  position  :  President,  William  Berke- 
meyer;  Vice-President,  Charles  O.  Schantz;  Treas- 
urer, C.  M.  Keck ;  Secretary,  Elias  Mertz.  Directors, 
Lewis  Wolf,  Jr.,  Joseph  A.  Euhe,  Levi  Butz,  J.  E. 
Mitchell,  Moses  Flexer,  Samuel  J.  Brobst,  C.  A. 
Baohman,  F.  T.  Jobst,  J.  W.  Meisn^r.  The  board  of 
directors  has  undergone  a  change,  and  is  now  consti- 
tuted as  follows :  J.  Edgar  Mitchell,  Solomon  S. 
Frederick,  Moses  Flexer,  S.  J.  Brobst,  Levi  Butz,  C. 
A.  Bachman,  Lewis  Wolf,  Jr.,  Joseph  Harling,  F.  T. 
Jobst. 

The  Security  Building  Association  was  organized 
Dec.  8,  1882,  and  its  charter  secured  in  the  following 
January.  The  officers  elected  were  President,' L.  P. 
Hecker;  Vice-President,  William  Both;  Treasurer, 
Joseph  Balliet ;  Secretary,  C.  E.  James,  Esq.  Direct- 
ors, H.  M.  Leh,  Augustus  Weber,  A.  W.  Lee,  H.  T. 
Kleckner,  and  G.  W.  Harrar.  This  association  was 
organized  with  a  view  to  actual  wholesale  building, 
and  upon  a  very  safe  plan,  involving  several  features 
new  in  Allentown,  though  a  similar  association  had 
been  in  existence  in  Eeading  for  some  time  previous 
to  the  organization  here. 

The  Keystone  Mutual  Benefit  Association.— This 
home  life  insurance  company  was  chartered  by  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  in  February 
1878,  and  was  authorized  to  transact  its  business  of 
insurance  on  the  mutual  plan,  and  as  soon  as  the 
organization  of  the  association  could  be  effected  the 


society  began  active  operations.     And,  notwithstand- 
ing the  fact  that  the  history  of  the  Keystone  covers 
a  period  of  years  the  most  disastrous  known  in  the 
history  of  life  insurance,  owing  to  the  large  number 
of  speculative  companies  that  were  brought  into  ex- 
istence by  unscrupulous  parties,  it  is  gratifying  to 
note  that  this  ably-managed  institution  begins  the 
seventh  year  of  its  existence  with  its  reputation  un- 
tarnished.    The  association  has  two  plans  of  insur- 
ance,— the  ordinary  life  and  the  endowment  plan.    In 
the  ordinary  life  plan,  the  applicant,  to  secure  a  policy 
of  one  thousand  dollars,  is  required  to  pay  a  premium 
fee  of  eight  dollars;   five  dollars   annually  for  the 
next  succeeding  three  years,  and  thereafter  two  dol- 
lars  annually   during  life,   together  with   mortality 
assessments  graded  according  to  age,  and  ranging  from 
fifty-eight  cents  for  the  age  of  twenty-four  years  and 
under,  to  three  dollars  and  forty  cents  for  the  age  of 
sixty-five  years.     The  association  does  not  permit  of 
large  policies,  the  highest  in  this  plan  being  three 
thousand  dollars.    The  endowment  plan  requires  each 
member  to  pay  an  admission  fee,  and  annually  en- 
dowment premiums,  together  with  mortuary  assess- 
ments, graded  according  to  age.     The  highest  policy 
issued  in  this  plan  is  two  thousand  dollars  in  this 
part  of  the  State.     The  officers  of  the  association  are 
Dr.  W.  H.  Hartzell,  president;  John  E.  Lentz,  vice- 
president;  Eev.   Dr.  A.  E.  Home,  secretary;   Elias 
Bittner,  treasurer;  John  L.  Moyer,  general  superin- 
tendent ;  and  they  with  the  following  gentlemen  form 
the  board  of  directors:  A.  M.  Schantz,  B.  D.  Keck, 
T.  J.  Schmoyer,  Elias  Mertz,  Esq.,  and  A.  D.  Dresher. 
The  other  officers  of  the  association  are  Dr.  W.  H. 
Hartzell,   medical   adviser;    Hon.   Edward   Harvey, 
solicitor;    F.   S.   Wilt,  special   agent.     The   present 
secretary  of  the  Keystone,  who  is  rapidly  extending 
the  business  of  the  association,  was  president  of  the 
company  for  four  years,  and  is  probably  as  thoroughly 
conversant  with  the  details  of  life  insurance  as  any 
other  insurance  man  in  the  country. 

Archaeological  Collection.- Quite  a  remarkable 
and  valuable  collection  of  relics  of  the  mound- 
builder  and  Indian  races  is  owned  by  Mr.  A.  F. 
Berlin,  who  has  for  many  years  devoted  his  leisure 
time  to  the  study  of  archaeology,  with  the  result  of 
attaining  not  merely  local  celebrity,  but  a  wide  fame 
among  those  of  our  country  who  have  studied  the 
ancient  people  of  the  continent  by  aid  of  their  scat- 
tered domestic  and  art  remains  in  stone  and  flint  and 
pottery-ware.  Mr.  Berlin's  cabinet  contains  about 
two  thousand  six  hundred  specimens,  including  In- 
dian arrow-heads,  knives,  fleshers,  needles,  pipes, 
beads,  gorgets,  stone  axes,  rollers,  pounders,  grinders, 
and  scores  of  other  articles  of  use  or  ornament  which 
belonged  either  to  the  Indians  or  mound-builders. 
Many  of  these  were  gathered  in  the  Lehigh  Valley, 
and  others  came  from  the  western  part  of  this  State, 
from  Ohio,  Indiana,  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  Missis- 
sippi, and  other   Southern   States,   from   California, 
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Oregon,  and  other  regions  of  the  far  West,  from 
South  America  and  Europe.  The  collection,  having 
been  made  by  a  man  thoroughly  versed  in  the  subject 
of  archffiology,  is  one  of  rare  value,  and  probably  has 
no  superior  among  private  cabinets  in  Eastern  Penn- 
sylvania. 

Cemeteries. — The  AHentown  Cemetery  Associa- 
tion, which  controls  the  burying-ground  adjoining 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  on  Linden  Street, 
had  its  origin  in  1846.  The  original  record  states 
that,  "Whereas  (Eev.)  Charles  S.  German,  being  the 
owner  of  three  contiguous  pieces  of  ground  situate  on 
the  north  side  of  Andrew  Street,  in  the  borough  of 
AHentown,  bounded  on  the  south  by  said  Andrew 
Street,  on  the  east,  north,  and  west  by  public  twenty- 
foot  alleys,  containing  in  front  on  said  Andrew  Street 
one  hundred  and  sixty  feet,  and  in  depth  two  hundred 
and  thirty  feet,  proposes  to  sell  the  said  ground  for  a 
cemetery,  divided  into  lots  agreeably  to  one  of  two 
certain  plans  or  drafts  thereof  made  and  to  be  sub- 
mitted to,  and  adopted  by,  a  majority  of  the  subscri- 
bers or  purchasers,  at  ten  dollars  per  lot.  We,  the 
subscribers,  therefore  agree  to  pay  to  the  said  Charles 
S.  German,  his  heirs,  executors,  or  assigns,  the  sum 
often  dollars  for  each  lot."  Then  followed  the  names 
of  subscribers,  as  follows :  Peter  Newhard,  E.  E.  New- 
hard,  John  I.  Smith,  Aaron  Wint,  Abraham  New- 
hard,  Michael  Uhler,  Thomas  B.  Wilson,  Samuel 
Lightcap,  Eli  S.  Beiry,  C.  Pretz,  John  Gross,  Charles 
H.  Martin,  Ephraim  Grim,  I.  W.  Hornbeck,  Henry 
Weinsheimer,  Charles  F.  Martin,  Charles  Keck,  Silas 
H.  Newhard,  George  Lucas,  David  Stem,  Joseph  K. 
Saeger,  Peter  Koons, Gibbons,  John  Appel,  Sol- 
omon Keck,  Moses  Keck,  Thomas  Gangwere,  George 
Beisel,  Elizabeth  Stein,  Nathan  Dresher,  Joel  Krauss, 
Elizabeth  Keck,  Joseph  Knauss,  Jesse  Keck,  Solomon 
Knause,  Tilghman  H.  Martin,  George  Keck,  Daniel 
Gangwere,  Thomas  Wickert,  W.  &  B.  Craig,  Nathan 
Eberhard,  Benjamin  German,  Tilghman  Good,  Wil- 
liam W.  Selfridge,  William  Fry,  Samuel  A.  Bridges, 
W.  J.  Hoxworth. 

For  some  reason  the  price  of  lots  was  changed  from 
ten  dollars  for  one  lot  to  sixteen  dollars  for  two  lots. 
Shortly  after  the  subscription  was  made,  upon  March 
9,  1846,  the  persons  interested  assembled  at  the  house 
of  John  Gross,  and  appointed  a  committee  to  draft  a 
constitution,  which  was  subsequently  adopted.  Peter 
Newhard  was  chosen  president,  Ephraim  Grim  treas- 
urer, and  John  Gross  trustee.  The  first  managers 
were  Joel  Krauss,  Christian  Pretz,  and  John  Gross. 

The  present  oflicers  are :  President,  Jonathan  Rei- 
chard ;  Secretary  and  Trustee,  J.  F.  Newhard  ;  Treas- 
urer, Nathan  Laudenslager ;  Managers,  Tilghman 
Stetler,  Thomas  Moore,  Ephraim  Grim,  Nathan  Lau- 
denslager, and  O.  E.  Hoffman. 

Union  Cemetery,  on  Tenth  Street,  was  the  next 
burial-place  set  apart  and  laid  out  after  the  one  on 
Linden  Street,  by  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
The  Union  Cemetery  Association  held  its  first  meet- 


ing April  28,  1854,  and  was  chartered  the  same  year. 
The  first  officers  elected  were :  President,  J.  D.  Law- 
all ;  Secretary,  J.  F.  Newhard;  Treasurer,  William 
S.  Young;  Trustee,  Nathan  Dresher;  Managers, 
Lewis  Schmidt,  Benjamin  J.  Hagenbuch,  and  Mifflin 
Hannum.  Eleven  acres  of  land,  extending  from 
Tenth  Street  nearly  to  the  alley  beyond  Eleventh, 
and  from  Chew  to  a  line  half-way  between  Turner 
and  Liberty,  was  purchased  from  Jacob  Miller  and 
Jacob  Hagenbuch  at  two  hundred  dollars  per  acre. 
The  lots  were  laid  out  one  rod  square,  and  at  first 
were  drawn  by  ticket  and  sold  at  six  dollars  each, 
though  a  short  time  afterwards  they  commanded  ten 
dollars,  and  have  now  reached  a  value  of  eighty  to 
one  hundred  dollars.  There  are  over  twelve  hundred 
lots  in  the  cemetery,  all  of  which  have  been  sold. 
The  first  person  buried  in  this  cemetery  was  John 
Diefenderfer.  In  1855,  Charles  Saeger  became  presi- 
dent of  the  association  in  place  of  Mr.  Lawall,  who 
was,  however,  again  chosen  to  that  office  in  1856. 
The  presidents  from  that  time  to  the  present  have 
been  as  follows:  1859,  Daniel  Eitter ;  1865,  Joseph 
Young;  1868,  William  W.  Weaver;  1869,  William 
H.  Blumer;  1871,  Nathan  Metzgar;  1878,  Thomas 
Steckel,  who  is  now  in  the  office.  The  present  secre- 
tary is  J.  C.  Anawalt,  and  the  treasurer  C.  H.  Euhe. 

The  lots  in  the  Union  Cemetery  having  all  been  sold, 
and  the  greater  part  of  its  available  space  utilized 
for  the  burial  of  the  dead,  a  number  of  the  citizens 
of  AHentown  purchased  from  the  Penn  Mutual  Life 
Insurance  Company  of  Philadelphia,  at  eleven  hun- 
dred and  fifty  dollars  per  acre,  nine  acres  of  land  ad- 
joining the  Union  Cemetery,  and  extending  from 
it  to  Twelfth  Street,  and  north  and  south  from  Chew 
Street  to  Liberty,  which  they  laid  off  in  burial-lots, 
and  named  the  West  End  Cemetery.  This  was  in 
November,  1882.  The  association  is  separate  and 
distinct  from  that  which  controls  the  Union  Ceme- 
tery. West  End  contains  six  hundred  lots,  each  six- 
teen by  sixteen  feet,  of  which  considerably  more  than 
a  third  have  been  sold. 

The  beautiful  cemetery  about  three-quarters  of  a 
mile  distant  from  the  city  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
Little  Lehigh  is  called  Fairview,  and  is  under  the 
control  of  the  Fairview  Cemetery  Association  of  Al- 
lentown.  The  petition  for  incorporation,  signed  by 
George  Fry,  F.  M.  Kramer,  J.  J.  Stein,  William 
Kichline,  Charles  Eckert,  Charles  Kline,  and  E.  S. 
Shimer,  was  presented  to  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas, 
Sept.  16, 1870,  and  the  charter  granted  November  11th 
of  the  same  year.  The  first  officers  elected  were: 
President,  Charles  Kline ;  Secretary,  Jacob  J.  Stein  ; 
Treasurer,  Charles  Eckert ;  Superintendent,  Charles 
K.  Heist ;  Board  of  Managers,  Franklin  M.  Kramer, 
Charles  Eckert,  Charles  Kline,  Eeuben  S.  Shimer, 
George  Fry,  Jacob  J.  Stein,  and  William  Kichline. 
The  land  which  was  to  constitute  the  cemetery,  thirty 
acres  in  all,  was  purchased  from  Charles  Eckert, 
William  Kichline,  and  William  Fry's  estate  at  five 
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hundred  dollars  per  acre,  and  the  work  of  laying  it 
out  suitably  for  the  purpose  designed  was  proceeded 
with  in  1871.  The  plan  followed  was  a  very  tasteful 
one,  and  the  cemetery  soon  presented  a  beautiful  ap- 
pearance. An  appropriate  entrance  lodge  of  stone 
was  built  on  the  Emaus  road,  and  a  receiving  vault  in 
the  farther  part  of  the  grounds.  Large  sums  of  money 
were  expended  in  beautifying  this  resting-place  of  the 
dead  by  the  plentiful  introduction  of  trees  and  shrubs, 
and  much  care  has  been  bestowed  in  keeping  them  in 
thrifty  condition,  as  well  as  maintaining  neatness  in 
the  walks  and  drives,  and  upon  the  grass  plats. 
About  five  hundred  burials  have  already  been  made 
in  Fairview.  Of  the  original  oflBcers  of  the  associa- 
tion but  one  (Mr.  Eckert)  retains  place.  The  present 
list  is  as  follows :  President,  Ephraim  Grim  ;  Vice- 
President,  Esaias  Rehrig;  Secretary,  W.  J.  Stein; 
Treasurer,  Charles  Eckert ;  Superintendent,  Joseph 
Clauser;  Board  of  Managers,  Ephraim  Grim,  Esaias 
Kehrig,  Charles  Eckert,  Morgan  F.  Medlar,  Andrew 
Mohry,  Oscar  E.  Holman,  and  Milton  Kichline. 


BIOGRAPHICAL    SKETCHES. 


.JESSE  GRIM. 
Gideon  Grim,  the  great-grandfather  of  Jesse,  emi- 
grated from  Germany.  His  son,  Henry,  who  accom- 
panied his  father,  became  a  farmer  in  Macungie,  Le- 
high Co.  (then  a  portion  of  Northampton  County).  His 
children  were  five  sons  and  two  daughters,  of  whom 
Jacob,  the  eldest,  was  born  on  the  homestead,  and 
married  Catharine  Huddenstein.  Their  children  were 
fiive  sons  and  two  daughters,  among  whom  was  Jesse, 
the  subject  of  this  biography,  born  Nov.  5,-1794,  in 
Macungie,  where  not  only  his  boyhood  but  the  greater 
portion  of  his  later  life  was  passed.  After  a  period  of 
youth  spent  at  the  public  school  of  the  neighborhood 
and  in  New  Jersey,  he  engaged  with  his  father  in 
labor  on  the  farm,  which  subsequently  became  his  by 
inheritance,  and  which  he  continued  to  cultivate  until 
his  removal  to  Allentown,  in  1847.  Here  he  found  a 
field  for  his  energies  in  the  erection  of  buildings,  and 
in  the  cultivation  of  land  in  the  suburbs,  which  was 
later  embraced  within  the  city  limits.  He  is  still  a 
resident  of  Allentown,  and  in  a  vigorous  old  age 
(being  in  his  ninetieth  year)  finds  active  employment 
for  his  willing  hands.  Mr.  Grim  was  married,  in 
1818,  to  Miss  Mary  Knabb,  daughter  of  Peter  Knabb. 
Their  children  are  Ephraim,  Jacob,  William,  Walter 
I.,  and  Deborah  (Mrs.  William  Edelman).  The  death 
of  Mrs.  Grim  occurred  in  June,  1864.  Mr.  Grim 
as  a  relaxation  from  the  daily  routine  of  labor  in 
early  life  devoted  some  attention  to  the  political 
issues  of  the  day.  He  was,  as  a  representative  of  the 
Anti-Masonic  party,  elected  to  the  State  Legislature 
in  1833-34,  and  was  also  appointed  commissioner  to 


purchase  lands  for  the  lounty  poor-house.  He  was 
afterwards  made  director  of  the  poor,  which  office  he 
filled  with  fidelity  and  ability.  On  the  formation  of 
the  Eepublican  party  he  became  one  of  its  active  sup- 
porters. Mr.  Grim,  among  his  building  enterprises, 
erected  the  Eagle  Hotel  in  Allentown,  which  was  con- 
sumed by  fire  in  1848,  and  rebuilt  by  him.  He  is  in 
his  religious  convictions  a  Lutheran,  and  member  of 
St.  Michael's  German  Lutheran  Church  of  Allen- 
town. 


THOMAS  BUTZ. 
Abram  Butz,  the  father  of  Thomas,  removed  in  1793 
from  Long  Swamp  township,  Berks  Co.,  to  the  town- 
ship of  Whitehall,  in  Lehigh  Co.,  where  he  purchased 
the  land  now  embraced  in  a  portion  of  the  property 
of  the  Thomas  Iron-Works,  at  Hokendauqua.  Here 
he  followed  the  occupation  of  a  farmer  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  in  December,  1826.  He  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Esther  Egner,  and  had  children, — Thomas 
and  Anna  (Mrs.  Peter  Mickley).  The  former,  who  is 
the  subject  of  this  biographical  sketch,  was  born  Nov. 
3,  1798,  in  Long  Swamp  township,  Berks  Co.,  and  at 
the  early  age  of  five  years  became  a  resident  of  White- 
hall township.  Here,  during  youth,  he  became'  famil- 
iar with  the  routine  of  a  farmer's  life,  and  continued 
thus  employed  until  1853,  when  active  labor  was 
abandoned,  and  two  years  later  Allentown  became 
his  home.  After  a  residence  of  seven  years  in  the 
latter  city,  Mr.  Butz  returned  to  the  scenes  of  his 
early  life,  and  for  the  succeeding  seven  years  his 
residence  was  in  Whitehall  township.  Allentown 
again  became  his  home  in  1869,  where  he  continued 
to  reside  until  his  death,  on  the  24th  of  March,  1880, 
in  his  eighty-second  year.  His  wife  still  survives, 
and  resides  in  Allentown.  Mr.  Butz  possessed  strong 
force  of  character,  great  aptitude  for  business,  and  a 
matured  judgment,  which  rendered  his  counsel  inval- 
uable. These  qualities  contributed  greatly  to  his  suc- 
cessful career.  He  was  in  politics  a  Republican, 
having  formerly  been  identified  with  the  Whig  party, 
though  not  in  an  official  capacity.  He  was  formerly 
a  member  of  the  German  Reformed  Church  of  Egypt, 
and  later,  of  the  Whitehall  Reformed  Church.  He 
contributed  liberally  to  the  erection  of  the  latter,  and 
served  as  treasurer  of  its  building  fund.  Mr.  Butz 
married  Maria  Elizabeth  Beil,  of  Northampton 
County,  and  had  chil.lren,— John  Peter  (deceased), 
Thomas  F.,  Eliza  Ann  (Mrs.  Daniel  Troxell),  and 
Elenora  L.  S. 


JOSHUA  STABLER. 
Nicholas  Stabler,  the  grandfather  of  the  subject  of 
this  biographical  sketch,  was  born  in  Upper  Milford, 
Lehigh  Co.  (formerly  Northampton  County),  and 
married  to  Barbara  Baer,  whose  children  were  Loh- 
rens,    Daniel,    Jacob,    Elizabeth,    and    Magdalena. 
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Lohrens  was  born  April  19,  1779,  in  Upper  Milford, 
where  his  life  was  spent  in  the  pursuit  of  his  trade  of 
carpenter  and  as  a  prosperous  farmer.  He  was  also 
for  thirty-five  years  a  justice  of  the  peace  and  sur- 
veyor. He  was  united  in  marriage  to  Magdalena 
Eeinhard,  born  Aug.  12,  1789,  and  had  children, 
—Joshua,  Reuben,  Joel,  Dan,  Asor,  Mary  (Mrs. 
Charles  Klein),  Anna  (Mrs.  William  Eeichenbach), 
Sarah  (Mrs.  Solomon  Schantz),  and  Zillah  (Mrs.  Arab 
Ortt).  Mr.  Stabler  died  Aug.  15, 1854,  in  bis  seventy- 
sixth  year,  and  his  wife  in  her  eighty-eighth  year. 
The  birth  of  their  son,  Joshua,  occurred  on  the  2d  of 
October,  1814,  in  Dillingersville,  Upper  Milford  town- 
ship, on  the  spot  which  had  for  many  years  been  the 
home  of  his  ancestors.  The  log  school-house  of  the 
neighborhood  afforded  him  the  earliest  opportunities 
for  education,  though  a  habit  of  reflection  and  close 
observation  aided  largely  in  fitting  him  for  a  success- 
ful career  as  a  business  man  and  a  public  official.  He 
engaged  in  teaching  for  a  period  of  eight  years,  and 
subsequently  learned  the  trade  of  blacksmith,  which 
was  followed  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  his  birthr 
place.  He  was  on  the  17th  of  December,  1837,  mar- 
ried to  Sarah,  daughter  of  David  Stabler,  of  the  same 
township,  to  whom  were  born  five  children,  all  now 
deceased.  Mr.  Stabler  pursued  his  trade  for  ten  years 
with  success,  after  which  it  was  relinquished  for  the 
less  laborious  calling  of  a  merchant  and  landlord,  to 
which  was  also  added  the  occupation  of  a  farmer  and 
the  profession  of  a  surveyor.  He  was,  as  a  Democrat, 
in  1844,  elected  justice  of  the  peace,  and  re-elected  on 
the  expiration  of  his  term.  In  1851,  on  being  elected 
register  of  Lehigh  County,  Allentown  became  his 
residence.  He  was  in  1854  elected  associate  judge 
of  the  county  court,  and  filled  the  office  for  two  suc- 
cessive terms.  He  was  then  elected  alderman  of 
Allentown,  and  re-elected  to  the  same  office.  Mr. 
Stabler  has  been  identified  with  the  public  interests 
of  the  city  of  his  residence,  and  a  promoter  of  all 
measures  tending  to  its  moral  and  material  progress. 
In  religion  he  was  educated  in  the  tenets  of  the  Ger- 
man Eeformed  Church. 


DAVID  WEIDA. 
Peter  Weida,  the  grandfather  of  David,  was  an 
early  resident  of  Berks  County,  his  father  having 
emigrated  from  Germany  and  settled  in  Pennsyl- 
vania. He  removed  to  Lehigh  (then  Northampton) 
County  in  1803,  and  married  Charlotta  Stump,  of 
Lancaster  City  and  County,  to  whom  were  born  chil- 
dren,— John  and  George.  The  death  of  Peter  Weida 
occurred  Feb.  21,  1837,  and  that  of  his  wife  Jan.  18, 
1835.  Their  son,  John,  was  born  in  Berks  County, 
and  removed  with  his  parents  to  Lehigh  County, 
where  he  followed  the  pursuits  of  a  farmer  and  mer- 
chant. He  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  David 
Kjihm  whose  children  were  Benjamin,  Maria  (Mrs. 
Itephe^  Hartman),  David,  Anna  (Mrs.  Benjamin 
II 


Kocher),  Peter,  Elizabeth  (Mrs.  W.  F.  Hoff'man), 
Solomon,  and  Sarah  (Mrs.  William  H.  Wetherhold). 
Mr.  Weida  died  March  11,  1864,  and  his  wife  Nov.  9, 
1854.  Their  son,  David,  was  born  May  4,  1814,  in 
Lowhill  township.  He  enjoyed  the  advantages  of  a 
common-school  education  supplemented  by  a  brief 
period  in  New  Jersey  and  at  the  Allentown  Academy, 
and  early  became  an  assistant  to  his  father  in  his 
daily  avocations.  He  began  commercial  operations 
in  connection  with  his  brother  in  1838  as  a  merchant 
at  Weidasville,  Lowhill  township.  This  was  con- 
tinued for  a  limited  time,  the  cultivation  of  a  farm 
and  the  business  of  a  butcher  also  engaging  his 
attention.  Having  acquired  a  competency  which 
enabled  him  to  retire,  he,  in  1858,  made  Allentown 
his  residence.  Mr.  Weida  was,  in  1838,  married  to 
Miss  Caroline  Krause,  daughter  of  Philip  Krause,  of 
Saegersville.  Their  two  children  are  Owen  J.  and 
Sarah  E.  (Mrs.  Lewis  D.  Krause).  Mrs.  Weida  died 
on  the  11th  of  May,  1854,  and  he  was  again  married 
Sept.  1, 1857,  to  Mrs.  Jonas  Haas,  daughter  of  Andrew 
Sheffersteine,  whose  death  occurred  March  11,  1877. 
Mr.  Weida  has  been  identified  with  the  Allentown 
Bank  as  director,  and  during  his  active  career  was 
frequently  called  into  service  as  the  administrator  of 
estates  and  to  other  important  offices  of  trust.  He 
was  in  politics,  formerly,  a  Whig,  and  later  became  a 
Eepublican.    He  is  a  member  of  the  Lutheran  Church. 


SOLOMON    BOYER. 


Frederick  Beyer,  or  Boyer,  emigrated  to  America 
about  the  year  1733.  He  came  from  the  Palatinate; 
was  a  member  of  the  Eeformed  Church,  and  no  doubt 
left  his  native  country  to  seek  a  home  where  he  might 
serve  God  in  accordance  with  the  dictates  of  his  own  con- 
science. Ho  settled  on  the  banks  of  the  Lehigh  Eiver 
a  short  distance  from  what  is  now  Eockdale.  Here 
he  located  several  hundred  acres  of  land,  mostly  cov- 
ered with  timber  and  underbrush,  and  requiring  hard 
labor  to  bring  it  to  a  state  of  cultivation.  While  work- 
ing in  his  meadow  he  was  waylaid  and  shot  by  an  In- 
dian. He  was  married  and  had  a  son,  Henry,  who, 
after  he  had  grown  to  manhood,  became  the  pos- 
sessor of  the  homestead.  He  was  married  to  Margaret 
Hanky,  to  whom  were  born  four  sons  and  three  daugh- 
ters. Among  his  sons  was  John,  born  on  the  26th  day 
of  December,  1781,  and  baptized  on  the  2d  day  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1782,  by  the  Eev.  Vanderschloot,  his  sponsors 
being  John  Schlicher  and  his  wife,  Magdalene. 

He  was  married  in  1802  to  Elizabeth  Eeber,  and 
purchased  a  farm  about  three  miles  north  of  his  native 
home,  on  which  he  resided  for  several  years.  Having 
sold  this,  he  purchased  land  nearer  his  parents,  where 
he  spent  the  greater  part  of  his  life,  being  a  farmer 
and  dealer  in  cattle.  After  the  Lehigh  Canal  was 
finished  he  was  also  engaged  in  running  boats  from 
Mauch  Chunk  to  Philadelphia. 
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convenient  to  his  patrons.  This  fact  influenced  his 
removal  to  Allentown,  Pa.,  in  1868,  where  his  trade 
assumed  large  proportions,  his  establishment  be- 
coming the  largest  machinery  and  machinists'  supply 
depot  in  Eastern  Pennsylvania.  Desiring  rest  in 
1876,  in  company  with  his  wife,  he  again  visited 
Europe,  contemplating  a  continental  tour,  but  re- 
turned the  same  year,  his  business  in  this  country 
demanding  his  attention. 

In  1879  he  associated  with  him  as  partner  his  son, 
William  H.,  who,  on  his  father's  death,  succeeded  to 
the  business,  which  has  greatly  increased  in  its  pro- 
portions, the  trade  extending  to  all  parts  of  the  United 
States. 

During  the  period  of  Mr.  Taylor's  active  business 
life  in  Allentown,  he  brought  his  establishment  into 
such  prominence,  by  fair  and  legitimate  channels  of 
trade,  that  the  firm-name  and  the  interests  it  repre- 
sented became  synonymous  terms  among  the  indus- 
trial establishments  of  Eastern  Pennsylvania. 

William  H.  Taylor  was  a  man  of  the  strictest  in- 
tegrity in  all  his  business  relations.  Whatever  he 
thought  worth  doing  he  believed  worth  doing  well. 
The  work  that  his  hands  found  to  do  he  did  with  his 
might.  A  man  of  strong  convictions  and  tenacious 
of  his  opinions,  he  was  ever  fair  and  just  in  his  daily 
intercourse  with  the  world. 

On  the  4th  of  June,  1880,  after  a  brief  illness,  his 
diligent  and  honorable  life  calmly  terminated.  He 
had  only  attained  his  fifty-third  year,  his  mind  had 
lost  none  of  its  peculiar  endowments,  nor  had  his 
body  yielded  to  the  decrepitude  of  age.  To  his  last 
moments  his  intellect  was  vigorous,  his  mind  clear, 
and  his  will  strong. 

In  the  commercial  circle,  had  he  lived,  he  would 
have  added  to  his  already  attained  honor,  but  the 
hand  of  the  Unseen,  who  disposes  all  things,  closed 
Ms  career,  and  by  His  touch  consecrated  the  memory 
of  this  useful,  honored  citizen,  and  enterprising,  suc- 
cessful business  man. 


STEPHEN    BARBER. 

Mr.  Barber  is  of  English  descent,  and  was  born  in 
Lower  Nazareth  township,  Northampton  Co.,  on  the 
1st  of  March,  1813.  Having  when  but  a  lad  been 
left  fatherless,  he  found  a  home  with  a  Mrs.  Brown,  a 
friend  of  his  parents,  with  whom  his  youth  was  spent 
on  a  farm  in  the  same  township.  On  reaching  a  suit- 
able age  he  repaired  to  Bethlehem  and  learned  the 
trade  of  a  carriage-builder,  having  previously  acquired 
a  common  English  education.  Three  years  later  he 
removed  to  New  York  State  to  perfect  himself  in  his 
trade,  and  eventually  settled  in  Fogelsville,  where 
carriage-building  was  continued  for  a  brief  time. 

Mr.  Barber  was  married  on  the  9th  of  January, 
1838,  to  Miss  AbJgail_Kuhns,  daughter  of  John  and 
Mary  Kuhns,  of  Lynn  towns|iip,  Lehigh  Co.,  to  whom 
was  born~onelon,  Allen  F.,  ^n  the  15th  of  February, 


1839.  He  married  Henrietta,  daughter  of  Rev.  Wil- 
liam Mini^  whose  children  are  Harvey  S.,  born 
Marcire;  1862 ;  John  William,  deceased;  Alice  A.,'' 
whose' birth  occurred  Jan.  6,  1865;  and  Allen  E., 
born  March  15,  1867.  Allen  F.,  was  associated  with 
his  father  in  business  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
April  24,  1874. 

In  1838,  Mr.  Barber  made  Allentown  his  residence, 
where  his  trade  was  followed  for  five  years,  after  which 
he  engaged  in  the  sale  of  coach  trimmings  and  hard- 
ware, dealing  largely  in  various  iron  materials.  His 
business  prospered,  the  demand  for  his  wares  being 
so  great  as  to  make  importation  a  matter  not  only  of 
advantage  but  necessity.  He  thus  became  the  first 
importer  of  iron  in  the  city.  He  took  into  partner- 
ship Messrs.  Joseph  and  Mark  Young,  the  former  of 
whom  now  conducts  the  business.  Mr.  Barber  was  in 
politics  a  Republican,  but  neither  a  strong  partisan 
nor  an  active  politician,  choosing  eligible  men  for 
oflice  irrespective  of  party.  He  was  a  public-spirited 
citizen,  and  actively  interested  in  matters  pertaining 
to  the  advancement  of  the  city  of  Allentown  and  her 
educational  and  municipal  interests.  In  religion  he 
was  a  member  of  Zion's  Reformed  Church,  as  was  also 
his  wife.  Mr.  Barber  visited  Europe  both  for  pleasure 
and  business,  having  intimate  relations  with  the  Shef- 
field cutlers,  who  bestowed  upon  him  many  polite  at- 
tentions. He  repaired  to  the  South  in  search  of  health 
in  1858,  and  survived  his  return  but  two  years.  His 
death  occurred  March  7,  1860. 


NATHAN    LAUDENSLAGBR. 
George  H.  Laudenslager,  the  grandfather  of  Nathan, 
emigrated  from  Germany  about  the  year  1776,  and 
settled  in   Macungie  township,   then   Northampton 
County,  where  he  followed  the  weaver's  craft.     He 
married  Catherine  Agel,  and  had  four  sons  and  two 
daughters.    His  son,  Henry,  was  born  Oct.  28, 1790,  in 
the   present  Lehigh   County,   his   life   having  been 
chiefly  spent  in  Macungie  township  and  Allentown, 
to  which  city  he  removed  in  1831.     Here  his  death 
occurred  in  1871.     He  married  Lydia  Hamman,  of 
the  same  township,  to  whom  were  born  children,— 
Nathan,  Catherine,  Susan,  Sally,  Henry,  Charles,  and 
Elizabeth.     Nathan  was  born  July  5,  1814,  in  Ma- 
cungie township,  where  his  youth  until  his  fifteenth 
year  was  spent.     He  then  removed  to  Bethlehem  and 
became   an   apprentice  to  the  trade  of  a  tinsmith, 
which  was  continued  in  Allentown  until  1838,  when 
he  sold  his  business  and  purchased  a  half-interest  in 
the  Allentown  Gas-Light  Company,  meanwhile  man- 
ufacturing and  supplying  the  city  with  gas.     Under 
his  management  the  works   were  enlarged,  and  the 
property  greatly  improved.     In  1871  the  interest  pur- 
chased by  him  was  sold  for  ten  times  its  original  coat, 
and  Mr.  Laudenslager  retired  from  active  business, 
though  still  identified  with  the  Catasauqua  National 
Bank  as  a  director.     He  was  married  in  July,  1834, 
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to  Miss  Kebecca,  daughter  of  Abram  Horn,  of  Allen- 
town,  to  whom  were  born  children, — George  H.,  Wil- 
liam A.,  Charles  L.,  Mary,  Eliza  (Mrs.  George  Seis- 
love),  and  Sally  (Mrs.  Charles  H.  Edwards).  Mr. 
Laudenslager  is  in  politics  a  Democrat,  but  has  as- 
pired to  no  office  other  than  that  of  water  commis- 
sioner, which  he  held  for  four  successive  years.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  German  Eeformed  Church,  as  was 
also  his  wife,  whose  death  occurred  June  3,  1888. 
He  is  an  active  Odd-Fellow,  member  of  Allen  Lodge, 
No.  71,  of  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  of  Union  Encampment, 
No.  12,  of  which  he  has  been  for  thirty-three  years 
treasurer. 


EDAVARD    B.   YOUNG. 


Edward  B.  Young,  the  grandson  of  Christian  and 
Catherine  Young,  and  the  son  of  Joseph  Young  and 
his  wife,  Hannah  Blumer,  was  born  in  Allentown  on 
the  6th  of  September,  1836.  He  was  educated  at  the 
Allentown  Seminary,  then  under  the  administration  of 
Rev.  Dr.  Kessler,  and  as  a  school-boy  he  was  distin- 
guished for  his  close  application  to  his  studies  and  the 
high  sense  of  honor  which  characterized  him  through 
life.  When  between  fifteen  and  sixteen  years  of  age  he 
removed  to  Bellefonte,  Centre  Co.,  Pa.,  and  served  an 
apprenticeship  of  nearly  three  years  at  watchmaking, 
which  trade  he  never  followed,  having  been  called  home 
to  enter  the  hardware  house  of  Barber,  Young  &  Co. 
He  remained  with  this  firm  as  general  clerk  and  sales- 
man until  1860,  when  he  was  admitted  as  a  partner, 
and  continued  so  until  his  death.  As  a  business  man 
he  was  prompt,  energetic,  and  enterprising.  In  Feb-\ 
ruary,  1860,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  A.  Kuhns, 
daughter  of  the  long-since  deceased  Peter  Kuhns. 
One  daughter  and  two  sons  are  the  children  of  this 
marriage. 

Col.  Young's  career  as  a  citizen  is  one  reflecting 
honor  and  credit  upon  himself  and  his  native  city. 
All  matters  affecting  the  welfare  of  the  city,  State, 
and  country  had  his  active  support,  and  all  the  public 
trusts  reposed  in  him  were  sacredly  guarded.  As  a 
citizen  he  was  progressive,  public-spirited,  and  liberal. 
He  served  the  Second  Ward  of  Allentown  in  Select 
Council,  and  in  various  other  capacities.  For  many 
years  he  was  the  treasurer  of  the  Columbia  Fire  Com- 
pany, and  felt  a  great  interest  and  pride  in  the  excel- 
lent fire  department.  In  1862,  when  the  rebels  first 
invaded  Pennsylvania,  he  entered  the  service  with  the 
State  militia,  and  in  June,  1863,  on  the  second  inva- 
sion, enlisted  as  second  lieutenant  in  Co.  H,  Twenty- 
seventh  Pennsylvania  Militia.  This  regiment  was 
subsequently  mustered  into  the  United  States  service, 
and  joined  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  at  Waynesboro. 
In  the  engagement  at  Wrightsville,  Lieut.  Young 
showed  great  coolness  and  bravery. 

Whatever  services  Col.  Young  may  have  rendered 
his  fellow-citizens  and  country,  it  is  as  mayor  of  Al- 


lentown that  he  is  held  in  the  highest  esteem.  In  the 
spring  of  1876,  after  a  stubborn  contest,  he  was  elected 
by  a  majority  of  sixty-nine.  His  administration  of 
the  office  demonstrated  the  wisdom  of  his  election. 
As  the  "  Centennial  mayor"  he  gave  the  city  a  mu- 
nicipal government  which  was  eminently  judicious 
and  successful.  During  the  memorable  labor  riots  of 
1877,  Mayor  Young  displayed  those  desirable  quali- 
ties which  great  emergencies  call  forth.  By  his  in- 
flexible will,  cool  determination,  and  wise  forethought 
he  saved  the  city  from  scenes  of  violence  and  blood- 
shed which  marked  the  suppression  of  the  riots  in 
other  cities  of  the  State.  He  saw  the  gravity  of  the 
situation,  and  saved  Allentown  from  the  turbulent 
scenes  which  might  have  followed  the  administ»ation 
of  a  less  determined  man. 

Col.  Young  was  a  man  of  more  than  local  reputa- 
tion. He  was  one  of  the  prominent  men  of  the  State. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  staff  of  Governors  Hartranft 
and  Hoyt.  He  represented  Lehigh  County  in  the 
Republican  State  Central  Committee,  and  for  a  num- 
ber of  years  was  chairman  of  the  Republican  County 
Executive  Committee.  He  was  a  delegate  to  the  Na- 
tional Convention  at  Cincinnati  in  1876,  and  fre- 
quently represented  the  county  as  delegate  at  State 
conventions.  As  a  politician  he  was  active  and  en- 
thusiastic, contributing  liberally  of  his  means  to  the 
successful  termination  of  campaigns.  He  was  one  of 
the  best  workers  in  the  Republican  party,  free  and 
outspoken  in  his  convictions,  and  commanded  the 
respect  of  his  political  opponents. 

Col.  Young's  standing  in  the  Masonic  order  was 
very  exalted.  He  had  conferred  upon  him  the  thirty- 
second  degree  by  the  Philadelphia  Consistory.  He 
was  a  member  of  Barger  Lodge,  Allen  Chapter,  Allen 
Council,  and  Allen  Commandery,  and  a  past  officer 
of  each.  He  was  recognized  as  one  of  the  brightest 
Masons  in  the  State,  and  exercised  great  influence  in 
the  fraternity. 

He  was  an  active  member  of  the  Grand  Army  of 
the  Republic,  and  one  of  the  originators  of  Post  87, 
of  this  city,  now  E.  B.  Young  Post,  of  which  he  was 
the  first  commander.  At  the  time  of  his  death  he  was 
quartermaster  of  the  post.  He  was  also  an  ex-member 
of  the  Council  of  Administration  of  the  State  Depart- 
ment, Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  and  represented 
his  post  at  many  encampments. 

In  the  capacity  of  prison  inspector  he  exercised  the 
same  excellent  qualities  that  characterized  all  his 
business  and  administrative  relations,  and  demon- 
strated the  fitness  of  his  appointment. 

He  was  a  supporter  and  trustee  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  and  ever  ready  to  liberally  aid  the  cause  of 
Christianity  and  morality. 

The  death  of  Col.  Young  occurred  Dec.  30, 1879, 
in  his  forty-fourth  year. 
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iMARTIN  KEMMBRER. 
Mr.  Kemmerer  is  both  on  the  paternal  and  mater- 
nal side  of  German  descent,  the  families  having  been 
very  early  settlers  in  the  State  and  county.  His 
grandfather,  Henry  Kemmerer,  resided  in  Salisbury 
township,  where  he  cultivated  a  farm.  His  children 
were  Jacob,  George,  John,  Adam,  Henry,  Martin,  and 
three  daughters.  Martin,  the  youngest  of  these  sons, 
married  Deborah  Walter,  and  had  children, — Maria 
(Mrs.  Adam  Laudenschlager),  Philip,  Henry,  David, 
Solomon,  Martin,  and  Daniel.  Mr.  Kemmerer  removed 
in  1821  to  Upper  Milford  township,  where  his  death 
occurred  in  1854.  His  son,  Martin,  was  born  in  Salis- 
bury township,  Dec.  28,  1818,  and  at  an  early  age  re- 
moved to  Upper  Milford.  Here  he  enjoyed  but 
meagre  advantages  of  education,  and  until  his 
twentieth  year  found  active  employment  on  the  farm 
of  his  father.  He  then  sought  a  broader  field  of  ac- 
tivity in  the  West,  and,  making  Ohio  his  residence,  en- 
gaged for  a  while  in  traffic.  On  returning  he  was 
married  to  Miss  Sarah,  daughter  of  J.  W.  Bruner,  of 
Upper  Milford  township,  whose  children  are  William 
(deceased),  Mary  Ann  (Mrs.  Jacob  M.  Backenstoe,  of 
Salisbury  township),  Sarah  A.  (Mrs.  Philip  B.  Kem- 
merer, of  Illinois),  Leah  (Mrs.  Thomas  Leidy,  of  Berks 
County),  and  Martin  (deceased).  In  1842  Mr.  Kem- 
merer purchased  the  homestead  farm  and  engaged  for 
twenty-four  years  in  its  cultivation  and  improvement 
and  in  the  business  of  mining  and  lumbering,  after 
which,  in  1867,  he  removed  to  AUentown,  his  present 
residence.  Here  he  is  occupied  in  the  purchase  and 
sale  of  real  estate  on  a  considerable  scale.  He  is  in- 
terested in  many  of  the  important  business  ventures 
of  the  city,  as  vice-president  and  director  of  the  Second 
National  Bank  of  AUentown,  director  of  the  Lehigh 
Furnace,  etc.  In  politics  he  is  a  stanch  Republican, 
and  in  1845  was  in  a  township  largely  Democratic 
elected  justice  of  the  peace,  and  served  during  an  ex- 
tended period  of  twenty  years.  Other  offices  of  minor 
importance  have  at  various  times  been  held  by  him. 
Mr.  Kemmerer  is  in  his  religious  faith  a  Lutheran, 
and  member  of  St.  Michael's  Lutheran  Church  of 
AUentown. 

MICHAEL  D.  EBERHARD. 
The  Eberhard  family  are  of  German  descent.  The 
grandfather  of  the  subject  of  this  biographical  sketch 
was  Michael,  whose  son,  Henry,  married  Miss  Anna 
Maria  Dubbs,  who  was  the  mother  of  three  children, 
Michael  D.,  Jacob,  and  Catherine  (Mrs.  Charles  F. 
Dickenshied).  Michael  D.  was  born  on  the  20th  of 
September,  1796,  in  Upper  Milford  township,  Lehigh 
Co.  (then  Northampton  County),  and  removed  with 
his  father  in  1810  to  AUentown.  His  earliest  advan- 
tages of  education  were  received  at  a  school  in  the 
vicinity  of  his  home,  after  which  he  pursued  his  studies 
in  Philadelphia.  He  then  engaged  in  teaching,  and 
being  also  proficient  in  music,  became  a  musical  in- 


structor and  an  organist.  This  profession  he  followed 
for  many  years,  and  later  embarked  in  the  lumber 
business,  which  was  continued  for  several  years. 

Mr.  Eberhard  was  married,  in  1821,  to  Miss  Eliza- 
beth Knepply,  daughter  of  Matthew  Knepply,  of 
Upper  Saucon,  Lehigh  Co.  Their  only  child  is  a 
daughter,  Maria  E.,  now  residing  with  her  father. 
The  death  of  Mrs.  Eberhard  occurred  on  the  1st  of 
October,  1879.  Mr.  Eberhard  has  been,  since  the 
organization  of  the  party,  an  active  Republican,  and 
though  not  an  aspirant  for  position,  has  held  several 
minor  offices  in  the  city  of  AUentown.  He  was  for- 
merly a  director  of  the  Northampton  Bank,  and  other- 
wise interested  in  public  and  business  measures.  Mr. 
Eberhard  is  in  religion  a  member  of  Zion's  German 
Reformed  Church,  in  which  he  has  officiated  as  elder 
and  was  for  many  years  treasurer. 


REV.  EDWIN   "WILSON    HUTTER,  D.D. 

Edwin  Wilson  Hutter,  who  was  named  for  his  ma- 
ternal grandfather,  James  Wilson,  was  the  son  of 
Charles  L.  and  Mary  Wilson  Hutter.  He  was  of 
German  ancestry,  and  born  in  AUentown,  Lehigh 
Co.,  Pa.,  Sept.  12,  1813.  His  grandfather.  Christian 
Jacob  Hutter,  settled  in  Lancaster  before  the  Revo- 
lution, but  later  in  life  removed  to  Easton,  where  he 
established  the  Sentinel  newspaper,  and  where  Charles 
L.,  the  father  of  Edwin  W.  Hutter,  was  born.  In 
1811,  Charles  L.  Hutter  removed  to  AUentown,  and 
continued  the  publication  of  the  Republikaner,  which 
had  been  started  by  his  father.  Upon  the  death  of 
Charles  L.  Hutter,  Edwin  W.  Hutter  returned  from 
school  at  Nazareth,  and  at  the  age  of  sixteen  took  the 
editorship  of  his  father's  papers, — the  Independent 
Republikaner  and  the  Lehigh  Herald,  and  at  the  same 
time  assumed  a  parental  relation  towards  a  large 
family  of  younger  brothers  and  sisters. 

While  yet  in  his  minority  Mr.  Hutter  was  ap- 
pointed, in  1832,  by  Governor  Wolf,  prothonotary  of 
Lehigh  County,  and  afterwards,  by  Amos  Kendall, 
postmaster  of  AUentown.  He  continued  in  the  latter 
position  until  1839,  when,  under  the  administration 
of  Governor  Porter,  he  accepted  a  position  in  the 
Surveyor-General's  office  at  Harrisburg.  He  was 
next  called  to  the  editorship  of  the  Keystone.  While 
at  Harrisburg  he  established  a  German  paper, — the 
Pennsylva?iia  Staat  Zeitung,  and  was  elected  State 
printer  two  successive  terms.  He  next  became  editor 
of  the  Democratic  Union,  the  organ  of  that  party,  and 
at  the  beginning  of  Governor  Porter's  second  term 
was  appointed  deputy  secretary  under  Hon.  Anson 
V.  Parsons,  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth.  At  the 
commencement  of  President  Polk's  administration 
Mr.  Hutter  removed  to  Washington,  where  he  was 
for  three  years  private  secretary  to  Hon.  James  Bu- 
chanan, then  Secretary  of  State,  at  the  close  of  which 
he  returned  to  Pennsylvania,  and  became  the  editor 
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and  proprietor  of  the  Lancaster  Intelligencer  and  Jour- 
nal. During  his  connection  with  the  Intelligencer  he 
delivered  a  eulogy  upon  Mr.  Polk,  which  was  praised 
for  its  grace  and  the  ability  displayed,  and  was  re- 
published in  several  newspapers.  Before  Mr.  Hut- 
ter  decided  to  enter  the  ministry,  as  an  inducement 
to  keep  him  in  political  life.  President  Polk  offered 
him  the  position  of  minister  to  Rome,  which  he  de- 
clined. 

He  was  married  to  Miss  Elizabeth  E.  Shindel, 
daughter  of  Col.  Jacob  and  Elizabeth  Shindel,  and 
granddaughter  of  Baron  Peter  Shindel,  of  Lebanon, 
Lebanon  Co.,  Pa.,  though  natives  of  Germany.  Their 
children  were  two  sons, — Christian  Jacob,  who  lived 
to  be  two  years  and  twenty-four  days  old,  and  James 
Buchanan,  whose  godfather  was  James  Buchanan,  ex- 
President  of  the  United  States,  who  died  when  three 
years  and  a  half  old.  On  the  death  of  these  children 
Mr.  Hutter  felt  impelled  to  devote  the  remainder  of 
his  life  to  the  preaching  of  the  gospel. 

In  the  summer  of  1849  he  was  urged  by  the  Lutheran 
Board  of  Publication,  at  Baltimore,  to  take  charge  of 
the  Lutheran  Book  Concern,  and  to  assist  in  conduct- 
ing the  Lutheran  Observer,  to  which  he  assented,  read- 
ing theology,  in  the  intervals,  under  Kev.  Benjamin 
Kurtz,  D.D.,  its  senior  editor.  He  was  licensed  to 
preach  by  the  Synod  of  Pennsylvania  (the  mother 
Synod  of  the  Lutheran  Church),  at  Pottsville,  June, 
1850,  and  preached  one  of  his  first  sermons  at  Allen- 
town.  During  the  summer  he  visited  Philadelphia, 
and  preached  two  sermons  in  the  old  Pine  Street 
Presbyterian  Church,  where  he  was  heard  by  some  of 
the  members  of  St.  Matthew's  Church,  at  whose  in- 
stance he  was  invited  to  preach  in  the  pulpit  of  the 
latter,  which  had  shortly  before  become  vacated  by 
the  resignation  of  Dr.  Stork.  The  discourse  was  so 
satisfactory  to  the  congregation  that  on  the  following 
day  they  convened  a  meeting,  and  extended  to  Mr. 
Hutter  a  unanimous  call,  which  he  accepted,  and 
entered  upon  his  pastoral  duties  early  in  September, 
1850,  where  he  continued  to  labor  until  his  death. 

As  a  marked  evidence  of  his  sincerity  it  may  be 
mentioned  that  in  accepting  his  first  and  only  call  the 
question  of  salary  was  a  matter  of  no  moment  to  him. 

Immediately  before  he  accepted  the  ministry  of  St. 
Matthew's  a  colony  of  some  forty  families  had  gone 
out  from  it,  with  Rev.  Dr.  Stork,  to  Spring  Garden 
and  Thirteenth  Streets,  but  these  vacancies  wore 
speedily  filled,  and  during  Mr.  Hutter's  ministration 
over  eight  hundred  members  were  added  to  the  church. 
All  the  indebtedness  was  extinguished,  and  several 
Lutheran  churches  in  the  city  have  grown  out  of  the 
missions  originating  under  his  ministrations. 

The  numerical  growth  and  financial  condition  of 
St.  Matthew's  have  been  such  that  at  various  times  in 
its  history  it  has  been  instrumental,  through  its  mem- 
bers, in  originating  and  establishing  other  prosperous 
church  enterprises.  St.  Mark's,  on  Spring  Garden 
Street,  near  Thirteenth  ;  St.  Luke's,  on  Fourth  Street 


near  Thompson;  St.  Peter's,  on  Reed  Street,  near 
Ninth  ;  Grace  Church,  Spring  Garden  and  Thirty- 
fifth  Streets;  and  Messiah,  Sixteenth  and  Jefierson 
Streets,  were  severally  started  and  fostered  by  this 
congregation.  Together  with  the  parent  church  these 
congregations  are  all  in  a  growing  condition. 

In  addition  to  his  other  labors,  Mr.  Hutter  was  one 
of  the  editors  of  the  Lutheran  Observer  from  1857  to 
1870,  and  upon  the  death  of  Rev.  Benjamin  Kurtz,  on 
Dec.  24,  1865,  pronounced  the  eulogy  on  his  life  and 
character,  at  Selinsgrove,  Pa. 

Mr.  Hutter  was  much  opposed  to  the  dissolution  of 
the  Union,  and  equally  energetic  in  his  opposition  to 
the  war,  preaching  strong  and  powerful  sermons  in 
defense  of  the  Union,  which  were  extensively  printed 
in  the  leading  papers  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia  and 
throughout  the  Slate.  But  when  the  conflict  seemed 
inevitable,  he  assumed  a  decided  position  as  an  ad- 
herent of  the  government  and  the  flag  which  was  so 
dear  to  his  heart.  During  the  most  memorable  days 
of  the  struggle  he  did  much  to  relieve  the  sick  and 
wounded  soldiers,  laboring  upon  the  battle-field  of 
Gettysburg,  where,  with  characteristic  kindness,  he 
ministered  alike  to  Union  and  disunion  soldiers. 

At  the  first  battle  of  Bull  Run  President  Lincoln 
telegraphed  for  Mr.  Hutter,  who  with  his  wife  first 
passed  through  the  Union  lines.  He  enjoyed  the 
confidence  and  respect  of  the  President,  who  often 
summoned  him  for  consultation.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hutter 
frequently  visited  the  sick  and  wounded  soldiers  in 
the  hospitals  at  Washington,  through  the  Shenandoah 
Valley,  and  at  City  Point,  distributing  money,  food, 
and  clothing,  and  doing  much  by  their  presence  to 
soothe  and  cheer  the  sufferers.  Mr!  Hutter  was  one 
of  the  managers  of  the  Refreshment  Saloon,  which 
fed  many  thousand  soldiers  on  their  way  to  the  battle- 
field. He  was  one  of  the  originators  of  the  Soldiers' 
Orphan  Schools  throughout  the  State,  and  in  frequent 
consultation  with  Governor  Curtin.  He  was  one  of 
the  founders  of  the  Industrial  Home  for  Blind  Women. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  the 
Northern  Home  for  Friendless  Children  and  Soldiers' 
and  Sailors'  Orphans,  and  dedicated  the  first  Soldiers' 
Orphan  School  in  America.  By  order  of  the  board  of 
trustees  of  this  institution  his  bust  in  marble  was 
placed  in  the  large  committee-room  of  the  building. 
There  is  also  erected  in  the  large  chapel  of  the  Home 
a  memorial  window,  depicting  the  ascension  with  the 
inscription,  "  He  being  dead  yet  speaketh."  He  left 
Lehigh  County  in  1839,  and  labored  successfully  for 
the  last  twenty-three  years  of  his  life  in  Philadelphia, 
but  ever  maintained  the  warmest  attachment  for  the 
county  of  his  birth  and  the  friends  of  his  youth. 

In  1868,  Mr.  Hutter  received  the  degree  of  Doctor 
of  Divinity  from  the  Pennsylvania  College  at  Gettys- 
burg. In  1871  his  health  began  to  fail  in  conse- 
quence of  his  severe  and  too  often  self-imposed  labors 
in  his  parish.  Nothing  was  too  hazardous  or  trying 
in  aid  of  his  church.     In  the  pulpit,  in  the  Sunday- 
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school,  and  especially  among  the  poor  and  infirm,  the 
sick  and  the  dying,  as  friend  and  counselor,  he  was 
ever  ready,  never  thinking  of  himself  or  his  personal 
comfort.  He  was  a  prodigious  worker,  and  spoke  Eng- 
lish and  German  with  uncommon  facility.  In  society 
he  was  agreea,ble  and  refined,  especially  among  people 
of  learning.  He  had  a  rich  fund  of  humor,  and  his 
short  newspaper  paragraphs  abounded  in  wit.  A  deep 
thinker  and  a  close  reader,  he  gave  tone  and  dignity 
to  everything  he  discussed,  and  all  the  newspapers  he 
conducted  were  marked  by  his  strong  and  vigorous 
style. 

The  death  of  Dr.  Hutter  occurred  Sept.  21,  1873,  in 
his  sixty-first  year.  His  remains  are  buried  in  Laurel 
Hill  Cemetery,  Philadelphia. 


same  place),  the  Allen  Fire  Insurance  Company, 
and  member  of  the  Board  of  Trade  of  AUentown. 
In  politics  he  is  a  Republican,  and  as  the  candidate 
of  that  party  was  elected  to  the  office  of  mayor  of 
Allentown  in  1884.  Mr.  Shimer  was  married,  Oct. 
31,  1853,  to  Miss  Ann  Catherine,  daughter  of  Charles 
and  Julia  Kramer,  of  Allentown.  Their  children 
are  Alice  M.  (wife  of  Dr.  J.  D.  Christman)  and  Edgar 
C.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Shimer  and  their  children  are  mem- 
bers of  St.  John's  Lutheran  Church  of  Allentown. 


CHAPTER    XXII. 


EDWARD  S.  SHIMER. 

The  pioneer  of  the  Shimer  family  was  Daniel,  who 
emigrated  from  Germany  at  an  early  date.  Among 
his  sons  was  Adam,  whose  son  Jacob  was  the  great- 
grandfather of  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  He  settled 
at  Shimersville,  in  Upper  Milford  township,  Lehigh 
Co.  Among  his  sons  was  John,  born  on  the  home- 
stead where  he  resided.  He  was  by  occupation  a 
farmer,  and  also  officiated  as  the  justice  of  his  town- 
ship. He  married  Sally  Van  Buskirk,  and  had  chil- 
dren,— Jacob  B.,  John  B.,  Charles  B.,  Auguot  B.,  and 
two  daughters.  Charles  B.  cultivated  the  homestead 
farm,  where  his  life  was  spent.  He  married  Anna 
Schantz,  of  Whitehall  township,  to  whom  were  born 
children, — eight  sons  and  two  daughters. 

The  birth  of  Edward  S.,  the  third  child,  occurred 
at  Shimersville,  July  13,  1832.  He  was  instructed  in 
the  rudiments  of  English  at  the  school  near  his  home, 
and  later  became  a  pupil  of  the  seminary  at  Stewards- 
ville,  N.  J.  His  business  career  soon  after  began  as 
a  clerk  at  Emaus  and  Shimersville,  a  brief  period 
having  been  spent  at  each  place.  At  the  age  of  sev- 
enteen he  removed  to  Allentown,  since  that  time  his 
residence,  where  he  spent  three  years  in  the  store  of 
H.  Guth  &  Co.  He  next  became  a  clerk  for  Messrs. 
Grim  &  Reninger,  with  whom,  after  a  service  of  five 
years,  he  was  admitted  as  a  partner.  At  the  expira- 
tion of  the  second  year  the  firm  became — by  the 
retirement  of  Mr.  Grim — Messrs.  Reninger  &  Shimer, 
and  later  E.  8.  Shimer  &  Co. 

After  a  business  association  embracing  a  period  of 
twenty-eight  years,  and  involving  numerous  changes, 
he  established  in  1879  a  house  for  the  sale  of  carpets, 
oilcloths,  etc.,  of  which  he  is  the  present  head.  Mr. 
Shimer  is  a  man  of  much  energy  and  determination, 
which,  with  clearness  of  judgment  and  a  well-balanced 
mind  disciplined  by  habits  of  acute  observation,  have 
been  the  important  levers  to  his  success  as  a  business 
man.  He  is  largely  identified  with  public  interests, 
as  trustee  of  Muhlenberg  College  (since  its  establish- 
ment), director  of  the  Millerstown  Bank  of  Macun- 
gie,  the  Millerstown   Iron  Company  (located  at  the 
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•  This  vigorous  little  Vulcan  of  the  valley  has  an 
interesting  history,  albeit  it  is  one  which  extends 
through  scarcely  more  than  twoscore  years.  It  owes 
its  origin  and  growth  to  the  successful  solution  of  the 
long-vexed  problem  of  how  to  make  iron  by  the  use 
of  anthracite  coal  as  fuel.  The  Lehigh  Crane  Iron 
Company  began  operations  here  in  1839,  with  David 
Thomas  as  their  superintendent.  They  sought  to 
make  iron  with  the  fuel  which  nature  had  placed 
in  vast  abundance  in  the  Lehigh  region,  succeeded  in 
a  degree  equal  to  their  most  sanguine  hopes,  and  the 
industry  established  by  the  company  built  up  a  town 
on  this  favored  spot  which  had  for  a  hundred  years 
been  farming  land,  its  owners  never  anticipating  the 
busy  scenes  to  be  enacted  upon  it. 

Cataaauqua  takes  its  name  from  the  creek  which 
empties  into  the  Lehigh  River  below  it,  though  this 
appellation  must  have  been  originally  applied  by  the 
Indians  to  some  tract  of  land  upon  its  banks,  for  it 
means  literally  "  dry  ground"  or  "  burnt  ground." 
It  is  not  improbable  that  it  was  a  term  used  to  desig- 
nate a  spot  which  the  aboriginal  inhabitants  swept 
with  fire  in  successive  years,  for  the  purpose  of  de- 
stroying the  undergrowth  that  they  might  better 
follow  the  chase.  Such  was  their  custom  in  many 
localities.  However  this  may  have  been,  we  find  the 
name  first  used  by  the  whites  to  designate  the  small 
stream  which  is  also  marked  on  some  old  maps  "  Mill 
Creek,"  from  the  fact  that  the  first  mill  in  the  neigh- 
borhood was  built  upon  its  head-waters  by  Thomas 
Wilson  in  1735.  The  name  was  originally  spelled 
"  Catasocque,"  but  it  is  probable  that  its  proper  pro- 
nunciation is  better  represented  by  the  present  or- 
thography. 

For  a  number  of  years  after  the  settlement  of  the 
town  it  was  called  Craneville,  in  honor  of  the  Welsh 
ironmaster  with  whom  David  Thomas,  the  father  of 
the  works,  established  here,  had  been  associated  in 
making  his  experiments  with  anthracite  coal  as  a  fur- 
nace fuel.  It  is  a  fact  not  commonly  known  that  in 
1845,  when  the  idea  of  making  a  change  was  agitated, 
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the  name  "  Sideropolis"  was  suggested  as  the  name  of 
the  village,  and  actually  used  for  a  brief  season. 
This  Greek  name  meant  Iron  City.  Application  is 
said  to  have  been  made  to  the  Postmaster-General  to 
have  the  post-office  name  also  changed  from  Crane- 
ville  to  "Sideropolis,"  but  if  such  petition  was  ever 
made  it  was  not  granted,  and  shortly  afterwards  the 
soft  and  musical  Indian  appellation  was  happily 
adopted. 

Origin  of  Land  Title.' — The  town  is  situated  on  a 
portion  of  a  tract  of  land  containing  two  thousandseven 
hundred  and  twenty-three  acres,  and  part  of  a  tract 
of  ten  thousand  acres.  It  was  described  as  follows : 
"  Beginning  at  a  black  oak  standing  on  the  east  bank 
of  the  West  Branch  of  the  Delaware  [the  Lehigh  is 
always  called  the  West  Branch  of  the  Delaware  in  old 
land  warrants]  (about  two  hundred  perches  in  a  north- 
erly direction  from  the  northern  point  of  the  large 
island  in  the  Lehigh  Eiver  (at  Allentown),  thence 
by  land  of  Caspar  Wistar  east  two  hundred  and  two 
perches  to  a  small  hickory ;  thence  by  vacant  land 
north  6°  47'  west  twelve  hundred  and  eighty-eight 
perches  to  a  post  in  a  line  of  John  Page's  other  land ; 
thence  by  the  same  and  land  of  William  Allen  west 
four  hundred  and  forty-two  perches  to  a  Cader  stand- 
ing on  ye  bank  of  said  West  Branch  (about  forty 
perches  in  a  southerly  direction  from  the  mouth  of 
Hockquandaugoa  Creek,  at  the  village  of  Stemton); 
thence  down  the  West  Branch,  the  several  courses 
thereof,  to  the  place  of  beginning,  containing  two 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  twenty-three  acres,  being 
part  of  ten  thousand  acres  devised  by  William  Penn 
unto  his  daughter  Lsetitia,  who  afterwards  intermar- 
ried with  William  Aubrey  of  the  city  of  London." 

The  ten  thousand  acre  tract  was  afterwards  trans- 
ferred by  William  and  Lsetitia  Aubrey  unto  John 
Kniglit  of  the  Liberty  of  Westminster,  in  the  county 
of  Middlesex,  England,  by  indenture  bearing  date  4th 
and  5th  November,  1724,  and  conveyed  by  them  to 
John  Page  of  Austin  Fryars,  London,  by  indenture 
bearing  date  4th  and  5tb  November,  1730.  The  title 
of  the  ten  thousand  acre  tract  was  perfected  on  the 
8th  and  9th  of  February,  1731,  by  indenture  tripartite 
made  between  William  and  Lsetitia  Aubrey,  of  the 
first  part,  John,  Thomas,  and  Richard  Penn,  of  the 
second  part,  and  John  Page,  of  the  third  part. 

The  two  thousand  seven  hundred  and  twenty-three 
acre  tract  was  surveyed  by  Nicholas  Scull,  Oct.  10, 
1736,  in  pursuance  of  a  warrant  dated  at  London,  Oct. 
10, 1731,  in  order  to  complete  the  residue  and  quantity 
of  land  conveyed  to  John  Page. 

The  patent  from  the  proprietaries  of  Pennsylvania 
erected  the  tract  into  a  manor  by  the  name  of  Chaw- 
ton,  and  granted  to  Page  and  his  heirs  the  power  to 
"  erect  and  constitute  within  the  said  manor  a  Court 
Baron,"  and  leave  "  to  have  and  to  hold  view  of 
Frank  Pledges  for  the  consideration  of  the  Peace," 

1  From  an  article  by  the  late  Jacob  Fatziuger. 


etc.,  in  consideration  of  which  Page  or  his  heirs  was 
to  yield  and  pay  to  the  proprietaries,  their  "  heirs 
and  successors,  one  Red  Rose  on  the  24th  of  June  in 
every  year  forever  hereafter  to  such  person  or  persons 
as  shall  be  from  time  to  time  appointed  to  receive  the 
same." 

John  Page,  by  his  will  bearing  date  July  18,  1741, 
devised  all  his  land  and  estate  in  Pennsylvania  to 
Evan  Patterson,  of  old  Broad  Street,  London,  who, 
by  letter  of  attorney  dated  July  7,  1750,  appointed 
William  Allen,  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  Wil- 
liam Webb,  of  the  county  of  Chester,  his  true  and 
lawful  attorneys,  to  bargain,  sell,  or  convey  any  lands 
in  his  manor. 

Among  the  names  of  the  early  settlers  and  pur- 
chasers of  this  tract  are  those  of  Thomas  Armstrong, 
Robert  Gibson,  Robert  Clendennin,  Joseph  Wright, 
John  Elliott,  Andrew  Mann,  George  Taylor,  and 
Nathaniel  Taylor. 

The  Armstrong  tract  contained  about  three  hun- 
dred and  thirty  acres,  the  greater  part  of  which  is 
now  owned  by  Jacob  Deily.  This  was  purchased  in 
1760  by  George  Taylor,  one  of  the  signers  of  the 
Declaration  of  Independence. 

Robert  Gibson's  tract  contained  one  hundred  and 
ninety-three  and  a  half  acres,  and  included  the  farm 
afterwards  owned  by  the  Fausts. 

That  portion  of  the  tract  which  constitutes  the 
Deily  farm,  adjoining  the  borough,  passed  into  the 
possession  of  one  Eddy,  of  Philadelphia,  about  1767. 
He  sold  to  George  Beisel,  who  transferred  it  to 
George  Geisinger  about  1814,  who  in  turn  sold  it  to 
his  son-in-law,  Jacob  Deily. 

That  portion  of  the  tract  on  which  the  greater  part 
of  the  town  is  built  appears  to  have  passed  into  the 
possession  of  Andrew  Hower,  and  Marks  John 
Biddle  secured  one  hundred  and  ninety  acres'  at 
sheriff's  sale  in  1795.  From  him  Frederick  Biery 
made  his  first  purchase  in  1805.  Biddle  also  sold 
some  portions  of  his  lands  to  Zeigler,  who  sold  to 
Biery  and  Kurtz.  Hower  retained  a  small  amount 
of  land  until  1823,  when  he  sold  to  John  Peters. 

Early  Residents. — Prior  to  the  establishment  of 
the  iron-works  the  locality  which  was  known  as 
Biery's  Port  was  settled  in  about  the  same  degree  as 
the  surrounding  country,  the  few  residents  being 
farmers,  with  one  or  two  exceptions.  There  were  but 
four  families  living  upon  the  ground  which  the  town 
now  covers,  the  Bierys,  Fausts,  Peters,  and  Breischs, 
and  of  these  one  family  (the  Fausts)  were  beyond  the 
present  borough  limits.  The  Deilys  lived  in  the  old 
stone  house  south  of  the  creek,  built  in  1767,  and  Mr. 
Kurtz  west  of  town,  on  the  farm  where  he  still 
resides. 

The  Bierys — Frederick  and  Henry — had  come  to 
the  locality  early  in  the  present  century,  and  bought 
the  stone  mill  now  owned  by  William  Younger,  who 
rebuilt  it  in  1869.  Henry  Biery  soon  removed  to 
New   York,  and   Frederick   remaining,   exerted  hi.'j 
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energy  in  making  many  improvements  in  the  neigh- 
borhood. He  carried  on  what  was  linown  as  Biery's 
Ferry,  and  in  1824  built  a  chain  bridge,  which  was 
swept  away  by  the  high  water  of  1841.  It  was  re- 
built the  same  year,  and  in  the'  progress  of  the  work 
Daniel  Tombler  received  injuries  from  which  he  died. 
This  bridge,  which  was  also  a  chaio  structure,  was 
destroyed  by  the  flood  of  1862,  and  the  present  struc- 
ture was  then  erected.  He  built  a  stone  tavern  (still 
standing  and  occupied  as  a  private  house)  in  1826, 
and  a  stone  building  of  the  same  material  (also  re- 
maining) in  1835 ;  also  the  stone  house  now  occupied 
by  James  Thomas.  Thug  a  little  cluster  of  buildings 
was  in  existence  at  the  east  end  of  Biery's  Bridge 
before  the  site  of  Catasauqua  had  been  chosen  for 
manufacturing  purposes.  Frederick  Biery  was  a  man 
of  ability,  industry,  and  good  character.  His  sons 
were  Daniel,  Jonas,  Solomon,  David,  and  William ; 
and  his  daughters  were  the  wives  of  N.  Snyder, 
Samuel  Koehler,  and  Jacob  Beihle.  Solomon,  whose 
widow  (Mary  Fredericks)  still  resides  in  Catasauqua, 
seems  to  have  inherited  his  father's  energy,  and  was 
during  his  whole  life  an  active  character.  He  carried 
on  the  tavern  for  many  years,  and  was  postmaster. 
Jonas,  who  was  engaged  in  the  lumber  trade,  is  now 
represented  in  the  town  by  a  son. 

John  Peters  lived  at  what  is  now  the  corner  of 
Bridge  and  Front  Streets,  and  this  spot  is  still  marked 
by  his  old  stone  barn.  He  moved  to  this  location  in 
1823  from  Heidelberg  (where  he  was  born  in  1799), 
and  bought  his  small  farm  of  Andrew  Hower,  at  first 
occupying  a  house  which  had  been  built  by  John 
Zoundt,  and  afterwards  erected  a  stone  dwelling.  He 
followed  weaving  for  nine  years,  and  was  one  of  the 
first  lock-tenders  for  the  Lehigh  Coal  and  Navigation 
Company.  In  1851  he  moved  away,  and  now  resides 
in  Allentown  with  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Owen  Schwartz. 

The  Faust  family,  of  which  we  have  made  mention, 
had  been  long  settled  where  Walter  Faust  now  lives, 
just  north  of  the  borough  boundary.  The  first  repre- 
sentative of  the  family  here  was  John  Philip  Faust, 
great-grandfather  of  the  present  occupant  of  the  prop- 
erty. Jonas,  his  son,  on  the  death  of  John  Philip, 
about  1831,  received  his  lands,  and,  dying  two  years 
later,  the  farm  was  accepted  at  its  appraised  value  of 
fifty  dollars  per  acre  by  his  son  Paul,  who  lived  upon 
it  until  his  death,  in  November,  1883.  A  portion  of 
his  land  was  divided  and  sold  in  town  lots. 

The  following  sketch  of  Paul  Faust  was  contributed 
by  Wm.  H.  Glace,  Esq.,  of  Catasauqua,  the  family  so- 
licitor : 

"  The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  Sept.  30, 
1809,  and  died  at  the  homestead  in  Allen  township, 
Northampton  Co.,  immediately  outside  of  the  limits 
of  the  borough  of  Catasauqua,  on  Nov.  12, 1883,  aged 
seventy-four  years,  one  month,  and  twelve  days. 

"  As  he  had  spent  his  whole  life  on  the  farm  where 
he  died,  and  as  all  that  portion  of  land  comprised  be- 
tween Bridge  Street,  west  of  the  Howertown  road,  up 


to  Swartz's  dam,  in  Allen  township,  at  one  time  be- 
longed to  him  or  to  his  ancestors,  with  the  exception 
of  about  eleven  acres,  which  belonged  to  Henry 
Breiach  and  was  sold  to  the  late  David  Thomas  about 
1847,  it  was  thought  a  brief  sketch  of  the  titles  as 
well  as  of  his  life  would  not  fail  to  prove  interesting 
to  at  least  some  of  the  older  residents  of  this  vicinity. 

"At  the  time  of  his  birth  and  early  manhood  the 
surrounding  country  was  but  thinly  settled,  his  near- 
est neighbors  on  the  south  beiog  John  Peters  and 
Frederick  Biery,  the  first  named  living  at  a  point 
near  thf  canal,  some  twenty  feet  north  of  the  plank 
walk  leading  to  the  canal  bridge,  the  old  barn  belong- 
ing to  his  place  still  standing  opposite  Beyer's  drug- 
store, while  those  on  the  north  were  Michael  Fenster- 
macher  and  John  Swartz ;  on  the  east  the  Kurtzes,  and 
on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river  the  Miller,  Mickley, 
Butz,  and  Biery  families.  His  great-grandfather, 
Henry  Faust,  purchased  the  farm — originally  one 
hundred  and  ninety-three  and  a  half  acres — of  Robert 
Gibson,  a  Scotch-Irish  settler,  who  owned  two  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  twenty-three  acres  in  Allen 
township,  embracing  all  that  land  from  a  point  near 
Bridge  Street  to  Stemton,  west  of  the  Howertown  road. 

"  Prior  to  the  Revolution  the  lands  hereabouts  on 
the  east  side  of  the  west  branch  of  the  Delaware,  as 
then  called,  was  all  owned  by  Scotch-Irish  settlers ; 
south  of  Bridge  Street  to  Taylor's  land  (now  Deily's) 
was  owned  by  Jos.  Wright;  that  east  of  Howertown 
road,  in  Hanover  township,  by  Robert  Clendennin, 
while  that  north  of  Gibson's  large  tract  being  owned 
by  Andrew  Mann. 

"  The  immense  immigration  from  the  Palatinate  at 
the  invitation  of  Penn  and  his  agents  in  the  early 
part  of  the  eighteenth  century,  as  well  as  the  large 
number  of  Hessians  who  settled  lower  down  the  river 
after  the  battle  of  Trenton,  began  to  crowd  out  the 
Irish  settlers  even  at  that  early  day,  until  now  there 
remains  but  few  of  the  broad  acres  of  Northampton 
County  in  the  possession  of  their  descendants. 

"  Their  large  farms  were  cut  up  in  smaller  tracts, 
and  under  the  stubborn  will,  patient  plodding,  and 
untiring  industry,  characteristic  of  the  race,  trans- 
ferred the  wilderness  and  forest  into  the  rich  agricul- 
tural lands  of  to-day. 

"Among  these  early  settlers  was  Henry  Faust, 
who  was  born  in  Albany  township,  Berks  Co.,  and 
was  the  son  of  one  of  two  brothers,  Bastian  or  John 
Faust,  who  had  landed  at  Philadelphia  at  an  early 
period  of  Penn's  emigration  from  the  Palatinate,  and 
settled  in  Berks  County.  He  died  April  14th,  1795, 
leaving  to  survive  him  a  widow  and  eight  children. 
The  eldest  son,  John  Philip,  the  grandfather  of  Paul 
Faust,  accepted  the  land  at  the  appraisement,  which 
was  calculated  in  pounds,  shillings,  and  pence. 

"He  built  the  old  stone  mansion,  still  in  good  con- 
dition, and  purchased  five  acres  which  was  afterwards 
sold  to  Mr.  Kratzer,  who  sold  to  John  Peter,  who,  in 
addition  to  managing  his  small  farm,  carried  on  the 
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business  of  weaving.  In  addition,  John  Philip  Faust 
purchased  five  acres  of  land  from  Yarrick  Eockel, 
being  the  land  now  bounded  by  Third,  Pine,  and 
Walnut  Streets  to  Howertown  road,  while  about  eleven 
acres  were  sold  to  the  Lehigh  Coal  and  Navigation 
Company  to  build  the  dam  and  canal  to  supersede  the 
floating  of  arks  of  coal  down  the  river. 

"  Upon  his  death,  July  12,  1832,  leaving  to  survive 
him  a  widow  and  four  children,  the  eldest  of  whom, 
Jonas  Faust,  accepted  the  land  at  the  appraisement 
at  fifty-five  dollars  per  acre,  being  the  upper  tract, 
while  Elizabeth  Knauss,  his  sister,  accepted  the 
lower  tract  of  sixty  acres,  and  soon  after  sold  to  John 
Peter,  who  thus  increased  his  acres  to  seventy-five, 
and  all  of  which,  less  some  lots  sold,  passed  into  the 
possession  of  the  late  David  Thomas  about  1850. 
Jonas  Faust  died  the  following  year,  after  acceptance 
of  the  farm,  leaving  to  survive  him  a  widow  and  seven 
children,  the  eldest,  Paul  Faust,  the  subject  of  our 
article,  accepted,  on  Jan.  24,  1834,  the  land  at  the 
appraisement  of  fifty  dollars  per  acre.  He  was  at  this 
time  twenty-four  years  of  age,  and  took  upon  himself 
a  burden  few,  at  that  time  of  scarcity  of  money  and 
poor  markets,  would  undertake,  and  a  less  sturdier 
man  would  have  despaired  of  retaining  the  land. 
For,  in  addition  to  the  recognizances  entered  into  to 
secure  his  brothers  and  sisters  their  share,  there  were 
those  of  his  father's  who  had  died  soon  after  his 
acceptance  of  the  land,  and  also  three  dowers,  viz. : 
His  great-grandmother,  Catharine,  widow  of  Henry 
Faust,  who  long  lived  on  the  place  in  a  small  house, 
long  afterwards  occupied  by  Jesse  Brown,  at  the  lower 
spring,  now  the  site  of  F.  W.  Wiut  &  Co.'s  planing- 
mill,  but  who  afterwards  remarried  to  a  farmer  named 
Huth,  and  died  at  an  advanced  age  in  Moore  town- 
ship, near  the  Blue  Mountain ;  the  dower  of  his  grand- 
mother, Barbara,  who  died  Oct.  4,  1842,  at  the  resi- 
dence of  her  daughter,  at  the  stone  mansion  still 
standing  near  the  entrance  of  the  bridge  across  the 
Lehigh  from  Stemton  to  Coplay;  the  dower  of  his 
mother,  who  subsequently  remarried  Henry  Breisch, 
and  is  remembered  by  the  earlier  residents,  who  occu- 
pied the  farm  of  eleven  acres  and  old  stone  house, 
lately  destroyed,  at  corner  of  Third  and  Bridge  Streets, 
which  was  owned  and  built  at  an  early  day  by  a  farmer 
named  Gross. 

"  The  late  David  Thomas  came  here  in  1839,  and 
the  town  of  Catasauqua  was  commenced,  but  it  was  a 
half-mile  across  the  fields  from  his  farm  to  the  works, 
with  the  Peter's  farm  between.  There  was  no  road 
where  Front  Street  now  is;  the  road  led  from  the  dam 
along  the  canal  west  of  the  house,  crossed  present 
Front  Street  where  Chapel  Street  intersects,  and  was 
laid  out  at  an  early  day  in  a  direction  due  east,  pass- 
ing where  the  chapel  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church 
stands,  and  along  north  side  of  the  Breisch  farm-house 
to  the  Howertown  road  where  it  intersects  with  the 
road  to  Bethlehem,  which  passes  the  farm-house  of 
Henry  Kurtz. 


"  Prior  to  1860,  Paul  Faust  had  sold  a  lot  to  the 
Catholic  Church,  and  a  few  others  south  of  Chapel 
Street,  on  Front  and  Second  Streets,  which  helped  him 
to  pay  ofi'  some'of  his  liabilities;  lots,  however,  were 
cheap,  and  it  was  not  until  1865  that  he  was  fairly  out 
of  debt.  The  last  dower  was  paid  off  in  1870  upon 
the  death  of  his  mother,  the  widow  of  Henry  Breisch, 
who  died  at  AUentown,  where  she  had  removed  with 
her  husband  at  the  time  of  sale  of  their  land  to  the 
late  David  Thomas,  about  1847,  the  previous  year,  at 
an  advanced  age. 

"  By  the  rapid  extension  of  the  town  northward,  at 
the  close  of  the  war,  the  deceased  sold  about  forty-five 
acres,  besides  the  new  canal  tract,  to  the  Lehigh  Coal 
and  Navigation  Company  for  town  lots,  the  greater 
portion  lying  in  Northampton  County,  and  at  the 
time  of  his  death  had  accumulated  considerable 
wealth,  his  land,  prior  to  the  panic  of  1873,  being 
valued  by  good  judges  at  seventy-five  thousand  dol- 
lars. 

"  He  was  the  oldest  of  seven  children,  the  others 
being  Joseph  Faust,  South  Whitehall ;  Reuben  Faust, 
Catasauqua  ;  David  Faust,  president  Union  National 
Bank  of  Philadelphia  ;  William  Faust,  of  AUentown, 
lately  deceased ;  Elizabeth  Laub,  Kreidersville ;  and 
Maria  Koch,  of  AUentown. 

"  Mr.  Faust  was  married,  Jan.  6,  1835,  to  Amelia 
Brenig,  who  was  born  Sept.  7,  1816,  in  Long  Swamp 
township,  Berks  Co.,  Pa.,  and  was  one  of  twelve  chil- 
dren, having  eight  sisters  and  three  brothers.  She 
was  the  daughter  of  George  Brenig  and  Polly  Wetzell. 
His  widow  resides  on  the  homestead,  and  the  five 
children,  viz..  Amy  Borger,  at  Peru,  111. ;  Walter,  on 
the  farm ;  Jane  Koehler,  in  Easton ;  and  M.  Alice 
and  Clara  B.,  with  their  mother. 

"  His  form  was  a  familiar  one  to  all  the  residents 
here,  and  he  possessed  strong  physical  and  mental 
characteristics,  which,  if  fortune  had  smiled  more 
kindly  upon  him  in  his  earlier  years,  would  have 
made  him  a  successful  man  in  any  sphere  of  life  he 
might  have  chosen.  Of  more  than  average  size,  a  posi- 
tive man  of  strong  likes  and  dislikes,  his  confidence 
was  slow  to  obtain,  but  when  once  gained  it  could 
not  easily  be  shaken.  His  nature  was  too  kind  and 
easy,  however,  for  that  of  a  successful  financier,  and 
he  was  often  imposed  upon  in  monetary  matters  by 
designing,  unscrupulous  men,  as  he  was  loath  to  im- 
pute dishonesty  to  any  one.  He  had  strong  domestic 
tastes,  was  retiring  in  his  habits,  and  his  life  was  a  sin- 
gularly pure  one, — a  man  of  few  words,  good  judgment, 
and  none  can  say  that  he  was  ever  heard  to  speak  dis- 
paragingly of  or  to  his  fellow-men.  Of  methodical 
habits,  careful  in  all  his  transactions,  leaving  a  record 
with  his  vouchers,  and  papers  carefully  kept  and  filed 
away,  slow  to  make  a  promise,  yet  when  once  made, 
he  thought  it  his  conscientious  duty  to  perform  it, 
though  at  great  pecuniary  sacrifice. 

"  All  of  the  original  land-owners  here  when  the 
iron-works  were  first  started  have  now  passed  away, 
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except  John  Peters,  who  resides  at  AUentown,  and 
Henry  Kurtz,  who,  at  a  good  old  age,  resides  upon 
his  farm  in  Hanover  township." 

Henry  Breisch,  who  was  a  stone-mason,  lived 
where  Dr.  Daniel  Yoder  now  does,  and  owned  ten 
acres  of  land  surrounding  his  humble  home.  At  the 
time  the  town  was  laid  out  a  road  extended  up  the 
hill  from  the  Faust  farm-house,  past  Breisoh's  home, 
and  onward  to  the  Howertown  road.  The  land  on 
the  gentle  slope,  where  are  now  the  best  residences  of 
Oatasauqua,  was  in  part  tilled  and  in  part  rough  pas- 
ture land,  in  many  places  overgrown  with  brush  and 
trees. 

Among  the  first  settlers  after  the  establishment  of 
the  iron-works  were  the  Williams  family,  the  Fullers, 
James  Lackey,  Samuel  Glace,  Joshua  Hunt,  Joseph 
Laubach,  Peter  Laux,  Charles  G.  Schneller,  and  Na- 
than Fegley. 

David  Williams,  father  of  Thomas  (who  was  killed 
on  the  railroad  in  1872),  of  David  (now  superintend- 
ent of  the  Union  Foundry),  of  John  (cashier  of  the 
Crane  Iron-Works),  and  of  Oliver  (president  of  the 
Catasauqua  Manufacturing  Company),  came  here  in 
1840  from  Wales,  and  took  a  contract  for  moulding 
with  the  Crane  Company.    His  death  occurred  in  1845. 

James  W.  Fuller,  father  of  the  well-known  citizens 
Orange  M.,  James  W.,  Abbott  F.,  and  Clinton  H., 
came  from  Freemansburg  in  1842,  and  died  in  Cata- 
sauqua thirty  years  later.  He  was  a  contractor  and 
merchant.  Four  brothers  of  James  W.  Fuller  (Charles 
D.,  George  W.,  Abbott,  and  Orlando)  became  resi- 
dents of  the  town,  and  their  father,  Chauncy  D.  Ful- 
ler, also  settled  here.  He  was  a  popular  justice,  and 
long  in  office.  He  died  in  1867.  Of  his  sous,  only 
one  is  living, — Orlando,  who  is  located  in  Bethlehem. 

Samuel  Glace,  of  Luzerne  County,  who  had  been 
engaged  with  the  Lehigh  Coal  and  Navigation  Com- 
pany as  early  as  1828,  entered  the  employ  of  the 
Crane  Iron  Company  in  1842,  and  settled  here  in  that 
year.  He  is  still  living,  a  hale  and  well-preserved 
man.  William  H.  Glace,  Esq.,  is  his  son,  and  Mrs. 
Dr.  Yoder  his  daughter. 

Joshua  Hunt,  a  native  of  Chester  County,  came 
here  in  1843,  as  the  book-keeper  of  the  Crane  Iron 
Company. 

James  Lackey,  a  native  of  Reading,  came  to  Cata- 
sauqua about  the  time  the  operations  were  commenced 
which  developed  the  town,  and  was  the  first  merchant 
drawn  hither  by  those  operations.  The  Bierys  and  a 
man  named  Neilly  had,  however,  previously  kept  store 
here.  Mr.  Lackey  had  his  stock  of  goods  in  a  small 
frame  house  at  first,  and  afterwards  in  the  stone  house 
where  George  Deily  now  lives.  He  remained  in  Cat- 
asauqua until  1858,  when,  having  been  elected  pro- 
thonotary,  he  removed  to  AUentown,  where  be  now 
resides.  One  of  his  daughters  (Mary  Margaret)  mar- 
ried Esaias  Kehrig,  now  president  of  the  AUentown 
National  Bank,  who  carried  on  boat-building  and  the 
mercantile  business  in  Catasauqua  from  1852  to  1858. 


Nathan  Fegley  came  to  the  promising  new  town 
soon  after  Mr.  Lackey,  and  opened  a  store  where  Cor- 
win  &  Bro.  now  do  business.  Afterwards  he  kept  a 
temperance  hotel,  and  in  addition  to  his  mercantile 
business  opened  the  first  lumber-  and  coal-yard  in 
Catasauqua.  He  left  in  1854,  and  his  store  passed 
into  the  possession  of  Weaver,  Mickley  &  Co.,  a  firm 
which  was  composed  of  V.  Weaver,  Edwin  Mickley, 
Samuel  Thomas,  and  John  Thomas. 

In  1847,  Joseph  Laubach  came  here  from  Allen 
township,  Northampton  Co.,  and  opened  a  store  near 
Biery's  Bridge.  In  1850  he  bought  his  present  prop- 
erty, and  two  years  later  opened  the  Eagle  House, 
which  was  the  first  hotel  after  that  carried  on  by  the 
Bierys.  In  this  connection  we  will  add  that  the  Cat- 
asauqua House,  of  which  Alfred  S.  Fry  is  proprietor, 
was  built  by  Jesse  Knauss  about  the  same  time  that 
Mr.  Laubach  became  a  Boniface,  and  that  the  present 
American  House,  of  which  C.  F.  Bogh  is  landlord, 
was  built  by  Solomon  Biery  in  1856,  while  the  Penn- 
sylvania House,  now  kept  by  Mr.  Guth,  was  erected 
about  1857. 

The  oldest  merchant  of  the  town  is  now  Charles  G. 
Schneller,  he  having  started  in  business  in  a  small 
way  on  Second  Street  and  Mulberry  Alley  in  1848, 
and  followed  mercantile  life  without  intermission 
since.  In  1854  he  moved  to  his  present  location  on 
Front  Street,  where  he  has  sold  stoves  and  hardware 
for  thirty  years.  He  is  a  native  of  Bethlehem,  and 
came  to  Catasauqua  from  Bucks  County. 

Other  early  merchants  were  Getz  &  Gilbert,  who 
established  themselves  in  1854;  Peter  Laubach,  who 
opened  a  store  shortly  afterwards ;  and  Joseph  and  J- 
W.  Schwartz,  who  began,  in  1856,  the  business  which 
is  still  continued  by  the  sons  of  the  former, — T.  J.  and 
Preston  F.  Schwartz. 

Morgan  Emanuel,  a  native  of  Wales,  was  another 
early  resident,  who  did  much  towards  the  development 
of  the  town.  He  died  April  11,  1884,  aged  nearly 
eighty  years. 

The  population  increased  quite  rapidly  from  the 
founding  of  the  town,  and  in  1853  the  following  per- 
sons all  owned  property  here  : 


George  Andrew,  tailor. 

Joha  Albright. 

Nathan  Andreas. 

■William  Biery,  carpenter. 

Solomon  Biery. 

Joseph  Brown,  tailor. 

John  Boyer. 

Hugh  Bratton,  laborer. 

Jonas  Biery. 

Daniel  Biery. 

Jacob  Beil. 

Aaron  Bart,  carpenter. 

John  Brobst. 

William  Bayard. 

Charles  Becker,  minister. 

Washburn  Bough,  boat-builder. 

Lewis  Bough. 

Lucinda  Biers. 

Stephen  Biers. 

David  B6delDion,  weaver. 


Christian  Bough. 

Amos  Buchmier,  tailor. 

John  Clark. 

Samuel  Calver. 

William  Cramsey. 

Jacob  Christ. 

Charles  Deiler. 

Noah  Davis. 

Daniel  Davis. 

Heuben  Ditgard. 

George  Deily. 

Jacob  Deily,  wheelvpright. 

Frederick  Eberhard,  contractor. 

Morgan  Emanuel. 

Samuel  Evans. 

John  Evans. 

Philip  Fenstemacher. 

Paul  Faust. 

James  W.  Fuller,  contractbr. 

Hathan  Frederick,  innkeeper. 
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Thomas  Frederick,  tiiei  chant. 
Jacob  F.  Fogel. 
Reuben  Fenstemacher. 
Henry  Fenstemacher. 
Nathan  Fegley. 
George  Foehler. 

Owen  Frederick,  cabinet-maker. 
Willium  Fegley,  carpentor, 
Augustus  Gilbert. 
Henry  Gaetz. 

James  Ginder,  boat-builder. 
William  Gress,  merchant  and  inn- 
keeper. 
Peter  Hinely. 
Levi  Haeis. 
Henry  Heck,  saddler. 
John  Heck. 
Joshua  Hunt. 
William  Jones, 
John  James. 
David  1).  Jones. 
Aaron  Koch. 

Owen  Kuntz,  blacksmith. 
Jesse  KnausB,  liveryman. 
Widow  Kreider. 
John  KoouB,  blacksmith. 
Anthony  Knapp,  mason. 
William  Kratzer. 
Reuben  Kratzer. 
Henry  Kurtz. 
Samuel  Koehler. 
James  Kerr. 
A.  Kromer. 

Joseph  Lichtenwallner. 
James  Lackey,  merchant. 
Widow  Leibort. 
Joseph  Laubacb,  innkeeper. 
S.  H,  Laciar,  tinsmith. 
John  Laubach. 
Laciar  &  Co.,  merchants. 
Jonaa  Lilly. 

Robert  Mclntyre,  contractor. 
"Widow  McAllister. 
John  Mclntyre. 
Peter  Morey. 
Jacob  Miller. 


William  McLelland. 

William  Miller,  merchant.     ^- 

William  Minnick.    --   """ 

John  Macliitte. 

William  MrLelland  (3d). 

William  Neigliley,  carpenter. 

James  Neverns. 

David  Neighley. 

Frederick  W.  Nagle. 

Samuel  L.  NevauU. 

Samuel  Old. 

Reuben  Patterson,  shoemaker, 

Jacob  Ruthman,  mason. 

William  Romig. 

Charles  W.  Ran,  saddler. 

John  Roth. 

Samuel  Romick. 

Patrick  Roney. 

Jacob  Leem,  shoemaker. 

Simon  Stearns,  machinist. 

Jonathan  Snyder,  tinsmith. 

Charles  G.  Schneider,  mason. 

Charles  Sigley. 

William  Stillwagon. 

Nicholas  Snyder. 

Samuel  Still. 

Owen  Scwartz. 

Solomon  Swall. 

James  Snyder. 

Peter  Shcckler. 

George  Snyder. 

Joseph  Troxell,  shoemaker 

David  A.  Tumbler. 

David  Thomas. 

David  Thomas,  Jr. 

John  Thomas. 

Samuel  Thomas. 

Maria  Troxell. 

Widow  Wyman. 

David  Williams. 

E.  P.  Weiss,  merchant, 

Enoa  Weaver. 

John  Wilson. 

Henry  Toundt. 

Enoch  Toundt. 


Among  the  tenants  at  this  time  were  Moses  E.  Al- 
bright and  William  Steckel,  merchants ;  Henry  Bush 
and  Charles  Nolf,  innkeep  ers  ;  Benjamin  Bush,  miller  ; 
William  Dice,  carpenter;  Cornelius  Earle,  minister; 
and  Martin  Franklin,  physician. 

The  growth  of  the  place  and  its  closely  concentrated 
interests  had  led  many,  as  early  as  1850,  to  think  that 
local  government  would  best  subserve  the  interests  of 
the  town. 

Incorporated  as  a  Borough. — Application  was 
made  to  the  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions  of  Lehigh 
County  for  the  incorporation  of  Catasauqua,  April  3, 
1851,  and  on  Feb.  1,  1853,  after  being  submitted  to 
the  grand  jury,  the  petition  was  granted  and  the  vil- 
lage was  made  the  incorporated  Borough  of  Catasau- 
qua. The  boundaries  were  as  follows:  "Beginning 
at  a  point  in  the  river  Lehigh,  at  low-water  mark; 
thence  through  land  of  Paul  Faust,  on  the  line  divid- 
ing the  county  of  Lehigh  from  the  county  of  North- 
ampton to  the  public  road  leading  from  the  bridge  to 
Howertown  ;  thence  down  the  said  road  in  the  mid- 
dle thereof  to  a  stone  corner  between  lands  of  George 
Breinig  and  Henry  Kurtz ;   thence  on  the  line  be- 


tween the  said  lands  of  the  said  Breinig  and  Kurtz  to 
Catasauqua  Creek  ;  thence  down  said  creek  the  sev- 
eral courses  and  distances  thereof  to  its  junction  with 
the  river  Lehigh;  thence  up  the  said  river  Lehigh, 
the  several  distances  and  courses  thereof  at  low-water 
mark  to  the  place  of  beginning,'' 

The  court  farther  directed  that  the  election  of  bor- 
ough officers  should  be  held  on  the  third  Friday  of 
March,  at  the  public-house  of  Charles  Nolf,  under 
the  superintendence  of  James  Lackey  as  judge,  and 
of  Nathan  Frederick  and  James  W.  Fuller  as  in- 
spectors. 

The  first  officers  were  Burgess,  David  Thomas; 
Secretary,  Owen  Rice;  Treasurer,  Joshua  Hunt; 
High  Constable,  Charles  Sigley;  Solicitor,  James  S. 
Reese. 

In  consequence  of  necessary  grading,  and  at  places 
heavy  excavations,  in  streets  and  the  building  of  a 
lock-up  the  debt  of  the  borough  at  the  end  of  the 
first  fiscal  year  amounted  to  three  thousand  two  hun- 
dred dollars,  and  in  consequence  of  paying  land 
damages  for  the  opening  of  streets,  interest,  and  fur- 
ther grading,  the  debt  on  the  1st  of  April,  1855, 
amounted  to  four  thousand  dollars.  On  the  1st  of 
April,  1863,  it  was  five  thousand  dollars,  and  from 
that  time  forward  for  a  number  of  years  the  receipts 
were  not  sufficient  to  pay  the  interest  and  current 
expenses,  and  there  was  an  annual  deficit.  The  ex- 
pense of  building  the  town  hall  and  purchasing  fire 
apparatus,  etc.,  amounted  to  twenty-two  thousand  dol- 
lars ;  and  there  being  an  average  annual  deficit  of 
seven  hundred  dollars,  the  debt  was  found  in  April, 
1874,  to  be  thirty-six  thousand  six  hundred  and  nine 
dollars.  The  tax-levy  had  never  amounted  to  more 
than  three  thousand  eight  hundred  dollars  prior  to 
1874,  but  in  that  year  the  triennial  assessment  showed 
a  valuation  of  more  than  double  the  previous  assess- 
ments, and  thus  met  a  long-felt  want,  increasing  the 
tax-levy  so  as  to  pay  current  expenses.^ 

An  act  of  Assembly  to  amend  the  charter  of  the 
borough  was  passed  March  25,  1861,  and  other  acts 
were  passed  from  time  to  time  changing  the  place  of 
holding  elections. 

A  petition  praying  for  the  division  of  the  borough 
into  two  wards,  signed  by  forty-nine  citizens,  was  pre- 
sented to  the  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions  in  April,  1876. 
This  measure  was  opposed  by  a  number  of  citizens, 
but  was  accomplished,  a  decree  of  court  being  issued 
Jan.  19,  1877,  dividing  the  town  into  the  First  and 
Second  Wards. 

The  town  hall  was  built  in  1868,  by  Fuller  &  Graf- 
fin,  whose  proposal  therefor  was  eleven  thousand  five 
hundred  dollars.  The  ultimate  cost  was  fourteen 
thousand  dollars,  a  number  of  changes  from  the 
original  plan  being  made.  The  building  is  a  hand- 
some two-story  brick  structure.  The  lower  floor  con- 
tains a  Council  chamber  and  a  large  room  occupied 


Report  of  Burgess  William  H.  Glace  for  1877. 
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by  the  Phoenix  Fire  Company,  and  the  second  floor  is 
finished  as  a  public  hall,  which  has  a  fine  stage,  used 
for  dramatic  and  musical  entertainments,  lectures,  etc. 
The  burgesses  from  1853  to  1883  have  been : 


1853.  David  Thomas. 
1864.  John  Boyer. 
1855.  Uriah  Bninner. 
1855-57.  David  Thomns. 
1858-59.  William  Goetz. 
1860,  A.  C.  Lewis. 
1861-69.  John  Williams. 
1870-71.  James  C.  Beitel. 


1872-73.  John  Williams. 

1874.  MelchiorH.  Horn. 

1875.  George  Bower. 

1876.  William  H.  Glace. 

1877.  F.  W.  Wint. 
1878-79.  Henry  Davis. 
1880-83.  Philip  Storm. 


The  justices  of  the  peace  of  the  borough  of  Cata- 
sauqua  from  the  time  of  its  incorporation  to  the  pres- 
ent have  been  as  follows : 


John  Hudders April 

0.  D.  FnUer " 

George  Frederick...    " 

0.  D.  Fuller " 

John  H.  Wolf. " 

H.  D.  Yeager May 

Joseph  Hunter April 

H.  C.  Hamersley....  " 
E.  C.  Hamersley....  " 
W.  H.  Glace " 


Commissioned. 
13, 1853 
10, 1855 
13, 1858 
10,1860 
15,  1862 
11,1864 
11,1866 
11,  1865 
8,  187/ 


Commissioned. 

W.  H.  Glace Oct.       28,1874 

A.  F.  Koons March  13,  1875 

K.  C.  Hamersley....    "         13,1876 

EdwinGilbert "         19,1877 

James  Courtney....     "         25, 1878 
William  J.  Craig...     "         27,  1879 

,K.  F.  Koons April       1,  1880 

K.  C.  Hamersley. ...March  30,  1880 
A.  F.  Koons "         30, 1880 


18,  18T0    I  A.  N.  Dlriok April       6,1883 


Through  the  liberal  and  enterprising  character  of 
its  inhabitants  the  town  was  provided  at  an  early 
period  of  its  history  with  gas-  and  water-works. 

The  Flood  of  1862. — Catasauqua  was  the  scene  of 
great  excitement  during  the  flood  of  June  4th  and  5th, 
1862.  The  water  here  rose  above  its  usual  level  from 
twenty-four  to  twenty-seven  feet,  and  was  about  four 
and  a  half  feet  higher  than  the  flood  of  1841.  All  of 
the  bridges,  with  several  small  buildings,  many  thou- 
sand feet  of  lumber,  wagons,  fences,  etc.,  were  carried 
away.  A  writer'  on  the  flood  says,  "The  engineer 
of  the  Crane  Iron  Company  stayed  in  the  engine-room, 
and  was  instrumental  in  rescuing  one  or  two  persons 
from  drowning.  Many  of  the  boats  which  were  here 
loaded  with  ore  from  New  Jersey  were  lost,  and  with 
them,  the  boatmen  engaged  upon  them  lost  their  all. 
A  German  family  from  Newark,  N.  J.,  consisting  of 
man,  wife,  and  two  children,  were  on  their  boat  at 
Parryville  when  the  flood  loosened  it.  They  got  to 
shore  here,  and  when  we  saw  them  their  boat  laid  a 
complete  wreck  a  little  below  the  town.  They  had 
escaped  from  death,  but  the  only  earthly  possessions 
saved  by  them  were  the  clothes  upon  their  backs. 
Another  family,  from  Stanhope,  N.  J.,  who  were  run- 
ning an  ore-boat,  containing  all  of  their  goods,  lost  it. 
They  were  all  knocked  off"  the  boat,  and  their  infant 
child,  about  fourteen  months  old,  drowned ;  their 
other  child  was  saved.  The  woman  was  rescued  by 
some  of  the  hands  employed  by  the  Crane  Iron  Com- 
pany, and  the  man  found  a  refuge  in  the  engine-house. 
When  morning  dawned,  so  that  objects  could  be  seen, 
two  men  were  discovered  upon  a  cinder-bank  in  the 
midst  of  the  stream  ;  at  another  point  a  man  and  boy 
in  one  tree.     A  father  occupied  another,  while  his 


1  The  author  of  the  little  pamphlet  called  "Incidents  of  the  Freshet 
on  the  Lehigh  River,  Sixth  month  4th  and  5th,  1862,"  for  which  we  are 
indebted  to  Mr.  D.  T.  Williams,  of  Catasauqua. 


daughter  occupied  one  close  by,  and  a  small  girl  was 
holding  on  to  a  resting-place  at  the  archway  atBiery's 
Bridge.  Attempts  were  made,  by  making  a  raft  and 
attaching  a  rope  to  it,  to  reach  them,  but  owing  to 
the  strength  of  the  current  that  and  other  means 
failed.  John  Thomas,  the  superintendent  of  the 
Crane  Iron  Company,  collecting  a  lot  of  their  car- 
penters together,  had  a  flat-bottom  boat  built  for  the 
occasion,  in  the  short  space  of  one  hour  and  a  half, 
by  which  means  they  were  all  brought  safely  to  shore 
about  eight  o'clock. 

"  In  speaking  with  a  resident  of  this  place,  he  re- 
marked that  '  the  scene  was  an  awful  one  ;  while  he, 
with  others,  stood  on  the  river-bank,  through  the  roar 
of  the  angry  elements  they  could  distinctly  hear  the 
agonizing  cry  of  men,  women,  and  children,  as  they 
were  hurried  past  by  the  resistless  torrent,  on  boats, 
logs,  etc'  It  was  heartrending  to  listen,  and  feel  they 
were  powerless  to  help.  Had  the  means  been  at  hand 
the  floating  masses  of  boats  and  lumber  on  the  rush- 
ing waters  would  not  have  permitted  the  efforts  with- 
out encountering  almost  certain  destruction.  One 
dwelling-house  below  the  town  was  carried  off",  and 
farther  down,  at  Wheeler's  lock,  a  house,  a  barn,  and 
several  cows  and  horses  were  swept  away  from  one 
person,  and  another  lost  house,  barn,  and  all  their 
contents,  with  the  exception  of  one  horse.'' 

The  Crane  Iron-Works.— The  interest  of  the  pub- 
lic in  the  Crane  Iron- Works  is  not  limited  by  their 
importance  as  an  industrial  establishment,  nor  by  the 
measure  of  their  influence  in  building  up  a  thriving 
town,  but  extends  to  the  broader  field  in  which  they 
are  considered  as  the  outgrowth  of  the  first  commer- 
cially successful  attempt  to  manufacture  iron  by  the 
use  of  anthracite  coal  in  America.  The  story  of  this 
incalculably  valuable  manufacturing  triumph  and  of 
the  Crane  Iron-Works  properly  begins  in  the  far-off" 
country  of  Wales,  to  which  the  world  is  indebted  for 
a  vast  deal  of  its  progress  in  the  line  of  the  sterner 
industrial  arts.  David  Thomas,  who  may  be  regarded 
as  the  father  of  the  anthracite  iron  manufacture  of 
America,  was  born  in  South  Wales,  Nov.  3, 1794,  and 
entered  the  iron  business  in  1812.  After  working  in 
various  places  he  went,  in  1817,  to  the  Yniscedwin 
Works,  Brecknockshire,  located  on  the  southern  edge 
of  an  anthracite  coal-basin, — the  only  one  in  the  island 
of  Great  Britain.  The  Yniscedwin  Works  were  the 
only  blast-furnaces  erected  on  that  bed  of  coal,  the 
others  being  located  where  the  coal  was  either  bitu- 
minous or  semi-bituminous.  The  works  he  was  em- 
ployed in  were  therefore  more  interested  in  the  use  of 
anthracite  as  fuel  than  those  in  other  parts  of  the 
country,  inasmuch  as  they  had  to  bring  their  coke  to 
be  used  in  smelting  iron  from  ten  to  fourteen  miles  by 
canal.  As  early  as  1820,  Mr.  Thomas,  with  George 
Crane,  one-third  owner  of  the  Yniscedwin  Works, 
began  to  experiment  with  anthracite,  burning  it  in 
small  proportions  with  coke,  but  not  with  practical 
success.     In  1825  he  had  a  small  furnace  built  twenty- 
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five  feet  high,  with  nine  feet  bosh,  which  was  put  in 
blast  with  coke  and  increased  amounts  of  anthracite, 
but  the  experiments  were  not  promising,  and  had  to  be 
abandoned.     In  1830  the  same  furnace  was  made  forty- 
five  feet  high,  with  eleven  feet  bosh.     Attemjits  were 
again  made  to  discover  the  secret  of  success,  and  with 
better  results  than  formerly,  but  still  it  was  so  unprof- 
itable that  the  work  was  nf;ain  abandoned.     During 
the  time  that  Thomas  and  Crane  were  experimenting 
in  Wales,  similar  attempts  were  being  made  in  the 
United   States  with    equal    unsuccess.     In    the   year 
1825,  Josiah  White  and  Erskine  Hazard,  both  of  Pliil- 
adelphia,  being   largely  interested  in  the  njining  of 
anthracite  coal  in  the  then  recently-opened  Lehigh 
basin,  and  having  successfully  used  this  coal  in  the 
manufacture  of  iron  wire  at  their  mill  near  the  Falls 
of   Schuylkill,   erected   a   small    furnace  at    Mauch 
Chunk,  for  the  purpose  of  experimenting  as  to  the 
practicability  of  smelting  iron  with  this  coal.    Among 
other  methods   tried  was  that  of  passing  the   blast 
through  a  room  heated  as  hot  as  possible  with  com- 
mon iron  stoves.     They  soon  abandoned  this  furnace 
and  erected  a  new  one,  in  which  they  used  charcoal 
exclusively,  thus  acknowledging  their  efibrt  to  have 
been  a  failure,  though  it  contained  the  unrecognized 
suggestion    of   the   true    and    afterwards    successful 
method.     In  Wales,  David  Thomas  was  still  toiling 
on  persistently  and  patiently  to  discover  the  mystery. 
A  key  to  unlock  it  was  furnished  in  1834  by  Neilson, 
manager  of  the  Glasgow  Gas- Works,  who  discovered 
the  use  of  the  hot-blast.     Its  value  was  not  immedi- 
ately fully  appreciated.     The  pamphlet  on  the  hot- 
blast,   issued  by   Mr.   Neilson,  was   read   by  David 
Thomas,  who  had  been  on  the  alert  and  had  perused 
all  of  the  treatises  on  iron  manufacture  and  the  com- 
bustion of  anthracite  which  he  could  find.     One  even- 
ing, while  sitting  with  Mr.  Crane  in  his  library  talk- 
ing the  matter  over,  he  took  the  bellows  and  began  to 
blow  the  anthracite  fire  in  the  grate.     "  You  had  bet- 
ter not,  David,"  said  Mr.  Crane;  "you  will  blow  it 
out;"  and  Thomas  replied,  "If  we  only  had  Neilson's 
hot-blast  here  the  anthracite  would  burn  like  pine." 
Mr.  Crane  said,  "  David,  that  is  an  idea."     In  fact,  it 
was  the  origin  of  the  application  of  the  hot-blast  in 
making  iron  with    anthracite.     In  September,  1836, 
Thomas  went  to  work,  with  Crane's  consent,  and  built 
ovens  for  heating  the  blast.     On  Feb.  5, 1837,  the  new 
process  was  applied.     The  result  was  a  success  in  a 
far  greater  degree  than  the  two  men  had  dared  to  hope 
after  their  many  disappointments,  and  from  that  time 
on  there  was  no  diflSculty  in  making  iron  with  anthra- 
cite as  fuel.     The  news  of  the  success  was  spread  over 
the  kingdom.     The  Loiidim  Minintj  Journal  fi;iive  it 
great  prominence,  and  its  account   appeared  in  the 
press  of  the  United  States. 

In  the  great  anthracite  region  of  Pennsylvania,  able 
and  enterprising  men  were  in  readiness  to  utilize  this 
valuable  discovery.  In  1838  the  Lehigh  Coal  and 
Navigation  Company  had  oifered  to  any  persons  who 


would  establish  a  furnace,  lay  out  thirty  thousand 
dollars,  and  run  successfully  on  anthracite  coal  ex- 
clusively for  three  months,  the  valuable  water  privi- 
leges extending  from  the  Hokendauqua  to  the  Allen- 
town  dam.  Under  the  inducement  of  this  offer  the 
Lehigh  Crane  Iron  Company,  consisting  of  members 
of  the  Coal  and  Navigation  Company,  was  organized 
the  same  year,  and  in  the  fall  of  the  year  Mr.  Erskine 
Hazard,  one  of  the  leading  spirits  of  the  company, 
went  to  Wales  to  engage  some  competent  person  to 
come  to  this  country  in  their  interest,  and  to  superin- 
tend the  erection  of  furnaces.  He  went  to  Mr.  Crane, 
who  recommended  David  Thomas.  Together  they 
went  to  see  him.  At  first  he  was  reluctant  to  leave 
his  native  land,  but  at  last  influenced  by  a  liberal 
offer,  and  the  consideration  that  his  sons  would  have 
better  opportunities  in  America  than  they  could  hope 
for  in  Wales  or  Great  Britian,  he  consented,  and  upon 
the  night  of  the  last  day  in  the  year,  concluded  an 
agreement  of  which  we  here  give  the  text,  together 
with  that  of  a  supplement  made  in  Philadelphia: 

"  Mkmorandum  of  agreement  made  the  Ihirty-jirst  d>iy  of  December  1838 
between  ErsHne  Hijzurd  fw  the  Lehigh  Orane  Iron  Company  of  the  one 
part  and  Diivid  Thomas  of  Castle  Dku  of  the  other  part. 
"1.  The  said  Thomas  agrees  to  remove  with  his  family  to  the  works 
to  be  established  by  the  said  company  on  or  near  the  river  Lehigh  and 
there  to  undertake  the  ereetiun  of  a  blast  furnace  for  the  smelting  of 
iron  with  anthracite  coal  and  the  working  of  the  said  furnace  as  Fur- 
nace manager,  also  to  give  his  assistance  in  finding  mines  of  iron  ore, 
fire  clay,  and  other  materials  suitable  for  carrying  on  iron  works,  and 
generally  to  give  his  best  knowledge  and  services  to  the  said  company 
in  the  prosecution  of  the  iron  business  in  such  manner  as  will  best  pro- 
mote their  interests  for  the  term  .if  five  yeara  from  the  time  of  his  ar- 
rival in  America,  provided  the  experiment  of  smelting  iron  with  anthra- 
cite coal  should  be  successful  there. 

"2,  The  said  Hazard  for  the  said  company  ai;:iees  to  pay  the  expenses 
of  the  said  Thomas  and  his  family  from  his  present  residence  to  the 
works  above  mentioned  on  the  Lehigh  and  there  to  furnish  him  with 
a  house  and  coal  for  fuel — also  to  pay  him  a  salary  at  the  rate  of  Two 
hundred  pounds  sterling  a  year  from  the  time  of  his  stipend  ceasing  in 
his  present  employment  until  the  first  furnace  on  the  Lehigh  is  got  into 
blast  with  anthracite  coal  and  making  good  iron  and  after  that  at  the 
rate  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  sterling  a  year  until  a  second  fur- 
nace is  put  into  operation  successfully  when  fifty  pounds  sterling  shall 
be  added  to  his  annual  salary  and  so  fifty  pounds  sterling  per  annum 
additional  for  each  additional  furnace  which  may  be  put  into  operation 
under  his  management. 

"3.  It  is  mutually  agreed  between  the  parties  that  should  the  said 
Thomas  fail  of  putting  a  furuace  into  successful  operation  with  anthra- 
cite coal  that  in  that  case  the  present  agreement  shall  be  void  and  the 
said  company  sh;,ll  then  p,i.v  the  said  Thomas  a  sum  equivalent  to  the 
expense  of  removius  himsdf  and  family  from  the  Lehigh  to  their  pres- 
ent  residence. 

"4.  I"  settling  the  salary  four  shillings  and  six  pence  sterling  are  to 
be  estimated  as  e.pnil  to  one  dollar. 

"  In  witnea.,  whereof  the  said  parties  have  interchangeably  set  their 
hands  and  seals  the  date  above  written. 

"Erskine  Hazaku  [seal] 

„ ..,.,  "  for  Lehigh  Orane  Iron  Company 

^^""™  "DAvn  Thomas  [sealI 

Aluxandek  Hazakii. 

naZ'  "IT'Z  r'™"-'  ""'■""'  ''"™'=^"  "'<'  I"""Sh  Crane  Iron  Com- 
pany and  Davd  Thomas  the  parties  to  the  above  written  agreement  that 

Ikin^  1  nV;  = '"''"'  """"■'  ^"  '"'""">  ^""'l  "«  ascertained  by 
»  le  vl  "'"  ^'V''"'"  »"°'  """  <'■•  ™'-  °f  "-e  English  Sovereign 
,  lue  of  th  V  ,  ''°"'"  ^'--S-'-tead  of  estimating  it  by  the 

r  main  nl  rT' "'  "T'"""^  '"  ""  *">  '""='"  "■«'  <•>"«  'he  other 
3,  ,nvF't'  V      r'"''  "'■'"""  ■°«"«'-''^'™  of  agreement 

e.xeoute,l  b,  H.sk.ne  Hazard  for  the  Lehigh  Orane  Iron  Company  and 


Eiig  'lyAKPatohie. . 
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David  Thomas  be  hereby  ratified  and  confirmed  as  they  now  stand 
written. 

"In  witness  whereof  the  President  and  Secretary  of  the  Lehigh 
Crane  Iron  Company  by  order  of  the  Board  of  Managers  and  the  s<i 
David  Tliomas  have  hereunto  set  their  hands  and  seals  at  Philadelphia 
the  second  day  of  July  1839. 

"  David  Thomas  [seal] 

'*  In  presence  of 

"Timothy  Abbott." 

The  organization  of  the  Lehigh  Crane  Iron  Com- 
pany, prior  to  Mr.  Hazard's  going  abroad,  had  been 
only  an  informal  one,  and  on  the  10th  of  January, 
1839,  it  was  perfected.  The  first  meeting  of  the  board 
of  directors  was  held  at  that  time.  The  board  con- 
sisted of  Robert  Earp,  Josiah  White,  Erskine  Hazard, 
Thomas  Earp,  George  Earp,  John  McAllister,  Jr., 
and  Nathan  Trotter.  They  organized  by  electing 
Robert  Earp  president  and  treasurer,  and  John  Mc- 
Allister, Jr.,  secretary.  In  April  they  entered  into 
articles  of  association,  which  are  here  appended  as 
affording  some  idea  of  the  foundation  on  which  this 
stanch  old  company  has  arisen  and  flourished: 

"  Articles  of  Association  of  the  Lehigh  Ci-ane  Iron  Company,  made  and 
entered  mto  under  and  pursuant  to  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  Pennsyl- 
vania entitled  an  act  to  encourage  the  mnnnfaclure  of  L-on,  with  Coke,  or 
Mineral  Goal,  and  for  other  purposes  passed  Jviie  the  sixteenth.  One  ihou' 
sand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-six. 

"Witness,  that  the  subscribers,  citizens  of  Pennsylvania,  whose  names 
are  hereto  affixed  have  associated  themselves,  under  and  pursuant  to  the 
act  aforesaid  for  the  purpose  of  making  and  manufacturing  Iron,  from 
the  raw  material  with  Coke  or  mineral  Coal,  and  do  certify  and  declare 
the  articles  and  conditions  of  their  association  to  be  as  follows  : 

"  Article  1. — The  name,  style  or  title  of  the  Company,  shall  be 
'  Lehigh  Crane  Iron  Company.' 

"Akticle  2. — The  lands  to  be  purchased  by  the  Company,  shall  be 
in  Northampton,  or  Lehigh  County,  or  both. 

"Article  3.— The  capital  stock  of  the  company  shall  consist  of  One 
hundred  thousand  dollars  divided  into  two  thousand  shares  of  fifty  dol- 
lars each,  the  whole  of  which  has  been  subscribed  for  by  the  subscribers 
hereto  in  the  numbers,  of  shares,  set  opposite  to  their  respective  names. 
*'  Article  4. — The  sum  of  twenty-five  thousand  dollars  being  the  one- 
fourth  per  cent,  of  the  whole  capital  stock,  subscribed  for,  has  been 
actually  paid  in. 

"Articles.— The  remaining  installments  on  the  stock,  already  sub- 
scribed for  shall  be  called  in  in  such  sums,  and  at  such  times  and  with 
such  forfeiture  for  non-payment  thereof  as  the  Board  of  Directors,  may 
prescribe. 

"  Article  6. — The  Board  of  Directors  shall  consist  of  such  a  number 
of  persons  as  the  stockholders,  may  from  time  to  time  prescribe. 

"  Article  7.— This  company  shall  be  in  all  things  subject  to  and 
governed  by  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Assembly,  under  which  it  is 
created  and  shall  have  the  same,  and  no  other,  or  greater  powers,  privi- 
leges, and  franchises  than  are  conferred  upon  it  by  virtue  of  the  said 
act. 

"Philadelphia,  April  23, 1839. 

"  JosiAH  White. 
"Erskine  Hazard. 
"  Thomas  Earp. 
"George  Earp. 
"  John  McAllister,  Jr. 
"  Robert  Eakp. 
"Theodore  Mitchell. 
"  Nathan  Trotter." 

Returning  to  the  Welsh  iron-worker,  we  find  that 
he  sailed  for  this  country  from  Liverpool  in  May,  1839, 
on  the  clipper  "Roscius,"  which  made  the  then  un- 
precedented run  of  twenty-three  days,  reaching  New 
York  June  5th.  Mr.  Thomas  brought  with  him  his 
whole  family,— his  wife  and  five  children.     Before 


Signed 


leaving  England  he  had  had  the  blowing  machinery 
and  castings  for  the  hot-blast  made,  and  all  were 
shipped  except  the  two  cylinders,  which  were  too 
large  for  the  hatches  of  the  ship.  So  when  the  other 
machinery  arrived  the  projectors  of  the  works  were 
as  badly  off  as  if  none  had  been  sent.  There  was  not 
at  that  time  a  foundry  in  the  United  States  large 
enough  to  cast  such  cylinders  as  were  needed.  There 
were  small  ones  at  Allentown  and  Bethlehem.  The 
company  applied  to  the  Allaire  Works  of  New  York 
and  the  Alger  of  Boston,  but  neither  of  them  could 
bore  a  five-foot  cylinder  without  enlarging  their  works, 
which  they  were  unwilling  to  do.^  Mr.  Thomas  then 
went  to  Philadelphia  to  the  Southwark  Foundry  of 
S.  V.  Merrick  and  J.  H.  Towne,  who  enlarged  their 
boring  machinery  and  made  the  five-foot  cylinders 
required.  Fire-brick  were  imported  from  Wales,  there 
then  being  none  manufactured  in  this  country,  and  in 
August,  1839,  ground  was  broken  at  Craneville  (now 
Catasauqua)  for  the  first  furnace.  After  many  diffi- 
culties and  discouragements,  the  furnace  was  finally 
blown  in  at  five  o'clock  July  3,  1840,  The  ore  was 
two- thirds  hematite  to  one-third  New  Jersey  magnetic. 
It  was  blown  with  two-and-a-half-inch  nozzles,  and 
the  blast  heat  was  six  hundred  degrees.  The  first  run 
of  iron  was  made  the  4th  of  July,  and  proved  a  great 
success.'^  From  this  time  on  the  manufacture  of  iron 
by  anthracite  was  successfully  conducted  at  the  Crane 
Works,  and  continuously  except  for  the  slight  cessa- 
tions common  to  all  manufacturing  establishments. 
Furnace  No.  1,  in  which  the  success  of  the  new  dis- 
covery was  first  fully  demonstrated  in  this  country, 
was  forty-two  feet  in  height,  with  twelve  feet  bosh. 
It  was  operated  by  a  breast-wheel  twelve  feet  in  di- 
ameter and  twenty-four  feet  long,  geared  by  segments 
on  its  circumference  to  a  spur-wheel  on  a  double 
crank,  driving  two  blowing  cylinders,  five  feet  in  di- 
ameter, with  a  six-foot  stroke,  worked  by  beams  on  a 
gallows-frame.  The  motive  power  was  the  water  of 
the  canal, — the  difference  between  the  upper  and 
lower  levels  of  lock  No.  36.  The  furnace  remained 
in  blast  until  its  fires  were  quenched  by  the  rising 


1  As  an  indication  of  the  progress  made  in  iron-working  in  this  coun- 
try in  sixteen  years,  we  will  mention  that  Ericsson  in  1855  bad  a  cylin- 
der seventeen  feet  in  diameter  cast  and  bored  for  bis  hot-air  ship. 

2  Here  we  say  a  word  in  regard  to  the  claims  made  for  and  l)y  other 
works  as  the  first  manufacturers  of  iron  by  anthracite.  It  is  true  that 
previous  to  the  completion  of  the  first  stack  of  the  Crane  Company's 
works  Mr.  Thomas  was  applied  to  for  help  and  advice  by  William  Ly- 
man, who  was  then  building  the  Pioneer  furnace  at  Pottsville,  and  be 
made  several  visits  there,  directing  tbe  putting  in  of  the  hearth,  boshes, 
etc.  That  furnace  was  blown  in  in  the  fall  of  1869  in  the  presence  of 
Mr.  Thomas,  and  soon  after  several  others  were  put  in  blast  in  the 
Schuylkill  and  North  liranch  region,  but  tbe  Pioneer  and  the  others  all 
failed  to  make  anthracite  pig-iron  successfully  and  profitably,  and  for 
that  reason  remained  but  a  short  time  in  blast.  Their  success  was 
rather  in  the  nature  of  a  laboratory  experiment  than  a  profitable  man- 
ufacturing enterprise,  and  it  remained  for  the  Crane,  under  the  man- 
agement of  Mr.  Thomas,  followed  soon  after  by  the  Glendon  Furnaces, 
under  William  Firmstone,  and  then  the  Allentown  Furnace,  under  Mr. 
S.  Lewis,  to  successfully  introduce  the  profitable  use  of  anthracite  coal 
in  the  smelting  of  iron  in  this  country. 
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waters  of  the  great  flood  of  January,  1841,  a  period 
of  six  months,  during  which  one  thousand  and  eighty- 
eight  tons  of  pig  iron  were  produced.  The  largest 
output  for  one  weelc  was  fifty-two  tons.  Concerning 
the  flood  which  we  have  mentioned,  one  of  the  com- 
pany's old  booJis  contains  the  following  jn  David 
Thomas'  handwriting: 

"  On  Thursday,  January  7th  (1841),  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  evening  the 
river  rose  Bo  that  the  back  water  prevented  the  wheel  from  turning,  at 
half  after  ten  covering  the  tow-path  of  the  level  above  lock  36.  At  twelve 
it  was  two  feet  over  the  banks,  and  was  one  foot  over  the  bottom  of  the 
hearth  of  the  furnace.  At  1.20  the  water  was  at  its  height,  and  thirty- 
four  inches  i  n  the  furnace.  It  was  at  this  height  until  3.30  o'clock,  when 
the  river  began  to  fall.  The  water  wheel  was  muddied  all  over,  and 
the  water  was  nine  inches  over  its  top.  The  dam  and  canal  bank  was 
broken,  so  that  when  the  water  fell  in  the  river  it  was  too  low  to  turn 
the  wheel,  though  every  effort  was  made  to  fill  up  the  banks, — but  they 
could  not  succeed,  and  were  obliged  to  throw  the  furnace  out  on  Monday 
the  11th  of  January. 

"David  Thomas. 
"Thomas  S.  Young." i 

Furnace  No.  1  was  blown  in  again  after  the  freshet, 
May  18,  1841,  and  then  remained  in  blast  until  Aug. 
6,  1842,  producing  three  thousand  three  hundred  and 
sixteen  tons  of  pig-iron. 

A  very  large  chorus  of  the  "  I  told  you  so,"  always 
unpleasant  even  as  a  solo,  would  have  been  heard  by 
Mr.  Thomas  and  the  members  of  the  Crane  Company 
had  they  met  with  failure  in  their  undertaking.  Mr. 
Thomas  had  been  very  generally  looked  upon  as  a 
visionary.  The  remark  made  by  a  leading  charcoal 
ironmaster,  "  I  will  eat  all  the  iron  you'll  make  with 
anthracite,"  gave  expression  to  the  general  sentiment 
of  the  trade  at  that  time.  It  is  needless  to  say  that 
he  did  not  keep  his  promise,  although  Mr.  Thomas 
sent  him  word  that  he  had  a  hearty  dinner  ready  for 
him,  cooked  in  the  company's  first  furnace. 

The  success  of  the  Crane  Company's  work  in  Fur- 
nace No.  1  led  them  to  immediately  enlarge  their 
facilities  for  manufacturing  pig-iron,  which  they  did 
by  erecting  Furnace  No.  2,  forty-five  feet  high  and 
with  fourteen  feet  bosh.  This  was  blown  in  Nov.  4, 
1842,  and  remained  in  blast  until  March  17,  1844 
making  five  thousand  and  thirteen  tons  of  iron.  In 
1842  an  additional  water-wheel  was  added  of  the  same 
size  as  the  first,  to  which  it  was  geared,  and  in  1844  an 
additional  blowing  power  was  added  by  the  introduc- 
tion of  two  turbine  wheels  eight  feet  in  diameter, 
which  drove  two  horizontal  cylinders  of  five  feet 
diameter  and  six  feet  stroke ;  the  wheels  and  all  ma- 
chinery connected  with  them  being  built  by  Merrick 
&  Towne,  of  Philadelphia. 

The  first  load  of  ore  brought  to  the  works  was  de- 
livered April  30,  1840,  by  Henry  Hoch,  who  is  still 
living  and  now  the  owner  of  the  mine  from  which  it 
was  dug.  This  was  hematite  from  Jacob  Rice's  mine, 
in  Hanover  township,  Lehigh  County.  One  was  alsj 
brought  during  the  first  year  from  Nathan  Whiteley's 
mine,  near  Breinigsville,  in  Upper  Macungie  town- 
ship, and  from  John  Kratzer's  in  South  Whitehall. 

1  Young  was  the  first  clerk  employed  at  the  works. 


In  1842  the  celebrated  Goetz  bed,  which  is  still 
worked,  was  opened  in  Hanover  township  of  North- 
ampton County,  and  the  first  ore  taken  from  it  was 
brought  here.  The  first  magnetic  ore  brought  to  the 
Crane  furnace  (in  1840)  was  from  the  Mount  Hope 
mine  in  Morris  County,  N.  J. 

The  demands  made  upon  the  company  exceeding 
their  facilities.  Furnace  No.  3  was  erected  in  1846.    It 
was  larger  than  either  of  the  others,  its  height  being 
fifty  feet  and  its  bosh  eighteen.     It  was  blown  by  two 
cylinders  of  five  and  a  half  feet  diameter  and  six-foot 
stroke,  which  were  driven  by  two  beam  engines  with 
steam   cylinders  of  twenty-six  inches  diameter  and 
six-foot  stroke.     In  the  spring  of  1849  was  begun  the 
erection  of  Furnaces  Nos.  4  and  5,  each  fifty  feet  high 
and  of  eighteen  feet  bosh.   The  blowing  cylinders  for 
each  of  these  were  of  nine-foot  stroke  and  seven  feet 
diameter,    and   they   were    operated   by    two   beam 
engines,   the   steam-cylinders  of  which  had  a  nine- 
foot  stroke,  while  their  diameters,  originally  thirty- 
six  inches,  were  afterwards  enlarged  to  forty-eight. 
In  1867-68,  Furnace  No.  6,  of  seventeen  feet  bosh  and 
sixty  feet  height,  was  built,  and  in  1880-81  the  first 
furnace  constructed,  together  with  Nos.  2  and  3,  were 
razed  to  the  ground,  and  two  modern  furnaces,  with 
iron  shells  and  fire-brick  stoves,  were  erected  in  their 
stead  from  plans  made  by  the  present  superintendent, 
Mr.  Joseph  Hunt.     They  are  now  successfully  work- 
ing, and  exhibit  the  advance  made  in  forty  years. 
The  new  No.  1,  which  replaces  the  original  put  in 
blast  in  1840,  has  made  in  one  year  twenty-two  thou- 
sand two  hundred  and  eighty-one   tons  of  iron,  its 
best  day's  work  being  one  hundred  and  two  tons,  or 
nearly  twice  as  much  as  was  made  in  the  best  week  by 
the  old  No.  1  during  its  first  blast.     During  its  best 
week  the  new  furnace  has  produced  five  hundred  and 
forty  gross  tons,  all  foundry  iron. 

Until  1855  the  company  shipped  the  products  of  its 
furnaces  by  the  Lehigh  Navigation  Company's  canal, 
and  after  that  year  principally  by  the  railroad  then 
completed.  Now  branch  tracks  of  the  railroad  run  to 
various  points  about  the  works,  and  the  company  owns 
ten  locomotives,  which  are  used  in  the  movement  of 
its  ores  and  iron.  About  three  hundred  men  are  em- 
ployed at  the  works,  and  a  still  larger  number  at  the 
ore-beds  and  limestone  quarries,  and  the  pay-roll  is 
very  large.  The  buildings,  machinery,  and  all  the 
adjuncts  of  the  works  have  been  kept  in  the  best  of 
repair,  and  from  time  to  time  improved  and  extended 
so  that  they  present  an  appearance  unsurpassed  by 
any  other  iron  works  in  the  country.  It  has  been  the 
aim  of  the  Crane  Company  to  produce  the  best  quality 
of  iron  and  to  displace  the  famous  product  of  Scot- 
land, and  this  design  having  been  constantly  adhered 
to  the  works  have  seldom  been  idle,  and  often  pressed 
with  orders  while  other  furnaces  were  out  of  blast. 
The  liberality  and  enterprise  of  the  company  has 
given  Catasauqua  the  benefit  of  a  fine  system  of  water- 
works, and  an  excellent  fire  steamer,  and  the  steady 
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employment  of  its  large  number  of  men  was  for  years 
almost  the  sole  support  of  the  town  and  is  now  the 
largest  factor  in  its  prosperity.  The  iron-workers  here 
are  in  better  circumstances  than  in  most  manufac- 
turing towns,  and  a  large  proportion  of  them  have 
exceedingly  comfortable  and  even  tasteful  homes. 

At  the  company's  offices  in  Philadelphia  many 
changes  have  taken  place  since  the  original  organiza- 
tion of  which  we  have  spoken  in  the  beginning  of 
this  article.  Theodore  Mitchell  was  elected  presi- 
dent, vice  Robert  Earp,  in  184'i,  and  was  succeeded 
by  George  A.  Wood  in  1868.  He  resigned  in  1878, 
and  the  office  was  then  filled  by  Samuel  Dickson,  Esq., 
the  present  president.  The  office  of  secretary,  origin- 
ally filled  by  John  McAllister,  was  taken  by  John  A. 
McAllister  in  1844,  and  by  Benjamin  J.  Leedom  in 
1848.  He  was  also  elected  to  serve  as  treasurer  some 
years  later.  George  T.  Barnes  was  elected  secretary 
in  1869,  and  tieasurer  in  1876,  and  now  serves  in  both 
capacities.  Frederick  R.  Backus  filled  the  office  of 
treasurer  for  a  number  of  years  subsequent  to  1845. 
The  board  of  directors  is  now  constituted  as  follows : 
Samuel  Dickson,  Charles  L.  Borie,  Henry  Winsor, 
Samuel  R.  Shipley,  Fisher  Hazard,  Robert  Lenox 
Kennedy,  Lemuel  Coffin,  John  T.  Morris,  Charles  E. 
Haven,  Charles  S.  Wurts,  and  Alexander  Biddle. 

At  the  Crane  Works  in  Catasauqua  David  Thomas 
was  superintendent  most  of  the  time  from  1839  to 
1855,  though  his  son,  Samuel,  had  charge  during  a  few 
years  of  that  period.  In  1855,  when  David  Thomas 
retired,  he  was  succeeded  by  his  son  John.  Joshua 
Hunt,  who  entered  the  employment  of  the  company 
in  1843,  was  assistant  superintendent  under  John 
Thomas,  and  was  chosen  to  fill  the  office  when  the 
latter  retired,  in  1867.  He  resigned  at  the  close  of  the 
year  1881,  and  in  recognition  of  the  value  of  his  long 
term  of  duty  was  presented  by  the  company  with  a 
beautiful  solid  silver  tea  service, — a  fine  specimen  of 
repoussi  work.  His  son,  Thomas  Hunt,  was  assistant 
superintendent  from  1867  to  1872,  when,  upon  June 
22d,  he  was  so  severely  injured  by  a  premature  explo- 
sion of  nitro-glycerine  used  in  clearing  out  one  of  the 
furnaces  that  he  died  two  weeks  later.  Joseph  Hunt, 
a  brother  of  Joshua  Hunt,  became  assistant  superin- 
tendent, and,  upon  the  retirement  of  the  latter,  Dec. 
31,  1881,  took  charge  of  the  works,  and  a  little  later 
was  made  superintendent.  David  Thomas,  after  re- 
tiring from  the  office  of  superintendent,  remained 
with  the  company  as  cashier  until  1865,  when  that 
position  was  filled  by  John  Williams,  who  had  en- 
tered the  company's  employ  Nov.  14,  1845.  He  still 
retains  the  position,  having  been  on  duty  altogether 
over  thirty-eight  years,  and  as  cashier  more  than 
eighteen  years. 

David  Thomas  was  the  son  of  David  and  Jane 
Thomas,  of  Tyllwyd  Farm,  in  the  parish  of  Cadox- 
ton-juxta-Neath,  in  the  county  of  Glamorgan,  South 
Wales-.  He  was  one  of  a  family  of  four  children,  one 
son  and  three  daughters,  and  was  born  on  the  3d  of 
16 


November,  1794.  David  Thomas,  the  father,  was  a 
small  farmer,  but  a  highly  respectable  man  in  his 
parish,  and,  ulthough  a  Dissenter,  he  held  the  office 
of  church  warden  for  some  years,  and  was  overseer  of 
the  poor  of  his  parish  for  sixteen  years.  He  was  a 
consistent  and  exemplary  member  of  the  "  Inde- 
pendents" Religious  Community  at  Maesyrhaf  Chapel, 
Neath,  for  forty  years,  and  his  wife,  who  survived  him 
twenty  years,  was  for  sixty  years  a  member  of  the  same 
organization.  Both  are  buried  in  the  burying-ground 
attached  to  the  above-named  place  of  worship.  Young 
David's  religious  and  moral  training  was,  therefore,  of 
the  strictest  kind,  both  as  regards  example  and  teach- 
ing, and  these  appear  to  have  clung  to  him  through 
life.  Being  the  only  son,  his  parents  affiDrded  him 
the  best  education  their  means  would  allow.  He  ap- 
plied himself  with  industry  and  perseverance,  out- 
stripping all  his  school-fellows,  and  was  looked  upon 
as  having  been  better  educated  than  the  generality  of 
farmers'  sons.  He  was  of  very  studious  habits,  de- 
lighted in  books,  and  in  the  acquirement  of  knowl- 
edge and  information.  The  education  he  received 
enabled  him  only  to  acquire  the  merest  elements  of 
learning,  and  th  e  intelligence  and  knowledge  displayed 
by  him  in  after-life,  which  enabled  him  to  rise  to  so 
prominent  a  position,  were  due  entirely  to  self-cul- 
ture. His  thirst  for  knowledge  and  improvement  had 
awakened  an  ambitious  feeling,  which  farming  opera- 
tions failed  to  satisfy.  He,  therefore,  sought  employ- 
ment at  seventeen  years  of  age  at  the  Neath  Abbey 
Iron-Works.  For  five  years  he  worked  in  the  fitting- 
shops  and  at  the  blast  furnaces,  asserting  his  superi- 
ority and  intelligence  over  his  young  compeers,  by 
whom  he  was  familiarly  known  as  "  Dai  Tyllwyd." 
He  displayed  a  wonderful  aptitude  for  the  business,  and 
gained  a  vast  store  of  experience  and  knowledge,  even 
in  that  short  space  of  time.  In  fact,  so  well  did  he 
occupy  his  time  and  talents  that  in  1817  he  went  to  the 
Yniscedwyn  Iron- Works,  in  the  Swansea  Valley,  and 
was  made  general  superintendent  of  the  blast  furnaces 
and  of  the  iron-  and  coal-mines.  Mr.  Thomas  re- 
mained at  the  Yniscedwyn  Works  in  that  position 
for  nearly  twenty-two  years,  working  his  furnaces  in 
the  most  successful  manner,  and  continually  experi- 
menting with  anthracite  coal  as  a  smelting  fuel.  Mr. 
Thomas  continued  his  experiments,  and  ultimately 
succeeded  in  making  anthracite  iron  by  introducing 
a  hot-blast  into  the  furnace.  He  was  in  1839  offered 
an  engagement  for  five  years  in  the  United  States, 
and  soon  after  his  arrival  the  Crane  Iron  Company  of 
Catasauqua  was  organized,  a  furnace  was  constructed, 
and  successfully  managed  under  the  supervising  eye 
of  Mr.  Thomas.  To  him  is  undoubtedly  and  justly 
due  the  credit  of  having  built  the  first  anthracite  blast 
furnace  in  America,  or  any  other  country,  which  suc- 
cessfully fulfilled  the  purpose  for  which  it  was  con- 
structed. 

In  1854  the  Thomas  Iron  Company  was  formed,  and 
the  beautiful  works  at  Hokendauqua  commenced.    In 
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1855  he  relinquished  the  superintendence  of  the  Crane 
Iron-Works,  and  devoted  a  portion  of  his  time  to  the 
development  of  the  worlds  at  Hokendauqua,  which 
bear  his  honored  name.  In  addition  to  his  interest 
in  the  Crane  and  Thomas  Iron-Works,  Mr.  Thomas 
"vvas  also  a  stockholder  in  the  Carbon  Iron  Company, 
which  has  three  furnaces-at  Parryville,  and  in  the  large 
rolling-mills  at  Catasauqua  and  Ferndale,  of  which 
he  was  the  president  for  many  years.  A  short  time 
before  his  death  he  withdrew  from  very  active  duties, 
remaining,  however,  a  director  and  a  large  share- 
holder, and  he  was  besides  largely  interested  in  coal 
operations.  He  was  for  many  years  president  of  the 
Catasauqua  and  Fogelsville  Eailroad,  and  also  a  di- 
rector of  the  Lehigh  Valley  Eailroad.  He  was  a 
trustee  and  executive  member  of  St.  Luke's  Hospital, 
and  a  trustee  of  Lafayette  College  at  Easton.  In 
1866  he  was  a  Republican  candidate  for  Congress,  but 
declining  on  principle  to  take  part  in  the  canvass  he 
was  not  successful.  Catasauqua  is  largely  indebted  to 
him  for  its  growth  and  progress.  With  nearly  every 
industry  in  the  town  he  was  directly  or  remotely  con- 
nected. As  a  tribute  to  his  genius,  determination,  and 
energy,  on  its  incorporation,  in  1858,  he  vvas  chosen  its 
first  burgess,  and  continued  for  years  to  hold  the  office. 
He  built  the  Lehigh  Fire-Brick  Works,  which  are  of 
considerable  dimensions,  and  held  the  position  of  di- 
rector of  the  National  Bank  of  Catasauqua,  in  which 
he  had  a  large  amount  of  stock.  Mr.  Thomas  was  a 
man  of  determined  purpose,  industry,  fidelity,  and 
thoroughness,  of  uncommon  vitality  and  activity ; 
although  nearly  eighty-eight  years  of  age  at  his  death, 
he  took  neai'ly  to  the  last  a  fair  share  in  the  active 
management  of  the  vast  properties  he  controlled. 

The  kindly  interest  he  manifested  in  all  measures 
for  the  public  good,  and  his  activity  in  advancing  all 
works  of  moral  or  material  improvement  in  the  com- 
munity in  i^hich  he   dwelt,  led   to  his  being  by  a 
sort  of  common  impulse  familiarly  called  "  Father 
Thomas.''     He  did  much  to  encourage  sobriety  and 
thrift  among  the  workmen   he  superintended,   and 
many  of  them  are  indebted  to  his  wise  counsel  or 
other  forms  of  assistance  for  the  happy  homes  they 
possess.    In  his  religious  convictions  Mr.  Thomas  was 
a  Presbyterian.     He  had  no  sooner  become  settled  in 
his  new  home,  in  1839,  than  he  erected  a  small  chapel, 
which  was  followed  by  the  organization  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Church,  of  which  he  was  made  ruling  elder, 
an  office  held  continuously  by  him  until  his  death. 
Mr.  Thomas  was  as  patriotic  an  American  as  if  native 
born.     His  intense  love  of  his  adopted  country  was 
manifested   on   proper  occasions.     During  the   civil 
war  his  means  and  his  influence  were  freely  devoted 
to  the  Union  cause,  and  it  was  largely  through  his  in- 
strumentality that  a  company  of  volunteers  was  re- 
cruited at  Catasauqua.     Mr.  Thomas  was  married  to 
Miss  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  John  Hopkins,  who  is 
still  living  in  the  ninetieth  year  of  her  age.     Their 
children  are  Jane,  Gwenny  (Mrs.  Joshua  Hunt,  de- 


ceased), Samuel,  John,  and  David  (deceased).  The 
death  of  Mr.  Thomas  occurred  June  20,  1882,  in  the 
eighty-eighth  year  of  his  age.  At  the  time  of  his 
decease  he  was  the  oldest  American  ironmaster  in 
length  of  service,  having  been  continuously  associated 
with  the  iron  industries  of  Wales  and  Pennsylvania 
since  1812.  Through  all  the  years  of  his  activity  in 
this  country  he  was  regarded  as  a  leading  authority  on 
all  matters  pertaining  to  the  trade.  By  his  skill  and 
industry  he  contributed  greatly  to  the  building  up  of 
the  iron  industries  of  the  country,  and  will  be  held  in 
grateful  remembrance  by  American  iron  manufac- 
turers. Among  the  people  of  the  Lehigh  Valley  he 
left  a  notable  reputation.  Of  him  it  may  be  truly  said, 
he  went  down  to  the  grave  "full  of  riches,  full  of 
honors,  and  full  of  years." 

Samuel  Thomas,  the  son  of  David  and  Elizabeth 
Thomas,  was  born  March  13,  1827,  in  Yniscedwyn, 
Brecknockshire,  South  Wales,  and  on  attaining  his 
thirteenth  year  emigrated  with  his  parents  to  America. 
He  had  in  his  native  country  acquired  the  rudiments 
of  an  English  education,  and  on  reaching  Pennsyl- 
vania became  a  jjupil  at  Nazareth  Hall  in  North- 
ampton County,  where  two  and  a  half  years  were 
spent  in  study.  On  returning  home  he  determined 
to  follow  the  vocation  of  his  father,  and  entering  the 
blacksmith-  and  machine-shops  of  the  Crane  Iron- 
Works,  spent  four  years  in  acquiring  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  the  business.  This  practical  experience 
subsequently  proved  of  inestimable  value  in  the  super- 
intendence of  the  important  industries  now  under  his 
control.  At  the  age  of  nineteen  Mr.  Thomas  took  an 
active  part  in  the  management  of  the  Crane  Iron- 
Works  and  the  development  of  the  mining  interests 
of  the  company.  In  1848  he  repaired  to  Morris 
County,  N.  J.,  where  he  was  for  nine  months  engaged 
in  the  erection  of  a  furnace  for  the  Boonton  Iron 
Company.  This  he  put  in  blast  and  successfully 
started,  after  which  his  connection  with  the  Crane 
Iron-Works  was  resumed.  Much  of  the  burden  and 
responsibility  of  the  business  was  thrown  upon  Mr. 
Thomas.  He  participated  actively  in  the  erection  of 
two  new  furnaces,  and  assisted  largely  in  the  develop- 
ment of  the  extensive  mining  property  of  the  com- 
pany. On  the  1st  of  March,  1854,  the  Thomas  Iron 
Company  was  organized  and  two  furnaces  erected 
under  his  immediate  superintendence  at  Hokendauqua, 
of  which  he  became  general  superintendent.  This  po- 
sition was  filled  with  signal  ability  for  a  period  often 
years,  when  he  was  elected  to  his  present  office  of 
president  of  the  company.  Mr.  Thomas  has  been  as- 
sociated with  the  Thomas  Iron  Company,  either  as 
superintendent  or  president,  for  thirty  years,  during 
which  time  its  varied  properties  have  been  largely  de- 
veloped, its  products  have  from  their  superior  quality 
found  a  ready  market,  and  the  business  of  the  com- 
pany established  upon  a  firm  basis. 

He  has  been  greatly  interested  in  all  schemes  for 
the  improvement  of  Catasauqua  and  Hokendauqua, 
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and  the  permanent  welfare  of  their  citizens.  Meas- 
ures for  the  conduct  of  the  war  met  his  hearty  co- 
operation, and  the  memory  of  brave  soldiers  from 
Catasauqua  and  vicinity  who  fell  in  the  conflict  was 
perpetuated  by  an  imposing  monument  made  from 
designs  approved  by  Mr.  Thomas,  a  considerable 
portion  of  the  expense  having  been  borne  by  him. 
Educated  in  the  principles  of  the  Whig  party,  he  later 
became  a  Republican,  though  both  his  tastes  and  the 
arduous  demands  of  business  have  prompted  him  to 
decline  all  offers  of  political  preferment.  He  is  an 
elder  and  actively  identified  with  the  interests  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  of  Hokendauqua,  and  has  as- 
sisted in  the  erection  of  several  church  edifices  within 
the  limits  of  the  county. 

Mr.  Thomas  was  married,  in  March,  1848,  to  Miss 
Rebecca,  daughter  of  Jacob  Mickley,  of  South  White- 
hall, Lehigh  Co.  Their  children  are  Gertrude  (Mrs. 
Dr.  Joseph  C.  Guernsey,  of  Philadelphia)  and  Edwin. 

The  Catasauqua  Manufacturing  Company. — 
This  strong  and  wisely -conducted  organization,  which 
has  done  a  great  deal  for  the  advancement  of  the 
town,  came  into  existence  Feb.  20,  1868,  under  the 
provisions  of  a  charter  incorporating  the  Northern 
Iron  Company.  Its  authorized  capital  was  originally 
one  hundred  thousand  dollars  (which  sum  was  subse- 
quently increased  to  one  hundred  and  seventy-five 
thousand  dollars,  and  is  now  five  hundred  thousand 
dollars).  David  Thomas,  the  veteran  iron  manufac- 
turer, was  the  leading  spirit  of  the  company  and  its 
official  head,  Charles  G.  Earp  was  secretary  and  treas- 
urer, and  David  Eynon  superintendent.  The  com- 
pany had  been  organized  for  the  purpose  of  carrying 
on  the  manufacture  of  armor-plate  and  rails,  and 
the  other  necessary  machinery  were  set  up  for  that 
work.  The  war  ended,  however,  just  as  everything 
was  in  readiness,  and,  the  demand  for  the  intended 
output  being  cut  off,  the  company  immediately  made 
the  changes  needful  for  producing  tank-,  flue-,  and 
boiler-plate,  and  a  little  later  added  a  sheet-mill. 
Business  was  carried  on  with  varying  success  until 
1866,  when  it  became  more  evenly  prosperous.  In 
that  year  William  P.  Hopkins  was  elected  superin- 
tendent, and  a  change  was  made  in  the  nature  of  the 
manufacture,  an  eighteen-inch  bar-iron  train  and  ten- 
inch  guide-mill  train  being  added  to  the  plant.  The 
iron  produced  at  once  met  with  favor  from  consumers, 
and  from  that  time  the  mill  has  been  very  successful. 
In  1867,  Oliver  Williams  was  elected  general  manager, 
and  John  Williams  secretary.  At  that  time  the  out- 
put of  the  mill  amounted  to  about  six  thousand  tons 
of  iron  per  year. 

In  1864  a  rolling-mill  had  been  erected  at  Ferndale, 
just  below  Catasauqua,  by  the  East  Penn  Iron  Com- 
pany, under  the  charter  of  the  Eastern  Iron  Company, 
and  its  name  subsequently  changed  to  the  Lehigh 
Manufacturing  Company.  In  1868  this  mill  was 
leased  and  in  1872  sold  to  the  Catasauqua  Manufac- 
turing   Company.     Edward    Edwards    was    elected 


superintendent  in  1868,  and  has  ever  since  retained 
that  position.  It  is  due  to  him  that  it  be  said  that 
not  only  has  the  mill  been  successfully  managed  by 
him,  but  that  the  little  working  community  depend- 
ent upon  it  has  largely  felt  the  value  of  his  influence. 
The  product  of  the  Ferndale  Mill  is  bar  and  skelp 
iron,  and,  like  that  of  the  original  mill  at  Catasau- 
qua, it  stands  in  high  favor.  Both  mills  have  been 
added  to  almost  every  year,  until  they  have  reached 
a  very  large  capacity,  the  output  in  1882  being  over 
thirty-six  thousand  tons  of  iron,  valued  at  about  two 
million  dollars.  The  company  employs  about  six 
hundred  men,  and  the  average  monthly  pay-roll 
reaches  the  sum  of  twenty-eight  thousand  dollars. 
The  substantial  character  of  the  company  was  indi- 
cated during  the  period  of  the  panic,  when  the  works 
were  never  shut  down,  except  for  brief  intervals 
because  of  strikes. 

David  Thomas  served  as  president  the  greater  part 
of  the  time  from  1863  until  1879,  though  the  oflSce 
was  also  administered  by  Samuel  and  John  Thomas, 
his  sons,  during  that  long  period.  On  Mr.  Thomas' 
resignation  in  February,  1879,  Oliver  Williams  was 
elected  president,  and  he  now  holds  that  position. 
About  the  same  time  Henry  Davis,  who  had  been 
with  the  company  from  the  start,  was  elected  treasurer. 

The  Union  Foundry  and  Machine  Company.— 
These  works  were  established  about  1851  by  John 
Fritz  &  Brother,  the  former  now  superintendent  of 
the  Bethlehem  Steel  Company.  They  sold  to  Messrs. 
Mickel  &  Thomas,  and  the  establishment  then  passed 
into  the  hands  of  David  Thomas,  who,  in  1869,  sold  to 
the  present  company,  which  is  composed  of  David  and 
Oliver  Williams  and  William  Hopkins.  They  enlarged 
the  works  from  year  to  year,  and  in  1882  found  it  expe- 
dient to  purchase  an  additional  and  adjoining  plot  of 
ground.  The  company  employs  about  fifty  hands 
and  a  forty  horse-power  engine.  There  is  but  little 
variation  in  the  activity  at  this  foundry,  work  being 
carried  on  with  few  and  slight  abatements,  and  it  is, 
therefore,  a  valuable  supporter  of  the  town's  prosper- 
ity. The  company  is  particularly  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  all  kinds  of  rolling-mill  work,  and 
has  a  large  patronage  extending  throughout  the 
valley  and  the  surrounding  region.  A  large  busi- 
ness is  also  done  in  general  foundry  and  machine 
work,  for  which,  as  well  as  its  specialties,  the  com- 
pany has  a  wide  and  enviable  reputation.. 

Savies  &  Thomas'  Foundry. — This  establishment 
is  one  of  the  important  ones  of  the  town,  and  has  been 
the  prime  cause  of  the  building  of  an  addition  to  it, 
known  as  East  Catasauqua.  The  works  owe  their  ex- 
istence to  the  late  Daniel  Davies,  who  was  a  thoroughly 
practical  and  a  very  energetic  man.  He  learned  the 
iron  trade  in  Wales,  his  native  land,  and  for  fifteen 
years  held  a  responsible  position  with  the  Crane  Iron 
Company.  In  1865,  with  his  son,  George  Davies,  and 
a  Mr.  Thomas,  who  was  a  distant  relative  of  the  pres- 
ent junior  proprietor,  under  the  firm-name  of  Davies, 
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Thomas  &  Co.,  established  in  a  small  way  the  busi- 
ness which,  since  very  materially  enlarged,  is  now 
carried  on  by  their  direct  successors  under— as  it 
happens— the  original  name.  In  1868  the  Messrs. 
Davies  purchased  their  partner's  interest,  and  the 
business  was  then  carried  on  prosperously  and  with- 
out any  change  of  proprietorship  until  1876,  when 
the  death  of  Daniel  Davies  occurred.  The  works 
then  passed  into  the  possession  of  the  present  owners, 
George  Davies  and  his  brother-in-law,  James  Thomas, 
a  son  of  Hopkin  Thomas,  a  noted  iron-worker  and 
for  many  years  master  mechanic  of  the  Crane  Iron 
Company.  His  son  appears  to  have  inherited  his 
father's  genius  in  mechanics,  and  has  been  eminently 
useful  in  the  business  which  now  engages  his  atten- 
tion. As  we  have  said,  the  works  of  Messrs.  Davies 
&  Thomas  have  been  enlarged  from  time  to  time, 
and  they  are  now  among  the  most  extensive  and  best 
equipped  of  their  kind  in  the  Lehigh  Valley.  The 
buildings,  which  are  of  brick  and  comparatively  new, 
comprise  a  foundry  fifty  by  two  hundred  and  ninety 
feet ;  machine-shop,  fifty  by  one  hundred  and  twenty 
feet;  two  other  structures,  each  forty  by  forty,  an 
extensive  office,  etc.  The  machine-shop  and  some  of 
the  other  buildings  are  two  stories  in  height.  The 
aggregate  area  of  available  flooring  is  thirty-five 
thousand  feet.  The  motive  power  of  the  works  is 
supplied  by  five  vertical  engines,  and  from  one 
hundred  and  seventy-five  to  two  hundred  men  are 
given  employment  in  the  difierent  departments. 
The  buildings  constituting  East  Catasauqua  are  the 
homes  of  many  of  these  mechanics.  The  product  of 
the  establishment  consists  of  general  foundry-  and 
machine-work,  vertical  and  horizontal  engines,  car- 
castings,  and  all  kinds  of  furnace,  mill,  and  mine 
appliances. 

The  Lehigh  Fire-Brick  Company  (Limited).— 
Among  the  leading  industries  of  the  town  is  that  car- 
ried on  by  the  Lehigh  Fire-Brick  Company,  which 
owe  their  origin  to  David  Thomas,  and  their  present 
extent  and  prosperous  condition  very  largely  to  Joshua 
Hunt.  The  works  were  started  in  1868  by  the  late 
David  Thomas,  the  well-known  iron  manufacturer, 
and  Messrs.  Oliver  Eitter  and  Samuel  McHose.  The 
last  two  gentlemen  retiring,  Mr.  Thomas  associated 
with  himself  in  1873  his  sons  and  son-in-law,  Joshua 
Hunt.  On  Jan.  1,  1883,  the  property  passed  into  the 
possession  of  a  chartered  company.  This  change  was 
scarcely  more  than  nominal,  the  company  consisting 
of  Joshua  Hunt,  John  Thomas,  and  representatives 
of  the  estate  of  David  Thomas.  With  every  facility 
for  shipment  by  rail  or  canal  that  could  be  desired, 
and  a  region  contiguous  in  which  there  exists  an 
especial  need  for  their  wares,  the  company  does  a 
thriving  business.  The  well-known  Woodbridge  clay 
is  used,  and  fire-bricks  are  manufactured  from  it  of 
every  shape  and  for  all  purposes, — furnaces,  ovens, 
arches,  linings,  jams,  boshes,  cupolas,  etc.  The  build- 
ings, which  are  of  stone,  two  stories  in  height,  are 


under  one  roof,  and  cover  an  area  of  two  hundred 
and  eighty  by  one  hundred  and  sixty  feet.  There 
are  also  five  kilns  of  large  capacity,  and  the  works 
are  supplied  with  the  best  known  apparatus.  About 
fifty  men  have  employment  here,  under  the  imme- 
diate supervision  of  Mr.  David  Hunt.  Recently  an 
interesting  and  novel  experiment  has  been  tried  here 
with  success,— that  of  burning  bricks  with  petroleum, 
and  it  is  not  improbable  that  this  fuel  may  be  intro- 
duced upon  a  large  scale. 

Joshua  Hunt,  the  chief  controller  of  these  works, 
is  of  English  antecedents,  his  great-grandfather,  Roger 
Hunt,  having  come  from  Birmingham,  England,  to 
America  at  a  date  contemporaneous  with  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  Penn  Colony,  and  settled  in  Chester 
County,  Pa.  He  married  Esther  Aston,  daughter  of 
George  and  Elizabeth  Aston,  and  had  among  his  sons 
Samuel,  grandfather  of  the  subject  of  this  biographi- 
cal sketch,  whose  birth  occurred  Nov.  29,  1745.  He 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Mary,  daughter  of  William 
and  Mary  Beale,  to  whom  were  born  five  sons  and 
three  daughters.  Thomas,  of  this  number,  whose 
birth  occurred  Dec.  19,  1791,  married  Rachel,  daugh- 
ter of  William  and  Elizabeth  Evans,  of  Lancaster 
County,  Pa.  Their  children  are  Elizabeth  (Mrs. 
Aaron  Baker),  Mary  C.  (Mrs.  Josiah  Phillips),  and 
Joshua.  The  latter  was  born  on  the  13th  of  May, 
1820,  in  Chester  County,  Pa.,  his  residence  during  the 
following  ten  years.  Later  he,  for  six  years,  resided 
in  Philadelphia,  and  during  this  period  was  a  pupil 
at  the  Quaker  Boarding-School  at  Westtown,  Pa. 
In  1836,  Mr.  Hunt  began  an  active  business  career  at 
Harrisburg  as  superintendent  of  a  rolling-mill  erected 
by  his  father  in  that  city.  This  property  having  been 
consumed  by  fire  in  1842,  he  returned  to  Philadelphia, 
and  entered  the  rolling-mill  operated  by  his  father. 
One  year  later  he  removed  to  Catasauqua,  and  entered 
the  office  of  the  Crane  Iron-Works,  with  a  view  to 
acquiring  a  knowledge  of  the  operations  of  an  iron 
furnace. 

After  a  brief  interval  spent  at  Poughkeepsie,  he 
returned  to  Catasauqua,  and  became  assistant  super- 
intendent of  the  Crane  Iron- Works,  in  which  capacity 
he  acted  until  1867,  when  he  was  tendered  the  super- 
intendency,  and  continued  in  that  relation  until  Jan. 
1,  1882.  On  severing  his  connection  with  the  com- 
pany, Mr.  Hunt  was  presented  with  an  elegant  testi- 
monial, consisting  of  an  elaborate  service  of  silver,  as 
an  expression  of  the  value  of  his  services,  accom- 
panied with  the  assurance  that  during  his  connection 
with  the  furnace  it  had  attained  a  high  degree  of  pros- 
perity. He  was  at  this  time,  and  is  still,  identified 
with  the  Lehigh  Fire-Brick  Company,  Limited,  as  its 
chairman.  Having  removed  to  Catasauqua  when  the 
place  was  but  a  mere  hamlet,  he  has  been  largely 
identified  with  its  development  and  growth,  and  fore- 
most in  all  business  schemes  which  promoted  its 
advancement. 

Mr.  Hunt  was  married  on  the  13th  of  August,  1844, 
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to  Miss  Gwenllian,  daughter  of  David  and  Elizabeth 
Thomas,  to  whom  were  born  children— Thomas,  Sam- 
uel, John,  William,  George  E.,  and  Joseph,  all  de- 
ceased, and  Elizabeth  (Mrs.  Eobert  H.  Hepburn), 
David,  Joshua,  Eoger,  and  Gwenllian.  Mrs.  Hunt 
died  Oct.  25,  1875,  and  he  was  again  married  May  4, 
1880,  to  Mrs.  Hannah  L.  Mays,  daughter  of  Dr.  John 
Eomig,  of  Allentown.  Mr.  Hunt  is  president  of  the 
Catasauqua  Gas-Light  Company,  which  he  organized, 
is  chairman  of  the  Baker  Lime  Company,  Limited^ 
also  of  the  Bryden  Forged  HorseShoe"C6mpany| 
Limited,  and  has  acted  as  president  of  the  Catasauqua 
and  Fogelsville  Eailroad.  In  politics  he  was  early  a 
Whig,  and  subsequently  became  a  Eepublican.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  of 
Catasauqua,  in  which  he  has  for  nearly  forty  years 
officiated  as  elder. 

Planing-Mill.— Quite  an  extensive  planing-mill 
was  started  about  twenty  years  ago  by  Schwartz  & 
Yeager.  The  firm  subsequently  became  Schwartz, 
Yeager  &  Wint,  then  Yeager,  Wint  &  Syphers,  and, 
in  1873,  Wint  &  Co.  Mr.  F.  W.  Wint  dying  in  1881, 
the  business  was  carried  on  by  the  representatives  of 
his  estate,  and  O.  F.  Fatzinger  and  J.  P.  Wint.  The 
firm,  which  still  goes  by  the  name  of  F.  W.  Wint  & 
Co.,  employs  twenty  men,  and  operates  a  saw-n\ill  and 
planing-mill,  as  well  as  conducting  a  large  business  in 
lumber  and  coal. 

Bryden  Forged  Horse-Shoe  Works.— The  newe.st 
manufacturing  institution  is  that  started  by  the  Bry- 
den Horse-Shoe  Company,  which  was  organized  in 
1882,  with  a  capital  of  sixty  thousand  dollars,  Joshua 
Hunt  being  president,  Oliver  Williams  secretary  and 
treasurer,  and  P.  F.  Greenwood  superintendent.  The 
company  was  organized,  and  erected  works  for  the 
purpose  of  manufacturing  horse-shoes  under  patents 
issued  to.  George  Bryden,  of  Hartford,  Conn.  All 
other  machine-made  shoes  are  rolled,  and  the  heel  and 
toe-caulks  are  then  welded  on  by  the  blacksmith, 
whereas  the  Bryden  shoe  is  formed  complete  under 
the  blows  of  a  heavy  hammer.  The  works  employ 
about  thirty  men,  and  have  a  capacity  of  from  two 
and  a  half  to  three  tons  of  horse-shoes  per  day. 

The  Younger  Grist-Mill. — There  has  been  a  grist- 
mill at  this  site  for  at  least  a  century,  but  by  whom 
the  first  structure  was  built  is  not  known.  The  prop- 
erty was  long  in  possession  of  the  Biery  family,  and 
since  1855  has  been  owned  by  the  firm  of  Younger  & 
Berger,  and  by  Mr.  William  Younger  alone.  The 
present  mill  at  Biery's  bridge  is  a  four-story  stone 
structure  of  most  substantial  character.  The  milling 
machinery  is  of  the  latest  improved  variety,  and  Mr. 
Younger,  who  since  1871  has  been  the  sole  proprietor, 
is  thus  enabled  to  turn  out  a  large  amount  of  the  very 
best  flour. 

Milton  Berger,  who  was  for  several  years  one  of  the 
proprietors  of  this  mill,  was  the  son  of  John  and  Han- 
nah Berger,  and  born  in  Upper  Saucon  township, 
Aug.  11,  1833.     Subsequently  he  removed  with  his 


parents  to  Bethlehem,  and  was  married  in  1855  to 
Miss  Anna  Maria  Eeich.  Their  children  are  Charles 
E.  (of  the  firm  of  Roney  &  Berger,  of  Allentown),  Ida 
v.,  and  Milton.  Mr.  Berger  was  a  second  time  mar- 
ried, to  Miss  Caroline  Eeich,  a  sister  of  his  first  wife, 
whose  children  are  John  F.  and  Robert  J.  He  sub- 
sequently married  Jane  A.  Lackey,  of  Allentown, 
who  survives  him.  Mr:  Berger,  after  some  years'  ex- 
perience as  a  clerk  in  Bethlehem,  in  1856  removed  to 
Catasauqua,  and,  as  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Berger  & 
Younger,  conducted  an  extensive  milling  business, 
which  was  continued  until  his  death  in  the  thirty- 
ninth  year  of  his  age.  He  was  in  politics  a  Eepub- 
lican,  and  held  various  minor  offices  in  the  borough, 
though  not  active  in  the  political  field  nor  ambitious 
for  official  distinction.  Both  in  official  and  business 
life  he  evinced  exceptional  business  capacity,  was 
i  honorable  in  all  commercial  transactions,  and  mani- 
fested a  rare  kindness  and  generosity  when  opportu- 
nity occurred  for  the  display  of  those  virtues.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  Reformed  Church  of  Catasau- 
qua, and  formerly  superintendent  of  the  Sunday- 
school.  The  death  of  Mr.  Berger  occurred  Jan.  21, 
1872,  in  his  thirty-ninth  year.  • 

William  Younger,  present  proprietor  of  the  mill 
bearing  his  name,  is  a  son  of  Casper  Younger,  born  in 
1790,  and  an  officer  in  the  war  of  1812,  who  was  a 
native  of  Bavaria,  and  having  emigrated  with   his 
parents  to   America,   settled   with   them   in  Lehigh 
County.      He    married   Catherine   Fink,   of   Upper 
Saucon,  and  had  children, — Elizabeth,  Elias,  Edward, 
Louisa    (Mrs.   Samuel   Eberts),   and  William.     Mr. 
Younger  was  by  trade  a  carpenter,  and  followed  his 
vocation   successfully,  both  in  Philadelphia  and  in 
the  Lehigh  Valley.     He  died  in  1869,  in  his  seventy- 
ninth  year.     His  son    William   was   born   Nov.  25, 
1825,  in  Ujjper  Saucon,  but  when  an  infant  removed 
with  his  parents  to  Philadelphia.     Here,  on  reaching 
a  suitable  age,  and  after  he  had  received  the  rudi- 
ments of  an  English  education,  he  was  apprenticed  to 
ii  silversmith.     At  the  age  of  eighteen  he  returned  to 
Upper  Saucon,  and  with  his  uncle,  John  Berger,  en- 
gaged in  milling  enterprises.     At  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  he  returned  to  Philadelphia,  and  being  inspired 
by  a  spirit  of  adventure  enlisted  in  1847  in  Company 
B,  Third  United  States  Dragoons,  under  Capt.  Butler, 
for  the  Mexican  war.     The  company  was  principally 
engaged  in  guarding  supply  trains  and  in  occasional 
skirmishing,  their  camps  being  successively  at  Palo 
Alto,  Matamoras,  and  Mier,  at  the  head  of  the  Eio 
Grande.     At  the  expiration  of  eighteen  months  of 
service  the  company  was  discharged,  in  July,  1848,  at 
Jefferson  Barracks,  Missouri.     For  a  brief  interval 
Mr.  Younger  engaged  in  the  pursuit  of  his  trade, 
but  the  love  of  adventure  and  travel  predominating, 
he  started  iu  1850  for  California,  and  returning  in 
1852,  made  a  second  trip  in  1853.     During  the  year 
1855  he  removed  to  Catasauqua,  and  deciding  to  de- 
vote the  remainder  of  his  life  to  business,  entered  into 


246 


HISTORY   OF   LEHIGH  COUNTY,  PENNSYLVANIA. 


partnership  with  Milton  Berger  in  the  milling  busi- 
ness. His  partner  having  died  in  1871,  Mr.  Younger, 
at  a  later  date,  purchased  the  remaining  interest, 
which  he  has  since  controlled.  He  has  introduced  all 
the  modern  appliances  for  manufacturing  an  improved 
grade  of  flour,  and  enjoys  an  extensive  and  profitable 
trade. 

Mr.  Younger  was,  in  1857,  married  to  Miss  Isabella, 
daughter  of  Henry  Kurtz,  of  Hanover  township,  Le- 
high Co.  Their  children  are  Amanda  L.,  Emma  J. 
(deceased).  Grant  E.  (deceased),  William  (deceased), 
Henry  C,  Ada  I.,  Esther  A.,  and  Ealph.  Mr. 
Younger  is  a  Democrat  in  politics,  though  not  one  of 
the  active  workers  in  the  party.  He  is  in  religion  a 
supporter  of  the  German  Lutheran  Church. 

National  Bank  of  Catasauqua, — This  bank  was 
organized  as  a  State  institiition  Sept.  9,  1857,  with  a 
capital  stock  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars.  Its 
first  board  of  directors  were  Eli  J.  Saeger,  David 
Thomas,  John  S.  Hofiman,  Charles  A.  Luckenbach, 
Jacob  P.  Shall,  David  A.  Tombler,  Joshua  Hunt, 
William  Miller,  Jonas  Biery,  James  AV.  Fuller, 
Robert  Oberly,  Samuel  Laubach,  and  Jacob.  Fatz- 
inger,  Sr.  Eli  J.  Saeger,  president;  Melchior  H. 
Horn,  cashier ;  John  O.  Lichtenwallner,  teller ;  and 
James  W.  Mickly,  clerk.  Of  the  original  directors 
and  ofiicers  the  following-named  directors  and  ofiicers 
are  now  deceased:  David  Thomas,  John  L.  Hoffman, 
Charles  A.  Luckenbach,  William  Miller,  Jonas  Biery, 
James  W.  Fuller,  Robert  Oberly,  Samuel  Laubach, 
Jacob  Fatzinger,  Sr.,  John  0.  Lichtenwallner,  and 
James  W.  Mickly. 

The  bank  was  continued  as  a  State  institution  until 
July,  1865.  Its  capital  stock  was  increased  during  this 
period  as  follows:  in  1860,  to  $120,000;  in  1864,  to 
$180,600;  it  earned  in  dividends  $71,650,  and  car- 
ried to  surplus  $31,550.55  above  expenses  and  losses 
during  this  period.  It  was  made  a  national  bank  in 
July,  1865,  with  a  capital  stock  of  $180,600,  which 
was  increased.  May,  1868,  to  $300,000 ;  May,  1873,  to 
$400,000  ;  November,  1873,  to  $500,000.  It  has  earned 
in  dividends  since  its  organization  as  a  national  bank 
$631,264.67,  and  increased  its  surplus  to  $88,000  above 
expenses,  taxes,  and  losses. 

It  owns  the  banking  house  and  adjoining  dwelling, 
which  is  occupied  by  the  cashier.  It  is  a  beautiful 
and  substantial  building,  situated  on  Front  Street; 
its  vaults  and  safes  are  all  modern,  and  its  interior 
arrangements  are  substantial  and  convenient. 

The  following-named  persons  have  served  as  direc- 
tors of  this  bank  at  various  periods  since  its  organi- 
zation, those  marked  with  an  asterisk  (*)  being  de- 
ceased : 


E.  J.  Saeger. 
*John  L.  Hoffman. 
■"■Charles  A.  Luckenbach. 
Jacob  P.  Schall. 
*David  Thomas. 
David  A.  Tombler. 


*Adam  Gemig. 
Franklin  P.  Mickly. 
J.  Allen  Kramer. 
■*David  Thomas,  Jr. 
James  Weiler. 
">^Theodore  H.  Green. 


Joshua  Hunt. 
-"William  Miller. 
*Jonas  Birny. 
■"■John  W.  Fuller. 
•'■Robert  Oberly. 
*Samuel  Laubach. 
■"'Jacob  Fatzinger,  Sr. 
William  R.  Yeager. 
James  T.  Borhek. 
-*John  D.  Lawall. 
Martin  Kennun. 
*Charles  D.  Fuller. 
-*Tilghman  H.  Moyer. 
Samuel  Thomas. 
Reuben  A.  Boyer. 
John  Thomas. 
Jacob  S.  Lawall. 
David  O.  Saylor. 
William  Trexler. 
*Franklin  B.  Martin. 
William  J.  Craig. 


*Oharles  Kline. 
Joseph  Laubach. 
■*Henry  Hummel. 
Ashton  C.  Borhek. 
Welcome  B.  Powell. 
■"Thomas  Clendennin. 
Samuel  Straub. 
*John  Hunter. 
William  Kern. 
*Reuben  Bieber. 
Charles  Glick. 
Franklin  Andreas. 
William  D.  Snyder. 
John  D.  Stiles. 
Nathan  Laudenslager. 
William  Andrews. 
Charles  G.  Schneller. 
Henry  H.  Eiegel. 
Jacob  Fatzinger,  Jr. 
Samuel  I.  Brown. 
Harry  G.  Stiles. 


The  present  ofiicers  of  the  bank  are:  President, 
Eli  J.  Saeger ;  Cashier,  Melchior  H.  Horn ;  Assistant 
Cashier,  Frank  M.  Horn;  Teller,  John  J.  Glick; 
Clerk,  Charles  R.  Horn. 

Melchior  H.  Horn,  cashier  of  this  bank  from  its 
inception,  is  the  grandson  of  Abram  Horn,  who  was 
of  German  descent,  and  a  resident  of  Philadelphia. 
He  held  the  commission  of  captain  in  the  war  of  the 
Revolution,  and  that  of  colonel  of  the  First  Pennsyl- 
vania Regiment  in  the  war  of  1812;  his  eight  sons 
and  two  sons-in-law  also  serving  in  the  latter  war. 
His  son,  Abram,  was  appointed  postmaster  of  Easton 
under  Gen.  Jackson,  and  continued  under  the  Presi- 
dency of  Martin  Van  Buren  and  William  Henry 
Harrison.  The  same  oflice  was  filled  by  other  mem- 
bers of  the  family  under  Presidents  Polk,  Pierce,  and 
Lincoln.  Mr.  Horn  removed  from  Philadelphia  to 
Easton,  where  he  held  the  appointment  of  State  sur- 
veyor for  the  Eastern  District  of  Pennsylvania.  He 
married  Susan,  daughter  of  Melchior  Hay,  and  had 
children,  eight  sons  and  two  daughters,  of  whom  Mel- 
chior was  born  in  1783,  at  Easton,  where  he  engaged 
extensively  in  business  operations,  and  was  generally 
known  as  a  successful  stage- line  proprietor.  He  mar- 
ried Isabella  Traill,  and  had  children,— Sybilla,  Eo- 
bina,  Robert  T.,  John  J.,  Isabella  R.,  Melchior  H., 
Enoch  C,  Philip  H.,  Sarah,  and  Maria  L.  He  mar- 
ried, a  second  time,  a  Mrs..  Stedinger,  and  had  one 
son,  William  Penn.  His  son,  Melchior  H.,  was  born 
April  9,  1822,  in  Easton.  The  first  ten  years  of  his 
life  were  spent  in  New  Jersey,  upon  a  farm  to  which 
his  parents  had  removed.  He  then  returned  to  Eas- 
ton, and  received  instruction  for  three  years  at  a  pri- 
vate school,  after  which  he  entered  his  father's  office 
as  clerk,  and  assumed  general  charge  of  his  stage 
business.  He  later  for  four  years  filled  a  position  of 
clerk  in  a  general  store,  and  at  the  expiration  of  this 
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period  embarked  in  the  selling  of  groceries  in  Easton. 
Three  years  later  he  accepted  a  position  as  weigh- 
master  on  the  Delaware  Division  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Canal,  where  he  was  employed  until  1852.  He  then 
resigned  to  accept  the  position  of  teller  of  the  Far- 
mers' and  Mechanics'  Bank  of  Easton,  and  in  1857 
was  made  cashier  of  the  Bank  of  Catasauqua.  He 
was,  in  1861,  made  a  member  of  the  staff  of  Governor 
Curtin,  and  detailed  to  special  service,  rendering 
valuable  assistance  in  the  organization  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania Reserves.  He  was  subsequently  commis- 
sioned as  colonel  of  the  Thirty-eighth  Regiment 
Pennsylvania  Volunteers.  Col.  Horn  continued  to 
do  active  service  in  various  capacities,  filling  impor- 
tant and  responsible  duties,  until  the  close  of  the  con- 
flict, and  resuming  his  labors  in  connection  with  the 
bank  on  his  return,  where  he  still  acts  as  cashier. 
He  is  a  Democrat  in  politics,  and  although  frequently 
a  delegate  to  State,  and  suggested  in  Congressional 
conventions  for  ofiicial  honors,  has  declined  to  fill 
other  than  local  offices.  He  is  director  and  general 
manager  of  the  Blue  Vein  Slate  Company  of  Slating- 
ton,  and  otherwise  identified  with  business  measures. 
He  is  a  Lutheran  in  his  religious  views,  and  member 
of  the  Lutheran  Church  of  Catasauqua.  Col.  Horn 
was  married,  on  the  13th  of  October,  1845,  to  Matilda 
L.,  daughter  of  Jacob  Heller.  Their  children  are 
William  H.,  Edward  T.,  Susan  B.  (Mrs.  M.  L.  Dreis- 
bach),  Frank  M.,  Harry  Y.,  Isabella  (deceased),  and 
Charles  R. 

Newspapers. — The  Catasauqua  Herald  was  the  first 
journalistic  venture  made  in  the  town.  It  was  started 
in  1857  by  Peter  Kelchner  &  Fry.  In  1860,  Arnold 
C.  Lewis  was  the  editor,  and  he  succeeded  in  putting 
the  paper  upon  a  paying  basis,  but  going  into  the 
army  in  the  following  year  he  left  it  in  charge  of  his 
brother,  who  allowed  it  to  run  down.  The  Journal 
was  started  soon  after  the  close  of  the  war  by  Thomas 
Lambert,  but  its  life  was  short,  and  it  was  not  until 
1870  that  the  two  papers  now  in  existence  were 
started.  Of  these  the  Catasauqua  Dispatch  was  started 
by  Edmund  Randall  as  a  fortnightly  advertising 
sheet,  under  the  name  of  the  Country  Merchant.  This 
name  was  changed  to  the  Dispatch,  July  24,  1871, 
and  the  paper  was  then  issued  as  a  seven-column 
weekly,  which  in  1878  was  enlarged  to  its  present 
size, — eight  columns.  It  is  a  sprightly  local  journal, 
independent  in  politics. 

The  Valley  Record  was  established  by  its  present 
owner  and  editor,  Capt.  W.  H.  Bartholomew,  who 
brought  out  the  first  issue  Aug.  15,  1870.  Originally 
a  seven-column  sheet,  it  was  soon  enlarged  to  eight 
columns,  and  about  the  same  time  it  was  made  a  sup- 
porter of  Democratic  principles.  It  is  conducted, 
however,  as  a  live  local  newspaper  rather  than  a  polit- 
ical journal,  and  every  week  places  before  its  readers 
a  detailed  account  of  the  happenings  in  town  and 
county. 
The  Gas-Works  were  built  and  put  in  operation 


by  a  company  chartered  April  18,  1856,  composed  of 
Joseph  Laubach,  John  Thomas,  William  Getz,  Sam- 
uel Glace,  John  Williams,  and  Joshua  Hunt.  The 
officers  first  elected  were  Joshua  Hunt,  president; 
Joseph  Laubach,  treasurer ;  John  Williams,  secretary. 
The  works  were  erected  immediately  after  the  organ- 
ization of  the  company  had  been  eSected,  and  were 
at  once  appreciated  by  the  people  and  liberally  pat- 
ronized. They  were  successful  from  the  start.  The 
price  per  thousand  cubic  feet  of  gas  was  originally 
$4.50  and  is  now  $2.35.  The  amount  consumed 
annually  is  about  two  and  a  half  million  feet,  which 
is  sufficient  to  allow  manufacture  with  profit.  Until 
1880  the  company  used  bituminous  coal  for  the  pro- 
duction of  gas,  but  since  that  time  have  made  it  by 
the  Lowe  naphtha  process.  The  gas-works  have  cost 
to  date,  for  construction  and  repairs,  twenty-four  thou- 
sand five  hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars.  The  busi- 
ness of  the  company  is  now  under  the  charge  of 
Joshua  Hunt,  president,  and  John  Williams,  secre- 
tary and  treasurer. 

The  Water-Works. — For  itsamplesupply  of  good 
water  Catasauqua  is  indebted  to  the  Cran(^Iron  Com- 
pany. The  company  originally  using  water  as  the 
motive-power  for  the  blast  and  machinery  at  its  works, 
extended  pipes  to  the  houses  of  several  of  its  leading 
employes,  and  under  an  act  of  the  Assembly,  ap- 
proved April  24,  1857,  a  charter  was  obtained  to  ex- 
tend the  water  through  the  town,  which  was  subse- 
quently done.  In  1873  the  company  at  an  expense  of 
between  twenty-five  thousand  and  thirty  thousand 
dollars  erected  new  works,  which  are  of  incalculable 
value  to  the  town.  From  an  extended  account  of 
those  works  in  the  Catasauqua  Dispatch  of  Feb.  4, 
1874,  we  take  the  following : 

"  When  the  Lehigh  Crane  Iron  Company  was  in- 
duced to  build  furnaces  at  this  point,  the  Lehigh  Navi- 
gation Company  deeded  them  the  right  of  water-power 
from  Swartz's  dam  to  Allentown.  The  first  furnace 
was  commenced  in  1839,  and  blast  was  furnished  by 
water-power,  a  large  wheel  being  used  for  that  pur- 
pose. To  this  wheel  was  attached  a  pump,  to  force 
water  for  use  about  the  furnaces,  the  tank  or  reservoir 
being  located  on  top  of  the  works,  and  this  arrange- 
ment remained  in  use  until  after  No.  3  was  built.  No. 
2  was  erected  in  1841-42,  and  water  was  furnished  to 
it  in  a  similar  manner.  But  soon  after  the  erection  of 
No.  3,  in  1844,  these  tanks  were  dispensed  with,  and 
more  extensive  improvements  commenced.  A  new 
pumping  apparatus  was  constructed,  and  four-inch 
pipes  laid  from  the  engine-house  to  Wood  Street,  up 
Wood  to  Second,  and  from  thence  to  a  basin,  which 
was  located  at  the  top  of  Church  Street.  After  years 
of  use  it  was  found  very  difficult  to  retain  water 
in  this  reservoir,  as  the  limestone  formation  under- 
neath continually  made  crevices  in  the  foundation  and 
allowed  leakage.  Unsuccessful  attempts  to  remedy 
this  evil  were  made,  and  it  was  decided  to  erect  a 
temporary  wooden   structure,  which  has  admirably 
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answered  the  purpose  for  a  time.  New  pipes  were  laid 
as  the  town  grew.  In  1854  a  four-inch  main  was  laid 
on  Front  Street,  as  far  north  as  Bridge.  In  1856  a 
three-inch  main  was  extended  up  Second  Street  as  far 
as  Strawberry  Alley.  The  Front  Street  pipe  was  sub- 
sequently extended  as  far  as  Pine,  then  to  the  rolling- 
mill,  and  lastly  as  far  as  Puddlers'  row.  Thus,  year 
after  year,  as  demands  required,  new  pipes  were  laid, 
but  none  of  larger  dimensions  than  four  inches  in 
diameter.  The  growth  of  the  town  and  the  require- 
ments of  water  for  six  furnaces  taxed  the  reservoir 
to  its  utmost  capacity,  and  in  case  of  fire  the  supply 
was  not  equal  to  the  demand.  Buildings  in  portions 
of  the  town  of  a  greater  elevation  were  unable  to  ob- 
tain a  water  supply,  and  this  want,  coupled  with  the 
rapidly-growing  bounds  of  our  borough,  induced  Mr. 
Joshua  Hunt,  superintendent  of  the  Crane  Iron  Com- 
pany, to  bring  the  matter  before  the  board  of  directors 
and  asked  that  an  extended  improvement  be  made. 
The  ofBcers  deliberated  upon  the  necessities  of  the 
case,  and  appropriated  the  sum  of  twenty-five  thousand 
dollars  for  the  new  works.  Plans  were  at  once  com- 
pleted, and  proposals  solicited  for  the  excavating  and 
laying  of  eight-,  ten-,  and  twelve-inch  mains  in  our 
streets,  which  contract  was  awarded  to  Messrs.  George 
W.  Smith  &  Son,  of  this  place,  who  immediately  com- 
menced work.  The  pipes  used  were  from  the  works 
of  Messrs.  Starr,  of  Camden,  N.  J.,  and  our  citizens 
are  perfectly  familiar  with  their  look  and  capacity,  as 
they  were  visible  on  our  streets  for  a  number  of  weeks. 
"  On  Front  Street,  from  Wood  to  Bridge,  an  eight- 
inch  main  supplies  the  water,  while  on  Second  Street, 
from  Union  to  Chapel,  a  ten-inch  pipe  was  laid.  Con- 
nections were  made  on  Union  and  Chapel  Streets  with 
the  four-inch  mains  on  Front,  and  ten-inch  pipes  were 
laid  on  Bridge  Street,  from  Front  to  Second,  and  on 
Walnut  to  Fourth,  where  connections  are  made  with 
the  twelve-inch  supply  from  the  new  reservoir.  Some 
thirty  new  fire-plugs  were  erected  at  selected  points, 
which  can  be  used  in  case  of  need.  The  old  four- 
inch  mains  on  Front  Street,  from  Wood  to  Bridge, 
were  removed,  and  also  those  on  Second,  from  Church 
to  Walnut,  but  extend  from  Wood  south  on  Front  and 
north  from  Bridge  on  Front.  Streets  not  mentioned 
have  the  old  four-inch  pipes  as  formerly,  with  the  ad- 
vantage of  a  greater  head  and  more  abundant  supply 
of  water.  The  new  reservoir  is  located  on  the  highest 
point  of  ground  in  this  neighborhood,  and  is  situated 
on  a  lot  of  ground  purchased  by  the  company  many 
years  ago,  at  Fifth  and  Walnut  Streets,  is  sixty  feet 
square  and  ten  feet  deep  from  the  overflow,  which,  in 
case  of  necessity,  empties  the  waste  water  into  a  deep 
well  upon  the  property.  The  capacity  of  the  reservoir 
is  two  hundred  thousand  gallons,  which,  allowing 
eighteen  gallons  per  day  to  a  person,  would  iiccommo- 
date  a  city  of  eleven  thousand  inhabitants.  The  con- 
struction of  this  reservoir  was  performed  in  the  most 
substantial  manner,  and  has  given  every  satisfaction. 
Excavations  for  the  foundation  were  made  about  four 


feet  under  t^round  and  immense  stones  placed  in  the 
walls.  The  limestone  masonry  is  four  feet  in  thick- 
ness, and  rises  to  an  elevation  of  twelve  feet.  Then  a 
four-inch  space  was  allowed  for  concrete,  and  lastly  a 
nine-inch  brick  wall,  securely  cemented.  The  floor 
has  a  layer  of  eighteen  inches  of  small  stone  securely 
laid,  upon  which  is  a  four-inch  coating  of  concrete. 
With  pipes  and  reservoir  complete,  there  was  need 
of  greater  pumping  capacity,  and  instructions  were 
issued  to  prepare  proper  machinery.  The  engine-room 
adjoinining  the  company's  machine-shop  is  twenty- 
three  by  twenty-five  feet  in  dimensions,  and  contains 
two  forcing-pumps  and  a  beautiful  stationary  engine. 
The  pumps  are  kept  at  a  very  slow  motion  of  ten 
strokes  per  minute,  and  have  a  capacity,  at  that  rate, 
of  forcing  one  hundred  and  eighty-five  thousand  gal- 
lons of  water  per  day,  and,  doubling  the  stroke,  twice 
that  quantity,  but  at  the  present  motion  the  demands 
of  the  town  are  fully  met  and  the  reservoir  kept  full. 
Street  sprinkling  requires  a  large  amount  of  water 
during  the  summer  months,  but  the  running  of  one 
pump  was  sufficient  to  insure  an  abundant  quantity. 
The  pumps  are  propelled  by  the  large  water-wheel 
underneath,  the  canal  furnishing  the  power  and  the 
water  required  for  the  town.  In  case  the  canal  should 
fail  to  furnish  power,  or  the  machinery  should  break, 
the  stationary  engine  can  be  attached  and  the  furnace 
furnish  steam  as  the  motive  power.  The  engine  is  of 
eighteen  horse-power,  and  can  be  used  to  pump  water 
for  the  town  and  at  the  same  time  propel  the  ma- 
chinery in  the  shop  adjoining.  The  engine  and 
pumps  were  manufactured  by  the  company's  em- 
ployes, and  all  the  castings  necessary  for  the  water- 
works were  turned  out  at  the  company's  shops.  To 
equalize  the  pressure  throughout  the  borough  a  high 
stand-pipe  has  been  erected,  and  is  located  near  No.  6 
Furnace.  The  water  is  forced  into  this  pipe,  and  flows 
to  a  corresponding  elevation  in  pipes  until  it  reaches 
the  reservoir,  into  which  it  flows  and  remains  for  use. 
Unequal  flow  is  avoided  by  the  use  of  the  stand-pipe. 
The  water  from  the  pumps  enters  it,  the  street-pipes 
are  supplied  by  a  steady  pressure,  and  there  is  less 
strain  on  the  pumps  and  pipes.  The  stand-pipe  is 
somewhat  higher  than  the  overflow  of  the  reservoir, 
being  one  hundred  and  thirty  feet  from  its  base.  It 
is  constructed  of  heavy  plate  iron,  and  is  four  and  one- 
half  feet  in  diameter  at  the  base  by  thirty-three  inches 
at  the  top.  It  is  surmounted  by  a  conical  roof  and 
railing,  an  iron  ladder  leading  from  the  base  to  the 
landing  above.  It  has  a  capacity  of  about  five  thou- 
sand gallons  of  water.  To  the  pumps  at  the  works  a 
hose  attachment  can  be  made.  Sections  of  hose  will 
be  kept  on  a  reel  in  the  pumping-house,  and,  in  case 
of  need,  an  attachment  can  readily  be  made  and  val- 
uable service  rendered.  By  the  attachment  of  a  sec- 
tion of  hose  to  a  fire- plug  on  Front  Street,  a  stream 
can  be  thrown  over  any  house  on  the  street,  and  Mr. 
David  Thomas  informs  us  that  he  was  able  to  throw  a 
stream  over  his  residence  by  attaching  a  section  to  the 
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plug  in  his  yard.  Tlie  elevation  of  Mr.  Thomas'  house 
is  above  the  average  of  houses  on  Second  Street,  and 
it  demonstrates  the  effectiveness  of  the  new  works. 
The  water  furnished  is  taken  from  the  canal,  but  only 
enters  that  conduit  at  the  edge  of  town,  at  Swartz's 
dam,  and  may  be  considered  as  pure  Lehigh  water  as 
is  obtainable.  For  household  purposes,  it  is  superior 
to  that  furnished  Allentown,  which  is  of  so  hard  a 
nature  as  to  be  unfit  for  washing  and  general  uses. 
And  as  to  the  supply,  it  is  so  abundant  that  a  popula- 
tion of  eleven  thousand  could  be  accommodated  with- 
out overtaxing  the  present  works.  Therefore  we  can 
boast  that  we  have  one  of  the  best,  if  not  the  best, 
water  arrangements  of  any  town  in  Pennsylvania. 
Our  borough  has  not  been  involved  in  debt  to  secure 
this  great  blessing.  The  expenditures  made  the  last 
season  exceed  thirty  thousand  dollars,  and  yet  the 
company  added  to  our  obligations  as  citizens  by  the 
purchase  of  a  first-class  steamer  for  use  in  case  of  fire, 
and  have  erected  a  hall  to  house  it  which  is  a  credit 
to  any  town.  Catasauqua  is  largely  indebted  to  Mr. 
Hunt  for  the  new  works,  as  he  urged  the  matter  upon 
the  attention  of  the  company,  and  supervised  their 
construction.  The  master  mechanic  of  the  company, 
Thomas  E.  Evans,  planned  and  constructed  the  pump- 
ing machinery." 

Keligious  Matters. — There  are  several 
elements  of  population  in  Catasauqua,  and 
as  a  consequence  the  number  of  religious 
denominations  is  larger  than  might  be  ex- 
pected in  a  town  of  the  size.  The  Welsh 
are  either  Presbyterians,  Congregationalists, 
or  Baptists.'  The  Germans  are  Lutherans 
and  Catholics,  the  former  denomination 
claiming  a  majority  of  them.  The  older 
native  population  forms  largely  the  strength 
of  the  Lutheran  and  German  Keformed  con- 
gregations, while  the  Evangelical  Church  is 
principally  composed  of  the  descendants  of 
those  Germans  whose  predilections  were  for 
the  former  churches.  The  Scotch  are  as  a 
rule  Old-School  Presbyterians,  and  the  Irish 
people  are  divided  between  the  Presby- 
terian and  Catholic  Churches.  There  are 
many  Swedes  in  the  town,  and  they  are, 
with  few  exceptions,  adherents  of  the  Luth- 
eran faith. 

Historical  Sketch  of  the  First  Presbyterian 
Church  of  Catasauqua,  Pa.— The  First  Presbyterian 
Church  of  Catasauqua  dates  its  beginning  from  about 
the  time  when  the  Crane  Iron  Company's  works  were 
started  in  this  place.  In  1839,  by  invitation  of  that 
company,  Mr.  David  Thomas,  a  native  of  Wales,  came 
here  to  begin  the  enterprise,  out  of  the  successful 
prosecution  of  which  the  town  of  Catasauqua  itself 
has  grown. 

1  The  VVeleh  Baptists  do  not  at  present  maintain  an  active  organiza- 
tion. 


For  the  first  few  months  after  his  arrival,  and  until 
a  suitable  dwelling-house  could  be  erected  in  Cat- 
asauqua, Mr.  Thomas  resided  in  Allentown,  and  with 
his  family  worshiped  in  the  Presbyterian  Church  of 
that  place,  then  under  the  care  of  the  Rev.  Robert  W. 
Landis. 

Mr.  Thomiis  was  an  ardent  friend  of  Sabbath- 
schools,  and  speedily  organized  one  in  Catasauqua. 
To  accommodate  this  school,  and  also  provide  a  place 
of  worship  nearer  home,  a  church  edifice  was  deemed 
necessary.  Accordingly  a  small  triangular  plot  of 
ground  in  the  rear  of  the  old  reservoir,  on  what  is  now 
Church  Street,  was  set  apart  by  the  company.  By  the 
liberality  of  Mr.  Thomas  this  plot  was  enlarged  to  a 
square,  running  from  Church  Street  Jiorth  to  Bridge 
Street,  and  measuring  about  two  hundred  feet  in  width 
by  three  hundred  and  fifty  feet  in  depth.  On  the 
south  end  of  this  plot,  near  the  reservoir  and  fronting 
on  Church  Street,  which  thus  derived  its  name,  the 
first  church  in  Catasauqua  was  built. 

The  corner-stone  was  laid  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Landis 
on  the  last  Sabbath  of  December,  1839.  The  cere- 
mony took  place  during  a  snow-storm,  and  the  con- 
cluding services,  owing  to  the  inclemency  of  the 
weather,  were  held  in  Mr.  Thomas'  new  house  on 
Front  Street  (opposite  No.  1  Furnace),  to  which  the 
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little  assembly  adjourned.  This  is  the  date  of  the 
first  sermon  in  the  English  language  ever  preached  in 
this  town,  at  least  so  far  as  is  known. 

A  little  over  two  months  sufficed  in  which  to  finish 
the  building,  and  on  the  22d  day  of  March,  1840,  it 
was  dedicated  to  the  worship  of  God.  It  was  a  very 
unpretending  whitewashed  structure  of  unplaned 
boards,  set  perpendicularly  and  battened.  Its  size  at 
first  was  about  twenty-five  by  thirty-five  feet,  but  it 
was  afterwards  lengthened  by  the  addition  of  ten  or 
twelve  feet.  The  adjacent  ground  was  occupied  as  a 
graveyard,  and  continued  to  be  so  used  until  Fairview 
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Cemetery  was  laid  out  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
Lehigh  River.  The  bell  to  call  the  people  together 
(a  present  from  Mr.  Thomas)  was  hung  in  the  fork 
of  an  oak-tree,  which  stood  at  the  south  right-hand 
corner  of  the  building. 

At  or  about  this  time  Rev.  Mr.  Landis  organized 
the  church,  an  English  Presbyterian,  and  ordained 
Mr.  Thomas  as  the  first  elder.  It  numbered  only 
three  members,  viz. :  Mr.  David  Thomas,  his  wife 
Elizabeth,  and  his  oldest  daughter,  Jane.  All  these 
survived  until  June  20,  1882,  a  period  of  forty-two 
years.  Then  Mr.  Thomas  was  called  to  his  rest, 
greatly  beloved  and  honored. 

As  Mr.  Thomas  was  a  Welshman,  and  his  wife  and 
children  were  only  slightly  acquainted  with  the  Eng- 
lish language  (although  they  very-speedily  acquired 
a  knowledge  of  it),  and  as  he  was  soon  to  be  followed 
by  many  of  his  nationality,  surprise  has  been  ex- 
pressed that  he  did  not  have  the  church  organized 
as  a  Welsh  church.  To  this  his  reply  always  was : 
"  English  is  the  language  of  this  country,  and  I  saw 
that  the  future  of  my  children  and  of  my  fellow- 
countrymen  was  identified  with  that  language;  and 
therefore  sound  wisdom  dictated  a  policy  which  would 
Americanize  them  as  soon  as  possible." 

This  far-sighted  policy  he  alwaj's  adhered  to;  and 
while  proud  of  his  Welsh  origin,  he  never  to  any 
great  extent  gave  pecuniary  aid  or  encouragement  to 
the  support  of  separate  Welsh  organizations.  He  even 
opposed  them  as  detrimental  to  the  best  interests  of 
his  countrymen.  He  judged  it  wiser  and  better  to 
have  them  at  once  mingle  as  much  as  possible  with 
Americans,  that  they  might  the  sooner  become  one 
with  them. 

By  an  arrangement  with  Mr.  Thomas,  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Landis  ministered  to  the  little  church  for  some  time 
after  its  organization;  but  in  1841  he  discontinued 
his  labors  in  Catasauqua,  and  the  church  was  for 
a  while  without  regular  preaching.  During  the  time 
that  Rev.  Mr.-  Landis  served  the  people,  but  at  what 
exact  date  is  not  known,  Mr.  David  Williams,  Sr., 
was  ordained  elder,  and  filled  the  office  with  great 
acceptance  until  his  death,  Aug.  14,  1845. 

In  1842,  Rev.  Richard  Walker  succeeded  Mr.  Landis 
as  pastor  of  the  Allentown  Church,  and  preached  to 
the  Catasauqua  people  as  stated  supply,  occupying 
the  pulpit  in  the  afternoon  of  every  alternate  Sabbath. 
This  arrangement  continued  for  some  years,  during 
which  Messrs.  Joshua  Hunt  and  William  J.  Romig, 
M.D.,  were  chosen  elders  and  ordained  Sept.  13,  1846. 
In  1850  the  church,  numbering  about  twenty-five 
members,  obtained  from  the  court  of  Lehigh  County 
an  act  of  incorporation,  dated  December  3d  of  that 
year,  under  the  style  and  title  of  "  New  School  Pres- 
byterian Church  of  Catasauqua."  This  was  afterwards, 
Feb.  25, 1853,  changed  to  "First  Presbyterian  Church 
of  Catasauqua,"  it  being  tjie  first  church  organized 
and  incorporated  in  the  town. 
The  church  at  this  time  was  under  the  care  of  the 


Third  Presbytery  of  Philadelphia,  and  so  continued 
until  a  change  of  boundary  lines  brought  it  within 
the  Fourth  Presbytery.  About  the  time  of  its  incor- 
poration permission  was  obtained  from  the  Third 
Presbytery  of  Philadelphia  to  have  the  services  of  a 
resident  minister.  Accordingly,  Rev.  Charles  Evans, 
a  licentiate  of  the  Presbytery  of  Wilmington,  Del., 
was  engaged  for  six  months.  At  the  end  of  that  time 
the  Rev.  Hugh  Carlisle  was  employed  and  served  as 
stated  supply  for  about  one  year  and  a  half.  While 
here  he  was  elected  pastor,  but  for  some  reason  the 
call  was  never  prosecuted,  and  he  was  not  installed. 
During  his  term  of  service  Messrs.  William  McClel- 
land and  David  Williams  were  chosen  elders  and  set 
apart  as  such  Dec.  8,  1851.  Rev.  Andrew  Culver  ot 
Manayunk,  Pa.,  and  Rev.  Cornelius  Earle,  of  Union- 
ville,  Pa.,  were  present,  assisting  in  a  protracted  meet- 
ing, and  took  part  in  the  services  of  ordination,,  the 
latter  giving  the  charge  to  the  people. 

In  October,  1852,  Rev.  Cornelius  Earle  resigned 
his  charge  in  Unionville,  Centre  Co.,  Pa.,  and  on  the 
14th  of  the  same  month  removed  to  Catasauqua,  and 
as  pastor-elect  began  his  labors  in  this  place.'  In  May, 
1853,  he  was  formally  installed  as  pastor,  being  the 
first  one  so  installed.  On  this  occasion  Rev.  Richard 
Walker  presided  as  moderator  and  put  the  constitu- 
tional questions;  Rev.  Ellis  I.  Richards,  D.D.,  of 
Reading,  Pa.,  preached  the  sermon ;  Rev.  John  Pat- 
ton,  D.D.,  of  Philadelphia,  gave  the  charge  to  the 
pastor,  and  Rev.  Duncan  K.  Turner,  of  Neshaminy, 
Pa.,  gave  the  charge  to  the  people. 

The  congregation  continued  to  occupy  the  old  build- 
ing erected  in  1839-40  until  increase  in  numbers  and 
wealth  called  for  a  new  and  better  one.  Accordingly 
a  building  committee  was  appointed,  consisting  of  the 
pastor.  Rev.  C.  Earle,  and  Messrs.  D.  Thomas,  Joshua 
Hunt,  Morgan  Emanuel,  and  William  IMcClelland. 
By  an  arrangement  with  Mr.  Thomas,  the  original 
donor,  the  plot  of  ground  running  from  Church  Street 
to  Bridge  Street  was  exchanged  for  another  deemed 
more  eligible,  situated  on  the  north  corner  of  Second 
and  Pine  Streets,  in  size  one  hundred  and  eighty  by 
one  hundred  and  eighty  feet.  On  this  the  corner- 
stone of  the  new  church  was  laid  at  half-past  five 
o'clock  Saturday  afternoon,  Sept.  23,  1854,  by  the 
pastor.  Rev.  C.  Earle;  an  address  was  delivered  by  the 
Rev.  Richard  Walker,  of  Allentown,  and  Rev.  Leslie 
Irwin,  of  Bath,  took  part  in  the  services.  At  this 
time  the  church  numbered  sixty  communicant  mem- 
bers, and  the  Sabbath -school  was  large  and  flourish- 
ing. 

The  new  edifice,  still  occupied  by  the  First  Church, 
is  of  brick,  semi-Gothic  in  style,  the  main  building 
forty  by  sixty-three,  exclusive  of  tower  and  pulpit- 
recess,  and  has  a  transept  on  the  south  side  twenty  by 
thirty  feet,  which  forms  part  of  the  audience-room, 
and  an  organ  transept  on  the  north  side  ten  by  twenty 
In  this  is  a  fine  organ,  the  gift  of  Mr.  David 


feet. 


Thomas,  valued  at  two  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 


BOROUGH   OF   CATASAUQUA. 


251 


The  spire  is  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet  high  in- 
cluding the  finial.  In  the  tower  is  a  fine-toned  bell 
of  Meneeley's  make. 

The  building,  although  completed  some  time  before, 
was  not  opened  for  worship  until  it  could  be  dedicated 
free  from  debt.  Delay  also  took  place  that  arrange- 
ments might  be  made  to  light  it  with  gas.  This  led 
to  the  incorporation  of  the  Catasauqua  Gas  Company, 
a  fact  not  known  to  many.  So  that  in  a  double  sense 
the  church  has  given  light  to  the  town. 

At  length  the  church  was  solemnly  dedicated  to  the 
worship  of  God  on  Sabbath,  the  11th  day  of  May, 
1856.  Rev.  George  DuflSeld,  D.D.,  preached  the  dedi- 
catory sermon,  Eev.  C.  Earle  offered  the  dedicatory 
prayer,  and  Rev.  R.  Walker  took  part  in  the  services. 
In  the  afternoon  Rev.  Jacob  Becker,  of  the  German 
Reformed  Church,  preached  in  the  German  language. 

The  old  building  was  sold  for  thirty -five  dollars, 
subject  to  removal.  The  pulpit  and  pews  were  placed 
at  the  disposal  of  Rev.  C.  Earle,  and  by  him  used  at 
Hokendauqua,  where  about  this  time  he  organized  a 
Presbyterian  Church,  and  to  which  he  ministered  for 
thirteen  years,  and  until  the  church  at  that  place  was 
built  and  the  lecture-room  had  been  dedicated,  and 
the  congregation  was  large  enough  and  strong  enough 
to  have  a  pastor  of  its  own. 

The  pews  in  the  new  church  at  Catasauqua  were 
distributed  by  lot  among  all  who  desired  regular  sit- 
tings. The  result  was  very  satisfactory  to  the  holders, 
many  of  whom,  surprising  as  it  may  seem,  drew  the 
very  pews  they  had  particularly  desired. 

Provision  was  made  for  the  support  of  the  gospel 
by  voluntary  contributions.  This  plan  was  adhered 
to  until  1868,  when  the  rent  system  was  adopted. 

As  commemorative  of  the  reunion  of  the  Old  and 
New  School  Assemblies  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  a 
memorial  chapel  was  built.  The  corner-stone  of  this 
was  laid  by  the  pastor  May  13,  1871,  and  dedicated 
by  him  December  10th  of  the  same  year.  The  build- 
ing is  of  brick,  semi-Gothic,  and  in  size  is  about  thirty- 
five  by  eighty-two.  It  contains  rooms  for  all  church 
purposes,  and  is  used  for  mid-week  services  and  by 
the  Sabbath -school.  The  Sabbath-school  numbers 
about  three  hundred  members,  teachers  and  scholars. 
Mr.  Joshua  Hunt  served  as  superintendent  for  nearly  i 
thirty-six  years.  He  resigned  in  1882,  and  was  suc- 
ceeded by  Mr.  John  Williams,  the  present  incumbent. 

On  the  north  of  the  church  building,  with  a  space 
of  forty  feet  between  the  two  buildings  and  fronting 
on  Second  Street,  is  one  of  the  most  beautiful  and  con- 
veniently arranged  manses  in  the  State.  It  is  of  brick, 
and  in  style  corresponds  with  the  other  buildings. 
The  congregation  has  always  been  remarkable  for  its 
punctuality  and  promptitude  in  all  things.  It  is 
claimed  for  it  that  during  thirty  years  no  regular 
church  service  has  ever  been  begun  two  minutes  after 
the  appointed  time,— a  fact  which  deserves  mention 
in  its  history. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  church  Nov.  26,  1874,  Messrs. 


John  Hudders,  John  Williams,  and  William  G.  Lewis 
were  elected  elders,  and  they  were  duly  set  apart  on 
the  following  Sabbath,  Nov.  29,  1874. 

Since  its  organization,  in  1839,  about  six  hundred 
and  ten  persons  have  been  connected  with  it  as  com- 
municant members.  Of  this  number  five  hundred 
and  thirty  united  under  its  present  pastor,  viz. :  three 
hundred  and  twelve  on  profession  of  faith,  and  two 
hundred  and  eighteen  by  letters  from  other  churches. 

Through  the  labors  of  its  pastor  it  has  been  particu- 
larly and  directly  identified  with  the  organization  of 
the  churches  of  Hokendauqua,  Lockridge,  Ferndale, 
and  Bethlehem.  It  has  contributed  liberally  to  every 
Pi'oteiitant  church  in  town,  and  its  own  property  is 
free  from  debt. 

Present  pastor.  Rev.  Cornelius  Earle.  Former  and 
present  elders,  David  Thomas,  David  Williams,  Sr., 
Joshua  Hunt,  William  J.  Eomig,  M.D.,  William  Mc- 
Clelland, David  Williams,  Jr.,  John  Hudders,  John 
Williams,  and  William  G.  Lewis ;  Clerk  of  Session, 
William  G.  Lewis;  Superintendent  of  Sunday-school, 
John  Williams;  Organist,  Professor  James  Prescott. 

Rev.  Cornelius  Eakle. — As  a  sketch  of  the  First 
Presbyterian  Church  of  Catasauqua,  and  an  engraving 
of  the  first  and  second  houses  of  worship  used  by  that 
congregation  appear  in  this  work,  it  is  deemed  fitting 
to  also  present  a  portrait  of  their  first,  and  up  to  this 
time  their  only  settled  pastor,  together  with  a  brief 
biographical  notice. 

The  clergyman  referred  to,  Rev.  Cornelius  Earle, 
son  of  Cornelius  and  Maria  Lent  Earle,  was  born  in 
New  York  City,  July  11,  1823.  He  was  the  fifth  of 
seven  children,  viz.,  four  sons  and  three  daughters. 
His  great-great- great-grandfather,  Edward  Earle,  came 
from  England  about  1672,  and  first  appears  in  the 
official  records  of  the  Province  of  New  Jersey  as  the 
purchaser  of  the  Island  of  Secaucus  (in  the  Indian 
tongue  "Ci-ka-kus")  for  the  sum  of  two  thousand 
Dutch  dollars,  together  with  the  stock  and  "8  or  10 
negro  and  Christian  servants."  The  island  contained 
about  three  thousand  acres,  and  in  the  history  of  those 
days  is  described  as  "  the  bravest  Plantation  in  the 
Province."  Built  into  the  wall  of  the  oldest  house 
upon  the  island  at  the  present  time  is  a  stone  in- 
scribed "  Edward  Earle,  1678."  It  appears  to  have 
been  taken  from  a  house  built  before  the  present  one. 
The  family  still  preserve  the  ancestral  crest  handed 
down  from  John  de  Erlegh,  1132,  viz.,  a  wounded 
lion,  with  the  motto,  "  Vulvenitus  non  victus."  His 
mother,  Maria  Lent,  was  the  great-great-granddaugh- 
ter of  Baron  Resolved  Waldron,  who  came  to  New 
Amsterdam  (now  New  York)  in  1647,  in  the  suite  of 
Governor  Peter  Stuyvesant.  He  was  the  Governor's 
private  secretary,  and  served  in  that  capacity  for  six- 
teen years  consecutively.  The  family  records  show 
that  the  title  and  letters  patent  were  granted  by  the 
Dutch  government  to  Rudolph  Waldron,  the  head  of 
the  family,  in  1120,  and  to  his  son,  Baron  Richard 
Waldron,  by  the  English  government  in  1166.     The 
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crest  is  a  tiger  rampant,  and  the  motto,  "  Nee  bene- 
ficii  immemor,  nee  injurise."  Tlie  old  family  mansion, 
built  by  Baron  Resolved  Waldron,  in  1660,  on  the 
shore  of  the  East  River,  near  the  foot  of  the  present 
Eighty  eighth  Street,  was  taken  down  so  recently  as 
1870,  being  two  hundred  and  ten  years  old.  These 
points  are  referred  to  here  as  matters  of  antiquarian 
interest. 

Coming  down  to  the  subject  of  the  present  sketch, 
Rev,  Cornelius  Earle  was  born,  as  aforesaid,  in  New 
York  City.  He  pursued  his  preparatory  studies  in 
the  University  Grammar  School,  of  which  Rev.  Cyrus 
Mason,  D.D.,  was  at  that  time  rector,  and  Rev.  Cor- 
nelius H.  Edgar,  D.D.,  now  of  Easton,  Pa.,  and  John 
Leckie,  of  Edinburgh,  Scotland,  were  principal  in- 
structors. Rev.  George  H.  Houghton,  D.D.,  now 
rector  of  the  Church  of  the  Transfiguration  in  New 
York  City,  was  also  one  of  his  tutors. 

He  entered  the  Freshman  Class  of  the  University 
of  the  City  of  New  York  in  1841,  and  was  graduated 
as  an  "  Honor  Man"  in  1845,  having  as  his  part  "  The 
Philosophical  Oration." 

Hon.  Theodore  Frelinghuysen,  LL.D.,  was  at  that 
time  chancellor,  andTayler  Lewis,  LL.D.,  E.  A.  John- 
son, LL.D.,  Rev.  C.  S.  Henry,  D.D.,  John  Draper, 
M.D.,  LL.D.,  and  B.  F.  Joslin,  LL.D.,  were  distin- 
guished professors  in  that  institution. 

In  the  autumn  of  the  same  year  he  began  his  theo- 
logical course  in  the  Union  Theological  Seminary, 
New  York  City,  in  which  "school  of  the  prophets" 
Rev.  Edward  Robinson,  D.D.,  Rev.  Henry  White, 
D.D.,  Rev.  Thomas  H.  Skinner,  D.D.,  LL.D.,  and 
Rev.  Samuel  H.  Cox,  D.D.,  LL.D.,  then  taught. 

Mr.  Earle  was  licensed  to  preach  the  gospel  by  the 
Third  Presbytery  of  New  York  City  in  1848.  He 
soon  after  transferred  his  relation  to  the  Presbytery  of 
Wilmington,  Del.,  in  order  that  he  might  take  charge 
of  the  church  of  Unionville,  Chester  Co.,  Pa.,  and 
Kennett  Square,  then  a  mission  station  annexed  to  it. 
He  was  installed  pastor  Dec.  7,  1848.  He  resigned 
his  charge  there  Oct.  1,  1852,  and  removed  to  Cata- 
sauqua.  Pa.,  October  14th,  and  began  his  labors  there 
as  "  pastor  elect."  He  was  installed  pastor  over  the 
First  Church  of  Catasauqua  in  May,  1853. 

The  congregation  at  that  time  worshiped  in  the 
little  frame  edifice  of  which  an  engraving  appears  in 
this  work. 

The  church  grew  under  his  ministration,  and  on  the 
23d  of  September,  1864,  the  corner-stone  of  the  new 
house  of  worship  was  laid  on  the  corner  of  Second 
and  Pine  Streets.  This  building  was  dedicated  May 
11,  1856. 

To  commemorate  the  reunion  of  the  so-called  "  Old 
and  New  School"  branches  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  (to  the  latter  of  which  this  church  be- 
longed), the  corner-stone  of  a  "  memorial  chapel"  was 
laid  May  13,  1871,  and  the  edifice  duly  dedicated  on 
Sunday,  Dec.  10,  1871. 

In  addition  to  his  charge  at  Catasauqua,  Mr.  Earle 


originated  several  church  enterprises  in  neighboring 
towns.  Soon  after  the  Thomas  Iron-Works  were 
started  at  Hokendauqua,  as  seven  members  of  his 
church  at  Catasauqua  had  removed  thither,  he  or- 
ganized the  "  Presbyterian  Church  of  Hokendauqua." 
For  a  time  religious  services  were  held  in  a  barn 
owned  by  the  company  ;  afterwards,  for  a  little  while, 
in  the  room  over  the  company's  office.  Having  served 
the  little  band  for  full  twelve  years  under  great  dis- 
advantages, and  wishing  to  lighten  his  labors,  he  se- 
cured the  erection  of  the  building  now  owned  and 
used  by  the  Presbyterian  Church  there.  He  at  the 
same  time  obtained  from  the  board  of  directors  the 
grant  of  an  additional  lot  adjoining  the  church  lot, 
"  as  the  site  of  a  parsonage,  whenever  circumstances 
should  call  for  the  erection  of  one."  Having  carried 
forward  the  enterprise  until  the  new  church  was  about 
completed,  and  the  lecture-room  part  of  it  had  been 
dedicated,  he  announced  to  the  people  his  intention 
to  withdraw,  and  requested  them  to  secure  the  ser- 
vices of  a  pastor  to  reside  among  them.  This  was 
done,  and  Mr.  Earle's  connection  with  them  ceased. 

An  opportunity  soon  after  this  presenting  itself  to 
start  a  church  at  Lockridge  (or  Alburtis),  where  a 
furnace  was  about  this  time  built,  and  the  nucleus  of 
a  little  town  formed,  the  temptation  was  too  great 
to  be  resisted,  and  he  commenced  religious  services 
there  on  Wednesday  evenings,  using  an  old  school- 
house  which  was  fitted  up  for  the  purpose  by  Mr.  V. 
W.  Weaver,  superintendent  of  the  works.  Having 
invited  Rev.  Mr.  Little  to  co-operate  with  him,  they 
preached  there  on  alternate  Sabbaths,  using  for  their 
transit  a  small  locomotive  which  the  Thomas  Iron 
Company  generously  placed  at  their  disposal,  and 
which,  as  the  only  available  means  of  reaching  the 
place  (seventeen  miles  distant  from  Catasauqua), 
quietly  bore  them  to  and  fro.  Their  Sabbath  scruples 
in  the  case  were  overcome  by  the  consideration  that 
it  was  the  only  way  to  cover  thirty-four  miles  of  travel 
in  the  time  they  had  to  spare  from  other  duties,  and 
involved  less  real  work  than  the  use  of  horses  would 
have  done.  This  arrangement  continued  for  a  year 
or  more,  at  the  end  of  which  time  Rev.  Mr.  Walker, 
of  Allentown,  being  without  a  charge,  was  engaged, 
and  both  the  other  clergymen  withdrew,  not,  however, 
until  Mr.  Earle  had  obtained  fiom  the  Thomas  Iron 
Company  a  grant  of  land  for  church  and  cemetery 
purposes,  and  a  liberal  contribution  of  money  for  the 
infant  enterprise. 

Very  soon  after  withdrawing  from  the  Lockridge 
mission,  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  David  Thomas,  Rev. 
Mr.  Earle  began  to  hold  religious  services  at  Fern- 
dale  (Fullerton),  one  mile  below  Catasauqua,  wor- 
shiping at  first  in  a  small  barn  which  Mr.  Thomas  had 
fitted  up  for  the  purpose.  At  that  place  Mr.  Earle 
organized  the  "  Ferndale  Presbyterian  Church,"  Oct. 
14,  1871,  it  being  the  nineteenth  anniversary  of  his 
coming  to  Catasauqua.  He  continued  to  minister  to 
it  until  stricken  down  with  a  long  and  severe  illness. 
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After  his  recovery,  feeling  that  it  was  too  heavy  an 
addition  to  his  other  pastoral  work,  he  was,  at  his 
own  request,  relieved  by  the  Presbytery  of  Lehigh, 
and  on  his  recommendation  Eev.  Mr.  Little,  who  had 
officiated  during  Mr.  Earle's  illness,  was  given  the 
charge  of  it. 

Several  years  now  passed,  when,  two  or  three  of 
Mr.  Earle's  members  having  removed  to  Bethlehem, 
he  was  led  to  look  up  the  Presbyterians  residing  there. 
Finding  the  number  sufficient  to  warrant  the  organi- 
zation of  a  Presbyterian  Church  in  Bethlehem  proper, 
in  which  there  was  no  church  of  that  order  at  the 
time  (although  one  had  been  organized  in  South 
Bethlehem),  and  having  by  personal  visitation  kindled 
their  enthusiasm,  "  The  First  Presbyterian  Church  of 
Bethlehem"  was  duly  organized  November,  1875,  by 
a  committee  appointed  for  the  purpose  by  the  Pres- 
bytery of  Lehigh.  To  consolidate  and  watch  over 
them  until  a  pastor  could  be  secured,  Mr.  Earle  acted 
as  a  volunteer  pastor,  and  preached  for  them  gratu- 
itously every  Wednesday  evening  during  the  winter, 
and  withdrew  only  when  the  present  pastor,  Rev.  A. 
D.  Moore,  was  ready  to  take  charge  of  the  flock, 
which  he  did  in  1876. 

The  several  enterprises  above  named  begun  by  him 
and  carried  to  a  point  where  they  could  stand  alone, 
were  not  undertaken  to  "  eke  out  his  salary."  The 
liberality  of  his  own  church  in  Catasauqua  rendered 
that  unnecessary.  They  were  undertaken  through 
his  zeal  for  a  cause  dear  to  his  heart,  and  to  which  he 
had  devoted  his  life. 

Rev.  Mr.  Earle  was  twice  married.  The  first  time, 
Nov.  12,  1849,  by  Rev.  Joseph  C.  Stiles,  D.D.,  pastor 
of  Mercer  Street  Church,  New  York  City,  to  Miss 
Maria  Louisa  Lent,  daughter  of  John  A.  and  Catha- 
rine Van  Beuren  Lent,  all  of  New  York  City.  This 
most  estimable  lady  died  in  Catasauqua,  Dec.  18, 
1856.  Two  children  were  born  of  this  marriage,  viz. : 
Alletta  M.  Earle,  in  Unionville,  Pa.,  Aug.  22,  1851 ; 
died  in  Catasauqua,  Dec.  28,  1872  ;  and  Edward  M. 
Earle,  now  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  born  in  Catasauqua, 
Pa.,  April  13,  1855. 

After  an  interval  of  over  three  years,  Mr.  Earle  was 
married  a  second  time,  April  26,  1860,  by  Rev.  Wil- 
liam Payne,  D.D.,  rector  of  St.  George's  Church, 
Schenectady,  N.  Y.,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Zullagar, 
daughter  of  John  and  Mary  Langley  Zullagar,  all  of 
the  above-named  place. 

The  second  Mrs.  Earle,  like  her  predecessor,  greatly 
beloved  and  deeply  lamented,  died  in  Catasauqua, 
April  29,  1872. 

In  secular  matters  Mr.  Earle  has  been  closely  iden- 
tified with  several  enterprises  of  local  interest.  That 
the  new  church  on  Pine  Street  might  be  lighted  with 
gas,  he  brought  about  the  organization  of  the  "  Cata- 
sauqua Gas  Company,"  before  unthought  of,  and  which 
owes  its  origin  at  the  time  it  was  formed  to  Mr.  Earle's 
persistence  in  the  purpose  not  to  use  the  church  until 
it  could  be  thus  lighted. 


On  the  fall  of  Fort  Sumter,  Col.  M.  H.  Horn  and  Mr. 
Earle  called  the  first  public  meeting  in  High-School 
Hall,  and  Mr.  Earle  made  the  first  speech  and  the 
first  call  for  volunteers  on  that  occnsion.  The  bugle- 
call  thus  sounded,  the  First  Church  and  its  pastor 
stood  together  during  all  the  weary  struggle,  and 
again  and  again  the  old  church-bell  rang  out  the  peal 
of  victory,  or  summoned  the  friends  of  the  Union  to 
fresh  efforts  in  its  defense  until  peace  came. 

On  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Samuel  Thomas  that  a 
soldiers'  monument  should  be  erected,  Mr.  Earle  or- 
ganized the  "  Monument  Association,"  and  served  as 
its  secretary.  ,He  drew  up  the  constitution  and  by- 
laws, named  its  members,  arranged  the  inscriptions 
and  singularly  appropriate  texts  on  the  four  sides  of 
the  monumtent;  also  the  order  of  exercises  on  the 
day  of  dedication,  and  delivered  the  historical  ora- 
tion, Maj.  Calhoun  being  the  orator  of  the  day. 
That  neither  his  name  nor  that  of  any  civilian  mem- 
ber of  the  committee  appears  anywhere  on  the  monu- 
ment is  due  to  the  decision  that  "no  man's  name 
should  be  inscribed  on  the  monument  unless  he  had 
been  sworn  into  the  service  of  the  United  States,  and 
had  been  under  the  enemy's  fire."  Hence  it  is  just 
what  it  purports  to  be,  a  "  Soldiers'  Monument." 

For  the  past  seven  or  eight  years  Mr.  Earle  has 
been  the  chaplain  of  the  Fourth  Regiment  National 
Guards  of  Pennsylvania,  commissioned  by  Governor 
Hoyt. 

His  pastorate  has  been  as  happy  and  harmonious 
as  it  has  been  long,  and  has  been  blessed  with  repeated 
revivals.  The  length  of  it,  and  the  harmony  which 
for  more  than  thirty-one  years  has  prevailed,  are  the 
more  noteworthy  when  it  is  borne  in  mind  that  during 
that  time  the  town  and  country  have  passed  through 
labor  crises  and  political  crises  of  the  severest  kind. 
Moreover,  that  the  church  itself  is  composed  of  five 
or  six  different  nationalities,  and  as  many  denomina- 
tions; and  that  the  rich  and  the  poor,  the  employer 
and  the  employed,  during  all  these  years,  have  peace- 
fully worshiped  together. 

The  official  records  of  the  denomination  show  that 
in  the  numbers  added  to  its  membership,  and  in  the 
amount  of  money  contributed  for  home  support  and 
to  the  benevolent  cause  of  the  denomination,  the 
First  Church  is  behind  few,  and  in  advance  of  many 
sister  churches,  if  judged  by  its  numbers  and  ability. 

It  possesses  a  valuable  property,  consisting  of  church, 
chapel,  and  manse,  beautiful  for  situation,  and  beauti- 
ful in  themselves.  This  is  particularly  true  of  the 
manse.  When  about  to  build,  a  definite  sum  was 
placed  at  Mr.  Earle's  disposal,  and  he  was  simply 
told  to  "  build  to  suit  yourself,  and  it  will  suit  us." 
He  did  so,  and  "  it  is  a  house  to  live  in." 

The  buildings  owe  their  existence  very  largely  to 
his  zeal  and  foresight,  and  in  the  style  and  arrange- 
ment of  them,  within  and  without,  they  are  monu- 
ments of  the  largeness  of  heart  of  the  people,  and 
the  taste  and  executive  ability  and  steadfastness  of 
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purpose  of  the  pastor.  All  things  considered,  his 
pastorate  may  be  claimed  to  be  a  fairly  successful 
one,  and  for  the  length  of  it  in  these  times  of  change, 
and  the  results  of  it,  worthy  of  record  in  this  history 
of  the  Lehigh  Valley. 

Bridge  Street  Presbyterian  Church.— The  plant- 
ing of  Presbyterianism,  so  early  as  1736,  in  that  part 
of  Northampton  County  widely  known  as  the  "  Irish 
Settlement"  (so  called  from  the  nationality  of  its  first 
population)  led  to  the  organization  of  the  Bridge 
Street  Presbyterian  Church,  Catasauqua.  The  terri- 
tory occupied  by  the  "  Allen  Township"  or  "  Settle- 
ment" congregation  extended  from  Bath  to  the  Lehigh 
River,  and  within  these  limits  the  Crane  Iron  Com- 
pany established  its  works  in  1839.  This  new  and 
great  industry  at  once  attracted  large  numbers  of 
workmen  and  their  families  from  Presbyterian  Ulster, 
in  the  North  of  Ireland,  who  naturally  looked  for 
Christian  fellowship  among  the  descendants  of  their 
countrymen,  then  the  thrifty  farmers  of  the  rich  and 
prosperous  "  Settlement.''  The  mother  church  at  that 
time  had  for  pastor  the  Rev.  Leslie  Irwin,  himself  a 
native  of  Ireland,  and  a  graduate  of  Belfast  Royal 
Institution.  He  was  a  most  faithful  and  devoted 
minister  of  the  gospel,  and  from  the  beginning  ex- 
tended his  watchful  and  loving  pastoral  care  to  the 
new  colony  on  the  Lehigh.  At  great  personal  incon- 
venience, and  in  the  most  inclement  seasons,  he 
visited  the  families  from  house  to  house,  and  once 
every  Sabbath  preached  to  them  the  gospel  of  the 
kingdom.  In  compliance  with  a  petition  from  the 
people,  the  Presbytery  of  Newton,  in  August,  1850, 
organized  the  church  with  thirty-two  members,  and 
ordained  James  McClelland  its  first  ruling  elder. 
Mr.  Irwin  continued  his  ministry  for  a  period  of  fif- 
teen years  after  its  organization,  during  which  time 
he  had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  the  good  fruits  of 
his  labors  in  the  increase  of  the  membership  aqd 
Christian  usefulness  of  the  church.  He  was  suc- 
ceeded by  Rev.  James  Lewers,  who  labored  in  word 
and  doctrine  with  great  fidelity  and  encouraging  suc- 
cess till  stricken  down  by  the  hand  of  death  on  Aug. 
23,  1868,  in  the  third  year  of  his  pastorate.  During 
the  period  of  his  ministerial  services  the  church  en- 
joyed great  prosperity.  It  grew  in  numbers  and  in 
grace  and  in  good  works,  and  then  erected  that  sub- 
stantial and  costly  edifice  in  which  the  church  wor- 
ships at  the  present  time.  In  the  fall  of  1868  the 
Rev.  William  Fulton  was  chosen  pastor,  and  soon 
thereafter  entered  this  field  of  labor.  He  was  an  able 
and  acceptable  minister  of  the  New  Testament,  and 
under  his  ministry  the  church  became  stronger  still 
in  numbers  and  resources  and  spiritual  activity.  The 
large  debt  which  encumbered  its  property  was  much 
reduced.  The  financial  embarrassments  which  at 
that  time  affected  the  public  industries  of  Catasau- 
qua, followed  by  unhappy  divisions  which  then  crept 
in  among  the  people,  had  a  most  injurious  influence 
on  the  peace  and  harmony  and  prosperity  which  had 


previously  characterized  its  history.  As  a  conse- 
quence the  church  suffered  seriously  in  loss  of  mem- 
bers and  loss  of  means.  Mr.  Fulton  resigned  his 
pastoral  charge  in  October,  1875,  and  in  May,  1876, 
the  Rev.  D.  Harbison,  the  present  pastor,  was  duly 
installed  by  the  Presbytery  of  Lehigh.  The  church, 
though  weakened  by  previous  division,  is  now  united 
and  growing,  has  recently  succeeded  in  paying  off  the 
indebtedness  which  for  many  years  was  a  heavy  and 
oppressive  burden,  and  in  the  enjoyment  of  tokens  of 
the  divine  favor,  is  endeavoring  to  be  faithful  to  her 
high  trust. 

Methodist  Episcopal  Church, — It  was  in  the  year 
1845  that  the  first  Methodist  sermon  was  preached  in 
Catasauqua.  Isaac  Larash  had  built  a  small  frame 
house  on  what  is  now  known  as  Church  Street,  in 
which  two  rooms  could  temporarily  be  thrown  into 
one.  Here  Newton  Heston,  then  stationed  in  Allen- 
town,  preached  the  first  sermon.  George  Quigley  and 
Thomas  Murphy  also  preached  occasionally  while  sta- 
tioned at  Allentown,  as  did  Samuel  Irvine.  The  con- 
gregation soon  became  too  large  for  its  meetings  to  be 
held  in  the  house  of  Mr.  Larash,  and  Mrs.  Jeanette 
Frederick  and  Mrs.  Amelia  Matchett  obtained  the 
use  of  the  Second  Street  school-house.  From  this 
time  on,  for  several  years,  there  was  occasional  preach- 
ing at  various  places  by  the  Revs.  A.  H.  Hobbs,  H.  H. 
Hickman,  and  F.  D.  Eagan.  At  the  time  the  latter 
preached  here  there  were  nine  members,  among  whom 
were  Jeanette  Frederick,  Amelia  Matchett,  Margaret 
Rogers,  and  Samuel  Steel.  It  was  under  Mr.  Eagan's 
preaching  that  the  church  edifice  was  built,  in  1859, 
and  dedicated  on  Christmas  day  of  that  year,  although 
the  upper  part  was  not  finished  until  1867,  when  a  re- 
dedication  took  place.  The  first  trustees'  meeting  was 
held  at  the  house  of  Joseph  Reichert,  April  17, 1860,  the 
members  present  being  Charles  Grafiin,  Arthur  Camp- 
bell, and  Joseph  Reichert.  In  November  of  the  same 
year  a  charter  of  incorporation  was  granted.  The 
church  was  supplied  by  ministers  from  Allentown  and 
elsewhere  until  1864,  when  C.  H.  Bickley  was  ap- 
pointed pastor.  He  served  until  1865.  Since  then 
the  succession  of  pastors  has  been  as  follows:  1865, 
H.  F.  Isett ;  1866,  S.  B.  Best ;  1869,  J.  J.  Jones  ;  1871, 
William  P.  Howell;  1874,  Jeremiah  Pastorfield ;  1876, 
G.  Oram;  1879,  D.  M.  Young;  ISSl,  L.  B.  Hoffman 
(six  months)  ;  1881,  S.  O.  Garrison.  The  church, 
thougli  for  several  years  leading  a  struggling  and 
somewhat  feeble  existence,  is  now  in  excellent  condi- 
tion. There  is  a  Sunday-school  in  connection  with 
the  church,  of  which  the  first  meeting  was  held 
Feb.  25,  1860.  It  is  at  present  in  charge  of  James 
Thomas. 

Emanuel's  German  Evangelical  Church.— There 
was  preaching  in  Catasauqua  by  Henry  Bucks  and 
Noah  McLain,  of  this  denomination,  in  1848,  and  the 
same  year  the  first  church  of  this  denomination  was 
built  on  the  Howertown  road,  between  Union  and 
Wood  Streets.    It  was  a  brick  structure  about  thirty 
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by  thirty-eight  feet  in  dimensions,  and  cost  eight 
hundred  dollars,  while  the  lot  cost  enough  more  to 
make  the  entire  expense  nearly  one  thousand  dollars. 
The  trustees  at  the  time  the  church  was  built  were 
Charles  G.  Schneller,  William  Neighley,  and  Henry 
Youndt.  The  church  society  had  been  organized  six 
years  prior  to  the  date  of  building,  or  in  1842,  though 
it  had  not  reached  a  very  promising  condition  until 
the  date  with  which  we  have  seen  fit  to  open  this  brief 
sketch.  The  original  members  were  Henry  Youndt 
and  wife,  Enoch  Youndt  and  wife,  Abram  Youndt 
and  wife,  Joseph  Youndt  and  wife,  Valentine  Knoll, 
Matthias  Knoll  and  wife,  and  Sebastian  Knoll.  By 
1870  the  society  had  received  so  many  accessions  that 
its  old  house  of  worship  was  no  longer  adequate  for 
its  accommodation,  and  the  present  structure  on  the 
corner  of  Second  and  Walnut  Streets  was  erected. 
This  is  a  handsome  brick  church  with  a  wooden  dome, 
and  is  of  ample  size  for  the  congregation.  It  cost 
about  ten  thousand  dollars,  and  its  erection  was  super- 
intended by  William  Michael,  David  Tombler,  Owen 
Schwartz,  C.  G.  Schneller,  and  Aaron  Klick,  who 
were  at  that  time  trustees.  A  lot  with  a  good  house 
upon  it,  whicb  has  since  been  used  as  a  parsonage, 
was  purchased  in  1874. 

The  pastors  who  have  served  this  congregation 
have  been  as  follows  ;  Eevs.  William  Hessart,  Francis 
Hoffman,  John  Kramer,  Henry  Bucks,  and  Noah 
McLain,  Micheal  Singlinger,  Samuel  Rhoads,  Chris- 
tian Hummel,  Jacob  Gross,  Christian  Myers,  George 
Knerr,  Moses  Dissenger,  George  Haines,  John  Schell, 
John  Koehl,  James  Lehr,  C.  B.  Fleager,  George 
Knerr,  Jacob  Adams,  George  Haines,  C.  Breyogel, 
and  E.  Lichtenwallner,  the  present  incumbent.  The 
church  has  now  about  two  hundred  members,  and  a 
flourishing  Sunday-school,  under  the  superintendence 
of  E.  V.  Schwartz. 

The  German  Reformed  Church.— We  would  natu- 
rally expect  the  Reformed  Church  represented  here, 
surrounded  as  the  town  is  with  numerous  churches  be- 
longing to  that  denomination.  Indeed,  it  would  be  ex- 
pected that  this  denomination  should  be  the  first  one 
on  the  ground  to  organize  a  congregation  ;  but  the 
Reformed  people  moving  into  the  town  continued 
to  hold  their  membership  in  the  congregations  from 
which  they  moved,  tho\igh  that  may  have  been  from 
a  mile  to  six  and  sometimes  more  from  town ;  there 
was  therefore  no  necessity  felt  for  a  congregation 
here  until  people  felt  the  inconvenience  of  attending 
service  at  such  a  distance.  In  the  mean  time  the 
Presbyterians,  many  of  whom  came  from  great  dis- 
tances, immediately  felt  the  need  of  a  house  for  public 
worship,  and  hence  they  erected  for  themselves  a 
chapel  in  1839-40,  and  thus  they  were  the  first  to 
start  church  enterprise  here.  The  Reformed  people, 
feeling  that  to  attend  divine  service  nearer  home 
would  afibrd  much  comfort  and  ease,  yet  loving  the 
church  of  their  fathers,  they  were  granted  the  use 
of  the  Presbyterian  chapel  on  such  days  or  hours 


when  the  Presbyterians  had  no  service,  and  thus  they 
worshiped  here  from  time  to  time  until  a  proper 
organization  was  formed  by  them  under  the  minis- 
terial functions  of  Rev.  Cyrus  J.  Becker,  D.D.,  in 
1848.  We  must  not  omit  to  notice  here  that  much 
credit  is  due  to  Mr.  Nicholas  Balliet  in  bringing  the 
church  intere.-it  of  the  Reformed  people  to  such  defi- 
nite shape.  He  was  a  zealous  laborer  in  the  cause  of 
the  Christian  religion,  and  a  devoted  member  in  the 
Reformed  Church. 

After  an  organization  was  once  effected,  a  move- 
ment was  soon  set  on  foot  to  build  a  church,  but  its 
membership  being  only  about  one  hundred,  cove- 
nanted with  the  Lutheran  people,  who  started  about 
the  same  time  under  the  pastoral  charge  of  Rev. 
Schindel,  and  they  agreed  to  buy  a  lot  and  build  on 
it  jointly,  hence  a  union  church  was  built  in  1852,  on 
a  lot  bought  from  Mr.  Henry  Kurtz,  lying  on  Hower- 
town  road.  It  was  surmounted  with  a  handsome 
steeple  and  bell. 

In  1868  the  Reformed  congregation  made  an  over- 
ture to  the  Lutheran  to  buy  or  sell ;  the  Lutherans 
buying  out  the  Reformed,  the  Reformed  went  out  and 
built  for  itself  a  church  on  a  lot  donated  by  Mr.  Jo- 
seph Laubach  on  corner  of  Third  and  Walnut  Streets. 
The  corner-stone  of  this  church  was  laid  in  April, 
1869,  and  it  was  dedicated  in  the  fall  of  the  same 
year.  This  congregation  was  known  as  the  First 
Reformed  Church  of  Catasauqua,  Pa.  Dissensions 
arose  very  soon  in  the  congregation,  which  resulted 
in  the  resignation  of  the  pastor,  Rev.  C.  Becker, 
and  which  further  resulted  in  weakening  the  organi- 
zation to  but  a  small  number.  In  the  winter  of  1873, 
Rev.  A.  B.  Koplin  was  called  by  the  East  Pennsylvania 
Classis  to  look  after  the  Reformed  interest,  and  he 
succeeded  in  effecting  a  new  organization  under  the 
former  title.  It  soon  had  a  membership  of  over  one 
hundred,  but  the  property  being  burdened  with  a 
heavy  debt,  its  growth  was  retarded,  and  in  1880  the 
property  was  sold  by  the  sheriff,  and  the  organization, 
under  the  title  of  First  Reformed  Church,  disbanded ; 
but  in  April  of  the  same  year,  at  a  public  meeting 
called  for  the  purpose  of  organizing  a  Reformed 
Church,  a  new  organization  was  effected,  under  the 
title  of  Salem's  Reformed  Church  of  Catasauqua. 

This  new  organization  bought  the  property  from 
the  sheriff,  and  efforts  were  at  once  put  forth  to  pay 
for  the  property,  and  last  year  (1883)  the  congrega- 
tion succeeded  in  paying  ofi'  all  indebtedness.  In  all 
this  time  there  was  small  progress  in  the  increase  of 
the  membership,  and  now  (1884)  its  membership 
is  about  one  hundred  and  eighty.  But  the  debt, 
which  had  been  the  chief  hindrance,  now  being  paid, 
there  is  a  prospect  of  a  more  rapid  increase  of  the 
membership.  As  has  been  already  observed,  the 
pastor  of  the  first  organization  was  Rev.  C.  J. 
Becker.  After  his  death,  he  was  followed  by  his  son 
Cyrus,  who  served  the  congregation  until  his  resigna- 
tion, in  1870.     From  this  date  to  1873  the  congrega- 
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tion  was  without  a  regular  pastor.  In  the  fall  or 
winter  of  that  year  Rev.  A.  B.  Koplin  was  called,  and 
he  served  the  congregation  until  1877,  when  he  was 
called  to  another  field,  and  the  congregation  called 
the  Rev.  J.  J.  Crist.  When  the  new  organization  was 
formed,  under  the  title  of  Salem's  Reformed  Church, 
he  was  newly  elected,  and  he  has  hcen  serving  the 
congregation  up  to  this  time. 

St.  Paul's  Lutheran  Church.— St.  Paul's  Luth- 
eran Church,  Catasauqua,  dates  its  origin  from  the 
latter  part  of  the  year  1851.  .Vbout  that  time  Rev. 
Jeremiah  Schindel,  Lutheran,  and  Rev.  J.  C.  Becker, 
D.D.,  Reformed,  began  to  preach  to  the  two  respec- 
tive congregations  that  afterwards  erected  the  St. 
Paul's  Union  Church.  In  the  beginning  of  the  year 
1852  the  two  congregations  were  regularly  organized 
and  the  two  clergymen  mentioned  elected  as  the  first 
regular  pastors.  The  church  building  was  soon  com- 
menced, the  corner-stone  being  laid  on  July  4,  1852, 
and  the  dedication  taking  place  on  Christmas  day  of 
the  same  year.  The  building  committee  consisted  of 
George  Breinig,  Solomon  Biery,  Samuel  Koehler,  and 
Charles  Nolf.  This  Union  Church  continued  until 
March,  1868,  when  the  Reformed  sold  out  their  inter- 
est, and  the  Lutherans  became  sole  owners  of  the 
property. 

The  first  Lutheran  Church  council  was  composed 
of  George  Breinig  and  George  Frederick,  Sr.,  as 
elders;  Reuben  Patterson  and  Jonathan  Snyder,  as 
deacons.  In  1854,  Rev.  Jeremiah  Schindel  resigned, 
and  was  succeeded  by  Rev.  William  Rath,  who  served 
the  congregation  until  July  7, 1861,  when  Rev.  F.  J.  F. 
Schantz  became  pastor,  and  remained  such  until  Sept. 
30,  1866.  From  this  date  until  June  1, 1867,  the  con- 
gregation was  supplied  by  Conference, — Rev.  Carl 
Schlenker  serving  the  same  in  German,  and  Rev. 
E.  J.  Koons,  in  English.  From  June  1,  1867,  Rev. 
J.  D.  Schindel,  a  son  of  the  first  pastor  of  the  con- 
gregation, assumed  charge  of  the  same,  and  yet  serves 
the  congregation. 

The  organists  during  this  time  were  the  following : 
John  S.  P.  Faust,  Edward  Broder,  John  Leonhard, 
Martin  Frankcnfield,  T.  S.  P.  Steiner  (for  twelve 
years),  Norman  C.  Shaffer,  and  the  present  organist, 
John  C.  Schafer. 

During  these  thirty-one  years  the  congregation  has 
had  a  varied  experience,  but  has  always  shown  life 
and  growth.  In  1863  the  building  was  hand.somely 
repaired,  and  in  1871  a  basement  was  made  under  it. 
In  1873  the  dead  buried  in  the  adjoining  lot  were  re- 
moved. In  the  same  year  a  part  of  the  congregation 
severed  their  connection,  and  organized  the  English 
Lutheran  Church  of  the  Holy  Trinity. 

Ever  since  the  organization  of  the  congregation 
both  the  German  and  English  languages  have  been 
used  in  the  services.  At  first  the  English  was  used 
occasionally,  but  at  present  the  two  languages  stand 
on  an  equality.  The  present  membership  of  the  con- 
gregation is  something  over  seven  hundred,  and  the 


Sunday-school  numbers  something  over  five  hundred. 
It  has  a  valuable  property  and  no  debts.  The  present 
church  council  consists  of, — Pastor,  J.  D.  Schindel; 
Elders,  Frederick  Eberhard  and  William  Wolf;  Dea- 
cons, James  Seyfried,  William  F.  Koehler,  Samuel 
Everitt,  and  Sylvester  B.  Harte ;  Trustees,  Philip 
Storm  and  James  0.  Beitel ;  Secretary,  Samuel  J. 
Koehler  ;  and  Treasurer,  Samuel  M.  Snyder.  The 
officers  of  the  Sunday-school  are,  the  pastor  of  the 
congregation  as  superintendent ;  Samuel  J.  Koehler 
and  Paul  C.  Brodbeck,  assistants;  Tilghman  F.  Fred- 
erick, secretary ;  and  Edwin  Kleibscheidel  and  Monroe 
Snyder,  librarians. 

The  Lutheran  Church  of  the  Holy  Trinity.— 
On  Wednesday,  Jan.  1,  1873,  the  annual  congrega- 
tional meeting  of  St.  Paul's  Lutheran  Church  was 
held  in  their  church.  At  this  meeting  a  resolution 
was  adopted  reducing  the  English  services  in  the 
church  from  five  to  four  times  each  month.  It  was 
the  opinion  of  ten  English  members  that  this  action 
was  not  called  for  by  existing  circumstances,  and  as 
the  congregation  had  been  growing  rapidly  by  the 
introduction  of  English  preaching  in  the  church,  as 
the  Sunday-school  attached  to  the  church  was  con- 
ducted in  the  English  language,  and  as  the  children 
of  the  church  were  educated  entirely  in  that  lan- 
guage, considerable  dissatisfaction  was  manifested  on 
the  part  of  those  who  believed  that  the  church  should 
keep  up  with  the  demands  of  the  times ;  and  after 
repeated  requests  on  their  part  made  to  the  German 
portion  of  the  church  to  recede  from  the  action  taken, 
without  effect,  a  portion  of  the  congregation  retired  from 
the  meeting  to  discuss  the  situation.  M.  H.  Horn  was 
called  to  the  chair.  George  Bower,  Edwin  Schlench, 
and  M.  H.  Horn  were  appointed  a  committee  to  report 
upon  the  situation  at  a  future  meeting  to  be  called  by 
the  chairman.  A  meeting  was  called  for  Monday 
evening,  Jan.  6, 1873,  at  the  residence  of  jNI.  H.  Horn, 
and  was  largely  attended.  It  was  agreed  to  make  one 
more  effort  to  arrange  with  the  German  portion  of  the 
congregation,  and  endeavor  to  get  them  to  recede  from 
the  action  taken  Jan.  1,  1873.  Accordingly,  Messrs. 
George  Bower,  Thomas  Frederick,  Charles  F.  Beck, 
Edwin  Schlench,  and  Harry  J.  Eckensberger  were 
appointed  a  committee  to  meet  the  church  council  of 
St.  Paul's  Church,  for  the  above-named  purpose,  and 
to  report  at  a  meeting  to  be  held  Jan.  10, 1873. 

January  10th  the  committee  reported  that  the 
church  council  of  St.  Paul's  Church  refused  to  recede 
from  the  action  taken  at  the  meeting  of  January  1st. 
The  meeting  then  resolved  to  organize  an  English 
Lutheran  congregation  and  procure  a  suitable  place 
for  worship.  A  committee  wag  appointed  on  organi- 
zation and  supplies.  Subsequently  the  German  Re- 
formed Church  was  procured  as  the  place  of  worship, 
and  on  Sunday,  January  14th,  Rev.  John  Kohler, 
one  of  the  oldest  members  of  the  German  Evangelical 
Lutheran  Ministerium  of  Pennsylvania,  preached 
both  morning  and  evening.     The  Sunday-school  in 
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connection  with  the  church  was  organized,  with  about 
eighty  children,  on  the  12th  of  January,  with  M.  H. 
Horn,  superintendent;  E.  H.  Breder,  assistant  super- 
intendent; Robert  A.  Lyttle,  superintendent  of  infant 
department;  Edwin  Schlench,  H.  J.  Echensberger, 
Charles  F.  Beck,  C.  D.  Boner,  and  Thomas  W.  Fred- 
erick, librarians.  On  Feb.  10,  1873,  a  constitution 
and  by-laws  were  adopted,  and  the  following-named 
persons  were  elected  church  officers :  Elders,  George 
Boner  and  Thomas  Frederick;  Deacons,  Edwin 
Schlench,  Jacob  B.  Werley,  H.  J.  Eckensberger,  and 
0.  Person  ;  Trustees,  Charles  F.  Beck,  E.  H.  Breder ; 
Treasurer,  M.  H.  Horn  ;  Secretary,  William  H.  Horn. 
The  pulpit  was  regularly  supplied  by  the  following- 
named  ministers  until  a  regular  pastor  was  elected : 
Rev.  F.  A.  Muhlenberg,  D.D.,  Rev.  D.  N.  Kepner,  Rev. 
Edmund  Belfour,  Rev.  Joseph  A.  Seiss,  D.D.,  Rev. 
Sibolte,  Rev.  William  Frick,  Rev.  C.  J.  Cooper,  Rev. 
S.  A.  Ziegenfuss,  Rev.  R.  Weidner,  and  Rev.  David 
Guissinger.  On  Sunday,  May  14, 1873,  the  first  com- 
munion services  were  held  by  Rev.  Joseph  A.  Seiss, 
D.D.,  of  Philadelphia.  The  following-named  persons 
communed:  George  Bower,  Mrs.  A.  D.  Bower,  C.  D. 
W.  Bower,  Myra  Bower,  Melchior  H.  Horn,  Matilda 
S.  Horn,  William  H.  Horn,  Frank  M.  Horn,  Thomas 
Frederick,  Catharine  Frederick,  Thomas  W.  Freder- 
ick, Charles  F.  Beck,  Catharine  Beck,  Jacob  B.  Wer- 
ley, Abbie  R.  Werley,  Orantus  Pierson,  Elizabeth 
Pierson,  Henry  J.  Eckensberger,  Amanda  Eckensber- 
ger, Jacob  L.  Lawall,  Anna  C.  Lawall,  E.  H.  Breder, 
Mary  C.  Breder,  Benjamin  B.  Lynn,  Robert  A.  Lyt- 
tle, Edwin  Schlench,  Mrs.  Schlench,  MuUin  Over- 
peck,  Joseph  H.  Shipe,  Emily  C.  Shipe,  George 
Frederick,  Effie  J.  Frederick,  Mary  Fenstermacher, 
William  H.  Bender. 

Monday,  May  26,  1873,  Rev.  John  R.  Plitt  was 
unanimously  elected  pastor  of  the  congregation .  Rev. 
Plitt  served  the  congregation  until  the  fall  of  1877, 
when  he  resigned  to  take  charge  of  a  congregation  in 
West  Philadelphia.  From  that  time  until  April  9, 
1883,  the  congregation  was  served  by  Rev.  M.  H.  Rich- 
ards as  a  missionary  supply,  when  a  call  was  unani- 
mously extended  to  Rev.  George  W.  Landt,  of  Easton, 
Pa.,  who  was  subsequently  unanimously  elected  pastor. 
Soon  thereafter  he  formally  took  charge  of  the  con- 
gregation and  was  duly  installed  pastor;  Rev.  David 
Gininger,  of  Easton,  and  Rev.  J.  D.  Schindel,  of 
St.  Paul's  Lutheran  Church  of  Catasauqua,  ofiicia- 

ting. 

In  the  fall  ol'  1873,  the  corner-stone  of  the  present 
church  edifice  was  laid  with  appropriate  ceremonies. 
Rev.  J.  D.  Schindel,  Rev.  J.  K.  PHtt,  Rev.  Dr.  Muhlen- 
berg, and  other  Lutheran  clergymen  taking  part.  In 
the  spring  of  1874,  the  church  building  was  formally 
dedicated,-Rey.  C.  P.  Krauth,  D-D-  Rev.  F  A. 
Muhlenberg,  D.D.,  Rev.  J.  D.  Schindel,  Rev.  J.  R 
Plitt  and  other  clergymen  participating.  The  church 
is  fifty  by  seventy  feet  in  dimensions,  built  of  pressed 
brick,  with  a  large  Sunday-school  room  in  the  base- 
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ment,  is  of  modern  style,  and  one  of  the  best  built 
and  handsomest  churches  in  the  Lehigh  Valley  ;  the 
cost  of  the  church  and  lot  was  about  sixteen  thousand 
dollars.  It  is  situated  on  the  northeast  corner  of 
Bridge  and  Third  Streets.  During  the  year  1876, 
the  congregation  became  considerably  embarrassed, 
caused  by  the  effects  of  the  panic  of  1873,  1874,  1875, 
and  1876,  and  the  church  building  was  finally  sold  to 
pay  debts  due  thereon ;  it  was  purchased  by  M.  H. 
Horn,  and  subsequently  sold  by^  him  to  the  congre- 
gation at  the  price  he  paid  for  it.  The  congregation 
was  chartered  by  the  court  of  Lehigh  County  June 
16,  1882,  and  since  the  election  of  Rev.  George  W. 
Sandt,  and  his  taking  charge  of  the  same,  new  life  has 
been  infused,  and  considerable  growth  has  already 
shown  itself  in  the  addition  of  membership. 

The  following-named  persons  are  now  the  officers 
of  the  church:  Frank  M.  Horn,  Henry  J.  Hornbeck, 
George  Beck,  C.  D.  W.  Boner,  J.  H.  Mushlitz,  Henry 
J.  Eckensberger,  E.  J.  Boyer,  and  Owen  Fatzinger; 
of  the  first  communicants  of  the  congregation  the 
following  named  have  since  died  :  Thomas  Frederick, 
Catharine  Frederick,  Orantus  Pierson,  AnnaC.  Lawall ; 
and  of  the  members  subsequently  joining  the  church 
the  deaths  have  been :  Isabella  T.  Horn  and  Mrs. 
John  Royer.  The  congregation  carries  upon  its  rolls 
about  sixty  members ;  the  Sunday-school,  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  pupils,  and  twenty-four  officers  and 
teachers. 

The  following-named  persons  have  served  as  officers 
at  various  times  since  its  first  organization :  George 
Boner,  Thomas  Frederick,  Edwin  Schlench,  J.  B. 
Werley,  H.  J.  Eckensberger,  Oratus  Pierson,  Charles 
F.  Beck,  E.  H.  Broder,  M.  H.  Horn,  William  H.  Horn, 
Jacob  S.  Lawall,  M.  E.  Kreidler,  George  Frederick, 
Tilghman  Fenstermacher,  Frank  J.  Grover,  Hiram 
Beitelman,  J.  H.  Mushlitz,  Joseph  H.  Shipe,  Frank 
M.  Horn,  C.  D.  W.  Boner,  Henry  J.  Hornbeck,  Owen 
Fatzinger,  E.  J.  Boyer,  and  George  P.  Beck. 

Bethel  Welsh  Congregational  Church.— On  Nov. 
26,  1882,  the  Bethel  Welsh  Congregational  Church 
was  organized  with  thirty  members,  and  Rev.  David 
R.  Griffith  chosen  pastor.  The  members,  feeling  the 
want  of  religious  services  conducted  in  their  native 
language,  formed  the  new  congregation,  and  secured 
the  building  formerly  used  by  the  Welsh  Baptist 
Church,  on  Third  Street,  above  Walnut,  for  a  place 
of  worship.  They  regularly  met  in  that  building  until 
Dec.  2,  1883,  when  they  dedicated  with  appropriate 
ceremonies  their  new  church  building  at  Fourth  and 
Pine  Streets.  At  ten  o'clock  a.m.  the  services  were  in 
the  Welsh  language,  and  Rev.  R.  S.  Jones,  of  Provi- 
dence, and  Rev.  D.  Todd  Jones,  of  Shenandoah, 
preached.  In  the  afternoon,  at  two  o'clock,  English 
services  were  held.  Rev.  T.  C.  Edwards,  of  Kingston, 
preaching.  At  six  p.m.,  Welsh  services  were  held, 
Revs.  R.  S.  Jones  and  Edwards  preaching.  The  con- 
gregation has  steadily  increased  in  membership  until 
the  list  has  swelled  to  sixty-four  communicant  mem- 
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bers,  and  the  Sunday-school  numbers  one  hundred  and 
eighteen  scholars. 

Material  aid  was  afforded  the  new  congregation,  and 
they  dedicated  their  new  house  free  of  debt.  Mrs. 
David  Thomas  took  an  earnest  interest  in  the  new 
project  and  was  very  active  in  securing  her  fellow- 
countrymen  a  place  of  worship,  and  her  liberality 
aided  in  a  large  measure  in  placing  in  their  hands  the 
much-desired  church  building.  The  building  com- 
mittee chosen  by  the  congregation  were  Messrs.  Sam- 
uel Thomas,  William  P.  Hopkins,  David  D.  Thomas, 
and  Eev.  David  E.  Griffith,  and  the  building  erected 
is  a  credit  to  their  taste  and  experience. 

Ground  was  broken  for  the  new  building  in  May, 
1883,  and  on  Sunday,  June  17th,  the  foundation  walls 
were  completed  and  the  corner-stone  laid  with  appro- 
priate ceremonies.  Rev.  D.  Todd  Jones,  of  Shenan- 
doah, and  Eevs.  Griffith,  Harbison,  Garrison,  and 
Crist  took  part  in  the  exercises,  and  Mrs.  Thomas 
laid  the  stone. 

The  plat  of  ground,  ninety  by  one  hundred  and 
eleven  feet,  on  which  the  new  church  stands,  is  eligibly 
located  at  Fourth  and  Pine  Streets.  The  building  was 
partially  designed  by  L.  S.  Jacoby,  architect,  of  Allen- 
town  ;  the  erection  contracted  by  Mr.  Cain  Semmels, 
builder,  this  place ;  the  slating  by  Mr.  T.  F.  Laubach  ; 
the  painting  and  frescoing  by  Goth  Brothers,  Bethle- 
hem ;  the  heaters  and  gas-fitting  by  Mr.  Henry  Sen- 
ders ;  and  other  tradesmen  furnished  materials  and 
performed  work.  The  structure  is  of  the  Gothic  style, 
built  of  brick,  with  steep  roof,  covered  with  black 
slate,  surmounted  by  a  neat  open  spire,  placed  in  a 
transverse  position.  The  building  faces  Pine  Street, 
is  thirty  by  fifty  feet  in  dimensions,  with  entrance 
porch  ten  by  ten  feet,  and  a  wing  extending  on 
Fourth  Street,  sixteen  by  twenty  feet,  with  entrance 
six  by  eight  feet. 

The  Catasauqua  School  District.— Prior  to  the 
incorporation  of  Catasauqua  as  a  borough,  the  district 
was  embraced  within  the  Hanover  Township  School 
District.  A  mixed  school  was  established  at  or  near 
the  corner  of  the  Howertown  road,  and  the  road  lead- 
ing to  Bethlehem  (now  Eace  Street),  on  the  land  of 
Frederick  Biery,  and  it  was  called  the  Biery's  Bridge 
School.  Later  this  school  was  removed  to  a  frame 
building  on  the  land  of  the  Crane  Iron  Company, 
situated  at  what  is  now  the  corner  of  Church  and 
Bridge  Streets.  In  1848  a  building  was  erected  on 
the  corner  of  Bridge  Street  and  Howertown  road  by 
the  Presbyterian  congregation,  on  land  bought  from 
John  Peters.  It  was  occupied  by  the  two  branches  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church  until  Catasauqua  was  incor- 
porated into  a  borough,  when  it  was  purchased  by  the 
school  district,  and  fitted  up  to  accommodate  two 
schools  of  sixty  pupils  each.  In  the  year  l.sri4  a  lot 
was  purchased  from  Jonas  Biery,  on  the  corner  of 
Second  Street  and  School  Alley,  on  which  the  dis- 
trict erected  a  two-story  building  with  two  rooms  to 
accommodate  one  hundred   and  twenty  pupils.     In 


1859  a  lot  was  purchased  from  Adrian  Barber,  on  the 
corner  of  Second  and  Walnut  Streets,  on  which  a 
building  with  six  rooms  was  erected  to  accommodate 
three  hundred  pupils.  In  1868  a  lot  was  purchased 
from  John  I.  Manchett,  on  Front  Street,  between  Wood 
and  Union  Streets,  and  a  building  was  erected  thereon 
to  accommodate  two  hundred  pupils. 

The  school  buildings  are  all  of  brick  and  of  modern 
structure,  all  finished  with  modern  furniture.  All 
have  large  grounds  planted  with  shade-trees,  and  are 
pleasantly  and  conveniently  located. 

Previous  to  the  year  1858  the  records  of  the  district 
were  not  carefully  kept,  so  that  it  is  not  possible  to 
give  a  correct  history  of  the  board's  doings.  April 
2,  1868,  Joshua  Hunt  and  M.  H.  Horn  were  elected 
members  of  the  board.  The  former  was  chosen  pres- 
ident, and  the  latter  secretary,  and  from  that  day 
regular  minutes  of  the  board  are  on  record.  The  old 
members  of  the  board  holding  over  were  Frederick 
Eberhart,  John  Mclntyre,  Charles  G.  Schneller,  and 
William  Miller.  At  that  date  there  were  one  hun- 
dred .and  eighty  pupils  on  the  school  lists.  The 
schools  were  all  mixed,  and  taught  by  A.  W.  Kinsy, 
W.  H.  Barton,  Eliza  McKee,  and  Anna  Phillips. 

Prior  to  1858,  David  Thomas,  Samuel  Glace,  Owen 
Schwartz,  John  Mclntyre,  William  Miller,  Frederick 
Eberhard,  and  Charles  G.  Schneller  had  served  as 
school  directors.  Of  this  number  David  Thomas, 
Schwartz,  and  Miller  have  since  died.  April  9,  1858, 
at  a  regular  meeting  of  the  board,  on  motion  of  Miller 
and  Schweller,  the  following  resolution  was  unani- 
mously passed : 

*^  Resolved,  That  Jo&hua  Hunt,  M.  H.  Horn,  and  John  Mclntyre  be  a 
committee  to  examine  all  the  pupils  now  attending  our  schools,  and  any 
others  who  may  apply  for  admission  into  our  schools,  and  report  to  our 
board  with  a  view  of  classifying  and  grading  of  the  pupils." 

This  committee  subsequently  reported  the  result  of 
their  examinations,  and  recommended  the  establish- 
ing of  one  grammar,  two  secondary,  and  two  primary 
schools. 

May  10, 1858,  Charles  L.  Eussel  was  elected  teacher 
of  the  grammar  school ;  Alonzo  W.  Kinsy  and  Wil- 
liam H.  Barton,  teachers  of  the  secondary  schools; 
and  Eliza  McKee  and  Anna  Phillips,  teachers  of  the 
primary  schools. 

Aug.  2,  1858,  Mr.  Eussel  having  resigned  as  teacher 
of  the  grammar  school,  Mr.  E.  Clay  Hammersly  was 
elected  to  fill  the  vacancy.  This  school  was  regraded 
and  classified.  The  more  advanced  pupils  were  assigned 
to  Mr.  Hammersly  and  formed  the  high  school ;  the 
others  were  taught  by  Mr.  John  Porter  and  consti- 
tuted the  grammar  school.  An  additional  school  was 
organized  of  primary  scholars  and  taught  by  Miss 
Gwenney  Leibert.  Dec.  16, 1858,  John  Porter,  teacher 
of  the  grammar  school,  was  superseded  by  F.  Hersch- 
koll,  of  New  York  City.  June  80,  1858,  there  were 
300  pupils  registered  as  attending  the  schools;  in 
1859,  325  pupils;  in  1860,  365  pupils;  in  1861,  408 
pupils;  in  1862,  450  pupils;  in  1863,  474  pupils. 
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On  July  3,  1863,  there  was  no  regular  meeting  of 
the  board,  in  consequence  of  the  fact  that  four  of  the 
six  members,  viz.,  Messrs.  Hunt,  Miller,  Schneller, 
and  Horn,  had  answered  the  call  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  and  volunteered  in  Company  B  of 
the  Thirty-eighth  Regiment  for  the  defense  of  the 
State. 

On  Aug.  22,  1863,  the  high  school  was  regularly 
established,  with  R.  Clay  Hammeraly  as  teacher. 
From  that  date  on  the  schools  have  been  in  a  very 
prosperous  condition. 

The  seating  capacity  of  the  school-rooms  in  the 
district  is  725.  Number  of  pupils  in  attendance 
March  7,  1884,  678,  divided  as  follows:  One  high 
school,  45;  two  intermediate  schools,  75;  two  gram- 
mar, 86;  three  secondary,  137;  two  advanced  primary 
and  four  primary,  335 ;  number  of  teachers  employed, 
14;  term,  10  months,  divided  into  two  sessions.  Sal- 
aries, high  school,  $90 ;  intermediate,  $70 ;  grammar, 
$60 ;  secondary,  840  ;  primary,  $32  per  month.  The 
value  of  the  school  property  is  $68,000 ;  funded  debt 
at  four  per  cent,  interest,  $15,000. 

Since  1857  the  following  named  persons  have  served 
as  directors  of  the  board  (those  marked  with  *  are 
now  dead) : 

Frederick  Eberhard,  six  years. 

*William  Miller,  nine  years,  and  as  president  three 
years. 

John  Mclntyre,  three  years. 

Joshua  Hunt,  six  years,  and  as  president  three 
years. 

Charles  G.  Schneller,  nine  years,  and  as  treasurer 
six  years. 

M.  H.  Horn,  twenty-four  years,  and  as  secretary 
sixteen  years,  as  treasurer  three  years,  as  president 
two  years. 

Levi  Oberholtzer,  one  year. 

F.  F.  Geiring,  five  years. 

*Charles  D.  Fuller,  three  years. 

David  A.  Tombler,  three  years. 

*William  Getz,  two  years. 

R.  Clay  Hammersly,  six  years,  and  as  treasurer 
three  years,  as  president  three  years. 

*Thomas  Frederick,  three  years. 

*Joseph  Schwartz,  three  years. 

John  Boyer,  three  years,  as  treasurer  one  year. 

H.  D.  Yeager,  three  years. 

*John  Hudders,  six  years,  as  president  six  years. 

*Milton  Berger,  two  years. 

A.  H.  Gilbert,  twelve  years,  as  president  five  years. 

David  Davis,  ten  years,  as  secretary  five  years. 

James  W.  Schwartz,  six  years,  as  secretary  five  years. 

Joseph  Matchett,  two  years. 

James  C.  Beitel,  three  years,  as  treasurer  two  years. 

C.  W.  Chapman,  eight  years,  as  president  two  years. 

H.  H.  Reigel,  three  years. 

C.  J.  Keim,  three  years. 

Samuel  J.  Koehler,  three  years. 

*A.  T.  Eberhard,  two  years. 


David  Williams,  three  years. 

The  present  board  is  composed  of  C.  W.  Chapman 
(president),  David  Davis  (secretary),  M.  H.  Horn, 
A.  H.  Gilbert,  David  Williams,  R.  C.  Hammersly, 
David  J.  Williams,  Jr. 

The  following-named  persons  have  graduated  from 
the  high  school :  1868,  Alletta  M.  Earle,  Frank  M. 
Horn  ;  1869,  Sarah  Davis,  Mary  Lewars,  Margaret  A. 
Depue,  Margaret  A.  Quig ;  1^0,  Amanda  J.  Funk, 
Elizabeth  Wilson,  Sarah  Bear,  Mary  A.  Halbach ; 
1871,  Sarah  J.  Mclntyre,  Rebecca  McMonegal,  John 
F.  Halbach,  Alice  James,  George  Halbach;  1872, 
Hannah  Davis,  EUa  D.  Boyd,  Esther  Bear,  Sarah 
Minnich,  Emma  Hison,  Emma  Schneller,  Jane  Mc- 
Clelland, Charles  Brunner,  Edward  D.  Boyer,  C.  D. 
W.  Bower,  J.  W.  S.  Souder;  1873,  Mary  James, 
Hannah  McGee,  Amanda  Bough,  Ida  M.  Harte, 
Elizabeth  Morrow,  Michael  J.  Brady;  1874,  Sarah  A. 
Kay,  Cora  C.  Creveling,  Anna  C.  Creveling,  Delia 
Mealy,  Mary  McGee,  Margaret  McClay,  Mary  M. 
Craig,  Lillian  A.  Harte,  Mary  A.  Hudders,  Eliza  J. 
Bear,  Louise  Taylor,  Jacob  F.  Becker,  George  W. 
Bower,  Frank  Mclntyre;  1875,  Henry  F.  Funk, 
Elizabeth  Nevins,  Martha  J.  Streahm,  Sarah  J.  Gil- 
lespie, Jane  E.  Miller,  Agnes  L.  Swartz,  Harry  T. 
Horn,  Jennie  Weisley,  Matilda  Price;  1876,  Clara 
L.  Bear,  Elizabeth  M.  Souder,  Minnie  S.  Boyer,  M. 
Alice  Breder,  Isabella  T.  Horn,  Edward  J.  Frederick, 
Roger  Hunt,  Clifford  H.  Riegel,  George  F.  Beck, 
George  L.  Plitt,  Austin  A.  Glick,  Edward  J.  Lawall, 
Frank  J.  Savin,  Mark  W.  Halbach;  1877,  Emma 
Nevins,  Mary  M.  Schneller,  Alice  Kay,  William  H. 
Emanuel,  William  Tretch,  Albert  J.  Hiscon,  Frank 
Clark ;  1878,  Jesse  H.  Harbinson,  Sarah  McHenry, 
Anna  B.  Gibson,  Margaret  A.  Nevins,  Julia  A.  M. 
Carson,  Gertrude  E.  Williams,  Elizabeth  A.  Harbison, 
Solon  J.  Harte,  Albert  J.  Misley,  James  Clugston, 
Jr.,  John  A.  Funk,  William  Overton,  Jr.,  Albert  A. 
Koons,  Samuel  A.  Campbell ;  1879,  Winnie  Williams,  ■ 
Margaret  Gillespie,  Edwin  0.  Moyer,  Charles  R. 
Horn,  Horace  Boyd,  Thomas  H.  Milson,  Cassius  C. 
Andress,  Richard  Foly,  Frank  S.  Bower ;  1880,  Ida 
E.  Corvin,  Nancy  McAndless,  Maria  Thomas,  Anna 
M.  Funk,  Clara  E.  Schlanch,  Margaret  A.  Funk, 
Hannah  E.  Stock,  James  G.  Lucy,  Charles  E.  Frick, 
Franklin  P.  Frederick,  Archibald  Harte,  William  H. 
Laubach,  Jr.,  William  J.  Snyder,  Jr.,  William  A. 
Reigel;  1881,  Delia  F.  Lawall,  Emma  M.  Engler, 
Minnie  M.  Bower,  Cora  E.  Eberhart,  Mattie  McHenry, 
Elizabeth  Hunter;  1882,  William  J.  Funk,  Laura 
M.  Hock,  Anna  M.  Craig,  Elizabeth  Clugston ;  1883, 
Laura  Bower,  Soleri  Birtel,  Elizabeth  Gillespie, 
Winnie  Hopkins,  Huldah  Schlanch,  Agnes  Williams, 
Anna  Fuller,  Francis  Kopp,  Emily  Lawall,  Elizabeth 
Milson,  Elizabeth  Williams,  David  Folan.  Senior 
class  of  1884,  Laura  Eberhard,  Elsie  Mclntyre, 
Mary  App,  Sallie  Church,  Matilda  Wolf,  Clara  Camp- 
bell, Anna  Lucy,  Cora  Schual,  Elizabeth  Bartholo- 
mew, William  Dyatt,  Abner  Buck,  Benjamin  Camp- 
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bell,  William  Sieger,  Osbom  Snyder,  James  Troxell, 
David  GriflBths,  Edward  Eohn. 

The  following-named  persons  have  been  employed 
as  teachers  at  different  times  since  1857  ■  Alonzo 
W.  Kinny,  William  H.  Barton,  Charles  H.  Russell, 
Eliza  McKee,  Anna  Phillips,  R.  C.  Hammersly, 
Gwenney  Leibert,  John  Porter,  F.  Herschkill,  Anna 
Evans,  Eliza  Hammersly,  Reuben  Lichtenwallner, 
Mary  Ann  Davis,  Mary  Duff,  Naomi  Phillips,  Mary 
Evans,  Rebecca  Sigley,  Mrs.  John  Clark,  Milton  O. 
George,  Jennie  Corwin,  Anna  M.  Smith,  Jennie  Glick, 
Robert  A.  Lyttle,  A.  P.  Garler,  Kate  Y.  M.  Smith, 
W.  H.  Halderman,  L.  0.  Wonderly,  Sallie  Wil- 
son, Walter  J.  McFarland,  Anna  McKibbin,  Robert 
McClean,  Harte  Gilbert,  B.  C.  Snyder,  John  Hill, 
E.  H.  Breder,  Charlotte  Bear,  Martha  Wilson,  Sarah 
Davis,  Rebecca  McMonegal,  Maggie  Quig,  Sarah 
Bear,  Irene  Reich,  John  Kendlehart,  Carrie  Wilson, 
C.  McMonegal,  Amanda  Funk,  Sallie  Mclntyre, 
A.  N.  Uhlrich,  Maggie  Depeu,  Kate  McMonegal, 
William  T.  Morris,  Esther  Bear,  Alice  Hammersly, 
T.  F.  Frederick,  0.  B.  Pearson,  Jennie  McClelland, 
J.  H.  Mushlitz,  Hannah  Davis,  Sarah  Kay,  Alice 
Kay,  Mary  Craig,  Ellen  Johnson,  John  Depeu, 
Charles  H.  Bertel,  George  J.  Benner,  Sallie  McHenry, 
Delia  Mealy,  T.  W.  Bevan,  J.  F.  Moyer,  I.  Frank 
Barr,  Paul  Hirsh. 

The  teachers  now  employed  are  T.  W.  Bevan,  high 
school ;  J.  H.  Mushlitz,  Kate  Y.  Smith,  intermediate 
schools;  J.  F.  Moyer,  I.  Frank  Barr,  grammar 
schools;  Sallie  J.  Mclntyre,  Anna  M.  Smith,  Han- 
nah Davis,  secondary  schools;  Alice  Kay,  Rebecca 
McMonegal,  Sarah  McHenry,  Mary  Craig,  Martha 
Wilson,  Eliza  J.  Bear,  Delia  Mealy,  primary  schools. 
Fairview  Cemetery.— On  the  west  side  of  the 
Lehigh  River,  opposite  the  town,  and  occupying  a 
beautiful  location,  is  the  Fairview  Cemetery,  laid  out 
and  cared  for  by  an  association  chartered  Jan.  1, 
1877,  and  then  consisting  of  M.  H.  Horn,  David  A. 
Tombler,  R.  Clay  Hammersley,  R.  A.  Boyer,  John 
Thomas,  James  W.  Schwartz,  W.  H.  Daubach,  and 
Orange  M.  Fuller.  The  property  was  owned  by 
James  W.  Fuller,  Esq.,  who  set  it  apart  as  a  burying- 
ground,  and  sold  to  the  association  upon  its  organiza- 
tion. The  cemetery  is  now  kept  in  excellent  con- 
dition, and  is  one  of  the  most  beautiful  in  the  valley. 
In  the  cemetery  is  a  soldiers'  monument,  erected  in 
1866  by  the  people  of  Catasauqua. 

Masonic  Lodges.— Porter  Lodge,  No.  284,  F.  and 
A.  M.,  was  originally  instituted  as  No.  152,  on  Sept. 
5,  1853,  and  named  after  Hon.  James  M.  Porter;  was 
fully  organized  June  30,  1854,  with  the  following 
officers,  viz. :  W.  M.,  Robert  Mclntyre  ;  S.  W.,  Levi 
Kraft;  J.  W.,  James  McLeary ;  Sec,  A.  H.  Gilbert; 
Treas.,  Charles  H.  Nolf ;  8.  D.,  F.  B.  Martin  ;  J.  D.^ 
Charles  Allen;  S.  M.  C,  William  Getz;  J.  M.  c! 
James  Clugston  ;  Tyler,  William  Biery.  This  lodge, 
an  offshoot  from  Easton  Lodge,  has  been  the  parent 
of  four  lodges,  viz.,  Lehigh,  of  Trexlertown,  organized 


in  April,  1858;  Barger,  of  Allentown,  in  April,  1859; 
Monoquesy,  of  Bath,  in  April,  1861 ;  and  Slatington 
Lodge,  in  April,  1861.  Porter  Lodge,  in  1868,  fur- 
nished a  new  hall,  its  present  meeting-place,  in  Ful- 
ler's Block,  at  a  cost  of  nearly  sixteen  hundred  dollars. 
From  the  time  of  its  organization  to  the  present  two 
hundred  and  forty-nine  persons  have  been  initiated 
to  membership,  and  the  number  now  on  the  roll  is 
about  ninety. 
i  The  Past  Masters  have  been  as  follows:  W.  R. 
Houser,  Daniel  Yoder,  M.D.,  George  Bower,  B.  F. 
Wonderly,  H.  H.  Riegel,  M.D.,  Charles  Corwin, 
William  H.  Ainey,  Henry  Souder,  Henry  Davis, 
George  Mclntyre,  J.  P.  Griffith,  A.  F.  Koons,  F.  3^ 
Grover,  William  Williams,  J.  Fatzinger,  Joseph 
Matchett,  David  Williams,  Charles  W.  Chapman. 

At  the  present  writing  the  officers  of  Porter  Lodge 
are  as  follows :  Robert  E.  Williams,  W.  M. ;  John  B. 
Davis,  S.  W. ;  Preston  E.  Stem,  J.  W. ;  Daniel  Yoder, 
Treas. ;  Edmund  Randall,  Sec. ;  Joseph  Matchette, 
Chap.;  David  H.  Thomas,  S.  D. ;  John  W.  Hopkins, 
J.  D. ;  Charles  D.  W.  Bower,  Purs. ;  Owen  F.  Fatz- 
inger, J.  M.  of  C. ;  Frank  B.  Keiser,  S.  M.  of  C. ; 
Henry  Souder,  Tyler;  Trustees,  H.  H.  Riegel,  chair- 
man ;  Charles  Corwin,  James  C.  Beitel. 

I.  0.  0.  F.  Lodge  and  Encampment. — Catasauqua 
Lodge,  No.  269, 1.  0.  O.  F.,  was  instituted  Oct.  6, 1847, 
on  which  occasion  the  following  officers  were  elected, 
viz.  :  N.  G.,  Reuben  Seip  ;  V.  G.,  Aaron  Bart;  Sec, 
Samuel  Colver ;  Asst.  Sec,  David  A.  Tombler ;  Treas., 
Nathan  Frederick.  Since  the  beginning  four  hundred 
and  thirty-six  members  have  been  initiated  into  this 
lodge,  and  it  now  has  ninety-six.  The  present  officers 
are:  N.  G.,  Edward  Davis;  V.  G.,  F.  H.  Reichel; 
Sec,  A.  R.  Dieter;  Asst.  Sec,  Robert  J.  Morris; 
Treas.,  H.  A.  Beitleman. 

,  Fraternity  Encampment,  No.  156,  L  O.  O.  F.,  was 
instituted  June  6,  1867,  on  which  occasion  the  follow- 
ing officers  were  elected  :  C.  P.,  George  Bower;  H.  P., 
M.  H.  Horn;  C.  W.,  D.  A.  Tombler;  J.  W..  Daniel 
Gillespie;  Treas.,  F.  M.  Eagle;  Scribe,  A.  F.  Koons;  ^ 

0.  S.,  Phillip  Storm  ;  I.  S.,  Aaron  Snyder;  G..  Henry 
Souder  ;  1st  W.,  William  Biery;  2d  W.,  John  Hunter; 
3d  W.,  F.  F.  Giering;  4th  W.,  Henry  Eckensberger ; 
1st  G.  of  T.,  Franklin  Bower;  2d  G.  of  T.,  James 
Hutchinson ;  Trustees,  Henry  Eckensberger,  F.  F. 
Giering,  William  Shoeneberger. 

The  present  officers  are  as  follows :  C.  P.,  W.  H. 
Horn  ;  H.  P.,  Edward  Edwards;  S.  W.,  W.  H.  Scan- 
lin;  J.  W.,  Edward  Davis;  Treas.,  F.M.  Eagle;  Scribe, 
Thomas  Jones;  G.,  J.  B.  Davis;  O.  S.,  J.  H.  Chryst; 

1.  S.,  F.  H.  Kicchel ;  1st  W.,  Alexander  Morrow  ;  2d 
W.,  Jose])h  Wresley,  Jr. ;  3d  W.,  D.  P.  Tombler,  Sr. ; 
4th  ^\^,  Samuel  Everett;  1st  G.  of  T.,  Frederick  C. 
Veaser;  2d  G.  of  T.,  David  Gillespie;  Trustees,  Phil- 
lip Storm,  William  Williams,  and  Edward  Edwards; 
P.  C.  P.'s,  George  Bower,  D.  A.  Tombler,  Thomas 
Jones,  Joseph  Reichard,  Amandus  R.  Dieter,  William 
Williams,  William  H.  Horn,  David  Gillespie,  Tilgh- 
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man  Fenstermacher,  Edward  Edwards,  David  G. 
Morris,  William  H.  Griffiths,  Daniel  Davies,  John  B. 
Davis,  David  R.  Williams,  Franklin  H.  Dieter. 

Grand  Army  of  the  Republic— Fuller  Post,  No. 
378,  is  a  recent  institution,  but  there  was  a  Grand 
Army  post  of  the  same  name,  and  known  as  No.  74, 
in  Catasauqua  many  years  ago.  It  was  organized 
Aug.  19, 1867,  and  disbanded  Oct.  15, 1869.  The  offi- 
cers first  elected  were  :  P.  C,  Edward  Gilbert ;  S.  V.  C, 
Spencer  Tetemer  ;  J.  V.C,  William  H.Myers;  Adjt., 
Aaron  McHose  ;  Q.  M.,  John  W.  Heberling.  The 
post  was  reorganized  April  13,  1872,  and  again  dis- 
banded Oct.  15,  1876.  The  recent  organization  was 
effected  Sept.  10,  1883.  The  name  which  it  bears  was 
bestowed  in  honor  of  Lieut.  George  W.  Fuller  of  this 
place.  The  present  officers  of  the  post  are  :  Com., 
Edwin  Gilbert ;  S.  V.  C,  Charles  Laramy ;  J.  V.  C, 
Frank  H.  Wilson ;  Adjt.,  Edmund  Randall ;  Q.  M., 
Joseph  H.  Schwab ;  Chap.,  Joseph  Matchett ;  O.  D., 
Joseph  Wray ;  O.  G.,  John  Matchett. 

By  special  act  of  Congress,  approved  May  15, 1875, 
the  government  donated  to  this  post  for  the  orna- 
mentation of  burial  lots  in  the  cemetery  four  iron 
cannon  and  sixteen  cannon-balls. 


BIOGRAPHICAL    SKETCH. 


HOPKIN  THOMAS. 
Hopkin  Thomas,  for  many  years  master-mechanic 
of  the  Crane  Iron  Company  and  one  of  the  oldest 
residents,  as  also  one  of  the  influential  citizens  of  the 
Lehigh  Valley  in  connection  with  its  industrial  inter- 
ests, was  born  at  Glamorganshire,  South  Wales,  in 
1793.  He  remained  with  his  parents  on  their  farm 
until  his  sixteenth  year,  when  he  was  apprenticed  to 
the  Neath  Abbey  Works,  near  Neath,  South  Wales, 
to  acquire  the  trade  of  a  machinist.  He  early  devel- 
oped a  fertile  brain,  and  on  fulfilling  his  apprentice- 
ship speedily  attained  a  high  position  among  his 
fellow-workmen.  In  1834  he  determined  to  emigrate 
with  his  family  to  America,  and  on  landing  in  Phila- 
delphia in  1834  obtained  employment  without  diffi- 
culty in  the  establishment  of  the  Baldwin  Locomo- 
tive-Works. He  later  entered  the  shops  of  Garrett  & 
Eastwick,  from  whence  he  engaged  with  the  Beaver 
Meadow  Railroad  and  Coal  Company  as  master- 
mechanic  of  their  roads  and  mines.  During  this 
period  his  inventive  genius  was  first  developed,  and 
made  invaluable  to  his  employers.  In  his  mechan- 
ical inventions  and  appliances  he  was  conceded  to  be 
the  pioneer  of  the  Lehigh  Valley.  Through  one  of 
these  inventions  anthracite  coal  was  first  made  avail- 
able for  use  in  locomotives,  and  in  this  application  of 
coal  as  fuel  he  was  at  least  twenty  years  in  advance 
of  all  others.  He  invented  and  successfully  used  the 
chilled  cast-iron  car-wheel,  as  also  the  most  improved 


and  successful  mine-pumps  and  machinery  of  the 
day.  In  all  mechanical  matters  he  was  far  in  ad- 
vance of  his  day,  and  in  the  railroad  and  coal  inter- 
ests of  the  country  he  may  with  justice  he  regarded 
as  filling  the  position  of  an  eminent  benefactor.  Mr. 
Thomas  was  peculiarly  modest  and  unassuming  in 
his  character,  a  fact  which  prevented  his  attaining 
either  distinction  or  wealth.  Content  that  the  world 
should  be  benefited  by  the  productions  of  his  genius, 
he  cared  little  whether  they  brought  him  either  fame 
or  profit.  In  his  business  relations  he  was  upright,  in 
his  social  intercourse  true-hearted  and  faithful,  and 
in  his  home  the  typical  head  of  a  cheerful  and  happy 
domestic  circle. 

Mr.  Thomas  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Cath- 
erine Richards,  of  Merthyr-Tydvil,  South  Wales. 
Their  children  are  William  R.,  Mary  (Mrs.  James  H. 
McKee),  Helen  (Mrs.  John  Thomas),  Jane,  Kate  M. 
(Mrs.  James  W.  Fuller).  The  death  of  Mr.  Thomas 
occurred  on  the  12th  of  May,  1878,  at  his  home  in 
Catasauqua,  to  which  place  he  removed  in  1853,  on 
being  appointed  master-mechanic  of  the  Crane  Iron- 
Works. 


CHAPTER    XXIIL 

HANOVER   TOWNSHIP. 

Hanover  is  bounded  on  the  north  and  east  by 
Northampton  County,  on  the  south  by  the  Lehigh  River 
and  Salisbury  township,  and  on  the  west  by  Lehigh 
River  and  Whitehall  township  and  Catasauqua  bor- 
ough. It  has  no  streams  of  consequence  within  its 
limits.  The  Lehigh  River  and  Monocacy  Creek  are 
on  the  west,  south,  and  east.  The  Philadelphia  and 
Reading  Railroad  runs  the  entire  length  and  breadth 
of  the  township  along  the  Lehigh  River,  and  the  Le- 
high Canal  extends  within  Its  limits  from  East  Allen- 
town  to  Bethlehem. 

At  the  January  term  of  the  Court  of  Quarter  Ses- 
sions, in  the  year  1798,  petition  was  made  by  a  number 
of  people  living  in  the  lower  part  of  Allen  township 
for  a  new  township.  The  court  accepted  the  petition 
and  appointed  Samuel  Rea,  John  Barnet,  and  John 
Horn  to  view  the  territory  and  report  to  the  court  as 
to  the  expediency  of  a  division.  The  viewers  made  a 
report  at  the  August  session  following,  which  report, 
with  the  action  of  the  court,  is  here  given:  "We  all 
three  met  at  the  house  of  Abraham  Mensch's  on  the 
10th  day  of  April  1798  in  Allen  township  but  had  no 
time  to  view  the  same  therefore  agreeably  to  our  report 
and  your  order  we  all  three  met  at  the  house  aforesaid 
on  the  4th  day  of  June  1798  and  reviewed  the  same 
township  of  Allen  and  think  that  there  were  occation 
of  a  Divition  and  have  Divided  the  same.  Beginning 
at  a  stone  in  the  Nazareth  township  line  near  the  house 
of  John  Fogel  and  thence  south  sixty-five  degrees  west 
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one  hundred  and  fifty-two  perches  to  a  post  and  stone 
at  tlie  east  side  of  the  river  Lehi,  twenty  perches  be- 
low Philip  Foust's  Ferry.  A  Draft  of  which  return 
was  confirmed  to  wit,  August  15,  1798  by  consent  and 
the  Lower  part  of  the  ToAvnship  which  has  been  struck 
off  and  named  '  Hanover*  by  the  Court.'' 

The  territory  thus  set  off  embraced  what  is  now  the 
townships  of  Hanover,  in  Lehigh  and  Northampton 
Counties.  This  township  remained,  with  its  original 
territory,  until  1812,  when  Lehigh  County  was  erected 
and  Hanover  township  was  divided,  about  two-thirds 
of  its  territory  being  formed  into  Hanover  township 
in  Lehigh  County.  i 

The  first  assessment-roll  of  the  original  Hanover 
township  of  Northampton  County  was  made  in  the 
year  1799,  and  contains  the  names  of  one  hundred  and 
twenty-six  freeholders  and  twenty  single  freemen. 
The  amount  of  tax  to  be  raised  was  $222.92.  Matthias 
Hummel  was  the  collector.  The  names  here  given  are 
of  those  who  resided  in  the  portion  set  off  to  Lehigh 
County  in  1812,  and  are  from  the  assessment  of  that 
year  prior  to  the  setting  off. 

Residents  in  1812. — Following  is  the  assessment 
made  by  the  commissioners  of  Northampton  County 
for  this  township  for  the  year  1812 : 


Joseph  Abrecht. 
Jacob  Alshou8e. 
Jacob  Bast. 
Michael  Bauer. 
Frederick  Bearey. 
Felix  Beissell. 
John  BeiBsell. 
Christiau  Bectel. 
Henry  Bicker. 
Nicholas  Bickert. 
Nicholas  Brang. 
Heory  Brolder. 
George  Brolder. 
Jacob  Cleder. 
Jacob  CleweU,  Sr. 
John  Bunding. 
John  Clewell,  Sr. 
Charles  Colver. 
Jacob  Colver. 
Isaac  Backer. 
William  Daniel. 
Peter  Dick. 
Abraham  Diffenderfer. 
John  Edelman. 
John  Ehrhard. 
Peter  Ehrett. 
George  Ehrig. 
George  Evenreider. 
Michael  Everhard. 
Anthony  Faas. 
Jacob  Fatzinger. 
Henry  Fatzinger. 
George  Faust. 
Henry  Frey. 
Joseph  Frey. 
Daniel  Gaiigeware. 
David  Gold. 
Philip  Gross. 
James  Hall. 
John  Hall. 
Christian  Hartman. 
Christian  Houeer. 
Frederick  Heller. 
Jeremiah  Heller. 


George  Heley. 
Michael  Herwich. 
Aaron  Hillman. 
Joseph  Daniel,  Jr. 
Jacob  Hower. 
Jonathan  Hower. 
John  Huber. 
Abraham  Huber. 
George  Ising. 
Conrad  I.  leager. 
Daniel  lundt. 
George  Iiindt. 
George  Keck. 
John  Keim. 
John  Kelchner. 
Michael  Kelchner. 
Nicholas  Kreamer. 
Peter  Kelchner. 
Jacob  Keiper. 
John  Keiper. 
Ludwjg  Keiper. 
Joseph  Kidd. 
Andrew  Kichlin. 
Philip  Kletkner. 
John  KnauSB. 
John  Artman. 
George  Koch. 
John  Keiffer. 
Daniel  Klauss. 
George  Kortz. 
George  Kieidler. 
Jacob  Kruber. 
George  Laubach. 
Leontird  Laiibach. 
John  Lehr. 
David  Luckenbftch. 
Peter  Minnich. 
John  Neuhard. 
Joseph  Dewald. 
Peter  Oasenbach. 
Elizabeth  Quier. 
Daniel  Quier. 
George  Quier. 
Jacob  Quier. 


Frederick  Herman. 
John  Neuhard. 
Jacob  Neuhard. 
Joseph  deader. 
Henry  Shnyder. 
John  Kremser. 
William  Liclit. 
Henry  Shoener. 
Daniel  Blim. 
John  Andreas. 
John  Moore. 
Peter  Bitter. 
Abraham  Smith. 
John  Riegle. 
John  Kain. 
Jacob  Kolb. 
George  Sterner. 
Peter  Evenreiter. 
John  Herwig. 
John  Fatzinger. 
Joseph  Sterner. 
Abraham  Keiaser,  Sr. 
Joseph  Keisser. 
Daniel  Reigert. 
David  Gold. 
Isaac  Keller. 
John  Erd. 
Joseph  Bacbman. 
Christian  Bitter. 
John  Keigle. 


George  Reichard. 
Michael  Reichard. 
Henry  Reis. 
George  Rockel. 
John  Rockel. 
Daniel  Rohn. 
Christian  Young. 
Joseph  Scherrer. 
Frederick  DiefFert. 
Conrad  Seiple. 
Jacob  Seiple. 
John  Seiple. 
John  Sterner,  Sr. 
Abraham  Sterner. 
Abraham  Sterner,  Jr. 
John  Sterner,  Jr. 
Joseph  Sterner. 
Philip  Strohm. 
Jacob  Stuber. 
Isaiah  Troxell. 
Henry  Vogelman. 
John  Walter. 
David  Weinland. 
Andrew  Zechner. 
Martin  Zechner. 
Abraham  Ziegler. 
Mathias  Rigel. 
Abraham  Keiper. 
Joseph  Keiper. 
Joseph  Quer. 

Sketches  of  Settlers. — The  names  of  many  of  the 
old  settlers  are  found  in  the  foregoing  list,  and  sketches 
of  a  few  of  them  are  here  given  : 

Valentine  Clader,  a  native  of  Pfalz,  Germany, 
where  he  was  born,  June  17,  1726,  emigrated  to 
America  and  settled  at  Hecktown.  He  was  married 
Dec.  12,  1749,  and  died  Aug.  7,  1775.  He  had  nine 
children,  of  whom  were  Adam,  Jacob,  Mrs.  Henry 
Kramer,  Mrs.  Hatzell,  and  Mrs.  Hatz.  Adam  was 
killed  by  the  Indians  in  Sugar  Loaf  Valley.  Jacob 
was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolution,  and  married  a  daugh- 
ter of Sherer,  who  lived  in  this  section,  and  be- 
fore 1781  settled  on  a  tract  of  seventy  or  eighty  acres 
of  land  on  the  east  bank  of  the  Lehigh  River,  where 
now  the  Allentown  Bridge  spans  that  river.  He 
owned  one-half  of  the  ferry,  which  was  in  operation 
till  1812.  He  left  nine  children.  Abram,  who  set- 
tled near  Freemansburg;  a  daughter,  Polly,  married 
Jacob  Bast,  who  lived  adjoining,  Joseph  settled  on 
the  homestead,  and  died  in  1849,  aged  sixty-two 
years.  He  left  six  sons,  John,  Levi,  Paul,  Daniel, 
Josiah,  and  Owen,  who,  with  the  exception  of  John 
and  Daniel,  live  in  the  township.  Jacob,  who  first 
settled  here,  commenced  burning  lime  in  1813,  and 
his  sons  and  grandsons  are  still  in  the  business. 

Jacob  Bast  emigrated  from  Germany  when  five 
years  old,  with  his  parents,  in  1774.  They  settled  on 
the  east  side  of  the  Monocacy.  His  son  Jacob  mar- 
ried Polly  Clader,  daughter  of  Jacob,  and  settled  near 
the  Clader  farm,  on  the  road  to  Bethlehem  from  Al- 
lentown. He  died  in  1863,  aged  eighty-three  years. 
His  sons  were  Jacob,  Martin,  and  John.  Jacob  set- 
tled on  the  homestead,  where  he  now  lives,  Martin  in 
Manheim,  Lancaster  Co.,  and  John  in  Saucon  town- 
ship. 

Jonathan  Ott,  a  native  of  Germany,  purchased  one 
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hundred  and  fifty-two  acres  of  land  before  1800  of 
George  Ervenreider,'  on  the  Lehigh  River,  now 
owned  by  A.  &  S.  Keck.  He  had  three  .sons,  Owen. 
Tilghman,  and  George,  and  one  daughter,  Mrs.  Frank- 
lin Butz,  of  Whitehall.  Owen  settled  in  Allen  town- 
ship, Northampton  Co.,  Tilghman  in  Allentown,  and 
George  on  the  homestead  until  a  few  years  ago.  He 
now  lives  with  his  son  Milton  in  the  township. 

John  Conrad  Yeager  was  born  in  Little  York,  Pa., 
in  1768,  of  German  parents.  He  learned  the  trade  of 
a  tobacconist,  married,  and  worked  at  his  trade  in  his 
native  place.  He  commenced  to  study  for  the  minis- 
try under  the  Eev.  Mr.  Goering,  and  afterwards  went 
to  Philadelphia,  and  studied  under  Revs.  Helmuth, 
D.D.,  Smith,  D.D.,  and  Schaeffer,  D.D.,  one  year. 
He  then  was  examined  in  the  Lutheran  Synod  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  became  a  minister.  He  took 
charge  of  three  congregations  in  New  Jersey  for  three 
years.  From  there  he  removed  to  Williams  town- 
ship, in  Northampton  County,  and  took  charge  of  four 
congregations,  to  which  belonged  Friedpnsville  con- 
gregation, in  the  year  1793.  He  soon  after  gave 
these  up  with  the  exception  of  Friedensville.  In 
1800  he  removed  to  Hanover  township,  and  took 
charge  of  Allentown,  Shoenersville,  and  the  Dry- 
land, he  having  preached  at  Shoenersville  several 
years  before.  He  served  these  four  congregations  till 
his  death,  in  November,  1832.  He  lived  on  the  farm 
now  owned  by  James  Remely.  He  had  eleven  chil- 
dren,— nine  sons  and  two  daughters, — all  of  whom 
were  born  in  New  Jersey  and  Williams  township, 
Northampton  Co.,  except  Joshua,  the  youngest  son, 
who  was  born  in  Hanover,  Sept.  28,  1802.  Of  these, 
George,  Henry,  Mrs.  George  Reichert,  Mrs.  Conrad 
Rinker,  and  Joshua  Yeager  settled  in  this  county. 

George  settled  in  Hanover  township,  was  a  farmer, 
and  died  at  the  age  of  eighty-three  years.  His  sou 
William  lives  at  Bingen.  Horatio  lives  at  Beth- 
lehem. 

Henry  settled  at  Upper  Saucon  ;  farmer ;  died  De- 
cember, 1882,  in  his  eighty-fourth  year.  His  sons 
Charles  and  Harmon  are  farmers,  living  on  and  near 
the  homestead  farm. 

Joshua  studied  theology  from  1823  to  1827,  under 
his  father,  and  at  his  death  became  the  pastor  of  the 
four  congregations  to  which  his  father  had  ministered 
thirty-eight  years.  Joshua  is  serving  two  of  the  con- 
gregations, Shoenersville  and  Friedensville,  at  the 
present  time,  making  under  father  and  son  a  term  of 
ninety-one  years. 

John  Conrad  Yeager,  with  a  large  family  of  chil- 
dren, educated  his  own  children  in  reading,  writing, 
and  arithmetic,  having  an  evening  school. 

The  first  of  the  Beitels  who  came  to  this  country 
was  Henry,  who  was  born  in  January,  1711,  at  Neu- 
dorff,  Ober  Schlessein.     His  parents  were  Catholics, 


1  George  Brvenreider  died  in  September,  1826,  aged  flfty-flve  years. 
He  is  buried  in  Christ  cliurchyard. 


but  he  was  not  inclined  to  follow  in  that  faith  and 
became  a  Moravian.  He  married  about  1738,  and  in 
1741  was  sent  out  by  the  Moravians  as  a  missionary 
to  the  Dutch  settlement  of  Guiana,  on  the  north  coast 
of  South  America,  where  he  remained  till  1745,  and 
returned  to  Germany.  About  1755  he  emigrated  to 
America  and  came  to  Bethlehem  with  two  sons.  Chris- 
tian Frederick  and  David.  John,  the  eldest  son  of 
Henry,  was  born  in  Pilgerhut,  Germany,  Dec.  21, 
1740,  before  his  father  went  out  as  a  missionary.  In 
1745,  when  John  was  five  years  old,  he  was  brought 
to  this  country  and  placed  in  a  Moravian  school  near 
Frederickstown,  Montgomery  Co.  This  school  was 
abandoned  in  1750,  and  he  was  placed  at  the  Moravian 
school  at  Emaus,  where  he  was  two  years,  after  which 
he  went  to  Bethlehem  and  learned  the  trade  of  a 
tailor.  In  1755  he  went  to  Nazareth  and  settled. 
He  was  married  in  February,  1779,  and  had  two 
sons.  Christian  Frederick  and  John ;  the  latter 
settled  in  Nazareth.  Christian  was  born  Jan.  23, 
1780,  and  lived  at  Nazareth  and  Bethlehem  until 
about  1808-9,  when  he  moved  to  Hanover  township. 
He  purchased  a  small  farm  north  of  Eittersville,  and 
was  soon  after  appointed  justice  of  the  peace,  and  in 
1822  was  appointed  by  Governor  Wolf  prothonotary 
of  Lehigh  County,  and  by  Governor  Ritner  in  1837. 
At  the  time  of  his  first  appointment  as  prothonotary 
he  removed  to  Allentown,  where  he  resided  till  his 
death  in  1869,  aged  ninety  years.  He  had  eight  chil- 
dren, of  whom  four  are  living,  viz. :  Amelia  (Mrs. 
John  Matchett),  Miss  Henrietta  Beitel,  Maria  (Mrs. 
John  Yingling),  Josiah  D.  Beitel. 

Charles  Colver,  a  German,  settled  near  Rittersville 
on  a  farm  before  1781.  He  had  sons  who,  with  the 
exception  of  Jacob,  went  West.  He  settled  on  the 
farm  now  owned  by  the  Park  Association.  He  mar- 
ried Susanna  Miller;  they  had  eleven  children,  of 
whom  are  Charles,  now  living  at  Shoenersville,  eighty 
yeai's  of  age,  Polly  (Mrs.  Henry  Mink),  Samuel  at 
Allentown,  and  Mary  (Mrs.  Jacob  Bast). 

Peter  Kelchner  was  a  resident  here  when  the  town- 
ship was  erected  in  1798.  His  sons  were  John,  Joseph, 
and  Peter.  Joseph  settled  on  the  homestead  where 
his  son  Moses  now  resides ;  Peter  lives  at  Eittersville. 

Henry  Fatzinger  was  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  in 
the  township.  He  did  not  receive  the  patent  from 
the  Penns  for  his  land  until  Jan.  15,  1790,  in  which 
it  is  shown  he  purchased  one  hundred  and  sixteen 
acres  and  one  hundred  and  fifteen  perches,  for  which 
he  paid  at  the  rate  of  sixty-five  pounds  ten  shillings 
per  one  hundred  acres.  His  land  was  adjoining 
Micha'el  Kelchner,  Daniel  Klint,  Joseph  Albright, 
Henry  Fogelman,  Jacob  Sterner,  and  George  Meyer. 

He  purchased  in  1804  a  tract  of  land  adjoining  of 
the  heirs  of  Nicholas  Steiner.  Henry  Fatzinger  built 
the  old  log  and  stone  house  still  standing  on  the  farm, 
where  he  lived  till  his  death  in  1836,  aged  eighty-two 
years.  He  left  sons, — George,  John,  Adam,  Jacob, 
and  Henry. 
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Adam  settled  on  the  homestead  and  died  in  March, 
1880,  aged  eighty-nine  years.  He  served  in  the  war 
of  1812,  had  passed  in  married  life  sixty-seven  years, 
and  left  a  family  of  nine  children,  of  whom  Tilgh- 
man  and  Charles  reside  on  the  homestead.  George, 
son  of  Henry,  moved  to  Ohio,  John  to  Salisbury,  and 
Jacob  to  Allen  township,  where  he  died  in  1883. 

The  Laubach  family  settled  in  the  township,  and 
part  of  them  in  Northampton  County.  The  records 
of  the  Christ  Church  Cemetery  show  that  Anna 
Laubach  died  in  1848,  at  the  age  of  seventy-three 
years  ;  John  G.  in  1851,  aged  eighty  years  ;  and  John 
in  1869,  aged  seventy-two  years.  George  Laubach 
lived  near  the  Lehigh,  south  from  Allentown  ;  his 
grandson,  John,  now  lives  on  the  farm ;  Leonard 
lived  near  the  centre  of  the  township  ;  a  son,  Thomas, 
lives  in  Allentown. 

The  Kurtz  family,  east  from  Catasauqua,  derived 
the  title  to  their  land  from  the  Penns,  from  whom 
they  received  patents.  John  G.  Kurtz  died  in  1835, 
aged  sixty-seven,  and  Elizabeth  died  in  1849,  aged 
eighty-three  years.  The  Kurtz  farm  was  inherited 
by  George  Kurtz,  whose  sons,  George  and  Henry,  live 
on  the  homestead. 

Joseph  Dewalt,  whose  name  appears  in  the  assess- 
ment-roll of  the  township  in  1798,  died  in  1848,  aged 
sixty  years.  The  family  were  numerous,  and  lived  to 
an  advanced  age,  and  were  buried  in  Christ  church- 
yard. Elizabeth  died  in  1876,  aged  eighty-four  years ; 
Jonas  died  in  1877,  aged  eighty-three  years ;  Maria  C. 
in  1859,  aged  sixty-four  years ;  Nicholas  in  1865,  aged 
seventy-five  years. 

The  family  of  Quier  were  living  in  the  township  in 
1812,  and  had  been  for  many  years  previous.  Bar- 
bara Quier  was  born  in  1784,  and  died  in  1846,  aged 
sixty-one  years.  Daniel  was  born  in  1786,  and  died 
in  1850,  aged  sixty-four  years.  Elizabeth,  George, 
and  Jacob  were  also  of  the  family.  None  of  the 
name  are  now  in  the  township. 

The  Eeichard  family  settled  first  in  Williams  town- 
ship, Northampton  Co.  A  son,  Michael,  was  born  in 
1752 ;  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  army,  and 
after  his  service  he  married  and  purchased  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  acres  of  land  in  what  is  now  Hanover 
township,  and  settled  there,  and  died  in  1842,  aged 
eighty-five  years.  He  left  a  large  family  of  children, 
of  whom  George  was  the  oldest,  and  settled  in  the 
township,  near  Rittersvillc.  Other  sons  were  John, 
Jacob,  Daniel,  and  Michael;  the  two  last  settled  in 
Whitehall  township,  others  in  Hanover.  Mrs.  Joseph 
Minnich,  Mrs.  William  Minuich,  and  Mrs.  Daniel 
Quier  were  daughters.  J.  Frank  Reichard,  William 
G.  T.,  Edwin,  and  Robert  Eeichard  are  sons  of 
George. 

Henry  Vogelman  lived  adjoining  Henry  Fatzinger. 
None  of  the  family  are  in  the  township. 

The  Sterner  family  were  early  settlers  along  the 
Lehigh  River.  Among  them  were  Abraham,  who 
died   in    1828,  aged   fifty-three  years;  Christian,  in  1 


1848,  aged  seventy-nine  years ;  John,  in  1843,  aged, 
eighty-two  years  ;  and  John,  in  1849,  aged  seventy- 
eight  years.  Barbara  Sterner  died  in  1839,  aged  sev- 
enty-eight years.  None  of  the  family  are  now  in  the 
township. 

John  Keim  was  a  settler  near  the  east  line  of  the 
township  while  Hanover  was  yet  a  part  of  Allen- 
town. He  was  born  in  1754,  and  died  in  1815,  aged 
sixty-one  years.  Many  of  the  family  lived  to  an  ad- 
vanced age.  Elizabeth,  probably  bis  wife,  was  born 
in  1766,  and  died  in  1839,  aged  eighty  years. 

In  1798  the  names  of  John,  Michael,  and  Peter 
Kelchner  appear  on  the  assessment-list  of  Hanover. 
They  were  here  long  prior  to  that  time.  Michael 
lived  adjoining  land  of  Henry  Fatzinger  in  1790. 
He  died  in  1820,  aged  eighty-one  years.  Jonathan, 
probably  the  John  mentioned  in  the  assessment-roll, 
died  in  1864,  aged  eighty.  The  family  lived  between 
Rittersville  and  Shoenersville,  and  Henry,  living  on 
the  farm,  is  a  son  of  Joseph  and  descendants. 

The  Keiper  family,  that  in  1800  were  prominent  in 
the  township,  are  still  represented  there,  but  are  not 
as  numerous  as  in  the  olden  time.  Jacob,  John,  and 
Ludwig  Keiper  were  assessed  in  1812.  John  died  in 
1820,  aged  sixty-seven  years.  Ludwig  died  in  1815, 
aged  seventy-seven  years.  Others  were  Abraham, 
who  died  in  1828,  aged  sixty-one  years;  Catharine, 
in  1818,  aged  eighty-one  years  ;  Joseph,  in  1865,  aged 
eighty-six  years. 

Joseph  Kidd,  in  1812,  was  assessed  in  the  township. 
He  lived  between  Rittersville  and  Catasauqua,  and 
died  in  1827,  aged  seventy-seven.  His  son  Joseph  died 
in  1867,  aged  sixty-eight  years.  In  the  old  Christ 
churchyard  the  burials  of  the  family  are  numerous, 
among  whom  are  Benjamin,  who  died  in  1806,  aged 
fifty-three ;  Catharine,  died  in  1836,  aged  seventy 
years;  Elizabeth,  in  1848,  aged  forty-seven  years; 
Solomon,  in  1844,  aged  forty-eight;  Susanna,  in  1861, 
aged  fifty ;  and  John,  in  1876,  aged  eighty-three  years. 
Descendants  of  the  family  live  in  the  township. 

The  name  of  Knauss  appears  in  181 2.  Later  a  John 
Knauss  was  a  windmill  maker  at  Rittersville,  and  a 
justice  of  the  peace.  He  died  in  1866,  aged  seventy- 
one  years.  Sarah  Knauss  died  in  1876,  aged  seventy- 
seven.  Lewis  Knauss,  of  North  Whitehall,  is  a  son 
of  John  Knauss. 

Philip  Kleckner  was  born  Aug.  26,  1761,  on  the 
Susquehanna  River.  When  a  young  lad  he  became 
a  teamster  in  the  Revolutionary  army.  He  came  to 
Allen  township   (now  Hanover)   after  the  war.     In 

March,  1788,  he  married  Elizabeth ,  who  died  in 

1839,  aged  seventy-one  years.  They  lived  above  Rit- 
tersville, on  the  farm  now  owned  by  Henry  Nonne- 
macher.  He  died  on  the  14th  of  January,  1846,  aged 
eighty-three  years,  and  left  no  descendants. 

Jacob  and  Jonathan  Houer  settled  near  Ritters- 
ville about  1780.  Charles  Houer,  who  lives  on  the 
Geisinger  farm,  near  Allentown,  is  a  son  of  Jacob. 
Jonathan  Houer,  a  son  of  Jonathan,  settled  on  the 


HANOVPm   TOWNSHIP. 


265 


Lehigh  in  1835,  where  he  still  lives  and  is  in  his 
ninety-second  year.     He  was  in  the  war  of  1812. 

Christian  Young  was  a  native  of  Bucks  County  and 
came  to  Hanover  about  1800,  and  opened  a  store  east 
from  the  limekilns,  on  the  road  from  Allentown  to 
Bethlehem.  In  1812  he  opened  the  "  Black  Horse" 
Tavern,  which  he  kept  till  his  removal  to  Bucks 
County,  about  1818.  Dr.  Samuel  Young,  of  Allen- 
town,  was  the  eldest  of  his  sons.  Joseph  and  William 
Young,  of  Allentown,  are  his  sons. 

Heinrich  Brader  was  an  early  settler  in  the  present 
township  of  Hanover,  and  his  brothers,  Philip  and 
Laurence,  in  Hanover  and  Northampton  County. 
Heinrich  settled  on  the  farm  now  owned  by  John 
Mitmar.  He  had  sons,  among  whom  were  Daniel  and 
George,  who  settled  on  the  homestead  and  near  there. 
Their  descendants  are  in  different  parts  of  the  county. 

Early  Roads. — The  first  road  in  the  territory  now 
Hanover  of  which  any  mention  is  made  was  the  one 
laid  out  in  1747  by  order  of  the  Court  of  Bucks  County, 
and  extended  from  Bethlehem  to  the  Gnaden  Hutten 
Moravian  Mission,  north  of  the  Blue  Eidge  (now  the 
site  of  Lehighton,  Carbon  Co.).  It  was  used  by  the 
mission  till  its  destruction  in  1756,  and  from  that  time 
to  1761  was  used  as  a  military  road,  after  which  for 
many  years  it  was  practically  abandoned.  About 
1761  a  road  was  laid  out  that  passed  from  the  Phila- 
delphia road,  through  Salisbury  township,  crossed  the 
river  by  a  ford  on  the  Geisinger  farm  near  the  old 
house,  and  passed  through  what  later  became  Eitters- 
ville  and  Shoenersville,  in  Hanover  township.  Later 
another  road  ran  from  Eittersville  to  the  Bethlehem 
bridge,  and  the  earlier  road  was  abandoned  after 
1825.  At  the  first  term  of  court  (held  December, 
1812)  after  the  erection  of  Lehigh  County  a  petition 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  borough  of  Northampton 
was  presented,  setting  forth  "that  a  public  road  was 
much  needed  to  commence  at  a  spot  fixed  by  the 
president,  managers,  and  company  for  erecting  a 
bridge  over  the  Lehigh  Eiver,  to  proceed  in  a  straight 
line  from  thence  by  the  north  side  of  Jacob  Claders' 
house  to  the  road  leading  from  the  ferry  on  the 
Lehigh  to  Bethlehem."  Viewers  were  thereupon 
appointed,  who  made  a  report,  which  was  confirmed. 
This  action  was  the  first  taken  in  reference  to  roads 
in  Lehigh  County  by  the  courts,  and  is  the  route  of  the 
road  now  used  from  East  Allentown  to  Bethlehem. 

Justices  of  the  Peace.— Prior  to  1840  the  justices 
having  jurisdiction  over  this  territory  were  elected  in 
districts,  and  their  names  will  be  found  in  the  civil 
list  of  the  general  history. 

CommiBSioned.  ,  CommisBioned. 

H.„ry  R  Hmxca....Apn.  14  IMO  ,   ^0..^^-:^?^^    [J;  \^ 

SfT'iKf,,/; "      11  1843  LeTi  Overholtzer....    ■'  17,1866 

Michael  Bitter }^  ^345  Thos.  F.  Laubach...     "  9,1867 

Samuel  Saylor _     J^' i^lg  !  John  Osman "  14  1868 

Michael  Bitter A' js/in  1  H  W.F.  Eberhard.     "  13,1869 

George  Frederick ;^      1?' Jf"  '  nenr;- C.  Moyer....     "  15,1873 

Michael  Bitter _^      iiifiii  j  K.  "Hotteii8tein....March  19, 1877 

Tobias  Sterner.. ,_      ,7)  1855  !  Henry  0.  Mover....     "  25,1878 

levin  A.  Miksch ^^      Js' 1856  i  Jedediah  H.  Weiss.April  9,1881 

Jacob  BBogh    ^^      j„;  meo  i  Henry  C.  Moyer....     "  6,1881 

Levin  A.  MiKScn m  ififin 

Edmund  r.Tice 10,1860 


Schools  in  the  Township. — The  early  schools  are 
mentioned  in  the  settlements  of  Shoenersville,  Eit- 
tersville, and  West  Bethlehem.  Of  the  others  nothing 
has  been  found.  Hanover,  with  Allentown,  accepted 
the  school  law  during  the  same  year  in  which  it  be- 
came a  law  (1834),  while  the  other  townships  in  the 
county  rejected  it.  As  soon  thereafter  as  possible 
school-houses  were  erected  in  different  parts  of  the 
township.  Four  were  erected  along  the  road  between 
Allentown  and  Eittersville,  including  the  one  at  that 
settlement.  On  the  13th  of  October,  1838,  Abram 
Fatzinger  sold  a  lot  to  the  school  directors  for  one 
dollar,  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  thereon  a  school- 
house,  which  was  soon  after  built.  Another  was 
erected  on  the  road  leading  from  Eittersville  to  Beth- 
lehem.    Several  of  these  houses  are  still  staiiding. 

In  1855,  Hanover  township  had  8  schools,  8  teach- 
ers, and  384  pupils.  The  township  received  for  school 
purposes  $1350,  and  paid  out  $1560,  $162.50  appropri- 
ated from  State.  Directors  were  Samuel  Breder,  presi- 
dent ;  C.  L.  Bush,  secretary ;  Timothy  Weiss,  treas- 
urer. In  1877,  Hanover  had  10  schools  and  548 
scholars,  and,  in  1883,  11  schools  and  321  pupils; 
West  Bethlehem,  5  schools,  316  pupils. 

Shoenersville. — The  settlement  is  situated  on  the 
line  between  Hanover  township  in  Lehigh  County  and 
Hanover  township  in  Northampton  County.  It  con- 
tains a  church,  school-house,  store,  post-office,  hotel, 
and  fifteen  or  twenty  dwellings.  It  derives  its  name 
from  Adam  Shoener,  who  settled  there  in  1784. 

Adam  Shoener  was  born  in  1763,  came  to  Northamp- 
ton County  in  1794,  and  settled  at  the  place  that  bears  . 
his  name, — a  road  at  that  time  passed  his  house.  He 
opened  a  tavern  called  the  "  Blue  Ball,"  which  he 
kept  till  about  1837,  when  he  built  a  brick  house  near 
Christ's  Church,  where  he  lived  till  his  death,  Oct.  28, 
1849,  aged  eighty-six  years.  His  wife,  Catharine,  died 
Dec.  26,  1889,  aged  sixty-five  years.  They  had  ten 
children,  of  whom  Mrs.  Nathan  Larrach,  of  Shoeners- 
ville, was  the  youngest,  and  the  only  one  living.  Of 
the  others,  Thomas  kept  the  "Blue  Ball"  three  years 
after  his  father  retired,  then  moved  beyond  the  Blue 
Mountains,  where  he  died  in  1853,  aged  forty-three 
years.  Abram  moved  into  Northampton  County,  and 
died  in  1877,  aged  seventy-five  years.  Hannahlived  in 
Shoenersville,  and  died  in  1875,  aged  seventy  years. 
They  are  all  buried  in  Christ's  churchyard. 

Soon  after  1794,  Adam  Shoener  opened  the  "  Blue 
Ball"  Tavern,  which  he  kept  till  1837.  Thomas 
Shoener,  his  son,  kept  it  for  three  years.  It  was  then 
kept  by  Charles  Eeinsmith,  Nathan  Larrach,  and 
others.  In  1850  Jonas  Snyder  built  the  present  hotel 
on  the  other  side  of  the  street,  and  in  Northampton 
County,  and  the  "  Blue  Ball"  was  discontinued. 

About  the  year  1825  Samuel  Saylor  removed  from 
Easton  to  what  is  now  Shoenersville,  at  that  time  con- 
taining the  "Blue  Ball"  Tavern,  Christ's  Church,  a 
log  school-house,  and  five  or  six  dwelling-houses. 
He  erected  a  double  house  near  the  cemetery  lot,  in 
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which  he  resided  and  opened  a  store ;  the  latter  was 
continued  by  him  till  1855,  when  his  son,  David  0. 
Saylor,  took  the  business  and  remained  there  till 
1860,  when  he  removed  to  Allentown,  where  he  still 
resides.  At  that  time  he  sold  the  store  to  other  par- 
ties, by  whom  it  was  conducted  for  a  short  time  and 
discontinued. 

Soon  after  the  building  of  the  present  hotel,  in  1850, 
a  store  building  was  erected  on  the  corner  opposite 
the  hotel  and  adjoining  the  old  tavern.  A  store  was 
opened  by  Joseph  Pierson  and  John  A.  Deck,  who 
continued  several  years,  when  Mr.  Deck  retired  and 
Richard  Snyder  was  interested.  Later  it  passed  en- 
tirely into  his  hands,  and  in  1864  the  property  was 
purchased  by  E.  E.  Beuner,  who  now  conducts  the 
business. 

The  first  postmaster  in  Shoenersville  was  Samuel 
Saylor;  the  office  was  kept  at  his  store.  He  was  suc- 
ceeded by  Richard  Snyder,  who  served  till  Dec.  8, 
1875,  when  E.  E.  Benner,  the  present  incumbent,  .was 
appointed. 

Christ's  Church. — This  church  was  organized  in 
1780  as  a  Lutheran  and  German  Reformed  Union 
Church  by  the  Eev.  John  Faust  (Lutheran),  and  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Gross  (German  Reformed).  At  the  first 
communion  under  the  Rev.  Mr.  Faust  twenty-four 
took  part.  Soon  after  the  organization  a  small  log 
church  was  erected  at  what  is  now  Shoenersville,  and 
in  which  the  congregation  assembled  and  worshiped 
until  the  year  1819,  at  which  time  the  society  erected  a 
stone  church  on  the  site  of  the  present  one,  laying  the 
corner-stone  on  the  10th  of  May  in  that  year,  and  dedi- 
cating the  edifice  on  the  following  Christmas.  This 
church  edifice  answered  their  needs  until  1872,  when  it 
was  torn  down,  and  ou  the  26th  of  May  in  that  year 
the  corner-stone  of  the  present  brick  edifice  was  laid. 
It  was  completed  at  a  cost  of  seventeen  thousand  dol- 
lars. 

The  Lutheran  pastors  who  have  served  the  church 
are  as  here  given :  Rev.  John  Faust,  from  1780  to 
1792  ;  the  Rev.  George  Joseph  Wichtermann,  1792  to 
1793 ;  Rev.  John  Conrad  Yeager,  from  1793  till  his 
death,  in  1832,  a  period  of  thirty-nine  years.  He  was 
succeeded  by  his  son,  Joshua,  who  was  called  to  the 
pastorate  and  still  serves  the  congregation,  making  a 
period  of  service  of  father  and  son  of  ninety-one  years. 
The  German  Reformed  Church  has  been  under  charge 
of  the  following  pastors  :  Rev.  Mr.  Gross,  1780  to  1794, 
fourteen  years.  He  was  succeeded  by  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Hoflfmeier,  who  served  six  years,  and  was  followed  by 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Van  Der  Sloot,  who  remained  in  charge 
till  1811,  when  the  Rev.  Charles  Christian  Becker  was 
called  to  the  pastorate.  He  remained  till  his  death, 
in  1858,  a  period  of  forty-seven  years.  His  son,  the 
Rev.  Cyrus  Becker,  was  chosen  as  his  successor,  and 
is  still  in  charge,  having  served  twenty-six  years, 
making  a  service  of  father  and  son  in  this  congrega- 
tion of  seventy-three  years.  The  two  congregations 
number  between  four  and  five  hundred  members. 


Schools.— School  was  first  taught  in  the  settlement 
by  a  Mr.  Bibinghous  about  the  year  1800.  He  later 
studied  theology,  and  became  a  minister  of  the  Ger- 
man Reformed  Church.  He  was  succeeded  by  Fred'k. 
Holey.  It  was  kept  in  a  log  house  erected  for  the 
purpose  on  the  churchyard  lot  of  Christ's  Church. 
About  1827-28  the  present  brick  school-house  was 
erected,  and  school  was  first  kept  by  Owen  Leopold. 
He  later  studied  for  the  ministry.  The  school  for 
many  years  was  under  the  charge  of  the  church,  but 
after  the  thorough  establishment  of  the  present  school 
system,  it  was  by  them  given  over  to  the  directors  of 
the  township  schools. 

Cemeteries, — Christ's  churchyard  has  been  in  use 
since  the  organization  of  the  church  in  1780.  The 
earliest  death  record  is  that  of  Anna  M.  Klocknerin, 
who  died  Dec.  10, 1789,  aged  twenty-three  years.  Very 
many  of  the  early  settlers  both  in  Lehigh  and  North- 
ampton Counties  sleep  quietly  in  this  resting-place. 
About  1865  the  question  of  a  new  cemetery  was  agi- 
tated. An  association  was  formed  called  Shoenersville 
Cemetery  Association  ;  two  acres  of  land  was  pur- 
chased of  Samuel  Saylor,  adjoining  the  cemetery  of 
Christ's  Church ;  lots  were  laid  out,  trees  planted, 
and  the  ground  ready  for  use  in  January,  1866.  Mrs. 
Jacob  Reichert  was  the  first  to  be  buried  there.  The 
grounds  are  well  kept,  and  the  cemetery  bears  evi- 
dence of  care  and  attention. 

Rittersville. — The  place  now  known  as  Rittersville 
derives  its  name  from  Michael  Ritter,  who  came  from 
Northampton  County  in  1808,  and  purchased  land  at 
this  place  and  settled.  A  tavern  had  been  kept  at 
the  place  some  years  when  he  arrived.  He  continued 
it  until  about  1832,  when  his  son,  Charles  Ritter,  took 
charge  and  kept  it  till  1865.  J.  Frank  Reichert  was 
the  landlord  from  1869  to  1883.  It  is  now  kept  by  E. 
W.  Gangwere. 

Michael  Ritter  opened  a  store  about  1825  and  kept 
some  years,  after  which  it  was  kept  respectively  by 
David  Knauss,  Henry  Moyer,  Milton  Ritter,  and 
Edwin  Ozenboch,  who  now  keeps  it.  A  post-office 
was  established  early,  and  Michael  Ritter  was  the 
postmaster.  He  was  succeeded  by  his  son,  Charles 
Ritter,  who  continued  till  his  death,  in  June,  1883, 
when  Edwin  Ozenboch  was  appointed,  and  is  the 
present  incumbent. 

The  old  blacksmith-shop,  now  in  possession  of  John 

Roller,  was  built  about  1822  by Alshouse.     He 

was  succeeded  by  Jacob  Keeper,  Joseph  Paul,  and 
others. 

A  school-house  was  erected  in  the  settlement  about 
1812,  and  school  was  kept  there  irregularly  until 
Hanover  accepted  the  school  law  in  1885  or  1836.  A 
school-house  was  then  erected,  which  served  the  pur- 
pose until  about  1850,  when  the  present  two-story 
brick  school-house  was  erected. 

The  old  cemetery  in  Rittersville  was  laid  out  in 
1842,  when  the  church  was  erected.  The  present 
grounds  were  opened  in  the  spring  of  1859. 
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In  1868,  J.  Frank  Eeichert  laid  out  a  race-courae 
near  Rittersville,  and  in  1872  the  Eittersville  Park 
Association  was  organized.  The  grounds  were  en- 
larged to  sixteen  acres,  and  fitted  up  at  a  cost  of 
twelve  thousand  dollars.  The  grounds  are  open  for 
trotting  and  pacing  in  May  and  August  of  each  year. 

Rittersville  Union  Church  was  formed  in  1842  from 
members  of  Christ's  Church  who  lived  in  this  section 
of  the  township,  and  the  present  brick  church  was  at 
once  erected.  The  society  have  at  present  a  member- 
ship of  about  two  hundred.  The  Rev.  Joshua  Yeager 
has  been  in  charge  of  the  Lutheran  congregation  since 
its  organization.  The  pastors  who  have  served  the 
German  Reformed  congregation  are  as  follows :  The 
Rev.  Joseph  Dubbs,  Rev.  Mr.  Brendell,  and  the 
present  pastor,  the  Rev.  Isaac  Loos. 

Michael  Ritter  came  from  Northampton  County  in 
1808,  settled  here,  and  died  in  1854.  He  had  four 
sons,— Charles,  Thomas,  William,  and  Franklin. 
Charles  kept  the  hotel  many  years,  and  was  post- 
master from  1832  till  his  death,  in  June,  1883,  aged 
seventy-eight  years.  Mrs.  Walter  Huber  and  Mrs. 
Henry  Mover  are  daughters.  Thomas  and  William 
lived  and  died  in  Rittersville.  Franklin  was  a  school 
teacher,  and  now  resides  in  Whitehall  township. 

East  Allentown. — In  1828  the  land  on  the  west 
side  of  the  river,  at  the  end  of  the  Chain  Bridge,  was 
owned  by  Jacob  Clader.  The  canal  of  the  Lehigh 
Coal  and  Navigation  Company  was  nearly  completed 
in  the  locality.  There  was  a  stone  house,  occupied 
by  Jacob  Clader,  on  the  left  of  the  road  leading  to 
Bethlehem,  and  a  barn  on  the  right.  The  toll-house 
was  on  the  first  pier  of  the  bridge.  In  the  year  men- 
tioned Jacob  Saeger  and  George  Keck  purchased  the 
forty-five  acres  of  land  belonging  to  Jacob  Clader, 
which  was  on  both  sides  of  the  road.  They  obtained 
a  license,  and  opened  the  stone  house  as  a  hotel.  A 
man  by  the  name  of  Haldeman  was  landlord  for  a 
few  months,  and  Josiah  Rhoads  succeeded  him.  They 
first  erected  a  small  frame  building  for  a  store,  stocked 
it  with  goods,  and  William  Saeger,  son  of  Jacob,  took 
charge.  They  then  erected  a  large  stone  tavern  on  the 
right  side  of  the  road,  which  was  kept  many  years, 
later  passed  to  Nathan  Baker,  who  kept  it  and  sold 
it  to  the  railroad  company,  who  tore  it  down  when 
the  Lehigh  and  Susquehanna  road  was  built.  After 
the  tavern  was  removed  to  the  new  building  the  old 
stone  house  was  used  for  a  dwelling  until  the  railroad 
company  bought  the  property,  when  it,  too,  was  torn 
down.  The  stone  house  now  used  for  a  depot  of  the 
Philadelphia  and  Reading  Railroad  was  erected  soon 
after  1830,  and  the  store  was  also  moved  into  it.  In 
1832,  Saeger  &  Keck  built  the  stone  and  brick  grist- 
mill'on  the  bank  of  the  canal.  Solomon  Keck,  son 
of  George  and  Charles  and  William  Saeger,  sons  of 
'Jacob  ran  the  mill  from  1833  to  1837,  and  then  bought 
the  mill  a  stone  dwelling  for  the  miller,  and  six  acres 
of  land  adjoining  east.  The  mill  now  is  owned  by 
William  Saeger  and  his  sons,  Jacob  and  Thomas. 


In  1850,  C.  L.  &  A.  S.  Keck  opened  the  lumber-yard 
boating,  and  ran  it  until  1854,  when  the  lumber-yard 
boating,  grist-mill,  store,  and  a  store  at  White  Haven 
were  all  consolidated  into  one  business,  and  in  1856 
was  again  divided ;  C.  L.  &  A.  S.  Keck  took  the  lum- 
ber-yard, William  Saeger  and  son,  Alfred,  the  store 
and  mill. 

About  this  time  Thomas  Keck,  Alfred  Saeger,  and 
James  K.  Mosser  bought  of  William  Saeger  several 
acres  of  land  and  erected  the  present  tannery.  It  is 
now  owned  by  Mosser,  Keck  &  Co. 

Lime  was  burned  and  stone  was  quaiTied  on  the 
left  side  of  the  road  by  the  Claders  before  1829,  and 
stone  is  now  quarried  by  Melchior  Clader,  a  son  of 
John  Clader.  Saeger  &  Keck  burned  lime  many 
years.  Lime  has  also  been  burned  many  years  far- 
ther out  on  the  Bethlehem  road  by  John  Clader,  and 
about  1850,  John  Trexler  &  Sons  commenced  the 
business,  and  still  continue. 

About  1862-63,  Tilghman  Dorney  put  up  small 
works,  and  commenced  the  manufacture  of  fire-brick. 
The  property  passed  through  several  changes,  and  is 
now.  in  possession  of  Joseph  Downing,  who  carries  on 
the  business. 

West  Sethlehem, — The  land  on  which  the  village 
of  West  Bethlehem  was  located  was  purchased  by  the 
Moravians  over  one  hundred  years  ago,  and  was  part 
of  a  large  tract  in  their  possession.  A  mission-house 
was  established  upon  it,  in  which  the  Indians  lived 
after  the  destruction  of  Gnadenhiitten.  It  was  lo- 
cated where  now  stand  the  stables  of  Levin  J.  Krause. 
Another  mission,  called  "  Nain,"  was  said  to  have 
been  on  the  George  Geisinger  farm,  which  also  was  a 
part  of  the  Moravian  tract.  The  land  opposite  Beth- 
lehem, and  near  the  mouth  of  the  Monocacy,  event- 
ually fell  into  possession  of  Levin  J.  Krause,  who 
lived  there  many  years,  and  followed  the  occupation 
of  a  farmer  and  butcher. 

In  the  year  1869,  Mr.  Krause  projected  the  idea  of 
building  an  iron  bridge  across  the  Monocacy,  and 
proposed  to  form  a  company,  offering  half  of  his  farm 
to  the  stockholders.  This  proposition  was  accepted, 
a  company  formed,  and  the  present  toll-bridge  was 
erected  at  a  cost  of  sixty-nine  thousand  dollars.  The 
farm  land  was  laid  out  into  streets  and  lots,  sales  were 
made,  and  buildings  (mostly  brick)  were  soon  after 
commenced. 

A  school-house  (one-story  brick)  had  been  erected 
many  years  previous,  which  in  later  years  was  en- 
larged. In  1877  there  were  five  schools  and  two 
hundred  and  thirty-nine  pupils,  and  the  district  in 
this  year  became  independent.  The  school-house 
was  enlarged  at  a  cost  of  $2738.67.  In  1883  there 
were  five  schools  and  three  hundred  and  sixteen 
pupils.  A  new  school-house  was  erected  in  1883-84 
at  a  cost  of  five  thousand  dollars.  Schools  will  be 
kept  in  both  the  school-houses.  The  increased  facil- 
ities are  now  ample,  and  will  probably  be  sufficient 
for  some  years  to  come. 
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A  Sunday-school  house  was  erected  in  the  village 
in  1883-84  by  the  enterprise  of  the  theological  stu- 
dents of  the  Moravian  Church  of  Bethlehem. 


CHAPTER   XXIV. 

HEIDELBERG   TOWNSHIP.^ 

The  territory  now  comprised  in  the  townships  of 
Heidelberg,  Lynn,  and  Washington  was  known  prior 
to  1752  as  Heidelberg  District.  On  the  16th  of  June 
following  the  organization  of  Northampton  County 
(which  was  effected  in  March  of  the  same  year),  a  pe- 
tition was  received  by  the  first  court,  upon  which  the 
following  was  indorsed : 

"The  petition  of  a  number  of  inhabitantB  settled  on  the  back  parts  of 
Heidelberg  and  Macungie,  praying  that  they  ought  to  be  formed  into  a 
township,  was  allowed,  and  Mr.  Scull,  surveyor  of  the  county,  to 
measure  out  the  same." 

"A  draught  and  return  of  Heidelberg  township,  under  the  head  of 
David  Schultz,  surveyor,  was  allowed  and  ordered  to  be  recorded." 

The  first  official  act  in  recognition  of  Heidelberg  as 
a  township  was  made  at  the  October  term  of  court  in 
1752,  when  Conrad  Blose  was  appointed  constable  for 
it.  Jacob  Bainter,  his  successor,  was  appointed  Sept. 
16,  1755. 

Lynn  was  set  off  from  Heidelberg  the  same  year 
that  the  latter  was  organized,  but  Heidelberg  for 
almost  a  hundred  years  comprised  in  addition  to  its 
present  territory  that  which  is  now  included  in  Wash- 
ington. 

Division  of  the  Township.— For  some  time  prior 
to  1847  the  project  of  dividing  the  township  was  agi- 
tated among  its  residents,  and  in  May  of  that  year 
the  following  petition  was  drawn  up,  circulated,  and 
presented  to  the  court : 

*'  To  the  honourable  the  judges  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  of  the 
county  of  Lehigh,  now  composing  and  holding  a  Court  of  General 
Quarter  Session  of  the  Peace  in  and  for  the  said  county  at  the  May 
Term,  a.d.  1847. 

"The  petition  of  the  undersigned  citizens  of  the  township  of  Heidel- 
berg, in  said  county,  respectfully  sheweth,— 

"That  the  said  township  of  Heidelberg  is  uncommonly  large  for  all 
township  purposes,  inusniuch  as  the  supervisors  of  the  public  highways 
we  find  it  exactly  inconvenient  to  keep  all  the  roads  in  repair  and  to 
attend  to  various  duties.  It  is  also  extremely  inconvenient  for  the  cit- 
izens of  said  township  to  attend  general  and  township  elections  and 
other  meetings  on  account  of  the  great  distance.  Many  of  them  are 
unable  to  travel  that  distance,  etc. 

"  Your  petitioners  would  therefore  pray  your  honora  to  appoint  three 
competent  and  respectable  men  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  divid- 
ing the  said  township  into  two  parts,  as  nearly  equal  as  may  be,  to  a 
line  commencing  at  a  point  in  or  near  the  middle  of  the  Blui- Moun- 
tain, on  the  line  of  Eiist  Peon  township,  Carbon  Co.;  thence  running 
to  some  point  on  the  lino  of  or  between  the  township  of  North  White- 
hall and  Low  HOI,  Lehigh  Co.    And  they  will  pray,  etc. 


'*Michael  Rehrig. 
George  Rehrig. 


Nathan  Hnstis. 
Owen  Jones. 


1  By  Samuel  J,  Kiatler,  Esq. 


William  Roberts. 

Ellis  Morris. 

William  Roberts. 

John  Roberts  Berlde. 

David  Williams  (B). 

Jacob  Remely. 

Jacob  F.  Hailer. 

John  Remely. 

Daniel  Ritter. 

Stephen  Kern. 

Dennis  Hunsicker. 

Charles  Kern. 

Daniel  Remely. 

Daniel  Breyfogel. 

Nathan  German,  Sr. 

Henry  Smith, 

Jonas  Bock. 

Owen  Hunsicker. 

Willhelm  Ebbert. 

Frederick  Leffler, 

Joel  Ross. 

Nathan  German  (miller). 

Josiah  German. 

Henry  Clauas. 

William  W.  Ereus. 

Robert  Roberts. 

John  S.  Williams. 

Rice  Owens. 

Daniel  Acanol. 

Richard  Hughes. 

Robert  Jones. 

David  Peter. 

John  Ree. 

Daniel  Schleicher. 

EliasBittner. 

John  Kruw. 

Reuben  Peter. 

Daniel  Fink,  Jr. 

Daniel  German. 

David  Ross. 

Nathan  Weaver. 

John  Heil. 

Jacob  Holban. 

John  Peter. 

Nicholas  Kern. 

Daniel  Kern. 

John  Kreitz. 

Jonas  Kern. 

Joseph  German. 

John  Frederick. 

John  Wasmer. 

Charles  Dornard. 

Solomon  Moyer. 

Owen  German. 

Abraham  Reidy. 

Henry  Loeser, 

Adam  German,  Jr. 

Henry  Snyder. 

Andrew  Muth. 
"  Lrhioh  Countt,  as. 

"  I,  J.  D.  Lawall,  clerk  of  the  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions  of  the  Peace 
of  Lehigh  County,  do  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  correct  and  true 
copy  of  a  petition  presented  to  our  said  court  at  May  session  last  past 
for  the  division  of  Heidelberg  township,  as  the  same  remains  on  file 
in  said  office.  Witness  my  hand  and  sea]  of  office  this  first  day  of  Sep- 
tember, A.D.  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-seven. 

"J.  D.  La  WAIL,  ClerJc.^^ 

Jesse  Samuels,  Benjamin  Fogel,  and  Charles  Shei- 
mer  were  appointed  by  the  court  as  commissioners  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making  the  requested 
division.  They  reported  that  on  the  16th  of  August, 
1847,  they  met  at  the  house  of  Charles  and  David 
Peter,  in  Heidelberg,  and  made  the  division  desired, 


Monasea  Snyder. 
Benjamin  Lerau. 
Charles  Peter. 
Casper  Shutt. 
John  Walls. 
George  Ree,  Esq. 
Daniel  Saeger. 
John  Reppert. 
Jaret  Snyder. 
Reuben  Kern. 
Charles  Engle. 
Charles  Shafer. 
Jacob  Eisenhower. 
Elias  Williams. 
Isaac  Moyer. 
R.  M.  Jones. 
Richard  T.  Jones. 
Griffith  Davis. 
Henry  Parry. 
Henry  Fink. 
John  Reppert. 
Joseph  Peter. 
David  Kern. 
Henry  Stemler. 
John  Ritter. 
George  Wert. 
Gabriel  Kern. 
Levi  Reppert. 
David  T.  Druckenmiller, 
Christian  Riess. 
Samuel  Pauley. 
Willhelm  Moyer. 
Frank  Farber. 
Emanuel  Moyer. 
Esra  Moyer. 
Abraham  Reppert. 
Daniel  Paulna. 
Reuben  Wert. 
Nicholas  Wert. 
Stephen  Wert. 
Dobias  Wert. 
Abraham  Roberts. 
Stephen  Rex. 
Jonas  Peter. 
Daniel  Dornard. 
John  Rex. 
Charles  Newha 
Jonas  Peter. 
Daniel  Peter. 
Abraham  NeflF. 
Joseph  Blasa. 
Jeremiah  Leutz. 
John  Reit. 
William  Leutz,  Sr. 
Daniel  Newhard. 
Jonas  Peter. 
Thomas  Peter. 
Levi  German. 
William  Ebart. 
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— that  is,  they  set  off  the  township  now  known  as 
Washington,  but  then  named  "Dallas."  ' 

Character  of  the  People.— As  a  rule  up  to  1840 
there  was  little  mingling  with  other  people.  Those 
having  possession  of  the  land  conveyed  it  from  one 
heir  to  another,  and  thus  kept  the  land  among  their 
descendants.  Schools  of  the  English  language  were 
scarce.  Churches  both  of  the  German  Eeformed  and 
Lutheran  denominations  were  found  all  over  the 
county,  and  were  well  attended.  There  was  a  strict 
adherence  to  the  doctrine  of  the  churches,  the  pa- 
rents greatly  desired  having  their  children  trained  in 
the  precepts  of  Christianity.  It  seems  to  us  now 
an  astonishing  fact  that  a  man  should  borrow  from 
five  hundred  to  one  thousand  dollars  of  a  neighbor, 
the  lender  taking  no  note,  but  merely  marking  the 
amount,  and  opposite  the  time  when  to  return  the 
amount  or  pay  the  interest  thereof,  with  a  piece  of 
chalk  on  one  of  the  house-joists  or  on  the  large  house 
clock.  They  deemed  it  a  sacred  duty  when  the  time 
had  expired  to  pay  the  interest  or  amount,  according 
to  what  was  agreed  upon.  If  any  one  failed  to  be 
prompt,  or  failed  entirely  to  meet  his  payment,  this 
was  an  extraordinary  affair,  and  such  shameful  con- 
duct was  considered  a  crime.  The  old  saying,  "  His 
word  is  as  good  as  his  note,"  was  really  true  with  this 
class  of  people.  For  a  stranger  to  settle  among  them 
was  a  rare  occurrence.  Railroads  and  telegraphs  there 
were  none.  Trade  was  carried  on  by  wagons  to 
Philadelphia  and  other  markets.  Stores  had  their 
supplies  brought  all  the  way  from  Philadelphia  on 
wagons,  a  distance  of  eighty  miles.  Dealers  would 
arrange  it  so  as  to  go  to  the  city  two  or  four  times  a 
year.  They  arranged  their  time  of  travel  so  that  they 
were  able  to  reach  a  hotel  when  it  was  time  to  feed 
their  horses.  Here  the  men  greeted  each  other  in  the 
most  friendly  manner.  They  drank  their  pure  old  rye 
whiskey,  which  they  obtained  at  the  hotel  at  three 
cents  a  glass  with  a  cigar  thrown  in,  according  to  the 
general  custom.  On  the  arrival  at  the  great  markets 
they  were  earnest,  prompt,  and  shrewd  at  their  busi- 
ness, and  spared  no  pains  in  carrying  out  their  duty 
honorably.  When  the  time  had  arrived  for  the  re- 
turn of  the  heavy  four-  and  six -horse  teams,  there  was 
a  general  excitement.  People  came  from  twelve  to 
fifteen  miles  to  see  the  bright  calicoes  and  other  wear- 
ing materials.  This  made  every  heart  glad  and 
anxious  to  buy.  In  common  with  the  Pennsylvania 
Germans  elsewhere,  those  of  Heidelberg  have  been  a 
prosperous  and  industrious  people.  Failures  have 
been  scarcely  known  of  among  them  ;  their  whole  aim 
has  been  to  prosper,  and  it  is  well  known  that  they 
have  prospered. 

Land  Warrants  Located  in  Heidelberg:.— Fol- 
lowing is  a  list  of  the  land  warrants  located  in  the  old 


1  See  history  of  Washington  township  for  a  fuller  account  of  this 
action,  and  also  for  a  description  of  the  eastern  boundary  of  the  present 
Heidelberg. 


township  of  Heidelberg,  with  the  dates  of  their  issu- 
ance, names  of  persons  to  whom  granted,  and  number 
of  acres  taken  up  by  each.  The  list  shows  the  names 
of  the  early  settlers,  but  the  dates  cnnnot  be  consid- 
ered as  indicating  the  year  when  they  came  into  the 
country,  for,  as  a  rule,  the  pioneers  did  not  obtain 
their  warrants  until  several  years  had  elapsed  from 
the  time  of  their  arrival. 

Acres. 

No,  16,  Jacob  Arndt,  June  14, 1765 61 

No.  1822,  Andrew  Martin,  Aug.  26,  1766 104 

No.  1823,  Andrew  Martin,  Aug.  26,  1766 67 

No.  2087,  Jacob  Arndt,  Nov.  12,  1766 32 

No.  7,  Jacob  Ooltner,  March  5, 1763 134 

No.  2996,  Andrew  Olimer,  Dec.  3,  1767 2 

No.  461,  Hnnry  Decl,  Aug.  13,  1765 15 

No.  1493,  Jacob  Dautienspeck,  May  14,  1765 68 

No.  2835,  Tobias  Eberth,  Sept.  18,  1767 10 

No,  3659,  John  Eberth,  Oct,  26, 1768 16 

No,  32,  Leonard  Foot,  Oct,  30,  1746 114 

No.  43,  Heury  Francis,  May  10, 1748 41 

No,  66,Henry  Frey,  Jan.  26,  1749 64 

No.  14,  Leonard  Fahr,  June  6,  1753 129 

No,  33,  Philip  Fiddler,  Aug.  28, 1768 36 

No.  32,  Henry  Frnntz,  Nov.  14,  1768 299 

No.  39,  Leunard  Fahr,  Feb.  26,1766 119 

No,  625,  Johannes  Feller,  Aug.  25,  1766 104 

No.  1304,  Christopher  Fahr,  Dec.  3,  1765 37 

No.  2467,  Peter  Frantz,  April  3,  1767 34 

No.3309,John  Frey,  May  18, 17J58 25 

No.  3310,  Jacob  Frey,  May  18,  H68 33 

No.  3984,  Peter  Franta,  Jr.,  April  26,  1769 123 

No.  62,  Francis  Gilpner,  Nov.  28,  1743 97 

■  No.  83,  Peter  Grawall,  Aug.  26.  1748 179 

No.  107,  Adam  Germon,  Nov.  16,  1786 14 

No.  108,  Adam  Germon,  Nov.  16, 1786 101 

No.  177,  Adam  Germon,  April  17,1792 15 

No.  178,  Adam  Germon,  April  17,  1792 36 

No.  1140,  Henry  Geiger,  Oct.  25,  1766 46 

No.  1611,  Francis  Giltner,  May  21, 1766 109 

No.  3429,  Fredeiick  Giltner,  Juno  27,  1768 106 

No.  3816,  Jacob  Goltner,  Feb.  1,  1769 77 

No.  3985,  Joseph  Garber,  April  27,  1769 53 

No.  86,  Henry  Hauler,  April  26,  1744 167 

No,  137,  Henry  Hoffman,  Jan,  26,  1749 108 

No.  143,  Michael  Hevoner,  Maich  30, 1760 139 

No.  32,  Michael  Hiskey,  Aug.  21, 1764 61 

No.  46,  John  Handwerk,  Nov.  9,  1758 67 

No.  1264  Elizabeth  Hoffman,  Nov.  30,  1766 16 

No.  1771),  Nicholas  Handwerk,  Aug  12,1706 110 

No.  2066,  Peter  Herger,  Nov.  4,  1760 36 

No.  2865,  Henry  Hair,  Sept.  30,  1767 29 

No.  3814,  George  Hafe,  Jan.  2, 1769 29 

No.  89,  Martin  Koogher,  Nov.  6,  1747 114 

No.  96,  Frederick  Kern,  May  4,  1748 149 

No.  29,  George  Knedler,  Oct.  31, 1753 134 

No,  262,  John  Kuntz,  Nov.  17,  1790 7 

No.  2028,  .iohannes  Kunkle,  Oct.  29,  1766 91 

No.  20i!9,  Michael  Kunkle,  Oct.  29, 1766 41 

No.  3914,  John  Kern,  March  27, 1769 370 

No.  84,  John  Lap,  Feb.  4, 1762 58 

No,  105,  John  Lap,  Feb,  4,  1752 123 

No,  60,  Robert  Levers,  Aug.  23,1774 1 

No,  65,  Christian  Lanahner,  April  24, 1775 77 

No,  182,  John  Liniz,  April  17,1792 53 

No,  38u7,  Christian  Langenohr,  Jan,  30,  1769 66 

No,  69,  Jacob  Mowrer,  Dec,  16,  1743 33 

No,  70,  Jacob  Mowrer,  Dec   15,  1743 182 

No.  101,  Jacob  Mowrer,  May  16,  1745 33 

No,  158,  Jacob  Moyer,  March  24,  1749 100 

No,  148,  .lacobMuyer,  Dec,  6,1749 100 

No.  137,  Peter  Miller,  April  6, 1749 67 

No.  200,  I'eter  Missemer,  Feb.  7,  1762 26 

No.  217,  Conrad  Marms,  Dec.  5,  1767 92 

No.  23,  Felix  Mantsingler,  Oct.  12,  17.63 34 

No.  30.  Peter  Missemer,  Dec.  14.  1763 174 

No,  112,  Peter  Missemer,  Dec   31,1773 38 

No,  321,  Peter  Muagenong,  March  20,  1787 18 

No,  1483,  Conrad  Miller,  May  10,  1766 90 

No,  1769,  Peter  Missemer,  Aug,  12, 1766 32 

No.  3142,  George  Meal,  March  4,  1768 69 

No,  20,  Dlrich  Nafe,  May  26,  1746 147 

No,  30,  George  Nyehart,  May  30,  1760 112 

No,  33,  Ulrich  Nefe,  Nov,  6,  1751 103 

No.  208,  Ulrich  Nefe,  Aug,  6,  1766 19 

No,  2166,  Ulrich  Nefe,  Nov,  29, 1766 76 

No,  2167,  Ulrich  Henry  Neff,  Nov,  29,  1766 30 

No,  24,  Henry  Oswald,  Jan,  31,  1749 63 

No,  866,  Michael  Ohl,  Aug,  20,1765 30 

No,  866,  Michael  and  Hejiry  Ohl,  Sept,  21,  1766 65 

No,  867,  Michael  OhI.  Sept.  21,  1765 70 

No.  2087,  Jacob  Arndt,  Nov,  12,  1766 32 

No.  81,  Henry  Polinger,  Dec.  7,  1748 107 

No.  89,  Charles  Pennington,  June  10, 1749 194 

No,  3,  Jacob  Peter,  March  12,1752 31 

No,  12,  Rudolph  Peter,  Jan.  28,  1764 74 
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Acres. 

No.  25,  Elias  Painter,  Aug.  22, 1758 170 

No.  6,  Adam  Keeder,  Aug.  5,1752 27 

No.  16,  Peter  ReegR,  July  20, 1753 47 

No.  19,  John  Rhoada,  Oct.31, 1753 181 

No.  34,  John  Kockel,  Fob.  10, 1755 112 

No.  38,  William  Rex,  Oct.  25,1755 86 

No.  38,  Charles  Roes,  Oct.  6, 1755 103 

No.  43,  Peter  Raigh,  March  9,  1759 24 

No.  211,  Michael  Ramilie,  Aug.  5,  1765 32 

No.  454,  John  Ruckle,  Aug.  10,  1765 28 

No.  1141,  Peter  Ruch,  Oct.  24,  1765 38 

No.  1492,  Jacoh  Reedy,  May  14,1700 47 

No.  1750,  John  Rumple,  Aug.  6, 1766 49 

No.  1753,  Jacob  Reedy,  Aug.  7,  17ii6 65 

No.  2841,  Conrad  Reedy,  Sept.  24.1767 48 

No.  2953,  Henry  Reinhart,  Nov.  12,  1767 85 

No.  91,  Andrew  Shitler,  June  14, 1745 107 

No.  117,  Fredoiick  Sneider,  Oct.  2, 1746 44 

No.  206,  Melchuir  Sholtz,  Nov.  3,  1748 34 

No.  213,  Daniel  Sneider,  Jan.  24, 1749 98 

No.  216,  Daniel  Sneider,  Jan.  25, 1749 25 

No.  241,  George  Siegler,  April  17.  1750 161 

No.  1^91,  Fredt-rick  Schneider,  Feb.  6. 1752 .38 

No.  29-Z,  Frederick  Schneider,  Feb.  6, 1752 33 

No.  50,  Lawrence  Simon,  June  6,  1753 52 

No.  92,  William  SilfeerB,  Aug.  29,  1753 45 

No.  13,  George  Lina,  April  17,  1754 118 

No.  21,  Frederick  Schneider,  Nov.  13, 1754 26 

No.  78,  Teeter  Seidler,  Nov.  13,  1754 224 

No.  108,  Melchoir  Seidler,  Nov.  6, 1758 34 

No.  109,  Melchnir  Seidler,  Nov.  27,  1758 21 

No.  127,  Frederick  Schneider,  June  14, 1765 20 

No.  178,  Christian  Smith,  Oct.  21,  1772 62 

No.  1226,  Christian  Smidt,  Nov.  5,  1765 38 

No.  1227,  Christian  Smidt,  Nov.  5, 1765 90 

No.  1573,  Henry  Smith,  May  29,  1766 110 

No.  1574,  Henry  Smith,  May  29, 17(J6 13 

No.  1749,  Frederick  Snyder,  Aug.  7, 1766 27 

No.  2085,  Frederick  Snyder,  Nov.  11,  1766 44 

No.  2223,  Adam  Staat,  Dec.  22,1766 55 

No.  2478,  Frederick  Snyder,  April  8,  1767 62 

No.  2507,  Philip  Lehr,  April  18. 1767 150 

No.  2640,  Henry  Smith,  April  28, 1767 17 

No.  63,  Jacob  Traubespeck.  Sept.  16,  1747 197 

No.  85,  George  Welger,  March  21,  1743 51 

No.  89,  George  Welger,  Nov.  28, 1743 84 

No.  70,  Jacob  Weaver,  Nov.  2, 1744. , 171 

No.  66,  Philip  Waughenmn,  April  18,  1747 154 

No.  102,  John  Weaver,  Sept.  21, 1748 103 

No.  112,  George  Welger,  Dec.  18, 1749 46 

No.  118,  Jacob  Weaver,  Feb.  19,  1750 23 

No.  20,  Simon  Wehr,  Oct.  3, 1763 161 

No.  35,  Peter  Woodring,  Sept.  26,  1758 138 

No.  190,  Simon  Wehr,  April  6,  1787 60 

No.  1743,  Casper  Weaver,  Aug.  6,  1766 90 

No.  1754,  Leonard  Wasson,  Aug.  7, 1766 50 

No.  2793,  Simon  Wehr,  Aug.  15,  1767 25 

No,  4,  John  Yeager,  Aug.  'd9, 1758 46 

No.  14,  George  Ziegler,  Sept  30, 1751 86 

Residents  in  1781. — The  assessment,  made  by  the 
commissioners  of  Northampton  County  for  Heidel- 
berg township  in  1781,  shows  that  there  were  within 
its  then  limits  the  following  taxable  inhabitants : 

Martin  Andrew.  Michael  Grenewald. 

Peter  Andrew.  Michael  Gable. 

Martin  Andrew,  Jr.  Adam  Gable. 

Joseph  Balliet.  Andrew  Gultner. 

Henry  Byer.  John  Hunsicker. 

George  Blose.  Jacob  Hunsicker. 

Widow  Bear.  John  Hunsicker,  Jr. 

Daniel  Bloss.  Caspar  Hunsicker. 

Jacob  Broadsteller.  David  Hess. 

Ulrich  Brinket.  Andrew  Hotz. 

Jacob  Bailer.  Michael  Hoffman. 

Tobias  Bbert.  William  Hoffman. 

John  Ebert.  Henry  Hoffman. 

Jacob  Fryman.  Peter  Handwerk. 

Andrew  Fehler.  Jacob  Handwerk. 

John  Fehler.  Jacob  Handwerk,  Jr. 

Henry  Faber.  John  Handwerk. 

John  Fought.  Jacob  Hartman. 

Henry  Binninger.  Philip  Hammel. 

David  Gortner.  Martin  Harter. 

John  Fry.  Jacob  Hausman. 

Jacob  Geiger.  William  Holling. 

George  Gultner.  Philip  Krauss. 

AVidow  Gultner.  Widow  Keck. 

Adam  German.  John  Keck. 


William  Kern. 
Frederick  Kern. 
John  Kern. 
William  Kern, 
James  Kemmerer. 
Solomon  Kreitz. 
John  Krum. 
Christian  Krum. 
Adam  Kounkle. 
Christian  Lauchner. 
John  Lintz. 
Conrad  Lintz,  Jr. 
John  Miller. 
Nicholas  Miller. 
Philip  Mertz. 
Peter  Meyer. 
Jacob  Missinger. 
Peter  G.  Missinger. 
Frantz  Missinger. 
Michael  Missinger, 
Frederick  M.  Meyer. 
Leonard  Miller. 
Henry  NefF. 
Widow  Neff. 
Ulrich  Neff. 
Michael  Ohl. 
Caspar  Peter. 
William  Peter. 
Jacob  Peter. 
Widow  Peter. 
John  Kocher. 
John  Peter. 
Caspar  Peter,  Jr. 
Simon  Reerig. 
George  Reemely. 
Michael  Reemaly. 
George  Remaly,  Jr. 
John  Ramble. 
John  Buchle. 
Conrad  Reader. 
Jacob  Rex. 
William  Rex. 
George  Rex. 
George  Rex,  Jr. 

John  Ramble. 
Michael  Snyder. 
Tobias  Wehr. 
John  Reinsmith. 
Daniel  Meyei'. 
Abraham  Riedy. 
.  George  Miller. 
Conrad  Keck. 
Michael  Keck. 
Peter  Dewalt. 


William  Rex. 

William  Rex,  Jr.- 

John  Robert. 

Peter  Ray. 

George  Ray. 

Jacob  Riedy. 

Conrad  Riedy. 

Peter  S.  Riedy. 

Jacob  Reedinghouse  (supposed 

Ridinghouse). 
John  Reinsmith. 
George  Ruppert. 
Peter  Leidel. 
John  Sorbrick. 
George  Shoenberger, 
Frederick  Sleigh. 
Abraham  Shelhamer. 
Ludwig  Stein. 
Anthony  Shafer. 
Balzer  Snyder. 
Adam  Smith. 
John  Snyder. 
Christian  Smith. 
Jacob  Smith. 
Samuel  Snyder. 
Conrad  Slosser. 
leaao  Swartz. 
George  Smitter. 
Simon  Wihr. 
Peter  Wagner. 
John  Wasum. 
Leonard  Wasum. 
Balzer  Wirth. 
Jacob  Weaver. 
John  Weaver. 
Martin  Muchter. 
Yost  Wall. 
Michael  Wehr. 
Lawrence  Wehr. 
Philip  AVehr. 
Henry  Serfaes, 
Martin  Lentz. 
Hotzer  George. 

3  Freemeit. 

Christian  Swabenland. 
Jacob  Bare. 
Leonard  Balliette. 
Frederick  Handwerk. 
William  Andreas. 
George  Ridinghouee. 
David  Wegandt. 
Conrad  Reerig. 
Andrew  Mourer. 
Stoffel  Rex. 


[The  amount  of  taxes  was  £364  155.  Bd.  The  high- 
est assessment  was  for  £8,  and  was  upon  Michael  Ohl. 
John  Miller  and  Caspar  Peter  are  each  assessed  £6, 
all  others  below.] 

Taxable  Inhabitants  in  1812.— The  following 
were  the  taxable  inhabitants  of  Heidelberg  in  1812, 
as  shown  by  the  township  assessment  made  by  the 
commissioners  of  Northampton  County: 

Daniel  Andrew.  Daniel  Brandstetter. 

John  Anthony.  John  Baliler. 

Jacob  Bahler.  Jacob  Bapt. 

Jacob  Blim. 

Peter  Beissell. 

John  Beyer. 

Solomon  Brandstetter. 

Jacob  ClausB. 

Jacob  Dingier. 


Stephen  Balliot. 
Jacob  Bahr. 
Peter  Bahr. 
George  Blose. 
Ulrich  Benninger. 
Christian  Bloss. 


George  Bloss,  Jr. 


Peter  Eberth. 
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.TohD  Ebert. 
Michael  Ebert. 
Conrad  Ebert. 
CInistiaa  Ebert. 
Henry  Ebert. 
Samnel  Ely. 

Fenstermacher. 

Gottlieb  Focht. 
Jacob  Fryman. 
William  Fenstermacher. 
Jacob  Ferber. 
Widow  Ferber. 
George  Fryman. 
Daniel  Fink. 
Peter  Frey. 
John  Frederick. 
John  Fritzioger. 
Matthew  Fritziuger. 
Jacob  Fritzinger. 
Andrew  Fritzinger. 
Jacob  Fenstermacher. 
John  Frantz. 
Jacob  Frantz. 
John  Miller,  Jr. 
Franklin  Loyer. 
John  Frederick. 

Jacob  Focht. 

Conrad  German. 

Jacob  Geiger. 

Adam  German. 

Philip  German. 

Andrew  Gultner. 

Abraham  German. 

Henry  Geisinger. 

Philip  Haas. 

George  Handwerk. 

Michael  Harter. 

Jacob  Hartman. 

Joseph  Hunaicker. 

Caspar  Hunsicker. 

John  Hunsicker. 

John  Hunsicker,  Jr. 

Jacob  Hoffman. 

William  Hoffman. 

Michael  Hoffman. 

Peter  Hoffman. 

Peter  Handwerk. 

John  Handwerk- 

Peter  Handwerk. 

Jacob  Handwerk. 

Henry  Handwerk. 

Philip  Handwerk. 

Henry  Hennewitze. 

George  Horn. 

Frederick  Hausman. 

Peter  Hoffman. 

Christian       Hammen      (supposed 
Hausman). 

George  Boltz  (supposed  Haats). 

John  Hauaman. 

Christian  Hauaman. 

Christian  Haag  (Hawk). 

Solomon  Hartman. 

Henj-y  Helfrich. 

Daniel  Helfrich. 

Joel  Kern. 

Casper  Hunsicker. 

Simon  Hartman. 

Andrew  Kemmerer. 

John  Jeager. 

Henry  Kistler. 

George  Kern,  Jr. 

John  Krause. 

Christian  Krum. 

John  Krum. 

William  Kern. 

George  Kern. 


Nicholas  Kern. 

Jonas  Kern. 

John  Kern. 

John  Kresaler. 

Jacob  Kresaler. 

Barnet  Kresaler. 

Adam  Kresaler. 

John  Krum. 

Daniel  Kramer. 

Christian  Krum. 

Christophel  Kern. 

Nicholns  Kern. 

Philip  Kemmerer. 

John  Keck. 

Adam  Kunkle. 

John  Kressler. 

Andrew  Kunkle. 

Philip  Krause. 

George  Krauss. 

Conrad  Kern. 

Daniel  Kern. 

Daniel  Kern,  Jr. 

Frederick  Kemmerer. 

Jesse  Kern. 

George  Kamper. 

John  Kohler. 

Abraham  Krerr. 

Joseph  Lorash. 

Joseph  Lauchner. 

Adam  Linns  (Lentz). 

Jacob  Linns  (Lentz). 

Jacob  Lanchner. 

William  Linns  (Lentz). 

John  Meyer. 

Jacob  Miller. 

John  Miller. 

Carl  Fred  Moyer. 

Simon  Moyer. 

Francis  Messinger  (Messemere). 

George  Muthard. 

Leonard  Miller. 

Dewalt  Mertz. 

Frederick  Miller. 

William  Moyer. 

John  Mace. 

Georee  Miller. 

Henry  Miller. 

Christian  Messinger  (Messemer). 

John  Me3'er. 

Bernhard  Neff. 

Henry  Neff. 

Widow  Neff. 

Michael  Neff. 

Peter  Newhard. 

Jacob  Neese. 

John  Peter. 

Daniel  Peter. 

Johannes  Peter. 

Jacob  Peter. 

Thesbold  Peter. 

William  Peter. 

Caspar  Peter. 

Caspar  Peler,  Jr. 

John  Peter,  Sr. 

Nicholas  Peter. 

George  Peter. 

Michael  Peter. 

Jacob  Peter. 

Henry  Peter. 

John  Peter. 

Henry  Peter,  Jr. 

Daniel  Roder  (Boeder). 

John  Rinker. 

Daniel  Both. 

Jacob  Bitter. 

Abraham  Bedig  (sup.  Kiedy).    • 

John  BoteBt(Betar). 


Balzer  Boyer. 

Andrew  Bauch. 

George  Bex. 

Abraham  Rex. 

Christian  Bex. 

John  Bex. 

Abraham  Biedy. 

Peter  Rockel. 

Adam  Bock  el. 

Widow  Bockel. 

William  Rockel. 

Godfrey  Both. 

Daniel  Betert. 

George  Bemely. 

John  Bohrich  (Rerich). 

AmbroB  Eemely. 

Michael  Bemely. 

Peter  Both. 

Peter  Rohrich  (Berich). 

George  Ratert. 

Widow  Ratert. 

George  Rex. 

Pbilip  Ratert. 

John  Bex. 

Susanna  Reedy  (Biedy). 

Abraham  Roder  (Roeder). 

Christian  Shnyder  (Snyder). 

Abraham  Soritz. 

Jacob  Shnyder  (Snyder). 

Andrew  Schassler  (Schisler). 

Christian  Schmidt. 

Jacob  Schneider  (Snyder), 

Christian  Snyder. 

Henry  Schmidt. 

Michael  Schmidt. 

Andrew  Sensinger, 


Peter  Seidel. 

Daniel  Shuler. 

John  Schleicher. 

David  Shnyder  (Snyder). 

Henry  Stamler  (Stemler). 

John  Schoneberger. 

Peter  Sell. 

Simon  Schneyerder  (Snyder). 

Conrad  Schnyder  (Snyder). 

Joseph  Saeger. 

John  Saeger, 

Conrad  Wirt  (Wert). 

Jacob  Wehr, 

Michael  Wahr. 

Martin  Wuchter. 

Jacob  Weber. 

Mary  Frey. 

Christian  Werth. 

George  Wassam. 

Conrad  Wehr. 

Lawrence  Wehr. 

Jacob  Weber. 

Martin  Werth. 

Peter  Wahr. 

Laurence  Zeller. 

George  Zerfas. 

Jacob  Kern. 

Peter  Frees. 

Philip  Bretz  (Pretz). 

Samuel  Leger. 

John  Schmidt. 

Samuel  Miller. 

Daniel  Krauss, 

Samuel  Kressler. 

Laurence  Newhard. 

Single  Freemen. 

Daniel  Kransa, 
John  Housman. 
John  Remely.  ^ 

William  Rex. 
John  Weidman, 
Peter  Hunsicker. 
Samuel  Boiler. 
Peter  Krum. 
Jacob  Kreasley. 
John  Weber. 
Michael  Hoffman. 
George  Sensinger, 
Henry  Bore. 


Jacob  Hoffman. 
John  Bare. 
John  Rex. 
John  Hunsicker. 
Christian  Shnyder  (Snyder). 
John  Handwerk. 
Henry  Hoffman. 
Michael  Krum. 
Frederick  Snyder. 
Leonard  Reinamith, 
William  Lafavour  (Lafavre). 
Daniel  Hunsicker. 
Adam  Peter. 
Daniel  Snyder. 

[The  amount  of  tax  was  $498.02.] 

Early  Settlers. — The  early  residents  of  this  town- 
ship are  all  or  nearly  all  mentioned  in  the  list  of  land 
warrants,  and  the  list  of  inhabitants  in  1781  and  1812. 
Some  of  them  are  treated  of  at  length  elsewhere  in 
this  chapter,  as  for  instance  in  the  parts  devoted  to 
the  history  of  Saegersville  and  Germausville,  and 
accounts  of  the  Peters  and  Handwerk  families  appear 
in  the  chapter  on  Washington  township. 

The  greater  part  of  the  land  now  owned  by  Edward 
Neff  and  Joel  Neff,  in  Heidelberg  township,  was 
originally  by  warrant  dated  June,  1745,  granted  to 
Andrew  Shitler,  and  after  his  death  it  was  conveyed 
by  the  administrator  to  his  only  son  and  heir,  Con- 
rad Shitler,  who  by  deed  dated  Dec.  13,  1762,  con- 
veyed the  same  to  Jacob  Peter,who  on  Nov.  10,  1764, 
conveyed  the  same  to  John  Hunsicker,  Sr.,  who  by 
deed  dated  Oct.  26,  1787,  conveyed  the  same  to  his 
son,  Jacob  Hunsicker,  who  died  leaving  a  widow  and 
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seven  children,  and  at  an  Orphans'  Court  held  at 
Easton,  Jan.  11,  1797,  the  said  land,  then  consisting 
of  two  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  was  accepted  by  John 
Hunsicker,  eldest  son  of  Jacob  Hunsicker,  who  by 
his  deed  dated  July  19,  1779,  conveyed  one  hundred 
and  thirty-seven  and  one-quarter  acres  thereof  to 
Bernhard  NeflF,  son  of  Ulrich  Neff.  Said  tract  did  then 
adjoin  land  of  Peter  Mlssemere,  Jacob  Brandsteteer, 
Adam  German,  etc.  Bernhard  Neff  had  three  sons, 
John,  George,  and  Abraham.  Bernhard  Neff,  by  deed 
dated  Jan.  23, 1829,  conveyed  sixty-nine  acres  thereof 
to  his  son,  George  Neff,  and  thebalance  thereof  to  his 
son,  John  Neff;  about  the  year  1845,  co.nveyed  his  por- 
tion to  Abraham  Lobach,  who  still  resides  on  the 
same,  and  John  Neff  moved  to  East  Penn  township. 
Carbon  Co.,  close  to  the  Andrew  Church,  whei'e  he 
died  and  left  one  son,  and  only  son  and  heir,  who  still 
lives  on  the  place ;  and  George  Neff,  by  deed  dated 
March  20,  1866,  granted  and  conveyed  a  portion  of 
his  land  to  his  son  Edward  Neff,  who  still  resides  on 
the  same  and  of  the  balance  of  his  land.  George 
Neff  died  intestate  on  the  26th  day  of  November,  1881, 
and  on  April  3,  1882,  Joel  Neflf,  another  son  of  the 
said  George  Neff,  accepted  the  same  at  the  appraise- 
ment, and  who  is  still  the  owner  of  it,  but  resides  at 
Slatington,  where  he  is  an  extensive  operator  in 
quarrying  slate,  etc.  Abraham  Neff,  the  other  son  of 
Bernhard  Neff,  in  his  early  days  resided  here  near 
Germansville,  but  afterwards  moved  to  North  White- 
hall township,  close  to  the  Union  Church,  where  he 
carried  on  the  undertaking  business,  and  afterwards 
established  a  carriage  factory,  and  built  up  the  village 
which  is  named  after  his  name,  Neifsville.  Edward 
B.  Neff,  hotel-keeper  at  Slatington,  is  one  of  his 
sons. 

Here  is  added  a  copy  of  a  memorandum  in  the 
handwriting  of  Richard  Peters  (whose  name  is  so 
frequently  mentioned  in  the  upper  township  in  the 
old  papers),  which  memorandum  was  found  among  the 
old  papers  of  George  Neff,  deceased,  as  follows,  to 
wit: 

**  January  18  1758  Memorandum  that  Monday,  the  third  day  of 
April  next  ia  Appointed  for  an  Hearing  Between  Bernhard  Neff  and 
Henry  Frie  at  tlie  Secretaries  oflfice  upon  a  Caveat  Entered  the  6th  Sep- 
tember last  by  said  Neff  against  the  acceptance  of  a  Survey  made  for  the 
Said  Frie  on  a  Brance  of  Truckers  Creelt  now  (Jordan  Creek)  in  North- 
ampton County  (now  Lehigh  Co)  and  ttie  parties  are  desired  to  attend 
accordingly  Riohaud  Peters. 

"A  true  copy  from  its  original." 

A  portion  of  the  land  now  owned  by  Nathan 
Wuchter  was  originally  by  a  warrant  dated  Oct.  25, 
1749,  granted  to  Daniel  Biirger,  of  Salisbury  town- 
ship. Said  tract  was  mentioned  as  situated  between 
Francis  Giltner  and  John  Snyder  in  Heidelberg  town- 
ship, Bucks  Co.,  and  which  Daniel  Biirger,  by  deed 
dated  Aug.  1,  1772,  conveyed  a  portion  thereof  to 
John  Martin  Wachter,  Sr.,  who  conveyed  the  same  to 
his  son,  Martin  Wachter,  who  conveyed  the  same  to 
his  son,  William  Wachter,  who  conveyed  the  same  to 
his  son,   Nathan  Wachter,  who   is  still   the   owner 


thereof.     The  above-named  Martin  Wachter  was  one 
of  the  Revolutionary  soldiers  under  Washington. 

Among  the  Peters  who  had  original  land  here,  near 
Saegersville  and  Germansville,  was  Rudolph  Peter,  to 
whom  seventy-four  acres,  one  hundred  and  forty 
perches  of  land  was  granted  by  warrant  dated  Jan. 
28,  1754,  which  tract  is  situated  north  of  Saegersville, 
and  is  now  divided  up  and  owned  by  Edwin  Hand- 
werk  (son  of  Michael),  Owen  Hunsicker,  Tilghman 
Peter,  Lewis  K.  Peter,  John  Metzger,  and  David 
Hunsicker.  Edin  Handwerk  is  the  owner  of  the 
largest  portion  of  the  same. 

Jacob  Peter,  who  was  the  owner  of  a  tract  of  land 
between  Saegersville  and  Germansville,  and  said  tract 
was  originally  by  warrant  dated  March  12,  1745, 
granted  to  him ;  it  is  the  same  where  now  Nathan 
Snyder  and  Jeremiah  D.  Suy  reside.  And  Philip 
Peter  was  the  owner  about  the  year  1786  of  a  tract  of 
land  adjoining  Jordan  Creek  on  the- west,  and  west  of 
Germansville,  where  now  the  Germansville  Depot  of 
the  Schuylkill  and  Lehigh  Railroad  is  erected. 

Of  the  family  of  Peters  who  early  settled  in  Heidel- 
berg township  were  three  brothers, — Caspar,  Rudolph, 
and  Jacob.  Caspar  settled  in  what  is  now  Wash- 
ington, and  the  account  of  his  descendants  will  be 
found  in  that  township.  His  son,  Caspar,  lived  in  the 
limits  of  Heidelberg,  on  the  farm  now  owned  by 
Gideon  Peters.  He  built  the  present  house  in  1761, 
and  placed  in  the  wall  a  stone  with  the  3'ear  marked 
upon  it. 

Rudolph  Peter  settled  in  Heidelberg,  where  Henry 
Handwerk  now  lives.  He  took  out  a  warrant  for 
seventy-four  acres  of  land  on  the  28th  of  January, 
1754.  Eve  Elizabeth,  a  daughter,  became  the  wife 
of  Adam  German,  who  settled  at  Germansville.  It 
is  not  known  who  his  other  children  were.  He  died  in 
1813,  aged  fifty-seven  years,  and  is  buried  in  Heidel- 
berg churchyard. 

Jacob  Peter,  supposed  to  be  a  brother  of  Rudolph 
and  Caspar,  took  out  a  warrant  for  thirty-one  acres  of 
land  on  the  12th  of  March,  1752 ;  nothing  is  known 
of  his  descendants. 

In  1781  Caspar  Peter,  Caspar  Peter,  Jr.,  William, 
Jacob,  John,  and  the  Widow  Peter  were  assessed  on 
real  estate,  and  in  1812,  John,  Daniel,  Johannes, 
Jacob,  Theobald,  William,  Caspar,  Sr.,  Caspar,  Jr., 
John,  Sr.,  Nicholas,  George,  Michael,  Jacob,  Henry, 
Sr.,  Henry,  Jr.,  and  .lohn  Peter,  Jr. 

It  must  be  born  in  mind  that  Heidelberg  in  1781 
and  1812  embraced  Washington.  The  line  of  Caspar 
Peter,  one  of  the  three  brothers,  has  been  well  traced. 
Of  the  other  brothers,  Rudolph  and  Jacob,  but  little  is 
known  of  the  generation  following.  Nicholas  Peter, 
whose  name  appears  in  1812,  had  three  sons, — Daniel, 
Elias,  and  John  Jacob  (2d).  The  latter  lived  where  his 
son,  Joseph,  now  resides. 

A  John  Jacob  Peters  (1st)  lived  on  the  farm  now 
owned  by  Aaron  Peter.  He  executed  the  mason  work 
of  the  county  jail  at  Allentown  in  1816.    He  married 
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Maria  Krum,  sister  of  Michael.  They  had  seven  chil- 
dren: Jeremiah,  Adam,  Polly  (Mrs.  Button),  Henry, 
Abram,  .Jacob,  and  Reuben. 

Johannes  Hunsicker  wae  the  first  of  the  family  of 
that  name  known  to  be  in  the  township.  His  son 
Henry  married  Maria  Barbara  Huflf  in  1786,  by  whom 
he  had  three  sons  and  six  daughters.  She  died  in 
1802,  aged  thirty-eight  years. 

Peter  Hunsicker  lived  in  1794  on  land  adjoining 
Philip  Mosser.  The  Heidelberg  churchyard  contains 
tablets  to  Susanna  Hunsicker,  born  1799,  died  in  1850, 
and  Magdalena  Hunsicker,  born  in  1781. 

John  Hunsicker,  who  was  born  in  1755,  and  died 
in  1836,  aged  eighty  years,  and  his  wife,  Catharine 
(Stiegerwalt),  born  in  1757,  died  in  1823,  were  located 
near  the  Heidelberg   Church,  where  his  son  Henry 

lived.      He  married   Susanna  ,  who   died  in 

1850,  and  left  five  children,  of  whom  were  Reuben, 
David,  and  Levi,  the  last  two  living  on  the  homestead. 

Joseph  Hunsicker,  a  brother  of  John,  married  a 
daughter  of  Michael  Ohl,  by  whom  he  had  no  chil- 
dren.    He  married  for  his  second  wife  a  daughter  of 

Krum,  and  a  sister  of  Christian  Krum,  by  whom 

he  had  Christian,  Jonas,  John,  Daniel,  Reuben,  and 
Henry. 

Christian  settled  on  part  of  the  homestead  where 
his  son  Edwin  now  lives.  Jonas  settled  where  Wil- 
liam Addis  now  lives.  John  on  part  of  the  homestead, 
and  resides  on  the  property  with  his  son  Levi.  Dan- 
iel settled  in  Washington  township.  Reuben  moved 
to  Slatington,  where  he  died,  and  Harry  located  in 
Carbon  County. 

John  Handwerk,  on  the  9th  of  November,  1758, 
took  up  in  Heidelberg  township,  on  a  warrant,  fifty- 
seven  acres  of  land,  and  on  the  12th  of  August,  1766, 
Nicholas  Handwerk  took  out  on  a  warrant  one  hun- 
dred and  ten  acres  of  land.  John  was  born  in  1710, 
and  died  in  1791.  In  1781  he  was  assessed  with  Peter 
Jacob,  Sr.,  Peter  Jacob,  Jr.,  and  among  the  single 
freemen  is  given  Frederick  Handwerk. 

In  1812,  Peter  John,  Peter  Jacob,  Henry  and  Philip 
Handwerk  are  assessed.  In  the  Heidelberg  church- 
yard are  tablets  to  Peter  Handwerk,  born  1744,  died 
1826;  Johannes  Handwerk,  born  1742,  died  1813; 
Jacob  Handwerk,  born  1771,  died  1826 ;  Catharine 
Handwerk,  born  1747,  died  in  1808.  The  family  in 
the  township  and  Washington  are  numerous,  but  like 
many  others  their  records  and  memories  are  meagre. 

Jacob  Kemmerer  moved  from  Saucon  township  to 
this  township  in  the  early  part  of  his  life,  previous  to 
1754.  He  was  a  great  hunter,  and  during  his  life  shot 
a  vast  number  of  deer.  He  also  was  or  acted  as  cap- 
tain over  a  squad  of  men  who  went  from  here  across 
the  Blue  Mountains  to  Gnadenhiitten  to  bury  those 
who  had  been  killed  by  the  Indians.  He  went  to  the 
Wyoming  Valley  to  help  to  protect  the  whites  from 
the  horrible  slaughter  of  the  Indians.  The  land  upon 
which  he  lived  is  now  owned  by  Rev.  J.  S.  Ren- 
ninger,  being  adjoining  land  of  the  tract  formerly 
18 


owned  by  Paul  and  Leonard  Stein,  now  the  property 
of  Monroe  Sensinger.  He  died  about  the  year  1825, 
at  the  age  of  eighty-eight  years.  He  had  a  brother 
Fritz,  who  was  a  miller  in  Allentown. 

History  of  Heidelberg'  Church.^ — The  township 
of  Heidelberg,  Lehigh  Co.,  Pa.,  has  had  up  to  this 
time  but  one  church,  and  this  has  always  been  known 
as  the  Heidelberg  church  and  the  congregation  as  the 
Heidelberg  congregation.  The  church,  like  most  of 
those  in  Eastern  Pennsylvania,  where  German  immi- 
grants of  the  Reformed  and  Lutheran  faiths  settled 
at  the  same  time  and  the  same  place,  was  a  Union 
Church ;  that  is,  the  Reformed  and  the  Lutherans 
held  all  the  church  property — such  as  the  building, 
the  church  lands,  the  cemetery,  etc. — in  common, 
and  had  their  divine  services  alternately  in  the  same 
church  building,  either  congregation  entirely  free, 
however,  to  engage  in  worship  according  to  its  own 
faith  and  teachings  unmolested  by  the  other,  with 
admission  to  the  members  of  the  other  faith  as  well 
as  its  own.  The  necessities  of  primitive  times  col- 
lected these  divided  members  of  one  faith  under  one 
and  the  same  roof. 

The  church  stands  about  one  mile  east  of  Saegers- 
ville,  nearly  in  the  centre  of  the  township.  The  first 
small  springs  of  the  Heidelberg  Creek,  which  flows 
into  the  Jordan  at  Gideon  Schmidt's,  at  the  iron 
bridge,  take  their  rise  upon  the  church  lands.  The 
church,  school-house,  graveyard,  and  the  lands  of  the 
congregation  lie  all  together  in  one  small  valley, 
hemmed  in  by  the  surrounding  low  hills. 

The  first  settlement  by  the  congregation  was  made 
in  the  year  1785.  The  number  of  the  first  immigrants 
was  small,  consisting  of  isolated  families  who  had 
come  from  Switzerland  and  Westphalia.  Their  names 
have  been  preserved,  and  show  that  they  were  from 
one  neighborhood,  but  the  name  of  the  place  is,  un- 
fortunately, forgotten.  The  names  of  the  first  arrivals 
were  Jacob  Peter,  Casper  Peter,  and  Wilhelm  Peter, 
three  brothers,  but  whether  their  father  accompanied 
them  cannot  be  ascertained.  Later  came  Johannes 
Hunsicker,  Jacob  Mayer,  David  Gisi,  Conrad  Wirtz 
(now  written  Wert),  Friederich  Nisele,  Ullrich  Neff, 
Heinrich  Hoffman,  Peter  Miller,  Heinrich  Roeder, 
Georg  Grum,  and  Jorg  Schmalz.  This  first  company 
of  settlers  formed  the  foundation  of  the  succeeding 
congregation,  and  at  once  staked  off  the  land  they  in- 
tended to  use  for  church  and  school  purposes.  They 
called  it  the  Hill  of  Zion,  and  laid  upon  their  de- 
scendants the  solemn  injunction  that  they  should  not 
rest  until  they  had  obtained  lawful  possession  of  the 
same  through  a  warrant.  The  first  immigrants  passed 
through  Upper  Milford  to  the  Kittatinny  Valley,  and 
followed  the  course  of  the  Lehigh  to  the  Blue  Moun- 
tains. They  traversed  all  the  land  lying  between  the 
Lehigh  Hills  and  the  Blue  Mountains,  and  not  until 


1  Written  in  German  by  Eev.  William  A.  Helifricli,  and  translated  by 
James  L.  Schaadt,  Esq. 
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the  latter  loomed  up  before  their  sight,  and  they  saw 
their  height,  and  the  hillsides  and  the  valleys  below, 
forming  the  present  area  of  the  townships  of  Heidel- 
berg and  Washington,  together  with  the  excellent 
water  and  the  fine  forests,  did  they  discontinue  their 
journey,  saying,  "  Here  there  are  hills,  woods,  water, 
and  rocks ;  here  it  is  possible  to  live." 

Between  the  years  1735  and  1740  there  also  came 
hither  Palatines  and  Wiirtemburgers,  and  strength- 
ened the  colony.  Among  these  there  were,  on  the 
Eeformed  side,  Heinrich  Ohl,  Jacob  Eiedy,  Michael 
Fritzinger,  and  others ;  on  the  Lutheran  side,  Ulrich 
Sensinger,  Jorch  Recks,  Peter  Handwerk,  Johann 
Krauss,  and  others.  The  Lutherans  likewise  pro- 
vided themselves  with  a  piece  of  land  for  church  and 
school  purposes  adjoining  the  Eeformed  lands  on  the 
south. 

The  organization  of  the  congregation  took  place  in 
the  year  1740.     Heinrich  Ohl,  who  had  taken  up  the 
land  where  Saegersville  now  stands,  and  who  was  the 
richest  and  most  respected  man  in  the  settlement,  agi- 
tated the  matter  of  building  a  church,  but  four  years 
passed  before  the  church  was  constructed.     Meetings 
were  held,  but  as  no  minister  could  be  engaged,  th 
work  of  construction  was  discontinued.     During  thii 
period  the  services  of  a  reader  from  Lynn  were  ob 
tained,  and  he  was  accustomed  to  hold  services  at  th'! 
houses  of  the  people.     The  place  for  assembling  wai  i 
at  Jacob  Daubenspeck's,  about  one  mile  south  of  th( 
church  lands.     There  divine  service  was  held  for  al 
period  of  five  years.     Finally  there  came  a  talented! 
Lutheran  minister,  by  the  name  of  Jacob  Friederich  \ 
Schertleiu,  who  was  undoubtedly  sent  through  the 
interposition  of  Eev.  Muhlenberg  to  this  portion  of 
the  country. 

And  now  steps  were  taken  to  build  the  first  church, 
which  was  erected  in  the  year  1744  as  a  log  church, 
and  was  dedicated  by  Eevs.  Schertlein  and  Philip 
Jacob  Michael.  This  first  church  building  stood  in 
the  northeastern  corner  of  the  old  graveyard,  which 
has  for  a  long  time  been  filled  with  graves.  At  the 
same  time  a  school-house  was  erected.  From  the  very 
beginning  the  plan  of  the  fathers  contemplated  the 
holding  and  enjoyment  of  these  buildings  in  com- 
mon. For  this  reason  they  built  the  church  upon 
the  Eeformed  land,  and  the  school-house  upon  the 
Lutheran,  and  when  the  church  was  completed  and 
dedicated,  both  branches  of  the  congregation  made 
a  contract  on  the  28th  of  March,  1745,  that  it  should 
be  and  remain  a  Union  church:  The  following  heads 
of  families  formed  the  congregation :  Jacob  Fried- 
erich Schertlein,  the  Lutheran  minister;  Philip  J. 
Michael,  the  Eeformed  minister.  Schertlein  was  a 
regularly  ordained  minister  of  great  ability,  who  soon, 
however,  left  here  and  was  called  elsewhere,  either 
to  Maryland  or  Virginia.  Michael,  of  whom  we  have 
already  learned  in  the  history  of  the  Ziegel  Church, 
was  a  reader,  who  was  never  ordained,  and  had  ele- 
vated himself  to  the  office  of  minister.    The  Eeformed 


elders  were  George  Grum  and  Jorg  Schmalz;  the 
Lutheran,  George  Eecks  and  Michael  Mosser.  The 
members  were  Jacob  Mayer,  Heinrich  Ohl,  Ulrich 
Sensinger,  George  Schmalz  (elder),  Daniel  Burger, 
Nickel  Klein,  George  Grum  (elder),  David  Gisi, 
Michael  Fritzinger,  George  Eecks  (elder),  Leonhard 
Mayer,  Heinrich  Oswald,  Adam  Winch,  Heinrich 
Hofmann,  Ulrich  NefT,  Andreas  Schiissler,,  Friederich 
Schneider,  Jonas  Matzinger,  Michael  Fritzinger, 
Jacob  Peter,  Caspar  Peter,  Eudolf  Peter,  Michael 
Mosser  (elder),  Jorg  Newhard,  Nickel  Burger,  Michael 
Euch,  Peter  Miller,  Conrad  Wirtz  (Wert),  Friederich 
Nisele,  Jacob  Schlung,  Hans  Ulrich  Arndt,  Johannes 
Niesele,  Heinrich  Eoeder.  The  above-named  mem- 
bers were  the  builders  of  the  first  church,  and  paid 
for  its  construction  £18  5s.,  of  which  the  Eeformed 
side  contributed  £13  18.s.  8d.,  and  the  Lutheran  £4 
6s.  4d.     None  of  the  Lutherans  were  married. 

^  Early  circumstances  were  here  as  elsewhere  in  the 
congregations  of  Eastern  Pennsylvania.  (See  the 
history  of  the  Ziegel  Church.)  The  Swiss  charac- 
teristics peculiarly  predominated  in  this  congregation, 
and  have  been  maintained  down  to  our  time.  Swiss 
honesty  and  faithfulness  are  proverbial  in  Heidelberg. 
Here  it  was  the  custom,  when  one  borrowed  money 
from  the  other,  to  mark  the  loan  with  chalk  upon  the 
rafters  of  the  house ;  and  when  later  promissory  notes 
came  into  use,  a  dispute  having  arisen  as  to  who 
should  have  possession  of  the  note,  it  was  gravely 
decided  that  the  borrower  should  retain  possession  of 
the  note,  so  that  he  could  readily  see  when  it  was  to 
fall  due.  Their  character  is  straightforward,  rugged, 
blunt,  and  stiff-necked,  but  at  the  same  time  honest, 
true,  open,  and  cordial ;  they  are  ready  to  render  as- 
sistance at  any  time,  are  neighborly,  and  attached  to 
each  other ;  and  they  hold  the  church  in  high  esteem, 
reverencing  everything  sacred.  Worldliness  and 
avarice  have  not  made  among  them  the  same  inroads 
as  elsewhere.  Their  lives  are  simple  and  economical ; 
they  are  industrious,  and,  although  the  land  is  of 
poorer  quality  and  less  productive  here  than  in  the 
townships  lying  towards  the  south  and  east  of  them, 
yet  they  always  have  money ;  so  that  it  has,  during 
these  last  twenty  years,  become  a  saying,  that  who- 
ever desires  to  borrow  money  must  go  to  Heidelberg. 
The  Indian  massacres,  which  during  the  fifties  of 
the  last  century  devastated  all  the  settlements  across 
the  Lehigh,  at  Gnadenhiitten  (now  Lehighton)  and  in 
Lynn,  both  on  the  right  and  left  of  the  Heidelberg 
settlement,  passed  by  this  congregation  almost  with- 
out leaving  a  trace.  Scarcely  a  single  murder  took 
place.  Nevertheless  the  members  were  prepared  to 
render  each  other  prompt  assistance.  Fathers  Long- 
enour,  Kemmerer,  and  others  went  to  Gnadenhutten 
and  assisted  in  burying  the  murdered,  and  upon  the 
occasion  of  the  Lynn  township  massacre,  when  Zeis- 
lof  and  others  were  murdered.  Father  Bachman  has- 
tened to  their  assistance  from  Miller's  Valley,  near 
the   present   Lynnville.      Zeislof   and  some  of   his 
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family  were  scalped,  but  were  still  alive  when  Bach- 
man  arrived,  and  he  attended  to  them  until  death  de- 
livered them  from  their  agony.  Bachman  said  it  was 
dreadful  to  see  the  bloody,  disfigured  heads,  and  to 
hear  the  sufierers  calling  for  water  to  allay  their  thirst. 
The  reason  for  the  freedom  of  the  congregation  from 
the  Indian  troubles  lay,  besides  the  providence  of  God, 
possibly  in  the  fact  that  no  Indian  village  stood  within 
their  limits.  The  nearest  village  was  in  Lynn,  and 
another  was  on  the  other  side  of  the  Blue  Mountains, 
in  the  vicinity  of  Lehighton,  and  still  another  lay 
south  of  the  Blue  Mountains,  across  the  Lehigh.  An 
Indian  path,  however,  led  in  a  straight  direction  from 
the  Lehigh  Gap  through  the  present  village  of  Sae- 
gersville  over  the  Schochary  Mountain  (where  a 
spring  on  land  then  owned  by  Christian  Miller  is  still 
known  as  the  Indian  spring)  to  the  principal  Indian 
path,  which  ran  from  the  Lehigh  Mountains  through 
the  Indian  village  in  the  Ziegel  congregation's  lands 
to  the  Blue  Mountains. 

The  second  church  was  built  in  the  year  1756.  The 
first  little  log  church  was  destroyed  by  fire.  The  new 
church  was  also  a  log  church,  but  very  much  larger 
and  better  arranged  in  every  respect,  being  fitted  out 
with  galleries,  aisles,  pulpit,  and  altar.  A  new  school- 
house  was  also  erected  at  the  same  time  with  the 
church.  This  was  placed  upon  the  land  of  the  Re- 
formed congregation,  which  sold  all  its  right  in  and 
to  the  old  school-house  to  the  Lutherans  for  £4  10s., 
and  from  this  time  on  each  portion  of  the  congrega- 
tion had  its  own  school  until  later  years,  when  the 
old  school-house  was  torn  down,  and  the  schools  again 
united  in  one.  The  new  church  was  dedicated  in 
1757,  and  the  old  contract,  that  this  building  should 
be  used  in  common,  was  renewed.  From  1745  and 
1757  the  number  of  communicants  was  more  than 
doubled.  However,  an  increase  from  Europe  partly 
accounts  for  this. 

The  names  of  the  heads  of  families  who  built  the 
new  church  are  as  follows : 


Jacob  Daubenspeck. 
Wilhelm  Fenstormacher. 
Philip  Mertz. 
Jacob  Ferber. 
Jacob  HuDsiclier. 
Conrad  Miller. 


Jacob  Freiman. 
Simon  Rerig. 
Franz  Grum. 
Heinrich  Geiger. 
Wilbelm  Kern. 
Johannes  Kern. 


Michael  Ohl. 
Simon  Wehr. 
Johannes  Grum. 
Caspar  Peter. 
Heinrich  Ohl. 
Conrad  Bloss. 
Friederich  Schneider. 
Jacob  Riedy. 
Jacob  Peter. 
Johannes  Eeinschmidt. 
Simon  Kreitz. 
Conrad  Lintz. 
Christian  Schmidt. 
Heinrich  Neff. 
Christian  Grum. 
Nicolaus  Wehr. 
Heinrich  Eeinhard. 
Peter  Mayer. 
Ulrich  Neff. 
Lorenz  Wehr. 
Johannes  Reber. 
Philipp  Wehr. 
Johannes  Filler. 
Heinrich  Ferber. 


Johannes  Hunsicker. 
Bernhard  Neff. 
George  Bloss. 
Kudolf  Peter. 
George  Haf. 
Andreas  Boder. 
Johannes  Schneider. 
Johannes  Farr. 
Friederich  Kern. 
George  Eemely. 
Michael  Bemely. 
Jacob  Peter,  Jr. 
Johannes  Beber. 
Philip  Hammel. 
Johannes  Frey. 
Christof  Hoffman. 
Peter  Seidel. 
Johannes  Bockel. 
Johannes  Peter. 
Samuel  Schneider. 
Heinrich  Hoffman. 
Conrad  Riedy. 
Johannes  Neff. 
Daniel  Borger. 


Not  until  1758,  the  year  following  the  building  of 
the  second  church,  did  the  congregation  make  efforts 
to  obtain  a  fee-simple  deed  and  lawful  possession  of 
their  church-  and  school-lands.  To  accomplish  this 
Michael  Ohl,  a  son  of  Heinrich  Ohl,  and  Simon 
Wehr  were  appointed  a  committee  on  the  Reformed 
side  to  obtain  the  requisite  papers  in  Philadelphia. 
At  the  same  time  the  Lutherans  acted  in  the  matter. 
The  following  members  of  the  Reformed  Church  obli- 
gated themselves  to  furnish  the  money  for  the  pur- 
chase of  the  lands,  viz. :  Jacob  Peter,  Johannes 
Hunsicker,  Johannes  Grum,  Rudolph  Peter,  George 
Haack,  Bernhard  Neff,  Jacob  Riedy,  Heinrich  Neff, 
and  Heinrich  Ohl.  Nancy  Ohl,  an  unmarried  daugh- 
ter of  the  last  named,  had  the  church  weatherboarded 
at  her  own  expense  in  later  years. 

In  the  war  of  independence,  this  congregation  fur- 
nished a  number  of  soldiers,  the  names  of  only  two  of 
whom,  unfortunately,  have  been  preserved  for  his- 
'torians,  namely,  those  of  Christian  Schmidt  and  — — 
Krumbach. 

The  first  church  records  were,  according  to  the  state- 
ment of  Father  Johannes  Hunsicker,  who  died  when 
upward  of  ninety  years  of  age,  and  who  is  the  au- 
thority for  most  of  the  foregoing  information,  de- 
stroyed by  fire  with  the  first  church  building.  The 
minutes  of  the  Reformed  Church  record  begin  in  1764, 
and  are  still  in  existence ;  of  the  Lutheran,  in  1768. 
On  the  title-page  of  the  latter  appear  the  names  of 
Wilhelm  Rex,  Casper  Schnerr,  Tobias  Ebert,  and 
Samuel  Miehl  as  the  Lutheran  consistory. 

A  new  cemetery  was  opened  in  the  year  1832.  The 
old  graveyard  was  filled  to  its  entire  capacity.  The 
congregation  decided  to  use  the  ground  to  the  east  of 
the  church,  and  this  has  been  increased  in  size  a  num- 
ber of  times  since. 

In  the  year  1849  the  congregation  held  an  election 
to  decide  the  question  whether  the  schools  should  be 
joined  in  one,  to  abrogate  the  difference  in  the  creeds. 
All  the  votes  but  three  were  cast  in  favor  of  uniting 
the  schools.  At  this  time  Ferdinand  Berkemeyer 
taught  on  the  Reformed  side,  and  Joseph  Folban  on 
the  Lutheran.  The  latter  resigned,  and  Berkemeyer 
was  chosen  as  the  common  teacher. 

A  centennial  festival  was  held  for  two  days  in  the 
year  1845,  upon  the  occasion  of  the  hundredth  anni- 
versary of  the  founding  of  this  congregation. 

The  third  church  was  built  in  the  year  1849.  On 
the  17th  of  May  in  that  year  the  consistory  and  mem- 
bers of  the  church  assembled  for  the  purpose  of  adopt- 
ing a  constitution,  according  to  which  the  church 
should  be  built,  and  by  which  the  congregations 
should  in  the  future  be  ruled  according  to  the  estab- 
lishment of  their  fathers. 
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The  new  church  was  placed  on  the  other  side  of  the 
little  brook,  hardly  one  hundred  paces  from  the  spot 
where  the  other  stood. 

The  Reformed  Consistory  at  this  time  was  composed 
of  Eev.  Johannes  Helffrich,  the  minister,  George 
Peter  and  Michael  Peter,  elders,  and  Eeuben  Peter, 
Daniel  Peter,  Stephen  Bachmann,  and  Johann  Dor- 
ward,  deacons.  The  Lutheran,  of  Rev.  Jeremias 
Schindel,  the  minister,  George  Sensinger  and  Fried- 
erich  Kraus,  elders,  and  Daniel  Ross,  Georg  Schnei- 
der, Nathan  Wuchter,  and  Nathan  German,  deacons. 
The  building  committee  consisted  of  Johannes 
Schmidt,  Gottfried  Peter,  Jacob  Klauss,  and  Philip 
Krauss. 

The  number  of  those  who  contributed  to  the  erec- 
tion of  the  new  church  was  three  hundred  and  sixty- 
three,  all  of  whom,  with  some  few  exceptions,  as,  for 
instance,  certain  widows,  were  the  heads  of  families. 
What  an  increase  in  a  hundred  years!  Especially 
when  we  reflect  that  besides  these,  at  least  one-fourth 
of  the  whole  number  had  moved  out  of  the  limits  of 
this  congregation  and  helped  to  establish  neighbor- 
ing churches,  such  as  the  Friedens  Church,  and  those 
at  Slatington  and  Lobarsville. 

The  cost  of  building  the  new  church  was  $6279.95. 

Scarcely  was  the  church  finished  when  the  desire 
arose  to  possess  an  organ.  The  matter  had  already 
been  agitated  before  this  time,  but  the  majority  were 
always  opposed  to  the  idea.  They  preferred  singing 
without  the  accompaniment  of  an  organ.  Upon  the 
election  held  upon  this  matter,  only  sixty-three  votes 
were  cast  in  favor  of  purchasing  an  organ,  while 
fourteen  resolute  ones  were  found  against  it.  The 
construction  of  the  organ  was  intrusted  to  Charles 
Hanzelman,  an  organ-builder,  who  had  removed  to 
these  parts  from  Philadelphia.  The  organ  was  dedi- 
cated in  1853,  and  was  for  those  times  a  perfect  work. 

A  renovation  of  the  church  took  place  in  1882.  The 
entire  church  was  repainted,  the  interior  was  frescoed, 
and  the  pews  were  made  better.  In  1883  the  organ 
also  received  a  complete  repairing  at  the  hands  of 
Messrs.  Bohler,  of  Reading. 

A  new  school-house  of  brick,  with  two  rooms  for 
the  schools  of  the  congregation  and  the  State,  was 
built  in  the  year  1883,  by  the  aid  of  the  church,  and 
was  dedicated  the  same  year. 

The  ministers  of  the  congregation  were :  upon^  the 
Reformed  side,  Peter  Miller,  the  teacher,  from  Lynn 
township.  He  was  reader,  and  served  before  the  con- 
struction of  the  first  church,  while  services  were 
still  held  at  the  homes  of  the  members.  With  the 
building  of  the  first  church  came  Philip  J.  Michael, 
who  resided  near  Dr.  Long's  church  in  Maxatawny 
township.  He  was  followed  by  one  Roth,  who  also 
elevated  himself  without  ordination  from  reader  to 
preacher,  and  then  served  in  the  latter  capacity  here 
and  elsewhere.  For  some  time  during  the  year  1760 
the  Reformed  part  of  the  congregation  must  have  been 
without  any  minister.    The  old  Swiss  reflected  that 


it  was  better  to  have  no  preacher  than  a  poor  one. 
They  petitioned  the  Coetus  (Synod)  for  help,  and 
that  body  sent  them  in  the  years  1770  and  1771  one  of 
their  ministers,  named  Jacob  Weymer,  who  stayed  but 
a  short  time,  however.  The  church  records  still  show 
his  handwriting.  Together  with  this  congregation. 
Rev.  Weymer  served  also  those  in  Lynn  (the  Eben- 
ezer,  formerly  also  called  the  Organ  Church),  Albany, 
Lowhill,  and  Greenwich  township,  as  the  records  of 
the  Coetus  still  testify.  Rev.  Weymer  was  afterwards 
called  to  Elizabethtown  (Hagerstown),  Md.,  where  he 
died  and  was  buried  in  1790.  He  was  an  able,  useful 
man. 

The  Rev.  Johann  Heinrich  Helffrich  took  charge  of 
this  congregation  in  the  year  1772.  He  had  been 
summoned  by  the  Coetus  to  the  Maxatawny  (Kutz- 
town)  Church.  Scarcely  was  his  arrival  known,  when 
the  Heidelberg  and  Lowhill  congregations  turned  with 
one  voice  to  him,  as  the  Coetus  records  show,  which 
call  was  heard  and  heeded  by  the  Coetus.  Helffrich 
was  from  Mossbach,  on  the  Neckar,  in  the  Palatinate, 
and  was  sent  with  his  brethren,  Helffenstein  and 
Gebhard,  by  the  Holland  Synod  as  a  missionary  to 
America.  Rev.  Helffrich  served  this  congregation  up 
to  the  time  of  his  death,  in  1810.  When  it  became 
known  after  his  death  that  his  son  had  begun  the 
study  of  theology  with  him,  but  that  it  would  still 
take  five  or  six  years  to  prepare  him  for  the  ministry. 
Rev.  Henry  Diefenbach  was  chosen  to  serve  during 
this  interim,  and  he  took  charge  of  the  congregation. 
In  the  year  1816,  after  he  had  been  examined  and 
accepted  by  the  New  Holland  Synod,  Rev.  Johannes 
Helffrich  began  his  ministry  here,  and  continued  in 
the  same  until  his  death,  in  1852.  His  son,  Rev. 
William  A.  Helffrich,  was  appointed  his  assistant  by 
the  Synod  in  1845,  and  served  as  such  until  May, 
1852,  when  he  was  unanimously  chosen  to  succeed 
his  father.  He  preached  in  his  pulpit  till  the  year 
1879,  when  his  son.  Rev.  Nevin  A.  Helffrich,  was  ap- 
pointed his  assistant  by  the  East  Pennsylvania  Classis. 
The  Helffrich  family  have  served  this  congregation 
for  more  than  one  hundred  years. 

The  Lutheran  ministers  begin  with  Jacob  Frieder- 
ich  Schertlein,  who  was  followed  by  a  reader  of  the 
name  of  Freitag,  undoubtedly  the  school-teacher  of 
the  congregation.  The  following-named  ministers, 
Revs.  Schellhard,  Lehman,  and  Schumacher,  served 
here,  but  in  what  succession  cannot  be  told.  The 
Rev.  Daniel  Lehman  was  first  introduced  into  the 
ministry  in  jVmerica  by  the  Rev.  Buschkerch  (Bos- 
kerck),  at  Macungie.  The  Rev.  Daniel  Schumacher 
removed  from  Reading  to  Weissenberg  about  the  year 
1750,  and  served  as  missionary  to  nearly  all  the  con- 
gregations in  this  entire  region.  He  is  said  to  have 
preached  in  sixteen  churches.  The  Rev.  John  Georg 
Jung  served  here,  beginning  in  1768;  later  he  went 
to  Hagerstown,  Md.      Revs.  Doring   and  Wartman 

preached  here  from  the  year  till  1837.     Rev. 

Jeremiah  Schindel  was  chosen  pastor  in  that  year, 
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and  ministered  till  the  year ,  when  he  was  suc- 
ceeded by  the  Rev.  Thomas  Stack.  The  latter  was 
followed  by  Rev.  Renninger. 

The  teachers  of  the  congregation  were Freitag, 

Thiinges  Lupp  (as  the  baptismal  register  gives  his 
name),  who  taught  between  1770  and  1780,  and  Jost 
Heinrich  Miiller,  who  served  in  the  last-named  year. 
A  certain  Harn  was  also  teacher,  as  also  Tatem, 
Fulton,  Ferdinand  Berkemeyer,  and  from  18 —  to 
18—  Joel  P.  Geiger. 

Commoil  Schools. — Heidelberg  township  has  teu 
school  districts,  in  each  of  which  there  is  a  good 
school-house.  With  four  exceptions  these  were  built 
in  1855,  the  expense  being  met  with  funds  bequeathed 
by  Frederick  Miller.  These  exceptions  are  the  houses 
in  the  Hawks,  Water  Ponds,  Central,  and  Church 
districts.  Following  is  a  list  of  the  districts,  with  cost 
of  houses,  etc. : 

Number.  Xame.  Description.  Cost. 

1 Mautz Frame $800 

2 Harters Frame 800 

3 GerDiaDSVJlle Frame 800 

4 Saegersville Frame 800 

5 Church Brick  {1883J 2000 

6 Pleasant  Corner Frame 800 

^ Peters Frame 800 

8 Hawks Frame 800 

9 Water  Ponds Frame 800 

10 Central Brick  (1881) 2000 

The  school  directors  serving  since  the  free  school 
law  was  accepted  have  been  as  follows : 

1848. — Nathan  Gernion,  Casper  Handwerk,  Jonas  Peter,  .John  Kressley, 

Jacob  Hensinger  (president),  Peter  MiUer  (former  secretary). 
1849. — Elias  Bittner,  John  Kressley  (secretary),  Nathan  Fritzinger, 

Peter  Miller,  Nathan  Clause  (president),  Jonas  Peter. 
1850. — Andrew  Peter  (president),  Jacob  Harter,  Michael  Koach,  Nathan 

Krum,  Elias  Bittner. 
1851. — Jacob  Harter  (secretary),  Elias  Bittner,  Michael  Ranch,  Nathan 

Krum,  Frederick  Krause  (president),  and  Joseph  Smith. 
1852. — Christian  Hunsicker,  Nathan  Wachter,  Michael  Ranch,  liorentz 

Heintzleman,  John  Jacob  Peter,  Jacob  Horter. 
1853. — Abraham  Peter,  Nathan  Clause,  John  Kressley,  Martin  Hand- 
werk, Elias  Mautz,  John  Jacob  Peter. 
1854.— Nathan  Clause,  Elias  Mautz,  Martin  Handwerk,  Samuel  Gehry, 

Andrew  Peter,  and  John  Jacob  Wahr. 
1856.— Nathan  Clause,  Andrew  Peter,  Joseph  Hunsicker,  Elias  Bittner, 

Elias  Snyder,  Samuel  Gehry. 
1856.— Andrew  Peter,  Samuel  Gehry,  Jacob  Horter,  Elias  Bittner,  Elias 

Snyder,  Christian  Hunsicker. 
1857.— Andrew  Peter,  Christian  Hunsicker,  Jacob  Horter,  Elias  Snyder, 

Elias  Bittner,  and  Jonas  Sensinger. 
1858.— Andrew  Peter,  Jacob  Horter,  Godfrey   Peter,  Jonas  Sensinger, 

David  Smith,  Daniel  Krause. 
1859.— Andrew  Peter,  Godfrey  Peter,  David  Smith,  Nathan   Hoffman, 

Jonas  Sensinger,  Levi  Krause. 
I860.— Godfrey  Peter,  Nathan  Hoffman,  David  Smith,  Jonathan  Miller, 

Levi  Krause,  Jonas  Krum. 
1861.— Nathan  Hoffman,  Levi  Krause,  Samuel  Gehry,  Levi  Handwerk, 

Jonas  Krum,  Jonathan  Miller. 
1862.— Nathan  Hoffman,  Levi  Krause,  Samuel  Gehry,  Levi  Handwerk, 

Wilson  K.  Peter,  Jonathan  Miller. 
1863.— Levi  Krause,  Nathan  Hoffman,  Samuel  Gehry,  Levi  Handwerk, 

Elias  Snyder,  and  Wilson  K.  Peter. 
1864.-Levi  Kraus,  Elias  Snyder,  Wilson   K.  Peter,  Levi   Handwerk, 

Samuel  Gehry,  Nathan  Hoffman. 
1865.— David  Wehr,  Michael  Handwerk,  Levi  Peter,  Wilson  K,  Peter, 

Nathau  Hoffman,  Elias  Mautz. 
1866.-Levi  Peter,  Nathan  Hoffman,  Elias  Mautz,  David  Wehr,  Thomas 

K   Moser,  Jonas  German. 
1867.— Levi  Peter,  Nathan  Hoffman,  David  Wehr,  Elias  Mautz,  Thomas 

K  Moser,  Jonas  German. 
1868  —Levi  Peter,  Nathan  Hoffman,  Elias  Mautz,  David  Wehr,  Thomas 

K.  Moser,  Jonas  German. 


The  following  were  annually  elected : 

1809.— Thomas  K.  Moser  and  Nathan  Gehry. 
18Y0.— Aaron  Peter  and  Nathan  Hoffman. 
1871.— Charles  Engel  and  Paul  Krum. 
1872.— Thomas  K.  Moser  and  Samuel  Gehry. 
1873, — Joseph  Olauss  and  Aaron  Peter. 
1874.— David  Olauss  and  Charles  Engel. 
187B.— Thomas  K.  Moser  and  Reuben  Bauch. 
1876. — Aaron  Peter  and  Moses  Kressley. 
1877.— Phaon  Schafferand  Wilson  German. 
1878. — Thomas  K.  Moser  and  Levi  Krause. 
1879. — Frank  Fritzinger  and  Wilson  Knnkel. 
1880. — Frank  Krause  and  Jacob  Frebolin. 
1881.— Phaon  W.  Mautz  and  Maurer  Geiger. 
1882. — Amos  Robenoltand  Levi  H.  Hunsicker. 
1883.— William  Metzger  and  Lewis  K.  Peter. 
1884. — Phaon  W.  Mautz  and  Amandes  Bachman. 

Roads.^The  first  entry  in  the  Northampton  County 
records  concerning  tlie  laying  out  of  a  road  through 
Heidelberg  is  under  date  of  March  20,  1770,  and  reads 
as  follows : 

The  inhabitants  of  Heidelberg  and  Lynn  petitioned 
court  for  a  road,  "  setting  forth  that  divers  of  the 
petitioners  are  enclosed  with  plantations  having  no 
outlet  or  road  to  travel  from  their  flabitations  to 
places  when  they  have  business  (only  private  Roads 
which  may  he  stopped  at  the  pleasure  of  the  owners 
of  the  lands  through  which  they  pass),  and  suffer 
many  inconveniences  thereby  that  the  Petitioners 
humbly  conceive  that  a  publick  Road  would  be  of 
great  service  to  the  inhabitants  in  general  as  well  as 
to  Travelers  if  laid  out  in  the  following  manner:  to 
Begin  in  the  Great  Road  leading  from  Michael  Ohl's 
Plantation  to  Philadelphia,  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
from  said  Ohl's  house,  thence  to  or  near  Barnet  Gilt- 
ner's  house,  thence  between  Tobias  Everith  (Eberts) 
and  John  Everts  (Eberts)  Plantation,  and  from  thence 
to  John  Hartman's  Mill,  from  thence  to  or  near  to 
Martin  Filers  or  Jacob  Bachman's,  thence  to  John 
Bear,  thence  to  Michael  Seip's  place,  and  into  the 
Great  Road  leading  to  Philadelphia  by  Michael 
Meyer's  Plantation,  praying  the  Court  would  be 
pleased  to  take  the  same  into  consideration  and  grant 
them  such  relief  as  in  their  wisdom  shall  seem  meet,  etc. 

"  Whereupon  it  is  considered  by  the  Court  and 
ordered  that  Peter  Haas,  William  Haintz,  Daniel 
Knows  (or  Knouss),  Valentine  Kromlich,  Jacob  Mohr, 
and  Jacob  Gentzer  (or  Yentzer),  do  view  and  if  they 
or  any  four  of  them  see  occasion  to  lay  out  the  said 
road  thro'  such  convenient  places  as  may  be  least  to 
the  Damage  and  Inconveniences  of  the  neighborhood 
or  parties  concerned,  and  least  injurious  to  the  settle- 
ment thereabouts,  and  that  they  make  return  thereof 
to  the  next  court  after  it  is  laid  out." 

June  19,  1770,  the  viewers  made  return  to  the 
court.  "  But  it  not  appearing  to  the  Court  that  all  the 
persons  appointed  had  viewed  the  said  Road,  there- 
fore the  court  did  quash  the  said  return  and  did  order 
and  appoint  Paul  Balliet,  Adam  Deshler,  Peter  Bark- 
holder,  Joseph  Showalter,  John  Shadt,  and  Jacob 
Bear  to  view  the  road,  and  if  they  see  occasion  to  lay 
out  road  and  report  to  the  Court." 
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There  is  nothing  in  the  records  to  indicate  when 
final  action  was  taken  in  laying  out  this  road. 

Information  concerning  the  laying  out  of  another 
early  road  is  conveyed  by  the  following  extract  from 
the  records  of  Lehigh  County,  which,  though  it  does 
not  bear  date,  must  have  been  recorded  about  the  year 
1814: 

"  Lebigh  County,  ss. 
/    ^    ^  "The  Commonwealth  of  Pennaylvania  to  the Supervisore 

I  SEAL.  I  of  the  Public  highways  of  the  townships  of  Heidelberg  and 
■ — Y — '  Lowhill  in  the  county  aforesaid.  Greeting 
"  Whereas  at  the  May  Sessions  of  the  court  of  Quarter  Sessions  of  said 
county,  The  Viewers  appointed  to  lay  out  a  road  from  the  old  road 
leading  to  Northampton  near  the  Houses  of  Jacob  Hardman  &  Peter 
Perwer,  to  the  great  road  leading  to  Philadelphia  near  the  land  of  Jacob 
Becker,  made  their  Keport  in  writing  to  the  court,  as  follows,  viz.  'To 
the  Honorable  the  Judges  within  named.  We  the  Persons  appointed  by 
the  within  order  of  court  to  view  and  lay  out  the  road  therein  men- 
tioned, Do  Report.  That  we  have  viewed  laid  out  and  return  for  public 
use  the  following  road.  Beginning  in  a  public  road  leading  from  the 
Blue  mountain  to  Northampton.  Thence  on  a  line  between  Peter  Fer- 
wer  and  Jacob  Hardman  South  sixty  three  Degrees  East  sixty  three 
perches  to  a  public  road  leading  from  Lehigh  Caj?  to  Kutztown.  Thence 
along  the  same  South  fifteen  Degrees  West  twenty  four  perches  to  a 
post.  Thence  through  lands  of  said  Jacob  Hartman  South  twelve  De- 
grees East  thirty  two  perches  East  of  a  Hickory.  South  twenty  six  de- 
grees West  thirty  four  perches  South  forty  nine  Degrees  East  sixty  four 
perches  to  a  post  East  of  Jacob  Schneider's  mill-race.  Thence  along  the 
said  race  through  land  of  said  Jacob  Schneider  South  thirty  one  Degrees 
East  twenty  one  perches  South  forty  seven  Degrees  East  twenty  one 
perches  South  seventy  one  Degrees  East  twenty  three  perches  to  a  line 
of  John  Greasly's  land.  Thence  on  the  said  line  South  fourteen  perches 
to  a  Gum-tree.  Thence  crossing  Jordan  creek  on  said  Gressly's  land 
South  thirty  five  Degrees  East  seventeen  perches  to  a  small  Hickory. 
Thence  through  land  of  Peter  HoUenback  South  fifty  one  Degrees  West 
thirty  perches  to  a  Hickory  South  twenty  one  degrees  West  twenty  one 
perches  to  a  post.  Thence  crossing  said  Jordan  creek  South  fifty  three 
degrees  East  thirteen  perches  South  eight  degrees  West  sixty  seven 
perches  to  a  post.  Thence  through  the  same  and  land  of  Jacob  Backer 
south  seven  degrees  East  sixty  two  perches  to  a  small  white  oak. 
Thence  through  said  Baker^  land  South  twelve  Degrees  East  fourteen 
perches  East  of  a  chesnut.  Thence  along  said  Baker's  mill-race  South 
thirty  two  Degrees  East  thirty  six  perches  South  forty  two  Degrees  East 
thirty  three  perches  and  South  eighty  Degrees  East  eleven  perches  to  a 
public  road  leading  from  the  Blue  mountain  to  Philadelphia.'  Which 
said  Report  was  at  the  succeeding  September  Sessions,  confirm'd  nisi. 
These  are  therefore  to  authorize  and  require  you  the  Said  Supervisors 
to  make  and  open  the  said  road  according  to  the  courses  and  distances 
above  laid  down,  according  to  law,  and  for  so  doing  this  shall  be  your 
Sufficient  warrant. 

"  By  the  court, 

"  Henry  Wilson,  cZifc." 

The  last  half-century  was  a  period  prolific  of  road- 
making  in  this  township.  At  a  court  of  Quarter 
Sessions  held  at  the  borough  of  Northampton,  in 
and  for  the  county  of  Lehigh,  Feb,  2,  1831,  a  public 
road  was  ordered  to  be  laid  out  in  Heidelberg  town- 
ship, beginning  in  a  public  road  leading  from  Easton 
to  Orwigsburg,  near  the  house  of  Caspar  Handwerk ; 
thence  by  land  of  the  same  and  land  of  Henry  Kistler, 
Henry  Ebert,  John  German,  Michael  Smith,  Henry 
Hunsicker,  crossing  the  Jordan  Creek  in  another 
public  road  leading  from  the  Heidelberg  Church  to 
Allentown. 

At  a  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions  of  the  Peace  of 
Lehigh  County,  held  Feb,  4,  1835,  before  the  Hon. 
Garrick  Mallery  president,  John  Fogel  and  Jacob 
Stein  associate  judges,  a  petition  was  presented,  where- 


upon a  jury  was  appointed  to  view  and  lay  out  the 
following  public  road  leading  from  a  public  road  lead- 
ing from  German's  mill  in  Heidelberg  township; 
thence  through  land  of  Samuel  Gery,  John  Neff,  George 
NeflF,  John  Hunsicker,  Conrad  Boeder,  John  Hand- 
werk, George  Handwerk,  Abraham  Handwerk,  Martin 
Handwerk,  Michael  Harter,  George  Sensinger,  An- 
drew Kemmerer,  Henry  Bloss,  Philip  Hess,  Sr,,  Philip 
Hess,  Jr.,  Solomon  Walter,  Philip  Hess,  Sr.,  and  Ste- 
phen Balliet  to  a  public  road  leading  from  Kutztown 
to  Mauch  Chunk. 

At  a  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions  held  at  Allentown, 
Sept.  6, 1838,  a  public  road  was  ordered  to  be  laid  out 
leading  from  Henry  Bloss  to  the  Blue  Mountain  by 
lands  of  Daniel  Boeder  to  the  public  road  leading  from 
Saegersville  on  land  of  Daniel  Boeder  to  the  Heidel- 
berg Church,  which  road  was  confirmed  by  the  court 
and  afterward  opened. 

At  a  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions  held  at  the  borough 
of  Northampton  the  5th  day  of  September,  1837,  a 
public  road  was  ordered  to  be  laid  out,  beginning  in 
a  public  road  leading  from  German's  mill  to  Mosser's 
mill,  on  land  of  Beuben  Bauch,  Nathan  Fritzinger, 
Michael  Smith,  Henry  Hunsicker  into  a  public  road 
near  the  land  of  Michael  Smith.  This  road  was  also 
confirmed  by  the  court  and  opened. 

Sept.  4,  1841,  a  petition  was  presented  to  the  court 
of  Lehigh  County,  in  response  to  which  a  road  was 
laid  out  leading  from  a  road  leading  from  Lowhill  to 
New  Tripoli  in  Heidelberg  township,  on  line  of  the 
lands  of  Bernhard  Kressley,  Jacob  Kreasley,  and 
thence  through  land  of  Bernhard  Kressley,  Samuel 
Snyder,  Elias  Lentz,  into  the  State  road  leading  from 
Kutztown  to  Mauch  Chunk,  near  the  house  of  Elias 
Lentz,  which  road  was  afterward  confirmed  by  the 
court. 

Daniel  Saeger,  John  Saeger,  Henry  Smith,  David 
Boss,  and  Adam  German,  jurors,  appointed  by  the 
court  April  15,  1856,  laid  out  a  public  road  leading 
from  a  road  leading  from  Balliet's  Furnace  to  Allen- 
town, in  the  township  of  AVashington,  near  the  line 
of  Heidelberg  township,  on  land  of  George  Bex; 
thence  by  land  of  said  Bex,  Daniel  Krauss,  and  Ste- 
phen Peter  to  the  public  road  leading  from  Kutztown 
via  Saegersville  to  Lehighton,  which  road  was  con- 
firmed by  the  court  Aug.  5,  1856. 

Samuel  Kistler,  Godfrey  Peter,  Frederick  Krauss, 
Adam  German,  George  Vliet,  and  Thomas  Fatzinger, 
jurors,  appointed  by  the  court  Nov.  15,  1857,  laid  out 
a  public  road  leading  from  Pleasant  Corner  (late 
Holbenville),  Heidelberg  township,  to  New  Tripoli, 
on  land  of  Daniel  Bex,  Abraham  Bex,  Allen  Hoader, 
Elias  Snyder,  Michael  Boach,  George  Greenwalt, 
and  Benjamin  Boach,  to  a  public  road  leading  from 
Germansville  to  New  Tripoli,  in  the  township  of 
Heidelberg.  This  road  was  confirmed  by  the  court 
May  20,  1859. 

At  a  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions  held  at  Allentown, 
Nov.   10,  1859,  Samuel  J.   Kistler,   Jacob   German, 
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Edwin  Rauch,  Adam  German,  Daniel  Peter,  and 
David  Knerr,  jurors,  appointed  by  the  court,  laid  out 
the  public  road  beginning  in  a  public  road  leading 
from  Saegersville  to  New  Tripoli  in  land  of  Elias 
Snyder,  Benjamin  Eauch,  Jacob  Smith,  Nathan  Ger- 
man, Philip  German,  Elias  Clouse,  Frederick  Spicher, 
Joseph  Smith,  to  land  of  Reuben  Eauch,  to  a  public 
road  leading  from  Germansville  to  Mosserville  in  said 
Heidelberg  township.  This  road  was  confirmed  on 
Nov.  10,  1859,  and  ordered  to  be  opened. 

A  wooden  bridge  was  built  in  1866  across  the  Jordan 
Creek,  on  the  road  leading  from  Christian  Wehr's 
houses  to  Caspar  Handwerk's,  to  which  the  township 
allowed  the  sum  of  forty-five  dollars,  and  another 
bridge  was  built  in  1871  across  the  Jordan  Creek  in 
the  public  road  leading  from  Pleasant  Corner  to  New 
Tripoli,  to  which  the  township  allowed  five  thousand 
dollars,  the  rest  of  the  costs  being  paid  by  the  neigh- 
bors. 

Noted  Localities. — The  rock  called  the  Bake  Oven 
is  situated  on  the  summit  of  the  Blue  Mountain,  at 
about  the  centre  of  the  dividing  line  between  Lehigh 
and  Carbon  Counties.  Its  elevation  is  about  one  thou- 
sand five  hundred  and  sixty  feet  above  the  level  of  the 
sea.  It  has  for  years  been  a  signal  station  in  the  United 
States  Coast  Survey,  and  has  been  of  vast  benefit  for 
that  cause.  The  Bake  Oven  has  attained  great  fame 
as  a  place  from  which  grand  views  can  be  had.  Those 
who  delight  in  the  works  of  nature  can  here  behold 
a  sight  that  will  never  be  forgotten.  The  rock  has 
been  visited  by  many,  not  only  by  those  living  in  the 
vicinity,  but  by  strangers  who  came  from  our  larger 
cities. 

Soon  after  the  discovery  of  the  Bake  Oven  it  was 
found  that  about  two  miles  west  of  the  Bake  Oven,  on 
the  summit  of  the  mountain,  was  another  height. 
This  point  is  called  the  Bear  Rocks,  and  has  an  ele- 
vation of  fifteen  hundred  feet  from  the  level  of  the 
sea.  There  are  three  large  rocks  standing  in  a  row 
and  connected  by  smaller  ones  piled  on  top  of  each 
other.  This  is  the  point  from  which  the  dividing  line 
between  Carbon  and  Schuylkill  County  starts,  and 
thus  the  counties  of  Carbon  and  Schuylkill  are  upon 
the  north  and  the  county  of  Lehigh  on  the  south. 
The  townships  extend  to  the  summit  of  the  mountain 
as  well  as  the  counties,  so  that  the  summit  forms  a 
dividing  line  between  them.  The  greater  portion  of 
the  Bear  Rocks  is  situated  in  Lynn  township,  and  the 
remainder  in  Heidelberg  township.  Since  the  dis- 
covery of  the  Bear  Eocks  they  have  become  a  great 
attraction,  and  people  have  been  drawn  to  that  point 
by  the  fame  of  the  wonderful  scenery  of  which  this 
eminence  commands  a  view.  Looking  southwest  from 
the  rocks  the  city  of  Eeading  can  be  distinctly  seen, 
and  the  smoke  as  it  pours  forth  from  the  stacks  of  the 
numerous  work-shops  is  visible  to  the  naked  eye. 
Looking  over  our  own  county,  one  can  see  with  the 
naked  eye  the  church  steeples  and  other  high  objects 
in  the  city  of  Allentown,  which  is  at  a  distance  of 


about  twenty  miles.  By  taking  a  view  of  Carbon 
County,  right  before  one,  as  it  seems,  appears  the  re- 
nowned Switch  Back.  The  Delaware  Water  Gap  and 
other  places  of  interest  to  tourists  can  be  seen  from 
these  rocks.  The  fertile  valleys  lying  beneath,  on 
both  sides  of  the  mountain,  again  broken  by  small 
hills,  and  now  and  then  a  tract  of  woods  presents  a 
scene  that  will  always  be  remembered.  Not  unfre- 
quently  is  the  expression  heard  from  tourists,  who 
have  had  views  from  the  Alps,  that  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  Alps,  the  Bear  Rocks  present  the  grandest 
view  they  ever  saw.  The  rocks  are  frequently  visited 
by  parties  coming  from  a  distance,  and  never  was  any 
one  known  to  regret  a  visit.  They  are  accessible  with- 
out much  difficulty,  and  no  one  who  is  interested  in 
the  wonderful  works  of  nature  should  miss  the  grand 
view  which  they  command. 

Mechanical  Industries.— About  the  year  1832, 
Philip  Hess,  Jr.,  erected  a  large  rifle-factory  at  the 
foot  of  the  Blue  Mountain,  on  the  south  side,  and 
about  one-half  of  a  mile  west  of  the  old  Balliet's 
Furnace,  afterwards  known  as  the  old  Lehigh  Fur- 
nace, on  the  west  branch  of  the  road  leading  across 
the  Blue  Mountain  from  Saegersville  to  Lehighton. 
This  road  is  still  familiarly  known  as  the  Factory  road. 
The  factory  was  supplied  with  water-power,  and  a 
very  extensive  business  was  done  for  a  number  of 
years  by  Philip  Hess,  Jr.  He  employed  Solomon 
Walter,  Frank  Walter,  Sr.,  and  others  in  the  vicinity, 
and  at  the  same  time  Mr.  Dehring  and  others  from 
Philadelphia.  The  factory  was  long  ago  abandoned, 
and  the  property  is  now  owned  by  Wilson  and  Peter 
German,  who  turned  the  factory  into  a  distillery. 
Jonas  Hess,  Solomon  Hess,  and  others  in  the  vicinity 
continued  in  the  gunsmith  business  for  a  number  of 
years  after  the  factory  was  abandoned. 

John  Jacob  Snyder  erected  a  grist-mill  on  Jordan 
Creek,  near  the  line  of  Lowhill  township,  in  the  year 
1808.  This  was  the  first  mill  erected  in  that  vicinity, 
and  is  still  standing.  It  is  now  owned  and  occupied 
by  Elias  Kressley. 

Township  Officers. — Justices  of  the  peace  have 
been  elected  in  and  for  this  township  since  1840. 
The  following  persons  have  served  the  terms  indi- 
cated : 


George  Rex 

Commissioned. 

.April    14,  1840 

"       14,  1840 

16, 1846 

"       16,  1846 

"       11,  1848 

9,  1860 

"       13, 1853 

.      "       14, 1S66 

.      "       14, 1865 

"       13, 1868 

"       10,  1860 

Samuel  J.  Kistler. 

Joel  P.  Geiger 

Samuel  J.  Kistler. 

Joel  P.  Geiger 

Samuel  J.  Kistler. 

Joel  P.  Geiger 

Samuel  J.  Kistler. 

Joel  P.  Geiger 

Samuel  J.  Kistler. 

Commissioned. 
.April    16,  1862 
.      "       11, 1865 

George  Bex 

John  Saeger 

Samuel  J.  KisUerl 

.      "         9, 1867 
.      "       13,  1869 
.      "         8,  1870 
.March  24,  1874 

Samuel  J.  Kistler.. 

..      "      13, 1875 
.      "       27, 1879 

Jacob  German 

Samuel  J.  Kistler.. 
Wilson  E.  Peter.... 

..      "      30,  1880 
1884 

Among  the  early  justices  of  the  peace  who  were 
appointed  by  the  government  for  the  Heidelberg  Dis- 
trict we  find  the  names  of  Henry  Geiger,  1762  ;  John 
Jennings,  1774;  Henry  Booken,  1774;  Robert  Levers, 

1  At  this  time  the  township  was  divided. 
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1779  ;  Peter  Kohler,  1785  ;  Peter  ithoads,  one  of  the 
judges,  1786  ;  Samuel  Everitt,  1798  and  1806  ;  Conrad 
German,  1812  ;  Nicholas  Saeger,  1817  ;  John  Saeger, 
1826;  Nicholas  Saeger,  1829;  Daniel  Saeger,  1812; 
William  Fenstermacher,  1811;  Peter  Haas,  1820; 
Peter  Snyder,  George  Rex,  John  Weiss,  John  Weida, 
Jacob  Zimmerman. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  auditors  who  have 
served  from  1804  to  1883 : 

1804.— George  Horn,  Wniiam  Peter,  and  John  Rex. 

1805.— William  Peter,  Philip  Keber,  and  William  Fenstermacher. 

1806-7.— Christian  Smith,  Philip  Reber,  and  William  Fenstermacher. 

1808.— Christian  Smith,  Philip  Reber,  and  George  Kelchner. 

1809.— Henry  Hunsicker,  Jacob  Peter,  and  Michael  Hoffman. 

1810.— William  Fenstermacher,  George  Kelchner,  and  Philip  Reber. 

1811.— Christian  Smith,  Gottfriet  Roth,  and  William  Rex. 

1812. — Philip  Reber,  John  Ringer,  and  John  Peter. 

1813. — Conrnd  German,  John  Ringer,  and  Joseph  Saeger. 

1814. — Henry  Peter,  Christian  Hausman,  and  Joseph  Saeger. 

1815. — William  Fenstermacher,  Abraham  Riedy,  Jr.,  and  Joseph  Saeger. 

1816. — Daniel  Peter,  Abraham  Riedy,  Jr.,  and  Joseph  Saeger. 

1817.— Christopher  Kern,  John  Peter,  and  Joseph  Saeger. 

1818. — John  Ringer,  Conrad  German,  and  Joseph  Saeger. 

1819. — John  Saeger,  Philip  Krauss,  and  Jacob  Schneider,'Jr. 

1820.— Joseph  Saeger,  Christian  Schmidt,  and  Conrad  German. 

1821. — Joseph  Saeger,  Philip  Krauas,  and  Abraham  Riedy,  Jr. 

1822. — Abraham  German,  John  Wuchter,  and  Abraham  Riedy,  Jr. 

1823. — Conrad  German  and  Joseph  Saeger. 

1824. — Conrad  German,  Joseph  Saeger,  and  Abraham  Riedy,  Jr. 

1825. — John  Saeger,  Michael  Harter,  and  Henry  Roth. 

1826. — Dure  Rndy,  Jr.,  Joseph  Saeger,  and  Henry  Roth. 

1827.— Joseph  Saeger,  William  Fenstermacher,  and  Henry  Stemler. 

1828. — William  FenBtermacher,  Michael  Harter,  and  Henry  Roth. 

1829. — Dnrs  Rudy,  George  Rex,  Abraham  Riedy,  Jr. 

1830. — John    Kiihner,   John    Rex,  Joseph    Hunsicker,  and    Abraham 

Riedy,  Jr. 
1831. — Durs  Rudy,  Nicholas  Kern,  John  Saeger,  and  George  Rex,  Jr. 
1832.— John  Wuchter,  John  Meyer,  and  Andrew  Knnkel. 
1833. — Conrad  German,  Jonas  Buck,  and  George  Rex,  Jr. 
1834.— Peter  Miller,  Jr.,  Henry  Henritzy,  and  Jacob  D.  Kuntz. 
-    1835.— Jacob  D.  Kuntz,  Daniel  KUhner,  Peter  Miller,  Jr.,  and  John 

Saeger. 
1836. — Henry  Smith,  George  Rex,  Jr.,  Jonas  Buck. 

1837.— Durs  Rudy,  Jonas  Buck,  Jacob  D.  Kuntz,  and  Abraham  Riedy,  Jr. 
1838-39. — George  Rex,  Ferdinand  Berkemeyer,  and  Jacob  D.  Kuntz. 
1840. — George  Rex,  Ferdinand  Berkemeyer,  and  Peter  Miller,  Jr. 
1841-42^. — George  Rex,  Ferdinand  Berkemeyer. 
1843. — George  Rex,  Ferdinand  Berkemeyer,  and  Peter  Miller,  Jr. 
1844. — Godfrey  Peter,  Ferdinand  Berkemeyer,  and  Peter  Miller,  Jr. 
1845-47  .^ — Godfrey  Peter,  John  Fenstermacher,  and  Peter  Miller,  Jr. 
1848. — Stephen  Schlosser,  John  Fenstermacher,  and  Peter  Miller,  Jr. 
1849-50.— Godfrey  Peter,  John  Millhouse,  and  Peter  Miller,  Jr. 
1851. — Levi  Kranae,  John  Millhouse,  and  Peter  Miller,  Jr. 
1862.— Nathan  Wuchter  and  Peter  Miller,  Jr. 

1853-54. — John  Kressley,  Nathan  Kemmerer,  and  Ruben  German. 
1855. — John  Kressley,  Jacob  German,  and  Levi  Peter. 
1856, — David  Smith,  Jacob  German,  and  Levi  Peter. 
1857. — David  Smith,  Stephen  Peter,  and  Levi  Peter. 
1858.— David  Smith,  Stephen  Peter,  and  Owen  A.  Miller. 
1859. — Nathan  Wuchter,  Stephen  Peter,  and  Owen  A.  Miller. 
1860. — Owen  A.  Miller,  Natlmn  Wuchter,  and  Gideon  Hunsicker. 
1861. — Stephen  Peter,  Nathan  Wuchter,  and  Gideon  Hunsicker. 
1862. — Stephen  Peter,  Levi  Hnnsicker,  and  Gideon  Hunsicker. 
1863-64 — Stephen  Peter, Levi  Hunsicker,  and  Nathan  Wuchter. 
1865.— Stephen  Peter,  William  F.  Smith,  and  Nathan  Wuchter. 
1866.— Stephen  Peter,  William  F.  Smith,  and  Natlian  Clouse. 
1867.— William  F.  Smith  and  Nathan  Clouse. 
1868.^JonaM  W.  George,  William  F.  Smith,  and  Nathan  Clouse. 
1869.— Jonas  W.  George,  William  F.  Smith,  and  David  Huff. 
1870.— William  F.  Smith  and  David  Huff. 
1871.— Stephen  Peter  and  David  Huff. 
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1872-73.— Stephen  Peter,  Phaon  W.  Moutz,  and  Joseph  Rauch, 
1874.— William  F.  Smith,  Phaon  W.  Moutz,  and  Joseph  Rauch. 
1875.— William  F.  Smfth,  Phaon  W.  Moutz,  and  Owen  H.  Peter. 
1876-79.— Owen  D.  Snyder,  Phaon  W.  Moutz,  and  Owen  H.  Peter. 
1880.— Owen  D.  Snyder,  Wilson  S.  Peter,  and  Owen  H.  Peter. 
1881. — Owen  D.  Snyder,  Wilson  S.  Peter,  and  Jeremiah  P.  Geiger. 
1882. — Reuben  H.  Sensinger,  Wilson  S.  Peter,  and  Jeremiah  P.  Geiger. 
1883. — Reuben  H.  Sensinger  and  William  T.  Clause. 


SUPERVISORS. 

1803. 

Abraham  Riedy. 

1835.  Joseph  Hunsicker. 

William  Peter. 

John  Fenstermacher. 

1804. 

George  Remely. 

1836.  Jacob  Peter. 

John  Lentz. 

Henry  Kern. 

1805. 

John  Hunsicker. 

1837.  John  Handwerk. 

Martin  Wuchter. 

George  Peter. 

1806, 

Christian  Snyder. 

1838.  Jacob  Remely. 

Henry  Hunsicker. 

John  Snyder. 

1807. 

Andrew  Gilduer. 

1839.  George  Bloss. 

Daniel  Reber. 

Michael  Wehr. 

1808. 

Michael  W^ehr. 

1840.  John  Bloss. 

John  Frederick. 

Peter  Miller. 

1809. 

Joseph  Hunsicker. 

1841.  John  Wasem. 

Jacob  Rambel. 

Adam  German. 

1810. 

John  Hunsicker. 

1842.  George  Reber. 

John  Peter. 

William  Wuchter. 

1811. 

Jacob  Wehr. 

1843.  Jonas  Hunsicker. 

Nicholas  Kern. 

Jacob  Rex. 

1812. 

Casper  Peter. 

1844.  John  Reber, 

Godfried  Roth. 

Jonas  Bloss. 

1813. 

Christian  Kram. 

1845.  Frederick  Krauas. 

Daniel  Roeder. 

Jonas  Bloss. 

1814. 

Christian  Hunsicker. 

1846.  Jacob  Horter. 

Henry  Peter. 

George  Bloss. 

1815. 

Jacob  Snyder. 

1847.2  Jonas  Hoffman. 

Jacob  Snyder. 

Benjamin  Rauch. 

1816. 

Christian  Smith. 

1848.  Christian  Hunsicker. 

Michael  Wehr. 

Philip  Smith. 

1817. 

George  BIoss. 

1849.  John  Kressley. 

Henry  Smith. 

Samuel  Gehrey. 

1818. 

John  Peter, 

1850.  John  Kressley. 

Abraham  German. 

Casper  Handwerk. 

1819 

Peter  Miller. 

1851,  Daniel  Kemmerer. 

George  Peter. 

Peter  Miller  (farmer). 

1820 

Joseph  Hunsicker. 

1862.  Michael  Wehr. 

Henry  Handwerk. 

Elias  Moutz. 

1821 

Michael  Horter. 

1853.  Casper  Handwerk. 

Casper  Peter. 

Elias  Snyder. 

1822 

John  Saeger. 

1854.  Peter  Miller  (farmer). 

George  Rex. 

Martin  Handwerk. 

1823 

Christian  Missemer. 

1855.  John  Kressley. 

Daniel  Kern. 

Elias  Moutz. 

1824 

John  Miller. 

1856.  Henry  Krum. 

Jacob  Metzger. 

George  Hoatz. 

1825 

George  Kern. 

1857.  Stephen  Bachnian. 

John  Handwerk. 

Elias  Moutz. 

1826 

John  Kressley, 

1858.  Nathan  Clouse. 

Jacob  Snyder. 

Samuel  Gehrey. 

1827 

Henry  Peter. 

1859.  Jacob  Kressley. 

Michael  Peter. 

Samuel  Gehrey. 

1828 

Daniel  Krauss. 

1860.  Owen  Miller. 

Jacob  Clouse. 

Elias  Moutz. 

1829 

Jonas  Buck. 

1861.  Elias  Hontz. 

George  Bloss. 

George  Metzger. 

1830 

John  Hvinsicker. 

1862.  Casper  Handwerk. 

Christian  Kern. 

George  Metzger. 

1831 

Henry  Henritzy. 

1S63.  Jacob  Horter. 

Christian  Wert. 

Nathan  Clonse. 

1832 

Christian  Snyder. 

1864.  Samuel  Gehrey. 

Daniel  Sensinger. 

John  Roder. 

1833 

John  Smith. 

1865.  Samuel  Gehrey. 

Daniel  Helfrich. 

Jacob  Kressley. 

1834 

George  Bloss. 

1866.  Daniel  Kemmerer. 

John  Reber. 

Jacob  Kressley. 

2  Dec.  6, 1847,  Washington  township  was  established. 
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1867-68.  Samuel  Gehrey. 

Jacob  KreBsley. 
1869-71.  Samuel  Gehrey. 

Nathan  Wuchter. 
1872.  Nathan  Horter. 

Nathan  Wuchter. 
1873-76.  Samuel  Gehrey. 

Nathan  Wuchter. 
1877.  Samuel  Gehrey. 


1877.  Elias  Lentz. 
1878-80.  Nathan  Wuchter. 
Natlian  Horter. 

1881.  Nathan  Snyder. 
Nathan  Horter. 

1882.  Nathan  Wuchter. 
Samuel  Gehrey. 

1883.  Nathan  Wuchter. 
Monroe  Sensinger. 


CONSTABLES. 


1843-M.  Nathan  Peter. 
1345-47.  George  Hoatz.l 

1848.  John  Eeber. 

1849.  Henry  Smith. 
1850-52.  George  Hoatz.s 
1853-55.  William  Adams. 
1856-57.  Peter  Miller  (farmer). 


18S8-69.  William  AdapiB. 
1860-65.  Tilghman  Peter. 
1866-72.  William  Fry. 
1873-75.  Harrison  G.  Snyder. 
1876-82.  Aaron  S.  Lohach. 

1883.  Harrison  G.  Snyder. 

1884.  John  A.  Roberts. 


The  Village  of  Saegersville  is  located  near  the 
centre  of  the  township,  six  miles  west  of  Slatington, 
one  mile  west  of  Heidelberg  Church,  and  a  little  over 
one  mile  east  of  the  Schuylkill  and  Lehigh  Railroad 
station  at  Germansville.  It  has  one  hundred  and 
forty-two  inhabitants.  Michael  Ohl,  Sr.,  was  the 
original  owner  of  the  place,  and  had  in  his  possession 
from  six  to  eight  hundred  acres  of  land  surrounding 
the  village  site.  Tradition  has  it  that  all  this  land 
scarcely  yielded  enough  to  support  himself  and  family. 
The  same  land  is  now  divided  between  Peter  Miller, 
Dr.  Aaron  S.  Miller,  Dr.  Edward  P.  Miller.  Samuel  J. 
Kistler,  Wilson  K.  Peter,  Frank  G.  Snyder,  Harrison 
G.  Snyder,  Peter  Pfeifly,  Edwin  Hunsicker,  Levi 
Hunsicker,  William  Adams,  David  G.  Handwerk, 
David  Hunsicker,  Lewis  K.  Peter,  Thomas  K.  Moser, 
Tilghman  Peter,  Owen  H.  Peter,  Aaron  S.  Lobach, 
Owen  D.  Snyder,  William  Fry,  Sally  Snyder,  Maggie 
A.  Zuill,  Gideon  H.  Peter,  David  P.  Handwerk,  Reu- 
ben Reber,  Wilson  F.  Peter,  and  others.  Any  single 
farm  of  those  above  mentioned,  and  they  average 
about  eighty  acres,  yields  more  now  than  did  the  en- 
tire amount  of  land  while  Michael  Ohl,  Sr.,  had  it  in 
his  possession.  The  tract  on  which  the  hotel  and 
store-house  stands  is  now  owned  by  Dr.  A.  S.  Mil- 
ler. Following  is  a  brief  account  of  the  tract,  which 
contains  eighty-seven  acres  and  eighty  perches.  It  is 
the  same  tract  which  by  patent  dated  the  5th  day  of 
December,  1760,  was  granted  to  Michael  Ohl,  Sr.,  who, 
by  deed  dated  Dec.  20,  1785,  conveyed  it  to  his  son, 
Henry  Ohl,  who,  by  deed  dated  April  24,  1805,  con- 
veyed the  same  to  Samuel  Ely  and  Jacob  Sweier,  who, 
by  deed  dated  Jan.  29,  1806,  conveyed  the  same  to 
Nicholas  Saeger,  who,  by  deed  dated  the  3d  day  of 
February,  1807,  conveyed  the  same  to  his  son,  Joseph 
Saeger,  who,  with  his  wife  Margaretta,  by  deed  dated 
May  4,  1846,  conveyed  the  same  to  Peter  Miller,  his 
son-in-law,  who,  with  Magdalena,  his  wife,  by  deed 
dated  April  1,  1874,  conveyed  the  same  with  other 
land  unto  his  son.  Dr.  Aaron  S.  Miller,  the  present  pos- 
sessor. All  the  residue  of  the  land  of  Michael  Ohl, 
Sr.,  adjoining  the  above-mentioned  tract,  was  patented 
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at  the  same  time  in  the  year  1785,  or  in  the  beginning 
of  1786,  and  he  conveyed  it  to  his  son,  Henry  Ohl. 
Michael  Ohl,  Sr.,  owned  land  besides  the  above  men- 
tioned, which  was  situated  in  different  localities 
within  and  out  of  the  township.  He  had  also  another 
son  by  the  name  of  Michael  Ohl,  Jr.  (who  finally 
moved  away),  to  whom  it  seems  he  conveyed  his  re- 
maining land.  Henry  Ohl,  in  April,  1805,  conveyed 
all  his  land  to  Samuel  Ely  and  Jacob  Sweier,  who 
both  then  resided  in  Maxatawny  township,  Berks 
County,  and  were  dealers  in  land.  Immediately 
after  they  secured  possession  of  the  land  they  di 
vided  it  into  suitable  tracts  and  sold  the  same  to  dif- 
ferent parties.  Samuel  Ely  died  in  the  year  1828,  at 
I  his  house  in  Maxatawny  township,  Berks  County,  and 
Daniel  Woeburger  was  administrator  of  his  estate. 

Henry  Ohl  now  having  disposed  of  his  land,  moved 
with  his  family  to  Trumbull  County,  Ohio,  where  a 
township  was  named  after  him.  Michael  Ohl  died  in 
1804,  aged  seventy-four  years,  and,  with  several  of  the 
Ohl  family,  is  buried  here  in  the  Heidelberg  Church 
cemetery.  Mary  Ohl,  who  was  unmarried,  gave  five 
hundred  dollars  towards  building  the  old  Heidelberg 
Church.  She  is  one  of  those  who  are  buried  there. 
None  of  the  Ohl  family  or  descendants  of  the  family 
are  now  living  in  this  township,  or  on  this  side  of  the 
Blue  Mountains.  But  some  of  them  are  still  living 
along  Lizard  Creek,  in  Carbon  and  Schuylkill  Coun- 
ties.    They  are  the  descendants  of  Michael  Ohl,  Jr. 

Michael  Ohl,  Sr.,  erected  the  main  portion  of  the 
house,  which  is  still  standing  and  used  as  a  hotel. 
On  one  of  the  stones  the  year  1763  is  carved. 

Nicholas  Saeger,  who  was  a  brother  to  Jacob  and 
Daniel  Saeger,  of  Saeg'erstown,  Crawford  Co.,  and  the 
father  of  Joseph,  John,  and  Daniel  Saeger,  of  New 
York  State,  bought  the  land  of  Samuel  Ely  and 
Jacob  Sweier  in  J806.  He  sold  the  part  on  which 
the  hotel  and  store  is  erected  in  1807  to  his  son,  Jo- 
seph Saeger,  and  the  other  part  to  his  son,  John  Sae- 
ger. Joseph  Saeger,  after  he  had  lived  for  a  period 
of  two  years  on  the  premises,  commenced  to  keep  the 
hotel  and  store,  and  continued  in  the  business  until 
the  year  1831,  when  he  moved  to  Allentown,  and 
there  entered  in  the- mercantile  business  with  Chris- 
tian Pretz,  under  the  firm-name  of  Pretz  &  Saeger. 

Peter  Miller  in  1831  moved  into  the  hotel,  and  was 
proprietor  of  the  same.  He  also  kept  the  store,  hav- 
ing Pretz  and  Saeger  us  partners  in  the  business  until 
the  year  1840,  when  they  withdrew  from  the  firm,  and 
Owen  Saeger  became  a  partner,  and  the  business  was 
transacted  under  the  firm-name  of  Miller  &  Saeger 
until  the  year  1846,  when  Owen  Saeger  withdrew 
from  the  firm,  and  removed  to  Allentown,  where  he 
entered  into  the  hardware  business.  Then  from  1846 
to  1859,  Peter  Miller  kept  the  store  alone.  During 
the  time  that  he  was  carrying  on  the  hotel  and  store 
his  wife,  Magdalena,  more  familiarly  known  as  Polly, 
was  carrying  on  the  millinery  business,  and  at  the 
same  time  assisted  him  in  the  store.     In  1859,  Peter 
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Miller  disposed  of  the  store  business,  but  still  con- 
tinued as  proprietor  of  the  hotel. 

Samuel  J.  Kistler  in  1859  became  the  owner  of  the 
store;  he  continued  in  the  business  until  1870,  when 
he  sold  out  to  Abraham  D.  Kistler  and  Wilson  K. 
Peter,  who,  under  the  firm-name  of  Kistler  &  Peter, 
kept  the  store  until  the  year  1873,  when  Abraham  D. 
Kistler  sold  his  share,  consisting  of  one-half,  to  Wil- 
son K.  Peter,  who  continued  the  store  business  until 
1878,  when  he  sold  out  to  Herman  A.  Snyder.  Peter 
Miller  now  being  anxious  to  retire  from  public  life, 
left  the  hotel  in  1875,  being  succeeded  by  Willoughby 
Missemer,  who  was  the  proprietor  from  1875  to  1878. 
Herman  A.  Snyder,  after  having  obtained  the  store, 
in  1878,  also  became  proprietor  of  the  hotel.  He 
continued  both  in  the  hotel  and  store  business  until 
1881,  when  he  sold  both  to  L.  M.  Holben,  the  pres- 
ent proprietor.  Peter  Miller  had  been  proprietor  of 
the  hotel  for  forty-four  years,  and  had  kept  the  store 
for  twenty-eight  years. 

The  first  post-ofiice  at  Saegersville  was  established 
on  Jan.  1,  1829,  under  John  McLean,  Postmaster- 
General,  who  appointed  Joseph  Saeger  as  postmaster. 
He  served  as  postmaster  until  1831,  when  Peter  Miller 
was  appointed,  who  held  the  office  until  the  year  1852, 
when  it  was  removed  to  Germansville,  where  Nathan 
German  was  first  appointed  postmaster,  and  afterwards 
David  Ross  held  the  office  until  1862.  It  was  then 
removed  to  Saegersville,  and,  in  1862,  Dr.  E.  P.  Mil- 
ler was  appointed  as  postmaster,  and  served  until  1867, 
when  Abraham  D.  Kistler  was  appointed,  who  held 
the  office  until  1869,  when  Sophia  R.  Miller  (now 
Mrs.  Dr.  W.  G.  M.  Seiple)  was  appointed  postmis- 
tress, and  served  as  such  until  1871.  Samuel  J.  Kist- 
ler was  appointed  postmaster,  under  Postmaster-Gen- 
eral John  A.  J.  Creswell,  on  Sept.  25,  1871,  and  still 
holds  the  office. 

The  general  and  township  elections  were  held  here 
from  the  first  organization  of  the  township,  also  when 
Heidelberg  and  Washington  were  all  in  one  township. 
It  has  been  the  election-place  since  the  township  was 
divided,  with  the  exception  of  several  years,  when  the 
elections  were  held  at  Holbensville,  now  called  Pleas- 
ant Corner. 

Peculiar  Old-Time  Polities.— In  1811,  when  Wil- 
liam Findlay,  Democrat,  and  Joseph  Hiester,  Feder- 
alist, were  nominated  as  candidates  for  Governor, 
Findlay  defeated  Hiester,  and  was  elected.  During 
this  campaign  great  confusion  ensued  among  the 
voters  of  this  election  district.  There  were  then 
only  about  sixteen  or  seventeen  Federalist  voters  in 
the  township,  the  great  majority  being  Democrats. 
The  Federalists  all  changed  their  politics,  becoming 
Democrats,  and  supporting  Findlay  for  Governor. 
The  Democrats  changed  their  politics  and  supported 
Hiester  for  Governor.  Joseph  Saeger  and  Conrad 
German,  Esq.,  were  at  the  head  of  this  movement. 
John  Saeger,  Esq.,  for  a  time  opposed  the  change, 
but  finally  yielded.     It  was  not  until   Hiester  and 


Findlay  were  again  nominated  for  Governor,  in  1820. 
In  this  campaign  Hiester  (Federalist)  defeated  Find- 
lay, and  was  elected  Governor.  Judge  Peter  Haas 
and  his  adherents  of  Lynn  township  after  this  cam- 
paign changed  their  politics  and  became  Democrats. 
Judge  Haas,  during  the  campaign,  did  all  that  was 
in  his  power  for  the  election  of  Hiester.  After  the 
election  of  Hiester  he  disappointed  Haas,  who  there- 
upon became  his  bitter  enemy  and  a  Democrat.  The 
Federalists  in  Heidelberg  voted  that  ticket  until  Jo- 
seph Eitner,  in  1829,  was  first  nominated  for  Gov- 
ernor and  defeated.  In  1832  he  was  again  nominated, 
and  also  defeated.  In  1835  he  was  renominated,  and 
was  elected.  He  was  again  a  candidate  in  1 838,  but 
was  defeated.  The  voters  of  this  district  voted  the 
Anti-Masonic  and  afterwards  the  Whig  ticket.  In 
1838,  when  David  E.  Porter  was  elected  Governor,  de- 
feating Eitner,  there  were  only  seventeen  Democrats 
in  the  whole  township  (including  what  is  now  Wash- 
ington) who  voted  for  Porter.  The  following  were 
among  them,  viz. :  Henry  Leh,  Daniel  Hausman, 
Daniel  Kiehner,  Nicholas  Kern. 

After  the  election  of  Porter  the  Democrats  held  a 
celebration  at  AUentown,  and,  sending  coaches  up  to 
Heidelberg,  gathered  the  seventeen  Democrats  and 
conveyed  them  to  that  place,  where  they  were  to  par- 
ticipate in  the  celebration.  It  was  a  joyful  occasion 
for  them,  and  the  event  was  long  remembered. 

Saegersville  was  the  place  where  the  militia  held 
their  yearly  battalion  drill.  This  was  an  occurrence 
that  was  anxiously  waited  for,  and  both  young  and 
old,  not  only  from  the  immediate  neighborhood  but 
from  far  distances,  came  together  to  have  a  day  of  en- 
joyment, It  was  to  them  what  the  agricultural  fairs 
are  at  the  present,  and  the  attraction  seemed  to  be  as 
great. 

Saegersville,  instead  of  having  now  but  two  or  three 
mails  per  week  as  it  had  of  old,  has  daily  two  mails  by 
railroad,  and  besides  an  overland  route  to  Macungie, 
going  to  and  fro  every  alternate  day.  In  July,  1880, 
the  Lehigh  Telegraph  Company  erected  its  lines 
through  the  village,  and  placed  instruments  in  the 
office  of  8.  J.  Kistler.  Thus  communication  is  affijrded 
by  telegraph  to  all  parts. 

The  first  English  school  in  the  township  was  held 
in  this  place  in  about  the  year  1823.  Judge  David 
Laury  and  Mrs.  Peter  Miller  went  to  school  to- 
gether here.  The  teachers  were  John  Brown  (one- 
armed)  and  William  Lester,  a  Quaker,  who  came 
from  Germantown.  The  house  in  which  the  school 
was  held  was  a  one-story  log  house,  which  stood  until 
a  few  years  ago. 

Tanneries. — The  first  tannery  in  Saegersville  was 
erected  by  Henry  Drumbower,  who  had  bought  some 
land  here  from  Samuel  Ely  and  Jacob  Sweier  on  Oct. 
24,  1805.  He  carried  on  the  business  until  about  the 
year  1812,  when  he  sold  out  to  Abraham  Boeder. 
Afterwards  he  moved  to  Mosser's  tannery  (the  place 
at  which  it  was  situated  is  now  called  Mosserville). 
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There  he  lived  but  for  a  short  time,  when  one  of  his 
children  drowned.  After  that  he  removed  to  Quaker- 
town,  the  place  from  whence  he  had  come.  Abraham 
Boeder  continued  to  carry  on  the  tanning  business  at 
this  place  until  after  his  death,  when  his  son,  Conrad 
Boeder,  Jr.,  continued  until  about  the  year  1850. 
After  that  Stephen  M.  Kistler  carried  on  the  business 
until  1853,  when  Stephen  M.  Kistler  and  Godfrey 
Peter  entered  into  partnership,  and  commenced  to 
carry  on  the  business  in  the  new  tannery  which  God- 
frey Peter  had  erected,  on  the  north  side  of  the  road 
(the  old  tannery  was  standing  on  the  south  side  of 
the  road,  where  the  old  dwelling-house  of  the  late 
Boeder's  family  is).  Stephen  M.  Kistler  and  Godfrey 
Peter  continued  in  business  until  June,  1856,  when 
Stephen  M.  Kistler  sold  his  interest  in  the  firm  to 
Godfrey  Peter,  and  moved  to  Millport,  Carbon  Co. 
The  business  was  continued  by  Godfrey  Peter  until 
April,  1860,  and  from  then  on  under  the  firm-name  of 
Godfrey  Peter  &  Son,  until  April,  1864,  when  Godfrey 
Peter  sold  his  interest  to  his  son,  Owen  H.  Peter, 
and  to  Thomas  K.  Moser,  business  being  now  trans- 
acted under  the  firm-name  of  Peter  &  Moser,  who 
have  been  possessors  of  the  same  up  to  the  present 
time.  Owen  H.  Peter  became  the  owner  of  the  build- 
ing and  ground  in  1861. 

Carriage-Factories. — The  first  carriage-factory 
was  started  here  in  1847  by  Christian  Greiner,  who 
continued  the  manufacturing  of  carriages  for  several 
years,  when  he  moved  to  Turbotville,  Northumber- 
land Co.,  Pa.  He  was  succeeded  by  Phaon  Lemmel, 
who  carried  on  an  extensive  business  until  about  the 
year  1874,  when  he  disposed  of  his  stock  to  William 
S.  Godshall,  and  afterwards  moved  to  Slatington. 

W.  S.  Godshall  continued  in  the  business  for  sev- 
eral years,  when  he  moved  away  from  the  place. 
Pfeifly  &  Miller  are  carrying  on  the  business  at  the 
present. 

DeibertsvUle  is  situated  about  two  miles  east  of 
Saegersville,  on  one  of  the  roads  leading  from  Saegers- 
ville  to  AUentown.  The  place  was  owned  by  John 
Krause  (the  father  of  Frederick  Krause,  deceased) 
about  ten  years  ago.  Peter  Butz  resided  on  the  place 
after  him,  and  he  was  succeeded  by  Henry  Both,  who 
kept  a  hotel.  He  was  succeeded  by  J.  Peter  Miller, 
who  also  continued  the  hotel  business  until  the  year 
1842,  when  he  sold  out  to  Daniel  Deibert,  who  was 
the  owner  of  the  property  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  in  the  year  1881 ;  during  this  time  he  con- 
ducted the  business  himself,  with  the  exception  of 
the  last  few  years,  when  it  was  under  the  supervision 
of  William  Metzger,  who  became  the  owner,  in  1882, 
of  the  hotel,  store,  and  land,  but  sold  it  the  same 
year  to  Harrison  German.  During  the  last  two  years 
the  hotel  was  kept  by  B.  F.  Eisenhard.  The  store 
business  was  commenced  there  in  1848  by  Levi 
Krause,  who  first  kept  the  store  in  the  next  room  in 
the  building  in  which  the  hotel  is  now  kept.  He 
soon  afterwards   erected  a  store-house,  which  still 


remains,  standing  opposite  the  hotel  on  the  other 
side  of  the  road,  continued  the  business  for  several 
years,  when  he  was  succeeded  by  David  Huff,  Wil- 
liam Hicker,  and  Jeremiah  P.  Geiger,  who  was  again 
succeeded  by  Isaac  S.  Dietrich,  who  is  the  present 
proprietor  of  the  store,  who  took  possession  in  April, 
1883. 

Germansville  is  situated  in  Heidelberg  township, 
one  mile  west  of  Saegersville,  on  the  Schuylkill  and 
Lehigh  Eailroad,  seven  miles  west  of  Slatington, 
thirty-five  miles  east  of  Beading,  Pa.,  and  three  miles 
south  of  the  Blue  Mountain.  The  Jordan  Creek 
passes  through  the  place.  The  original  owner  of  the 
land  on  which  Germansville  is  situated  was  Adam 
German,  Sr.,  to  whom  two  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of 
land  was  granted  on  June  30,  1742,  and  again  one 
hundred  and  one  acres  and  one  hundred  and  forty-four 
perches  adjacent  land  on  Nov.  16,  1786. 

Adam  German,  Sr.,  had  seven  sons  and  three 
daughters,  to  wit :  Philip  German,  Conrad  German, 
Abraham  German,  Adam  German,  Jr.,  Henry  Ger- 
man, Jacob  German,  John  German,  Susanna  (who 
was  married  to  John  Jacob  Snyder),  Eva  (married 
to  Henry  Peter),  and  Catharine  (married  to  Abra- 
ham Biedy).  Philip  German,  whose  wife's  name  was 
Eva,  became  the  owner  of  the  mill  property.  He 
died  in  1819,  being  the  father  of  Adam  German  (mil- 
ler), who  died  in  1840,  Michael  German,  Nathan  Ger- 
man, and  Philip  German.  Conrad  German  held  the 
office  of  justice  of  the  peace  in  this  township  until 
the  year  1833,  when  he  moved  to  Adams  township, 
Seneca  Co.,  Ohio.  Abraham  German,  Adam  German, 
Henry  German,  and  Jacob  German  all  died  and  were 
buried  here.  Adam  German,  Jr.,  was  the  father  of 
Adam  German,  who  is  therefore  the  third  of  the  same 
name.  He  was  extensively  known  as  a  man  of  sound 
judgment  and  excellent  business  abilities.  He  died 
on  Nov.  8,  1881. 

Adam  German,  Sr.,  was  the  great-grandfather  of 
Eev.  J.  P.  German,  of  Berwick,  Pa. 

Henry  German  was  the  father  of  Nathan  German, 
ex-recorder  of  AUentown  (deceased),  Owen  German, 
Henry  German,  late  register,  and  the  grandfather  of 
Henry  J.  German,  Esq.,  of  AUentown,  Pa. 

Jacob  German,  who  died  May  1,  1879,  was  a  re- 
spectable and  useful  man  in  the  community.  He  held 
the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace  in  the  township  from 
1857  to  1862,  and  was  the  father  of  Jonas,  Beuben, 
Enos,  and  Levi  German. 

John  German  moved  with  his  brother,  Conrad  Ger- 
man, to  Adams  township,  Seneca  Co.,  Ohio,  in  1833. 
Henry  Peter,  who  was  married  to  Eva  German,  was 
the  father  of  John  H.  Peter,  ex-commissioner,  who 
died  Nov.  13,  1881. 

Abraham  Biedy,  who  was  married  to  Catharine 
German,  was  the  father  of  Professor  Owen  Biedy, 
now  of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  and  the  grandfather 
of  Wilson  P.  Biedy,  of  Heidelberg. 

Germansville  was,  previous  to  1842,  known  as  Ger- 
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man's  Mill.  The  mill  seems  to  have  been  erected  by. 
Adam  German,  Sr.  Afterwards  it  was  owned  by 
Philip  German,  Sr.,  who  in  1814  added  the  dwelling 
part  to  the  mill.  His  son,  Adam  German  (miller), 
who  died  about  the  year  1840,  made  some  additions 
to  the  mill,  and  erected  a  dwelling-house,  post  saw- 
mill, and  a  wool-carding  machine.  After  the  death 
of  Adam  German  (miller),  Nathan  German  became 
the  owner  of  the  mill,  and  he  sold  it  to  Philip  Dieffen- 
derfer,  who  again  sold  the  same  to  Enos  German,  who 
is  the  present  owner.  The  present  mill-dam  and  race 
was  built  in  the  year  1809. 

The  building  in  which  the  hotel  and  store  is  kept 
was  built  in  1842  by  Nathan  German,  late  of  Allen- 
town  (deceased),  who  was  the  first  one  who  kept  the 
store  and  hotel  in  the  place.  Afterwards  S.  K.  M. 
Kepner  carried  on  the  store  for  some  time,  and  David 
Ross  the  hotel. 

A  post-ofiice  was  located  at  Germansville  from 
about  1852  to  1862. 

Philip  German  for  a,  short  time  was  the  owner  of 
the  property,  and  he  sold  the  same  to  Peter  Miller, 
who  owned  it  until  1866,  during  which  time  0.  H. 
Miller  and  others  carried  on  the  store  and  hotel  busi- 
ness. Peter  Miller  afterwards  sold  the  property  to 
Jonas  W.  George  and  William  G.  Grosscup,  who, 
under  the  firm-name  of  George  &  Grosscup,  carried 
on  the  store  and  hotel  business  for  a  number  of 
years,  but  several  years  ago  dissolved  partnership, 
Jonas  W.  George  retaining  the  hotel,  and  William  G. 
Grosscup  accepting  the  store.  Both  still  continue  in 
their  respective  businesses. 

W.  G.  Grosscup's  ancestors  were  among  the  first 
settlers  of  Berks  County.  His  great-grandfather, 
Paul  Grosscup,  was  a  member  of  the  Constitutional 
Convention  of  1790,  which  met  at  Philadelphia  on 
Nov.  24,  1789.  and  closed  Feb.  5,  1790.  The  other 
delegates  were  Joseph  Heister,  Christian  Lauer, 
Baltzer  Gehr,  and  Abraham  Lincoln,  who  was  the 
grandfather  of  President  Abraham  Lincoln. 

Henry  German,  Sr.,  in  1835,  sold  his  tract  of  land, 
on  which  now  a  part  of  the  village  is  situated,  to 
Samuel  Gehry,  Sr.,  who  in  1835  moved  with  his  fam- 
ily from  Hereford,  Berks  Co.,  to  this  place ;  and  after- 
wards sold  his  land  to  his  son,  Samuel  Gehry,  Jr., 
who  with  his  son,  Nathan  Gehry,  are  the  present 
owners  of  the  remainder  of  the  land. 

Dr.  W.  K.  Kistler,  a  nephew  of  Stephen  Kistler 
(deceased),  of  Saunersville,  moved  to  this  place  in  the 
spring  of  1871.  He  is  one  of  the  most  prominent 
men  of  the  village,  and  has  an  extensive  practice. 

T)ie  making  of  bricks  has  been  carried  on  in  the 
place  for  a  number  of  years,  and  is  still  continued. 
A  large  ice-house  was  erected  in  1847  by  Daniel  & 
Enos  German,  close  to  the  mill-dam  and  railroad 
siding,  in  which  ice  is  stored  for  the  city  market. 

The  Schuylkill  and  Lehigh  Railroad  yearly  con- 
veys large  quantities  of  lime  to  the  station.  Since 
the  construction  of  the  railroad,  making  easy  the  ob- 


taining of  lime,  there  has  been  a  wonderful  improve- 
ment of  the  land  in  this  vicinity. 

Germansville  is  the  place  in  which  ex-Sheriff 
Smith,  late  of  Allentown  (deceased),  during  his 
younger  years  resided  and  started  in  business.  Both 
the  first  and  second  house  in  which  he  lived  in  the 
village  are  still  standing.  He  first  carried  on  the 
blackmith  business,  and  afterwards  connected  the 
tinsmith  and  stove  business  to  his  former  business. 
John  Heil  is  now  residing  where  Henry  Smith  last 
resided  when  here,  in  1879. 

Edwin  W.  Snyder  erected  an  agricultural  machine- 
shop  in  Germansville,  and  is  making  machines. 

There  was  a  hotel  kept  in  the  old  log  weather- 
boarded  dwelling-house  situated  a  short  distance 
south  of  this  place,  and  now  owned  by  Reuben  Ger- 
man. The  hotel  was  first  kept  by  Abraham  Riedy, 
Sr.  (who  in  one  of  the  deeds  from  his  father,  Jacob 
Riedy,  was  named  Abraham  Riedy),  who  had  kept  a 
store  in  connection  with  the  hotel,  and  who,  it  ap- 
pears, was  the  first  store-keeper  in  that  part  of  the 
old  township  which  is  now  Heidelberg.  He  was  then 
succeeded  in  the  hotel  business  by  his  son,  Abraham 
Riedy,  Jr.,  who  kept  the  hotel  for  some  time,  when 
he  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  Newhard  and  George  Muth- 
hard,  who  in  turn  were  succeeded  by  Conrad  German, 
who  disposed  of  it  to  Jacob  German,  who  kept  it  for 
a  while  as  a  hotel,  and  then  discontinued  the  business. 

After  the  closing  of  this  hotel  another  one  was 
started  a  short  distance  above  the  old  hotel,  in  a  stone 
house,  built  about  the  year  1820,  now  owned  by  Enos 
German.  Peter  Wuchter,  who  was  a  son-in-law  of 
Conrad  German,  was  the  proprietor  until  it  was  aban- 
doned in  1833,  when  Peter  Wuchter,  Henry  Kistler, 
and  his  son  John,  with  the  rest  of  his  family  of  Hei- 
delberg township,  and  Michael  Kistler,  Sr.,  with  his 
family,  of  Lynn  township,  moved  with  Conrad  Ger- 
man to  Adams  township,  Seneca  Co.,  Ohio.  Henry 
Kistler,  while  here,  was  the  owner  of  the  land  on 
which  Caspar  Handwerk  and  his  son,  Owen,  are  now 
residing.  Michael  Kistler  owned  that  on  which  Jo- 
seph Krause  is  now  living.  Michael  Kistler,  Sr.,  was 
the  father  of  Michael  Kistler,  Jr.,  and  John  Kistler. 

Either  the  first  or  second  store  in  Heidelberg  town- 
ship was  kept  by  John  Mien,  about  half  a  mile  west 
of  Germansville,  on  land  now  owned  by  the  heirs  of 
Solomon  Mayer,  deceased.  The  store  must  have  been 
started  about  seventy-five  years  ago.  There  was  an- 
other store  kept  at  about  the  same  time  by  Philip 
Pretz,  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  southeast  from 
Saegersville,  on  the  land  which  is  now  owned  by  Wil- 
son F.  Peter.  The  tract  at  that  time  consisted  of 
ninety-four  acres  one  hundred  and  twenty-nine 
perches,  adjoining  the  lands  on  the  west  of  John 
Yeager  and  John  Ebert,  now  owned  by  William 
Krause ;  on  the  north  by  lands  of  the  late  Michael 
Ohl,  now  Dr.  E.  P.  Miller,  and  Peter  Snyder,  de- 
ceased ;  on  the  east  by  land  of  the  late  Jacob  Dau- 
penspeck,   now  Joseph    Kunkel's,    and  William   F. 
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Miller's ;  and  on  the  south  by  land  of  the  late  Francis 
Giltner  and  Jacob  Weaver,  now  Jacob  Kerns. 

From  the  deed  of  David  Hess,  dated  April  15, 1794, 
the  year  in  which  he  granted  this  land  to  Philip 
Pretz,  we  infer  that  in  that  year  he  started  the  store 
business,  and  held  the  same  until  1802,  when  he  went  to 
Lancaster,  which  was  then  the  seat  of  the  State  govern- 
ment, for  the  purpose  of  patenting  lands,  and  while 
there  he  became  sick  and  died,  and,  on  account  of  the 
inconvenience  at  that  time  of  moving  the  dead,  was 
buried  there.  His  widow,  Magdalena,  with  two  sons, 
Godfrey  and  Christian,  and  daughter  Margaret,  held 
the  old  homestead  until  May  2,  1826,  when  Godfrey 
and  Christian  conveyed  their  interest  to  Joseph 
Saeger,  who  with  Margaret,  his  wife,  a  daughter  of 
Philip  Pretz,  by  deed  dated  Feb.  3,  1832,  conveyed  it 
to  Jacob  Steekel,  who  willed  the  same  to  hfs  daughter 
Kachel,  who  became  the  wife  of  Dr.  Henry  Schall, 
who  conveyed  it  to  her  son.  Dr.  John  D.  Schall,  Aug. 
28,  1848,  who  conveyed  it  to  Nathan  Peter,  who,  on 
March  29, 1870,  conveyed  the  same  to  Francis  Wilson 
Peter,  a  brother  of  Professor  Moses  Peter. 

Pleasant  Corner  is  situated  about  one  and  one- 
quarter  miles  southwest  from  Saegersville  and  about 
two  miles  south  of  the  Schuj'lkill  and  Lehigh  Rail- 
road, a  branch  of  the  Philadelphia  and  Reading,  on 
Jordan  Creek.  The  land  upon  which  the  village 
stands  was  taken  up  in  1744  by  John  Rice,  but  was 
afterwards  granted,  in  1748,  to  Michael  Doderer,  who 
sold  it  to  Conrad  Doderer  in  1763,  and  in  1765  he 
conveyed  it  to  John  Hartman. 

In  1763,  Michael  Evert  obtained  a  certain  portion 
of  the  land,  which  he  conveyed  to  his  two  sons,  John 
and  Tobias  (he  also  had  another  son,  Philip,  who  re- 
sided in  Lynn  township).  John  Evert  conveyed  it 
again  to  his  son  Conrad,  who  conveyed  it  to  his  son 
Daniel.  A  part  of  this  land  is  now  owned  by  Stephen 
Sherley. 

In  1851,  Henry  German  started  the  first  store  and 
hotel  in  the  place,  and  was  the  proprietor  of  the  same 
until  1855,  when  he  moved  to  Weissenberg  township. 
William  Both  succeeded  him  in  the  store  and  hotel 
business,  and  kept  the  same  for  about  two  years,  when 
he  was  succeeded  by  Owen  Hunsicker  and  Elias  Bitt- 
ner.  Business  was  transacted  under  that  firm  until 
the  death  of  Owen  Hunsicker,  when  Peter  Bittner 
became  a  partner.  Some  time  afterwards  Elias  Bitt- 
ner disconnected  himself  from  the  firm  and  moved  to 
Allentown.  John  H.  Hallenbach  succeeded  him,  and 
became  a  partner  with  Peter  Bittner.  This  firm  car- 
ried on  an  extensive  business,  and  several  years  ago 
sold  out  to  David  A.  Bittner,  who  is  now  the  proprie- 
tor of  both  the  hotel  and  store. 

The  elections  were  held  there  for  several  years,  from 
1853  to  1854,  when  the  voting-place  was  removed  to 

^ThToriginal  name  of  the  place  was  HolbensviUe, 
and  it  was  so  called  until  the  day  on  which  Owen  Hun- 
sicker moved  there,  which  was  about  six  years  after 


the  name  of  Holbensville  was  bestowed  upon  it.  Its 
name  was  then  changed  to  Pleasant  Corner  by  Daniel 
Rex,  of  Lehighton,  and  Abraham  Peter,  of  this  town- 
ship, which  caused  a  good  deal  of  commotion. 

Jacob  Holben  erected  a  foundry  about  the  year 
1850,  in  which  an  extensive  business  was  done.  He 
also  was  the  owner  of  the  old  grist-mill,  which  was 
built  by  John  Evert  in  about  the  year  1789,  which 
still  remains,  and  is  used  as  a  mill.  The  hotel  and 
store  was  also  erected  by  him  in  the  year  1851.  His 
former  place  of  residence  had  been  in  Lynn  town- 
ship until  about  1840,  when  he  moved  to  Pleasant 
Corner,  where  he  remained  until  he  was  elected 
sheriff,  when  he  moved  to  Allentown. 

Joseph  Ranch,  in  1875,  erected  a  large  factory,  in 
which  carriage-wheels,  etc.,  are  made.  This  is  quite 
a  valuable  industry  for  the  village. 

The  village  is  nicely  situated,  and  contains  a  num- 
ber of  nice  residences.  Rev.  G.  A.  Struntz,  of  Pitts- 
ton,  lived  there  for  a  short  time.  This  is  the  place  in 
which  Professor  Oliver  Holben,  now  of  New  York, 
and  Hon.  Evan  Holben,  of  Allentown,  spent  their 
young  days.  It  is  also  the  birthplace  of  Professor 
H.  J.  Stettler,  of  Slatington,  Pa. 

The  first  post-office  was  established  here  in  1873, 
under  the  name  of  Jordan  Post-office,  and  Lewis 
Bittner  was  appointed  postmaster,  and  still  serves  as 
such. 


BIOGRAPHICAL    SKETCH. 


SAMUEL   J.    KISTLBK. 

Samuel  J.  Kistler,  of  Saegersville,  Lehigh  Co.,  is 
of  German  descent.  His  great-grandfather,  George 
Kistler,  was  among  a  number  of  Palatinates  or  Swiss 
who,  during  the  interval  between  1735  and  1745,  re- 
moved from  Falkner  Swamp  and  Goschenhoppen 
(now  Montgomery  County)  to  Lynn  township,  and 
settled  in  the  vicinity  of  what  is  now  called  Jerusalem 
Church,  and  was  formerly  Allemangel  Church.  He 
had  six  sons  and  three  daughters, — George,  Jacob, 
John,  Samuel,  Philip,  Michael,  Barbara,  Dorotea, 
and  Elizabeth. 

Samuel  Kistler,  the  grandfather  of  Samuel  J.  Kist- 
ler, was  born  Sept.  20,  1754,  and  died  April  24,  1822. 
His  first  wife,  Mary  Elizabeth  Ladich,  was  the  mother 
of  three  children, — Barbara,  Jacob  S.,  and  Samuel. 
Jacob  S.  Kistler,  the  father  of  Samuel  J.  Kistler,  was 
born  Oct.  5,  1781,  and  died  Oct.  7,  1849.  By  his 
second  wife,  Catharine  Brobst,  he  had  the  following 
children :  John  S.,  Michael,  Christian,  Daniel  S., 
David,  Jesse,  Charles,  Levi,  Maria  Elizabeth,  Catha- 
rine, Salome,  and  Magdalena. 

Jacob  S.  Kistler,  the  oldest  son  of  Samuel  Kistler, 
and  the  father  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  first 
married  to  a  daughter  of  William  J.  Carl,  whose  two 
sons  were  John  and  Jacob. 
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His  second  wife  was  Catharine,  and  his  third  wife 
Anna  Barbara,  daughters  of  Henry  Baush.  The 
former  had  no  children.  The  third  wife,  Anna  Bar- 
bara, who  was  born  June  25,  1790,  and  died  Nov.  19, 
1867,  had  the  following-named  children :  Nathan, 
Stephen,  David  J.,  Keuben,  Jonas  J.,  Charles,  Sa- 
lome, Mary,  Lydia,  Catharine,  Anna  Fenah,  Helenah, 
Elizabeth,  and  Samuel  J.  Kistler.  The  latter  was 
born  Nov.  24,  1819,  in  Lynn  township,  Lehigh  Co., 
about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  west  of  Lynnville. 
His  father,  a  farmer  by  occupation,  had  two  large 
farms  in  Kistler's  Valley. 

He  spent  his  early  life  with  his  parents  on  the 
farm,  and  received  his  education  at  the  common 
schools  at  Lynnville.  After  attaining  the  age  of 
twenty,  he  moved  to  Jacksonville,  and  served  as 
clerk  in  the  store  of  John  Hermany,  who  soon  after- 
wards established  another  store  in  Lizard  Creek  Val- 
ley, West  Penn  township,  Schuylkill  Co.,  which  was 
managed  by  the  now  Hon.  Z.  H.  Long,  of  Lehighton, 
Pa.,  and  at  times  given  in  charge  of  Samuel  J.  Kist- 
ler. Hon.  Daniel  H.  Creitz  was  at  that  time  also  em- 
ployed by  Mr.  Hermany,  and  the  three,  after  having 
completed  their  work,  spent  the  time  in  study. 
Samuel  J.  Kistler,  becoming  desirous  of  acquiring 
further  education,  left  Jacksonville  in  the  fall  of 
1841,  and,  with  Henry  Eodly  (a  New  York  huckster), 
rode  in  a  heavy  four-horse  huckster-wagon  to  Bound 
Brook,  N.  J.,  no  railroad  having  at  that  time  been 
constructed  between  Easton  and  Bound  Brook,  the 
latter  being  the  terminus  of  the  railroad. 

He  attended  the  academy  for  one  winter,  and  in  the 
spring  of  1842  returned  to  Lehigh  County,  entering 
the  employ  of  Miller  &  Saeger,  at  Saegersville,  as 
clerk.  He  served  as  such  until  the  spring  of  1844, 
and  then  removed  to  Bloomsburg,  Columbia  Co.,  Pa., 
where  he  became  clerk  in  the  store  of  Elias  Wertman, 
and  remained  two  years.  During  the  latter  part  of 
this  period  the  store  was  removed  to  Rohrsburg,  Co- 
lumbia Co.,  Mr.  Kistler  remaining  with  him  until  the 
spring  of  1846,  when  he  again  returned  to  Saegersville, 
Pa.,  Miller  &  Saeger  having  dissolved  partnership, 
and  Peter  Miller  becoming  the  proprietor  of  the 
store,  under  whom  he  served  as  clerk  until  1859, 
and  then  became  sole  proprietor,  continuing  thus 
until  1870. 

In  1848  he  was  elected  justice  of  the  peace,  and, 
with  the  exception  of  several  short  intervals,  has  since 
that  date  held  the  office.  The  intervals  occurred 
during  his  period  of  service  in  the  State  Legislature 
and  while  under  the  appointment  as  associate  judge. 
During  the  entire  time  from  1848,  in  connection  with 
his  business,  he  was  actively  employed  as  justice  of 
the  peace,  and  served  under  appointments  of  the 
court  as  auditor,  surveyor,  executor,  administrator  in 
settling  estates,  etc.  He  was  also  identified  with  the 
general  business  of  the  county.  In  1854  he  was 
elected  to  the  office  of  county  auditor,  and  served  as 
such  for  the  term  of  three  years.    In  1859  he  was 


elected  from  Lehigh  and  Carbon  Counties  to  the 
Legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  serving  during  the  term 
of  1860. 

His  first  Presidential  vote  was  cast  for  Henry  Clay, 
at  Bloomsburg,  in  1844.  He  was  frequently  elected 
as  a  delegate  to  the  State  conventions,  and  was  at  the 
convention  held  in  Chicago  in  1860,  which  nominated 
Abraham  Lincoln  for  President.  He  was  also  at  the 
convention  in  Philadelphia  when  Gen.  Grant  was 
nominated  for  his  second  term.  Mr.  Kistler  has  been 
treasurer  of  the  school  board  of  Heidelberg  township 
since  the  introduction  of  the  free-school  system,  and 
assisted  in  the  organization  of  the  schools  of  the  town- 
ship while  meeting  great  opposition. 

He  is  one  of  the  original  directors  of  the  Farmers' 
Union  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  also  one  of  the  original  directors  of  the 
National  Bank  of  Slatington,  Pa.,  as  also  president  of 
the  Saegersville  Slate-Quarrying  and  Manufacturing 
Company. 

He  was  married  to  Matilda  Miller,  a  daughter  of 
the  before-mentioned  Peter  Miller,  in  1849,  to  whom 
were  born  a  daughter — Mary  Magdalena — and  a  son, 
— Samuel  J.  Kistler,  Jr.  He  is  a  Lutheran,  and  a 
member  of  the  Heidelberg  Church,  near  Saegersville. 


CHAPTEE    XXV. 


LOWHILL    TOWNSHIP.i 


LowHiLL,  the  smallest  of  the  townships  of  Lehigh 
County,  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  Heidelberg  and 
Lynn,  on  the  west  by  Weissenberg,  on  the  south  by 
Upper  Macungie  and  South  Whitehall,  and  on  the 
east  by  North  Whitehall. 

Jordan  Creek  enters  the  township  on  the  north,  and 
flows  in  an  exceedingly  tortuous  course  to  Weidas- 
ville,  and  thence  flows  northeasterly  along  the  foot  of 
a  range  of  hills  out  of  the  township,  which,  however, 
it  enters  farther  south.  It  furnishes  power  for  a  num- 
ber of  mills,  and  Lyon  Creek,  which  empties  into  the 
Jordan  above  Weidasville,  turns  the  wheels  of  at  least 
one. 

The  soil  of  this  township  is  well  adapted  to  the 
raising  of  wheat,  rye,  corn,  oats,  and  potatoes,  of 
which  rye  and  potatoes  are  the  principal  crops.  Along 
the  creeks  the  land  is  very  fertile,  while  upon  the  hills 
it  is  not  so  good.  The  township  is  hilly  and  abounds 
in  springs,  which  are  an  important  source  of  the 
streams  we  have  mentioned. 

The  township  contains  six  school-houses  and  a 
half-interest  in  one  in  Heidelberg,  two  churches,  four 
post-offices,  five  hotels,  one  tannery,  six  grist-mills, 
two  saw-mills,  and  three  stores.  The  people  are  chiefly 
engaged  in  farming. 

1  Acknowledgments  to  B.  H.  Knerr,  Esq.,  for  assistance  in  gathering 
material. 
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Organization  of  Township.— The  Quarter  Ses- 
sions Court  of  Northampton  County,  at  a  session  held 
the  18th  day  ofDecemher,  1753,  passed  the  following, 
which  is  on  record,  and  is  the  act  that  erected  Low- 
hill  into  a  township : 

"  The  petition  of  Peter  Der  that  a  large  tract  of 
land  bounded  on  the  east  by  Whitehall  township,  on 
the  south  by  Weissenberg  and  Macungie  townships, 
and  by  Heidelberg  township  on  the  north,  may  be 
formed  into  a  township  be  allowed." 

There  is  no  record  of  the  bestowal  of  the  name,  but 
from  this  time  forward  Lowhill  is  recognized  as  a 
township.  "Peter  Terr  or  Der"  was  appointed  con- 
stable of  Lowhill  township  Sept.  16,  1755. 

Land-Warrants. — The  following  persons  took  up 
land  in  Lowhill  upon  warrants  dated  as  here  in- 
dicated : 

Michael  Aver,  Feb.  9, 1760 38 

Peter  Boll,  Aug.  16,  1760 38 

Valeutine  Bermirhoff,  April  22,1752 63 

Peter  Boll,  Feb.  a,  1775 S3 

Martin  Buchnian,  March  20,1767 42 

Martin  Buchman,  Sept.  28,  1768 31 

John  Bei>T,  May  19, 1767 64 

Adam  Cline,  March  2h,  1761 217 

John  Correll,  April  26, 1751 61 

John  Correll,  Not.26,  17B4 15 

Peter  Derr,  Feb.  7,  1747 61 

Peter  Doutface,  Sept.  26,  1747 127 

Michael  Dieber,  Nov.  21,  1786 28 

Andrew  Eshbach,  June  17, 1766 ; 68 

Martin  Bighler,  March  18,1767 67 

Martin  Eighler,  Match  Is,  1767 31 

Andrew  Eshbach,  April  2S,  1767 42 

George  Ebenhart,  June  3, 1767 44 

Martin  Entert,  Aug.  31,  1767 22 

Jacob  Froch,  Oct.  <J,  1752 36 

Henry  Fuerbach,  Oct.  23, 1763 91 

Peter  Frantz,  March  11,  1789 12 

Philip  Fenstermacher,  May  12,  1767 60 

Henry  Houser,  Oct.  25.  1744 125 

Chriatian  Hoffman,  March  17,1785 42 

John  Hartman,  Feb.  24, 1789 6 

Jacob  Horner,  March  23,  1767 16 

John  Hartman,  Sept.  28, 1768 2 

Michael  Kimball,  Nov.  21,  1746 189 

Philip  Kerger,  Jan.  17,  1754 41 

George  Kint,  April  14,  1757 98 

John  Klotz,  Feb.  1,  1775 30 

Henry  Krellon,  April  10, 1766 102 

Jacob  Klotz,  March  16,  1767 69 

Jacob  Klotz,  Nov.  10,  1767 39 

Michael  Mosser,  March  23,  1767 79 

Peter  Neider,  March  30, 1768 63 

George  Oldwine,  Nov.  2, 1758 69 

John  Conrad  Redd,  May  25, 1743 90 

Jacob  Kiffle,  June  3,  1746 .'■  134 

Maudlin  Bobenholder,  April  11, 1749 94 

Andrew  Bees.  Nov.  15,  1760 58 

David  RifBe,  Jan.  8, 1752 64 

Jacob  Eow,  Oct.  21,1766 68 

Zachary  Satler,  March  6,  1749 80 

Henry  Shedd,  May  9, 1753 67 

John  Christian  Stahl,  Nov.  28, 17.63 148 

Peter  Sell,  Oct.  1,  1766 40 

Andrew  Sendell,  Oct.  21,  1766 41 

Andrew  Slicer,  Nov.  10, 1767 24 

Keynard  Vogdeaa,  Nov.  4,1745 126 

John  Wolfshurter,  April  27, 1748 88 

Jacob  Weimer,  June  7, 1768 : 12 

Of  these  names,  only  those  of  Philip  Fenstermacher, 
Peter  Frantz,  Christian  Hoffman,  John  Hartman, 
John  Klotz,  Michael  Mosser,  Jacob  Eow,  and  Peter 
Sell  appear  on  the  assessment-roll  of  1781,  which 
would  indicate  that  all  of  the  others  who  had  taken 
out  warrants  were  non-residents  at  that  time.  Fol- 
lowing is  the  roll : 

Taxable  Residents  in  1781— According  to  the  as- 
sessment for  Lowhill  made  by  the  commissioners  of 
Northampton  County  in  1781,  the  following  pensons 
were  then  property-owners : 


Peter  Bohl. 
Andrew  Buchman. 
Jacob  Buchman. 
Nicholas  Burger. 
Gabriel  Boppenmeyer. 
Conrad  Biebelheimer. 
Andrew  Dobber. 
Michael  Dieber. 
Jacob  Dornor. 
Stophel  Eiller. 
Tobias  Bber. 
John  Eber. 
Jost  Fries. 

Philip  Fenstermacher. 
Leonard  Fry. 
Peter  Frantz. 
Jacob  Fritz. 
John  Fry. 
Peter  Fues. 
Adam  Geiss. 
Simon  George. 
John  George. 
George  George. 
Jnst  George. 
Lawrence  George. 
Henry  George. 
Jacob  Heilman. 
Jacob  Huner. 
Christian  Hotfman. 
John  Hartman. 
Henry  Hartman. 
Peter  Hartman. 
Peter  Heilman. 


Christian  Heilman. 
Michael  Deeber. 


Jacob  Housman. 
John  Klolz. 
Abraham  Knerr. 
George  Knadler. 
Henry  Kragolo. 
Caspar  Klotz. 
Peter  Kocher. 
George  Krauss. 
Stofle  Keep. 
Martin  Keep. 
Peter  Knodler. 
Widow  Loieaer. 
Michael  Mosser. 
Tobias  Mosser. 
Paul  Paulns. 
Jacob  Kowe. 
Jacob  Rowe,  Jr. 
GtMirge  Rowe. 
Matthias  Riffle. 
Peter  Rish. 
George  Stern. 
George  Sin. 
Andrew  Sandle. 
Paul  Shoemaker. 
Peter  Sell. 
George  Snyder. 
Ludwig  Smith. 
Widow  Smith. 
Caspar  Thomas. 
Adam  Thomas. 
Martin  Wuchter. 
John  Wuchter. 
Andrew  Knerr. 

Single  Freemen. 

Jacob  Shoemaker. 


Abram  Knerr  and  Michael  Mosser  are  each  assessed 
six  pounds,  the  highest  in  the  township,  and  all 
others  are  assessed  three  pounds  and  below.  The 
total  amount  of  tax  was  £207  18s.  8d.  George  Krous 
was  collector. 

Early  Settlements. — The  name  that  appears  in 
connection  with  the  earliest  warrant  for  land  in  Low- 
hill township  is  that  of  "John  Conrad  Redd,  in  1743. 
He  is  followed  respectively  by  Henry  Houser,  1744 ; 
Michael  Kimball  and  Richard  Vogdeas,  1745 ;  Jacob 
Riffle,  1746  ;  Peter  Derr  and  Peter  Doutface,  1747 ; 
John  Wolfshuster,  1748 ;  Maudlin  Robenholder  and 
Zachary  Seller,  1749;  Andrew  Rees,  Michael  Aver, 
and  Peter  Ball,  1750 ;  Adam  Cline  and  John  Cowell, 
1751 ;  David  Riffle,  Valentine  Bermishoff,  Jacob 
Froch,  1752;  Henry  Shedd,  John  Christian  Stohl, 
Henry  Fuerboch,  1753;  Philip  Kerger,  1754;  George 
Kint,  1757 ;  George  Oldwine,  1758. 

Of  these  names,  none  appear  in  the  assessment-roll 
of  1781.  A  Mathias  Riffle  appears  in  that  year,  but 
does  not  occur  in  the  assessment  of  1812.  Peter  Ball 
took  out  a  warrant  for  land  in  1775.  The  land  owned 
by  Henry  Fuerboch  was  sold  to  John  Horner,  of  New 
Jersey,  who  later  sold  to  George  Krouss,  by  whose 
descendants  it  is  still  owned.  Peter  Derr,  who  pre- 
sented the  petition  to  court  for  the  erection  of  the 
township,  and  who  was  the  constable  in  1755,  had 
two  sons,  Peter  and  Christian,  who  were  in  the  town- 
ship from  1812  to  1825,  but  whose  names  do  not  ap- 
pear in  the  assessment  of  1812.    They  lived  on  the 
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farm  Daniel  Miller  now  owns.  Frona  1758  till  1764 
there  are  no  entries  of  warrants.  In  that  year  John 
Cowell  took  out  a  warrant  for  fifteen  acres.  Michael 
Mosser  took  out  a  warrant  in  March,  1767,  for  seventy- 
nine  acres  of  land,  but  i)revious  to  that  time,  March 
12,  1760,  he  purchased  a  part  of  a  large  tract  of  land 
which  had  been  warranted  to  John  Deter  Bauman, 
which  warrant  bears  date  May  23,  1751  (his  name  is 
not  in  the  list  of  warrantees).  This  property  later 
came  into  possession  of  Peter  Klein,  whose  son,  Jacob, 
settled  upon  it  about  1806. 

Michael  Mosser  erected  a  mill  on  the  property  he 
took  out  by  warrant  soon  after  its  purchase  in  1767. 
It  was  on  the  other  side  of  the  creek  from  what  is 
known  as  the  Hollenbuch  Mill,  which  was  erected  by 
Michael  Mosser  about  the  year  1800.  This  mill  was 
in  possession  of  the  Mossers  until  1845,  when  John 
Hollenbuch,  a  son-in-law  of  Philip  Mosser,  became 
owner,  by  "whom  it  was  held  till  1858,  when  it  came 
into  possession  of  Moses  Hollenbuch,  the  present  pro- 
prietor. 

In  1781,  Michael  and  Tobias  Mosser  were  owners  of 
property,  and  in  1812,  Michael,  Tobias,  Abraham,  and 
Philip  Mosser  were  owners  of  real  estate. 

John  Hartman  took  out  a  warrant  for  land  at  what 
is  now  Bittner's  Corners  in  1768  and  in  1789.  Soon 
after  the  latter  purchase  Andreas  Bittner,  a  native  of 
Germany,  purchased  the  property  of  John  Hartman, 
having  previously  purchased  land  adjoining.  Here 
several  of  his  children  were  born,  but  about  1800  he 
moved  to  Weiasenberg,  where  he  died.  His  children 
were  John,  Andreas,  Jacob,  Peter,  Henry,  Benjamin, 
and  Daniel,  Marie  (Mrs.  David  Wille),  Lydia  (Mrs. 
Sebastian  Wille),  and  Katrina  (Mrs.  Joseph  Wille). 
They  all  settled  in  Lowhill  and  Weissenberg.  Jacob 
was  born  in  Lowhill  in  1790,  and  when  he  arrived  at 
years  of  maturity  settled  upon  the  land  his  father  pur- 
chased many  years  before.  He  bought  the  old  Jacob 
Beeker  Mill,  and  carried  it  on  till  about  1863,  when 
he  went  to  Pleasant  Corners,  in  Heidelberg  township, 
and  lived  with  a  son,  and  died  about  the  year  1873, 
aged  eighty-three  years.  The  mill  property  came  into 
possession  of  his  son,  Jacob  Bittner,  by  whom  it  is 
still  held.  Daniel  Bittner,  the  youngest  son  of  An- 
dreas, came  to  Lowhill  in  1836,  and  worked  at  the 
mill  with  his  brother  for  a  time,  and  about  1845 
started  a  store  at  Lyon  Valley,  and  soon  after  a  tavern 
in  connection  with  it.  Daniel  Bittner  is  now  the  pro- 
prietor of  the  Pennsylvania  House  at  Allentown. 

Abraham  Knerr,  the  ancestor  of  the  Knerrs  of 
Lowhill,  was  born  in  the  year  1714  (but  where  is  not 
known),  probably  in  Germany.  He  came  to  Lowhill 
between  the  years  1748  and  1760,  and  took  up  a  tract 
of  land  at  the  Jordan  Creek,  about  three  hundred 
acres.  He  had  two  sons,  John  and  Andrew.  To  his 
son,  John,  he  gave  a  tract  of  land  in  Weissenberg  (near 
where  Claussville  now  is,  and  at  present  owned  by 
Levi  Knerr),  and  to  his  son  Andrew  he  gave  the  tract 
at  the  Jordan  (part  of  it  was  conveyed  to  him  on  May 


18,  1784).  He  died  April  21,  1793,  at  the  age  of  sev- 
enty-nine years.  H^  lived  in  wedlock  fifty-two  years. 
Andrew  married  Catharine  Elizabeth  Schall,  and 
had  thirteen  children,  of  whom  four  died  young. 
Among  those  who  came  to  maturity  were  Abraham, 
born  Jan.  16,  1783  (married  to  Gertrude  Smith),  who 
kept  the  hotel  at  Claussville  between  the  years  1810 
and  1820,  and  later  the  hotel  at  Hynemansville,  in 
Weissenberg.  Catharine,  born  Dec.  23, 1784,  married 
Paul  Kramlich,  and  settled  in  Ohio.  Andrew,  born 
February,  1787,  married  Elizabeth  Kocher,  and 
bought  a  part  of  the  old  homestead  from  his  father 
on  Aug.  17,  1816,  and  another  tract  on  May  13,  1822, 
in  all  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres.  He  lived 
all  his  life  in  Lowhill,  and  died  in  June,  1865,  at  the 
age  of  seventy-eight  years;  his  wife  died  four  years 
before,  and  both  were  buried  at  the  Union  Church 
Cemetery.  Anna  Maria,  born  Feb.  10,  1796,  married 
Jacob  Brobst.  Two  daughters  are  living,  one  a  widow, 
Matilda  Eomig,  living  at  Allentown  with  her  children 
and  grandchildren  and  her  sister  Abbey,  the  wife  of 
Levi  Knerr,  merchant,  at  Claussville.  Elizabeth,  born 
Aug.  27,  1798,  married  Peter  KuhnSj^ of  Lowhill.  In 
the  early  time  of  Allentown  they  kept  a  hotel  at  the 
corner  of  Tenth  and  Hamilton  Streets.  Her  only 
daughter,  Mrs.  Mary  Young,  widow  of  the  late  Col. 
E.  B.  Young  (who  was  at  one  time  mayor  of  the  city 
of  Allentown),  is  living  at  Allentown  with  her  chil- 
dren. Salome,  born  Aug.  21,  1800,  married  George 
Braveber,  who  left  early  for  Union  County,  Pa.,  where 
her  descendants  are  living.  David,  born  Sept.  29, 
1803,  married  Sarah  Horn.  He  took  the  original  old 
home  where  the  ancestor,  Abraham,  first  settled,  and 
held  the  same  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  De- 
cember, 1864,  at  the  age  of  sixty-one  years.  His 
widow  is  still  living  at  Allentown.  Elias,  born  April 
1, 1806,  intermarried  to  a  Miss  Peiffer,  went  to  Crawford 
County,  Pa.,  where  he  died.  His  descendants  are  still 
living  there.  Andrew  Knerr,  Jr.,  of  the  third  gener- 
ation, who  bought  a  part  of  the  original  tract,  had 
nine  children,  who  came  to  maturity.  Polly,  married 
to  Charles  Bachman,  lived  in  Washington  township, 
this  county,  where  her  husband  conducted  a  tannery. 
In  the  year  1866  they  left  for  Wisconsin,  where  they 
are  still  living.  Amos  left  when  young  for  New  York 
State,  and  thence  went  to  Kalamazoo,  Mich.,  of  which 
place  he  was  one  of  the  early  settlers.  He  was  mar- 
ried there,  and  died  there  in  1883.  Jonas  married 
Susan  Muehlhaus  (a  daughter  of  the  late  John 
Henry  Muehlhaus,  who  came  from  Hessen,  Ger- 
many, and  taught  German  schools  in  different 
parts  of  the  county  during  the  period  of  the  German 
schools).  Jonas  and  his  wife  are  still  living.  At  his 
father's  death  he  bought  a  tract  of  twenty-two  acres 
from  the  old  tract,  which  adjoined  his  other  land. 
Owen,  who  first  married  Susan  Geddes,  a  native  of 
Union  County,  still  living  in  the  township  with  his 
second  wife,  Mary  Hartman,  a  descendant  of  the  old 
Hartman  family  of  Lowhill.     Aaron,  who   married 
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Mary  Hoffman,  living  at  Allentown.  Stephen,  who 
left  for  Kalamazoo,  Mich.,  where  he  settled  and  re- 
mained during  his  life ;  died  about  seven  years  ago. 
Mary,  married  to  ^Mosea  Heilman,  is  living  at  Allen- 
town.  Amelia,  who  married  Alfred  B.  Hallman,  died 
1868.  Alvin,  the  youngest,  is  living  in  Monroe 
County,  Pa. 

Of  David  Knerr's  family,— Sarah  married  John  Hol- 
lenbach,  and  lived  in  Lowhill  till  after  the  death  of 
her  husband,  which  occurred  in  the  beginning  of  the 
seventies,  when  she  was  married  to  Frank  Herber,  at 
present  living  in  Weissenberg.  Mo.ses,  married  to 
Amanda  Clauss  (a  daughter  of  Daniel  Clauss,  after 
whom  Claussville  was  named),  is  living,  and  the 
owner  of  the  old  original  homestead,  of  which  he 
came  in  possession  at  his  father's  death,  making  a 
continuous  possession  to  the  Knerrs  from  one  genera- 
tion to  the  other  for  about  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
four  years.  Hiram,  married  to  Leanna  Boeder,  is 
living  at  Washington  township.  Joseph,  married  to 
a  Miss  Quier,  is  at  present  a  widower,  living  at  Allen- 
town.  Carolina,  married  to  Jon.  Kemerer,  went  to 
Iowa,  where  she  died.  Amanda  married  Lewis  Peter, 
and  died  about  fifteen  years  ago.  David  Franklin, 
married  to  Helen  Wetherhold,  is  living  at  Allentown. 
John  Andrew,  married  to  Sarah  Wetherhold,  sister  of 
the  above,  is  in  Allentown.  Louisa,  married  to  James 
Major,  is  also  living  at  Allentown.  David,  the  above, 
and  his  wife,  Sarah,  had  thirteen  children.  Jonas 
Knerr,  son  of  Andrew,  has  three  children, — one  daugh- 
ter and  two  sons.  Catharine,  married  to  J.  B.  Heller, 
who  died  1864,  lives  at  Allentown.  Willoughby,  mar- 
ried to  Martha  Schlicker,  lives  in  this  township.  E. 
Henry,  married  to  Isabella  S.  Diehl,  is  living  at 
Weidasville,  holding  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace 
of  Lowhill  township. 

Owen  Knerr's  children  are  Samuel,  living  in  San 
Francisco,  Cal. ;  William,  living  in  Dakota  Terri- 
tory ;  James,  married  to  Amelia  Wanamaker,  living 
at  Kreidersville,  Northampton  County;  Elizabeth, 
married  to  Byron  Rupert,  living  in  Monroe  County; 
Ada,  married  to  Willoughby  Miller,  living  at  Allen- 
town ;  Asa,  married  to  Laura  Knauss,  in  North  White 
Hall '  township ;  Milton  J.,  in  Dakot^  Territory; 
Albert  Eugene,  in  Paw  Paw,  Mich. ;  and  Mary  J., 
Calvin,  Emily,  and  Ida,  who,  being  young,  still  reside 
in  the  township. 

Michael  Deiber,  the  ancestor  of  the  Deibers  of 
Lehigh  County,  emigrated  from  Sweden  to  America 
and  settled  in  North  Whitehall,  in  what  is  known  as 
Deiber's  Dale,  some  time  prior  to  1786,  in  which  year 
he  obtained  a  warrant.  Among  his  children  his  son 
Michael  came  with  him  from  the  mother-country,  and 
when  he  came  to  maturity  he  removed  to  Lowhill,  and 
by  warrant  took  a  whole  section  of  land  lying  at  the 
Jordan  part  of  which  is  now  in  North  Whitehall. 
He  had  four  sons,-Michael,  Daniel,  John,  Jonathan, 
—and  one  daughter.  ,   _     .  , 

Michael  married  Salome  Newhard,  Daniel  married 
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Miss  Buohman,  John  married  as  his  first  wife  Miss 
Knauss,  and  as  his  second,  Miss  Moyer,  Jonathan 
married  Miss  Dreisbach,  Catharine  married  Philipp 
Peter.  Michael  had  three  sons, — Dennis,  Reuben, 
and  Solomon, — and  one  daughter,  who  died  young. 
He  and  his  brothers  took  the  old  tract  and  divided  it, 
Michael  taking  that  part  lying  on  the  south  side  of 
the  Jordan  and  John  keeping  the  homestead,  and 
Daniel  and  Jonathan  taking  the  rest.  At  his  death 
his  two  sons,  Dennis  and  Reuben,  came  in  possession, 
Reuben  taking  his  father's  house  and  part  of  the  land, 
and  Dennis  the  other  part.  Reuben  is  still  living  and 
owns  part  of  the  original  section  ;  the  rest  of  the  land 
is  divided  up  into  small  lots,  on  which  the  village  of 
Ruhtown  stands. 

Jacob  Klotz,  the  ancestor  of  the  Klotzs  of  Lowhill, 
emigrated  from  Germany  with  his  wife,  who  was  born 
in  Uteloch.  He  took  out  a  warrant  for  a  tract  of 
land  in  Lowhill  in  March  of  1767,  and  another  in 
November  of  the  same  year,  lying  between  the  site 
of  the  Morgenlander  Church  and  the  Jordan  (now 
owned  by  Owen  Knerr).  They  had  two  sons,  John 
and  Caspar.  John  married  Franconia  Krouse,  and 
took  out  a  warrant  for  thirty  acres  of  land  in  Lowhill 
in  February,  1775.  In  1781,  John  and  Caspar  Klotz 
were  each  assessed  on  land  in  Lowhill  township. 

John  had  five  sons — John,  George,  Jacob,  Christian, 
and  Daniel,  the  latter  being  twins — and  four  daughters, 
— Barbara,  Polly,  Catharine,  and  Maria. 

John,  Jacob,  Christian,  and  Daniel  all  settled  in 
Mahoning  township.  Carbon  Co.,  where  they  died. 
The  Hon.  Robert  Klotz,  of  Mauch  Chunk,  is  a  son  of 
Christian,  and  has  the  baptismal  record  of  his  father 
and  other  records  of  the  family.  George  kept  the  old 
homestead. 

John  took  that  part  lying  near  where  now  the 
Morgenlander  Church  stands,  and  erected  a  building 
thereon,  but  later  moved  to  East  Penn  township,  now 
Mahoning,  Carbon  Co.  About  the  year  1825,  George, 
the  father  and  grandfather  of  the  Klotzs,  of  Lowhill, 
opened  a  hotel  at  the  old  stand,  which  he  kept  till  a 
few  years  before  his  death,  when  he  sold  his  property 
to  his  sons,  Jesse  and  George.  He  had  nine  sons, — 
Abraham,  who  died  at  the  age  of  sixteen ;  Andrew, 
married  to  Catharine  Semmel ;  George,  by  his  first 
marriage,  to  a  Miss  Haas,  and  by  his  second,  to  a  Mrs. 
Sell,  a  born  Dormoyer;  Stephen,  to  Judia  Weeder; 
Joel,  by  first  marriage,  to  a  Miss  Hausman,  and  by 
his  second,  to  a  Mrs.  Kern  ;  Peter,  to  a  Miss  Lowrey ; 
Jesse,  to  Lucinda  Smith ;  David,  who  died  single ;  and 
William;  also  two  daughters, — Sallie,  married  to 
Jacob  Miller ;  and  Elizabeth,  to  Elias  Stettler.  An- 
drew lived  in  the  township  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  about  seven  years  ago;  his  wife  died  a  few 
years  before.  They  are  both  buried  at  the  Morgen- 
lander Church.  They  had  eight  children  who  came 
to  maturity,  of  whom  Reuben  and  Solomon  are  still 
living  in  the  township,  and  the  others  in  different 
parts  of  the  county. 
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George  had  three  sons  and  four  daughters.  He 
owned  a  part  of  the  old  tract,  and  at  his  death  his 
youngest  son,  George,  came  in  possession  and  is  still 
the  owner  of  it.  He  died  about  twelve  years  ago, 
and  was  buried  at  the  Morgenlander  Church.  His 
other  son,  Frank,  owned  a  farm  near  the  old  home- 
stead (where  he  died  about  seven  years  ago),  and  it 
is  still  in  possession  of  the  heirs.  His  daughters  are 
living  at  Allentown. 

Stephen  and  his  wife  are  living  in  the  township. 

Jesse,  who  had  the  old  homestead,  sold  it  to  one  of 
George's  sons,  Frank,  in  the  year  1869  and  moved  to 
Allentown,  where  he  is  still  living  with  his  wife  and 
one  son.  His  two  daughters  are  also  liv;ing  at  Allen- 
town, and  one  son  in  Northampton  County  and  the 
other  in  Iowa. 

Joel  owned  a  farm  on  the  road  leading  from  Clauss- 
ville  to  Fogelsville,  where  he  kept  for  a  long  time  a 
hotel,  and  where,  in  early  times,  Balzer  Fritz  and, 
later,  Andrew  Shiferstine  kept  store  and  hotel.  He 
had  six  sons  and  four  daughters.  One  of  the  sons 
died  young.  Of  the  living,  Meno  is  in  the  township, 
Jeremiah  keeps  a  hotel  at  Guthsville,  Thompson  is  in 
Iowa,  Richard  is  a  miller  at  Cedar  Creek,  and  Frank 
(also  a  miller)  in  Ohio ;  Maria  was  married  to  Edwin 
Heberly,  at  Seigersville  ;  Sallie,  to  John  George,  at 
Weissenberg  ;  Matilda,  to  T.  D.  Frey,  prothouotary, 
at  Allentown ;  and  Louisa,  to  Frank  Good,  at  Seigers- 
ville, who  died  one  year  ago.  She  died  a  few  years 
before,  and  both  are  buried  at  the  Morgenlander 
Church.  His  second  wife  is  living  at  Allentown. 
William  left  when  young  for  Iowa,  where  he  is  still 
living.  Sallie,  married  to  Jacob  Miller,  is  still  living 
at  Allentown.  Elizabeth,  married  to  Elias  Stettler, 
is  also  living  at  Allentown. 

The  land  of  which  the  Shoemachers  came  in  posses- 
sion was  first  surveyed  on  a  warrant  dated  Nov.  4, 
1745  (containing  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres,  lying 
near  the  Jordan,  in  the  upper  part  of  the  township), 
to  one  Raynard  Vogdeas,  who,  on  the  21st  of  May, 
1746,  conveyed  the  land  to  John  Johnston,  who 
assigned  all  his  right  to  the  said  warrant  and  land  to 
Joseph  Johnston  on  May  10,  1789,  who,  on  the  2d 
of  July,  1789,  assigned  the  same  to  Paul  Schu- 
macher, the  ancestors  of  the  Schumachers  of  Low- 
hill.  Among  his  children  Jacob  remained  in  the 
township,  and  his  father  by  deed  confirmed  the  said 
warrant  to  him  on  Dec.  26,  1789.  He  (Jacob)  had 
three  sons,  one  of  whom  died  young,  and  John  and 
Peter  still  living,  the  former  at  the  age  of  ninety 
years  (he  being  the  oldest  inhabitant  of  Lowhill), 
and  Peter,  living  at  Allentown,  aged  eighty ;  Eliza- 
beth married  a  Becker,  Catharine  married  John  Hol- 
ben.  Eve  died  young ;  Lydia,  who  married  Dan 
Hollenbach,  is  still  living.  John  had  five  sons — 
John,  Peter,  Benjamin,  John,  and  Daniel — and 
three  daughters, — Caroline,  Fyenna,  and  Sallie. 
John,  Benjamin,  Daniel,  and  Sallie  are  still  inhab- 
itants of  the  township.     Peter  had  three  sons — Solo- 


mon and  Jacob,  and  one  died  young — and  two 
daughters.  His  son  Solomon  is  living  in  the  town- 
ship, and  Jacob  is  in  Indiana. 

Jacob  (to  whom  Paul  conveyed  his  land  on  Dec.  26, 
1789)  granted  the  same  to  his  sons,  John  and  Peter, 
on  Dec.  7,  1833. 

John  sold  his  part  to  his  sons,  Benjamin  and  Daniel, 
and  Peter,  on  the  21st  of  April,  1868,  sold  his  tract 
(fifty-three  acres)  to  his  son,  Jacob,  who,  on  March 
2,  1880,  sold  it  to  Daniel  (a  son  of  John),  who,  on 
the  27th  of  June,  1882,  sold  it  to  his  sister,  Sallie. 

Peter  Klein,  a  native  of  Germany,  settled  in  Weis- 
senberg, adjoining  the  family  of  Grim.  About  1800 
he  purchased  a  tract  of  land  of  Michael  Mosser,  which 
was  warranted  by  John  Deter  Bouman.  His  son,  Lo- 
rentz,  moved  upon  this  land,  stayed  a  few  years,  and 
returned  home.  John  Jacob  Klein,  a  younger  brother, 
married  Susanna,  a  daughter  of  Peter  Gross,  of  White- 
hall township,  and  settled  upon  this  farm  about  the 
year  1806.  He  lived  upon  it  all  his  days,  and  died 
there.  His  sons  were  Jonathan,  Charles,  Joseph, 
Samuel,  David,  and  Solomon.  Jonathan  and  Samuel 
settled  near  Laury's  Station,  where  they  died.  Charles 
settled  in  Weissenberg,  on  the  homestead  of  his  grand- 
father. Joseph  settled  in  the  upper  part  of  the  town- 
ship, and  rebuilt  the  old  Fenstermacher  mill  in  1848. 
He  lived  at  the  place  seventeen  years,  and  then  moved 
to  Allentown,  where  he  now  resides.  David  settled 
on  the  homestead,  and  remained  there  ten  years,  and 
moved  to  North  Whitehall,  where  he  now  lives.  Sol- 
omon lived  upon  the  homestead,  and  about  1873  built 
the  present  mill,  now  owned  by  James  Schlicker.  He 
later  moved  to  Hokendauqua,  and  now  resides  in  Al- 
lentown. Of  the  daughters,  Polly  became  the  wife  of 
the  Hon.  David  Laury,  of  Laury's  Station.  She  died 
in  1878  ;  Sarah  (Mrs.  James  Newhard)  now  resides  in 
North  Whitehall ;  Catharine  (Mrs.  Reuben  Newhard) 
resided  in  the  same  township  till  after  the  death  of 
her  husband,  when  she  removed  to  Allentown,  where 
she  now  resides;  Hetty  (Mrs.  Daniel  Nagle)  moved 
to  Ohio ;  Hannah  (Mrs.  Ephraim  T.  Long)  settled  in 
Egypt,  Whitehall  township ;  Maria  (Mrs.  Charles 
Deshler)  died  in  1870 ;  Susanna  (Mrs.  Josiah  Shirer) 
settled  in  North  Whitehall. 

George  Knauss  purchased  the  land  now  owned  by 
his  grandson,  Reuben  Knauss,  before  1781,  of  James 
Horner,  who  purchased  it  of  the  warrantee,  Henry 
Fuerbach.  He  had  three  sons, — Andrew,  Jacob,  and 
John.  Andrew  settled  on  the  homestead,  where  his 
son,  Reuben,  now  resides.  Jacob  removed  to  Lynn 
township,  and  John  to  Weissenberg. 

Peter  Koehn ,  a  resident  of  the  township  before  1781, 
lived  above  Bittner's  Corners.  Elias  Koehn,  now  in 
the  township,  is  a  descendant. 

Philip  Fenstermacher,  in  May,  1767,  warranted 
sixty-seven  acres,  and  later  purchased  other  land. 
He  lived  here  until  his  death,  which  occurred  before 
1812.  He  left  two  sons — Jacob  and  John — and  three 
daughters, — Mrs.  Jonathan  Klotz,  Mrs.  John  George, 
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and  Mrs.  Hantz.  Klotz  and  Hantz  settled  beyond 
the  Blue  Mountains,  and  George  in  Heidelberg.  Jacob 
settled  on  the  homestead,  and  also  owned  the  mill 
which  was  built  by  his  father,  Philip.  He  died  Feb. 
11,  1829,  aged  fifty-four  years,  and  left  sons, — Jonas, 
Charles,  and  Elias, — and  daughters,  Judith  (Mrs. 
Jonas  Klein),  Polly  (Mrs.  Solomon  Ziegler),  and  Mrs. 
Peter  Troxell,  of  Reading.  Jonas  and  Charles  are 
farmers  in  the  township,  Elias  and  Mrs.  Jonas  Klein 
reside  in  Allentown,  Mrs.  Ziegler  settled  at  the  mill 
property,  which  came  into  possession  of  her  husband. 
In  1848,  Joseph  Klein  purchased  the  mill  and  rebuilt 
and  enlarged  it.     It  now  belongs  to  William  Frey. 

Martin  Buchman  took  out  a  warrant  for  forty-two 
acres  of  land  March  20,  1767,  and  for  thirty-one  acres 
Sept.  28, 1768.  His  name  does  not  appear  among  the 
property-owners  in  1781,  but  Andrew  and  Jacob  Buch- 
man were  then  in  possession  of  his  lands.  In  1812, 
Andrew,  Peter,  and  John  were  assessed.  Andrew  set- 
tled on  land  now  owned  by  Solomon  Haas.  He  had 
two  sons, — Peter  and  Andrew.  Peter  settled  on  the 
homestead;  his  sons,  Peter  and  Levi,  live  in  Allen- 
town  ;  Andrew  located  on  land  north  of  the  home- 
stead. 

Jacob  Zimmerman,  the  first  of  the  name  in  Lowhill, 
was  born  in  Upper  Macungie.  His  wife  Kathrina 
(Knoppenberger)  was  also  a  native  of  Upper  Macungie. 
The  parents  of  Jacob  were  George  Wendel  Zimmer- 
man and  Elizabeth  Ziegler.  His  father,  who  was  a 
native  of  Germany,  emigrated  to  this  locality,  married 
and  settled  in  Upper  Macungie,  and  died  Oct.  5, 1823, 
aged  seventy-eight  years.  His  wife  also  died  at  the 
same  time,  and  they  were  buried  in  one  grave.  Jacob, 
one  of  his  sons,  came  to  Lowhill  in  1809,  and  settled 
on  land  now  in  possession  of  Reuben,  a  great-grand- 
son. His  children  were,— Jacob,  born  April  4,  1799 ; 
Jonathan,  Charles,  Solomon,  Julia  (Mrs.  Stephen 
Blois),  Lydia  (Mrs.  Peter  Miller),  and  Polly  (Mrs. 
Daniel  Bittner) .  Jacob  married  Elizabeth,  a  daughter 
of  Valentine  Werley.  He  was  a  surveyor  by  profes- 
sion, and  was  appointed  justice  of  the  peace  in  Jan- 
uary, 1832,  and  served  till  his  death,  April  30,  1888. 
He  kept  the  hotel  and  store  at  Lyon  Valley  many 
years.     His  son  Edwin  now  lives  in  Allentown. 

Jonathan,  brother  of  Jacob,  settled  on  the  home- 
stead, and  died  there.  His  son;  Reuben,  now  occupies 
the  farm.  Julia  (Mrs.  Stephen  Blois)  settled  in  Wash- 
ington township.  Charles  was  a  carpenter,  resided  in 
Allentown,  and  died  in  1871.  Solomon  and  his  sister 
Lydia  (Mrs.  Peter  Miller)  reside  in  Heidelberg.  Polly 
(Mrs  Daniel  Bitner)  resides  in  Allentown.  Mrs.  Diehl 
and  Mrs.  Sherer,  sisters  of  the  first  Jacob,  settled  in 
Lowhill  township,  where  they  have  descendants. 

In  1781  there  were  assessed  Simon,  John,  George, 
Jost  Lawrence,  and  Henry,  of  the  family  of  George. 
In  1812  Andrew  George  and  Christiana  George  (a 
widow)  were  the  only  ones  whose  names  appeared. 
Jacob  George,  born  in  1795,  married  the  daughter  of 
Jacob  Woodring,  and  in  1826  became  the  landlord  of 


the  "  Leather  Corner  Post"  tavern,  which  he  kept  until 
his  death  in  1878,  at  the  age  of  eighty-seven  years. 
His  wife  still  survives  him.  John  George  married  a 
daughter  of  Philip  Fenstermacher  and  settled  in 
Heidelberg. 

John  Hartman,  who  took  up  land  in  1768  and  in 
1789,  was  also  here  in  1801,  and  lived  on  Jordan  Creek, 
as  in  that  year,  February  13th,  the  commissioners  of 
Northampton  Covinty  met  at  his  house  and  made  an 
agreement  with  John  and  Henry  Hartman  to  built  a 
bridge  across  Jordan  Creek,  near  the  house  of  John 
Hartman,  in  consideration  of  five  hundred  and  ninety- 
four  dollars  and  eighty-nine  cents.  The  bridge  was 
completed  Jan.  11,  1808.  In  1812,  Christian,  Jacob, 
Henry,  and  John  Hartman  were  owners  of  real  estate. 
Leonard  Frey,  a  native  of  Germany,  settled,  prior 
to  1781,  on  the  farm  now  owned  by  Peter  Frey,  his 
great-grandson.  He  had  sons, — John,  Peter,  and  Mi- 
chael. John  was  here  until  after  1812,  but  eventually 
emigrated  to  the  West.  Peter  Frey  had  four  sons, — 
Joseph,  Michael,  Nathan,  and  Peter.  Joseph  settled 
at  Kutztown,  where  he  now  is,  and  the  other  three  re- 
mained in  Lowhill.  Michael  died  a  number  of  years 
since. 

Peter  Weida  came  from  Berks  County  in  1803,  and 
settled  on  one  hundred  and  seventy  acres  of  land 
about  two  miles  north  of  Weidasville,  where  he  lived 
until  his  death  in  1837,  aged  seventy-six  years.  In 
1811  he  bought  the  land  on  which  Weidasville  was 
afterwards  built.  He  had  two  sons,  John  and  George, 
the  latter  of  whom  lived  on  the  old  homestead  farm, 
at  the  place  now  owned  by  Nathan  Shiver,  and  died 
there  many  years  ago.  He  left  a  family,  but  none  of 
its  members  are  now  in  the  township.  John  Weida 
married,  in  1807,  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  David  Kuntz, 
an  old  settler  of  the  township.  They  settled  in  1818, 
or  thereabouts,  at  what  is  now  Weidasville,  and  there 
John  Weida  died  in  1864,  at  the  age  of  seventy-seven. 
He  was  for  many  years  a  justice  of  the  peace,  and  was 
also  elected  to  the  General  Assembly.  His  children 
were  Benjamin,  Abigail,  David,  Anna,  Peter,  Saloma, 
and  Solomon.  Benjamin  settled  on  the  homestead, 
and  now  keeps  store  there.  Abigail  (Mrs.  Joseph 
Stein)  settled  in  Weissenberg.  David  is  now  in  Allen- 
town. Anna  (Mrs.  Benjamin  Kocher)  is  in  North 
Whitehall.  Peter  was  a  farmer  many  years,  and  now 
lives  in  Allentown.  Saloma  (Mrs.  William  Wetter- 
holt)  and  Solomon  settled  in  Reading. 

Andrew  Shifierstine,  a  step-son  of  Balzer  Fritz, 
lived  about  two  miles  southwest  of  Weidasville.  He 
was  a  justice  of  the  peace  and  kept  tavern.  He  had 
a  large  family.  His  daughter,  Eliza  (Mrs.  Daniel 
Knerr),  settled  near  Weidasville,  and  died  there  in 
1877.  John  settled  at  White  Haven.  Nathan  now 
lives  at  Tamaqua.  Maria  (Mrs.  David  Weida)  died 
March  11,  1877,  three  days  after  her  sister,  Mrs. 
Knerr.  Aaron  removed  to  New  Orleans.  Mary  died 
single.  Mrs.  Ephraim  Yohe,  Mrs.  Owen  Ruhe,  Mrs. 
Joseph  Goekle,  and  Mrs.  Wagner  were  also  daughters. 
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Nicholas  Slough,  a  settler  of  Upper  Macungie,  had 
a  son,  Joseph,  who  about  1830  moved  to  what  is  now 
Claussville  and  opened  a  store  there.  He  now  lives 
there,  but  is  not  in  business,  having  sold  the  store  to 
Levi  Knerr.  Two  of  his  sons,  F.  J.  Slough  and  W. 
C  J.  Slough,  became  homceopathic  physicians,  and  ai'e 
located  respectively  at  Allentown  and  Emaus.  Evan, 
a  son  of  Nicholas  Slough,  also  became  a  homceopathic 
physician,  and  is  now  in  South  Easton,  Another  son, 
Lucas,  died  in  Allentown  iu  1882.  Two  daughters, 
Mrs.  John  Shifferstine  and  Mrs.  Solomon  Brainard, 
reside  in  Upper  Macungie. 

Residents  in  1812. — The  following  were  the  taxable 
inhabitants  of  Lowhill  township  in  the  year  1812  : 

Jacob  KnausB. 
George  Klotz. 


Henry  Acker. 
Andrew  Buchman. 
John  Buchman. 
Andrew  Bittner. 
John  Bittner. 
Michael  Diebert,  Sr. 
Micliael  Diebert,  Jr. 
Christian  Belong. 
Daniel  Dieber. 
Solomon  Delong. 
Adam  Diehl. 
Solomon  Diehl. 
Sebastian  Ettel. 
Michael  Eberts. 
John  Eberts. 
Conrad  Eberte. 
Balzer  Fritz. 
Jacob  Fenstermacher, 
Peter  Frey. 
Michael  Frey. 
George  Folk. 
Peter  Frey,  Jr. 
Andrew  George. 
Christina  George  (widow). 
Henry  Haas,  Esq. 
George  Haas. 
Frederick  Holben. 
Christian  Holben. 

Christian  Haupt. 
Jacob  Hausman. 
ChrJBtiaa  Hausman. 
Peter  Hollenbach. 
George  Hollenbach. 
Christian  Hartman. 
Jacob  Hartman. 
Henry  Hartman. 
Jacob  Haaf. 
George  Hellman. 
Tobias  Heilmau. 
Jacob  Heilman. 
George  Haaf. 
Nicholas  Hernniger. 
Conrad  Jacoby. 
Adam  KnauBB. 
Conrad  Knerr. 
Andrew  Knerr. 
David  Kuntz. 
Simon  Kocher. 
Caapor  Klotz. 
Andrew  Knerr. 
Jacob  Kline. 


Andrew  Andrew. 
Jacob  Leissa. 
John  Lepig. 
Jacob  Muthard. 
John  Muthard. 
Philip  Moaser. 
Solomon  Hottenstine. 
Michael  Moser. 
Abraham  Moser. 
Tobias  Moaer. 
Nicholas  Ocher. 
Martin  Oertal. 
John  Peter,  Sr. 
John  Peter,  Jr. 
George  Rau,  Sr. 
Andrew  Rupp, 
John  Rau. 
George  Rau,  Jr. 
Jacob  Resh. 
Christian  Smidt. 
Andrew  Shnable. 
Christian  Seager. 
John  Smidt,  Sr. 
Daniel  Seigfried. 
Henry  Smidt. 
John  Sherer. 
Andrew  Shifferstine. 
John  Stern. 
Michael  Stern. 
Jacob  Shoemaker. 
Nicholas  Seibert. 
John  Smith,  Jr. 
John  Weaver. 
Peter  Weida. 
John  Weida. 
Emanuel  Wetzell. 
Jacob  Zimmerman. 
Jacob  Beaker. 
Peter  Buchman. 
Conrad  Bellman. 
Adam  Bear. 
Abraham  Knerr. 
George  Kuntz. 
Andrew  Knerr. 
John  Hartman. 
Jacob  Sherry. 
Conrad  Smith. 
George  Seibert. 
Abraham  Smidt. 


Adam  Frey. 
Peter  Freis. 
John  Kuntz. 
Martin  Serpert. 


Single  Freemen. 

Jacob  Ocher. 
Jacob  Greseley. 
Jacob  Hausman. 
John  Deibert. 


Amount  of  tax,  $170.55. 


Moser's  (now  HoUenbach's)  Mill. — John  Deter 
Bowman,  by  warrant  dated  May  23,  1751,  came  in 
possession  of  a  large  tract  of  land,  part  of  which 
Michael  Mosser  purchased  on  May  12,  1760.  The 
Mossers  were  the  first  millers  in  the  township.  They 
owned  the  mill  where  the  Klines  lived  (now  Schlech- 
er's),  before  the  Klines  came  in  possession  of  it,  and 
then  bought  the  above  tract,  on  which,  about  1760,  a 
mill  was  erected — not  on  the  site  now  occupied  by 
HoUenbach's  mill,  but  on  the  other  side  of  the  creek. 
The  present  mill  was  built  about  the  year  1800.  .  The 
mill,  or  mills,  were  in  possession  by  the  Mossers  until 
the  year  1845,  when  John  Hollenbach,  a  son-in-law 
of  Philip  Mosser  (he,  Mosser,  being  of  the  third  gen- 
eration), came  in  possession,  who  held  the  same  until 
1858,  when  it  came  in  possession  of  his  son,  the  pres- 
ent owner,  Moses  Hollenbach.  Thus  the  mills  were 
owned  by  this  family/row  one  generation  to  the  other 
for  about  one  hundred  and  twenty  years. 

Early  Store. — It  is  believed  by  some  that  Balzer 
Fritz  kept  the  first  store  in  Lowhill,  on  the  road  lead- 
ing from  Claussville  to  Fogelsville,  at  the  place  where 
Andrew  Shiferstine  kept  a  hotel,  and  which  was  later 
kept  by  Joel  Klotz. 

Shiferstine  was  at  one  time  a  justice  of  the  peace. 

The  Lowhill  Church/ — The  church  building 
stands  near  the  northwestern  boundary  of  Lowhill 
township,  Lehigh  Co.,  Pa.  The  congregation  dwell 
within  a  district  which  is  bounded  on  the  north  by 
Heidelberg,  and  touches  on  the  south  the  limits  of 
the  Ziegel  congregation,  and  on  the  east  those  of  the 
Morgenland  (formerly  the  Jordan)  congregation. 
The  church  takes  its  name  from  the  township.  The 
Jordan,  which  meanders  from  Heidelberg  through 
this  township,  flows  through  a  hilly  country,  made 
uncommonly  fertile  by  the  numerous  little  brooks 
springing  out  of  the  many  narrow  valleys.  The  sur- 
face of  the  entire  township  is  divided  into  hills  and 
small  valleys,  full  of  springs  and  brooks  of  the 
clearest  water,  hence  the  name  of  Lowhill. 

These  very  springs  of  pure  water,  flowing  through 
fertile  meadows,  and  the  hills  well  covered  with 
forests,  attracted  the  first  settlers  to  this  spot.  When 
nowadays  one  wanders  through  this  region,  and  sees 
the  beautiful  new  houses  placed  upon  the  hills  or  by 
the  side  of  the  road,  and  asks  where  did  the  old  house 
stand,  he  is  invariably  answered,  '*Down  below  there, 
by  the  spring  in  the  meadow.'' 

For  the  history  of  the  settlement,  see  the  history  of 
Weissenberg  Church. 

The  Lowhill  congregation  properly  dates  its  begin- 
ning from  that  of  the  Weissenberg.  The  very  mem- 
bers who  originally  formed  this  congregation  assisted 
in  founding  the  Weissenberg  Church,  and  were  of  the 
principal  communicants  there.  A  controversy  which 
broke  out  between  the  Lutheran  and  Reformed  mem- 
bers of  the  Weissenberg  Church  caused  the  latter  to 

1  By  Rev.  W.  A.  Helffrich. 
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leave  that  church  and  originate  the  Lowhill  congre- 
gation. 

The  organization  was  effected  at  a  meeting  of  the 
members  held  on  the  27th  of  January,  1769,  at  which 
a  constitution  and  rules  for  the  construction  of  a 
church  building  were  signed.  Jacob  Bachman,  Jr., 
presented  a  tract  of  land,  about  three  acres  thirty 
square  rods  in  extent,  for  the  site  of  the  church  and 
for  the  burial-place.  The  lawful  deed  for  this  he 
presented  on  the  day  before  named  to  the  Assembly. 
The  land  lies  about  half  a  mile  east  of  the  Weissen- 
berg  Church,  upon  a  beautiful  elevation,  where  the 
third  church  now  stands,  and  from  which  its  bell 
sends  its  peals  through  the  valleys  below. 

The  names  subscribed  to  the  constitution  then 
adopted  are  as  follows :  Jacob  Bachman,  Jr.,  Jost 
Georg,  Nicolaus  Mannebach,  Andreas  Eschbach, 
Johann  Hartman,  Johannes  Georg,  Peter  Weiss, 
Georg  Georg,  Engel  Thomas,  Jacob  Bachman,  Sr., 
Nicolaus  Bachman,  Christoph  Kn5r,  Heinrich 
Kempfer,  Peter  Kocher.  Paul  Bachmanu,  Johann 
Simon  Georg. 

At  the  meeting  above  referred  to  a  subscription- 
list  was  also  begun  for  the  purpose  of  defraying  the 
expenses  of  building  the  church.  In  addition  to  the 
above  names  the  following,  who  afterwards  joined 
this  church,  also  contributed  towards  its  construc- 
tion: Sylvester  Holben,  Wilhelm  Holben,  Elizabeth 
Eeichel  (widow),  Bernhard  Schneider,  J.  W.  Schnei- 
der, Peter  Bahl,  Abraham  Knor,  Lorenz  Bachmann, 
Friederich  Schneiter,  Heinrich  Ohl  (Heidelberg), 
Michael  Deybert,  Johann  Tiessluss,  Catharina  Kemp- 
fer, Philipp  Ennes,  Christian  Eeiss,  Johannes  Rein- 
schmidt,  Wilhelm  Stumpf,  Nicolaus  Kocher,  Michael 
Probst,  Sr. 

The  total  of  the  above  contributions  was  £37 13s.  6d. ; 
additional  contributions  at  a  meeting  held  after  the 
church  was  completed,  £1  16s. ;  total  cost,  £39  9s.  6rf. 

The  church  was  built  during  the  progress  of  the 
summer,  and  was  dedicated  on  the  8d  of  September, 
1769,  by  Rev.  Philipp  J.  Michael.  It  was  built  of 
logs,  but  is  said  to  have  been  more  carefully  finished 
than  other  churches  of  that  neighborhood  which  had 
been  constructed  earlier.  Upon  the  dedication,  Hein- 
rich Ohl,  of  Heidelberg,  presented  to  the  new  congre- 
gation a  black  altar-cloth ;  Mrs.  Heinrich  Kempfer, 
a  white  one  (in  those  days,  indeed,  they  were  called 
table-cloths,  because  a  table  was  made  to  serve  for 
the  altar) ;  Nicolaus  Mannebach,  two  smaller  cloths ; 
Elizabeth  Reichel,  the  widow  of  Johannes  Reichel,  a 
communion  service  ;  and  Nicolaus  Mannebach,  with 
Abraham  Knor,  a  baptismal  service. 

The  following  members  soon  joined  the  congrega- 
tion (they  were  mostly  emigrants)  :  Johann  Adam 
Geiss  Jacob  Bar,  Wilhelm  Schmetton,  Jacob  Musser- 
genug,  George  A.  Guthekunst,  Adam  Dries,  Jacob 
Harne'r,  Esq.,  Georg  Falk,  Philipp  Fenstermacher, 
Mathias  Schlimann,  Nicolaus  Impody,  as  well  as 
others. 


About  1770,  Dr.  Johannes  Yambert  resided  in  this 
community.  He  had  several  children  baptized  here. 
He  soon  disappeared  from  the  neighborhood,  not  find- 
ing employment  sufficient  to  stave  off  hunger,  for  the 
hardy  constitutions  of  the  old  German  settlers  required 
but  a  good  strong  dram-soup  (Trammsuppe)  for  the 
speedy  cure  of  their  simple  ailments.  At  the  time  of 
the  discovery  of  coffee,  Dr.  Yambert  found  occasion 
to  go  to  Philadelphia,  and  there  bought  some  beans  of 
the  new  vegetable,  and  brought  them  home  with  him 
to  Lynn  township.  Madame  Yambert  did  not  know 
what  to  do  with  the  coffee  or  how  to  prepare  it  for  the 
table,  neither  did  the  doctor,  for  he  had  entirely  for- 
gotten to  ask  for  instruction  on  this  point.  But  as  the 
coffee  had  been  dearly  paid  for  they  resolved  to  pre- 
pare it  in  some  way,  and  at  length  decided  on  cooking 
it  with  other  vegetables.  So  the  coffee  was  put  into  a 
boiler  along  with  a  dainty  morsel  of  bacon,  and  hung 
over  the  fire.  But  the  beans  would  not  become  soft 
like  other  beans,  nor  could  the  dish  be  reconciled  to 
their  appetites,  and  the  doctor  came  to  the  conclusion 
that  it  was  food  fit  only  for  hogs. 

Soon  the  congregation  recognized  the  necessity  of 
a  school-house.  They  did  not  like  to  send  their  chil- 
dren to  the  distant  Weissenberg  school.  It  was  there- 
fore resolved  to  erect  a  school-house.  But  for  this 
purpose  more  land  was  needed,  and  Jacob  Bachman, 
who  owned  all  the  land  surrounding  the  church,  in 
part  sold  and  in  part  gave  the  congregation  seventeen 
acres  additional,  so  that  the  church  and  school  lands 
now  comprised  twenty -two  acres  eighteen  square  rods. 
This  was  done  on  the  19th  of  March,  1786.  The 
school-house  was  built  and  a  teacher  appointed,  who, 
as  everywhere  else,  in  consideration  for  the  use  and 
occupation  of  the  land,  led  the  singing  in  divine  ser- 
vice. For  leading  the  singing  at  funerals,  and  for 
teaching  school,  he  was  paid. 

At  the  founding  of  the  church,  while  Rev.  Michael 
now  and  then  preached  in  an  irregular  sort  of  fashion 
without  having  received  a  formal  call,  no  baptismal 
register  was  kept.  This  was  not  begun  till  1772, 
when  Rev.  Johann  Heinrich  Helffrich  was  called  to 
serve  the  congregation,  and  by  him  the  prior  baptisms 
were  entered.  From  that  year  on  the  register  was 
regularly  kept  until  the  time  of  Rev.  Johannes  Helf- 
frich, who  kept  private  memoranda,  for  the  custom  of 
having  children  baptized  at  home  arose  at  that  time, 
and  they  were  not  then  entered  upon  the  church 
register ;  and  from  that  time  on  Rev.  Helffrich  and 
his  successors  began  keeping  their  own  private  rec- 
ords, in  which  they  entered  notes  of  all  their  minis- 
terial work,  such  as  births,  deaths,  marriages,  and 
confirmations,  in  the  most  careful  manner. 

In  comparison  with  Macungie  the  land  in  Lowhill 
is  very  poor.  The  first  settlers  mainly  raised  buck- 
wheat, corn,  and  rye.  The  meadows  in  the  valleys 
they  used  for  pasturing  their  cattle,  to  the  raising  of 
which  they  devoted  themselves.  Sheep  they  kept  in 
numbers,  and  wherever  there  was  a  fertile  spot  of 
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ground  they  raised  flax.  With  the  arrival  of  winter 
the  spinning-wheels  hummed  and  buzzed  in  every 
home,  and  the  flax  and  the  wool  were  hardly  all  spun 
by  spring.  It  was  a  joy  to  see  the  boxes  and  chests 
full  of  linens  and  woolen  blankets.  Every  one  wore 
home-made  clothes,  which  were  warm  and  strong. 
The  spinning-wheel  prepared  the  way  for  another  oc- 
cupation, that  of  weaving,  with  which  many  of  the 
people  supported  themselves,  for  generally  every 
sixth  or  seventh  house  contained  a  loom,  in  which  the 
busy  shuttle  was  plioJ  from  early  morn  until  late  at 
night.  Even  if  the  land  was  barren  the  people  were 
industrious  and  more  saving  than  elsewhere, — often- 
times too  much  so, — and  so  the  Lowhill  and  all  the 
Gravel  settlers,  even  if  not  rich,  were  prosperous. 

The  second  church  was  built  in  the  year  1798.  The 
old  building  had  become  too  small.  The  old  contests, 
too,  were  closed,  since  many  of  the  young  men  had 
married  maidens  from  Weissenberg  of  the  Lutheran 
faith,  and  these  desired  to  go  to  church  and  join  the 
communion  of  their  faith,  so  nothing  was  easier  than 
the  transition  by  which  the  purely  Reformed  Lowhill 
Church  was  changed  into  a  Union  Church.  A  new 
constitution  was  agreed  upon,  the  church  and  all 
her  possessions  made  common,  and  then  the  work  of 
building  was  begun.  On  the  28th  of  May,  1798,  the 
corner-stone  was  laid,  with  services  conducted  by 
Rev.  Johann  Heinrich  Helffrich,  the  Reformed  min- 
ister, assisted  by  Rev.  Hermann  Jacob  Schellhardt, 
who  was  chosen  the  first  Lutheran  pastor  of  the  church. 
In  the  fall  of  the  same  year  the  same  pastors  dedi- 
cated the  completed  structure.  The  church  was  built 
of  logs,  but  artistically  finished  after  the  manner  of 
those  times.  A  neat  pulpit  and  altar  stood  at  one  of 
the  longer  sides,  and  galleries  spanned  the  other  three. 
Later  the  building  was  weatherboarded. 

The  consistory,  and  the  first  Lutheran  consistory 
who  signed  the  constitution,  were  composed  of  the 
following  members :  Rev.  Johann  Heinrich  Helffrich, 
Reformed  minister;  Rev.  Hermann  Jacob  Schell- 
hardt, Lutheran  minister;  Jacob  Harner,  Esq.,  Lu- 
theran deacon  ;  Nicolaus  Imbotty,  Lutheran  deacon  ; 
Philipp  Fenstermacher,  Reformed  deacon;  Lorenz 
Georg,  Reformed  deacon. 

The  building  committee  consisted  of  Heinrich 
Hartmann  and  Christian  Schmidt  from  the  Reformed 
side,  and  Johannes  Klotz  and  Conrad  Lai  from  the 
Lutheran  side. 

Between  1850  and  1860  a  new  organ  was  placed  in 
the  church.  It  was  constructed  by  Charles  Hanzel- 
man,  who  arrived  in  this  region  about  that  time,  at 
Rev.  Johannes  Helffrich's  house,  in  Weissenberg. 

The  third  church  was  built  in  the  year  1858,  and 
was  placed  on  the  very  site  which  had  been  occupied 
by  the  old  church.  It  is  constructed  of  brick,  is 
crowned  with  bell-tower  with  bell,  and  is  finished  in 
modern  style.  The  corner-stone  was  laid  on  the  13th 
of  May,  1858,  and  the  services  were  conducted  by  the 
Lutheran  pastor.  Rev.  Jeremiah  Schindel,  and  by  the 


Reformed  pastor.  Rev.  William  A.  Helffrich.  A 
wicked,  unchristian  affair  took  place  on  this  day,  oc- 
casioned by  the  sutlers,  who  were  carrying  on  their 
trade  here,  as  they  did  at  many  other  places,  on  fes- 
tival days.  This  caused  both  of  the  pastors  to  resolve 
never  thereafter  to  lend  their  presence  at  any  festival 
gathering  where  the  congregation  should  not  be  will- 
ing by  resolution  to  forbid  the  coming  of  the  sutlers. 

In  this  wise  it  occurred :  It  had  for  many  years 
previous  become  a  custom  here  in  Eastern  Pennsyl- 
vania for  sutlers  or  hucksters,  often  to  the  number  of 
twenty  or  more,  to  come  to  the  church  festivals,  where 
many  people  congregated,  and  there  range  their 
wagons  in  a  circle  around  the  church,  to  erect  booths, 
and  to  sell  nuts,  candy,  cakes,  beer,  and  even  whiskey. 
The  proverb  says,  where  the  carcass  lies  there  the 
vultures  will  be  found :  and  by  means  of  these  huck- 
sters a  rough  element  was  attracted,  who  turned  the 
day  into  an  occasion  more  similar  to  a  wild  debauch 
than  a  decent.  Christian  festival.  Thousands  of  vis- 
itors came  from  near  and  far,  and  were  present  at 
these  customary  festivals,  such  as  corner-stone  lay- 
ings, dedicatory  services,  and,  later,  the  Centennial 
anniversaries ;  and  so,  owing  to  these  hucksters,  many 
of  the  people  were  employing  the  holy  Sabbath-day 
in  trading,  drinking,  eating,  or  in  walking  through 
the  woods  about  the  church,  engaged  in  laughing  or 
frivolous  conversation.  During  divine  service  they 
swarmed  through  the  neighboring  woods,  while  the 
church  within  was  without  worshipers,  or  the  rough 
rabble  ran  noisily  in  and  out,  disturbing  the  services. 
Many  of  the  most  earnest  church  members  were  op- 
posed to  this  disorder,  and  it  was  resolved  that  corner- 
stone laying  in  Lowhill  should  mark  its  overthrow. 
The  pastors  laid  the  matter  before  the  consistory,  and 
that  body  resolved  that  at  the  coming  dedication  no 
sutler  should  be  permitted  to  be  present.  This  reso- 
lution was  not  executed  without  considerable  strife : 
even  members  of  the  church  took  sides  with  the  sut- 
lers. With  the  dedication-day  came  also  the  huck- 
sters, in  spite  of  notices  published  in  the  newspapers, 
and  erected  their  tents.  But  during  the  progress  of 
the  ceremonies  several  members,  who  were  of  the 
same  mind  with  their  pastors,  induced  the  sutlers,  by 
threats  of  prosecution,  to  strike  their  tents  and  leave. 
The  fight  against  them  extended  from  here  to  other 
churches ;  and  for  several  years  past  the  disorder  has 
entirely  disappeared,  although  not  without  a  desperate 
resistance. 

The  20th  and  21st  days  of  November  were  first  ap- 
pointed for  the  dedicatory  services,  which  were  to  be 
led  by  Revs.  Jeremiah  Schindel  and  William  A. 
HelflTrich,  but  for  various  reasons  the  services  were 
postponed  till  the  following  spring.  On  the  24th  and 
25th  of  April,  1869,  they  took  place,  sermons  being 
delivered  by  Revs.  Joshua  Derr,  Thomas  Steck,  and 
William  A.  Helffrich. 

The  organ  was  repaired  during  the  fall  of  the  same 
year,  and  rededicated  on  the  25th  day  of  September, 
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1859.  Revs.  Thomas  Steck  and  William  A.  HelflFrich 
preached. 

Oa  the  10th  of  November,  1865,  it  was  resolved  to 
build  a  nevi' school-house,  and  an  election  was  held  to 
choose  a  building  committee.  A  roomy  brick  house 
was  erected  during  the  next  summer  and  dedicated  on 
the  7th  of  October,  1866,  by  the  pastors  of  the  church. 

A  handsome  bequest  of  two  thousand  two  hundred 
and  sixty-one  dollars  was  left  the  congregation  in 
1874  by  John  Holben,  a  venerable  member  of  the 
church,  upon  condition  that  the  interest  derived  from 
the  same  should  be  annually  paid  as  salary  to  the 
pastors  of  the  church.  He  died  on  the  19th  of  March, 
1874.  Had  he  foreseen  that  the  pastors  would  in 
future  receive  less  pay  than  before  this  bequest, 
through  decrease  in  membership,  he  would  hardly 
have  ordered  it  so. 

The  Reformed  ministers  of  the  church  were, — 1. 
Philipp  J.  Michael,  from  1769  to  1772. 

2.  Johannes  Heinrich  Helifrich,  from  1772  to  1810. 

3.  Heinrich  Diefenbach,  from  1810  to  1816. 

4.  Johannes  Helffrich,  from  1816  to  1852. 

6.  William  A.  Helffrich,  assistant  from  1845  to 
1852,  and  pastor  from  1852  to  1867. 

6.  E.  J.  Fogel,  from  1867  to  1877. 

7.  N.  J.  Bachman,  from  1877. 

The  Lutheran  ministers  were, — 1.  Hermann  Jacob 
Schellhardt,  1798. 

2.  G.  F.  Obenhausen. 

3.  Friederich  Geissenhainer. 

4.  Georg  Wartmann  and  J.  Daring. 

5.  Jeremiah  Schindel,  from  1837  to  1858. 

6.  Thomas  Steck,  from  1859  to  1866. 

7.  J.  S.  Reminger,  from  1867  to  1878. 

8.  Milton  J.  Kramlich,  from  1878  to  1884. 

The  Morgenland  Churcli.^— This  church  stands 
upon  an  elevation  in  the  southeastern  corner  of  Low- 
hill  township,  Lehigh  Co.,  a  spot  known  long  ago  as 
the  "Leather-Corner  Post,"  surrounded  on  all  sides 
by  small  valleys,  through  which  the  Jordan  flows  at 
a  distance  of  a  mile  from  the  church. 

Thenihurch  has  from  its  beginning  been  a  Union 
Church.  Reformed  and  Lutherans,  divided  and  inde- 
pendent in  faith  and  teachings,  have  yet  equal  and 
common  right  to  all  the  church  lands,  church  build- 
ings, and  the  churchyard,  and  make  free,  undisturbed 
use  of  them  together. 

The  organization  of  the  church  is  of  recent  date. 
Members  of  the  Lowhill,  Union,  Jordan,  Ziegel,  and 
Fogelsville  congregations  united,  selecting  this  spot 
upon  which  to  erect  a  house  of  worship,  which  should 
be  nearer  their  homes  and  more  convenient  for  them 
and  their  families. 

On  the  4th  of  April,  1857,  a  meeting  was  held  for 
the  purpose  of  selecting  a  site  for  a  church  and  ceme- 
tery which  resulted  in  the  selection  of  a  piece  of 
ground  owned  by  Daniel  Sechler  for  the  location  of 
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the  church  building,  and  of  an  adjoining  tract,  owned 
by  Jacob  Georg  and  Reuben  Krauss,  for  a  graveyard. 
The  title  to  these  tracts  was  afterwards  secured 
through  proper  deeds. 

Another  meeting  was  held  on  the  13th  of  April 
following,  at  which  it  was  resolved  to  begin  the  erec- 
tion of  a  building  without  delay,  and  to  organize  the 
congregation  by  electing  a  consistory.  This  election 
resulted  as  follows :  On  the  Reformed  side  :  for  elders, 
Jonas  Mertz,  Solomon  Hamm  ;  for  deacons,  Franklin 
Fritziuger,  Gideon  Haaf,  Daniel  Sechler,  Levi  Haas ; 
for  trustee,  Solomon  Diehl.  On  the  Lutheran  side : 
for  elders,  John  Weida,  Daniel  Claus;  for  deacons, 
Benjamin  Weida,  George  Klotz,  Reuben  Deibert, 
Peter  Ertel ;  for  trustee,  David  Heilman ;  for  treas- 
urer, Reuben  Krauss. 

At  the  same  time  the  following  were  chosen  as  a 
building  committee :  By  the  Reformed,  Simon  P.  Mim- 
nich,  Jonathan  Diehl ;  by  the  Lutherans,  Jesse  Klotz, 
Michael  Deibert.  The  work  of  construction  was  im- 
mediately begun,  and  proceeded  so  rapidly  that  by 
the  23d  of  August  of  that  year  (1857)  everything 
was  prepared  for  the  laying  of  the  corner-stone. 
This  was  done  on  that  day,  with  services  held  by  Revs. 
J.  S.  Dubs  and  William  A .  Helffrich,  who  were  in- 
vited for  that  purpose. 

On  the  31st  of  August,  1858,  the  dedicatory  services 
were  held.  Revs.  Joseph  S.  Dubs,  Jeremiah  Schindel, 
and  William  Rath  leading.  The  church  is  of  brick, 
and  is  constructed  in  modern  style,  and  provided  with 
every  necessary  convenience. 

The  congregation  also  provided  itself  with  an  organ, 
which  was  dedicated  in  1870,  the  pastors.  Revs.  Fogel 
and  Leopold,  preaching. 

By  1871,  the  old  graveyard  was  well  filled  up,  and 
a  piece  of  ground  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  street 
was  laid  out  in  regular  lots  for  a  cemetery.  It  was 
dedicated  in  1871  by  Revs.  Fogel  and  Leopold. 

The  Reformed  ministers  of  the  congregation  thus 
far  have  been:  (1)  Joseph  S.  Dubs,  who  was  chosen 
the  first  pastor  in  1857 ;    (2)  Joseph  H.  Dubs,  who 

served  from to  1867  ;  (3)  E.  J.  Fogel,  chosen  in 

1867. 

The  Lutheran  ministers  have  been:   (1)  Jeremiah 

Schindel,  from  1857  to- ■;  (2)  William  Rath;  (3) 

Owen  Leopold. 

Schools. — The  Lowhill  church  was  built  in  1769, 
and  soon  after  a  school  was  established.  About  seventy 
years  ago  Jacob  David,  Jr.,  taught  this  school.  After 
him  were  Jacob  Hart,  John  Benner,  Israel  Benner,  Sr. 

The  township  of  Lowhill  paid  nothing  toward  the 
education  of  the  poor  until  the  year  1833,  when  $0.30 
only  was  paid;  in  1834,  $0.82;  1835,  19.70;  1836, 
$15.45;  1837,$35.17;  1838,  $41.32;  1839,  $83.43.  At 
an  early  day  Lowhill  had  no  schools  but  those  which 
belonged  to  the  Weissenberg  District. 

Old  Taverns. — Probably  the  oldest  tavern  in  the 
township  is  that  known  as  the  "  Leather-Corner  Post," 
which  was  buiU  before  the  Revolution,  and  kept  by 
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Ludwig  Smith  from  that  time  for  several  years,  and 
in  1786  by  Christian  Nesber.  He  was  succeeded  by 
Moses  Coyne,  who  also  opened  a  store  at  the  tavern  in 
1806.  Jacob  Woodring  was  the  landlord  during  the 
war  of  1812,  and  kept  the  tavern  till  1826,  when  Jacob 
George,  who  married  his  daughter,  succeeded  him, 
and  continued  until  1878.  The  old  house  stood  until 
1861,  when  the  present  one  was  built.  It  is  now  kept 
by  John  P.  Bear.  The  record  of  licenses  for  1786 
shows  that  in  that  year  Christian  Nesber  and  George 
Wright  were  licensed  to  keep  tavern.  In  1815,  John 
Adam  Shaffer,  Jacob  Woodring,  and  George  Folk 
were  licensed,  they  having  kept  earlier,  and,  later, 
Conrad  Bobst  and  Baltzer  Fritz  received  licenses.  The 
latter  is  said  to  have  kept  the  first  store  in  the  town- 
ship. He  lived  on  the  road  leading  from  Claussville 
to  Fogelsville,  at  the  place  where  Andrew  Shijferstine 
later  kept  a  hotel,  and,  still  later,  George  Klotz,  who 
died  there  in  1866.  The  tavern  at  Claussville  was 
erected  about  1800  by  Daniel  Schumaker,  and  kept  by 
him  for  a  time.  Later,  and  to  the  year  1830,  it  was 
kept  by  one  Brough,  Abraham  Knerr,  Knoppenberger, 
Moses  Cain,  and  Wolf,  as  tenants. 

An  Early  Road.— On  the  meeting  of  the  first  court 
of  Lehigh  County,  held  Dec.  21,  1812,  a  petition  was 
presented  from  the  inhabitants  of  Lowhill  and  Weis- 
senberg  for  a  road  "  to  lead  from  the  house  of  Chris- 
tian Hartman,  in  Lowhill  township,  through  the  land 
of  George  Row,  to  the  house  of  John  Bittner ;  thence 
to  the  house  of  George  Shoemacher;  thence  to  the 
house  of  Nicholas  Werley,  in  Weissenberg  township  ; 
thence  coming  in  the  great  road  leading  from  Heidel- 
berg township,  in  said  county,  to  Philadelphia.''  The 
court  appointed  Peter  Gross,  Henry  Haas,  Henry 
Good,  Peter  Kern,  John  Sieger,  and  Peter  Snyder  as 
viewers.  They  reported  at  the  February  term  of 
court,  1813,  that  they  had  viewed  the  proposed  route, 
and  had  laid  out  a  road  as  suggested.  The  report  was 
not  acted  upon  until  the  May  term,  when,  on  the  4th 
of  that  month,  it  was  confirmed. 

Justices  of  the  Peace.— Prior  to  1840  the  justices 
having  jurisdiction  over  this  territory  were  elected  in 
districts,  and  their  names  will  be  found  in  the  civil 
list  of  the  general  history.  Those  elected  since  1840 
are  as  follows : 

OommisHioned, 
John  Weida April  14, 18-10 


Edward  Ueclc. 

John  Weida 

Edward  Bt'ck 

Jacob  Zinimcrnian.. 

Peter  AVeida 

Jacob  Zimnu'inian.. 


Peter  Weida 

Jobn  Weida 

Jacob  Zimmerman.. 


14, 1840 
16,  1846 
16,  1845 
14,  1846 
0,  1860 
9,  1850 
10, 1866 
10, 1866 
14,  1857 
10, 1860 


Comm 
Charles  A.  Wuth.... April 
Jacob  Zimmerman..    " 

Daniel  H.  Miller " 

Jacob  Zimnieruian..    " 

Daniel  H.  Miller " 

Jacob  Zimmerman.-March 

Daniel  H.Miller " 

Jacob  Zimmerman..     " 
E.  H.  Knerr April 


Ed.  0.  IIollenbeck...Aiig. 


issioned. 

16, 1862 

11,1866 

9,  1867 

8, 1870 

9, 1872 

13,  1875 

19, 1877 

30,  1880 

10,  1882 

6, 1883 

20,  1883 


Weidasville,— The  land  on  which  this  village  is 
located  was  warranted  to  John  Gimbul,  who  sold  to 
Nicholas  Gower,  who,  on  the  19th  of  April,  1765,  sold 
to  John  George  Smith,  who,  September  27th,  the  same 
year,  conveyed  it  to  John  Zerfass,  and  Feb.  22, 1769,  it 
passed  to  Jacob  Homer.   On  the  12th.of  Ajiril,  1804,  it 


came  into  possession  of  Abraham  and  Andrew  Homer, 
sons  of  Jacob.  Andrew  sold  his  interest  to  Abraham 
Feb.  23,  1805,  who,  on  the  22d  of  March,  1810,  sold 
to  Caspar  Sohmick.  May  26th  of  the  next  year  Peter 
Weida  became  the  purchaser  of  this  tract  of  over  two 
hundred  acres.  It  has.  been  in  possession  of  the 
Weidas  from  that  time  to  the  present.  In  the  year 
1830  a  store  was  opened  by  John  Weida  and  his  son, 
Benjamin.  The  latter  remained  in  the  store  till  1864, 
having  his  brother  David  as  partner  for  a  few  years, 
and  later  his  son,  John  F.  In  the  latter  part  of  the 
year  1864,  John  F.  purchased  the  entire  interest,  and 
continued  until  1868,  when  Daniel  Kiitms— became/ 
associated  with  him.  In  the  fall  of  1869,  Weida  sold 
his  interest  to  Jacob  Peter,  from  which  time  the  busi- 
ness has  been  continued  under  the  name  of  Kuhns  & 
Peter. 

In  1863  a  post-ofiice  was  established,  and  John  F. 
Weida  was  appointed  postmaster.  He  was  succeeded 
in  1869  by  Daniel  Kuhns,  who  is  the  present  post- 
master. The  grist-  and  saw-mill  were  built  in  1840. 
The  village  contains  a  grist-  and  saw-mill,  store  and 
post-ofiice,  and  five  dwellings. 

Lyon  Valley. — This  settlement  is  in  the  valley  of 
Lyon  Creek,  a  branch  of  the  Jordan.  In  the  year 
1845,  Daniel  Bittner  came  to  this  locality  and  opened 
a  tavern,  and  soon  after  a  store  in  the  same  building. 
Jacob  Zimmerman,  after  about  a  year,  became  asso- 
ciated with  him.  They  continued  together  six  or 
eight  years,  when  Bittner  sold  his  interest  to  Zimmer- 
man, who  carried  on  the  store  until  1860,  when  it  was 
sold  to  Dinkey  &  Mosser,  who,  in  1866,  sold  to  Tilgh- 
man  Frey.  In  1872,  Mr.  Zimmerman  sold  the  hotel 
interest  to  Mr.  Frey,  who  carried  them  both  on  until 
1879,  when  he  conveyed  them  to  C.  W.  Haas  & 
Brother,  who  are  still  in  possession.  Mr.  Zimmerman 
was  justice  of  the  peace  for  many  years,  and  while 
living  here  had  his  office  in  the  hotel. 

A  post-office  was  established  at  Lyon  Valley  in 
1857,  and  Jacob  Zimmerman  was  appointed  post- 
master, and  served  until  1868,  when  Albert  Dinkey 
succeeded  him.  On  the  1st  of  October  of  that  year 
Tilghman  Frej'  was  appointed,  and  served  until  March, 
1882,  when  Elias  Hensinger,  the  present  postmaster, 
became  the  incumbent. 

Claussville.— In  the  year  1800,  Daniel  Schumacher 
built  a  tavern  here,  which  was  kept  by  various  land- 
lords until  1880.  In  that  year  John  Shifierstine  and 
Joseph  Slough  took  the  tavern,  and  also  opened  a 
store.  They  kept  the  tavern  till  1884,  and  were  suc- 
ceeded by  Daniel  Clauss,  who  remained  until  1851, 
when  the  place  was  taken  by  Martin  Seibert.  In 
1856  his  son,  Jonas,  became  the  landlord,  and  con- 
tinued till  1861,  when  Jonathan  Haas,  the  present 
landlord,  came  into  possession.  Mr.  Shifierstine  and 
Slough  kept  store  for  many  years.  In  1844  a  new 
store  and  dwelling-house  was  erected  opposite  the 
hotel,  which  was  occupied  by  Levi  Knerr,  who  has 
continued  to  the  present  time,  with  the  exception  of 
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a  few  years,  when  it  was  kept  by  Joseph  Slough  and 
Joseph  Eisenhart.  In  the  year  1830  a  post-ofBce  was 
established,  and  John  Shifferstine  was  appointed 
postmaster.  The  village  contains  a  hotel,  post-office, 
store,  school-house,  shoe-shop,  and  blacksmith-shop. 
"Leather-Corner  Post"  is  the  somewhat  odd 
name  applied  to  a  tavern-stand  in  this  township.  Its 
origin  is  involved  in  obscurity,  but  doubtless  it  arose 
from  some  trivial  circumstance.  A  tavern  was  kept 
here  during  the  Revolution  by  Ludwig  Smith,  and 
later  by  Moses  Coyne  (who  also  opened  a  store  about 
1806),  by  Jacob  Woodring  about  181  o,  and  by  Conrad 
and  Christian  Bobst.  In  1826,  Jacob  George,  son-in- 
law  of  Woodring,  became  landlord,  and  greeted  the 
few  guests  who  came  this  way  until  his  death  in  1878, 
being  a  Boniface  for  a  period  of  fifty-two  years.  His 
widow  is  still  living,  aged  eighty-four,  or  three  years 
younger  than  her  husband  was  at  the  time  of  his 
death.  The  present  hotel  at  the  "  Leather-Corner 
Post"  was  built  in  1861.     It  is  kept  by  John  P.  Bear. 


CHAPTER    XXV L 
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A  REGION  of  country  lying  in  this  township  and  in 
the  township  of  Albany  in  Berks  County,  adjoining, 
was  from  the  earliest  settlement  designated  as  "  AUe- 
mangel,''  and  further  for  judicial  purposes  called  "  ad- 
jacents,''  or  "back  parts  of  Macungie,"  and  "The 
Heidelberg  District."  In  March,  1752,  Northampton 
County  was  erected;  in  June  following  Heidelberg 
township  was  organized,  and  at  the  October  term  of 
court,  in  the  same  year,  a  petition  was  presented  ask- 
ing for  a  new  township  to  be  taken  from  the  west 
part  of  Heidelberg.  An  order  was  granted  by  the 
court,  and  viewers  were  appointed,  who  laid  out  the 
territory  and  reported  their  action  at  the  June  term 
of  court,  1753,  when  it  was  confirmed.  In  this  con- 
nection we  quote  the  following,  which  appears  on  the 
records  under  date  of  June  9,  1753  : 

"  The  Petition  of  Sundry  inhabitants  lying  under 
the  blue  mountains,  between  Heidelberg  and  the 
County  line,  to  be  laid  out  into  a  Township  was  al- 
lowed, and  Edward  or  Nicholas  Scull  are  appointed 
Surveyor  to.  be  Employed  to  Survey  and  make  return 
of  the  same." 

The  report  stated  that  there  "  was  laid  out  a  Certain 
tract  of  Land.  Beginning  at  a  post  at  a  Corner  of 
Heidelberg  township  and  from  thence  Extending  by 
the  same  north  twenty  (20)  degrees  west,  1280  perches 
and  by  vacant  land  290  perches  to  Ye  blue  mountains 
thence  along  the  mountains  south  sixty-five  (65)  de- 
grees west  518  perches,  south  thirty  (30)  degrees  west 
60  perches.  South  fifty  (60)  degrees  west  302  perehes 
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and  south  sixty-seven  (67)  degrees  west  1578  perches 
to  the  County  line.  Thence  by  the  same  line  South 
East  (S  45  E)  2200  perches  to  a  stone  in  said  line 
thence  by  Weissenberg  township  north  East  (N  45  E) 
1640  perches  to  Ye  place  of  beginning  Containing 
ab'  20,000  acres  which  said  described  Tract  of  land  is 
laid  out  and  included  for  a  township  Called  Linn 
Township." 

At  the  September  court  following  the  confirmation 
of  the  township  Charles  Folk  was  appointed  consta- 
ble, and  on  the  16th  of  September,  1755,  George  Bri- 
ner  was  appointed  to  the  same  office. 

Many  people  settled  in  the  limits  of  Lynn  township 
several  years  before  warrants  were  taken  out  for  the 
land,  and  the  dates  given  below  are  not  reliable  data 
as  to  the  time  of  settlement,  as  in  many  other  parts 
of  the  country. 

The  names  as  found  are  here  given,  with  the  dates 
and  number  of  acres : 

Acres. 

Valentine  Barontheisel,  March  6, 1741 156 

Michael  John  Bomgardner,  Feb.  15,  1743 109 

Valentine  Barontheisel,  Oct.  16, 1760 64 

Henry  Brenigb,  Jan.  10,  1763 64 

Peter  Beisel,  Sept.  3,  1754 25 

Jacob  Billman,  Sept.  4, 1772 40 

Martin  Brobst,  Jan.  7, 1700 84 

Michael  Buck,  Nov.  14, 1765 64 

Peter  Bulldotf  (Baldauf ),  Sept,  24, 1766 43 

Jacob  Billman,  Dec.  27, 1766 60 

Jacob  Barr,  Nov.  4, 1767 121 

Peter  Beisel,  Aug.  24,  1768 36 

Henry  Bredioh,  April  6, 1769 97 

Adam  Clause,  April  3,  1767 136 

Adam  Creites  (Adam  Creitz),  Dec.  19, 1768 164 

Gottlieb  Demut  (Gottlieb  Donat),  Aug.24,1753 96 

John  Everitt,  May  4, 1759 66 

George  Enos,  May  30,  1786 42 

Philip  Enos,  April  12,  1768 25 

Philip  Eberth,  May  4, 1768 44 

Thomas  Everitt,  March  18,  1769 36 

Gabriel  Foagher,  Oct.  26, 1748 63 

John  Flugh,  Dec.  12,  1749 63 

Samuel  Frees,  Oct.  22,1762 60 

Daniel  Hiester,  April  25,  1744 112 

George  Harmony,  March  6, 1749 60 

Zachariah  Heller,  May  11,  1769 223 

Christian  Henry,  June  22, 1769 78 

AbrahamKerper,  Jan.24, 1743 200 

"              "        Oct.  30,1744 21 

Henry  Kuntzman,  Sept.  2, 1749 160 

"              "            July  19,  1754 79 

Jacob  Kistler,  April  3u,  1866 126 

John  Kistler,  May  21, 1766 42 

Henry  King,  June  14,  1769 '. 146 

Evan  Long,  Feb.  8,  1744 348 

Jacob  Leeser,  Oct.  14,  1749 116 

Peter  Lutz,  Sept,  13, 1765 59 

Michael  Miller,  Aug.  11,  1747 63 

Simon  Moser,  Dec.  22, 1748 203 

Christian  Miller,  April  20,  1749 31 

"              "       March  23, 1760 72 

Frederick  Michael,  Aug  4, 1760 70 

Adam  Miller,  Aug.  5,  17.52 149 

Michael  Moser,  June  8,1764 64 

Simon  Moser,  Nov.  19, 1766 33 

Jacob  Muntz  (Moutz),  Dec,  10,  1766 48 

"           "             "         Dec.  10,  1766 39 

Conrad  Muntz  (Moutz),  Dec.  10,1766 49 

Christian  Miller,  April  7, 1767 105 

Larance  Miller,  Oct.  19,  1767 44 

George  Nongener,  April  1,  1747 63 

George  Neiss  (or  Neiis),  Dec.  19, 1761 76 

John  Neart,  Feb.  8,  1769 66 

George  Oswald,  June  9,  1752 199 

Daniel  Oswald,  April  27, 1768 76 

"           "        May  11, 1769 143 

David  Pillman,  Oct.  4,  1738 200 

Adam  Potts,  March  13, 1745 79 

Michael  Poke,  Mav  11, 1748 124 

Henry  Pedneek,  May  3,  1749 116 

Godfried  Peatzle,  April  30, 1767 131 

Mathias  Ehoods,  April  16, 1740 204 

Baltzer  Hedenhower,  Nov.  29,1748 124 

Henry  Kubrecht,  Nov,  12, 1768 70 

Job  Sickfried  (Earlist),  Feb.  24,  1737 30U 

Charles  Stroub,  Sept.  6,  1748 293 

Henry  Sunday,  March  6,  1760 130 
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Acres, 

Andrew  Seachler  (Sechler),  May  30,  1785 40 

NicholMS  Smith,  Sept.  30,1765 107 

Jacob  Snyder,  Oct.  II,  1765 112 

Melchoir  Geer,  Nov.  12, 1766 109 

Gabridl  Vopel,  JuneS,  1754 37 

Sebastian  Verner,  Sept.  8, 1758 125 

Martm  Wydsell,  Sept.  29,  1741 168 

Philip  Wertman.Dec.  15,  1749 197 

"  "        Aug.  8,  1750 123 

Henry    Wetherstiue   (cHlled    "Winderetein),  Nov.  12, 

1773 10 

George  Witzell,  Dec.  28,  1767 17 

Henry  Weiderstine  (called  Wintherstein),  Feb.  1,  1768      86 

Michael  Wertman,  April  27,  1768 42 

Baltzer  Yeager.  Nov.  4, 1752 65 

George  Huns  Zimmerman,  Aug.  2, 1751 22 

The  names  given  below  are  taken  from  the  assess- 
ment-roll made  by  the  commissioners  of  Northampton 
County,  Dec.  27,  1781 : 

Philip  Anthony.  Christian  Haas. 
Adam  Arend.  Leonard  Haas. 
John  Anthony.  Henry  Kram. 
Philip  Breiner.  Andrew  Kuukle. 
Philip  Bower.  Adam  Krok. 
John  Breiner.  Christian  Kock.     , 
Michael  Bock.  Jacob  Kuntz.         l  ^x""^^ 
John  Bear.  John  Kuntz.          I     ^^^ 
Martin  Bnily.  Michael  Kuntz.    | 
Abraham  Baily.  John  Kistler.        / 
Lorance  Bachman.  Michael  Kiatler,' 
Paul  Bachman.  Jacob  Kistler. 
Frederick  Breyner.  Samuel  Kistler. 
Conrad  Bylman.  Philip  Kistler. 
George  Breish.  George  Kiatler,  (Dietrich  Mill, 
Henry  Bautz.                                               over  two  miles  from  Kutz- 
Martin  Bear,                                                to\vn). 
Widow  Bear.  Henry  King, 
Casper  Baldauf.  Frederick  Lyser* 
Adam  Clause.  John  Lyser, 
Adam  Cfitis.  Peter  Leitz. 
Wilhelm  J.  Carl.  John  Lyby. 
Melchoir  Derr.  John  Lorah. 
Mathias  DeLong.  Christian  Luff. 
John  Dietrich.  Jacob  Manss. 
John  DeLoug.—  Christian  Miller. 
Thomas  Everett.  Simon  Moeaer. 
Philip  Ebert.  Philip  Mosser. 
Bastian  Edel.  Berghard  Moaser. 
George  Eckroth.  Andrew  Meyer. 
Stofle  Eckroth.  Eagle  Meyer. 
George  Ehris.  William  Meyer. 
Michael  Fenstermaechr,  Carl  Meyer. 
Bernhard  Fallweiler.  Andrew  Miller. 
Philip  FiiBselman.  Jacob  Miller. 
George  Folck.  Martin  Metzger. 
Joseph  Gorber.  Conrad  Nun- 
Peter  Gift.  John  Moyer. 
Henry  Gisaler.  John  Moyer,  Jr. 
Conrad  Hollebach.  Daniel  Moyer. 
ChriBtian  Henry.  Peter  Notetein. 
George  Hauselman.  Daniel  Oswald. 
Zachariah  Haller.  Jacob  Oswald. 
Zachariah  Haller,  Jr.  Anthony  Opp. 
Henry  Haller.  Philip  Puhl. 
Christian  Haller.  Margereth  Pugh. 
Dewalt  Houck,  Jr.  Matthias  Probst  (Matthias). 
George  Herniany.  George  Probst. 
John  Heil.  Martin  Probst. 
Jacob  Hans.  Philip  Probst. 
William  Holby.  Peter  Rerdeuower. 
Paul  Hertzog.  Jacob  Rex. 
Daniel  Ham.  Jacob  Reeglo. 
George  Hollenbach.  Henry  Ruprecht. 
John  Herman.  Henry  Riehea. 
Jacob  Heinbach.  Daniel  Reiss. 
Dewalt  Hanck.  Henry  Steigerwalt. 
George  Heilman.  George  Sausley. 
George  Heilman,  Jr.  John  Swatz. 


Peter  Sheefly. 
Mii-hael  Stein. 
Stoffle  Sunday. 
Charles  Shuck- 
Widow  of  John  Stein. 
Frederick  Sechler. 
George  Shuck. 
Martin  Shuck. 
George  Snyder. 
Michael  Shickly. 
Andrew  Sechler. 
John  Smith. 
Mathias  Schitz. 
Daniel  Straub. 
Charles  Straub. 
Andrew  Straub. 
Philip  Sittler. 
Ehrhard  Seisloff. 
Henry  Snyder, 
Widow  Stambach, 
Frederick  Souder. 
Adam  Stabler. 


John  Hermany. 
Daniel  Shuman, 
Leonard  Bock. 
Charles  Bock. 
John  Baldauff. 
Philip  Baldauff, 


Abraham  Shellbamer. 
Philip  Sliellhamer. 
Bernard  Snyder. 
Henry  Snyder. 
Daniel  Snyder, 
Samuel  Everett. 
Daniel  Stambach. 
Christian  Shuman. 
Philip  Shock. 
Jacob  Steitly. 
Jacob  Wertman. 
Martin  Wertman. 
Michael  Wertman. 
Widow  Weitzel. 
John  Weiss, 
Jacob  Wannamacher. 
Jacob  Wannamacher,  Jr. 
Philip  Wannamacher. 
Caspar  Wannamacher. 
John  Weieser. 
William  Yett. 

Single  Freemen. 

Paul  Anthony. 
Henry  Fink, 
Philip  Opt. 
George  Buprecht. 
Dealer  Hanselman. 
Andrew  Hanselman. 


Of  these,  the  largest  tax-payers  were  Philip  Mosser, 
who  was  assessed  for  ten  pounds;  Thomas  Everitt  for 
eight  pounds ;  George  Hermany,  Jacob  Manss,  Mar- 
tin Probst,  John  Swatz,  Bernard  Snyder,  each  seven 
pounds;  John  Breiner,  Conrad  Bylman,  Geo.  Breish, 
Paul  Hertzog,  Frederick  Lyserbad,  Michael  Stein, 
each  for  six  pounds ;  all  others  for  lesser  amounts. 

The  following  names  are  copied  from  the  assess- 
ment-roll made  by  the  commissioner  of  Northampton 
County  for  the  year  a.d.  1812  : 


Paul  Anthony. 
Daniel  Arndt. 
John  Arndt. 
Valentine  Brobst, 
Jacob  Bachman. 
Sebastian  Benninghoff. 
John  Benninghoff. 
Mathias  Brobst, 
John  Brobst. 
Michael  Brobst,  Sr. 
George  Breiner. 
Jacob  Baush. 
Daniel  Bachman. 
Frederick  Frey. 
William  Kistler. 
Martin  Bear. 
Philip  Baldauf. 
George  Bihl. 
Catharine  Baldauf. 
Godfrey  Brobst. 
John  Banah. 
Jacob  Bear. 

George  Breisch  (estate). 
Abraham  Belchley. 
Michael  Brobst. 
James  Brier. 
Cliristian  Boary. 
Jacob  Benfteld. 
John  Bear, 
Michael  CroU. 
J^obn  Carl. 
Widow  Carl. 
Jacob  Behley. 


Henry  Creitz. 

Henry  Carl  (estate). 

Adam  Clause. 

Samuel  Billmau. 

George  Castord, 

John  Crash. 

Martin  Crone. 

George  Crone. 

Martin  Donot. 

John  Fogel,  Esq. 

Job  Delong. 

George  Dreine  (Treiner). 

Henry  Drumbower. 

John  Everitt  (estate). 

John  Everitt. 

Peter  Everitt  (weaver). 

Tobias  Ebert. 

Philip  Ebert. 

Peter  Ebert. 

Peter  Eboroth. 

John  Eberotb. 

Ferdinand  FuUweiler. 

Daniel  FuUweiler. 

Henry  Fusselman. 

Ehrhard  Fusselman. 

Michael  Fenstermacher. 

Jacob  Fenstermacher, 

Frederick  Fry. 

Philip  Fenstermacher. 

Jacob  Frederolf  (Fetherolf ). 

Jacob  Frey.- 

Chriatian  Fink. 

Widow  Frey. 
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Andrew  Graver. 

John  Seiberling. 

Daniel  Greenwald. 

Philip  Harmiui. 

Nicholas  Hartman. 

Conrad  Hartman. 

Adam  Harry. 

Jesse  Hermany. 

Peter  Hunsicker. 

Jacob  Hotben. 

Deaterich  Hunsicker. 

Widow  Hausman. 

Jacob  Haas. 

George  Harman. 

Jacob  Haas,  Jr. 

John  Heil, 

Lewis  Herring. 

Nicholas  HoUenbach. 

Christian  Hulben. 

Samuel  Ely. 

Daniel  Holleubach. 

Samuel  Jenser. 

George  Jenser. 

Philip  Jaxheimer. 

Jacob  Klingaman. 

Jacob  King  (Koenig). 

Henry  Krnm. 

John  Kistler. 

Samuel  Kistler.  """ 

Jacob  Kuntz. 

Philip  Kistler. 

Jacob  Kistler. 

John  Kistler,  Jr. 

Ferdinand  Kistler. 

Peter  Kasbner  (Kerschner). 

George  Krumm. 

Michael  Kistler. 

Jacob  Kistler. 

Samuel  Kistler. 

Peter  Kunkle. 

Philip  Kerschner. 

Conrad  Kerschner. 

Jacob  Kerschner. 

Ciinrad  Kerschner, 

Christian  Klingeman. 

Michael  Klingamen. 

Michael  Kistler. 

Frederick  Andrew  Leiby. 

Jacob  Lutz. 

Daniel  Leeser. 

Frederick  Lutz. 

Jacob  Leiber. 

Christian  Lutz. 

Henry  Lutz. 

John  Lutz. 

Peter  Lutz. 

John  Liebic,  Jr. 

George  Lock  (Loch). 

Zacharinh  Long. 

Abraham  Long. 

Conrad  Lutz. 

Andrew  Miller, 

Peter  Miller. 

Jacob  Mauce  (Mautz). 

Henry  Mauce  (Mautz). 

Philip  Mauce  (Mautz). 

David  Moflser. 

Borgart  Mosser. 

Abraham  Merkch  (Merkel). 

Peter  Myer. 

Michael  Mosser. 

Jacob  MoBser. 

Peter  Miller. 

Andrew  Miller,  Jr. 

John  Miller. 

Peter  Miller. 

Abraham  Miller. 


Henry  Moyer. 

Philip  Mosser. 

George  Mosser. 

John  Neif  (Neff). 

John  Meyer. 

Peter  Neif  (Neflf). 

John  Notestein. 

Daniel  Oswald. 

Jacob  Oswald. 

Jacob  Odwald,  Jr. 

John  Oswald. 

John  Oswald,  Jr. 

Anthony  0pp. 

Conrad  0pp. 

William  Peter. 

John  Kubrecht. 

Laurence  Reitz. 

John  Eeitz. 

George  Raush  (supposed  Baush), 

George  Rubrecht. 

Henry  Rubrochl. 

Isaac  Romick. 

John  Senainger. 

Andrew  Straub. 

George  Sherry. 

John  Sittlei-. 

Jacob  Shneider. 

Henry  Shneider. 

John  Stein. 

John  Snyder  (Shneider). 

Peter  Shneider. 

John  Steirwold  (Steigerwalt), 

Jacob  Smith. 

Henry  Steirwold  (Steigerwalt). 

Nicholas  Schleicher. 

Jacob  Sechler. 

Jacob  Schneider. 

Conrad  Stump. 

Valentine  Sell. 

Andrew  Sechler. 

John  Sechler. 

Jacob  SchalUiard  (Schellhart). 

Henry  Schackler. 

Frederick  Sechler. 

George  Sittler. 

Daniel  Saeger(late  Crawford  Co.). 

Andrew  Straub. 

Andrew  Sechler,  Jr. 

John  Stroub. 

Henry  Stroub. 

Jacob  Schalhard  (Schellhart). 

George  Shnyder. 

William  Shnyeder  (Snyder). 

Henry  Smith. 

Melchior  Schwab. 

Conrad  Hartman. 

Henry  Schitz. 

John  Schaller. 

Henry  Soudal. 

Andrew  Steirwold. 

John  Shnyder. 

Samuel  Shneider. 

John  Seiberling. 

George  Sentee,  Jr. 

Peter  Shnyder 

Frederick  Sheoffer. 

Joseph  Sechler, 

Christian  Shnyder. 

Jacob  Straub. 

George  Schallhamer. 

George  Wonnemacher. 

Jacob  Wartman, 

Philip  Wartman. 

Philip  Wannemacher. 

Daniel  Wannemacher. 

Jacob  Wannemacher,  Jr. 

Jacob  Wannemacher,  Sr. 


John  Weiss. 
John  Weiss,  Jr. 
Christian  Wert. 
Casper  Wannemacher. 
Christian  Wannemacher, 

Christian  Kuntz.  ^■""^""^ 
Thomas  Everitt. 
Henry  Weaver. 
Abraham  Fenstermacher. 
John  Miller. 
John  Fenstermacher. 
John  Shnyder. 
John  Miller. 
Jacob  Weaver. 
Andrew  Hartzell. 
Peter  Shnyder. 
Jacob  Meyer. 
Jacob  Mosser. 


Henry  Weaver. 
Henry  Weaver,  Jr. 
Andrew  Wertman. 
John  Ritter  (estate). 

Stiiijle  Freemen. 

George  BenighofF. 

Jacob  Bachman. 

Henry  Beltz  (supposed  Reitz). 

Henry  Loag. 

Charles  Loag. 

Henry  Koenig. 

Philip  Brobst. 

Michael  Kistler. 

John  Kistler. 

Jacob  Rubrecht. 

Henry  Fullweiler. 

John  Hoffman. 


It  is  very  difficult  to  gather  reliable  data  concern- 
ing the  early  families  who  settled  in  the  township,  as 
their  descendants  in  many  cases  know  but  little  of 
them,  except  that  the  land  they  inherited  came  from 
some  remote  ancestor.  Effort  has  been  made  to  secure 
records  of  a  few  of  the  first  settlers,  with  the  result 
here  given. 

George  Hermany  emigrated  from  Europe  in  the 
year  1736,  when  but  seventeen  years  of  age,  with 
his  uncle,  who  settled  in  Kutztown,  where  George 
remained  until  1749.  On  the  6th  of  March  in  that 
year,  he  took  out  a  warrant  for  fifty  acres  of  land,  a 
part  of  the  tract  now  owned  by  his  grandsons.  To 
this  tract  he  later  added  by  purchase.  He  lived  on  the 
farm  till  his  death,  and  left  two  sons, — George  and 
Philip.  George  emigrated  to  Ohio,  and  died  there; 
Philip  settled  on  the  homestead,  married  Catherine 
Stiegerwalt,  lived  to  an  advanced  age,  and  died  about 
1837,  leaving  a  family  of  five  sons, — John,  Samuel, 
Daniel,  George,  and  Isaac.  John  settled  in  Jackson- 
ville, kept  the  hotel,  store,  and  post-office,  and  died 
in  1863..  Samuel  married  Salome,  the  daughter  of 
Christian  Wannemacher,  and  settled  on  the  home- 
stead, where  he  lived  all  his  days,  and  died  in  1868, 
aged  sixty-three  years,  leaving  four  sons,  of  whom 
Charles  became  a  civil  engineer,  and  resides  in  St. 
Louis.  Edwin,  Lewis,  Samuel,  and  Amanda  reside  on 
the  homestead  farm,  which  is  one  of  the  finest  in  the 
county.  Edwin  is  actively  engaged  in  the  interest  of 
the  schools  in  the  township.  Lewis  was  captain  in  a 
Carbon  County  regiment  in  the  last  war.  Daniel,  son 
of  Philip,  settled  at  Lockport,  N,  Y.  George  emi- 
grated to  Ohio.  Isaac  located  in  Ham  berg,  Berks 
County.  Of  the  daughters  of  Philip,  Rebecca  mar- 
ried the  Rev.  John  Zulich ;  Magdalena  became  Mrs. 
Jacob  Lieby  ;  Catharine  married  Jonathan  Smith,  of 
Albany,  Berks  Co. ;  and  Molly,  Mrs.  Henry  Long. 

Peter  Hunsicker  came  to  the  township  from  Heidel- 
berg after  1781,  and  located  on  land  adjoining  Philip 
Mosser.  He  was  a  farmer,  and  had  one  son,  Peter, 
who  died  in  1883,  aged  ninety  years.  He  left  several 
children,  of  whom  Reuben  and  Paul  reside  in  Heidel- 
berg, and  Joseph  resides  in  the  township.  John  D. 
Kistler  resides  on  the  old  Hunsicker  farm. 
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Of  the  Fetlerolf  family  were  four  brothers, — Jacob, 
Peter,  Philip,  and  John.  Jacob  lived  below  Jackson- 
ville, where  his  family  still  reside.  Peter  resided  in 
the  Kistler  Valley  near  the  Berks  County  line.  Philip 
lived  on  the  farm  now  owned  by  Daniel  K.  Fetterolf, 
of  AUentown.  John  was  a  miller,  and  settled  in 
Kistler's  Valley,  at  Fetterolfsville,  in  Berks  County. 

Among  the  very  first  settlers  of  Lynn  township  was 
John  Heil,  Sr.,  who  was  the  owner  of  a  tract  of  land 
on  the  south  side  of  Kistler's  Valley.  The  tract  is 
now  owned  by  the  heirs  of  David  J.  Kistler,  deceased. 
John  Heil,  Sr.,  sold  his  land  to  his  son,  John  Heil, 
Jr.,  and  John  Heil,  Jr.,  had  two  sons, — David  and 
John.  John  remained  unmarried,  and  David,  who 
was  married,  finally  became  the  owner  of  the  whole 
tract,  and  in  his  lifetime  sold  the  same  to  the  above- 
named  present  owners.  David  had  sons  and  daugh- 
ters, who  are  all  scattered  in  different  directions 
except  his  son,  John  Heil,  who  is  residing  with  his 
family  in  Germansville,  Heidelberg  township.  The 
family  all  the  way  down  was  a  religious  family,  and 
the  first  John  Heil  belonged  to  the  Moravian  denom- 
ination, who  had  first  settled  here  and  who  had  a 
church  here  before  any  other  denomination  had  suc- 
ceeded that  far,  and  is  buried  in  the  Moravian  grave- 
yard, on  land  of  Jonas  J.  Kistler,  in  Kistler's  Valley. 

On  the  24th  of  September,  1766,  Peter  BaldauflF 
took  out  a  warrant  for  forty-three  acres  of  land.  One 
Caspar  Baldauff  is  assessed  in  1781,  and  in  1798  Philip 
Baldauflf  lived  adjoining  land  of  Philip  Mosser,  and 
in  1812  Philip  and  Catharine  Baldauff  were  assessed. 
The  family  died  out  without  leaving  heirs,  and  by 
authority  of  law  Governor  Shunk  conveyed  the  prop- 
erty by  deed  to  Michael  Lauchnor  on  the  29th  day  of 
July,  1846.  It  now  belongs  to  his  sons,  James  and 
William  F.  Lauchnor.  On  the  place  is  a  station  of  the 
Schuylkill  and  Lehigh  Railroad.  A  store  was  kept 
there  by  Peter  Miller  from  1851  to  1855. 

In  the  assessment-roll  of  1781  occur  the  names  of 
Martin,  Matthias,  George  and  Philip  Probst.  The 
name  later  was  changed  to  Brobst.  In  1786  Martin 
Brobst  was  licensed  by  the  court  of  Northampton 
County  to  keep  a  tavern.  It  appears  that  four  years 
later,  Jan.  7, 1790,  he  took  out  a  warrant  for  eighty-four 
acres  of  land.  His  name  does  not  appear  in  the  assess- 
ment-roll of  1812,  when  the  following  members  of  the 
family  were  assessed, — Michael  Brobst,  Sr.,  Michael 
Brobst,  Jr.,  Valentine  Matthias,  John  F.,  and  Godfrey. 
In  1815  John  F.  Brobst  was  licensed  to  keep  a  tavern 
and  lived  near  Steinsville.  Jacob  F.  Brobst  was  a  son 
of  John  F.,  and  in  1822  married  Lydia,  a  daughter 
of  Philip  Kistler ;  they  had  three  sons,  of  whom  Sam- 
uel K.  Brobst  was  the  eldest.  He  was  born  Nov.  16, 
1822,  attended  the  Washington  College,  Kutztown 
Adademy,  Marshall  College,  and  later  Washington 
College,  where  he  gave  instructions  in  German.  In 
1845  he  was  appointed  agent  of  the  Sunday-school 
Union  and  to  establish  German  Sunday-schools.  In 
May,  1847,  he  was  licensed  as  a  Lutheran  minister  in 


the  Zion's  Lutheran  Church  in  Philadelphia,  and  in 
1850  was  ordained  in  Pottsville.  For  a  number  of 
years  he  acted  as  missionary  and  supply  for  different  ' 
congregations.  From  184,3  to  his  death,  Dec.  23, 1876, 
he  was  connected  with  the  publishing  house  at  Allen- 
town,  and  had  charge  of  the  St.  Peter's  Church  in  that 
city  for  several  years. 

Marcus,  Jacob,  Sr.,  and  Philip  Wannemacher  were 
cousins  who  settled  in  Lynn  township  at  an  early  day. 
Marcus  located  on  land  around  and  including  Lynn- 
port.  He  lived  in  a  house  that  stood  by  the  spring 
near  where  the  depot  at  Lynnport  stands.  His  name 
does  not  occur  in  the  assessment  of  1781.  The  names 
of  Jacob,  Sr.,  Jacob,  Jr.,  Philip  and  Caspar  appear. 
Jacob  Wannemacher,  Sr.,  lived  near  Lynnport.  He 
built  the  grist-mill  now  owned  by  Joel  Snyder.  He 
died  about  1829  and  left  Jacob,  Daniel  and  Christian, 
and  a  daughter  who  married  Jacob  Wetherold.  Jacob 
settled  on  part  of  the  tract  of  his  father.  He  was  at 
one  time  commissioner  of  the  county.  His  family 
are  scattered. 

Christian  settled  at  Steinville.  His  son,  Charles, 
was  for  several  years  a  merchant  in  Philadelphia,  and 
now  resides  in  Boston. 

Philip  Wannemacher  resided  on  part  of  the  tract, 
and  where  Edwin  Hermany  now  resides.  He  died 
about  1829,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  was  the 
wealthiest  man  in  the  township.  Catharine,  his  only 
child,  married  Joseph  Sechler,  and  settled  on  the 
homestead. 

Caspar  settled  on  part  of  the  original  tract,  now 
owned  by  Daniel  Wannemacher,  his  son.  He  died 
about  1845,  and  left  three  sons  and  five  daughters, — 
Joseph,  Daniel,  and  Jesse. 

Of  the  daughters,  Catharine  married  David  Fol- 
weiler,  and  settled  in  Lynnport.  Maria  married 
Abraham  Leidy,  who  also  settled  at  Lynnport.  Susan 
became  the  wife  of  Eeuben  Fetherolf,  and  she  now 
lives  at  the  old  Jacob  Fetherolf  place. 

Michael  Fenstermacher  resided  near  Lynnville. 
He  was  a  resident  there  many  years  previous  to  1781, 
and  built  an  oil-mill  on  the  creek,  which  was  later 
changed  to  a  grist-mill.  He  also  started  a  store  in  his 
dwelling-house.  It  is  related  of  him  that  for  many 
years  his  doors  were  without  locks,  bolts,  or  bars.  He 
was  urged  to  fasten  his  doors,  and  finally  consented. 
The  next  week  after  he  had  bolted  and  barred 
his  store  it  was  broken  into  and  some  of  his  goods 
taken.  He  was  living  in  1812,  and  his  sons,  Jacob 
and  Philip,  were  also  owners  of  land  at  that  time. 
His  other  sons  were  Abraham,  Daniel,  and  Peter. 
Daniel,  a  grandson  of  Michael,  now  resides  on  the  old 
homestead. 

The  land  known  as  the  Holben  farm  and  mill  prop- 
erty, (in  Switzer  Creek,  was  originally  warranted  by 

Caspar  Wieser,  and  by  him  sold  to  Kuntz,  and 

in  1750  came  into  possession  of  Sylvester  Holben.  He 
left  Germany  with  his  brother,  John,  and  his  wife. 
On  the  voyage  John  was  taken  sick,  made  his  will  in 
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favor  of  his  brother,  with  the  provision  that  Solomon 
should  marry  his  wife.  John  died,  and  was  buried  in 
the  sea.  Solomon  carried  out  the  provisions  of  the 
will,  married  the  widow,  and  settled  on' the  Switzer 
Creek.  He  had  two  sons,  Gideon  and  Jacob.  The 
former  moved  to  Lowhill,  where  his  descendants  now 
live.  Jacob  settled  on  the  old  tract,  built  a  gnist-mill 
about  half  a  mile  up  from  the  present  one,  and  in  1813 
erected  the  present  stone  mill.  He  had  three  sons, — 
Jacob,  Andrew,  and  David.  The  latter  settled  on  the 
homestead,  and  died  in  1882,  leaving  the  property  to 
a  son.  Dr.  M.  J.  Holen,  of  Slatington,  and  a  daugh- 
ter. Jacob  settled  at  Pleasant  Corner,  and  died  there. 
Hon.  Evan  Holben,  of  AUentown,  and  Professor 
Oliver  Holben,  of  New  York,  are  sons  of  Jacob. 
Andrew  settled  at  Weissenberg,  and  died  in  1883, 
aged  eighty-two  years. 

Among  the  early  land  warrants  appear  the  names 
of  John  Everett,  with  the  date  of  May  4,  1759,  and 
Thomas  Everett,  in  April,  1769.  It  is  not  known 
whether  these  men  settled  in  the  township  or  not. 
There  are  families  of  the  name  residing  in  the  town- 
ship. Samuel  Everett,  whose  name  has  not  been  as- 
sociated with  the  others  above  mentioned,  married  a 
daughter  of  Philip  Mosser.  Although  his  name  is 
not  found  at  Easton  in  the  list  of  justices  of  the 
peace  of  this  district,  it  appears  attached  to  many  of 
the  deeds  as  the  justice  taking  the  acknowledgments. 
He  resided  on  a  farm  near  the  Jacksonville  Church, 
and  where  for  many  years  Jacob  Oswald,  son  of  John, 
resided.  Michael  Everett,  a  son  of  Samuel,  settled  at 
Lynnport,  and  kept  the  hotel  and  a  store  several  years, 
and  moved  to  Philadelphia,  where  he  was  a  merchant. 
Other  sons  of  Samuel  removed  to  Ohio. 

Jacob,  Samuel,  and  John  Everett,  not  of  the  line 
of  Samuel  Everett,  Esq.,  were  living  in  the  township 
fifty  years  ago,  and  their  descendants  now  reside  here. 

Andrew  Miller  was  born  near  Lynnville,  some  time 
between  1730  and  1740 ;  he  married  Magdalena  Sie- 
berling,  and  settled  on  the  farm  now  owned  by  Nathan 
Bachman.  He  had  three  children,— John,  Maria,  and 
Catharine.  Maria  was  the  wife  of  John  D.  Heintzel- 
man,  and  Catharine  became  the  wife  of  Samuel  Kist- 
ler.  John  was  born  in  1790 ;  served  in  the  war  of 
1812 ;  married  Maria  Eex,  and  settled  on  the  home- 
stead. He  died  in  1835,  and  left  six  children,— Reuben, 
John,  Stephen,  Catharine,  Mary,  and  Sarah.  Reuben, 
John,  and  Catharine  are  residents  in  the  township. 

George  Kistler  was  among  a  number  of  Palatinates, 
or  Swiss,  who,  it  appears,  moved,  between  1735  and 
1745,  from  Falkner  Swamp  and  Goshenhoppen  (present 
Montgomery  County)  up  to  Lynn  township,  and  set- 
tled down  in  the  vicinity  of  what  is  now  called  the 
Jerusalem  Church,  formerly  called  Allemangel  Church, 
which  section  of  the  country  was  then  called  "Alle- 
mangel." He  was  elder  of  the  Allemangel  Church 
about  1756  to  1768.  The  names  of  his  children  were 
George  Kistler,  Jr.,  who  afterwards  lived  near  Kutz- 
town ;  Jacob  Kistler,  John  Kistler,  Samuel  Kistler, 


Philip  Kistler,  and  Michael  Kistler.  Barbara  was 
married,  first,  to  a  Brobst,  and  afterwards  to  Michael 
Mosser,  of  Lowhill.  Dorotea  was  married  to  Michael 
Reinhart,  and  Elizabeth  to  a  Keller,  near  Hamburg, 
Pa. 

Samuel  Kistler  was  born  Sept.  20,  1754,  and  died 
April  24,  1822,  at  the  old  homestead,  where  Daniel 
B.  Kistler  now  lives,  and  is  buried  at  the  said  Jeru- 
salem Church,  who,  with  his  first  wife,  Mary  Eliza- 
beth Ladich,  daughter  of  Jacob  Ladich,  who  was  born 
Nov.  22,  1761,  in  Greenwich  township,  Berks  Co.,  had 
three  children, — Barbara,  who  was  married  to  Henry 
Sunday,  who  died,  and  is  buried  at  the  Dunkels 
Church,  near  Klinesville ;  Jacob  S.  Kistler,  who  was 
born  Oct.  5,  1781,  and  died  Oct.  7,  1849,  and  is  buried 
at  the  Jerusalem  Church;  and  Samuel  Kistler,  who 
was  born  Aug.  12,  1785,  and  died  Sept.  18,  1862,  and 
is  buried  at  the  Ebenezer  Church  at  New  Tripoli. 
And  with  his  second  wife,  Catharine  Brobst,  he  had 
the  following-named  children,  to  wit :  John  S.  Kistler, 
who  died,  and  is  buried  at  the  Jerusalem  Church; 
Michael  Kistler,  who  moved  to  Ohio,  where  he  died ; 
Christian  Kistler,  who  died,  and  is  buried  at  the 
Ebenezer  Church  at  New  Tripoli ;  Daniel  S.  Kistler, 
who  died  in  West  Penn,  Schuylkill  Co.,  and  is  buried 
there ;  David  Kistler,  who  is  still  alive,  and  is  re- 
siding in  West  Penn  township,  Schuylkill  Co. ;  Jesse 
Kistler  had  moved  to  Ohio  and  died  there;  Charles 
Kistler  had  also  moved  to  the  State  of  Ohio,  in  the 
neighborhood  of  Warren,  and  is  still  living ;  Levi 
Kistler,  who  was  the  youngest  son  and  child,  was 
born  July  8, 1811,  and  died  Feb.  9, 1884,  and  is  buried 
at  the  Jacob's  Church  at  Jacksonville,  in  Lynn  town- 
ship. Maria  Elizabeth  Kistler  was  married  to  Jacob 
Snyder,  who  moved  to  Ohio  and  died  there ;  Cath- 
erine was  married  to  George  Weida,  and  died  at  an 
early  age  in  Lowhill  township ;  Salome  was  married 
to  Jacob  Mosser  (the  tanner),  aud  died  at  AUentown ; 
and  Magdalena  was  married  to  Solomon  Mosser,  who 
died,  and  was  buried  at  the  Jerusalem  or  Lynnville 
Church.  The  above-named  Samuel  Kistler  was  the 
owner  of  large  tracts  of  lands.  He  had  at  the  time  of 
his  death,  in  1822,  a  tract  of  five  hundred  and  ninety -six 
acres  one  hundred  and  ten  perches  of  land,  all  adjoin- 
ing, in  Kistler's  Valley.  Besides  that  he  owned  a  tract 
of  land  near  New  Tripoli,  on  which  he  had  built  an  ex- 
pensive stone  grist-mill,  saw-mill,  etc.,  and  had  also 
owned  the  tract  on  which  now  Parry  Kistler  re- 
sides, where  he  first  started  out.  He  was  favorably 
known  as  a  leading  man  in  the  upper  part  of  the 
county. 

Jacob  S.  Kistler  was  born  in  Lynn  township,  at  the 
place  where  now  Parry  Kistler  resides ;  was  a  farmer 
by  occupation,  and  had  two  farms  in  Kistler's  Valley, 
which  together  contained  nearly  four  hundred  acres 
of  land.  He  held  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace, 
and  served  otherwise  in  the  affairs  of  the  township. 
He  was  first  married  to  a  daughter  of  Wilhelm  J.  Carl, 
with  whom  he  had  two  sons, — John,  who  was  born 
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Aug.  21,  1802,  and  who  died  Jan.  27,  1862;  and 
Jacob,  who  died  in  or  about  the  j-ear  1836.  Are  both 
buried  at  the  Jerusalem  Church.  His  second  wife 
was  Catharine,  and  his  third  wife  Anna  Barbara, 
daughters  of  Henry  Bausch.  Jacob  S.  Kistler  had 
no  children  by  the  second  wife,  and  the  following  are 
by  the  thinl  wife.  She  was  born  June  25,  1790,  and 
died  Nov.  19, 1867.  Nathan  Kistler  was  born  April  6, 
1811,  and  died  Sept.  11,  1878;  Stephen  Kistler,  born 
Dec.  26, 1817,  died  March  18, 1874;  David  J.  Kistler, 
born  Jan.  1,  1826,  died  Oct.  15, 1880  (all  buried  at  the 
Jerusalem  Church) ;  Eeuben  Kistler,  born  March  8, 
1816,  is  still  alive,  and  is  residing  at  Louisville,  Ky. ; 
Jonas  J.  Kistler  and  Charles  Kistler  are  both  living,  j 
and  reside  in  Kistler's  Valley,  Lynn  township; 
Salome,  who  was  born  Feb.  17,  1810,  and  married  to 
John  Hermany,  died  Jan.  27,  1851,  and  is  buried  at 
the  Jacob's  Church  at  Jacksonville ;  Mary,  who  was 
born  Oct.  4,  1812,  and  who  was  married  to  Elias 
Wertman,  died  Sept.  21,  1875,  near  Yates  City,  111., 
is  buried  at  French  Grove,  Peoria  Co.,  111. ;  Lydia, 
who  was  married  to  Daniel  Long,  died  Aug.  9,  1854, 
aged  thirty-four  years,  at  Ringgold,  Schuylkill  Co., 
and  is  buried  there  ;  Catharine,  who  is  living  yet,  and 
who  is  now  the  widow  of  Reuben  Buck,  resides  near 
Jacksonville,  Pa.,  and  Elizabeth  at  Saegersville,  Pa. ; 
Anna  Fenah  is  married  to  Charles  Lenhart,  and  re- 
sides near  the  Corner  Church,  in  Albany  township, 
Berks  Co. ;  and  Helenah,  who  was  the  second  wife  of 
Daniel  Long  (deceased),  is  now  a  widow,  and  resides 
near  Atchison,  Kan.,  and  Samuel  J.  Kistler  at  Saegers- 
ville, Pa. 

Philip,  son  of  George,  settled  on  the  Bill  man  land, 
in  Kistler  Valley,  and  died  there.  He  left  nine  chil- 
dren,— Jacob,  John,  Ferdinand,  Philip,  Jonathan, 
Barbara,  Maria,  Catharine,  and  Elizabeth.  Jacob 
located  where  the  Kistler  tannery  now  is,  and  died 
there,  leaving  a  large  family.  He  married  Marie 
Bear.     Mrs.  Philip  Fetherolf  is  a  daughter. 

John,  known  as  the  hatter,  married  Sally  Markle, 
settled  on  the  Billman  place,  where  his  father  had 
lived.  He  learned  the  trade  of  a  hatter,  and  carried 
on  the  business.  He  left  two  sons — Benjamin,  of 
Allentown,  and  David,  of  Iowa — and  three  daugh- 
ters. Judith  became  the  wife  of  Jacob  Kistler. 
Ferdinand  moved  beyond  the  mountains,  and  had 
two  sons, — Adam  and  Isaac.  Philip  settled  near 
Orangeville,  Columbia  Co. ;  Jonathan  in  Schuylkill 
County.  Barbara  married  Jacob  Wannemacher,  and 
settled  near  Lynnport,  in  Lynn  township.  Maria 
married  Tobias  Wehr;  settled  beyond  the  Blue 
Mountains ;  later  married  Jacob  Fetterolf  Catha- 
rine became  the  wife  of  Daniel  Wannemacher ;  set- 
tled near  Lynnport.  Elizabeth  married  Peter  Green- 
wait,  and  lived  in  Lynn  township. 

Michael  Kistler,  son  of  George,  removed  to  Ohio 
from  Lynn  township.  He  had  seven  children, — John, 
Michael,  Joseph,  Nathan,  Monroe,  Salome,  and  Judith. 
These  all  remained  in  Ohio. 


Jacob,  son  of  George,  settled  at  the  old  home- 
He    had     eight    children, — Philip,    Jacob, 
Daniel,  Michael,  Solomon,  Catharine,  Magdalena. 

Philip  settled  in  Kistler  Valley.  He  married 
Maria  Freece.     Rev.  Samuel  K.  Brobst  is  a  grandson. 

Jacob  lived  at  Levan's  Tannery.  He  left  Louisa 
(Mrs.  Blias  Hartman),  Polly  (Mrs.  Joseph  Sechler),  of 
Indiana. 

Daniel  settled  near  Catawissa. 

Michael  was  the  tanner  in  Kistler  Valley,  and  lived 
there  many  years,  carrying  on  the  business.  His  son 
Stephen  was  born  here,  and  learned  the  trade  with 
his  father,  and  later  went  to  Catawissa  seven  years ; 
returned  home,  worked  the  tannery  with  his  father, 
and  after  a  few  years  he  went  to  Lehighton,  where  he 
was  in  1841.  There  ten  years,  and  moved  to  Tan- 
nersville,  Monroe  Co.,  and  purchased  a  tannery  prop- 
erty. From  this  time  he  enlarged  his  business,  build- 
ing and  buying  tanneries  at  Stroudsburg,  Great  Bend, 
Bartonsville,  Fennersville,  etc.,  and  established  a  head- 
quarters in  New  York.  His  sons  later  became  inter- 
ested with  him.  He  died  in  1880,  at  Stroudsburg. 
The  business  is  conducted  under  the  same  name. 

Other  sons  were  Parrj',  Jacob,  Joel. 

Dr.  Willoughby  K.  Kistler,  of  Germansville,  is  a 
son  of  Jacob. 

Solomon  Kistler,  son  of  Jacob,  moved  to  Ohio. 

Catharine  married  Jacob  Bally,  and  also  emigrated 
to  Ohio. 

Magdalena  married  Jacob  Bear,  and  lived  at  Jere- 
miah Fusselman's,  in  Lynn  township. 

Henry  Baush,  who  came  at  the  age  of  eighteen 
years  from  Germany,  by  the  way  of  Amsterdam,  to 
this  country,  and  who  was  married  to  Anna  Margaret 
Greenwalt,  a  daughter  of  Jacob  Greenwalt,  Sr.,  set- 
tled east  of  Peter  Miller,  on  Switzer  Creek,  and  had 
the  following-named  children :  Jacob  Baush,  Henry 
Baush,  John  Baush  (Henry  and  John  had  moved  to 
Columbia  County,  and  died  there),  George  Baush, 
Maria  Baush,  who  was  married  to  Peter  Snyder,  and 
settled  near  Bath ;  Anna  Elizabeth  married  Henry 
Snyder,  and  afterwards  to  a  Mr.  Gray,  and  both  died 
near  Bath,  Pa. ;  Dora  w;is  married  to  Nicholas  Bach- 
man,  Catharine  and  Anna  Barbara  to  said  Jacob 
S.  Kistler. 

Jacob  Baush  settled  on  the  homestead ;  had  one 
daughter,  who  married,  remained  at  home,  and  died 
there.  Henry  and  .John  moved  to  Columbia  County, 
Pa.  George  married  Peter  Miller's  sister,  and  settled 
on  homestead.  His  sons,  Joseph  and  Stephen,  live  on 
the  place,  and  David,  another  son,  lives  near. 

In  1781,  Laurence  and  Paul  Bachman  were  assessed 
on  property  in  the  township.  Nicholas  also  was  of 
the  family.  The  tract  on  which  they  settled  is  partly 
owned  by  Owen  Elwyn,  near  Switzer  Creek. 

Paul's  sons  were  David,  Daniel,  and  Nicholas. 
They  mostly  emigrated  to  Ohio. 

The  sons  of  Nicholas  were  Paul,  Peter,  Nicholas, 
Daniel,  Jacob,  and  Jonathan.     They  settled  for  a 
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time  on  the  land  of  their  father,  and  later  Paul  and 
Peter  emigrated  to  Ohio.  Nicholas  lived  and  died 
on  the  homestead,  as  did  also  his  son  John,  whose 
sons,  Levi  and  Jonas,  now  reside  on  the  farm. 

Daniel,  son  of  Nicholas,  settled  near  Lynnville, 
where  he  died.  His  sons,  Jonas,  Peter,  and  Nathan, 
reside  in  the  township.  Jacob  and  Jonathan,  sons  of 
Nicholas,  after  a  few  years  of  mature  life  on  the  home 
farm,  settled  in  Mahoning  township.  Carbon  Co.,  Pa. 

Bernardt  Folweiler  emigrated  to  this  county  from 
Switzerland,  as  one  of  the  early  settlers,  and  before 
1781  purchased  about  one  hundred  acres  of  land,  now 
owned  by  Edwin  Schitz.  He  left  two  sons,  Ferdi- 
nand and  Daniel,  and  Susan  (Mrs.  John  Brobst). 
She  became  a  widow,  married  a  man  by  the  name  of 
Taylor,  moved  to  Ohio,  and  died  there. 

Ferdinand  settled  on  the  farm  of  the  father.  He 
was  born  Feb.  17,  1765,  died  April  1,  1844,  aged 
seventy-nine  years.  He  was  a  captain  in  the  State 
militia,  and  at  the  time  of  the  Whiskey  Insurrection 
he  called  his  men  together  and  urged  them  to  go  with 
him  ;  they  refused,  and  he  went  to  Lancaster,  and 
went  on  without  them.  The  agitation  at  the  time 
was  intense,  and  public  opinion  was  quite  equally 
divided.  Upon  the  return,  Ferdinand  and  his 
brothers  were  antagonistic  in  politics,  Federalist  and 
Democrat,  and  always  remained  so. 

He  had  a  large  family  of  children, — Daniel,  Henry, 

Ferdinand,  Jonas,  Israel,  Anna,  Maria  (Mrs.  

Grover),  Catharine  (Mrs.  Eckerode),  Magdalena 
(Mrs.  Daniel  Brobst),  Susanna  (Mrs.  Henry  Brobst), 
Leah  (Mrs.  Eckerode),  Rachel  (Mrs.  Adam  Lynn). 
The  daughters  all  emigrated  to  Ohio. 

Daniel  moved  to  Schuylkill  County,  and  Henry, 
Ferdinand,  Jonas,  and  Israel  settled  in  this  township 
and  died  here. 

Daniel,  son  of  Bernardt  Folweiler,  was  born  Oct.  2, 
1769,  died  Feb.  14,  1847,  aged  seventy-seven  years. 
He  married  Marie  Dorothea  Leazer,  daughter  of 
Frederick  Leazer,  and  settled  on  the  land  of  his 
father-in-law  below  Jacksonville.  He  died  there 
and  left  children,— Daniel,  born  1793,  died  Dec.  23, 
1878,  aged  eighty-three ;  John,  now  living  at  eighty- 
five  years  on  the  old  Leazer  farm  ;  David,  born  1807, 
now  living  at  Lynnport,  aged  seventy-seven  years; 
Jesse,  living  in  the  township  at  seventy-two  years  of 
age ;  Magdalena,  born  Jan.  26,  1792,  married  Henry 
Lutz,  and  is  still  living  in  the  township  with  her 
daughter,  Mrs.  Jeremiah  Fusselman;  Elizabeth,  born 
1802,  married  Henry  Creitz,  and  now  lives  at  Jack- 
sonville ;  Maria,  born  1789,  died  July  20,  1865  (she 
married  John  Folk  ;  they  moved  to  Ohio,  where  he  is 
living  at  the  age  of  ninety  years) ;  Esther,  born  1809, 
married  Adam  Kressley,  lived  in  the  township,  she 
died  about  twenty-five  years  ago. 

Daniel,  the  eldest,  lived  on  the  old  Leazer  farm 
and  died  there.  His  family  are  scattered.  Two  of 
his  sons,  Charles  and  Levi,  live  in  Tamaqua;  Jesse, 
eldest  lives  in  Lynn  township,  at  Steinville. 


David  Folweiler,  Esq.,  of  Lynnport,  has  in  his  pos- 
session a  deed  for  land  that  was  located  on  the  Alle- 
mangel  Creek,  a  branch  of  the  Schuylkill,  and  sold 
to  Joseph  Gibson  in  1750.  The  acknowledgment 
was  made  before  Benjamin  Franklin,  one  of  the 
justices  of  the  peace  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia. 

On  the  14th  of  October,  1749,  Jacob  Leazer  took 
out  a  warrant  for  one  hundred  and  fifteen  acres  of 
land.  In  1781,  Frederick  Leazer  owned  a  tract  of 
land  now  owned  by  his  descendants.  He  was  in  the 
Revolution,  and  was  engaged  as  a  teamster,  having 
his  own  team.  He  hauled  the  bell  from  Independ- 
ence Hall,  in  Philadelphia,  to  Lancaster,  when  the 
British  were  threatening  the  city.  The  hubs  of  two 
of  the  wheels  are  in  possession  of  Jesse  Folweiler,  a 
descendant,  who  resides  near  Jacksonville.  Frederick 
Leazer  had  three  children, — Daniel,  who  served  in  the 
war  of  1812,  and  resided  on  the  homestead;  Anna 
Maria,  who  married  the  Rev.  Miller;  and  Maria 
Dorothea,  who  became  the  wife  of  Daniel  Folweiler. 
Mrs.  Folweiler  used  to  relate  that  she  could  remem- 
ber when  the  Indians  had  their  tents  near  her  father's 
house,  where  she  used  to  play  with  the  Indian  chil- 
dren. 

The  families  of  Daniel  Leazer  and  Daniel  Fol- 
weiler were  numerous,  and  the  Leazer  tract  is  still  in 
their  possession. 

In  the  Kistler  Valley,  Jacob  Billman  took  up  a  war- 
rant for  land  in  1766  and  1772,  having  lived  there 
several  years  earlier.  The  story  is  current  in  the  town- 
ship that  in  the  early  times  the  Indians  were  in  the 
habit  of  coming  over  the  Blue  Mountains  and  selling 
their  baskets  from  house  to  house.  The  Billmans  at 
one  time  set  the  dogs  upon  them.  Some  time,  after 
that  the  Billman  family  were  aroused  in  the  night  by 
the  Indians,  and  the  whole  family,  with  the  exception 
of  Mr.  Billman,  were  murdered.  No  one  else  in  the 
neighborhood  was  molested.  They  then  crossed  the 
mountains.  John  Kistler,  the  hatter,  settled  upon 
the  tract  which  came  to  him  from  his  father,  Philip. 
The  farm  is  now  owned  by  Deitrich. 

The  land  at  the  mill  and  tannery  of  Mosserville 
was  fy-st  warranted  by  John  Much,  Aug.  13,  1746, 
and  was  in  two  tracts, — one  of  forty-three  acres,  the 
other  of  thirty-nine.  On  the  2d  of  May,  1768,  one  of 
these  tracts  was  sold  to  Philip  Mosser,  who  also 
bought  the  other  tract  six  years  later,  April  27,  1769. 
Philip  Mosser  came  from  Goshenhoppen  when  a 
young  man,  and  settled  at  this  place,  and  from  time 
to  time  added  to  his  lands. 

A  Sebastian  Mosser  took  out  a  warrant  for  land  in 
1750.  Whether  this  was  a  brother  of  Philip  is  not 
known.     It  was  surveyed  to  Philip  in  1810. 

The  sons  of  Philip  Mosser  were  John,  Philip, 
Jacob,  and  David.  With  the  exception  of  David, 
the  sons  all  removed  to  Centre  County,  in  this  State, 
where  they  now  pass  by  the  name  of  Musser. 

A  daughter  of  Philip  Mosser  married  Michael 
Ohl,  Jr.,  of  Heidelberg,  and  settled  in  Schuylkill 
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County,  where  he  owned  a  large  tract  of  land,  and 
was  extensively  engaged  in  milling. 

David  Mosser  married  Catharine  Oswald,  of  the 
township.  They  settled  here  permanently ;  on  the 
25th  of  April,  1798,  David  buying  the  farm  of  his 
father,  who  lived  with  them  till  his  death,  in  1817. 
Philip  Mosser  had  built  a  log  grist-mill  on  the  Attel- 
lana  (or  Maiden)  Creek,  which  in  1817  was  rebuilt 
by  David.  This  mill,  with  additions  and  repairs,  is 
still  in  use.  David  Mosser  died  in  1832,  aged  sixty- 
five  years.  His  wife  survived  him,  and  died  in  1857, 
aged  eighty-one  years.  In  February,  1838,  the  prop- 
erty was  divided,  John  taking  the  tannery  and  Joseph 
the  grist-  and  saw-mill. 

Mrs.  Mosser  used  to  relate  to  her  children  that  she 
remembered  when  (in  1794)  two  companies  of  New 
Jersey  soldiers,  on  their  return  from  the  western 
part  of  the  State,  where  they  had  been  to  assist  in 
putting  down  the  Whiskey  Insurrection,  tired  and 
hungry,  encamped  on  the  farms  of  Philip  Mosser, 
Jacob  Oswald,  and  Peter  Hunsicker.  The  ovens  at 
these  farm-houses  were  brought  into  requisition,  and 
.Mrs.  Mosser  was  actively  engaged  in  baking  for  the 
soldiers,  who  stood  around  anxiously  waiting  for  the 
bread  to  bake.  After  their  hunger  was  appeased  and 
they  were  rested,  they  went  on  their  way. 

David  and  Catharine  Mosser  had  eleven  children, 
of  whom  were  John,  Jacob,  Elizabeth  (Mrs.  Christian 
Kistler),  William,  Magdalena  (Mrs.  Daniel  Kistler), 
Lydia  (Mrs.  William  Kaul),  Joseph,  Catharine  (Mrs. 
Joshua  Sieberling),  Esther  (Mrs.  Stephen  Kistler), 
Sally  (Mrs.  James  Sieberling),  and  David  O.  Mosser. 

John  was  a  farmer,  and  carried  on  a  tannery  that 
had  been  establi.shed  in  a  small  way  previously.  He 
conducted  for  this  region  an  extensive  business. 
David  J.  and  John,  his  sons,  continued  the  tannery.- 
They  also  have  a  store  at  the  tannery.  John,  the 
father,  died  in  1857.  A  post-ofBce  was  established  at 
the  place  in  1865. 

Jacob  was  a  tanner,  worked  here  a  few  years,  mar- 
ried Salome  Kistler,  moved  to  Trexlertown,  and  es- 
tablished a  tannery  at  that  place.  Later  he  moved  to 
AUentown  and  purchased  a  tannery  on  the  Little  Le- 
high, which  is  now  conducted  by  his  grandson,  William 
Mosser.  James  K.  Mosser,  a  son  of  Jacob,  established 
with  others  the  tannery  at  East  AUentown,  and  also 
one  at  Williamsport.  Charles,  another  son  of  Jacob, 
came  into  possession  of  the  tannery  in  Trexlertown, 
which  he  still  owns. 

William  was  a  miller,  and  moved  to  near  Steins- 
ville  in  Berks  County. 

Joseph  settled  on  the  home-place,  and  still  resides 
upon  it.  His  sons  are  William  F.  Mosser,  of  Allen- 
town,  and  Lewis  F.,  who  conducts  the  farm  and  mill. 

David  0.  was  ten  years  of  age  when  his  father  died. 
He  studied  medicine  in  New  York,  and  after  gradua- 
tion settled  in  Breinigsville,  where  he  died  in  1861, 
aged  thirty-nine  years. 

Berkhardt  Mosser,  a  cousin  of  Philip  Mosser,  who 


came  to  the  township  in  1769,  settled  about  the  same 
time  on  the  farm  now  owned  by  Jacob  Mosser,  Jr., 
his  great-grandson.  He  started  a  store  at  the  place  in 
1784,  which  was  continued  by  his  son,  Jacob. 

George  Philip  Wertman  came  from  Berks  County 
to  this  township,  and  on  the  15th  of  December,  1749, 
took  out  on  a  warrant  one  hundred  and  ninety-seven 
acres  of  land,  and  on  the  8th  of  August,  1750,  took  up 
one  hundred  and  twenty-three  acres.  These  tracts 
were  where  Daniel  Wertman,  his  great-grandson,  now 
lives,  near  the  foot  of  the  Blue  Mountain.  He  had 
sons,  of  whom  Michael  took  up  forty-two  acres,  April 
27, 1768.  Other  sons  were  George  Philip,  John  Mar- 
tin, Jacob,  and  Simon.  George  Philip  went  to  Nova 
Scotia  in  1799.  John  Martin  and  Simon  moved  to 
Schuylkill  County.  Jacob  married  and  settled  on  the 
homestead  farm.  He  died  in  1819  and  left  four  sons, 
— Andrew,  Philip,  Jacob,  and  Daniel, — and  five 
daughters.  Jacob  and  Daniel  moved  to  Northum- 
berland County.  Andrew  and  Philip  kept  the  home- 
stead. Daniel,  the  son  of  Andrew,  occupies  a  part. 
The  family  of  Philip  are  scattered  from  the  home- 
stead. The  farm  is  now  owned  by  Joseph  and  Henry 
Weber,  sons  of  Jonathan. 

The  Kreutz  (or  Creitz)  family  emigrated  from  Nas- 
sau to  Switzerland  about  1680,  and,  in  1735,  John 
Adam  Creitz  emigrated  to  this  country  with  his  fam- 
ily, and  settled  in  that  part  of  Allemangel  that  lies  in 
Albany,  Berks  Co.,  where  now  Jeremiah  Behly  re- 
sides. He  died  there,  and  left  children,  of  whom 
were  John  Adam,  Christian,  Samuel,  and  Daniel. 
The  sons,  with  the  exception  of  John  Adam,  emi- 
grated to  the  West.  John  Adam  Creitz,  Sr.,  took  up 
a  tract  of  land  of  one  hundred  and  fifty-four  acres, 
■near  Lynnport,  now  owned  by  John  Braucher,  on  the 
19th  day  of  December,  1768.  On  this  tract  John 
Adam  Creitz,  Jr.,  settled.  He  married  a  daughter 
of  Ritter,  an  early  settler.  He  died  in  1812,  and 
left  six  children,  of  whom  Henry,  Isaac,  and  Samuel 
settled  in  the  township.  Henry  married  Elizabeth, 
daughter  of  Daniel  Folweiler,  and  located  on  the 
farm  where  William  Lory  resides,  near  Jacksonville. 
Daniel  H.  Creitz,  living  in  Shochora  Valley,  is  a  son. 
He  was  justice  of  the  peace  from  1860-68,  a  member 
of  the  Legislature  in  the  term  of  1868-69-70.  He  was 
actively  interested  in  the  introduction  of  the  railroad 
through  the  township.  He  resides  on  the  old  Baer 
farm,  which  is  now  well  stocked  with  choice  fruit. 
Henry  F.,  a  son  of  Henry,  is  in  the  regular  army, 
stationed  at  Fort  Clark,  Texas.  William  F.,  another 
son,  is  in  Portland,  Oregon.  Lewis  F.  and  Samuel  F. 
are  in  Iowa.  Isaac,  a  son  of  John  Adam,  and  brother 
of  Henry,  settled  in  Jacksonville,  and  died  in  Ta- 
maqua.  Samuel,  also  a  son  of  John  Adam,  settled  at 
Wannemacher,  and  died  in  1833. 

George  Custard,  a  German,  came  to  the  township 
after  1781,  and  purchased  laud  now  owned  by  Peter 
Bachman.  He  was  born  April  25,  1750,  and  died 
May  11,  1813.     His  wife,  Anna  Maria,  died  in  1841, 
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aged  eighty-one  years.  They  had  no  children,  and 
half  of  their  property  was  left  to  the  Evangelical 
Association,  of  which  they  were  members.  Services 
were  held  at  their  house. 

On  the  19th  of  June,  1752,  George  Oswald  took  out 
a  warrant  for  one  hundred  and  ninety-nine  acres  of 
land  in  the  territory  that  soon  after  became  Lynn 
township.  One  Daniel  Oswald,  on  the  27th  of  April, 
1768,  took  up  seventy-five  acres,  and  on  May  11, 1769, 
one  hundred  and  forty-two  acres,  in  the  township. 

In  1781  the  names  of  Daniel  and  Jacob  Oswald 
appear  in  the  assessment-roll.  In  1812,  Daniel  Jacob, 
Sr.,  Daniel,  Jr.,  John,  Sr.,  and  John,  Jr.,  appear. 
Jacob  Oswald,  Sr.,  lived  on  the  farm  now  owned  by 
Lewis  F.  Wertman.  He  was  an  assessor  in  1798,  when 
the  Fries  rebellion  was  at  its  height,  and  in  the  trial 
was  called  as  a  witness.  He  had  two  sons,  Daniel 
and  Jacob  ;  both  settled  in  the  township.  The  family 
is  still  represented. 

Of  the  daughters  Anna  Maria  married Fred- 

erici.  They  settled  in  Columbia  County,  and  raised 
a  family  of  children,  who,  after  their  parents'  death, 
returned  to  this  county. 

The  other  daughter  became  the  wife  of  John  NefF. 

John  Weiss,  who  was  a  prominent  man  in  the 
township  and  a  member  of  the  Legislature  from 
Northampton  County  before  Lehigh  was  erected,  is 
said  to  have  been  brought  to  the  township  by  some 
unknown  family,  and  left  here  to  the  care  of  the 
people.  The  date  is  not  known.  He  came  into  pos- 
session of  land  before  1781,  and  lived  on  the  farm 
now  owned  by  Owen  Weida.  He  left  three  sons, 
Henry,  John,  and  Daniel,  and  two  daughters,  who 
became  Mrs.  Conrad  Opp  and  Mrs.  Jacob  Holben. 

Christian  Miller  emigrated  to  this  country  from 
Switzerland,  and  came  to  this  township  partly  by  the 
Warrior's  Path,  which  crossed  the  Lehigh  River  at 
Slatington.  On  the  20th  of  April,  1749,  he  took  up 
a  tract  of  land  of  thirty-one  acres ;  March  23,  1750, 
seventy-two  acres ;  and  April  7,  1767,  one  hundred 
and  five  acres ;  and,  later,  other  tracts.  He  was  born 
June  25, 1706,  and  died  July  14,  1785,  aged  seventy- 
nine  years.  He  had  two  sons, — Andrew,  who  died  in 
1817,  aged  seventy-three  years,  and  Christian ;  the 
latter  was  born  in  1741,  married  Maria  Butz.  He  died 
in  1778,  aged  thirty-seven  years,  and  left  John, 
Christian,  Daniel,  and  Peter.  John  first  settled  at 
the  old  place  and  later  moved  over  the  Blue  Mount- 
ains. Christian  settled  at  Schwartz  Dam  on  the 
Lehigh  River.  Daniel  emigrated  to  the  West.  Peter 
was  born  Jan.  19,  1772,  married  Maria  Magdalena 
Bachman  in  March,  1793,  and  settled  on  the  home- 
stead farm,  where  he  conducted  and  commenced  the 
manufacture  of  the  tall  clocks  that  are  so  well  and 
widely  known  throughout  this  county.  He  died  Aug. 
22,  1855,  aged  eighty-three  years,  and  left  three  sons, 
— Jonas,  George,  and  Peter.  Jonas  married  Salome, 
daughter  of  Jacob  Baush,  and  settled  on  part  of  the 
old  tract  and  died  there.  His  descendants  are  in  the 
20 


county.  George  also  settled  on  part  of  the  tract  and 
left  descendants.  Peter  also  settled  on  part  of  the 
tract.  His  daughter  became  the  wife  of  Samuel  J. 
Kistler,  Esq.,  of  Heidelberg,  with  whom  he  now 
resides. 

On  the  11th  of  October,  1765,  Jacob  Snyder  took 
up  a  tract  of  one  hundred  and  twelve  acres  of  land, 
and  in  1781  Henry  and  Daniel  Snyder  were  assessed 
on  real  estate.  In  1812,  the  names  of  Peter,  Henry, 
Jacob,  John,  George,  William,  and  Samuel  Snyder 
were  on  the  assessment  roll.  The  family  are  still  in 
the  township. 

Rex's  Mill. — This  was  probably  the  earliest  mill 
in  Lehigh  County,  north  and  west  of  the  Lehigh 
Mountains.  It  was  situated  on  Switzer  Creek,  in 
Lynn  township,  near  the  boundary  line  of  Weissen- 
berg,  the  dam  being  in  Weissenberg.  It  was  about  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  below  where  Greenwald's  mill  now 
is.  Rex's  mill  was  built  of  logs,  and  was  already  an 
old  mill  that  had  probably  stood  for  half  a  century  in 
1790  when  Greenwald's  mill  was  built.  In  1790  and 
thereabout.  Rex's  mill  was  doing  a  large  business, 
and  Mr.  Greenwald  asked  Mr.  Rex  to  sell  it  to  him, 
but  the  latter  refused,  and  then  Mr.  Greenwald  built 
a  mill  just  above  it.  Rex's  mill  was  used  to  make 
flour  and  chaff;  also  for  hulling  millet,  which  was  at 
that  time  muph  used  for  pap,  being  considered  an 
extra  dish  ;  and  for  breaking  and  cleaning  hemp,  and 
for  bruising  hemp-seed.  The  place  where  the  mill 
was  is  still  visible,  although  it  has  been  torn  down 
for  many  years.  Such  a  place  has  its  history,  but 
who  can  trace  it?  When  the  sturdy  farmers  came 
from  five,  ten,  to  fifteen  miles  to  mill,  having  a  bag 
of  grain  on  a  horse,  and  sitting  on  top  of  it,  often 
passing  through  woods  for  miles,  without  roads,  but 
only  paths,  with  Indians  and  wild  beasts  lurking 
about  on  each  side. 

JUSTICES  OP   THE  PBACE.l 


Commenced. 

Commenced. 

Peter  Snyder April 

14, 1840 

David  Follweiler... .April     11,  1865 

Jacob  S.  Kistler " 

14,  1840 

Daniel  H.  Creitz....     "         11,1866 

Jonas  Haas " 

15, 1845 

Alvin  F.  Creitz "        14,  1868 

Peter  Snyder " 

15,  1845 

David  Follweiler...    "          8,1870 

Jonas  Haas " 

9,  1850 

Alvin  F,  Creitz "        15   1873 

David  Follweiler...    " 

9,  1860 

William  F.  Krauss.March  13, 1875 

Peter  Snyder " 

10, 1865 

Alvin  F.  Creitz  ....      "        26,1878 

William  M.  Kistler.    " 

10,  1855 

William  F.  Krause.    "        30,  1880 

William  M.  Kistler.    " 

10, 1860 

Alvin  F.  Creitz April      6, 1883 

Daniel  H.  Creitz " 

10,  1860 

■ 

Schools.— The  history  of  the  Lutheran  and  German 
Reformed  Churches  of  the  township  includes  the  ac- 
count of  the  early  educational  institutions.  The  first 
action  of  the  people  of  the  township,  except  in  con- 
nection with  the  churches,  was  at  what  in  1812  was 
called  Saegersville,  later  New  Tripoli.  A  society 
was  formed  in  that  year  for  the  erection  of  an  Eng- 
lish school-house,  in  which  all  instruction  was  to  be 
in  English.  Daniel  Saeger  was  the  most  influential 
in  the  movement.     The  school-house  was  built  on 


1  Prior  to  1840  the  justices  having  jurisdiction  over  this  territory  were 
elected  in  district,  and  their  names  will  be  found  in  the  civil  list  of  the 
general  history. 
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what  later  in  the  town  plot  were  lots  70-71,  each 
sixty-six  feet  wide  on  Decatur  Street,  and  one  hun- 
dred and  seventy-seven  and  a  half  feet  deep.  It  was 
called  the  Saegersville  English  school-house,  and 
school  was  regularly  kept  there  from  that  time  till  the 
township  accepted  the  school  law.  A  copy  of  the 
rules  and  regulations  is  here  given  : 

"  Rules  AND  Regulations  of  Saegersville  English  School  Society. 

"  At  tin  Election  held  at  the  House  of  George  Tryne,  Innkeeper,  on  the 
twenty-seventh  Day  of  March,  a.d.  1812,  Jacob  Moeser  &  Daniel  Saeger, 
Esq.,  were  Duly  Elected  a  committee  to  establish  Rules  and  Regulations, 
as  follows,  to  wit: 

''Ist.  That  there  shall  be  five  Trustees  and  One  Treasurer  Chosen  an- 
nually by  ballot,  and  the  Elections  to  be  held  on  the  second  Saturday 
of  April  at  the  School-Koom,  and  the  said  Trustees  and  the  successors 
shall  be  elected  in  manner  and  form  as  is  hereinafter  Described,  to  have 
the  name  &  title  '  Saegersville  English  School  Society.' 

"  2d.  That  the  said  Trustees,  after  each  annual  election,  shall  elect 
from  among  their  own  members  a  President  and  Secretary,  and  in  all 
cases  Two-Thirds  of  the  Trustees  shall  constitute  a  quorum  to  transact 
any  business. 

"3d.  That  all  elections  to  be  held  in  Pursuance  of  this  Rule  Shall  be 
conducted  by  two  members  of  the  society,  who  shall  be  appointed  in- 
spectors at  the  same  time  &  Place  where  the  Trustees  are  to  be  elected 
as  af 'ordered  by  the  Electors  then  assembled,  and  the  inspectors  so 
chosen  shall  appoint  one  suitable  person  as  a  clerk. 

"4th.  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Society  shall  make  out  and  furnish 
the  Inspectors  of  every  election  with  a  fair,  true,  and  correct  list  of  all 
members  of  the  said  Society  &  the  number  of  shares  set  opposite  their 
Respective  names. 

"5th.  That  in  all  elections  to  be  held  in  pursuance  of  these  Rules, 
every  peiBon  of  the  age  of  twenty-one  years  who  has  subscribed  for  any 
number  of  shares  in  Said  Stock  of  Said  society,  shall  be  entitled  to  a 
vote  for  each  and  every  Respective  Share. 

"  6th.  That  in  case  any  vacancy  happens  by  Death,  resignation,  re- 
moval, or  otherwise,  a  majority  of  the  Trustees  assembled  shall  appoint 
special  election  for  supplying  such  vacancies,  and  every  special  election 
shall  be  held  and  Conducted  as  is  directed  for  the  annual  Election,  and 
the  Persons  so  legally  chosen  shall  hold  said  office  for  the  remainder  of 
the  time  in  whose  place  he  was  elected. 

"7tli.  That  it  shall  be  the  Duty  of  the  Trustees  yearly  an(i  every 
year  to  get  a  School-Master  who  is  by  them  judged  competent  for  Busi- 
ness, and  agree  with  him  for  his  salary  for  Three  months,  to  commence 
from  the  first  day  of  December,  or  as  near  that  time  as  conveniently 
may  be,  and  defray  the  said  salary.  Each  subscriber  of  the  said  Eng- 
lish School  Society  shall  pay  quarterly  the  sum  of  two  Dollars,  and  every 
month  if  not  amounts  to  a  quarter  the  sum  of  eighty  cents,  and  every 
non-subscriber  shall  pay  quarterly  the  sum  of  three  Dollars,  &  every 
month  it  not  amounts  to  a  quarter,  the  sum  of  one  Dollar  &  twenty 
cents;  and  if  it  should  happen  that  it  would  not  be  money  enough  to 
pay  said  salary,  and  no  money  in  the  Treasury,  then  every.  Subscriber 
Shall  pay  his  proportionable  part  according  to  the  number  of  shares 
subscribed,  &  if  money  left,  then  to  remain  in  the  Treasury  for  any  use 
the  said  Trustees  shall  direct. 

"Sth.  That  after  the  said  quarterly  school  is  expired,  and  any  number 
of  said  subscribers  is  Desirous  of  having  School  for  any  time  before  the 
then  next  quarterly  school,  they  shall  apply  to  the  Trustees,  who  shall 
grant  them  Leave  for  any  time  for  getting  a  School-Master  competent 
for  Business  to  have  a  school  at  said  School-house  at  the  expense  of  the 
Company  applying  for  said  school. 

"  Sth.  That  in  case  the  Teacher  or  employees  should  think  themselves 
aggrieved,  they  are  to  make  known  their  complaint  to  any  one  of  the 
Trustees,  who  can  at  any  time  call  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors 
in  all  cases, 

"10th.  That  the  Trustees  take  particular  Notice  that  Sufficiency  of 
wood  be  provided  for  the  stove  during  the  quartoily  school  mentioned 
in  the  7th  article,  for  the  comfort  of  the  Teacher  and  Scholars. 

"11th.  That  the  said  Trustees  &  their  successors  shall  bo  impowerod 
to  keep  the  school-house  &  appurtenances  whatsoever  thereunto  belong- 
ing, all  in  good  order  and  Repair,  and  to  Draw  the  Money  from  the 
Treasury  of  said  society  found  to  defray  the  expenses  of  all  warrants  or 
orders  on  the  Treasury  which  shall  be  signed  by  the  President  of  the 
Society. 
"12th,  That  the  present  Trustees  and  their  Successors  shall  permit 


and  suffer  all  Persons  of  Lawful  age  who  shall  offerto  subscribe  in  their 
own  name  or  the  name  of  any  other  person  who  shall  Duly  authorize 
the  same  for  any  number  of  Shares  in  the  Stock  of  said  Society,  and  the 
Shares  in  Said  Stock  shall  be  Ten  Dollars  each,  and  that  each  and  every 
subscriber  shall  have  and  to  hold  the  several  and  respective  shares  for 
which  subscribed  for  themselves,  their  Heirs,  or  Assigns,  &  the  warrants 
or  titles  for  said  shares  or  Share  shall  be  signed  by  the  President  of  Said 
Society. 

"  13th.  That  a  book  to  be  kept  by  the  Trustees  and  their  proceedings 
recorded  therein. 

"  In  witness  whereof  we,  the  said  Committee,  have  hereunto  set  our 
hands  the  twentyeth  Day  of  August,  in  the  Year  of  our  Lord  one 
Thousand  Bight  Hundred  and  Twelve. 

"Jacob  Moser. 
"  Dan.  Saeger." 

A  paper  was  circulated,  a  copy  of  which  is  here 
given  : 

"We,  whose  names  are  hereunto  subscribed,  do  promise  to  pay  to  the 
managers  or  trustees  of  the  Saegersville  English  School  Society  the  sum 
of  Ten  Dollars  for  every  share  of  stock  in  said  society  or  company  set 
opposite  to  our  respective  names,  in  such  manner  and  proportion,  and  at 
such  time  as  shall  be  determined  by  the  Trustees  of  the  said  society, 
and  the  said  sums  of  money  to  be  applied  for  the  use  of  the  aforesaid 
English  school,  as  witness  our  hand  this  20th  day  of  August,  A.D.  1812. 

Names  of  Number 

Subscribers.  of  Shares. 

Jacob  Moser 2  $20 

Daniel  Saeger 2  20 

Henry  Mantz 2  2U 

George  Tryne 2  20 

Burckhardt  Moser 2  20 

Christian  Holben 2  20 

John  Kishler 2  20 

John  Sittler 2  20 

George  Sittler 2  20 

David  Moser 2  20 

Samuel  Ely,  Jr 2  20" 

On  the  2d  of  April,  1813,  an  election  was  held  at 
the  school-house,  and  the  following  persons  were 
elected  trustees :  David  Mosser,  George  Sittler,  John 
Sittler,  George  Tryne,  and  Henry  Mantz.  These 
trustees  chose  George  Tryne  president,  and  Henry 
Mantz  secretary. 

From  the  old  minutes  from  which  the  above  facts 
are  derived  it  is  learned  that  the  school-house  cost 
£85  3s.  5.1(7. 

Teachers  were  employed,  and  the  school  was  well 
conducted  until  1838.  Robert  M.  Blair  was  the  last 
of  the  teachers  under  the  old  system. 

This  school-house  at  New  Tripoli  (Saegersville 
English  school-house)  was  occupied  until  the  town- 
ship accepted  the  school  law  in  1838.  At  that  time 
there  were  in  the  township  three  hundred  and 
seventy-five  persons  liable  to  taxation  for  school  pur- 
poses ;  .'i!242.78  was  received  from  the  State  for  schools. 
Jesse  Hermany  was  chosen  president  of  the  board  of 
school  directors,  J.  S.  Kistler  secretary,  and  Daniel 
Brobst  treasurer.  Slowly  under  the  new  law  schools 
began  to  be  kept,  log  and  frame  houses  were  erected. 
In  1855  there  were  thirteen  in  the  township,  and 
there  were  six  hundred  and  four  pupils. 

There  are  at  present  (1884)  fifteen  schools  in  the 
township,  as  follows  : 

Jacksonville.— A.t  this  place  was  erected  about  1839- 
40  a  log  house,  which  was  used  until  the  present  brick 
house  was  erected  about  1856. 

Fckral.—The  present  house,  the  first  at  the  place, 
was  built  of  brick  in  1860. 
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Donnot. — The  present  house,  built  of  stone,  was 
erected  about  1845. 

Slemmlle. — About  1862  a  school  was  started  in  a 
room  rented  in  Odd-Fellows'  Hall,  which  is  still 
used. 

New  Tripoli. — The  old  Saegersville  school-house 
was  in  use  by  the  board  of  directors  from  1838  till 
1857,  when  the  present  two-story  brick  edifice  was 
erected. 

Other  houses  are  at  Lieby's,  Fenstermacher's,  Sny- 
der's, Baush's,  Lynnville,  Weaver's,  two  at  Lynnport, 
Camp's,  Kistler's,  and  Jacob  Kistler's. 

New  Tripoli. — The  land  on  which  this  village  is 
located  was  prior  to  1811  part  of  the  farm  of  Henry 
Mantz,  who,  on  the  29th  of  July,  in  that  year,  sold 
the  water-privilege  of  the  Antalaunee  Creek  to  Daniel 
Saeger.  He  built  the  stone  grist-mill  soon  after,  and 
a  stone  house  in  which  he  kept  a  store.  In  1812  a  few 
people  had  gathered  near  there,  and  the  place  took  the 
name  of  Saegersville,  and  in  1812  a  society  was  formed 
to  erect  a  school-house  in  which  the  English  language 
and  English  studies  should  be  taught.  A  full  account 
of  the  school  will  be  found  in  the  history  of  the 
schools  of  the  township. 

Soon  after  the  establishment  of  the  school,  Daniel 
Saeger,  who  was  a  brother  of  Nicholas  and  Jacob 
Saeger,  late  of  Allentown  (deceased),  moved  to  Allen- 
town,  and  he  and  Jacob  then  built  the  flour-mill,  now 
of  Pretz,  Weinsheimer  &  Co.  He  soon  afterward  sold 
the  same  to  Dr.  John  Romig's  father.  After  that 
Daniel  Saeger  lived  on  the  farm  where  the  Allentown 
Furnace  is  situated,  and  afterward  bought  a  farm  on 
Cedar  Creek,  near  the  Lehigh  Poor-House.  After  he 
had  resided  there  several  years,  he  then  (about  1822) 
moved  to  Crawford  County,  Pa.,  to  the  place  now 
called  Saegerstown,  which  town  he  laid  out  and 
named.  In  1836  he  was  a  member  of  the  Constitu- 
tional Convention,  and  soon  after  he  had  returned 
from  said  convention  he  died. 

Daniel  Saeger  sold  the  mill  property  and  store  to 
Samuel  Ely,  Jr.,  on  the  11th  of  March,  1813.  He  was 
a  miller,  and  kept  the  mill,  store,  and  tavern.  The 
tavern  has  a  stone  in  its  wall  with  "  1771"  engraved 
upon  it.  In  1816,  Samuel  Ely,  Jr.,  proprietor  of  the 
place,  engaged  James  Price,  surveyor,  to  lay  out  lots, 
streets,  and  alleys,  which  was  done  in  July,  1816,  and 
named  "  New  Tripoli,"  in  honor  of  the  success  of  the 
United  States  navy  at  Tripoli,  and  on  the  28th  of  July 
the  lots  were  offered  for  public  sale  at  the  house  of 
Samuel  Ely,  Jr.  The  first  one  was  bought  by  Peter 
Haas,  No.  31,  for  twenty-one  dollars,  fronting  on 
Wayne  Street. 

The  streets  and  alleys  running  north  and  south 
were  named  Washington  Street,  Apple  Alley,  Frank- 
lin Street,  Mantz  Street,  Butchers'  Alley,  Madison 
Street,  Market  Alley,  and  Water  Street.  The  streets 
and  alleys  running  east  and  west  were  called  Pump- 
kin Street,  Egg  Alley,  Bridge  Street,  Farmers'  Alley, 
Jefferson  Street,  Brewers'  Alley,  Perry  Street,  Jack- 


son Alley,  Wayne  Street,  Cherry  Alley,  Market  Street, 
Hucksters'  Alley,  Decatur  Street,  Merchant  Street, 
and  Drovers'  Alley.  From  No.  1  to  284  regularly- 
numbered  lots  are  laid  out. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  names  of  men  who  bought 
lots  at  New  Tripoli  in  1816-17  : 

Peter  Haas,  Nos.  31,  42,  13,  64,  65,  81,  82. 

Christian  Kuntz,  No.  115.  ^^-^^ 

Jacob  Fenstermacher,  Nos.  10,  14,  61,  62,  72-77. 

Abraham  Smith,  Nos.  39,  40,  80,  87. 

John  Straub,  Jr.,  Nos.  81,  67,  68. 

John  Schoenberger,  No.  88 

Henry  Weaver,  Nos.  89,  90,  91. 

Jacob  Schmeck,  Nos.  10,  13. 

Philip  Everett,  No.  86. 

Isaac  Miller,  No.  85. 

Henry  Eubrecht,  Nos.  83,  129,  130. 

John  Schmeck,  Nos.  11,  12. 

Andrew  Kunkel,  No.  20. 

Andrew  Straub,  Nos.  66,  125,  126. 

George  Lock,  Nos.  29,  30. 

Henry  Meyer,  No.  103. 

John  Settler,  No.  102. 

Michael  Krum,  No.  116. 

John  Kresley,  No.  131. 

Solomon  Kistler,  Nos.  118,  119. 

Abraham  Miller,  No.  63. 

Jacob  Linn,  Nos.  133,  134. 

John  Eeitz,  Nos.  127,  128. 

Daniel  Marburger,  No.  115. 

George  Tryne,  No.  48. 

Daniel  Shaeffer,  No.  16. 

Christian  Biery,  Nos.  7,  8,  15-18. 

William  Wuchter,  No.  132. 

John  Bier,  No.  9. 

John  Mantz,  No.  69. 

Henry  Falmer,  of  Bucks  County,  Nos.  32-38. 

Adam  Heckman,  No.  43. 

Diedrich  Hiesler,  Nos.  44-47. 

Daniel  O'Daniel,  Nos.  17,  122. 

Andrew  Krause,  No.  49. 

Andrew  Shifferstine,  No.  50. 

Samuel  Marx,  No.  21. 

Daniel  Koch,  Nos.  18,  109. 

Isaac  Frober,  No.  37. 

Henry  Rossraan,  of  Berks  County,  Nos.  19, 36,  39-42, 
61,  62,  63,  67,  68,  73,  74,  79,  80. 

Solomon  Hartman,  Nos.  14,  123,  124. 

Samuel  Ely,  Nos.  4-6,  64. 

Conrad  Hartman,  No.  78. 

Jacob  Moyer,  Nos.  11,  12. 

John  Kistler,  No.  54. 

Daniel  Kern,  Nos.  100,  101. 

Morris  Ancona,  No.  66. 

Jacob  Hillegas,  No.  167. 

Maria  Hiller,  Nos.  120,  121. 

Jacob  Grim,  No.  22. 

John  Derr,  No.  79. 

Conrad  German,  Nos.  52,  105. 
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Daniel  Dorward,  Nos.  104,  167. 

John  Mohr,  Nos.  58,  59,  99. 

At  the  time  of  this  sale  Samuel  Ely,  Jr.,  kept  the 
hotel,  and  Daniel  Saeger  the  store.  He  (Saeger)  soon 
after  moved  to  Allentown,  and  Peter  Haas  moved 
from  Lynnville  to  New  Tripoli,  and  purchased  the 
store.  In  the  year  1819,  Samuel  Camp,  who  had 
married  Esther  Tryne,  daughter  of  George  Tryne, 
came  to  town  and  entered  the  store  of  Peter  Haas, 
And  in  a  few  years  became  a  partner.  Later,  the  in- 
terest of  Mr.  Haas  was  purchased  by  Mr.  Camp,  who 
carried  on  a  prosperous  business  many  years,  and  sold 
the  store  to  his  son  Edwin,  who  continued  the  busi- 
ness till  1866,  when  he  sold  to  James  &  W.  P.  Krum, 
who  carried  on  the  business  for  a  year,  when  W.  P. 
Krum  sold  to  James  Krum,  who  continued  till  April, 
1868,  when  he  sold  to  Jonas  German,  in  whose  pos- 
session the  store  and  hotel  now  are,  he  having  built  a 
new  store  and  hotel  building  at  the  corner  of  Madison 
and  Decatur  Streets. 

The  post-office  was  established  at  New  Tripoli  in 
1823,  and  Samuel  Camp  was  the  postmaster,  and  re- 
mained many  years.  He  was  succeeded  by  Silas 
Camp  and  Edwin  Camp,  and  in  1866,  James  Krum 
was  appointed,  and  served  till  1869,  when  Jonas  Ger- 
man became  postmaster,  and  served  till  1872.  W.  F. 
Krause  succeeded  to  the  position,  and  served  ten 
years,  and  in  1882,  Elias  K.  Giltner,  the  present  in- 
cumbent, was  appointed. 

Samuel  Camp,  who  came  to  the  place  in  1819,  mar- 
ried Esther,  the  daughter  of  George  Tryne,  who  lived 
near  here.  Mr.  Camp  was  a  member  of  Legislature 
in  1862.  His  son,  Silas,  was  recorder  of  Lehigh 
County  from  1868  to  1874,  and  now  resides  in  Allen- 
town.  Edwin,  who  was  in  business  in  New  Tripoli 
for  several  years,  resides  in  Tannersville.  Franklin, 
another  son,  resides  in  New  Tripoli. 

The  mill  property  was  owned  by  Mr.  Ely  from 
1813  to  Dec.  12, 1820,  when  it  was  conveyed  to  Henry 
Weber,  who,  in  September  of  the  next  year,  sold  it 
to  Jacob  Grim.  He  continued  the  business  till  his 
death,  in  1833,  when  it  was  sold  by  his  executor  to 
Jonathan  Shoemaker,  Feb.  26,  1834.  It  passed,  in 
1838,  to  George  Blank,  in  1839  to  George  Blook,  in 
1843  to  Thomas  Tryne.  The  property  is  now  owned 
by  Reuben  Sherman,  having  been  purchased  of  Joseph 
Bicker  in  1867. 

W.  H.  Krause,  in  1858,  came  to  New  Tripoli,  and 
entered  the  store  of  Samuel  Camp,  and  later  became 
landlord,  merchant,  postmaster,  and  justice  of  the 
peace.  He  is  now  engaged  in  grain,  coal,  and  lum- 
ber, and  also  interested  in  slate-quarries  near  the 
village. 

The  Ebenezer  Church.'— This  church  is  also  known 
by  the  name  of  the  Lynn  Township  Church,  and  in 
earlier  times  was  called  the  "  Orgel  Kirche,"  or 
"  Organ   Church,"  being   the   only  church    in  that 


region  which  had  an  organ.  The  church  stands  at 
New  Tripoli,  in  Lynn  township.  The  limits  of  the 
congregation  extended  to  the  Blue  Mountains  on  the 
north,  to  the  limits  of  the  Heidelberg  congregation 
on  the  east,  to  those  of  the  Jacksonville  on  the  west, 
and  to  those  of  the  Weissenberg  on  the  south.  The 
jurisdiction  of  the  church  comprises  a  territory  lying 
between  the  Blue  Mountains  and  the  Schochary 
Mountain,  three  or  four  miles  in  width,  with  low 
hills  and  short  valleys,  from  which  the  Antalaunee, 
and,  more  toward  the  east,  the  west  branch  of  the 
Jordan  arise.  The  church  has  always  been  a  "  union" 
church,  although  it  takes  its  origin  properly  from 
the  Reformed. 

The  settlement  was  made  by  a  portion  of  the  AUe- 
mangel  colony ;  it  was  the  northern,  as  the  Weissen- 
berg settlement  was  the  eastern,  limit  of  that  colony. 
While  Kistler's  Valley  was  settled  properly  by  Alle- 
mangel  immigrants,  principally  of  the  Lutheran  faith, 
those  of  the  Reformed  Church  settled  here  more  par- 
ticularly. The  slopes  of  the  Schochary  were  occupied 
before  Kistler's  Valley  was  settled.  The  earliest 
pioneers  were  Christian  Weber,  Georg  Ludwig  Schut, 
Heinrich  Oswald,  Philipp  Gabriel  Fogel  (Vogel) 
with  his  two  sons,  Conrath  and  Johannes,  the  latter 
of  whom  moved  back  with  the  remainder  of  the 
family  and  founded  Fogelsville  ;  Valentine  Schnider, 
Jacob  Lynn,  and  others,  all  of  whom  came  here  about 
1735.  They  were  all  Palatines,  Swiss,  and  Huguenots. 
Soon  others  followed,  and  moved  farther  into  the 
valley,  and  quickly  took  possession  of  the  good  tracts, 
especially  those  along  the  sides  of  the  Antalaunee, 
where  there  were  excellent  woods  and  fine  meadows 
inviting  the  settlers.  The  following  heads  of  families 
generally  pass  for  the  first  settlers,  but  of  these  many 
came  later,  and  some  may  even  belong  to  the  succeed- 
ing generation : 


Peter  Scholl. 
Peter  Beisel. 
Mathias  Schiltz. 
Wilhelm  Mayer. 
Heinrich  Widerstein. 
Bernhard  Schneider. 
Aaron  Kartell. 
Jacob  Hoffman. 
Jacob  Lynn. 
Christian  Mtiller. 
Joseph  Gerber. 
Johannes  Schmidt. 
Burkbard  Mosser. 
Michael  Bock. 
Michael  HWtinger. 
Peter  KirsChuer. 
Stephen  Gross. 
Abraham  Schellhammer. 
Philipp  Schumann. 
Martin  Grentler. 
Sylvester  Holben. 
Michael  Habbes. 
Adam  Brentz. 
Georg  Brenner. 


Philipp  Mosser. 
Philipp  Wertmann. 
Philipp  Antoni. 
Martin  Schuck. 
Dietrich  Sittler. 
Melchior  DUer. 
Jacob  Mauz. 
Joseph  Holder. 
Erhard  Zeisloff. 
Jacob  Griinewald. 
Michael  Fenstermacher, 
Jacob  Oswald. 
Heinrich  Hauss. 
Conrath  BUlmanu. 
Johann  Adam  Kressly. 
Andreas  Straub. 
Thomas  Everitt. 
Heinrich  KOnig. 
Georg  Kistler. 
Abraham  Offenbach. 
Adam  Arndt. 
Jacob  Donatt. 
Friederich  Hess. 


1  By  the  Rev.  W.  A.  HeliTrich. 


The  foundation  of  the  congregation  dates  from  about 
the  year  1740.  Where  the  road  from  Lynnville  to  the 
Blue  Mountain  crosses  the  Antalaunee  there  stands, 
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a  couple  of  hundred  paces  on  the  other  side  of  the 
creek  and  on  this  side  of  Kistler's  mill,  an  old  weath- 
erboarded  log  house,  in  which  for  many  years  Peter 
Snyder,  Esq.,  of  Lynn,  resided.  This  old  house  wit- 
nessed the  origin  and  beginning  of  the  Ebenezer 
Church.  About  the  beginning  of  the  decade  between 
1740  and  1750  it  was  the  residence  of  Peter  Scholl, 
one  of  the  prominent  and  most  active  of  the  founders 
of  the  church.  The  settlement  contained  at  that  time 
a  very  talented  teacher  by  the  name  of  Andrew 
Sfeiger,  who  kept  the  winter  school.  In  response  to 
the  solicitations  of  his  neighbors  he  held  the  first 
divine  service,  with  reading  of  sermons,  prayer,  and 
praise.  The  house  in  which  Peter  Scholl  lived  being 
the  mpst  appropriate  for  the  purpose  in  the  vicinity, 
these  services  were  held  in  it  until  after  the  church 
building  was  erected.  It  was  also  the  place  of 
refuge  in  the  time  of  the  Indian  troubles  for  the 
neighbors  when  threatened  with  danger.  The  walls 
under  the  weatherboarding,  as  we  were  informed  by 
Squire  Snyder,  are  pierced  with  loopholes  for  protec- 
tion of  those  within.  It  was  at  the  same  time  a  store, 
which  was  kept  by  Scholl,  who  transported  the  ne- 
cessaries of  life  from  Philadelphia  and  sold  them  to 
his  neighbors. 

About  the  year  1745  the  neighborhood  agreed  to 
build  a  church.  The  construction  languished,  how- 
ever, for  fifteen  years.  All  that  was  done  was  the  ex- 
tending of  invitations  to  Revs.  Philipp  J.  Michael 
and  Melchior  Muhlenberg  to  preach  and  to  found 
the  church.  Both  of  these  pastors  preached  here 
once,  and  then  apparently  delivered  the  further 
charge  of  the  congregation  to  the  schoolmaster. 

In  1760  the  congregation  purchased  from  Jacob 
Hoffman  the  piece  of  ground  which  still  forms  its 
church  and  school  lands.  It  lies  near  SchoU's  house, 
above  referred  to.  The  brethren  who  accomplished 
the  purchase  were :  Peter  Scholl,  Bernhard  Schneider, 
Aaron  Hartel,  Jacob  Hoffmann,  Peter  Beisel,  Hein- 
rich  Widerstein,  Philipp  Wertmann,  Philipp  Mosser, 
Dietrich  Sittler,  Martin  Schuck,  Jacob  Lynn,  and 
Jacob  Oswald. 

In  the  year  1761  the  building  was  erected.  The 
building  had  been  planned  as  early  as  1750,  but  the 
Indians,  who  had  a  village  in  the  vicinity,  becoming 
troublesome  and  burning  down  more  than  one-half  of 
the  dwellings  of  the  settlers,  the  construction  was 
postponed  from  year  to  year  until  they  believed  them- 
selves safe  from  further  attacks  of  the  savages.  The 
building  here,  as  everywhere  else,  was  of  logs  ;  there 
was  neither  flooring  nor  any  side-boarding.  An  ordi- 
nary table  served  for  the  altar,  the  pulpit  was  con- 
structed of  rough  boards,  and  a  small  organ  (from 
which  the  church  became  known  as  the  Orgel  Kirche, 
or  Organ  Church)  stood  on  one  side.  Where  this  came 
from  or  who  brought  it  there  no  one  can  tell.  Rev. 
Michael,  and  one  of  Rev.  Muhlenberg's  assistants — 
undoubtedly  Rev.  Schellhardt — dedicated  the  church. 
No  community  suffered  more  during   the  Indian 


wars  than  this  one.  They  occupied  the  extreme 
bounds  of  the  settlements  of  the  whites,  and  before 
the  Indians  could  attack  those  farther  in  they  must 
first  overcome  these.  Here,  therefore,  the  massacres 
and  the  burnings  began.  Right  through  the  middle 
of  the  settlements  ran  one  of  the  principal  Indian 
paths,  leading  to  the  southern  regions.  Conflagra- 
tions were  a  common  occurrence  in  Lynn,  and  fre- 
quently the  entire  population  fled  to  the  settlement 
lying  farther  south.  Upon  the  southern  slope  of  the 
Schochary  Mountain,  above  Lynnville,  in  a  small 
hollow  on  the  left  hand  side  of  the  present  road, 
dwelt  the  Zeisloff  family,  who  were  overtaken  in 
their  flight  by  the  Indians,  and  butchered  without 
mercy.  And  yet  nearly  all  the  settlers  returngd  and 
erected  their  log  houses  again,  and  strove  anew  to 
maintain  possession  of  the  ground.  The  old  fathers 
used  to  relate  that  every  night  they  would  place  the 
loaded  guns  and  their  well-sharpened  axes  within  easy 
reach  from  their  bed,  not  knowing  when  they  might 
be  attacked  by  the  savages. 

There  are  few  communities  which  have  remained  so 
entirely  secluded  from  public  intercourse  during  the 
whole  of  the  last  century  down  to  the  middle  of  the 
present  as  this  one  of  Lynn.  This  accounts  also  for 
the  preservation  of  the  ancient  customs  and  ways  in 
their  primitive  simplicity.  It  accounts,  likewise,  for 
their  want  of  advance  or  development.  This  is  the 
case  in  worldly  as  well  as  churchly  affairs.  Even  now 
along  the  sides  of  the  Blue  Mountains  can  be  found 
dwellings  whose  construction  dates  back  to  the  earliest 
times.  The  ground  naturally  is  more  suited  to  agri- 
culture than  farther  south,  and  that  upon  the  Weissen- 
berg  and  Lowhill  hills  ;  but  the  conveyance  of  lime 
to  Lynn  used  to  be  a  difiicult  matter,  and  so  frequently 
jjemained  undone,  and  the  crops,  consequently,  became 
poorer  than  in  the  country  farther  south.  But  since 
the  construction  of  the  Berks  County  Railroad  an  un- 
usually rapid  advance  has  been  made;  the  harvests 
testify  to  the  use  of  lime,  and  new  residences  and 
immense  Swiss  barns  have  everywhere  been  erected; 
and  the  people  enjoy  prosperity  and  wealth.  Espe- 
cially is  this  the  case  since  the  slate  quarries  of  Lynn 
have  been  bringing  their  excellent  products  to  the 
notice  of  the  public  markets. 

The  church  records  begin  with  the  year  1764.  The 
old  writings  concerning  the  first  church  are  entirely 
wanting;  and  many  family  histories,  containing' 
accounts  of  the  first  settlements  and  their  early  cir- 
cumstances, were  destroyed  by  fire  during  the  Indian 
wars. 

Between  1790  and  1800  the  congregation  owned  a 
parsonage  in  common  with  the  Jacobs'  and  the 
Bethel  congregations. 

The  community  early  erected  a  school-house,  and 
for  the  most  part  had  able  preachers. 

The  Second  Church  was  built  in  the  year  1798.,  A 
storm  had  almost  entirely  destroyed  the  old  building. 
The  organ,. too,  lay  in  ruins  (and,  by  the  way,  did  not 
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reappear  in  the  following  building).  A  new  building 
was  a  necessity,  and  the  work  of  construction  was 
willingly  undertaken.  The  consistory  resolved  to 
erect  a  two-story  church  upon  the  site  of  the  old. 
In  the  course  of  the  year  it  was  constructed.  This 
church  was  also  built  of  logs,  but  had  galleries  and 
all  the  conveniences  of  those  times.  The  dedica- 
tory services  were  held  by  Eev.  Johannes  Roth,  the 
Reformed  minister,  and  Daniel  Lehmann,  the  Lu- 
theran. 

Concerning  the  construction  of  the  Third  Church, 
there  are  complete  records  at  hand.  The  congrega- 
tion adopted  a  new  constitution,  founded  upon  the 
former  contracts  made  between  the  Reformed  and 
Luthecan  members,  under  which  constitution  they 
resolved  to  maintain  the  church — a  union  one — as  it 
had  .been  originated  by  their  fathers.  This  constitu- 
tion answers  its  purposes  better  than  that  of  any  of 
the  neighboring  churches.  The  corner  stone  was  laid 
on  the  16th  of  May,  1824,  and  the  services  of  the  day 
were  conducted  by  the  pastors  of  the  church,  Revs. 
Johannes  HelfFrich  and  Daring  and  Wartman,  as- 
sisted by  Rev.  Johann  Gobrecht,  of  Whitehall,  and 
Conrath  Yaeger,  of  Hanover,  who  were  present  by 
invitation.  The  teacher  of  the  school  at  this  time 
was  Jacob  Salem. 

The  members  subscribed  towards  the  building  the 
sum  of  $2433.53 ;  the  cost  of  erecting  the  church  was 
$2425.04.  The  church  was  dedicated  in"  the  fall  of 
the  same  year.  The  building  still  stands,  firm  and 
sound.  It  is  of  stone,  and  is  more  beautifully  fin- 
ished, and  provided  with  more  conveniences  than  any 
other  in  the  neighborhood. 

The  consistory  at  the  time  of  building  the  Third 
Church  were  as  follows :  On  the  Reformed  side, 
Philipp  Ebert,  elder  ;  Jacob  Oswald,  trustee ;  Daniel 
Oswald,  Abraham  Fens'termacher,  Peter  Mayer,  Jo- 
hann Miller,  deacons  ;  Philipp  Ebert,  and  Jacob  Fen- 
stermacher,  building  committee.  On  the  Lutheran 
side :  Jacob  Mosser,  elder ;  David  Mosser,  trustee ; 
George  Trein,  Heinrich  Straub,  Jacob  Kistler,  George 
Bausch,  deacons  ;  Jacob  Mosser  and  George  Trein, 
building  committee.  The  work  of  George  Fusselman, 
the  carpenter,  and  of  Peter  NefT,  the  mason,  puts  to 
shame  that  of  many  of  the  artisans  of  the  present 
day. 

A  new  organ  was  built  under  contract  by  Charles 
Heinzelman  during  the  summer  of  1850.  It  was 
dedicated  on  Saturday  and  Sunday,  the  19th  and  20th 
days  of  October,  with  services  conducted  by  Revs. 
Johannes  HelflTrich,  William  A.  Helffrich,  J.  S.  Dubs, 
and  Jeremiah  Schindcl.  The  Lutheran  pastor.  Rev. 
Zacharias  Peter  Oberfeld,  was  drowned  on  the  2d  of 
September  preceding  in  the  great  flood  at  Tamaqua, 
where  he  lived.  The  teacher  at  the  time  was  Fred- 
erick Schmidt. 

Some  years  after  the  building  of  the  organ,  in  1853, 
a  new  Swiss  barn  was  erected  upon  the  church  lands. 

Frederick  Schmidt,  who  had  served  the  congrega- 


tion well  and  faithfully  as  a  schoolmaster  and  organist 
for  many  years,  had  also  brought  the  church  lands 
—which  had  always  lain  neglected— by  his  industry 
to  a  fine  state  of  cultivation.  The  old  barn  being 
about  to  fall  into  ruin,  and  there  being  no  room  for 
storing  the  products  of  the  soil,  the  n^w  barn  was  put 
up.  Schmidt  was  a  man  in  every  sense  of  the  word  ; 
he  was  not  only  a  well-educated  school-teacher  from 
Germany,  devoting  himself  with  his  whole  heart  to 
his  calling,  but  was  also  faithful  and  honest  without 
wavering. 

The  old  school-house  which  was  first  occupied  by 
Jacob  Salem,  another  capable  teacher,  was  of  stone, 
and  stood  several  feet  farther  within  the  meadow 
than  the  present  one.  It  had  one  story,  with  a  hall 
running  through  the  middle.  On  the  left  was  the 
school-room,  on  the  right  a  room  used  as  a  living 
and  sleeping-room,  and  another  small  room  used  as 
a  kitchen.  The  children  slept  in  the  loft  where  the 
snow  was  often  blown  in,  and  lay  in  heaps  upon 
their  beds  in  the  morning.  But  the  old  ways  have 
disappeared  even  here.  The  congregation  built  a 
new  dwelling-house  recently  appropriate  to  the  times. 
Here  the  old  teacher,  worn  out  by  his  manifold  labors, 
spent  with  his  spouse,  a  worthy  German  matron,  and 
surrounded  by  their  children,  the  declining  years  of 
his  life  in  peace.  Friederich  Schmidt  died  in  April, 
1876,  and  was  interred  on  the  27th  of  the  month, 
with  services  held  by  Revs.  William  A.  HelflTrich 
and  H.  S.  Fegeley,  the  pastors  of  the  church,  in  the 
cemetery  of  the  congregation,  whither  bis  wife  had 
already  a  short  time  before  preceded  him.  His  son, 
Theodore,  became  his  successor. 

At  the  same  time  with  this  house  a  twostory  brick 
school-house,  with  two  rooms — one  for  the  school,  the 
other  for  the  congregation — was  also  erected. 

The  old  God's-acre  had  been  filled  and  enlarged 
and  filled  again,  and  a  cemetery  was  therefore  laid 
out  upon  a  regular  plan  and  interments  begun. 

The  Reformed  preachers  of  the  church  were  : 

1.  Philipp  Jacob  Michael.  He  was  elected  in  1760, 
and  preached  till  1770.  Before  his  time  there  was  a 
reader  here  by  the  name  of  Andreas  Steiger,  who 
also  remained  for  some  time  after  Rev.  Michael  came, 
but  must  soon  afterwards  have  died  or  moved  away. 
There  is  also  mention  made  of  a  certain  Peter  Miller, 
likewise  a  reader,  who  came  about  this  time  to  Heidel- 
berg and  the  surrounding  country,  and  is  yet  spoken 
of  in  Lynn.  Rev.  Michael  is  the  same  minister  who 
preached  in  the  Ziegel  Church. 

2.  Peter  Miller,  formerly  a  reader,  was  afterwards 
accepted  as  pastor.  He  did  not  serve  for  a  long  time. 
He  died  here,  and  his  remains  rest  in  the  old  ceme- 
tery. 

3.  Heinrich  Hentzel,  commonly  called  Herzel,  who 
was  also  only  a  reader,  but  preached  in  several  of  the 
churches  of  this  neighborhood.  How  long  he  labored 
here  cannot  now  be  told. 

4.  .lohannes  Roth,  also  a  man  who,  without  being 
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educated,  elevated  himself  to  the  ministry,  and  was 
accepted  as  minister  by  the  congregation,  because  no 
other  was  to  be  had.  Both  Hentzel  and  Roth  had 
made  application  to  the  Synod  for  ordination,  but 
were  both  rejected  on  account  of  their  uufitness. 
None  of  these  four  were  ordained,  nor  did  they  ac- 
knowledge any  higher  churchly  authority.  They 
undertook  the  office  like  a  trade.  The  worthiest  of 
the  four  was  Michael ;  but  he  was  not  fully  qualified 
for  the  ministry.  Roth  lies  buried  at  Jacob's  Church. 
He  was  buried  beneath  the  altar,  but  it  is  said  the 
new  church  does  not  occupy  the  same  location  as  the 
old. 

5.  J.  Friederich  van  der  Slat,  a  minister  belonging 
to  the  old  Synod,  was  called  by  the  congregation,  but 
he  preached  only  occasionally.  Yet  with  this  the  con- 
gregation were  well  satisfied :  they  would  sooner  have 
none  than  incompetent  preachers. 

6.  Johann  Heinrich  HelfFrich,  who  served  from 
1804  to  1810,  when  he  died.  He  brought  the  congre- 
gation into  subjection  to  the  Synod. 

7.  Heinrich  Diefenbach,  from'  1810  to  1816. 

8.  Johannes  Helffrioh,  from  1845  to  1852.  He  had 
his  son,  "William  A.  HelfTrich,  as  assistant. 

9.  William  A.  Helffrich,  from  1845  to  1867. 

10.  E.  J.  Fogel  in  the  last-named  year  was  appointed 
his  assistant,  who,  however,  served  the  congregation 
alone  till  1874,  from  which  year  till  1879,  Rev.  Wil- 
liam A.  Helffrich  again  served  as  the  pastor. 

11.  Nevin  A.  Helffrich  was  in  the  latter  year  ap- 
pointed his  assistant. 

The  Lutheran  ministers  were  (1)  Melchior  Muhlen- 
berg, and  his  assistants  preached  occasionally ;  (2) 
Hermann  Jacob  Schellhardt;  (3)  Daniel  Lehman; 
(4)  Friederich  Gaisenheimer;  (5)  Johannes  Knoske; 
(6)  G.  F.  J.  Yeager;  (7)  Daring  and  Wartmann ;  (8) 
Jeremias  Schindel;  (9)  Peter  Z.  Oberfeld;  (10)  August 
Bauer;  (11)  W.  Siegelin ;  (12)   Owen  Leopold;  (13) 

S.  S.  Klein;  (14) Zuber;  (15)  H.  S.  Fegeley. 

Steinsville.' — The  land  on  which  Steinsville  was 
originally  located  was  granted  to  Michael  Stein  by 
warrant  about  the  year  1756.  After  the  Steins,  J.  L. 
Brobst  possessed  the  hotel  and  store  until  the  year 
1878,  when  it  was  conveyed  to  Dr.  J.  D.  Graver.  It 
is  occupied  by  Joseph  Rose. 

Steinsville  at  present  includes  the  property  of 
Jacob  Miller,  which  was  by  warrant  granted  to  him 
about  the  year  1760,  conveyed  to  Philip  Wanne- 
macher  in  1791,  and  in  1812  to  Christian  Wanne- 
macher,  who  began  to  improve  the  same  in  1825.  He 
built  a  grist-mill  at  the  Antalaunee  stream,  which 
with  the  farm  was  conveyed  to  his  son,  Daniel  Wan- 
nemacher,  in  1840,  who  rebuilt  the  mill  in  1866.  In 
1874  the  Schuylkill  and  Lehigh  Railroad  was  cut 
through  the  property,  and  the  Steinsville  depot  was 
located  upon  it.  Soon  after  that  year  a  hotel  was 
built   near  the   depot   by   Benjamin  Swan,  a  stone 

1  By  Dr.  J.  D.  Graver. 


building  erected  by  William  Fusselman,  steam  saw- 
mill by  Jerry  Klingman,  and  a  foundry  by  Klotz  & 
Billig,  and  a  marble-yard  by  Milton  Kergner.  In 
1878  the  Wannemacher  farm  was  conveyed  to  Dr. 
D.  S.  Shade,  and  the  mill  property  to  Willington  B. 
Griessamer,  and  in  1881  Benneville  Lutz  became  the 
owner  of  the  mill  and  occupies  it  at  present. 

The  village  of  Steinsville  is  situated  in  the  north- 
western part  of  the  county,  one  mile  south  from  the 
foot  of  the  Blue  Mountains,  and  one-fourth  of  a  mile 
north  of  the  Antalaunee  Creek,  on  the  Schuylkill  and 
Lehigh  Railroad.  It  was  founded  by  John  Stein  in 
1810,  a  son  of  Michael  Stein,  who  emigrated  to  this 
country  from  Germany.  The  Stein  family  consisted 
of  eight  sons  and  one  daughter.  The  father  being  a 
man  of  industry,  decided  to  provide  homes  for  his 
children  in  the  West,  and  traveled  as  early  as  1825  to 
the  Scioto,  at  Circleville,  Pickaway  Co.,  Ohio,  and 
secured  land  for  all  his  children,  and  afterwards 
one  by  one,  from  the  oldest  to  the  youngest,  all 
moved  to  their  Western  homes,  and  finally  the  father, 
after  the  decease  of  his  wife,  followed  his  children  as 
late  as  1847.  Dr.  Joseph  Soliday  came  to  Steinsville, 
footing  his  way  from  Sumneytown,  Pa.,  in  1826,  and 
settled  down  to  practice  medicine.  After  being  in 
practice  several  years,  he  became  wedded  to  the 
daughter  of  John  Stein.  He  was  engaged  in  con- 
tinuous practice  until  1856,  when  he  removed  to  Cir- 
cleville, Ohio,  with  his  family,  consisting  of  four  sons 
and  one  daughter.  Two  of  his  sons  are  physicians, 
and  two  practice  dentistry.  In  the  year  1818  a  young 
German  Reformed  minister,  Rev.  John  Zulick,  came 
on  foot  from  Philadelphia,  and  began  to  preach  not 
only  at  Steinsville  but  also  to  congregations  across 
the  Blue  Mountains,  in  Albany,  Berks  Co.,  and  Jack- 
sonville. He  was  fond  of  travel  on  horseback,  and 
followed  his  calling  in  that  style  until  he  died  in 
1874.  He  was  married  to  Rebecca  Hermany,  a 
daughter  of  Philip  Hermany,  of  Jacksonville,  and 
was  blessed  with  seven  daughters  and  one  son,  John, 
who  was  prepared  in  1855  to  take  upon  himself  his 
father's  labors,  when  he  was  taken  with  consumption 
and  died.  The  homes  of  both  the  clergyman  and 
doctor  are  at  present  in  the  same  state  as  they  left 
them,  the  former  being  occupied  at  present  by  two  of 
his  daughters.  The  hotel  and  store  building,  built 
by  John  Stein  in  1832,  is  a  spacious  brick  structure. 
The  carriage-factory  is  operated  by  its  founders,  Ely 
&  Waidelich.  It  was  established  in  1852.  Dr.  D.  S. 
Shade  was  the  successor  to  Dr.  Soliday  in  1856,  and 
is  at  present  following  his  practice,  in  connection 
with  his  partner,  whom  he  took  in  with  himself  in 
1870,  viz..  Dr.  J.  D.  Graver.  In  1860  several  people 
of  Steinsville  and  vicinity  obtained  a  charter  and 
organized  The  Steinsville  Hall  Association  for  re- 
ligious, society,  and  educational  purposes,  and  in  1861 
erected  a  fine  brick  building,  where  from  that  time  to 
the  present  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd-Fellows 
have  held  their  lodge  meetings.     Religious  services 


312 


HISTORY   OF   LEHIGH    COUNTY,  PENNSYLVANIA. 


are  held,  and  a  good  school  is  open  for  children  and 
the  more  advanced  scholars.  In  the  fall  of  1881  a 
few  men  iu  the  village  and  surrounding  country 
started  a  creamery  to  manufacture  butter  and  cheese, 
which  has  proved  a  success  and  is  highly  appreciated. 
The  country  immediately  surrounding  Steinsville  is 
productive  and  healthy.  Slate  was  first  discovered 
here  by  three  brothers, — John,  Michael,  and  Samuel 
K.  Lutz,— sons  of  Samuel  J.  Lutz,  in  1851,  and  quar- 
ries were  opened  and  first  operated  by  Foulk,  Daniel, 
and  William  Roberts.  No  especial  interest  was  mani- 
fested in  the  slate  industry  until  in  the  year  1869  a 
storm  uprooted  a  willow-tree  on  lands  of  Samuel  F. 
Lutz,  which  unearthed  a  slate-bed  that  was  after- 
wards quarried  and  is  now  owned  and  operated  ex- 
tensively by  George  W.  Griessamer.  In  1874  the 
Berks  and  Lehigh  Quarry  was  opened  by  Mosser, 
Krumm  &  Roberts,  and  is  at  present  operated  by 
Lutz  &  Keever.  In  1876  the  Centennial  was  opened 
on  lands  of  Charles  Foust.  In  1880  the  Standard 
was  opened  by  a  foreign  party  on  the  same  tract,  and 
in  1882  the  Quaker  City  Quarries  on  lands  of  Wil- 
loughby  and  Charles  Lutz. 

The  Steinsville  post-ofl5ce  was  established  in  1858. 

Jacksonville. — The  land  on  which  this  hamlet  is 
located  was  in  1781  owned  by  Daniel  Hamm,  who 
resided  where  William  Long  now  lives.  He  gave 
the  land  for  the  church  and  churchyard.  It  lies  on 
a  ridge  of  land  north  from  the  Antalaunee  Creek,  in 
the  direction  of  the  Blue  Mountains,  and  on  the  line 
of  the  Berks  County  Railroad.  The  first  house  was 
built  there  about  1820  by  Martin  Baer,  and  was  later 
purchased  by  John  Hermany,  who  made  additions  to 
the  house,  and  opened  a  hotel  and  store.  A  post-ofBce 
was  established  about  1845,  with  Zachariah  Long  as 
postmaster.  His  successors  have  been  John  Oswald 
and  Jacob  Oswald,  John  Hermany,  E.  F.  Lutz,  and 
the  present  incumbent,  John  Folweiler.  The  hotel 
and  store  is  now  conducted  by  E.  F.  Lutz.  The  store 
was  for  a  time  owned  by  Uriah  Long. 

Jacob's  Church.' — This  church  stands  in  Jackson- 
ville, Lynn  township.  It  is  a  Union  Church,  held  in 
common  by  the  members  of  the  Reformed  and  of  the 
Lutheran  faith,  as  is  generally  the  case  iu  churches 
in  Eastern  Pennsylvania.  The  first  settlement  of 
this  region  took  place  about  the  same  time  as  that  of 
Allemangel.  The  same  throng  of  settlers  which  came 
from  Oley  and  Goshenhoppen,  and  originated  the  Zie- 
gel,  Allemangel, Weissenberg,  and  Ebenezer  Churches, 
also  caused  the  beginning  of  this  congregation.  The 
beautiful  tracts  of  land  bordering  on  the  Antalaunee 
attracted  these  wanderers,  and  soon  the  valleys  and 
hills  were  dotted  with  their  small  log  huts.  These  set- 
tlements were  made  between  1730  and  1740. 

Among  the  first  settlers  were  the  following  fami- 
lies :  Vollweiler, Oswalds,  Wannemacher,Corell,  Lutz, 
Tittell,  Hamm,  Koenig,  Probst,  Franz,  Mosser,  Baer, 
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Nungesser,  Sechler,  Everett,  Friess,  Stumpf,  Miller, 
De  Long,  Krietz,  Klingemann,  Fussellman,  Reitz, 
Straub,  iBnos,  Wietzel,  Lanenberger,  Gerhard,  Wit- 
terstein,  Hess,  Billman,  and  others. 

About  the  year  1750  the  first  church  was  built,  and 
with  it.  a  school-house.  The  dedication  of  this  little 
log  church,  which  stood  on  the  spot  now  occupied 
by  the  third  church,  was  held  by  the  Revs.  Philip  J. 
Michael  and  H.  J.  Schellhardt,  who  were  also  chosen 
the  first  pastors. 

No  church  records  were  kept  in  the  early  times. 
It  was  only  about  the  year  1774  that  the  first  church 
book  was  kept,  and  the  first  baptismal  records  were 
entered  by  the  Rev.  Conrad  Steiner,  Jr.,  who  at  that 
time  was  the  minister  here.  Probably  a  church  book 
was  kept  before  that  year,  but  was  no  doubt  destroyed 
by  fire  during  the  Indian  troubl&s.  The  want  of  these 
records  leaves  us  very  much  in  doubt  as  to  the  early 
history  of  this  congregation. 

The  second  church  building  was  erected  about  the 
year  1808.  The  corner-stone  was  laid,  and  the  church 
dedicated  according  to  the  customs  of  both  faiths. 
At  the  same  time  a  constitution  was  adopted,  which 
was  changed  and  extended  in  the  year  1854. 

The  third  building  was  constructed  in  the  year 
1864.  It  is  of  brick,  surmounted  with  n  tower  and 
bell,  and  is  a  beautiful  building,  suitable  to  these 
times. 

In  the  course  of  time  the  old  log  school-house  was 
remodeled  in  the  year  1780,  and  in  later  years,  after 
the  construction  of  the  new  church,  a  new  school- 
house  of  brick  was  erected.  This  was  dedicated  on 
the  9th  and  10th  days  of  October,  18."'>S. 

The  members  of  the  Reformed  faith  of  this  church 
owned  in  earlier  times  a,  parsonage  in  conjunction 
with  three  other  congregations.  About  the  year 
1812  this  house  with  the  surrounding  land  was  sold. 

The  Reformed  ministers  were  Rev.  Philip  J..  Mi- 
chael, followed  by  the  Rev.  Peter  Miller,  who  was 
the  regular  preacher  of  the  Ebenezer  Church.  Hein- 
rich  Hertzel  (Hentzel)  also  preached  here  for  a  time. 

Then  came   Roth.      None   of  these   preachers 

had  been  admitted  to  ordination.  The  congregation 
could  not  obtain  the  services  of  any  minister  from  the 
Synod,  and  the  congregation  preferred  having  these 
rather  than  none.  Johannes  Roth  was  followed  by 
Rev.  Conrad  Steiner,  Jr.,  who  was  a  preacher  from 
the  Synod,  and  served  here  from  1774  up  to  the  close 
of  1777.  He  began  the  church  records,  which  are 
still  in  existence.  Rev.  C.  Steiner  was  called  by  sev- 
eral other  congregations,  and  Peter  Roth  was  again 
elected  because  the  Synod  would  not  send  a  minister. 
In  the  beginning  of  the  present  century  Henry  Dief- 
fenbach  came  to  this  church,  being  sent  by  the  Synod. 
He  was  followed,  about  the  year  1816,  by  the  Rev. 
John  Zulich,  and  served  till  some  time  later.  Rev. 
J.  M.  Bachman  became  his  successor,  and  he  is  the 
present  pastor. 

The   Lutheran   ministers    were   Rev.    Herman   J. 
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Schellhardt,  Daniel  Lehmann,  Frederick  Geissen- 
hainer,  Johannes  Knoske,  G.  F.  J.  Yaeger,  Ellas  B. 
Kramlich,  Owen  Leopold,  F.  Zuber,  8.  S.  Klein,  H. 
S.  Fegley. 

Lynnville.— The  first  person  to  build  on  the  site  of 
Lynnville  was  Valentine  Stull,  in  the  year  1806.  He 
opened  a  store,  which  he  carried  on  for  many  years. 
He  had  no  children,  but  adopted  a  nephew  of  his  wife, 
named  Peter  Haas,  who  carried  on  the  business  after 
his  uncle's  decline.  He  (Haas)  was  elected  to  the 
Legislature  several  terms,  also  served  as  associate 
judge  for  some  years.  John  Sieberling  built  a  house 
in  1807,  and  opened  it  to  the  public.  He  was  the 
landlord  and  proprietor  of  the  Lynnville  Hotel  up 
to  April,  1846,  when  his  son  James  became  possessor 
by  purchase.  The  post-office  at  Lynnville  was  estab- 
lished in  July,  1820,  and  John  Sieberling  made  post- 
master. He  continued  as  such  up  to  his  death  in  De- 
cember, 1875.  He  died  at  the  age  of  ninety-two  years, 
and  served  as  postmaster  fifty-five  years.  Solomon  W. 
Bachman  is  the  present  postmaster. 

The  hotel  is  now  the  property  of  Dr.  F.  C.  Sieber- 
ling. 

The  village  at  present  contains  a  hotel,  school-house, 
post-office,  store,  harness  and  blacksmith-shops,  and 
six  dwellings. 

The  elections  of  the  township  were  held  at  this  place 
for  many  years  till  1879.  At  what  is  known  as  Green- 
wait's,  on  the  Schuylkill  and  Lehigh  Eailroad,  a  store 
was  opened  about  1850,  and  kept  for  a  short  time  by 
Henry  NeiT. 

St.  Peter's  Church. ' — This  church  stands  upon  an 
elevation  along  the  Sieberlingsville  road,  south  of 
Lynnville,  and  is  in  Lynn  township.  This  is  also  a 
Union  Church  for  Lutherans  and  Reformed.  The 
church  was  founded  in  the  year  1857,  members  of  the 
Weissenberg,  Lowhill,  Lynntown,  and  Jerusalem 
communions  uniting  in  forming  a  new  congregation 
here. 

The  corner-stone  was  laid  on  the  30th  of  August, 
1857,  on  which  occasion  appropriate  services  were 
held  by  Rev.  W.  A.  Helflfrich,  the  Reformed  min- 
ister, and  Rev.  Siegli,  the  Lutheran  minister. 

On  Whit-Sunday  the  23d  and  Whit-Monday  the 
24th  days  of  May,  1858,  the  building  was  dedicated  to 
the  service  of  God.  Sermons  were  preached  by  Revs. 
J.  Derr,  Jeremiah  Schindel,  and  William  A.  Helffrich. 

Lyimport. — Marcus  Wannemacher  was  the  orig- 
inal owner  of  the  land  on  which  Lynnport  is  situated. 
He  lived  in  a  house  that  stood  near  the  railroad  depot 
by  the  spring.  Michael  Everett,  about  the  year  1814, 
erected  a  part  of  what  is  now  the  hotel,  in  which  he 
lived,  and  opened  a  store  for  the  use  of  the  people 
roundabout.  Levi  Kistler,  Feb.  8,  1843,  opened  a 
tavern  in  the  building.  David  and  William  Kistler 
kept  the  store  at  the  time.  Lewis  H.  Oswald,  the 
present  proprietor,  came  to  the  place  in  April,  1865, 
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and  keeps  hotel  and  store  and  post-office,  the  latter 
having  been  established  under  Levi  Kistler.  In  addi- 
tion to  the  hotel,  post-office,  and  store,  there  are  two 
school-houses,  depot  of  Schuylkill  and  Lehigh  Rail- 
road, a  slate  quarry,  and  about  forty  dwellings. 

Slate  quarries  were  opened  near  Lynnport  first  about 
1844,  by  James  M.  Porter,  McDowell,  and  Daniel 
Jones,  and  the  same  who  opened  Slatington.  David 
Folweiler  was  the  superintendent.  They  have  been 
worked  more  or  less  from  that  time. 

A  mantel  factory  was  started  by  Anthony  Donnon, 
of  Philadelphia,  in  1860,  and  continued  by  Henry  F. 
Martin.  It  is  carried  on  by  Jesse  B.  Keim,  of  Phila- 
delphia. 

Laurel  Hill  Mantel  Factory  was  established  in  1880 
by  Alvin  F.  Creitz,  Moses  K.  Jacob,  and  Charles  K. 
Henry,  who  sold  to  Potter  &  McHose,  who  are  now 
running  it. 

Stein's  Corner  is  situated  in  the  southeast  corner 
of  the  township.  The  land  on  which  it  is  located 
was  formerly  owned  by  the  Grinis.  About  1855 
Simon  Lentz  erected  a  hotel  and  was  the  landlord 
from  that  time  till  1865. 

About  1875  a  post-office  was  established  with  Joshua 
Weidaas  postmaster,  who  kept  it  till  his  death,  when 
he  was  succeeded  by  William  Seaman,  who  retained 
the  position  till  1884,  when  William  Stein,  the  present 
postmaster,  was  appointed. 

About  1874  William  Stein  opened  a  store,  and  now 
has  charge  of  the  hotel,  store,  and  post-office. 

Oswaldsville,  now  called  Raber's  Corners,  was 
started  about  1860,  at  which  time  Jonas  Oswald,  who 
owned  a  farm  at  the  locality,  built  a  hotel  and  store, 
which  were  kept  by  him  for  five  or  six  years.  A  post- 
office  was  also  established  at  the  place  and  kept  by 
him  till  1866,  when  it  was  removed  to  Mosserville. 

New  Slatedale  contains  twelve  or  fifteen  dwell- 
ings and  a  hotel  kept  by  Joseph  L.  Lutz.  The  place 
was  started  by  the  opening  of  slate  quarries  about 
1854  by  Daniel  Faulk.  Quarries  are  now  worked  by 
Lutz  &  Keever,  and  Griesemer  &  Brothers. 

Keitz. — At  the  store  of  Samuel  Reitz,  nearly  in  the 
centre  of  the  township,  the  elections  of  the  township 
have  been  held  since  1879.  Prior  to  that  time  they 
were  held  at  Lynnville.  The  old  stone  house  at  this 
place  was  built  by  Andrew  Straub,  Jr.,  in  1817,  his 
father,  Andrew  Straub,  Sr.,  having  taken  up  ninety- 
two  acres  of  land  at  that  place  on  the  22d  of  March, 
1800,  and  transferred  it  to  his  son,  Andrew,  on  the  23d 
of  May  the  same  year.  It  later  passed  to  John  Ulrich,' 
who  in  1849  erected  a  store  and  kept  it  for  many  years. 
In  1862  Jonas  Reitz  purchased  the  property  now 
owned  by  his  son,  Samuel. 

An  Old  Graveyard.— In  Kistler's  Valley,  in  Lynn 
township,  on  the  farm  of  Mr.  Jonas  J.  Kistler  (being 
the  same  farm  which  was  formerly  owned  by  the  late 
Rev.  Samuel  K.  Brobst,  deceased,  grandfather  of  Philip 
Kistler,  deceased,  and  Father  Jacob  Brobst,  deceased), 
exists  a  graveyard  established  by  the  Moravians  over  a 
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hundred  years  ago.  The  sacred  spot  is  Avell  preserved. 
The  first  congregation  brought  into  existence  in  those 
parts  was  formed  by  Moravian  missionaries  from 
Bethlehem,  and  was  called  the  Allemangel  Mora- 
vian Church.  Later,  Rev.  Muhlenberg  established 
a  church  in  the  same  vicinity,  and  called  it  the  Alle- 
mangel Lutheran  Church,  now  known  as  Jerusalem. 
The  old  Moravians'  burial-ground  is  numerously 
dotted  with  clayed  mounds,  underneath  which  repose 
members  of  the  ancient  brotherhood  from  that  section. 
Among  them  a  preacher  by  the  name  of  Wirs  or 
Wirz. 

In  the  old  burial-ground  at  Miller's,  near  the  Baush 
school-house,  many  old  tablets  are  standing.  Some 
of  the  names  and  dates  are  here  given : 

Christian  Miller,  Sr.,  born  June  25, 1706;  died  July  14, 1785,  age  sev- 
euty-nine  yearp,  nineteen  days. 

Christian  Miller,  Jr.,  born  Jan.  6, 1Y41 ;  died  Oct.  9, 1778,  age  thirty- 
Beven  years,  nine  months,  and  three  days. 

Maria  Elizabeth  Hansin,  born  April  10, 1809;  died  Sept.  18, 1820,  age 
eleven  yearw,  five  months,  eiglit  days. 

Anna  Elizabeth  Miller,  died  Dec.  16, 1830,  age  seventy-three  years, 
one  month,  four  days. 

Andreas  Miller,  died  1817,  age  seventy-eight  years,  three  months. 

Salome  Miller,  wife  of  Jonas  Miller,  daughter  of  Jacob  Bausch,  born 
May  20, 1802,  age  twenly-five  years,  six  months,  fourteen  days. 

William  F.  Miller,  son  of  Stephen  Miller,  born  June  21,  1854,  age 
eight  months,  twelve  days. 

Mary  Kuhns,  wife  of  John  Kuhns,  died  April  2, 1843,  age  forty-seven 
years,  nine  months,  fifteen  days. 
y     Mary  Catliilla,  daughter  of  John  Kunhs,  died  Sept.  18, 1838,  age  six- 
teen years,  eight  months,  twenty-eight  days. 

Apolona  Ettinger,  daughter  of  Peter  Miller,  died  May  29, 1843,  age 
thirty-one  years,  ten  months,  three  days. 

Peter  Miller,  Sr.,  born  Jan.  19, 1772,  age  eighty-three  years,  seven 
months,  three  days. 

Maria  Magdalena  Miller,  wife  of  Peter  Miller,  born  Oct.  20, 1770,  age 
ninety-three  years,  seven  months,  six  days. 

David  Miller,  born  Dec.  30, 1829,  age  twenty-nine  years,  four  days. 

George  Miller,born  Feb.  10,1798, age  sixty-seven  years, three  months, 
twenty-five  days. 

Maria  M.  Miller,  wife  of  George,  born  Jan.  1,  1805,  age  sixty-nine 
years,  eight  months,  six  days. 

Anna  Maria  Custard,  wife  of  George  Custard,  born  April  15, 1760,  age 
eighty-one  years,  nine  months,  ten  days. 

George  Custard,  born  April  25,  1750,  age  sixty-three  years,  sixteen 
days. 

John  Kuhns,  died  Sept.  20, 1830,  age  forty  years,  nine  days. 
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CHAPTER  XXVII. 

UPPER    MACUNGIE   TOWNSHIP.' 

^  The  settlement  of  the  territory  now  known  as  Upper 
iind  Lower  Macungie  township,  was  commenced  about 
the  year  1730.  Macungie  (Mauck-Kuntshy)  is  an  In- 
dian name,  and  signifies  tlie  "eating-place  of  bears." 
When  food  became  scarce  along  the  mountains,  the 
bears  would  come  into  the  valley  for  it ;  hence  the 
name.  The  land  was  overgrown  with  scrub-oak,  and 
was  supposed  to  be  worthless  by  most  of  the  early 
immigrants,  and,  as  a  consequence,  many  crossed  the 

'  By  Rey,  M.  J.  Krnmlich. 


Lehigh  Mountain,  thence  followed  an  Indian  trail  in 
the  western  part  of  the  county  to  the  territory  along 
the  Blue  or  Kittatinny  Mountain,  where  they  settled. 
As  the  country  they  had  left  was  similar  to  that  in 
the  upper  end  of  the  county,  it  was  natural  for  them 
to  seek  their  homes  in  a  land  of  like  character.  A 
few,  however,  settled  early  in  the  Macungie  Valley, 
which  became  by  the  industry  of  these  German  set- 
tlers, the  most  fertile  in  Eastern  Pennsylvania.  The 
surface  is  generally  level,  although  in  some  places 
rugged  and  somewhat  broken. 

The  first  steps  towards  the  formation  of  a  township 
were  taken  in  January,  1742.  On  Jan.  28,  1742,  the 
territory  was  surveyed  by  Edward  Scull,  and  contained 
twenty-nine  thousand  four  hundred  and  forty  acres 
of  land.  A  petition  was  presented  to  the  court  of 
Bucks  County,  signed  by  Jeremiah  Trexler  (Drechs- 
ler),  Peter  Trexler,  Henry  Sheath,  John  Eckel,  Fred- 
erick Rowey,  Peter  Walbert,  Jr.,  Philip  Schmidt 
(Smies),  Joseph  Albright  (Albrecht),  Jacob  Wagner, 
Melchior  Schmidt,  George  Steininger,  Jacob  Moyer 
(Meyer),  George  Hain,  Adam  Koch,  Casper  Moyer, 
Kayde  Grim,  and  Adam  Braus,  in  which  they  com- 
plained that  "they  had  lived  here  these  many  years 
without  having  a  township  laid  out."  This  petition 
was  presented  to  court  June  16, 1743,  and  the  territory 
as  surveyed  erected  into  a  township.  In  1743  it  con- 
tained six  hundred  and  fifty  inhabitants, — more  than 
any  other  district  beyond  the  Lehigh  Mountain.  The 
fact  that  the  first  road  from  Philadelphia,  through  the 
territory  that  now  constitutes  Jlontgoraery  County, 
and  through  Upper  Milford  to  Jeremiah  Trexler's 
tavern,  at  Trexlertown,  was  made  in  1732,  as  the 
colonial  records  show,  proves  also  that  the  population 
had  increased  to  such  an  extent  that  they  could  press- 
ingly  demand  a  public  road  to  Goshenhoppen,  since 
the  government  was  not  too  ready  to  open  roads  un- 
less urgent  necessity  demanded  them.  It  is  a  well- 
authenticated  fact  that  the  first  white  inhabitants  of 
Macungie  township  were  Jeremiah  Trexler  and  chil- 
dren, who  came  from  Oley,  Berks  Co.,  as  early  as 
1719,  and  settled  at  a  place  on  Spring  Creek,  known 
as  Schwart's  farm,  near  Trexlertown.  Many  of  the 
titles  to  the  land  along  the  Little  Lehigh  Creek, 
which  flows  into  the  Lehigh  River  at  Allentown, 
show  that  this  section  was  one  of  the  earliest  settled, 
on  account  of  the  water  facilities  and  the  fertility  of 
the  soil. 

Millerstown,  now  Macungie,  became  the  centre 
around  which  many  emigrants  from  Wiirtemberg  and 
French  Protestants  settled,  whose  descendants  became 
German,  and  to-day  number  among  the  most  prosper- 
ous and  honored  citizens.  These  brave  pioneers  came 
to  this  new  country  surrounded  by  unspeakable  diffi- 
culties, and  made  it  one  of  the  loveliest  spots  on  earth. 
They  had  suffered  untold  misery  under  the  tyranny 
of  Europe,  and  sought  here  civil  and  religious  liberty 
and  equality. 

They  had  to  "  earn  their  bread  by  the  sweat  of  their 
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brows,"  and  the  present  generation  can  form  no  cor- 
rect idea  of  the  difficulties  they  had  to  encounter  and 
the  many  hardships  they  were  obliged  to  endure. 
Nor  was  the  education  of  their  children  neglected. 
Many  brought  their  teachers  with  them,  and  they  saw 
to  it  that  their  children  were  properly  educated.  The 
German  A,  B,  C  book,  the  Psalter,  and  the  Testa- 
ment, among  others,  were  their  text-books.  They 
were  God-fearing  men  and  women,  and  made  an  early 
effort  to  establish  churches  wherever  practicable,  in 
which  they  could  worship  God  according  to  the  dic- 
tates of  their  consciences. 

Early  Roads.— The  first  public  road  in  the  town- 
ship from  Trexlertown  to  Goshenhoppen,  as  already 
mentioned,  was  laid  out  in  1732.  In  March,  1749,  a 
petition  was  presented  to  the  court  of  Bucks  County 
for  "a  new  road  from  Wiester's  plantation  (farm)  to 
the  place  called  Jourdan  (Jordan),  and  to  Guth's 
mill,  thence  to  the  great  road  called  Maconschy 
(Macungie)  road."  This  petition  was  signed  by  Peter 
Drexler,  John  Lichtenwallner,  Heinrich  Steininger, 
Jacob  Schlanch,  Lorenz  Schadt,  Bernhardt  Schmidt, 
Frederick  Eomich,  Heinrich  Drexler,  Peter  Haas, 
and  others.  The  road  from  Easton  to  Beading,  pass- 
ing along  Trexlertown,  was  not  laid  out  until  1753. 
On  March  22,  1757,  a  petition,  signed  by  the  inhabit- 
ants of  the  township  and  many  others,  was  presented 
to  the  court  of  Northampton  County,  setting  forth  the 
difficulties  they  labor  under  for  want  of  a  road  from 
"the  county  line  on  or  near  the  land  now  or  late  of 
Jobst  Henry  in  Macungie  aforesaid,  and  from  thence 
the  highest  and  best  way  to  Easton."  The  court  ap- 
pointed as  commissioners  George  Knauss,  Lewis 
Klotz,  Thomas  Armstrong,  Jeremiah  Trexler,  Mel- 
chior  Schmidt,  and  Frederick  Eomich,  to  view  and 
lay  out  the  same.  The  report  of  the  commissioners 
was  submitted  to  the  court,  and  confirmed  June  2, 
1757. 

Constables, — The  first  constable  of  whom  there  is 
any  record  was  John  Brandenburg,  appointed  in  1737. 
Joseph  Olbert  was  appointed  constable  by  the  Court 
of  Quarter  Sessions,  held  at  Easton,  in  October,  1752. 
Adam  Braus  was  appointed  Sept.  16,  1755. 

Licenses  Granted. — There  is  no  record  of  a  license 
granted  to  Jeremiah  Trexler,  who  kept  a  tavern  at 
Trexlertown  as  early  as  1732.  Conrad  Culp  applied 
for  a  tavern  license  in  1737,  and  John  Trexler  in  1737, 
which  appear  to  be  the  first  licenses  granted  by  the 
Bucks  County  court.  John  Bieber  received  a  license 
in  September,  1758.  At  the  June  session  of  the 
Nortbampton  County  court,  in  1759,  licenses  were 
granted  to  the  following  :  Michael  Henninger,  Philip 
Hemel,  George  Strother,  and  Samuel  Depue;  in  1760, 
to  George  Guth  and  Michael  Henninger;  in  June, 
1786,  to  Jeremiah  Trexler,  Peter  Haas,  Philip  Knauss, 
Joseph  Savitz,  Henry  Schweyer,  Christian  Hartman. 
At  the  May  term,  in  1815,  of  the  Lehigh  County  court, 
licenses  were  granted  to  George  Christman,  George 
Miller,  and  Jonathan  Diehl,  of  Millerstown.     About 


the  year  1818  the  court  issued  licenses  to  Moses  Cain, 
George  Miller,  Peter  Wolf,  Henry  Keck,  Peter  Haas, 
Charles  Trexler,  and  William  Haines. 

Description  of  the  Present  Township.— Macungie 
township  was  divided  into  Upper  and  Lower  Macun- 
gie May  3,  1832.  The  township  of  Upper  Macungie, 
under  this  division,  is  bounded  on  the  northeast  by 
South  Whitehall,  on  the  southeast  by  Lower  Macun- 
gie, on  the  north  and  northwest  by  Lowhill  and  Weis- 
senberg,  and  on  the  southwest  by  Berks  County.  It 
has  an  area  of  twenty-four  and  one-half  square  miles, 
or  fifteen  thousand  six  hundred  and  eighty  acres.  It 
is  densely  populated.  In  1840  it  had  a  population  of 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty-nine,  and  since 
then  it  has  increased  to  three  thousand  and  twenty- 
three  (1880). 

The  surface  is  generally  level,  and  the  soil  is  mostly 
limestone,  with  the  exception  of  a  small  strip  in  the 
northern  and  western  portion,  which  is  of  slate  forma- 
tion. In  the  eastern  part  is  Chapparal  Ridge,  which, 
however,  is  fast  losing  its  character  under  the  influ- 
ence of  the  progressive  spirit  of  its  inhabitants.  Haas' 
Hill,  in  the  southeastern  part,  is  the  highest  elevation 
in  the  township.  The  soil  is  carefully  cultivated  and 
is  very  productive.  Wheat,  rye,  corn,  and  oats  are 
the  staple  productions.  Iron  ore  is  found  in  large 
quantities  in  the  vicinity  of  Breinigsville,  Fogelsville, 
and  Trexlertovfn.  It  is  of  the  different  kinds,  such  as 
rock,  pipe,  black  and  red  sheen.  The  Crane  and  the 
Thomas  Iron  Companies  control  most  of  the  leases. 
TheCatasauquaand  Fogelsville  Railroad  runs  through 
the  township,  with  the  Farmington  Branch,  from 
Trexlertown  to  Farmington,  and  the  Crane  Branch, 
built  in  1883,  from  the  main  road,  starting  at  a  point 
about  a  mile  above  Trexlertown,  and  extending  a  dis- 
tance of  about  three  miles  to  Lichtenwallner  &  Laros' 
ore-beds.  The  branches  were  built  chiefly  for  the 
purpose  of  conveying  the  ore  to  the  main  road,  and 
thence  to  the  furnaces  at  Oatasauqua  and  Hokendau- 
qua. 

Numerous  creeks  drain  the  land.  Among  the 
most  important  is  Macungie  Creek,  which  starts 
among  the  hills  in  the  vicinity  of  Ziegel's  Church, 
flows  in  a  southeasterly  direction  toward  Trexlertown, 
where  it  empties  into  Spring  Creek,  which  flows  into 
the  Little  Lehigh  near  the  Iron  Bridge  in  Lower  Ma- 
cungie. The  northern  portion  of  the  township  is 
drained  by  Haas'  Creek,  which  empties  into  the  Jor- 
dan. Cedar  or  Schantz's  Spring,  the  source  of  Cedar 
Creek,  is  in  the  southeastern  part  of  the  township, 
and  "  is  remarkable  for  its  strength  and  uniformity  as 
to  quantity  of  water."  Cedar  Spring  furnishes  abund- 
ant power  for  the  mills  erected  along  the  stream.  This 
spring  received  its  name  from  the  cedar-trees  that  had 
overgrown  the  hills  surrounding  it,  which,  however, 
have  all  disappeared.  There  are  three  grist-mills, 
two  saw-mills,  and  a  tannery  in  this  township.  The 
population  in  1880  was  three  thousand  and  twenty- 
three. 
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HISTOEY   OF   LEHIGH    COUNTY,  PENNSYLVANIA. 


JUSTICES   OF   THE   PBACB.l 

1840.  David  Schall.  <  1866.  Solomon  Fogel. 

Willoughby  Fogel.  1868.  John  Albright. 

1845.  David  Schall.  1869.  Thomas  C.  Breing. 

Willoughby  Fogel.  ,  1874.  Robert  H.  Fogel. 

1860.  David  Schall.  !  Herman  Kupp. 

Willoughby  Fogel.  1877.  William  F.  Both. 

1856.  David  Schall.  '  1878.  A.  D.  Fegely. 
Willoughby  Fogel.  i  1879.  Robert  H.  Fogel. 

1857.  William  C.  Lichtenwallner.     '  1880.  William  F.  Roth. 

1860.  John  Albright.  ,  1881.  Robert  B.  Spinner. 

1861.  Solomon  Fogel.  .Peter  R.  Bear. 
1865.  Henry  Stine. 

Early  Settlements. — It  is  difficult  to  ascertain  the 
names  of  those  who  first  took  possession  of  the  land, 
as  many  of  the  old  deeds  cannot  be  found  and  the 
present  owners  are  unable  to  furnish  data.  The 
earliest  grant  of  land  of  which  there  appears  to  be 
any  record  is  that  of  George  Moltz,  who  received  a 
warrant  dated  Feb.  15,  1734,  for  seventy  acres. 

A  warrant,  dated  Aug.  23,  1735,  for  a  certain  tract 
of  land  situated  near  Maxatawny,  containing  two 
hundred  acres,  with  the  usual  allowance  of  six  acres 
for  roads,  was  granted  to  Stephen  Starlan ;  but  not 
having  complied  with  the  conditions  therein  specified, 
upon  application  a  warrant  for  the  same  tract,  dated 
March  14,  1742,  was  granted  to  George  Haan.  John 
Lichtenwallner,  the  ancestor  of  the  Lichtenwallners, 
took  possession  of  the  tract  of  two  hundred  acres,  to 
whom  a  patent  of  confirmation  was  issued,  dated 
May  4,  1752,  for  the  consideration  of  thirty-one 
pounds.  This  tract,  together  with  three  other  con- 
tiguous tracts,  containing  in  all  four  hundred  and 
thirteen  acres  and  three-quarters,  John  Lichtenwall- 
ner, the  elder,  granted  unto  his  son,  John,  by  deed 
dated  March  15,  1765,  who  died  intestate  in  1796, 
and  left  real  estate  amounting  to  nine  hundred  and 
fifty-two  acres,  valued  at  five  thousand  and  ninety 
pounds,  which  was  equally  divided  among  his  ten 
children,— John,  George,  Peter,  Christopher,  Jacob, 
Catharine  (married  to  Mathias  Leibelsberger),  Ann, 
Mary  (married  to  George  Schaeff'er),  Barbara  (married 
to  Philip  Leibelsberger),  Margaret,  and  Magdalena. 

John  accepted  the  two  farms  lying  about  half  a 
mile  west  of  Fogelsville.  Upon  his  death  they  passed 
into  the  hands  of  his  son,  John,  who  bequeathed  them 
to  his  two  sons,  John  H.  and  William  C.  Lichten- 
wallner. The  homestead  of  the  Lichtenwallner  family 
is  now  in  the  possession  of  Peter  R.  Bear,  Esq.  Upon 
the  death  of  William  C.  Lichtenwallner,  his  farm 
passed  into  the  hands  of  his  widow  and  children. 

Moyer's  land  at  Fogelsville  was  among  the  earliest 
settled.  On  Aug.  23,  1735,  a  warrant  was  issued  to 
y  John  Michael  Koontz  for  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres, 
and  surveyed  Sept.  6,  1736;  but  failing  to  comply 
with  the  conditions  thereof,  "sold  and  assigned  his 
right,  if  any  he  had,  to  Abraham  Yeakle,  of  Macongy," 
who  had  it  surveyed  by  Edward  Scull,  Sept.  7,  1736'. 

1  Prior  to  1840  the  justices  having  jurisdiction  over  this  territory  were 
elected  in  districts,  and  tlieir  names  will  be  found  in  the  civil  list  of  the 
general  history. 


Yeakle  entered  upon  it  and  improved  it,  and  sold 
it  to  Hans  Jacob  Meyer  (Moyer),  May  10,  1737. 
Another  tract  of  land  containing  forty-nine  acres  and 
eighty-four  perches,  in  pursuance  of  a  warrant  dated 
I  Oct.  12,  1738,  was  surveyed  to  Hans  Jacob  Meyer, 
Nov.  14,  1739.  These  two  tracts  Meyer  occupied  as 
one  plantation  or  farm,  which  hegranted  to  his  eldest 
son,  Nicholas,  by  deed  dated  June  22,  1761.  In  1783 
Nicholas  Meyer  died,  and  it  now  became  the  prop- 
erty of  his  son,  Jacob.  Solomon  and  Daniel  Moyer 
inherited  the  farm  from  Jacob,  their  uncle,  and  since 
the  death  of  Solomon  it  is  in  the  possession  of  Daniel 
Moyer.  Jacob  Moyer  died  in  1852,  and  is  buried  in 
a  private  lot  on  the  farm. 

The  farm  now  in  the  possession  of  Levi  Kramlich, 
known  as  Keek's  farm,  containing  one  hundred  and 
forty-three  acres,  was  warranted  April  80,  1740,  to 
Balthazer  Yeakle.  Conrad  Keck  received  a  patent 
for  it  Feb.  21,  1812.  Upon  his  death  it  passed  into 
the  hands  of  his  son,  John,  who  died  in  1847,  when 
his  oldest  son,  Ephraim,  purchased  the  property,  and 
sold  it  the  same  year  to  Joseph  Miller. 

Richard  Hockley,  a  merchant  of  Philadelphia,  re- 
ceived a  warrant  dated  Feb.  8,  1742,  for  a  tract  of 
land  containing  four  hundred  acres,  situated  near 
Fogelsville,  now  the  property  of  the  Mohrs.  This 
tract  was  sold  by  Richard  Hockley  to  Richard  John- 
son, of  Germantown,  Jan.  11,  1743.  William  Morry, 
of  Upper  Saucon,  purchased  the  land  of  Johnson  in 
1749.  After  Morry's  death  his  sons,  Jacob  and  Wil- 
liam, became  the  owners.  On  Dec.  29,  1760,  Herman 
Mohr,  the  ancestor  of  the  Mohrs,  purchased  the  four- 
hundred-acre  tract  for  five  hundred  and  fifty  pounds. 
Nicholas  and  Herman,  sons  of  Herman  Mohr,  received 
the  estate  upon  the  death  of  their  father  in  1778,  ex- 
cept twenty  acres,  which  he  had  given  to  his  son, 
John.  Herman  Mohr  had  nine  sons,— Nicholas,  Her- 
man, Frederick,  John,  Jacob,  Henry,  Peter,  William, 
and  Christopher.  Before  any  division  was  made  of 
the  property  Nicholas  died,  and  his  undivided  half 
was  bought  by  his  brother,  Henry,  for  fifteen  hundred 
pounds.  The  descendants  of  Mohr  are  still  in  pos- 
session of  the  property. 

Among  the  most  prominent  men  of  Upper  Macun- 
gie  are  the  Fogels.  Philipp  Gabriel  Fogel  is  the 
ancestor  of  the  Fogel  family.  In  1781  the  ship 
"Samuel,"  with  one  hundred  and  seven  emigrants, 
landed  at  Philadelphia.  Among  these  js  found,  in 
the  colonial  records,  the  name  of  Philipp  F.  Fogel; 
but  it  should  be  Philipp  Gabriel.  The  spelling  of 
these  old  German  names  was  terribly  mutilated  in 
English  by  the  officers  at  Philadelphia,  and  so  it  seems 
Frederick  was  substituted  for  Gabriel.  The  subject 
of  this  sketch  came  from  the  province  Hanau,  in 
Churhesse,  and  is  one  of  the  first  Reformed  families 
that  settled  in  Lehigh  County.  His  children  were 
born  in  Germany,  and  all  grown  when  they  and  their 
parents  emigrated  to  America.  The  family  lived  a 
few  years  in  Bucks  County,  and  migrated  with  others 
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in  1734  or  1735,  to  the  territory  now  included  in 
Albany  and  Lynn  townships.  They  settled  at  the 
Schochary  Mountain,  near  Lynnville.  Here  they 
owned  about  five  hundred  acres  of  land.  The  father 
died  here,  and  was  buried  in  the  cemetery  of  the 
Ebenezer  Church,  at  New  Tripoli,  of  which  he  was 
one  of  the  founders.  He  had  four  children, — Conrad, 
Johann,  Jacob,  and  a  daughter,  who  was  married  to 
one  Weber,  whose  descendants  still  live  on  a  part  of 
the  original  tract  of  land.  Jacob  moved  to  Philadel- 
phia, and  later  to  one  of  the  Southern  States. 

Conrad  Fogel  was  the  oldest  son  of  Philipp  Gabriel, 
and  brought  his  family  from  Europe.  He  had  two 
sons — Johannes  and  Philipp — and  daughters.  His 
brother  Johannes  married  Conrad's  widow.  After 
the  death  of  Conrad,  about  the  time  of  the  Indian 
wars,  Johannes  Fogel,  with  his  family,  moved  to  Ma- 
cungie.  Near  the  village  of  Fogelsville  a  new  effort 
was  made  and  a  permanent  home  established.  Here 
he  bought  several  farms  from  the  Schwenkfelders. 
Possession  of  the  land  around  Fogelsville  had  been 
taken  by  these  people  many  years  previous.  Johannes 
Fogel  left  three  sons — Jacob,  Conrad,  Heinrich — and 
daughters.  The  old  home  remained  in  possession  of 
Conrad's  descendants,  and  was  last  owned  by  Judge 
Willoughby  Fogel,  and  upon  his  death  became  the 
property  of  Jonas  Moyer.  Philipp,  the  youngest  son 
of  Conrad,  received  a  tract  of  land  near  Breinigsville. 

Johannes  Fogel,  the  oldest  son  of  Conrad,  inherited 
the  farm  now  in  possession  of  Hon.  John  H.  Fogel. 
He  was  married  to  Eosina  Schaed.  They  had  three 
sons — John,  Jacob,  and  Benjamin — and  four  daugh- 
ters. Their  home  was  noted  for  its  hospitalitj',  and 
the  poor  were  always  welcome.  John  Fogel  died 
when  he  was  about  sixty  years  of  age,  and  was  buried 
in  the  cemetery  of  the  Trexlertown  Church,  of  which 
he  was  one  of  the  founders.  His  son,  Jacob,  became 
the  owner  of  the  farm  near  Bath,  Northampton  Co., 
and  Benjamin  received  the  farms  at  Fogelsville. 

Judge  John  Fogel  was  born  Aug.  12, 1774,  and  was 
the  son  of  John  Fogel.  His  father  was  anxious  that 
one  of  his  sons  should  learn  the  art  of  dyeing.  John 
learned  the  trade,  but  this  sphere  was  too  narrow  for 
him.  He  sought  a  larger  field.  Assisted  by  his 
father,  he  built  the  hotel  in  1798,  and  founded  Fogels- 
ville. He  worked  at  his  trade,  kept  hotel  and  a  store. 
He  also  superintended  his  farm,  and  continued  to 
prosper.  Later  he  erected  a  dwelling  on  the  prop- 
erty, now  in  the  possession  of  Levi  Kramlich,  in 
which  he  resided  many  years.  He  served  as  justice 
of  the  peace,  and  as  associate  judge  of  the  Lehigh 
County  courts,  and  discharged  his  duties  with  fidelity. 
He  was  married  to  Catharine  Stettler,  and  had  two 
children, — Solomon  Fogel  and  a  daughter,  Sallie, 
married  to  Jacob  Schantz.  He  died  Sept.  7,  1838. 
His  remains  lie  buried  in  the  cemetery  of  the 
Fogelsville  Church,  of  which  he  was  an  active  and 
consistent  member. 

Solomon  Fogel,  Esq.,  was  the  only  son  of  Judge 


John  Fogel,  and  was  born  Feb.  11, 1801.  Fogelsville 
at  that  time  had  no  educational  advantages  to  offer. 
The  schools  in  those  days  were  especially  poor 
among  the  German  settlements.  Instruction  was 
given  mostly  in  the  German  language.  Nothing  re- 
mained for  those  people  who  wanted  their  children 
educated  in  English  except  to  send  them  away  from 
home.  Solomon  was  sent  to  school  at  Philadelphia, 
where  he  remained  five  years.  He  was  especially 
fond  of  mathematics,  and  had  decided  to  become  a 
surveyor,  but  his  father  overruled  his  son's  inclina- 
tion, and  induced  him  to  learn  the  business  of  a 
merchant.  After  returning  from  school  he  entered 
as  clerk  one  of  the  stores  at  AUentown.  During  this 
time  he  and  some  other  young  men  made  an  effort  to 
establish  the  first  Sunday-school  in  Lehigh  County. 
The  churches  were  averse  to  what  they  deemed  an 
innovation,  but  they  succeeded  in  securing  the  court- 
house for  the  purpose.  Here  they  met  several  Sun- 
days, but  the  court-house  was  also  closed  to  them. 
The  Sunday-school  was  something  new,  and  declared 
a  "nuisance.''  In  1825  he  was  married  to  Anna 
Stabler,  of  Upper  Milford.  He  soon  entered  upon  an 
active  business  career,  and  opened  a  general  store  in 
the  building  now  in  the  possession  of  Jonathan  Gross, 
which  commanded  a  large  trade  all  over  the  sur- 
rounding coautry.  Although  he  was  successful  at 
first,  his  inclination  led  him  to  other  pursuits.  He 
inherited  several  farms  from  his  father,  but  in  farm- 
ing he  found  no  pleasure.  He  was  appointed  county 
surveyor  by  the  Governor,  and  afterwards  elected  to 
the  office  for  successive  years.  Often  prevailed  upon 
to  give  his  name  for  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace, 
he  refused  on  account  of  a  partial  loss  of  his  sense  of 
hearing.  He  yielded,  however,  at  last,  was  elected 
and  commissioned  April  30,  1861,  re-elected  to  the 
office  in  1866,  and  held  it  until  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred on  Aug.  22,  1868.  He  died  at  the  age  of 
sixty-seven  years,  six  months,  and  eleven  days.  He 
had  two  sons — Eev.  E.  J.  Fogel  and  Llewllyn  J. 
Fogel — and  daughters.  His  son,  Rev.  E.  J.  Fogel, 
pastor  of  the  Jordan  charge,  occupies  the  homestead, 
and  his  widow,  now  in  the  seventy-eighth  year  of  her 
age,  resides  with  her  youngest  daughter,  in  the  house 
adjoining. 

Solomon  Fogel  was  a  man  of  an  enterprising  spirit. 
He  was  one  of  the  first  to  take  an  active  part  in  the 
public  works  and  enterprises  of  the  county,  and  his 
influence  was  always  directed  to  promote  the  welfare 
of  his  fellow-men.  For  many  years  he  was  a  director 
of  the  old  AUentown  Bank.  He  was  one  of  the  origi- 
nators of  the  Lehigh  County  almshouse.  The  public- 
school  system  found  in  him  one  of  its  earliest  and 
strongest  advocates.  In  every  enterprise  which  was 
calculated  to  benefit  the  people  at  large  he  took  an 
active  interest.  He  headed  the  list  of  subscribers  for 
the  construction  of  the  Lehigh  Valley  Railroad,  and 
took  special  interest  in  the  building  of  the  Catasauqua 
and  Fogelsville  Railroad,  which  brought  the   iron- 
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mines  in  the  township  into  the  market,  and  made  this 
territory  one  of  the  richest  in  the  State.  This  same 
spirit  led  him  to  establish  new  enterprises  on  his  own 
behalf.  A  steam-mill  and  foundry,  which  he  erected 
at  Fogelsville,  was  premature  and  proved  unprofit- 
able.. This  active  and  noble  spirit  was  manifested  no 
less  in  his  church  relations.  The  progress  of  the 
church  enlisted  his  warmest  interest.  He  was  liberal, 
and  contributed  largely  of  his  means  to  the  different 
objects  of  the  church.  When  St.  John's  Church  was 
built,  in  1835,  he  was  elected  treasurer,  and  made 
himself  personally  responsible  for  the  payment  of  the 
indebtedness  arising  therefrom.  Through  his  efforts 
an  act  was  passed  by  the  Legislature,  Feb.  24,  1860, 
incorporating  the  Fogelsville  Male  and  Female  Acad- 
emy, but  for  want  of  proper  patronage  this  school  did 
not  go  into  operation.  He  died  as  he  had  lived,  in 
the  full  assurance  of  a  blessed  immortality. 

Gen.  Benjamin  Fogel  was  born  Nov.  8,  1791,  at  the 
old  homestead  near  Fogelsville.  He  was  married  to 
Anna  Trexler.  They  had  three  sons — William  B., 
Willoughby,  and  John  H. — and  daughters.  He  car- 
ried on  farming  successfully  for  many  years,  and  re- 
tired to  private  life  in  1847,  after  he  had  accumulated 
a  large  fortune.  He  owned  three  large  farms  and 
other  property,  which,  upon  his  death,  passed  into 
the  hands  of  his  children.  He  held  many  positions 
of  trust,  the  duties  of  which  he  discharged  faithfully. 
Popular  among  all  classes,  he  wielded  a  large  influ- 
ence in  the  affairs  of  the  township  and  county  in 
which  he  lived.  Hon.  John  H.  Fogel,  his  son,  who 
was  born  Oct.  30,  1825,  was  an  officer  on  the  staff  of 
Gen.  Robert  S.  Brown,  with  the  rank  of  major,  and 
represented  the  people  of  Lehigh  County  in  the  Leg- 
islature of  Pennsylvania  from  1866-69,  and  so  great 
was  his  popularity  that  he  was  again  elected  to  the 
Legislature  in  1875  and  1876.  He  was  also  instru- 
mental in  securing  the  charter  for  a  national  bank  at 
Kutztown,  and  served  as  its  president  for  eight  years. 
He  discharged  his  duties  with  fidelity. 

Gen.  Benjamin  Fogel  died  March  8,  1869,  after  a 
few  days'  illness,  at  the  advanced  age  of  seventy-eight 
years  and  four  months.  The  Allentown  Democrat,  in 
an  obituary  notice,  sums  up  his  life  and  character  in 
the  following  words :  "  He  was  a  plain,  unassuming, 
and  exceedingly  worthy  man,  held  highly  in  esteem 
for  his  correct  moral  deportment,  amiability  of  dispo- 
sition, honesty  of  intention,  kindness  of  heart,  ever 
ready  in  the  hour  of  danger  and  need  to  administer 
to  the  wants  of  his  fellow-man,  and  of  sterling  integ- 
rity. He  served  the  citizens  of  Lehigh  County  as  a 
member  of  the  State  Legislature  for  three  years,  and  , 
also  was  elected  to  the  office  of  coroner  in  1824,  in  both 
of  which  positions  his  predominant  characteristics  as 
a  man  of  honesty,  good  sense,  and  unostentatious  sin- 
cerity of  thought  and  purpose,  were  clearly  exempli- 
fied. During  his  early  life  he  took  an  active  interest 
and  was  conspicuously  connected  with  the  militia  or- 
ganization of  our  county,  and  for  a  term  of  rears  held 


the  position  of  brigadier-general.  Mr.  Fogel  was  one 
of  the  old  standards  of  Democracy,  a  long-tried  and 
valuable  friend  of  the  party,  entertaining  for  it  warm 
attachment,  and  always  a  firm  and  unflinching  worker 
in  the  cause,  believing  that  the  principles  of  the  party 
were  best  calculated  to  preserve  and  bless  our  common 
country.  As  a  companion,  he  was  social,  entertaining, 
and  instructive."  He  was  one  of  the  founders  of  St. 
John's  Reformed  Church,  of  which  he  was  a  consist- 
ent member.  His  widow  survives  him  and  is  ninety 
years  of  age. 

Willoughby  Fogel  was  a  son  of  Gen.  Benjamin 
Fogel.  He  was  born  Feb.  20,  1815,  at  Fogelsville, 
where  he  always  resided.  He  was  married  to  Maria, 
daughter  of  Rev.  C.  G.  Herman.  They  had  five  chil- 
dren— Achilles  J.,  Robert  H.,  Dr.  Solon  C.  B.,  Jo- 
sephine, and  Dora.  Judge  Fogel  died  in  1872,  and 
his  wife  in  1883.  Dr.  Fogel  occupies  the  old  home- 
stead and  enjoys  a  large  practice.  In  1840,  Judge 
Fogel  was  commissioned  justice  of  the  peace  of  Upper 
Macungie,  and  served  in  this  capacity  continuously 
until  1856,  when  he  was  elected  associate  judge  of 
Lehigh  County.  We  take  the  following  extract  from 
an  obituary  notice  of  him,  published  in  the  Lehigh 
Segkter,  of  Allentown,  a  few  days  after  his  death: 
"So  great  was  his  popularity  that  he  had  the  honor 
of  a  re-election  in  1861,  and  performed  the  duties  of 
his  office  with  eminent  satisfaction  until  the  fall  of 
1866,  when  Hon.  James  Fry  was  elected  his  successor. 
Judge  Fogel  filled  various  other  positions  of  trust. 
He  was  secretary  of  the  Lehigh  County  Mutual  Fire 
Insurance  Company,  notary  public  for  three  years, 
and  president  of  the  Lehigh  Grain,  Coal,  and  Lumber 
Company.  He  was  one  of  the  originators  of  the  Ma- 
cungie Loan  and  Building  Association,  and  when  any 
good  project  claimed  the  attention  of  the  citizens  of 
the  village  that  bore  his  name,  he  was  ever  foremost 
in  lending  his  influence  and  means  to  prosper  it.  He 
was  a  surveyor  and  scrivener,  and  such  was  the  gen- 
eral confidence  reposed  in  him  that  he  was  intrusted 
with  settling  up  large  numbers  of  estates  and  private 
accounts.  He  was  u  lifelong  Democrat,  but  his  lib- 
erality in  politics  was  very  marked,  so  much  so  that 
he  enjoyed  the  esteem  of  men  of  both  parties.  The 
community  suffers  an  irreparable  loss  by  his  sudden 
death,  and  the  county  loses  one  of  its  most  prominent 
and  honored  citizens." 

Egidius  Grim  purchased  between  seven  and  eight 
hundred  acres  of  land  in  the  western  part  of  the 
township,  in  the  vicinity  of  Ziegel's  Church.  A 
patent  deed  from  the  proprietaries  of  Pennsylvania 
for  three  hundred  and  fifty  acres  is  dated  Feb.  14, 
1743.  This  tract  was  bequeathed  by  Grim,  in  1760, 
to  his  two  sons,  Jacob  and  Heinrich,— the  former  re- 
ceiving two-thirds  and  the  latter  one-third  of  the 
tract.  In  1793,  Heinrich  Grim  left  to  his  son,  Jacob 
(father  of  Sem  Grim),  who  lived  at  Allentown,  a  tract 
'  containing  two  hundred  and  sixty  acres  and  thirty- 
two  perches,  together  with  all  the  buildings,"  which 
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was  valued  at  that  time  at  eight  hundred  and  fifty 
pounds. 

Johann  Georg  Guth,  in  1743,  purchased  a  tract  of 
land  (two  or  three  square  miles)  along  Cedar  Creek, 
and  erected  upon  the  creek  three  water-powers  in 
such  a  way  that  they  did  not  interfere  with  one 
another.  They  have  so  remained  to  this  day.  He 
built  the  old  mansion  about  a  mile  above  Schantz's 
mill,  which  was  torn  down  in  1868,  where  he  resided. 
He  also  erected  a  mill  at  the  spring,  and  granted 
water-rights  until  1766,  when  he  sold  the  mill- 
property  and  sixty  acres  of  land  to  his  son,  Johann 
Georg  Guth,  Jr.,  but  reserved  certain  water-rights. 
In  1786  it  came  into  the  possession  of  Philip  Bortz, 
together  with  twelve  acres  of  land  and  water-power. 
Jacob  Schantz,  who  afterwards  became  the  owner  of 
the  property,  came  to  this  country  when  quite  a 
young  man  as  one  of  tbe  Redemptioners,  and  was 
sold  to  Peter  Kohler,  of  Egypt,  for  his  passage. 
Having  a  knowledge  of  milling,  he  was  placed  with 
Philip  Bortz.  After  he  had  served  his  time  he  con- 
tinued to  work  for  Bortz,  and  was  married  to  his 
daughter.  In  1788  he  came  into  possession  of  the 
mill,  two  tracts  of  laud,  and  the  log  dwelling  (two 
hundred  feet  in  length),  in  which  he  kept  hotel. 
Battalions  were  held  here  many  years.  Schantz  re- 
built the  mill,  and  also  erected  the  stone  dwelling- 
house,  which  is  still  standing.  He  had  three  sons, — 
Jacob,  Peter,  and  John, — and  five  daughters.  All 
settled  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  old  home,  and 
most  of  the  descendants  are  still  residing  in  the 
county.  In  1818  the  property  passed  into  the  hands 
of  Jacob  Schantz,  Jr.,  who  built  the  present  mill-race. 
Hiram  J.  Schantz,  his  son,  became  the  owner  of  the 
property  in  1844,  erected  the  present  mill  in  1856, 
and  has  since  carried  on  milling  with  success.  Jacob 
Schantz,  Jr.,  was  the  father  of  Rev.  F.  J.  F.  Schantz, 
a  well-known  and  distinguished  Lutheran  clergyman, 
who  is  pastor  of  a  Lutheran  Church  at  Myerstown, 
Pa. 

Jacob  Schwartz  received  a  warrant  dated  Feb.  23, 
1768,  for  a  tract  of  land  near  Trexlertown,  containing 
one  hundred  and  fifty  acres.  His  son,  Isaac,  pur- 
chased the  property  in  1792.  Jacob,  son  of  Isaac 
Schwartz,  came  into  possession  of  the  farm  upon  his 
father's  death.  When  Jacob  Schwartz  died  the  prop- 
erty passed  into  the  hands  of  his  son,  Henry,  who 
sold  it  to  George  S.  Albright,  the  present  owner. 

The  grist-mill  known  as  Albright's,  belpw  Trexler- 
town, on  Spring  Creek,  was  one  of  the  first  in  the 
township.  The  people  around  Fogelsville  took  their 
graift  to  this  mill  on  horseback  before  any  roads  were 
laid  out  above  Trexlertown.  The  grist-mill,  saw-mill, 
and  twenty-three  acres  of  land  were  sold  Feb.  23, 
1815,  by  Jacob  Albright,  to  Nicholas  Kramer  for 
eighteen  thousand  dollars.  Jacob  Schantz  purchased 
the  property  of  Kremer  the  same  year  for  twenty 
thousand  dollars.  Twelve  years  later,  in  1827,  Henry 
Mohr,  Sr.,  bought  it  for  four  thousand  one  hundred 


and  ten  dollars.    It  is  now  in  the  possession  of  George 
S.  Albright. 

George  Rupp,  the  ancestor  of  the  Rupps,  came 
from  Germany  at  an  early  date,  and  settled  on  land 
near  Ruppsville.  He  was  married  to  Ursula,  daugh- 
ter of  Johann  Heinrich  von  Pettersholtz.  The  old 
family  Bible,  now  in  the  possession  of  Louis  Rupp, 
one  of  the  descendants,  contains  the  name  of  Herman 
Rupp,  a  son  of  George,  who  was  born  in  Macungie, 
Nov.  7,  1756,  and  was  married  to  Barbara,  daughter 
of  Michael  Biery.  Herman  Rupp  had  one  son,  Jacob, 
who  was  born  July  13,  1787.  Jacob  was  married  to 
Polly  Fogel,  and  had  three  sons, — Herman,  Benjamin, 
and  Tilghmau, — and  three  daughters;  Sallie,  married 
to  John  Gibbons,  a  lawyer;  Mary,  married  to  David 
Schall ;  Eliza,  married  to  Victor  Blumer.  The  elder 
Rupp  owned  about  four  hundred  acres  of  land  in  the 
vicinity  of  Ruppsville.  The  old  home  of  Jacob  Rupp 
is  now  in  the  possession  of  Joseph  C.  Rupp,  who  was 
elected  to  the  office  of  recorder  of  deeds  for  Lehigh 
County,  at  the  November  election  in  1883. 

George  Ludwig  Breinig,  whose  descendants  are 
among  the  most  prosperous  and  esteemed  in  the  town- 
ship, came  from  Germany,  and  purchased  the  farm  at 
Breinigsville,  now  in  the  possession  of  Dr.  Belden. 
He  was  born  Jan.  31,  1733,  and  died  May  12,  1812, 
aged  seventy-nine  years  and  twelve  days.  His  wife's 
name  was  Christiana,  born  July  8,  1734,  died  Oct.  31, 
1816,  aged  eighty-two  years,  three  months,  and  twen- 
ty-three days.  Their  remains  are  buried  in  the  cem- 
etery of  the  Lehigh  Church.  They  had  three  sons, — 
George,  Peter,  Jacob, — and  daughters. 

Upon  the  death  of  his  father  George  received  the  . 
old  homestead,  and  engaged  in  farming.  He  was 
born  June  7,  1764,  and  died  April  20,  1823,  aged 
fifty-eight  years,  ten  months,  and  thirteen  days.  He 
was  married  to  Anna  Elizabeth  Egner,  who  died  in 
1848,  aged  eighty-one  years. 

George  Breinig  had  three  sons  and  one  daughter. 
George  (who  moved  to  Hanover  township),  Benjamin 
(who  settled  in  Whitehall),  Jesse  (who  died  at  Brein- 
igsville). Jesse  Breinig  had  two  daughters.  One 
died  young,  and  the  otter  became  the  wife  of  Dr. 
David  Mosser,  whose  two  surviving  children  reside 
in  Ohio.  Jacob,  son  of  George  Ludwig  Breinig,  came 
into  the  possession  of  two  tracts  containing  about  two 
hundred  aci'es,  now  the  property  of  Jacob  and  Charles 
Breinig.  He  was  born  May  27, 1767,  and  died  March 
16,  1823,  aged  fifty-five  years,  nine  months,  and  seven- 
teen days.  He  was  married  to  Barbara,  daughter  of 
John  Butz,  who  died  Dec.  30,  1857,  aged  eighty-two 
years,  eleven  months,  and  twenty  days.  There  were 
four  sons  and  three  daughters  born  to  them, — John, 
William,  Jonathan,  Jacob,  Elizabeth  (married  to 
Nathan  Grim),  Hettie  (married  to  Jacob  Shimer,  of 
Williams  township,  Northampton  Co.),  Polly  (be- 
came the  wife  of  Solomon  Fogel).  Jacob,  the  oldest 
son  of  Jacob  Breinig,  resides  near  Breinigsville,  and  is 
eighty  years  of  age.    His  son,  William,  lives  with  him. 
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Peter,  the  youngest  son  of  George  Ludwig  Breinig, 
became  the  owner  of  a  farm  containing  about  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  acres,  which  is  now  the  property  of 
J.  L.  Butz.  He  built  the  tavern  in  Breinigsville,  and 
carried  on  the  hotel  business  for  some  years.  He  was 
born  Feb.  22,  1771.  In  1792  he  was  married  to  Mag- 
dalena  Egner.  They  had  four  sons, — Peter,  Jacob, 
Isaac,  and  David,  and  daughters.  Jacob  and  Isaac 
moved  to  Allentown.  Their  descendants  reside  there 
still.  David  was  a  physician,  and  moved  to  New 
York,  where  he  died.  Peter  is  the  father  of  Thomas 
C.  and  Dr.  P.  B.  Breinig,  of  Bethlehem.  The  elder 
Peter  Breinig  died  Dec.  8,  1827,  aged  fifty-six  years, 
nine  months,  and  sixteen  days,  and  lies  buried  at  the 
Lehigh  Church. 

George  Schall,  the  ancestor  of  the  Schall  family, 
came  from  the  Palatinate,  in  Germany,  in  1748,  and 
settled  in  Earl  township,  Berks  Co.  He  was  born  in 
1735.  His  father's  name  was  Tobias.  In  1757  he  was 
married  to  Catharine  Newhar,  of  Wliitehall  town- 
ship. There  were  two  sons  born  to  them — Tobias  and 
George— and  daughters,  who  all  lived  and  died  in 
Berks  County. 

Tobias  Schall  was  born  Dec.  15,  1771,  and  died 
April  10,  1849.  He  was  married  to  Elizabeth  Eyster, 
Feb.  13,  1796.  They  had  two  sons  and  four  daugh- 
ters,— David,   Daniel,  Catharine  (married  to  Henry 

Landis),  Maria  (married  to  Kerst),  Elizabeth 

(married  to  Isaac  Yoder;  died  in  1834),  and  Lydia 
(married  to  Nicholas  Hunter  ;  upon  Hunter's  death, 
became  the  second  wife  of  Isaac  Yoder).  Daniel  died 
in  1810,  when  he  was  about  three  years  old. 

David,  son  of  Tobias  Schall,  was  born  April  20, 
1799.  He  came  to  Macungie  from  Oley,  in  1822,  and 
settled  at  Trexlertown.  Here  he  kept  store  in  an  old 
log  building  which  stood  on  the  site  where  Dr.  H. 
Herbst's  residence  now  stands.  He  also  kept  hotel, 
and  continued  in  business  for  about  twenty  years,  in 
which  he  was  very  successful.  He  purchased  two 
tracts  of  land  of  Jeremiah  Trexler  and  Michael  Sny- 
der, containing  in  all  about  two  hundred  acres.  He 
was  married  to  Mary  Ann,  daughter  of  Jacob  Rupp. 
They  had  four  sons  and  four  daughters,— William 
(who  died  in  childhood),  John  E.  (who  resides  at 
Allentown),  James  (who  lives  at  Bethlehem),  and 
George  (a  lawyer,  who  died  in  1875).  Their  daugh- 
ters are  Caroline  (married  to  Hiram  J.  Schantz),  Eliza 
(married  to  Moses  Albright,  who  resides  at  Leaven- 
worth, Kan.),  Mary  A.  (married  to  Dr.  F.  K.  Spang, 
of  Dover,  Del.),  Ellenora  Barbara  (wife  of  Dr.  W. 
Herbst). 

David  Schall  died  Nov.  15,  1882,  aged  eighty-three 
years,  six  months,  and  twenty-five  days.  His  widow 
survives  him.  He  was  very  popular  among  all  classes 
and  was  noted  for  his  kindness  of  heart  and  sterling 
integrity.  He  held  the  oflJce  of  justice  of  peace  for 
twenty  years,  besides  many  other  positions  of  trust. 
His  remains  repose  in  the  cemetery  of  the  Trexler- 
town Church,  of  which  he  was  a  consistent  member. 


Wilhelm  Heintz  (Haines)  came  from  Germany  in 
1751,  when  he  was  about  eighteen  years  of  age,  and 
settled  near  Trexlertown,  where  he  soon  purchased 
about  two  hundred  acres  of  land,  some  of  which  was 
lately  in  the  possession  of  Benjamin  Haines,  now  the 
property  of  Jonas  Lichtenwallner.  He  was  married 
to  Barbara  Wink.  There  were  six  sons  and  two 
daughters  born  to  them, — William,  Jacob,  George, 
John,  Peter,  Adam,  Sarah  (married  to  John  Koch), 
and  Maria  (married  one  Bechtel,  and,  upon  his  death, 
became  the  wife  of  Erdel). 

The  land  now  in  the  possession  of  Benneville  and 
Gideon  Yoder  was  also  the  property  of  Wilhelm 
Haines.  The  old  Trexlertown  Hotel,  of  which  Wil- 
liam H.  Yoder  is  proprietor,  Haines  also  owned.  It 
was  built  by  Jeremiah  Trexler,  and  enlarged  by  Ben- 
jamin Haines.  The  elder  Haines  (Wilhelm)  also 
purchased  two  farms,  one  containing  one  hundred  and 
thirty  acres  and  the  other  about  one  hundred  acres, 
which  passed  into  the  hands  of  his  children,  now  the 
property  of  Jacob  Steininger  and  Eli  Lichtenwallner. 
Wilhelm  Haines  was  one  of  the  building  committee 
of  the  Trexlertown  Church,  the  corner-stone  of  which 
was  laid  in  1784.     Here  his  remains  lie  buried. 

William,  the  oldest  son  of  Wilhelm  Haines,  was 
married  to  a  daughter  of  Dewalt  Bieber.  They  had 
four  sons — Benjamin,  Jacob,  John,  Solomon  —  and 
two  daughters — Elizabeth  and  Julia.  The  parents 
lived  and  died  at  Trexlertown.  Benjamin  kept  the  old 
hotel ;  John  also  lived  at  Trexlertown,  where  he  died ; 
Jacob  moved  to  Flourtown,  Montgomery  Co.;  and 
Solomon  moved  to  Jonestown,  Lebanon  Co.,  where 
he  practiced  medicine.  Elizabeth  was  married  to 
Lucas  Trexler. 

Jacob,  the  second  son  of  Wilhelm  Haines,  was 
married  to  Maria  Schmidt.  Their  children  were 
William,  Jacob,  John,  Benjamin,  Christiana  (who 
became  the  wife  of  Frederick  Kline),  Anna  (married 
to  Philip  Hafi'ner),  Rebecca  (married  to  Oliver  Sny- 
der), Sallie  (married  to  Solomon  Kuder),  and  Polly 
(who  remained  single).  Jacob  became  the  owner  of 
the  farm  lately  in  the  possession  of  his  son,  Benja- 
min, near  Trexlertown.  John  and  Jacob  lived  and 
died  at  Trexlertown.  William  at  one  time  kept  hotel. 
Benjamin,  the  only  surviving  son,  lives  retired  at  the 
homestead.  George,  the  son  of  Wilhelm  Haines,  re- 
ceived the  property  known  as  Haines'  farm,  at  Haines' 
Tavern.  He  was  married  to  a  daughter  of  one 
Schwartz.  They  had  two  sons— John  and  Isaac— 
and  daughters.  John  died  young,  and  Isaac  became 
the  owner  of  his  father's  farm.  He  carried  on  farm- 
ing for  many  years,  and  later  kept  hotel.  His  regains 
lie  buried  in  the  Trexlertown  Cemetery.  His  widow 
survives  him.  John,  son  of  Wilhelm  Haines,  received 
from  his  father  the  property  in  Allentown  on  which 
A.  M.  Springer  &  Co.'s  store  now  stands.  He  himself 
kept  store  here,  and  was  quite  successful.  He  was 
married  to  Elizabeth  Keiper.  They  had  two  sons- 
Joseph  and  Reuben- and   one  daughter,— Rebecca. 
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Eeuben  moved  to  Philadelphia,  where  he  died. 
Joseph  came  into  possession  of  his  father's  estate  at 
Allentown,  which,  upon  his  death,  passed  into  the 
hands  of  his  daughters,  Annie  and  Hannah. 

Adam  was  the  youngest  son  of  Wilhelm  Haines. 
He  owned  the  property  now  in  the  possession  of  John 
Huff,  near  Trexlertown.  He  was  married  to  Magda- 
lena  Laros.  Their  children  were  Reuben,  John, 
Lucas,  Henry,  Augustus,  William,  and  Sarah,  married 
to  Nathan  Peter,  of  Heidelberg.  Adam  Haines 
moved  to  Oherryville,  Northampton  Co.,  where  he 
died.  His  son,  Reuben,  was  married  to  Sarah,  daugh- 
ter of  Rev.  Faber.  He  practiced  medicine  at  Kutz- 
town,  served  in  the  Mexican  war,  and  soon  died 
upon  his  return  home. 

Peter  Haines,  son  of  Wilhelm  Haines,  was  born 
Aug.  29, 1765.  He  purchased  a  tract  of  six  acres  and 
thirty  perches  of  land  near  Trexlertown,  in  1798, 
from  his  father  for  four  dollars,  where  he  first  lived. 
He  was  married  to  Maria  Barbara,  daughter  of  Gott- 
lieb Becker,  March  25,  1799.  He  died  Oct.  5,  1829, 
aged  sixty-four  years,  one  month,  and  six  days.  His 
wife  died  Sept.  6,  1859,  aged  eighty-two  years  and 
nine  months.  Their  children  were  Jacob,  Joseph, 
James,  Elizabeth,  Charles,  William,  Jonathan,  and 
Thomas,  who  died  in  infancy.  Jacob,  the  oldest  of 
the  Haines  family  now  living,  was  born  Jan.  15, 1800. 
He  is  married  to  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Jacob  Sieg- 
fried. They  had  three  children, — Joseph,  Charles,  and 
Sallie.  His  son,  Joseph,  resides  with  his  aged  parents 
on  the  homestead,  situated  midway  between  Fogels- 
ville  and  Breinigsville.  Charles  and  Sallie  have  died. 
Of  the  other  sons  of  Peter  Haines,  Joseph  moved  to 
Ohio,  and  died  there  in  1880.  Jonathan  lived  near 
the  Lehigh  Gap,  where  he  died  and  was  buried. 
James  resides  at  Macungie.  Charles  and  William 
live  at  Allentown.  Charles  was  sheriff  of  Lehigh 
County  from  1859  to  1862,  and  is  the  father  of  Allen 
W.  and  C.  Frank  Haines,  editor  of  the  Allentown 
Democrat. 

Daniel  Schmoyer  purchased  a  tract  of  land  contain- 
ing two  hundred  and  nine  acres  and  three  perches, 
which  is  now  in  the  possession  of  his  grandchildren. 
The  deed  is  dated  May  1,  1798,  and  given  by  Caspar 
Wistar  Haines  and  Catharine  Haines,  of  German- 
town.  This  was  a  part  of  a  tract  containing  nine 
hundred  and  fifty  acres  which  Caspar  Wistar,  of  Ger- 
mantown,  had  patented  Sept.  1,  1729,  and  left  to  his 
daughter,  Margaret  Haines,  and  in  1793  left  by  her 
last  will  and  testament  to  her  four  children, — Caspar 
Wistar  Haines,  Catharine  Haines,  Josiah  Haines,  and 
Reuben  Haines.  This  farm  is  situated  about  a  mile 
northeast  of  Breinigsville,  and  is  among  the  best  in 
the  township.  It  is  not  known  whether  the  Haines 
of  Germantown  were  related  to  those  in  Upper  Ma- 
cungie, or  not. 

Hon.  Herman  fiupp  was  the  son  of  Jacob  Rupp, 
whose  grandfather  came  from  Germany.  He  was  born 
in  Upper  Macungie,  near  Ruppsville,  where  George 
21 


Rupp,  the  ancestor  of  the  Rupps,  had  settled.  Her- 
j  man  Rupp  was  popular  among  all  classes,  and  was 
called  to  fill  various  positions  of  trust.  He  served  as 
brigadier-genei'al  of  the  militia  of  Pennsylvania  from 
1849  to  1859.  The  Allentown  Democrat,  in  an  obit- 
uary notice  of  him,  published  a  few  days  after  Mr. 
Rupp's  death,  contained  the  following:  "He  was  a 
man  of  many  friends  and  widely  known.  He  was 
universally  esteemed  for  his  kind  and  generous  dispo- 
sition and  fine  social  qualities.  He  was  a  man  who 
formed  strong  ties  of  friendship,  and  was  very  popular 
among  all  classes  of  people.  .  .  .  He  was  a  farmer  by 
occupation,  and  owned  one  of  the  finest  plantations 
in  his  township.  He  was  a  public-spirited  citizen, 
and  ever  took  a  deep  interest  in  politics.  An  ardent 
Democrat  by  profession,  he  always  followed  the  for- 
tunes of  his  party,  and  on  several  occasions  shared  its 
honors.  He  was  elected  to  the  Lower  House  of  the 
Legislature  for  the  sessions  of  1855-56-57,  and  per- 
formed his  duties  with  and  to  the  entire  satisfaction 
of  his  constituents.  Besides  the  above  he  frequently 
held  other  positions  of  honor  and  responsibility,  at 
the  time  of  his  death  being  one  of  the  justices  of  his 
township.  He  was  often  called  upon  to  take  charge 
of  important  trusts,  and  frequently  appointed  by  the 
court  to  serve  as  road-viewer  and  in  similar  capacities, 
in  which  his  sound  judgment  was  called  into  requisi- 
tion. He  maintained  a  high  social  position,  and  from 
his  habits  of  industry  and  general  demeanor  so  built 
himself  up  in  the  esteem  of  the  people  as  to  create  a 
high  respect  for  his  character  as  an  intelligent  and 
honest  man  and  valuable  citizen."  He  died  Aug.  8, 
1877,  and  brought  his  age  to  about  sixty  years.  His 
son,  Joseph  C.  Rupp,  is  the  present  recorder  of  deeds 
for  Lehigh  County. 

Rev.  Dr.  William  A.  HelflTrich,^  one  of  the  most 
widely-known  ministers  of  the  Reformed  Church, 
was  born  Aug.  20, 1827,  in  Weissenberg  township,  Le- 
high Co.,  Pa.  His  parents  were  Rev.  John  Helffrich 
and  Salome,  daughter  of  Jacob  Schantz,  of  Cedar 
Creek.  From  his  fourth  to  the  eighth  year  he  was 
sent  to  the  parochial  school  at  the  Ziegel's  Church, 
which  was  taught  at  that  time  by  a  German  teacher 
named  Allenborn,  who  was  a  thoroughly-educated 
man.  When  he  was  eight  years  of  age,  his  father  en- 
gaged private  teachers  for  his  two  sons,  and  from  this 
date  instruction  was  given  according  to  strict  Euro- 
pean methods.  At  this  time  Dr.  Woesselheft  and  Dr. 
Hering,  two  German  physicians  of  great  learning, 
came  to  America,  and  endeavored  to  establish  homoe- 
opathy in  Lehigh  and  Northampton  Counties.  Helff- 
rich secured  some  of  Dr.  Woesselheft's  classmates  as 
private  tutors  in  his  family.  Reichenhelm  was  one  of 
these.  Reichenhelm  accepted  the  position  of  private 
tutor  in  Helffrich's  family,  and  became  the  preceptor 

1  The  readers  of  this  work  are  indebted  to  Dr.  Helffrich  for  the  very 
full  sketches  of  the  following  churches:  Ziegel,  Weiegenherg,  Lowhill 
Morgenland,  New  Tripoli,  Lynnville,  Jacksonville,  Heidelberg,  Lehigh, 
and  Allemangel. 
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of  his  sons.  His  successors  were  Flotto,  Griebler, 
Dr.  Lehmus,  and  Oberfeld,  all  men  of  a  classical 
education.  Helflfrich  established  an  academy  at  his 
home  in  Weissenberg.  Flotto  became  the  first  prin- 
cipal, and  the  course  of  instruction  was  similar  to 
that  of  the  German  colleges.  Among  the  students 
were  Helflfrich's  sons,  a  son  of  Dr.  Hering,  Dr.  Det- 
weiler's  son,  Eev.  Yeager's  son,  Schmidt,  and  others. 
It  was  a  rare  opportunity  in  those  days  that  was  here 
afibrded  to  receive  a  thorough  training  in  the  Latin 
and  Greek  languages  and  the  sciences  as  they  were 
taught  in  the  German  universities.  Dr.  HelfFrich 
began  the  study  of  Latin  grammar  when  he  was  eight 
years  old.  At  the  age  of  nine  he  commenced  the 
study  of  Greek.  For  a  period  of  ten  years  he  was 
compelled  to  study  the  languages  and  the  sciences, 
and  his  teachers  governed  and  taught  according  to 
monarchical  instead  of  republican  rules,  as  Dr. 
HelfFrich  expresses  himself. 

In  1845,  when  he  was  not  yet  eighteen  years  of  age, 
he,  with  five  other  candidates  of  theology,  was  exam- 
ined by  a  committee  of  the  East  Pennsylvania  Classis, 
and  ordained  as  assistant  to  his  father.     In  the  fall  of 
the  same  year  he  moved  to  Reading,  where  he  spent 
about  two  years.     During  this  time  he  supplied  the 
Ephrata,  Tamaqua,  and  Mahanoy  Valley  congrega- 
tions, and  often  preached  in  the  charge  of  his  father. 
While  residing  at  Reading  he  suflfered  from  typhoid 
fever,  which  shattered  his  health  so  much  that  he  was 
obliged  to  resign  his  charges.     He  then  made  a  trip 
to  the  West,  and  returned  after  some  months  much 
improved  in  health.     From  1848  to  1852,  Dr.  Helf- 
frich  assisted  his  aged  father,  who  died  in  1852.   Upon 
the  death  of  his  father  he  was  unanimously  elected 
pastor  of  his  father's  charge,  which  consisted  of  the 
following  congregations:    Ziegel,  Longswamp,  Hei- 
delberg, Lynn,  Lowhill,  and  Weissenberg.     It  is  the 
same  charge  of  which  his  grandfather,  Johann  Hein- 
rich  Helfirich,  was  pastor  from  the  year  1772.     Helf- 
frich  began  his  work  in  earnestness,  waged  a  steady 
warfare  against  all  abuses  of  former  days  and  against 
a   mere  nominal   Christianity.     Undisturbed   peace 
seldom  reigned  in  the  whole  charge,  and  often  the 
waves  of  the  warfare  rolled  high,  yet  the  congrega- 
tions stood  by  him  through  all  these  struggles.     On 
the  1st  of  August,  1852,  he  was  married  to  Amanda 
H.  Fogel,  daughter  of  Solomon  Fogel,  Esq.,  of  Fogels- 
ville,  and  in  the  spring  of  1858  moved  to  Fogelsville 
where  he  purchased  a  property  and  established  for 
himself   a  pleasant  home.     Endowed  with  unusual 
talents,  he  pursued  his  studies  amidst  the  arduous 
labors  of  a  large  charge,  and  in  1870  the  honorary 
degree  of  Doctor  of  Divinity  was  conferred  upon  him 
by  Heidelberg  College,  at  Tifiin,  Ohio.     Rev.  L.  K. 
Derr,  of  Reading,  and  Rev.  E.  J.  Fogel  studied  the- 
ology with  him.     After  Rev.   Fogel  was  examined 
and  licensed  by  the  East  Pennsylvania  Classis  he  be- 
came Helffrich's  assistant.     The  following  congrega- 
tions were  added  to  his  charge,  viz.,  Lynnville,  Mertz- 


town,  Lehigh,  and  Frieden's,  the  last  of  which  in- 
cluded Slatington.     Upon  the  resignation  of  Rev.  Dr. 
Dubbs,  in  1866,  Rev.  Fogel  received  a  call  from  the 
Jordan  charge,  and  Dr.  Helfl'rich  again  confined  him- 
self to  his  original  charge,  retaining,  however,  Lehigh 
Church  of  those  that  had  been  added.     Dr.  HelfFrich 
is  a  gifted    pulpit  orator,  and,  possessed  of  a  strong 
will,  he  leads  his  congregations  with  him  in  thought, 
and  seldom  fails  in  bis  plans.      Although  in  poor 
health  for  many  years,  he  accomplished  an  immense 
amount  of  work.     He  not  only  preached  twice  each 
Sunday,  but  often  during  the  winter  months  held  two 
evening  services  in  the  week,  officiated  at  many  funer- 
als, and  spent  much  time  in  visiting  the  sick.   He  has 
always  been  a  close  student,  and  devoted  much  time 
to  the  study  of  works  on  current  literature  and  theol- 
ogy.    He  is  the  author  of  several  works, — a  small 
book  containing  skeletons  for  funeral  sermons,  and  a 
large  work  entitled  "  Das  Reich  Gottes  auf  Erden," 
consisting  of  sermons  on  the  Epistles, — and  has  several 
volumes  of  manuscript  ready  for  the  press.     His  lit- 
erary productions  were  well  received.      Among  the 
many  notices  of  his  latest  work,  we  take  the  follow- 
ing from  The  Ovardian,  a  monthly  published  at  Phila- 
delphia:   "This  splendid  volume  contains  the  best 
fruits  of  Dr.  Helffrich's  ministry.     For  many  years 
the  author  has  been  recognized  as  one  of  our  best 
German  preachers,  and  the  publication  of  a  selection 
of  his  sermons  was   therefore   eminently  desirable. 
We  have  only  room  to  say  that  his  discourses  appear 
to  us  to  be  thoroughly  logical,  as  well  as  evangelical, 
and  that  in  rhetorical  style  and  finish  they  are  equal 
to  the  best  issues  of  the  European  press.     The  typo- 
graphical execution  is  excellent,  and  the  volume  is 
equally  creditable  to  author  and  publisher." 

During  his  ministry  he  baptized  4053  children,  con- 
firmed 2309,  married  about  1000  couples,  and  officiated 
at  1542  funerals.  His  charge  contributed  §18,546  for 
benevolent  purposes,  and  furnished  twenty-one  young 
men  who  are  now  in  the  active  ministry.  He  resides 
at  Fogelsville,  and  devotes  most  of  his  time  to  literary 
work.  His  son.  Rev.  Nevin  W.  A.  Helffrich,  attends 
to  the  pastoral  duties  of  his  charge,  under  the  super- 
vision of  his  father. 

Land  Warrants.— Following  is  a  list  of  the  land 
warrants  in  this  township: 

Caspar  Blyler,  April  29,1746 isn 

Conrad  Bean,  Aug.  l(!,17.')(j 45 

John  Baav,  Jan.  ;i,  1771 ~o 

Jacob  Eagner,  May  8,  1760 '.'.'....". is-j 

Andrew  Eisenhiirt,  Dec.  0,  1767 .' 237 

Andrew  Eisouliart,  Jan.  17,  1769..  .  112 

George  Free,  March  4,1745 ica 

Niohohis  Free,  Aug.  ;!0,  1746 .'. 

Christian  Gorr,  March  1, 1744 ]. 

ChrieUan  Gorr.  Jan.  17,  1748......." 

.riRob  I-Ioeiiberger,  Sept.  12, 1744....'."'.'.' 

Groigo  HolTman,  Jan.  6,  1763 <yr 

Adam  Ileborly,  Jan.  9,  1788 nii 

Leonard  rieychlor,  March  7,  1766  07 

John  Jarrott,  Oct.  1:6,1752 Tc, 

Kdward  Jarrett,  April  12,  1771 on 

.Jacob  K(.ller,  Jr.,  Feb.  20,  1745 m 

Jacob  KoUer,  Jr.,  Fob.  20,  1745 Ik 

Philip  Keller,  Feb.  28,  1754 4^ 

George  Kebler,  June  4,  1754 154 

George  Kurr,  May  2,  1770 44 


169 
86 

103 
70 

136 
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Acres. 

Lawrence  Kern.     ^ 

Jacob  Struby. 

George  Moltz,  Feb.  15, 

1734 

78 

Michael  Kuntz. 

Peter  Smith, 

Georgo  Mtiynf,  July  18 

1750 

25 

Abraham  Klotz. 

Balzer  Smith. 

John  George  Miller,  Feb.  28. 1759 

30 

Henry  Nobloch,  Aug.  5 

1765 

46 

Ludwig  Larrosh. 

Adam  Smith, 

John  Adam  Overcast,  April  11, 1753 

151 

Nicholas  Larrosh. 

Melchior  Smith. 

Jolin  Reis,  April  25, 1750 

34 

John  Lichtenwallner. 

Jeremiah  Smith. 

George  Rupp,  March  25 

,1786 

145 

Caspar  Reis,  March  13, 

1752 

121 

George  Litzelberger. 

Daniel  Smyer. 

Anthony  Rissell,  Jnne 

7,1753 

125 

David  Litzweiler. 

Pliilip  Sm.^yer. 

Valentine  Shick,  Sept.  4. 174.'S 

77 
30 

Rudolph  Lfirroah. 

Michael  Smeyer. 

Jacob  Shoemaker,  Nov 

18,  1746.. 

Jacob  Strong,  Aug.  10, 

1752 

78 

Nicholas  Litteroch. 

Jacob  Smeyer. 

Frederick  Sikes,  April 

11,1753... 

33 

Matthias  liudwlg. 

Peter  Smeyer. 

Frederick  Seitz,  June  15.  1757 

20 

John  Muth. 
Leonard  Meyer. 
Leonard  Miller. 

Dewalt  Shutt. 

Philip  Shearer,  Sept.  28 

,1765 

34 
48 
96 

Martin  Speiglo,  Nov.  11 
Peter  Trexler,  Aug.  15 

1767 

Adam  Smith. 

1749 

Leonard  Slaiigh. 

Godfreidt  Tippendewer 

Aug.  22,  1754 

200 

Peter  Miller. 

George  Sieder. 

Jacob  Wagoner,  Nov.  23, 1752 

Matthias  Weaver,  Dec.  10, 1792... 

39 

7 

Valentine  Miller. 

Joseph  Slangh. 

Jacob  Witchner,  Nov.  16, 1767. ... 

19 

Jacob  Mertz. 

JosL  Swalb. 

Assessment  made  by  the  commissioners  of  North- 

John Merckle. 
Stofle  Merckle. 

Henry  Stettler. 
George  Steininger. 

ampton  County  at  Easton,  Dec.  27,  1781,  of  the  town- 

Herman Moor. 

Jacob  Shankwald. 

ship  of  Macungie: 

Jacob  Meyer. 
John  Moor. 

Valentine  Shaffer. 
Michael  Shaffer. 

John  Albrecht. 

Nicholas  Gebhard. 

Jacob  Moor. 

George  Shaffer. 

Jacob  Acker. 

Peter  Hammel. 

Henry  Moor. 

Jacob  Swartz. 

Jacob  BoBkirk. 

William  Haintz. 

Nicholas  Meyer. 

Philip  Swartz. 

Conrad  Bry. 

Jacob  Herman. 

Jacob  Meyer. 

Jacob  Stephen. 

Adam  Bare. 

Peter  Haas. 

Christian  Miller. 

Philip  Steinmetz. 

Henry  Bower. 

George  Fetzer. 

Andrew  Miller. 

Adam  Stephen. 

Jacob  P.  Bare. 

John  Haaa. 

Nicholas  Miller. 

Peter  Sloaser. 

John  Bare. 

Adam  Heberly. 

Peter  Mattern. 

William  Smith. 

Widow  Bare. 

Henry  Haas. 

Henry  Mattern. 

Michael  Sterner. 

Henry  Brobst. 

Simon  Hein. 

Ludwig  Meekelly. 

Peter  Trexler. 

Jacob  Bare. 

John  Heinly. 

John  Morser. 

Peter  Trexler,  Jr. 

George  Braus. 

John  Heinly,  Jr. 

Burghard  Meinert. 

John  Trexler.  1 

Adam  Braus. 

Peter  Haff. 

Frederick  Mabus. 

John  Trexler,  Jr. 

George  Breinig. 

John  Held. 

George  Morgan. 

Jeremiah  Trexler. 

Adam  Bortz. 

Henry  Heisland. 

Lawrence  Miller. 

Peter  Trexler. 

Peter  Butz. 

George  Heninger. 

Conrad  Meitzler. 

Daniel  Torney. 

John  Butz. 

George  Hepler. 

Henry  Romig. 

John  Torney. 

Michael  Berry. 

Leonard  Heuchel. 

Jacob  Romig. 

Jolin  Wetzel. 

Sini  Berry. 

Michael  Hisgy. 

John  Romig. 

Irann  Warmhessel. 

Peter  Crack. 

Nicholas  Hun. 

Frederick  Romig,  Jr. 

Matthias  Westgo. 

Conrad  Crack. 

Herman  Hartman. 

George  Rnp. 

Jacob  Wagner. 

John  Die.=a. 

Michael  Tiesly. 

Christian  Ruth. 

George  Wolbert. 

Bastain  DruckemiUer. 

Edward  Jarret. 

Frederick  Romig. 

Philip  Walter. 

Gottfrey  Dieffendorfer. 

Isaac  Jarret. 

Philip  Rutt. 

Christian  Weaver. 

John  Dieffendorfer. 

Daniel  Hughes. 

Matthias  Riffle. 

Matthias  Weaver. 

Jacob  Danner. 

Cornelius  Hughes. 

George  Reiss. 

Jacob  Weaver. 

Widow  DanckleB. 

Daniel  Knowse. 

Daniel  Reiah. 

John  Wertz. 

Adam  Dish. 

Daniel  Knowae,  Jr 

George  Rishel. 

Philip  Ziegler. 

John  Dubler. 

Henry  Koch. 

Frederick  Rup. 

George  Zimmerman, 

Martin  Dormeyer. 

George  Korr. 

Leonard  Rishel. 

Reuben  Haintz. 

Martin  Dul. 

Lawrence  Keenly. 

Adam  G.  Seip. 

Andrew  Fitzger, 

George  Dutt. 

Jacob  Kechel. 

John  Smith. 

Jacob  Biessel. 

Dewalt  Dues. 

Peter  Keiser. 

Andrew  Eiaenhard. 

Valentine  Keiser. 

SingU  M-eemen. 

Adam  Epler. 

Henry  Krim. 

John  Finch. 

Melchior  Riffle. 

Henry  Eigner. 

Jacob  Krim,  Jr. 

John  Hunberger. 

Nicholas  Swabenhouser. 

Christian  Fisher. 

John  Kline. 

Enos  Evan, 

John  Koller. 

Thomas  Flexer. 

Nicholas  Kline. 

Michael  Muhley. 

Philip  Jacob  Bare. 

Thomas  Fermer. 

Michael  Kame. 

Matthias  Gaumer. 

Jacob  Herman. 

Peter  Fuchs. 

Jacob  Kieser. 

Henry  Muyler. 

Peter  Moore. 

John  Fogle. 

Henry  Knappenberger, 

John  Kiesser. 

Nicholas  Meyer. 

Peter  Fink. 

Peter  Kieser,  Jr. 

Borriet  Honig. 

Deeter  Danner. 

George  Fetterman. 

Conrad  Knappenberger. 

Michael  Hobach. 

John  Forret. 

John  Gunewold. 

Andrew  KoUer. 

Georgo  Hitteler. 

Peter  Geiss. 

George  Graher. 

Duwald  Kuntz,  Jr. 

^^^ 

Herman  Rupp, 

Henry  Finch. 

Deeter  Gaumer. 

Duwald  Kuntz.    - 

"^ 

Henry  Gaumer. 

Leonard  Koon. 

Reuben  Haintz  was  assessed  at  £40 ;  Henry  Stettler 

Frederick  Gaumer. 

Peter  Keinert. 

and  Peter  Troxler  each  £10 

:  Deeter  Gowman,  Michael 

Casper  Gann. 
Caeimer  Grenemeyer. 

Michael  Keinert. 
Nicholas  Klotz. 

Shaffer,   John   Lichtenwalder,   each   £9;    Frederick 

Daniel  Groninger. 

Isaac  Klotz. 

Romig,  £8;  John 

Albrecht,  Adam  Epler,  Matthias 

Henry  Geiss. 

Barthol  Kuntz 

- 

Riffle,   Nicholas    Mayer, 

John    Wetzel,    and    John 

Henry  Gnoblock. 
John  Gaumer. 

George  Keepler. 
Jacob  Koon. 

Trexler,    Jr.,    each 

£7; 

Jacob     Swartz,    Matthias 

Peter  Gariea. 

Jacob  Kuntz.   

._ . 

Westgo,  Daniel  Torney,  William  Haintz,  John  Fogle, 
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Isaac  Jarret,  Peter  Kiesser,  Henry  Moor,  Herman 
Moor,  Leonard  Moor,  and  Adam  Smith,  each  £6 ;  all 
others  are  assessed  for  lesser  amounts. 

Assessment  made  by  the  commissioners  of  North- 
ampton for  the  township  of  Macungie  for  the  year 
A.D.  1812: 


Widow  Albrecht 

Jacob  Allirecht. 

Christopher  Andrew. 

Jacob  Andrew. 

Heni-.v  Brobst. 

George  Braus. 

Jonathan  Batz. 

John  Butz. 
Peter  Butz. 
John  Butz,  Sr. 
Nicholas  Becher. 
Job  Barger. 
Chrietian  Barger. 
Christian  Bartz. 
Jacob  Bartz. 
Henry  Bartz. 
Jacob  Bartz. 
Henry  Bartz,  Sr. 
John  Bartz. 
Peter  Brecht. 
Michael  Bastian,  Jr. 
Michael  Bastian,  Sr. 
David  Brown. 
George  Breinard. 
Jacob  Breinig. 
Peter  Breinig. 
Michael  Brush. 
George  Breinig. 
Melchior  Bare. 
George  Boch. 
Peter  Bader. 
Daniel  Bastian. 
Henry  Breish. 
Daniel  Bamer. 
Henry  Boger. 
John  Bieber. 
Henry  Bartz,  Jr. 
Michael  Billeg, 
Henry  Christman. 
George  Christman. 
Jacob  Christman. 
Thomas  Crag. 
John  ClausB. 
Frederick  Cradikartz. 
Christian  Danekle. 
Jacob  Danekle. 
George  Danekle. 
Peter  Dormoyer. 
Henry  Deiffendorfer. 
Jacob  Deiffendorfer, 
Philip  Deiffendorfer. 
Jonathan  Deiffendorfer. 
John  Dressier. 
Jonathan  Dihle. 
John  Donner. 
Jacob  Donner. 
Jacob  Debler. 
David  Deshler. 
Jacob  Donner. 
Kev.  Jacob  Dechand. 
Jacob  Dihil. 
Rev.  I.  Casper  Dill. 
Widow  Desh, 
John  Eissenhard. 
Daniel  Eissenhard. 
Andrew  Eissenhard. 
Henry  Egmer. 
Christian  Edinger. 
Andrew  Edinger. 


George  Eisenhard. 
Philip  Erlewine. 
John  Fogle. 
Herman  Feringer. 
Daniel  Daniel. 
Peter  Fegele. 
David  Fegele. 
Joseph  Feetz. 
Abraham  Fink. 
Christian  Fink. 
John  Frauenfeld. 
John  Fogle,  Sr. 
Solomon  Fogle. 
Jacob  Flexer. 
John  Gernet. 
Daniel  Gebhard. 
Jacob  Grimm. 
Frederick  Gaumer. 
Henry  Grimm. 
Matthias  Gaumer. 
Henry  Gaumer. 
Adam  Gaumer. 
Deater  Gaumer, 
George  Garr. 
Laurence  Garr. 
Abraham  Gebhard, 
Peter  Grammer. 
Henry  Grammer. 
Charles  Gachenbach,  Sr. 
Nicholas  Geiss. 
Charles  Gachenbach,  Jr. 
Peter  Geiss. 
Peter  Haas. 
John  Haas. 
William  Hines. 
Peter  Hains. 
Jacob  Hains. 
Adam  Hains, 
George  Hains. 
Henry  Hittle. 
Jonathan  Haman. 
John  Huber,  Sr. 
John  Huber,  Jr. 
John  Holder. 
Jacob  Beverly. 
Michael  Hiskey,  Jr. 
Michael  Hiskey,  Sr. 
Philip  Haaa. 
Gabriel  Harge. 
Henry  Hartzell, 
John  Heinley. 
Daniel  Haaf. 
John  Haaf. 
George  Haas. 
Henry  Haas,  Jr. 
Henry  Haas,  Sr, 
Peter  Haas,  Jr. 
Isaac  Haas. 
Jacob  Haas. 
Joseph  Hamman. 
John  Held. 
Rev.  Henry  Hyman. 
John  Hiakey. 
Daniel  Juhs. 
John  Jerret. 
Henry  Jacoby. 
George  Jacoby. 
George  Jaxheimer. 
Samuel  J  eager. 


John  Jacoby. 

Isaac  Jerret. 

Henry  Jerret. 

Michael  Jacoby. 

Henry  Knappenberger,  Sr. 

Andrew  Roller. 

Henry  Klein. 

John  Keiper,  Jr. 

Andrew  Klotz. 

Valentine  Keneley. 

Michael  Keinaid. 

Valentine  Keiper, 

Widow  Kehler. 

Henry  Kern. 

Widow  Knedler. 

Henry  Koch. 

John  Keisser. 

Henry  Koch,  Sr. 

John  Koch. 

George  Knauas. 

Philip  Knauss. 

Daniel  Korn.  , 

Philip  Kuns. ""^ 

Jacob  Kuns. 

Philip  Kuns.. 

Henry  Keck. 

George  Kuns.  .^ 

John  Kutter. 
Nicholas  Keisser. 
John  Kaul. 
Daniel  Karr. 
Jacob  Klein. 
Peter  Peter. 
George  Kemmerer. 
Michael  Kim. 
Abraham  Kichlay, 
Michael  Kerr. 
Henry  Kerr. 

Dewaid  Kuns.- 

Benjamin  Knauss. 

Daniel  Knauss. 

Conrad  Keck. 

Henry  Keck. 

George  Krauss. 

Nicholas  Kreamer. 

Philip  Knappenberger. 

Henry  Knappenberger,  Jr. 

John  LIch ten  wall  ner. 

Jacob  Lichtenwallner. 

George  Lichtenwallner. 

John  Leinbach. 

Joseph  Loras. 

Philip  Lauer. 

George  Laudenslayer. 

Nicholas  Litzenberger. 

Adam  Litzenberger 

Henry  Long. 

Henry  Ludwig. 

Isaac  Loros. 

Peter  Loros. 

Henry  Loros. 

Nicholas  Loros. 

Lewis  Loros. 

Josejih  Loros. 

George  Lessig. 

Philip  Moyer. 

Jacob  Merchall. 

Widow  Miller. 

Christian  jUIercliall. 

Philip  Mertz. 

Nicholas  Muth. 

Conrad  Mertz. 

Jacob  Miller. 

John  Masteller. 

John  Meckley. 

Philip  Mellig. 

Henry  Mertz. 


Daniel  Meyer. 
Jacob  Meyer. 
George  Miller, 
Solomon  Mohr. 
John  Meyer. 
John  Marks. 
Jacob  Marks. 
Henry  Moitzler. 
Henry  Mattern. 
George  Mattern. 
Harraan  Mohr,  Sr. 
Harman  Mohr,  Jr. 
Henry  Mohr. 
Henry  Mink. 
John  Mohr. 
Daniel  Meyer. 
Conrad  Meitzler,  Sr. 
Conrad  Meitzler,  Jr. 
Andrew  Miller. 
Nicholas  Miller. 
Ludwig  Meckley. 
Nicholas  Minch. 
Jacob  Mohr. 
Harman  Mohr. 
Henry  Mertz. 
Peter  Mohr. 
Benjamin  Mill. 
John  Nerper. 
George  Neitz. 
Peter  Neidlinger. 
Conrad  Neumier. 
Christian  Nerffer. 
Jacob  Neuman. 
Philip  Ruth 
Jacob  Romich. 
Peter  Romich. 
Henry  Romich. 
Leonard  Romich, 
Jacob  Romich, 
Jacob  Rothrock. 
Abraham  Romich. 
John  Romich. 
Jacob  Reiss. 
Andrew  Reiss, 
Henry  Roth. 
George  Rupp. 
Daniel  Reish. 
Peter  Reddler. 
Daniel  Ruch. 
George  Reiss. 
Herman  Rupp. 
Jacob  Rupp. 
Henry  Shedler. 
George  Steininger. 
George  Steininger,  Jr. 
Peter  Sheriff. 
John  ShefBer. 
John  Smith,  Sr. 
Benjamin  Smith. 
Jonas  Smith. 
Melchior  Smith. 
John  Smith,  Jr. 
Jacob  Shankweiler. 
Daniel  Shankweiler. 
Solomon  Seider. 
Philip  Smeyer. 
Abraham  Smeyer. 
Daniel  Smeyer. 
Philip  Smeyer. 
Jacob  Smeyer. 
Peter  Smeyer,  Sr. 
Jacob  Sheffer. 
Samuel  Seeger. 
Christopher  Stedler, 
Henry  Stedler. 
Daniel  Stedler. 
Jacob  Stephen. 
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Solomon  Swartz. 
Jonathan  Stephan. 
George  Sheffer. 
Jacob  Shuller. 
George  Schleicher. 
Isaac  Swartz. 
Abraham  Swartz, 
John  Schnerr. 
Daniel  Steinlnger. 
Michael  Sheaffer. 
Solomon  Sraeyer. 
Jacob  Shoemaker. 
Jonathan  Swartz. 
Solomon  Sheaffer. 
Jacob  Sheaffer. 
Jacob  Smith. 
George  Swartz. 
Jacob  Swartz. 
Peter  Seip. 
Nicholas  Slaugh. 
Michael  Shnyder,  Sr. 
Michael  Shnyder,  Jr. 
Daniel  Shnyder. 
Frederick  Stephen. 
John  Stephen. 
Abraham  Server. 
George  Shifferd. 
Adam  Singmaster. 
John  Shaub. 
Daniel  Swartz. 
Reuben  Trexler. 
Charles  Trexler. 
Jeremiah  Trexler. 
Peter  Trexler. 
Jonathan  Trexler. 
John  Trexler. 


Christian  Unger. 
George  Van  Buskirk. 
Philip  Wetzell. 
Zachariah  Wageuer. 
Matthias  Westgo. 
Henry  Westgo. 
Ludwig  Weidner. 
John  Wetzell. 
Matthias  Weaver. 
Peter  WiUbern. 
George  Walbern. 
John  Weiandt. 
Jacob  Woodring. 
Christian  Weaver. 
Joseph  Westgo. 
John  Wetzell. 
John  Wack. 
Jacob  Weiss. 
Philip  Westgo. 
Jacob  Wichert. 
Solomon  Westgo. 
Casper  Weaver. 
Henry  Walwert. 
Jost.  Weigandt. 
Jacob  Wagner. 
John  Willoner. 
John  Weitman. 
George  Wegener. 
Peter  Wertz. 
John  Wertz,  Sr. 
John  Wertz,  Jr. 
Peter  Wolf,  Jr. 
Peter  Wolf,  Sr. 
Henry  Wolf. 
Philip  Ziegler. 
John  Teingline. 


Single  Freemen. 


Christian  Andreas, 
George  Brauss. 
Jacob  Brauss. 
Nicholas  Batter. 
Jacob  Deiffendorfer. 
Andrew  Ei.senhard. 
Andrew  Eisenbard. 
David  Grim. 
Henry  Gaumer. 
George  Greenemier. 
Peter  Haas. 
Benjamin  Haines. 
Jacob  Huber. 
Adam  Heverly. 
Philip  Harmau. 
Adam  Hertzell. 
George  Knappenberger. 
Conrad  Keck. 
Andrew  Knedler. 
John  Knedler.       y 
Deobald  Kuns.  /^ 
Henry  Kuna.  '^ 
George  Kuns.   ,,-■'' 
Michael  Kern. 
Nicholas  Kern. 
George  Letzeuberger. 
Benjamin  Smith. 
Jacob  Lichtenwalder. 
George  Litzenberger. 
Frederick  Leinbach. 
George  Ludwig. 
John  Mohr. 
Henry  Mohr. 
John  Mechley. 


Daniel  Mecblay. 
Henry  Meitzler. 
Henry  Mertz. 
John  Mutb. 
Jacob  Meyer. 
William  Mohr. 
Michael  Mosser. 
Andrew  Miller. 
George  Miller. 
Jonathan  Miller. 
Daniel  Miller. 
Nicholas  Miller. 
Jacob  Nerfer. 
Peter  Nerfer. 
John  Roniich, 
Jonathan  Komicli. 
Daniel  Slaugh. 
Leonard  Steininger. 
John  Shoener. 
Isaac  Stephen, 
John  Shnyder. 
Jacob  Steininger. 
Daniel  Traxsell. 
Adam,  Weiss. 
Solomon  Wolvert. 
Jost  Weigandt. 
Solomon  Wiehart. 
Jonathan  Wolf. 
George  Zimmerman, 
George  Dunkel. 
Jacob  Desh. 
Daniel  Barr. 
George  Jaxheimor, 
Reuben  Kensley. 


Iron-Ore  Mines.  —  There  are  valuable  iron-ore 
mines  in  the  township.  The  ore  is  of  different  kinds, 
— pipe,  rock,  shell,  black  and  red  sheen.     At  Trex- 


lertown  it  is  so  highly  charged  with  sulphuret  of  iron 
as  to  be  used  for  the  manufacture  of  copperas.  Solo- 
mon Fogel  was  among  the  first  to  discover  and  mine 
ore,  on  his  land  near  Fogelsville.  The  supply,  how- 
ever, was  soon  exhausted,  and  work  discontinued. 
About  twenty  years  later,  in  1867,  the  Crane  Iron 
Company  opened  an  ore-bed  at  the  same  place,  on 
land  then  in  the  possession  of  Kramlich  and  Lich- 
tenwallner.  This  was  operated  for  about  ten  years, 
but  since  has  been  lying  idle.  Ore  was  mined  early 
on  the  land  of  Joseph  Miller,  but  on  account  of  the 
depth  of  the  ore  from  the  surface  work  was  suspended. 
Some  years  later  the  Thomas  Iron  Company  secured 
a  lease  on  the  land  of  Henry  Stine.  They  opened  a 
mine,  which  yielded  well  for  many  years,  but  became 
exhausted  in  1881.  There  are  extensive  iron-ore 
mines  on  land  of  Charles  Mosser,  Dr,  A.  C.  Belden, 
Mrs.  John  Singmaster,  the  Crane  Iron  Company, 
Jesse  S.  Laros,  Eli  and  Jacob  Lichtenwallner,  John 
Heinly,  and  Stiles  Levan. 

ViUages. — There  are  a  number  of  villages  in  the 
township,  the  largest  of  which  are  Trexlertown, 
Fogelsville,  Breinigsville,  and  Chapman's.  Trexler- 
town, a  post-village,  eight  miles  from  Allentown,  on 
the  road  to  Kutztown,  was  founded  by  the  Trexiers. 
It  is  regarded  as  the  oldest  town  in  the  valley.  It 
contains  a  Lutheran  and  Reformed  Church,  two 
schools,  three  hotels,  two  stores,  a  Masonic  hall,  and 
a  grain,  coal,  and  lumber  depot.  It  is  situated  on  the 
Catasauqua  and  Fogelsville  Railroad,  in  the  midst  of 
a  fertile  farming  and  mining  district.  The  population 
in  1880  was  three  hundred  and  eighty-two. 

Dr.  Pulte  practiced  medicine  at  Trexlertown  many 
years  ago,  removed  to  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  and  founded 
a  homoeopathic  medical  college.  He  died  there  in 
1883,  Dr.  W.  S.  Herbst  resides  at  Trexlertown,  and 
has  a  large  practice. 

Fogelsville  was  named  after  Judge  John  Fogel, 
who  built  the  old  hotel  in  1798,  which  was  the  first 
building  in  the  place.  This  building  was  torn  down 
in  1883,  and  on  the  same  site  a  large  and  commo- 
dious brick  tavern  was  erected  by  Kistler  &  Lenhart. 
Here  Judge  Fogel  carried  on  the  trade  of  dyeing, 
kept  hotel,  and  also  a  small  store.  The  present 
owners  purchased  it  of  R.  Frank  Stine.  Most  of  the 
old  landmarks  have  disappeared.  The  old  stone 
building  in  which  Solomon  and  Willoughby  Fogel 
kept  store  is  still  standing,  but  of  late  years  has  been 
much  remodeled.  The  town  contains  some  very  fine 
residences,  two  taverns,  two  churches,  an  Odd-Fel- 
lows' hall,  three  schools,  a  carriage-factory,  a  grain, 
coal,  and  lumber  depot,  and  a  brick-yard.  A  lime- 
stone-quarry is  situated  here,  which  furnishes  all  the 
stones  used  for  building  purposes,  and  supplies  the 
surrounding  country  with  lime.  It  at  one  time  had 
two  savings-banks,  which,  however,  closed  during  the 
panic  of  1873.  It  has  a  post-office,  and  is  the  town- 
ship seat  where  all  elections  are  held.  In  1880  it  had 
a   population   of   three   hundred    and    eighty-three. 
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There  are  four  physicians  in  this  place,  viz. :  Dr.  H. 
J.  Haberacber,  Dr.  S.  C.  B.  Pogel,  and  Drs.  John  A. 
H.  and  C.  E.  Helffrich. 

Breinig'sville,  a  neat  post-village,  is  located  on  a 
branch  of  the  Catasauqua  and  Fogelaville  Railroad. 
It  has  a  United  Brethren  Church,  two  schools,  two 
stores,  a  grain,  coal,  and  lumber  depot,  and  a  carriage- 
manufactory.  The  iron-ore  mines  in  the  vicinity 
furnish  employment  to  many  men.  George  Breinig, 
after  whom  it  is  named,  settled  on  a  tract  of  land  con- 
taining one  hundred  and  twenty-three  acres  in  1789. 
This  property  is  now  in  the  possession  of  Charles 
Breinig.  Dr.  N.  Bitter  resides  at  Breinigsville,  where 
he  practices  his  profession. 

Chapman's,  a  small  village,  on  the  Catasauqua  and 
Fogelsville  Kailroad,  seven  miles  from  Allentown,  was 
named  after  Charles  W.  Chapman,  superintendent  of 
the  Catasauqua  and  Fogelsville  Railroad.  It  has  a 
post-office  named  Litzenberg,  one  store,  a  tavern,  a 
grain,  coal,  and  lumber  depot,  and  some  fine  private 
residences.  Dr.  A.  P.  Fetherolf  practices  medicine 
here.  Ruppsville,  Krocksville,  Haafsville,  and  New- 
town are  smaller  villages,  and  have  no  post-oiBces. 

Early  Schools.— One  of  the  earliest  schools  in  the 
township  was  taught  in  the  building  known  as  the 
Sand  Hill  school-house,  situated  in  the  eastern  part 
of  the  township,  near  the  line  of  South  Whitehall, 
on  the  Allentown  and  Fogelsville  road.  Jacob  Bach- 
art  and  Maria,  his  wife,  gave  one  acre  and  sixty-three 
perches  of  land  for  school  purposes,  for  the  considera- 
tion of  five  shillings,  by  deed  dated  Sept.  27,  1806,  to 
Jacob  Woodring,  David  Brown,  and  Christopher 
Mohr,  of  Whitehall,  and  John  Meyers,  of  Macungie, 
"  trustees  for  and  in  behalf  of  such  contributions  as 
may  hereafter  be  contributed  towards  building  or 
erecting  a  school-house  on  the  hereafter  granted  lot 
or  piece  of  land."  This  building  is  still  standing, 
and  is  now  the  property  of  Jonathan  Litzenberger, 
who  paid  five  hundred  dollars  for  it.  Among  the 
teachers  who  taught  here  were  Dawes  Rudy,  Nathan 

Snyder,  John  Lenhart,  Eberwein,  John  Beck, 

Jacob  Graul,  William  Woodring,  John  Wint,  Solo- 
mon Brobst,  and  Charles  Unbescheiden.  School  was 
taught  here  until  about  1845.  It  has  become  noto- 
rious as  a  place  where  "spooks"  have  often  been 
seen,  and  to  this  day  many  dread  to  pass  it  by  night. 
A  log  school-house  stood  upon  the  land  of  Samuel 
/  Kuhns,  about  a  mile  east  of  Fogelsville,  on  the  Allen- 
town road.  This  was  known  as  Keek's  school.  School 
was  taught  here  until  the  public  schools  were  com- 
menced, when  it  was  changed  to  a  dwelling.  It  was 
torn  down  a  few  years  ago.  Amos  Morris  taught 
school  here  in  1835. 

Another  log  school-house  was  erected  on  Moyer's 
land,  half  a  mile  above  Fogelsville.  Samuel  Waguer 
was  one  of  the  teachers,  and  taught  here  during  the 
years  of  1828  and  1829. 

Andrew  Miller  donated  between  three  and  four 
acres  of  land  for  school  purposes.     On  this  tract  is 


erected  what  is  known  as  Miller's  school-house.  The 
old  school-house,  which  was  a  log  building,  has  been 
changed  into  a  dwelling-house.  It  is  rented,  and  the 
income  thereof  is  annually  expended  for  school  other 
than  that  provided  for  by  the  school  board. 

Solomon  Fogel  granted  one  acre  of  land,  on  which 
was  erected  a  double  building  at  Fogelsville.  This 
building  was  the  first  school-house  in  these  parts  that 
was  supplied  with  steeple  and  bell.  It  was  built  in 
1838  by  St.  John's  Lutheran  and  Reformed  Churches. 
When  the  public-school  system  was  accepted  in  1842, 
at  a  meeting  held  by  the  members  of  St.  John's 
Church,  "  it  was  unanimously  decided  that  the  school- 
house  should  be  used  for  a  free  school,  and  given  up 
to  the  directors  of  the  free  schools  of  Upper  Macun- 
gie without  rent."  It  was  used  for  school  purposes 
until  1867,  when  J.  H.  Straub  became  the  owner,  who 
changed  it  into  a  dwelling.  John  H.  Lichtenwallner, 
William  C.  Lichtenwallner,  Mrs.  Emma  Fogel  Innis, 
G.  H.  B.  Reiflf,  Samuel  P.  Reber,  and  Dr.  E.  O.  M. 
Haberacker  were  among  the  teachers. 

A  double  school-house  of  stone  was  built  at 
Trexlertown  ,  about  the  same  time  the  church  was 
erected.  It  was  owned  by  the  church.  In  one  room 
school  was  taught,  and  in  the  other  part  of  the  build- 
ing the  teacher  lived.  George  Desh  was  one  of  the 
teachers,  and  resided  in  the  building.  In  1882  it  was 
torn  down,  and  a  new  building  erected  on  the  old  site 
for  the  use  of  the  janitor  of  the  church. 

For  the  year  1833  the  township  paid  for  the  edu- 
cation of  the  poor,  under  the  act  of  March  29,  1824, 
$8.27;  1834,  $23.80;  1835,  .$76.18;  1836,  $57.25; 
1837,  $83.92 ;  1838,  $73.17  ;'  1839,  8130.80. 

Public  Schools, — The  common-school  law,  which 
was  passed  in  1834,  was  at  first  regarded  with  disfavor. 
There  was  great  opposition  to  paying  tax  for  school 
purposes.  The  system  was  not  at  once  accepted,  but 
through  the  efforts  of  Solomon  Fogel,  David  Schall, 
Solomon  Kuder,  and  others,  the  people  voted  in  favor 
of  accepting  it,  with  the  understanding  that  in  a  year 
or  so,  if  they  felt  so  disposed,  they  could  have  the  old 
system  re-established.  The  school  board  levied  a  tax, 
but  did  not  at  once  venture  to  collect  it.  With  the 
money  they  received  from  the  State  a  number  of 
houses  were  erected.  After  the  schools  were  in  oper- 
ation under  the  new  system,  they  grew  in  favor  with 
the  people  from  year  to  year,  until  there  are  now 
hardly  any  to  be  found  who  openly  oppose  them.  The 
public-school  system  was  accepted  by  the  township  in 
1842.  The  following  were  the  officers  of  the  first 
school  board:  David  Schall,  president;  John  Lich- 
tenwallner, secretary ;  and  Solomon  Fogel,  treasurer. 
Before  the  office  of  the  county  superintendent  had 
been  created.  Dr.  H.  J.  Haberacker  conducted  the 
examinations  of  teachers  for  the  township. 

In  1856  the  district  had  eleven  schools  and  five 
hundred  and  ninety  pupils  enrolled.  The  teachers  re- 
ceived a  salary  of  twenty-five  dollars  per  month.  Su- 
perintendent H.  H.  Schwartz,  in  his  report  of  1860, 
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says,  "  Upper  Macungie  has  efficient  directors,  and 
their  schools  have  been  filled  with  able  teachers,  who, 
in  accordance  with  the  wish  of  the  board,  organized 
last  fall  a  Teachers'  Association,  and  met  regularly 
every  two  weeks."  The  salary  of  the  teachers  in  1860 
was  twenty-eight  dollars  per  month,  which  was  the 
highest  paid  by  any  district  in  the  county  outside  of 
Catasauqua  and  Allentown.  The  report  of  1868  con- 
tains the  following  :  "  The  building  erected  in  the 
thriving  village  of  Fogelsville  was  built  according  to 
a  plan  suggested  by  the  Hon.  J.  P.  Wickersham,  at 
the  Teachers'  Institute  held  at  Catasauqua,  in  No- 
vember, 1866.  It  is  but  just  to  observe  that  the  citi- 
zens contributed  about  thirteen  hundred  dollars  to- 
wards the  erection  of  this  building,  and  it  is  the  only 
one  in  the  county  furnished  with  Uhlinger's  patent 
school-desks,  also  furnished  by  the  citizens."  All  the 
school-houses  are  substantial  brick  buildings.  The 
schools  are  supplied  with  full  sets  of  outline  maps, 
and  a  wall  map  of  Pennsylvania.  The  present  school 
board  is  composed  of  the  following :  President,  Jere- 
miah Grammes;  Secretary,  Professor  F.  H.  Kuder; 
Treasurer,  Daniel  Schmoyer,  Dr.  S.  0.  B.  Fogel, 
Horace  J.  Koch,  and  Frank  Kuhns.  In  1867-68  the 
teachers  received  a  salary  of  forty  dollars  per  month  ; 
in  1883-84  the  average  salary  was  thirty-three  and  a 
half  dollars.  The  report  of  the  school  year  of  1882- 
83  shows  seven  hundred  and  thirty-six  pupils  and 
nineteen  teachers.  Total  receipts  for  school  purposes, 
$4380.81 ;  valuation  of  school  property,  $14,000. 

An  independent  district  was  formed  in  the  town- 
ship by  act  of  Legislature  in  about  1860.  It  is  known 
as  Grim's  Independent  District.  It  has  one  school, 
with  fifty-six  pupils  enrolled.  Salary  of  teacher, 
forty-two  dollars  per  month. 

Trexlertown  Church.' — Although  the  Rev.  Mi- 
chael Schlatter,  the  missionary  who  sailed  from  Hol- 
land in  1746,  mentions  in  his  journal  that  he  visited 
the  Trexlertown  congregation  on  the  25th  of  June, 
1747,  and  although  he  mentions  that  on  the  29th  of 
January,  1749,  he  received  letters  from  this  congre- 
gation to  come  and  administer  the  communion  to  the 
members,  and  Eev.  Philip  Boehm  took  it  upon  himself 
at  the  earnest  solicitation  of  Eev.  Schlatter  to  do  this 
work,  yet  notwithstanding  this  we  find  that  only  on 
the  26th  of  IMay,  1784,  did  they  begin  to  build  a 
church  edifice,  which  to  this  day  is  still  standing  and 
in  good  condition, — a  building  forty  by  sixty  feet  in 
dimensions.  In  the  corner-stone,  which  was  laid  with 
appropriate  religious  services,  were  put  the  four  kinds 
of  old  grains,  wheat,  rye,  oats,  and  buckwheat,  the 
creeds  of  both  the  Reformed  and  Lutheran  denomi- 
nations, a  bottle  of  wine,  and  the  constitution  of  the 
church.  In  order  that — because  the  church  was  to  be 
union,  for  the  religious  services  of  two  denominations 
— neither  congregation  might  take  the  advantage  over 
the  other,  and  neither  one  be  censured,  the   above- 

1  By  Key.  T.  N.  Eeber, 


mentioned  articles  were  deposited  in  the  corner-stone 
by  twelve  small  children.  In  order  to  the  name,  as  to 
which  congregation  should  always  be  mentioned  first, 
lots  were  cast,  and  the  name  Reformed  was  always  to 
be  mentioned  first.  The  name  then  would  be  The 
Eeformedand  Lutheran  Church  of  Trexlertown.  The 
church  was  dedicated  to  the  service  of  Almighty  God 
on  the  17th  of  April,  1785,  Rev.  John  H.  Helffrich  (Re- 
formed) and  Rev.  Caspar  Diehl  (Lutheran)  oflSciating 
at  this  time.  The  first  church  is  still  standing  and  in 
good  condition.  The  centennial  of  the  church  was 
celebrated  on  Whitsuntide,  1884.  The  church  has 
been  repaired  at  different  times  and  modernized,  and 
in  1879  a  steeple  was  erected,  and  a  bell  weighing 
eleven  hundred  pounds  put  in,  at  an  expense  of  four- 
teen hundred  dollars.  The  janitor's  house,  belonging 
to  the  church  property,  was  also  rebuilt,  at  a  cost  of 
eight  hundred  dollars.  There  is  in  addition  to  the  old 
burial-grounds  a  cemetery,  purchased  later  on,  and 
cut  up  into  family  burial-plots  for  the  burial  of  the 
dead.  The  congregations,  numerically  and  financially, 
are  strong.  The  pastors  who  served  the  Reformed 
portion  of  the  church  are  as  follows :  John  H.  Helf- 
frich, 178^1810;  Jacob  William  Dechant,  1811-15  ; 
Daniel  Zellers,  1815-57;  A.  J.  G.  Dubbs,  1857-76; 
Thomas  N.  Eeber,  1876  to  present  time.  The  pastors 
who  served  the  Lutheran  congregation  are  as  fol- 
lows: Caspar  Diehl,  1784-1806;  Henry  Anastasius 
Geissenhainer,  April  15,  1806-14 ;  George  Wertmen 
and  J.  Doering,  1814-37 ;  Jeremiah  Shindel,  1837-59; 
E.  B.  Kramlich,  1859-84. 

St.  John's  Lutheran  and  Eeformed  Church,  at 
Fogelsville,  was  organized  by  members  of  the  Trex- ' 
lertown  and  Ziegel  Churches.  Jacob  Moyer  and 
Judge  John  Fogel  donated  one  and  a  half  acres  of 
land  upon  which  to  erect  a  church  and  for  burial  pur- 
poses. At  a  meeting  held  Oct.  4,  1834,  it  was  decided 
to  build  a  Union  Lutheran  and  Reformed  Church, 
and  Henry  Mohr  and  Jacob  Moyer,  Reformed,  John 
Lichtenwallner  and  Daniel  Schlanch,  Lutheran,  were 
elected  a  building  committee,  and  Solomon  Fogel, 
treasurer.  Benjamin  Fogel,  John  Keck,  Peter  Mus- 
selman,  and  Jonathan  Mohr  were  appointed  to  solicit 
subscriptions.  The  corner-stone  was  laid  on  Whit- 
suntide, in  1835,  on  which  occasion  Rev.  John  Helf- 
frich preached,  and  the  church  was  dedicated  in  the 
fall  of  the  same  year.  An  election  for  pastors  was 
held  Nov.  15,  1835,  which  resulted  in  the  choice  of 
Rev.  C.  G.  Herman,  Reformed,  and  Rev.  Isaac  Roel- 
ler,  Lutheran.  Rev.  C.  G.  Herman  continued  pastor 
of  the  Reformed  congregation  until  1862,  when  his 
son.  Rev.  A.  J.  Herman,  succeeded  him,  who  is  the 
present  pastor.  Rev.  Isaac  Roeller  resigned  as  pastor 
of  the  Lutheran  congregation  Jan.  13,  1850,  and  was 
succeeded  by  Rev.  J.  Schindel.  Rev.  E.  H.  M.  Sell 
followed  Schindel,  and  Eev.  O.  Leopold  became  the 
pastor  in  1861.  In  1874  the  Lutheran  congregation, 
with  their  pastor,  withdrew  from  the  old  church  and 
built  St.   John's   Evangelical   Lutheran   Church,   a 
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sketch  of  which  follows.  A  few  Lutherans,  however, 
remained  in  the  old  church,  organized,  and  called 
Rev.  W.  G.  Mennig  as  their  pastor,  who  is  assisted  by 
Eev.  C.  E.  Hay.  The  first  consistory  of  the  Eeformed 
congregation  was  composed  of  the  following:  Elder, 
Jacob  Moyer  ;  Deacons,  Joseph  Fry,  Jonathan  Mohr, 
Isaac  Haas,  and  Henry  Ranch.  The  vestry  of  the 
Lutheran  congregation  consisted  of  Adam  Litzenber- 
ger,  elder ;  and  Samuel  Fetherholf,  John  Lichten- 
wallner,  Daniel  Kuntz,  and  Henry  Stettler,  deacons. 
'  A  Sunday-school  is  connected  with  the  church,  of 
which  A.  W.  Held  is  superintendent. 

St.  John's  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church.— A 
meeting  of  the  members  of  St.  John's  Lutheran  con- 
gregation, hitherto  worshiping  in  the  old  Union 
Church,  was  held  Dec.  14,  1872,  to  take  such  action 
in  reference  to  the  building  of  a  new  church  as  to 
them  seemed  proper.  The  object  of  the  meeting  was 
expressed  in  the  following  words:  "Whereas  the 
house  of  worship  built  by  our  forefathers,  and  in 
which  they  were  accustomed  to  assemble  themselves 
for  the  purpose  of  worshiping  their  God,  has  become 
more  or  less  dilapidated,  and  is  no  longer  meeting  our 
wants,  and  believing  it  to  be  due  to  the  memory  of 
our  fathers  that  we  should  not  suffer  any  dilapidation 
of  that  which  they  have  reared  for  us,  but,  on  the 
contrary,  to  profit  by  their  example  and  continue  the 
work  by  them  commenced,  and  believing  that  the 
time  has  arrived  in  which  a  new  and  appropriate 
house  of  worship  could  be  built  by  taking  proper 
action,  therefore  a  preliminary  meeting  of  some  of  the 
Lutheran  members  was  held  in  order  to  devise  means 
by  which  such  n  result  might  be  obtained." 

Encouraged  by  liberal  subscriptions  from  the  mem- 
bers, a  building  committee  was  appointed  consisting 
of  John  H.  Lichtenwallner,  Joseph  Miller,  Samuel 
Kuhns,  Moses  Rabenold,  and  Adam  Stettler.  In 
order  to  avoid  dissatisfaction  an  election  was  held, 
Feb.  8,  1873,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  whether 
the  Lutheran  members  of  St.  John's  Union  Church 
were  in  favor  of  dissolving  the  relation  hitherto  ex- 
isting between  them  and  the  Reformed  congregation, 
which  resulted  in  favor  of  a  separation  by  a  large 
majority,  only  four  dissenting.  The  building  com- 
mittee took  immediate  steps  to  prosecute  the  work, 
and  on  May  24,  1874,  the  corner-stone  was  laid. 
Services  were  conducted  in  the  old  church,  in  which 
Revs.  S.  K.  Brobst,  Professor  G.  F.  Miller,  M.  J. 
Kramlich,  and  O.  Leopold,  the  pastor,  participated. 
The  church  was  dedicated  July  4,  1875,  on  which 
occasion  Revs.  William  Rath,  J,  D.  Schindel  M.J. 
Kramlich,  and  O.  Leopold  took  part  in  the  services. 
It  is  a  brick  building,  seventy  feet  in  length  and  forty 
in  width,  with  a  basement  for  Sunday-school  purposes 
and  was  erected  at  a  cost  of  about  thirteen  thousand 
dollars.  The  church  has  a  Sunday-school,  of  which 
O.  E.  Mank  is  superintendent.  Rev.  O.  Leopold  is 
the  present  pastor.  The  olBcers  of  the  church  are 
the  following :  Elders,  Jonathan  Gaumer  and  Moses 


Rabenold;  Deacons,  William  Kehm,  Levi  Kuhns, 
Oliver  Walter,  and  Solomon  Gaumer;  Treasurer, 
Samuel  Kuhns ;  and  Trustee,  Henry  Stine. 

A  United  Brethren  Church  was  built  at  Breinigs- 
ville  in  1870,  and  belongs  to  the  Lehigh  mission. 
Revs.  B.  K.  Keck,  J.  Lowry,  W.  H.  Uhler,  and  H.  B. 
Spayd  have  been  the  pastors  since  the  organization. 

Lodges. — A  lodge  known  as  Macungie  Lodge,  No. 
231,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  was  organized  at  Fogelsville  in  1847. 
The  following  were  the  charter  members :  John  P. 
Miller,  Nathan  Weiler,  Ephraim  Troxell,  Jacob  Gack- 
enbach,  Sr.,  Herman  Rupp,  Peter  Hendricks,  Jacob 
Gackenbach,  Jr.,  John  P.  Seibert,  and  Jonathan 
Steininger.  The  meetings  were  held  in  the  hall 
above  the  old  store  until  1860,  when  the  "  Hall  Asso- 
ciation" erected  a  large  hall,  in  which  the  lodge  has 
since  held  its  meetings.  The  present  membership  is 
one  hundred  and  four. 

A  Masonic  lodge  was  instituted  by  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Pennsylvania  in  the  Masonic  Hall  at  Trex- 
lertown,  on  Friday,  Nov.  26, 1858.  After  the  reading 
of  the  warrant  granted  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Penn- 
sylvania, the  lodge  was  named  Lehigh  Lodge,  No.  326. 
The  first  officers  were  Benjamin  Rupp,  W.  M. ;  John 
H.  Lichtenwallner,  S.  W. ;  John  H.  Fogel,  I.  D. ; 
Herman  Rupp,  S.  D. ;  William  C.  Lichtenwallner, 
J.  D. ;  William  Herbst,  Sec. ;  David  Schall,  Treas. 


CHAPTER    XXVIII. 

LOWER    MACUNGIE    TOWNSHIP.^ 

The  territory  now  embraced  in  the  two  townships 
of  Upper  and  Lower  Macungie  was  formerly  one 
township,  known  as  Macungie.  They  were  separated 
on  the  3d  day  of  May,  a.d.  1882. 

Lower  Macungie  is  bounded  on  the  northwest  by 
Upper  Macungie,  on  the  northeast  by  Salisbury 
(Salzburg),  on  the  southeast  by  Upper  Milford,  on 
the  southwest  by  Berks  County. 

It  was  at  one  time  almost  completely  covered  with 
scrub-oak  and  abounded  in  deer,  but  is  now  well 
cleared  and  improved,  and  the  people  devote  them- 
selves principally  to  agricultural  pursuits  as  their 
surest  dependence  for  support  and  profit. 

The  township  is  unsurpassed  for  fertility  of  soil, 
beauty  of  landscape,  and  improvements  of  various 
kinds.  Wherever  the  traveller  turns  his  eye  he  sees 
substantial,  neat  houses,  huge  barns,  fine  churches, 
and  beautiful  orchards.  Its  general  appearance  indi- 
cates prosperity  and  plenty. 

Within  a  few  years  previous  to  the  "  financial  crash" 
of  1874  some  very  rich  and  valuable  deposits  of  hema- 
tite iron-ore  were  uncovered  in  this  township,  and 
It  seemed  at  one  time  as  if  almost  everybody  who 

'  By  E.  E.  Lichtenwallner,  Esq. 
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owned  a  tract  of  land,  however  small,  had  been 
seized  with  the  uiining  fever.  Leases  were  made, 
shafts  sunk,  and  the  "hidden  treasure"  sought  for 
everywhere.  Ore-washeries  and  smoke-stacks  seemed 
to  spring  up  throughout  the  township  like  mushrooms 
in  a  hot-bed,  while  the  fires  from  the  chimneys  of  two 
furnaces  and  a  foundry,  erected  within  the  confines  of 
the  township,  lit  up  the  night  with  their  lurid  flames. 
Although  many  beautiful  farms  were  laid  waste,  the 
owners  thereof  reaped  a  rich  harvest  in  the  shape  of 
royalties,  and  considered  themselves  amply  compen- 
sated for  the  unsightly  gaps  made  in  their  land  in  con- 
sequence of  mining  the  ore.  That  section  of  the  town- 
ship known  as  "the  Flats,"  situate  near  East  Texas, 
was  singularly  productive  in  this  respect,  and  as  the 
ore  was  mainly  what  is  termed  "  top-ore,"  the  land  in 
that  vicinity  was  soon  reduced  to  a  barren  waste,  as  it 
now  remains. 

On  account  of  the  depressed  conditioD  of  the  iron 
trade  during  1874  many  of  the  mines,  however,  were 
stopped,  owing  to  the  low  price  offered  for  ore,  and 
to-day  comparatively  few  of  them  are  to  be  seen  in 
operation. 

The  principal  streams  are  the  Little  Lehigh  River 
and  Swabia  Creek,  both  of  which  fertilize  the  land 
and  furnish  the  water-power  for  the  different  mills 
situate  upon  their  banks. 

The  East  Penn  branch  of  the  Philadelphia  and 
Reading  Railroad,  connecting  at  Alburtis  with  the 
Catasauqua  and  Fogelsville  Railroad,  traverses  the 
entire  length  of  the  township,  and  affords  ample  pas- 
senger and  freight  accommodations. 

There  aie  two  pig-iron  furnaces  situate  in  the  town- 
ship. Lockridge  Furnace,  near  the  village  of  Alburtis, 
was  built  in  1867  and  1868  by  the  Lockridge  Iron 
Company,  with  Samuel  Thomas  as  president,  and  J. 
T.  Knight,  secretary  and  treasurer.  In  1868  it  was 
sold  to  the  Thomas  Iron  Company.  It  has  two  stacks, 
employs  a  large  number  of  men,  and  produces  the 
best  of  iron.  The  first  superintendent  was  V.  W. 
Weaver,  who  was  succeeded  in  1873  by  his  son,  Wil- 
liam M.  Weaver.  The  present  superintendent  is 
David  H.  Thomas. 

The  Millerstown  Iron  Company  built  a  furnace  of 
a  single  stack'  close  to  the  borough  of  Macungie,  along 
the  line  of  the  Reading  Railroad,  in  1874.  The 
company,  however,  met  with  reverses,  and  in  1879 
it  was  sold  by  the  sheriff.  On  Dec.  31,  1879,  it  was 
reorganized  under  the  name  of  "The  Macungie 
Iron  Company,"  since  which  time  it  has  been  under 
the  successful  management  of  the  following  officers, 
viz. :  President,  J.  T.  Audenried ;  Superintendent, 
William  M.  Weaver. 

Among  the  industries  of  the  township  worthy  of 
particular  mention  are  the  "  Excelsior  Roller-Mills," 
situate  about  one  mile  west  of  the  village  of  Alburtis, 
operated  by  the  firm  of  Butz  Bros.  &  Lichtenwallner. 
The  firm  is  composed  of  Allen  and  John  Butz,  sons 
of  Stephen   Butz,    and   F.  S.  Lichtenwallner,   their 


brother-in-law,  a  son  of  Levi  Lichtenwallner.  They 
run  night  and  day  by  water-  and  steam-power,  and 
turn  out  one  hundred  barrels  of  very  excellent  flour 
every  twenty-four  hours.  They  introduced  the 
"  roller"  system  during  last  summer,  and  are  meeting 
with  success  far  beyond  their  brightest  anticipations. 
They  are  young  men  of  energy,  pluck,  and  excellent 
business  capacity,  and  are  being  rewarded  with  de- 
served prosperity. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  justices  of  the  peace  of 
the  township  of  Lower  Macungie  from  the  year  1840, 
together  with  the  date  of  their  commissions  : 


1840.  Joseph  Kemerer. 

Jesse  Nace. 
1846.  Charles  Sorber. 

Jesse  Nace. 
1850.  Harrison  Miller. 

Jonas  Faust. 
1883.  Walter  P.  Huber. 
1856.  Harrison  Miller. 
1858,  Horatio  Hertzog. 

George  Hertzel. 
1863.  George  M.  Hertzel. 

William  Levan. 


1864.  Daniel  Mohr. 

1868.  H.  T.  Hertzog. 

1869.  Daniel  Mohr. 

1873.  H,  T.  Hertzog. 

1874.  Daniel  Mohr. 

1878.  H.  T.  Hertzog. 

1879.  George  Welty. 
M.  D.  Henninger. 

1880.  Olintoi]  0.  Fogel. 

1881.  Stephen  Acker. 

1882.  Daniel  Mohr. 


For  the  organization  of  old  Macungie  township 
and  its  early  history,  see  history  of  Upper  Macungie. 

Lower  Macungie  paid  out  for  the  education  of  the 
children  of  poor  families  as  follows,  to  wit:  1833, 
$51.48J;  1834,  $28.53;  1835,  $38.12;  1836,  $82.24; 
1837,  $107.05;  1838,  $137.23;  1839,  $144.27;  1843, 
$194.66,  besides  a  quota  of  $24.99,  jointly  paid  by  this 
and  Upper  Milford  township. 

Schools. — The  schools  of  this  township  are  in  a 
very  prosperous  condition.  The  law  of  1834  was 
after  much  contention  adopted  in  the  year  1849,  at 
which  time  the  school  board  was  under  the  following 
organization  :  Jacob  Wenner,  president ;  James 
Weiler,  secretary  ;  and  George  Ludwig,  treasurer. 

The  township  is  divided  into  the  following-districts, 
not,  however,  including  Macungie  borough  :  No.  1, 
Bastian's  ;  No.  2,  Wescoesville;  No.  ,3,  Hartzell's; 
No.  4,  Kiechel's;  No.  5,  Riegel's;  No.  6,  Ritter's; 
No.  7,  Centreville  secondary ;  No.  8,  Centreville  pri- 
mary; No.  9,  East  Texas  secondary;  No.  10,  East 
Texas  primary;  No.  11,  Danner's;  No.  12,  Schmoyer's; 
No.  13,  Lehigh  Church  ;  No.  14,  Butz's;  No.  15,  Al- 
burtis high  school  ;  No.  16,  Alburtis  grammar;  No. 
17,  Alburtis  secondary;  No.  18,  Alburtis  primary; 
No.  19,  Saul's  (Hensingersville)  ;  No.  20,  Niiss' ;  No. 
21,  Desch's;  No.  22,  Fogel's.  The  present  school 
board  consists  of  the  following  members,  to  wit : 
Reuben  Danner,  president ;  Edwin  Bickel,  secretary ; 
Aaron  Kuhns,  treasurer ;  Jonas  Lauer,  Frank  Stephen, 
and  Levi  Lichtenwallner.' 

Early  Settlements,— One  of  the  first  settlers  within 
the  present  limits  of  this  township  was  Michael 
Shaffer,  who  took  up  by  warrant  a  large  tract  of  land 
lying  west  of  Millerstown,  a  portion  of  which  is  now 

^  For  early  history  of  Lower  Macungie    township,  see  history  of 
Upper  Macungie. 
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within  the  western  limits  of  the  borough  of  Macungie. 
We  find  that  upon  the  27th  day  of  August,  1839,  one 
hundred  and  ninety  Palatines  canne  to  America  by 
the  ship  "Betsy,"  Richard  Buden  commander. 
Among  these  was  George  Friederich  Sohaffer,  the 
father  of  Michael.  Michael  Shaffer  built  a  massive 
stone  dwelling  upon  the  site  of  the  present  brick 
building  now  occupied  by  James  Shaffer,  his  great- 
grandson.  He  and  his  wife  there  lived  to  a  ripe  old 
age,  surrounded  by  their  children  and  grandchildren. 
His  wife  died  at  the  age  of  ninety-eight. 

His  son,  Jacob,  was  married  and  lived  with  his 
parents  on  the  above-mentioned  farm.  He  was  twenty- 
six  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  "  Fries'  Rebellion," 
1798,  and  took  an  active  part  in  the  opposition  to  the 
"  house  tax,"  maintaining  that  the  said  tax  was  illegal. 
When  the  government  officers  came  to  Millerstown 
he  hurried  home,  saddled  his  horse,  filled  his  saddle- 
bags with  provisions,  and  fled  to  South  Mountain, 
which  was  not  inhabited  at  that  time.  Soon  after 
his  flight  the  soldiers  surrounded  his  house  and  made 
violent  demonstrations,  demanding  his  surrender. 
When  they  were  informed  that  he  was  not  about  they 
became  furious,  and  entered  the  house  to  make  a 
thorough  search.  They  went  into  the  bedrooms  and 
ran  their  sabres  through  the  bedclothes,  to  satisfy 
themselves  that  he  was  not  concealed  therein.  The 
only  room  of  the  house  that  they  did  not  enter  was 
one  in  which  Jacob's  young  wife  was  at  that  very  time 
giving  birth  to  a  child.  When  they  failed  to  find 
him  in  the  house  they  went  into  the  barn,  where  they 
stuck  their  sabres  into  the  hay  and  straw  in  the  vain 
endeavor  to  ferret  out  his  hiding-place.  They  now 
caught  the  boy  who  was  employed  upon  the  farm, 
whom  they  tried  to  persuade  to  disclose  his  master's 
whereabouts.  He  persisted  that  he  did  not  know. 
They  thinking,  however,  that  he  knew,  procured  a 
rope,  one  end  of  which  was  passed  around  his  neck, 
while  the  other  end  was  thrown  over  a  rafter  in  the 
barn.  They  now  proceeded  to  pull  him  off  his  feet, 
letting  him  down  again  before  life  was  extinct.  They 
kept  this  up  for  some  time,  but  as  his  answer  was  in- 
variably the  same  they  finally  gave  him  his  freedom, 
and,  after  feeding  their  horses  from  the  provender 
they  found  in  the  barn,  they  took  their  departure. 

After  remaining  in  the  mountains  for  several  days, 
Jacob  found  his  provisions  giving  out,  and  not  daring 
to  return  home,  he  went  to  Trexlertown,  to  the  hotel 
then  kept  by  William  Haines,  now  occupied  by  Wil- 
liam Yoder.  Here  they  tried  to  persuade  him  to  re- 
main, but  he,  fearing  lest  some  one  might  have  seen 
him  enter  the  house,  got  a  bag  of  provisions  and  left ; 
and  fortunate  it  was  for  him  that  he  did  so,  for  in  a 
short  time  after  his  departure  the  hotel  was  sur- 
rounded by  the  soldiers,  who  were  eager  for  his  cap- 
ture. Jacob  that  same  night  rode  to  Maxatawny, 
where  he  remained  with  his  uncle,  .Jacob  Hawk, 
until  the  danger  had  subsided,  when  he  returned  to 
his  family  and  his  friends.     George  Shaffer,  a  brother 


of  Jacob,  lived  in  the  old  stone  house  at  Macungie 
where  Mrs.  Schulze  and  her  daughter  now  reside. 
David,  another  brother,  was  taken  prisoner  during 
"  Fries'  Rebellion,"  and  died  while  held  by  the  Tories 
at  Norristown.  He  had  also  been  a  resident  of  Mil- 
lerstown, where  he  left  a  wife  and  two  children.  His 
widow  was  afterwards  married  to  a  man  named  Miller, 
residing  at  the  same  place,  and  lived  to  be  a  very  old 
woman.  Many  of  Macungie's  old  citizens  remember 
her  under  the  name  of  "  Granny  Miller." 

Jacob  Shaffer  was  a  colonel  in  the  war  of  1812. 
He  died  in  1831,  at  the  age  of  fifty-nine.  He  had  a 
family  of  eight  children,— four  sons  and  four  daugh- 
ters. His  son,  George,  was  a  retired  farmer,  who  died 
on  April  23,  1881,  at  the  age  of  seventy-seven  years. 
One  of  George's  daughters  is  married  to  David  L. 
Barner,  an  ex-commissioner  of  the  county,  and  resides 
on  the  homestead,  a  short  distance  west  of  Macungie. 
His  other  daughter  is  married  to  Meno  Weiler,  and 
resides  at  Reading. 

John,  another  son,  bought  the  farm  of  his  father, 
Jacob,  whereon  he  resided  until  the  time  of  his  death, 
on  Jan.  16,  1882,  at  the  age  of  seventy-two  years.  He 
was  married  to  Hannah  Trexler,  who  survives  him. 

His  son,  James,  has  since  bought  the  homestead, 
where  he  now  resides,  with  a  family  of  six  children. 
He  is  treasurer  of  the  borough  of  Macungie  and  a 
member  of  council. 

Jacob,  a  son  of  John  Shaffer,  is  married,  and  lives 
at  Fleetwood,  where  he  is  station-agent  for  the  Phila- 
delphia and  Reading  Railroad. 

Willoughby  is  a  bachelor,  residing  with  his  mother 
at  Macungie,  while  Anna,  the  only  daughter  of  John, 
is  married  to  Dr.  S.  R.  Rittenhouse,  of  Reading. 

Charles  Shaffer,  a  son  of  Jacob,  Sr.,  has  attained  a 
ripe  old  age,  and  lives  with  his  family  in  this  town- 
ship. 

Jacob's  daughter,  Elizabeth,  was  married  to  John 
Lichtenwallner,  of  Fogelsville.  She  is  now  a  widow, 
close  to  eighty,  and  resides  at  Allentown.  In  the 
same  city  also  resides  her  sister,  Lydia,  also  a  widow, 
who  has  been  twice  married.  Her  first  husband 
was  Jonathan  Beiber,  her  second,  William  Good. 

Frederick  Romig,  the  first  of  the  family  who  settled 
in  Macungie,  came  here  in  1732,  and  bought  a  tract 
of  land  adjoining  the  Lehigh  Church.  He  built  a 
saw-mill  on  a  branch  of  Saucon  Creek,  where  now  is 
Geissenj^er's  mill.  His  sons,  Frederick,  Adam,  Jacob, 
John,  Henry,  and  Joseph,  mostly  located  near  their 
father,  and  the  locality  was  known  as  the  Romig  set- 
tlement. Adam  inherited  the  paternal  homestead, 
and  lived  and  died  there.  His  son,  John,  born  in 
1769,  also  settled  on  the  homestead  farm,  and  in  1817 
sold  it  and  moved  to  Allentown,  where  he  purchased 
the  Saeger  Mill,  at  the  east  end  of  the  Jordan  Bridge. 
Drs.  John  and  William  Romig,  of  Allentown,  were 
his  sons. ' 


1  See  chapter  on  the  medical  profession. 
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Adam  Desh  came  from  Wiirtemberg,  Germany,  and 
settled  upon  a  large  tract  of  land  situate  along  South 
Mountain,  about  two  miles  south  of  the  borough  of 
Macungie.  He  obtained  his  land  upon  a  patent  from 
the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  on  the  23d  day 
of  September,  a.d.  1788.  In  1793  he  bought  an 
adjoining  tract  of  one  hundred  and  seventy-nine 
acres  from  Conrad  Haas  and  Hannah,  his  wife.  He 
and  his  wife,  Gertrude,  had  a  family  of  six  children  : 
two  sons — Jacob  and  Philip — and  four  daughters, — 
Catherine  (who  married  Melcher  Baer, — their  son, 
Henry  Baer,  is  a  hearty  old  man  of  eighty-three 
years,  and  resides  at  Macungie),  Elizabeth  (married 
to  John  Stahl),  Mary  (who  was  married  to  Christian 
Keinert),  and  Sallie  (who  was  married  to  Frederick 
Gaumer).  Philip  was  taken  prisoner  by  the  Tories  in 
1798,  and  died  while  they  held  him  a  prisoner  at  Nor- 
ristown.  Jacob  was  married  to  Elizabeth  Bauer,  and 
lived  upon  the  homestead. 

On  the  20th  day  of  February,  A.D.  1796,  Adam 
Desh  and  his  wife  deeded  the  homestead,  with  one 
hundred  and  fifteen  acres  and  twenty-four  perches  of 
land,  to  their  son,  Jacob,  "for  and  in  consideration 
of  the  yearly  living,  maintenance,  alimentary  nourish- 
ment, sustentation,  and  preservation  of  them  the 
said  Adam  Desh  and  Gertrude,  his  wife,  during  each 
and  both  their  natural  lifetime,  as  also  of  the  sum  of 
seven  hundred  and  twenty-two  pounds  and  ten  shill- 
ings in  specie." 

Jacob  and  his  wife,  Elizabeth,  the  latter  of  whom 
died  May,  1853,  at  the  age  of  eighty-four  years,  had 
seven  children, — George,  Daniel,  John,  Jacob,  Charles, 
Maria,  and  Catherine.  Jacob  reared  a  family  of  eight 
children,  prominent  among  whom  is  William  Desh, 
the  pastor  of  the  German  Baptist  Church  of  Macungie, 
who  resides  at  Centreville. 

George  Desh,  a  prominent  citizen  of  Macungie  bor- 
ough, is  a  first  cousin  of  the  reverend  gentleman. 

Daniel,  who  was  married  to  Elizabeth  Ruth,  owned 
and  lived  upon  the  homestead.  His  widow,  aged 
seventy-eight,  still  resides  there  with  two  of  her  sons 
and  her  daughter,  none  of  whom  is  married. 

Among  the  pioneers  of  this  township  is  enrolled 
Peter  Butz,  who,  with  his  wife  and  son  John,  came  into 
this  country  from  Germany  in  the  year  1752.  He  first 
settled  on  the  hill-side  of  Philadelphia  County,  now 
known  as  Longswamp  township,  Berks  Co.  In  the 
month  of  February,  1761,  he  bought  a  farm  of  two 
hundred  and  twelve  acres,  located  in  this  township 
(Lower  Macungie),  from  Catherine,  widow  of  Joseph 
Albrecht,  and  moved  thereon  with  his  family.  This 
farm  is  situated  in  what  is  now  known  as  "Butz's 
Gass,"  and  a  great  many  of  Peter  Butz's  descendants 
reside  there  and  in  the  immediate  vicinity  to  the 
present  day.  Peter  Butz  was  born  Jan.  19,  1718,  and 
died  March  18,  1780,  when  he  was  buried  at  Long- 
swamp  Church. 

He  left  three  sons, — Samuel,  Peter,  and  John. 
Samuel  settled  in  Longswamp,  Berks  Co.,  while  Peter 


moved  to  Cedar  Creek,  Lehigh  Co.,  where  some  of  his 
descendants  now  reside.  John  was  married  to  a  Miss 
Miller,  and  at  his  father's  death  bought  the  home- 
stead, whereon  he  settled  and  lived  until  his  death, 
Jan.  7,  1827,  at  the  age  of  eighty  years.  He  and  his 
wife  reared  a  family  of  eight  children,  four  sons — 
John,  Abraham,  Peter,  and  Jonathan — and  four 
daughters, — Bevy  (married  to  Jacob  Breinig),  Eliza- 
beth (married  to  Nathan  Grim),  Catharine  (married 
to  Solomon  Fogel),  and  Hetty  (married  to  a  man 
named  Shimer).  Jonathan  was  married  to  Elizabeth, 
daughter  of  Jonathan  Dankel,  and  settled  near  his 
father's  home,  where  he  engaged  in  farming  and  raised 
a  large  family  of  children. 

Abraham  was  married  to  a  daughter  of  Henry 
Egner,  and  settled  at  Hokendauqua.  He  had  one 
daughter,  married  to  Peter  Mickley,  and  one  son, 
Thomas,  who  recently  died  at  Allentown,  possessed  of 
a  large  estate  and  leaving  a  family  of  four  children, 
among  whom  is  T.  Frank  Butz,  a  wealthy  farmer  of 
Whitehall,  whose  biography  appears  in  this  book. 

John  and  Peter  each  became  possessed  of  one-half 
of  the  homestead,  were  married  to  sisters,  the  daugh- 
ters of  Daniel  Schmoyer,  and  engaged  in  farmings 
John  had  two  sons — Reuben  and  James — and  four 
daughters,  two  of  whom  were  successively  married  to 
George  Ludwig. 

Peter  and  his  wife,  Elizabeth,  both  lived  to  a  ripe 
old  age,  and  had  a  family  of  nine  children,  five  sons 
— Frank,  Aaron,  William,  Peter,  and  Stephen— and 
four  daughters,  one  of  whom  is  the  widow  of  Nathan 
Weiler,  and  resides  in  the  city  of  Allentown.  Peter 
Butz  died  in  1847,  at  the  age  of  sixty-four  years,  be- 
queathing to  his  son  Stephen  the  homestead.  Stephen 
lived  thereon  with  his  family  until  1877,  when  he 
moved  upon  the  mill  property  by  him  bought  from 
the  assignee  of  George  Ludwig.  He  carried  on  the 
milling  business  until  1881,  when  he  retired,  turning 
over  the  property  to  his  two  sons,  Allen  and  John, 
and  his  son-in-law,  F.  S.  Lichtenwallner.  Stephen  is 
now  seventy-five  years  of  age. 

Phillip  Lauer  settled  upon  a  tract  of  forty-seven 
acres  of  land  which  he  bought  April  10,  a.d.  1810, 
from  Nicholas  Klein.  This  was  a  part  of  a  farm  of 
one  hundred  and  eighty  acres  which  was  surveyed 
and  warranted  to  Casper  Blylor,  on  the  29th  day  of 
April,  1746.  It  lies  one  mile  east  of  the  village  of 
Alburtis,  and  is  now  occupied  by  his  grandson,  Jonas 
Lauer.  May  28,  1827,  Phillip  obtained  a  patent 
thereof  from  the  commonwealth  upon  giving  an  in- 
denture of  mortgage  thereon  for  the  sum  of  $141.29. 

He  was  a  tailor  by  trade,  and  was  married  to  Eliz- 
abeth Wieand,  of  Montgomery  County,  by  whom  he 
had  twelve  children — George,  Catherine,  Peter,  Jacob, 
Samuel,  Henry,  Daniel,  Joseph,  Judith,  Jonas,  Na- 
than, and  Sarah.  Jonas  now  resides  in  Ohio,  Joseph 
at  Philadelphia,  and  Nathan  in  Mercer  County,  this 
State.  Sarah  lives  in  Berks  County,  and  is  married  to 
Ephraim  Geary. 
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Daniel  bought  the  homestead  from  his  father, 
and  in  August,  1841,  he  moved  thereon.  He  was 
married  to  Sarah  Schwartz,  a  daughter  of  Daniel 
Schwartz,  of  Upper  Milford.  He  was  for  a  term 
of  eight  years  road  supervisor  of  his  township,  and 
served  a  term  of  three  years  as  county  commis- 
sioner. He  was  a  prominent  member  of  Lehigh 
Church,  where  he  held  from  time  to  time  various 
offices.  He  died  March  12,  1878,  at  the  age  of  sev- 
enty-two. He  had  a  family  of  four  children, — Eliza, 
married  to  George  Desh,  of  Macungie ;  Caroline,  mar- 
ried to  Michael  Miller,  of  Topton;  Frantlin,  who  re- 
sides with  his  family  in  Iowa;  and  Jonas,  who  lives 
on  the  homestead,  which  he  bought  from  his  father  in 
1875.  The  wife  of  Daniel  is  a  hearty  old  woman  of 
seventy-five  years,  and  lives  with  her  son  Jonas  on 
the  homestead.  Her  father,  Daniel  Schwartz,  took 
an  active  part  in  the  opposition  to  the  "  house-tax" 
in  1789.  He  was  taken  prisoner  and  was  tried  at 
Easton,  but  was  acquitted. 

The  original  Ohristman  came  from  Wiirtemberg, 
Germany,  and  settled  near  Sigmund's  Furnace,  close 
to  the  line  of  Berks  County,  where  Phillip  Christman 
was  born.  It  is  related  that  while  Phillip's  father  was 
out  in  the  field  on  a  wagon  loaded  with  hay,  he  met 
with  an  accident  by  which  he  lost  his  life.  The  horse 
coming  to  a  gutter  refused  to  cross,  when,  standing  on 
the  loaded  wagon,  he  urged  him  with  a  hay-fork 
which  he  held  in  his  hand.  This  caused  the  horse  to 
take  a  sudden  spring  forward,  and  he  was  thrown 
from  the  wagon  upon  the  fork,  one  of  the  prongs  of 
which  pierced  his  heart,  resulting  in  his  almost  in- 
stant death.  After  this  accident  Phillip's  mother  was 
married  to  Francis  Wesco,  and  moved  to  the  house 
where  the  widow  of  the  late  John  Backensto  now  re- 
sides, a  short  distance  north  of  the  borough  of 
Macungie. 

Phillip  Christman  was  married  and  had  nine  chil- 
dren, six  sons  and  three  daughters.  His  son,  John 
Henry,  was  born  Feb.  S,  1777,  in  the  house  now 
owned  by  William  Shaffer,  of  Allentown,  and  occu- 
pied by  Adam  Miller,  and  situate  upon  the  mountain 
road  leading  from  Macungie  to  Alburtis.  When 
John  Henry  was  four  weeks  of  age  his  father  moved 
with  his  family  upon  a  farm  in  Berks  County.  When 
John  was  a  young  man  he  went  to  Montgomery 
County,  where  he  became  a  miller.  Soon  after  he 
got  married  and  moved  to  a  mill  in  Berks  County, 
near  Sigmund's  Furnace. 

Later  he  moved  upon  a  farm  situate  on  the  line  of 
the  Philadelphia  and  Beading  Eailroad,  in  the  town- 
ship of  Lower  Macungie,  midway  between  Macungie 
and  Alburtis.  His  son,  Jonas,  lived  upon  this  firm 
until  recently,  when  it  was  sold  by  the  sheriff. 

John  Henry  Christman  reared  a  family  of  twelve 
children,— seven  sons  and  five  daughters,— Jacob, 
Henry,  Jonas,  Daniel,  Nathan,  Samuel,  Ephraim, 
Polly,  Susan,  Rebecca,  Sarah,  and  Lydia. 

Ephraim  is  residi  ng  at  Macungie.     Jonas,  although 


at  one  time  the  possessor  of  a  fine  farm,  has  lost  all, 
and  now  occupies,  with  his  wife  and  son,  a  small 
tract  of  land  in  Lower  Macungie. 

Ephraim  and  his  wife,  as  well  as  Jonas  and  his 
wife,  are  well  advanced  in  years,  and  are  well  pre- 
served. 

Daniel,  a  son  of  John  Henry  Christman,  settled  on 
the  farm  now  owned  by  Nathan  Gehman,  where  he 
died  April,  1856,  at  the  age  of  forty-five.  His  widow, 
aged  seventy-three,  now  resides  with  her  daughter, 
Mrs.  Edwin  Haines,  at  Macungie.  Benneville,  one 
of  her  sons,  is  the  constable  of  Macungie,  where  he  is 
also  engaged  in  the  ice  cream  business.  Daniel,  an- 
other son,  has  a  shoe-store  in  Macungie. 

Rev.  Jacob  Van  Buskirk,  a  Hollander,  with  his 
family  settled  upon  a  tract  of  land  which  he  purchased 
from  Peter  Miller  ou  the  19th  day  of  November, 
1784.  This  tract  had  been  warranted  on  the  23d  of 
July,  the  same  year,  and  contained  one  hundred  and 
fifty  acres,  less  so  much  of  it  as  had  been  cut  up  into 
lots  upon  which  the  village  of  Millerstown  had  been 
laid  out.  It  was  the  same  ground  which  is  now  occu- 
pied by  that  portion  of  the  borough  of  Macungie 
lying  east  of  Church  Street.  He  lived  in  a  house 
which  stood  at  the  corner  of  Main  Street  and  the 
road  leading  to  the  village  of  Centreville.  His  wife's 
maiden  name  was  Holienbach,  with  whom  he  lived 
until  his  death,  when  he  was  buried  at  North  Wale.s, 
Pa.  His  wife  was  a  sister  to  the  great-grandmother 
of  ex-Governor  Hartranft,  and  is  buried  at  the  Lehigh 
Church,  this  township. 

Rev.  Van  Buskirk  preached  at  the  said  Lehigh 
Church,  at  Germantown,  and  at  the  Trappe,  visiting 
his  congregations  upon  horseback.  He  paid  a  number 
of  visits  to  the  camp  of  Washington  during  the  Rev- 
olutionary war.  He  built,  and  for  a  long  time  opera- 
ted, the  tannery,  situate  in  Macungie,  which  is  now 
owned  by  his  great-grandson,  James  Singmaster.  He 
was  an  ardent  supporter  of  Adams'  administration, 
and  in  1798,  during  the  excitement  of  what  was  known 
as  "  Erie's  Rebellion,"  his  life  was  attempted.  While 
sitting  in  his  house,  surrounded  by  his  family,  a  bullet 
was  sent  crashing  through  the  window,  but  he  luckily 
escaped  injury.  His  family  numbered  three  sons  and 
four  daughters. 

His  son  George  moved  to  Pottstowu,  where  he 
practiced  medicine.  Jacob  was  an  old  bachelor,  who, 
when  a  young  man,  went  to  York  State,  where  for 
many  years  he  kept  a  hotel  and  accumulated  consid- 
erable property.  When  he  died  his  estate  was  left  to 
go  to  ruin,  and  was  never  settled  up  nor  taken  posses- 
sion of  by  any  of  his  relatives.  John,  a  third  son, 
settled  in  Virginia,  where  he  owned  a  large  plantation 
and  a  large  number  of  slaves.  Later,  however,  he 
sold  out  and  moved  to  Market  Street,  Philadelphia, 
where  he  kept  one  of  the  principal  hotels  of  the  city. 
He  was  married  to  a  Miss  Eckert,  from  Berks  County, 
and  had  two  sons,  one  a  lawyer,  atone  time  Secretary 
of  State  of  Maryland,  where  he  committed  suicide. 


LOWER   MACUNGIE   TOWNSHIP. 


333 


John  is  buried  upon  the  cemetery  of  Solomon's  Lu- 
theran and  Reformed  Church  in  Macungie. 

Lydia,  a  daughter  of  Rev.  Van  Busldrlr,  was  first 
married  to  Adam  Singmaster,  of  Millerstown,  and 
after  his  death  to  Daniel  Good,  of  Upper  Milford. 
Another  of  the  minister's  daughters  was  married  to 
John  Shimer,  living  at  Shimersville.  Charles  S. 
Shimer,  proprietor  of  the  Keystone  House,  Macungie, 
and  E.  S.  Shimer,  the  present  mayor  of  the  city  of 
Allentown,  are  among  her  grandchildren. 

Prominent  among  the  representative  families  of 
this  township  are  the  descendants  of  Adam  Sing- 
master,  who,  when  a  young  man,  came  from  Bucks 
County  to  Millerstown,  where  he  obtained  employ- 
ment in  the  tanner}^  of  the  Rev.  Jacob  Van  Buskirk, 
whose  daughter  Lydia  he  afterwards  married.  On 
the  19th  day  of  September,  1749,  the  ship  "  Patience," 
Hugh  Steel,  captain,  brought  to  this  country  two  hun- 
dred and  seventy  passengers  from  the  Duchy  of  Wiir- 
temberg.  Among  these  was  one  John  Adam  Zang- 
meister,  who  settled  in  Bucks  County,  and  is  supposed 
to  have  been  the  father  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 

After  the  death  of  Rev.  Van  Buskirk,  Adam  Sing- 
master  bought  his  farm,  May  27, 1810,  containing  one 
hundred  and  four  acres  and  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
nine  perches,  for  the  sum  of  two  thousand  five  hun- 
dred and  ninety-five  pounds.  He  settled  thereon  and 
reared  a  family  of  seven  sons — John,  Jacob,  Reu- 
ben, Samuel,  Henry,  William,  and  Charles — and  one 
daughter, — Sarah,  who  is  the  widow  of  William  Miller, 
and  resides  at  Allentown,  at  the  age  of  eighty-three. 

Adam  Singmaster  was  one  of  the  grand  jurors  of 
the  first  Court  of  General  Quarter  Sessions  of  the 
peace  held  at  the  borough  of  Northampton,  for  the 
county  of  Lehigh,  Nov.  30,  1818.  This  court  met  at 
the  house  of  George  Savitz,  and  adjourned  from  there 
to  meet  in  the  upper  story  of  the  county  prison,  pre- 
pared by  the  commissioners  for  holding  the  courts 
of  the  county  of  Lehigh  until  the  court-house  was 
erected.     He  died  July  28,  1820. 

Jacob,  a  son  of  Adam  Singmaster,  became  one  of 
the  pioneers  of  the  tanning  business.  He  started  out 
in  Juniata  County,  where  he  built  for  himself  a  large 
tannery.  He  was  the  founder  of  Tannersville,  in 
Monroe  County,  where  he  built  two  large  steam  tan- 
neries. He  also  built  one  at  Stroudsburg,  where  he 
died  an  old  bachelor  in  1879,  being  a  millionaire. 

Henry  at  one  time  was  in  the  employ  of  his  brother 
Jacob,  and  is  at  present  living  at  Stroudsburg,  upon 
a  property  formerly  owned  by  Jacob.  He  has  a  wife, 
but  no  children. 

Samuel  is  living  in  Iowa,  where  he  and  his  sons 
are  engaged  in  stock-raising  and  importing  horses 
from  France.  He  owns  a  great  deal  of  land,  some  of 
which  he  purchased  directly  from  the  Indians.  He 
is  about  seventy-two  years  of  age,  and  has  a  wife  and 
five  children. 

William  was  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  of  Missouri, 
where  he  owned  considerable  land.     During  the  gold 


excitement  he  joined  a  company  of  his  neighbors, 
who  with  their  ox-teams  crossed  the  Rocky  Moun- 
tains into  California,  where  they  engaged  in  gold- 
digging. 

A  few  months  after  his  arrival  there  he  died  a 
bachelor,  and  was  buried  where  Sacramento  City  is 
now  situate.  Charles  and  Reuben  also  lived  in  Mis- 
souri. 

John  was  the  only  one  of  the  brothers  who  re- 
mained at  home.  After  his  father's  death  he  moved 
upon  the  old  homestead,  where  he  engaged  in  farm- 
ing and  tanning  until  he  died,  Dec.  5,  1877,  at  the 
age  of  eighty.  His  widow  has  reached  the  age  of 
eighty-two,  and  still  resides  in  the  old  stone  farm- 
house in  Macungie  borough. 

John  Singmaster  raised  a  family  of  five  children, 
three  sons  and  two  daughters,  the  latter  of  whom 
have  both  died.  One  had  been  married  to  Col. 
William  Trexler,  of  Longswamp,  Berks  Co.,  the 
other  to  Thomas  Breinig,  residing  at  Breinigsville, 
Upper  Macungie.  His  sons  are  Alexander,  a  well- 
to-do  farmer,  at  one  time  a  commissioner  of  the 
county.  He  is  married  and  has  a  family  of  three 
children.  James  is  in  the  tanning  as  well  as  in 
the  grain,  coal,  and  lumber  business  at  Macungie, 
also  connected  with  the  Macungie  Iron  Company. 
He  is  married  and  has  two  children,  one  a  daughter, 
married  to  William  M.  Weaver,  the  superintendent 
of  the  Macungie  Iron  Company;  the  other  a  son. 
Rev.  J.  A.  Singmaster.  Two  of  his  sons  have  recently 
died,  Howard  and  Walter,  the  latter  of  whom  was  at 
the  time  of  his  death  postmaster  of  Macungie,  presi- 
dent of  the  Lehigh  Telegraph  Company,  of  which  he 
was  one  of  the  originators,  and  was  also  connected  in 
business  with  his  father.  The  third  son  of  John  Sing- 
master, Edwin,  is  a  bachelor,  possessed  of  considerable 
means,  is  engaged  in  no  business,  and  resides  with  his 
mother.  The  three  sons  reside  in  Macungie,  the  old 
homestead  being  owned  by  Alexander. 

Mactmg'ie  Sorough.. — This  ancient  borough,  sit- 
uate at  the  foot  of  South  Mountain,  nine  and  a  half 
miles  south  of  Allentown,  on  the  East  Penn  branch 
of  the  Philadelphia  and  Reading  Railroad,  was  first 
known  under  the  name  of  Millerstown,  which  name 
it  received  from  Peter  Miller,  who  founded  it  in  the 
year  1776.  The  land  forming  its  site  was  conveyed 
by  Lewis  Larose  unto  the  said  Peter  Miller  by  a 
certain  writing,  dated  the  13th  day  of  November,  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  1776.  Peter  Miller,  at  that  time, 
resided  in  what  was  then  known  as  Upper  Hanover 
township,  in  the  county  of  Montgomery,  and  State  of 
Pennsylvania.  By  the  writing  above  referred  to,  Mr. 
Miller  became  possessed  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres 
of  land,  upon  a  part  of  which  he  at  once  proceeded  to 
lay  out  the  village,  by  himself  named  Millerstown. 
He,  thereupon,  sold  twenty-three  lots  in  forty-six 
parts,  each  lot  containing  two  acres  of  land,  and  being 
subject  to  ground  rent. 

On  the  second  day  of  February,  a.d.  1782,  Mr.  Mil- 
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ler  sold  the  balance  of  the  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres 
of  land,  as  well  as  the  revenues  arising  out  of  the 
ground-rents  of  the  said  lots,  to  Bartholomew  Hoover, 
who  obtained  a  patent  upon  the  same  from  the  Hon- 
orable Superior  Executive  Council  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  dated  the  23d  day  of  July,  1784.  In 
November  of  the  same  year,  said  Bartholomew  Hoover 
and  Mary,  his  wife,  reconveyed  this  entire  tract  to 
Peter  Miller. 

The  first  hotel  in  Millerstown  was  an  old  block- 
house, standing  where  the  "  Keystone  House"  now 
stands,  and  was  kept  by  Leonard  Sohlanch. 

The  first  store  was  kept  by  George  Goer,  in  an  old 
block-house,  located  where  the  beautiful  dwelling 
owned  by  James  Singmaster,  and  occupied  by  his  son, 
Eev.  J.  A.  Singmaster,  has  lately  been  erected. 

The  first  school  was  held  in  the  building  now  occu- 
pied by  Jonas  Gerhard  as  a  carriage  factory.  It  is 
related  that  lightning  struck  a  liberty  pole,  standing 
in  front  of  the  building,  during  school  hours,  which 
80  frightened  the  teacher,  Lippert  by  name,  that  he 
dropped  his  rod  and  book,  fell  down  on  his  knees, 
and  commenced  to  pray.  All  the  inhabitants  of 
Upper  and  Lower  Milford,  as  well  as  those  of  Upper 
and  Lower  Macungie,  cast  their  votes  at  the  general 
elections  at  the  old  inn  above  mentioned,  and  the  in- 
habitants of  old  Macungie  township  continued  to  do 
so  until  the  division  of  the  township,  in  1832,  into 
Upper  and  Lower  Macungie.  Large  battalions  were 
held  at  Millerstown  for  many  years,  when  the  sol- 
diery paraded  the  streets,  and  dancing  was  freely  in- 
dulged by  the  country  lads  and  lasses.  The  last  one 
was  held  in  1856,  at  which  time  the  Breinigsville  and 
Millerstown  brass  bands  furnished  the  music. 

At  the  April  term  of  the  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions 
of  Lehigh  County,  1857,  application  was  made  by  cer- 
tain freeholders,  inhabitants  of  the  village  of  Millers- 
town, for  a  charter  of  incorporation.  The  applica- 
tion was  submitted  to  the  grand  jury,  who  reported 
favorably  thereon,  but  upon  a  remonstrance  being 
filed  an  examiner  was  appointed  by  the  court.  After 
the  taking  of  depositions  the  examiner  reported  in 
favor  of  the  incorporation,  and  thereupon  the  court 
dismissed  the  exceptions,  and  on  the  13th  day  of  No- 
vember, 1857,  decreed  "  that  the  said  village  of  Mil- 
lerstown be  incorporated  into  a  borough  in  conformity 
with  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners ;  that  the  corporate 
style  and  title  thereof  shall  be  the  borough  of  Millers- 
town," giving  the  boundaries  in  detail.  It  was  further 
provided  that  the  first  election  should  be  held  on 
Saturday  the  26th  of  December,  1857,  between  the 
hours  of  eight  o'clock  a.m.  and  seven  o'clock  p.m.,  at 
the  public-house  of  Charles  H.  Knauss  in  said  bor- 
ough ;  that  John  Mattern  should  act  as  judge,  and 
Aaron  Erdman  and  John  Shiffert  as  inspectors  of  said 
election ;  and  that  Andrew  Neumoyer,  constable  of 
Lower  Macungie,  should  give  proper  notice  of  the 
holding  of  said  election.  At  the  time  designated  the 
following  named  ofiicers  were  elected,  viz. :  Justices 


of  the  Peace,  Harrison  Miller  and  J.  Peter  Haas; 
Burgess,  James  Singmaster ;  Council,  S.  R.  Eitten- 
house,  J.  Peter  Haas,  Peter  J.  Weiler,  Solomon  Ohl, 
Solomon  Gorr. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  justices  of  the  peace 
since  the  incorporation  of  the  borough  and  the  dates 
of  their  commissions : 


1858.  Harrison  Miller. 

Peter  Haas. 
1860.  Harrison  Miller. 
1863.  Henry  Neiimeyer. 
1865.  Harrison  Miller. 

1869.  James  Christman. 

1870.  Levi  Smoyer. 


1874.  James  Christman. 

1875.  Levi  Smoyer. 

1877.  Oliver  J.  Knauss  (appointed). 

1878.  Oliver  J.  Knauss. 

1879.  J.  F.  M.  Shiffert  (appointed). 

1880.  Zil.  M.  Brobst. 
1883.  0.  J.  Knauss. 


On  the  10th  day  of  March,  1858,  an  act  was  passed 
by  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  making  the  bor- 
ough of  Millerstown  a  separate  election  district. 

At  a  general  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions  held  at  Al- 
lentown,  Sept.  6,  1875,  a  petition  was  presented  by 
one  hundred  and  thirty  inhabitants  of  the  borough  of 
Millerstown,  setting  forth  among  other  things  that  a 
post-oifice  was  located  in  their  borough  named  "  Ma- 
cungie,'' that  a  post-office  was  also  located  at  Millers- 
town, in  the  county  of  Perrj',  same  State,  named 
Millerstown ;  that  the  railroad  station  at  said  borough 
was  named  "  Millerstown,"  and  that  in  consequence 
thereof  letters  and  merchandise  addressed  "Millers- 
town," were  often  miscarried,  occasioning  much  in- 
convenience and  delay;  therefore  praying  that  the 
name  of  their  borough  be  changed  to  the  "Borough 
of  Macungie.'' 

The  matter  was  presented  to  the  consideration  of 
the  grand  jury,  who  recommended  that  the  change  be 
made  as  prayed  for,  which  recommendation  was  con- 
firmed by  the  court  on  the  8th  day  of  November,  a.d. 
1875. 

The  present  ofiicers  of  the  borough  are  as  follows, 
to  wit : 

Burgess,  Charles  Bieber;  Council,  William  Wal- 
bert ;  Secretary,  John  L.  Reinhard ;  President,  James 
F.  Shaffer;  Treasurer,  James  Neumoyer,  William 
Haines,  Al.  Diehl ;  Justices  of  the  Peace,  O.  J.  Knauss, 
Tilghman  M.  Brobst;  Assessor,  John  Rems;  School 
Directors,  William  J.  Hoxworth,  Henry  Neumoyer, 
J.  D.  Erdman,  James  Haines,  Jr.,  John  Neumoyer, 
William  Wimmet. 

The  borough  now  contains  five  churches,  a  post- 
office,  railroad  depot  (the  East  Penn  branch  of  the 
Philadelphia  and  Reading),  express  and  telegraph 
offices,  school-house,  Odd-Fellows'  hall,  steam  roller- 
mills,  tannery,  two  grain-,  lumber-,  and  coal-yards, 
two  hardware-stores,  two  saddler-shops,  three  stores, 
two  drug-stores,  two  milliner-shops,  cigar  manufac- 
tory, organ  and  sewing-machine  shop,  tinsmith,  three 
tailor-shops,  four  hotels,  four  restaurants,  three  car- 
riage factories,  one  shoe-store,  two  shoe-shops,  two 
livery  stables,  a  bank,  foundry,  saw-mill,  two  butcher- 
shops,  brick-yard,  furniture-store,  barber-shop,  black- 
smithery,  six  physicians,  one  dentist,  and  one  lawyer. 
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The  population  of  the  borough  by  the  census  of  1880 
was  seven  hundred  and  one. 

The  roller-mill  of  Fritch  Brothers  &  Bogle,  situate 
in  this  borough,  is  among  the  finest  and  most  success- 
ful flouring-mills  in  the  State,  and  in  fact  is  hardly 
anywhere  excelled.  Starting  with  a  small  capital  but 
a  few  years  ago,  this  firm,  consisting  of  Dr.  D.  D. 
Fritch,  Nathan  Fritch,  and  Harry  Bogle,  have  suc- 
ceeded in  establishing  their  business  upon  a  firm  and 
prosperous  basis.  They  convert  daily  from  eight 
hundred  to  nine  hundred  bushels  of  wheat  into  the 
very  best  quality  of  flour,  for  which  they  find  a  ready 
market  throughout  the  entire  State.  Farmers  come 
to  this  mill  from  a  radius  of  fifteen  and  twenty  miles, 
exchanging  their  grain  for  flour.  Dr.  Fritch  is  a  born 
mechanic,  of  remarkable  business  tact  and  energy,  and 
superintends  the  minutest  details  of  the  running  of 
this  mill.  During  1883  he  superintended  the  intro- 
duction of  the  roller  system  upon  his  own  plans,  and 
■without  the  aid  of  a  skilled  machinist,  and  did  it  so 
successfully  that  the  running  of  the  mill  was  stopped 
for  only  two  weeks.  The  mill  is  a  fine  three-story 
brick  structure  with  a  spacious  grain  elevator  attached, 
and  is  connected  by  a  siding  with  the  main  track  of 
the  Reading  Railroad. 

The  Lehigh  Telegraph  Company.— The  Macungie 
and  East  Texas  Telegraph  Company,  of  which  the 
Lehigh  Telegraph  Company  is  the  successor,  was 
organized  at  Macungie  (where  it  has  its  main  office) 
on  the  13th  day  of  September,  in  the  year  1876.  The 
following  were  elected  as  the  first  board  of  managers : 
Walter  F.  Singmaster,  president ;  I.  H.  Kalb,  vice- 
president  ;  J.  D.  Erdman,  treasurer ;  A.  M.  Butter- 
week,  secretary  ;  O.  Neumoyer,  general  manager ;  and 
B.  F.  Diehl,  superintendent. 

Two  and  one-half  miles  was  the  entire  length  of 
the  line  then  owned  by  the  company,  extending  from 
Macungie  to  the  village  of  East  Texas.  The  follow- 
ing year  the  line  was  extended  northward  to  the  city 
of  Allentown,  and  southward  to  Kraussdale.  The 
success  of  the  enterprise  was  now  apparent;  applica- 
tions for  the  extension  of  the  line  came  pouring  in 
from  the  neighboring  towns  and  villages;  hence  it 
became  necessary,  in  order  to  make  the  institution  a 
permanent  success,  to  procure  a  new  charter,  more 
extended  in  its  privileges,  as  the  original  charter  was 
too  limited. 

In  the  spring  of  1878  a  new  charter  was  procured, 
changing  the  name  to  that  of  the  Lehigh  Telegraph 
Company,  with  privileges  for  extending  lines  to  all 
parts  of  the  commonwealth.  The  extension  of  lines 
was  now  rapidly  pushed,  and  ofiices  established  at 
Reading,  Norristown,  Boyertown,  Quakertown,  Potts- 
town,  Slatington,  Mauch  Chunk,  Philadelphia,  and 
intermediate  points.  Afterwards,  by  an  arrangement 
with  the  ■'  American  Union,"  messages  were  sent  over 
this  line  to  all  parts  of  the  world. 

From  the  very  outset  the  company  has  been  paying 
dividends  regularly,  averaging  from  five  to  eight  per 


cent,  per  annum.  In  September,  1882,  its  president, 
Walter  F.  Singmaster,  died,  and  the  following  organ- 
ization was  effected,  to  wit:  President,  J.  D.  Erd- 
man; Vice-President,  I.  Y.  Krauss;  Treasurer,  John 
Rems ;  Secretary,  E.  M.  S.  Beaver ;  Solicitor,  E.  R. 
Lichtenwallner,  Esq. 

Fries'  Rebellion,  or  the  House  Tax  War.— This 
borough  is  remarkable  as  one  of  the  places  distin- 
guished for  its  opposition  to  the  collection  of  a  direct 
tax,  known  as  the  house  tax,"  by  the  Federal  govern- 
ment in  1798-99, — "  In  den  schreckens  Zeiten.'' 

Those  opposed  to  this  tax  were  wont  to  meet  in  the 
upper  chamber  of  a  certain  house  situate  in  this  town, 
prominent  among  whom  was  one  John  Fries,  of  Lower 
Milford,  who  was  afterwards  tried  at  Easton,  Pa.,  for 
treason,  convicted,  and  sentenced  to  be  hung ;  but  was 
subsequently  pardoned  by  John  Adams.  To  quell 
this  insurrection,  troops,  in  obedience  to  Adams'  in- 
struction, were  raised  in  Lancaster  County. 

Several  companies  marched  from  Lancaster  April 
1,  1799,  one  of  which,  coming  by  way  of  Reading, 
arrived  at  Millerstown,  as  it  was  then  called,  and  en- 
camped in  Shaffer's  woods  adjoining  the  town.  A 
number  of  citizens,  spotted  by  those  in  sympathy  with 
the  government,  were  here  taken  prisoners  and  re- 
moved to  Bethlehem.  After  an  attempt  had  there 
been  made  by  Henry  Jarrett,  captain  of  the  Light 
Horse  brigade,  to  release  them,  they  were  removed  to 
the  city  of  Philadelphia.  On  the  breaking  out  of  the 
yellow  fever  they  were  again  removed  to  Norristown, 
where  they  were  imprisoned  until  a  change  in  the 
control  of  the  government  was  effected,  when  they 
were  all  set  free.  David  Shaffer,  a  resident  of  this 
town,  died  in  prison  at  Norristown,  leaving  a  wife  and 
two  children.  Michael  Schmoyer,  Sr.,  died  at  the  same 
time  while  prisoner  at  Norristown.  His  son,  Michael, 
now  resides  a  short  distance  South  of  Macungie. 

The  Borough  Schools.— No  regular  school-house 
was  built  in  this  borough  until  the  year  1840.  Pre- 
vious to  that  time  schools  were  held  in  private  houses 
and  shops.  An  old  log  house  standing  where  Aaron 
Erdman's  store  now  stands,  a  one-story  frame  house, 
situate  on  Peter  Weiler's  lot,  the  old  stone  house  now 
occupied  by  Mrs.  Shulze,  and  Jonas  Gerhard's  car- 
riage-factory were  all  used  at  various  times  for  this 
purpose.  The  teachers  during  this  time  were  paid 
directly  by  the  patrons,  and  such  as  were  unable  to 
do  so  were  aided  by  the  township  authorities,  who 
paid  their  children's  tuition. 

In  1840  the  first  regular  school-house  was  built,  on 
what  is  now  called  School  Alley.  The  building  was 
of  stone,  and  still  stands,  having  been  recently  con- 
verted into  a  dwelling  by  J.  F.  M.  Shiffert. 

The  desks  ran  parallel  through  the  entire  length  of 
the  room,  raised  one  above  the  other,  with  an  aisle 
along  the  walls.  Several  years  after  the  erection  of 
this  building  the  common-school  law  was  accepted  by 
the  district,  and  it  then  became  a  free  school,  under 
the  supervision  of  Lower  Macungie  township. 
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Some  of  the  teachers  of  this  school  were  the  fol- 
lowing: Howl,  Crout,  Gibbons,  Nash,  Harrison,  Mil- 
ler, Samuel  Lorash,  Miss  Euther,  Wagoner,  Shade, 
Hoxworth,  Fair,  Joseph  Nicholson  (who  was  the  first 
English-speaking  teacher  in  the  district),  Charles 
Shoemaker,  James  Christman,  Annie  E.  Eems,  Emily 
Hoyt,  and  Henry  Neumeyer.  The  terms  were  from 
four  to  five  months'  duration. 

Macungie  Institute. — In  the  year  1856  a  number 
of  the  citizens  of  the  town  and  the  immediate  vicin- 
ity, realizing  the  insufficiency  of  the  then  existing 
schools,  and  desiring  to  provide  for  their  children  a 
more  liberal  education,  determined  upon  the  estab- 
lishment of  what  was  afterwards  known  as  the  Ma- 
cungie  Institute.  A  company  was  organized  with  a 
capital  of  thirteen  hundred  dollars.  The  same  year 
a  half-acre  lot  of  ground,  situate  at  the  extreme  east- 
ern end  of  Main  Street,  in  said  town,  was  purchased 
from  Joseph  Wesco  for  the  sum  of  fifty  dollars,  and 
a  substantial,  well-built,  two-story  brick  building 
erected  thereon,  at  a  cost  of  eighteen  hundred  dollars. 
After  being  well  supplied  with  charts,  maps,  globes, 
and  other  material,  the  school  was  opened  on  the  17th 
day  of  November,  1856,  with  sixteen  scholars  in  at- 
tendance. In  less  than  three  months  this  number 
was  increased  to  thirty-five,  while  in  1857  the  attend- 
ance swelled  to  eighty-five.  O.  S.  Fell  was  the  prin- 
cipal, with  Miss  Mary  A.  McGee  as  his  assistant,  and 
Dr.  8.  E.  Eittenhouse  lecturer  on  hygiene. 

The  course  of  instruction  embraced  the  common 
branches  of  an  English  education.  Physical  geogra- 
phy, natural  philosophy,  algebra,  and  mensuration 
were  among  the  branches  taught,  while  a  literary 
society  was  formed  for  mutual  improvement.  In  1860, 
however,  it  was  found  that  the  income  of  the  school 
was  not  sufficient  to  meet  the  current  expenses,  and 
having  already  contracted  a  debt  of  seven  hundred 
dollars,  the  building  was  rented  to  the  public  school 
board  of  Macungie  for  three  months,  and  in  the  year 
1862  the  entire  property  was  sold  to  the  said  school 
board  at  a  figure  barely  covering  the  above-stated  in- 
debtedness. Some  of  the  most  prominent  professional 
and  business  men  of  this  borough  were  among  its 
pupils.  The  school  directors  at  that  time  were  the 
following:  James  Singmaster,  Joseph  Bortz,  Edwin 
Haines,  A.  W.  Jacoby,  Wayne  Bitting,  and  J.  Peter 
Haas. 

In  1871  the  number  of  scholars  became  so  large 
that  an  addition  was  built  to  the  school-house,  and 
another  school  was  formed,  making  a  total  of  three 
schools  or  departments, — "  grammar,"  "  secondary  " 
and  "primary." 

These  schools  have  been  taught  since  1862  by  the 
following  teachers,  to  wit:  James  Van  Buskirk,  Viola 
J.  Hartshorn,  A.  H.  Berlin,  Charles  Swenk,  M.  J. 
Kramlich,  Eugene  Bieber,  T.  F.  Emmens,  Frank  W. 
Siegfried,  James  S.  Biery  (now  an  ex-Congressman 
practicing  law  at  Allentown),  William  Muhlenberg^ 
Samuel  C.  Lee,  George  Hefiner,  E.  S.  Hittle  S.  W 


Witman,  E.  J.  Belong,  Hoyt  Wightman,  of  the 
grammar  school  ;  and  Annie  E.  Eems,  Oliver  Neu- 
moyer,  Hannah  Thomas,  Alice  Newhard,  Emma 
Shoemaker,  Lizzie  Edmunds,  Miss  Ida  Baughman, 
and  John  Eems,  of  the  secondary  and  primary  schools. 
The  present  teachers  are  the  following :  Alvin  Eupp, 
the  grammar;  Miss  Ada  M.  Donelly,  the  secondary; 
and  Miss  Fannie  M.  Ihrie,  the  primary. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  school  directors  of  the 
borough  since  1870,  with  the  dates  of  their  election : 


187(1.  W.  B.  Erdman,  M.D. 

F.  H.  Eems. 
B.  Mntli. 

J.  Shaffer. 

J.  Miller. 

J.  F.  M.  Shiffert. 
1871.  Dr.  Thomas  Strosser. 
1873.  A.  Lingmaeter. 

G.  F.  Egner. 

1875.  M.  D.  Lichtenwallner. 
James  Haines. 

1876.  Br.  H.  M.  ScheU. 


1879.  W.  G.  Walbert. 

W.  F.  Singmaster. 
A.  K.  Besh. 

1881.  Dr.  J.  D.  Erdman. 
Dr.  Thomas  Strasser. 

I  W.  J,  Hoxworth. 

1882.  Henry  Nenmoyer. 
I  William  Wimmer. 

1883.  James  Haines. 
Jolin  Neumoyer. 

1884.  Br.  J.  D.  Erdman. 
Dr.  Thomas  Strasser. 


1S78.  Henry  Neumoyer, 

Solomon's  Reformed  and  Lutheran  Church.'— In 

1841,  John  Shiflfert,  Solomon  Wescoe,  and  others  con- 
ceived the  idea  of  building  a  church  for  worship  of 
Almighty  God.  Solomon  Wescoe  donated  for  the 
purpose  on  Church  Street,  which  derived  its  name 
from  this  fact,  one-half  acre  of  land,  on  which  was 
erected  a  plain,  substantial  stone  edifice  jointly  by 
Lutheran  and  Eeformed  Church  members.  This 
church  was  altered  and  modernized  in  1870,  and 
again  in  1881  it  was  repainted  and  put  into  a  fitting 
condition  for  the  purpose  for  which  erected. 

The  churchyard  was  used  for  burial  purpbses  until 
1869,  when  an  acre  of  land  was  bought  from  Eli 
Lichtenwallner,  for  five  hundred  dollars,  which  was 
cut  up  into  family  burial  plots,  and  in  which  now 
the  dead  members  of  the  congregation  are  buried. 
The  pastors  serving  the  congregation  are  as  follows  on 
both  Eeformed  and  Lutheran  sides.  Eeformed  pas- 
tors:  Samuel  Hess,  from  fall  of  1843  to  1845;  Henry 
Bassler,  from  October,  1845,  to  May,  1848;  John  S. 
Kepler,  D.D.,  1848  to  1850  ;  J.  B.  Poerner,  May  19, 
1850,  to  May  30,  1852;  Daniel  Zellers,  March  28, 
1853,  to  March  16, 1857  ;  A.  J.  G.  Dubbs,  Oct.  3, 1857, 
to  May  15,  1876  ;  Thomas  N.  Eeber,  May  15,  1876,  to 
present  date.  Lutheran  pastors  :  Benjamin  German, 
1841-48 ;  William  German,  1848-51 ;  Jeremiah  Schin- 
del,  1851-56;  Joshua  Yeager,  1856-67;  Alfred  D. 
Croll,  1867-68  ;  William  Eath,  1868  to  present  time. 

It  might  add  intere.st  to  the  historical  sketch  of  this 
congregation  to  know  that  a  defection  took  place  in 
1867  under  the  pastorate  of  Eev.  Alfred  D.  Croll.  He 
changed  his  ecclesiastical  relation  from  one  to  the 
other  Synod  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  going  over  from 
the  old  to  what  is  termed  the  New  School  Lutherans, 
and  drawing  on  both  congregations,  Eeformed  and 
Lutheran,  he  had  erected  under  his  guidance  what  is 


1  By  Rev.  Thomas  N.  Eeber. 
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now  St.  Matthew's  Lutheran  Church  of  Macungie. 
The  matter  ended  in  a  hiwsuit  in  which  the  reverend 
gentleman  was  allowed  to  continue  to  preach  through 
and  to  end  of  year,  notwitlistanding  the  doors  having 
been  barred  against  his  entrance. 

It  would  leave  this  sketch  unfinished  if  we  would 
not  say  that  because  Solomon  Wescoe  donated  the 
land  the  church  was  named  after  him, — Solomon's 
Church.  He  lies  buried  in  the  burial-ground  of  the 
church.  The  congregations  have  during  this  time 
sustained  and  upheld  the  largest  Sunday-school  in  the 
country  surrounding,  averaging  two  hundred  and 
eighty-five  scholars.  The  congregation  is  numeri- 
cally and  financially  weak,  yet  it  is  an  example  for 
liberality  for  all  the  surrounding  country  congrega- 
tions. 

St.  Matthew's  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church. — 
Rev.  Alfred  D.  CroU  was  the  Lutheran  minister  of 
Solomon's  Lutheran  and  Reformed  Church  at  Macun- 
gie until  the  year  1868.  At  that  time  he  left  the 
ministerium  of  Pennsylvania  of  the  General  Council, 
and  joined  the  East  Pennsylvania  Classis  Synod  of 
the  General  Synod.  This  action  created  a  great  deal 
of  dissatisfaction  on  the  part  of  many  of  the  mem- 
bers, insomuch  that  they  locked  the  church  door 
upon  him.  His  adherents  broke  open  the  church 
and  took  possession.  Great  excitement  and  a  long 
lawsuit  were  the  consequences.  Rev.  Croll  main- 
tained that  he  had  been  elected  to  serve  a  year,  and 
that  he  could  not  be  turned  out  until  the  year  was  up. 
This  point  was  decided  in  his  favor,  and  he  accord- 
ingly preached  to  the  end  of  his  term.  Immediately 
thereafter  he  and  his  adherents,  numbering  about 
one  hundred,  left  the  old  church  and  set  about  pro- 
curing a  house  of  their  own.  A  lot  of  ground  situate 
alongside  of  the  Macungie  Institute  property  on  East 
Main  Street  was  donated  by  James  Singmaster,  and 
in  1869  the  present  brick  structure  was  erected 
thereon  at  a  cost  of  six  thousand  five  hundred  dol- 
lars, all  of  which  was  raised  by  subscription.  The 
building  committee  consisted  of  James  Singmaster, 
.J^ohn  Mattern,  and  Samuel  Meyer. 

Rev.  Croll  preached  in  this  church  for  four  years, 
until  his  death,  June  19,  1876,  and  was  succeeded  by 
Rev.  W.  J.  Cutter,  a  German,  who  had  served  ten 
years  as  a  missionary  in  India.  After  him  came,  in 
the  order  named,  Revs.  E.  Daren  (1878-79),  D.  E. 
Read  (1880),  William  H.  Lewers  (1881),  and  William 
G.  Mennig  (supply  for  several  months).  In  Novem- 
ber, 1882,  Rev.  J.  Alden  Singmaster,  the  present 
pastor,  was  installed,  and  now  supplies  the  pulpit 
regularly. 

In  1881  the  church  was  broken  into  during  the 
night,  and  a  number  of  articles  stolen  therefrom. 
The  corner-stone  of  the  church  was  broken  out  and 
rifled  of  its  contents  during  the  same  night.  The 
thief  was  soon  after  caught,  tried,  and  convicted,  and 
is  at  present  in  the  Eastern  Penitentiary  of  Pennsyl- 
vania serving  out  a  term  of  ten  years.  The  present 
22 


membership  of  the  church  is  about  seventy.  The 
Sabbath-school  numbers  about  one  hundred  members. 
Al.  Diehl  is  the  present  superintendent. 

German  Baptist  Church. — In  the  year  1852  some 
differences  and  difficulties  arose  among  the  members 
of  Solomon's  Lutheran  and  Reformed  Church  of  this 
borough.  In  consequence  thereof  about  eighteen  of 
its  members  left  the  church,  started  the  German  Bap- 
tist Church,  and  held  prayer-meetings  in  private 
houses. 

On  the  20th  day  of  February,  a.d.  1853,  Manasses 
Baer,  of  Upper  Milford  township,  for  and  in  consid- 
eration of  the  sum  of  twenty  dollars,  deeded  one- 
quarter  of  an  acre  of  ground,  situate  a  half-square 
above  the  old  church  on  Church  Street,  to  John  Back- 
ensto  and  Joseph  Wieand,  trustees  of  the  Baptist 
Church,  and  in  the  same  year  a  small  stone  house  of 
worship  was  built  thereon  at  a  cost  of  six  hundred 
dollars.  William  Desh  was  elected  elder  and  preacher, 
with  Henry  Desh  and  William  Mohr  as  deacons. 
Later  these  two  deacons  preached  in  this  church  and 
also  elsewhere  throughout  the  county. 

In  1868  the  old  house  was  torn  down,  and  the  pres- 
ent brick  church  erected  on  its  site.  This  is  a  two- 
story  structure,  the  Sunday-school  being  held  in  the 
basement.  The  congregation  perform  the  old  rite  of 
"  feet- washing,"  and  generally  perform  their  baptis- 
mal ceremonies  in  a  small  creek  running  through  the 
farm  of  Nathan  Gehman,  one  of  its  members,  who 
has  fitted  up  a  small  dam  close  to  his  house,  situate  a 
half-mile  from  the  church,  especially  for  this  purpose. 
William  Desh,  who  resides  at  Centreville,  still 
preaches  regularly  for  this  congregation,  which  has 
at  present  a  membership  of  about  fifty.  Al.  Desh  is 
the  superintendent  of  its  Sunday-school. 

Lea  Street  Baptist  Church.— About  the  year  1873 
a  faction  of  the  German  Baptist  Church  led  by  Aaron 
Erdman  favored  the  joining  of  the  Conference  of  the 
German  Baptist  Church  of  America.  This  action 
was  opposed  by  a  majority  of  its  members,  and  led  to 
considerable  discussion.  The  Erdman  faction  were 
also  in  favor  of  dropping  the  rite  of  feet-washing. 
These  controversies  gave  rise  to  diflSculties  among  its 
members,  which  apparently  could  not  be  adjusted. 
In  the  year  above  stated,  therefore,  Aaron  Erdman, 
with  about  a  dozen  other  members,  left  the  old  church, 
and  at  once  built  a  new  two-story  frame  house  of  wor- 
ship on  Lea  Street,  which  is  now  often  referred  to  as 
Erdman's  church.  The  pastors  of  this  church  have 
been  Revs.  Longer,  Henry  Desh,  and  Lewy,  the  last 
of  whom  is  a  converted  Jew.  For  the  past  two  years 
they  have  had  no  regular  supply.  The  Sabbath- 
school  is  held  in  the  basement,  and  numbers  about 
one  hundred  members.  Squire  T.  M.  Brobst  has  been 
its  superintendent  for  a  good  many  years.  The  mem- 
bership of  the  church  is  about  twenty-five  at  present. 
The  Evang'elical  Association  of  Macungie. — 
Upwards  of  thirty-five  years  ago  this  religious  sect 
was  organized,  and  held  its  meetings  in  a  frame  house, 
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are  held  in  Odd-Fellows'  Hall. 

Macungie  Lodge,  No.  75,  K.  of  P.,  the  first  lodge 


at  that  time  known  under  the  name  of  "  Free  Hall," 
situate  on  the  south  side  and  at  the  western  end  of 
Main  Street. 

About  forty  years  ago  a  temperance  movement  was 
organized  in  the  town,  but  no  place  could  be  procured 
in  which  to  hold  meetings.     Thereupon  a  stock  com- 
pany was  formed,  money  was  subscribed,  and  a  build- 
ing (one  and  a  half  story  frame)  was  erected  upon  a 
lot  of  ground  owned  by  George  Miller.     This  building 
was  called  "Free  Hall,"  and  was  intended  to  supply 
a  long-felt  want,  meetings  of  various  kinds  being  held 
therein.     In  a  few  years,  however,  debts  were   con- 
tracted thereon,  and  the  property  was   sold  by  the 
sheriff  to  George  Miller.     About  this  time  the  Evan- 
gelical Association  was  founded,  and,  having  no  place 
in  which  to  hold  its  meetings,  Mr.  Miller,  who  was 
one  of  its  original  members,  erected  a  rough  pulpit 
and  placed  a  number  of  benches  in  the  hall  aforesaid, 
and  gave  the  free  use  thereof  to  the  association,  he 
also  paying  for  all  light  and  fuel.     The  association 
used  this  hall  for  its  services  and  worship  until  Dec. 
31,  1870,  when,  a  few  months  before  his  death,  Mr. 
Miller  donated  the  property  to  them  and  to  their  suc- 
cessors forever.     Their  membership  at  this  time  num- 
bered about  twenty-five,  and  they  immediately  pro- 
ceeded to  repaint  and  refit  the  building,  dedicating  it 
in  July  of  the  next  year.     It  is  a  frame  building  of 
respectable  proportions,  and  has  an  inviting  appear- 
ance.   The  congregation  has  not  increased  in  member- 
ship, but  has  maintained  regular  services.     Though 
weak  in  numbers,  it  has  some  very  active  and  faithful 
workers. 

This  congregation,  together  with  others  at  Wescoes- 
ville,  Cedarville,  and  East  Texas,  forms  what  is  known 
as  the  Lehigh  Circuit  of  the  Allentown  District. 

The  pulpit  was  supplied  prior  to  1869  by  the  Eevs. 
Adams,  Hess,  Fehr,  Worman,  Ziegenfuss,  Seyfrit, 
Wieand,  Smoyer,  Kembel,  Lichtenwallner,  and  Dis- 
singer;  since  that  time  the  following  have  preached 
here  in  the  order  named  :  Eevs.  S.  Ely,  F.  Seagrist,  J. 
Wenner,  0.  Baker,  E.  Butz,  and  A.  W.  Warfel,  the 
last  of  whom  ofiiciates  at  present. 

An  excellently  managed  Sunday-school  of  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty  members  is  presided  over  by  Miss 
Annie  E.  Eems,  who  has  been  its  efficient  and  faithful 
superintendent  for  many  years. 

Societies  and  Orders.— Friendly  Lodge,  No.  85, 
I.  O.  of  0.  F.,  was  chartered  June  19,  1843,  and  the 
first  meeting  held  July  25,  1843,  with  the  following 
charter  members :  Benjamin  Eupp,  N.  G. ;  G.  P.  Brey- 
fogel,  V.  G. ;  Herman  Eupp,  Sec. ;  H.  Miller,  Treas.; 
Benneville  Yoder,  P.  H.  Kaiser,  Charles  Hittle,  Peter 
Mertz,  Henry  Groff,  John  Mattern,  George  Wertz 
Daniel  Yerke,  and  Aaron  Butterweck.  It  has  at 
present  sixty-eight  members.  The  officers  are  as  fol- 
lows: Frank  Ohl,  N.  G. ;  T.  D.  Koons,  V.  G. ;  Sec, 
Frank  B.  Wesco ;  William  Wolbert,  Treas.     Meetings 


of  this  order  in  the  county,  was  chartered  June  3, 
A.D.  1868.  On  the  same  day  the  first  meeting  was 
held,  with  the  following  charter  members:  F.  B. 
Wesco,  V.  P.;  Julius  Holstein,  W.  C. ;  George  F. 
Knauss,  V.  C. ;  M.  H.  Miller,  E.  S. ;  M.  D.  Lichten- 
wallner, F.  S. ;  Herman  Phillips,  B. ;  E.  S.  Marstellar, 
G. ;  Amos  Parker,  I.  S. ;  and  James  Haines,  O.  S. 
The  present  membership  is  forty-two,  and  the  officers 
for  1884  are  Henry  A.  Chrlstman,  S.  P.  C. ;  Charles 
Bauer,  C.  C. ;  Eeuben  F.  Moyer,  V.  0. ;  Daniel  Christ- 
man,  Pr. ;  Charles  Meyer,  K.  of  E.  and  S. ;  William 
G.  Walbert,  M.  of  E. ;  George  F.  Knauss,  M.  of  F.  ; 
C.  O.  Fogel,  M.  at  A. ;  William  Dankel,  J.  G.;  Her- 
man Kramer,  O.  G. ;  Eepresentative  to  Grand  Lodge, 
Charles  Meyer ;  Trustees,  Charles  Meyer,  John  L. 
Eeinhard,  and  Eeuben  F.  Meyer.  Meetings  are  held 
at  Odd-Fellows'  Hall. 

"The  Macungie  Beneficial  Association"  was  char- 
tered March  5, 1884,  with  forty  charter  members.  ■  The 
following  are  its  officers :  President,  J.  D.  Erdman ; 
Vice-President,  Charles  H.  Moll;  Secretary,  O.  P. 
Knauss;  Treasurer,  John  Eems;  Trustees,  Ellis  E. 
Lichtenwallner,  Horace  F.  Neumoyer,  and  William 
H.  Klotz ;  J.,  Herman  Kramer.  Meet  in  Odd-Fel- 
lows' Hall. 

"  The  Macungie  Dramatic  Association"  was  organ- 
ized in  December,  1881,  with  the  following  member- 
ship :  Ellis  E.  Lichtenwallner,  president  and  stage 
manager;  Charles  H.  Moll,  busine.ss  manager;  0.  J. 
Knauss,  treas. ;  Hoyt  Wightman,  sec. ;  Frank  S.  Ohl, 
stage  artist;  Ida  Meyer,  Cornelia  H.  Shimer,  Annie 
C.  Schulze,  Annie  E.  Hertzog,  Ada  M.  Donnelly, 
Minnie  Shimer,  George  B.  Walbert,  Louis  S.  Klotz, 
O.  P.  Knauss,  John  Eadler,  Charles  Stabler,  Herbert 
Shiffert,  A.  B.  Mensch,  Kehl  Markley,  and  George 
Wimmer.     The  meetings  are  held  in  Meyer's  Hall. 

Centreville.— This  village  lies  very  close  to  the 
borough  of  Macungie,  and  is  often  referred  to  as  East 
Millerstown  or  East  Macungie.  Its  history  is  identi- 
cal with  that  of  Macungie,  where  all  its  mail  matter 
is  directed,  as  it  has  no  post-office  of  its  own.  The 
oldest  house  in  the  town  is  its  only  hotel,  which  was 
kept  by  George  Gorr,  at  which  time  Andy  Mohr  lived 
in  a  house  on  the  corner  of  the  street  across  the  way. 
Its  oldest  and  fondest  associations  cluster  about  its 
school  property,  which  was  donated  by  John  Wetzel 
and  wife  to  certain  trustees  and  their  successors  by 
their  indenture  dated  Aug.  21,  1790.  As  this  is  an 
instrument  fraught  with  more  than  ordinary  interest, 
it  is  hereto  appended  in  full : 


"This  Indenture,  made  tbe  twenty-flret  day  of  August,  ii,  the  year  of 
our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety,  and  in  the  American 
Independence  tlie  Fourteenth,  Between  John  Wetzel,  of  Macungie 
townsliip,  in  the  cou.ity  of  Northampton  and  Commonwealth  of  Penn- 
sj-lvan.a,  Ksquire,  n.id  Jane,  his  wife,  of  the  one  part,  and  Daniel  Good, 
of  Upper  Milford  townsliip,  in  the  said  county  of  Northampton,  and 
Isaac  Jarrelt,  of  the  said  township  of  Macungie,  both  trustees,  of  the 
other  part, 

"  Witnesseth,  that  the  said  John  Wetzol  and  Jane,  his  wife,  for  and 
in  consideration  of  the  sum  of  Twenty  Shillings  in  Specie,  to  them  in 
hand  well  and  truly  paid  hy  them,  the  said  Daniel  Good  and  Isaac  Jar- 
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rett,  at  and  before  the  ensealing  and  delivery  hereof,  the  receipt  whereof 
they  do  hereby  acknowledge,  and  thereof  acquit  and  forever  discharge 
the  said  Daniel  Good  and  Isaac  Jarrett,  their  heirs,  executora,  adminis- 
trators, and  assigns,  and  successor  or  successors,  by  these  presents  have 
granted,  bargained,  sold,  released,  and  confirmed,  and  by  these  presents 
do  grant,  bargain,  soil,  release,  and  contirm  unto  tbem,  the  said  Daniel 
Good  and  Isaac  Jarrett,  as  trustees,  to  their  heire  and  assigns,  their  suc- 
cessor or  successors,  to  and  for  the  sole  purpose  of  building,  erecting, 
and  holding  a  common  and  united  Lutheran  and  Reformed  house  of 
schooling,  and  to  keep  the  instructions  for  the  youth,  &c.,  therein,  All 
that  certain  lot,  piece,  or  parcel  of  ground  situate,  lying,  and  being  in 
the  said  township  of  Macungie,  Beginning  at  a  stone  corner,  in  a  line 
of  land  of  Edward  Jarrett ;  thence  by  the  same  North  fifty-eight  perches 
to  a  white  oak  sapling;  thence  by  the  said  John  Wetzel's  land,  and 
partly  a  public  road.  South  thirty-six  degrees  and  a  half.  East  twenty- 
two  perches  and  a  half  to  a  stone.  South  twenty-five  degrees.  East  Sev- 
enteen perches  to  a  stone,  and  South  forty  degrees,  West  thirly-two 
perches,  to  the  place  of  Beginning,  Containing  three  acres  one  hundred 
and  nineteen  perches  of  land,  and  the  allowance  of  six  per  cent,  for 
roads,  etc.  It  being  a  part  of  a  certain  tract  of  land  of  about  sixty-three 
acres,  which  the  Honorable,  the  Supreme  Executive  Council,  of  the 
said  Commonwealth,  by  patent  of  the  fourteenth  day  of  June,  A.D.  1783, 
under  the  hand  of  His  Excellency  John  Dickenson,  Esquire,  President 
of  the  said  Supreme  Executive  Council,  and  the  great  seal  of  the  said 
Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  for  the  consideration  therein  men- 
tioned, granted,  and  confirmed  unto  the  said  John  Wetzel  in  fee,  under 
the  reservation  of  the  fifth  part  of  all  gold  and  silver  ore  for  the  use  of 
the  said  Commonwealth,  to  be  delivered  at  the  pit's  mouth  clear  of  all 
charges. 

"  As  in  and  by  the  said  recited  patent,  enrolled  in  the  Bolls  oflBces  at 
Philadelphia,  in  patent  book  No.  2,  page  39,  more  at  large  will  appear. 

"Together  also  with,  all  and  singular,  the  buildings  and  improve- 
ments, ways,  woods,  waters,  water-courses,  rights,  liberties,  privileges, 
hereditaments,  and  appurtenances  whatsoever  thereunto  belonging,  or 
in  any  wise  appertaining,  and  the  reversions  and  remainders,  reuts, 
issues,  and  profits  thereof,  and  all  the  estate,  right,  titles,  interest,  use, 
possession,  property,  claim,  and  demand  whatsoever,  both  in  law  and 
equity,  or  otherwise,  howsoever,  of  them,  the  said  John  Wetzel  and  Jane, 
his  wife,  of,  in,  and  to  the  same,  and  every  part  or  parcel  thereof,  to  have 
and  to  hold  the  said  described  lot  or  piece  of  three  acres  one  hundred 
and  nineteen  perches  of  land,  and  the  allowance,  as  aforesaid  heredita- 
ments and  premises  hereby  granted,  or  mentioned,  or  intended  so  to  be, 
with  the  appurtenances  unto  the  paid  Daniel  Good  and  Isaac  Jarrett,  their 
successor  or  successors,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  to  the  only  proper  use 
and  behoof  of  the  said  Daniel  Good  and  Isaac  Jarrett,  their  successor  or 
successors,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  in  fee  forever.  In  trust,  nevertheless, 
to  and  for  the  sole  purpose  of  a  common  and  united  Lutheran  and  Re- 
formed school-house,  and  a  house  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  teaching, 
instructing,  and  the  learning  of  the  youth,  etc.  And  the  said  John 
Wetzel,  for  him  and  his  heirs,  doth  covenant,  grant,  and  agree  to  and 
wilh  the  said  Daniel  Good  and  Isaac  Jarrett,  as  trustees,  their  successor 
or  successors,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  that  he,  the  said  John  Wetzel  and 
his  heirs,  the  said  above  described  lot  or  piece  of  three  acres  one  hun- 
dred and  nineteen  perches  of  ground,  and  the  allowance  as  aforesaid, 
hereditaments  and  premises,  hereby  granted,  or  meant,  or  mentioned,  or 
intended  so  to  be,  with  the  appurtenances  unto  the  said  Daniel  Good  and 
Isaac  Jarrett,  their  successor  or  successors,  their  heirs  and  assigns, 
against  him,  the  said  John  Wetzel,  and  his  heirs,  and  against  all  and 
every  other  person  or  persons  whomsoever  lawfully  claiming,  or  to  claim 
by,  from,  or  under  him,  them,  or  any  of  them  in  manner  and  form  afore- 
said, shall  and  will  warrant  and  forever  defend  by  these  presents. 

"  In  witness  whereof,"  etc. 

The  witnesses  to  this  instrument  were  Nicholas 
Loras  and  Peter  Schmoyer,  and  it  was  acknowledged 
before  Ludwig  Stabler,  one  of  the  justices  of  the  Court 
of  CotQmon  Pleas  in  and  for  the  county  of  North- 
ampton. 

A  log  house  was  at  once  erected  on  this  land  and 
named  Gorr's  school-house.  The  logs  were  all  fur- 
nished by  Kev.  Jacob  Van  Buskirk,  of  Millerstown. 
The  building  was  divided  into  two  apartments,  one  for 
an  English,  the  other  for  a  German  school.  The  loft  of 
the  building  was  used  by  the  neighbors  for  smoking 


meat.  The  following  are  the  names  of  some  of  its 
first  teachers,  to  wit :  Messrs.  Grim,  Mumbauer,  Howe, 
John  Fingado,  John  Van  Buskirk,  Charles  Mohr, 
Miner,  Briish,  Gibbons,  and  Jonas  Miller. 

Among  its  early  scholars  were  such  representative 
men  as  John  Singmaster,  Joseph  Bortz,  James  Christ- 
man,  John  Maddern,  Joseph  Gaumer,  Benjamin  Jar- 
rett, Jonas  Wesco,  and  others. 

In  1841  the  log  house  was  torn  down  and  replaced 
by  one  of  stone.  In  1871  an  arrangement  was  en- 
tered into  by  the  trustees  of  this  property  and  the 
school  directors  of  the  township,  by  which  the  trus- 
tees took  charge  of  the  old  stone  school-house,  and 
bore  the  expense  of  laying  the  foundation  of  a  new 
school-house  upon  said  trust  property.  Upon  this 
foundation  the  school  directors,  in  accordance  with 
the  above-mentioned  arrangement,  erected  a  fine 
brick  house,  in  which  a  primary  and  secondary  school 
are  now  held,  the  former  of  which  has  for  some  years 
been  taught  by  O.  J.  Knauss,  a  justice  of  the  peace 
for  Macungie,  and  the  latter  by  George  Wimmer.  In 
1878  an  addition  was  built  to  this  house. 

In  January,  1868,  permission  was  granted  by  the 
court  to  sell  a  part  of  this  trust  property  on  ground- 
rent  reservation,  the  interest  to  be  paid  annually. 

In  consequence  of  said  permission  so  much  thereof 
as  had  not  been  appropriated  by  the  board  of  school 
directors  of  the  township  was  sold  at  public  sale.  The 
annual  receipts  thereof  amount  to  about  one  hundred 
and  seventy  dollars,  which  is  spent  for  summer  school, 
in  addition  to  what  the  common  school  provides, 
giving  this  neighborhood  a  nine  to  ten  months'  term 
annually.  Among  those  who  have  acted  in  the  capac- 
ity of  trustees  over  this  property  since  it  was  deeded 
to  Isaac  Jarret  and  Daniel  Good  are  the  following,  to 
wit:  John  Singmaster,  Levi  Giering,  James  Gorr, 
Charles  Foster,  Aquilla  Knauss,  Benjamin  Jarrett, 
Joseph  Gaumer,  and  Alexander  Jarrett,  of  whom  the 
two  last  mentioned  are  acting  in  that  capacity  at 
present.  Formerly  these  officers  were  selected  an- 
nually by  the  people  composing  the  school  district, 
but  of  late  years  they  have  been  appointed  by  the 
court.  The  old  stone  school-house  has  been  sold,  and 
is  at  present  occupied  as  a  dwelling. 

Centreville  has  one  hotel,  one  school-house,  one 
bakery,  a  store,  shoe-shop,  coal  and  lumber  yard,  two 
tobacco-curing  houses,  one  cigar  manufactory,  and 
one  cigar-box  factory.  Its  population  is  about  three 
hundred. 

Alburtis. — This  village  has  sprung  into  existence 
since  the  building  of  the  East  Penn  branch  of  the 
Reading  Railroad,  in  1857-58.  Lockridge  adjoins 
it,  and  the  two  places  are  practically  identical,  the 
name  Alburtis  being  often  applied  to  both,  the 
former  having  received  its  name  from  the  iron-fur- 
nace therein  located.  The  first  house  built  in  the 
vicinity  was  an  old  log  house  built  many  years  ago  by 
Joseph  Rothenberger.  This  house  still  stands  in 
Lockridge.     The  second  house  was  a  stone  dwelling. 
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built  in  1847,  by  John  Blank.  After  the  opening  of 
the  railroad  it  was  refitted,  enlarged,  and  converted 
into  the  first  hotel  of  the  village.  It  stands  a  very 
short  distance  north  of  the  railroad,  and  has  for  many 
years  been  kept  by  D.  D.  Hensinger.  The  post-office 
is  located  in  this  hotel.  The  next  house  built  was  the 
American  House,  erected  in  1863,  also  standing  close 
to  the  railroad.  The  town  has  at  present  a  popula- 
tion of  about  four  hundred  people,  contains  four 
stores,  three  hotels,  one  restaurant,  a  church,  and  a 
furnace. 

History  of  the  Lehigh  Church.^ — The  first  name 
this  congregation  had  was  the  Church  of  the  Holy 
Trinity.  Later  it  was  called  the  Lehigh  Zion 
Church.     Now  it  is  known  as  the  Lehigh  Church. 

The  church  stands  in  Lower  Macungie  township, 
Lehigh  Co.,  Pa.  Macungie  is  an  Indian  word,  and  in 
that  tongue  is  written  "  Mauchkuntshy," — "the  place 
of  feeding  bears.''  The  name  of  the  township,  of  the 
Ziegel  Church,  which  formerly  was  called  Macungie 
Church,  and  of  the  small  creek  which  flows  directly 
north  from  the  Ziegel  Church  between  the  hills,  are 
all  derived  from  "that  of  the  little  valley,  a  mile  wide 
and  three  or  four  in  length,  in  which  the  little  brook 
empties.  This  valley  is  the  true  Macungie  Valley. 
In  the  beginning  of  the  last  century  this  valley,  from 
the  hills  of  the  Ziegel  Church  down  to  Fogelsville 
and  Trexlertown,  was  prairie-land,  covered  with  low 
shrubbery  and  scrub-oak.  When  the  bears  found 
nourishment  difficult  to  obtain  during  the  cold  win- 
ters upon  the  hills  of  the  Gravel,  they  came  down  in 
numbers  to  this  valley  and  hunted  here  their  food. 
Hence  the  name  Mauchkuntshy, — "  feeding  bears." 
It  was  a  favorite  hunting-ground  with  the  Indians, 
whose  village  stood  in  the  small  valley  on  the  other 
side  of  the  ridge  of  hills. 

About  one  mile  northwardly  from  Alburtis,  where 
the  road  leads  across  the  Little  Lehigh,  lie  the  pos- 
sessions of  the  congregation,  upon  which  stand  a 
large  stone  school-house  and  a  finely-situated  and  at- 
tractive church.  The  latter  stands  in  the  centre  of 
one  of  the  most  neatly-kept  cemeteries  in  the  county, 
and  from  its  tower  can  be  seen  the  homes  of  nearly  all 
the  members.  The  location  is  one  of  the  most  beau- 
tiful in  Pennsylvania. 

The  first  settlement  of  this  region  happened  most 
singularly.  When  the  first  Reformed  immigrants  ar- 
rived in  Longswamp  township,  three  or  four  miles 
farther  towards  the  west,  they  took  possession  of  the 
best-situated  tracts  along  the  sides  of  the  mountains. 
Some  years  later  the  Lutherans  followed,  and  looked 
for  homes  farther  up  the  valley.  But  as  the  land  was 
without  woods  they  selected  such  tracts  as  contained 
at  least  good  water,  as  well  as  the  slopes  of  the  Le- 
high Mountains  and  of  the  Schlosisberg,  which  swelled 
out  into  the  limits  of  the  congregation.  The  Spring 
Creek,  at  Trexlertown,  attracted  the  Trexler  family 


the  pioneer  family  of  the  Lehigh  Church.  The  ances- 
tor was  Jeremias  Trexler,  who  apparently  settled  in 
a  quite  isolated  situation  at  the  sources  of  the  Spring 
Creek  about  1720.  In  1733  the  first  road  was  laid  out 
through  Upper  Milford,  from  Goshenhoppen  to  Trex- 
lertown. The  principal  settlements,  however,  took 
place  about  1735.  Along  the  banks  of  the  Little 
Lehigh,  which  rises  above  in  Longswamp  township, 
and  flows  through  the  middle  of  the  Lehigh  Church's 
lands,  the  new  arrivals  settled  down.  So  the  creek 
which  starts  behind  the  Schlossberg  furnished  the 
sites  for  the  most  beautiful  homes.  So,  also,  others 
chose  the  slopes  of  the  Lehigh  Mountains,  and  even 
the  high  sides  of  the  same,  for  their  future  homes. 

Among  the  first  immigrants,  Avho  came  principally 
from  Wtirtemberg,  were  the  following: 


Jeremias  Trexler  (Drechsler). 

Johann  Matthias  Eigner(Eichner). 

Michael  Knappenberger. 

Johann  Peter  Fetherolf. 

Wilhelm  Fegley  (Vogelein). 

"Daniel  Schmeier. 

Christian  Schmeier. 

Friederich  Seitz, 

Jacob  Barth. 

Johann  Peter  Klein. 

Jacob  Wagner. 

Jacob  Banner  (Tanner). 

Georg  Kuch. 

MathJiuB  Heinli. 

Georg  Adam  Bortz. 

Johannes  Dee. 

Nicolaus  Schmidt. 

Adam  Moser. 

Johannes  Dietrich  Gaumer. 

Mathias  Steinlein. 

Jacob  Roller. 

Jacob  Stephy  (Stephan). 

Philipp  Drescher  (Droscher). 

Stophel  MilUer. 

Christian  Gorr. 


Simon  Ham. 

Lorenz  Schdd. 

Andreas  Trexler  (Drechsler), 

Martin  Boger  (Poger). 

Peter  Mattern. 

Emanuel  Pfeififer. 

Lorenz  Kilchele. 

Mathaus  Lndwig. 

Andreas  Eisenhard. 

Jacob  Herman. 

Valentin  Meckley. 

Michael  Warmkessel. 

Bastian  Druckenmiller,  Sr. 

Georg  Christ,  Sr. 

George  Acker. 

Michael  Schiffert  (Schevert). 

Balzer  Federmann. 

Jacob  Shankweiler. 

Leonard  Kuhns  (Kuhn). 

Conrad  Kolb. 

George  Seller. 

Joseph  Albrecht. 

Johannes  Weber. 

Adam  Desch  (Tesch). 

Heinrich  Koch. 


The  Breinig  family  belonged  from  the  earliest  times 
to  the  Ziegel  Church. 

Daniel  and  Christian  Schmeier,  above  named,  are 
described  in  the  church  records  at  the  time  of  their 
confirmation  as  being  step-sons  of  Wilhelm  Fegely. 

The  congregation  was  organized  about  the  year 
1745.  The  immigrants  early  provided  themselves 
with  a  suitable  piece  of  ground  lying  in  the  middle 
of  the  settlement,  which  they  withheld  from  their 
successors  and  devoted  to  church  and  school  pur- 
poses. When  it  was  taken  it  was  still  called  vacant  land. 
Upon  their  taking  steps  to  build  a  church,  Matthias 
Eigner  and  Michael  Knappenberger  were  designated 
a  committee  to  take  possession  of  the  land  and  obtain 
a  legal  title  to  it.  This  was  done  at  Philadelphia  on 
the  23d  of  February,  1749. 

The  first  church  was  built  directly  after  the  pur- 
chase of  the  land,  and  in  1750  was  dedicated  to  the 
service  of  God  by  the  Rev.  Philipp  Heinrich  Rapp, 
who  had  resided  with  the  congregation  before  the 
building  of  the  church,  and  was  the  principal  pro- 
moter of  its  organization.  The  church  was  founded, 
built,  and  dedicated  entirely  as  a  Lutheran  one.    It 
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was  a  simple  log  structure,  and  stood  in  the  north- 
eastern corner  of  the  churchyard.  At  the  same  time 
a  school-house  was  built,  which  was  soon  enlarged, 
and  in  the  course  of  time  was  used  both. as  a  school- 
house  and  parsonage. 

The  circumstances  of  the  primitive  church  here 
were  the  same  as  elsewhere.  The  only  peculiarity 
the  congregation  had  was  that  they  possessed  the 
most  fertile  soil  in  the  State.  The  farmers  raised 
wheat,  hay,  etc.,  devoted  themselves  to  cattle-raising, 
and  soon  attained  a  high  degree  of  prosperity.  A 
public  road  was  laid  out  about  1730  through  Upper 
Milford,  from  Goshenhoppen  to  Trexlertown,  afford- 
ing a  convenient  market  to  the  neighborhood.  Many 
of  the  members  became  very  rich,  as  the  Eigner 
family  and  others,  and  these  frequently  purchased  in 
Philadelphia  the  services  of  poor  immigrants,  who 
were  sold  for  a  number  of  years  into  a  specie  of  bond- 
age, until  they  should,  with  their  service,  pay  their 
passage-money.  In  this  manner  Matthias  Eigner 
bought  the  services  of  Catharine  Nathstein,  whose 
parents  were  not  able  to  pay  her  passage-money,  kept 
her  in  service,  treating  her  well,  and  having  her  con- 
firmed. In  religious  development  the  Lehigh  con- 
gregation surpassed  most  of  the  Lutheran  Churches 
of  the  last  century,  becoming  a  centre  of  Lutheran 
teaching.  Here  the  pastors  of  all  the  neighboring 
churches  resided,  and  generally  they  were  capable 
men,  whose  instruction  was  not  lost  upon  the  congre- 
gation. Rev.  Eapp,  the  founder  of  the  church,  em- 
ployed a  school-master,  who  taught  under  his  super- 
intendence and  conducted  an  excellent  school.  Rev. 
Rapp  was  a  shining  light  for  this  church,  whose 
affairs  he  directed  upon  the  European  methods,  as 
did  also  his  successors.  Upon  the  building  of  the 
church  he  introduced  a  church-book,  and  observed 
and  followed  strict  discipline.  Children  were  bap- 
tized within  the  church,  and  marriages  were  cele- 
brated, after  the  publication  of  bans,  at  the  altar,  and 
entered  upon  the  church  records.  For  example,  here 
is  one:  "  By  authority  of  a  license,  bearing  date  Feb. 
9,  1772,  Johannes  Fogel  (Vogel),  and  Anna  Eosina 
Schad  are  lawfully  married,  after  three  separate  pub- 
lications :  Jacob  von  Buskirk."  Also  funerals  were 
recorded  in  the  boobs,  as  for  example;  "On  the  21st 
of  June,  1771,  Mathiius  Eigner  was  buried  here  at 
Macungie,  aged  78  years."  Pastor  Buskirk  also 
kept  the  records  of  marriages  and  deaths  in  other 
congregations,  such  as  Tacony  and  Upper  Milford,  in 
this  book,  between  the  years  1770  and  1774.  The 
names  of  those  who  were  confirmed  were  also  regularly 
entered.  The  church  record  contains  seventy-one 
names  of  catechumens  for  the  year  1774,  thirty- eight 
for  1776,  forty-nine  for  1779,  forty-five  for  1781,  fifty- 
five  for  1783,  sixty-six  for  1785,  ninety-one  for  1793, 
and  ninety-four  for  tlie  year  1799.  These  names  show 
that  among  these  were  children  belonging  to  other 
congregations,  who  were,  however,  all  confirmed  by 
Eev.  Buskirk,  at  the  Lehigh  Church. 


The  congregation  was  at  first  small,  since  the  immi- 
grants took  up  only  the  best  tracts  of  land.  The  well- 
known  desirability  of  the  neighborhood  and  the  ex- 
cellence of  the  church  government  soon  attracted 
strangers,  who  speedily  occupied  all  the  vacant  lands. 
A  few  members  of  the  Reformed  faith  settled  within 
the  limits  of  the  congregation,  but  were  compelled  to 
go  to  Longswamp  (the  Ziegel  Church)  or  to  Salisbury, 
to  worship  according  to  their  consciences.  During 
the  year  1760  there  resided  here  an  able  physician 
named  Frederick  Spiegel,  who  was  undoubtedly  in- 
duced to  come  here  by  Pastor  Schertlein. 

Between  this  and  the  Longswamp  congregation 
there  existed  for  many  years  a  sharp  rivalry,  which 
often  culminated  in  collisions  between  the  members. 
For  here  they  were  genuinely  Lutheran,  and  above 
strongly  Eeformed,  and  they  constantly  strove  to 
surpass  one  another.  These  contests  left  the  Lehigh 
Church  in  the  advance,  since  its  members  were  richer, 
and  the  old,  kindly-disposed  Suabian  disposition 
caused  them  to  cleave  more  closely  together. 

A  consistory  is  first  mentioned  upon  the  church- 
book  under  date  of  the  year  1769,  and  appears  to  have 
been  composed  of  the  following  persons :  Martin 
Boger,  Simon  Hain,  elders;  and  Jacob  Hermann, 
Daniel  Schmeir,  Heinrich  Eigner,  Heinrich  Wetzel, 
deacons. 

The  second  church  was  constructed  in  1785,  and 
was  dedicated  the  same  year  by  the  local  pastor, 
Eev.  Jacob  Buskirk  and  Johann  Friedrich  Ernst,  of 
Brunswick,  N.  J.  The  consistory,  which  signed  the 
attestation,  was  composed  of  Heinrich  Eigner,  Peter 
Trexler,  elders;  and  Valentine  Haupt,  Heinrich 
Warrakessel,  Adam  Hawerther,  Christian  Weber,  dea- 
cons. The  building  committee  were  George  Breinlg, 
Michael  Sohmeier,  Johannes  Heinli,  and  Daniel 
Schmeier.  Heinrich  Knappenberger  was  the  school- 
master at  that  time. 

The  attestation  concludes  with  the  following  words : 
"  Der  Herr  unser  Gott  segne  zeitlich  und  ewig  Alle, 
die  dieser  Stiftung  getreulich  nachkommen.  Der 
Herr  aber  sehe  drein  und  rache  es,  wo  dawider  ge- 
handelt  wird.  Amen !  Gottes  Wort  und  Luther's 
Lehr,  vergeht  nun  und  nimmermehr."  (The  Lord 
our  God  bless  now  and  forever  all  our  successors  who 
shall  remain  faithful  to  the  purpose  of  this  under- 
taking. May  he  look  upon  and  avenge  whatever  is 
done  to  thwart  and  oppose  it.  Amen  I  God's  Word 
and  Luther's  teachings  shall  never  disappear.) 

The  new  church  was  built  of  stone,  and  was  made 
unusually  strong  and  massive,  and  so  stands  to 
this  day  despite  many  alterations  and  repairs.  It 
was  finished,  both  within  and  without,  in  the  style 
of  architecture  of  that  time.  (See  the  description 
of  the  Second  Ziegel  Church.)  The  ground  floor 
of  the  church  was  laid  with  brick,  upon  which  sand 
was  then  spread,  and  for  days  horses  were  driven 
over  this  sand  so  as  to  make  the  floor  hard  and  firm. 
Since  the  Lehigh  congregation  had  put  up  a  new 
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building,  necessarily  the  Longswamp  congregation 
must  also  have  one.  This  was  completed  in  five 
years,  about  1790.  But  they  were  not  satisfied  with 
this.  They  must  have  something  better  than  the  Le- 
high Church,  and  therefore  they  purchased  an  organ. 
But  would  the  Lehigh  congregation  permit  themselves 
to  be  passed  in  this  manner?  Oh  no;  they  were 
richer;  and  so  it  was  not  a  long  time  before  an  organ 
was  also  erected  in  their  church,  and  a  far  better  one, 
too,  than  the  Longswamp  congregation  had.  This 
the  latter  would  never  admit.  They  examined  and 
criticised  the  Lehigh  organ,  and  their  general  opin- 
ion was  voiced  by  old  Jack  Long,  who  said  aloud  to 
his  neighbor  in  the  church  after  hearing  it,  "  You 
there  !  I  don't  know,  but  it  seems  to  me  this  organ 
is  not  a  bit  better  than  ours  !" 

Soon,  however,  these  rivalries  disappeared,  being 
discouraged  by  the  pastors.  The  New  World  con- 
stantly brought  Lutheran  and  Reformed  ministers 
into  closer  intimacy,  because  they  were  brethren, 
few  in  number,  and  with  more  work  on  their  hands 
than  their  united  efforts  could  dispose  of.  The  better 
disposition  of  the  fathers,  too,  overcame  these  follies, 
and  those  who  were  anxious  to  fight  over  externals, 
only  met  with  ridicule.  Soon  the  members,  living 
with  each  other,  became  neighborly,  and  the  dividing 
barriers  were  soon  torn  down  by  intermarriage  be- 
tween the  sons  and  daughters  of  the  old  families. 

The  congregation  resolved,  in  the  year  1843,  to  re- 
pair the  church.  Its  walls  stood  as  firm  and  strong 
as  on  the  first  day ;  the  interior  only  w»s  torn  out, 
the  floor  relaid,  tlie  pulpit  and  the  organ  placed 
against  the  shorter  walls,  and  everything  finished  in 
modern  style.  On  the  26th  of  August,  1843,  the  con- 
gregation entered  into  an  agreement  with  the  ad- 
herents of  the  Reformed  belief,  who  had  settled  more 
and  more  within  the  limits  of  the  parish,  that  they 
should  hold  the  church  building  in  common  with  the 
Lutherans,  and  have  equal  right  and  title  to  the  church 
land  with  them.  Upon  Christmas-day  the  church 
was  dedicated  as  a  "Union  Church.  In  the  following 
year  (1844),  upon  Whitsunday,  the  organ,  which  had 
been  repaired,  was  also  dedicated  to  the  service  of  God. 

The  members  of  the  Reformed  faith  were  at  first 
only  a  few,  as  follows  :  Charles  Ruth,  James  Weiler, 
George  Dankel,  John  Blank,  Dietrich  Meitzler,  Peter 
Euth,  Henry  Ruth,  William  Walbert,  Nathan  Wal- 
bert,  r)aniel  Lauer,  Sr.,  Daniel  Lauer,  Daniel  Meitzler, 
Hensinger, Romich. 

The  celebration  of  the  one  hundredth  anniversary 
took  place  on  the  5th  and  6th  days  of  October,  1850. 
The  consistories  at  that  time  were  :  Lutheran  elders 
Peter  Klein,  Stephen  Schmeier;  Reformed  elders, 
Charles  Euth,  John  Blank;  Lutheran  deacons,  Sam- 
uel Schmeier,  Joseph  King,  Reuben  Schankweiler, 
Thomas  Fogel ;  Reformed  deacons,  Dietrich  Meitzler, 
William  Walbert,  Daniel  Lauer,  Daniel  Meitzler; 
Trustees,  George  Dankel,  Jesse  Breinig,  James  Wei- 
ler :  Treasurer,  John  Goebel. 


Some  years  later  a  tower  was  erected,  and  a  bell 
hung  in  the  same ;  at  the  same  time,  also,  the  church 
received  a  new  coat  of  paint  and  was  frescoed.  In 
1881  the  entire  church,  both  within  and  without,  was 
repainted. 

A  Sunday-school  was  early  begun  here,  and  was 
kept  alive  from  year  to  year  by  the  industry  and 
faithfulness  of  Peter  Ruth  and  others. 

The  pastors  of  the  congregation  were : 

1.  Philipp  Heinrich  Rapp,  the  founder  of  the 
church.  He  resided  with  the  congregation  before  the 
first  building  was  constructed,  and  preached  at  the 
homes  of  the  members.  He  was  an  able  minister, 
and  had  received  his  education  in  Europe.  Unfortu- 
nately, he  could  not  remain  for  a  long  time  with  this 
church.  In  the  year  1751  he  received  a  call  from  a 
church  in  New  York  City,  which  call  he  felt  himself 
impelled  to  obey.  There  he  is  quoted  as  having  said, 
"  It  pains  me  inexpressibly  to  desert  the  congregation 
which  I  have  brought  into  existence." 

2.  Jacob  Freiderich  Schertlein,  who  served  here 
from  1753  to  1765,  and  resided  at  the  same  time  in 
this  vicinity.  Although  Eev.  Eapp  was  an  able  man, 
Eev.  Schertlein  was  much  more  so.  In  the  twelve 
years  of  his  work  he  laid  the  foundation  for  the  future 
development  at  which  the  church  arrived. 

3.  Johann  Georg  Wiessner,  who  preached  here  from 
1765  to  1770. 

4.  Jacob  von  Buskirk  began  his  ministry  here  in 
1770,  and  served  till  1800.  He  resided  also  with  the 
congregation.  His  labors  were  blessed.  Under  his 
ministry  the  church  flourished  and  attained  its  greatest 
prosperity,  till  the  Trexlertown  Church  was  founded, 
and  through  its  foundation  diminished  the  Lehigh 
Church.  Eev.  Buskirk,  also,  by  instruction  of  Dr. 
Muhlenberg,  educated  certain  young  men  for  the  Lu- 
theran ministry,  as  Rev.  Lehman. 

5.  J.  F.  Obenhausen  was  chosen  minister  in  1800, 
and  preached  till  1806. 

6.  Freiderich  Gaisenheiner  served  from  1806  to 
1808. 

7.  Heinrich  Heyne  preached  eight  years. 

8.  Rev.  Stecher  served  for  three  years. 

9.  Benjamin  German  served  seventeen  years. 

10.  Jeremias  Schindel  preaclied  a  year  and  a  half. 

11.  So  did  Christoph  A.  Friedrich! 

12.  Josua  Yiiger  was  chosen  in  1841,  and  is  the 
present  pastor. 

The  Reformed  ministers  were  : 

1.  C.  G.  Hermann,  who  was  chosen  pastor  in  the 
year  in  which  the  church  became  a  Union  Church. 
He  afterwards  resigned. 

2.  Joshua  Derr  was  chosen  in ,  and  served  the 

congregation  till  1863. 

3.  In  the  spring  of  that  year  William  A.  Helff"rich 
was  elected,  and  the  call  was  ratified,  after  some  objec- 
tions, by  the  East  Pennsylvania  Classis  at  Mertztown 
in  the  following  year. 

East   Texas.— This   village,   which    was    at    first 
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known  by  the  name  of  Macungie  Square,  is  situate 
upon  a  high  bluff  of  the  Lehigh  Creek,  and  has  at 
present  two  hundred  and  thirty-eight  inhabitants. 
In  1830  there  were  three  buildings  upon  the  site  of 
this  now  prosperous  mining  town, — an  old  school- 
house,  of  which  we  shall  make  mention  hereafter ; 
an  old  stone  house  where  the  hotel  now  stands,  and  a 
building  near  by  in  which  a  general  store  was  kept. 
In  1845  the  first  hotel  of  the  village  was  erected, 
which  has  since  been  enlarged.  At  this  hotel  all  the 
inhabitants  of  Lower  Macungie  township,  outside  of 
the  borough  of  Macungie,  cast  their  votes.  The 
second  name  given  to  the  village  was  that  of  New 
Texas,  which  name  it  kept  until  the  year  1872.  A 
number  of  unsuccessful  attempts  had  been  made  pre- 
vious to  this  time  to  have  a  post-office  established  in 
the  village.  Finally  Stephen  Acker,  the  "  leading 
spirit"  of  the  place,  got  up  a  petition  signed  by  six 
citizens  and  several  outside  postmasters,  asking  the 
government  for  an  office.  His  efforts  were  rewarded 
with  success,  and  a  post-office  was  established  in  the 
year  last  mentioned,  and  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr. 
Acker  its  present  name,  East  Texas,  was  .given  to  both 
the  village  and  the  office.  The  office  was  first  kept  in 
the  store  of  Benjamin  K.  Keck.  At  present  it  is  kept 
in  the  store  of  Lauer  &  Hoffman,  and  Cyrus  E. 
Acker  is  postmaster.  There  are  in  the  village  two 
hotels,  two  general  stores,  and  two  churches. 

On  the  24th  of  September,  1790,  three  men,  viz., 
Andrew  Eisenhard,  Cornelius  Hughes,  and  John 
Herman,  entered  into  an  agreement,  and  made  them- 
selves responsible  for  the  donation  of  two  acres  of 
land ;  the  first-named  to  give  one  acre,  and  each  of 
the  other  two  half  an  acre,  "  for  a  school  place,  and 
for  no  other  purposes,  forever."  "And  we  do  further 
promise  and  agree  by  these  presents  that  we  will  build 
a  house  on  the  said  described  land  that  shall  be  suf- 
ficient for  a  school-house ;  this  we  promise  to  build 
free  and  complete  this  fall."  The  same  year  a  log 
house  was  built  upon  the  above  tract,  which  is  situate 
in  East  Texas.  Sixty  years  ago  this  house  was  torn 
down  and  a  second  one  built  of  logs,  which  in  1857 
was  replaced  by  a  brick  building  with  steeple  and 
bell. 

On  the  24th  of  October,  1874,  the  greater  part  of 
the  ground  not  occupied  by  the  building  was  cut  into 
lots,  which  were  sold  subject  to  ground  rent,  the  an- 
nual interest  of  which  amounts  to  the  sum  of  two 
hundred  and  twenty-six  dollars.  Part  of  this  sum  is 
annually  expended  for  summer  school. 


BIOGRAPHICAL    SKETCHES. 


STEPHEN    BUTZ. 

Peter  Butz,  the  great-grandfather  of  Stephen,  emi- 
grated from  Germany  in  1752,  and  first  settled  in  Long 
Swamp  township,  Berks  Co.,  Pa.    In  1761  he  pur- 


chased and  removed  to  a  farm  of  two  hundred  and 
twelve  acres,  situated  in  what  is  known  as  "  Butz's 
Valley,"  which  has  since  been  in  possession  of  the 
family,  and  is  now  owned  by  his  great-grandson,  Ste- 
phen Butz.  Peter  Butz  had  three  sons,  Peter,  Samuel, 
and  John,  the  last-named  having  inherited  the  home- 
stead. He  had  four  sons  and  four  daughters,  one  of 
whom  was  Peter,  the  father  of  the  subject  of  this  bio- 
graphical sketch.  Stephen,  the  second  in  a  family  of 
nine  children,  was  born  June  3,  1808,  in  Lower  Ma- 
cungie township.  His  limited  education  was  received 
at  the  log  school-house  near  his  home  known  as  Butz's 
school-house,  under  the  guidance  of  a  German  teacher 
named  Andres  Ring,  who,  with  his  family,  occupied 
the  limited  quarters  as  a  dwelling.  At  the  age  of 
eighteen  he  was  apprenticed  to  Henry  Shaffer,  and  on 
attaining  his  twentieth  year  became  a  skillful  shoe- 
maker, which  trade  he  followed  for  three  years.  He 
then  changed  his  occupation  to  that  of  a  farmer,  and 
having  inherited  the  homestead,  moved  thereon,  and 
continued  for  twenty-nine  years  to  cultivate  the  land. 
In  1877  he  retired  from  the  farm,  and  having  pur- 
chased the  mill  property  one  mile  west  of  the  village 
of  Albuftis,  conducted  for  four  years  the  business  of 
milling.  In  1881  his  sons,  Allen  and  John,  and  his 
son-in-law,  F.  S.  Lichtenwallner,  became  his  succes- 
sors in  business,  and  in  1883  remodeled  the  mill  and 
introduced  the  roller  process.  Mr.  Butz  was,  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1850,  married  to  Miss  Rebecca,  daughter  of 
Henry  Seidel,  of  Martin  Creek  township,  Berks  Co., 
whose  birth  occurred  Jan.  30,  1821.  Their  children 
are  Henry,  Allen,  John,  Mary  (Mrs.  F.  S.  Lichten- 
wallner), and  Amanda  (Mrs.  Charles  L.  Hottenstine). 
Mr.  Butz  has  ever  been  a  strong  Republican  in  his 
political  sentiments,  but  not  active  as  a  politician.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  German  Reformed  Church  of 
Long  Swamp  township,  Berks  Co.,  in  which  he  has 
officiated  both  as  elder  and  deacon.  In  1852  he  was 
chosen  one  of  the  building  committee  for  the  erection 
of  a  new  church  edifice.  He  manifests  much  inter- 
est in  Sunday-school  work,  and  has  served  for  ten 
years  as  superintendent  of  what  is  known  as  Butz's 
Sunday-school. 


AARON    ERDMAN. 


The  great-grandfather  of  Mr.  Erdman  was  John 
Yost  Erdman.  Among  his  children  was  Andrew, 
who  emigrated  from  Darmstadt,  Germany,  about  the 
year  1732,  his  father  coming  to  the  United  States 
about  five  years  later..  Andrew  married  a  Miss  Sieg- 
fried and  had  five  sons, — Jacob,  Andrew,  Yost,  Jo- 
hannes, and  John  George,  besides  several  daughters. 
The  birth  of  Jacob  occurred  on  the  homestead  where 
he  resided  during  his  lifetime.  He  married  Catha- 
rine Romig,  of  Upper  Saucon  township,  to  whom 
were  born  children, — Jacob,  John,  Isare,  Aaron, 
Elizabeth  (Mrs.  Erhard  Weaver),  Catherine  (Mrs. 
Solomon  Eeichard),  Theresa  (Mrs.  S.  Eeichard),  Ju- 
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dith  (Mrs.  John  Bruner).  Aaron,  of  this  number, 
was  born  Nov.  8,  1813,  in  Upper  Saucon,  and  after 
such  opportunities  of  education  as  the  neighboring 
schools  afforded,  devoted  his  youth  to  farm  labor.  He 
afterwards  learned  the  trade  of  a  stocking- weaver, 
which  was  prosecuted  for  two  years,  when  his  atten- 
tion was  directed  to  the  more  congenial  employments 
connected  with  mercantile  life,  and  he  became  clerk 
in  a  country  store  at  Breinigsville.  Later  he  returned 
to  Upper  Saucon,  and  opened  a  store  for  the  sale  of 
such  wares  as  were  adapted  to  a  general  trade.  He 
soon  after  purchased  the  property  now  occupied  by 
him  at  Macungie,  to  which  place  he  removed  in  1838. 
Here  he  has  since  conducted  an  extensive  business, 
having  in  1876  transferred  the  store  to  his  son  and 
son-in-law,  the  firm  being  A.  Erdman,  Son  &  Co., 
and  embarked  in  an  exclusive  hardware  trade. 

Mr.  Erdman  was  married  on  the  23d  of  February, 
1887,  to  Miss  Anna  Breinig,  of  Breinigsville,  Lehigh 
Co.,  to  whom  were  born  two  sons, — William  B.,  a 
physician  at  Macungie,  and  August  J.,  an  attorney.- 
Mrs.  Erdman  died  Feb.  4,  1844,  and  he  married 
again,  March  26,  1846,  Miss  Mary  Weider,  of  Upper 
Milford  township,  whose  children  are  Sarah  (Mrs.  A. 
K.  Desch),  Mary  (Mrs.  T.  M.  Probst),  Emma  (Mrs. 
H.  F.  Neumoyer),  and  John,  engaged  with  his  father 
in  business.  Mr.  Erdman  has,  in  connection  with 
other  business  interests,  been  a  considerable  dealer  in 
lumber,  coal,  and  grain,  in  Macungie.  He  has  been 
largely  identified  with  the  development  of  the  bor- 
ough, and  foremost  in  all  movements  tending  to  its 
growth  and  prosperity.  He  has  been  during  his  life- 
time a  Democrat,  and  although  not  an  aspirant  for 
office,  has  held  various  minor  positions  in  the  borough. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church  of  Macungie. 


JONATHAN  B.  WIEAND. 
Jonathan  B.  Wieand  is  of  German  parentage.  His 
grandfather,  Henry  Wieand,  was  a  native  of  Weissen- 
berg  township,  and  early  removed  to  Salisbury  town- 
ship, where  he  was  a  prosperous  farmer.  His  children 
were  David,  Judith  (Mrs.  Eeuben  Kline),  and  Jonas. 
The  last  named  was  born  in  Salisbury  township,  where 
his  active  life,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  years  in 
Allentown,  has  been  spent  as  a  veterinary  surgeon. 
He  married  Henrietta,  daughter  of  Christopher  Bortz, 
of  Lower  Macungie  township,  and  had  children,— 
Jonathan  B.  and  Louisa  (Mrs.  Philip  Roth).  The 
former  was  born  Feb.  19,  1838,  in  Lower  Macungie, 
and  when  a  child  became  an  inmate  of  the  house  of 
his  maternal  grandfather,  where  he  remained  until 
the  age  of  ten  years,  meanwhile  enjoying  but  limited 
advantages  of  education.  From  that  date  until  the 
age  of  fourteen  he  resided  with  his  uncle,  Henry 
Wieand,  in  the  same  township,  and  meanwhile  learned 
the  tobacco  trade,  at  which  he  worked  for  a  period  of 
five  years.  With  the  fifty  dollars  thus  earned  he 
became  a  pupil  of  the  Allegheny  Male  and  Female 


Seminary  in  Bedford  County,  Pa.,  and  returning,  in 

1858,  taught  the  township  school,  after  which  he,  in 

1859,  attended  the  Freeland  Seminary.  Mr.  Wieand 
then  became  clerk  for  W.  P.  Hooper,  at  Wescoesville, 
and  in  1868  purchased  the  store,  of  which  he  con- 
tinued proprietor  until  the  spring  of  1884,  when  he 
retired  from  active  mercantile  pursuits,  and  devotes 
his  attention  to  farming  and  the  management  of  other 
business  interests.  Mr.  Wieand  was,  in  1865,  married 
to  Miss  Susan  E.,  daughter  of  Israel  Wescoe,  of  Wes- 
coesville. He  is  in  politics  a  Republican,  but  has 
never  aspired  to  public  office  other  than  that  of  post- 
master of  Wescoesville,  which  he  has  held  since  1868. 
He  was  in  his  religious  preference  formerly  a  Lu- 
theran, and  is  now  a  member  of  the  Evangelical 
Association,  in  which  he  is  active  as  class-leader, 
steward,  and  Sunday-school  superintendent.  Mr. 
Wieand  has  been  a  leading  spirit  in  promoting  the 
advancement  of  Wescoesville,  both  by  his  business 
enterprise  and  in  the  buildings  he  has  erected.  He 
has  also  been  an  earnest  friend  to  the  cause  of  educa- 
tion, which  by  his  influence  and  means  he  has  ma- 
terially aided. 


CHAPTER    XXIX. 

UPPER  AND   LOWER   MILFORD  TOWNSHIPS.! 

[As  these  two  townships  were  one  until  a  compara- 
tively recent  date,  and  possess  at  the  present  time 
many  elements  of  common  interest,  they  are  here 
treated  in  a  single  chapter.] 

Description. — Upper  and  Lower  Milford  were  or- 
ganized as  separate  townships  on  Dec.  6,  1852.  Pre- 
vious to  this  day  they  had  been  included  in  one  town- 
ship, under  the  name  of  Upper  Milford. 

These  two  townships  are  situated  in  the  most 
southern  part  of  Lehigh  County,  and  are  bounded  as 
follows:  on  the  northeastside  by  Salisbury  and  Upper 
Salem  townships ;  on  the  southeast  side  by  Milford 
township,  Bucks  Co. ;  on  the  southwest  side  by  Upper 
Hanover  township,  Montgomery  Co.,  and  Hereford 
towiiship,  Berks  Co.;  and  on  the  northwest  side  by 
Lower  ]\rncungie  townshi]>. 

The  form  of  each  of  the  townships  is  rectangular,  and 
they  are  nearly  equal  in  size.  The  townships  as  com- 
bined are  from  southeast  to  northwest  six  miles  long 
(as  per  survey  of  John  Chapman,  of  the  13th  day  of 
March,  1737),  and  from  northeast  to  southwest  five 
miles,  containing  thirty-three  square  miles,  or  twenty- 
one  thousand  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land. 
Later  surveys  show  quite  a  dift'erence,  the  territory 
appearing  to  be  about  six  and  a  half  by  six  and  a  quar- 
ter miles,  and  containing  nearly  forty  and  three-fifth 
square  miles,  or  twenty-six  thousand  acres  of  land. 


1  By  P.  W.  riores,  of  DillingersTiUe. 
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According  to  the  census  reports,  the  population  of 
Lower  Milford  in  1870  was  1505,  and  in  1880,  1558, 
and  that  of  Upper  Milford  in  1870  was  2015,  and  in 
1880,  2405.  Nearly  all  of  the  inhabitants  are  of  Ger- 
man descent. 

The  surface  formation  is  very  irregular,  mountain- 
ous, and  hilly.  In  the  southern  part  of  Lower  Mil- 
ford is  the  Hosensack  Hill,  or  the  great  Mill  Hill 
(commonly  called  Grosze  Muhlberg),  which  extends 
across  the  township,  and  into  the  county  of  Mont- 
gomery ;  in  the  northeastern  part  the  Chestnut  Hill. 
The  northwestern  part  is  crossed  by  Moser's  (now 
Dillinger's)  Eidge,  running  from  northeast  to  south- 
west, and  the  centre  of  the  township  is  crossed  by 
Mill  Ridge  (called  Kleine  Muhlberg),  running  from 
northeast  to  southwest. 

Upper  Milford  is  crossed  by  the  south  or  Lehigh 
Mountain  from  east  to  west.  The  southern  part  of 
Upper  Milford  is  crossed  by  Bald  Hill  (commonly 
called  "  Kahlen  Berg)."  The  highest  spot  in  either  of 
the  Milfords  is  located  on  the  Chestnut  Hill,  in  Lower 
Milford,  which  measures  nine  hundred  and  sixty  feet 
above  the  level  of  the  sea ;  the  second  highest,  on 
South,  or  Lehigh  Mountain,  in  Upper  Milford,  nine 
hundred  and  twenty  feet;  and  the  third  highest,  on 
Moser's  Ridge,  in  Lower  Milford,  which  measures  nine 
hundred  and  ten  feet  high. 

The  soil  of  both  Upper  and  Lower  Milford  is  princi- 
pally gravel.  Sandstone  abounds.  Iron  ore  is  plenty, 
and  is  found  in  many  places,  along  spurs  of  South 
Mountain,  in  Upper  Milford,  and  is  found  in  abun- 
dance on  and  near  the  South  Mountain.  In  the 
neighborhood  of  Shimersville  there  is  some  of  the 
richest  red  oxide  iron  ore,  and  in  the  vicinity  of 
Zionsville  is  some  of  the  richest  magnetic  iron  ore 
veins  to  be  found  anywhere  in  the  State.  Near  the 
village  of  Shimersville,  on  the  north  side,  is  a  rich 
deposit  of  emery  and  corundum  crystals,  worth  about 
two  hundred  dollars  per  ton.  Limestone  is  found  in 
Upper  Milford,  and  also  along  the  Hosensack  and 
Saucon  Valleys  in  Lower  Milford.  Mica  is  found  in 
some  places  in  Lower  Milford,  on  the  premises  of 
H.  H.  Boyer  and  Readan  Schantz,  near  Dillingers- 
ville,  and  zinc  is  found  on  the  premises  of  Nathan 
Kunkel  and  others,  near  Shimersville,  in  Upper 
Milford. 

The  soil  in  both  Upper  and  Lower  Milford  is  well 
cultivated,  and  is  very  productive.  Its  cultivation  is 
the  chief  employment  of  the  inhabitants,  and  it  has 
been  brought  to  a  high  degree  of  fertility  by  the  free 
use  of  lime.  Many  hundreds  of  bushels  are  used 
annually  and  with  the  best  effects.  Not  only  is  the 
fullest  and  healthiest  grain  produced,  but  it  brings 
always  the  highest  prices. 

Upper  and  Lower  Milford  are  both  well  watered 
with  the  best  and  most  wholesome  water  to  be  found, 
in   Lehigh   or  any   other   county  in    Pennsylvania. 
Creeks  and  brooks  run  through  the  fields  and  mead- 
ows, and  add  materially  to  the  wealth  of  the  inhabi- 


tants by  fertilizing  the  soil  and  by  turning  the  wheels 
of  the  mills. 

The  principal  stream  of  water  in  the  Milfords  is  the 
Hosensack  Creek,  which  rises  at  the  foot  of  the  west 
side  of  Chestnut  Hill,  running  south  and  southwest- 
wardly  through  the  centre  of  Lower  Milford,  and 
through  the  beautiful  Hosensack  Valley,  a  distance 
of  over  six  miles,  turns  the  wheels  of  eight  grist-  and 
saw-mills,  and  empties  into  the  Perkiomen  Creek,  in 
Montgomery  County.  On  the  southeast  side  of  the 
Hosensack  Creek  several  smaller  creeks  and  runs 
empty  their  water  into  it,  among  them  the  Schwenck's 
or  Dubs'  Creek,  Eberhard's  Creek,  Dickenshied's 
Creek,  and  several  smaller  creeks  and  runs.  On  the 
northwest  side  the  following  streams  empty  their 
water  into  the  Hosensack  :  Schantz's  Creek,  Walter's 
or  Meckling's  Creek  (several  branches  included),  In- 
dian Creek,  and  Trump's  Run,  etc.  The  Swamp  Creek 
rises  in  Saucon  township,  and  runs  in  a  southern 
direction  through  the  northeast  corner  of  Lower  Mil- 
ford and  into  Bucks  County.  In  the  same  part  of  the 
township  rises  the  Hicken  Creek,  which  runs  south- 
wardly into  Bucks  County,  and  empties  into  Swamp 
Creek. 

In  the  southern  corner  of  LoWer  Milford  rises,  near 
the  foot  of  the  Hosensack  Hill,  Krauss'  Creek,  which 
runs  due  south  into  Montgomery  County,  and  empties 
into  the  Perkiomen.  In  the  same  part  of  Lower 
Milford  there  is  Stauffer's  Creek,  which  rises  on  the 
Hosensack  Hill,  and  empties  into  the  Krauss'  Creek. 
In  the  northern  part  of  Lower  Milford,  on  Chestnut 
Hill,  rises  Saucon  Creek,  which  runs  northwardly 
into  Saucon  township,  and  empties  near  Hellertown 
into  the  Lehigh  River.  Ortts  or  Wieder's  Creek 
rises  in  the  same  part  of  Lower  Milford,  and  running 
north  empties  at  Limeport  into  the  Saucon  Creek. 
These  creeks  turn  within  the  bounds  of  Lower  Mil- 
ford the  wheels  of  sixteen  mills. 

Indian  Creek  rises  in  the  western  corner  of  Upper 
Milford,  and  crosses  the  township  by  running  east, 
southeast,  and  southwardly,  and  empties  in  Lower 
Milford  into  the  Hosensack.  The  Perkiomen  Creek 
rises  in  Berks  County,  and  runs  through  Upper  Mil- 
ford in  the  form  of  a  horseshoe  east,  southeast,  and 
southwardly.  Leibert's  Creek  rises  in  the  north- 
eastern part  of  Upper  Milford,  and  runs  west  and 
northwardly  through  Leibert's  Gap  of  the  South 
Mountain,  and  empties  in  Lower  Macungie  township 
into  the  Little  Lehigh  Creek.  Thany's,  or  Fetter- 
man's  Creek  rises  near  Shimersville,  runs  northeast, 
and  empties  at  Vera  Cruz  into  Leibert's  Creek.  In 
the  northwestern  part  of  Upper  Milford  is  Miller's 
Creek,  which  rises  near  Shimersville,  runs  north- 
wardly into  Lower  Macungie,  and  empties  into  the 
Little  Lehigh.  These  creeks  turn  within  the  bounds 
of  Upper  Milford  ten  grist,  saw,  and  other  mills. 

Iron  Ore. — On  both  sides  of  the  South  Mountain, 
in  Upper  Milford,  iron  ore  is  abundant  and  rich,  pro- 
ducing from  thirty-five  to  forty-five  per  cent,  of  metal. 
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On  the  west  foot  of  the  mountain  and  in  the  vicinity 
of  Emaus  iron-ore  mines  have  been  kept  in  operation 
for  nearly  fifty  years,  and  in  particular  on  the  prem- 
ises of  Charles  and  Peter  Schwarz,  where  mines  have 
been  operated  very  successfully  by  David  Lewis  from 
1834  until  1870,  and  since  1870  by  the  Emaus  Iron 
Company. 

On  the  east  side  of  the  same  mountain  there  were 
discovered,  about  the  year  1848,  several  very  rich  mag- 
netic ir(m-ore  veins.  Those  on  the  premises  of  William 
Brunner,  Henry  Wickert,  and  others  have  been  oper- 
ated by  David  Lewis  (the  oldest  ironmaster  of  Lehigh 
County),  F.  T.  Jobst,  and  George  Neumoyer.  The 
Hellertown  Iron  Company,  Lewis,  Pascoe  &  Webb, 
Schwarz,  Dickenshied  &  Co.  took  in  1880  a  lease  on 
the  premises  of  F.  T.  Jobst  (formerly  of  William 
Brunner),  and  continued  the  operation  of  the  mines. 
They  discovered  some  rich  veins  of  ore  from  two  to 
twelve  feet  thick,  and  delivered  an  average  of  five 
thousand  tons  ore  per  year.  Several  other  mines 
along  the  mountain,  on  the  premises  of  Daniel  Klein, 
Joshua  Fry,  and  others,  have  been  kept  in  operation. 

About  the  year  1870  there  was  discovered  on  the 
premises  of  Anthony  Mechling  (now  deceased),  in 
Zionsville,  Upper  Milford,  one  of  the  richest  magnetic 
iron-ore  veins  in  Lehigh  County.  It  was  worked  by 
John  S.  Schreiber  &  Co.  for  about  seven  years,  and 
since  1878  has  been  operated  by  the  Crane  Iron  Com- 
pany. About  the  year  1875  there  was  also  a  rich  vein 
of  the  same  ore  discovered  on  the  premises  of  Charles 
Schoenly  at  the  same  place  ;  and  about  the  year  1881 
there  was  another  rich  vein  of  the  same  ore  discov- 
ered on  the  premises  of  Mr.  Gackenbach  at  the  same 
place,  and  also  on  the  premises  of  Jonas  Kern. 

All  these  mines  are  now  carried  on  by  the  Crane 
Iron  Company.  The  ore  produces  an  average  of  forty- 
five  per  cent,  clear  iron. 

On  the  premises  of  Mr.  Shultz,  in  Shimersville,  is 
one  of  the  richest  veins  of  oxide  iron  ore  ever  discov- 
ered in  Lehigh  County.  It  produces  an  average  of 
fifty  per  cent,  of  irou.^ 

Org^anization  of  the  Original  Townships  of  Mil- 
ford  and  Tipper  Milford,— The  territory  now  com- 
prised in  Upper  and  Lower  Milford  townships  of 
Lehigh  County  was  originally  included  in  the  county 
of  Bucks,  which  was  erected  in  1682.  The  township 
of  Milford  (in  Bucks  County)  was  organized  in  1734. 
"  No  doubt  the  agitation  for  a  township  organization 
in  Richland,  whose  inhabitants  were  moving  in  this 
direction,"  says  Gen.  Davis,  in  his  "History  of  Bucks 
County,"  "stimulated  the  people  of  Milford  to  set  up 
for  themselves."  On  June  13,  1734,  the  settlers  living 
between  the  present  county  line  and  the  region  then 
about  to  be  laid  out  as  Eiohland  petitioned  the  court 
to  lay  out  the  country  they  inhabited  into  a  township. 


1  Since  the  above  was  written,  it  has  been  reported  that  a  rich  vein  of 
manganeae  had  been  found  on  the  premiaes  of  Reuben  Shubert,  near 
Zioneville,  in  Upper  Milford  ;  and  alao  on  the  premiBes  of  Rev.  Eli  Kel- 
ler, at  the  same  place.    It  is  eetimated  to  be  worth  five  dollars  per  ton. 


The  court  doubtless  granted  the  prayer  of  the  peti- 
tioners, for  the  township  was  laid  out  and  established 
soon  after.  It  was  twice  surveyed,  both  times  by 
John  Chapman.  On  the  back  of  the  first  draft  still 
existing  is  indorsed  "  Bulla,"  the  name  by  which  the 
petitioners  desired  their  township  to  be  designated. 
If  the  name  was  ever  used  it  was  soon  changed  to 
Lower  Milford,  and  then  to  Milford. 

The  organization  of  Upper  Milford  (now  the  Upper 
and  Lower  Milfords  of  Lehigh  County)  was  undoubt- 
edly hastened  by  the  organization  of  the  "  Bulla,"  or 
present  Milford  of  Bucks.  At  what  time  the  people 
commenced  the  township  movement  is  not  known, 
but  we  find  that  on  June  10,  1737,  a  petition  signed 
by  Peter  Walber,  Ulrich  Rieszer,  Mathias  Ochs  (Ox), 
Johannes  Meyer,  Joseph  Henckel,  Daniel  Rausch, 
Heinrich  Wilhelm  Dillinger,  Heinrich  Riesz,  Chris- 
tian Biegel,  William  Bitz,  Jacob  Wetzel,  Johannes 
Beltzart,  Theobald  Mechlin,  Johannes  Post,  Melchior 
Stecher,  Michael  Kohler,  Felix  Brunner,  Jacob  Derry, 
Michael  Zimmermann,  William  Langhorst,  Martin 
Weitknecht,  Johannes  Baumgartuer,  Hans  Ord  was 
presented  to  the  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions,  then  sit- 
ting at  Newtown,  asking  for  the  section  of  county  in 
which  they  lived  to  be  laid  out  in  a  township  with  the 
following  bounds.  Beginning  at  the  northern  corner 
of  Milford  township,  at  a  chestnut,  and  then  running 
up  to  Lawick  Hills  ;  then  along  the  said  hills  to  the 
county  line  westward ;  then  down  the  county  line  to 
the  other  corner  of  Milford  township  ;  then  along  the 
line  of  said  township  to  the  place  of  beginning. 

The  new  township  was  surveyed  by  John  Chapman 
on  the  13th  of  March,  1737,  and  was  in  the  form  of  a 
square  six  miles  long  by  five  and  a  half  miles  wide, 
containing  thirty-three  square  miles,  or  twenty-one 
thousand  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres.^ 

It  may  perhaps  be  interesting  to  follow  here  a  copy 
of  the  original  form  of  John  Chapman's  report  of  his 
surveys  of  Upper  Milford  to  the  court  of  Bucks 
County. 

"  By  virtue  of  an  order  of  last  court  to  me  directed,  and  at  the  request 
of  the  inhabitants,  these  may  certify  that  I  have  Surveyed  and  laid  out 
the  Said  township,  Beginning  at  the  North  East  Corner  of  Milford  town- 
ship at  a  Chestnut  being  the  Corner  of  the  said  township  and  then  run- 
ning North  West  over  Lawick  hills  Six  miles  from  the  Said  Garner  of 
Said  township  to  a  niiirket  white  Oak,  then  South  West  along  the  back 
Side  300  chains,  tlien  to  the  top  and  over  the  hill  to  five  Miles  and  a  half 
to  the  County  lino  to  a  heap  of  stones,  then  down  the  County  line  South 
East  Six  miles  to  the  other  Corner  of  Milford  township,  then  along  the 
Said  township  line  North  East  5  miles  and  i\  half  to  the  place  of  Begin- 
ning 

"  Surveyed  on  the  IStt  day  of  the  first  month  (March)  1737/8— by 

"  John  Chapman  Sui-veyor^^ 

In  addition  to  the  petitioners,  the  following  families 
were  then  settled  in  the  territory  :  Dubs,  Eberhard, 
Huber,  Schmidt,  Miller,  Schumacher,  Keiber,  Ritter, 
Beyer,  Bischop,  Stabler,  Bitting,  Guthman,  Rosz, 
Stocker,  Ihrig,  Schambach,  Kern,  and  a  little  later 
came  the  Krauss,  Yeakel,  Kriebel,  Rittenhaus,  Flores, 


2  According  to  Mr,  G.  A.  Aschbach's  surveys  the  township  is  six  and 
one-half  miles  long  and  six  and  one-quarter  miles  wide,  and  contains 
forty  and  three-fifths  square  miles,  or  twenty-six  thousand  acres. 
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Kurr,  Schantz,  Stauffer,  Schelly,  Hiestand,  Schiffert, 
Metzger,  Schubert,  Martin  Krammes,  Schneiter, 
Heimbach,  Dickenschiedt,  Kemmerer,  and  others.' 

Peter  Walber  was  appointed  constable  of  the  terri- 
tory then  Milford  in  1737,  the  year  before  the  organ- 
ization of  Upper  Milford,  and  he  was  elected  constable 
in  1739.  Johann  Peter  Walber  (or  Nat  Walker,  as  he 
was  often  called)  was  the  first  constable  of  Upper 
Milford. 

Dividing  the  Township.— On  Dec.  6, 1852,  Upper 
Milford  was  divided  by  order  of  the  court  of  Lehigh 
County,  by  a  line  run  through  the  middle  of  the 
township  from  northeast  to  southwest.  The  upper  or 
northwestern  part  was  called  "  Upper  Milford,"  and 
the  lower  or  southeastern  part  was  called  "Penn" 
township ;  but  by  the  same  court,  in  January,  1853, 
the  name  "  Penn''  was  changed  to  Lower  Milford. 
The  first  election  in  this  new  township  (Lower  Mil- 
ford) was  held  at  the  public-house  of  Solomon  Kem- 
merer, on  March  18,  1853,  at  which  the  following 
township  ofiicers  were  elected:  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
Samuel  Stauffer;  Constable,  George  K.  Carl;  Super- 
visors, Jacob  Schantz,  Samuel  Derr;  School  Directors, 
Aaron  Dubs,  William  C.  Boeder,  Daniel  S.  Yeakel, 
Abraham  Pearson,  Samuel  Stauffer,  Samuel  Hottel; 
Auditors,  Charles  F.  Dickenshied,  Ephraim  Christ, 
William  F.  Cramer;  Inspectors,  Anthony  Mechling, 
Jacob  Weaver ;  Judge,  Abraham  Pearson ;  Treasurer, 
Solomon  Kemmerer ;  Clerk,  Saul  Wieder. 

The  first  election  in  Upper  Milford  (after  division) 
was  held  at  the  public-house  of  George  Neitz,  in 
Zionsville,  on  March  18,  1853,  at  which  time  the  fol- 
lowing officers  were  elected :  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
Samuel  Kemmerer ;  Constable,  George  Schantzen- 
bach ;  Supervisors,  Charles  E.  Boeder,  Lazarus  Weid- 
ner ;  Assessor,  George  Bachman  ;  Judge,  Henry  Dief- 
fenderfer ;  Auditor,  Jacob  Ehrhard  ;  Inspectors,  John 
Wieder,  Charles  F.  Stabler ;  School  Directors,  Fried- 
erich  Sigmund,  John  Ortt,  David  Hiestand,  Peter 
Henninger;  Treasurer,  David  Kern  ;  Clerk,  William 
Hittel. 

JUSTICES   OF   THE  PEACE   OF   UPPER  MILFOBD. 
{Prior  to  the  Division.) 


CommisBioned . 
Charles  W.  Wieand..April  14, 1840 

Lorenz  Stabler "     14,1840 

Joshua  Stahler "      15,1845 

Willoughby  Gabel...    "     15, 1845 

After  the  Division. 
CommiBBioned.  j 
Samuel  Kemmerer. ..April  13, 1853 

Keuben  Stabler "      14,  1857 

Samuel  Kemmerer-  ■     "      13,  1858 

Keuben  Stahler "      15,1862 

Samuel  Kemmerer...    "     14, 186:-; 
Keuben  Stahler "       9,1867 


Commissioned. 
Willoughby  GabeI...April    9, 1850 

Joshua  Stahler "       9,1860 

Reuben  Stahler "     13, 1852 


Commissioned. 

Samuel  C.  Lee April    14, 1868 

W.  H.  Hilligass Nov.       5, 1870 

Leon  L.  Bnvder March  24, 1874 

Phaon  0.  Weaver...     "        21, 1876 

J.  D.  G.  Kneller "        27,1879 

Phaon  0.  Weaver...April      9, 1881 


JUSTICES  OF   THE  PEACE   OF   LOWER   MILFORD. 


Commissioned. 

Samuel  Stauffer April  13, 1863 

Willoughby  Gable...     "      10,  1865 

Samuel  SlaufTer "     13, 1858 

Michael  H.Albright.    "     10,1860 

Samuel  Stauffer "      14,  1863 

Michael  H.Albright.     "      11,1865 
Charles  Mangold "     14,1868 


Commissioned. 

M.H.Albright April  8,1870 

Samuel  Stauffer "  15,1873 

Aaron  H.Wagner...    "  15,1873 

Samuel  Stauffer March  25,  1878 

Aaron  H.  Wagner...    "  25, 1878 

H.  E.  E.  Roeder April  6, 1883 

Aaron  H.Wagner...    "  6,1883 


1  See  list  of  warrants. 


Early  Settlers. — Without  any  doubt  Milford  was 
settled  by  some  individuals  as  early  as  1715,  or  pre- 
vious to  that  year,  but  there  are  no  records  to  substan- 
tiate this  conclusion,  except  those  carved  on  one  or 
two  buildings, — one,  an  old  stone  building  near  the 
Great  Swamp  Church,  which  shows  upon  its  mantel 
the  date  "  1715."  Nearly  all  of  the  early  settlers  in 
Milford  were  German.  No  doubt  many  of  those  early 
settlers,  so-called  "squatters,"  came  in  prior  to  1733. 

Many  of  those  early  German  settlers  came  to  Mil- 
ford by  the  way  of  Falkner  Swamp,  Goshenhoppen, 
or  by  the  Perkiomen  Valley. 

After  1733  there  was  an  increased  immigration  to 
the  lower  part  of  the  present  Lehigh  County.  During 
the  years  immediately  following,  the  Schwenkfelders, 
the  Mennonites,  the  Lutherans,  and  people  of  the  Re- 
formed denomination  came  to  this  country,  and  many 
of  them  settled  in  the  Hosensack  Valley  and  other 
parts  of  Upper  Milford. 

Among  the  Schwenkfelders  we  find  Balthasar 
Krausz  (now  Krauss),  Hans  Henry  Jaeckel  (now 
Yeakel),  Caspar  Jaeckel,  Christoph  Schubert,  and 
others. 

Among  the  Mennonites  we  find  Diirk  Jansen  (Der- 
rick Johnson),  Conradt  Stamm,  John  Meyer  (Moyer), 
Michael  Meyer,  Jacob  Hiestandt,  and  others. 

Among  the  German  Beformed  people  we  find  the 
names  of  Ulrich  Bieszer  (Reeser),  Franz  Busz,  Jacob 
Wetzel,  Peter  Wetzel,  Joseph  Eberhard,  Valentine 
Kaiser  (or  Felton  Beiser),  Alexander  Diefenderfer 
(or  Dibendefier),  Peter  Linn,  Jacob  Dubs,  Felix 
Brunner,  Henry  Huber,  Andreas  Kraeber  (Greber), 
Ludwig  Bitting,  Philip  Herzog,  Friederich  Wilhelm 
Kern,  Andreas  Engleman,  Nicolaus  Stahler,  Peter 
Schlosser,  Johannes  Armbriister,  Johannes  Ortt  (Ord), 
Christoph  Andreas,  George  Stahl,  Jacob  Miiller  (Mil- 
ler), and  others. 

Among  the  Lutherans  we  find  the  names  of  Jacob 
Kurr,  Thomas  Kurr,  Theobald  Michlin,  Heinrich 
Wilhelm  Dillinger  (originally  Dielinger),  Michael 
Flores,  George  Klein,  Jacob  Busch,  Balthasar  Vetter- 
man  (now  Fetterman),  Martin  Schaffer,  Peter  Hiittel 
(now  Hittel),  Ludwig  Siefers,  Caspar  Butter  (Bitter), 
Gabriel  Kohler  (Cayler),  Melchior  Stecher,  Mathias 
Ox,  John  Michguthman,  Philip  Stephan  Pappen- 
meyer,  Friederich  Nungesser,  Isaac  Leopold  Dolp 
(Delp),  Job.  David  Streib,  Heinrich  Riesz,  Michael 
Zimmerman,  and  others. 

Warrants  were  located  in  Upper  Milford  by  the 
following-named  early  settlers : 

James  Steel,  gentleman,  of  Philadelphia;  warrant 
issued  March  26, 1733,  for  two  thousand  four  hundred 
acres  of  land  in  Pennsylvania  in  several  tracts,  two 
tracts  of  which  were  situate  in  Upper  Milford  (now 
in  Lower  Milford).  One  tract  was  situate  on  the 
county-line  between  Lehigh  and  Montgomery  (then 
Bucks  and  Philadelphia)  Counties,  in  the  Hosensack 
Valley,  contains  five  hundred  acres  and  the  usual 
allowances,  and  was  described  as  follows : 
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1.  Northeast,  by  line  of  trees  crossing  Parkeaw- 
ming  Creek,  three  hundred  and  sixteen  perches.  2. 
Thence  by  line  of  trees  northwest,  two  hundred  and 
sixty-five.  3.  Thence  by  line  of  trees  southwest,  three 
hundred  and  sixteen.  4.  Thence  by  line  of  trees  south- 
east, two  hundred  and  sixty-five. 

On  the  31st  of  August,  1733,  a  proprietary  patent 
was  granted  to  James  Steel  for  said  tract  of  five  hun- 
dred acres,  with  the  reservation  to  pay  a  yearly  quit- 
rent  of  one  silver  shilling  per  each  hundred  acres. 
James  Steel  sold  this  tract  on  Feb.  8,  1741,  to  James 
Hamilton,  of  Philadelphia,  for  one  hundred  and  fifty 
pounds,  who  sold,  Dec.  23, 1761,  to  Hans  Henry  Jaekel 
(Yeakel)  for  twelve  hundred  and  fifty  pounds.  This 
tract  is  at  present  in  possession  of  Rev.  Daniel 
Yeakel,  David  S.  Yeakel  (descendants  of  Hans 
Henry  Yeakel),  and  Anthony  Schultz,  George 
Schultz,  J.  Dech,  and  others.  It  is  calculated  to 
be  of  the  richest  farm-land  in  Lehigh  County. 

The  other  tract,  containing  two  hundred  and  sev- 
enty-six acres,  situate  in  the  present  Kraussdale,  was 
surveyed  to  him  on  the  24th  day  of  April,  1734 ;  was 
sold  and  conveyed  to  Nicolaus  Walber  for  one  hun- 
dred and  eighty-nine  pounds;  one  hundred  and  sev- 
enty-nine acres  thirty-five  perches  was  patented, 
1768,  to  Rev.  George  Kriebel ;  and  the  remaining 
part  of  the  tract,  called  "Old  Rights,''  in  1770,  to 
Friederich  Limbach,  Esq.  It  is  at  present  in  posses- 
sion of  John  Stauflfer,  Milton  Oberholtzer,  Jesse  Bry, 
and  Dr.  Jonas  R.  Gerhard. 

Michael  Zimmerman  received  warrants  for  three 
tracts,  dated  Feb.  5,  1733  (renewed  Nov.  13,  1734) ; 
Sept.  19,  1738,  and  May  6,  1741,  for  three  hun- 
dred and  thirty-three  acres,  situate  in  the  Hosen- 
sack  Valley,  on  the  county-line  between  Lehigh  and 
Montgomery  (then  Bucks  and  Philadelphia)  Coun- 
ties, and  adjoining  James  Steel's  or  Hamilton's  tract, 
and  was  patented  to  Michael  and  George  Zimmer- 
man, Sr.,  on  May  23,  1741.  These  premises  were  sold 
by  the  Zimmermans,  Dec.  4,  1784,  to  John  Yund, 
who  sold,  1787,  to  John  Boeder.  It  is  at  present  in 
possession  of  Henry  E.  Roeder,  David  Roeder,  and 
others  ;  is  very  rich  farming  land. 

Martin  Weidknecht, — warrant  issued  to  him  on  the 
12th  day  of  September,  1734,  for  one  hundred  and 
seventy  acres,  situate  near  the  present  Dillingers- 
ville.  A  patent  was  granted  in  1822  for  a  part  of  the 
land  to  Jacob  Eberhard,  and  in  1837  another  patent 
for  the  other  part  to  Jacob  S.  Meyer. 

These  premises  are  at  present  in  possession  of  Lewis 
S.  Roeder,  Lewis  H.  Wieand,  Joshua  Stabler,  Henry 
D.  Meyer,  Abraham  Musselman,  and  John  S.  Rhoads. 

Heinrich  Wilhelm  Dillinger,  warrant  issued  to  him 
for  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres  in  1734,  who  sold  the 
same  about  1760  to  his  son,  John  Jacob  Dillinger 
who  obtained  a  patent  for  the  same  on  the  premises. 

In  1752  another  warrant  for  another  tract,  contain- 
ing twenty-three  acres  one  hundred  and  twenty-six 
perches,  and  was  patented   by  the  State  Executive 


Council  on  Feb.  13,  1790,  by  the  name  of  "  Gaul,"  to 
John  Dillinger,  Jr. 

These  premises  are  at  present  in  possession  of 
Daniel  Dillinger  (a  descendant),  Frederick  T.  Jobst, 
Henry  Boyer,  and  David  Schuler,  and  others. 

Jacob  Wetzel.  A  warrant  was  issued  on  July  1, 
1734,  for  a  tract  of  land  containing  one  hundred  and 
fifty  acres  to  said  Jacob  Wetzel,  and,  in  1754,  another 
warrant  for  another  tract  of  fifty -one  acres  and  thirty- 
nine  perches.  On  the  first  tract  a  proprietary  patent 
was  granted  on  Sept.  10,  1747,  and  in  the  other  on 
Aug.  9,  1754,  both  to  said  Jacob  Wetzel. 

These  premises  are  situated  in  the  Hosensack  Val- 
ley in  Lower  Milford ;  at  present  in  possession  of 
David  Schuler,  John  D.  Eberhard,  Daniel  Rothen- 
berger,  and  others. 

On  April  4,  1771,  a  third  patent  was  granted  to 
said  Jacob  Wetzel  for  a  tract  of  over  forty-seven 
acres,  called  "  Mount  Fair,"  now  in  possession  of 
Abraham  Kauffman  and  L.  S.  Roeder. 

Stephen  Riemer  (or  Reemer) — warrant  issued  to 
him  on  March  3,  1734,  for  one  hundred  acres,  who 
sold  the  same  Dec.  3,  1735,  to  Peter  Wentz,  of  Phila- 
delphia, who  obtained  a  patent  for  the  same  on  the 
9th  of  the  same  month ;  is  situate  in  the  Hosensack 
Valley.  On  this  tract  the  first  flour-  and  grist-mill 
was  erected  in  Lehigh  County  by  said  Peter  Wentz 
in  1740.  Parts  of  the  old  premises  are  now  in  pos- 
session of  Solomon  Schantz,  Reuben  M.  Roeder,  and 
Jonathan  Fretz.     The  latter  is  the  mill  property. 

Christian  Crall  (or  Kraul) — warrant  issued  for  two 
hundred  and  fifty  acres,  patented  April  26,  1782,  to 
AVilliam  Schaffer,  situate  in  the  present  village  of 
Zionsville,  and  is  now  occupied  by  George  Schall, 
Widow  Michling,  Reuben  Stabler,  Jonathan  Berkey, 
and  others.  The  new  Lutheran  Church  is  also  stand- 
ing on  the  same  ground. 

Conrad  Wetzel— warrant  issued,  dated  Feb.  25, 
1734,  for  one  hundred  and  forty-five  acres  and  fifty- 
three  perches,  to  the  said  Conrad  Wetzel,  Esq.  (for  a 
number  of  years  a  justice  of  the  peace) ;  but  as  he  did 
not  comply  with  the  conditions  of  the  warrant,  said 
warrant  was  transferred  to  Peter  Moyer  (Jan.  10, 
1749),  was  patented  Dec.  14, 17C2,  to  Christian  Miller 
of  Long  Swamp,  Berks  County.  On  these  premises 
Valentine  Deokenshied  came  accidentally,  about  the 
year  1772,  to  his  death  by  fiilling  from  the  upper  part 
of  his  barn. 

These  premises  are  now  in  possession  of  Emanuel 
Moyer,  Henry  E.  Moyer,  etc. 

GeorgeSchuhmacher  (Shoemaker)— warrant  issued, 
June  7,  1734,  for  over  two  hundred  acres,  situate  in 
the  present  Kraussdale,  on  the  line  between  Lehigh 
and  Montgomery  County  (then  Bucks  and  Philadel- 
phia Counties),  one  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  which 
are  situate  in  Lehigh  County,  in  Lower  Milford  ;  but 
as  Schuhmacher  did  not  comply  with  the  conditions,  a 
second  warrant  was  issued  for  the  same,  dated  Nov. 
10,  1749,  to  Balthaser  Krauss.     A  patent  was  granted 
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for  the  same  to  the  said  Balthaser  Krauss  on  Dec.  16, 
1749. 

This  property  is  still  in  possession  of  the  Krauss 
family. 

On  Nov.  23,  1736,  another  warrant  was  issued  for 
another  tract  of  two  hundred  acres  to  said  George 
Schuhmacher.  These  premises  are  situated  near 
Emaus,  in  Upper  Milford.  They  were  sold  to  Daniel 
Schwartz,  and  later  patented  to  Daniel  Schwartz,  and 
later  still  part  of  the  same  to  Francis  Schwartz. 

This  property  is  still,  the  greater  part  of  it,  in  pos- 
session of  the  Schwartz  family,  Peter  Henninger, 
Daniel  Klein,  and  others. 

Henry  Keiber  (Kaiber  or  Geber) — warrant  issued, 
Jan.  26,  1734,  for  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres,  in  the 
Hosensack  Valley,  in  Lower  Milford,  then  Upper 
Milford  ;  was  transferred,  June  6,  1735,  to  Andreas 
Eckhard ;  was  patented,  Aug.  6,  1757,  to  George 
Klein  ;  is  now  occupied  by  Henry  B.  Schantz,  Reu- 
ben M.  Boeder,  David  Roeder,  Christian  Weiss,  and 
others.  On  this  tract  the  present  village  of  Hosensack 
is  located. 

Theobald  Mechlin  (now  Mechling,  or  sometimes 
called  Duwalt  Meighlj') — warrant  issued  to  him, 
June  29,  1734,  for  a  tract  of  one  hundred  and  fifty- 
six  acres  and  forty  perches.  A  second  warrant  was 
issued,  June  27,  1747,  for  another  tract  of  over  twenty 
acres,  and  a  third  warrant  for  a  third  tract  of  almost 
eighteen  acres  was  issued  Oct.  6,  1757.  Patent  was 
granted  for  the  first  tract  to  Mechlin,  June  16,  1747. 
For  the  other  two  smaller  tracts,  patent  was  granted 
to  Thomas  Mechlin.  The  premises  are  still  in  pos- 
session of  the  Mechlin  family, — Mechlin  Brothers,  of 
Philadelphia. 

Jacob  Dubs — warrant  issued,  Dec.  28,  1734,  for  a 
tract  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres.  This  tract  is 
situate  in  the  Hosensack  Valley,  Lower  Milford,  and 
was  called  "Potts,"  was  patented  in  1772  to  his  son, 
Daniel  Dubs.  These  premises  were  in  possession  of 
the  Dubs  family  for  over  one  hundred  and  twenty-five 
years,  and  are  now  owned  by  Henry  W.  Longacre, 
Alfred  Freet,  and  Widow  Lydia  Dubs. 

Hans  or  John  Post — warrant  issued,  June  14,  1735, 
for  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  acres,  who  sold  the 
same,  March  3,  1794,  to  Thomas  Kurr,  who  took  an- 
other warrant,  dated  April  10, 1749,  adjoining  tract  of 
twenty-five  acres,  and  sold  both  tracts,  April  8,  1766, 
to  Ludwig  Siffert  for  three  hundred  pounds,  who  sold, 
April  25,  1775,  to  Hans  or  John  Schantz  for  seven 
hundred  pounds. 

Hans  Schantz  purchased,  April  1,  1765,  a  tract  of 
over  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  acres  from  Valen- 
tine Keiser  (which  was  conveyed  to  him  by  virtue 
of  a  warrant  dated  April  14,  1741)  for  twenty-five 
pounds.  On  March  15,  1785,  a  patent  was  granted 
to  Hans  Shantz  for  these  three  tracts,  containing 
together  two  hundred  and  ninety-five  and  three- 
quarter  acres,  which  is  all  still  in  possession  of  the 
Shantz  family,  and  owned  by  Aaron  Shantz.    This 


tract  was  patented  by  the  name  of  "Shanzburg," — 
all  in  Lower  Milford. 

Michael  Kohler  (Cayler) — warrant  issued  in  1734 
for  one  hundred  acres ;  was  surveyed  1747,  and  patent 
granted,  Oct.  10,  1748,  to  said  Michael  Kohler;  is 
now  in  possession  of  John  D.  Eberhard,  situate  in 
Hosensack  Valley,  in  Lower  Milford. 

Ulrich  Rieszer  (or  Reeser) — warrant  issued  in  1785 
for  over  two  hundred  and  sixty-nine  acres,  situate  in 
the  present  Kraussdale,  in  Lower  Milford.  A  second 
warrant,  issued  Aug.  8, 1749,  for  another  tract  of  over 
fifteen  acres,  adjoining  his  first  tract.  On  Aug.  15, 
1760,  he  obtained  a  patent  on  his  two  hundred  and 
sixty-nine  acres.  On  April  23,  1784,  he  conveyed  by 
his  last  will  and  testament  over  eighty-two  acres  to 
his  son,  Casper  Reiszer,  for  five  shillings.  The  other 
part,  one  hundred  and  ninety-five  and  three-quarter 
acres,  was  sold,  June  5,  1788,  to  Jacob  Brobst.  The 
smaller  tract,  fifteen  acres  and  thirty  perches,  was  sold 
to  Balzer  Krauss,  Jr. 

All  this  land  is  now  in  possession  of  Krauss  Bro- 
thers,— Adam  Krauss,  and  Michael  Hinnerschitz. 

Diirk  Jansen  (or  Derrick  Johnson) — warrant  issued 
in  1734 ;  patent  granted  Jan.  20,  1735,  for  three  hun- 
dred and  fifty-two  acres,  who  sold  to  Jacob  Miller,  who 
sold  to  John  Shimer,  Esq.  The  village  of  Shimers- 
ville,  in  Upper  Milford,  is  located  on  these  premises. 
The  greater  part  is  still  owned  by  the  descendants  of 
the  Shimers,— William  Shimer,  Widow  Coles  Shimer, 
and  others. 

Paul  Ritter  (sometimes  called  Riitter) — warrant  is- 
sued Dec.  2, 1737,  for  one  hundred  and  ninety-two  acres, 
situate  on  the  Hosensack  Creek.  Warrant  transferred 
May  13,  1752,  to  his  son,  Casper  Ritter,  who  obtained 
a  patent  for  the  same,  Feb.  15,  1753,  who  sold  Nov. 
28,  1758,  to  Joseph  Eberhardt  for  two  hundred  and 
fifty  pounds.  It  is  at  present  in  possession  of  Daniel 
Eberhard,  a  direct  descendant  of  Joseph  Eberhardt. 

Jacob  Miller — warrant  and  survey  in  1737,  one 
hundred  and  thirty-ihree  acres,  fifty-eight  perches, 
who  sold  and  conveyed  by  deed-poll,  April  22,  1743, 
to  John  Kooken  (or  Kocken),  to  whom  a  patent  was 
granted  for  the  same  May  17,  1761.  This  property  is 
now  in  possession  of  Michael  Shelby,  and  is  situate  in 
Lower  Milford,  near  Steinsburg. 

Michael  and  Joseph  Eberhard,  for  the  use  of  the 
"  Reformed  Calvinist  Society" — warrant  issued  May 
23,  1738,  for  one  hundred  and  thirteen  acres  seventy 
perches.  Patent  granted  to  the  same  Dec.  16,  1762. 
It  is  still  in  possession  of  the  Great  Swamp  Reformed 
congregation.  On  this  premises  the  Great  Swamp 
Trinity  Church,  one  of  the  most  splendid  country 
churches  in  East  Pennsylvania,  is  located.  It  was 
erected  in  1872-73,  and  cost  thirty  thousand  dollars. 

Matthias  Ox  (or  Ochs)— warrant  July  22,  1738,  for 
one  hundred  and  fifty-nine  acres  (later  survey  one 
hundred  and  sixty-two  acres,  and  the  latest  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty-five  acres  and  allowances),  was  pat- 
ented Jan.  20,  1747,  to  said  Matthias  Ox.    This  tract 
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is  situate  near  Dillingersville,  in  Lower  Milford,  and 
is  now  in  possession  of  Dan.  Stabler  (the  old  home- 
stead), Henry  W.  Longacre,  and  Alfret  Freet,  etc. 

Conrad  Holbe — warrant  Aug.  11, 1738.  Transferred 
Feb.  1,  1749,  to  Jacob  Smith  and  Jacob  Busch  for 
two  hundred  and  twelve  acres;  was  patented  partly 
to  Anthony  Stabler  and  partly  to  John  Martin 
Schwenck,  the  latter  dated  May  16,  1762,  for  eighty- 
eight  acres  twenty-five  perches.  The  whole  tract  is 
now  occupied  by  Charles  Scbell,  Aaron  H.  Wagner, 
Peter  Schuler,  Seth  Weaver,  and  Sol.  Gabel. 

Hans  Cord  or  John  Ord  (now  Ort  or  Ortt).  A  war- 
rant was  issued  to  said  Hans  Oord,  Sept.  11,  1738,  for 
two  hundred  acres  one  hundred  and  thirteen  perches, 
and  allowance.  Patent  granted  April  11,  1761,  to 
the  same  Hans  Oord.  Is  now  in  possession  of  Sol- 
omon Gabel,  John  B.  Gehman,  and  the  greatest  part 
of  Peter  Schuler.  The  township  line  between  Upper 
Milford  and  Lower  Milford  runs  nearly  through  the 
middle  of  the  original  tract. 

Lorenz  Erbach,  warrant  issued  for  one  hundred  and 
fifty  acres,  and  was  surveyed  to  said  Lorenz  Erbach 
in  1734  or  1735,  and  patent  was  granted  Dec.  17, 1762, 
to  Johannes  Eeiswig.  This  property  is  situate  in 
Lower  Milford,  and  is  in  possession  of  Daniel 
Stauffer. 

Johannes  Meyer  (or  John  Moyer) — warrant  issued 
for  one  hundred  and  eighty  acres  and  one  hundred 
and  twelve  perches  in  1734.  A  patent  was  granted  to 
him  Oct.  24,  1761.  Previous  to  that  year  he  erected 
a  saw-mill  on  the  premises,  and  sold  the  same  the 
same  year  (October,  1761)  to  his  children.  It  is  now 
in  possession  of  John  S.  Ziegler,  Charles  Burkhalter, 
Joel  Brunner,  Jesse  Dillinger,  and  Samuel  Stauffer, 
Esq.  (the  latter  the  saw-mill  property).  Division-line 
between  Upper  and  Lower  Milford  runs  through 
these  premises, 

Peter  Eosz  (sometimes  called  Eose) — warrant  for 
one  hundred  and  fifty-seven  acres  1737,  who  sold  to 
Isaac  Leopold  Doelp,  or  Delp,  who  sold  to  Christian 
Zeller  (now  Zelner).  When  and  to  whom  patent  was 
granted  I  am  not  able  to  ascertain.  It  is  now  in  pos- 
session of  Abraham  Musselman  and  others,  and  is 
situate  in  Lower  Milford. 

Michael  Moser — warrant  issued  in  1734  for  one 
hundred  acres.  When  and  to  whom  this  tract  was 
patented  I  am  not  now  able  to  ascertain.  It  is  the 
same  tract  on  which  the  present  village  of  Dillingers- 
ville is  located,  and  is  now  in  possession  of  Freiderich 
T.  Jobst,  Israel  Larosoh,  Edwin  S.  Diefenderfer,  James 
V.  Mazurie,  Edward  Eeinhard,  and  others.  It  is 
situate  in  Lower  Milford. 

Balzer  Gueren — warrant  about  1738  for  two  hundred 
acres,  situate  on  the  origin  of  the  Hosensack  Creek. 
It  is  now  in  possession  of  James  D.  Dillinger  ;  is  situ- 
ated in  Lower  Milford. 

Lutheran  congregation.  These  premises  contain 
twenty-nine  acres  one  hundred  and  thirty-seven 
perches,  and  were  selected  by  the  members  of  said  con- 


gregation (by  Theobald  Mechlin,  Heinrich  Wilhelm 
Dillinger,  and  others)  for  school  and  church  purposes. 
Warrant  was  issued  to  Christopher  Guthman,  Mathias 
Ox,  and  Jacob  Dillinger,  for  said  congregation,  April 

24,  1770.  It  was  surveyed  March  10, 1840,  and  patent 
granted  the  same  year.  These  premises  are  situated 
near  the  village  of  Dillingersville,  and  are  now  in  pos- 
session of  John  N.  Bitting  and  "  The  Union  School 
and  Church  Association''  (a  school  incorporation). 

Henry  Riesz  (Eisz  or  Eeesz) — warrant  issued  Sept. 
12, 1738,  for  two  hundred  acres  and  seventy-five  perches 
to  said  Henry  Eiesz.  Patent  was  granted  for  the 
same  to  Jacob  Hiestand,  Sept.  3,  1787,  by  the  name 
of  "  Hiestand's  Delight."  This  tract  is  situate  in 
Upper  Milford,  and  is  at  present  in  possession  of 
Henry  G.  Schantz,  Wm.  G.  Mayer,  Eev.  William  Geh- 
man, and  Samuel  Musselman.  By  virtue  of  a  war- 
rant dated  Jan.  22,  1744,  there  was  surveyed  on  19th 
day  of  July,  1744,  another  tract  containing  fifty  acres 
one  hundred  and  twenty -five  perches  to  Henry  Reisz, 
adjoining  his  other  land.     A  patent  was  granted  May 

25,  1822,  for  twenty-nine  acres  sixteen  perches,  and 
allowances  (part  of  fifty  acres  one  hundred  and 
twenty-five  perches),  to  Daniel  Mohr,  situate  in 
Upper  Milford  near  Vera  Cruz,  and  in  possession  of 
Thomas  Mohr,  who  sold  lately  by  agreement  to  F.  S. 
Schwartz. 

Jacob  Eausch — warrant  issued  Sept.  11,  1738,  and 
surveyed  to  said  Jacob  Eausch,  one  hundred  and  fif- 
teen acres  and  fifty-four  perches.  Patent  granted 
May  8,  1789,  to  Peter  Busch.  This  tract  is  situate  in 
Lower  Milford,  and  is  now  in  possession  of  Anthony 
M.  Urider,  Charles  Derr,  Anthony  Schiffert,  Abra- 
ham Hentricks,  and  others. 

Valentine  Keiser  (or  sometimes  called  Felton  Kei- 
ser)— warrant  issued  June  26,  1734,  and  a  second  on 
April  22,  1735,  for  two  tracts,  situate  in  the  Hosen- 
sack Valley,  containing  together  one  hundred  and 
fifty  acres,  which  was  surveyed  March  30,  1736.  But 
as  he  did  not  comply  with  the  conditions  another 
warrant  was  issued  March  14, 1742,  for  the  same  tracts 
unto  Joseph  Eberhardt,  Sr.  Patent  was  granted  soon 
afterwards.  The  premises  are  now  in  possession  of 
Dr.  J.  H.  Dickensbied. 

On  April  14,  1741,  another  warrant  was  issued  for 
another  tract  containing  one  hundred  acres,  situate 
on  a  branch  of  the  Hosensack.  Keiser  conveyed  the 
same,  April  1,  176ri,  unto  Hans  or  John  Schantz,  who 
obtained  a  patent  as  above  described.  It  is  now  in 
possession  of  Aaron  Schantz. 

Henry  Schiszler  (Sheezler)— warrant  issued  for  one 
hundred  and  forty-nine  and  three-fourths  acres,  situ- 
ate near  the  present  village  of  Zionsville,  in  Upper 
Milford,  which  was  dated  Sept.  15,  1738.  Patent 
granted  Oct.  5,  1761,  for  the  same  to  John  Nicolaus 
Stabler. 

Michael  BiscKop— warrant  issued  for  two  hundred 
and  three  acres  sixty  perches,  situate  on  the  line 
between  Lehigh  and  Bucks  County,  near  the  village 
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of  Steinsburg,  Bucks  Co.  Patent  was  granted  for  the 
same  to  said  Michael  Bischop,  Aug.  1,  1764. 

Joseph  Eberhardt,  Sr. — warrant  issued  for  four  hun- 
dred and  one  acres,  situate  in  Lower  Milford  (then 
Upper  Milford).  Patent  was  granted  for  the  same  to 
said  Joseph  Eberhardt,  Sr.,  on  April  27,  1746,  who 
divided  this  tract  on  Jan.  17, 1759  (by  Surveyor  David 
Schultze),  in  two  equal  parts,  and  conveyed  by  his 
last  will  and  testament,  dated  November  3d  of  the 
same  year,  one  part  to  his  son,  Peter  Eberhard,  and 
the  other  part  to  his  son,  Abraham  Eberhard.  Those 
four  hundred  and  one  acres  are  now  in  possession  of 
John  D.  Eberhard  and  his  sister,  Mrs.  Mary  Spinner 
(both  direct  descendants),  Aaron  Klein,  John  Dover, 
Samuel  Heimbach,  James  Heimbach,  Joseph  M. 
Benner,  John  M.  Reinhard,  and  others. 

On  Jan.  29,  1752,  another  warrant  was  issued  to 
Joseph  Eberhardt,  Sr., — sixty-seven  acres  ninety-six 
perches, — and  was  patented  Feb.  25,  1758.  It  is  now 
in  possession  of  John  D.  Eberhard. 

Leonard  Lotz  (or  Lutz) — warrant  for  two  hundred 
acres  thirty-nine  perches,  issued  on  Jan.  9,  1739.  A 
patent  was  granted  on  July  17,  1761,  for  the  same  to 
Rudolph  Weiss.  This  tract  is  situate  near  Zionsville, 
in  Upper  Milford.  The  church  of  the  Evangelical 
Association  is  located  on  the  premises.  It  is  at 
present  occupied  by  Widow  Schubert,  Reuben  Schu- 
bert, Tilghman  Stabler,  Levi  Schultz,  and  others. 

Peter  Wentz — warrant  issued,  and  soon  after  a 
patent  granted,  Sept.  24,  1739,  for  two  tracts  con- 
taining (1)  eighty-nine  acres  thirty-seven  perches, 
and  (2)  eleven  acres  twenty-three  perches,  together 
with  one  hundred  acres  sixty  perches  situate  in  the 
Hosensack  Valley,  in  Lower  Milford  (then  Upper 
Milford).  It  is  now  partly  in  possession  of  Solomon 
Schantz,  Reuben  M.  Roeder,  Jonathan  Fretz,  Henry 
C.  Schoenly,  and  William  Schoenly.  Between  said 
two  tracts  there  was  situate  another  tract  of  one  hun- 
dred acres,  which  Peter  Wentz  purchased  Dec.  3, 
1735,  from  Stephan  Riemer,  on  which  he  erected  a 
flour  and  grist-mill  in  1740. 

Friederich  Notes — warrant  issued  and  survey,  one 
hundred  and  four  acres,  in  1740,  who  sold  Nov.  16, 
1745,  to  Henry  Schleiffer,  who  obtained  a  patent 
June  28,  1765. 

Henry  Schleiffer — warrant  issued  and  surveyed  on 
adjoining  tract  containing  one  hundred  and  twelve 
acres  one  hundred  and  fifty-six  perches  in  1752. 
Patent  was  also  granted  June  28,  1765,  to  Henry 
Schleiffer,  who  sold  both  tracts,  containing  almost  two 
hundred  and  seventeen  acres,  March  2,  1796,  to  Abra- 
ham Hiestand.-  On  the  first  tract  tfie  Mennonite 
Church  is  located.  Both  tracts  are  now  in  possession 
of  Abraham  Geisinger  and  sons,  and  others.  Zions- 
ville Station  is  also  located  on  the  same. 

John  Hiestand— warrant  issued  Dec.  4,  1740,  for 
one  hundred  and  twenty-four  acres  one  hundred  and 
fifty-two  perches  to  John  Hiestand.  A  second  war- 
rant was  issued  March  15, 1743,  for  another  adjoining 


tract  of  thirty-seven  acres  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
eight  perches.  A  patent  was  granted  to  John  Hies- 
tand for  both  tracts,  one  hundred  and  sixty-two  acres 
one  hundred  and  thirty  perches,  on  June  30,  1762. 
The  premises  are  situate  in  Upper  Milford,  and  are 
in  possession  of  the  Hiestands. 

Philip  Kolbach  (Kolbeck  and  Kolbeg) — warrant 
issued  May  31,  1743.  But  as  he  did  not  comply  with 
the  usual  conditions  another  warrant  was  issued  Jan. 
21,  1752,  to  Michael  Flores.  The  tract  contained  one 
hundred  and  thirty-seven  acres,  and  situate  near  the 
present  village  of  Dillingersville,  in  Lower  Milford. 
A  patent  was  granted  to  said  Michael  Flores  on  Feb. 
23,  1763.  The  premises  are  at  present  in  possession 
of  Davis  and  Franklin  Flores,  Jacob  F.  Schell,  James 
V.  Mazurie,  Friederich  T.  Jobst,  etc. 

Peter  Rittenhaus  (or  Rittenhouse) — warrant  issued 

1741,  for  two  hundred  and  fifty  acres,  situate  on  the 
Hosensack  Creek.  Patent  was  granted  Jan.  8,  1774, 
to  Abraham  Meyer,  and  was  called  "  Meyer's  Neglect." 
On  these  premises  Henry  Funk  erected,  1775,  a  flour- 
and  grist-mill,  later  Kriebel's  mill.  These  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  acres  are  now  in  possession  of  Samuel 
Miller,  Joel  Yeakle,  Daniel  Schultz  (mill  property), 
and  others. 

Andrew  Eckhard  (sometimes  called  Skart) — war- 
rant, 1743,  for  forty-five  acres  in  the  Hosensack 
Valley.  Patent  granted  to  George  Stahl ;  is  now  in 
possession  of  Reuben  M.  Roeder. 

Michael  Meyer — warrant  issued  for  one  hundred 
acres  one  hundred  and  thirty  perches,  dated  Sept.  1, 
1741  (situate  near  Shimersville,  in  Upper  Milford), 
to  said  Michael  Meyer,  who  sold  the  same  Dec.  7, 
1752,  to  Friederich  Kern,  who  obtained  a  patent  on 
the  same  premises  two  days  afterward,  Dec.  9,  1752. 
This  property  is  still  in  possession  of  the  Kerns,  as 
Thomas  Kern,  Jonas  Kern,  and  David  Kern. 

On  Jan.  25,  1744,  another  warrant  was  issued  to 
Michael  Meyer  for  another  tract,  containing  forty- 
eight  acres  thirty-five  perches.  Patent  granted  Nov. 
17,  1789,  to  Conrad  Meyer,  by  the  name  of  Meyers- 
burg.  This  tract  is  situate  near  Zionsville,  and  is  in 
possession  of  Edwin  Christman. 

Conrad  Stamm — warrant  issued  to  the  said  Conrad 
Stamm  for  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres.  Patent  was 
granted  March  20,  1743,  to  said  Conrad  Stamm  for 
the  said  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres.  This  tract  is 
situate  in  Upper  Milford,  near  Zionsville,  and  now  in 
possession  of  Conrad  Moyer,  Edwin  Christman,  and 
others. 

Friederich   Kemmerer — warrant    dated    Aug.    17, 

1742,  for  ninety-eight  acres  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
two  perches,  by  the  name  of  Meatville.  A  patent 
was  granted  for  the  same  Sept.  6,  1796,  by  the  State 
Executive  Council,  unto  Abraham  Schantz.  This 
tract  is  situate  near  Dillingersville,  and  is  now  in 
possession  of  Christian  Schantz  and  Readan  Schantz. 

Ludwig  Bitting — warrant  issued  to  him  March  30, 
1744,   for  fifty-one  acres   one    hundred   and  fifteen 
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perches.  Patented  Oct.  12,  1772,  by  the  name  of 
First  Fruits,  to  Andrew  Graber.  Is  situate  on  the 
Hosensack  Hill,  in  Lower  Milford. 

George  Mack — warrant  issued,  dated  Jan.  3,  1739, 
for  one  hundred  acres,  in  the  Hosensack  Valley,  and 
was  later  sold  and  patented  to  George  Stahl  and  John 
Molder,  Sr.  Patent  granted  March  31,  1830,  for 
forty-nine  acres,  and  Sept.  4,  1847,  for  sixteen  acres 
forty-eight  perches,  to  John  Boeder,  Sr.  Is  now  oc- 
cupied by  John  M.  Boeder,  David  Boeder,  and 
Thomas  Boeder. 

On  June  10,  1744,  another  warrant  was  issued  for 
another  tract  of  one  hundred  acres  one  hundred  and 
thirty-seven  perches,  to  George  Mack.  This  tract  was 
purchased  Feb.  20,  1808,  by  Abraham  Kriebel,  and 
purchased  the  same  day  from  Conrad  Wetzel  an  ad- 
joining tract  of  over  thirty-two  acres;  These  two 
tracts  were  patented  March  18,  1808,  by  the  name  of 
Abraham's  Plain,  to  said  Abraham  Kriebel,  and  is 
now  in  the  possession  of  Isaac  S.  Boeder,  a  successful 
farmer. 

John  Bingamin — warrant  dated  April  — ,  1744,  for 
one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  ninety-two  perches, 
who  sold  Jan.  20,  1753,  to  Peter  Hittel,  who  obtained 
a  patent  in  April,  1762.  It  is  now  in  possession  of 
Isaac  Merkel,  Charles  Schoenly,  Mr.  Gackenbach, 
etc.     Situated  near  Ziousville,  in  Upper  Milford. 

Jacob  Gartenhauer,  two  warrants,  (1)  Oct.  23, 1745, 
for  twenty-nine  acres ;  (2)  dated  Sept.  4,  1747,  for 
twenty-four  acres.  Situate  near  Emaus.  Now  in 
possession  of  Elias  Doney  and  others. 

George  Strepeck,  or  Strespeck  (probably  Streisz- 
bach) — warrant  dated  Dec.  8,  1744,  for  one  hundred 
and  fifty  acres,  who  sold  to  Frederick  Martin,  who 
obtained  a  patent  for  the  same.  Situate  in  Upper 
Milford,  and  now  in  possession  of  David  Klein,  Peter 
Marks,  and  others. 

Nicolaus  Staehler  (or  Stabler) — warrant  dated  Oct. 
11,  1744,  for  twenty-six  acres  fifty-one  perches,  who 
purchased,  Sept.  6,  1759,  from  Henry  Schiszler,  an 
adjoining  tract  of  one  hundred  and  forty-nine  and 
three-quarter  acres.  On  Oct.  5,  1761,  a  patent  was 
granted  to  N".  Stabler  for  both  tracts.  Situate  near 
Zionsville,  in  Upper  Milford.  Is  at  present  in  pos- 
session of  Enos  Truckenmiller  and  Charles  F.  Stabler. 
Christian  Biegel  (Bigli  or  Beighly)— warrant  dated 
Dec.  20, 1745,  for  eighty-eight  and  a  half  acres.  Biegel 
sold,  Dec.  24, 1756,  to  Peter  Martin,  who  sold,  Feb.  26, 
1774,  to  Conrad  Seip,  who  sold,  March  24,  1777,  to 
Michael  Andreas,  who  sold,  Jan.  28,  1783,  to  Henry 
Meyer,  who  obtained  a  patent  on  the  suqx',  by  the 
name  of  Meyerton,  April  16,  1789.  Situate  in  Upper 
Milford,  and  occupied  by  William  G.  Moyer,  a  direct 
descendant. 

Peter  Kohler  (sometimes  called  Kouchler) war- 
rant dated  Nov.  20,  1745,  for  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
five  acres.  Situate  in  western  corner  of  Upper  Mil- 
ford. Now  in  possession  of  J.  Mangold,  A.  Drucken- 
miller,  and  others. 


Michael  Schmidt  (Smith) — warrant  issued  for  two 
hundred  and  eighty-four  and  three-quarter  acres,  and 
patent  was  granted  April  4,  1750.  Situate  near 
Limeport,  in  Lower  Milford,  and  now  in  possession 
of  Nathan  Kemmer,  Joel  Wieder,  Thomas  Liebens- 
perger's  heirs,  etc. 

Peter  Broomfeld — warrant  dated  Feb.  10,  1749,  for 
a  tract  of  sixty-two  acres  one  hundred  and  forty -three 
perches,  who  sold,  May  12,  1763,  to  Peter  Hittel,  to 
whom  a  patent  was  granted  April  24,  1762.  Situate 
in  Upper  Milford,  and  is  occupied  by  William  Yeakel. 
Jacob  Kurr — warrant  dated  March  2, 1746,  for  forty- 
six  acres  one  hundred  and  fifty-five  perches.  Patent 
granted  to  Casper  Rieszer,  by  the  name  of  Escurial. 
Situate  in  the  Hosensack  Valley ;  in  possession  of 
Daniel  Schultz.  On  March  9,  1752,  another  warrant 
was  issued  for  another  tract  of  over  thirty-two  acres. 
Patent  granted  to  Abraham  Kriebel  (part  of  Abra- 
ham's Plain). 

Thomas  Kurr  —  warrant  dated  April  10,  1749; 
twenty-five  acres.  Another  warrant,  dated  March  3, 
1749,  for  another  tract  of  thirty-nine  and  three-quarter 
acres.  The  twenty-five-acre  tract  was  patented  to 
Hans  Schanz,  included  in  Schanzburg,  as  already 
stated.  The  other  tract  was  sold  to  George  Klein. 
A  patent  was  granted  to  him  by  the  name  of  Klein- 
hausen.  Situate  in  Lower  Milford,  and  owned  by 
H.  B.  Schantz.  Jacob  and  Thomas  Kurr  removed 
to  Tulpehocken,  Berks  Co. 

George  Klein — warrant  for  ninety-five  acres  one 
hundred  and  eight  perches  in  the  Hosensack  Valley. 
A  patent  was  granted  Jan.  5, 1759,  for  the  same  tract  to 
George  Klein.  Now  in  possession  of  Henry  B.  Schantz, 
David  Boeder,  and  others. 

Felix  Brunner — warrant  issued  for  over  two  hun- 
dred acres,  and  was  sold  (1763)  to  George  Urfier,  and 
no  doubt  the  patent  was  granted  to  him.  The  prem- 
ises are  situated  in  Lower  Milford,  and  are  now  in 
possession  of  Milton  L.  Fluck,  Samuel  D.  Stauffer, 
Benoville  X.  Schell,  and  others. 

Melchior  Stecher— warrant  1735,  who  sold  later  to 
Joseph  Eberhardt,  to  whom  patent  was  granted. 
Situate  in  Lower  Milford,  and  now  in  possession  of 
Alvin  Jarrett,  David  Heimbach's  heirs,  Peter  Gehris, 
etc. 

Christopher  Krauss— 1740,  over  one  hundred  acres, 
and  patent  was  granted  to  him,  situate  in  the  Hosen- 
sack Valley.  (In  the  private  rooms  of  Christoph 
Krauss  a  school  was  established  in  1765  by  Charles 
Guss  as  teacher.  His  salary  was  thirty-five  pounds, 
besides  eight  bushels  of  grain,  free  dwelling,  garden, 
and  feed  for  one  cow  per  annum  for  a  term  of  four 
years.)  Premises  now  in  possession  of  Mr.  Heiler, 
Samuel  G.  Carl,  and  others. 

Hans  Adam  Trump,  or  John  Adams  Trump,  about 
the  same  time,  over  one  hundred  acres  in  the  Hosen- 
sack, and  patent  granted  to  him.  Premises  now  in 
possession  of  Henry  T.  Schell,  Nathan  Stahl,  Elias 
Tri*np,  Henry  Trump,  and  others. 
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George  Hoffman — warrant  dated  Nov.  27,  1745, 
twenty-seven  acres  one  hundred  and  forty-one  perches. 
Situate  near  Emaus,  in  Upper  Milford.  Now  in  pos- 
session of  Uriah  Wieand. 

Henry  Rudolph  —  warrant  dated  Oct.  16,  1746, 
eighty-one  acres.  Situate  in  Upper  Milford,  near  the 
present  Vera  Cruz  Station.  Patent  was  granted  Sept. 
25,  1822,  for  thirty-five  acres  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
four  perches,  part  of  eighty-one  acres,  to  Ahraham 
Schieler. 

Henry  Huber— warrant  for  one  hundred  and  thir- 
teen acres  was  issued  Aug.  24, 1747,  to  Jacob  Schmidt 
(Smith),  but  was  transferred  and  surveyed  the  same 
year  to  said  Henry  Huber,  who  sold,  Dec.  16,  1751, 
to  Henry  Otto  (now  called  Ott),  who  sold,  Dec.  7, 
1773,  to  his  son,  Christoph  Ott,  to  whom,  Jan.  2, 1789, 
a  patent  was  granted.  Situated  in  Lower  Milford, 
and  in  possession  of  John  Funk,  C.  W.  Urffer,  and 
George  Miller. 

Conrad  Wetzel  (see  above).  A  second  warrant  was 
issued  to  the  said  Conrad  Wetzel  in  1748  for  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty -four  acres,  and  sold,  1753,  to  George 
Stahlnecker,  to  whom  a  patent  was  granted  Feb.  20, 
1754.  Situate  in  Lower  Milford,  owned  now  by  Joel 
Wieder,  Saul  Wieder,  and  others. 

John  Peter  Walber  (first  constable  of  Upper  Mil- 
ford). On  Dec.  14, 1751,  patents  were  granted  to  him 
for  the  following  four  tracts,  containing  together 
one  hundred  and  eighty-two  acres  one  hundred  and 
fifty-one  perches,  viz. :  First  tract,  fifty-three  acres ; 
second  tract,  forty-nine  acres  sixty-four  perches ; 
third  tract,  sixty-two  acres ;  fourth  tract,  eighteen 
acres  eighty-seven  perches.  It  is  situate  in  Krauss- 
dale,  in  Lower  Milford.  The  first  and  third  tracts  are 
now  in  possession  of  Leonard  Stauffer,  and  the  second 
and  fourth  tracts  are  in  possession  of  Jonas  K.  Ger- 
hart,  etc. 

Christopher  Walber.  A  patent  was  granted  to  the 
said  Christopher  Walber,  dated  June  5,  1753,  for  two 
hundred  and  thirty  acres  one  hundred  and  ten  perches, 
situate  also  in  Kraussdale,  and  adjoining  land  of  his 
brother,  John  Peter  Walber.  Is  now  in  possession 
of  Dr.  Jonas  K.  Gerhard,  John  Stauffer,  Leonhard 
Stauffer,  Nathan  Berkey,  George  Kerwer,  and  others. 
Philip  Stephan  Poppenmeyer — warrant  issued  Nov. 
27,  1747,  for  a  tract  of  sixty  acres.  A  patent  was 
granted  May  29,  1822,  to  Jacob  Meyer.  Is  situate 
near  Zionsville,  in  Upper  Milford,  and  now  occupied 
by  Edwin  Christman.  A  second  warrant,  bearing  the 
same  date,  was  issued  to  the  said  P.  S.  Poppenmeyer 
for  another  tract  of  eighty-one  acres  ninety-three 
perches.  A  patent  was  granted  Aug.  9,  1827,  for 
fifty-six  acres  eighty-eight  perches  (part  of  eighty- 
one  acres  ninety-three  perches),  to  Jacob  Andreas. 
Is  now  in  possession  of  William  Lerens. 

Peter  Fink — twenty-five  acres  was  surveyed  (part 

of  the  above-described  eighty-one  acres  ninety-three 

perches)  by  virtue  of  another  warrant  dated  Nov.  18, 

1757,  to  Peter  Fink,  and  patent  granted  Jan.  3,  1832, 
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for  the  same  to  Jacob  Ortt.  This  tract  is  now  occu- 
pied by  Charles  Bander,  Jr.,  situate  in  Upper  Milford. 

George  Si'hambach — warrant  1740,  for  two  hundred 
and  thirty-five  acres.  Sold  to  Jacob  Sicher,  to  whom  a 
patent  was  granted  for  the  same  March  3,  1789.  Sit- 
uate in  Upper  Milford,  and  is  now  in  possession  of 
Abraham  Hiestaud,  Jacob  Hiestand,  Benjamin  Wet- 
zel, N.  Snyder,  and  others. 

Michael  Bastian — warrant  dated  March  6,  1752. 
Patent  was  granted  June  13,  1811,  to  John  Schuler, 
Esq.  Situate  in  Upper  Milford,  and  is  now  in  posses- 
sion of  Moses  Ortt. 

David  Streib — warrant  issued  dated  Jan.  3, 1748,  for 
seventy-three  acres  one  hundred  and  fifty  perches. 
Situate  in  the  Hosensack  Valley,  who  sold,  June  9, 

1760,  to  Peter  Edelman,  who  obtained  a  patent  granted 
Feb.  1, 1770,  by  the  name  of  "  Ladle."  It  is  at  present 
occupied  by  Solomon  Schantz. 

Philip  Herzog — warrant  issued  for  one  hundred  and 
two  acres,  situate  at  the  present  village  of  Zionsville. 
Patent  was  granted  to  him  Sept.  11,  1751.  On  this 
premises  the  lower  part  of  Zionsvjlle  and  the  Re- 
formed Church  is  located.  Is  now  in  possession  of 
Henry  Roth,  Leon  Snj'der,  Esq.,  Mrs.  Chs.  Yerger, 
Conrad  Moyer,  Joseph  Z.  Yeakel,  Dr.  Chs.  Appel, 
and  others. 

Bernhard  Baer — warrant  issued   for  one  hundred 

and  thirteen  acres,  and  was  patented  Jan.  3,  1760. 

i  Situate  on  the  Bald  Hill,  in  Upper  Milford,  and  is 

at  present  in  possession  and  occupied  by  Tilghman 

Stahl. 

Adam  Krammes — warrant  issued  for  seventy-two 
acres  one  hundred  and  forty  perches,  to  the  said 
Adam  Krammes,  who  conveyed  the  same,  June  8, 
1762,  to  Simon  Schneiter  (Snyder),  to  whom  a  patent 
was  granted  by  the  name  of  "  Snyderburg,"  March  27, 
1782.  It  is  situate  near  Zionsville,  in  Upper  Milford, 
and  is  still  in  possession  of  the  Snyders  (or  Schnecter) ; 
occupied  by  Jacob  Schneiter,  a  direct  descendant. 

Wendell  Heimbach — warrant  issued  for  ninety- 
nine  acres  twenty-four  perches,  and  patent  granted 
March  22,  1782,  to  his  son,  David  Heimbach  (father 
of  Hampton  Furnace).  The  premises  are  situate  in 
Upper  Milford,  and  are  now  owned  by.D.  W.  Kem- 
merer. 

Michael  Hartman  Dillow — warrant,  seventy-two 
acres  eighty-four  perches.      Patent  granted  Oct.  7, 

1761,  to  said  M.  H.  Dillow.  Situate  in  Lower  Mil- 
ford, and  now  in  possession  of  Jacob  Corner. 

Friederich  Fahnel — warrant  Oct.  12,  1764,  for 
twenty-three  acres  ninety-eight  perches,  and  patent 
granted  April  15,  1765,  and  sold  to  John  Hiestand 
Oct.  5,  1775:  Situate  in  Upper  Milford,  and  in  pos- 
session of  Hiestands. 

Michael  Guthman — warrant  for  one  hundred  and 
three  acres,  who  sold  to  John  Adam  Gebhard.  Pat- 
ent was  granted  April  4, 1771,  to  said  Adam  Gebhard. 
Situate  in  Upper  Milford,  and  is  at  present  in  posses- 
sion of  Levi  N.  Schelly. 
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George  Lewitz — warrant  and  survey  Aug.  15,  1765, 
who  sold,  1767,  to  Adam  Hillegas,  who  sold,  1772,  to 
his  son,  John  Hilligass,  to  whom  a  patent  was  granted 
Oct.  5,  1784,  by  the  name  of  "  Fairfield,"  and  con- 
tained ninety-two  acres  eighty  perches.  Situate  in 
the  Hosensack  Valley.  Occupied  by  Keuben  M. 
Roeder,  William  Trump,  etc. 

Herman  Niesz — warrant  for  one  hundred  and  sev- 
enty-eight acres  thirty-three  perches.  Patent  was 
granted  to  said  H.  Niesz,  dated  Oct.  21,  1767,  for  the 
same  tract,  and  was  called  "Niess  Heim."  Situate 
near  Vera  Cruz,  in  Upper  Milford,  and  is  now  in  pos- 
session of  Mrs.  Niess  ( widow  of  Joseph  Niess),  Daniel 
Klein,  Thomas  Mohr  (now  F.  S.  Schwartz),  John 
Lautenschlaeger,  and  others. 

Michael  Wolfgang — warrant  issued  for  one  hun- 
dred and  forty-four  acres,  which  was  dated  Nov.  16, 
1750.  I  am  not  able  to  state  when  and  to  whom  this 
tract  was  patented.  It  is  situate  in  Upper  Milford, 
near  Emaus,  and  is  at  present  in  possession  of  David 
Schaflfer,  Jacob  Schell,  and  others. 

Jacob  Stahl— warrant  issued,  and  patent  was 
granted  for  one  hundred  and  thirty-five  acres  twenty 
perches,  to  said  Jacob  Stahl,  July  28,  1761.  Jacob 
Stahl  died  1786,  and  the  property  was  sold  to  Andrew 
Eiesser,  who  sold,  June  13,  1789,  to  Philip  Walter, 
who  erected,  about  the  year  1796,  a  saw-mill  and  a 
grist-mill.  Situate  near  Zionsville.  Division-line 
between  Upper  and  Lower  Milford  runs  through  the 
premises.  It  is  now  in  possession  of  Edward  Heist, 
Charles  Klein,  and  heirs  of  John  Ehrhard,  deceased. 

Philip  Tauney  (Thani,  Thauni,  or  now  Doney)— 
warrant  issued  for  thirty-eight  acres  seventy-one 
perches,  dated  Nov.  27,  1744.  Patent  was  granted 
for  the  same  July  25,  1821,  to  Henry  Leibert.  (On 
this  premises,  between  1768  and  1778,  the  so-called 
Leibert's  mill  was  erected  by  Jacob  Hahn.)  Situate 
in  Upper  Milford,  is  now  in  possession  of  William  G. 
Moyer,  who  sold  by  agreement  in  July,  1883,  to  Jesse 
Staufier,  to  take  effect  April  1,  1884. 

By  virtue  of  another  warrant,  dated  March  24, 1752, 
there  was  surveyed  another  tract,  containing  two  hun- 
dred and  sixty-nine  acres,  to  said  Philip  Tauney ;  but 
I  am  not  able  to  state  to  whom  and  when  the  patent 
was  granted.  It  adjoins  the  first-described  tract.  Is 
now  in  possession  of  N.  Heller,  T.  Buskirk,  D.  Fischer 
J.  Jordan,  P.  Schuler,  and  others. 

George  Stahl— warrant  issued  dated  Sept.  12,  1765, 
for  forty-seven  acres,  to  said  George  Stahl.  Patented 
to  Jacob  Miller  and  others.  Situate  in  Upper  Mil- 
ford, and  now  owned  by  Tilghman  Stabler. 

Jacob  Hahn — warrant  issued.  Patent  granted  for 
twenty-five  acres  by  the  name  "Squarril'a  Plain." 
Now  Charles  Schwartz's,  etc. 

George  Chlewein— warrant  dated  May  25,  1756  for 
eleven  and  one-half  acres.  Patent  dated  July  10 
1789,  granted  to  Andrew  Engelman,  called  "Spring- 
field," and  situate  in  Upper  Milford.  Now  Henry  E 
Moyer's. 


Christoph  Andreas  Guthman — warrant  issued  1738, 
for  one  hundred  and  three  acres,  who  sold  to  John 
Adam  Gebhard,  to  whom  a  patent  was  granted  April 
4,  1771.  Situate  in  Upper  Milford,  is  now  in  posses- 
sion of  Abraham  Kauifman,  Henry  G.  Schantz,  and 
Levi  N.  Schelley. 

Johann  Adam  Roth — warrant  issued  Nov.  2,  1751, 
for  two  tracts,  (1)  twenty-seven  acres  one  hundred 
and  twenty -two  perches,  and  (2)  seven  acres  seventy- 
six  perches,  together  thirty-five  acres  thirty-eight 
perches.  Patent  granted,  1837,  to  Christian  Schearer. 
Situate  in  Lower  Milford.  Now  owned  by  Thomas 
Schearer,  Abraham  Hentricks,  and  John  B.  Dit- 
low. 

Peter  Schlosser — warrant  dated  Feb.  17,  1756,  for 
forty-six  acres  one  hundred  and  thirteen  perches. 
Patent  granted  Jan.  23, 1875,  for  the  same  to  Thomas 
Schearer.  Situate  in  Lower  Milford.  Now  in  pos- 
session of  Thomas  Schearer,  David  Heil,  Charles 
Derr,  and  others. 

Nicolaus  Dietz — warrant  issued.  Patent  was  granted 
dated  Nov.  27, 1789,  for  two  tracts,  containing  together 
one  hundred  and  sixty-three  acres,  ten  perches,  called 
No.  25,  "  lying  in  Richland  Manor."  Situate  in  Lower 
Milford,  and  is  still  in  possession  of  several  of  the 
Dietzs.  About  this  "Richland  Manor"  I  am  yet 
unable  to  give  anything. 

William  Bitz  (sometimes  called  Bit,  Pitts,  etc.)— 
warrant  issued  in  1738  for  a  tract  of  land  containing 
forty  seven  acres  twenty-nine  perches.  Patent  was 
granted  April  4,  1771,  to  Jacob  Wetzel  and  was  called 
Mount  Fair.     (See  Jacob  Wetzel.) 

William  Rueb  (or  Rieb)— warrant  March  24,  1748, 
for  forty-three  acres  thirty  perches.  Patent  granted 
April  6,  1816,  to  Jacob  Schantz.  On  this  tract  the 
Evangelical  United  Mennonite  Church,  in  Upper 
Milford,  is  located.  The  remaining  part  is  at  present 
in  possession  of  William  G.  Moyer,  Henry  G.  Schantz, 
John  F.  Roeder,  Lewis  S.  Roeder,  and  Erwin  Standi. 
Johannes  Keichler(or  sometimes  called  Keuler)— 
A  warrant  was  issued,  which  was  dated  Oct.  7,  1740, 
for  one  hundred  and  thirty  acres  to  the  said  Johannes 
Keiohler,  who  sold  to  John  Adam  Rothenberger,  to 
whom  a  patent,  by  the  name  of  Wales,  was  granted, 
dated  Jan.  12,  1808,  for  the  one  hundred  and  thirty 
acres,  who  sold,  July  22,  1808,  ninety-nine  acres  one 
hundred  and  six  perches  to  his  son-in-law,  Jacob 
Schwenck  (commissioner  of  Lehigh  County,  1832-35). 
This  tract  is  situate  now  in  Lower  Milford,  and  is  at 
present  in  possession  of  Theobald  Gully,  Henry  F. 
Deiss  (or  Dice),  Solomon  Merkel,  Daniel  F.  Schell, 
William  Jones,  and  Sylvester  Kieper. 

Balzer  Yeakel— warrant  issued  for  thirty  five  acres 
fifty  perches  March  22,  1766.  A  patent  was  granted 
for  the  same,  Feb.  5,  1771,  to  the  said  Balzer  Yeakel, 
and  was  called  Yeakel's  Rock,  situate  on  the  east  side 
of  Bald  Hill,  in  Lower  Milford,  and  now  in  possession 
of  Araha  Ortt,  Samuel  Miller,  and  others. 
Philip  Kratzer- warrant  issued.   Patent  was  granted 
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March  11,  1760,  for  one  hundred  and  ninety-eight 
acres  one  hundred  and  fifty  perches  to  said  Philip 
Kratzer.  Situate  in  Upper  Milford,  and  is  at  present 
in  possession  of  F.  T.  Jobst  and  others. 

Bernhard  Derr  (or  Doer)— warrant  April  5, 1758,  for 
eighteen  acres.  Situate  in  Upper  Milford,  and  is  now 
in  possession  of  John  Bander  and  others.  On  this 
tract  the  Baptist  Church,  near  Vera  Cruz,  is  lo- 
cated. 

George  Lesch — warrant  on  Nov.  14,  1812,  for  eigh- 
teen and  one-half  acres.  Patent  July  5,  1814.  Situ- 
ate near  Vera  Cruz  ;  now  in  possession  of  John  Bader, 
Thomas  Mehr,  and  others. 

Sebastian  Knauss.  Andrew  Giering.  They  both 
took  great  tracts  of  land  in  Upper  Milford  about  the 
year  1740  or  prior.  Situate  on  the  south  and  south- 
west side  of  Emaus.  They  both  were  leading  mem- 
bers of  the  Moravian  Church.  They  both  donated 
the  land  on  which  the  borough  now  stands.  Their 
premises  are  at  present  in  possession  of  many  owners ; 
in  possession  of  the  borough  (southern  part),  the 
Emaus  Iron  Company,  and  many  others. 

The  following  warrants  were  taken  in  Milford,  but 
their  locations  are  not  known  to  the  writer : 

John  George  Baumgartner,  Sept.  12,  1738,  one 
hundred  acres. 

Johannes  Elverich  (probably  Helfrich),  March  12, 
1741,  fifty  acres. 

Jacob  Steffler,  March  2, 1744,  fifty-seven  acres. 

Gabriel  Kohler,  March  18,  1746,  seventy-five  acres. 

Johann  Michael  Kieler,  June  6,  1746,  sixty-four 
acres. 

Michael  Eischel,  Aug.  16, 1748,  sixty-two  and  three- 
quarter  acres. 

Peter  Kieler,  April  4,  1750,  thirty-three  acres. 

Christian  Steinmyer,  June  5, 1751,  one  hundred  and 
fifty  acres. 

Jacob  West,  Oct.  9,  1751,  forty  acres. 

Batzer  Fetterman,  Aug.  14,  1752,  fifty-two  acres. 

Michael  Stocker,  1740,  about  one  hundred  and  fifty 
acres,  which  is  now  in  possession  of  Charles  Johnson. 

Henry  Bitting,  1740,  about  one  hundred  acres. 

Henry  Eutler,  about  1740,  fifty  acres. 

Yost  Hengle  (Hinkel). 

Michael  Peace. 

Conrad  Irig. 

John  Wetzel. 

John  Schaub. 

Andreas  Bastian,  thirty-two  acres  fifty  perches. 

John  Gisell. 

Samuel  Bechtel. 

Christopher  Bayer,  warrant  Oct.  18, 1738,  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty-one  acres. 

George  Hereft  (or  Hooft),  over  one  hundred  acres  in 
Upper  Milford,  about  1740;  now  in  possession  of 
Samuel  Musselman,  Abraham  Musselman,  and  Wil- 
liam Gehman. 

Sketches  of  Prominent  Pioneer  Families  and 
Individuals. — Jacob  Dubs,  the  founder  of  the  Dubs 


(or  Dubbs)  family'  in  Lehigh  County,  and  one  of  the 
earliest  settlers  in  what  is  now  Lower  Milford,  was 
born  in  the  village  of  Aesch,  parish  of  Birmensdorf, 
on  the  31st  of  August,  1710.  He  was  the  son  of  Jacob 
Dubs,  and  his  wife  Anna  Glaettli,  of  Bachstetter,  who 
were  married  in  the  parish  church  at  Birmensdorf, 
March  24,  1705.^  There  were  several  sons,  but  all 
except  Jacob  died  in  childhood.  Then  the  mother 
died,  and  the  father  married  a  second  time  and  had 
another  son. 

After  the  death  of  his  father,  which  occurred  when 
he  was  about  twenty-two  years  old,  Jacob  Dubs,  Jr., 
determined  to  emigrate  to  America,  taking  with  him 
his  little  patrimony,  and  leaving  the  homestead  to  his 
younger  brother.  He  sailed  from  Rotterdam,  in  the 
ship  "  Dragon,"  Charles  Hargrave,  master,  and  landed 
in  Philadelphia,  Sept.  10,  1732.  Immediately  after 
their  arrival  immigrants  were  taken  to  the  old  court- 
house, on  Second  Street,  where  they  were  required 
to  sign  an  oath  of  allegiance  to  King  George  the 
Second.  There  were  on  this  occasion  one  hundred 
and  eighty-five  passengers,  of  whom  fourteen  were 
sick,  so  that  they  could  not  possibly  appear.  Among 
the  latter   number  was  the  subject  of  the  present 


1  The  Dubs  family  is  believed  to  be  remotely  of  Bohemian  origin.  In 
the  Bohemian  language  the  word  J>wZ)  signifies  "an  oak  tree."  It  is 
also  the  name  of  a  town,  ten  miles  from  Prague,  now  generally  called 
"Duba,"  or,  in  German,  "  Eichen"  or  "  Aycha." 

Tradition  has  it  that  the  Dubs  family  were  followers  of  the  celebrated 
religious  reformer,  John  Huss,  and  that  during  the  dreadful  wars  which 
followed  his  martyrdom,  in  1415,  they  were  compelled  to  flee  from  their 
native  country.  In  1446  we  find  them  in  the  province  of  Styria  {Steyer- 
marck)  in  Austria,  Soon  afterwards  the  head  of  the  family  distinguished 
himself  in  an  expedition  against  the  Swiss,  and  received  the  honor  of 
knighthood  at  the  hands  of  Maximilian  I,,  who  afterwards  became  em- 
peror, but  was  at  that  time  acting  as  regent  of  the  empire.  The  knight 
received  from  his  sovereign  an  estate,  which  is  described  as  having  been 
"  a  clearing  in  the  imperial  forest,"  and  this  estate  was  a  few  years  ago 
still  iu  possession  of  some  of  his  descendants. 

According  to  an  undisputed  tradition,  a  younger  son  of  the  knight 
above  mentioned  left  Austria  on  account  of  some  trouble  with  the  gov- 
ernment, and  settled  at  Birmensdorf,  a  few  miles  from  the  city  of  Zurich, 
in  Switzerland.  It  is  supposed  that  he  was  unwilling  to  submit  to  the 
rules  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church,  and  fled  to  Switzerland  to  escape 
persecution.  Here,  he  became  an  iron.worker,  and  accumulated  con- 
siderable wealth  by  the  manufacture  of  weapons.  At  the  beginning  of 
the  Reformation  the  Swiss  branch  of  the  family  joined  the  Reformed 
Church  ;  and  it  is  recorded  in  the  chronicle  of  the  church  at  Aflfoltern 
— a  branch  of  the  church  at  Birmensdorf — that  an  armorer  named  Dubs 
was  killed  by  the  side  of  Zwingli,  at  the  battle  of  Cappel,  in  l-'iSl.  This 
armorer  was  probably  a  son  or  grandson  of  the  original  immigrant. 

The  family  in  Switzerland  had  never  been  numerous.  Its  members 
have  at  all  times  manifested  a  remarkable  tendency  for  working  in  iron, 
and  they  have  carried  this  tendency  with  them  to  foreign  lands.  In 
Switzerland,  several  members  of  the  family  have  been  active  in  the 
construction  of  railroads,  and  one,  at  least,  became  eminent  as  a  builder 
of  bridges.  The  late  President  of  Switzerland,  Dr.  Jacob  Dubs,  first 
became  eminent  in  connection  with  the  railroad  system  of  his  native 
country.  A  branch  of  the  family  has  removed  to  Great  Britain,  and 
Dubs  &  Co.,  of  Loudon  and  Glasgow,  are  well-known  builders  of  locomo- 
tives. Several  members  of  the  Swiss  family  emigrated  to  America  during 
the  last  century,  and  all  of  these,  it  has  been  said,  were  "  cousins,  nearer 
or  more  remote." 

2  These  dates  are  taken  from  the  records  of  the  church  at  Birmens- 
dorf, Switzerland.  For  the  European  history  of  the  family  we  are  prin- 
cipally indebted  to  Dr,  Jacob  Dubs,  late  President  of  the  Swiss  confed- 
eration, whom  the  writer  visited  at  his  home  in  Lausanne,  on  the  24th 
of  August,  1878,  a  few  months  before  his  death. 
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sketch,  and  on  account  of  his  absence  his  name  was 
entered  on  the  records  by  a  clerii:  as  "Jacob  Dubbs.'" 
This  orthography  is  now  usual  umong  his  descendants, 
and  has  been  occasionally  employed  for  at  least  a 
century. 

Very  soon  after  his  arrival  in  America,  Jacob  Dubs 
occupied  a  tract  of  land  in  what  is  now  Lower  Milford 
township,  Lehigh  Co.  Here,  near  the  head-waters  of 
a  branch  of  the  Perkiomen,  he  built  a  log  house.  It 
was  situated  in  the  meadow,  on  the  opposite  side  of 
the  road  from  the  present  dwelling.  The  country 
was  almost  a  wilderness,  and  on  three  sides  of  his 
farm  the  land  was  still  unoccupied.  On  the  fourth 
side  lay  the  farm  recently  taken  up  by  Henry  Wetzel, 
a  native  of  Wurtemberg.  The  first  tract  of  land  pur- 
chased by  Jacob  Dubs  consisted  of  one  hundred  and 
fifty  acres,  "with  the  usual  allowance  of  six  per 
cent."  It  was  surveyed  by  Nicholas  Scull,  and  the 
warrant  for  the  purchase  issued  by  the  Lords  Propri- 
etaries, John  Penn  and  Richard  Penn,  on  the  28th  of 
December,  1734.  This  tract  was  subsequently  in- 
creased by  additional  purchases. 

Soon  after  his  arrival  Jacob  Dubs  became  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Eeformed  Church  at  Great  Swamp.  His 
name  appears  on  the  earliest  extant  list  of  the 
members  of  this  congregation. 

The  date  of  his  marriage  has  not  been  accurately 
ascertained.  His  wife's  name  was  Veronica  Welker. 
She  was  born  in  Europe,  but  had  relatives  in  Amer- 
ica; and  it  appears  likely  that  she  was  a  sister  of 
George  Welker,  of  Goshenhoppen,  who  speculated 
extensively  in  land,  and  whose  name,  therefore,  ap- 
pears in  many  ancient  deeds.  She  is  said  to  have 
been  a  woman  of  some  education,  and  we  have  been 
informed  by  one  of  her  great-granddaughters  that 
when  the  country  began  to  be  settled  she  gathered 
the  children  of  the  neighbors  in  her  kitchen  and 
taught  them  to  read. 

Her  husband,  Jacob  Dubs,  appears  to  have  been  an 
intelligent  man.  He  wrote  an  excellent  hand,  as  ap- 
pears from  certain  fragments  of  his  manuscript  which 
we  have  seen  in  the  collection  of  the  Historical  So- 
ciety of  Pennsylvania.  His  neighbors  called  him 
"  ein  Tauseiid-kiinstkr,"  which  is  a  polite  way  of  say- 
ing that  he  was  a  "  Jack  of  all  trades."  Guns  were 
brought  to  him  from  a  great  distance  to  be  repaired, 
and  he  made  axes  and  other  implements,  which  were 
known  far  and  wide.  For  the  use  of  his  family  he 
made  a  musical  instrument,  called  "  ein  Fliigel "  or 
in  English,  a  harpsichord,— an  instrument  which  is 
now  superseded  by  the  piano.  He  was  fond  of  writino- 
and  in  later  years,  when  the  harpsichord  was  out  of 
order,  its  case  was  filled  with  his  manuscripts.  These 
remained  for  a  long  time  in  the  garret,  and  were  finally 
burned  unread  by  the  wife  of  one  of  his  descendants. 

Jacob  and  Veronica  Dubs  had  five  children 

1.  Felix.    He  was  born  Feb.  28,  1738,  and  was  bap- 


1  Seo  Bupp's  CoUection,  etc.,  secojd  edition,  p.  83. 


tized  by  Rev.  J.  Henricus  Goetschius.  His  sponsors 
at  baptism  were  Felix  Brunner  and  his  wife,  Barbara.^ 
When  about  twenty-one  years  of  age  he  lost  his  life 
in  a  somewhat  singular  manner.  He  had  started  to 
take  a  load  of  farm  produce  to  Philadelphia,  and  on 
the  way  sjsent  a  night  at  North  Wales,  at  the  inn  kept 
by  Matthias  Schwenk,  whose  daughter,  Elizabeth, 
was  subsequently  married  to  his  brother,  Daniel. 
Rising  early  in  the  morning,  while  it  was  dark,  he  fell 
into  the  well,  which,  it  seems,  was  not  well  covered, 
and  was  drowned.     He  was  unmarried. 

2.  Barbara.  She  was  born  April  5,  1744,  and  was 
baptized  by  Rev.  G.  M.  Weiss.  Her  sponsors  were 
Jacob  Wetzel  and  Barbara  Wetzel.  Barbara  was 
married  to  Daniel  Boyer,  and  had  several  children. 
Mr.  Boyer  sold  his  farm  at  the  beginning  of  the  Revo- 
lution, and  being  paid  in  depreciated  Continental 
money,  was  thus  reduced  to  poverty.  He  and  his 
family  therefore  moved  to  the  West,  and  were  among 
the  earliest  settlers  of  Tennessee.  Many  years  after- 
wards he  visited  Pennsylvania  for  the  purpose  of  pay- 
ing some  old  debts. 

3.  Margaretha.  This  daughter  was  born  in  1746, 
and  was  baptized  by  Rev.  G.  M.  Weiss.  Her  sponsor 
at  baptism  was  Anna  Marie  Wetzel.  She  became 
the  second  wife  of  Jacob  Dillinger,  and  had  several 
children.  Most  of  the  Dillingers  in  Lehigh  County 
are  descended  from  Mr.  Dillinger's  children  by  his 
former  marriage,  but  the  late  Daniel  Dillinger,  of 
Lower  Milford,  was  her  son. 

4.  Daniel.  He  was  born  Oct.  5,  1748,  and  baptized 
on  the  28th  day  of  the  same  month  by  the  Rev.  G.  31. 
Weiss.  His  sponsors  were  Daniel  Christman  and  his 
wife,  Margaret.  As  Daniel  was  the  only  surviving 
son,  he  became  the  progenitor  of  all  who  now  bear 
the  family  name. 

5.  Elizabeth.  Born  Oct.  16,  1750.  Her  sponsor  at 
baptism  was  Elizabeth  Huber.  Elizabeth  was  mar- 
ried to  Mr.  Jacob  Haak,  of  Berks  County,  and  from 
her  many  of  the  Haaks,  Sells,  and  other  well-known 
Berks  County  families  are  descended.  She  is  said 
to  have  been  a  pei-son  of  extraordinary  physical 
strength.  Her  husband  was  a  miller,  and  curious 
stories  are  related  concerning  her  skill  in  handling 
bags  of  grain  and  flour.  Mr.  Haak  grew  wealthy, 
and  lived  in  a  style  which  was  regarded  as  luxu- 
rious. In  his  later  years  he  was  always  attended  by 
an  aged  negro  slave,  who  understood  his  peculiarities 
and  did  his  best  to  humor  his  whims.  When  slavery 
was  abolished  in  Pennsylvania  his  master  jocularly 
said,  "  Now,  Sam,  you  are  a  free  man.  You  may  go 
where  you  plea.se  !"  The  old  man  solemnly  shook  his 
head  and  replied,  "  No,  no,  master;  you  can't  get  rid 
of  me  dat  way.  You  have  eat  de  meat,  you  must  pick 
de  bone  !"  Mrs.  Haak  survived  her  husband,  and 
died  at  an  advanced  age. 

2  See  "  Kecords  of  Great  Swamp  Church"  for  entries  conoerning  birth 
and  baptism.  These  have  in  some  instances  been  corrected  or  supple- 
mented from  records  in  the  possession  of  the  family. 
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In  1772,  Jacob  Dubs,  the  father  of  the  children  we 
have  here  enumerated,  sold  his  land  to  his  son  Daniel, 
and  probably  died  soon  afterwards.  His  wife  lived 
several  years  longer.  They  are  no  doubt  buried  in  the 
Great  Swamp  churchyard,  but  their  tombstones  have 
become  illegible. 

Daniel  Dubs,  the  son  of  the  pioneer,  in  his  youth 
experienced  some  of  the  dangers  of  frontier  life.  The 
country  was  almost  in  its  primeval  condition,  and  the 
Indians  were  not  far  away.  There  were  wolves  in  the 
woods  near,  his  father's  house,  and  in  his  childhood 
he  frequently  amused  himself  by  imitating  their  bark- 
ing. Once,  while  he  was  doing  this,  a  hungry  wolf 
ran  out  of  the  woods  to  attack  him  ;  but  he  ran  to  an 
open  window,  and  his  mother  drew  him  in.  She  must 
have  been  a  strong  woman. 

Daniel  grew  up  to  be  a  man  of  almost  gigantic 
frame.  He  was  all  his  life  an  earnest,  consistent 
Christian.  At  an  early  age  he  was  confirmed,  and 
became  a  member  of  the  Reformed  Church  at  Great 
Swamp,  and  on  the  12th  of  May,  1782,  he  was  or- 
dained a  deacon.  Subsequently  he  was  almost  con- 
stantly an  officer  in  the  church,  either  as  elder  or 
deacon.  He  always  took  a  profound  interest  in  the 
welfare  of  the  congregation,  and  for  several  years  the 
pastor,  who  was  an  unmarried  man,  made  his  home  in 
his  house,  where  he  gratuitously  received  "  entertain- 
ment for  man  and  horse." 

About  1771,  Daniel  Dubs  was  married  to  Elizabeth 
Schwenk,  a  daughter  of  Mathias  Schwenk,  who  sub- 
sequently became  a  militia  captain  during  the  Revo- 
lutionary war.  Soon  after  his  marriage  he  erected  a 
large  house,  which  is  still  standing.  It  was  the  first 
brick  house  built  in  what  is  now  Lehigh  County.  In 
many  other  respects  Daniel  Dubs  proved  himself  a 
man  of  energy,  and  a  whole  cluster  of  mechanical  en- 
terprises grew  up  under  his  direction.  Besides  farm- 
ing, he  had  a  mill  and  saw-mill,  made  sickles  and 
carded  wool,  and  practiced  we  know  not  how  many 
•other  trades.  He  was  regarded  as  a  very  useful  man, 
and  enjoyed  the  respect  of  the  entire  community,  It 
is  said  that  he  was  the  first  to  sow  clover-seed  within 
the  present  limits  of  Lehigh  County.  He  brought 
packages  of  seed  from  Philadelphia  in  his  overcoat 
pockets,  sowed  it,  and  guarded  its  increase  carefully 
until  he  was  able  to  institute  experiments  on  a  more 
extensive  scale.     He  died  Sept.  22,  1828. 

Daniel  and  Elizabeth  Dubs  had  a  large  family,  of 
whom  four  or  five  died  in  early  childhood.  On  the 
25th  of  July,  1777,  their  two  eldest  children  were 
buried  in  a  single  grave.  The  children  who  survived 
were  seven  in  number,  six  sons  and  one  daughter. 
They  were  as  follows  : 

1.  Anna  Maria,  born  17,  1777.  She  was  married  to 
Henry  Eberhard.  Two  of  her  children  are  still  living 
at  an  advanced  age, — Michael  D.  Eberhard  and  Mrs. 
■Catharine  Dickenshied  (widow  of  Dr.  C.  F.  Dicken- 
«hied),  both  of  Allentown. 

2.  Jacob,  born  June  21, 1779.  He  purchased  a  part 


of  his  father's  farm,  and  built  a  house  on  it,  in  which 
he  lived  to  the  end  of  his  life.  Of  his  five  children 
the  only  one  still  living  is  Daniel  Dubbs,  of  Locust 
Valley.  One  of  his  grandsons,  Jacob  J.  Dubbs, — a 
son  of  the  late  Jesse  Dubbs, — graduated  in  1883  at 
Muhlenberg  College,  and  is  now  pursuing  his  studies 
in  Yale  Theological  Seminary,  New  Haven,  Conn. 
An  elder  brother  of  the  latter  was  a  soldier  in  the  late 
civil  war,  and  lost  his  life  at  Petersburg,  Va. 

3.  Henry.  This  son  removed  at  an  early  date  to 
.the  neighborhood  of  Hamilton,  Butler  Co.,  Ohio.    He 

was  by  trade  a  potter.  We  believe  he  has  no  descend- 
ants bearing  the  family  name,  but  the  wife  of  Rev. 
F.  W.  Berleman,  pastor  of  Salem  Reformed  Church, 
Philadelphia,  is  his  granddaughter. 

4.  Daniel,  born  April  7, 1786.  He  removed  in  1835 
to  Miamisburg,  Ohio,  and  was  twice  married.  One  of 
his  daughters,  Sophia,  wife  of  Hon.  A.  Clay,  died 
Nov.  20,  1882.  His  youngest  son,  Daniel  L.,  was  a 
young  man  of  great  promise.  He  graduated  at  Heidel- 
berg College,  Tiffin,  Ohio,  and,  after  teaching  school 
for  some  time  at  Coplay,  Lehigh  Co.,  studied  theology 
at  Mercersburg.  It  was  during  the  war  for  the  pres- 
ervation of  the  Union,  and,  moved  by  patriotism,  he 
entered  the  army.  His  talents  were  recognized,  and 
he  was  promoted  from  the  ranks  to  the  office  of  first 
lieutenant,  and  was  acting  as  captain  when  he  was 
mortally  wounded  in  the  attack  on  Petersburg.  His 
early  death  was  a  source  of  great  grief  to  all  his 
friends. 

5.  John,  born  Sept.  5,  1788 ;  died  Nov.  25,  1869. 
This  son  remained  at  home,  and  to  him,  in  1815,  his 
father  transferred  his  farm.  He  was  a  gunsmith  and* 
general  iron-worker,  and  during  the  war  of  1812  made 
many  hundreds  of  muskets  for  the  government.  For 
a  short  time  during  this  war  he  served  as  lieutenant 
in  a  company  of  militia.  At  one  time  the  augers  and 
other  implements  manufactured  by  him  were  very 
extensively  used.  He  was  married  to  Elizabeth 
Klein,  and  had  two  children, — Annie  Maria  (married 
to  Charles  J.  Ewald)  and  Aaron  K.  The  latter  died 
in  1874,  leaving  a  son  and  daughter.  The  daughter 
has  recently  been  married  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hillpot,  of 
Dauphin  County. 

6.  Solomon,  born  Oct.  10,  1794 ;  died  May  24,  1880. 
He  resided  first  in  Whitehall,  and  afterwards  in  Salis- 
bury township.  During  his  later  years  he  devoted 
much  attention  to  the  culture  of  bees,  and  had  one  of 
the  finest  apiaries  in  the  county.  He  had  two  sons, 
Robert  and  Harrison,  and  a  daughter  named  Delia, 
who  are  still  living  in  Salsburg  township,  near  Allen- 
town. 

7.  Joseph  S.,  born  Oct.  16,  1796  ;  died  April  14, 
1877 ;  became  a  minister,  and  was  long  prominently 
identified  with  the  Reformed  Church  in  Lehigh 
County.' 

Balthasar  Krauss  (or  Krausz)  and  his  mother,  Anna 

1  See  AUentown :  history  of  ZioD's  Reformed  Church. 
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Krauss,  a  widow,  in  September,  1733,  came  with  some 
of  the  first  of  the  Schwenkfelders  to  this  country.  He 
married,  Jan.  16,  1786,  Susanna  Hoffman  (who  fol- 
lowed him  from  the  old  country  in  September,  1734), 
and  settled  in  the  most  southern  part  of  the  present 
township  of  Lower  Milford  (Kraussdale)  in  the  year 
1749.  He  purchased  a  farm  of  two  hundred  acres, 
which  was  surveyed  Sept.  20,  1734,  to  a  George  Schu- 
macher (Shoemaker).  Krauss  obtained  a  patent  on 
this  land,  Dec.  16,  1749,  for  thirty-one  pounds.  He 
sold  the  same,  Feb.  7,  1772,  to  his  son,  Balthasar 
Krauss,  Jr.,  for  seven  hundred  pounds,  and  died  two 
years  later,  Feb.  25,  1774,  aged  over  sixty^eight  years, 
leaving  one  son,  Balthasar,  and  four  daughters,— 
Rosina,  married  to  George  Heydrick ;  Susanna,  mar- 
ried to  Baltzer  Yeatrel ;  Barbara,  married  to  George 
Urffer ;  and  Maria,  married  to  Mathias  Gerhard. 
George  Heydrick  settled  in  the  present  county  of 
Montgomery,  and  the  others  in  what  is  now  Lower 
Milford.  Balthasar  Krauss,  Jr.,  purchased  Sept.  12, 
1793,  from  Jacob  Probst  another  tract  of  almost  one 
hundred  and  thirty-seven  acres  for  sixteen  hundred 
and  forty-eight  pounds,  and  sold  the  same  June  4, 
1803,  to  his  two  sons,  John  and  Andrew  Krauss,  for 
seventeen  hundred  and  seventy-five  pounds.  He 
donated,  prior  to  1800,  one  acre  of  his  other  land  to 
the  Schwenkfelders  for  school  and  church  purposes 
and  a  burial-place,  and  sold  the  other  part  of  his  real 
property  to  his  youngest  son,  George  Krauss,  Aug.  17, 
1805,  for  fourteen  hundred  and  ninety  dollars.  He 
died  October  14th  the  same  year,  aged  over  sixty-one 
years,  and  left  three  sons  (John,  Andrew,  and  George 
iCrauss)  and  four  daughters  (Eegina,  married  to  Jere- 
miah Krauss;    Helena,  married  to  Jacob  Gerhard; 

Susanna,   married  to  Hunsberger;  and  Lydia, 

married  to  Jeremiah  Yeakel ).  John  Krauss  was  a  well- 
educated  man,  having  attended  the  well-conducted 
schools  of  the  Schwenkfelders,  near  his  birthplace. 
He  became  a  prominent  surveyor,  and  also  a  ma- 
chinist. He  died  Feb.  ]2,  1819,  and  left  two  sons 
(Anthony  Krauss  and  Joseph  Krauss)  and  two 
daughters  (Maria  and  Lydia). 

Andrew  Krauss  became  an  organ-builder,  and  made 
when  he  was  nineteen  years  old,  with  his  brother, 
John  Krauss,  the  first  pipe-organ  in  Pennsylvania, 
in  the  year  1790.  He  died  May  11,  1841,  aged  over 
sixty-nine  years,  and  left  five  sons  (George  S.,  Samuel, 
John,  and  David  Krauss)  and  three  daughters  (Re- 
gina,  Leah,  and  Rebecca).  George  Krauss  died  June 
22,  1844,  aged  over  sixty-one  years,  and  left  five  sons 
(Jacob,  Henry,  Jonathan,  Daniel,  and  Charles  Krauss) 
and  two  daughters  (Sarah  and  Elizabeth).  The  de- 
scendants of  the  Krausses,  at  present  numerous  are 
still  living  in  Lower  Milford  and  the  upper  part  of 
Montgomery  County,  and  are  all  respectable  and 
useful  citizens. 

HeinrichWilhelmDillinger  (or  Dielinger), ancestor 
of  the  Dillinger  family  in  the  country,  immigrated  to 
this  country  in  1728  with  seventy-nine  other  Palatines 


in  the  ship  "  Mortonhouse."     He  settled  in  1734  near 
and  below  the  present  Dillingersville,  and  took  up 
one  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  land,  on  which  he 
erected  soon  afterwards  a  house,  where  he  lived  a 
period  of  over  thirty-one  years.    He  took  up  in  1752  an- 
other tract,  called  Gaul,  of  twenty-three  acres  and 
one  hundred  and  twenty-six  perches,  and  later  several 
other  small  tracts  adjoining  his  first,  altogether  over 
two  hundred  and  thirty-eight  acres.     He  was  a  true 
Lutheran  Christian ;  took  a  leading  part  in  laying  the 
foundation  of  the  original  Lutheran  congregation  ot 
Upper  Milford.     He  departed  this  life  between  1765 
and  1770.     His  wife  died  in  1761.     He  left  seven  chil- 
dren,— Valentine,   John    George,   John    Jacob,   Jo- 
hannes, Anna  Catharina  (married  to  Mathias  Bastian), 
Anna  Elizabeth  (married  to  George  Welter),  and  Anna 
Maria  (married  to  John  Martin  Schwenck).     Two  ot 
his  sons,  John  George  and  John  Jacob,  divided  the 
real  estate  between  themselves.     J.  Jacob  obtained 
1760,  July  2d,  a  patent  on  the  old  homestead   (one 
hundred  and  fifty  acres).     Of  Valentine  Dillinger  we 
only  know  that  he  had  a  daughter  named  Anna  Ro- 
sina, born  March  15,  1751.     Johannes  probably  died 
single.     John  Jacob  Dillinger  purchased  in  1788  of 
Peter  Schuler  one  hundred  acres,  on  which  the  pres- 
ent Dillingersville  is  located.     He  erected  soon  after- 
wards an  oil-mill  on  this  tract,  which  he  ran  for  about 
fifteen  yeara.      He  married  Catharine,  daughter  of 
Mathias  Ox  (orOchs),  Sr.,  by  whom  he  had  four  chil- 
dren,—Mathias,  born  March  26,  1763;    John,  born 
Nov.   13,  1767 ;  Eve  Christina,  born  Aug.  26,  1764 ; 
and  Maria  Catharina,  born  Sept.  3,  1773.     His  wife 
died   about   1774.     He   married  second  time  Anna 
Maria,  daughter  of  Jacob  Dubs,  by  whom  he  had 
three  children,— Catherine,  married  to  Peter  Rothen- 
berger ;  Daniel,  born  May  24, 1779 ;  and  John  George, 
born  Oct.  7,  1780.     He  divided  his  land  among  his 
children,  and  died  Dec.  5,  1803,  aged  seventy-one 
years.     John  George  had  eight  children,— John  Peter, 
John  Henry,  John  George,  and  Daniel ;  daughters, 
Eva  Rosina,  Eva  Catharina  (intermarried  to  Jacob 
Bertz),  Gertrude,  and  Anna  Maria.     John  George 
Dillinger  sold,  1787,  his  real  property,  eighty-eight 
acres  to  his  son,  John  (or  John  Henry)  for  £400,  who 
sold  in  1797  to  John  George  Schuler  for  £800,  and 
purchased  the  same  year  the  farm  of  his  father-in-law, 
Mathias  Ox,  Jr.,  one  hundred  and  sixty-two  acres. 
John  H.  Dillinger,  son  of  John  George,  died  in  1839, 
and  left  three  sons,— William,  Henry,  and  John,  and 
one  daughter,   Elizabeth.     John    Dillinger,   son    of 
John  Jacob  Dillinger,  established  about  1805  a  store, 
and  kept  the  samo  a  few  years,  and  sold  his  property 
to  Lorenz  and  Daniel  Stabler  and  removed  to  Phila- 
delphia, where   he   died   and   left  three  children,— 
David,  Jacob  (who  was  for  a  number  of  years  one  of 
the  associate  judges  of  the  courts  of  Lehigh  County, 
and  also  for  a  number  of  years  president  of  the  Allen- 
town  Bank),  and  Rebecca.    Descendants  of  the  Dil- 
lingers  are  still  numerous,  living  in  Lower  Milford, 
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Savicon,  Allentown,  Philadelphia,  Ohio,  and  Indiana, 
and  are  respectahle  and  useful  citizens. 

Johann  Theobald  Mechlin,  a  Palatinate,  came  to 
this  country  in  the  summer  of  the  year  1728,  and  set- 
tled, in  the  year  1734,  in  Upper  Milford  (now  Lower 
Milford).  He  took,  in  pursuance  of  a  warrant,  dated 
June  23,  1734,  one  hundred  and  fifty-six  and  one- 
quarter  acres.  He  was  a  Lutheran,  and  took  a  lead- 
ing part  in  founding  the  old  or  original  Upper  Mil- 
ford Lutheran  congregation,  about  the  year  1735, 
about  half  a  mile  east  from  his  farm. 

Mechlin  took  two  additional  tracts  and  obtained  a 
patent  on  them.  He  died  in  April,  1765,  and  left  five 
sons,  Theobald,  Peter,  Jacob,  Philip,  and  Thomas 
Mechlin,  and  one  daughter,  Elizabeth  (married  to 
Leonhard  Stiminger,  of  Whitehall  township).  The 
youngest  son,  Thomas,  purchased  the  farm  at  £266 
13s.  4d.  When  Thomas  Mechlin  died,  his  son,  John, 
became  the  owner  of  the  farm.  He  sold  March  18, 
1847,  to  his  son,  Anthony,  for  $7875.90;  who  sold 
about  1876  to  his  two  sons,  William  Harrison  Mech- 
ling  and  Benjamin  Franklin  Mechling,  the  present 
owners.  This  is  the  only  homestead  in  Milford  the 
ownership  of  which  has  not  changed  in  name  since 
the  warrant  was  taken,  over  one  hundred  and  fifty 
years. 

Johann  Nicolaus  Stabler  (or  Stabler),  a  Palati- 
nate, immigrated  to  this  country  in  the  year  1738, 
and  settled  in  what  is  now  Upper  Milford  township, 
in  the  year  1744.  He  first  took  up  a  tract  of  land 
upon  a  warrant  dated  Oct.  11,  1744,  containing 
twenty-six  acres  and  iifty-one  perches,  and  purchased 
on  the  6th  of  September,  1759,  by  agreement  from 
Henry  Schiszler  (Sheezler),  another  tract  (adjoining 
his  first  tract)  containing  one  hundred  and  forty-nine 
and  three-quarter  acres  (one  hundred  and  seventy-six 
acres  eleven  perches).  He  obtained  a  patent  on  both 
tracts  Oct.  5,  1761,  at  £27  5s.  Gd.  The  premises  are 
situated  about  one  mile  southwest  from  the  village 
of  Zionsville.  A  part  of  the  same,  over  seventy -nine 
acres,  is  still  in  possession  of  Charles  F.  Stabler,  a 
direct  descendant  of  the  aforesaid  Johann  Nicolaus 
Stabler.  John  N.  Stabler  resided  on  his  premises 
for  fifty  years,  and  died  in  September,  1794,  and  left 
six  sons, — Anthony,  John  Nicholas,  Jr.,  Philip,  Lud- 
wig,  Henry,  and  Peter  Stabler.  In  his  last  will  and 
testament,  dated  Sept.  17,  1794,  he  appointed  his  son, 
Ludwig  Stabler,  as  his  executor.  His  real  estate  was 
divided  between  two  of  his  sons, — Henry  Stabler 
(seventy-nine  acres  thirty-three  perches,  for  five 
hundred  and  forty  pounds)  and  Peter  Stabler 
(eighty-six  acres  sixty-seven  perches,  for  five  hun- 
dred and  ten  pounds).  His  four  other  sons — An- 
thony, J.  Nicolaus,  Philip,  and  Ludwig — settled  else- 
where in  Upper  Milford.  Anthony  Stabler,  Sr.,  died 
Dec.  24,  1797,  and  left  three  sons, — Anthony,  Jr., 
John,  Nicolaus,  and  Henry,  and  five  daughters.  John 
Nicolaus  Stabler,  Jr.,  died  and  left  three  sons — 
Loren,  Daniel,  and  Jacob  Stabler — and  three  daugh- 


ters. Philip  Stabler  died  and  left  eight  children, 
four  sons — Abraham,  Eli,  David,  and  Daniel — and 
four  daughters. 

Ludwig  Stabler,  son  of  John  Nicolaus  Stabler, 
was  appointed  justice  of  the  peace  for  several  terms, 
1787-1821.  He  died  and  left  three  sons — Christian, 
David,  and  John  Nicolaus  Stabler — and  five  daugh- 
ters. Henry  Stabler,  son  of  Johannes  Nicolaus  Stab- 
ler, died  in  1819,  and  left  five  sons — Anthony,  Henry, 
Thomas,  Cyrus,  and  Isaac  Stabler — and  five  daughters. 

Peter  died  without  children.  Anthony  Stabler,  Jr., 
son  of  Anthony  Stabler,  Sr.,  was  appointed  justice  of 
the  peace  for  about  ten  years, — 1799-1809. 

The  descendants  of  Johannes  Nicolaus  Stabler  are 
numerous,  and  still  living  in  Milford,  Macungie,  and 
Allentown. 

Hans  Oord  (Ord,  Ort  or  Ortt)  or  John  Ortt,  ancestor 
of  the  Ortt  family  in  Lehigh  County,  immigrated 
from  the  old  country,  Germany,  to  this  country  about 
the  year  1737,  and  came  soon  afterwards  to  Upper 
Milford,  and  settled  on  a  tract  of  land  containing  two 
hundred  acres  and  one  hundred  and  thirteen  perches. 
This  tract  is  situated  on  the  division-line  between 
Upper  and  Lower  Milford  townships,  about  one  and 
one-half  miles  northeast  from  the  present  village  of 
Dillingersville,  and  about  the  same  distance  east  from 
Vera  Cruz.  It  was  surveyed  by  virtue  of  a  warrant 
dated  Sept.  11, 1738,  to  Hans  Oord,  and  he  obtained  a 
patent  upon  it  April  11,  1761,  for  £69  14s.  5d.  Hans 
Oord,  Sr.,  and  his  wife,  Sabina,  conveyed  their  real 
property  (two  hundred  acres  and  one  hundred  and 
thirteen  perches)  to  their  son  (no  doubt  only  son), 
John  Oord,  Jr.,  on  Nov.  27,  1779,  for  eight  hundred 
pounds.  John  Oord  (Ord,  and  later  Ortt)  died  Dec. 
25,  1797,  aged  forty-eight  years,  four  months,  and  ten 
days,  and  left  four  sons — John,  Christian,  Henry,  and 
Jacob  Ortt — and  four  daughters, — Eve  (married  to 
Jacob  Deisz),  Anna  Maria  (married  to  Conrad  Rein- 
hard),  Maria  Catharina,  and  Maria  Barbara  (both  of 
whom  died  single).  According  to  the  last  will  and 
testament  of  Hans  Oord,  Jr.  (or  John  Ortt,  Jr.),  the 
real  property  was  divided  among  his  four  sons  as  fol- 
lows: John  Ortt  (3d),  eldest  son,  homestead  with  one 
hundred  and  four  acres  one  hundred  and  twenty-eight 
perches,  for  £2200  16s. ;  Christian  Ortt,  second  son, 
seventy-two  acres  one  hundred  and  thirty-five  perches, 
for  £1165  8s. ;  Henry  and  Jacob  Ortt,  third  and  fourth 
sons,  thirty-nine  acres  fifteen  perches,  for  £586  8s. 

Descendants  of  the  Ortts  are  still  living  in  Milford 
and  are  respectable  citizens,  but  the  old  homestead 
is  in  possession  of  Peter  Schuler,  and  a  portion  of 
the  land  in  possession  of  John  B.  Gehman,  Willoughby 
Gabel,  and  Solomon  Gabel. 

Hans  Hiestand,  an  ancestor  of  the  Hiestands,  im- 
migrated prior  to  the  year  1740  from  Germany  to  this 
country,  and  settled  in  Upper  Milford,  about  one  mile 
west  from  the  present  village  of  Shimersville.  By  vir- 
tue of  a  warrant  dated  Dec.  4,  1740,  there  was  sur- 
veyed to  him  almost  one  hundred  and  twenty-five 
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acres,  and  by  virtue  of  ahotlier  warrant,  dated  March 
15,  1743,  thirty-seven  acres  and  one  hundred  and 
thirty-eight  perches  more.  A  patent  was  granted  to 
him  for  both  tracts  (one  hundred  and  sixty-two  acres 
one  hundred  and  thirty  perches)  on  June  30, 1762,  for 
£25  4s.  8d.  Hans  Hiestandt  sold  his  property  (one 
hundred  and  sixty-two  acres  one  hundred  and  thirty 
perches)  on  Nov.  20, 1775,  to  his  son,  John  Hiestand, 
Jr.,  for  seven  hundred  pounds  ($1866j).  He  left  five 
sons,  John,  Jacob,  Abraham,  Isaac,  and  Christian  Hie- 
stand. They  settled  in  several  parts  of  Milford,  John, 
Jacob,  Isaac,  and  Abraham  in  the  neighborhood  of 
the  old  homestead.  The  descendants  of  the  Hie- 
stands  are  numerous,  and  the  old  homestead  and 
premises  are  still  in  possession  of  David,  Jacob, 
and  Abraham  Hiestand. 

Michael  Flores,  ancestor  of  the  family  in  Lehigh 
County,  emigrated,  about  the  year  1740,  from  Old 
Wittemberg,  Germany,  to  this  country,  and  settled 
soon  afterwards  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  present 
village  of  Dillingersville.  By  virtue  of  a  proprietary 
warrant  dated  May  31,  1743,  Philip  Kolbach  took 
one  hundred  and  thirty-seven  acres  of  land,  but 
as  he  did  not  comply  with  the  conditions,  the  land 
was  surveyed  to  Michael  Flores,  who  obtained  a  pat- 
ent upon  it  Feb.  23,  1763,  for  £20  4s.  6d  Michael 
Flores  was  an  excellent  blacksmith  and  became  be- 
sides a  farmer.  He  was  a  true  Lutheran,  and  a  mem- 
ber of  the  original  Upper  Milford  Lutheran  congre- 
gation, near  his  homestead.  He  died  in  the  year 
1785,  and  left  one  son,  Johann  Michael  Flores,  and 
four  daughters,  as  follows :  (1)  Maria  Sophia,  married 
to  Martin  Ring,  who  removed  to  North  Carolina;  (2) 
Elisabeth  Margaretha,  married  to  Mr.  Kern,  who  re- 
moved to  York  County,  Pa. ;  (3)  Anna  Barbara,  mar- 
ried to  Stephan  Ackerman,  of  Bucks  County ;  (4) 
Marl  Magdalena,  died  single. 

Prior  to  his  death,  Michael  Flores  gave  his  real 
estate,  by  his  last  will  and  testament,  to  his  son, 
Johann  Michael  Flores,  with  the  condition  that  he 
should  pay  to  each  of  his  four  sisters  fifteen  pounds. 
He  was  also  a  blacksmith  by  trade.  .  He  was  for 
a  while  in  service  for  the  cause  of  liberty  in  the  Revo- 
lutionary war.  He  died  in  March,  1800,  aged  only 
forty-three  years,  and  left,  besides  a  widow,  ten  minor 
children, — Henry,  Georg,  Solomon,  Peter,  Friederich, 
William,  Elizabeth,  Catharina,  Christina,  and  Anna 
Maria.  The  real  estate  was  divided  among  the  sons, 
and  is  still  partly  in  possession  of  the  descendants. 
Three  sons  (Henry,  George,  and  William)  and  two 
daughters  (Christina  and  Anna  Maria)  died  single. 
Solomon  Flores  died  near  Rittersville,  Pa.,  in  1870, 
and  left  three  sons  (Reuben,  Joseph,  and  Harrison) 
and  six  daughters.  Friederich  Flores  died  in  Lower 
Milford  in  1861,  and  left  three  sons  (Davis,  Franklin, 
and  Daniel  Flores).  Peter  Flores  died  Oct.  1,  1865, 
aged  seventy-four  years,  six  months,  and  eleven  days, 
and  left  four  daughters  and  one  son  (Philip  W.  Flores). 
Franklin  Flores  (son  of  Friederich)  and  P.  W.  Flores 


(son  of  Peter  Flores)  were  in  the  Union  army  for  ten 
months,  in  1863,  in  the  One  Hundred  and  Sixty-sev- 
enth Regiment  Pennsylvania  Militia. 

Philip  Wetzel  Flores,  son  of  Peter  Flores,  was  born 
in  Lower  Milford  (then  Upper  Milford),  on  Aug.  9, 
1832.  In  October,  1862,  he  enlisted  in  the  One  Hun- 
dred and  Seventy-sixth  Regiment  Pennsylvania  Mili- 
tia; was  commissioned  as  second  lieutenant  of  Com- 
pany K,  of  the  same  regiment,  Dec.  6,  1862,  and  was 
in  service  in  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  and  South 
Carolina  for  over  ten  months,  and  was  honorably  dis- 
charged Aug.  18, 1863,  on  expiration  of  term  of  ser- 
vice. On  Aug.  10,  1864,  he  was  appointed  assistant 
assessor  of  United  States  internal  revenue  of  the 
Fourth  District,  composed  of  Lower  Milford,  Upper 
Milford,  and  Saucon  townships,  Lehigh  Co.,  and 
administered  the  oflBce  for  two  and  a  half  years.  On 
Oct.  17,  1865,  he  was  appointed  postmaster  of  the 
post-office  of  Dillingersville,  and  has  since  been  in 
office.  He  has  also  been  engaged  over  one  year  in 
studying  and  writing  local  history,  and  especially  of 
his  native  township, — Lower  Milford. 

Joseph  Eberhardt  emigrated  in  1727  from  Switzer- 
land to  this  country,  and  settled  in  1742  in  what  is 
now  Lower  Milford,  and  became  one  of  the  leading 
farmers  within  the  limits  of  the  present  county  of 
Lehigh.  He  obtained  a  patent  on  a  tract  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  land  in  1742  (which  is 
now  in  possession  of  Dr.  J.  H.  Dickenshied,  a  de- 
scendant of  Eberhard),  and  obtained  April  27,  1746, 
a  patent  on  another  tract  of  four  hundred  and  one 
acres  (now  in  possession  of  John  D.  Eberhard,  Mrs. 
Edwin  Spinner,  Aaron  Klein,  Widow  Dover,  and 
others,  most  of  whom  are  the  descendants  of  the  Eber- 
hards).  He  purchased  from  Melchior  Stecher  a  third 
tract  of  one  hundred  and  seventy-two  acres  (now  in 
possession  of  Alvin  Jarrett,  Widow  Heinbach,  and 
others),  took  from  the  proprietaries  iu  1752  a  fourth 
tract  of  sixty-seven  acres  (now  in  possession  of  David 
Schuler),  purchased  further  in  1858  his  fifth  tract  of 
one  hundred  and  ninety-two  acres  from  Casper  Ritter 
(now  in  posse.^sion  of  Daniel  Eberhard,  a  descendant), 
and  had  altogether  ten  hundred  and  sixty-five  acres. 
Ho  belonged  to  the  Great  Swamp  Church  congrega- 
tion. Eberhard  died  in  1760,  leaving  a  written  will, 
in  which  he  divided  all  his  real  estate  among  his  six 
sons,  as  follows:  Michael  Eberhard,  150  acres,  first 
homestead,  £350;  Joseph  Eberhard,  Jr.,  192  acres, 
Ritter's  place,  £350;  Jacob  Eberhard,  172  acres, 
Stecher's  place,  £200;  John  Eberhard,  149  acres, 
150  perches,  £200;  Peter  Eberhard,  200J  acres,  £350; 
Abraham  Eberhard,  200i  acres,  £350. 

Besides  six  sons,  he  left  also  three  daughters,— 
Veronica,  married  to  Philip  Dosch  ;  Elizabeth,  mar- 
ried to  Michael  Bleylcr;  and  Barbara,  married  to 
George  Fischer;  and  two  grandchildren, —Anna  Mar- 
garetha Hornecker  and  Joseph  Hornecker. 

Descendants  of  the  Eberhards  are  yet  living  in 
Lower  Milford,  Saucon,  and  Allentown. 
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Maj.  Conrad  Eberhard,  second  son  of  Peter  Eber- 
liard,  born  Feb.  26,  1768,  lived  on  the  same  farm 
where  his  father  lived  and  died  (1786)  ;  was  commis- 
sioned as  major  of  the  militia  of  Pennsylvania.  The 
commission  read  as  follows  : 

"  Commission.— Thomas  McKean,  Gcovernor  of  Pa.,  To  Conrad  Eber- 
hard, of  the  County  of  Northampton,  as  major  of  the  Second  Batalion  of 
the  13th  Kegiment  ^  the  militia  of  Pennsylvania,  in  the  first  Brigade 
of  the  8th  Division,  composed  of  the  militia  of  the  Counties  of  North, 
ampton  and  Wayne,  for  the  term  of  4  years  from  August  3, 1807. 

"  Lancaster,  Pa.,  Augt.  3, 1807. 

".Tno.  Thompson,  Sec.'' 

Conrad  Eberhard  died  in  1843,  aged  seventy-five 
years. 

Andreas  Engelman,  ancestor  of  the  Engelman 
family,  settled  previous  to  the  year  1750  in  what  is 
now  Lower  Milford,  and  purchased  from  Michael 
Stocker  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  land, 
on  which  he  resided  for  a  number  of  years.  He  sold, 
March  3,  1757,  one  acre  of  his  land  to  the  Chestnut 
Hill  Reformed  congregation,  of  which  he  was  a  mem- 
ber, for  ten  shillings.  About  the  year  1785  he  built 
on  another  tract  a  grist-mill,  which  was  rebuilt  in 
1858  by  Henry  Gerhard,  and  is  now  in  possession  of 
Aaron  Heist.  All  of  the  Eugelmans  living  now  in 
Lower  Milford,  Saucon,  AUentown,  etc.,  are  the  de- 
scendants of  Andrew  Engelman.  Among  them  are 
Elias  Engelman,  of  Lower  Milford,  Lewis  M.  Engel- 
man, Esq.,  of  Saucon  (who  served  for  a  number  of 
years  as  clerk  for  the  commissioners  of  Lehigh 
County),  and  Samuel  Engelman,  Esq.,  of  AUentown, 
who  served  for  two  terms  as  register  of  wills  of  Lehigh 
County. 

Daniel  Staufl'er,  Sr.,  ancestor  of  the  Stautfers  in 
this  vicinity,  settled  very  early  in  Coalbrookdale 
township,  Berks  Co.  Johannes  (or  John)  Stauffer 
and  Daniel  Stauflfer,  Jr.,  sons  of  Daniel  Stauffer,  Sr., 
purchased,  Dec.  7,  1751,  the  old  Walber's  tavern 
property  (see  Walber's  tavern),  besides  one  hundred 
and  ten  acres  situate  in  the  present  Kraussdale,  in 
Lower  Milford  (then  Upper  Milford,  Bucks  Co.),  from 
Nicolaus  Walber.  (It  was  part  of  two  hundred  and 
seventy-six  acres  which  was  surveyed,  in  1734,  to 
James  Steel,  who  conveyed  the  same  to  said  Nicolaus 
Walber.)  Two  years  afterwards,  June  9,  1753,  they 
purchased  three  other  tracts  (first  of  seventy-five 
acres,  second  of  fifty-three  acres,  third  of  sixty-two 
acres),  containing  together  one  hundred  and  ninety 
acres,  adjoining  their  other  land  (one  hundred  and 
ten  acres),  from  Christopher  Walber  for  two  hundred 
pounds  ($533.33).  In  1760,  March  10th,  Johni  and 
Staufl'er,  Jr.,  sold  two  tracts  of  their  land,  Daniel 
together  over  one  hundred  and  fifty-two  acres,  to  Paul 
Hitter,  of  Coalbrookdale,  Berks  Co.,  for  three  hundred 
and  fifty  pounds,  who  sold  the  same,  March  17,  1770, 
to  his  son-in-law,  Friederich  Limbach,  Esq.,  who  sold 
again,  Dec.  11, 1787,  to  Daniel  Stauffer,  Jr.,  for  eleven 
hundred  and  one  pounds.     On  Jan.  30,  1790,  Daniel 


I  John  Stauffer  settled  afterwards  in  Bucks  County. 


Stauffer,  Jr.,  made  his  last  will  and  testament,  and 
died  on  the  16th  day  of  March  following,  and  his  wife, 
Catherine,  followed  him  on  the  17th.  The  real  estate 
was  divided  between  tiis  two  sons.  Jacob  Stauffer 
died  in  1839,  and  left  four  sons, — Peter,  Abraham, 
Daniel,  and  Jacob.  Prior  to  his  death  he  sold  (1821) 
his  real  property  to  his  eldest  son,  Peter  Stauffer. 
Abraham  Stauffer  had  eight  children,  five  sons — 
Abraham,  Henry,  Jacob,  John,  and  Samuel  Stauffer, 
— and  three  daughters,  Susana  (married  to  John  Geb- 
man),  Rebecca  (married  to  John  Mayer),  and  Hetty, 
(who  died  single).  Abraham,  Henry,  and  Samuel 
settled  in  the  neighborhood ;  Jacob  and  John  settled 
in  Bucks  County.  The  descendants  are  numerous. 
The  old  homestead  and  property  are  still  in  their 
possession.  They  are  progressive  farmers,  respect- 
able, moral,  and  useful  citizens. 

Wendell  Heimbach  settled  early  (but  the  writer  is 
not  able  to  say  in  what  year)  on  a  farm  in  Upper 
Milford,  near  the  old  Hampton  Furnace.  The  farm 
is  now  in  possession  of  Daniel  Kemmerer.  He  had 
three  sons,— Henry,  Wendell,  and  David.  Henry  set- 
tled in  Rockland  township,  Berks  Co. ;  Wendell  near 
the  old  homestead,  where  he  lived  a  number  of  years, 
and  where  he  built  an  oil-mill  about  1815,  changed 
later  to  a  clover-mill.  He  died  in  Lower  Milford 
about  1855.  Wendell  Heimbach,  his  son,  and  Wil- 
liam Heimbach,  a  grandson,  and  other  descendants 
live  still  in  Berks  and  Lehigh  Counties.  David  went 
to  Hereford,  Berks  Co.,  kept  store  and  tavern,  and 
came  back  and  built,  in  1809,  the  Hampton  Furnace. 
He  lived  there  until  1832,  when  he  sold  the  furnace 
and  moved  to  AUentown  and  kept  the  old  stone  mill, 
known  as  Jaeger's  mill,  and  died  in  1834.  His  sons, 
David  and  John,  both  became  ironmasters,  and  settled 
in  Carbon  County,  in  Lower  Towamensing  and 
Franklin  townships,  where  they  built  the  Clarissa  and 
Maria  Furnaces.  Another  son,  named  Solomon, 
lives  still  in  AUentown.  David  and  John  both  died 
of  typhoid  fever  in  1834,  the  same  year  that  their 
father  died.  John  V.  R.  Hunter  (Jaeger)  married 
two  daughters  of  David  Heimbach,  and  Paul  Miller 
married  the  widow  of  John  Heimbach.  The  daugh- 
ters of  David  Heimbach  (elder)  were  Mrs.  Mohr,  Rev. 
Gregory,  Mrs.  Willaner. 

Friederich  Wilhelm  Kern,  ancestor  of  the  Kerns 
in  Lehigh  County,  immigrated  from  Wiirtemberg  to 
this  country  in  1739.  He  settled  first  in  Philadelphia 
County,  purchased  a  tract  in  Horsham  township  in 
1749,  but  he  sold  it  in  1752,  and  settled  the  same 
year  in  Upper  Milford,  near  the  present  village  of 
Shimersville,  where  he  purchased  from  Michael  Moyer 
a  tract  of  one  hundred  acres  and  one  hundred  and 
thirty  perches.  He  died  in  February,  1771,  and  left 
three  sons — John  Mathias,  John  George,  and  Lorenz 
Kern — and  one  daughter, — Magdalena  (married  to 
John  Peter  Lahr).  By  his  last  will  and  testament  he 
divided  his  real  estate  between  his  two  eldest  sons, 
John  Mathias  and  John  George;  but  as  the  latter 
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named  died  in  1795,  and  John  Mathias  purchased, 
April  1, 1796,  from  the  heirs  the  other  part  (over  fifty 
acres,  for  four  hundred  and  fifty  dollars),  Lorenz  Kern 
and  the  heirs  of  John  George  Kern  removed  to  York 
County.  John  George  Kern  had  four  children, — John, 
George,  Abraham,  and  Elizabeth.  John  Mathias  had 
four  children, — John  Peter,  Mathias,  Margaretha,  and 
Anna  Maria.  John  Mathias  Kern  died  March  29, 
1803,  aged  over  sixty-four  years,  and  his  son  Mathias 
purchased  hi.s  real  estate.  Mathias  Kern  left  four 
sons — David,  Christian,  Jonas,  and  Thomas — and 
five  daughters.  The  real  estate  was  divided  among 
his  sons,  and  is  still  in  their  possession.  The  descend- 
ants of  the  Kerns  family  are  still  numerous. 

Christian  Zeller  (later  Zellner),  the  ancestor  of  the 
Zellners  in  Milford,  settled  in  what  is  now  Lower 
Milford  in  1761.  He  purchased  the  same  year  from 
the  heirs  of  Isaac  Doelp  or  Delp  (who  died  July  15, 
1760)  a  tract  of  one  hundred  and  fifty-seven  acres  of 
land,  on  which  he  resided  a  number  of  years.  Chris- 
tian Zeller  was  commissioned  lieutenant  of  the  eighth 
company  in  the  Second  Northampton  Brigade  of  the 
militia  of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  for  a 
term  of  seven  years,  dated  April  1,  1794,  by  Thomas 
Mifflin,  Governor  of  Pennsylvania.  He  was  commis- 
sioned a  second  time,  Aug.  2,  1800,  by  Governor  Mc- 
Kean,  lieutenant  of  the  eighth  company  of  the  Thir- 
teenth Regiment  Militia,  in  the  First  Brigade  of  the 
Eighth  Division,  composed  of  the  militia  of  the 
counties  of  Northampton  and  Wayne.  When  he 
departed  this  life  (about  the  year  1820)  he  left  four 
sons,  named  Conrad,  John,  Christian,  and  Charles 
Zellner,  and  four  daughters,  named  Sarah  (married 
to  Peter  Reichenbach),  Anna  Maria  (married  to  Jo- 
seph Yeakel ;  is  still  living,  a  widow,  eighty-eight 
years  old),  Leah  (married  to  John  Adam  Wieder), 
and  Rebecca  (married  to  Jacob  Hilligass).  The 
name  of  this  family  has  expired  in  Milford, — Con- 
rad, John,  and  Christian  Zellner,  Jr.,  died  without 
male  issue  or  moved  to  other  parts.  Charles  mar- 
ried Elizabeth  Flores,  and  left  one  son,  named  Jesse, 
and  one  daughter.  Jesse  died  and  left  one  son,  named 
Charles  Zellner,  who  resides  in  Emaus,  and  is  the 
only  living  member  of  the  Zellner  family  who  keeps 
the  name. 

Hans  Heinrich  Jackel  (or  Yeakel)  emigrated  in 
1734,  with  his  father  (David  Yeakel),  four  brothers, 
and  two  sisters,  to  this  country.  He  married  Susanna 
Heydrick  in  1735.  He  had  gone  with  his  brother- 
in-law,  Gregorious  Schultz,  to  the  Jordan,  in  North 
Whitehall  township,  but  the  location  being  too  much 
exposed  on  account  of  Indian  depredations,  he  re- 
turned in  a  short  time,  and  settled,  in  1762,  perma- 
nently in  the  Hosensack  Valley.  He  purchased,  Dec. 
23,  1761,  the  Hamilton  tract  (five  hundred  acres  and 
the  usual  allowances)  from  James  Hamilton  for 
twelve  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  ($3333.33).  H.  H. 
Yeakel  died  Dec.  21,  1781,  aged  seventy-four  j'ears, 
and  was  buried  near  the  centre  of  his  premises.     He 


left  four  sons — Jeremiah,  George,  Balthaser,  and  Mel- 
chior  Yeakel — and  three  daughters, — Susanna  (mar- 
ried to  Balzar  Krauss),  Maria  (married  to  Christopher 
Schultz),  and  Anna  (married  to  Matthias  Gerhard). 
In  1765  he  divided  his  real  property  into  equal  shares 
among  his  four  sons.  Jeremiah  Yeakel  married  Su- 
sanna Wrigner,  and  died  in  1800,  leaving  eight  chil- 
dren, one  son — John  Yeakel  (one  of»the  first  com- 
missioners of  Lehigh  County) — and  seven  daughters. 
George  Yeakel  married  Rosina  Schubert.  He  died 
June  1,  1812,  and  left  three  sons — Abraham,  Jacob, 
and  George — and  two  daughters, — Anna  and  Maria. 
Balthasar  Yeakel  married  Susanna  Krauss,  and  died 
Oct.  12,  1797,  aged  sixty-four  years.  He  was  Mind  for 
the  last  twenty-eight  years.  He  left  two  sons — David 
and  Andrew  Yeakel — and  three  daughters, — Rosina 
Sarah,  Barbara,  and  Susanna.  Melchoir  Yeakel  mar- 
ried Regina  Schultz,  and  died  May  18, 1831,  aged  over 
eighty-nine  years.  He  left  nine  children,  four  sons — 
Solomon,  Christopher,  Daniel,  and  Isaac  Yeakel — and 
five  daughters, — Rosina,  Susanna,  Maria,  Christina, 
and  Catharine.  The  descendants  of  Hans  Heinrich 
Yeakel  are  quite  numerous,  and  much  of  his  property 
is  still  in  their  possession. 

Simon  Schneiter  (or  Snyder),  ancestor  of  the  Schnei- 
ters  (or  Snyders)  in  Upper  Milford,  purchased,  June 
8,  1762,  from  Adam  Krammes,  almost  seventy-three 
acres  of  land,  situate  about  one  mile  southwest  from 
the  village  of  Zionsville.  A  patent  was  also  granted 
to  him  on  his  land,  which  was  called  "  Snyderburg," 
March  27,  1782.  Jacob  Schneiter,  a  grandson  of 
Simon  Schneiter,  is  still  living  on  the  premises.  Other 
descendants  are  still  living  in  Upper  Milford,  among 
them  David  Schneiter,  John  Schneiter,  Charles 
Schneiter,  Nathan  Schneiter,  Aaron  Schneiter,  and 
Leon  L.  Snyder,  Esq. 

Valentine  Dickenschied  immigrated  from  Germany 
to  this  country  previous  to  the  year  1765,  and  settled 
in  Goshenhoppen,  and  moved,  in  1768,  to  Upper 
Milford,  and  settled  on  a  farm  situated  on  the  Saucon 
Creek,  where  he  died,  from  the  results  of  a  fall  from 
the  upper  part  of  his  barn,  in  the  month  of  July, 
1772.  He  was  buried  in  the  graveyard  at  the  Chest- 
nut Hill  Church.  .Tohannes  Dickenschied  was  born 
in  Goshenhoppen  in  1765,  married  a  daughter  of 
Christian  Friederich  Martin,  and  settled  between  the 
present  village  of  Vera  Cruz  and  Emaus,  and  later 
near  Zionsville,  and  died  in  1800.  Dr.  Charles 
Friederich  Dickenschied,  son  of  Johannes  (or  John) 
Dickenschied,  was  born  Jan.  22,  1791,  studied  medi- 
cine in  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  was  commis- 
sioned a  surgeon  in  the  United  States  army  in  the  war 
of  1812-14,  married  Rebecca  Eberhard,  daughter  of 
Henry  Eberhard,  and  settled  on  the  farm  of  his  father- 
in-law,  in  Lower  Milford  (then  Upper  Milford),  in 
1817,  and  became  a  practicing  physician  for  thirty- 
nine  years.  In  1858  he  moved  to  Allentown,  and 
discontinued  the  practice  of  medicine.  He  died  in 
Allentown  in  October,  1881,  aged  ninety  years  eight 
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months.  He  had  two  sisters, — Maria,  married  to  An- 
drew Klotz,  and  Elizabeth,  married  to  Paul  Knauss ; 
they  both  moved  to  Allentown.  Dr.  Charles  H.  Dick- 
enschied,  son  of  Charles  Friederich  Dickenschied, 
born  in  Lower  Milford  (then  Upper  Milford),  Feb.  10, 
1820,  graduated  at  the  University  of  Pennsylvania  in 
1841,  practiced  medicine  in  Lower  Milford  (then 
Upper  Milford)  until  1847,  married  Elvina  Spinner, 
daughter  of  David  Spinner,  moved  (1847)  to  the 
Trappe,  Montgomery  Co.,  Pa.,  where  he  died  three 
years  later,  Dec.  4,  1850.  He  left  one  son,  who  is  now 
also  a  practicing  physician  in  Philadelphia.  Dr. 
John  Henry  Dickenschied,  son  of  Charles  Friederich 
Dickenschied,  born  June  4,  1826,  graduated  at  the 
University  of  Pennsylvania  in  1847,  and  has  been 
practicing  medicine  in  Lower  Milford  ever  since.  He 
married  Amanda  Steinman,  daughter  of  George  Stein- 
man.  His  son.  Dr.  Eugene  H.  Dickenschied,  grad- 
uated at  the  University  of  Pennsylvania  in  1881,  and 
is  now  practicing  medicine  with  his  father  in  Lower 
Milford. 

John  Scheimer,  son  of  Jacob,  grandson  of  Adam, 
and  probably  the  great-grandson  of  Daniel  Scheimer, 
was  born  in  Saucon  township,  Northampton  Co., 
April  28,  1764.  He  bound  himself  by  articles  of  in- 
denture, dated  Feb.  13,  1781,  as  apprentice  to  Jacob 
Bitebender,  of  Upper  Saucon  township,  Northampton 
Co.,  wheelwright,  to  learn  his  trade  during  a  full  term 
of  three  years.  Besides  providing  for  him  generally, 
Bitebender  had  to  give  Scheimer  at  the  termination  of 
his  apprenticeship  a  complete  suit  of  clothing  and  nine 
pounds  hard  cash,  at  7s.  Gd.  per  Spanish  milled  dollar. 

In  the  year  1792,  John  Scheimer  purchased  from 
Jacob  Miller  the  premises  on  which  the  present  vil- 
lage of  Shimersville  is  located,  over  two  hundred 
acres  of  land,  became  a  successful  farmer  and  a  land- 
lord, and  was  appointed  by  Governor  Thomas  Mifflin 
as  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  the  district,  consisting  of 
the  old  township  of  Upper  Milford,  on  the  23d  day  of 
January,  1795,  and  held  the  office  for  over  thirteen 
years.  He  married  Salome,  daughter  of  Rev.  Jacob 
Van  Buskirk,  minister  of  the  Lutheran  Church.  He 
died  July  18,  1844,  aged  oyer  eighty  years,  and  left 
four  sons — John  B.,  Charles  B.,  August  B.  (removed 
to  Lockport,  N.  Y.),  and  Jacob  B.  Shimer  (removed 
to  Freemansburg,  Pa.)— and  two  daughters, — Mary, 
married  to  Jacob  Krimm,  and  Elizabeth,  married  to 
Jacob  Appel,  both  of  Lower  Saucon,  Northampton 
Co.  John  B.  Shimer  died  Nov.  21,  1880,  aged  over 
seventy-nine  years,  and  left  two  sous — Reuben  and 
William  Shimer — and  one  daughter, — Mrs.  Anthony 
Michling.  Charles  B.  Shimer  died  Aug.  24, 1880,  aged 
over  seventy-eight  years,  and  left  five  sons — Edward, 
Charles,  Jacob,  Franklin,  and  Hiram  Shimer)— and 
one  daughter, — Mrs.  Riegel. 

Descendants  of  John  Shimer,  Esq.,  are  numerous, 
still  living  in  Upper  Milford,  Macungie,  Allentown, 
etc.,  and  are  active  business  men  and  useful  and  re- 
spectable citizens. 


John  Schantz,  ancestor  of  the  Schantzs  in  Upper 
and  Lower  Milford,  settled  in  1765  in  what  is  now 
Lower  Milford.  He  purchased,  April  1st  of  that  year, 
from  Valentin  Keiser  over  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  acres  for  £25  ($66|).  He  purchased,  April  25, 
1775,  from  Ludwig  Siflert  two  other  and  adjoining 
tracts  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres  for  £100 
(|1866t).  John  Schantz  obtained,  March  15,  1785, 
from  the  Executive  Council  of  Pennsylvania,  a  patent 
on  his  land,  which  contained  by  resurvey  two  hun- 
dred and  ninety-five  and  three-quarter  acres.  It  was 
named  "Schanlzburg.''  John  Schantz,  Sr.,  left  five 
sons,  named  Abraham,  Christian,  John,  Joseph,  and 
Jacob.  Abraham  Schantz  and  Christian  Schantz 
settled  on  the  premises  of  their  father.  Joseph 
Schantz  died  without  issue.  John  Schantz,  Jr.,  pur- 
chased the  property,  which  is  now  in  possession  of 
Henry  E.  Moyer,  and,  dying,  left  two  sons  (John  and 
Jacob),  who  both  died  single.  Jacob  Schantz  pur- 
chased, March  16,  1789,  thirty  acres  from  Jacob  Mars- 
teller,  and  May  2,  1807,  from  the  heirs  of  Adam  Rein- 
hard,  another  tract  of  over  eighty-one  acres  in  Upper 
Milford.  He  left  two  sons — Daniel  and  Jacob — and 
two  daughters.  His  land  is  still  in  possession  of  his 
descendant,  Henry  G.  Schantz.  Abraham  Schantz 
left  one  son,  named  John  (Rev.),  and  five  daughters. 

John  Schantz,  son  of  Abraham,  became,  besides  a 
farmer  and  oil-miller,  a  minister  of  the  gospel.  He 
departed  this  life  Jan.  8,  1855,  aged  over  eighty  years, 
leaving  five  sons,  named  Henry,  William,  Abraham, 
John,  and  Joseph  (minister  of  the  gospel).  Christian 
Schantz  left  four  children, — two  sons,  named  John 
and  Jacob,  and  two  daughters  (Mrs.  J.  Stauffer  and 
Mr.  George  Miller).  The  old  premises  are  now  in 
possession  of  Aaron  Schantz,  Christian  Schantz,  Jr., 
Readan  Schantz,  Solomon  Schantz  (all  grandsons  of 
Christian  Schantz,  Sr.),  Milton  Schantz,  and  Henry 
B.  Schantz,  descendants  of  Abraham  Schantz.  They 
are  all  progressive  farmers. 

On  March  10,  1760,  Paul  Ritter,  of  Coalbrookdale, 
Berks  Co.,  purchased  from  Daniel  and  John  Stauffer 
two  tracts  of  over  one  hundred  and  fifty-two  acres  of 
land,  situated  in  Upper  Milford.  He  sold  the  same, 
March  17,  1770,  to  his  son-in-law,  Friederich  Lim- 
bach,  also  of  Coalbrookdale,  Berks  Co.,  who  obtained 
on  the  following  26th  of  May  a  patent  on  one  hun- 
dred and  four  acres  by  the  name  of  "  Old  Right." 
Limbach  was  appointed  a  justice  of  the  peace  for 
the  district  of  Upper  Milford.  He  was  a  good  pen- 
man. He  was  a  very  active  man,  and  in  some  re- 
spects a  very  extreme  man  for  the  cause  of  liberty 
during  the  times  of  the  Revolutionary  war.  He  ad- 
ministered his  office  until  December,  1787,  but,  as 
he  did  not  live  very  economically,  became  deeply  in 
debt.  He  sold  his  real  property  on  Dec.  11,  1787,  to 
Daniel  Staufifer  for  eleven  hundred  and  one  pounds, 
and  left  the  following  night  with  wife  and  children 
for  parts  unknown,  and  forever.  On  the  12th  of  De- 
cember, 1787,  a  neighbor  came  to  the  old  log  house 
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in  which  Limbach  resided,  but  found  it  empty,  and 
the  old-fashioned  fat-lamp  was  still  standing  on  the 
hearth,  and  still  lighted.  Such  was  the  end  of  Es- 
quire Limbach's  course  in  Upper  Milford. 

Henry  Meyer,  from  Bucks  County,  purchased,  Jan. 
28, 1783,  from  Michael  Andreas,  a  tract  of  eighty-eight 
and  one-half  acres  of  land,  situate  in  Upper  Milford, 
for  which  a  patent  was  granted  to  him  by  the  Execu- 
tive Council  of  Pennsylvania  on  April  17,  1789,  des- 
ignating it  as  "Meyerton."  On  June  7,  1813,  Henry 
Meyer  sold  liis  "  Meyerton''  to  his  son,  William 
Meyer,  for  eleven  hundred  and  twenty-five  pounds. 
When  he  departed  this  life  he  left  three  sons — Wil- 
liam, Henry,  and  Jacob  Meyer — and  three  daughters. 
Henry  Meyer  purchased,  in  1819,  from  John  Schantz, 
Jr.,  over  ninety-two  acres,  situate  on  the  Saucon 
Creek,  in  the  present  Lower  Milford  (being  part  of 
one  hundred  and  forty-five  acres  which  was  surveyed, 
1734,  to  Courad  Wetzel),  which  tract  is  still  in  Meyer's 
possession,  owned  now  by  Emanuel  Meyer  and  Henry 
E.  Meyer.  Jacob  Meyer  purchased,  June  26,  1822, 
from  Jacob  Ehrliard  twenty-five  acres  near  the  pres- 
ent village  of  Dillingersville,  which  is  now  in  posses- 
sion of  his  son,  Henry  D.  Meyer.  The  old  premises 
("Meyerston")  is  now  owned  by  William  G.  Meyer, 
a  direct  descendant  (great-grandsou)  of  Henry  Meyer. 

Michael  Roeder,  ancestor  of  the  Roeder  family, 
settled  in  the  so-called  Goshenhoppen  (Upper  Han- 
over township),  Montgomery  Co.,  where  he  purchased 
from  John  Mack,  Dec.  15,  1754,  a  tract  of  two  hun- 
dred acres  of  land,  and  became  a  successful  farmer. 
Michael  Roeder  died  in  1791,  leaving  a  widow  and 
thirteen  children, — Michael,  John,  Adam,  Peter,  and 
Henry  Roeder,  Anna  Maria  (married  Jacob  Nuss), 
Susanna  (married  Jacob  Dunkel),  Margaretha  (mar- 
ried Conrad  Nuss),  Anna  Margaretha  (married  George 
Labach),  Barbara  (married  Jost  Wieand),  Hannah 
(married  Martin  Kieler),  Catharina,  Eva  (married 
Peter  Trump),  and  Magdena.  John  Roeder  (son  of 
Michael)  settled,  in  1787,  in  the  Hosensack  Valley, 
in  what  is  now  Lower  Milford.  He  purchased  from 
John  Yund  two  hundred  and  fifty-five  acres,  the  old 
Zimmerman  farm  and  homestead,  on  Aug.  16,  1787, 
for  fourteen  hundred  and  twenty-three  pounds.  He 
became  a  successful  farmer.  He  left  three  sons, — 
Henry,  John,  and  Samuel  Roeder.  John  and  Samuel 
Roeder  divided  his  property  between  them.  John 
Roeder,  Jr.,  had  four  sons — John  M.,  Solomon,  David, 
and  Thomas  Roeder — and  four  daughters.  Samuel 
Roeder  had  five  sons, — Daniel,  Jonas,  William,  Sam- 
uel, Jr.,  and  Nathan  Roeder. 

The  old  farm  is  still  in  possession  of  the  descend- 
ants ;  owned  by  David  Roeder,  Henry  E.  Roeder, 
Esq.  (son  of  .Tonas  Roeder,  and  since  1883  a  justice 
of  the  peace  in  Lower  Milford),  and  Isaac  Roeder  (son 
of  John  M.  Roeder).  Others  of  the  Roeders  are  still 
in  the  neighborhood, — Solomon,  Reuben,  Lewis,  etc. 
They  are  all  progressive  farmers  and  useful  citizens. 

Nicolaus  Dietz,  ancestor  of  the  Dietzs  in  Lehigh 


County,  settled  in  Lower  Milford  in  1789.  Nicolaus 
Dietz  purchased,  Nov.  27, 1789,  from  the  heirs  of  Wil- 
liam Penn  (or  from  their  attorneys)  over  one  hundred 
and  sixty-three  acres  of  land  lying  in  their  manor  of 
Richland,  and  called  Tract  No.  25.  He  sold,  Feb. 
24,  1815,  one  hundred  and  thirty  acres  to  his  son, 
Abraham  Dietz.  He  died  Nov.  22, 1818,  aged  seventy- 
five  years,  eight  months,  and  seventeen  days,  and  left 
four  sons,— Abraham,  Joseph,  Jacob,  and  Peter  Dietz. 
The  descendants  are  at  present  numerous.  The  old 
farm  and  homestead  is  still  in  their  possession. 

John  Adam  Wieder,  ancestor  of  the  Wieder  family, 
settled  here  early.  His  lands  were  on  the  top  of  the 
South  Mountain,  southeast  from  Emaus,  in  Upper 
Milford.  After  his  departure  his  real  estate  was  di- 
vided between  two  of  his  sons,  John  Adam  Wieder, 
Jr.,  and  Leonhard  Wieder.  One  son  (Solomon)  re- 
moved to  the  State  of  New  Jersey.  On  the  21st  of 
June,  1810,  John  Adam  Wieder  purchased  from  Nic- 
olaus Kramer  the  old  Stahlnecker  farm,  in  Upper 
Milford  (now  Lower  Milford),  containing  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty-seven  acres  fifty  perches  and  allowance, 
for  nine  thousand  dollars,  and  sold,  March  3, 1827,  his 
other  farm,  eighty-five  acres  and  one  hundred  and 
twenty-nine  perches,  to  his  brother,  Henry,  for  three 
thousand  dollars  and  twenty-two  cents,  which  is  now 
owned  by  John  Lorenz.  John  Adam  Wieder  died 
and  left  two  sons, — John  and  John  Adam  Wieder, 
between  whom  his  real  estate  was  divided.  It  is  still 
owned  by  Joel  Wieder  (son  of  John)  and  Saul  Wie- 
der (son  of  John  Adam,  Jr.).  The  descendants  of  the 
Wieder  family  are  quite  numerous  in  LTpper  and  Lower 
Milford,  and  they  are  progressive  farmers. 

Christian  Musselman,  from  Allen  township,  North- 
ampton Co.,  settled,  in  1790,  in  Upper  Milford,  and 
purchased  the  same  year  from  Jacob  Hiestand  one 
hundred  and  sixteen  acres,  part  of  "  Hiestand's  De- 
light." He  died  July  21,  1848,  in  his  eighty-ninth 
year,  and  left  four  sons — Jacob,  John,  David,  and 
Henry  Musselman — and  two  daughters  (Mrs.  Bechtel 
and  Mrs.  Kauflfman).  His  descendants,  Jacob  Mussel- 
man and  Samuel  Musselman,  are  still  in  possession  of 
the  homestead.  Others  of  the  descendants  are  still 
living  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  homestead,  in  Upper 
Milford,  Emaus,  and  Quakertown. 

Residents  in  1781.— The  following  assessment-list, 
made  by  the  commissioners  of  Northampton  County, 
Dec.  27,  1781,  shows  the  names  of  all  of  the  taxable 
citizens  then  residing  in  the  territory  which  is  now 
included  in  the  townships  of  Upper  and  Lower 
Milford:' 


Lndwig  Andres. 
Stofel  Andreas. 
Michael  Andreas. 
Ulrich  Bassler. 
Michael  Bastian. 
Henry  Birkheimer. 
Gabriel  Pappennieyer. 
Michael  Biechop, 


Henry  Bitting. 
John  Becker. 
Jacob  VaQ  Buskirk. 
Adam  G.  Bortz. 
Nicholaus  Bieber, 
Even  Bill, 
Jacob  Bildhaus. 
Peter  Braun! 


1  The  amount  of  tax  was  £539  12s.  Id. 
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George  Christ. 
George  Cliristman. 
Frederick  Delp. 
Peter  Daney. 
Stephan  Dalmau. 
George  Dillinger. 
Nicholaus  Dietz. 
Daniel  Dany. 
John  Dany. 
Philip  Derringer. 
Jacob  Deep. 
Daniel  Derr. 
Michael  Derr. 
Stephen  Derr. 
Daniel  Dubs. 
Henry  Daubert. 
Peter  Deisa. 
Michael  Eberhard. 
Jacob  Eberhard. 
Joseph  Eberhard. 
Peter  Eberhard. 
Andrew  Engelman. 
Adam  Engelman. 
CJonrad  Ernst. 
Samuel  Eisenhard. 
Jacob  Eckle. 
Jeremiah  Flexer. 
Frederick  Fanel. 
Baize  r  Fetterman. 
George  Fetterman. 
Widow  Fischer. 
Daniel  Folck. 
Michael  Flores, 
Henry  Funck. 
Jacob  Funck. 
John  Funck. 
Rudolph  Funck. 
George  Funck. 
Jacob  Fischer. 
Widow  Gebhard. 
Andrew  Girring. 
Jacob  Gernet. 
Leonard  Griesemer. 
Matthias  Gerhard. 
Peter  Gerhard. 
Daniel  Guth. 
Adam  Geary. 
Jacob  Geary. 
Widow  Greilings. 
John  Griesemer. 
Adam  Gebhard. 
William  Haintz. 
Adam  Hatman. 
Casper  Hepler. 
Stoffel  Hepler. 
Jacob  Heil. 
Simon  Rein. 
John  Hauser. 
David  Heimbach. 
George  Hilligass. 
John  HilligrasB. 
Felix  Hirth. 
John  Hiestand. 
John  Hiestand,  Jr. 
Abraham  Hiestand. 
Isaac  Hiestand. 
Henry  Hartzel. 
George  Horner. 
John  Eeiewig. 
Nicholaua  Hittle. 
Philip  Herzog. 
Philip  Herzog,  Jr. 
Jacob  Huber. 
Peter  Hartzell. 
Jacob  Holtzhausen. 
Mcholaus  Jeissly. 
Adam  Jeiesly. 


Baltzer  Jaeckel. 
Melchior  Jaeckel. 
George  Jaeckel. 
Jeremiah  Jaeckel. 
Casper  Jaeckel. 
John  Jacoby. 
John  Jund. 
Isiiac  Jarfett. 
Jacob  Kreter. 
Daniel  Kreter. 
Christopher  Kraues. 
Baltzer  Xrauss. 
Jacob  Koehler. 
Philip  Kratzer. 
Adam  Kehl. 
Philip  Kehl. 
Friederich  Kemmerer. 
John  Kemmerer. 
George  Kern. 
Lorenz  Kern. 
Conrad  Klein. 
Gabriel  KleiD. 
George  Klein. 
Isaac  Klotz. 
Nicholaus  Klotz. 
Jacob  Kuan  as. 
Michael  Knauss. 
Joseph  Kooken. 
Nicholaus  Kooken. 
Peter  Kooken. 
Friederich  Krammes. 
Leonhard  Lautenachlager. 
George  Lautenschlaeger. 
Martin  Leibert. 
Friederich  Limbach. 
John  Linn. 
Friederich  Martin. 
Michael  Mattinger. 
Philip  Mechlin. 
Thomas  Mechlin. 
Christian  Metzger. 
Abraham  Meyer. 
Conrad  Meyer. 
Michael  Meyer. 
Jacob  Miller. 
Leonard  Miller. 
Nicholaus  Miller. 
Peter  Miller. 
Philip  Miller. 
Henry  Marsteller. 
Conrad  Neumeyer. 
Herman  Niess. 
John  Niess. 
John  Ohlwein. 
John  Ord  (Ortt). 
Christopher  Ott. 
Henry  Ott. 
Michael  Ott. 
Michael  Paulus. 
Jacob  Rauschenberger. 
George  Reicbenbach. 
George  Reiner. 
Widow  Reiner. 
Christian  Reiner. 
Adam  Reinhard. 
John  Riesser. 
William  Rieseer. 
Samuel  Reichert. 
Abraham  Reichert. 
John  Rischel. 
Leonard  Rischel. 
Martin  Rischel. 
Henry  Romig. 
Adam  Rothenberger. 
George  Rothenberger.   ' 
Jacob  Rothenberger. 
Peter  Rothenberger. 


David  Rothrock. 
Jacob  Rothrock. 
George  Ruch. 
Michael  Rudolph. 
Henry  Ruas. 
George  Schaffer. 
William  Schafler. 
Abraham  Schantz. 
John  Schantz. 
Joseph  Schantz. 
Conrad  Schaub. 
Adams  Schaud. 
Martin  Scbeibele. 
Joseph  Schelly. 
Henry  Schiffer. 
Jacob  Schiffer. 
Jacob  Schiffer,  Jr. 
Peter  Schlasser. 
Jacob  Schmeyer. 
Peter  Schmeyer. 
John  Schnell. 
John  Schneider. 
Adam  Schuler. 
Adam  Schuler. 
John  Schuler. 
Peter  Schuler. 
Jacob  Sicher. 
Friederich  Siechly. 
George  Seider. 
Daniel  Smith. 
Jacob  Smith. 
Jacob  Smith. 
John  Smith. 
Peter  Smith. 
Anthony  Stabler. 
Ludwig  Stabler. 
Nicholaus  Stabler,  Jr. 
Nicholaus  Stabler,  Sr. 
Abraham  Stahl. 
Jacob  Stahl. 
Jacob  Stahl  sch  mi  edt. 
George  Stablnecker. 
Jacob  Stauffer. 
Jacob  Stephan. 


John  Derr. 
Jacob  DiUinger. 
Peter  Engelman. 
Philip  Eberhard. 
Jacob  Hiestand. 
George  Horlacber. 
George  Hein. 
George  Kemmerer. 
George  Klein. 
Nicholaus  Klein, 
Jacob  Klein. 
Friederich  Metzger. 


George  Stroll. 
Traulie  estate. 
John  Trexler. 
Bastian  TruckenmiUer. 
George  TruckenmiUer. 
Adam  Trump. 
John  Trump. 
Jost  Wentz. 
Jacob  Wentz. 
Jacob  Weiss. 
Widow  Weiss. 
George  Worman, 
Conrad  Wurman. 
Friederich  Wineh. 
Michael  Wolfgang. 
Philip  Walter. 
Elias  Weaver. 
Philip  Walter,  Jr. 
George  Welder. 
Franz  Westgo, 
Mathias  Westgo. 
Conrad  Wetzel. 
John  Wetzel. 
Jacob  Wickert. 
Joat  Wieand. 
Wendell  Wieand. 
Adam  Wieder. 
Peter  Weaver. 
Jacob  Wolf. 
Philip  Witman. 
Rudolph  Weiss. 
Conrad  Witmeyer. 
Jacob  Wittner, 
Ferdinand  Wirtz. 
Goufried  Wiesner. 
Tobias  Wendell. 
Conrad  Wagner. 
Conrad  Wolf. 
Casper  Yoder. 
Christian  Young. 
Conrad  Zeller. 
John  Zeller. 
Rudolph  Zubler. 


Single  Freemen. 


George  Reiner. 
Andrew  Reiaaer. 
Philip  Stiihler. 
Peter  Stabler. 
Jacob  Stablnecker. 
Peter  Schaffer. 
Michael  Schandt. 
Adam  Trump. 
Killian  Weiss. 
John  Riesaer. 
Henry  Yundt. 
Christian  Zeller. 


Michael  Eberhard  paid  the  highest  assessment,  six- 
teen pounds ;  George  Kriebel,  eleven  pounds ;  Casper 
Yoder,  Christian  Young,  each  seven  pounds;  Stoffel 
Andreas,  Henry  Funck,  John  Jund,  Henry  Ott,  and 
Daniel  Stauffer,  each  six  pounds ;  all  others  under 
this  last  amount. 

Residents  in  1812. — In  1812,  when  Lehigh  County 
was  organized,  the  following  were  the  taxable  citizens 
of  what  is  now  Upper  and  Lower  Milford  townships : 


Henry  Albrecht. 
Stoffel  Andreas. 
Jacob  Arner. 
Jacob  Axter. 
John  Baal. 
Adam  Bader. 


Michael  Bahm. 
Jacob  Baer. 
Abraham  Bartow. 
Henry  Basaler. 
Ulrich  Baasler. 
Henry  Bauer. 
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Jacob  Beitelman, 

John  Berk  en  stock. 

Jacob  Bildhaus. 

Ludwig  Bitting. 

Jacob  Bleyler. 

Jacob  Bortz,  Jr. 

Andrew  Boyer. 

Adam  Brey. 

George  Brey. 

Michael  Brey. 

Philip  Brey. 

George  Friederich  Caldower. 

George  Carl. 

John  Carl. 

George  Christ. 

Henry  Christ,  Jr. 

David  Christman. 

George  Christman. 

George  Clewell. 

Joseph  Clewell. 

Eaniel  Cooper. 

Joseph  Cope. 

Jacob  Danpy. 

Philip  Daney. 

Philip  Daney,  Jr. 

Peter  Daney. 

Jacob  Danner. 

Henry  Daubert. 

Henry  Daubeit,  Jr. 

John  Daubert. 

Jacob  DeisB. 

Jacob  Derr. 

Michael  Derr. 

Widow  Dickenahied. 

George  Diehl. 

Michael  Diehl. 

George  Dietz. 
Jacob  Dielz. 
Nicholans  Dietz. 
Christina  Dillinger. 
Daniel  Dillinger. 
Jacob  Dillinger. 
John  Dillinger. 
Maria  Dillinger. 
Jacob  Dilgert. 
David  Ditlow. 
Isaac  Dixson. 
Daniel  Duba. 
Henry  Duba, 
Jacob  Dnbs. 
Christian  Dutt, 
Adam  Eberhard. 
Daniel  Eberhard. 
John  Eberhard. 
Jacob  Ehrhard. 
Jacob  Ehrenhard. 
Friederich  Eidinger. 
David  Eulenbach. 
George  Engelman. 
I^enry  Engelman. 
John  Engelman. 
Peter  Engelman. 
John  Erdman. 
Daniel  Erney. 
John  Fellman. 
Widow  Ferdman. 
Philip  Fetterman. 
Jacob  Fink. 
John  Fink. 
Christian  Fischer, 
Jacob  Fischer. 
John  Fischer. 
Widow  Flores. 
Daniel  Fretz. 
John  Frick. 
John  Fnnk. 
Jacob  Geary. 


Matthias  Geho. 
John  Gehring, 
Jacob  Geisinger. 
Philip  Geisinger. 
Jacob  Gerhard. 

John  Gering. 
William  Gorman. 

Ludwig  Greber. 

Felix  Griesaemer. 

Friederich  Grieasemer. 

Jacob  Griessemer. 

John  Griessemer. 

Daniel  Guth,  Jr. 

Daniel  Guth,  Sr. 

George  Guth. 

John  Hanger. 

Peter  Hartzell. 

George  Harlacher. 

John  Haupt. 

Adam  Heckman. 

George  Heil. 

Jacob  Heil. 

David  Heimbach,  Jr. 

David  Heimbach,  Sr. 

Abrahiim  Hentricks. 

Jacob  Henacher. 

Abraham  Hieatand,  Jr. 

Abraham  Hieatand,  Sr. 

Jacob  Hiestand. 

John  Hilligass. 

Michael  Hilligass,  Jr. 

Michael  Hilligass,  Sr. 

Nicholaus  Hittel. 

William  Horsfield. 

George  Jacoby. 

Henry  Jacoby. 

John  Jacoby. 

John  Jarrett. 

Andrew  Jaekel. 

Christopher  Jaekel. 

David  Jaekel,  Jr. 

David  Jaekel,  Sr. 
George  Jaekel,  Jr. 
George  Jaekel,  Sr. 
Jeremiaa  Jaekel. 
John  Jaekel. 
Melchior  Jaekel. 
Moses  Kain. 
Abraham  Kaufman. 
Peter  Kchler. 
Jacob  Kehler. 
Michael  Kehm. 
John  Keiser. 
Joseph  Keisei-. 
John  Kemmerer. 
Henry  Kern. 
Matthias  Kern. 
Daniel  Klein. 
George  Klein. 
George  Klein. 
Jacob  Klein, 
laaac  Klein. 
Michael  Klein. 
Andrew  Kleinsmith. 
Henry  Knappenberger. 
Jacob  Knanss. 
Peter  Kneppele. 
Friederich  Krammes. 
Nicholaus  Kramer. 
Andrew  Krauas. 
David  Kranss. 
Friederich  Krauss. 
George  Krauss. 
John  Krauss. 
Abraham  Kriehel, 
Jacob  Kriehel. 
Henry  Laroach. 


Jacob  Larosch. 

Jacob  Laub. 

Leonhard  Lautenschlaeger. 

Nicholaus  ljautenschlaeger,Jr. 

Nich  olaua  Lau  ten  schlaeger,Sr, 

Henry  Leibert. 

Martin  Leibert. 

Joseph  Leopold. 

Peter  Linn, 

Jacob  Marsteller. 

Widow  Marsteller. 

Friederich  Martin. 

Ludwig  Mattinger, 

Widow  Mattinger. 

John  Mechlin. 

Conrad  Mertz. 

Jacob  Metzger, 

Friederich  Miller. 

Friederich  Miller. 

George  Philip  Miller. 

Jacob  Miller. 

Isaac  Miller. 

Peter  Miller. 

Widow  Miller. 

Daniel  Mohr. 

Henry  Mohr, 

Jacob  Mohr, 

Stoffel  Mohr. 

William  Mohr, 

Abraham  Moyer. 

Henry  Moyer,  Jr. 

Henry  Moyer,  Sr. 

Jacob  Moyer,  Sr. 

Jacob  Moyer,  Jr. 

William  Moyer. 

John  Mumbauer,  Jr. 

John  Mumbauer,  Sr, 

Chriatian  Musselmau. 

George  Nehs  (Nace). 

Jacob  Nehs. 

Jacob  Nehs. 

Conrad  Ne^meyer. 

Jacob  Oberholtzer. 

Christian  Ortt, 

John  Ortt. 

Henry  Ortt. 

Henry  Ott,  Jr. 

Henry  Ott,  Sr. 

Widow  Ott. 

Samuel  Paul. 

Adam  Beichenbach, 

George  Reichenbach, 

George  Reichenbach. 

Leonhard  Reichenbach, 

Michael  Reichenbach. 

Peter  Reichenbach. 

Corneliua  Reinbold. 

Hartman  Reinhard. 

Daniel  Reinert. 

Peter  Reinert. 

Peter  Reichert. 

Andrew  Riesser. 

Casper  Riesser. 

John  Riesser. 

Solomon  Rieaser. 

William  Riesser. 

Samuel  Rinker. 

John  Roeder,  Sr. 

John  Roeder,  Jr. 

Samuel  Roeder. 

Friederich  Romig. 

Adam  Rothenberger. 

David  Rothenberger. 

George  Rothenberger. 

George  Rothenberger. 

Jacob  Rothenberger, 

John  Rothenberger. 


Peter  Rothenberger. 
David  Rothrock. 
Jacob  Rothrock. 
George  Ruch. 
Michael  Rudolph, 
George  Schafifer. 
George  Schaffer. 
Peter  Schaffer, 
"Peter  Schaffer. 
Abraham  Schantz. 
Christian  Schantz. 
Jacob  Schantz. 
John  Schantz. 
John  Schantz, 
John  Schaub. 
George  Schell. 
Michael  Schelly. 
Andrew  Schenkler. 
Adam  Schiffert, 
John  Schiffert, 
Ulrich  Schitz  (SchUtz). 
John  Schlotterer, 
Daniel  Schmidt. 
Jacob  Schmidt. 
Solomon  Schmidt. 
Jacob  Schmoyer. 
John,  Schmoyer. 
Adam  Schneider. 
Jacob  Schneider. 
Samuel  Schneider. 
Simon  Schneider. 
David  Schubert. 
George  Schumacher. 
John  Schuld. 
Abraham  Schuler. 
Adam  Schuler. 
George  Schuler. 
John  Schuler. 
Samuel  Schuler. 
Baltzer  Schultz. 
Daniel  Schwartz. 
Daniel  Schwartz. 
Jacob  Schwenck, 
Jacob  Seibert. 
Pet^r  Sell. 
Christian  Shearer. 
John  Shimer, 
David  Sicher. 
Jacob  Sicher. 
Adam  Singmaster. 
Conrad  Smith. 
George  Smith. 
Peter  Smith, 
David  Spinner. 
John  Stadler. 
George  Stahl. 
John  Stahl, 
Christian  Stabler. 
Daniel  Stabler. 
David  Stabler. 
Henry  Stabler. 
Jacob  Stabler. 
Ludwig  Stabler. 
TTicholaus  Stabler,  Sr. 
Nicholaus  Stabler,  Jr. 
Nicholaus  Stabler. 
Peter  Stabler. 
Philip  Stabler, 
Lorenz  Stabler, 
Abraham  Stauffer. 
Jacob  Stauffer. 
Peter  Standi, 
Adam  Steininger. 
Adam  Stephan, 
Jacob  Stephau. 
Andrew  Straazberger. 
George  Truckeumiller 
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Adam  Trump. 

George  Trump. 

John  Trump. 

Baltzer  Urffer. 

David  Urffer. 

Michael  Urffer. 

Widow  Urffer. 

Bernhard  Vogele  (Fegely). 

Kicbolaus  Vogele. 

George  Vogt,  Jr. 

George  Vogt,  Sr. 

John  Wagner. 

John  Wagner. 

Jacob  Walker. 

Daniel  Walter. 

David  Walter. 

Philip  Walter. 

Elias  Weaver. 

Michael  Weaver. 

John  Weaver. 

Peter  Weaver. 

John  Weikel. 

Baltzer  Weinberger. 

Christopher  Weiss. 

Jacob  Weisa. 

Henry  Westgo. 

Jacob  Westgo. 


Philip  Westgo. 
Daniel  Wetzel. 
Jacob  Wetzel,  Sr. 
Jacob  Wetzel,  Jr. 
John  Wetzel, 
David  Wieandt. 
Jacob  Wieandt,  Sr. 
Jacob  Wieandt,  Jr. 
John  Wieandt. 
Jost  Wieandt. 
Wendel  Wieandt,  Sr. 
Wendel  Wieandt,  Jr. 
Jacob  Wickert. 
Adam  Wieder,  Jr. 
Adam  Wieder,  Sr. 
Casper  Wieder. 
Gottfried  Wiessemer. 
Christian  Willauer. 
Jacob  Wittemer. 
Widow  Wittemer. 
John  ZeislofF. 
Carl  Zeller. 
Christian  Zeller. 
Conrad  Zeller. 
John  Zeller. 
Abraham  Ziegler. 


Single  Freemen. 


Henry  Dany. 
John  Dany. 
George  Derr. 
Henry  Derr. 
Jacob  Diehl. 
Peter  Diehl. 
Abraham  Dietz. 
Peter  Dietz. 
Daniel  Dubs. 
John  Dubs. 
John  Eberhard. 
Michael  Engelman. 
John  Fischer. 
George  Florea. 
Henry  Flores. 
Henry  Henry. 
George  Eittel. 
Philip  Hittel. 
William  Hittel. 
Daniel  Jacket. 
George  Klein. 
Benjamin  Kriebel. 
Benjamin  Kriebel. 
'  George  Lechner. 
Jacob  Lechner. 
Daniel  Miller. 


David  Mohr. 
Jacob  Moyer. 
Philip  Mumbauer. 
John  Ott. 
.Jacob  Ott. 
Jacob  Reichenbach. 
Michael  Reichenbach. 
Adam  Reinhard. 
Lorenz  Ruch. 
George  Rudolph. 
John  Rudolph. 
Jacob  Schaub. 
Stoffel  Schubert. 
Jacob  Schuler. 
Christian  Schwartz. 
Peter  Schwartz. 
David  Seibert. 
Stoffel  Seibert. 
John  Smith. 
Jonathan  Stahl. 
John  Strassberger. 
David  Trexler. 
.Tohn  Wieder. 
Leonhard  Wieder. 
Philip  ZerfasB. 


Prominent  Citizens  of  the  Past  and  Present.— 
Daniel  Stabler  was  born  in  Upper  Milford,  March 
31,  1781 ;  established  the  first  hotel  in  Dillingersville 
(then  Stahler's)  in  1812;  was  appointed  the  same 
year  postmaster  of  the  new  post-office  (Stahler's),  the 
first  post-office  in  Upper  Milford,  and  held  the  office 
until  1827 ;  was  elected  commissioner  of  Lehigh 
County  in  1842  for  one  term  of  three  years  ;  died  Aug. 
31,  1854,  aged  seventy-three  years,  five  months. 

Lorenz  Stabler,  brother  of  Daniel,  was  born  in 
Upper  Milford,  April  18,  1779.  He  was  appointed 
justice  of  the  peace  in  1812,  and  continued  in  office 
under  appointments  until  1840,  when  he  was  elected 
under  the  new  law  for  one  term,  five  years.  He  con- 
tinued in  office  in  all  about  thirty-three  years,  until 
1845.  He  died  Aug.  15, 1854,  aged  seventy-five  years, 
three  months,  twenty-seven  days. 


Joshua  Stabler,  son  of  Lorenz,  was  born  Oct.  2, 1814, 
in  Upper  Milford  ;  was  elected  justice  of  the  peace  in 
1845  for  five  years,  and  re-elected  in  1860;  elected 
register  of  wills  for  Lehigh  County  in  1851  for  three 
years;  elected  coroner  in  1855;  and  elected  associate 
judge  in  October,  1856,  and  re-elected  in  October, 
1861. 

David  Gehman  was  born  in  Hereford  township, 
Berks  Co.,  on  Aug.  26,  1802 ;  removed  in  1828  to  the 
Hosensack  Valley ;  purchased  the  same  year  from 
George  Kline,  Jr.,  a  tract  of  land,  on  which  he  estab- 
lished a  country  store,  and  kept  the  same  for  a  num- 
ber of  years,  until  1860.  In  1841  there  was  a  new 
post-office  by  the  name  of  Hosensack  established 
under  the  administration  of  President  Tyler.  Geh- 
man was  appointed  postmaster,  and  administered  the 
post-office  twelve  years.  In  1861  he  was  reappointed 
and  served  eleven  years,  and  resigned.  He  removed 
in  1873  to  Quakertown,  Bucks  Co.,  where  he  died  on 
the  5th  of  March,  1881,  aged  seventy-eight  years,  six 
months,  nine  days.  He  left  two  daughters, — Mrs. 
Charles  Schoenly  and  Mrs.  Joel  Brunner. 

Charles  W.  Wieand  was  born  on  the  13th  day  of 
March,  1809,  in  the  present  village  of  Zionsville; 
carried  on  for  several  years  the  business  of  store- 
keeper and  dealing  in  tombstones ;  purchased  later 
the  farm  of  his  father,  David  Wieand ;  was  appointed 
in  1831  as  justice  of  the  peace  (of  Upper  Milford), 
served  for  nine  years,  and  was  in  1840  elected  for  one 
term  (five  years)  more.  He  became  also  a  surveyor. 
By  the  influence  of  Mr.  Wieand  there  was  a  new 
post-office  established  in  1849  in  Zionsville,  and  Mr. 
Wieand  was  appointed  postmaster  for  four  years.  He 
purchased  in  1866  the  old  Mensch  mill  property  from 
John  B.  Gehman.  In  1876,  Charles  W.  Wieand,  Esq., 
removed  to  East  Greenville,  Montgomery  Co.,  and  as- 
sisted his  son,  Eev.  C.  J.  Wieand,  in  establishing  the 
Perkiomen  Seminary.  He  is  still  living,  and  resides 
in  East  Greenville,  Pa. 

Henry  M.  Sigmund,  eldest  son  of  Friederich  Sig- 
mund  (ironmaster),  was  born  in  Upper  Milford,  June 
25,  1886.  He  became  in  1860,  when  his  father  died, 
with  his  brother.  Dr.  Albert  M.  Sigmund,  the  owner 
of  the  Hampton  Furnace,  and  became  an  ironmaster. 
He  conducted  the  furnace  for  nearly  seven  years,  when 
it  was  discontinued,  and  the  property  sold  to  Peter 
Faust.  Henry  M.  Sigmund  died  Aug.  10,  1876,  aged 
only  forty  years. 

Samuel  Stauffer,  son  of  Abraham  Stauflfer,  was  born 
in  1811,  in  what  is  now  Lower  Milford,  in  the  present 
Kraussdale ;  obtained  his  first  education  in  the  schools 
of  his  neighborhood ;  was  employed  for  several  terms 
to  teach  school ;  was  elected  several  terms  school  di- 
rector of  Upper  Milford  (before  division) ;  served  for 
several  years  as  secretary  of  the  school  board ;  was 
elected  in  1853  as  thefirst  justice  of  the  peace  of  Lower 
Milford  for  five  years,  and  four  times  re-elected,  serv- 
ing in  all  twenty  years ;  and  was  appointed  by  Gov- 
ernor Hoyt,  in  December,  1882,  as  a  notary  public. 
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He  is  also,  with  his  son  Henry,  the  proprietor  and  the 
owner  of  a  saw-mill,  grist-mill,  and  farm. 

Charles  Foster  was  a  son  of  John  Thomas  Fos- 
ter, of  Philadelphia,  and  was  born  in  that  city  on 
the  24th  day  of  March,  1801.  He  lost  father  and 
mother  by  death  when  he  was  only  three  years  old, 
and  was  adopted  by  Jacob  Frey,  of  Montgomery 
County,  and  educated.  He  became  a  blacksmith, 
settled  in  Upper  Milford,  and  married,  in  1825,  Mag- 
dalina  Fischer,  daughter  of  John  Fischer.  He  pur- 
chased the  same  year  Fischer's  Hotel,  of  Jacob 
Fischer,  and  became  the  landlord,  and  also  a  pro- 
gressive farmer ;  was  in  charge  of  the  hotel  for  over 
thirty  years.  He  was  elected  in  1838  to  the  State 
Legislature;  elected  commissioner  of  Lehigh  County 
in  1844  for  three  years ;  elected  county  auditor  (1859) 
for  three  years,  and  served  as  a  school  director  of 
Upper  Milford  for  eighteen  years.  He  died  in  Upper 
Milford  on  the  6th  day  of  July,  1875,  aged  over 
seventy-four  years. 

Michael  H.  Albright,  Esq.,  born  Jan.  19,  1811,  set- 
tled in  his  early  boyhood  with  his  mother  in  Lower 
Milford  (then  Upper  Milford).  He  served  as  a  jus- 
tice of  the  peace  of  Lower  Milford  for  thirteen  years 
(1860-73),  and  over  ten  years  as  school  director  of  the 
same  township.  He  moved  in  1873  to  Allentown, 
where  he  is  still  living. 

Edwin  Albright,  Esq.,  son  of  Michael  H.  Albright, 
born  in  Lower  Milford  (then  Upper  Milford),  Nov.  28, 
1838  ;  received  his  first  education  in  the  schools  of  his 
father ;  went  in  1860  to  Allentown,  studied  law,  and 
became  a  prominent  attorney.  He  was  appointed/ 
solicitor  under  Sheriff  Herman  Fetter  in  1862-65 
elected  district  attorney  in  1866 ;  elected  State  sen- 
ator (1870)  for  three  years ;  re-elected  in  1873  for 
three  years,  and  elected  president  judge  of  Lehigh 
County,  1878. 

Hans  (John)  Yeakel,  was  born  Nov.  15,  1774,  in 
Lower  Milford  (then  Upper  Milford) ;  was  elected  one 
of  the  first  county  commissioners  of  Lehigh  County 
for  two  years  (1812-14).  In  1816  he  was  elected  for 
a  second  term  of  three  years,  and  in  1819  was  re- 
elected for  a  third  term  of  three  years.  He  became 
the  proprietor  of  the  hotel  at  Hosensack  about  the 
year  1820,  was  landlord  for  several  years,  and  died 
March  17,  1825. 

Willoughby  Gabel  was  born  in  1810  ;  was  for  a 
number  of  years  a  successful  storekeeper  and  farmer 
of  Lower  Milford  (then  Upper  Milford) ;  was  elected 
justice  of  the  peace  in  1845,  and  re-elected  in  1850 
and  1855 ;  was  elected  commissioner  of  Lehigh 
County  in  1862  for  three  years ;  was  also  elected  one 
of  the  first  school  directors  of  Upper  Milford,  after 
the  acceptance  of  the  common-school  law  in  1844, 
and  was  elected  president  of  the  first  school  board 
the  same  year. 

Peter  Engelman,a  successful  farmer  in  Lower  Mil- 
ford, was  elected  county  commissioner  in  1850  for  one 
term  of  three  years. 


George  K.  Carl,  born  June  28,  1828,  was  elected 
assessor  of  Lower  Milford  in  1854,  and  re-elected  for 
twelve  terms,  and  was  elected,  November,  1881, 
county  commissioner  of  Lehigh  County  for  one  term 
of  three  years. 

Ludwick  (or  Ludwig)  Bitting,  a  farmer  of  Upper 
Milford,  owned  a  farm  of  over  one  hundred  and  forty- 
six  acres  on  the  Hosensack  Hill  (now  Lower  Milford) 
from  1744  to  1771.  He  was  elected  to  the  State  Legis- 
lature for  Northampton  County  in  1758,  1759,  and 
1760. 

Samuel  Moyer,  a  tanner  in  Upper  Milford  (at  what 
is  now  Burkhatter's  tannery,  in  Lower  Milford),  was 
elected  to  the  State  Legislature  for  one  term  in  1826. 

Frederick  Sigmund,  ironmaster,  was  born  in  Wiir- 
temberg,  Germany,  on  March  31,  1809,  and  came  as 
a  boy  to  this  country;  purchased  (1850)  Hampton 
Furnace,  in  Upper  Milford,  and  conducted  the  same 
very  successfully  until  his  death.  He  was  also  a 
number  of  years  secretary  of  the  board  of  common 
schools  of  Upper  Milford,  and  died  June  25,  1860, 
aged  fifty-three  years,  two  months,  twenty-five  days. 

Jacob   Schwenck,  a  farmer   and  a  carpenter  and 
joiner,  of  Lower  Milford  (then  Upper  Milford),  was 
elected  commissioner  of  Lehigh  County  in  1832  for 
one  term  of  three  years ;  died  in  1838. 
/"A  House  of  Ye    Olden  Time."— About  one- 
uarter  of  a  mile  west  from  the  Great  Swamp  Church, 
on  the  premises  of  Daniel  C.  Stauffer,  in  Lower  Mil- 
ford, there  is  situated  an  old  house,  which  is  indeed 
worthy  of  being  called  "  a  house  of  ye  olden  time." 
The  mantel  bears  the  figures  "  1715."    The  house  is  in 
two  parts, — one  is  log  and  the  other  part  (which  is  no 
doubt  much  older)  is  stone.     The  stone  part  is  seven- 
teen by  eighteen  and  a  half  feet,  and  eighteen  feet   i 
high  to  the  roof    The  height  of  the  roof  on  the  gable 
is  nine  feet.     The  wall  is  two  feet  thick.     The  build-    j 
ing  is  one  story  high,  and  has  only  two  windows  on   ' 
the  east  side,  each  twenty-five  by  twenty-two  and  one-  ; 
half  inches,  with  four  lights.     In  the  garret  is  one  ' 
window  of  the  same  size.     The  log  part  is  twenty- 
nine  by  seventeen  feet,  and  one  story  high. 

Old  Roads. — By  order  of  the  proprietary  govern- 
ment of  the  province  of  Pennsylvania  there  was  in 
the  month  of  March,  1736,  surveyed  and  laid  out 
a  public  road  by  the  name  of  "The  King's  high 
Road,"  beginning  in  Macousin  (Macungie)  township, 
in  the  present  Trexlertown ;  running  through  the 
present  borough  of  Macungie  and  Upper  Milford 
(then  Bucks  County)  ;  crossing  the  land  of  Derrick 
Johnsen  (Shimersville),  Christian  Crall  (Zionsville), 
John  Meyer,  Dewalt  Mechlin,  Henry  Geber  (Hosen- 
sack), Peter  Walber,  Ulrich  Rieszer,  and  the  greater 
part  of  the  vacant  land ;  crossing  the  county-line  be- 
tween Bucks  and  Philadelphia  Counties  (now  Mont- 
gomery County)  into  Guessehopen  (Goshenhoppen), 
to  another  road  leading  from  Goshenhoppen  to  Phil- 
adelphia. It  was  reported  that  this  road  was  laid 
out  fifty-two  feet  wide.    This  is  no  doubt  the  oldest 
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or  the  first  public  road  laid  out  within  the  present 
limits  of  Lehigh  County. 

Upper  and  Lower  Milford  are  crossed  by  many  pub- 
lic roads,  coming  from  and  leading  in  all  directions, 
of  which  several  are  over  one  hundred  years  old.  The 
so-called  "  Great  Philadelphia  road,"  twenty-five  feet 
wide,  was  laid  out  previous  to  the  year  1750 ;  beginning 
at  the  old  king's  high-road,  on  the  line  between  Lower 
Milford  and  Upper  Milford,  running  northwardly 
through  Upper  Milford,  Lower  Macungie,  Salisbury, 
South  and  North  Whitehall,  and  Washington  town- 
ship to  Slatington,  and  thence  to  Mauch  Chunk. 

The  third  public  road  (and  perhaps  nearly  as  old) 
is  one  leading  from  Emaus,  crossing  South  Mountain 
in  Upper  Milford  and  Chestnut  Hill  in  Lower  Mil- 
ford, and  leading  to  Bucks  County. 

The  next  road  in  rank  is,  no  doubt,  that  leading 
from  Zionsville  eastwardly,  crossing  Upper  Milford 
and  Lower  Milford ;  passing  Dillingersville  and  the 
Great  Swamp  Church,  and  thence  leading  to  Spin- 
nerstown,  in  Bucks  County.  On  this  road  the  first 
mail -route  crossing  Milford  was  established,  in  1812 
(from  Fogelsville  to  Trumbauersville). 

Another  principal  road  is  that  leading  from  Zions- 
ville to  Hereford,  in  Berks  County.  It  is  quite  old. 
This  road  was  changed  in  1853  to  a  turnpike  by  the 
Berks  and  Lehigh  Turnpike  Company. 

There  are  many  other  roads  in  the  Milfords,  of 
which  the  principal  ones  are  those  leading  from 
Hosensack  to  Spinnerstown  (in  Lower  Milford),  from 
Dubs'  Mill  (now  Shelly's)  to  Limeport,  from  Hosen- 
sack to  Hereford,  from  Zionsville  to  Coopersburg, 
from  Vera  Cruz  to  Lanark,  from  Shimersville  to 
Emaus,  and  from  Shimersville  to  Sieszholzville. 

Fretz's  Mill,  the  First  Grist-MiU  in  Lehigh 
County. — This  mill  is  situated  on  the  Hosensack 
Creek,  in  Lower  Milford,  on  the  public  road  leading 
from  the  village  of  Hosensack  to  Steinsburg,  in  Bucks 
County,  and  nearly  three-quarters  of  a  mile  north- 
east from  Hosensack.  It  is  without  doubt  the  oldest 
mill-property  in  Lehigh  County.  The  land  on  which 
it  was  established  was  originally  bought  by  Peter 
Wentz,  in  the  years  1735  and  1739,  as  follows,  viz. : 

On  the  3d  day  of  December,  1785,  Peter  Wentz 
purchased  from  Stephan  Riemer  (or  Reamer)  a  tract 
of  land  containing  one  hundred  acres,  at  twenty-three 
pounds  sterling,  and  four  years  later,  Sept.  24,  1739, 
two  other  tracts,  containing  together  one  hundred 
acres  and  sixty  perches,  from  the  proprietaries  at 
£15  7s.  Those  three  tracts  of  land  were  crossed  by 
the  Hosensack  Creek. 

On  this  land  the  first  grist-mill  in  the  county  was 
erected  by  Wentz  in  the  year  1740.  In  1743  he  sold 
to  Isaias  Cuschwa  (or  Gushwa),  of  Mount  Bethel, 
Lancaster  Co.,  the  mill  arid  all  his  land  (over  two 
hundred  acres).  Cuschwa  carried  on  the  mill  until 
1746,  when  he  sold  it,  with  all  of  the  land,  to  David 
Streib  for  four  hundred  pounds.  He  continued  its 
operation  for  three  years,  and  March  19,  1749,  sold 
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the  mill  and  seventy-six  and  three-quarters  acres  of 
land  to  Francis  Russ,  of  Saucon  township,  who  con- 
ducted the  grist-mill  for  twelve  years.  In  or  about 
the  year  1761,  Francis  Russ,  Sr.,  sold  the  mill  and 
forty-eight  acres  of  land  to  his  son,  Killian  Russ,  and 
sold,  in  1763,  the  other  part  of  his  land  (twenty- 
eight  and  three-quarters  acres)  to  his  son,  Francis 
Russ,  Jr.,  at  fifty  pounds.  In  or  about  the  year  1765, 
Killian  Russ  sold  the  mill-property  to  George  Lewitz, 
who  sold  it,  in  1781,  to  Adam  Hillegas,  who  sold  to 
John  George  Hillegas,  who  continued  the  mill  for 
over  fourteen  years,  and  sold  to  Philip  Everhard  in 
or  about  the  year  1795.  He  carried  it  on  until  his 
death,  in  1801.  Since  the  year  1801  the  mill  has 
been  in  possession  of  the  following-named  persons, 
viz. :    John    Bahl,    1801-17 ;    Isaac    Klein,    1817 ; 

Gabriel   Klein,  :   Abraham   Gerhard,   1837-49; 

Samuel  Krauss,  1849-55;  Samuel  Weinberger,  1855- 
62;  Henry  Weinberger,  1862-64;  Aaron  Weinberger, 
1864-65;  Jacob  Weiss,  1865-79;  Jonathan  Fretz 
1879  (the  present  owner),  and  occupied  by  his  son, 
William  Fretz. 

Walber's  Tavern. — This  tavern  was  situated  near 
the  present  Kraussdale,  in  Lower  Milford,  on  the  old 
"  King's  high-road,"  and  nearly  two  miles  southeast 
from  the  village  of  Hosensack.  The  tavern  was 
probably  established  as  early  as  1735,  by  Nicolaus 
Walber,  and  was  without  any  doubt  the  first  tavern 
in  the  limits  of  the  present  Lehigh  County. 

The  premises  on  which  this  tavern  was  situated  were 
first  settled  by  said  Nicolaus  Walbert,  in  the  year 
1734.  James  Steel  purchased  from  the  heirs  of  Col. 
William  Markham,  on  the  24th  day  of  January,  1729, 
two  hundred  and  seventy-six  acres  of  land  situated  in 
Upper  Milford,  Bucks  Co.,  which  was  sold,  1734,  to 
Nicolaus  Walber  for  one  hundred  and  eighty-nine 
pounds.  On  this  property  Walber  (or  Waiver)  estab- 
lished the  following  year  a  tavern,  kept  the  same  for 
about  seventeen  years,  and  sold  it  and  other  buildings, 
besides  one  hundred  and  four  acres  of  land,  to  John 
and  Daniel  Stauffer ;  the  tavern  was  then  abandoned 
forever. 

It  was  reported  that  one  day  a  peddler  came  to  this 
tavern  and  requested  night-quarters,  and  the  following 
day  his  dead  body  was  found  in  a  neighboring  swamp ; 
and  it  was  stated  further  that  in  the  old  tavern  since 
that  night  frequent  mysterious  noises  were  heard, 
which  led  to  the  closing  of  the  tavern. 

Larosch's,  or  Kemmerer's,  Tavern.— This  hotel 
was  situated  in  Lower  Milford  township,  on  the 
"  King's  high-road,"  between  the  villages  of  Hosen- 
sack and  Zionsville,  and  about  equidistant  from  them. 
In  June,  1786,  Henry  Larosch  was  licensed  to  keep 
tavern,  and  no  doubt  he  kept  there  previous  to  that 
year,  as  he  purchased  the  property  three  years  prior. 
Larosch  kept  tavern  until  his  death,  in  1800,  and  his 
son,  Henry  Larosch,  Jr.,  purchased  the  property  and 
kept  the  house  several  years,  during  which  time  some 
tenants  also  occupied  the  property. 
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In  July,  1815,  Martin  Kemnierer  purchased  the 
property,  and  continued  the  tavern  for  about  thirty- 
eight  years,  when  his  son,  Solomon  Kemmerer,  pur- 
chased it  and  became  landlord.  He  died  in  Decem- 
ber, 1863.  During  the  time  Solomon  Kemmerer 
owned  the  property  the  tavern  was  also  kept  by  ten- 
ants, among  them  Gideon  Laudenschlaeger,  John 
Wieder,  and  Edward  Frey. 

In  the  year  1863  the  tavern  was  closed,  after  a  period 
of  at  least  eighty-seven  years.  At  this  tavern  the 
spring  or  township  elections  of  Upper  Milford,  pre- 
vious to  the  division  of  the  township  in  1853,  were 
held  for  many  years.  The  first  election  in  Lower 
Milford  (after  division)  was  held  at  this  tavern  on 
March  18,  1853,  for  the  election  of  the  first  officers  of 
the  township,  and  this  was  the  last  election  which 
was  held  at  this  place.  This  property  is  at  present  in 
possession  of  Dr.  John  S.  Ziegler,  son-in-law  of  Solo- 
mon Kemmerer,  but  it  is  only  occupied  as  a  private 
dwelling-house. 

Fischer's  Tavern,  or  later  Foster's  Tavern.— 
This  tavern  was  situated  in  Upper  Milford,  on  the  old 
public  "  King's  high-road,"  between  Shimersville  and 
Macungie,  and  about  half  a  mile  from  Shimersville. 
The  land  on  which  this  hotel  was  located  was  first 
settled  by  a  man  called  John  Wetzel  (or  Weitzel), 
and  was  sold  to  John  Fischer,  who  commenced  to 
keep  tavern  previous  to  the  year  1795,  and  remained 
in  business  over  twenty-five  years.  In  the  year  1820 
the  hotel  property  was  purchased  by  Jacob  Fischer, 
who  kept  until  1825.  In  that  year  Charles  Foster 
purchased  the  property,  and  continued  the  hotel  for 
over  thirty  years,  until  about  1855,  at  which  time  the 
hotel  was  closed.  The  property  is  at  present  in  pos- 
session of  his  son,  Charles  H.  Foster,  Esq.,  of  Jack- 
sonville, Lehigh  Co. 

Seider's  Tavern. — This  tavern  was  situated  on  the 
great  Philadelphia  road,  near  the  line  between  Upper 
Milford  and  Macungie  townships,  about  one  mile  west 
from  the  borough  of  Emaus.  This  tavern  was  erected 
and  established  by  George  Seider  in  the  year  1785. 
He  kept  the  tavern  for  about  twenty-five  years,  until 
the  year  1810,  since  which  time  it  has  been  dis- 
continued. For  a  number  of  years  the  farmer's 
plow  and  harrow  have  gone  over  the  spot  on  which 
the  tavern  stood,  on  the  fields  of  Moses  Wieand,  now 
deceased. 

Eeligious.— The  Great  Swamp  Church.— The  be- 
ginning of  the  Great  Swamp  Reformed  congregation 
(according  to  Dr.  C.  Z.  Weiser)  is  involved  in  obscur- 
ity, as  is  indeed  the  origin  of  nearly  all  the  primitive 
churches  in  Pennsylvania.  But  it  is  believed  that 
the  congregation  was  organized  and  the  first  church 
built  previous  to  the  year  1730,  and  that  the  edifice 
was  used  from  the  beginning  for  school  as  well  as 
religious  purposes.  The  church  register  opens  in 
the  month  of  April,  1736,  under  pastor  John  Henry 
Goetchey.  The  title-page  has  the  following  inscrip- 
tion: 


"Church  book  of  the  Christian  Congregation  at  Great  Swamp. 

"In  which  are  recorded,— First,  Tliose  Articles  of  Christian  Disiplin 
which  this  Congregation,  with  others  in  this  Conntry,  has  adopted; 
Secondly,  The  names  of  Parents,  Sponsors,  and  Infants  who  were  bap- 
tized by  me. 

"JOHANN    HeNEICUS   GoETSOHIUS,  V.D.M., 
"HeLVETICUS    TlGURINUS 

"  {Canton  of  Switzerland), 

"  April  24,  A.B.  17S6." 

The  earliest  enrollment  of  male  members  of  this 
congregation  (from  1736  to  1746)  shows  the  following 
names:  Franz  Rus  (Rusz),  Ulrich  Rieser,  Ludwig 
Bitting,  Alexander  Dieffenderfer,  Peter  Linn,  J. 
Schmidt,  Christian  Miller,  N.  Miller,  Jacob  Dubs, 
Jacob  Wetzel,  Jacob  Wetzel,  Jr.,  N.  Kessler,  Felix 
Branner,  J.  Buskirk,  Joseph  Eberhart,  Michael  Eber- 
hart,  Michael  Eberhart,  Jr.,  Ulrich  Spinner,  J.  Bley- 
ler,  Peter  Bleyler,  Alsap  Heger,  N.  Hick,  J.  Huber, 
Abraham  Kraft,  Henry  Huber,  Jacob  Huber,  Rudy 
Huber  (der  Wagner),  A.  Huber  (der  Schneider  uud 
Tochterman),  Rudy  Frick,  Abraham  Titlow,  N.  Tit- 
low,  J.  Nic.  Mumbauer,  Saul  Sampsel,  N.  Willauer, 
John  Huber,  John  Huber,  Sr.,  Philip  Boehm  (der 
Schlosser),  Valentine  Kaiser,  Daniel  Kucker,  N. 
Huber  (der  Schmidt),  Huber's  Bruden,  J.  G.  Titlow 
(der  Weber),  B.  Weiss,  N.  Kuendig,  David  Traub, 
Andreas  Greber. 

The  church  and  the  real  property  of  the  Great 
Swamp  congregation  is  situated  in  Lower  Milford,  on 
the  public  road  leading  from  Zionsville  to  Spinners- 
town,  and  near  the  line  between  Lehigh  and  Bucks 
Counties.  The  survey  and  grant  of  the  ground  was 
made  in  1738,  and  the  deed  (patent)  was  issued  Dec. 
16,  1762  (for  one  hundred  and  thirteen  acres  of  land), 
unto  Michael  Eberhart  and  Joseph  Eberhart,  Jr.,  for 
the  use  of  the  minister,  elders,  and  congregation  of 
the  Reformed  Calvinist  Society  settled  in  Upper  Mil- 
ford and  adjacent  township  of  Lower  Milford,  in 
Bucks  County.  This  tract  of  ground  is  nearly  square, 
— one  hundred  and  forty-eight  perches  long  and  one 
hundred  and  thirty  perches  wide, — containing  one 
hundred  and  thirteen  acres  and  seventy  perches  and 
the  usual  allowance  of  six  per  cent.  Quit-rent,  etc., 
has  been  paid  upon  it  to  the  amount  of  £17  lis.  Id. 

In  1772  the  old  log  church  was  sold  to  George  Stahl, 
of  the  Hosensack  Valley,  and  a  new  stone  church  was 
built  near  the  same  place.  It  was  erected  under  the 
pastorate  of  the  elder  Faber.  The  third  church  was 
built  in  1837,  under  the  ministry  of  the  elder  Weiser. 
It  is  said  that  the  entire  building  cost  but  eighteen 
hundred  dollars  in  money,  the  stone  and  timber  being 
gathered  from  the  land  owned  by  the  congregation. 
The  fourth  and  present  church  was  built  in  1872-73, 
during  the  pastorate  of  0.  Z.  Weiser.  This  last  tem- 
ple undoubtedly  cost  more  money  than  the  three  be- 
fore it.  Its  total  cost  is  no  less  than  thirty  thousand 
dollars.  The  building  committee  was  composed  of 
Isaac  Fluck,  Aaron  Dubs,  Samuel  Wieandt,  Daniel 
Eberhardt,  and  Reuben  Mumbauer. 

The  Great  Swamp  congregation  was  incorporated 
Nov.  8,  1856,  through  the  efibrts  of  the  pastor,  Daniel 
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Weiser.  The  charter  was  signed  by  the  following 
persons:  Daniel  Weiser,  pastor;  Samuel  Wieandt, 
Isaac  Fluck,  elders ;  Charles  Wieandt,  Aaron  Kem- 
merer,  and  William  Derr,  deacons. 

The  names  of  all  the  ministers,  so  far  as  known, 
who  have  had  charge  of  the  Great  Swamp  Church  are 
as  follows,  viz. :  Johann  Henry  Goetchey  (or  Goet- 
schius),  1736-39;  1739-46,  unknown ;  George  Michael 
Weiss,  1746-61;  vacant,  1761-63;  Johann  Eudolph 
Kidweiler,  1763-65,  two  years  (he  died  Oct.  2,  1764, 
aged  forty-seven  years,  nine  months,  and  his  remains 
are  resting  in  the  graveyard  of  the  church) ;  Jacob 
Eeisz,  Philip  Jacob  Michael,  and  Philip  Leydig,  sup- 
ply in  1766,  one  year ;  John  Christopher  Gobreoht, 
1766-70 ;  Casper  Wack,  about  one  year  in  1770  and 
1771 ;  Johann  Theobald  Faber,  Sr.,  1771-79 ;  Johann 
Wilhelm  Ingold,  1779-81;  Friederich  Dellicker  (a 
Frenchman ;  his  name  was  originally  De  La  Cour), 
1781-84;  Friederich  Wilhelm  von  der  Sloot,  Sr., 
178-1-86;  Johann  Theobald  Faber,  Sr.  (second  term), 
1786-88,  until  death  ;  vacant,  1788 ;  Nicolaus  Pomp, 
1789-91  ;  J.  Theobald  Faber,  Jr.,  1791-1807  ;  J.  Al- 
bert C.  Helffenstein,  1808-11;  Frederick  William 
von  der  Sloot,  Jr.,  1812-18 ;  J.  Theobald  Faber,  Jr. 
(second  term),  1818-33,  died  here ;  Daniel  Weiser, 
D.D.,  1833-63 ;  Clement  Z.  Weiser,  D.D.,  1863,  the 
present  pastor. 

The  present  membership  of  the  congregation  ex- 
ceeds four  hundred  communicants. 

The  first  Sunday-school  of  this  congregation  was 
ganized  in  the  spring  of  1840,  with  Rev.  Daniel 
Weiser  superintendent,  and  John  J.  Thomas  assist- 
ant superintendent.  School  was  opened  with  some 
twenty  children,  and  continued  during  the  past  forty- 
three  years.  Several  teachers  in  this  school  have 
labored  during  the  forty-three  years  of  its  existence, 
among  whom  may  be  mentioned  the  Misses  Eberhart, 
— Eliza  and  Maria.  The  successive  superintendents 
of  this  Sunday-scbool  have  been  as  follows  :  John  J. 
Thomas,  Joseph  Connor,  W.  T.  Cramer,  Jacob  Bibig- 
haus,  Isaac  Fluck,  W.  C.  Boeder,  Nathan  C.  Boeder. 
The  present  number  of  scholars  in  this  Sunday-school 
exceeds  two  hundred. 

The  Reformed  Upper  Milford  Congregation.— 
The  church  and  ground  of  this  congregation  is  situ- 
ated in  the  village  of  Zionsville,  and  on  the  same  road 
as  the  Lutheran  Church.  The  father  of  this  church 
was  no  doubt  a  man  named  Philip  Herzog.  He  im- 
migrated to  this  country  in  1738,  and  soon  afterwards 
settled  at  this  place  and  took  up  one  hundred  and  two 
acres  of  land.  On  the  eastern  corner  of  this  tract  the 
first  Reformed  Church  was  built  previous  to  the  year 
1750. 

According  to  the  church  record  (which  was  opened 
about  1757),  the  congregation  must  have  been  formed 
nearly  five  years  previous.  Among  the  persons  on 
record  as  members  of  this  church  we  find  the  follow- 
ing parents,  sponsors,  and  infants:  Philip  Herzog, 
Einehard  Kersemer,  Paulus  Foerst,  Nicolaus  Stabler, 


John  Stabler,  Alexander  Diefendoerfer,  Friederich. 
Kern,  Eudolph  Weisz,  Jacob  Funk,  Philip  Gesel, 
Stoffel  Andreas,  Job.  Henry  Eudolph,  George  Stahl, 
Casimir  Griinmeyer,  Daniel  Dubs,  Johannes  Miiller, 
Nicolaus  Bieber,  Job.  Armbriister,  John  Eeisz,  Peter 
Lang,  Christian  Fischer,  Philip  Becker,  Peter  Linn, 
Joh.  Koch,  Jacob  Berger,  George  Bater,  Conrad  Wolf, 
Michael  Schmeier,  Stoffel  Schmidt,  Gorg  Knaben- 
berger,  Jacob  Holtzhausen,  Gottfried  Diefendahler, 
Henry  Kemmerer,  Hartman  Lubenguth,  Joh.  Ole- 
wein,  Joh.  Marbiirger,  Joh.  George  Christman,  Joh. 
Lerch,  Nicolaus  Larosch,  Chasz.  Spengler,  Jacob 
Federolf,  Valentine  Kliick,  Joh.  Eothenbiirger,  Jo- 
hannes Ort,  Ulrich  Kulbe,  Adam  Diehl,  David 
Strausz,  Joh.  Adam  Zieszly,  Adam  Schuler,  Joh. 
Bernhard  Vogeli,  Conrad  Nusz,  George  Siiszholtz, 
Philip  Wetzel,  Melchior  Baer,  Wendel  Wieand,  Joh. 
Hilligasz,  David  Standt,  Peter  Lahr,  Peter  Deischer, 
Philip  Walter,  Henry  Erhard,  Andreas  Graber,  Con- 
rad Klein,  Jacob  Gehry. 

On  the  14th  of  February,  1789,  Wendel  Wieand  sold 
a  tract  of  land  containing  one  acre  and  twenty-three 
perches  for  three  pounds,  to  Stophel  Mohr,  a  trustee  of 
the  Reformed  congregation,  for  the  use  of  the  same. 
On  this  tract  of  land  the  same  year  the  second  church 
was  erected  (of  stone),  and  the  old  log  church  taken 
away. 

In  the  year  1858  this  church  gave  way  to  a  new 
one,  the  third  church,  built  of  brick.  Below  is  a 
list  of  all  the  known  ministers  in  charge  of  this  con- 
gregation :  Eev.  John  Egidius  Hecker,  from  1757-62 ; 
Eev.  John  Philip  Leydich,  seven  or  eight  years,  until 
1771 ;  Eev.  John  George  Witner,  1771-79 ;  Eev.  John 
Henry  HelflFrich,  1779-1810  (thirty-one  years) ;  Eev. 
Jacob  William  Dechant,  1811-15  (he  went  as  a  mis- 
sionary to  Ohio) ;  Eev.  Daniel  Zeller,  1815-57  (forty- 
two  years  ;  resigned  in  old  age) ;  Eev.  Alfred  J.  G. 
Dubs,  1857-71  (fourteen  years) ;  Eev.  E.  S.  Appel, 
1871-73  (two  years) ;  Rev.  Dr.  Daniel  Weiser,  1873-74 
(as  supply) ;  Rev.  Eli  Keller,  1874,  the  present  pastor. 

Second  Upper  Milford  Reformed  Congregation. 
— This  congregation  was  organized  in  1818  by  some 
members  of  the  old  Reformed  congregation,  and  erected 
with  the  Lutheran  congregation  (which  was  compelled 
to  build  a  new  church)  a  Union  church  in  the  year 
1819.  The  building  committee  was  composed  as  fol- 
lows, viz. : 

Lutheran— Isaac  Klein,  John  Vogt,  trustees ;  John 
Dillinger,  Jacob  Bildhaus,  building  committee ; 
Friedrich  Wilhelm  Mendsen,  pastor. 

Reformed — John  Mechling,  Lorens  Stabler,  trus- 
tees ;  Conrad  Mertz,  Christian  Stabler,  building  com- 
mittee ;  Jacob  C.  Becker,  V.D.M.,  pastor. 

The  united  congregations  bought  of  Christopher 
Mohr,  Aug.  22,  1818,  a  small  tract  of  land  containing 
forty-three  perches,  at  fifty-five  dollars.  On  this 
ground  the  new  Union  Church  was  built  in  1819  and 
consecrated  in  1820. 

The  ministers  who  have  had  charge  of  this  new 
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congregation  since  1820  are  as  follows :  Rev.  Jacob 
C.  Becker;  Rev.  Johann  Theobald  Faber  had  charge 
of  the  congregation  until  his  death,  in  1833,  fourteen 
years;  Rev.  Samuel  Hess  had  charge  of  the  congre- 
gation, 1833-44,  eleven  years,  resigned,  and  had 
charge  the  same  time  of  Saucon  ;  vacant  1844-45 ; 
Rev.  H.  S.  Baazler  served  two  years,  from  1845-47  ; 
Rev.  Christian  Rudolph  Keszler,  1847-49,  resigned 
on  account  of  sickness;  Rev.  Johann  Bernhard 
Poernei-  had  charge  of  this  and  some  other  congrega- 
tions five  years,  1849-54,  resigned,  and  went  to  Lu- 
zerne County ;  he  organized  in  1850  the  Chestnut  Hill 
congregation ;  Rev.  Johann  Simon  Keszler,  D.I)., 
nine  years,  from  1855  to  1864,  and  died  in  Allentown, 
Dec.  21,  1864,  aged  sixty-seven  years,  four  months. 
Keszler  was  one  of  the  most  prominent  ministers  in 
the  Reformed  Church ;  Rev.  Henry  S.  Baszler,  second 
time,  took  charge  for  seven  years,  1864-71,  and  re- 
signed. 

After  the  resignation  of  Rev.  Baszler,  the  congrega- 
tion was  discontinued;  about  seventy-five  members 
sold  their  share  in  the  church  property  to  the  Lu- 
therans, by  a  release  deed,  for  five  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars.  This  new  Reformed  congregation  existed 
fifty- two  years. 

The  Original  Upper  Milford  Lutheran  Congre- 
gation.— The  origin  of  this  congregation  occurred 
near  the  present  village  of  Dillingersville,  in  the 
present  township  of  Lower  Milford  (then  Upper 
Milford),  in  or  about  the  year  1734  or  1735.  A  suita- 
ble tract  of  land,  containing  almost  thirty  acres,  was 
selected,  upon  which  a  log  building  was  erected  for 
school  and  church  purposes.  The  fathers  of  this 
congregation,  as  nearly  as  can  be  ascertained,  were 
Theobad  Mechlin,  Henry  William  Dillinger,  Martin 
Weilknecht,  Michael  Moser,  Peter  Wentz,  Henry 
Post,  Andreas  Eckhart,  Casper  Ritter,  Peter  Rerz, 
Heinrich  Riesz,  Christopher  Andreas  Guthman,  Leon- 
hart  Lutz. 

The  record  was  opened  in  the  year  1749  by  the 
pastor,  Rev.  Ludolph  Heinrich  Schrencke.  Among 
the  names  which  we  find  in  this  record  are  the  fol- 
lowing :  Johann  Jacob  Kurr,  Peter  Sohilp,  Michael 
Schmidt,  Friederich  Kammerer,  John  George  Dillin- 
ger, Jacob  Dillinger,  Hans  Dillinger,  Johann  Jacob 
Mechlin,  Johann  Peter  Mechlin,  Michael  Flores, 
Nicolaus  Stabler,  Paul  Ritter,  Martin  Ritter,  Peter 
Greulig,  Johann  George  Bassel,  William  Hencke, 
Johann  George  Miller,  Mathias  Ox,  Johann  Michael 
Guthman,  Johann  Peter  Koh-ler,  Friederich  Nunges- 
ser,  Philip  Stephen  Doppenmeyer,  George  Klein, 
Thomas  Kurr,  Isaac  Leopold  Dijlp,  Johann  Adam 
Trump,  Johann  David  Streib,  Gabriel  Kohler,  Johann 
Adam  Roth,  Johann  Michael  Bastian,  Mathias  Bas- 
tian,  Johannes  Dorr,  Johannes  Wagenseil,  Michael 
Rieb,  Johann  Martin  Schwenck,  George  Schweig- 
hardt,  Jacob  Busch,  Johann  Mathias  Muller,  Bal- 
thasar  Vetterman,  Martin  Schiiffer,  Peter  Huttel 
(Hittel),  Peter  Trautman,  Jost  Olewein,  Balthasar 


Gotz,  Johann  Michael  Mattinger,  Jacob  Schantz, 
George  Wiilder,  Ludwig  Siefers,  Michael  Reichen- 
bach,  Peter  Edelman,  Adam  Eeinhard,  Christian 
Metzger,  Peter  Lange,  Conrad  Zeller,  Johannes  Junt, 
Friederich  Keiser. 

The  male  communicants  of  the  year  1750  we  find 
by  the  record  were  Jacob  Kurr,  Gabriel  Kohler, 
Jacob  Weisz,  Christian  Reiner,  Johannes  Becker, 
Johann  Michael  Guthman,  Thomas  Kurr,  Johann 
Ada  Gebel,  Johann  George  Jund,  Hannes  Yund, 
Johann  Heinrich  Mattinger,  Jacob  Eigener,  Michal 
Rieh,  Friederich  Kormmerer,  Johannes  Schaller, 
Andreas  Beyer,  Johann  Adam  Gramly,  Philip  Flexer, 
Michael  Bastian,  Conrad  Pap,  Johann  Andreas  Dres- 
ler,  Adam  Roth,  Mathias  Eigener,  Michael  Knappen- 
berger!  Michael  Flores,  Martin  Schaffer,  Theobald 
Mechlin,  Johann  Georg  Hiiff't,  Conrad  Rosz,  Mathias 
Heyle,  Melchior  Vogelman,  George  Dillinger,  Peter 
Kohler,  .lohann  Georg  Steigleder,  Henry  Henser, 
Johann  Heinrich  Hartwick,  Heinrich  Thomas. 

The  names  of  the  ministers  who  ofiiciated  for  this 
old  congregation  previous  to  the  year  1745  are  not 
known.  From  1745  to  1748  the  old  Lutheran  patri- 
arch, Henry  Melchior  Miihlenberg,  was  in  charge  of 
the  church.  He  was  living  in  Providence  township 
(then  Philadelphia  County).  From  1748  to  1749  the 
congregation  was  served  occasionally  with  the  word 
of  God  by  the  school-teachers,  John  Jacob  Loeser  and 
John  Friederich  Vigera.  From  1749  to  1753  the  con- 
gregation was  in  charge  of  Ludolph  Henry  Schrencke, 
or  Schrenk.  He  came  in  March,  1749,  from  Liine- 
berg,  in  Germany,  to  Philadelphia,  and  was  ordered 
by  Miihlenberg  to  this  place,  and  had  the  Upper  Mil- 
ford and  Saucon  congregations  in  charge  until  the 
year  1753,  when  he  went  to  Raritan,  N.  J. 

The  successor  of  Rev.  L.  H.  Schrencke  was  Rev. 
John  Andreas  Friederici,  or  Friederich,  who  had 
charge  of  this  church  (and  that  in  Saucon)  for  a 
period  of  eight  years,  from  1754  to  1762.  He  weot  to 
Smithfield,  on  the  other  side  of  the  Blue  Mountain. 

The  pastor  or  pastors  who  took  charge  of  the  con- 
gregation after  Friederici  departed,  from  1762  to 
1767,  are  not  known.  During  that  time  a  very  nice 
record  was  kept,  but  no  pastor  is  mentioned. 

(In  1757  a  second  Lutheran  congregation  was  or- 
ganized in  Upper  Milford— at  the  present  Zionsville 
—by  some  of  the  members  of  the  old  congregation, 
brought  about  by  differences  now  unknown.) 

From  1767  to  1789  the  old  congregation  had  no 
pastor.  From  1789  to  1791,  Rev.  Christian  Espich 
had  charge  of  the  congregation.  After  his  term  of 
service  the  congregation  was  disbanded,  and  the  old 
log  house  was  afterwards  only  used  for  school  pur- 
poses. 

In  the  year  1799  the  old  house  was  removed,  and 
with  the  wood  a  barn  was  erected  on  the  premises. 
At  the  same  time  a  new  stone  school-house,  combined 
with  a  dwelling,  was  erected.  Until  the  year  1799 
the  premises  belonged  to  the  Lutheran  congregation 
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exclusively,  but  in  that  year  rules  were  adopted  which 
made  the  property  a  union  property, — Lutheran,  Re- 
formed, Mennonite,  and  Schwenkfelder. 

The  Second  Upper  Milford  Lutheran  Congrega- 
tion.— The  property  of  this  congregation  is  located  in 
the  village  of  Zionsville,  in  Upper  Milford,  on  the 
old  "King's  high-road,"  leading  from  Macungie  to 
Philadelphia,  on  a  beautiful  hill,  a  branch  of  the 
South  Mountain. 

This  congregation  was  organized  in  1757  by  mem- 
bers who  had  separated  from  the  old  and  original 
congregation.  Peter  Hiittel,  father  of  the  Hittels  in 
Lehigh  County,  and  a  member  of  the  old  congrega- 
tion, bought,  in  1753,  of  John  Bingaman,  at  the 
present  Zionsville,  over  one  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  of  land,  of  which  he  donated,  in  1757,  one  acre 
to  the  newly-organized  congregation. 

The  first  church  was  built  in  1758.  It  was  a  log 
structure,  and  was  used  by  the  congregation  until  the 
year  1819.  The  church  record  was  opened  in  the 
year  1758  by  the  pastor.  Rev.  Friederich  Schertlein. 
Among  the  names  of  the  earliest  members  found  in  it 
are  the  following :  Henry  Hertzel,  Joh.  Nic.  Steiner, 
John  Arnold,  John  Schaller,  Abraham  Reinhard, 
Nic.  Rothenburger,  Michael  Flores,  Jacob  Dillinger, 
Peter  Martin,  Friederich  Toelp,  Jost  Olewein,  George 
Wieter,  Nicolaus  Seytel,  Michael  Spiegel,  Isaac  Jerry 
(Jerrett),  Christian  Metzger,  Fred.  William  Kern, 
Philip  Jacob  Wagner,  George  Dorr  (Doerr),  Johan- 
nes Steckert,  Peter  Hiittel  (Hittel),  Gabriel  Kohler, 
Theobald  Mechlin,  Henry  Kurr,  Friederich  Kam- 
merer,  John  Wetzel,  Peter  Fisher,  J.  Michael  Mat- 
tinger,  Jacob  Sicher,  Joh.  vSeb.  Trickenmiiller,  Joh. 
Philip  Heing,  Joes  Rosz,  Christian  Reinert,  Ludwig 
Siefer,  Wilhelm  Schaffer,  Adam  Thiel  (Diehl),  Joh. 
Musselberger,  Christian  Fischer,  Peter  Schuler,  Philip 
Federdlff,  Friederich  Kirchner,  George  Still,  Stephan 
Thalman,  Philip  Schiitz,  Michael  Stocker,  Philip 
Schlauch,  Jacob  Schaffer,  Johannes  Heinle,  Frantz 
Wesko,  Hannes  Hud,  Heinrich  Beeker,  George 
Seider,  Adam  Kohlman,  Johannes  Schantz,  Abr. 
Hauser,  Christolph  Hoepler,  Michael  Flexer,  Martin 
Ring,  Jacob  Theil,  Conrad  Wittmeier,  Mathias  Bas- 
tian,  and  others. 

The  first  minister  who  oflSciated  as  pastor  for  this 
congregation  was  Rev.  Schafer.  He  served  for  about 
one  year,  1757.  His  successor  in  oflBce  was  Rev. 
Jacob  Friederich  Schertlfein,  who  served  about  two 
years,  from  1758-60.  It  was  under  his  charge  that 
the  first  church  was  erected  in  the  year  1758.  The 
names  of  the  ministers  who  had  charge  of  the  con- 
gregation from  1760-69,  a  period  of  nine  years,  are 
not  known,  but  no  doubt  Rev.  George  Wiesner,  who 
had  at  the  same  time  the  Macungie  congregation  in 
charge,  was  one  of  them.  In  the  year  1769,  Rev. 
Jacob  Von  Buskirk  came  to  this  place  and  took 
charge  of  the  congregation,  and  remained  until  the 
year  1793,  twenty-four  years.  His  successor  was 
George  Friederich  EUisen,  1793-97.    After  EUisen 


departed,  Rev.  Jacob  Von  Buskirk  came  a  second 
time,  and  officiated  for  the  congregation  nearly  four 
years,  or  until  the  year  1800.  His  successor  was  Rev. 
i.  P.  F.  Kramer,  from  1800  to  1803.  Rev.  Friederich 
Geiaenhainer,  Rev.  Heinrich  Heyer,  Rev.  Mr.  Roller, 
and  Rev.  Friederich  Plitt  served  during  the  period 
from  1803  to  1808;  Rev.  Henry  Heiny,  from  1808  to 
1817 ;  Rev.  Henry  G.  Stecher,  from  1817  to  1819 ;  and 
Rev.  Friederich  Wilhelm  Mendsen  during  the  year 
1819.  In  that  year  the  old  log  church  was  taken  away 
and  a  new  and  large  stone  church  was  erected,  and  in- 
stead of  a  Lutheran  was  made  a  union  church,  under 
charge  of  Rev.  Mendsen.  Mendsen's  successor  was 
Rev.  Benjamin  German,  from  1819  to  his  death,  in 
1848,  twenty-nine  years.  His  successor  in  oflSce  was 
his  brother,  Wilhelm  German,  from  1848  to  his  death, 
July  28,  1851. 

In  the  year  1851,  Augustus  L.  Dechant,  a  Reformed 
minister,  had  charge  of  the  congregation  a  short  time 
as  supply.  In  the  year  1852,  Rev.  Jacob  Vogelbach 
took  charge  of  the  congregation,  and  remained  until 
1857.  He  resigned  and  went  to  Philadelphia,  where 
he  died.  His  successor  in  office  was  Rev.  William 
Rath,  the  present  pastor.  During  the  last  four  years 
his  son,  Rev.  M.  O.  Rath,  has  officiated  as  assistant 
pastor. 

In  the  year  1876  the  old  church  was  taken  away 
and  a  large  brick  church  was  erected  on  the  same 
spot,  and  instead  of  a  union  was  made  a  Lutheran 
Church.  The  half-share  of  the  Reformed  congrega- 
tion in  the  real  property  was  bought  for  the  sum  of 
five  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  and  the  sole  right  of 
the  property  secured  to  the  Lutherans  by  a  release  deed. 

Chestnut  Hill  Church  (of  the  union  Lutheran 
and  Reformed  congregations)  is  situated  on  Chestnut 
Hill,  in  Lower  Milford.  This  church  property  is 
very  old.  No  record  previous  to  the  year  1757  is  in 
existence.  It  has  been  assumed  by  some  persons  that 
the  first  church  at  this  place  was  erected  as  early  as 
1720,  but  no  argument  can  be  found  to  prove  such  an 
assertion.  Still,  the  church  is  very  old.-  Its  origin 
could  be  placed  previous  to  the  year  1757,  and  perhaps 
previous  to  the  year  1740.  The  year  in  which  the 
original  congregation  (German  Reformed)  was  organ- 
ized is  not  known.  We  have  an  old  instrument  of 
writing,  a  deed,  which  is  dated  March  3,  1757,  ac- 
cording to  which  the  ground  on  which  the  church  was 
previously  erected  and  the  burying-ground  located, 
about  one  acre,  was  sold  by  Andreas  Engelman  to  the 
congregation  for  the  consideration  of  ten  shillings. 

The  names  of  the  members  of  the  congregation 
mentioned  in  the  deed  aforesaid  were  as  follows : 
George  Stahlnecker,  Jost  Olewein,  Jacob  Smith,  Mar- 
tin Schwenck,  Jacob  Bitthaus,  Christofel  Heller, 
George  Welder,  Nicholas  France,  Peter  Kurtz,  Jacob 
Hoover  (Huber),  John  Goodwalts,  John  Shoemaker, 
Christian  Miller,  Peter  Sluser  (Schlosser),  Peter  Lang, 
Andreas  Engelman.  Attest  by  Susanna  Margaretha 
Gebhard  and  Thomas  Owens,  J.  P. 
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The  names  of  the  pastors  of  the  congregation  pre- 
vious to  the  year  1782  are  not  known.  It  is  believed 
that  Kev.  Casper  Wack  oflSciated  for  this  church  a 
short  time  between  1770  and  1783. 

There  is  still  an  old  record-book  in  possession  of 
the  congregation,  which  was  opened  June,  1773,  and 
closed  at  the  end  of  the  year  1787,  in  which  we  find 
the  names  of  parents,  sponsors,  and  infants  who  were 
baptized,  etc.  We  find  further  that  Eev.  Fricderich 
Dellicker,  by  birth  a  Frenchman,  a  Huguenot  (his 
original  name  was  De  La  Cour),  officiated  for  the  con- 
gregation about  two  years  (1782-83). 

His  successor  in  office  was  no  doubt  Eev.  Friederich 
Wilhelm  van  der  Sloot,  Sr.,  who  officiated  for  the 
church  from  1784  to  1786. 

From  1787  to  1811  the  church  had  no  regular  pas- 
tors. In  the  year  1811,  Rev.  Jacob  Wilhelm  Dechant 
preached  at  the  church  once  every  four  weeks. 

The  last  funeral  service  in  the  old  church  was  held 
by  Eev.  Henry  G.  Stecher,  on  Feb.  14,  1818.  This 
was  the  funeral  of  Abraham  Hendricks,  at  which  a 
part  of  the  gallery  was  broken  down,  but  without 
serious  accident  to  anybody. 

In  1820  the  old  church,  a  log  building,  was  torn 
down,  and  with  the  material  a  school-house  was 
erected  at  the  same  place. 

In  the  old  record  we  find  the  following  names :  Jo- 
hannes Stahl,  Carl  Ludwig  Kaiber,  Nicolaus  Eothen- 
biirger,  Anthon  Stabler,  Jacob  Miller,  Adam  Albrecht, 
Johannes  Schmith,  Johann  Koenig,  George  Kaufman, 
Jacob  Eumfeld,  Peter  Busch,  Peter  Deisz  (now  Dice), 
John  Andreas  Engelman,  Andreas  Stahlnecker,  Nico- 
laus Dietz,  Peter  Braun,  Eeinhardt  Brunner,  George 
Schaffer,  Johannes  Linn,  Jacob  Erdman,  Simon  Zel- 
ler,  Jacob  Eberhard,  Hans  Vogt,  Johannes  Welder, 
Hans  Ord,  Eudolph  Funk,  George  Wurman,  Georg 
Euch,  Michael  Ott,  George  Steiner,  Jacob  Wittman, 
Michael  Bischop,  Henry  Huber,  George  Kern,  George 
Harlacher,  Jacob  Kehler. 

In  1850  there  were  two  congregations  organized  at 
this  place,  a  Eeformed  congregation  and  a  Lutheran 
congregation,  and  the  same  year  a  new  union  church 
was  erected.  The  building  committee  was  composed 
of  Anthony  Schiffert,  Willoughby  Gabel,  of  the 
Lutheran  congregation ;  Peter  Engelman,  of  the 
Eeformed  ;  Henry  Meyer,  of  the  Mennonite  ;  Samuel 
Eothenberger,  treasurer.  (No  congregation  has  been 
organized  by  the  Mennonites.) 

Since  1850  the  congregations  have  been  served  by 
the  following  pastors  :  W.  B.  Kemnierer,  S.  K.  Brobst, 
Ferdinand  Berkenmeyer,  Edward  H.  M.  Sell,  Leon- 
hard  Groh,  E.  Kistler,  F.  Welden,  Joseph  Hilpot,  A. 
R.  Home  (present  pastor),  Lutheran;  Johann  B. 
Poerner,  five  years  (1850-55),  John  S.  Keszler,  D.D., 
six  years  (1856-63),  Henry  S.  Baszler,  six  years  (1864 
-70),  A.  F.  Ziegler,  supply,  one  year  (1871),  F.  J. 
Mohr,  twelve  years  (1871-83),  C.  J.  Wieand  (present 
pastor),  Eeformed. 

The  number  of  communicants  of  the  present  Ee- 


formed congregation  is  about  eighty.  Those  of  the 
Lutheran  congregation  number  nearly  one  hundred. 

St.  Peter's  Union  Church.— This  church  is  situated 
right  on  the  west  corner  of  Upper  Milford,  and  on  the 
public  road  leading  from  the  village  of  Shimersville 
to  Sieszholtzville,  about  three  and  a  half  miles  west 
of  Shimersville.  The  land  was  purchased  by  the  in- 
habitants of  the  neighborhood  in  or  about  the  year 
1770,  for  the  use  of  a  burial-ground  and  school.  On 
the  ground  is  still  an  old  school-house,  which  was  no 
doubt  erected  as  early  as  1770.  In  the  year  1843 
there  was  a  Lutheran  congregation,  and  also  a  Ee- 
formed congregation,  organized  here.  In  the  follow- 
ing year  (1844)  a  new  stone  church  was  erected  on 
this  ground.  Since  the  organization  of  these  congre- 
tions  several  ministers  have  had  pastoral  charge. 
Their  names  are,  as  near  as  known,  as  follows:  Luth- 
eran Congregation. — Eevs.  Daniel  Kohler,  Samuel  K. 
Brobst,   Ferdinand   Berkenmeyer,    Edward   Herman 

M.  Sell,  Crall,  S.   E.  Bayer,  D.  H.  Humbert 

(present  pastor).  The  present  membership  of  the 
Lutheran  congregation  at  the  St.  Peter's  Church  is 
estimated  at  about  fifty  communicants. 

Reformed  Congregation. — Eev.  Henry  S.  Baszler 
(eight  years),  born  Aug.  8,  1804,  died  Feb.  17,  1883; 
Eev.  Christian  Eudolf  Keszler  (one  year),  born  Feb. 
20,  1823,  died  March  4,  1855  ;  Eev.  John  Bernhard 
Poerner  (five  years) ;  Eev.  Dr.  John  Simon  Keszler 
(nine  years),  born  Aug.  19,  1797,  in  Switzerland,  and 
died  Dec.  21,  1864,  in  Allentown  ;  Eev.  E.  S.  Appel 
(two  years) ;  Rev.  Augustus  L.  Dechant  (one  year) ; 
Rev.  Eli  Keller  (pastor  since  1874).  The  present 
membership  of  the  Reformed  congregation  is  esti- 
mated between  twenty-five  and  thirty  communicants. 

In  the  summer  of  the  year  1883  St.  Peter's  Church 
was  repaired  and  a  new  steeple  was  erected. 

The  Old  Mennonite  Church  and  Congregation. 
— The  church  of  this  congregation  is  situated  near  the 
village  of  Zionsville,  in  Upper  Milford,  on  the  public 
road  leading  from  Macungie  to  Sumneytown,  and  on 
the  King's  high-road.  The  origin  of  the  congregation 
is  more  involved  in  obscurity  than  that  of  any  other 
congregation  in  the  vicinity.  It  has  been  traditionally 
reported  that  this  congregation  was  founded  and  or- 
ganized previous  to  the  year  1740,  or  as  early  as  1735. 
It  is  true  that  the  Mennonites  settled  very  early  in 
several  parts  of  Upper  Milford  previous  to  the  year 
1735,  and  without  any  doubt  they  organized  their 
congregation  previous  to  the  year  1740. 

Feb.  10,  1772,  John  Schantz  and  Benjamin  Meyer, 
trustees  of  the  Mennonite  congregation,  bought  from 
Henry  Schleifer  for  twenty-five  shillings  one-half 
acre  of  ground  (the  same  on  which  many  years  pre- 
vious a  church  had  been  erected,  and  which  had  also 
been  used  as  a  burying-ground).  On  .Tan.  20,  1795, 
Ulrich  Bsiszler  and  Abraham  Shantz,  trustees  of  the 
same  congregation,  bought  of  Conrad  Meyer  a  second 
tract,  containing  thirty-nine  perches,  to  enlarge  the 
burying-ground. 
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The  first  meeting-house,  a  log  structure,  was  built 
by  this  congregation  between  the  years  1735  and  1740. 
In  the  year  1840  a  third  tract  of  land,  containing  one 
and  one-half  acres,  was  bought  by  the  congregation 
from  Conrad  Meyer.  In  the  same  year  the  old  log 
church  gave  way  to  a  new  one  of  stone. 

The  names  of  the  earliest  members  of  this  congre- 
gation were,  as  near  as  can  be  ascertained,  as  follows, 
viz. :  Conrad  Stamm,  Johannes  Stahl,  Derrick  Jan- 
sen,  Henry  Schleifer,  George  Weisz,  John  Meyer, 
Henry  Funk,  Michael  Meyer,  Peter  Meyer,  Johannes 
Gehman,  Johannes  Stauflfer,  Daniel  Stauffer,  Abra- 
ham Meyer,  Ulrich  Baszler,  Jacob  Hiestand,  Philip 
Geisinger,  Christian  Musselman,  Rudolph  Weisz,  John 
Schantz,  and  others. 

In  the  year  1876  the  third  and  present  church,  a 
large  brick  structure,  was  built,  and  the  old  stone 
church  was  torn  down. 

The  names  of  the  earliest  ministers  of  this  congre- 
gation are  unknown.  It  has  been  reported  that  a 
man  named  Michael  Holtzhausen  was  their  pastor  for 
years.  It  has  been  further  reported  that  a  certain 
Hans  Gehman,  of  Hereford  (born  Feb.  12,  1741, 
died  Dec.  23,  1806),  was  in  charge  of  this  congrega- 
tion as  their  pastor  for  some  years.  His  successor 
was,  as  it  is  reported,  his  son,  Johannes  (John)  Geh- 
man, born  March  22,  1771,  died  July  31,  1848.  He 
officiated  for  a  period  of  thirty-five  years.  The  next 
pastor  was  John  Schantz  (oil  miller,  born  Dec.  19, 
1774,  and  died  Jan.  8,  1855).  He  was  in  charge  for 
twenty  years,  from  1828  to  1848.  His  successor  in 
office  was  his  son,  Eev.  Joseph  Schantz  (born  Aug. 
16, 1814,  died  June  23, 1881).  He  officiated  for  thirty- 
seven  years,  from  1844  until  his  death.  In  the  year 
1847,  William  Gehman,  at  the  age  of  twenty  years, 
was  elected  assistant  pastor  of  the  congregation  to 
serve  with  Kev.  Schantz,  to  which  office  he  attended 
faithfully  for  six  years,  and  then  resigned.  The 
present  pastor  is  Eev.  Carl  H.  A.  von  der  Smissen. 
He  succeeded  Kev.  Mr.  Schantz  in  July,  1881. 

The  present  number  of  communicants  is  eighty- 
three.  They  collected  in  1882,  from  several  sources, 
one  hundred  and  forty-six  dollars  and  ninety-five 
cents  for  mission  purposes. 

In  the  year  1853  a  Sunday-school  was  organized  in 
the  Mennonite  Church,  and  has  been  successfully  con- 
tinued until  the  present  day.  The  present  number 
of  scholars  of  this  Sunday-school  is  eighty-seven, 
and  the  number  of  teachers  twelve.  They  collected, 
in  1882,  forty-two  dollars  and  ninety-five  cents  for 
beneficial  purposes.  This  school  has  a  library  of  over 
two  hundred  volumes.  Combined  with  the  old  con- 
gregation there  was  also  a  school  from  the  time  of  its 
organization. 

Evangelical  United  Mennonite  Congregation.— 
This  congregation  was  organized  in  the  year  1857  by 
several  members  of  the  old  Mennonite  congregation. 
One  or  two  years  previous  to  that  year  some  religious 
diflTerences  arose  in  this  old  congregation,  and  were 


the  cause  of  a  separation,  which  took  place  about  the 
year  1856.  Eev.  Mr.  William  Gehman  resigned  his 
position  as  pastor  in  the  old  congregation,  and  be- 
came a  leading  member  of  this  new  congregation. 
In  the  summer  of  the  year  1858  this  congregation 
erected  their  own  house  of  worship,  in  Upper  Milford, 
about  one  mile  above  Dillingersville. 

Among  the  names  of  the  first  members  of  this  con- 
gregation are  Kev.  William  Gehman,  pastor;  David 
Gehman,  deacon  ;  Jacob  Musselman,  Abraham  Kauflf- 
man,  Sr.,  Samuel  Kauffman,  Joseph  Stauffer,  Josiah 
W.  Stauffer,  David  Musselman,  Abraham  Mussel- 
man, Jonas  Musselman,  and  Abraham  Kauffman,  Jr. 

On  Sept.  24,  1858,  the  first  conference  of  this  new 
denomination  was  held  at  the  private  house  of  David 
Musselman,  in  Upper  Milford.  Among  the  members 
present  were  William  Gehman,  William  N.  Schelly, 
David  Henning,  Henry  Diehl,  ministers ;  David 
Gehman,  Joseph  Schneider,  Jacob  Gottschall,  deacons. 

At  this  conference  the  name  Evangelical  Mennon- 
ite (Evangelische  Mennonitten)  was  adopted. 

In  the  winter  of  1881-82  a  general  conference  was 
held  in  the  above-mentioned  house  of  worship.  Dele- 
gates from  Canada,  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Michigan 
were  present.  At  this  conference  the  name  "  Evan- 
gelical Mennonites"  was  changed  into  "  Evangelical 
United  Mennonites."  Since  1858  the  above-mentioned 
congregation  has  increased  to  sixty-five  members,  and 
several  young  men  have  become  ministers  of  the 
gospel,  among  them  Joseph  L.  Romig,  Abraham 
Kauffman,  Jonas  Musselman,  John  Traub,  and 
others. 

Since  1858  the  congregation  has  been  in  charge  of 
the  following  local  ministers  :  Kev.  William, Gehman, 
Rev.  William  N.  Schelly,  Rev.  Joseph  L.  Romig, 
Rev.  L.  Lambert,  Rev.  Abraham  Kauffman,  Rev.  Abel 
Strawn,and  Rev.  Jonas  Musselman,  the  present  pastor. 
The  present  membership  of  this  congregation  is  about 
sixty-five. 

At  this  church,  in  1875,  there  was  a  Sunday-school 
organized,  which  has  flourished  until  the  present  date, 
and  counts  at  present  fourteen  teachers  and  fifty-nine 
scholars. 

At  a  special  general  conference  held  in  December, 
1883,  in  Harrisburg,  Ohio,  the  above-named  Evan- 
gelical United  Mennonite  denomination  changed 
their  name  to  "  Mennonite  Brethren  in  Christ." 

Schwenkfelder  Congregation  in  Kraussdale. — 
The  ground  and  church  of  this  congregation  is  also 
situated  on  the  line  between  Lehigh  (Lower  Milford) 
and  Montgomery  Counties.  The  land  on  which  the 
church  is  erected  (and  which  had  been  used  nearly 
fifty  years  previous  as  a  burying-ground)  was  donated 
by  Baltzer  Krauss,  Jr.,  unto  Gregorius  Schultz  and 
Jacob  Gerhard,  trustees  of  the  congregation,  for 
school  and  religious  services  previous  to  the  year 
1805.  Baltzer  Krauss  died  Oct.  14,  1805.  The  first 
meeting-house  or  church  at  this  place  was  erected  in 
1815. 
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The  date  of  the  organization  of  the  congregation 
is  unlinown,  but  no  doubt  it  is  to  be  placed  many 
years  previous  to  the  year  1 815.  The  names  of  the 
members  in  1815  were  as  follows  :  Johannes  Krauss, 
Andreas  Krauss,  George  Krauss,  Jacob  Kriebel, 
George  Schultz,  Samuel  Schultz,  David  Yeakel,  Carl 
Yeakel,  Christopher  Neuman,  Jacob  GCrhard,  Jere- 
mias  Meschter,  Christopher  Yeakel.  With  this  con- 
gregation a  school  was  also  combined. 

In  the  year  1857  the  old  church  gave  place  to  a  new 
brick  edifice. 

A  school  was  started  in  combination  with  this 
church,  and  continued  until  the  year  1840.  Besides 
the  German,  the  Latin  and  Greek  languages  were 
favorite  studies,  and  were  taught  as  early  as  1775. 

The  names  of  the  ministers  who  had  official  charge 
of  this  congregation  were  the  following  :  Rev.  George 
Kriebel  died  Dec.  1,  1805,  aged  seventy-three  years, 
one  month,  and  twenty-two  days  ;  Rev.  John  Schultz, 
died  Nov.  3,  1827,  aged  fifty-five  years,  seven  months, 
and  twenty-two  days ;  Christopher  Schultz,  died  March 
22,  1843,  aged  sixty-five  years  and  five  months;  Rev. 
William  Schultz;  Rev.  Joshua  Schultz  and  Rev. 
Jacob  Meschter,  present  pastors. 

Schwenkfelder  Congregation  (in  the  Hosensack 
Valley). — The  church  and  ground  of  this  congrega- 
tion is  situated  on  the  line  between  Lower  Milford 
and  Montgomery  County.  The  Schwenkfelders  (fol- 
lowers of  Caspar  Schwenkfeld,  a  Silesian  nobleman, 
born  at  Ossing,  in  Lower  Silesia,  in  1490)  fled  their 
homes  in  the  vicinity  of  Harpersdorf,  in  Silesia,  in 
the  months  of  February,  March,  April,  and  May, 
1726,  and  went  under  the  protection  of  Count  Zinzen- 
dorf  to  Saxony,  where  they  lived  in  a  state  of  uncer- 
tainty as  to  their  future  for  eight  years.  During  the 
years  1733-37,  the  Schwenkfelders  left  Saxony  and 
emigrated  to  Pennsylvania,  and  soon  settled  in  the 
upper  part  of  Montgomery  and  the  eastern  part  of 
Berks  County  (then  Philadelphia  County),  and  in  the 
southern  corner  of  Lehigh  (then  Bucks  County). 
They  settled  in  the  lower  (southern)  part  of  Upper, 
and  especially  of  Lower,  Milford  (then  Upper  Mil- 
ford),  in  the  present  Kraussdale  and  Hosensack. 
Among  the  Schwenkfelders  settled  in  Milford  we 
find  the  names  of  Krauss,  Yeakel,  Schultz,  Schu- 
bert, Kriebel,  Warmer,  Wagner,  Seibert,  etc.  The 
congregation  of  Hosensack  was  immediately  after- 
ward organized,  and  religious  meetings  held  in  pri- 
vate houses  until  the  year  1781,  in  which  year  a 
house  was  erected  for  the  use  of  school  and  church 
purposes.  The  land  on  which  the  meeting-house  was 
erected  was  obtained  from  George  Yeakel  for  five 
pounds,  Pennsylvania  currency.  Among  the  names 
of  the  members  of  this  congregation  we  find  the  fol- 
lowing from  the  Milfords,  viz. :  Abraham  Kriebel, 
Jeremias  Yeakel,  Baltzer  Yeakel,  Melohior  Yeakel 
Casper  Yeakel,  Jacob  Seibert,  Baltzer  Schultz,  Jere- 
mias Krauss,  and  others. 
Church  of  the  Evangelical  Association— Evan- 


gelische  Gemeinschaft. — The  ground  and  church  of 
the  Evangelical  Association  is  located  on  a  high  spot 
on  a  branch  of  the  South  Mountain,  in  Upper  Milford, 
and  on  the  public  road  leading  from  the  Hereford  and 
Shimersville  turnpike,  through  Powder  Valley  to  the 
Hosensack  Valley.  This  congregation  was  first  or- 
ganized in  the  year  1830,  by  Rev.  John  Seybert, 
the  first  bishop  of  the  association.  The  first  meeting 
was  held  on  Bald  Hill,  at  the  private  house  of  David 
Schubert  (a  Schwenkfelder),  on  the  13th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1829,  by  Rev.  William  Orwig  and  Rev.  Carl 
Hammer. 

Among  the  names  of  the  first  male  members  of  this 
congregation  are  the  following:  David  Schubert, 
Christopher  Schubert,  Peter  Wiest,  George  Yeakel, 
Melchior  Yeakel,  Abraham  Yeakel. 

In  the  year  1831  a  small  tract  of  land  was  obtained 
from  Christopher  Schubert  and  made  a  burying-place. 
In  the  year  1838,  Christopher  Schubert  built  the  first 
meeting-house  (of  stone)  on  his  own  land  and  at  his 
own  expense,  and  sold  the  same  in  1840,  with  three- 
quarters  of  an  acre  of  land,  besides  the  burying-ground, 
to  the  congregation  for  three  hundred  dollars.  This 
house  was  in  constant  use  until  the  year  1858,  in 
which  year  the  old  meeting-house  was  taken  away 
and  a  new  one  of  brick,  thirty-eight  by  fifty  feet, 
was  erected. 

Evangelical  Association, — A  L-Iass,  or  a  branch  of 
the  congregation  of  the  Evangelical  Association  of 
Upper  Milford,  near  Zionsville,  was  organized  and 
established  about  forty  years  ago  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  village  of  Vera  Cruz.  For  a  number  of  years  the 
regular  meetings  were  held  in  the  Baptist  meeting- 
house, near  Vera  Cruz.  The  present  membership  is 
about  twenty-five.  Some  of  the  leading  members 
are  Francis  Schwartz,  Daniel  Schwartz,  Amandus 
Klein,  Henry  Mohr,  and  Thomas  Kern.  The  pastor 
at  present  is  Rev.  Chs.  Fehr,  regular  pastor  of  the 
Milford  Circuit. 

Baptist  Congregation.— Previous  to  the  year  1850 
there  was  in  Upper  Milford  a  German  Baptist  con- 
gregation, organized  by  Rev.  Mr.  Fleischman,  of  Phila- 
delphia. Some  of  the  'first  members  of  the  congre- 
gation were  William  Desch,  Mannasses  Baer,  Jonas 
Yerk,  Henry  Desch,  William  Mohr,  Henry  Gehman, 
and  Owen  Rhoads. 

In  the  year  1852  there  was  a  meeting-house  erected 
by  this  congregation  near  the  village  of  Vera  Cruz, 
in  Upper  Milford.    It  was  consecrated  the  same  year. 

About  the  same  year  (or  previous)  William  Desch 
and  William  Mohr  were  elected  and  ordained  as  the 
regular  ministers  or  pastors  of  this  church.  In  the 
same  year  a  graveyard  or  burial-ground  was  established 
on  the  same  ground  on  which  the  church  was  built 
(which  was  purchased  for  that  purpose  from  Man- 
nasses Baer).  The  congregation  was  in  charge  of  the 
ministers  above  named  until  1866,  when  Rev.  Wil- 
liam Mohr  moved  from  the  neighborhood  to  Bucks 
County,  since  which  time  the  church  has  been  in 
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charge  of  Rev.  William  Desch  alone.  This  congre- 
gation has  been  reduced  by  death  and  other  causes  to 
only  a  few  members.  The  church  building  has  been 
also  in  use  by  a  class  of  the  Evangelical  Association 
for  several  years.  A  flourishing  Sunday-school  was 
also  organized,  and  continued  for  several  years. 

United  Brethren,  in  Christ.— In  1881  a  new  class 
or  congregation  of  the  United  Brethren  in  Christ  was 
organized  near  Vera  Cruz,  in  Upper  Milford,  by  Rev. 
James  H.  Unger,  minister  of  the  East  German  Con- 
ference of  said  church.  The  first  meeting  was  held 
in  1880  in  the  Baptist  Church  near  "Vera  Cruz,  and 
later  the  congregation  assembled  in  the  private  house 
of  Charles  Schuler,  where  services  were  held  by  Rev. 
James  H.  Unger,  Rev.  J.  Mil,  and  others.  Those  who 
joined  this  class  first  were  Charles  Schuler  and  wife 
(Henrietta),  Levi  N.  Schelly  and  wife  (Mary)  and 
daughter  (Mary),  Joseph  Wieand,  Amandus  Snyder 
and  wife  (Lucy).  Later  came  Charles  Mumbauer, 
Oscar  Romig,  and  Catherine  Weidner.  Meetings 
were  regularly  held  in  1883  at  the  house  of  Charles 
Schuler  by  Rev.  Eph.  Light,  Rev.  John  H.  Ruhl,  and 
Rev.  H.  B.  Spayd,  and  also  at  the  house  of  Levi  N. 
Schelly. 

Ministers  of  the  Gospel.— Rev.  George  Kriebel 
was  born  Nov.  3,  1732,  in  Saxony,  Europe,  and  emi- 
grated to  the  country  in  1734  when  two  years  old  with 
his  parents,  Casper  and  Susanna  Kriebel.  Soon 
afterwards  his  father  settled  in  Hatfield  township, 
in  Montgomery  (then  Philadelphia)  County.  In  1765, 
George  moved  to  Lehigh  County,  and  settled  in  the 
southern  corner  of  Lower  Milford  (then  Upper  Mil- 
ford),  and  became  a  large  land-owner  in  the  township. 
He  bought  several  tracts,  as  follows,  viz. :  May  18, 
1765,  of  Samuel  Michling,  five  tracts,  containing  to- 
gether three  hundred  and  two  acres  forty-six  perches, 
at  £1560;  Jan.  28,  1773,  of  George  Stahl,  twenty-five 
acres  one  hundred  and  thirty-eight  perches  at  £123 
12s. ;  March  4,  177.3,  of  Andrew  Greber,  twenty-one 
acres  fifty-five  perches,  at  £83  5s.  6rf. ;  April  5,  1783, 
of  Henry  Funk,  one  hundred  and  twenty-eight  acres 
one  hundred  and  fifty-six  perches  (on  which  was  sit- 
uated the  second  grist-mill  in  Hosensack),  at  £200. 
He  was  elected  pastor  of  the  Schwenkfelder  congre- 
gations at  Hosensack  and  Kraussdale,  which  position 
he  filled  acceptably  for  over  thirty  years.  He  was 
frequently  engaged  as  a  conveyancer  and  in  settling 
differences  in  his  vicinity.  He  died  Dec.  1, 1805,  aged 
seventy-three  years,  one  month,  and  twenty-two  days. 
A  grandson  of  his  is  still  living  on  the  premises, — 
Anthony  Kriebel,  aged  near  ninety-two  years.  Rev. 
George  Kriebel  was  a  prominent  school-teacher,  and 
served  as  such  for  his  congregation  for  several  years. 

Rev.  Joseph  S.  Dubs  was  born  in  Upper  Milford 
on  the  1st  day  of  October,  1796.     (See  Allentown.) 

Rev.  Henry  S.  Bassler,  son  of  Henry  Bassler  and 
Veronica  (Schantz),  was  born  in  Upper  Milford  on  the 
11th  day  of  August,  1804  ;  studied  theology  under  the 
control  of  Rev.  Jacob  William  Dechant,  was  ordained 


as  a  minister  of  the  gospel  in  1829,  and  served  the 
Reformed  Church  for  a  period  of  over  half  a  century. 
He  ofiiciated  for  the  Upper  Milford  and  Chestnut 
Hill  Reformed  congregations  as  pastor  for  several 
years.  He  died  in  Dauphin  County  on  the  17th 
day  of,  February,  1883,  aged  seventy-eight  years,  six 
months,  six  days. 

Rev.  John  Schantz,  son  of  Abraham  and  Susanna 
Schantz,  was  born  in  Upper  Milford  on  the  19th  day 
of  December,  1774.  He  was  elected  as  pastor  of  the 
old  Mennonite  congregation  in  Upper  Milford,  and 
officiated  for  the  same  twenty-seven  years.  He  died 
Jan.  8,  1855,  aged  eighty  years  and  twenty  days. 

Rev.  Joseph  Schantz,  son  of  ^ev.  John  Schantz 
and  Hannah  (Gabel),  was  born  in  Upper  Milford  on 
the  13th  of  August,  1814.  He  took  charge  of  the  old 
Mennonite  Church  in  Upper  Milford,  and  ministered 
to  it  for  thirty-seven  years,  until  his  death,  June  23, 
•  1881.  Rev.  Schantz  was  likewi.se  a  progressive  farmer, 
and  lived  in  the  Hosensack  Valley,  in  Lower  Mil- 
ford. 

Rev.  Eli  Keller  was  born  in  1826  in  Northampton 
County  ;  studied  theology  in  the  Eastern  Theological 
Seminary  of  the  Reformed  Church,  in  Lancaster,  Pa.  ; 
was  ordained  in  1855,  and  removed  the  following 
year  to  the  State  of  Ohio,  where  he  served  his  church 
for  a  period  of  eighteen  years.  He  removed  in  the 
spring  of  1874,  to  Zionsville,  in  Upper  Milford,  and 
took  charge  of  the  Zionsville  Circuit,  composed  of  four 
congregations, — Zionsville,  St.  Peter's  Church,  both 
of  Upper  Milford,  and  Hufl''s  and  Huber's  Churches 
in  Berks  County.  He  is  still  in  charge  of  the  same, 
and  resides  in  Zionsville. 

William  Gehman,  born  in  Berks  County  in  1827, 
came  to  Upper  Milford  in  1845.  In  1847  the  old 
Mennonite  congregation  in  Upper  Milford  selected 
him  as  one  of  their  pastors,  which  office  he  adminis- 
tered nearly  ten  years.  He  then  resigned  his  oflSce 
and  became  the  leader  of  a  new  association  called  the 
Evangelical  Mennonite  Congregation,  in  Upper  Mil- 
ford. He  became  later  presiding  elder  of  the  new  de- 
nomination in  East  Pennsylvania,  which  oflBce  he 
holds  at  present,  besides  that  of  minister  of  the  gospel. 
He  was  also  a  successful  farmer. 

Joseph  L.  Romig  was  born  March  13,  1837,  in 
Berks  County ;  came  to  Upper  Milford,  and  was  se- 
lected in  1865  by  the  Evangelical  Mennonite  congre- 
gration  of  Upper  Milford  as  one  of  their  pastors, 
which  office  he  administered  three  years,  and  died 
Jan.  12,  1869,  aged  thirty-one  years,  ten  months. 

William  Mohr  was  born  in  Upper  Milford  prior  to 
1830.  He  was  selected  in  1852  by  the  new  German 
Baptist  congregation  in  Upper  Milford  as  one  of  their 
pastors.  He  administered  theofficeuntil  the  year  1868, 
when  he  resigned  and  moved  to  Hilltown,  Bucks  Co. 
Henry  Desch,  born  in  1824,  in  Upper  Milford,  was 
selected  in  1854  by  the  German  Baptist  congregation 
as  one  of  their  pastors  in  Upper  Milford  and  Macun- 
gie.     He  died  in  1882. 
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Jonas  Musselman,  born  in  Upper  Milford  about 
the  year  1835,  became  in  1859  a  minister  of  the  Evan- 
gelical Mennonite  congregation,  of  Upper  Milford, 
Quakertown,  etc.  He  is  still  pastor,  and  lives  in 
Emaus. 

Abraham  Kauffman  was  born  in  1841,  in  Upper 
Milford;  was  minister  of  the  Evangelical  Mennonite 
congregations  of  Upper  Milford  and  of  other  churches. 
He  is  still  in  office,  and  lives  in  Upper  Milford,  where 
he  also  follows  farming. 

Daniel  Yeakel  was  born  in  Lower  Milford  (then 
Upper  Milford)  in  1826 ;  became  a  minister  of  the 
gospel  of  the  Evangelical  Association.  He  is  still  in 
oflSce,  and  besides^  attending  to  the  duties  of  the 
ministry  he  is  also  a  successful  and  large  farmer  in 
Lower  Milford. 

Educational— Early  Schools.— The  greater  pro- 
portion of  the  early  settlers  within  the  present  limits 
of  Upper  and  Lower  Milford  (then  Upper  Milford 
township)  were  Germans.  The  Moravians  principally 
settled  at  the  northern  portion,  in  the  vicinity  of 
Emaus,  while  the  Schwenkfelders  spread  into  the 
lower  or  southern  portion,  adjoining  Berks,  Mont- 
gomery, and  Bucks  Counties.  The  present  popula- 
tion is  of  German  descent.  There  were  a  few  settle- 
ments previous  to  the  year  1725,  and  as  early  as  1715 
(the  so-called  squatters).  The  Mennonites,  Lutheran, 
and  Reformed  came  in  masses  to  this  portion,  and 
settled  here  from  1730  to  1750. 

"The  early  German  settlers  came  with  a  fair  share 
of  school  learning,  and  there  were  but  few  who 
could  not  read  and  write.  They  early  established 
schools  to  educate  their  children,  and  it  was  a  feature 
with  the  German  settlers  that  they  were  hardly  seated 
in  their  new  houses  before  they  began  to  organize 
congregations  and  build  churches.  Among  them 
were  men  of  education,  and  especially  among  the 
Schwenkfelders  and  Moravians.  Our  present  German 
population  is  not  very  far  behind  the  descendants  of 
the  English-speaking  settlers  in  the  spirit  of  progress. 
Their  schools  are  numerous  and  well  attended,  and 
they  give  the  common-school  system  a  generous  sup- 
port. 

"The  early  settlers  in  this  township,  as  well  as  in 
several  other  parts  of  Lehigh  and  adjoining  counties, 
soon  after  their  arrival  and  settlements,  established 
places  of  religious  worship,  and  in  due  time  made  pro- 
vision for  the  education  of  their  children,  as  we  learn 
from  the  histories  of  the  several  religious  congrega- 
tions of  Upper  and  Lower  Milford  (for  instance,  the 
old  Mennonite  Church,  the  Schwenkfelders  in  Hosen- 
sack  Valley,  the  Great  Swamp  Cliurch,  the  original 
Lutheran  Church,  the  Chestnut  Hill  Church,  and 
others).  No  doubt  they  believed  that  education  made 
better  citizens,  and  enhanced  the  ability  and  useful- 
ness of  its  possessors. 

"  Almost  without  exception  the  earliest  schools 
were  established  at  churches  or  at  places  of  worship. 
And  frequently  the  school-house  preceded  the  erec- 


tion of  a  church,  and  served  the  double  purpose  of 
church  and  school.  These  schools  were  church 
schools  so  far  aa  instruction  was  concerned,  but 
were  not  directly  supported  by  the  church.  Each 
parent  who  sent  children  had  to  pay  in  proportion  to 
the  total  number  of  days  sent.  In  most  cases  the 
teacher  '  boarded  'round,'  which  in  those  days  was  not 
an  easy  task. 

"  The  instruction  was  imparted  in  reading,  writing, 
and  a  little  arithmetic.  Instruction  in  the  catechism 
and  the  doctrines  of  the  church,  with  singing,  were 
generally  required.  These  schools  were  not  strictly 
denominational,  but  generally  admitted  the  children 
of  other  denominations.  After  the  population  had 
increased  many  of  these  schools  were  overcrowded, 
and  some  children  had  to  go  from  three  to  four  miles 
to  school,  and  thus  a  demand  for  more  schools  was 
created,  which  were  established  at  other  places  (such 
as  the  Birkenstocks,  the  Schwartzs,  the  Brunners,  the 
Krausses,  and  other  old  schools  in  Upper  Milford). 
Some  were  first  held  in  private  houses  until  buildings 
could  be  erected  for  their  accommodation.  School- 
houses  were  built  by  communitias,  and  were  com- 
monly constructed  of  logs,  were  small,  had  low  ceil- 
ings. They  were  in  everything  defective,  but  not  in 
ventilation.  The  instruction  was  in  the  first  schools 
exclusively  in  the  German  language.  The  teachers 
of  these  first  schools  were  foreigners,  and  educated  in 
Europe.  Those  at  the  churches  were  generally  the 
leaders  in  singing  on  occasions  of  religious  worship 
(such  as  Loeser  and  Vigera,  in  the  original  Luth- 
eran) Upper  Milford  Church  school,  —  '  Gemein 
Schule.' 

"  What  commenced  to  do  harm  to  the  early  schools 
in  the  time  of  the  Revolutionary  war  or  previous  to 
that  time  was,  that  some  of  those  principal  teachers 
left  their  services  as  school-teachers  and  commenced 
to  preach,  and  less  qualified  men  were  taken  as  teach- 
ers, and  the  schools  lost  greatly  thereby.  Teachers 
becoming  scarce,  which  continued  for  a  considerable 
time,  until  the  education  of  the  children  was  consid- 
ered a  secondary  thing,  in  consequence  neglected. 

"  At  this  period  almost  any  person  that  came  along 
and  made  some  pretensions  to  education  was  employed 
as  teacher.  This  often  brought  into  the  school-room 
persons  entirely  unfit,  morally  and  mentally,  for  the 
position.  Nearly  all  the  old  schools  were  noted  for 
the  severity  in  discipline.  Some  of  the  teachers  were 
not  only  severe  but  cruel  in  their  punishments. 

"  Up  to  1800  the  German  language  was  taught  al- 
most exclusively.  From  1800  to  1820  the  English 
language  was  gradually,  but  at  first  very  slowly,  in- 
troduced in  the  schools.  In  these  schools  it  was 
taught  in  connection  with  the  German." 

Previous  to  the  year  1844,  or  previous  to  the  adop- 
tion of  the  common-school  system  in  Upper  Milford, 
there  were  more  than  fifteen  schood  districts  in  Upper 
Milford.  Several  of  them  became  prominent,  as  a 
rule  the  church  schools  ("Gemein  Schulen"),such  as 
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Hosensack,  Swamp  Church,  Dillingersville,  and  the 
Mennonite  Church  schools,  and  others. 

The  names  of  these  schools  were,  as  nearly  as  can  be 
ascertained,  as  follows : 

1.  Swamp  Church,  established  between  1725  and 
1730. 

2.  Hosensack,  established  in  1734  or  1735. 

3.  Dillingersville,  established  in  1734  or  1785. 

4.  Mennonite  Church,  established  between  1735 
and  1740. 

5.  Zionsville,  established  prior  to  1760. 

6.  Berkenstock's,  established  prior  to  1775. 

7.  Schwartz's,  established  prior  to  1790. 

8.  Berg,  or  Hill  (later  St.  Peter's),  established  in 
1805. 

9.  Brunner's  (first  Bildhaus'),  established  prior  to 
1800. 

10.  Chestnut  Hill,  established ;  re-established 

1820. 

11.  Kern's,  established ;  re-established  1820. 

12.  Krauss',  established  in  1842. 

13.  Weber's,  established  in  1790. 

14.  Kriebel's,  established  previous  to  1800. 

15.  Ortt's,  established  previous  to  1820. 

16.  Steininger's,  or  Lynn's.     (See  Schwartz's.) 

17.  Euch's.     (See  Schwartz's.) 

Of  the  above-named  districts,  No.  2  was  on  the  line 
between  Montgomery  County  and  Lehigh,  and  did 
not  entirely  belong  to  Lehigh  County  or  Upper  Mil- 
ford.  Nos.  4,  8,  and  16  had  been  discontinued  pre- 
vious to  the  adoption  of  the  common-school  laws,  and 
but  very  little  is  known  of  their  history.  No.  10  was 
established  very  early,  and  kept  for  a  number  of 
years,  and  then  discontinued  until  the  year  1820, 
when  it  was  reopened.  School  No.  17  (Euch's)  was 
kept  only  for  three  years  in  the  private  rooms  of  John 
Euch  by  Michael  H.  Albright,  and  was  established 
in  1842. 

The  sub-districts  Nos.  3  (Dillingersville),  5  (Zions- 
ville), 7  (Schwartz's),  9  (Brunner's),  11  (Kern's),  12 
(Krauss'),  14  (Kriebel's),  and  15  (Ortt's)  had  all  been 
prominent  old  school  districts,  and  were  all  adopted 
by  the  board  of  directors  of  the  common  schools  in 
1844,  and  made  permanent  sub  school  districts  of 
Upper  Milford.  Previous  to  that  year  (1844)  the 
school-houses  did  not  belong  to  the  township,  but 
were  owned  by  the  communities  that  had  erected 
them. 

The  Great  Swamp  Church  school  was  no  doubt  the 
first  school  in  Lehigh  County.  It  was  situated  at  the 
Great  Swamp  Church,  and  was  established  between 
1725-30  by  the  Great  Swamp  Eeformed  congrega- 
tion as  a  Gemein  Schule  (church  school),  and  was 
conducted  by  the  trustees  of  the  church,  and  kept  for 
a  period  of  over  one  hundred  and  fifteen  years.  In 
1844,  when  the  common-school  law  was  adopted  by 
the  inhabitants  of  Upper  Milford,  the  school  board 
adopted  this  district  for  one  year  and  paid  twelve 
dollars  and  fifty  cents  rent  for  the  school-house;  and 


Joseph  Convoer  was  employed  four  months  and  a  half, 
at  sixteen  dollars,  as  teacher.  This  was  the  last  school 
at  this  place.  John  Dubs  and  Philip  Mumbauer  had 
been  trustees. 

The  old  Hosensack  school  was  established  very 
early.  It  has  been  reported  that  there  was  a  school 
established  in  the  Hosensack  Valley  as  early  as  1735 
by  the  Schwenkfelders,  but  we  have  no  record  of  it. 
No  doubt  there  were  schools  ■  taught  prior  to  1740  in 
some  private  houses.  The  first  school  in  this  valley 
of  which  we  have  any  record  was  established  by  the 
Schwenkfelder  denomination,  and  was  under  the  con- 
trol of  three  trustees  elected  by  said  denomination. 
A  "  Gemein  Schule''  (church  school)  was  established 
in  the  private  house  of  Christopher  Krausz,  or  Krauss, 
in  the  year  1765  (on  the  same  premises  on  which  the 
present  Carl's  school-house  in  Lower  Milford  is  situ- 
ated). The  record  says,  "April  22,  1765.— An  agree- 
ment was  made  with  Charles  Guss  to  serve  as  school- 
teacher for  us  at  the  private  house  of  Christopher 
Krausz  for  the  term  of  four  years  for  a  salary  of  thirty- 
five  pounds  and  eight  bushels  of  grain;  besides,  a  free 
dwelling,  garden,  feed  for,  one  cow,  and  fuel  per  an- 
num. Schooltocommenceatsaid Christopher  Krauss' 
house  on  May  22,  1765."  On  Dec.  12,  1768,  there  was 
another  agreement  made  with  the  same  Charles  Guss 
to  teach  a  second  term  of  four  years  at  the  same  place. 
The  salary  was  the  same,  except  instead  of  eight 
bushels  of  grain  twelve  bushels  was  delivered  (whether 
wheat,  rye,  or  corn  the  record  does  not  say).  Christo- 
pher Guss  was  no  doubt  a  good  and  a  suitable  teacher. 

It  was  reported  that  in  this  school  by  Christopher 
Guss  and  others  the  Latin  and  Greek  languages  were 
taught,  besides  the  usual  branches.  From  1772-77, 
a  period  of  five  years,  the  records  do  not  say  anything 
about  schools  in  this  valley;  but  in  the  year  1777  Jost 
Vollert  was  employed  as  teacher,  to  teach  half  a  year 
in  George  Yeakel's  private  house  for  twenty-two 
pounds.  And  also  in  the  year  1778  Vollert  was  em- 
ployed for  a  second  term  (half  a  year)  at  the  same 
place  for  the  same  salary. 

The  following  years  school  was  taught  by  the 
teachers  named  :  1780,  Eev.  George  Kreibil,  a  term  of 
five  months  for  fifteen  pounds,  in  George  Yeakel's 
house;  1781,  Eev.  George  Kreibel,  four  mouths,  for 
twelve  pounds ;  1781,  George  Martin,  one  month,  for 
three  pounds,  in  Christopher  Krauss'  house ;  1782, 
1783,  and  1786,  Eev.  George  Kreibel,  a  term  of  four 
months  each  year,  at  three  pounds  per  month,  in 
George  Yeakel's  house.  , 

In  1790  a  special  house  for  school  and  church  pur- 
poses was  built  on  the  premises  of  George  Yeakel,  in 
which  school  was  continued  by  several  teachers, 
among  whom  were  G.  Carl  Stock,  Christopher  Yeakel, 
John  Schultz,  Isaac  Sohultz,  John  Krauss,  and  others. 
This  school  was  discontinued  in  1840. 

Chestnut  Hill  school  was  located  on  Chestnut  Hill, 
on  the  spot  where  the  present  Chestnut  Hill  Union 
Church,  in  Lower  Milford,  is  situated.     This  school 
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was  under  the  control  of  the  Eeformed  Church,  and 
was  estahlished  very  early,  and  continued  for  years, 
and  then  closed  for  a  long  time. 

In  1820  there  was  built  from  the  material  of  the 
old  church  a  new  school-house  on  the  same  premises, 
and  school  was  re-established  and  continued  for 
twenty-four  years,  under  Philip  Mumbauer,  John 
Oberholtzer,  Elias  Schaffer,  and  other  teachers. 

In  1844  the, school  board  of  common  schools  of 
Upper  Milford  adopted  this  school-house,  but  for  only 
one  year.  Mr.  Zacharias  Wagner  was  employed  to 
teach  the  school  four  and  a  half  months,  at  sixteen 
dollars  per  month.  This  school  was  since  discontin- 
ued, as  the  location  was  considered  not  a  convenient 
one. 

Weber's,  or  Miller's,  school-house  was  situated  in 
the  northeastern  part  of  Upper  Milford  (now  Lower 
Milford)  township. 

Of  the  early  history  of  this  school-house  the  writer 
is  not  able  to  give  anything  at  all.  In  1844  it  was  an 
old  and  ruined  school-house,  and  was  no  doubt  at 
that  time  at  least  fifty  years  old.  It  was  erected  by 
the  inhabitants  of  that  neighborhood,  without  any 
doubt,  previous  to  the  year  1790. 

The  school  board  of  Upper  Milford,  in  1844,  adopt- 
ed this  school-house  as  a  sub-district,  but  for  only 
one  term,  and  employed  Willoughby  Artman  as 
teacher  for  four  and  a  half  months,  at  sixteen  dollars 
per  month,  and  this  was  the  last  school  kept  in  this 
building.  The  last  trustees  who  had  control  over  this 
school-house  were  Jacob  Weber  and  Jacob  Miller. 

A  Mennonite  school  was  held  in  the  old  Mennonite 
Church  in  Upper  Milford,  near  the  present  village  of 
Zionsville.  This  school  was  established  as  a  church 
school  previous  to  the  year  1740,  and  continued  for 
many  years,  but  was  discontinued  previous  to  the 
adoption  of  the  common-school  systeni.  It  was  under 
control  of  the  trustees  of  the  church  or  congrega- 
tion. 

Berkenstock's  school  was  situated  in  Upper  Milford 
(now  Lower  Milford),  on  the  premises  of  John  Berk- 
enstock,  on  a  public  road  near  the  present  village  of 
Limeport.  It  has  been  reported  that  this  school  was 
established  by  John  Berkenstock,  elder,  in  time  of 
the  Eevolutionary  war,  and  was  sustained  by  his 
neighbors.  A  log  school-house  was  erected,  in  which 
school  was  kept  for  a  period  of  nearly  seventy  years. 
In  1844  the  common-school  board  of  Upper  Milford 
adopted  this  school-house,  but  for  only  one  year. 
Henry  B.  Schleiffer  was  apjiointed  teacher,  for  four 
and  a  half  months,  at  sixteen  dollars  per  month. 

The  Berg  (or  Hill)  school  (later  St.  Peter's  Church 
school)  is  situated  on  the  same  premises  as  the  St. 
Peter's  Union  Church.  The  land  was  purchased  by 
the  neighbors  from  Jacob  Bortz  about  the  year  1805, 
for  the  use  of  a  burial-ground,  and  no  doubt  this 
school-house  was  erected  on  the  place  soon  after- 
wards. It  is  a  stone  building,  and  very  small.  Of 
the  earliest  teachers,  only  a  few  are  mentioned  :  An- 


dreas Lap,  Jacob  Oberholtzer, Bast,  and  George 

Gehman.  This  school  was  discontinued  previous  to 
the  adoption  of  the  common-school  law,  as  the  loca- 
tion of  the  school-house  was  too  inconvenient. 

The  Dillingersville  school-house  is  situated  about 
one-quarter  of  a  mile  southwest  of  the  village  of  Dil- 
lingersville, in  Lower  Milford,  on  the  public  road 
leading  from  Dillingersville  to  the  village  of  Hosen- 
sack.  The  tract  on  which  it  is  located  contains  two 
acres,  and  is  a  part  of  the  premises  of  the  old  Upper 
Milford  Lutheran  congregation.  According  to  the 
history  of  the  congregation,  a  so-called  "  Gemein 
Schule''  was  combined  with  the  old  congregation  and 
kept  in  the  old  log  house,  erected  as  early  as  1734  or 
1785,  in  which  the  congregation  held  their  religious 
meetings.  The  house  was  always  called  "DasOber 
Milforter  Schulhaus"  (the  Upper  Milford  school- 
house),  and  has  been  in  constant  use  every  winter 
since  it  was  built.  School  was  taught  exclusively  in 
the  German  language.  Beading,  writing,  arithmetic, 
and  religion  were  the  only  branches  which  were 
taught.  After  the  discontinuance  of  the  above-men- 
tioned congregation  in  1791,  the  school-house  was 
exclusively  used  for  school  purposes.  In  the  year 
1799  a  meeting  was  held  in  the  old  school-house  and 
rules  were  adopted  to  make  the  property — which  was 
from  its  commencement  exclusively  Lutheran — a 
union  property  for  the  use  of  the  Lutheran,  Reformed, 
Mennonite,  and  Schwenkfelders'  denominations. 

In  the  same  year  a  new  stone  school-house  was 
erected,  combined  with  a  dwelling-house,  and  with 
the  timber  of  the  old  log  house  a  barn  was  erected. 
In  1845  a  new  Swiss  stone  barn  was  built,  in  1848  a 
new  school-house,  and  in  1850  a  new  dwelling-house. 

In  1845  the  present  school  system  was  adopted  by 
the  inhabitants  of  Upper  Milford.  Until  that  year 
school-teachers  were  paid  partly  by  the  rent  which 
was  obtained  from  the  dwelling-house  and  partly  by 
the  parents.  In  1867,  in  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas 
of  Lehigh  County,  a  society  by  the  name  of  "  Union 
School  and  Church  Association"  was  incorporated. 
In  1870  a  petition  was  taken  to  the  State  Legisla- 
ture and  an  act  was  passed  authorizing  the  corpora- 
tion to  sell  the  real  property,  which  was  done  April  1, 
1871.  Twenty-seven  acres  and  ninety-seven  perches 
were  sold  at  public  sale  to  John  V.  B.  Bitting,  at 
four  thousand  and  fifty  dollars.  The  school-house, 
with  two  acres  of  land  besides  the  graveyard,  was 
reserved.  The  money  was  put  at  interest.  The 
annual  net  receipts,  including  rents,  etc.,  amount  to 
about  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

The  act  provides  that  in  no  event  shall  a  less  sum 
than  one  hundred  dollars  be  appropriated  in  each 
year  for  school  purposes,  exclusive  of  repairing  and 
rebuilding.  This  sum  is  to  be  expended  for  school 
(during  the  summer  months),  "  other  and  additional 
to  that  provided  for  by  the  common  schools."  This, 
with  what  the  township  provides,  gives  the  sub- 
district    an   annual   school    term   of   eight  or  nine 
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months,  the  school-house  being  rented  to  the  public 
school  board  at  fifteen  dollars  per  annum. 

The  extent  of  the  sub-school  district  is,  according 
to  the  charter  of  incorporation,  a  circle  with  a  radius 
of  one  and  a  half  miles  from  the  school-house. 

Of  the  teachers  who  taught  school  in  the  earliest 
years  at  this  place  only  few  are  known,  such  as  John 
Jacob  Loeser,  John  Friederich  Vigera,  John  Bal- 
thasar  Goetz.  (In  one  of  the  records  it  is  stated 
that  Goetz  died  in  the  school-house,  and  was  buried 
on  Easter  Monday,  1759.)  Of  the  later  school-teach- 
ers there  we  find  some  mentioned,  such  as  John 
Golconci,  Jacob  Oberholtzer,  Philip  Mumbauer,  and 
Samuel  Kreibel. 

After  the  adoption  of  the  common-school  law 
(1844),  until  its  incorporation  as  a  sub-district  (1867), 
school  was  taught  here  by  Joshua  Stabler,  Aaron 
Schantz,  Solomon  Schantz,  David  Oberholtzer,  Charles 
F.  Schantz,  William  Eberhard,  and  others.  And  since 
the  district  was  formed  by  incorporation  as  a  sub-dis- 
trict (but  only  for  school  during  summer  season),  school 
was  taught  by  several  teachers,  among  them  E.  S. 
Bitting,  Benoville  X.  Schell,  Milton  H.  Mill,  Henry 
Schiflfert,  but  the  usual  teacher  has  been  John  N. 
Bitting. 

This  is  without  doubt  the  oldest  school  in  Lehigh 
County.  It  was  established  in  1735,  and  has  never 
since  been  discontinued. 

The  summer  schools  are  controlled  by  a  board  of 
three  trustees,  elected  by  the  members  of  the  associa- 
tion on  the  first  Saturday  of  March  each  year  for  a 
term  of  three  years.  The  present  board  is  composed 
of  Lewis  S.  Boeder,  one  year ;  Henry  S.  StautFer, 
two  years;  and  P.  W.  Flores,  three  years. 

Common  Schools  before  Division.— The  common- 
school  law  of  Pennsylvania  was  passed  in  the  year 
1834,  and  was  accepted  by  the  majority  of  the  voters 
of  Upper  Milford  at  the  annual  township  election, 
held  at  the  public-house  of  Solomon  Kemmerer,  on 
Friday,  March  17,  1843.  One  year  afterward,  on  the 
15th  day  of  March,  1844,  at  the  annual  township 
election,  the  first  school  board  of  Upper  Milford,  six 
directors,  was  elected,  as  follows :  William  Hittel  and 
Daniel  Stabler,  for  one  year ;  Willoughby  Gabel  and 
Saul  Wieder,  for  two  years ;  David  Kern  and  Anthony 
Krauss,  for  three  years. 

Pursuant  to  previous  notice  given  among  the  above- 
named  directors,  they  met  on  the  3d  day  of  April, 
1844,  at  the  public-house  of  Henry  Dillinger,  in  Dil- 
lingersville,  in  said  town.ship,  in  order  to  organize  and 
choose  their  officers  according  to  law. 

It  was  agreed  that  the  officers  be  chosen  by  ballot, 
and  after  counting  the  votes  it  appeared  that  the  fol- 
lowing-named persons  had  the  highest  number  of 
votes,  and  were  therefore  elected  as  such  for  the  en- 
suing year,  viz. :  Willoughby  Gabel,  president ;  Wil- 
liam Hittel,  secretary;  Anthony  Krauss,  treasurer. 

On  May  6,  1844,  another  meeting  was  held  by  the 
directors  at  the  public-house  of  Solomon  Kemmerer, 


for  the  purpose  of  levying  a  school-tax  according  to 
law,  and  the  first  school  tax  so  levied  on  the  inhabi- 
tauts  and  real  estate  owners  in  Upper  Milford  was 
!i;426.60. 

Several  other  meetings  were  held  during  the  summer 
of  1844  by  the  directors  and  the  trustees  of  the  respec- 
tive school  districts  of  Upper  Milford,  at  which  build- 
ing contracts  and  agreements  were  made  between  the 
board  of  directors  and  the  trustees  of  the  several 
school-houses  for  the  use  of  the  same  for  at  least  one 
term. 

It  was  also  resolved  to  establish  five  new  sub-dis- 
tricts, to  build  four  new  school-houses,  and  to  estab- 
lish one  school,  to  be  established  in  the  private  rooms 
of  Daniel  Schantz. 

Thirteen  old  sub-districts  were  accepted  from  their 
respective  trustees  by  the  directors,  and  agreements 
were  made  with  contractors  to  build  four  new  school- 
houses,  as  follows,  viz. : 

1.  At  Miller's  Mill,  built  by  George  Neumoyer,  as 
contractor,  at  $228.00. 

2.  At  Henry  Koch's,  built  by  William  Staufier,  as 
contractor,  at  $286.00. 

3.  At  George  Klein's,  built  by  Nathan  Stahl,  as 
contractor,  at  $162.25. 

4.  At  George  Carl's,  built  by  Nathan  Gery,  as  con- 
tractor, at  $181.00. 

There  were  also  eighteen  schools  established  in 
Upper  Milford  by  the  school  board  for  the  first  year, 
and  teachers  were  employed  as  follows,  viz. : 

1.  Dillingersville  school.      Joshua  Stabler,  teacher. 

2.  Zionsville  school.     Jacob  F.  Keil,  teacher. 

3.  Schwartz's  school.    Edward  F.  Reinhard,  teacher. 

4.  Brunner's  school.     Solomon  Fehr,  teacher. 

5.  Ortt's  school.     George  Blank,  teacher. 

6.  Kern's  school.     John  Schell,  teacher. 

7.  Kriebel's  school.     Charles  M.  Meekly,  teacher. 

8.  Krauss'  school.     John  J.  Thomas,  teacher. 

9.  Swamp  Church  school.    Joseph  Convoer,  teacher. 

10.  Chestnut  Hill  school.  Zacharias  Wagner, 
teacher. 

11.  Berkenstock  school.  Henry  B.  Schleiflfer, 
teacher. 

12.  Jacob  Weber's  (or  Miller's)  school.  Willoughby 
Artman,  teacher. 

13.  Euch's  school  (private  rooms).  M.  H.  Albright, 
teacher. 

14.  Daniel  Schantz's  (private  rooms).  Owen 
Rhoads,  teacher. 

15.  Miller's  Mill  (new  school-house).  AlbertBogen, 
teacher. 

16.  Koch's  (new  school-house).  John  Walter, 
teacher. 

17.  Klein's  (new  school-house).  Levi  H.  Thomp- 
son, teacher. 

18.  Carl's  (new  school-house).  Samuel  Kriebel, 
teacher. 

Agreements  were  made  with  the  above-named 
teachers  for  four  and  a  half  months,  of  twenty-four 
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days  each,  at  an  average  salary  of  $16.08  per  month ; 
schools  to  be  opened  on  the  first  Monday  of  Novem- 
ber (1844). 

The  first  report  of  the  directors  of  the  district  of 
Upper  Milford  for  the  year  ending  the  first  Monday 
in  June,  1845,  was  as  follows,  viz. : 

Whole  number  of  schools 18 

Average  number  of  months  tnught i]/2 

Number  of  male  teachers  (no  females) 18 

Average  salaries  per  month S16.08 

Number  of  male  scholars 584 

Number  of  female  scholars 38;^ 

Number  learning  German 4U7 

Average  number  of  scholars  in  each  school 5:i',\^ 

Cost  of  teaching  each  scholar  per  mouth SO-SS^ .. 

Amount  of  tax  levied $429,60  " 

Received  from  State  appropriation 6857.26 

Received  from  the  collector  of  school  tax 403.76 

Cost  of  instruction....: 1301.75 

Cost  of  fuel  and  contingencies 334.18}2 

Cost  of  school-house  purchasing,  building,  rent- 
ing, repairing,  etc 1059.52 

Rent  was  paid  for  school-houses  as  follows,  viz. : 

To  M.  H.  Albright,  for  school-room $10.00 

"  .John  Dubs,  for  Swamp  Church  school-house....  12.50 

"  Samuel  StaufFer,  for  Krauss'  school-house 15.00 

"  David  Kern,  for  Kern's  school-house 10.00 

S47.50 

The  school  board  for  the  year  1845-46  was  con- 
stituted as  follows :  Willoughby  Gabel  and  Saul 
Wieder,  one  year;  David  Kern  and  Anthony  Krauss, 
two  years  ;  Charles  Foster  and  Samuel  Stauffer,  three 
years.  Willoughby  Gabel  was  re-elected  president, 
Charles  Foster  secretary,  and  Anthony  Krauss  treas- 
urer. 

During  the  summer  of  1845  four  new  sub-school 
districts  were  established  and  five  new  school-houses 
erected,  agreements  for  which  were  made  as  follows, 
viz.:  1,  in  the  Ortt's  (old  district),  to  build  a  new 
school-house,  the  contract  was  given  to  William 
Weidner  at  $250;  2,  Johnson's  (new  district),  con- 
tract   to    John   Schaffer   aud   Enos   Nace   at  $271 ; 

3,  Dietz's  (new  district),  contract  to  Samuel  Derr  at 
$288 ;  4,  Eberhard's  (new  district),  contract  to  Nathan 
Gery  at  $265 ;  5,  Dubs'  (new  district),  contract  to 
David  Hill  at  $209. 

The  following  six  districts  were  discontinued,  viz. . 
1,  Swamp  Church;  2,  Chestnut  Hill;  3,  Berkenstocks ; 

4,  Weber's  (or  Miller's) ;  5,  John  Ruch's ;  and  6,  Daniel 
Schantz's,  leaving  sixteen  sub-districts  for  the  next 
school  term ;  for  which  the  following  persons  were 
employed  as  teachers :  1,  Dillingersville,  Joshua 
Stabler ;  2,  Zionsville,  Thomas  L.  Worthington ;  3, 
Schwartz,  Edward  F.  Reinhard ;  4,  Brunner's,  Sol- 
omon Fehr ;  5,  Ortt's,  John  Schell;  6,  Kern,  John  F. 
Klein  ;  7,  Kriebel's,  John  Wieder;  8,  Krauss',  Joshua 
K.  Yeakel;  9,  Dubs',  Philip  Mumbouer;  10,  Carl's, 
Samuel  Kriebel ;  11,  Dietz,  John  J.  Thomas ;  12, 
Eberhard's,  Joseph  Conover ;  13,  Johnson's,  Wil- 
loughby Horlacher ;  14,  Klein's,  Aaron  S.  Wagner ; 
15,  Miller's  Mill,  Albert  Bogen;  16,  Koch,  Henry  B. 
Schleiffer.  The  term  was  four  months,  at  an  average 
salary  of  $17,061. 

The  report  for  the  year  ending  the  first  Monday  of 
June,  1846,  was  as  follows : 


Number  of  schools 16 

Average  number  of  months  taught 4 

Number  of  male  teachers 16 

Average  salary  per  month $17.06J4 

Whole  number  of  male  scholars 545 

Whole  number  of  female  scholars 309 

Whole  number  learning  German 374 

Average  number  of  scholars  in  each  school 57J.^ 

Cost  of  each  scholar  per  month 50.32 

Amount  of  tax  levied,  $733.11 ;  received  from  State  appropriation, 
8343;  tax  received  from  collector,  8659.94;  cost  of  instruction,  81091.35; 
building  and  repairing,  $1402.44;  rent,  815;  fuel,  etc.,  $297.58 ;  balance 
in  hand,  $3445.34. 

For  the  year  1846-47,  the  school  board  stood  as  fol- 
lows, viz.:  David  Kern  (one  year),  president;  An- 
thony Krauss  (one  year),  treasurer;  Charles  Foster 
(two  years),  and  Samuel  Stauflfer  (two  years),  Daniel 
S.  Yeakel  (three  years),  and  Joshua  Stabler  (two 
years),  secretary.  This  year  no  alterations  were  made 
in  the  sub-districts,  with  the  exception  of  purchasing 
the  school-house  in  Kern's,  and  one  in  Krauss's 
district,  each  at  two  hundred  and  fifty-three  dollars. 
Sixteen  teachers  were  employed  to  teach  the  different 
schools  at  seventeen  dollars  per  month,  for  a  term  of 
four  months,  to  commence  on  the  first  Monday  in 
November,  1846. 

For  the  year  1847-48,  the  school-board  was  Samuel 
Slauflfer  (one  year),  president;  and  Charles  Foster 
(one  year),  treasurer;  Joshua  Stabler,  secretary;  and 
Daniel  S.  Yeakel,  each  two  years ;  Lewis  M.  Engel- 
man  and  Charles  Burkhalter,  each  three  years.  The 
board  employed  sixteen  teachers  for  four  months,  at 
eighteen  dollars  per  month.  The  male  scholars  num- 
bered 512 ;  female,  361 ;  total,  873 ;  learning  English, 
537;  learning  German,  336.  Cost  of  instruction,  Sllo2; 
cost  of  each  scholar  per  month,  .s33i ;  tax  levied, 
$847. 

For  the  year  1848^9,  the  directors  were  Henry 
Mohr  (president),  three  years;  Joshua  Stabler  (secre- 
tary), one  year;  Daniel  S.  Yeakel,  one  year;  and 
David  Gehman,  three  years ;  Lewis  M.  Engelman  and 
Charles  Burkhalter,  each  two  years.  Sixteen  school- 
teachers employed  at  eighteen  dollars  per  month,  for 
a  term  of  five  months. 

For  the  year  1849-50,  the  school  board  was  John 
Miller  (elected  in  place  of  Lewis  Engelman,  who 
moved  out  of  the  district),  one  year;  and  Charles 
Burkhalter,  one  year;  David  Gehman,  and  Henry 
Mohr  (president),  e;ich  two  years;  Charles  Foster 
(treasurer),  and  Joshua  Stabler  (secretary),  each  three 
years. 

The  school  board  for  1850-51  consisted  of  Henry 
Mohr  (president)  and  David  Gehman,  each  one  year; 
Joshua  Stabler  (secretary)  and  Charles  Foster  (treas- 
urer), each  two  years  ;  John  Miller  and  Henry  Jordan, 
each  three  years. 

In  the  year  1850  a  new  sub-district  was  established, 
and  a  new  school-house  built  by  David  Gehman,  con- 
tractor, at  two  hundred  and  eighty-five  dollars.  The 
district  was  called  Schantz's.  Seventeen  teachers 
were  employed  for  five  months,  at  eighteen  dollars 
per  month. 

In  1851-52  the  following  persons   constituted  the 
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school  board  :  Charles  Foster  (treasurer)  and  Joshua 
Stabler  (secretary),  each  one  year ;  John  Miller  (presi- 
dent) and  Henry  Jordan,  each  two  years;  Abraham 
Pearson  and  Samuel  StaufFer,  each  three  years. 

The  school  board  for  the  year  1852  consisted  of 
Henry  Jordan  and  John  Miller  (president),  each  to 
serve  one  year;  Abraham  Pearson  and  Samuel  StaufFer 
(secretary ) ,  two  years ;  Charles  W.  Wieand  and  Charles 
B.  Shimer,  three  years ;  Charles  Foster  (treasurer,  but 
not  director).  This  was  the  last  board  of  directors  of 
Upper  Milford,  previous  to  its  division. 

During  the  summer  of  1852  one  new  school-house 
was  built  in  Schwartz's  sub-district,  for  which  agree- 
ment was  made  with  George  Neumoyer,  as  contractor, 
at  two  hundred  and  seventy-two  dollars.  A  new  sub- 
district,  called  Schantz's  Mill,  was  also  established, 
and  the  school-house  was  built  by  three  trustees,  John 
Ortt,  Jr.,  William  Schantz,  and  Daniel  Klein,  Jr.,  for 
the  amount  of  §351.41. 

The  district  was  now  composed  of  eighteen  sub- 
districts,  as  follows : 


Districts. 


Teachers. 


Brunner'8 John  B.  Poerner. 

Carl's Thomas  Zeislove. 

Dietz's Lewis  M.  Engelmau. 

Dillioger's Cbs.  F.  Schautz. 

Dubs' Tilshman  Schmoyer. 

Eberhard's M,  H.  Albright. 

Klein's  John  Glace. 

Johnson's Urias  Engleman. 

Krauss' Daniel  W.  Ehl. 

Kern's James  Lynch. 

Koch's Ohs.  H.  Blank. 

Kriebel's Daniel  Bothenberger. 

Ortt's Solomon  Schiffert. 

Miller's  Mill Edwin  H.  Blank. 

Scliantz's  Mill... George  William  Brinker. 

Sch\Nartz'8 Jared  Ott. 

Schantz's William  T.  Cramer. 

Zionsville Thomas  Lynch. 


The  report  of  the  schools  was  as  follows,  viz. : 

No.  of  schools 18 

No.  of  months'  school 4^ 

No.  of  teachers  (all  male) 18 

Salaries  per  month $18.00 

No.  of  male  scholars 533 

No.  of  female  scholars 401 

Learning  German 285 

Average  No.  of  scholars  in  each  school 51| 

Cost  of  teaching  each  scholar  per  month 80.34§ 

Tax  levied S1200.00 

Received  school-tax 1211.68 

Cost  of  instruction 1488.00 

Fuel  and  contingencies 227.44 

Building,  renting,  etc 685.00 

Received  State  appropriation 325.00 

Balance  in  hands  of  treasurer 2324.50^ 

On  Dec.  6,  1852,  the  district  was  separated  into 
Upper  and  Lower  Milford,  a  line  being  run  through 
the  middle  of  the  district,  from  northeast  to  south- 
west. Each  of  the  separate  districts  contained  nine 
sub-districts. 

The  following  amounts  were  paid  for  the  educa- 
tion of  the  poor  children  of  Upper  Milford  (before 
division)  : 

1828 «5.63  ;  1836 f64.86 

1830 25.66  ^  1837 112.U4 

1833 41.09      1838 148.12 

1834 46.39      1839 211.47 

1836 108.80  I 

Upper  Milford  (before  division)  drew  the  following 
appropriations  from  the  State  for  the  public  schools : 


1844 

S6,857.26 

1849 

8310.37 

1845 

(interest) 

142.80 

1860 

329.20 

1845 

443.00 

1861 

.320.08 

1846 

350.00 

1862 

326.08 

1847 

3.50.00 
325,61 

1863 

161.20 

1848 

$10,009.60 

Schools  of  Upper  Milford  (after  Division).— 

On  the  6th  of  December,  1852,  Upper  Milford  was 
divided  into  Upper  and  Lower  Milford  (two  equal 
districts). 

Upper  Milford  School  District  contained  after 
division  nine  sub-districts. 

The  school  board  for  1853-54  was  constituted  as 
follows:  David  Hiestand,  to  serve  three  years;  Fried- 
erich  Sigmund,  three  years;  Peter  Henninger,  two 
years;  John  Ortt,  two  years;  Charles  B.  Shimer,  one 
year ;  Charles  W.  Wieand,  one  year.  The  board 
elected  C.  W.  Wieand,  president ;  Friederich  Sig- 
mund, secretary  ;  Charles  Foster,  treasurer. 

For  the  same  year  (1853-54)  the  board  employed 
the  following  gentlemen  as  teachers :  1,  Brunner's, 
William  H.  Wieder;  2,  Kern's,  Cbs.  H.  Blank;  3, 
Koch's,  Thomas  K.  Zeisslove;  4,  Kriebel's,  Samuel 
Kriebel;  5,  Miller's  Mill,  George  W.  Hartzell;  6, 
Ortt's,  Solomon  Schiffert ;  7,  Schantz's  Mill,  George 
W.  Brinker;  8,  Schwartz's,  Solomon  Daubert;  9, 
Zionsville,  Charles  W.  Wieand.  All  were  employed 
for  four  and  a  half  months,  at  eighteen  dollars  per 
month. 

The  report  showed, — 

Balance  in  hand  of  treasurer,  as  per  statement  of  old  Upper 

Milford  board , J1162.26 

Tax  levied,  etc.,  and  collected 631.31 

From  other  sources -. 297.65 


Cost  of  instruction $729.00 

All  other  expenses 128  82 

Balance  in  hand  of  treasurer 1233.29 


$2091.11 


$2091.11 


In  the  year  1855  there  was  a  new  sub-district  estab- 
lished in  Powder  Valley,  called  Powder  or  Schu- 
bert's district.  A  new  school-house  was  also  built  by 
William  Weidner,  a  contractor,  for  four  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars.  Ten  teachers  were  employed  for  four 
and  a  half  months,  at  twenty  dollars  per  month. 
Male  scholars,  256 ;  female,  215  ;  average  attendance, 
252. 

In  1856-57  the  sub-districts,  with  their  respective 
teachers,  were  as  follows : 

No.  1. — Schwartz's S.  J.  Daubert. 

"  2.— Schantz's Samuel  C.  Lee. 

"  3. — Brunner's Edward  Bitting. 

"  4.— Ortt's J.  G.  Freed. 

"  6. — Zionsville M.  W.  StaufFer. 

"  6. — Powder S.  C.  Butterwick. 

"  7.— Kriebel's A.  W.  Stauffor. 

"  8.— Koch's Uriah  Burkert. 

"  9. — Kern's Abr.  M.  Schantz. 

"  10. — Miller's J.  A.  Wimmer. 

The  teachers  were  employed  five  months,  at  $24.80 
per  month  (average). 

In  1882-83  the  number  of  schools  was  fourteen. 
Teachers  same,  for  five  months,  at  thirty-two  dollars 
per  month.  The  cost  of  instruction  was  two  thou- 
sand four  hundred  and  forty  dollars. 

The  duplicate  of  the  school-tax  was  $2368.03 ; 
building  tax,  $1015.54. 
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Schwartz's  sub-district  school  (No.  1)  is  situated 
on  the  northern  part  of  Upper  Milford.  The  present 
school-house  is  situated  on  the  public  road  leading 
from  Emaus  to  Shimersville,  and  about  one  and  one- 
eighth  miles  southwest  from  Emaus.  In  this  sub-dis- 
triot  there  was  a  school  established  about  the  year 
1800,  in  an  old  distillery  building  on  the  premises  of 
Christian  Steininger  (or  later  Lynn),  and  kept  there 
for  several  years.  About  the  year  1812  there  was  an- 
other school  established,  and  a  school-house  erected 
on  the  premises  of  Peter  Schwartz.  (This  old  school- 
house  is  still  on  the  premises  of  Francis  Schwartz,  and 
is  situated  about  one-quarter  of  a  mile  southwest  from 
the  present  school-house,  but  it  is  in  ruins. )  The  teach- 
ers who  had  employment  there  were  David  Baszler, 

Gerhard,   Jonathan   Dorward,  Charles   Miller, 

Henry  Fusz,  J.  Adam  Schneiter,  Philip  Mumbauer, 
Chs.  W.  Wieand,  Charles  Mohr,  John  Berndt,  John 
Fingado.  In  the  year  1844  the  common-school  board 
of  Upper  Milford  made  application  to  the  trustees  of 
this  old  school-house — William  Shantz  and  Philip 
Dany- — for  the  use  of  the  school-house.  The  school 
board  employed  as  teacher  in  this  sub-district  Edward 
Reinhard,  for  a  term  of  four  and  a  half  months,  at 
sixteen  dollars  per  month.  The  first  report  of  this 
school  was :  whole  number  of  scholars,  seventy-three 
(forty  males  and  thirty-three  females),  of  which  thirty- 
three  studied  German.  The  school  board  used  this  old 
school-house  for  the  use  of  the  common  schools  for 
eight  years,  until  18.53,  during  which  time  school 
was  taught  by  the  following  teachers  (from  1844-52), 
Edward  Reinhard  (1844^46),  John  Finkada  (1846-47), 
Josiah  W.  Stauffer  (1847-48),  Edward  H.  M.  Sell 
(1848-49)  William  Behm  (fifty-five  days),  George 
Fetter  (twenty-four  days),  and  James  I.  Tool  (forty- 
one  days  (1849-50),  Chs.  Blank  (1850-52),  and  Jared 
Ott  (1852-53).  In  the  year  1853  there  was  a  new 
school-house  erected  by  the  board — George  Neu- 
moyer,  contractor — for  two  hundred  and  eighty-five 
dollars.  This  house  was  erected  about  one-quarter  of 
a  mile  northeast  from  the  old  building.  David  Klein, 
Peter  Henninger,  and  David  Schaffer  were  trustees. 
Since  the  erection  of  the  new  school-house  school  has 
been  taught  by  the  following  gentlemen,  viz. :  Solo- 
mon J.  Daubert,  George  M.  Kunkel,  Wilson  Hart- 
zell,  M.  H.  Lehman,  and  C.  H.  Jordan,  the  present 
teacher.  The  present  school  term  is  five  months,  at 
thirty- two  dollars  per  month. 

Schantz's  Mill  school  (No.  2)  is  situated  on  the 
public  road  leading  from  Vera  Cruz  to  Emaus,  in 
Upper  Milford,  about  one-fourth  of  a  mile  north- 
west from  Vera  Cruz.  This  district  was  established 
in  the  year  1852  by  the  board  of  directors  of  common 
schools  of  Upper  Milford  (before  division).  It  was 
formed  from  parts  of  Ortt'a,  Brunner's,  and  Schwartz's 
Districts.  A  school-house  was  built  the  same  year  by 
the  trustees,  at  a  cost  of  three  hundred  and  fifty-one 
dollars  and  forty-one  cents.  The  first  teacher  em- 
ployed  at    this    school-house   was    George    William 


Brinker,  for  a  term  of  four  and  a  half  months,  at 
eighteen  dollars  per  month.  Since  then  the  school 
has  been  taught  by  Samuel  C.  Lee,  Francis  Schwartz, 
and  John  R.  Sturm. 

In  the  year  1880  the  old  school-house  was  sold  by 
the  board  of  directors  to  Henry  Schelly  for  one  hun- 
dred and  forty-nine  dollars ;  and  the  same  year  a 
large  two-story  stone  school-house  was  erected  on  the 
hill  above  Vera  Cruz.  In  this  school-house  a  pri- 
mary and  a  secondary  school  were  established. 

This  school  has  been  taught  by  John  R.  Sturm 
(primary),  and  J.  J.  Hauser  (secondary),  and  W.  F. 
Bitting  (secondary)  since  1883,  and  Miss  Rosie  L. 
Downly  (primary)  since  1883.  The  teachers  are  em- 
ployed for  five  months,  at  thirty-two  dollars  per 
month. 

The  school-house  in  Brunner'.s  School  District  (No. 
3)  is  situated  on  the  public  road  leading  from  Vera 
Cruz  to  Saucon,  about  half  a  mile  northeast  from 
Vera  Cruz  Station,  in  Upper  Milford.  This  school 
was  originally  called  Bildhaus  school-house,  and 
was  established  about  the  year  1818  by  Jacob  Bild- 
haus, in  his  private  rooms,  and  Jacob  Oberholtzer,  a 
professional,  was  the  first  teacher.  A  few  years  after- 
wards a  new  school-house  was  erected  in  the  neigh- 
borhood, and  on  the  premises  of  William  Brunner,  in 
which  school  was  continued  by  several  teachers  until 
1844.  In  this  year  (May  31, 1844)  the  school-house 
was  offered  by  two  of  the  trustees — Abraham  Mill 
and  Thomas  Reinbold — to  the  school  board  of  Upper 
Milford  for  their  use,  and  was  accepted.  In  the  year 
1866  there  was  erected  a  new  stone  school-house,  at  a 
cost  of  nine  hundred  and  eighty  dollars  and  seventy 
cents.  The  first  teacher  employed  by  the  common- 
school  board  was  Solomon  Fehr,  for  two  terms,  four 
and  a  half  months  each,  at  sixteen  dollars  per  month. 
The  whole  number  of  scholars  in  1844  was  forty-six 
(twenty-nine  male  and  seventeen  female),  of  whom 
twenty  were  studying  German  ;  and  in  1845^6  fifty- 
seven  scholars  (thirty-six  male  and  twenty-one  fe- 
male), of  whom  twenty-five  studied  German.  The 
teachers  employed  at  this  school- house  were  L.  M. 
Engelman,  Uriah  Brunner,  William  Behm,  Edward 
Bitting,  John.  B.  Poener,  William  H.  Welder,  C.  H. 
Foster,  M.  W.  Staufier,  Paul  Wald,  Addison  Bern- 
hard,  M.  Schneiter,  J.  N.  Bitting,  E.  S.  Bitting,  W.  F. 
Bitting,  0.  W.  Buskirk,  and  J.  J.  Hauser,  the  present 
teacher.  The  last  board  of  trustees  in  1853  was  Peter 
Brunner,  Peter  Stout,  and  Solomon  Bachman. 

Ortt's  school  (in  District  No.  4)  is  situated  on  the 
public  road  leading  from  Zionsville  to  Coopersburg,  and 
about  one  mile  southeast  from  Vera  Cruz.  This  school 
was  established,  and  the  first  log  school-house  erected, 
about  the  year  1820,  by  the  people  of  the  district,  on  the 
premises  of  John  Ortt.  The  first  teacher  in  this  dis- 
trict was  Philip  Mumbauer,  a  professional  teacher  in 
the  German  as  well  as  in  the  English  language.  John 
Hemert  also  taught  in  this  school-house  in  1820. 
In  the  years  1822-25,  James  Tagert  taught  school 
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in  this  school-house.  He  is  reported  a  successful 
English  teacher.  lu  the  years  1842  and  1844  school 
was  taught  by  James  Ortt.  In  the  year  1844  this 
school-house  and  district  were  accepted  by  the  board 
of  the  common  schools  of  Upper  Milford  as  a  sub- 
district,  and  they  employed  for  the  same  year  George 
Blank  as  teacher,  who  taught  the  last  school  in  the  old 
school-house.  In  the  year  1845  a  new  school-house 
was  erected  by  the  board,  about  one-eighth  of  a  mile 
farther  west,  on  the  premises  of  Jacob  Schantz.  Wil- 
liam Weidner  was  contractor. 

In  this  house  school  was  kept  by  John  Schell,  Joshua 
Stabler,  John  M.  Engelman,  Charles  F.  Schantz,  Sol- 
omon Schiffert,  Charles  H.  Reinbold,  J.  G.  Freed,  A. 
H.  Federolf,  A.  B.  Keck,  Daniel  Klein,  Joseph  L. 
Romig,  Clinton  T.  Engelman,  Charles  B.  Horlacher, 
C.  Z.  Bassler,  Charles  Bitting,  Oswin  Erdman,  Moses 
G.  Weber,  and  William  Weiss,  etc.,  until  1872.  In 
that  year  the  third  school-house  was  erected  in  this 
district  by  the  board, — a  stone  building  which  cost 
over  one  thousand  dollars.  In  this  new  school-house 
the  following  teachers  taught:  D.  Bechtel,  C.  W. 
Berndt,  W.  F.  Bitting,  and  A.  H.  Pearson  (present 
teacher).  In  1845  the  whole  number  of  scholars  was 
sixty-five, — forty-one  male  and  twenty-four  female, 
— of  whom  thirty-seven  were  learning  German.  In 
1853  the  whole  number  of  scholars  was  fifty-three, — 
thirty-two  male  and  twenty-one  female.  From  1820 
until  1853  this  school-house  and  district  was  con- 
trolled by  three  trustees.  The  last  board  of  trustees, 
in  1853,  was  Daniel  Mohr,  David  Musselman,  and 
George  Walter. 

Zionsville  school  (No.  5)  is  situated  in  the  village  of 
Zionsville.  It  was  established  previous  to  the  year 
1760  as  a  "  Gemein  Schule"  (church  school),  and  no 
doubt  as  a  union  school  of  both  churches  (the  Re- 
formed and  Lutheran  congregations),  and  was  con- 
tinued as  a  church  school  for  many  years,  under 
control  of  the  trustees  of  both  churches. 

In  the  year  1844  the  school-house  was  offered  by  the 
trustees— Jacob  Hillegas,  John  Wieder,  and  Jacob 
Schneider— to  the  board  of  directors,  and  was  accepted, 
and  Jacob  F.  Keil  was  employed  to  teach  the  school. 
He  reported  the  whole  number  of  scholars  to  be  sixty- 
three  (forty  male  and  twenty-three  female),  of  whom 
twenty-three  learned  German.  In  the  year  1874  the 
school  board  purchased  from  Charles  W.  Wieand  half 
an  acre  of  ground  for  one  hundred  dollars,  on  which  a 
large  stone  school-house  with  a  steeple  was  erected, 
at  a  cost  of  over  twelve  hundred  dollars.  The  old 
school-house  was  sold  by  the  trustees  of  the  churches 
at  public  sale  to  the  highest  bidder,  and  within 
thirty  days  thereafter  was  taken  away.  The  names 
of  the  teachers  who  have  taught  school  at  this  place 
since  1844  are  as  follows,  viz. :  Thomas  L.  Worthing- 
ton,  Aaron  S.  Wagner,  Adam  Snyder,  Silas  Christman, 
John  G.  Glace,  Thomas  R.  Lynch,  Charles  W.  Wie- 
and, M.  W.  Stauflfer,  W.  B.  K.  Johnson,  J.  R.  Diller, 
Sall'ie  Wieand,  E.  Strunk,  Laurentius  Weaver,  J.  W. 
25 


StaufTer,  George  W.  Bassler,  George  W.  Boeder,  Leon 
Snyder,  and  J.  D.  S.  Kneller  (present  teacher).  For 
the  present  year  the  teacher's  salary  is  thirty-two 
dollars  per  month  for  five  months. 

The  "Powder,"  or  Schubert's,  school-house  (No.  6) 
is  situated  in  the  Powder,  or  Indian,  Valley,  on  the 
public  road  leading  from  the  Hereford  and  Shimers- 
ville  turnpike  to  the  Hosensack  Valley,  and  about  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  northwest  from  the  village  of  Powder 
Valley.  This  school  sub-district  was  established  in 
the  year  1855,  and  was  formed  from  parts  of  the 
Kriebel's  and  Zionsville  sub-districts.  A  school-house 
was  built  the  same  year  by  William  Weidner,  as  con- 
tractor, for  four  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  and  the  first 
teacher  was  employed  at  the  same  time  for  the  term  of 
four  and  a  half  months,  at  twenty  dollars  per  month. 
The  names  of  the  teachers  who  have  taught  here  are  as 
follows  :  S.  L.  Butterwick  (first  teacher),  Fr.  Scharter, 
Christian  Schultz,  J.  B.  Yeakel,  M.  V.  Kunkel,  Wil- 
liam Wieand,  J.  Y.  Moyer,  H.  W.  Stauflfer,  A.  E. 
Stabler,  W.  R.  Fluck,  and  P.  K.  Mayer,  the  present 
teacher.  The  present  term  is  five  months,  at  thirty- 
two  dollars  per  month. 

The  school-house  at  Kriebel's  sub-district  (No.  7) 
is  situated  on  the  Hereferd  and  Shimersville  turnpike, 
and  about  one  and  three-quarter  miles  southwest  from 
Zionsville.  This  school  was  established  by  the  in- 
habitants of  the  district  previous  to  the  year  1810, 
and  at  the  same  time  a  school-house  was  erected  on 
the  premises  of  Christian  Mensch  (later  those  of  Ben- 
jamin Kriebel),  near  the  grist-mill  at  present  owned 
by  Charles  W.  Wieand,  Esq.,  in  the  Perkiomen  Val- 
ley. In  this  house  school  was  taught  over  thirty-five 
years  previous  to  the  acceptance  of  the  common-school 
law  (1844),  by  Benjamin  Kriebel,  Jacob  Oberholtzer, 
Samuel  Kriebel,  Adam  Schweiter,  and  others.  The 
school  was  always  controlled  by  a  board  of  trustees. 
In  the  year  1844  this  school-house  was  offered  to  the 
board  of  directors  of  the  common  schools  of  Upper 
Milford,  and'  was  accepted,  and  Charles  Meekly  was 
employed  to  teach  the  school  for  one  term  of  four  and 
a  half  months,  at  sixteen  dollars  per  month.  He  re- 
ported seventy-five  scholars  (forty-seven  male  and 
twenty-eight  female),  of  whom  forty  learned  German. 
The  trustees  of  this  school-house,  with  whom  the 
agreement  was  made,  were  Jacob  Rothenberger  and 
William  Weidner.  Since  1845  this  school  has  been 
taught  by  John  Weider,  Albert  Bogen,  Samuel 
Kriebel,  M.  W.  Stauflfer,  Charles  Snyder,  and  David 
B.  Rothenberger.  In  1853  the  district  of  Upper  Mil- 
ford was  divided,  and  Kriebel's  sub-district  was  in- 
cluded in  the  present  Upper  Milford.  Since  1853  the 
school  has  been  taught  by  the  following  teachers  : 
Jacob  Schneider,  A.  M.  Stauflfer,  Albert  M.  Sigmund, 
Charles  H.  Buchecker,  Martin  K.  Laudenschlaeger, 
J.  Y.  Moyer,  George  W.  Boeder,  W.  H.  Leopold,  and 
S.  Y.  Bortz,  the  present  teacher.  The  present  term  is 
five  months,  at  thirty-two  dollars  per  month. 

In  the  year  1882  the  board  of  directors  purchased 
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from  Benjamin  Yoder  about  one-half  acre  of  ground 
for  one  hundred  and  ten  dollars,  on  which  the  present 
school-house  was  erected,  at  a  cost  of  $996.01. 

Koch's  school  (No.  8)  is  situated  in  Upper  Milford, 
on  the  public  road  leading  from  Shimersville  to  Siesz- 
holtzville,  about  two  miles  west  from  Shimersville. 
This  district  was  established  by  the  school  directors 
in  the  first  year  of  the  common  schools  in  Upper  Mil- 
ford  (1844).  The  same  year  a  school-house  was 
erected  by  William  StaufFer,  contractor,  lor  two  hun- 
dred and  thirty-six  dollars.  John  Walter  was  em- 
ployed to  teach  the  school  the  first  term,  for  four  and 
one-half  months,  at  sixteen  dollars  per  month.  The 
first  report  of  this  school  showed  fifty-five  scholars 
(thirty-six  male  and  eighteen  female),  of  whom 
twenty-eight  were  learning  German.  The  names  of 
the  teachers  who  taught  school  at  this  place  since 
Walter  are  Henry  B.  Schleiifer,  Samuel  Kriebel,  John 
Schell,  Albert  Bogen,  Adam  Schneider,  Chs.  H.  Blank 
(until  1853). 

In  1853  the  district  of  Upper  Milford  was  divided 
into  Upper  and  Lower  Milford,  since  which  time  the 
school  has  been  taught  by  the  following  teachers,  viz. . 
Thomas  K.  Zeislove,  Uriah  Burkert,  J.  J.  Brunner,  B. 
X.  Schell,  M.  W.  Stauffer,  M.  Neumoyer,  O.  F.  Gery, 
M.  H.  Brensinger,  and  others.  In  the  year  1868  there 
was  a  large  stone  school-house  erected  in  Koch's  sub- 
district,  at  a  cost  of  over  one  thousand  dollars.  The 
present  teacher  at  this  school-house  is  M.  H.  Bren- 
singer. 

Kern's  school  (No.  9)  is  situated  in  Upper  Milford, 
about  one-quarter  of  a  mile  northeast  from  Shimers- 
ville, on  the  public  road  leading  from  Shimersville  to 
Emaus.  This  school  district  was,  no  doubt,  estab- 
lished by  the  people  of  that  neighborhood  previous  to 
the  year  1820,  and  the  school-house,  no  doubt,  erected 
the  same  year.  In  this  house  school  was  taught  until 
about  the  year  1843,  in  which  year  a  new  school-house 
was  erected.  In  the  year  1844,  May  31st,  this  new 
school-house  was  oifered  by  the  trustees 'to  the  board 
of  directors  for  their  use,  and  the  board  accepted  the 
offer,  and  agreed  to  pay  ten  dollars  rent  for  one  term. 
The  first  teacher  employed  by  the  directors  to  teach 
school  at  this  place  was  John  Schell.  He  reported 
sixty  scholars  (thirty-nine  male  and  twenty-one  fe- 
male), of  whom  seventeen  learned  German.  In  the 
year  1846  the  school-house  was  purchased  by  the 
directors  for  two  hundred  and  fifty-three  dollars.  In 
1865  there  was  a  large  stone  school-house  built  at  this 
place  by  the  directors  at  a  cost  of  about  one  thousand 
dollars. 

The  following  persons  have  taught  school  at  this 
place  :  Previous  to  division — John  Schell,  John  Klein, 
Edward  Schultz,  Amos  E.  Heller,  A.  J.  Brunner, 
George  W.  Weikel,  J.  W.  Staufier,  and  James  Lynch. 
Since  division — Charles  H.  Blank,  W.  W.  Meekly,  J. 

D.  Eberhard,  A.  M.  Schantz,  Henry  Longstreth,  J. 

E.  Hunsicker,  M.  X.  Kunkel,  Leon  Snyder,  SaniuJl 
0.  Lee,  J.  B.  Kerchner,  J.  W.  Eothenberger,  and 


William  S.  Bachman,  the  present  teacher.  The 
present  term  is  five  months,  at  thirty-two  dollars  per 
month. 

Miller's  Mill  school  (No.  10)  is  situated  on  the 
public  road  leading  from  the  Shimersville  and  Ma- 
cungie  turnpike  to  Emaus,  and  in  a  straight  line 
about  one  and  one-quarter  miles  northwest  from  Shi- 
mersville. This  sub-district  was  established  in  the 
year  1844,  in  the  neighborhood  of  Miller's  Mill,  by 
the  directors  of  the  common  schools  of  Upper  Mil- 
ford, and  the  same  year  a  school-house  was  built  by 
George  Neumoyer,  as  contractor,  for  two  hundred 
and  twenty-eight  dollars.  The  first  teacher  employed 
at  this  place  was  Albert  Bogen,  for  four  and  one-half 
months,  at  sixteen  dollars  per  month.  The  school 
had  sixty-two  scholars  (thirty -three  male  and  twenty- 
nine  female),  of  whom  thirty-three  learned  German. 
The  following  teachers  have  taught  here  since  Bogen : 
Joseph  Needier,  Samuel  Kriebel,  Thomas  J.  Lynch, 
Aaron  S.  Wagner,  Edwin  H.  Blank  (1853),  George 
W.  Hartzel,  Levi  Miess,  J.  A.  Wimmer,  M.  R.  Shaffer, 
A.  S.  Jordan,  H.  Hinkel,  A.  Bernhard,  Martin  Dif- 
fenderfer,  0.  D.  Butterwick,  and  J.  R.  Sturm  (present 
teacher). 

The  present  term  is  five  months,  at  thirty-two  dol- 
lars per  month.  In  the  year  1873  there  was  erected 
in  this  district  a  large  stone  school-house,  at  a  cost  of 
about  twelve  hundred  dollars. 

The  school-house  in  the  new  sub-district  (Geisen- 
ger's,  No.  11)  is  situated  near  Zionsville  Station. 
The  sub-district  was  established  by  the  directors  of 
common  schools  of  Upper  Milford,  in  1874,  and  was 
formed  from  parts  of  "  Orth's,"  "  Powder,"  and  es- 
pecially from  the  Zionsville  sub-district.  About  one- 
quarter  of  an  acre  of  land  was  purchased  from  Abra- 
ham Geisenger,  on  which  the  same  year  a  large  stone 
school-house  was  erected,  at  a  cost  of  about  twelve 
hundred  dollars.  The  first  teacher  in  this  new  school- 
house  was  John  N.  Bitting,  employed  in  1874,  for  a 
term  of  five  months,  at  forty  dollars  per  month. 
Since  his  time  school  has  been  taught  by  H.  J.  Schif- 
fert,  Dan.  Klein,  B.  X.  Schell,  and  Morris  L.  Schantz, 
the  present  teacher. 

Berger's  (or  Kemmerer's)  School,  No.  12,  is  in  the 
most  northern  part  of  Upper  Milford.  The  school- 
house  is  situated  on  a  public  road,  about  one-quarter 
of  a  mile  west  from  Emaus.  This  sub-district  school 
was  formed  by  the  directors  in  1876  from  parts  of 
Schwartz's  and  Brunuer's  sub-districts. 

The  school-house  was  built  the  same  year  (a  brick 
building,  twenty-eight  by  thirty-two  feet,  with  patent 
desks),  at  a  cost  of  over  twelve  hundred  dollars.  The 
teachers  who  taught  here  have  been  Oliver  W.  Bus- 
kirk,  P.  P.  Nuss,  J.  D.  L.  Heister,  and  Milton  H. 
Lehman,  the  present  teacher.  The  present  term  is 
five  months,  at  thirty-two  dollars  per  month. 

Hampton  (or  Sigmund)  school,  No.  3,  is  situated 
near  the  old  Hampton  Furnace.  This  sub-district 
was  established  in  1880,  and  formed  from   parts  of 
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Koch's,  Kriebel's,  and  Zionsville  sub-districts.  In 
the  same  year  the  board  of  directors  purchased  from 
William  Kausch  one-quarter  of  an  acre  of  land,  on 
which  a  large  stone  school-house  was  erected  at  a  cost 
of  nearly  one  thousand  dollars.  The  teachers  here 
have  been  C.  P.  Heller,  A.  E.  Heimbach,  and  others. 
The  teacher  for  the  present  term  is  0.  F.  Gery. 

Common  Schools  of  Lower  Milford.— At  the  first 
election  in  Lower  Milford,  held  at  the  public-house  of 
Solomon  Kemmerer  on  March  18,  1853,  for  the  elec- 
tion of  their  first  township  olBcers,  the  following  gen- 
tlemen were  elected  school  directors :  Aaron  Dubbs, 
one  year  ;  William  C.  Boeder,  one  year ;  Daniel  S. 
Yeakel,  two  years;  Abraham  Pearson,  two  years; 
Samuel  Stauffer,  three  years ;  Samuel  Hottel,  three 
years.  On  their  first  meeting,  on  the  11th  of  April, 
they  organized  as  follows:  Aaron  Dubbs,  president; 
William  C.  Eoeder,  treasurer  ;  Samuel  Stauffer,  sec- 
retary. Lower  Milford  School  District  was  at  that 
time  composed  of  nine  sub-districts,  as  follows,  viz.  : 
Dillingersville,  Krauss',  Klein's,  Carl's,  Johnson's, 
Dietz's,  Dubs',  Eberhard's,  Schantz's, 

The  amount  in  hand  of  the  treasurer,  being  one- 
half  share  of  balance  in  hand  of  Charles  Foster, 
treasurer  of  old  Upper  Milford  District,  which  was 
paid  William  C.  Roed,  first  treasurer  of  Lower  Mil- 
ford, was  $1162.25i. 

In  the  month  of  August  of  the  same  year  nine 
teachers  were  employed  for  the  first  term,  four  and  a 
half  months,  at  eighteen  dollars  per  month. 

During  the  next  ten  years  the  schools  were  con- 
tinued as  follows,  viz. : 

1854.  9  schools,  4V^  months,  at 820 

.1855.  9  "  i)4  "  20 

18.56.  9  "  6  "  24 

1857.  9  "  5  "  25 

1858.  9  "  6  "  26 

1859.  9  "  5  "  25 

1860.  9  "  6  "  25 

1861.  9  "  5  "  22 

1862.  9  "  5  "  22 

1863.10        "  5  "  20 

1864.  10  "  6  "         25 

1865.  10  "  5  "         32 

1866.  10  "  5  "         32 

1867.  10  "  5  "         38 

1868.  10  "  8  "         38 

1869.10  "  5  "         38 

1870.  10  "  5  "         36 

In  the  year  1863  there  was  formed  a  new  sub-dis- 
trict in  the  most  eastern  part  of  Lower  Milford,  by 
the  name  of  Engelman's  sub-district.  It  was  formed 
irom  parts  of  Dietz's  and  Johnson's  sub-districts. 
The  same  year  there  was  a  new  school-house  erected 
in  this  sub-district,  on  the  premises  of  Jeremiah 
Schleiffer,  at  a  cost  of  over  six  hundred  dollars. 

In  the  year  1870  the  sub-districts  were  numbered, 
and  teachers  employed  as  follows : 

No  1    Carl's Michael  N.  Weidner. 

"2.  Klein's H.  0.  Schoenly. 

"    3.  KrausB A.  H.  Erdman. 

"    4.  Schantz's J.  W,  Stauffer. 

"    5.  Eberhard's B.  X.  ScbelL  . 

"    6.  DillengersviUe E.  S.  Bitting. 

"    7.  Johnson's David  Dietz. 

"    8.  Dubs' L.S.  Boeder. 

"    9.  Engelman's Clir.  N.  Bitting. 

"  10   Dietz's William  S.  Erney. 


The  term  was  six  months,  at  thirty-five  dollars  per 
month. 

During  the  subsequent  period  schools  were  kept  as 
follows : 

1870.  10  schools,  5  months,  at $35  per  month. 

1871.  10  "  6  "   .35 

1872.  10  "  5  "   35    " 

1873.  10  "  5  "   36    " 

1874.  10  "  5  "   37 

1875.  10  "  5  "   38 

1870.  10  "  6  "   30    " 

1877.  10  "  6  "  30 

1878.  10  "  6  "  27  " 

1879.  10  "  5  "  25  " 

1880.  10  "  6  "  27  " 

1881.  10  "  ^  "  30  " 

1882.  10  "  5  "  30 

1883.  10  "  5  "  32  " 

In  the  year  1870  the  amount  of  school  tax  levied 
was  $1783.34 ;  in  1875, 12210.51 ;  in  1880,  $1405.50 ;  in 
1883  it  was  $2934.73 ;  and  in  the  same  year  the  build- 
ing tax  was  $1173.89. 

The  report  for  1870  showed  the  whole  number  of 
male  scholars  as  231 ;  whole  number  of  female  schol- 
ars, 160;  total,  391;  average  attendance,  235;  per 
cent.,  63^.  In  1882,  whole  number  of  male  scholars 
was  227 ;  whole  number  of  female,  169 ;  total,  396 ; 
average  attendance,  281 ;  per  cent.,  96. 

In  1877  number  of  sub-districts  was  changed.  In 
1882  the  number  of  pupils  in  each  was  as  follows : 

Males.      Females. 

1.  Carl's 24  26 

2.  Klein's 23  18 

3.  Krauss' 21  13 

4.  Schantz's 23  17 

5.  Eberhard's 13  9 

6.  DilUngersviUe 28  20 

7.  Dietz's 29  14 

8.  Engelman's 20  16 

9.  Johnson's Ho  report. 

10.  Dubs' No  report. 

And  in  1883  their  condition  was  as  follows : 

No.  of 
Scholars. 

1.  Carl's 43 

2.  Klein's 32 

3.  Krauss' 43 

4.  Schantz's 31 

6.  Eberhard's 24 

6.  Dillingersville 46 

7.  Dubs' 39 

8.  Dietz's 37 

9.  Engelman's 37 

10.  Johnson's 35 

Whole  number  of  scholars  in  1883 367 

The  teachers  employed  for  the  term  of  1883-84  are 
as  follows :  District  No.  1,  K  S.  Rambo ;  No.  2,  B.  X. 
Schell ;  No.  3,  E.  E.  Schantz  ;  No.  4,  H.  W.  Sterner ; 
No.  5,  W.  S.  Erney ;  No.  6,  John  N.  Bitting ;  No.  7, 
Calvin  E.  H.  Davidson ;  No.  8,  C.  W.  Urffer ;  No.  9, 
L.  H.  Jacoby ;  No.  10,  B.  T.  Gabel. 

The  present  school  board  consists  of:  1,  Moses  G. 
Weaver,  president;  2,  J.  D.  Dillinger,  secretary;  3, 
Isaac  S.  Eoeder,  treasurer ;  4,  Alfred  Fried  ;  5,  H.  H. 
Boyer ;  6,  Erwin  S.  Dietz. 

Carl's  sub-district.  No.  1,  is  in  the  western  corner 
of  Lower  Milford,  and  its  school-house  is  situated  on 
the  public  road  leading  from  Hosensack  to  Hereford 
(in  Berks  County),  and  about  one  and  a  quarter 
miles  (in  a  straight  line)  west  from  Hosensack  vil- 
lage. This  sub-district  was  established  in  1844  by 
the  board  of  directors  of   the   common   schools  of 
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Upper  Milford,  and  the  same  year  a  school-house 
was  erected  on  contract  by  Nathan  Gery  for  one  hun- 
dred and  eighty-one  dollars.  Samuel  Kriebel  was 
employed  as  the  first  teacher  at  sixteen  dollars  per 
month.  By  the  division  of  Upper  Milford  this  sub- 
district  was  included  in  Lower  Milford.  In  1882 
there  was  a  new  school-house  erected  in  Karl's  sub- 
district  at  a  cost  of  over  twelve  hundred  dollars.  The 
teachers  at  this  place  have  been  as  follows :  Samuel 
Kriebel,  Aaron  Schantz,  A.  S.  Wagner,  Chs.  Stute, 
Joel  Kriebel,  Thomas  Zeislove,  John  J.  Brunner, 
Michael  Weidner,  Milton  H.  Mill,  John  N.  Bitting, 
and  others.  The  present  teacher  is  E.  S.  Rambo. 
The  school  has  now  forty-three  scholars. 

The  school-house  of  Klein's  sub-district  (No.  2)  is 
situated  in  the  Hosensack  Valley,  on  a  public  road, 
and  about  half  a  mile  southwest  from  the  village  of 
Hosensack.  This  sub-district  was  established  by  the 
school  board  in  1844  (before  division).  It  was  formed 
from  a  part  of  the  old  Hosensack  District.  A  school- 
house  was  erected  the  same  year  on  the  premises  of 
John  Eoeder,  and  near  the  house  of  George  Klein. 
It  was  built  by  Nathan  Stahl,  as  contractor,  for 
$162.25.  The  first  teacher  employed  at  this  school- 
house  was  Levi  H.  Thomson,  for  four  and  a  half 
months,  at  sixteen  dollars  per  month.  He  reported 
sixty  scholars  (forty-five  males  and  fifteen  females), 
twenty-one  of  whom  studied  German.  In  1852,  when 
Upper  Milford  was  divided,  Klein's  sub-district  was 
included  in  that  part  which  was  called  Lower  Mil- 
ford. About  the  year  1870  there  was  a  new  stone 
school-house  erected  at  this  place,  at  a  cost  of  twelve 
hundred  dollars.  The  teachers  who  have  taught 
school  here  since  1844  are  as  follows,  viz.  :  Aaron 
S.  Wagner,  Eeuben  Kriebel,  David  Rothrock,  J.  W. 
Stauffer,  Ab.  S.  Stauffer,  Albert  Bogen,  John  G.  Glace, 
Henry  Schoenly,  E.  S.  Rambo,  B.  X.  Schell,  Michael 
Weidner,  and  others.  The  present  teacher  (January, 
1884)  is  Michael  Weidner. 

Krauss'  sub-district  is  situated  in  the  most  southern 
part  of  Lower  Milford,  and  the  school-house  is  in 
Kraussdale,  on  the  "King's  high-road,"  and  nearly 
two  miles  southeast  from  the  village  of  Hosensack. 
This  school  was  established  by  the  people  of  that 
neighborhood  in  the  year  1842,  previous  to  the  ac- 
ceptance of  the  common-school  law,  in  1843,  and 
also  previous  to  the  division  of  Upper  Milford  (1858). 
A  small  tract  of  land  was  donated  the  same  year  by 
Jacob  Kriebel,  for  school  purposes.  In  the  spring 
of  1842  Charles  Hillcgas  and  Abraham  Stauffer  were 
elected  as  a  building  committee,  and  George  Krauss, 
Anthony  Krauss,  and  Henry  Stauffer,  trustees! 
During  the  summer  of  the  same  year  a  stone  school- 
house  was  erected  by  the  building  committee,  at  a 
cost  of  $322.71,  which  was  paid  by  subscription.  In 
the  fall  of  the  same  year  the  trustees  employed  Jo- 
seph Convoer  as  teacher,  and  he  taught  in  English 
and  German  for  a  term  of  three  months.  In  the 
spring  of  1843  Henry  B.  Schleiffer  was  employed, 


who  taught  three  months,  exclusively  in  the  English 
language,  and  during  the  months  of  August  and  Sep- 
tember Miss  Catherine  Smith,  of  Philadelphia,  was 
employed  as  teacher,  and  also  taught  exclusively  in 
English. 

In  the  year  1844  the  board  of  directors  of  Upper 
Milford  (before  division)  made  application  for  the  use 
of  Krauss'  school-house  for  the  use  of  the  common 
schools,  which  was  agreed  to  by  the  trustees.  The 
first  teacher  employed  by  the  directors  to  teach  at 
this  place  was  John  J.  Thomas,  who  taught  four  and 
one-half  months  at  sixteen  dollars  per  month. 

Mr.  Thomas  reported  forty-eight  scholars  (thirty 
males  and  eighteen  females),  of  whom  fourteen  studied 
German.  In  the  year  1846  the  board  of  directors  pur- 
chased the  house  from  John  Gery,  John  Krauss,  and 
Samuel  Stauffer,  trustees,  for  two  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars.  Since  the  division  of  the  township  (Dec. 
6,  1852)  this  sub-district  has  been  included  in  Lower 
Milford.  Before  that  year  school  was  taught  by 
Joseph  K.  Yeakel,  Samuel  Stauffer,  A.  S.  Staufier, 
John  S.  Schultz,  D.  W.  Ehl,  John  J.  Thomas,  Henry 
B.  Schleiffer,  and  others,  and  since  division,  by  0. 
W.  Erdman,  B.  X.  Schell,  E.  F.  Krauss,  and  others. 
In  1874  a  large  stone  school  building  was  erected  by 
the  directors,  which  cost  about  twelve  hundred  dol- 
lars. The  present  teacher  is  B.  X.  Schell ;  the  num- 
ber of  pupils  forty-three. 

Schantz's  sub-district  (No.  4)  is  situated  in  the 
southern  part  of  Lower  Milford. 

The  school-house  is  on  the  public  road  leading 
from  the  village  of  Hosensack  to  the  Swamp  Church 
and  about  equal  distance  (one  and  one-quarter  miles) 
from  either  place.  The  district  was  established  in 
1850,  and  was  formed  from  parts  of  Eberhard's  and 
Klein's  sub-districts.  A  school-house  was  erected 
the  same  year  on  the  premises  of  John  G.  Schantz 
by  David  Gehman,  at  a  cost  of  two  hundred  and 
eighty-five  dollars.  This  school-house  is  still  in  use. 
The  same  year  Solomon  Schantz  was  employed  as 
teacher,  and  taught  the  first  term,  for  five  months,  at 
seventeen  dollars  per  month.  He  reported  thirty- 
three  scholars  (twenty  males  and  thirteen  females). 
By  division  of  Upper  Milford,  Schantz's  sub-district 
was  included  in  Lower  Milford.  Since  1850  this  school 
has  been  taught  by  the  following  teachers :  Solomon 
Schantz,  William  T.  Cramer,  B.  X.  Schell,  Jesse  W. 

Stauffer, Hixon,  A.  E.  Schantz,  and  others.   The 

present  teacher,  employed  in  the  fall  of  1883,  is  H.  W. 
Sterner. 

The  school-house  in  Eberhard's  sub-district  (No.  5) 
is  situated  on  the  public  road  leading  from  Dillingers- 
ville  to  the  Swamp  Church,  about  three-fourths  of  a 
mile  north  from  the  latter.  Eberhard's  district  was 
established  in  1845,  by  the  board  of  directors  of  the 
common  schools,  and  was  formed  from  the  old  Swamp 
Church  District.  The  first  school-house  was  erected 
by  Nathan  Gery,  as  contractor,  for  two  hundred  and 
sixty-five  dollars;  and  the  first  teacher  employed  was 
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Joseph  Oonvoer,  for  a  term  of  four  months,  at  seven- 
teen dollars  per  month.  Mr.  Convoer's  report  for  1 845 
was  sixty-five  scholars  (forty-one  males  and  twenty- 
four  fema,les),  of  whom  twenty-eight  learned  German. 
By  the  division  of  the  district,  Eberhard's  sub-district 
was  included  in  Lower  Milford.  In  1873  the  first 
school-house  gave  way  to  a  new  and  larger  stone 
school  building,  which  was  erected  by  the  directors 
at  a  cost  of  over  twelve  hundred  dollars. 

Since  this  sub-district  was  formed  (1845)  school  has 
been  taught  by  the  following  teachers,  viz. :  Joseph 
Convoer,  J.  J.  Thomas,  William  T.  Cramer,  M.  H. 
Albright,  John  S.  Albright,  Edwin  Roberts,  Edwin 
Albright,  William  Albright,  B.  X.  Schell,  F.  P. 
Albright,  Mrs.  Sadie  James,  Milton  H.  Mill,  0.  W. 
Urfier,  and  William  S.  Erney,  the  present  teacher 
(January,  1884)  reports  for  the  present  term  twenty- 
four  scholars. 

Dubs'  sub-district  (No.  7)  is  situated  near  the  cen- 
tre of  Lower  Milford.  The  school-house  is  in  the 
Hosensack  Valley  on  the  public  road  leading  from 
Limeport  to  Hosensack,  and  in  a  straight  line  one  and 
one-eighth  miles  east  from  Dillingersville.  This 
school  was  established  in  1845,  and  the  sub-district 
was  formed  from  parts  of  the  original  Dillingersville, 
Swamp  Church,  and  Chestnut  Hill  sub-districts.  The 
same  year  a  school-house  was  erected  on  the  premises 
of  William  Dillinger  by  David  Heil,  contractor,  for 
two  hundred  and  nine  dollars.  It  is  still  in  use.  The 
same  year  Philip  Mumbauerwas  employed  as  teacher 
for  four  months  at  sixteen  dollars  per  month.  He 
reported  forty-four  scholars  (twenty-one  males  and 
twenty-three  females),  of  whom  eighteen  learned  Ger- 
man. By  the  division  of  Upper  Milford,  in  1852,  this 
sub-district  was  included  in  Lower  Milford.  Since  the 
establishment  of  the  school  the  following  persons  have 
been  employed  as  teachers :  M.  H.  Albright,  Samuel 
Weiss,  J.  D.  Dillinger,  S.  S.  Schiffert,  Tilghman 
Schmoyer,  Joshua  D.  K.  Eeinhard,  John  D.  Eber- 
hard,  Charles  Dotts,  Edwin  Albright,  Edwin  Roberts, 
William  Albright,  Laurentius  Weaver,  E.  Schafier, 
John  S.  Erney,  William  M.  Schwenk,  William  S. 
Erney,  Albert  S.  Erney,  C.  W.  UrflTer,  and  others. 
Calvin  E.  H.  Davidson  is  the  present  teacher. 

Dietz's  sub-district  (No.  8)  is  in  the  eastern  part  of 
Lower  Milford,  and  the  school-house  is  situated  on  a 
public  road,  near  its  centre,  and  nearly  two  and  a 
quarter  miles  south  from  Limeport.  The  sub-district 
was  formed  by  the  directors,  in  1845,  from  parts  of 
the  original  Weber's  and  Berkenstock's  sub-districts 
(originally  Engelman's  sub-district  was  included  in 
Dietz's,  but  it  was  separately  organized  in  1863). 
The  same  year  (1845)  a  school-house  was  erected  on 
the  premises  of  Joseph  Dietz  by  Samuel  Derr,  as 
contractor,  for  two  hundred  and  eighty-eight  dollars. 
The  first  teacher  employed  at  Dietz's  school  was  J. 
J.  Thomas  (for  four  months,  at  sixteen  dollars  per 
month).  He  reported  sixty  scholars  (forty-three  male 
and  seventeen  female),  twenty-seven  of  whom  learned 


German.  In  1863,  Dietz's  sub-district  was  divided 
into  two  separate  sub-districts,  Engelman's  then  being 
formed.  The  same  year  a  new  school-house  was  built 
nearer  to  the  centre  of  the  district,  about  half  a 
mile  southwest  from  the  first  school-house  and  near 
the  house  of  Aaron  Dietz.  The  following  teachers 
have  been  employed  at  Dietz's  school,  viz. :  Adam 
Snyder,  Samuel  Hatel,  L.  M.  Engelman,  Joseph  D. 
K.  Eeinhard,  John  S.  Albright,  John  S.  Erney,  David 
Erney,  William  S.  Erney,  Albert  Erney,  David  Dietz, 
C.  W.  UrflTer,  and  others.  In  the  fall  of  1883  the 
second  school-house  gave  way  to  a  new  one, — a  large 
stone  school-house,  with  patent  desks,  erected  at  a  cost 
of  over  one  thousand  dollars.  The  same  year  C.  W. 
Urffer  was  employed  to  teach  in  the  new  school-house 
a  term  of  five  months,  at  thirty-two  dollars  per  month. 
He  reports  thirty-seven  scholars  as  attending  the 
school  at  present. 

Engelman's  sub-district  (No.  9)  is  situated  in  the 
most  eastern  portion  of  Lower  Milford,  and  the  school- 
house  is  near  its  centre,  on  a  road  leading  from  Lime- 
port to  Steinsburg.  Engelman's  school  sub-district 
was  established  in  the  year  1863,  and  was  formed  from 
parts  of  Dietz's  and  Johnson's  sub-districts.  It  is  the 
only  school  sub-district  established  in  Lower  Milford 
since  the  division  in  1852.  A  school-house  was  erected 
in  1863,  on  the  premises  of  Jeremiah  Schleiflfer,  at 
a  cost  of  over  eight  hundred  dollars.  Since  1863 
school  has  been  taught  by  several  teachers,  among 
them  William  S.  Erney,  Charles  N.  Bitting,  B.  X. 
Schell,  Lewis  Jacoby,  and  others.  The  present 
teacher  at  this  school  is  Lewis  Jacoby,  who  reports 
the  wholft  number  of  scholars  as  thirty-seven. 

The  school-house  of  Johnson's  sub-district  (No.  10) 
is  situated  in  the  most  northern  part  of  Lower  Milford, 
on  the  public  road  leading  from  Zionsville  to  Coopers- 
burg,  and  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  south  from 
Limeport.  This  sub-district  was  formed  by  the  di- 
rectors of  common  schools  of  Upper  Milford,  in  1845, 
from  parts  of  the  original  (Berkenstock's  and  Chestnut 
Hill)  districts.'  The  same  year  (1845)  a  school-house 
was  erected  on  the  premises  of  James  Johnson  and 
Henry  Engelman  by  John  Schaeflfer  and  Enos  Nace, 
as  contractors,  for  two  hundred  and  seventy-one  dol- 
lars, which  school-house  is  still  in  use.  By  the  divi- 
sion of  Upper  Milford,  in  1852,  this  sub-district  was 
included  in  Lower  Milford  district. 

The  first  teacher  employed  by  the  directors  of  com- 
mon schools  to  teach  school  here  was  Will  E.  Hor- 
lacher  (1845)  for  a  term  of  four  months,  at  seventeen 
dollars  per  month.  He  reported  for  the  first  term 
forty-two  scholars  (nineteen  male  and  twenty-three 
female),  of  whom  sixteen  studied  German. 

The  names  of  the  teachers  who  have  taught  in  the 
district  are  as  follows,  viz. :  Edward  Reinhard,  Lewis 
M.  Engelman,  Charles  H.  Blank,  M.  H.  Albright, 
Uria  M.  Engelman,  John  D.  Eberhard,  John  N.  Bit- 
ting, E.  S.  Bitting,  W.  F.  Bitting,  C.  N.  Bitting, 
David  Dietz,  Emanuel  Wieder,  and  B.  S.  Gabel,  pres- 


390 


HISTOEY   OF   LEHIGH   COUNTY,  PENNSYLVANIA. 


ent  teacher.   The  present  number  of  scholars  is  thirty- 
five. 

Manufacturing  Industries  in  Upper  Milford— 
Grist-  and  Saw-Mills,  etc, — Seibert's  grist-mill  is 
situated  on  Seibert's  Creek,  and  on  the  great  public 
road  leading  from  the  King's  high-road  to  Dorneys- 
ville  and  Mauch  Chunk,  or  to  Emaus  and  Allentown, 
between  Emaus  and  Vera  Cruz,  a  little  over  one  mile 
from  the  latter  place.  The  premises  on  which  the  mill 
is  situated  were  first  settled  by  Philip  Thani  (or  Dony, 
or  Towny),  by  virtue  of  a  warrant  dated  Nov.  27, 1747, 
for  thirty-eight  acres  and  seventy-one  perches  and 
allowances.  These  premises  were  later  (about  1758) 
purchased  by  Jacob  Hahn,  a  miller,  who  took  an- 
other tract  by  virtue  of  a  warrant  dated  June  17,  1768, 
containing  twenty-five  acres,  on  which  he  obtained  a 
patent  on  the  22d  of  the  same  month.  Hahn  (or 
Hawn)  purchased  on  the  18th  of  March,  1778,  from 
Michael  Wolfgang,  Jr.,  a  third  tract,  containing  sev- 
enty-one acres  and  one  hundred  and  three  perches, 
for  two  hundred  and  fifty  pounds.  This  Jacob  Hahn 
erected  the  first  mill  on  the  first-mentioned  tract  of 
land,  between  1768  and  1778,  and,  no  doubt,  it  was 
first  a  saw-mill  and  then  a  grist-mill.  How  long  he 
was  in  possession  of  this  mill  property  is  not  known, 
but  no  doubt  it  was  over  twenty  years.  It  was  sold 
to  Jacob  Dilgert,  who  was  in  possession  of  the  prop- 
erty for  nearly  ten  years,  and  sold  to  Peter  Fink,  who 
sold,  in  1810,  to  Henry  Seibert,  of  Bethlehem,  who 
ran  the  mills  nearly  twenty-three  years,  and  died 
1833. 

On  March  29,  1834,  the  grist-mill  and  about  forty 
acres  of  land  was  sold  by  John  Seibert  and  Peter 
Schwartz,  administrators  of  Henry  Seibert,  deceased, 
at  public  sale  to  Charles  Keck,  for  three  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  ninety-eight  dollars  and  thirty-four  cents. 
The  saw-mill  property  was  sold  previous  to  that  time  to 
Daniel  Lauer.  Keck  ran  the  mill  five  years,  and  sold 
to  John  Gross. 

John  Gross  tore  down  the  old  mill,  and  erected  a 
large  stone  mill  on  the  same  place,  and  'carried  on  the 
same  for  six  years,  and  sold  to  William  Schantz,  who 
was  in  possession  of  the  same  for  nearly  thirty-five 
years,  until  his  death  in  1880  ;  but  for  the  last  fifteen 
years  his  son,  Ambrose  Schantz,  was  the  manager 
of  the  grist-mill.  In  the  year  1881  the  mill  was  sold, 
with  a  few  acres  of  land,  to  William  G.  Moyer,  son-in- 
law  of  William  Schantz,  deceased,  who  rebuilt  it,  at  a 
cost  of  over  three  thousand  dollars,  and  sold  it,  in 
1883,  to  Jesse  Stauflfer  for  eight  thousand  dollars. 

Burger's  grist-mill  is  situated  on  Indian  Creek  (a 
branch  of  the  Hosensack),  and  also  on  the  public 
road  leading  from  the  Shimersville  and  Hereford 
turnpike  to  Sieszholtzville,  Berks  Co.,  and  nearly  one 
mile  southwest  from  the  village  of  Zionsville  (old), 
in  Upper  Milford.  The  first  mill  was  built  here  in  or 
about  the  year  1774  by  Adam  Koehl  (or  Kehl).  He 
purchased  one  year  previous  (June  28,  1773),  of  Jo- 
hannes Hiestandt,  one  acre  of  ground  for  that  pur-  1 


pose,  and  May  11,  1782,  another  tract  of  fifty  acres  of 
William  Schatfer.  Kehl  built  about  the  same  year 
a  saw-mill,  which  he  sold  Sept.  12,  1789,  with  all  his 
land,  to  his  son,  Simon  Kehl,  at  £7  ($18.66f),  who 
sold  April  17,  1809,  to  Jacob  Truckenmiiller ;  who 
sold  April  8,  1811,  the  saw-  and  grist-mill,  with  al- 
most twenty-three  acres  of  land,  to  Daniel  Fretz ; 
who  sold  May  5,  1813,  to  William  Eiesser,  at  £1500. 
He  sold  April  1,  1815,  to  Friederich  Nehs,  who  sold 
April  26,  1845,  to  Henry  Burger  and  Samuel  Beck  at 
$6260.  In  1864  the  old  grist-mill  was  torn  down,  and 
a  large  stone  grist-mill  erected,  and  the  saw-mill  was 
discontinued.  Henry  Burger  purchased  his  partner's 
share,  and  his  son,  Samuel  Burger,  went  in  as  a  part- 
ner, and  business  has  been  continued  by  them  to  the 
present  year. 

Yeakel's  grist-mill  is  situated  in  Upper  Milford,  on 
Indian  Creek,  and  about  one  hundred  rods  above 
Miller's  spoke-mills.  This  grist-mill  was  first  built 
as  an  oil-mill  by  Christian  Metzger  previous  to  the 
year  1790,  and  was  about  the  year  1810  rebuilt  and 
changed  to  a  grist-mill,  and  sold  to  John  Schuler, 
who,  about  the  year  1820,  sold  to  Abraham  Yeakel. 
The  mill  was  destroyed  by  fire  about  1824,  and  rebuilt 
the  same  year  by  Yeakel,  who  continued  it  for  a  num- 
ber of  years.  Yeakel  died  Oct.  27,  1865,  and  his  son, 
Levi  Yeakel,  purchased  the  property,  and  has  run 
the  mill  ever  since.  This  is  one  of  the  best  grist- 
mills in  Upper  Milford. 

Wieand's  grist-  and  saw-mill  is  situated  on  the  Per- 
kiomen,  in  Upper  Milford,  and  on  the  pubhc  road 
leading  from  the  Hereford  and  Shimersville  turnpike 
to  Hampton  Furnace,  and  nearly  two  miles  southwest 
from  Zionsville  and  half  a  mile  east  from  Hampton 
Furnace.  This  mill  was  built  previous  to  the  year  1800 
by  Christian  Mensch,  and  kept  in  operation  by  him 
for  a  number  of  years,  and  then  sold  to  Andrew 
Yeakel,  who  sold,  in  1837,  to  Benjamin  Kriebel,  who 
sold,  in  1856,  to  Owen  Weaver.  He  sold,  in  1864,  to 
John  B.  Gehman,  and  he,  in  1866,  to  C.  W.  Wieand, 
the  present  owner.  The  mill  is  occupied  at  present 
by  Hiram  Yeakel. 

Miller's  grist-mill  is  situated  on  Miller's  Creek, 
in  Upper  Milford,  and  on  the  public  road  leading 
from  "the  King's  high-road"  to  Emaus,  and  about 
one  and  a  half  miles  in  a  straight  line  from  Shimers- 
ville. 

This  is  an  old  mill,  nearly  one  hundred  years  old, 
erected  by  a  man  named  John  AVetzel  prior  to  1800, 
and  was  kept  by  the  Wetzels  until  about  the  year 
1830  or  later,  and  then  sold  to  Joseph  Beitler,  who 
kept  the  same  until  the  year  1835,  and  sold  to  George 
Miller,  who  kept  the  same  over  thirty  years,  until  his 
death,  in  1865. 

Bitting's  saw-mill  was  situated  in  Upper  Milford, 
on  the  Indian  Creek  and  on  the  public  road  leading 
from  Shimersville  to  Sieszholtzville,  and  two  and  one- 
quarter  miles  west  from  Shimersville.  This  saw-mill 
was  erected  previous  to  the  year  1820  by  Jesse  Bit- 
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ting,  and  was  run  by  Mm  for  a  number  of  years  and 
then  abandoned. 

Schelly's  saw-mill  is  situated  near  Leibert's  grist- 
mill. The  first  mill  was  built  about  the  same  time  or 
perhaps  prior  to  the  grist-mill.  It  had  been  in  posses- 
sion of  Jacob  Dilgert, Fink,  and  John  Leibert. 

After  John  Leibert's  death  the  saw-mill  was  separated 
from  the  grist-mill,  and  sold  in  1834  to  Daniel  Lauer, 
who  kept  it  nearly  ten  years  and  sold  to  John  Ortt,  who 
operated  it  about  five  years  and  sold  to  John  Schleif- 
fer,  who  sold  two  years  later  to  Willoughby  Mohr, 
who  erected  a  new  and  larger  saw-mill  in  1865,  and 
sold  the  same  a  few  years  later  to  Henry  Schelly,  who 
has  operated  it  ever  since.  In  this  saw-mill  there  was 
set  up  by  Daniel  Lauer,  prior  to  1840,  a  wool-carding 
machine,  later  operated  by  John  Ortt  for  several 
years. 

Heimbach's  oil-mill  was  situated  on  a  branch  of  the 
Perkiomen  Creek,  and  about  half  a  mile  east  from  the 
old  Hampton  Furnace.  This  oil-mill  was  built  by 
Wendell  Heimbach  about  the  year  1815,  and  was  run 
by  him  for  several  years,  and  then  changed  to  a  clover- 
mill,  and  continued  for  a  number  of  years,  and  about 
the  year  1840  discontinued. 

Schneiter's  clover-mill  is  situated  on  the  Perkiomen 
in  Upper  Milford,  and  on  the  Hereford  and  Shimers- 
ville  turnpike,  about  two  and  a  half  miles  southwest 
from  Zionsville,  and  half  a  mile  south  from  Wieandt's 
mill.  This  mill  was  built  by  Andrew  Yeakel  for  an 
oil-mill,  and  was  made  a  clover-mill  previous  to  the 
year  1825.  He  kept  the  same  in  operation  for  several 
years,  and  sold  about  the  year  1840  to  Daniel  Wieand, 
who  continued  the  same  for  several  years  and  sold  to 
John  Mohr,  who  sold  later  to  David  Schneiter,  the 
present  owner,  who  changed  it  to  a  grist-mill. 

Miller's  spoke-mill  is  situated  on  Indian  Creek,  in 
the  Powder  Valley,  and  on  the  public  road  leading 
from  the  Hereford  and  Shimersville  turnpike  to  the 
Hosensack  Valley.  This  mill  was  first  an  oil-mill, 
and  was  built  by  Henry  Trump,  about  the  year  1830, 
and  run  by  him  until  1848,  after  which  his  son,  Wil- 
liam Trump,  purchased  the  property  and  continued 
the  mill  for  about  eight  years,  and  sold  to  Michael 
Miller,  who  discontinued  the  oil-mill  and  established 
a  grist-mill  and  stave-factory,  which  were  run  by  him- 
self and  by  his  son,  Elmer  Miller,  until  the  year  1866, 
and  then  sold  to  Samuel  Miller,  who  changed  it  to 
a  spoke-mill,  which  he  has  continued  until  the 
present. 

Powder-Mills.— A  powder-mill  was  erected  in  the 
present  Powder  Valley  in  1829,  by  Henry  Kemmerer, 
and  was  kept  in  operation  by  him  for  one  year,  and 
then  sold  to  Henry  Trump  and  Henry  Schell,  who 
continued  it  about  one  year,  when  it  exploded  and 
was  never  rebuilt. 

Henry  Kemmerer  erected  near  the  same  place,  in 
1831,  a  second  powder-mill,  and  ran  it  about  two 
years,  when  it  exploded  and  three  lives  were  lost,  two 
negroes  and  one  German,  Lewis  Reiter. 


In  the  year  1870,  Peter  Faust  purchased  the  old 
Hampton  Furnace,  and  erected  the  same  year,  within 
the  buildings  of  the  furnace,  a  powder-mill,  which 
was  carried  on  for  nearly  four  years,  when  it  also 
exploded.  Tlie  explosion  was  caused  by  a  lightning 
stroke.  The  life  of  one  employ^,  James  Watson,  was 
lost. 

Emaus  Furnace. — The  Emaus  Furnace  is  situated 
nearly  one-half  of  a  mile  southwest  from  the  outer 
limit  of  the  borough  of  Emaus,jand  between  the  tracks 
of  the  East  Penn  and  the  Perkiomen  Railroad.  In 
the  fall  of  the  year  1869  there  was  a  company  or- 
ganized in  the  borough  of  Emaus  and  vicinity,  by  the 
name  of  the  Emaus  Iron  Company,  of  which  the  fol- 
lowing were  elected  ofiicers:  S.  Gross  Fry,  Esq., 
president;  John  P.  McFadden,  secretary.  The  same 
year  the  old  Christ's  farm,  containing  one  hundred 
and  thirty-five  acres,  was  purchased  from  Widow 
Judith  Wenner  for  twenty-two  thousand  dollars,  and 
cut  up  into  building  lots,  with  the  exception  of  forty- 
three  acres,  which  was  retained  by  the  company  as 
the  furnace  property.  In  1870  and  1871,  on  this  tract 
of  land,  there  was  one  of  the  handsomest  and  most 
durable  furnace  buildings  erected  in  East  Pennsyl- 
vania. A  contract  was  made  by  the  company  with 
Wren  &  Noble,  of  Pottsville,  to  build  their  furnace 
for  one  hundred  and  sixty  thousand  dollars;  but  be- 
fore the  furnace  was  finished  Wren  &  Noble  became 
bankrupt,  and  the  iron  company  was  obliged  to  finish 
the  work  during  the  year  1871,  at  an  additional  cost 
of  twenty  thousand  dollars,  so  that  the  whole  amount 
of  cost  was  nearly  one  hundred  and  eighty  thousand 
dollars.  George  J.  Henninger  was  the  regularly  ap- 
pointed superintendent  of  the  iron  company.  After 
the  Emaus  Iron  Company  had  finished  their  furnace 
and  all  the  necessary  outbuildings,  the  manufacture 
of  iron  was  carried  on  for  nearly  three  years.  The 
company  then  failed,  and  appointed  Paul  Borger  as 
their  assignee,  who  sold  the  furnace  property  in  1874 
to  the  Hematite  Iron  Company.  This  company  con- 
tinued the  operation  of  the  furnace  for  only  about  one 
year,  and  sold  to  the  Philadelphia  and  Reading  Coal 
and  Iron  Company,  which  company  leased  the  fur- 
nace property  to  Ormrod,  Fisher  &  Co.  The  average 
production  is  one  thousand  tons  of  pig  iron  per  month, 
or  twelve  thousand  tons  a  year.  In  the  year  1883  a 
large  pipe  foundry  was  erected  on  the  premises  and 
near  the  furnace.  Pipes  of  from  four  to  ten  inches 
diameter  of  the  best  quality  are  to  be  made  in  th 
foundry. 

Hampton  Furnace  is  situated  on  the  Perkiomen, 
and  on  the  public  road  leading  from  the  Hereford  and 
Shimersville  turnpike  to  Sieszholtzville,  about  two 
and  one-half  miles  west  from  Zionsville.  This  fur- 
nace was  built  in  the  year  1809  by  David  Herabach, 
Wisselman  &  Covely.  Soon  after  Heimbach  bought 
his  partners  out,  and  conducted  the  furnace  for  twenty- 
three  years,  and  sold  it  on  Aug.  13,  1832,  with  ninety 
acres  of  land,  to  John  V.  R.  Hunter  (Jaeger),  of 
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Allentown,  who  continued  it  for  two  years.  May  20, 
1834,  Hunter  sold  the  furnace,  with  ninety  acres  of 
land,  to  Daniel  X.  R.  Hunter,  of  Oley,  Berks  Co.,  for 
ten  thousand  dollars,  who  continued  its  operation  for 
six  years.  March  31,  1838,  Daniel  V.  R.  Hunter  sold 
the  furnace  and  land  to  John  V.  E.  Hunter  and  Paul 
Miller  at  ten  thousand  dollars,  who  continued  the 
same  for  ahout  eleven  years,  when  they  sold  the  fur- 
nace property  at  public  sale  to  John  Gross,  of  Allen- 
town,  who  did  not  qupiply  with  the  conditions,  and 
the  property  went  to  -the  hands  of  Sheriff  Ihrie,  of 
Lehigh  County.  On  Feb.  7,  1850,  Sheriff  Ihrie,  of 
Lehigh  County,  sold  the  property  at  public  sale  to 
Frederick  Sigmund,  of  Upper  Milford,  for  three  thou- 
sand five  hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars.  On  Oct. 
29, 1859,  F.  Sigmund  purchased  another  tract  of  sixty- 
five  acres  one  hundred  and  fourteen  perches  of  land 
from  John  McMannus  and  John  V.  R.  Hunter. 
Frederick  Sigmund  continued  the  operation  of  the 
furnace  for  ten  years,  until  his  death,  June  25,  1860, 
after  which  the  furnace  went  to  his  sons,  Henry  M. 
and  Albert  M.  Sigmund,  who  continued  the  same 
until  1867,  and  sold  to  Peter  Faust,  who  discontinued 
the  furnace  and  erected  a  powder-mill,  which  ex- 
ploded three  years  afterward. 

No  doubt  this  was  the  first  furnace  erected  in  Le- 
high County,  and  David  Hembach  the  first  iron- 
master. 

Stabler  Machine-Shop.— Anthony  Stabler,  son  of 
Henry  Stabler,  erected  in  the  year  1837  a  machine-shop 
on  the  public  road  leading  from  Shimersville  to  Vera 
Cruz,  about  one-half  mile  from  Shimersville,  in  which 
he  established  a  threshing-machine  factory.  He  made 
excellent  machines,  and  carried  on  business  until  his 
death,  in  1860,  after  which  his  son,  Henry,  continued 
it  for  a  few  years.  About  the  year  1862  the  property 
was  purchased  by  George  Moyer,  who  still  operates 
the  factory. 

Guth's  Coach-Factory.— This  coach-factory  is  situ- 
ated on  "the  King's  high-road,"  between  Shimers- 
ville and  the  borough  of  Macungie.  A  village,  but 
without  a  store  or  tavern,  has  grown  up  around  it. 
The  coach-factory  was  erected  about  the  year  1845  by 
Jonas  Yerk  (sometimes  called  Jonas  George),  and 
carried  on  by  him  until  the  year  1851,  when  it  was 
sold  to  the  present  proprietor,  Charles  Guth.  In  con- 
junction with  the  factory  is  a  saddler-shop,  carried  on 
by  Mr.  Landis,  son-in-law  of  Mr.  Guth. 

Vera  Cruz  Creamery.— This  creamery  is  located 
at  the  village  of  Vera  Cruz,  in  Upper  Milford.  In 
1880  a  company,  by  the  name  of  the  "Vera  Cruz 
Creamery  Company  (limited),"  was  organized,  and 
the  same  year  a  fine  building,  with  engine  and  suita- 
ble machinery,  was  erected,  in  which  a  successful 
business  has  since  been  carried  on.  In  this  creamery 
there  was  manufactured  in  the  year  1883  over  thirty- 
six  thousand  pounds  of  butter,  and  over  seventy-five 
thousand  pounds  of  cheese. 

Mechanical    Industries   in   lower    Milford— 


Organ-Builders. — John  and  Andrew  Krauss,  sons  of 
Balthaser  Krauss,  Jr.,  made  their  first  organ  in  the 
year  1790,  when  John  was  only  twenty  and  Andrew 
only  nineteen  years  old.  This  was  no  doubt  the  first 
pipe-organ  which  was  manufactured  in  Pennsylvania. 
It  was  constructed  in  an  old  shop  on  their  father's 
premises,  which  is  still  to  be  seen,  and  is  now  owned 
by  Levi  Krauss.  Previous  to  the  year  1809  an  organ 
was  built  by  John  and  Andrew  Krauss  for  the  use  ot 
the  Roman  Catholic  Church  in  Washington  town- 
ship, Berks  Co.,  which  is  still  to  be  seen  there  in  the 
old  church,  and  a  little  later  an  organ  was  made  by 
the  same  firm  for  the  use  of  the  Long  Swamp  Church 
(Union),  in  Long  Swamp  township,  Berks  Co.,  and 
1812  another  for  the  use  of  the  Jordan  Union  Church, 
in  North  Whitehall  township,  Lehigh  Co.  In  1826, 
at  the  same  place,  a  bass  viol  was  made  by  George 
Krauss  and  Joel  Krauss,  sons  of  Andrew  Krauss.  In 
1828  a  melodeon  was  made  at  the  same  place  by 
George  and  Samuel  Krauss,  sons  of  Andrew  Krauss, 
which  was  no  doubt  the  first  melodeon  ever  made. 
Later  an  ingenious  globe  was  made  by  Andrew  Krauss 
and  his  sons,  George  S.  and  Samuel.  This  globe  was 
turned  by  a  clock,  which  was  made  by  Samuel  and 
George  Krauss,  and  the  painting  and  printing  was  put 
on  by  George  S.  Krauss,  taken  from  a  map  of  the 
world  which  was  printed  in  London.  This  globe 
turned  by  clock  once  in  twenty-four  hours,  is  still  to 
be  seen  in  the  Perkiomen  Seminary,  East  Greenville, 
Montgomery  Co.,  Pa.,  and  is  still  in  a  good  condition. 
The  building  of  organs  was  continued  by  Andrew 
Krauss  and  his  son,  George  S.  Krauss,  until  1840, 
when  George  S.  Krauss  moved  to  the  neighborhood 
of  the  present  Palm,  in  Montgomery  Co.,  and  estab- 
lished his  business  at  that  place,  where  it  is  still 
carried  on  by  Edwin  B.  Krauss.  In  1840  the  old 
factory  was  abandoned. 

Grist-  and  Saw-Mills.— Kriebel's  grist-mill  is  sit- 
uated on  the  Hosensack  Creek,  in  Lower  Milford,  and 
on  the  public  road  leading  from  the  village  of  Hosen- 
sack to  Palm,  in  Montgomery  Co.,  about  three-fourths 
of  a  mile  southwest  from  Hosensack  village.  The 
land  on  which  this  mill  is  situated  was  first  settled, 
1741,  by  Peter  Rittenhouse,  and  was  originally  two 
hundred  and  fifty  acres,  who  sold  to  Abraham  Meyer, 
who  obtained  a  patent,  granted  Jan.  8,  1774,  by  the 
name  of  "  Meyer's  Neglect,"  who  sold.  May  26, 1774, 
one  hundred  and  twenty-eight  acres  to  Henry  Funk 
for  eight  hundred  and  fifty  pounds.  This  Henry 
Funk  built  a  grist-mill  on  his  land  in  or  about  the 
year  1775,  and  ran  the  same  until  the  year  1783,  and 
sold  to  Rev.  George  Kriebel.  During  the  time  of  the 
Revolutionary  war  Henry  Funk  manufactured  a 
good  deal  of  flour  for  the  use  of  the  American  army, 
which  was  conveyed  to  the  place  of  destination  by 
George  Klein.  On  Feb.  18,  1796,  George  Kriebel 
sold  the  mill,  with  one  hundred  and  forty-nine  acres 
of  land,  to  his  son,  Abraham  Kriebel,  at  nine  hundred 
pounds,  who  continued  the  same  for  nineteen  years, 
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until  1816,  when  he  died.  On  May  24,  1817,  his  son, 
Jacob  Kriebel,  bought  the  mil],  besides  twenty-five 
and  three-fourths  acres  of  land,  at  one  hundred 
pounds,  and  had  possession  of  it  for  a  period  of  fifty- 
eight  years,  and  died  March  17,  1875,  aged  eighty- 
four  years,  six  months,  four  days.  The  same  year 
the  mill  property  was  sold,  at  public  sale,  to  Joel 
Yeakel,  at  nineteen  thousand  five  hundred  dollars, 
who  sold  later  to  his  son,  Daniel  K.  Yeakel,  who  is 
still  the  proprietor. 

Schantz's  grist-  and  saw-mill  is  situated  in  Lower 
Milford,  on  the  Hosensack  Creek,  and  nearly  half  a 
mile  above  the  village  of  Hosensack.  Previous  to  the 
year  1800  there  was  a  saw-mill  erected  at  this  place 
by  Abraham  Schantz,  and  several  years  afterwards 
(after  1800)  he  erected  an  oil-mill  at  the  same  place, 
and  continued  the  same  until  the  year  1811,  when  he 
sold  to  his  son,  John  Schantz  (later  a  minister  of  the 
gospel),  who  continued  the  oil-  and  saw-mill  for  many 
years,  and  sold  to  bis  son,  Henry  Schantz,  who  rebuilt 
the  oil-mill  in  1852,  and  erected  a  grist-mill,  and  dis- 
continued the  oil-mill.  The  grist-  and  saw-mill  were 
then  continued  by  Henry  Schantz  until  his  death 
(about  the  year  1864),  and  were  sold  to  his  son,  Milton 
Schantz,  who  has  since  continued  their  operation. 

Gerhard's  grist-mill  is  situated  on  Saucon  Creek, 
in  Lower  Milford,  and  on  the  public  road  leading 
from  the  Allentown  and  Coopersburg  turnpike  to 
Steinsburg,  about  one-half  mile  south  from  the 
village  of  Limeport.  The  first  mill  at  this  place 
was  built  previous  to  the  year  1785,  by  Andrew  En- 
gelman,  and  was  conducted  by  the  Engelmans  until 
the  year  1810,  when  it  was  sold  to  John  Adam  Stahl- 
necker,  who  sold,  in  1816,  to  Abel  Fowler,  who  con- 
tinued the  same  for  about  twenty  years,  till  1836,  and 
sold  to  George  Blank,  who  sold,  in  1842,  to  Henry 
Gerhard,  who  conducted  the  old  mill  until  1858,  in 
which  year  Gerhard  built  a  large  stone  mill  on  the 
same  spot,  and  continued  the  same  with  his  son,  To- 
bias, as  Henry  Gerhard  &  Son,  until  the  year  1882, 
when  he  sold  to  Aaron  Heist,  the  present  owner. 

Stauffer's  grist-  and  saw-mill  is  situated  on  Wal- 
ter's Creek,  in  Lower  Milford,  and  on  the  public  road 
leading  from  the  old  "  King's  high-road"  to  Powder 
Valley,  about  one-half  mile  southeast  from  Zionsville 
Station,  on  the  Perkiomen  Eailroad.  The  land  on 
which  this  mill  is  situated  was  first  settled  by  one 
man,  called  John  Moyer,  who  built,  prior  to  1760,  a 
saw-mill,  which  he  sold,  besides  over  fifty-five  acres 
of  land,  to  his  son,  Samuel  Moyer,  who  continued  the 
mill  for  twenty-two  years,  until  1783,  when  he  died. 
The  property  was  then  sold  by  Orphans'  Court  sale, 
Dec.  18,  1783,  to  his  son-in-law,  Philip  Hess,  who 
sold,  March  9, 1786,  to  Abraham  Funk,  who  continued 
the  mill  for  over  three  years,  and  died,  1789.  On 
March  17,  1790,  the  property  was  sold  by  Orphans' 
Court  to  his  eldest  son,  Henry  Funk,  who  sold,  April 
1st  of  the  same  year,  to  Jacob  Schantz,  who  sold,  July 
15th  of  the  same  year,  to  Jacob  Miller,  a  bellows- 


maker,  who  built  a  new  saw-mill.  He  died  iu 
1830,  when  his  daughter,  Charlotte,  came  in  posses- 
sion of  the  saw-hiill,  besides  thirty-three  acres  of  land, 
and  who  kept  the  same  for  twenty  years,  and  erected, 
in  1845,  a  grist-mill.  The  mill  was  operated  by  her 
brother-in-law,  Henry  Stabler. 

In  April,  1851,  Jacob  Schantz  purchased  the  prop- 
erty, and  sold,  in  1853,  to  Solomon  Klein,  who  made 
some  improvements  at  the  mills,  and  sold,  in  1862,  to 
Samuel  Stauffer,  who  has  continued  the  same  in  co- 
partnership with  his  son,  Henry  Staufler, — Stautfer  & 
Son, — till  date. 

Heller's  grist-  and  saw-mill  is  situated  in  Lower 
Milford,  on  the  Indian  Creek,  and  in  the  Hosensack 
Valley,  and  on  the  public  road  leading  from  the  vil- 
lage of  Hosensack  to  Herefordsville,  in  Berks  County, 
and  in  a  straight  line  one  and  a  quarter  miles  fi-om 
Hosensack.  This  mill  was  first  built  as  a  saw-mill  by 
Jeremiah  Krauss,  between  1780  and  1790,  and  run  by 
him  until  about  1807,  when  it  was  leased  to  Christo- 
pher and  David  Schubert,  who  constructed  at  this 
place  the  first  clover-mill  which  was  ever  made  about 
the  same  year  (1807  or  1808).  Farmers  came  from 
great  distances  to  this  mill  with  their  clover-seed,  and 
got  it  cleaned  with  satisfaction.  Later,  this  property 
was  purchased  by  Nathan  Krauss  (son  of  Jeremiah 
Krauss),  who  changed  the  clover-mill  to  an  oil-mill, 
and  ran  the  same  for  several  years.  He  sold  to  George 
Carl,  who  continued  the  same,  oil-mill  and  saw-mill, 
for  a  number  of  years,  and  was  sold  about  the  year 
1860  to  Jacob  F.  Heiler.  The  oil-mill  was  changed 
to  a  grist-mill,  which  was  continued,  besides  the  saw- 
mill (since  it  was  in  possession  of  Mr.  Heiler),  by 
Thomas  Bitting,  Nelson  Weidner,  Samuel  Carl,  etc. 
It  is  at  present  occupied  by  Charles  Mangold  as  ten- 
ant.    J.  F.  Heiler  is  still  the  owner. 

Heist's  (or  Walter's)  grist-mill  is  situated  in  Lower 
Milford,  on  Walter's  Creek,  and  on  the  old  public 
road  leading  from  the  "  King's  high-road"  to  Allen- 
town,  and  about  one  mile  west  from  Dillingersville. 
The  land,  one  hundred  and  thirty-five  acres,  on  which 
this  mill  is  situated  was  purchased  by  Philip  Walter, 
on  June  13,  1789,  from  Andrew  Keiser.  The  mill  was 
built  by  Walter  in  the  year  1796,  (first  a  saw-mill  and 
then  a  grist-mill),  and  was  run  by  said  Walter  until 
his  death  (1812).  In  the  year  1812,  Daniel  Walter, 
son  of  Philip  Walter,  purchased  the  property  at  Or- 
phans' Court  sale  at  ten  thousand  and  eight  dollars. 
On  April  1,  1813,  Daniel  Walter  sold  the  grist-  and 
saw-mill,  besides  twenty-three  acres  of  land,  to  Georg 
Bransz,  who  continued  the  mill  a  few  years  and  died, 
and  Daniel  Walter  purchased  the  property  again,  and 
continued  the  same  over  thirty-six  years,  and  sold, 
about  the  year  1852,  to  Samuel  Steimbach,  who  dis- 
continued the  saw-mill,  and  built  the  following  yeara 
large  new  stone  mill,  and  ran  the  same  until  the  year 
1868,  and  sold  to  John  Heist,  who  sold  to  his  son, 
Edward  Heist,  who  is  the  present  owner. 

Dubs'  (later  Moyer's,  and  now  Schelly's)  grist-mill 
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is  situated  in  Lower  Milford,  on  the  Hosensack  Creek, 
and  on  the  public  road  leading  from  Zionsville  to 
Spinnerstown,  and  one  mile  east  from  Dillingersville. 
The  land  on  which  this  mill  is  situated  was  settled  in 
1734  by  Jacob  Dubs,  and  was  originally  one  hundred 
and  fifty  acres.  He  sold,  June  3,  1772,  to  his  son, 
Daniel  Dubs,  at  three  hundred  and  fifty  pounds,  who 
obtained  on  the  same  tract  a  patent  on  April  26, 1782, 
by  the  name  of  "  Potts."  This  Daniel  Dubs  erected  pre- 
vious to  the  year  1800  a  saw-mill  and  a  grist-mill,  and 
sold  the  same,  besides  forty-seven  and  a  half  acres  of 
land,  to  his  son,  Daniel  Dubs,  Jr.,  on  Dec.  17,  1824, 
who  ran  or  continued  the  mills  for  about  eleven  years, 
and  sold  in  1835  to  William  D.  Moyer,  who  continued 
the  same  himself  (or  by  tenants)  for  about  twenty- 
eight  years,  when  he  died,  and  the  property  was  sold 
to  Isaac  H.  Schelly,  who,  in  1869,  sold  the  mills,  with 
seven  acres  of  land,  to  Benjamin  F.  Yoke,  who  sold 
in  1872  to  Samuel  Miller,  who  sold  in  1873  to  Wil- 
liam Michael,  who  continued  tlie  mill  for  six  years, 
until  his  death,  on  the  13th  November,  1879.  The 
saw-mill  was  discontinued.  The  grist-mill  and  seven 
acres  of  land  was  sold  Feb.  26,  1880,  to  Henry  F. 
Schelly,  at  three  thousand  one  hundred  and  one  dol- 
lars. He  repaired  and  affixed  a  steam-engine  to  the 
mill,  and  continued  the  same  by  tenants, — Joseph 
Yeakel  and  F.  C.  Jacoby.  Henry  T.  Schelly  is  the 
present  owner. 

Boeder's  saw-mill  is  situated  on  the  Hosensack 
Creek,  about  one-quarter  of  a  mile  west  from  the  vil- 
lage of  Hosensack,  in  Lower  Milford.  The  mill  was 
erected  by  John  George  Stahl  previous  to  the  year 
1800,  and  was  sold  about  1820  to  Samuel  Boeder,  who 
sold  the  same,  with  one  hundred  and  twenty-seven 
acres  of  land,  to  his  son,  Daniel  C.  Boeder,  who  died 
about  the  year  1865.  The  farm  and  saw-mill  were 
sold  to  his  son,  Eenben  M.  Boeder,  and  are  still  in  his 
possession. 

Emanuel  S.  Meyer's  grist-  and  saw-mill  is  in  Lower 
Milford  township,  about  one  mile  south  from  the  vil- 
lage of  Limeport.  This  mill  was  first  built  a  clover- 
mill  in  or  about  1844  by  Jacob  Dietz,  and  later  changed 
to  a  grist-mill,  and  was  conducted  by  him  for  a  num- 
ber of  years  and  then  discontinued. 

About  the  year  1863  Jacob  Dietz  died,  and  the  mill 
property  was  sold  to  F.  T.  Jobst  and  George  Neu- 
moyer,  by  whom  this  mill  was  rebuilt  and  enlarged 
and  changed  to  a  grist-mill.  He  also  built  a  new 
saw-mill,  and  sold  in  1877  to  Abraham  S.  Moyer,  who 
continued  the  mill  a  short  time  and  died.  After  which 
the  property  was  sold  to  his  son,  Emanuel  E.  Moyer, 
who  continued  the  mill  till  date  (January,  1884). 

Hentricks'  grist-mill  is  situated  in  Lower  Milford, 
on  the  Hicken  Creek,  and  on  a  public  road,  about 
three  miles  east  from  the  village  of  Dillingersville. 
The  mill  was  built  by  Henry  Budolf  as  a  clover-mill, 
and  was  conducted  by  him  a  number  of  years,  and 
was  sold  about  the  year  1841  to  John  Beinhard,  who 
continued  the  mill  for  twenty  years,  till  1861,  and 


sold  to  Charles  Hillegas,  who  built,  in  1863,  a  new 
grist-  and  also  a  new  saw-mill,  and  continued  the 
same  until  1876,  when  he  died,  after  which  the  prop- 
erty was  sold  to  Jacob  Hentricks,  who  continued  the 
same  until  1882  (seven  years),  when  the  mills  were 
totally  destroyed  by  fire.  In  1883  a  new  grist-mill 
was  built  by  J.  Hentricks,  the  present  owner. 

Kriebel's  saw-mill  is  situated  in  Lower  Milford, 
near  the  public  road  leading  from  Macungie  to  Phila- 
delphia (the  old  King's  high-road),  and  also  on  a 
branch  of  Krauss'  Creek,  over  one  and  a  half  miles 
southeast  from  the  village  of  Hosensack.  This  saw- 
mill was  erected  by  George  Kreibel  about  the  year 
1855,  and  was  continued  by  him  eleven  years,  and 
sold  in  1868  to  Krauss  &  Brother.  They  sold  two 
years  later,  in  1870,  to  Jesse  Brey,  who  is  still  the 
owner. 

Eberhard's  saw-mill  is  situated  in  Lower  Milford, 
on  the  public  road  leading  from  Dillingersville  to 
vSpinnerstown,  and  on  Eberhard's  Creek,  a  branch  of 
the  Hosensack  Creek,  about  one  and  a  half  miles  (in 
a  straight  line)  southeast  from  Dillingersville.  The 
mill  was  erected  by  John  D.  Eberhard  in  the  year 
1882. 

Antrim's  Casinet-Mill  was  situated  on  the  Indian 
Creek,  and  in  the  Hosensack  Valley,  on  the  public 
road  leading  from  the  village  of  Hosensack  to  Palm, 
in  Montgomery  County.  This  mill  was  at  first  a 
wool-carding  and  fulling-mill,  and  was  built  by  Mel- 
chior  Yeakel  prior  to  the  year  1800,  and  was  run  by 
him  for  a  number  of  years,  and  sold  to  George 
Yeakel,  Jr.,  who  changed  it  to  a  casinet-factory,  and 
sold  to  Amos  Antrim,  who  continued  the  mill  until 
the  year  1846,  when  it  was  destroyed  by  fire. 

Dubs'  Pottery. — This  pottery  was  situated  on  the 
land  which  is  now  in  possession  of  James  D.  Dil- 
linger,  about  two  miles  northeast  from  Dillingersville. 
About  the  year  1820,  Henry  Dubs  purchased  from 
Christian  Grossman  a  tract  of  land,  and  established 
the  following  year  a  pottery  on  the  same,  which  he 
carried  on  until  1835,  and  sold  out  to  William  Dil- 
linger  and  went  with  his  brother  Daniel  to  Ohio.  This 
was  no  doubt  the  first  pottery  in  Upper  Milford,  and 
perhaps  the  first  in  Lehigh  County. 

Oil-Mills.— Dillinger's  oil-mill  was  located  about 
one  hundred  rods  east  from  the  present  village  of 
Dillingersville,  in  Lower  Milford,  on  a  branch  of  the 
Schantz  Creek.  The  oil-mill  was  erected  by  Jacob 
Dillinger,  between  the  years  1788-90,  and  was  con- 
tinued by  him  for  over  fifteen  years.  The  mill  was 
rebuilt  and  altered  to  a  dwelling-house,  which  is  still 
in  a  good  condition,  and  has  since  1853  been  in  pos- 
session of  and  occupied  by  Edward  Beinhard. 

Stahler's  oil-mill  was  situated  on  Ortt's  Creek,  in 
Lower  Milford  (then  Upper  Milford),  and  near  the 
public  road  leading  from  Zionsville  to  Coopersburg. 
This  oil-mill  was  erected  by  Anthony  Stabler  pre- 
vious to  the  year  1785,  and  was  continued  by  him 
until  his  death,  in  1799.     After  which  it  was  pur- 
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chased  by  his  sou,  Anthony  Stabler,  Jr.,  in  March, 
1800,  and  was  continued  by  him  until  1805,  and  was 
then  sold  to  Jacob  Mohr,  who  discontinued  the  oil- 
mill  forever.  The  mill-house  was  rebuilt  as  a  dwell- 
ing-house, which  is  still  standing,  but  not  occupied. 

Tanneries.— Burkhalter's  tannery  is  situated  in 
Lower  Milford,  on  the  old  public  King's  high-road 
leading  from  Macungie  to  Philadelphia,  about  one- 
quarter  of  a  mile  southeast  from  Zionsville  Station,  on 
the  Perkiomen  Railroad.  About  the  year  1822,  John 
Hanger  purchased  from  Jacob  Larosch  nearly  seven- 
teen acres  of  land,  and  erected  the  same  year  a  tan- 
nery on  the  tract.  He  conducted  the  same  for  about 
two  years,  and  sold  to  Samuel  Moyer,  who  continued 
the  tannery  for  nearly  three  years,  and  sold  to  Charles 
Burkhalter  in  1827,  who  continued  for  thirty-five  years 
(until  1862),  and  died.  In  the  same  year  Charles  Burk- 
halter, Jr.,  purchased  the  property,  and  has  since  con- 
tinued the  tannery  with  success. 

Dubs'  tannery  was  situated  in  Lower  Milford,  on 
the  Hosensack  Creek,  on  the  same  road  as  Dubs'  grist- 
mill, and  one  and  one-eighth  miles  east  from  Dillin- 
gersville.  The  land  on  which  this  tannery  was  erected 
is  also  a  part  of  the  original  tract  called  "  Potts." 
Jacob  Dubs,  Jr.,  purchased  from  his  father,  Daniel, 
in  December,  1824,  the  said  tract  of  thirty-four  acres. 
He  carried  on  the  business  for  many  years,  as  also  did 
his  sons,  Daniel  Dubs  and  Jacob  D.  Dubs,  and  after- 
wards Alvin  Jarrett  and  Samuel  K.  Carl.  About  the 
year  1861  operations  were  discontinued. 

Dubs'  Forge  was  situated  in  Lower  Milford,  on  a 
branch  of  the  Hosensack,  on  the  public  road  leading 
from  Dubs'  grist-mill  to  Limeport,  and  about  one- 
quarter  of  a  mile  northeast  from  said  grist-mill.  This 
mill  was  erected  by  John  Dubs  about  the  year  1825. 
John  Dubs  purchased  from  his  father,  Daniel  Dubs, 
over  sixty- eight  acres,  besides  the  old  homestead 
(which  is  part  of  a  tract  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres 
called  "Potts"),  on  Dec.  17,  1824.  At  this  mill  or 
forge  there  was  manufactured  all  kinds  of  cutlery, 
augers,  etc.  The  Dubs  forge  was  known  to  a  distance 
of  over  twenty  miles  around.  This  mill  was  conducted 
by  John  Dubs,  and  also  by  his  son,  Aaron  K.  Dubs, 
for  a  number  of  years. 

Limekilns. — Limestone  is  abundant  in  the  Hosen- 
sack Valley  in  Lower  Milford,  and  also  on  the  line 
between  Lower  Milford  and  Saucon  (at  Limeport), 
and  on  the  line  between  Upper  Milford  and  Lower 
Macungie,  and  on  the  line  between  Upper  Milford 
and  Hereford  (Berks  Co.).  When  the  first  limekiln 
was  erected  I  am  not  able  to  say.  At  first  there  was 
one  on  almost  every  farm.  During  the  winter  months 
the  farmers  hauled  their  limestone,  many  having  to 
go  a  great  distance  to  the  quarry.  They  burned  lime 
only  for  their  own  use. 

About  the  year  1800,  or  previous  to  that  year,  there 
was  a  limekiln  erected  by  Abraham  Schantz  on  his 
premises  in  the  Hosensack  Valley.  Lime  was  first 
manufactured  or  burned  by  wood,  and  later  with  coal, 


and  sold  to  the  farmers  and  builders.  Later  there 
were  some  other  kilns  erected  by  Abraham  Schantz, 
and  by  his  son,  John  Schantz,  and  still  later  by  his 
sons,  Joseph  Schantz,  Henry  Schantz,  Samuel  Wein- 
berger, and  others.  At  present  there  are  seven  or 
eight  limekilns  in  Hosensack  kept  in  operation  every 
year,  especially  during  the  spring  and  fall  season,  by 
Solomon  Schantz,  Milton  Schantz,  Jonathan  Fretz, 
etc.  At  Limeport  there  are  a  number  of  kilns  kept  in 
operation  by  Thomas  K.  Ott. 

Creameries. — The  Hosensack  Creamery  Company 
was  organized  and  incorporated  in  December,  1879. 
The  first  ofiicers  of  this  incorporation  were  William 
Harrison  Mechling,  president ;  Adam  Krauss,  secre- 
tary ;  Reuben  M.  Roeder,  treasurer. 

In  the  following  year,  1880,  the  company  erected  a 
building,  with  all  the  necessary  machinery,  in  the 
village  of  Hosensack.  The  average  supply  of  milk 
used  in  this  creamery  is  over  four  thousand  one  hun- 
dred pounds  per  day.  Out  of  that  milk  is  made  one 
hundred  and  thirty  pounds  of  butter  per  day  and 
three  hundred  and  ten  pounds  of  cheese.  The  pres- 
ent ofiicers  are  Samuel  G.  Carl,  president;  William 
M.  Roeder,  secretary  and  superintendent;  Soloman 
Schantz,  treasurer. 

Schuler's  creamery  is  situated  in  Lower  Milford, 
on  the  public  road  leading  from  Dillingersville  to 
Steinsburg,  and  nearly  two  miles  southeast  from 
Dillingersville.  The  buildings  of  this  creamery  were 
erected,  and  engine  and  all  the  necessary  machinery 
put  in,  in  1880,  by  David  Schuler,  and  the  creamery 
was  started  on  the  6th  of  September,  in  the  same 
year,  by  his  son,  William  R.  Schuler,  who  became 
the  proprietor  of  it.  In  the  year  1883,  Mr.  Schuler 
received  and  used  fifty-nine  thousand  five  hundred 
and  eighty-one  pounds  of  milk,  from  which  he  man- 
ufactured, during  the  same  year,  two  thousand  and 
twenty-two  pounds  of  butter  and  nearly  four  thou- 
sand pounds  of  cheese.  William  Schuler  is  still  the 
proprietor. 

List  of  Soldiers  of  the  War  of  1812  from  Upper 
Milford. — Henry  Flores,  George  Flores,  George 
Schmoyer,  Nicolaus  Fegely,  Henry  Fegely,  Charles 
Ross,  Jacob  Krammes,  John  V.  Buskirk,  Dr.  C. 
Friederich  Dickenshied  (surgeon),  Jacob  Ortt. 

Soldiers  of  the  Civil  War. — List  of  the  names  of 
the  soldiers  who  served  with  the  One  Hundred  and 
Seventy-sixth  Regiment  Pennsylvania  Militia  for  ten 
months  in  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  and  South  Caro- 
lina from  Upper  and  Lower  Milford  :  Capt.,  George 
Neitz,  Lower  Milford ;  1st  lieut.,  Charles  H.  Foster, 
Upper  Milford ;  2d  lieut.,  Philip  W.  Flores,  Lower 
Milford  ;  1st  sergt.,  Addison  Siebert,  Lower  Milford ; 
3d  sergt.,  John  G.  Rosenbery,  Upper  Milford ;  4th 
sergt.,  Charles  Heil,  Lower  Milford  ;  -Sth  sergt.,  Wil- 
liam H.  Wieand,  Upper  Milford ;  2d  corp.,  William 
M.  Roeder,  Lower  Milford  ;  3d  Corp.,  John  F.  Fegely, 
Upper  Milford  ;  4th  corp.,  Willoughby  Standt,  Upper 
Milford;    6th   corp.,  Henry   Bauer,  Upper  Milford; 
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drummer,  Michael  Nuss,  Upper  Milford  ;  privates  of 
Lower  Milford,  Jonathan  H.  Bickel,  Franklin  Floras, 
David  Gary,  Daniel  Heimbach,  William  H.  Schiffert ; 
privates  of  Upper  Milford,  Martin  Ackerman,  John 
Bracht,  William  Dony,  William  Ettinger,  David 
Fischer,  Solomon  Hallman,  Joseph  Kuhns,  Gottlieb 
Plueger,  Lewis  Keinbold,  Samuel  Rothanberger, 
William  Sichar. 

The  following  thraa-year  man  served  in  several 
regiments.  Upper  Milford:  William  Schlicher,  Jacob 
Diehl,  Edwin  Diehl,  John  Lynn,  One  Hundred  and 
Fourth  Regiment ;  Solomon  Wieder,  David  Wieder, 
Daniel  Hittel,  Forty-seventh  Regiment. 

Lower  Milford,  Milton  Engelman,  Reuben  M. 
SohafFar,  John  J.  Brunner,  One  Hundred  and  Fourth 
Regiment ;  Solomon  Hilligass,  Levenus  Hilligass, 
Charles  Miller,  Anthony  Kleinsmith,  Daniel  Klein- 
smith,  Forty-seventh  Regiment. 

Dilling'ersville  is  a  small  village  situated  in  Lower 
Milford  township,  and  contains  one  hotel,  one  store, 
post-office,  telegraph-office  (of  the  Union  Telegraph 
Company),  and  seven  dwelling-houses.  It  is  located 
on  Moser's  or  (later)  Dillingar's  Ridge,  and  on  the 
public  road  leading  from  Zionsville,  or  from  the  old 
King's  high-road  to  Spinnerstown,  in  Bucks  County, 
and  is  nearly  eleven  miles  southwest  from  Allentown. 
This  place  was  first  settled  in  the  j^ear  1735,  by  Mi- 
chael Moser,  who  immigrated  two  years  prior  from 
the  Palatinate  to  this  country,  coming  to  Philadel- 
phia, in  the  ship  "  Adventurer,"  with  fifty-seven 
others  of  his  friends  and  comrades,  on  Sept.  23,  1732. 
He  settled  in  the  year  above  mentioned  at  this  place, 
and  took  up  one  hundred  acres  of  land,  on  which  the 
present  village  is  located.  He  built  his  first  house 
near  a  beautiful  spring  of  clear  water,  and  lived  there 
about  thirty  years.  He  sold  his  property  about  the 
year  1766  to  Bernhard  Straub,  who  sold,  1773,  to  Peter 
Schuler,  who  sold,  1788,  to  John  Jacob  Dillinger,  who 
erected  soon  afterwards  an  oil-mill  on  the  premises, 
and  ran  the  same  for  about  fifteen  years.  This  oil- 
mill  is  still  there,  about  one  hundred  rods  east  from 
Dillingersville.  It  was  later  rebuilt  and  changed  to 
a  dwelling-house,  and  for  a  number  of  years  occupied 
by  one  of  his  daughters,  Christina  Dillinger.  It  is 
now  in  possession  of  Edward  Reinhard,  and  is  still  in 
good  condition.  A.bout  the  year  1800,  John  Dillin- 
ger, Jr.,  son  of  John  Jacob  Dillinger,  established  a 
country  store  on  the  premises,  which  they  kept  for 
about  nine  years. 

On  Dae.  5,  1803,  John  Jacob  Dillinger  died,  and 
left  five  children, — two  sous— John  and  Daniel — and 
three  daughters, — who  divided  the  property  among 
themselves.  On  April  19,  1805,  John  Dillinger  pur- 
chased ninety-seven  acres  and  one  hundred  and  four 
parches  of  the  Dillingersville  property  from  the  heirs 
of  John  Jacob  Dillinger,  deceased.  On  Sept.  2,  1809, 
John  Dillinger,  Jr.,  sold  all  his  property  to  Lorenz 
and  Daniel  Stabler  for  £1464  15s.,  and  removed  to 
Philadelphia. 


In  the  year  1810,  Daniel  Stabler  established  the 
first  tavern  in  Dillingersville,  and  became  the  land- 
lord, and  continued  the  same  for  seventeen  years,  until 
1827.  In  1827  the  property  was  sold  to  Henry  Stabler, 
who  continued  the  hotel  for  two  years,  and  sold,  in 
1829,  to  Hans  Dillinger  (or  John  Dillinger,  3d),  who 
sold  the  same  year  to  his  son,  Henry  Dillinger  (son- 
in-law  of  Daniel  Stabler).  From  1827  to  1829  the 
store  was  kept  by  Jacob  Weber. 

In  the  year  1830  a  large  stone  hotel  building  was 
erected  by  Henry  Dillinger,  who  became  the  landlord, 
and  kept  the  hotel  for  a  period  of  twenty-five  years, 
until  1855,  when  he  removed  to  Allentown.     He  was 
also  the  proprietor  of  the  store  for  about  seventeen 
years,— from  1829  to  1846.     Since  1855  the  hotel  has 
been   kept   by  the  following  landlords,  viz. ;    Jesse 
Reichenbach,  1855-56;    Christian  Fischer,  1856-58 
Edward    Frey,    1858-61;    George    Neitz,    1861-63 
Hiram  Hell,  1863-64 ;  Francis  Buchecker,  1864-65 
Nathan  Carl,  1865-68  ;  E.  S.  Diefenderfer,  1868-82 
Henry  Acker,  1882-84 ;  William  Boyer,  1884. 

In  the  year  1848  a  large  two-story  stone  dwelling- 
house,  and  in  1859  a  large  stone  Swiss  barn,  and  in 
1860  a  new  frame  store-house,  were  erected,  all  by 
Henry  Dillinger. 

In  1866,  when  Henry  Dillinger  died,  all  the  real 
property  was  sold  to  F.  T.  Jobst,  of  Emaus,  over 
one  hundred  and  three  acres,  for  over  eleven  thousand 
three  hundred  dollars.  He  sold,  1867,  the  store  prop- 
erty and  eleven  acres  of  land  to  Israel  Larosch,  and 
in  1869  the  hotel  property  and  eleven  acres  of  land  to 
E.  S.  Diefenderfer. 

Since  the  time  of  John  Dillinger,  Jr.  (1809),  the 
store  has  been  kept  as  follows,  viz. :  John  Ruch,  four 
years  ;  Charles  &  Jacob  Weber,  four  years  (1825-29) ; 
Henry  Dillinger,  seventeen  years  (1829-46) ;  Jesse 
Zelner,  four  years  (1846-50) ;  Erwin  Burkhalter,  four 
years  (1851-56) ;  Solomon  Dillinger  &  Daniel  J. 
Dillinger,  two  years  (1856-58);  William  J.  Eberhard, 
three  years  (1858-61);  George  Edelman,  three  years 
(1861-64);  Wieand  &  Brother,  one  year  (1864^65); 
John  M.  Schelly,  two  years  (1866-68)  ;  Flores  & 
Moyer,  five  years  (1868-73)  ;  William  M.  Gehman, 
four  years  (1873-77)  ;  E.  D.  Reiter,  four  years  (1877- 
81) ;  Henry  W.  Nuss,  since  1881  (three  years). 

Since  1853  this  village  has  always  been  used  as  the 
polling-place  of  Lower  Milford,  and  previous  to  the 
year  1853  (in  which  year  Lower  Milford  was  separated 
from  Upper  Milford)  it  was  the  polling-place  of  Upper 
Milford  for  over  fifty  years,  but  only  for  the  fall 
election. 

From  1812  until  1868  mails  were  carried  to  this 
post-oflice  only  once  a  week.  First,  every  Thursday, 
by  route  from  Fogelsvile  to  Trumbauersville  (Bucks 
County)  and  back,  afterwards,  by  route,  from  Ma- 
cungie  to  North  Wales  (Montgomery  County),  every 
Friday,  and  back  on  Saturday.  Later,  from  1868  to 
1874,  twice  a  week,  on  Wednesday  and  Friday.  First 
by  route  from  Sumneytown  (Montgomery  County)  to 
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Emaus  and  back,  then  by  route  from  Palm  (Mont- 
gomery County)  to  Emaus  and  back. 

Since  1874  mails  have  been  carried  every  day,  ex- 
cept on  Sunday,  by  Perkiomen  Railroad. 

Postage  was,  previous  to  1816,  on  a  letter  of  only 
one  sheet  (one-quarter  of  an  ounce),  for  a  distance  of 
not  over  forty  miles  eight  cents,  not  over  ninety  miles 
ten  cents,  and  not  over  one  hundred  miles  twelve  and 
a  half  cents,  and  over  five  hundred  miles  twenty 
cents.  From  1816  to  1845  postage  on  a  letter  of  one- 
quarter  of  an  ounce  was  six  and  one-quarter  cents  for 
a  distance  of  thirty  miles,  from  thirty  to  eighty  miles 
ten  cents,  from  eighty  to  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles 
twelve  and  a  half  cents,  from  one  hundred  and  fifty 
to  four  hundred  miles  eighteen  cents,  and  over  four 
hundred  twenty-five  cents.  From  1845  to  1851,  on  a 
letter  not  over  one-half  of  an  ounce  three  hundred 
miles  five  cents,  and  over  three  hundred  miles  ten 
cents. 

In  1851  postage  was  reduced  to  three  cents  in  ad- 
vance, and  otherwise  five  cents  for  a  distance  of  not 
over  three  thousand  miles. 

In  1863  postage  was  reduced  on  a  letter  not  over 
one-half  ounce  to  all  parts  of  the  United  States  to 
three  cents,  to  be  paid  in  advance.  Since  Oct.  1, 
1883,  postage  is  only  two  cents  on  a  letter  not  over 
one-half  ounce  to  all  parts  of  the  United  States. 

Stahler's  (later  Dillingersville)  Post-OiRee.— In 
the  year  1812  there  was  a  post-office  established  in 
the  present  village  of  Dillingersville,  by  the  name  of 
Stahler's  Post-Office,  and  Daniel  Stabler  was  appointed 
postmaster.  This  was  the  first  post-office  in  the  lower 
part  of  the  county  of  Lehigh.  Daniel  Stabler  had 
been  postmaster  until  1827,  when  he  sold  the  property 
to  Henry  Stabler  and  resigned  the  post-office,  when 
Henry  Stabler  was  appointed  postmaster  for  two  years, 
and  resigned. 

In  1829,  Hans  Dillinger  purchased  the  hotel  prop- 
erty, and  his  son,  Henry  Dillinger,  son-in-law  of 
Daniel  Stabler,  became  postmaster  the  same  year,  and 
purchased  also  the  property  from  his  father,  Hans  Dil- 
linger, and  conducted  the  post-office  until  about  the 
year  1849,  when  it  was  discontinued  for  two  years. 

In  the  year  1851,  under  the  administration  of  Presi- 
dent Fillmore,  this  post-office  was  re-established,  under 
the  name  of  Dillingersville,  and  Ervin  Burkhalter 
was  appointed  postmaster,  who  administered  the  office 
for  four  years,  and  resigned  in  1856. 

The  same  year  Daniel  J.  Dillinger  was  appointed, 
and  served  until  1866,  when  James  D.  Dillinger  was 
appointed  for  one  year. 

In  November,  1867,  P.  W.  Flores  was  appointed 
postmaster  at  this  post-office,  and  has  administered 
the  same  until  the  present  date  (Jan.  21,  1884). 

Dillinger's  Station,  a  village  of  six  dwelling- 
houses,  station-house,  one  grain  and  feed  store,  is  situ- 
ated on  the  Perkiomen  Railroad,  in  Upper  Milford, 
about  one  and  one-quarter  miles  north  from  the  vil- 
lage of  Dillingersville. 


In  the  Centennial  year,  1876,  when  the  Perkiomen 
Railroad  was  opened  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
community,  this  station  was  established  under  the 
name  of  Schelly's  Station,  later  changed  to  Dillinger. 

In  the  same  year  (1876)  Levi  N.  Schelly  erected  a 
large  feed  storehouse  and  opened  a  coal-yard,  in  which 
he  has  since  done  a  successful  business.  At  this  place 
is  the  tunnel  of  the  Perkiomen  Railroad,  constructed 
in  1874-75,  through  the  solid  rock  of  a  branch  of  the 
South  Mountain.  It  is  between  seventeen  hundred 
and  eighteen  hundred  feet  long.  Mails  are  to  be  car- 
ried between  Dillinger's  Station  and  Dillingersville 
twice  every  day,  except  Sunday. 

Hosensack  Village, — This  village  is  situated  near 
the  Hosensack  Creek,  in  Lower  Miltord,  and  on  the 
public  road  leading  from  Macungie  to  Philadelphia 
(the  old  "  King's  high-road"),  and  nearly  twelve  miles 
southwest  from  Allentown.  It  contains  a  hotel,  store, 
and  post-office,  creamery,  and  nine  dwelling-houses. 
The  land  on  which  the  village  is  located  was  a  part 
of  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres  taken  up  by  Henry 
Keiber  (or  Geber),  in  pursuance  of  a  warrant  dated 
June  26,  1734.  About  one-fourth  of  a  mile  east  of 
this  village  the  first  house  was  erected  in  the  same 
year  by  Henry  Keiber.  He  sold  the  land  one  year 
later  (June  6,  1785)  to  Andreas  Eckhard,  who  sold, 
Dec.  24,  1744,  to  David  Streib,  who  sold,  March  17, 
1846,  to  George  Klein,  who  obtained  a  patent  (deed), 
which  was  dated  Aug.  6,  1757.  George  Klein  estab- 
lished the  first  tavern  on  the  site  of  the  present  village 
of  Hosensack.  We  find  that  he  was  first  licensed  to 
keep  tavern  in  June,  1759.  This  tavern  was  situ- 
ated on  the  above-mentioned  "  King's  high-road," 
which  was  surveyed  and  laid  out  in  the  month  of 
March,  1735.  (This  place,  or  the  neighborhood,  was 
sometimes  called  "  Hosenhaason,"  and  it  is  so  men- 
tioned in  the  Pennsylvania  Archives,  when  Secretary 
John  Armstrong  ordered  to  report  without  delay  fifty 
men,  soldiers  at  George  Klein's,  in  Hosenhaason, 
Oct.  1,  1784,  being  the  time  of  the  Indian  troubles  in 
the  Wyoming  Valley.) 

Previous  to  the  Revolutionary  war  George  Stahl 
established  a  country  store  near  the  village  of  Hosen- 
sack, which  was  continued  for  several  years.  Stahl 
was  employed  as  teamster  during  the  war,  and  with 
two  teams  he  hauled  regularly  flour  and  other  pro- 
visions from  his  store  and  other  places  to  the  head- 
quarters of  the  American  army  in  Philadelphia. 
Flour  was  brought  from  the  mill  in  the  neighborhood, 
and  with  all  kinds  of  provisions  from  the  neighbor- 
hood brought  to  Stahl's  store.  The  store  was  later 
discontinued. 

In  the  vicinity  of  Hosensack,  in  the  time  of  the 
Revolutionary  war,  the  last  bear  in  Milford  was  killed 
by  John  Stahl,  a  son  of  George  Stahl,  when  he  was 
only  twelve  years  old,  with  the  assistance  of  other 
boys  of  the  neighborhood. 

The  above-mentioned  George  Stahl  kept  the  tavern 
at  this  place  for  a  period  of  twenty-seven  years,  until 
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the  year  1786,  in  which  year  Gabriel  Klein  was  li- 
censed to  keep  it.  How  long  he  kept  tavern  is  not 
known. 

In  the  year  1797,  George  Klein  sold  all  his  land  to 
his  three  sons, — Abraham,  Isaac,  and  Jacob.  That 
portion  on  which  the  tavern  was  located,  or  all  that 
portion  of  his  land  which  was  situated  on  the  south 
side  of  the  King's  high-road,  was  sold  to  his  son  Abra- 
ham ;  and  no  doubt  he  carried  on  the  tavern  for  a 
number  of  years.  Later  the  hotel  was  sold  by  Abra- 
ham Klein  to  his  brother-in-law,  Andrew  Eieser,  who 
with  his  wife,  Sybilla  Kieser,  kept  it  for  several  years. 
At  the  same  time  a  store  was  kept  here  by  Jonathan 
Stahl,  son-in-law  of  Andrew  Eieser.  Jonathan  Stahl 
was  also  licensed  to  keep  tavern  in  May,  1815,  and 
continued  for  several  years.  In  or  about  the  year 
1820,  Hans  (or  John)  Yeakel  became  the  landlord, 
and  kept  the  hotel  for  several  years,  after  which  Jona- 
than Stahl  again  had  charge  of  it  a  few  years.  In  or 
about  the  year  1830,  Henry  Stabler  purchased  the 
hotel  property  from  Andrew  Eieser,  and  continued 
the  hotel  for  three  years,  when  it  was  sold  to  Peter 
Gery,  who  sold  it,  about  the  year  1840,  to  Solomon  L. 
Holder,  who  continued  the  same  for  over  twenty-five 
years,  until  the  year  1866.  In  1866,  George  Bach- 
man  purchased  the  property,  and  in  1869  he  built  a 
new  stone  hotel,  of  which  he  remained  the  landlord 
until  1882,  when  he  leased  it  to  John  Schneck,  who 
was  the  landlord  for  one  year.  In  the  year  1883, 
Christian  Weisz,  the  present  landlord,  purchased  the 
property.  Previous  to  the  year  1800  this  hotel  re- 
ceived the  name  of  "Hirschhorn  Wirthshaus,"  or 
"  Buckhorn  Hotel,"  which  it  has  ever  since  borne. 

In  the  year  1828,  David  Gehman  established  a 
new  store,  and  was  appointed  postmaster.  About 
the  year  1850,  David  Gehman  built  a  second  and 
large  brick  store-house  and  store,  in  which  business 
was  continued  by  Gehman  &  Schoenly  until  1860, 
after  which  Wickert  &  Klein,  William  M.  Gehman, 
Charles  Schoenly,  Henry  A.  Kauflfman,  and  A.  N. 
Wanner  carried  it  on. 

The  Hosensack  post-office  was  established  in  or 
about  the  year  1841,  and  David  Gehman  was  appointed 
the  first  postmaster  (under  the  administration  of  Pres- 
ident Taylor).  He  was  the  postmaster  until  the  year 
1853,  at  which  time  (under  President  Pierce)  Solo- 
mon L.  Holder  was  appointed.  In  1861,  David  Geh- 
man was  appointed  postmaster  the  second  time,  and 
kept  the  ofiice  until  1872,— eleven  years,— when  he 
resigned,  and  his  son-in-law,  Charles  Schoenly,  was 
appointed.  In  1873,  H.  A.  Kaufiman  was  appointed. 
He  served  three  years,  and  resigned,  and  in  1876  A. 
Hunsicker  was  appointed.  Mrs.  Annie  Wanner,  his 
successor  and  the  present  incumbent,  was  appointed 
postmistress  in  1880. 

Limeport  is  a  village  in  Lower  Milford  township, 
on  the  Saucon  line,  and  on  the  public  road  leadino- 
from  the  Allentown  and  Coopersburg  turnpike  to 
Steinsburg  (Bucks  County).     It  contains  two  hotels 


one  store,  coachmakers'  shop,  telegraph-office,  post- 
office,  and  thirteen  dwelling-houses.  The  land  on 
which  the  village  is  located  was  a  part  of  a  tract  pur- 
chased by  a  man  named  Philip  Hill,  of  Saucon.  In 
the  year  1825,  Daniel  Erdman  erected  the  present 
Eagle  Hotel,  and  became  the  landlord,  and  kept  it 
until  his  death,  in  1850.  In  1851,  Eeuben  Schafier 
purchased  the  property,  and  kept  the  hotel  for  twenty- 
five  years  (until  the  year  1876),  and  sold  to  Thomas 
K.  Ott,  who  kept  it  two  years,  and  in  1878  his  son,  M. 
H.  Ott,  the  present  landlord,  took  possession.  In  the 
year  1850,  Joseph  Wittman  built  the  other  hotel  (at 
present  occupied  by  Peter  Benner).  This  was  occu- 
pied by  tenants  for  over  fifteen  years,  as  follows,  viz. : 
George  Neits,  1850-52  ;  Abner  Mory,  1852-54 ;  Derr 
&  Bitting,  1854-55;  J.  B.  Kemmerer,  1855-64;  Wil- 
liam Egner  and  others,  1864-65 ;  David  Erdman, 
1865-66.  In  the  year  1866,  Peter  Benner  purchased 
the  hotel  property  from  the  heirs  of  David  Erdman 
and  became  the  landlord.    He  still  holds  that  position. 

The  following  persons  have  kept  store  in  the  vil- 
lage: John  Aplegate;  Abner  Mory,  1852-54;  Derr  & 
Bitting,  1854-55;  J.  B.  Kemmerer,  1855-64;  Sam- 
uel Bergstresser,  1864-65 ;  Benner  &  Fink,  1865-70 ; 
Schaffer  &  Deily,  and  Charles  Egner. 

Limeport  Post-Office. — This  post-office  was  estab- 
lished at  the  store  of  Benner  &  Fink  in  the  year 
1867,  and  Lewis  N.  Benner  was  appointed  postmaster, 
and  held  the  office  until  1871.  The  same  year  Joseph 
Wittman  was  appointed  postmaster,  and  held  the 
office  for  eleven  years,  when  he  resigned.  In  the 
year  1882,  Charles  Egner  was  appointed  postmaster, 
and  is  still  in  office. 

Kranssdale,  a  village  of  eight  dwelling-houses, 
one  school-house,  machine-shop,  and  foundry,  is  situ- 
ated in  Lower  Milford,  on  the  old  "  King's  high- 
road," in  the  most  southern  part  of  Lehigh  County, 
and  about  two  and  a  quarter  miles  south  from  the 
village  of  Hosensack.  The  land  on  which  Kraussdale 
is  situated  was  first  settled  by  Ulrich  Eieszer  in  1736. 
He  took  up  t-wo  hundred  and  seventy-eight  acres. 
Eieszer  died  Sept.  9,  1784,  and  his  executors,  Casper 
Eieszer  and  George  Kriebel,  sold  one  hundred  and 
ninety-five  acres  and  one  hundred  and  thirty-six 
perches  (part  of  two  hundred  and  seventy-eight  acres) 
to  Jacob  Probst  for  sixteen  hundred  and  forty-eight 
pounds.  Probst  sold  it  in  1798  to  Baltzer  Krauss  for 
seventeen  hundred  pounds,  who  sold,  June  4, 1803,  to 
his  two  sons,  John  Krauss  and  Andrew  Krauss,  for 
seventeen  hundred  and  seventy-five  pounds. 

At  this  place,  previous  to  the  year  1800,  there  was  a 
machine-shop  erected  by  John  Krauss,  Sr.,  in  which  he 
manufactured  wool  carding-machines  on  a  large  scale. 
In  the  year  1819,  John  Krauss  died,  and  the  property 
came  in  possession  of  his  son,  Anthony  Krauss,  who 
changed  the  shop  to  a  thrashing-machine  manufac- 
tory, in  which  excellent  thrashing-machines  were 
made.  A.  Krauss  died  in  the  year  1852,  and  the 
property  came  in  possession   of  his   sons,  Isaac  Y. 
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Krauss,  Harrison  Y.  Krauss,  and  James  Krauss. 
They  continued  the  business  of  manufacturing  ma- 
chines under  the  firm-name  of  Krauss  &  Brothers, 
and  are  doing  at  present  a  large  business. 

About  the  year  1870  a  large  machine-manufactory 
was  established  by  Krauss  &  Brothers,  in  which  was 
also  a  foundry.  In  this  factory  at  present  all  kinds  of 
agricultural  and  many  other  machines  are  manufac- 
tured. Krauss  &  Brothers'  business  will  at  present 
equal  any  other  of  the  same  kind  in  Lehigh  County. 

At  the  same  place,  about  the  year  1790,  an  organ 
manufactory  was  established  by  Andrew  Krauss.  At 
this  place  the  first  melodeon  in  the  United  States  was 
manufactured.  Many  churches  in  Lehigh,  Berks, 
Montgomery,  and  Bucks  Counties  have  been  supplied 
with  organs  by  A.  Krauss,  and  later  by  Joel  Krauss. 

Corning  is  a  small  village  containing  six  dwelling- 
houses,  store,  and  post-office,  and  station-house  (Per- 
kiomen  Railroad),  situated  on  the  line  between  Lower 
and  Upper  Milford,  near  the  line  of  Montgomery 
County,  and  on  the  public  road  leading  from  Here- 
ford, Berks  Co.,  to  the  Hosensack  Valley. 

This  village  has  been  built  up  in  the  last  seven  or 
eight  years  by  Ellas  Trump,  Mrs.  Sterner,  and  others. 
A  store  was  kept  there  by  H.  W.  Nuss.  Ellas  Trump 
is  the  present  store-keeper. 

At  the  end  of  June,  1883,  there  was  a  new  post- 
office  established  at  the  above-described  village  under 
the  name  of  Corning,  and  Ellas  Trump  was  appointed 
postmaster.     He  still  holds  the  office. 

Zionsville  (Old). — This  village  is  located  in  Upper 
Milford,  on  the  old  "King's  high-road"  leading  from 
Macungie  to  Goshenhoppen,  and  also  on  the  Here- 
ford and  Shimersville  turnpike,  and  on  a  branch  of  the 
South  Mountain,  and  is  between  nine  and  ten  miles 
southwest  from  Allentown.  The  village  contains  one 
hotel,  one  store,  two  churches,  one  carriage-factory, 
one  marble-yard,  and  thirty  dwelling-houses. 

The  early  history  of  this  village  is,  like  that  of 
others,  involved  in  some  obscurity.  The  land  on 
which  the  village  is  situated  was  takeo  up  by  Chris- 
tian Crall,  or  Kraul,  and  Philip  Herzog.  Crall  took 
the  upper  part,  on  the  hill,  from  the  Lutheran  Church 
west  and  northwestward  (about  twenty-five  acres),  in 
the  year  1734.  The  land  on  which  the  lower  or  south- 
ern part  of  Zionsville  is  located  (about  one  hundred 
and  two  acres)  was  taken  up,  between  1740  and  1750. 
The  first  house  of  Zionsville  was  no  doubt  erected  by 
Christian  Crall,  near  the  present  residence  of  George 
Schell,  in  1734.  On  Crall's  land  was  the  Lutheran 
Church,  and  on  Herzog's  land  the  Reformed  Church 
was  erected.  Crall  sold  to  Martin  Schaffer,  who  sold 
to  his  brother,  William  Schafler,  and  in  1789  the  land 
became  the  property  of  Christoffel  and  William  Mohr. 
The  second  house  no  doubt  was  built  on  the  south 
side  of  the  present  village  by  Philip  Herzog,  about 
the  year  1740.  After  the  death  of  father  Herzog 
(1785)  the  land  became  the  property  of  his  son,  Paul 
Herzog,  who  sold,  Feb.  14,  1789,  to  Wendell  Wieand. 


On  this  land,  between  1750  and  1755,  the  first  Re- 
formed Church,  a  log  structure,  was  erected.  On  the 
north  side  of  Crall's  land  Peter  Hittel  bought,  Jan. 
20,  1753,  of  John  Bingamau  one  hundred  and  twenty 
acres.  He  donated,  1757,  one  acre  to  the  Lutheran 
congregation,  and  upon  it,  in  1758,  the  first  Lutheran 
Church  (log)  was  erected,  about  fifty  perches  north  of 
the  Reformed  Church. 

About  the  year  1810  the  first  store  was  established 
by  Philip  Hittel,  who  sold,  some  years  later,  to  his 
brother,  William  Hittel,  who  sold  to  Wieand  & 
Meyer.  They  sold,  several  years  afterwards,  to  C. 
W.  Wieand. 

About  the  year  1880  a  new  stone  hotel  was  erected 
by  Philip  Hittel,  and  he  became  landlord,  and  con- 
tinued in  business  for  many  years. 

In  1789  the  second  Reformed  Church,  and  in  1819 
the  second  Lutheran  Church  (a  Union  Church),  were 
erected,  both  of  stone.  In  1853  a  new  organ  was 
erected  in  the  Union  Church,  which  cost  eight  hun- 
dred dollars. 

In  1858  the  third  Reformed,  and  in  1876  the  third 
Lutheran,  Churches  were  built,  both  of  brick. 

In  the  year  1841  a  two-story  school-house  was  built 
by  subscriptions,  taken  among  both  congregations,  for 
the  use  of  both  churches.  In  this  school-house,  in 
1842,  the  first  Sunday-school  (a  Union  school)  was 
established,  under  the  name  of  Zion's  Sunday-school. 
About  the  year  1869  a  large  brick  dwelling-house 
was  built  by  Anthony  Mechling. 

About  the  year  1853,  George  Neitz  became  the  pro- 
prietor of  the  hotel,  and  kept  the  same  for  three  years, 
after  which  Christian  Henninger  became  proprietor. 
In  1865,  Jonathan  B.  Kemmer  purchased  it  and  be- 
came the  landlord.  In  1868  he  sold  to  Nathan  Carl, 
who  kept  it  until  his  death,  in  1879,  since  which 
time  Jane  Jackenbach  has  been  the  landlady. 

About  the  year  1848,  C.  W.  Wieand  built  a  large 
stone  store,  which  has  since  been  kept  by  several  per- 
sons,—Willoughby  Artman  (until  1857),Mahlon  Art- 
man  (1857-62),  Erdman  &  Mark  (1862-66),  Henry 
Erdman  (1866-69),  Frank  Gery  (1869-72),  Henry 
Bechtold  (1872-74),  Charles  Mangold  (1874-78),  and 
Isaac  Kriebel,  at  present. 

The  greater  part  of  the  houses  have  been  erected 
since  1850. 

Previous  to  1860  a  coachmaker's  shop  was  erected, 
and  was  operated  for  several  years  by  David  Trexler 
and  others,  and  since  1866  by  Joseph  Z.  Yeakel. 

In  the  year  1849  there  was  a  post-office  established 
at  this  place  by  the  name  of  Zionsville,  and  Charles 
W.  Wieand  was  appointed  postmaster.  Since  that 
time  the  village  has  been  called  Zionsville.  The 
post-office  was  discontinued  in  1853. 

Zionsville  (New). — This  village  is  situated  on  the 
same  public  road  as  the  older  village,  and  also  on  the 
Perkioraen  Railroad,  in  Upper  Milford,  nearly  one 
mile  southeast  from  Old  Zionsville.  It  contains  a 
station-house,   hotel,   store    and    post-office,   school- 
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house,  and  ten  dwelling-houses.  The  foundation  of 
this  village  was  laid  in  1876,  when  the  Perkiomen 
Eailroad  was  opened,  and  when  the  station-house 
was  built.  The  same  year  a  large  brick  hotel  and 
store-house  was  built  by  Abraham  Geisinger,  and  at 
the  same  time  dwelling-houses  were  built  by  Eev. 
Uriah  Schelly,  Elias  Eosenberger,  Philip  Miller,  Sol- 
omon Hallman,  Joseph  Schultz,  and  Alfred  Eomig, 
and  later  by  William  M.  Gehman,  Samuel  Schubert, 
A.  Geisinger,  and  George  Miller. 

The  hotel  and  store  were  kept  by  William  M.  Geh- 
man, two  years  (1877-79) ;  C.  Czarlinsky,  two  years 
(1879-81);  O.  F.  Haas,  two  years  (1881-83).  Since 
April,  1883,  James  Scbantz  has  been  hotel-keeper, 
and  O.  F.  Haas  store-keeper. 

In  1878  a  post-office  named  Zionsville  was  estab- 
lished, and  William  M.  Gehman  appointed  postmas- 
ter. In  1882,  Abraham  Z.  Schelly,  the  present  post- 
master, was  appointed. 

Shimersville. — This  village,  containing  a  hotel, 
store,  post-office,  and  dwelling-houses,  is  situated  on 
the  old  public  road  (King's  high-road)  leading  from 
Macungie  to  Goshenhoppen  or  Philadelphia,  nine 
miles  southwest  from  Allentown,  and  nearly  two  and 
a  half  miles  southeast  from  Macungie.  The  land  on 
which  this  village  is  located  was  originally  three  hun- 
dred and  fifty-two  acres,  and  was  settled  by  Durk 
Jansen  (or  Derrick  Johnson)  in  the  year  1734.  He 
sold.  May  12, 1743,  one  hundred  acres  to  Paul  Dearst, 
and  later  sold  the  other  part  of  his  land  to  Jacob 
Miller. 

When  and  where  the  first  building  on  Jansen's  (or 
Johnson's)  land  was  erected  is  unknown,  but  no  doubt 
it  was  in  the  year  1735,  and  by  Jansen  himself. 
When  the  first  hotel  in  Shimersville  was  established 
is  likewise  unknown.  We  know  that  Jacob  Miller 
was  mentioned  as  an  inn-keeper  as  early  as  1774,  and 
that  he  kept  the  tavern  for  not  less  than  twenty  years. 
In  or  about  the  year  1792,  John  Shimer,  Esq.,  pur- 
chased the  property,  and  was  the  owner  of  it  for 
over  thirty-three  years,  until  1828.  Shimer  was  also 
a  justice  of  the  peace  for  at  least  ten  years  (1795- 
1805). 

During  the  time  in  which  John  Shimer  was  the 
owner  of  the  hotel  property  the  house  was  managed 
a  few  years  by  himself,  and  then  by  several  tenants, 
as  follows  :  John  Shimer,  George  Climer,  John  Stopp, 
Moses  Cain,  Daniel  Scherr,  Jonathan  Schwartz,  Dan- 
iel Gross,  John  Wesley,  John  Vogt  (or  Focht),  Isaac 
Jarrett,  John  Jarrett,  Daniel  West,  Charles  Wieder, 
Daniel  Siegfried,  Friederic  Bischitz. 

In  the  year  1828,  John  Shimer  sold  the  hotel  and 
his  farm  to  his  son,  Charles  B.  Shimer,  who  was  in 
possession  of  the  same  for  thirty-seven  years,  until 
1865,  during  which  time  the  hotel  was  kept  by  the 
following  landlords,  viz. :  Charles  B.  Shimer,  1828-35 ; 
John  Kneiss,  1835-36 ;  Joseph  Beidler,  1836-39 ; 
Joshua  Stabler,  1839-44  ;  Eeuben  Stabler,  1844-45  ; 
George  Beck,  1845-63. 


In  the  year  1863,  Charles  S.  Shimer  (son  of  Charles 
B.)  purchased  the  hotel,  and  became  the  landlord  for 
five  years,  until  1868,  when  he  sold  to  his  brother-in- 
law,  Jacob  Eiegel,  who  was  the  owner  of  the  hotel 
for  ten  years,  and  sold  to  William  B.  Shaffer  &  Co., 
the  present  owners.  During  this  time  the  hotel  was 
in  charge  of  the  following  landlords  (tenants),  viz. : 
John  Weaver,  Ephraim  Erb,  A.  J.  Schmick,  Solomon 
Bortz,  Henry  Weidner,  Henry  Kuder,  Adam  Miller, 
present  landlord. 

Store  was  first  kept  by  Joshua  Stabler  &  Eeuben 
Stabler,  five  years  (1839-44)  ;  Eeuben  Stabler,  eleven 
years  (1844-55)  ;  Hartzel  &  Jordan,  two  years  (18.55- 
57) ;  Jordan  &  Derr,  four  years  (1857-61)  ;  Chs.  Derr, 
one  year  (1861-62).  In  August,  1862,  store  was  de- 
stroyed by  fire,  and  a  new  store  was  built  the  same 
year.  Then  Shimer  &  Brother  kept  store  three  years 
(J863-66);  Mark  &  Schantz,  two  years  (1866-68); 
M.  M.  Mark,  seven  years  (1868-75);  and  Kern  & 
Brother  since  1875,  the  present  store-keepers  (1884). 

In  1845,  Eeuben  Stabler  built  a  new  store-house. 
In  1858,  Dr.  Jacob  Shimer  built  a  large  dwelling- 
house,  and  later  C.  B.  Shimer  and  John  B.  Shimer 
built  more  dwelling-houses. 

Shimersville  post-office  was  established  in  1853,  and 
Eeuben  Stabler  appointed  postmaster.  He  served 
two  years,  and  resigned  in  1855,  when  Charles  B. 
Shimer  was  appointed,  and  was  in  oflSce  until  1867, 
at  which  time  Dr.  Albert  M.  Sigmund  was  appointed 
postmaster,  and  served  until  his  death,  in  1875. 
Since  that  time  John  L.  Schreiber  has  been  the  reg- 
ular postmaster. 

Shimersville  is  located  on  one  of  the  highest  points 
of  the  Lehigh  or  South  Mountain,  from  which  the 
water  runs  in  four  diflferent  directions,  north-north- 
east, southeast,  east,  and  southwest.  At  the  east 
branch,  about  three  hundred  yards  from  its  source, 
D.  N.  Kern  constructed  a  carp-pond,  and  here  the 
first  German  carp  in  Lehigh  County  were  placed  in 
an  artificial  pond  the  9th  of  April,  1881.  Mr.  Kern 
soon  found  out  that  his  carp-pond  was  profitable,  so 
he  enlarged  it  in  the  fall  of  1883,  and  expects  large 
profits  from  it  in  the  future. 

The  soil  in  this  vicinity  is  a  dark  gravel  intermixed 
with  clay  and  loam.  This  soil  is  to  be  found  about 
one  mile  west  and  one  mile  east  from  Shimersville, 
and  for  about  half  a  mile  north  and  south  on  this 
kind  of  soil  the  heaviest  wheat  can  be  raised  that  is 
known  in  Lehigh  County.  It  weighs  from  sixty-four 
to  sixty-six  pounds  per  bushel.  In  the  village  of 
Shimersville  there  is  some  of  the  richest  red  oxide 
iron  ore.  About  one-fourth  of  a  mile  south  of  the 
village  are,  at  Zionsville,  some  of  the  richest  mag- 
netic iron-ore  veins.  There  is  also  some  magnetic 
iron  and  zinc  northwest  from  Shimersville.  About 
one-eighth  of  a  mile  north  from  the  village  is  a  rich 
deposit  of  emery  and  corundum.  The  corundum 
crystals  are  worth  two  hundred  dollars  per  ton. 
There  is  some  land  in  this  neighborhood  at  the  pres- 
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ent  time  that  is  held  at  one  thousand  dollars  per 
acre.  This  same  land  could  be  bought  very  cheap 
twelve  years  ago.  Up  to  1850  Shimersville  had 
only  five  houses.  At  the  present  time  it  has  thirteen 
houses. 

Powder  Valley  is  a  small  village,  containing  six 
dwelling-houses,  one  store,  one  pottery,  one  saw-  and 
grist-mill,  situated  in  Upper  Milford,  on  the  Indian 
Creek,  and  on  the  public  road  leading  from  the  Shi- 
mersville and  Hereford  turnpike  to  the  Hosensack 
Valley.  When  the  first  house  was  erected  at  this 
place  the  writer  cannot  ascertain.  In  the  year  1829 
a  powder-mill  was  erected  by  Henry  Kemmerer,  and 
continued  by  him  for  about  one  year,  when  it  was  sold 
to  Henry  Trump  and  Henry  Schell,  who  carried  it  on 
about  one  year,  when  it  exploded  and  was  discontin- 
ued. Near  the  same  place,  in  1831,  a  second  powder- 
mill  was  erected  by  Henry  Kemmerer,  and  was  con- 
tinued for  a  few  years.  Several  explosions  took  place, 
in  which  three  lives  were  lost,— two  negroes  and  one 
German,  Lewis  Eeiter.  At  the  same  time  and  place 
a  store  was  also  kept  by  Kemmerer. 

About  the  year  1834  he  sold  out  to  Christopher  Schu- 
bert, who  discontinued  the  powder-mill  and  store  and 
erected  on  the  same  place  a  wool-carding  mill  and  a 
casinet-factory,  which  he  continued  for  several  years, 
and  sold  to  the  Indian  Creek  Mining  Company, 
which  corporation  sold,  in  1852,  to  Solomon  Moyer, 
who  sold,  in  1869,  to  Stahl  &  Co.  They  discontinued 
the  woolen-mills  and  factory  and  erected  a  stave-mill, 
which  they  sold  two  years  later  to  Nathan  Stahl,  who 
erected  a  new  saw-mill,  with  steam-engine  (in  1874). 
These  were  continued  until  December,  1882,  at  which 
time  they  were  totally  destroyed  by  tire.  In  1883, 
Mr.  Stahl  built  on  the  same  place  a  new  grist-  and 
saw-mill,  which  is  still  in  operation.  A  pottery  was 
erected  here  by  -Charles  Stahl,  and  continued  over 
twenty  years. 

Vera  Cruz. — This  is  a  village  in  Upper  Milford, 
containing  one  tavern,  one  post-office,  one  general 
store,  one  shoe-store,  one  carriage-shop,  one  creamery, 
and  twenty-two  dwelling-houses,  situated  on  Fetter- 
man's  Creek  and  on  the  crossing  of  two  principal 
public  roads,  one  leading  from  "  the  King's  high- 
road" to  Emaus  and  AUentown,  and  the  other  lead- 
ing from  Shimersville  to  Saucon  township.  It  is 
about  eight  miles  southwest  from  AUentown. 

Of  the  beginning  of  this  village  but  little  is  known. 
The  ground  on  which  the  village  is  located  was  taken 
up  in  1738  by  John  Baumgartner,  who  sold  to  Gabriel 
Koehler  one  hundred  acres,  who  sold  in  1758  to  Felix 
Huber,  who  sold  to  Christian  Fischer.  This  Chris- 
tian Fischer  kept  a  store  or  shop  on  or  near  the  site 
of  the  present  Vera  Cruz  previous  to  the  year  1763. 

In  the  year  1786,  John  Fischer,  son  of  Christian 
Fischer,  was  licensed  to  keep  tavern  at  the  place  now 
called  Vera  Cruz,  and  continued  keeping  tavern  for 
nearly  thirty  years,  until  about  1815.  His  son,  Jacob 
Fischer,  also  kept  the  house  a  few  years.  About  the 
26 


years  1811-13,  Copeland  Boyd  kept  store  at  this  place, 
but  sold  out  and  went  to  Bethlehem.  In  1851,  Alex- 
ander Weaver  commenced  to  keep  a  store  there,  and 
continued  for  three  years.  Weaver  called  the  village 
first  by  the  name  Vera  Cruz  in  1851.  He  sold  to 
John  Jarrett,  who  kept  store  for  two  years  and  sold 
to  Charles  Bernhard,  who  commenced  to  keep  tavern, 
and  continued  until  the  year  1875,  when  he  went  to 
Emaus.  After  Bernhard,  John  H.  Berndt  was  land- 
lord for  several  years ;  then  F.  Ernst  Albert  one  year; 
Tilghman  Buskirk,  two  years;  and  Llewellyn  Diefen- 
derfer,  the  present  landlord.  The  following  persons 
also  kept  store  here:  1860-64,  J.  M.  &  J.  H.  Schelly; 
1864-67,  P.  G.  Schelly ;  1867-77,  Erdman  &  Schwartz ; 
1877-84,  Francis  Schwartz. 

The  greatest  part  of  the  buildings  of  this  village 
have  been  erected  since  I860.  Under  the  administra- 
tion of  President  James  Buchanan  there  was  a  post- 
oiBce  established  in  Vera  Cruz,  and  Charles  Bernhard 
appointed  postmaster.  He  was  in  office  until  1862 ; 
from  1862-64,  John  M.  Schelly  was  postmaster ;  from 
1864-67,  P.  G.  Schelly  was  postmaster.  In  the  year 
1867,  Francis  Schwartz,  the  present  postmaster,  was 
appointed. 

Vera  Cruz  Station  is  a  small  village  and  station  on 
the  Perkiomen  Railroad,  and  on  the  public  road  lead- 
ing from  old  Vera  Cruz  village  to  Lanark,  in  Saucon, 
about  one  mile  northeast  from  Vera  Cruz.  It  contains 
five  dwelling-houses,  a  hotel,  coal-yard  and  feed-store, 
station-house,  and  telegraph-office.  Most  of  the  build- 
ings have  been  erected  since  1875.  J.  Hatsking  has 
been  the  landlord  for  over  eight  years.  Daniel  Klein 
is  the  proprietor  of  the  Coal-yard  and  feed-store. 

Sig'mund  Post-Office. — This  post-office  is  located 
near  the  old  Hampton  Furnace,  in  the  Perkiomen 
Valley,  in  Upper  Milford,  on  the  public  road  leading 
from  said  furnace  to  Perryville,  in  Berks  County.  It 
was  established  at  the  store  of  F.  N.  Gery,  at  that 
place,  in  1872,  and  Peter  Faust  was  appointed  post- 
master. He  is  still  in  office.  This  post-office  receives 
mails  by  a  route  from  Zionsville  to  Sieszholtzville 
three  times  a  week. 


CHAPTER    XXX. 

SALISBURY   TOWNSHIP.i 

Salisbury  lies  in  the  southeastern  part  of  the 
county,  and  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  the  Lehigh 
Eiver  and  Whitehall,  on  the  east  by  Northampton 
County,  on  the  south  and  west  by  Upper  Saucon, 
Upper  Milford,  and  Macungie.  The  surface  is  gener- 
ally rolling.  In  the  southern  part,  and  forming  its 
boundary,  is  the  Lehigh  or  South  Mountain,  and  in 

1  By  ProfeBBor  J.  0.  KnauBS. 
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the  northeastern  part  i3  Ostrom's  Eidge.  Bottom- 
lands border  the  river,  affording  a  fine  field  for  the 
agiuculturist,  who  has  made  the  most  of  the  advan- 
tages here  afforded  him.  Excellent  farms  are  also  to 
be  seen  on  the  uplands  at  the  foot  of  South  Mountain. 

On  the  20th  of  March,  1753,  a  number  of  persons 
living  in  the  territory  along  the  Lehigh  River,  above 
Bethlehem,  united  in  a  petition  to  the  Court  of  Quar- 
ter Sessions  of  Northampton  County,  asking  that  a 
new  township  be  set  off.  This  petition  was  presented 
to  the  court  on  the  20th  of  May,  at  the  same  time 
with  Whitehall  and  Weissenberg.  The  court  took 
action  upon  the  matter  on  the  9th  of  June,  1753.  The 
following  is  from  record  of  the  court  of  that  date : 

"The  Petition  of  Divers  Persons,  Inhabitants  of  a 
tract  of  Land  about  8  miles  long  and  three  miles  broad. 
Bounded  on  one  side  by  the  West  branch  of  Delaware, 
and  on  the  other  sides  by  the  respective  townships  of 
Lower  and  Upper  Saucon,  Upper  Milford,  Macungie, 
and  Whitehall,  Praying  that  the  same  may  be  laid  out 
into  a  township,  to  be  called  Salisbury,'  was  allowed." 

At  the  October  term  of  court  in  that  year  Adam 
Blank  was  appointed  constable,  and  on  the  16th  day 
of  September,  1755,  Peter  Bogert  was  chosen  as  con- 
stable. The  justices  of  the  peace  of  the  township 
from  that  time  to  1840  will  be  found  in  the  general 
history. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  assessment  made 
by  the  commissioners  of  Northampton  County,  Dec. 
27,  1781  (George  Libert  collector;  amount  of  tax, 
£150  1«.  6d.) : 


Mattliiaa  Albert. 
William  Albert. 
Adam  G.  Blank. 
Levari  Abraham. 
Peter  Boger. 
Jacob  Boger. 
Conrad  Boch. 
Peter  Blank. 
Stephen  Deal. 
Jacob  Dershum. 
Stophel  Erhbach. 
John  Edelman. 
Nicholaa  Bveroth. 
Widow  Erhard. 
David  Eshenbach. 
Widow  Finck. 
Henry  Fetter. 
Peter  Finch. 
Christian  Gees. 
George  Gangwair. 
Felix  Good. 
John  Gerhard. 
Andrew  Gering, 
George  Grosh. 
Philip  Gunther. 
ChriBtian  Gemot. 
John  Gernet. 
John  Hartman. 


Michael  Hittle. 
George  Holshoe-. 
Henry  Heiaer. 
Henry  Heimbach . 
David  Heisaer. 
George  Haarman. 
Joseph  Koon. 
Henry  Keck, 
Abraham  Knouse. 
Leonard  Knorr. 
George  Keck. 
John  Keck, 
Andrew  Keck. 
Henry  Kemmerer. 
Marks  Keeffer. 
Laurence  Kline. 
Valentine  Kaup. 
Jacob  Knouse. 
John  Knouse. 
Henry  Knouse. 
William  Line. 
Hubrick  Lihr. 
George  Leibert. 
Martin  Leibert. 
William  Lohr. 
Jacob  Merckle. 
William  Moritz. 
George  Meyer. 


1  There  is  no  doubt  but  that  the  original  Tiame  of  the  township  was 
Salzherg,a6  this  was  almost  if  not  quite  a  German  settlement.  The  name 
appears,  however,  in  all  the  court  lecords  of  1753,  the  year  of  its  organi- 
zation, as  Salisburij.  This  is  accounted  for  by  the  courts  being  English 
and  the  recording  clerk  wrote  the  English  word  Salisbu7ij  instead  of  the 
German  Balzherg. 


Peter  Naglo.  Peter  Weaver. 

George  Ott.  Andrew  Walb. 

John  Ritter.  Abraham  Ziegler. 

Martin  Ritter.  Conrad  Bry. 

Caspar  Ritter.  Adam  Turney. 

Francis  Road.  John  Turney. 

Henry  Rinsheimer.  Andrew  Eisenhard. 

Henry  Ruch.  John  Trexler. 

Ulrich  Suuderecker.  John  Griesomer. 

Matthias  Shiner.  George  Glich. 

Frederick  Stubert.  Frederick  Romig. 

Bernet  Straub,  John  Rothrock. 

Widow  Shitz.  Caspar  Shenbruch. 

George  Stoderbach.  Andrew  Winner. 

Jacob  Spinner.  Jacob  Kolb. 

John  Snyder.  Andrew  Lewis. 

Samuel  Uttling.  George  Dutt. 

Caspar  Weaver,  Jacob  Raushenberger. 

Frederick  Winsh.  Jacob  Mickly. 

Adam  Wieder.  Henry  Bergy. 
Bastiau  Wendling. 

Adam  G.  Blank  and  Francis  Road  were  assessed  for 
seven  poundrt;  Jacob  Gissinger  for  eight  pounds; 
Peter  Boger,  Henry  Keck,  each  for  five  pounds;  all 
others  on  lower  amounts. 

The  following  names  are  found  on  record  as  those 
of  persons  having  taken  out  warrants  for  land  in 
Salisbury  township,  with  number  of  acres  and  date 
of  warrant: 

Acres. 

Frederick  Basserman,  Dec,  7, 1757 81 

Philip  Boehm,  June  4, 1789 25 

Christopher  Eschbach,  May  18,1790 4 

George  Hoffman,  Feb,  10, 1747 63 

Conrad  Hertzel,  Jan.  5, 1750 130 

John  Kurtz,  Feb.  20, 1755 51 

Benedict  Niedingler,  Aug.  30, 1794 33 

Jacob  Rickey,  March  1, 1747 130 

Johannes  Ran n,  Oct.  18,1750 91 

Henry  Rickey,  Dec.  28, 1752 84 

William  Raup,  March  13, 1786 21 

George  Spahn,  Oct.  24, 1762 51 

Abraham  Transue,  March  30, 1736 150 

George  Weiss,  April  1, 1773 72 

In  the  assessment  made  in  the  year  1781,  Stophel 
(Christopher)  Eshbach  is  the  only  one  given  of  those 
whose  names  appear  above. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  an  assessment  made  by 
the  commissioners  of  Northampton  for  the  township 
of  Salisbury  for  the  year  1812 : 

Jijfcu  Bogert.  Thomas  Everrett. 

Abraham  Bidleman.  William  Espelling. 

Jacob  Buchecker.  Henry  Fetter. 

George  Bieber.  Jacob  Fox. 

John  Beirey.  Peter  Fink. 

Jacob  Braiig.  John  Fetter. 

Michael  Bauer,  •  George  Gernet. 

Henry  Beirie.  John  Gernet. 

Henry  Bauer.  George  Adam  Klein. 

Tobias  Barnet.  George  Geisa. 

Jacob  Christ.  George  Geissinger. 

John  Deaterich.  Philip  Gross. 

Stephen  Dool.  John  Goebel. 

George  Deiley.  John  Gering. 

Christian  Dutt.  Christian  Gernet. 

John  Diehl.  Daniel  Gross. 

Itaniel  Diehl.  John  Hutchinson. 

Jacob  Diehl.  Christian  Heiberger. 

Israel  Dool.  George  Henry. 

Christian  Deiley.  John  Horlacher. 

George  Ehrich.  Abraham  Horlacher. 

George  Eshbach.  George  Heist. 

John  Eshbach.  Jacob  Horlacher. 

Jacob  Ehrenhord.  Joseph  Just,  Jr. 
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Joseph  Jost. 
Philip  Krauss, 
Frederick  Kocher. 
Jacob  Kachline. 
John  Keck. 
Peter  Kline. 
Stoffle  Kline. 
Jacob  Knauss. 
Henry  Kemmerer. 
Martin  Kemmerer. 
Andrew  Keck,  Sr. 
Andrew  Keck,  Jr. 
Nicholas  Kleckner. 
George  Keiffer. 
Adam  Klein. 
Michael  Klein. 
Philip  Klein. 
Daniel  Klein. 
Solomon  Keck. 
Henry  Keck. 
John  Kemmer. 
John  Knauss. 
Joseph  Klewell. 
John  Knauss. 
Joseph  Knauss. 
George  Keck. 
Casper  Kleckner. 
John  Klewell. 
William  Kruver. 
Adam  Laudenslager. 
Martin  Leibert. 
Solomon  Lukes. 
Joseph  Line. 
John  Line. 
Martin  Lazerous. 
France  Ludwig. 
John  Moritz. 
John  Meyer. 
George  Meyer. 
Sam  Mas  teller. 
Christian  Nagle. 
Widow  Nagle. 
John  Kese. 
Martin  Ritter. 
Henry  Ritter. 
Martin  Bitter. 
Hartman  Reinhard. 
Simon  Reinsmith. 
Jacob  Reise. 
Ludwig  Reinbold. 


William  Reinbold. 
Nicholas  Rommel. 
John  Ritter. 
Abraham  Spinner. 
David  Sholl. 
Rudolph  Smith. 
John  Stuber. 
William  Stuber. 
Daniel  Seigfried. 
John  Snyder,  Sr. 
John  Snyder,  Jr. 
George  Single. 
John  Spinner. 
Jeremiah  Shiffert. 
Jacob  Spinner. 
David  Spinner. 
Jacob  Shnyder. 
Henry  Suttler. 
Henry  Shiffert. 
Jacob  Shiffert. 
Conrad  Stare. 
Jacob  Sheaver. 
Christian  Stump. 
Peter  Shitz. 
Peter  Schlecter. 
Michael  Streibich. 
Peter  Swager. 
Samuel  Toon. 
Adam  Uberroth, 
George  Uberroth. 
Nicholas  Uberroth. 
David  Uberroth. 
George  Wetzgar. 
Peter  Waldman, 
Jacob  Wild. 
Jacob  Weil. 
George  Weber. 
John  Wagener. 
John  Weider. 
Peter  Weber. 
Philip  Weber. 
Frederick  Winsh. 
Abraham  Wormau. 
George  Yohe. 
Abraham  Ziegler. 
Leonard  Geiger. 
Matthias  Greiling. 
Frederick  Winsh. 
Abraham  Neuhard. 


Single  Freemen. 


Michael  Fink. 
Henry  Bower. 
John  Bower. 
Peter  Graver. 
John  Spinner. 
John  Reinbold. 
David  Geissinger. 
Samuel  Masteller. 
Henry  Masteller. 
Jacob  Fox. 
Abraham  Stare. 

Unseated  lands. 


George  Moritz. 
Jacob  Reese. 
Christian  Klewell. 
John  Rau, 
Ludwig  Reinbold. 
Jacob  Sutor. 
Daniel  Ritter. 
William  Dool. 
Peter  Slyter. 
Adam  Nagle. 
Benjamin  Keck, 
sixty-five  different  names. 


Many  names  will  be  found  in  the  lists  here  given 
of  whom  no  information  whatever  can  be  obtained. 
Efforts  have  been  made  to  obtain  accounts  of  the  old 
families  whose  descendants  are  still  in  the  township 
or  county.     Sketches  of  a  few  are  here  given. 

Early  Settlements —The  first  settler  in  the  limits 
of  what  is  now  Salisbury  was  Solomon  Jennings. 
He  selected  a  tract  of  two  hundred  acres  of  land  in  a 
bend  of  the  Lehigh  River. 


This  land  was  part  of  five  thousand  acres  assigned 
by  warrant  from  John  Thomas  and  Richard  Penn  to 
Thomas  Penn,  March  18, 1732,  and  assigned  the  same 
day  to  Joseph  Turner,  who,  on  the  10th  of  September, 
1735,  assigned  to  William  Allen  two  hundred  acres, 
i^  being  "a  tract  of  land  situated  on  the  south  side  of 
the  west  branch  of  the  Delaware,  above  Moore's 
place."  The  land  "was  holden  of  the  proprietaries 
as  part  of  their  manor  of  Pernor,  or  the  Dry  Lands, 
in  free  and  common  socage  on  paying  in  lieu  of  all 
other  services  to  them  or  their  successors  at  the  town 
of  Easton  on  the  first  day  of  March  annually  one 
silver  shilling  for  each  hundred  acres.''  Solomon 
Jennings  purchased  this  land  of  William  Allen,  in 
the  spring  of  1736,  and  settled  upon  it.  He  was  liv- 
ing here  at  the  time  he  was  chosen  as  one  of  the 
walkers  for  the  walking  purchase.  He  died  in  1757, 
and  it  was  not  until  June  1,  1764,  that  title  was  se- 
cured. At  that  time  a  deed  was  made  by  William 
Allen  to  John  Jennings,  Isaac  Jennings,  and  Nich- 
olas Scull,  executors  of  Solomon  Jennings.  It  is  re- 
cited in  this  deed  that  "  Solomon  Jennings  did  in  his 
lifetime  agree  with  William  Allen  for  the  said  two 
hundred  acres,  and  paid  £131  lis." 

Solomon  Jennings  built  a  stone  house  on  the  oite  of 
the  old  farm-house  on  the  Jacob  Geisinger  farm.  It 
was  torn  down  in  1855,  and  the  present  brick  house 
erected  on  its  site.  An  old  stone  barn  is  also  on  the 
premises,  which  was  built  by  the  Jennings  family. 
He  was  commissioner  of  Northampton  County  in 
1755.  Solomon  Jennings  died  Feb.  15,  1757,  and  is 
buried  on  the  farm  with  other  members  of  the  family. 
He  had  two  sons — ^John  and  Isaac — and  one  daugh- 
ter, who  became  the  wife  of  Nicholas  Scull,  an  inn- 
keeper, of  Bucks  County.  John  Jennings,  his  son, 
was  sheriff  of  Northampton  County  from  1762  to 
1768. 

After  the  title  to  this  tract  was  obtained  it  was 
exposed  to  public  sale,  and  was  purchased  by  Jacob 
Geisinger,  yeoman,  of  Saucon  township,  together 
with  one  hundred  and  sixty-four  acres  additional, 
for  fifteen  hundred  pounds  Pennsylvania  currency, 
which  purchase  was  confirmed  by  deed  bearing  date 
June  1,  1764.  Jacob  Geisinger  came  from  Germany, 
with  his  parents,  when  very  young,  and  settled  at 
Upper  Saucon.  He  had  been  married  some  years 
before  purchasing  this  land,  and  it  is  thought  he 
moved  to  this  farm  soon  after  the  death  of  Mr.  Jen- 
nings, as  George  Geisinger,  the  oldest  son,  was  born 
here  in  1758.  Jacob  Geisinger  married  a  Boehman, 
and  lived  here  all  his  married  life,  and  died  at  the 
age  of  eighty-six  years.  He  built  the  long  stone 
barn  still  standing  on  the  lower  place,  which  has  in 
the  cross-piece  over  the  large  doors  the  date  1781.  A 
stone  stepping-stone,  fancifully  carved,  and  still  in 
use,  has  the  date  1775  cut  upon  it.  There  are  two 
stone  walls,  one  inclosing  the  house-yard,  with  1799 
cut  in  a  large  stone,  and  the  other  with  1800  cut  upon 
a  corner  stone.     The  old  house  was  built  of  stone. 
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two  stories  liigh,  and  seventy  feet  in  length.  The 
children  of  Jacob  Geisinger  were  George  and  Jacob. 
The  latter  settled  in  Lower  Saucon,  where  his  de- 
scendants still  reside. 

On  the  6th  of  May,  1792,  Jacob  Geisinger  the  elder 
sold  to  his  son,  George,  the  following  tracts  of  land 
adjoining:  two  hundred  acres  (the  original  tract  of 
Solomon  Jennings),  one  hundred  and  sixty-four  acres, 
one  hundred  and  eight  acres,  and  thirty  acres,  com- 
prising five  hundred  and  two  acres.  George  settled 
on  this  homestead  farm,  and  in  the  old  house  married 
Christina  Hoatman,  of  Upper  Saucon,  and  died  in 
1822,  aged  sixty-four  years.  He  had  two  sons, — Jacob 
and  George.  Jacob  was  born  in  July,  1798,  and 
married  and  settled  on  the  original  homestead.  In 
1832  he  built  a  brick  house  on  the  upper  farm,  where 
his  son-in-law,  William  Horlacher,  now  resides,  and 
in  1859  the  brick  house  a  short  distance  below,  and 
where  he  now  lives.  The  Geisinger  farm  at  present 
contains  over  seven  hundred  acres.  There  was  no 
road  along  the  river  until  1832.  A  ford  was  at  a  place 
near  the  old  house,  and  a  road  crossed  the  mountain 
through  Salisbury  to  the  Emaus  road,  which  was  laid 
out  in  1760. 

Jacob  Geisinger,  who  was. born  in  1798,  is  still 
living,  and  says  that  when  about  eleven  years  of 
age  he  attended  school  at  Eittersville,  which  was 
taught  by  Joseph  Rose,  a  Moravian.  He  was  a  pupil 
there  for  one  month,  and  crossed  the  river  in  a  canoe 
which  was  about  twenty  feet  long.  He  was  the  only 
one  from  this  side  of  the  river  who  attended  school 
at  Hitters ville.  He  remembers  that  John  Heller  and 
Daniel  Broder  were  fellow-pupils. 

George  Geisinger,  son  of  George  and  brother  of 
Jacob,  purchased  a  tract  of  land  in  Hanover  of  the 
Moravians,  and  settled  there.  Mrs.  Owen  Mack,  who 
now  resides  upon  it,  is  a  descendant. 

About  the  year  1723  two  brothers,  John  Heinrich 
and  Sebastian  Heinrich  Knauss,  emigrated  to  Amer- 
ica. They  were  natives  of  Titlesheim,  in  Germany, 
and  were  the  sons  of  Ludwig  Knauss.  John  was  born 
in  June,  1712,  and  died  in  1761.  He  settled  in  Bucks 
County. 

Sebastian  Heinrich  was  born  in  1714,  and  died  on 
Feb.  26,  1777.  He  married,  Jan.  1, 1741,  Anna  Cath- 
arine, daughter  of  Abraham  Fransue.  She  was  born 
in  the  Pfaltz,  March  6,  1722,  and  emigrated  to  this 
country  with  her  parents  in  the  year  1730. 

The  settlement  at  Bethlehem  was  commenced  in 
1741,  and  in  1742  a  Moravian  mission  was  established 
at  what  is  now  Emaus.  Sebastian  H.  Knauss,  then 
just  married,  settled  about  half  a  mile  from  the  mis- 
sion, on  a  tract  of  land  he  had  purchased.  He  was 
one  of  the  founders  of  the  church  at  that  place,  and 
lived  there  till  his  death,  in  1777. 

They  had  thirteen  children, — Heinrich,  Catharine, 
Leonard,  Anna  Maria,  Johannes,  Joseph,  Elizabeth, 
Abraham,  Jacob,  John  Ludwig,  Philip,  Magdalena, 
Anna  Johanna. 


Anna  Catharine,  the  mother  of  these  children,  died 
June  26,  1799.  Her  descendants  were  as  follows: 
ninety-one  grandchildren  and  thirty-six  great-grand- 
children. Seventy-three  of  the  former  and  thirty-two 
of  the  latter  were  living  at  the  time  of  her  death. 

Heinrich  Knauss  was  born  Nov.  22,  1741,  and  on 
the  22d  April,  1766,  was  married  to  Anna  Maria 
Ehrenhard.  They  had  thirteen  children,  of  whom 
was  Jacob,  born  Nov.  20, 1777.  His  son,  Henry,  born 
July  12,  1812,  now  resides  on  the  farm  of  his  grand- 
father. 

Catharine  was  born  April  10,  1743,  and  married 
Conrad  Ernst,  who  emigrated  from  Wold  Angelloch, 
in  the  Palatinate.  In  1769  they  were  in  possession  of 
the  first  farm  on  the  south  bank  of  the  Lehigh,  leased 
by  the  Moravians.     Later  they  moved  to  Nazareth. 

Anna  Maria  was  born  April  15,  1744,  and  married 
Tobias  Moyer,  of  Heidelberg. 

Johannes  was  born  Nov.  6,  1748.  He  married 
Catharine  Eomig,  and  settled  on  the  home  farm,  near 
Emaus,  now  owned  by  Edwin  Kline,  of  Allentown. 
J.  Owen  Knauss  and  William  H.  Knauss  are  grand- 
sons of  Johannes. 

Joseph  was  born  Oct.  11,  1750 ;  was  a  wheelwright 
by  occupation.  He  married  Magdalena  Boekel,  of 
Heidelberg,  and  emigrated  to  North  Carolina. 

Elizabeth  was  born  Jan.  29,  1753.  She  married 
John  Frederick  Eomig,  who  was  a  miller  near 
Emaus. 

Abraham  was  born  March  1, 1755.  He  was  a  black- 
smith, and  settled  four  miles  from  Bethlehem,  on  the 
Dry  Lands. 

Jacob  was  born  June  26,  1757.  He  was  a  farmer, 
and  married  Eosina  Corr. 

John  Ludwig  was  born  May  19,  1759.  He  was  a 
blacksmith,  settled  first  at  Schoeneck,  and  later  emi- 
grated to  Ohio.  He  married  Maria  Magdalena 
Klein. 

Philip  was  born  in  October,  1767,  died  in  1789. 

Magdalena  was  born  Sept.  3,  1761,  and  married 
Joseph  Clewell,  who  lived  at  Emaus. 

Anna  Johanna  was  born  on  the  13th  of  March, 
1765,  and  married  George  Clewell,  a  shoemaker,  who 
resided  at  Schoeneck. 

From  these  children  of  Sebastian  H.  and  Anna 
Catharine  Knauss  it  is  seen  that  the  descendants  are 
numerous  and  that  it  is  impossible  to  follow  them. 
It  is  sufficient  to  say  that  in  every  township  and  bor- 
ough in  the  county  the  name  is  found,  and  in  most 
cases  the  line  of  descent  can  be  traced  to  this  branch. 

Abraham  Transue,  the  father  of  Anna  Catharine 
Knauss,  came  to  this  country  from  the  Pfaltz  in  1730, 
and  on  the  30th  of  JIarch,  1736,  he  took  out  a  warrant 
for  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  land  lying  in  Salis- 
bury township.  It  is  not  known  how  many  or  who 
his  sons  were,  but  the  name  is  still  extant  in  North- 
ampton County. 

Martin  Eitter  was  a  native  of  Upper  Milford  town- 
ship, where  he  lived  until  he  arrived  at  manhood.    He 
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married  Margaret  Steininger,  and,  about  1750,  pur- 
chased seven  or  eight  hundred  acres  of  land  in  what 
is  now  Salisbury  township.  This  land  is  now  owned  by 
Solomon  B.,  Reuben  B.,  Reuben  K.,  and  Hiram  Ritter, 
Milton  Appel,  and  Benneville  Fenstermacher.  He 
died  about  1826.  and  left  six  sons  and  one  daughter,— 
Henry,  Martin,  John,  Daniel,  Jacob,  Michael,  and 
Margaret,— Mrs.  Solomon  Klein,  now  of  Allentown, 
and  who  is  the  only  one  living.  The  sons  all  settled 
on  the  original  tract  and  died  there  at  advanced  ages. 

Their  sons  and  daughters  now  living  are  as  follows : 

Henry  Ritter,  Rebecca  (Mrs.  Peter  Klein),  and 
Sally  (Mrs.  Peter  Keck)  are  of  the  family  of  Henry. 

Of  Martin's  family,  Reuben  B.,  Jacob  B.,  Elizabeth, 
Sally,  Anna,  Solomon  B.  reside  in  Allentown.  John 
B.,  Martin  B.,  of  South  Whitehall,  and  Charles  B.,  of 
Whitehall.  Mary  Ann  (Mrs.  Jacob  Laudenslager) 
resides  in  Emaus. 

John's  family  are  Reuben  K.,  in  Salisbury,  Daniel, 
in  Allentown,  Levi,  in  Upper  Milford, Martin,  in  South 
Bethlehem,  Elizabeth  (Mrs.  Joseph  Kern),  of  Upper 
Milford,  Matilda,  and  Mary  Ann,  Allentown. 

Daniel's  family  are  Gideon,  of  Emaus,  Daniel,  of 
Bethlehem,  Joel,  in  Coopersburg,  Eliza  (Mrs.  Roham 
Shuler),  Rebecca  (Mrs.  John  Seems). 

Jacob  had  a  son,  Nathan,  who  resides  in  Macungie 
township. 

Michael's  family:  his  wife  is  still  living  and  resides 
in  Salisbury ;  Angelina  (Mrs.  Addison  Mory),  Amanda 
(Mrs.  Jacob  Hildebeitel),  Aravesta,  an  unmarried 
daughter,  reside  in  the  township ;  Benjamin  resides 
in  Macungie,  Tilghman  in  Lower  Milford,  Wilson  in 
Pennsburg,  Sylvanus  in  Emaus. 

The  first  of  the  family  of  Kemmerer  to  settle  in 
Salisbury  was  T.  Kemmerer,  a  native  of  Wiirtemberg, 
who  took  up  land,  about  1744,  now  owned  by  Martin 
Kemmerer,  his  grandson.  Later,  Heinrich,  his  son, 
who  was  assessed  in  1781,  took  up  a  large  tract  nearly 
a  mile  long,  extending  from  his  first  tract  southwest 
over  to  the  Little  Lehigh.  His  sons  were  Jacob, 
George,    John,    Adam,    Henry,    and    Martin.     His 

daughters  became  wives  of Bortz, Reinhart, 

and Ritter. 

1.  Jacob  settled  on  the  line  between  Bucks  and 
Montgomery  Counties,  and  died  in  1828. 

2.  George  settled  on  part  of  the  large  tract,  and 
near  the  Little  Lehigh.  He  died  in  1845,  aged  eighty- 
six  years.  He  had  two  children,— George  and  Lydia. 
George  lived  at  Emaus,  and  died  in  1883,  aged  eighty- 
five  years.  Lydia  became  the  wife  of  Lawrence 
Klein.  They  settled  on  part  of  the  homestead  of  the 
Kleins. 

3.  John  settled  on  Cedar  Creek,  and  died  in  1845, 
aged  eighty  years.  His  son,  Solomon,  now  lives  on 
the  place,  aged  eighty-four  years.  A  daughter  (Mrs. 
Gangwere)  resides  in  Whitehall  township. 

4.  Adam  settled  in  what  is  now  Whitehall,  and 
died  in  1860,  aged  eighty  years.  A  sou  (George)  and 
a  daughter  (Mrs.  Minnich)  now  live  in  Whitehall. 


5.  Henry  settled  on  part  of  the  large  tract  near 
Emaus,  and  died  about  1855,  aged  eighty-three  years. 
Two  daughters  (Mrs.  Snyder  and  Mrs.  Larrich)  both 
settled  in  Northampton  County.  Samuel,  a  son,  set- 
tled on  the  homestead,  where  he  lived  many  years,  and 
moved  to  Allentown,  and  died  in  1879,  aged  sixty-four 
years. 

6.  Martin,  the  youngest  son,  lived  on  the  home- 
stead of  his  father  till  1820,  when  he  moved  to  Mil- 
ford (Upper),  and  lived  there  till  his  death,  in  1854, 
aged  seventy-six  years.  He  left  six  sons  and  one 
daughter, — Philip,  David,  Henry,  Solomon,  Martin, 
Daniel,  and  Maria. 

Philip  and  David  emigrated  to  Ohio. 
Henry,  in  1854,  was  on  his  way  to  Iowa  to  settle, 
and  was  killed  on  the  route. 

Solomon  settled  on  the  homestead  in  Upper  Mil- 
ford, and  died  in  January,  1864. 

Martin  settled  on  the  homestead  in  Salisbury  in 
1843,  and  lived  there  till  1867,  when  he  moved  to 
Allentown,  where  he  now  resides. 

Daniel  settled  in  Upper  Milford,  and  now  resides 
there. 

Maria  became  the  wife  of  Adam  Laudenslager, 
and  settled  in  Zionsville. 

Henry  Keck  was  a  native  of  Upper  Pfalls,  Bavaria. 
He  left  his  home,  with  his  wife  (Peterson),  of  Hol- 
land, on  board  the  English  ship  "  Clyde,"  and  had  to 
take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  George  II.  before  he 
landed  in  Philadelphia,  Oct.  17,  1732.  When  he 
reached  there  he  and  his  wife  were  sold  as  redemp- 
tioners  for  their  passage-money  to  a  man  in  Chester 
County,  and  served  the  time  agreed  upon, — about 
three  or  four  years.  After  this  he  came  to  what  is 
now  Lehigh  County,  and  settled  on  the  tract  which 
later  he  purchased,  and  which  is  still  in  the  hands 
of  his  descendants.  This  tract  of  one  hundred  acres 
was  warranted  by  Joseph  Zimmerman,  June  21, 1734. 
It  was  adjoining  land  of  William  Allen. 

The  title  was  in  Zimmerman  until  Dec.  20,  1753, 
when  in  consideration  of  eighteen  pounds  he  conveyed 
the  tract  to  Henry  Keck,  who  received,  on  payment 
of  £15  10s.,  a  patent  for  the  land  with  King  George 
II. 's  seal  attached,  and  signature  of  James  Hamilton, 
Governor  of  the  Province,  dated  March  19,  1754.^ 

When  he  came  to  this  place,  about  1740,  there  was 
a  clearing  and  a  log  house,  log  barn,  and  apple-or- 
chard. About  ten  or  fifteen  years  after  the  purchase 
he  built  a  two-story  atone  house,  which  stood  till  1818, 
and  was  torn  down  by  his  grandson,  Solomon  Keck, 
who  built  a  stone  house  on  the  site,  and  which  is  still 
standing  and  owned  by  Moses  Keck.  When  Henry 
Keck  came  here,  and  for  several  years  after,  all  his 
grist  was  taken  to  White  Marsh,  Sandy  Run,  Mont- 
gomery  Co.     The    children    of  Henry   Keck    were 

Frederick,  Henry,  John, ,  Andrew,  and  a 

daughter,  who  married  a  man  by  the  name  of  Berger ; 


1  This  patent  is  in  possession  of  Charles  Keck,  of  Allentown. 
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they  moved  West.     Frederick  and went  to  South 

Carolina,  and  are  lost.  Henry  married  and  settled  in 
Salisbury  township,  on  the  Little  Lehigh,  where  his 
descendants  still  live.  John  married  a  daughter  of 
Nicolaus  Uberoth,  of  Salisbury,  and  settled  on  the 
old  homestead.  He  died  young,  left  three  children, 
who  came  to  Allentown,  and  whose  descendants  are 
still  there.  Andrew,  after  John's  death,  purchased 
the  homestead,  married  Barbara,  the  daughter  of 
George  Blank,  and  settled  there. 

Henry  Keck  bought  before  his  death,  in  1828,  about 
four  hundred  acres  of  land  adjoining  him.  The  farms 
are  now  owned  by  Moses  Keck,  Jesse  Keck,  John 
Appel,  Phaon  Diehl,  and  Eobert  Dubbs.     Frederick, 

,  and  Andrew  were  in  the  Revolutionary  war,— 

battles  of  Germantown  and  Brandywine.  In  the  war 
of  1812-15,  George,  son  of  Andrew,  was  in  Peter  Euch's 
cavalry  company,  and  George  was  second  lieutenant; 
John  and  David  were  in  Capt.  Abraham  Rinker's 
company. 

Andrew  lived  on  the  old  farm  till  his  death,  in  May, 
1828,  seventy-six  years  of  age,  leaving  George,  Solo- 
mon, Andrew,  John,  Jacob,  David,  and  Charles ;  two 
daughters, — Maria,  wife  of  Solomon  Knauss ;  Eliza- 
beth, wife  of  William  Horlocher.  With  the  excep- 
tion of  Andrew,  who  went  to  Indiana,  they  all  settled 
in  Salisbury  and  Allentown.  Of  these,  Charles  is  the 
only  one  living,  and  now  resides  in  Allentown,  seven- 
ty-eight years  of  age. 

The  assessment-roll  of  1781  contains  the  name  of 
Lawrence  Klein.  This  was  doubtless  a  father  or 
brother  of  Christopher  Klein,  who  settled  there  about 
that  time.  Christopher  was  in  possession  of  two 
tracts  of  land  on  the  Little  Lehigh  Eiver,  one  of  one 
hundred  and  sixty-five  acres,  on  which  he  lived,  the 
other,  adjoining,  of  one  hundred  acres.  He  left  two 
sons, — Lawrence  and  Eeuben.  Lawrence  was  born  in 
1795  and  died  in  1882,  leaving  three  sons  and  three 
daughters.  Edwin  Tilghman  and  Benjamin  F.  Tilgh- 
man  reside  on  the  homestead  tract.  Edwin  and  Ben- 
jamin F.  live  in  Allentown.  The  daughters  are 
Helena  (Mrs.  John  Heinly),  Lydia  (Mrs.  William 
Larrich),  and  Mary  (Mrs.  John  Hottenstine). 

Benjamin  F.  Klein  owns  the  farm  in  Salisbury  that 
in  1781  and  1812  was  assessed  to  Henry  Fetter. 

Eeuben,  the  brother  of  Lawrence,  resides  in  Allen- 
town. 

Bieber,  after  1781,  settled  on  the  Little  Lehigh 

Eiver,  near  the  Salisbury  Church,  purchasing  a  large 
tract  of  land,  which  is  now  owned  by  Henry  Bieber, 
Charles  Schmoyer,  Charles  Yohe,  and  Daniel  Biery. 
He  had  two  sons,  Abram  and  George. 

Abram  married  a  daughter  of  Abraham  Griesemer, 
settled  on  the  homestead,  and  died  young,  leaving 
two  sons, — Solomon  and  Abraham.  The  latter  emi- 
grated to  Ohio,  and  Solomon  remained  at  home, 
where  he  died.     His  son,  Henry,  occupies  the  farm. 

George,  brother  of  Abraham,  married  a  daughter 
of  a  Mr.  Klein,  of  Weissenberg,  and  settled  on  part 


of  the  old  Bieber  tract.  He  lived  to  the  age  of  eighty 
years,  and  left  two  sons,  David  and  Jonathan,  who 
lived  on  the  homestead,  and  died,  leaving  the  prop- 
erty to  Charles  Schmoyer,  a  nephew.  Polly,  a  sister 
of  David  and  Jonathan,  is  now  eighty-seven  years  of 
age,  and  resides  on  the  place.  Another  sister  married 
John  Schmoyer.  They  also  settled  on  the  farm. 
Their  son,  Charles,  owns  the  property. 

About  the  year  1790,  Philip  Klein  came  to  Salis- 
bury from  Goshenhoppen,  and  settled  on  land  now 
owned  by  Daniel  Klein,  the  grandson  of  Philip.  He 
had  two  sons,  Daniel  and  Solomon,  both  of  whom 
settled  on  the  land  of  their  father.  Daniel  died  in 
1848,  aged  sixty  years,  and  Solomon  in  1869,  aged 
seventy-six  years. 

The  children  of  Daniel  were  Solomon,  Daniel,  and 
a  daughter,  who  became  the  wife  of  Henry  Eitter. 
She  resides  in  the  township.  Solomon  lived  on  that 
part  of  the  homestead  which  contained  the  saw-  and 
grist-mill  his  father  built.  He  died  in  1881,  aged 
eighty-six  years.  Of  his  children,  Solomon  E.  and 
Tilghman  are  in  Allentown,  Gideon  in  Macungie, 
and  Mrs.  Daniel  Berrier  resides  in  Bethlehem. 

Daniel  remained  on  the  homestead  till  1864,  when 
he  removed  to  Allentown,  where  he  still  resides. 

Nicholas  Uberoth  and  John  Adam  Uberoth  settled 
in  Salisbury  township  after  1781 ;  John  on  the  farm 
where  Mrs.  Catharine  Uberoth  now  resides.  In  1812  he 
gave  his  land  in  the  township  to  Adam,  George,.Nich- 
j  olas,  and  David  Uberoth.  John  Adam  Uberoth  had 
three  sons, — Solomon,  Adam,  and  Jacob.  Solomon 
married  Catharine,  a  daughter  of  George  Geisinger, 
who  lived  on  the  Geisinger  farm,  on  the  south  bank  of 
the  Lehigh  Eiver.  They  settled  on  the  farm  of  John 
Adam  Uberoth,  where  he  lived  and  died,  and  where 
she  still  resides.  Adam  lived  single,  and  died  at  the 
homestead.  Jacob  settled  as  a  farmer  at  Friedensville, 
and  owned  the  farm  on  which  zinc  was  discovered. 
Of  the  daughters  of  John  Adam,  Elizabeth  became 
the  wife  of  William  Markle,  Hannah  married  Chris- 
tian Gies,  Catharine  became  Mrs.  Jacob  Moore,  and 
Mary  married  Joseph  Gauf,  who  settled  in  Saucon. 

The  Line  family  were  early  settlers  in  Salisbury, 
and  in  1781,  William  Line  was  in  the  township,  near 
the  east  end,  and  on  the  farm  now  owned  by  Daniel 
Gicss.  He  died  about  1792,  and  had  three  sons 
— Joseph,  John,  and  Valentine — and  three  daughters, 
—Mrs.  Christian  Kaucher,  Mrs.  Henry  Hemmick, 
and  Mrs.  Frederick  Kocher.  Joseph  settled  near  his 
father's  place,  and  died  there,  leaving  Jesse  M.  and 
Levi  Line,  of  Allentown,  and  five  sisters,— Maria 
(Mrs.  Charles  Beers,  settled  in  the  township),  Susan 
(Mrs.  Straub,  of  Northampton  County),  Mrs.  Jesse 
Shafer,  of  Allentown,  Pauline  (Mrs.  William  F.  Mil- 
ler, of  Allentown),  Mrs.  J.  J.  Hofl'man,  of  Bethle- 
hem. John,  brother  of  Joseph,  settled  near  his 
brother,  and  died  there.  Mrs.  Charles  Diely,  of  Salis- 
bury, is  a  daughter.  Valentine  moved  to  Luzerne 
County  and  died  there. 
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Jacob  Merkle  was  assessed  on  property  in  Salisbury 
in  1781.  He  lived  in  Bucks  County,  near  Quaker- 
town.  His  son,  William,  was  born  there  about  1793, 
and  about  1813  came  to  Salisbury,  and  settled  on  the 
property  part  of  which  is  now'owned  by  Jacob  Moritz. 
William  Markle  died  in  1872,  and  left  six  children,— 
Jacob,  Juliana  (Mrs.  Solomon  Boehm),  Mary  (Mrs. 
David  Sheetz),  Eeuben,  Adam,  and  Diana  (Mrs.  Jo- 
siah  Siegers).  Of  these,  Eeuben  and  Mrs.  David 
Sheetz  now  live  in  the  township. 

A  family  by  the  name  of  Stout  were  settled  on  the 
farm  now  owned  by  Eeuben  Spinner  before  1768.  In 
that  year  Jacob  Spinner  came  from  Philadelphia, 
attracted  by  the  shad-fisheries  in  the  Lehigh  Eiver. 
He  married  one  of  the  daughters  of  the  Stout  family, 
and  in  1781  his  name  appears  on  the  assessment-list. 
He  settled  on  the  Stout  farm.  He  had  four  sons, — 
Jacob,  Abram,  David,  and  John.  They  all  settled  in 
the  township.  Jacob  settled  where  John  Miller  now 
owns  ;  his  family  all  emigrated.  Adam  settled  where 
Edwin  Miller  now  lives;  his  family  all  died  in  early 
life.  David  settled  where  Addison  Morey— whose 
wife  is  a  granddaughter — now  lives.  John  settled  on 
the  Stout  farm,  and  married  Susan  Walton.  He  was 
born  in  1777,  and  died  in  1869,  aged  ninety-two 
years.  He  left  two  children, — Eeuben,  who  owns  the 
homestead,  and  Mrs.  Solomon  Diehl,  who  lives  ad- 
joining. The  old  Stout  house  is  still  standing,  and  is 
probably  the  oldest  in  the  township. 

In  the  assessment-roll  of  1781  appears  the  name  of 
Christian  Giess.  Later,  Philip  Giess  was  a  resident, 
living  on  the  road  from  Salisbury  to  Emaus.  In  the 
year  1806  he  built  the  taveru  known  as  Salisbury 
Square  Hotel.  He  had  two  sons, — Solomon  and 
David.  Solomon  lived  and  died  on  the  homestead. 
David  now  owns  the  property.  The  tavern  is  kept  by 
Mrs.  George  Gauf,  who  is  a  daughter  of  David.  A 
distillery  was  built  many  years  ago  on  the  place  and 
in  operation.  It  was  rebuilt  in  1862,  but  not  again 
opened. 

William  Moritz  came  from  Germany  before  1781,  as 
in  that  year  he  is  assessed  on  real  estate.  He  had  a 
son,  John,  who  also  settled  in  the  township.  John  had 
three  sons, — Daniel,  David,  and  John  George.  Daniel 
was  born  in  1800,  and  settled  on  the  farm  of  his  father ; 
David,  now  living,  was  born  in  1803,  and  settled  near 
the  homestead,  where  he  still  resides.  John  George 
settled  in  Saucon  township. 

Daniel  Diehl  came  to  Salisbury  township  from 
Upper  Saucon,  and  settled  on  the  Lehigh  Mountain, 
where  Winfield  Butz  now  lives,  about  1790.  He  was 
at  that  time  married.  His  sons  were  John,  Jacob,  and 
Abram.  In  1812,  Daniel,  John,  and  Jacob  were  all 
assessed.  John  settled  on  the  homestead  and  died 
there,  eighty-seven  years  of  age.  Solomon  Diehl,  his 
son,  now  lives  in  the  township.  Mrs.  Solomon  Mowry, 
of  Upper  Saucon,  and  Mrs.  Joseph  Eoth,  of  Allen- 
town,  are  daughters.  Abram,  son  of  Daniel  Diehl, 
settled  in  Columbia  County,  Pa.     Jacob,  also  son  of 


Daniel,  settled  in  the  township,  and  died  on  the  Gro- 
man  homestead. 

Early  Eoads.— In  the  year  1753  the  road  from 
Bethlehem  to  Macungie  was  laid  out,  and  passed 
through  the  south  part  of  the  township.  In  Decem- 
ber, 1756,  the  following  action  of  the  Court  of  Quarter 
Sessions  was  recorded  :  "  Petitions  of  divers  inhabit- 
ants of  Upper  Milford  and  Salisbury  townships  for  a 
road  from  Sebastian  Knows's  to  and  through  Bethle- 
hem to  the  road  leading  to  Easton  was  allowed,  and 
Sebastian  Knows,  Francis  Eoth,  Adam  Shaler,  Lewis 
Klots,  and  John  Okely,  or  any  four  of  them,  are  ap- 
pointed to  view  and,  if  they  see  occasion,  to  lay  out 
the  said  road,  and  to  make  return  thereof  and  an  ex- 
act plan  to  the  next  court  after  the  same  is  laid." 
Counter-petitions  were  presented  at  the  June  court, 
1757,  and  the  court  refused  to  confirm  the  original. 
It  was  not  laid  out  until  1760,  and  is  now  the  road 
to  Emaus. 

In  1760  also  a  road  was  laid  out  to  "  Solomon  Jen- 
ney's  Plantation."  A  road  was  later  laid  across  the 
hill  which  connected  with  the  fording-place  across  the 
Lehigh,  near  the  old  Griesemer  farm-house.  This 
passed  through  Eittersville  and  Shoenersville. 

At  the  first  term  of  court  held  in  Lehigh  County, 
Dec.  21,  1812,  there  was  presented  a  petition  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  upper  end  of  Salisbury  township 
tor  a  road  "to  begin  at  the  public  road  leading  from 
Etnaus  to  Allentown  ;  thence  from  said  road  to  Martin 
Eitter's  tavern,  a  southeasterly  course  up  a  valley  and 
near  to  the  top  of  Lehigh  hill,  to  intersect  the  public 
road  leading  to  Philadelphia  at  Nicholas  Kreamer's 
lot  of  land.  Abraham  Griesemer,  Peter  Dorney  (sad- 
dler), John  Grobel,  Jonathan  Knauss,  John  Hor- 
lacher,  and  Goddard  Morey,  were  appointed  viewers 
to  examine  and  lay  out." 

On  the  24th  of  February,  1813,  a  petition  was  pre- 
sented to  the  court  setting  forth  that  the  road  lately 
laid  out  from  the  public  road  leading  from  Emaus 
to  Allentown,  near  Martin  Eitter's  tavern  over  the  Le- 
high hill,  was  totally  unnecessary,  and  (if  confirmed 
by  the  court)  would-be  extremely  burdensome  to  the 
inhabitants  of  said  township  at  large,  and  praying  the 
court  to  appoint  other  viewers  to  the  road  and  report. 
Other  viewers  were  appointed,  who  made  a  report  on 
the  4th  of  May,  the  same  year,  in  which  they  declared 
they  had  laid  out  a  road.  This  action  was  confirmed 
by  the  court  on  that  day. 

On.  Sept.  5,  1815,  viewers  appointed  in  May  last  to 
view  and  lay  out  a  road  reported  road  laid  out.  Be- 
ginning at  the  Emaus  and  Bethlehem  road,  near  the 
house  of  Martin  Eitter,  Jr.,  in  Salisbury  township ; 
running  into  the  public  road  leading  from  the  borough 
of  Northampton  to  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  near  the 
house  of  Jacob  Kaechline,  in  said  township ;  run- 
ning through  land  of  Martin  Eitter,  along  land  of 
John  Kemmerer,  Andrew  Keck,  John  Wagner,  and 
Jacob  Warman;  and  to  vacate  part  of  a  public  road, 
beginning  at  the  bridge  of  David  Deshler's  mill-race, 
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and  from  thence  into  road  leading  from  Emaus  to 
Bethlehem,  at  or  near  the  corner  of  Henry  Bitter's 
fence,  in  said  township. 

This  last  road  mentioned  as  vacated  is  recited  in  the 
order  as  having  been  laid  out  in  1770,  and  is  noticed 
as  being  "  useless,  inconvenient,  and  burthensome." 

At  August  session,  1818,  viewers  appointed  at  pre- 
vious court  reported  road  laid  out  from  mill-dam  of 
James  Wilson,  Esq.,  in  Salisbury  township,  to  inter- 
sect public  road  leading  from  borough  of  Northamp- 
ton to  Water  Gap,  near  the  house  of  Jacob  Newhard, 
in  South  Whitehall.  November  term,  report  con- 
firmed so  far  as  relates  to  road  from  mill-dam  of  Wil- 
son to  borough  of  Northampton. 

With  the  exception  of  the  road  from  Allentown  to 
Hellertown  and  from  Emaus  to  Allentown,  the  dates 
of  laying  out  have  not  been  ascertained ;  the  roads 
here  given  are  all  the  roads  of  any  importance  laid 
out  before  1820. 

Old  Taverns. — In  the  year  1763  there  were  no  tav- 
erns in  Salisbury  township.  The  first  shown  by  the 
Northampton  County  records  to  have  had  license  to 
keep  tavern  in  the  township  are  in  1786.  At  the  June 
term  of  court  Martin  Eitter,  Caspar  Weaver,  Christian 
Hummel,  and  George  Krush  were  licensed. 

In  1818,  William  Gruber,  Philip  Giess,  Lewis 
Christ,  Martin  Eitter,  and  Eudolph  Smith  were  li- 
censed. 

The  old  tavern-stand  on  the  Mountain  road,  above 
the  Idlewild  Hotel,  was  established  by  John  Keck  in 
1826-27,  and  kept  by  him  eight  or  ten  years,  when  he 
died.  His  widow  kept  it  for  several  years,  and  mar- 
ried Henry  Wolf,  who  kept  it  till  his  death.  His 
widow  is  still  living,  and  the  tavern  is  still  kept  by  her. 

The  tavern-stand  between  Allentown  and  Moun- 
tainville  was  opened  in  1812  by  George  Keck,  who 
kept  it  many  years,  when  he  was  succeeded  by  his 
son-in-law,  John  Appel,  whose  son,  John  G.  Appel, 
is  the  present  proprietor. 

Justices  of  the  Peace.— Prior  to  1840  the  justices 
having  jurisdiction  over  this  territory  were  elected  by 
districts,  and  their  names  will  be  found  in  the  civil 
list  of  the  general  history.  Those  from  1840  to  the 
present  are  here  given  : 

Commissioned. 

Jeremiah  Roth May     11,1864: 

M.  Kimnierer April    11,  1866 

Obadiah  Ueberoth...    "        17,  1866 

John  M.  Jacoby "       14,  1S68 

J.  Owfn  KnausB "        14,  1868 

W.  H.  Knauss "        15,  1873 

John  M.  Jacoby "        16,  1873 

Charles  B.  Kline March  26,  1878 

W.  H.  Knauss '        26,1878 

C.  A.  Gronian April     6, 1883 

History  of  the  Salzburg  Church-'— To  write  the 
history  and  enumerate  the  important  facts  of  a  church 
or  congregation  whose  organization  antedates  the  recol- 
lections of  the  oldest  members  is,  indeed,  a  task ;  the 
more  so,  however,  when  the  missing  links  to  complete 
the  chronology  of  the  same  cannot  be  found  and  the 

1  By  Kev.  Thomas  N.  Raber. 


Comnr 
John  D.  Lawall April 

issioned. 
14, 1840 

A,  Ziegenfuss *' 

John  D.  Lawall ■' 

15,1845 
16, 1845 

Josiah  Rhoada " 

M.  Kimmeror '* 

Joshua  Sieberling...    " 
Jacol)  Expeller " 

9,  1850 
16, 1851 
11,1854 
Ifi, 1S6C 
28    1859 

MartJD  L.  Yost *' 

9,  1861 

records  at  hand  fail  to  give  the  desired  information. 
"  For  a  time  the  sayings  and  doings  of  our  ancestors 
may  be  left  to  the  preservation  of  a  grateful  remem- 
brance and  to  the  unrecorded  traditions  which  parents 
hand  down  to  their  children.  But  such  traditions  soon 
grow  dim  and  uncertain,  and  at  last  vanish  away.  As 
the  setting  sun  leaves  first  a  glory,  then  a  twilight,  and 
at  last  darkness,  so  the  deeds  of  the  past,  as  they  sink 
beyond  our  personal  recollection,  are  first  bright, 
then  dim,  and  then  gone ;  and  tpo  late  we  mourn  that 
we  have  no  picture  of  the  faded  beauty.  Our  parents 
relate  to  us  stories  of  our  grandparents,  but  our  grand- 
parents themselves  are  gone,  and  tell  us  no  more  what 
was  before  them."  This  is  the  case  with  the  Salz- 
burg Church,  situated  about  two  miles  in  a  north- 
easterly direction  from  the  old  Moravian  village  of 
Emaus.  Although  the  church  is  known  ecclesiastic- 
ally as  Jerusalem's  Eeformed  and  Lutheran  Church, 
yet  the  name  by  which  it  is  commonly  called  is  the 
Salzburg  Church.  The  organizers  of  the  two  congre- 
gations are  buried  beneath  the  mounds  designating 
their  resting-places  in  the  old  graveyard  of  the  church. 
The  grandparents  are  gone,  the  fathers  are  going,  the 
history  of  their  toils  and  achievements  is  beginning 
to  swim  in  half-uncertain  twilight,  and  there  is  but 
barely  time  to  record  the  doings  of  their  life's  day 
before  the  oblivious  night  sets  in,  when  records  and 
traditions  will  no  more  recognize  one  another.  It 
cannot  be  uninteresting  even  to  strangers,  and  much 
less  so  to  our  own  children,  to  be  presented  with  the 
picture  of  this  church  and  these  two  congregations, 
even  though  it  be  very  imperfect  of  the  social  and 
religious  features  of  the  olden  time  among  our  Ger- 
man forefathers. 

When  the  congregations  were  organized  is  not  nor 
ever  can  be  known  from  history  this  side  of  the  grave, 
and  only  those  faithful  ones  who  have  gone  before 
and  have  seen  the  "books  opened"  above  the  starry 
heavens,  have  seen  the  records  of  those  who  often 
at  the  peril  of  their  life,  and  under  the  heat  of  the 
noonday  sun,  have  planted  on  the  hill  this  sheep-fold 
of  our  blessed  Lord's  followers. 

But  we  know  that  the  first  church  was  built  in 
1741.  The  land  was  owned  by  Henry  Eoth  and  John 
Martin  Bamberger,  and  contained  two  acres.  It  was 
deeded,  Dec.  15,  1743,  to  Eev.  J.  W.  Straub  for 
twenty  shillings,  the  owners  resigning  all  rights  to 
the  already-built  Reformed  and  Lutheran  Church. 

A  second  church  was  built,  when  is  not  known,  as 
there  is  no  record  extant  of  the  same. 

The  third  edifice,  which  will  give  way  in  a  few 
weeks  to  something  more  modern  in  church  archi- 
tecture, is  forty  by  sixty  feet  in  size,  and  was  built  of 
stone  in  the  year  1819,  in  the  summer.  These  walls 
look  as  though  they  might  serve  for  many  years  to 
come  the  purpose  for  which  they  were  put  together. 

The  old  churchyard  shows  by  its  moss-covered  and 
antiquated  tombstones  that  at  this  early  day  it  was 
used  as  a  place  for  the  burial  of  the  dead.     It  was 
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thus  used  for  a  period  of  one  hundred  and  nine  years, 
when,  in  1850,  an  acre  was  purchased  from  Solomon 
Kline  for  two  hundred  dollars,  which  tract  lies  imme- 
diately opposite,  on  the  other  side  of  the  road. 

In  1867  another  acre  adjoining  the  above  was  pur- 
chased for  five  hundred  dollars  from  Solomon  Kline, 
Jr.,  son  of  the  above-named  owner  of  lands,  adjoining 
the  church  property.  This  tract  was  cut  up  into 
family  burial-plots,  which  arc  selling  to-day  at  from 
twenty-five  to  forty  dollars  apiece.  All  the  lots  are 
sold,  and  the  congregations  are  negotiating  for  the 
purchase  of  an  additional  adjoining  acre  for  the  same 
purpose. 

In  the  spring  of  1883  a  small  plot  of  little  more 
than  half  an  acre  adjoining  the  lower  burial-ground 
was  bought  from  Eeuben  Kratzer  for  one  hundred 
and  forty  dollars. 

The  first  pastor  regularly  serving  the  congregation 
seems  from  the  deed  to  have  been  Rev.  John  William 
Straub.  He  was  the  first  Lutheran  pastor  as  far  as  is 
known.  He  was  followed  in  1754  to  1762  by  Daniel 
Schumacher ;  1769-93,  Jacob  van  Buskerk ;  1793-96, 
George  Frederick  Eligsen  ;  1800-3,  Eev.  John  Paul 
Ferdinand  Kramer ;  1808-5,  John  George  Roeller ; 
1805-8,  John  Conrad  Yeager ;  October,  1808-17,  Rev. 
Heiney ;  1817-19,  Henry  G.  Stecher. 

In  1819  the  third  church  was  built,  and  Benjamin 
German  became  the  pastor  and  preached  first  in  the 
new  church,  and  continued  twenty-nine  years,  to  1848 
when  he  died.  His  brother,  William  German,  was 
unanimously  elected  as  his  successor,  served  only 
two  years,  when  he  also  died. 

In  1852,  Jacob  Vogelbach  became  the  pastor,  who 
served  until  1857,  when  William  Rath  succeeded  him, 
and  has  continued  from  that  time  on  to  this  day  and 
date  to  minister  regularly  to  the  people,  extending 
his  pastorate  to  twenty-seven  years. 

Although,  as  before  stated,  the  first  church  was 
erected  in  1741,  yet  we  have  no  record  of  regular  pas- 
tors on  the  Reformed  side.  If  the  congregation  was 
served,  it  must  have  been  by  "  vagabond  pastors,"  as 
was  generally  the  case.  Rev.  Michael  .'Schlatter,  who 
set  sail  from  Holland  for  America  as  missionary  in 

1746,  mentions  in  his  journal,  under  date  of  June  27, 

1747,  this  church  as  one  which  he  on  this  day  vis- 
ited, found  vacant,  and  connected  it  with  two  other 
adjoining  vacant  congregations,  with  the  hope  that 
soon  they  would  have  the  exclusive  services  of  a 
regular  pastor. 

From  Oct.  9,  1748,  until  1771,  Rev.  John  Philip 
Leydich  served  the  people  very  acceptably,  as  shown 
by  the  testimony  of  an  old  lady  who,  near  her  death, 
testified  to  his  excellency.  On  the  14th  of  June, 
1854  Mrs.  Margaret  Moser,  living  at  the  Trappe,  in 
Montgomery  Co.,  Pa.,  aged  one  hundred  and  four 
years  who  was  baptized  in  infancy  and  confirmed 
when  fourteen  years  old  by  Mr.  Leydich,  was  asked 
whether  she  remembered  any  of  the  oldest  ministers 
in   this   country?     She   remained   silent   while  the 


names  of  quite  a  number  of  such  were  repeated. 
Finally,  when  the  name  of  Leydich  was  mentioned,  she 
threw  up  her  head,  her  eyes  brightened,  and  smiles 
covered  her  face  while  she  said,  "Oh,  yes!  Leydich, 
he  was  a  good  man.''  From  1771  to  1779,  Rev.  John 
George  Witner  (when  he  died)  served  this  people; 
1779-82,  Conrad  Steiner,  Jr. 

In  1796  the  church  record  shows  that  Rev.  John 
Henry  Hoffmeier,  pastor  of  neighboring  congrega- 
tions, administered  the  communion  in  the  spring  of 
the  year  to  thirty-one,  and  in  the  fall  of  the  year  to 
twenty  communicants.  This  small  number  owing 
undoubtedly  to  the  fact  that  they  had  no  regular 
pastor.  From  1808-15,  Rev.  Jacob  William  Dechant 
preached  to  these  people  regularly,  when  at  the  latter 
date  he  was  sent  by  the  Synod  to  the  State  of  Ohio  to 
do  missionary  work  for  the  church.  Rev.  Daniel 
Zellers  served  the  people  faithfully  for  forty-two  years 
as  pastor,  immediately  succeeding  his  predecessor, 
Rev.  Dechant,  &nd  continuing  until  May,  1857,  when, 
on  account  of  declining  health,  he  retired  from  the 
active  duties  of  the  ministry.  Rev.  A.  J.  G.  Dubbs 
following  him  as  successor  to  the  ministry  of  the 
congregation,  continued  as  such  until  1876,  when 
the  present  pastorate  began, — the  Rev.  Thomas  N. 
Reber  serving  the  congregation. 

Jerusalem  Church.— Tradition  says  that  over 
one  hundred  years  ago  a  church  stood  on  the  site 
of  the  present  one,  that  it  was  occupied  many 
years,  fell  into  disuse,  and  was  abandoned.  The 
graveyard  that  belonged  to  it  is  still  in  use.  About 
the  year  1843  the  scattered  people  of  the  Lutheran 
and  German  Reformed  congregations  in  this  neigh- 
borhood reorganized.  The  Rev.  Joshua  Yeager  be- 
came the  pastor  of  the  Lutherans,  and  served  until 
Dec.  25,  1883,  when  he  was  succeeded  by  Professor 
Wackernagel,  of  Muhlenberg  College,  Allentown. 
This  congregation  numbers  about  one  hundred  and 
fifty  members. 

For  the  German  Reformed  people  the  Rev.  Max 
Stern  served  about  two  years,  and  was  succeeded  by 
the  Rev.  Simon  K.  Gross,  Rev.  A.  J.  G.  Dubbs,  Rev. 
D.  F.  Brendel,  and  in  1872  the  present  pastor,  the 
Rev.  N.  Z.  Snyder,  took  the  charge,  in  connection 
with  the  First  Reformed  Church  of  South  Bethlehem. 
This  congregation  numbers  about  one  hundred  mem- 
bers. The  present  stone  church,  forty  by  sixty  feet, 
was  erected  about  the  time  of  reorganization. 

Jerusalem  Sunday-school  was  organized  about  1864, 
largely  through  the  efforts  of  J.  W.  Larash,  John  Ab- 
bott, Thomas  Cope,  and  William  Bower.  It  now  has 
about  seventy  pupils,  twelve  officers,  and  ten  teachers. 
President,  George  Shall;  Secretary,  E.  Buchecker; 
Treasurer,  Augustus  Shall;  Superintendent,  J.  W. 
Larash. 

Washington  Union  Sunday-school  chapel  was 
erected  in  1872,  by  the  communicants  at  Huflferts 
Church.  There  is  preaching  here  every  two  weeks 
by  the  Lutheran  and  German  Reformed  ministers. 
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The  Markle  Union  Sunday-school  was  organized 
Jan.  28,  1877,  its  prominent  supporters  being  Reuben 
Markle,  John  A.  Abbott,  Thomas  Cope,  and  William 
Bower.  It  has  at  present  sixteen  officers,  twenty 
teachers,  and  one  hundred  pupils.  The  present  offi- 
cers are:  Superintendent,  C.  A.  Groman  ;  President, 
Daniel  Hiltinger  ;  Secretary,  Eeuben  Markle;  Treas- 
urer, William  Bower. 

Schools. — Originally  the  township  had  very  few 
schools.  The  children  living  in  the  eastern  part  of 
the  township  attended  school  at  Bethlehem,  those  in 
the  western  part  at  Emaus  and  Salisbury  Church. 
The  school-house  at  this  place  dates  with  the  erection 
of  the  church.  Those  living  in  the  central  part  of  the 
township  attended  school  at  Allentown,  while  a  few 
families  living  between  Bethlehem  and  Allentown 
crossed  the  Lehigh  River  and  attended  school  at 
Rittersville,  in  Hanover  township.  (See  note  about 
Jacob  Geisinger,  relative  to  schools,  about  the  year 
1819.) 

The  village  of  Emaus  formed  a  part  of  this  town- 
ship until  its  incorporation  into  a  borough.  Markle's 
school-house  was  built  about  the  year  1820,  Ritter's, 
HofTord's,  Yost's,  and  Eisenhard's  between  1830  and 
1840,  SchoU's  and  Mountain  about  1845.  All  these 
have  been  rebuilt  since  1860,  except  Salisbury  Church 
school-house  and  Mountain  school-house.  HofFord's 
school-house  and  the  one  called  "Bethlehem  Woods" 
were  abandoned.  The  school-houses  at  Wieand's, 
Keek's,  Jeter's,  Aineyville,  and  Mountainville,  with 
their  districts,  are  of  later  formation.  The  one- 
roomed  school-house  at  Aineyville  was  built  in  1871, 
and  formed  a  new  sub-district.  In  1877  a  two-story 
brick  building,  thirty-two  by  forty-two  feet,  was 
erected  and  two  graded  schools  were  established,  the 
first  of  the  kind  in  the  township.  In  1882  one  of  the 
large  rooms  was  divided  and  an  additional  graded 
school  formed. 

A  large  two-story  brick  school-house  was  erected 
near  Bethlehem  in  1880.  The  house  is  called  Jeter's 
school-house.  It  contains  two  rooms  on  the  first  floor 
and  one  on  the  second.  Two  graded  schools  were 
formed  and  are  in  successful  operation. 

At  Mountainville  a  two-story  brick  house  was 
erected  during  the  summer  of  1883,  and  two-graded 
schools  were  formed. 

All  these  double,  or  two-story  buildings  are  very  com- 
plete in  all  their  appointments.  The  erection  of  these 
new  buildings  form  a  new  era  in  the  history  of  the 
schools  of  Salisbury  township,  because  with  them  date 
the  establishment  of  graded  schools.  There  are  seven 
graded  and  nine  ungraded  schools  in  the  township. 

There  are  now  nine  one-roomed  buildings,  one  two- 
roomed,  and  two  three-roomed  ones  in  the  township. 
The  sub-districts  are  known  by  the  names  of  Jeter's, 
Markle's,  Yost's,  Mountain,  Mountainville,  Ritter's, 
Keek's,  Salisbury  Church,  Wieand's,  Eisenhard's  or 
Green  Meadow,  SchoU's,  and  Aineyville. 

The  district  employs  16  teachers.    Term,  five  and  a 


half  months.  Average  salary  for  male  teachers,  $33.42 
per  month ;  for  female  teachers,  $28.  Number  of  male 
pupils  enrolled,  388 ;  of  female  pupils,  313 ;  total,  701. 
Per  cent,  of  attendance,  88.  Cost  per  pupil  per  month, 
75  cents.  Number  of  mills  levied*  for  school  pur- 
poses, IJ.     Valuation  of  school  property,  $15,000. 

Mountainville. — The  land  on  which  Mountain- 
ville is  located  was  seventy  years  ago  in  possession 
of  Rudolph  Smith.  A  small  log  tavern  was  kept  at 
that  place  many  years,  and  until  the  present  one  was 
built,  in  1856.  A  little  before  this  time  the  Smith 
farm  passed  into  possession  of  Charles  Witman  and 

Snyder,  who  laid  a  part  of  the  farm  out  into  lots 

and  sold  them,  on  which  small  dwellings  were  erected. 

Soon  after  the  tavern  was  erected,  in  1856,  a  post- 
office  was  established,  and  Edwin  Sell  was  appointed. 
After  a  year  it  was  removed  to  another  part  of  the 
township,  where  it  remained  but  a  short  time,  and 
was  again  returned  and  established  with  Reuben 
Kammerer,  postmaster.  He  held  the  position  until 
1880,  when  the  present  postmistress,  Miss  Amanda 
Sheetz,  was  appointed.  The  carriage-factory  was  es- 
tablished in  1874  by  Walter  Sheetz,  and  is  still  con- 
ducted by  him.     The  hotel  was  built  in  1856  by ■ 

Snyder,  and  is  now  owned  by  Samuel  Parsons. 

Mountainville  Evangelical  Church.' — The  origin 
of  this  church  was  in  a  private  house  of  William  Bortz 
in  the  year  1858.  Revs.  Moses  Dissinger,  C.  K.  Fehr, 
and  others,  preached  the  word  of  God  in  the  above- 
named  house.  Several  other  families  moved  in  the 
village  a  few  years  afterwards.  In  the  year  1863  the 
present  church  was  built,  by  contract  of  Lewis  Sheldon, 
under  the  supervision  of  Henry  Romig,  its  member- 
ship then  being  about  ten.  Between  the  years  of 
1863-68  the  membership  had  an  increase  of  some 
twenty.  The  appointment  was  served  mostly  by  min- 
isters from  Allentown  until  the  year  1877,  when  it  was 
connected  with  Emaus  Mission,  and  served  regularly 
by  Rev.  F.  Hoffman  for  three  successive  years.  In  the 
year  1883  the  church  was  remodeled,  and  several  hun- 
dred dollars  expended  upon  it.  B.  H.  Miller,  pastor 
of  Emaus  Mission,  has  charge  of  the  above-named 
church,  under  whose  supervision  a  suitable  spire  and 
bell  were  added.  The  present  membership  is  com- 
posed of  a  few  families,  with  a  promising  Sunday- 
school,  numbering  about  one  hundred. 

Aineyville  is  a  collection  of  dwellings  that  have 
grown  up  around  the  Lehigh  Iron-Works  near  East 
Penn  Junction,  an  account  of  which  is  given  in  Al- 
lentown. It  contains  beside  the  dwellings  a  store,  and 
Temperance  Hall,  in  which  the  Aineyville  Division, 
No.  46,  Sons  and  Daughters  of  Temperance,  and 
"  The  Band  of  Hope"  hold  their  weekly  meetings. 

The  society  of  the  Sons  and  Daughters  of  Temper- 
ance was  organized  Aug.  23,  1879,  with  eleven  mem- 
bers and  the  following  officers:  Peter  L.  Stemer, 
president;  Solomon  Z.  Hillegas,  secretary;  Reuben 

1  By  Rev.  B.  H.  Miller. 
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Knaiiss,  treasurer.  The  present  officers  (1884)  are 
Mrs.  Sarali  Sterner,  president;  Mrs.  Sarah  Leiben- 
speiger,  secretary ;  KeubeiiKnauss,  treasurer.  Present 
numberof  members,  sixty-three.  The  "Band  of  Hope" 
was  organized  Feb.  5, 1883,  with  eleven  members,  and 
a  membership  in  1884  of  forty-two.  It  is  connected 
with  the  Division  No.  46.  The  hall  in  which  meet- 
ings were  held  was  erected  in  1882,  at  a  cost  of  eight 
hundred  dollars. 

Cold  Spring  Chemical-Works.  —  In  January, 
1882,  a  company  was  formed  to  manufacture  explo- 
sives. A  site  was  selected  about  two  and  a  half  miles 
from  Allentown,  on  the  south  side  of  the  mountain, 
and  on  the  Henry  Miller  tract.  The  site  was  desira- 
ble, from  the  distance  from  thickly-populated  districts 
and  from  its  proximity  to  a  spring  of  water.  An  acid- 
house,  uitro-glycerine  vault,  mixing,  packing,  drying 
and  grinding  houses,  and  a  magazine  were  built.  On 
the  4th  of  December,  1883,  a  company  was  incorpo- 
rated with  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  under  the 
name  of  the  Vulcan  Dynamite  Company,  with  Ed- 
ward S.  Wertz,  president ;  W.  B.  Shaffer,  treasurer ; 
and  Oscar  Moyer,  secretary.  In  January,  1884,  a  new 
and  larger  plant  was  made  in  Hanover  township,  and 
the  works  in  Salisbury  township  were  discontinued. 

The  explosives  of  this  companj-  are  sold  for  use  in 
the  ore-beds  of  New  Jersey,  lead  and  zinc  mines  of 
Missouri,  and  the  iron-ore  region  of  Lake  Superior,  as 
well  as  many  other  places. 

Fountain  Hill. — The  northeast  part  of  Salisbury 
township  adjoins  the  borough  of  South  Bethlehem, 
and  is  known  as  Fountain  Hill.  The  ridge  lying 
along  the  river  was  formerly  known  as  Ostrom's 
Ridge.  A  tract  of  land  was  obtained  by  Andrew  Os- 
trom  under  a  warrant  from  the  Penns  in  1745,  for 
which  he  received  a  patent  in  November,  1760.  In 
the  year  1764  he  conveyed  it  to  the  Moravians,  who 
retained  it  in  their  possession  till  1853,  when  it  was 
sold  with  other  lands  to  Charles  W.  Ranch.  On  this 
farm  are  inexhaustible  quarries  of  stone,  which  has 
been  used  for  building  since  1766,  at  which  time  the 
old  Bethlehem  buckwheat-mill  was  built.  The  stone 
was  taken  from  these  quarries  for  the  Bethlehem  Iron 
Company's  buildings  and  for  the  Lehigh  University. 

Another  settler  on  this  tract  was  Jobst  Vollert,  who 
came  from  Coventry,  Chester  Co.,  to  Bethlehem  in  the 
summer  of  1746.  He  soon  after  became  the  landlord 
of  the  Crown  Inn,  and  Nov.  2, 1747,  purchased  eighty- 
one  acres  of  land  lying  south  and  southwest  of  the 
Simpson  tract  of  Tobias  Weber,  who  had  built  a 
house  upon  the  land  in  1744.  In  September,  1754, 
Vollert  purchased  one  hundred  and  fourteen  and  one- 
half  acres  of  land,  formerly  the  property  of  Anthony 
Albrecht.  It  extended  from  the  south  line  of  the 
Weber  or  original  Vollert  tract  to  the  east  of  the 
mountain.  These  two  tracts,  in  August,  1755,  were 
sold  to  the  Moravians. 

Another  tract  of  eighty  acres  of  mountain  land 
was  purchased  in  1744  by  George   Hartmann,   and 


was  occupied  by  Cornelius  Weygandt.  It  is  supposed 
that  he  erected,  about  1759,  the  old  farm-house  in  the 
rear  of  Bishopthorpe.  This  soon  after  came  into  pos- 
session of  the  Moravians. 

About  the  year  1769  the  Moravians  commenced  to 
rent  the  land  on  the  south  bank  of  the  Lehigh,  of 
which  they  then  owned  about  five  hundred  acres. 

In  February  of  that  year  the  Weygandt  farm  was 
rented  to  Max  Keifer,  who  died  in  1791.  He  was 
succeeded  by  John  Christian  Clewell,  who,  about  the 
year  1810,  was  followed  by  John  Hoffert,  whose  son, 
Samuel  Hoffert,  came  into  possession  in  1884,  and 
who  retained  it  till  it  was  sold  by  the  Moravians. 

The  first  sale  of  these  lands  on  the  south  bank  of 
the  Delaware  was  of  two  acres  of  mountain  land  to 
Francis  H.  Oppelt,  in  April,  1846.  He  was  at  that 
time  erecting  a  building  in  which  was  opened  the 
"  Lehigh  Mountain  Springs  Water  Cure."  He  later 
purchased  six  acres  additional,  which  is  occupied  by 
St.  Luke's  Hospital. 

The  four  Moravian  farms  were  purchased  in  1847,  and 
that  part  in  Salisbury  township,  one  hundred  and  seven 
acres,  was  sold  to  Charles  C.  and  Oliver  Tombler,  and 
six  acres  to  F.  H.  Oppelt.  On  the  7th  of  August,  1850, 
L.  Oliver  Tombler  sold  to  Daniel  Freytag  twenty-two 
acres,  and  on  the  1st  of  April,  1851,  to  Augustus  Fish 
ten  acres.  Fish  had  previously  purchased  of  Charles 
C.  Tombler  the  one  hundred  and  seven  acres,  in  De- 
cember, 1850.  In  1848,  Tombler  had  built  the  store- 
house in  rear  of  the  old  one,  which  Fish  enlarged. 
He  purchased  twenty-nine  acres  of  the  old  Vollert 
tract.  He  then  named  the  place  "  Fontainebleau," 
later  called  Bishopthorpe.  Fish  died  in  1866,  and  the 
property  soon  after  was  sold  to  Tinsley  Jeter,  by 
whom  it  was  laid  out  into  lots. 

That  portion  of  the  town  of  South  Bethlehem 
known  as  Fountain  Hill,  extending  southwest  from 
the  Union  Depot,  lies  partly  in  Northampton  and 
partly  in  Lehigh  County.  In  May,  1854,  the  Desh 
farm,  consisting  of  about  ninety  acres,  of  which  the 
largest  part  was  in  Northampton  County,  was  pur- 
chased by  Charles  Hacker  and  Samuel  R.  Shipley,  of 
Philadelphia,  and  Rudolphus  Kent,  of  Gwynedd. 
Charles  Hacker  was  interested  to  the  amount  of  three- 
fifths,  the  other  two  one-fifth  each.  This  farm  ex- 
tended southwest  as  far  as  Seminole  Street,  which,  as 
originally  laid  out,  was  intended  to  run  from  the 
Salisbury  road  to  the  extreme  western  boundary  of 
the  farm,  where  Ostrom  Street  has  since  been  located. 
Beyond  this  line  of  Seminole  Street,  the  portion  east 
of  where  Delaware  Avenue  now  runs  belonged  to 
the  Freytag  place  (of  twenty-two  acres) ;  west  of  that 
street  it  belonged  to  Augustus  Fiot. 

Very  soon  after  this  purchase  Messrs.  Hacker, 
Shipley  &  Kent  had  the  whole  farm  laid  out  into 
streets,  blocks,  and  lots  for  building  purposes,  it  being 
foreseen  that  the  early  completion  of  the  Lehigh 
Valley  and  the  North  Penn  Railroads  would  largely 
increase  the  value  of  the  property.     The  present  sta- 
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tion  and  buildings  near  it  are  situated  on  a  portion  of 
this  farm. 

In  finding  names  for  the  new  streets  to  be  laid  out 
Mr.  Shipley  suggested  the  adoption  of  Indian  names, 
and  this  was  carried  out  in  all  the  streets  laid  out  by 
them.  The  name  of  Delaware  Avenue  was  given  to 
the  principal  street,  and  this,  though  not  Indian  in 
origin,  had  been  borne  by  a  powerful  and  important 
tribe  of  Indians.  Itasca  has  never  been  borne  by  any 
tribe  of  Indians,  being  a  composite  name  formed  for 
a  special  purpose,  but  from  its  origin  and  form  was 
deemed  appropriate.  Alaska  Street  was  not  laid  out 
till  1883,  and  takes  its  name  from  the  Territory  of 
that  name.  With  these  exceptions,  we  believe  all  the 
other  streets  laid  out  by  Messrs.  Hacker,  Shipley  & 
Kent  bear  Indian  names. 

It  has  already  been  said  that  the  present  Union 
Depot  is  on  a  part  of  the  Desh  farm,  the  North 
Penn  Railroad  Company  having  early  purchased  ten 
acres  of  this  ground.  Among  the  first  purchases 
made  for  building  residences  was  that  of  Robert  H. 
Sayre,  Esq.,  chief  engineer  and  general  superintendent 
of  the  Lehigh  Valley  Railroad.  He  bought  the  lower 
or  eastern  portion  of  the  block  bounded  by  Wyandot 
Street,  Delaware  Avenue,  Ottawa,  and  Lenni  Lennape 
Streets,  of  which  the  upper  portion  yias,  some  years 
subsequently,  purchased  by  John  Smylie,  Esq.  Mr. 
Sayre  erected  his  residence  there  in  1857,  and  this,  we 
believe,  was  the  first  of  the  many  beautiful  dwellings 
which  now  cover  the  whole  of  this  farm.  All  of  this 
part,  and  indeed  nearly  the  whole  of  this  farm,  lying 
in  Northampton  County,  it  is  hardly  proper  to  say 
more  about  it  here. 

In  November,  1860,  the  Freytag  place  was  purchased 
by  Mr.  Tinsley  Jeter,  then  a  resident  and  member  of 
the  bar  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  but  who  at  this 
time  was  engaged  in  building  the  Ironton  Railroad,  to 
connect  his  iron-mines,  at  Ironton,  with  the  Lehigh 
Valley  Railroad.  In  1866,  Mr.  Augustus  Flot,  the 
owner  of  the  Hoffert  farm,  or  Fontainebleau,  as  he 
called  the  place  after  his  purchase,  died,  and  Fon- 
tainebleau was  purchased  by  Mr.  Jeter.  One  or  two 
smaller  pieces  of  ground  to  the  southwest  were  also 
purchased  by  him.  Having  in  the  same  year  sold 
out  his  railroad  and  mines,  Mr.  Jeter  decided  to  give 
his  undivided  attention  thenceforth  to  the  subdivision 
and  sale  of  this  property,  and  to  such  enterprises  as 
would  tend  to  add  to  the  moral  or  material  welfare  of 
that  portion  of  the  town.  Later  in  the  year  he  made 
purchases  of  portions  of  the  Desh  farm,  as  already 
divided  by  Messrs.  Hacker,  Shipley  &  Kent.  At 
the  commencement  of  his  operations  he  felt  the  need 
of  some  distinctive  name  for  this  portion  of  the  town, 
and  finally  adopted  that  of  Fountain  Hill,  by  which 
it  has  ever  since  been  known.  There  was  no  special 
significance  in  the  name,  it  being  simply  a  fancy  name. 
Delaware  Avenue,  Cherokee,  Seneca,  and  Pawnee 
Streets  were  continued  soulhwestwardly.  In  doing 
this  it  was  found  that  if  continued  out  in  the  same 


line  Delaware  Avenue  would,  after  crossing  Fiot 
Street,  descend  rather  rapidly,  and  as  this  is  the  main 
thoroughfare,  it  was  decided  to  make  it  diverge  some- 
what to  the  right,  so  as  to  give  it  a  nearly  even  grade 
to  the  Salisbury  road.  This  divergence  was  made  in 
the  other  parallel  streets  also,  and  commences  at  the 
line  of  Seminole  Street,  where  Mr.  Jeter's  property 
commenced.  Ostrom  Street  was  laid  out  entirely  by 
Mr.  Jeter,  and  has  no  break.  At  first  Huron  Street, 
now  a  prolongation  of  Fourth  Street,  was  only  laid 
out  by  Messrs.  Hacker,  Shipley  &  Kent  from  Wyandot 
Street  to  Cherokee  Street.  In  1867  the  block,  of  ground 
bounded  by  Delaware  Avenue,  Cherokee,  Seneca,  and 
Dacotah  Streets  was  purchased  by  Mr.  Jeter,  and 
Huron  Street  was  then  extended  by  him  to  Seneca 
Street  and  Delaware  Avenue,  its  present  terminus. 

In  the  original  plan  of  Messrs.  Hacker,  Shipley  & 
Kent,  Seneca  Street  was  considered  an  alley,  and  made 
only  thirty  feet  wide.  When  Mr.  Jeter  purchased 
from  them  the  ground  referred,  he  made  it  a  condition 
that  this  street  should  be  widened  to  fifty  feet,  and 
this  was  done.  In  adopting  names  for  such  streets  as  he 
should  lay  out,  Mr.  Jeter  abandoned  the  Indian  nomen- 
clature for  the  purpose  of  perpetuating  in  these  names 
such  families  and  individuals  as  were  or  had  been  more 
or  less  connected  with  this  part  of  the  town.  Hence 
the  series  of  names  now  attached  to  these  streets, 
many  of  which  were  suggested  by  the  Rev.  W.  C. 
Reichel,  author  of  the  "  Crown  Inn"  and  other  works 
connected  with  the  history  and  antiquities  of  Bethle- 
hem and  vicinity. 

Bishopthorpe  School.— On  the  southeastern  slope 
of  one  of  the  ridges  of  South  or  Lehigh  Mountain  is 
located  what  was  formerly  known  as  the  Hoffert 
Farm.  This  was  owned  by  the  Moravians,  and  was 
one  of  the  few  farms  they  owned  on  this  side  of  the 
Lehigh  River.  It  was  long  occupied  by  a  family 
named  Hoffert,  and  hence  the  name.  The  farm- 
house was  a  long  low  one- story  stone  house,  with 
high-pitched  roof,  small  windows,  and  queer  little 
old-fashioned  dormers.  It  was  built  in  the  last 
century,  and  is  still  occupied  as  a  dwelling.  In  1848 
this  farm  was  purchased  by  Charles  Tombler,  who 
built  a  new  house  farther  down,  and  front  of  the  one 
above  mentioned.  This  building  was  also  of  stone,  but 
larger  and  more  commodious  than  the  former.  The 
place  was  owned  and  occupied  by  Mr.  Tombler  till 
December,  1850,  when  he  sold  it  to  Augustus  Fiot, 
Esq.,  a  retired  merchant,  born  in  France,  but  for  many 
years  carrying  on  business  as  a  dealer  in  music  in 
Philadelphia.  As  such  he  had  acquired  a  modest 
fortune,  and  purchased  this  place  for  a  summer  resi- 
dence. On  coming  to  reside  here  in  the  summer  of 
1851,  he  was  so  much  delighted  with  it  that  he  never 
left,  even  for  the  winter.  He  added  a  third  story  to 
the  main  building,  and  enlarged  it  by  other  additions 
and  very  much  changed  the  interior  arrangements. 
The  grounds  also  were  very  much  enlarged  and  beau- 
tified, several  fountains  were  introduced,  and  a  large 
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number  of  beautiful  exotic  trees  planted.  A  beau- 
tiful green-house  and  grapery  were  also  built  and 
added  to  the  beauties  of  the  place,  which  was  then 
named  Fontainebleau,  from  the  village  and  palace  of 
Fontainebleau  in  France,  near  where  Mr.  Fiot  had 
resided  some  years  in  his  boyhood.  For  fifteen  years 
prior  to  his  death,  which  took  place  in  April,  1866, 
this  place  was  the  most  beautiful  in  the  environs  of 
Bethlehem,  and  undoubtedly  one  of  the  most  charm- 
ing in  the  State. 

At  this  period  the  space  extending  from  this  farm 
to  the  Lehigh  River,  where  the  station  is  now,  and 
which  is  now  called  Fountain  Hill,  had  not  been  laid 
out  in  lots,  streets,  etc.,  and  the  approach  from  the 
old  Lehigh  bridge  to  Fontainebleau  was  first  by  the 
AUentowu  road  (now  Lehigh  Street)  to  what  is  now 
Uncas  Street ;  thence  nearly  southwest,  partly  along 
what  is  now  Ostrom  Street.  Then  it  diverged  to  the 
right  and  passed  through  what  now  belongs  to  St. 
Luke's  Hospital ;  nearly  opposite  the  hospital  build- 
ing it  diverged  to  the  left,  and  passed  to  the  east  of 
Ostrom  Street.  Then  marking  nearly  a  right  angle, 
it  went  again  into  the  grounds  of  the  hospital  and 
through  a  beautiful  avenue  planted  with  horse-chest- 
nut-, poplar-,  and  linden-trees  to  a  gate  opposite  the 
northern  end  of  the  building.  It  was  a  rather  devious, 
but  always  a  most  beautiful,  approach  to  the  mansion. 

As  already  stated,  Mr.  Fiot  died  in  1866,  leaving 
neither  wife  nor  children.  He  had  devised  the  place 
to  his  brother  Mr.  Jules  Fiot,  of  Philadelphia,  who 
immediately  sold  it  to  Tinsley  Jeter,  who  since  1860 
had  owned  and  occupied  the  Freytag  place,  closely 
adjoining  on  the  east,  and  which  contained  twenty- 
two  acres.  The  Fiot  place  contained  nearly  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  acres,  and  other  lands  in  the  vicinity 
having  subsequently  been  purchased  by  Mr.  Jeter,  he 
owned  at  one  time  about  two  hundred  and  thirty 
acres.  Having  early  in  the  year  sold  out  his  mines 
and  railroad  in  another  part  of  the  county,  he  deter- 
mined to  devote  himself  entirely  to  the  building  up 
and  improvement  of  that  portion  of  the  vicinity  of 
South  Bethlehem. where  his  property  was  situated. 
The  establishment  of  Bishopthorpe  school  was  one 
of  the  enterprises  projected  by  him  with  that  object 
in  view.  Some  others  may  perhaps  be  referred  to 
elsewhere. 

The  Et.  Eev.  William  Bacon  Stevens,  bishop  of  the 
Protestant  Episcopal  Church  in  the  Diocese  of  Penn- 
sylvania, was  consulted,  and  from  the  first  gave  the 
project  his  earnest  and  most  cordial  sympathy  and 
support.  The  first  meeting  of  those  interested  in  the 
matter  was  held  on  the  evening  of  Dec.  11,  1867,  at  the 
house  of  Robert  H.  Sayre,  Esq.  Those  present  were 
the  Rt.  Rev.  Bishop  Stevens,  the  Rev.  E.  N.  Potter, 
then  rector  of  the  Church  of  the  Nativity,  Robert  H. 
Sayre,  William  H.  Sayre,  Jr.,  John  Smylie,  James 
Jenkins,  H.  S.  Goodwin,  Dr.  Henry  Copp6e,  then 
president  of  the  Lehigh  University,  and  Tinsley 
Jeter.     The  minutes  of  the  meeting  state  that  the 


bishop  stated  the  object  of  the  meeting,  which  was 
to  establish  a  young  ladies'  academy  of  the  highest 
character,  and  gave  many  and  cogent  reasons  for  it. 
Bethlehem  has  had  a  renown  throughout  the  country 
as  a  place  for  the  education  of  girls  ;  its  salubrity 
was  remarkable;  the  Lehigh  University  is  here,  and 
the  two  schools  will  thus  offer  unusual  facilities  to 
parents  having  both  sons  and  daughters  to  educate. 
He  also  referred  in  high  terms  to  the  property,  which 
could  now  be  obtained  on  very  favorable  terms. 

Messrs.  William  H.  Sayre,  Smylie,  Coppee,  and 
Goodwin  made  remarks  of  the  same  tenor.  The 
bishop  then  stated  that  he  had  received  a  letter  on 
the  subject  from  Mr.  Jeter,  and  requested  that  it 
should  be  read,  which  was  done.  This  letter,  addressed 
to  the  bishop,  stated  that  on  the  formation  of  a  board 
of  trustees  satisfactory  to  the  bishop  he  (Mr.  Jeter) 
would  sell  the  house  and  a  certain  amount  of  land  at 
a  valuation,  and  would  make  a  donation  of  one-fourth 
thereof  as  a  gift  to  the  school.  Or  he  would  make 
all  the  necessary  additions  and  changes  in  order  to  fit 
it  for  a  school  at  his  own  expense,  and  would  then 
give  it  free  of  rent  for  two  years,  with  the  privilege 
of  purchasing  it  at  the  end  thereof.  The  latter  ofl'er 
was  accepted.  The  board  of  trustees,  as  constituted 
at  a  subsequent  meeting,  were  the  gentlemen  already 
named,  the  bishop  being  the  president  of  the  board. 

Messrs.  William  H.  Sayre,  Jenkins,  and  Goodwin 
were  made  a  committee  to  arrange  and  supervise  the 
additions  and  alterations  which  Mr.  Jeter  agreed  to 
make  in  order  to  fit  the  place  for  its  new  uses. 

The  bishop,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Potter,  and  Dr.  Coppfie 
were  appointed  a  committee  to  secure  the  services  of 
a  competent  lady  as  principal  of  the  school. 

The  next  meeting  was  held  Jan.  17,  1868,  at  the 
rectory,  the  bishop  and  the  same  gentlemen  being 
present.  The  subject  of  a  name  was  much  discussed, 
and  finally,  on  motion  of  Dr.  OoppSe,  it  was  unani- 
mously decidedly  to  call  it  "  Bishopthorpe  School  for 
Girls,"  and  it  is  proper  to  state  here  the  origin  of  this 
name.  The  bishop  stated  that  he  thought  a  good 
name  was  a  matter  of  some  importance;  that  during 
a  late  visit  to  England  he  had  been  a  guest  of  the 
Rt.  Rev.  the  Archbishop  of  York  at  his  country- 
place  or  villa,  named  "  Bishopthorpe."  The  word 
thorpe  meaning,  in  Anglo-Saxon,  place,  village,  ham- 
let, and  Bishopthorpe  the  place,  hamlet,  or  village  of 
the  bishop.  He  suggested,  therefore,  that  this  might 
be  a  very  good  name,  inasmuch  as  it  seemed  the 
general  desire  to  have  a  name  which  had  not  already 
been  appropriated  elsewhere.  The  motion  above 
mentioned  was  then  made  by  Dr.  Copp6e,  and  was 
unanimously  adopted. 

At  this  meeting  the  committee  on  the  selection  of  a 
principal  reported  that  they  had  secured  the  services 
of  Miss  Edith  S.  Chase,  of  Philadelphia,  of  whom  the 
bishop  spoke  in  the  highest  terms  as,  in  his  opinion, 
eminently  qualified  to  fill  the  place,  and  she  was  ac- 
cordingly elected. 
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In  pursuance  of  the  proposal  already  mentioned, 
and  in  conjunction  with  the  committee  on  alteration, 
Mr.  Jeter  proceeded  at  once  to  make  the  necessary 
changes  and  additions  to  the  buildings.  The  princi- 
pal addition  made  was  the  erection  of  a  new  building 
in  the  rear,  which  contains  the  dining-room  on  the 
lower  floor  and  the  school-room  above.  Other  minor 
additions  were  also  made  at  the  same  time. 

The  school  was  opened  in  September,  1868,  and  at 
once'  took  the  high  character  for '  careful,  consci- 
entious training  and  culture  which  it  has  maintained 
ever  since. 

In  1870,  Miss  Chase  accepted  the  post  of  principal 
of  a  much  larger  school,  then  being  built  under  the 
supervision  of  the  Et.  Rev.  Bishop  of  Albany,  N.  Y., 
and  left  Bishopthorpe  at  the  close  of  the  academical 
year,  in  June,  1870. 

Her  successor  was  Miss  F.  I.  Walsh,  also  formerly 
of  Philadelphia,  but  more  recently  a  teacher  in  a 
large  school  at  Monticello,  111.  She  still  remains  the 
principal,  and  the  school  under  her  wise,  careful,  and 
conscientious  management  has  become  all  that  its  most 
sanguine  projectors  ever  hoped  or  anticipated.  Allu- 
sion has  already  been  made  to  earnest  sympathy  and 
support  received  from  the  Rt.  Rev.  Bishop  Stevens, 
in  whose  diocese  the  school  was  situated.  Within  a 
year  or  two  after  the  opening  of  the  school  the  new 
diocese  of  Central  Pennsylvania  was  created,  and  this 
new  diocese  included  Bethlehem.  Bishop  Stevens 
therefore  resigned  his  position  of  president  of  the 
board  of  trustees,  and  the  place  since  that  time  has 
been  filled  by  the  Rt.  Rev.  Bishop  Howe,  who  has 
ever  manifested  the  most  cordial  and  sympathetic 
interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  school. 

Mention  has  already  been  made  of  the  offer  of  Mr. 
Jeter  to  give  the  use  of  the  property,  free  of  rent,  for 
two  years.  He  afterwards  gave  it,  free  of  rent,  for 
another  year,  at  the  end  of  which  time  the  trustees 
decided  to  make  an  effort  to  raise  means  to  purchase 
the  property.  This  effort  was  undertaken  principally 
by  Robert  H.  Sayre,  Esq.,  and  accomplished  by  him 
in  a  short  time.  The  property  was  purchased  in  1871 
for  thirty  thousand  dollars,  of  which  amount  one-third 
was  contributed  by  the  following  gentlemen  :  R.  H. 
Sayre,  $1000;  S.  Bonnell,  $1000;  J.  H.  Swoyer,  $500; 
Richard  Sharpe,  $1000  ;  G.  B.  Markle,  $500 ;  Francis 
Weiss,  $1000 ;  Asa  Packer,  $1000 ;  W.  and  C.  M.  Dod- 
son,  $500 ;  Tinsley  Jeter,  $3200. 

Allusion  has  already  been  made  to  the  old  approach 
road  to  the  building.  In  laying  out  the  new  streets  in 
this  portion  of  the  town  Mr.  Jeter  had  preserved  this 
avenue  in  part,  and  made  it  connect  with  Delaware 
Avenue  at  the  head  of  Fiot  Street.  When,  however 
the  purchase  of  the  property  was  made,  a  majority  of 
the  trustees  preferred  that  the  school  property  should 
have  rectangular  bounds.  This  necessitated  a  com- 
plete change,  in  the  location  of  all  the  new  streets  in 
the  vicinity,  and  the  present  arrangement,  more  utili- 
taiian,  perhaps,  but  far  less  beautiful,  was  adopted. 


The  executive  committee  has  remained  without 
change  for  many  years,  and  is  composed  as  follows : 
Tinsley  Jeter,  chairman  ;  William  L.  Dunglison,  sec- 
retary and  treasurer ;  R.  H.  Sayre,  William  H.  Sayre, 
H.  S.  Goodwin,  Henry  Copp6e,  LL.D. 

St.  Luke's  Hospital.— This  institution,  now  so 
large,  so  wealthy,  and  so  beneficent,  had,  like  many 
other  great  works,  a  very  small  beginning.  It  owes 
its  present  position;  power,  and  wealth,  but  not  its 
origin,  to  the  munificence  of  Judge  Packer.  The 
credit  of  its  inception  is  due  to  the  Rt.  Rev.  Oourtland 
Whitehead,  then  rector  of  the  Church  of  the  Nativity, 
South  Bethlehem,  but  now  bishop  of  the  diocese 
of  Western  Pennsylvania.  During  the  latter  part  of 
1871  Mr.  Whitehead,  after  a  meeting  of  the  members 
composing  the  executive  committee  of  Bishopthorpe 
school,  requested  them  to  remain,  as  he  wished  to  con- 
fer with  them  in  regard  to  the  establishment  of  a  small 
hospital  in  South  Bethlehem,  to  be  in  some  way  con- 
nected with  the  work  of  the  church  of  which  they 
were  all  members.  He  then  laid  before  them  some- 
thing of  the  outline  of  the  project  and  asked  their  co- 
operation. There  was  a  most  cordial  approval  of  the 
undertaking,  and  Tinsley  Jeter,  one  of  those  present, 
was  asked  to  aid  in  the  preparation  and  passage  of  the 
charter. 

The  charter  was  soon  after  prepared  by  Mr.  White- 
head and  Mr.  Jeter,  and  in  due  time  its  passage  by 
the  Legislature  was  secured  by  the  latter  during  the 
session  of  1872.  This  charter  has  since  then  been 
very  much  changed,  and  it  may  not  be  out  of  place 
to  state  what  it  was  before  these  changes.  As  already 
said,  it  was  designed  to  be  a  purely  church  work, 
more  or  less  intimately  connected  with  the  parish  of 
the  Church  of  the  Nativity.  The  board  of  trustees 
was  to  be  composed  of  the  bishop  of  the  diocese  as 
ex  officio  president,  and  the  rectors  and  two  laymen 
from  all  the  Episcopal  Churches  in  the  Lehigh  Val- 
ley. From  the  Church  of  the  Nativity,  South  Beth- 
lehem, where  the  institution  was  to  be  located,  there 
were  to  be  three  trustees;  these  were  John  Smylie, 
Robert  H.  Sayre,  and  Tinsley  Jeter.  When  these 
trustees  were  called  together,  it  was  strongly  urged 
by  several  of  the  number  that  it  would  be  advisable 
to  make  some  changes  in  the  charter,  so  as  to  render 
the  institution  less  strictly  denominational  in  char- 
acter. Judge  Packer  and  R.  H.  Sayre  were  decided 
in  their  opinions  that  this  was  desirable.  Changes 
were  subsequently  made,  not  so  extensive  as  some 
desired,  but  more  liberal  perhaps  than  were  deemed 
expedient  by  others.  Under  the  charter  as  thus 
modified  the  bishop  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal 
Church  of  the  diocese  in  which  the  hospital  is  situ- 
ated is  ex  officio  president  of  the  board  of  trustees, 
and  a  majority  of  the  trustees  must  belong  to  said 
church.  There  are  no  other  liens  binding  the  insti- 
tution to  this  church.  The  modifications  referred  to, 
and  adopted  by  the  board  of  trustees,  were  made  by 
the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  of  Northampton  County, 
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and  were  not  obtained  till  late  in  the  year  1872,  or 
early  in  the  year  1873.  During  the  latter  part  of  the 
summer  and  fall  of  the  year  1872  much  of  the  in- 
terest felt  in  the  enterprise  seemed  to  have  died  out, 
and  during  several  months  it  was  impossible  to  get 
together  a  quorum  at  the  monthly  meetings  to  trans- 
act any  business.  The  meeting  held  on  the  27th  was 
the  first  for  several  months  when  a  quorum  was 
present.  At  this  meeting  Mr.  Jeter  earnestly  urged 
that  an  effort  should  be  made  to  obtain  a  sufficient 
amount  to  purchase  a  small  building  as  a  commence- 
ment. He  expressed  his  confident  assurance  that,  if 
authorized  by  the  meeting,  he  would  be  able  to  raise 
five  thousand  dollars  within  a  short  time.  This  pro- 
posal was  agreed  to,  and  a  committee  of  three  were 
appointed  to  solicit  subscriptions  for  the  object  in 
view.  This  committee  consisted  of  the  following 
persons :  Tinsley  Jeter,  South  Bethlehem  ;  Francis 
Weiss,  Bethlehem;  Eev.  Mr.  Whitehead,  South 
Bethlehem. 

The  latter  remained  on  the  committee,  but  pre- 
ferred not  to  undertake  to  obtain  any  funds.  Mr. 
Weiss  had  never  attended  any  of  the  trustees'  meet- 
ings, and  declined  to  join  actively  in  the  work  of 
raising  money,  but  expressed  his  warm  sympathy  for 
it,  and  generously  contributed  one  thousand  dol- 
lars. 

This  committee  immediately  issued  the  following 
circular,  and  were  more  successful  than  they  had  an- 
ticipated in  raising  funds.  Within  a,  month  nearly 
nine  thousand  dollars  had  been  subscribed,  and  was 
reported  to  the  next  meeting  held  at  the  end  of  Feb- 
ruary : 

'*  At  a  meeting  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  St.  Luke's  Hospital,  South 
Bethlehem,  held  on  the  27th  day  of  January,  1873,  the  undersigned 
were  appointed  a  committee  to  solicit  subscriptions  and  collect  funds  for 
the  purchase  or  erection  of  a  suitable  building.  Our  earnest  desire  is 
to  be  able  to  commence  our  work  at  the  earliest  day  possible,  and  we 
therefore  invoke  the  help  of  every  one  for  our  undertaking.  The  bene- 
fits of  the  hospital  are  for  all  who  need  them,  without  distinction  of 
creed,  race,  or  nationality.  At  the  iirst  meeting  of  the  board  of  trus- 
tees the  following  resolution  was  adopted  as  the  basis  for  all  future 
action  : 

"Beaolved,  That  the  board  of  trustees,  among  its  first  acts,  does  here- 
by declare  that  no  distinction  shall  ever  be  made  in  the  reception  or 
treatment  of  patients  on  account  of  creed,  race,  or  nationality,  and  that 
while  the  ministries  of  the  Christian  faith  shall  lie  freely  offered  to  all 
the  inmates  of  the  hospital,  they  shall  not  be  obtraded  upon  any  who 
are  unwilling  to  receive  them,  and  also  that  any  patient  may,  under 
proper  regulntions,  have  the  privilege  of  such  religious  ministrations  as 
he  may  request. 

"  We  therefore  solicit  subscriptions  and  contributions  from  all.  The 
smallest  as  well  as  the  largest  amounts  will  be  thankfully  received. 
Our  object  is  to  heal  the  wounds  and  lessen  the  pains  of  suffering  hu- 
manity.   Will  not  every  one  who  reads  this  give  us  something  1 

"  TlNSLBY  JETEa, 

"Francis  Weiss, 
"  CORTi.ANDT  Whitehead, 
"  Commitlee." 

Having  this  amount  assured,  the  trustees  proceeded 
at  once  to  look  for  a  suitable  building,  and  the  follow- 
ing committee  was  appointed  to  find  one:  Robert  H. 
Sayre,  South  Bethlehem;  Henry  Colt,  Allentown ; 
Dr.  Swift,  Easton.    They  selected  a  double  building 


on  what  is  now  called  Broad  Street,  a  building  con- 
taining altogether  more  than  twenty  rooms.  It  was 
approachiuL;'  completion,  and  was  offered  to  the  com- 
mittee for  eight  thousand  dollars  by  the  owner,  Mr. 
Abraham  Yost,  then  largely  engaged  in  building 
operations  in  South  Bethlehem.  The  committee  at 
the  next  meeting  unanimously  reported  in  favor  of 
this  purchase,  and  expressed  the  opinion  that  the 
price  was  a  very  reasonable  one.  This  report  was 
adopted,  and  the  committee  above  named  were  au- 
thorized to  make  the  purchase,  which  they  did  imme- 
diately afterwards.  Preparations  were  at  once  made 
to  make  the  necessary  changes  and  alterations  in  the 
building  to  fit  it  for  its  new  uses. 

During  the  summer,  in  order  to  meet  many  ex- 
penses connected  with  the  furnishing  of  the  building, 
the  ladies  of  both  Bethlehem  and  South  Bethlehem 
were  invited  to  lend  their  assistance  in  such  way  as 
they  might  deem  best.  At  a  meeting  of  ladies  called 
for  this  purpose,  Mr.  Whitehead  and  Mr.  Jeter  com- 
municated to  them  the  wishes  of  the  trustees  of  the 
hospital,  and  asked  their  co-operation.  It  was  at 
onoe  decided  to  have  a  fair  in  the  hospital  building. 
This  fair  was  held  during  the  month  of  June,  under 
the  direction  of  a  committee  of  ladies,  Mrs.  Jeter  being 
president,  and  was  eminently  successful,  the  amount 
raised  being  nearly  a  thousand  dollars.  With  this 
and  other  amounts  contributed  by  churches  and  by 
individuals,  who  furnished  separate  rooms,  the  build- 
ing was  arranged  for  the  reception  of  patients,  and 
opened  in  October,  1873,  when  the  first  patient  was 
received. 

During  the  summer  of  1873  the  board  of  trustees 
decided  that  the  annual  meeting  of  the  board  should 
be  held  on  St.  Luke's  day,  the  18th  day  of  October. 
The  general  management  of  the  hospital  was  confided 
to  an  executive  committee  of  nine  persons,  who  were 
elected  at  the  annual  meeting  in  October  of  that  year. 
Three  of  these  were  elected  for  three  years,  three  for 
two  years,  and  three  for  one  year,  so  that  there  should 
be  an  election  for  three  members  of  this  committee 
every  year.  In  order  to  make  the  active  participation 
in  the  duties  of  the  management  of  the  hospital  more 
general  among  all  the  members  of  the  committee,  it 
was  arranged  that  the  position  of  chairman  should 
not  be  held  by  one  member  longer  than  two  years  in 
succession.  This  committee  was  composed  as  follows  : 
Tinsley  Jeter  (chairman),  John  Smylie,  Robert  H. 
Sayre,  Joseph  Laubach,  B.  C.  Webster,  William  H. 
Chandler,  H.  S.  Goodwin,  William  H.  Sayre,  William 
L.  Dunglison. 

It  is  proper  to  say  that  the  Rev.  Mr.  Whitehead 
was  the  first  one  named  for  a  place  on  the  executive 
committee,  and  would  have  been  its  first  chairman 
had  he  not  given  way  to  leave  a  place  thereon  for 
Mr.  Chandler. 

It  will  be  proper  now  to  say  something  of  the 
present  location  and  its  acquisition  by  the  hospital. 
As   the   property  is   now  it   consists   of  more  than 
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twenty  acres  of  ground,  of  which  about  eleven  acres 
formerly  pertained  to  the  old  HofFert  farm  of  the 
Moravians,  subsequently  belonging  to  Mr.  Fiot. 
The  remaining  nine  acres  had  long  been  known  as 
the  Water-Cure  property,  and  belonged  to  Francis 
H.  Oppeldt,  whose  first  purchase  from  the  Moravians 
was  made  in  1846.  He  erected  a  large  frame  or 
wooden  building,  and  opened  it  as  a  water  cure. 
The  spring  which  furnished  the  water  issues  from  the 
ground  above  the  buildings,  and  furnished  a  supply 
of  from  five  thousand  to  ten  thousand  gallons  per 
day,  according  to  the  time  of  the  year.  The  water 
has  no  mineral  qualities  of  any  special  value,  but  is 
a  very  clear,  pure,  soft  water,  and  remarkably 
adapted  for  all  domestic  purposes. 

During  the  early  years  of  the  war  of  secession 
this  water  cure  was  well  patronized,  and  the  owner 
considered  it  expedient  at  the  close  of  the  sum- 
mer of  1863  to  commence  extensive  additions  or 
enlargements  for  the  summer  of  1864.  These  changes, 
however,  took  a  longer  time  and  cost  a  far  larger 
sum  than  Dr.  Oppeldt  had  anticipated.  The  sum- 
mer season  of  1864  was  lost,  and  this,  with  .the 
larger  expense  incurred,  produced  pecuniary  difficul- 
ties and  embarrassments  from  which  he  never  fully 
recovered. 

In  May,  1871,  the  place  was  sold  by  the  sheriff,  and 
was  bought  by  Mr.  James  T.  Borheck,  one  of  the  cred- 
itors, who  held  it  for  sale  for  about  a  year.  Dr.  Oppeldt 
continuing  to  carry  on  the  business  as  before,  but  as 
lessee.  Such  was  the  status  of  this  property  in  the 
early  part  of  the  year  1872,  when  the  trustees  of  the 
hospital  first  came  together.  At  one  of  their  earliest 
meetings  attention  was  called  to  this  place  by  Mr. 
Jeter  as  in  every  way  one  of  the  most  suitable  and 
beautiful  places  in  the  State  for  such  an  institution. 
At  his  request  a  number  of  the  trustees,  after  one  of 
their  meetings,  visited  the  place  with  him  and  made 
an  examination.  All  were  of  the  same  opinion,  but 
few  then  thought  it  possible  to  raise  the  money  neces- 
sary to  buy  it.  During  the  month  of  June,  Mr.  Jeter, 
fearing  that  the  place  might  be  sold  before  the  trustees 
had  an  opportunity  of  raising  the  necessary  means, 
determined  to  purchase  it  himself  and  hold  it  subject 
to  the  wishes  of  the  trustees,  in  case  they  could  obtain 
the  funds  required.  This  purchase  was  made  in  June, 
and  the  place  was  thus  held  for  several  months.  The 
trustees  hesitated,  however,  to  undertake  what  seemed 
so  large  an  undertaking,  and  during  the  full,  as  al- 
ready stated,  nearly  all  interest  in  the  future  institu- 
tion seemed  to  have  died  out.  It  was  not  until  the 
27th  of  January  that  a  quorum  could  be  obtained  for 
the  transaction  of  any  business.  As  already  related 
at  that  meeting  a  committee  was  appointed  to  solicit 
funds,  with  the  object  of  buying  a  much  smaller 
property  in  the  town. 

This  was  done,  and  the  institution  was  opened  in 
the  building  on  Broad  Street.  The  committee  on 
location,  who  had  reported  in  favor  of  the  building 


on  Broad  Street,  also  recommended  in  their  report 
that  the  trustees  should  secure  without  delay  a  larger 
piece  of  ground,  of  ten  acres  or  more,  as  the  future 
site  for  the  hospital.  No  further  offer  of  the  Water- 
Cure  property  was  ever  made  to  the  trustees.  Mr. 
Jeter,  the  then  owner,  being  one  of  the  trustees  of  the 
hospital,  naturally  forbore  to  make  any  suggestion 
looking  to  its  acquisition,  and  no  negotiations  of  any 
kind  were  ever  initiated  on  the  subject  between  him 
and  the  trustees  of  the  institution. 

Soon  after  this  the  Eev.  Mr.  Whitehead  strongly 
urged  that  Judge  Packer  should  be  applied  to  to  give  a 
few  acres  of  some  of  his  land  lying  between  the  Le- 
high University  and  the  cemetery  of  the  Eoman 
Catholic  Church,  east  of  the  town.  Mr.  Whitehead 
stated  that  he  thought  that  a  very  suitable  location 
could  be  found  there,  and  that  he  felt  sure  that  Judge 
Packer  would  willingly  make  a  donation  of  a  suitable 
site. 

The  trustees  acquiesced  in  this  proposed  applica- 
tion, and  Mr.  Whitehead  was  appointed  a  committee 
to  make  it.  Judge  Packer  expressed  his  perfect  will- 
ingness to  make  such  a  donation,  but  stated  at  the 
same  time  that  he  did  not  think  any  of  his  ground 
suitable,  and  that  he  would  much  prefer  contributing 
an  amount  suflicient  to  purchase  a  suitable  site  to 
giving  an  unsuitable  one  from  his  own  ground. 

Judge  Packer  had  from  the  first  given  his  most 
cordial  sympathy  to  the  establishment  of  the  hos- 
pital, but  had  never  been  applied  to  for  any  contri- 
bution in  the  effort  made  to  obtain  funds  for  the 
purchase  of  the  first  building.  It  had  been  wisely 
decided  to  obtain  the  required  amount  elsewhere,  and 
that  the  well-known  liberality  of  Judge  Packer  should 
be  left  to  act  in  such  way  as  he  might  deem  best  at 
some  future  period. 

In  1875,  therefore,  he  authorized  Mr.  E.  P.  Wilbur 
to  enter  into  negotiations  for  the  purchase  of  the 
Water-Cure  property,  and  this  was  consummated  in 
the  early  part  of  1876.  In  laying  out  his  streets  in 
the  vicinity  an  addition  had  been  made  to  the  place, 
which  now  consisted  of  a  little  more  than  twenty 
acres.  The  price  paid  was  twenty-five  thousand  dol- 
lars, whereof  twelve  thousand  dollars  was  paid  cash 
by  Judge  Packer  and  sons,  the  other  thirteen  thousand 
dollars  remaining  on  mortgage  until  it  was  finally 
paid  by  the  trustees,  principally  or  entirely  out  of  the 
proceeds  of  several  very  large  excursions,  which  were 
undertaken  under  the  care  of  the  Ladies'  Aid  Society 
of  the  hospital.  Subject  to  the  mortgage  above  men- 
tioned, the  property  was  presented  to  the  institution 
by  Judge  Packer  in  the  early  part  of  the  year  1876. 

Mention  has  already  been  made  of  the  fair  held  by 
the  ladies  of  Bethlehem  in  June,  1873,  to  aid  in 
furnishing  the  building.  It  was  afterwards  thought 
by  the  trustees  that  a  permanent  association  of  ladies 
might  be  made  an  important  auxiliary  in  raising  funds 
for  the  institution,  and  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr. 
Goodwin,  Mr.  Jeter,  and  Mr.  W.  H.  Sayre,  was  ap- 
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pointed  to  select  officers  to  undertake  the  formation 
of  such  an  association.  Mrs.  Eobert  H.  Say  re  was 
made  president,  Mrs.  Bejamin  C.  Webster,  treasurer, 
and  Mrs.  Jeter,  secretary.  This  association  went 
actively  to  work  in  various  ways,  and  during  the  next 
four  or  five  years  succeeded  in  raising  about  fifteen 
thousand  dollars,  much  the  larger  part  being  raised  by 
means  of  the  large  railroad  excursions  which  were 
organized  and  carried  out,  the  entire  proceeds  of 
which,  through  the  liberality  of  the  Lehigh  "Valley 
Kailroad  Company,  went  into  the  treasury  of  the 
association. 

During  the  year  1876  the  new  location  was  occupied 
by  the  hospital,  the  Water-Cure  building  being  used 
for  this  purpose.  In  1879  the  new  building  was  com- 
menced, and  finished  in  1880.  Down  to  1881  the 
hospital  had  been  under  the  charge  of  a  matron, 
so  far  as  domestic  arrangements  were  concerned. 
The  medical  direction  was  under  the  direction  of  Dr. 
A.  Hont,  of  Bethlehem,  assisted  by  one  or  two  resi- 
dent physicians.  To  his  care,  skill,  and  devotion,  for 
a  period  of  nearly  ten  years,  the  institution  is  largely 
indebted  for  its  success.  In  the  year  mentioned  it 
was  deemed  best  to  place  the  entire  charge  of  the 
hospital  in  the  hands  of  a  resident  physician  as  sur- 
geon and  superintendent,  and  Di*.  W.  L.  Estes,  who 
so  worthily  fills  the  place  at  present,  was  elected. 

Judge  Packer,  who  died  in  1879,  left  the  hospital 
the  income  of  three  hundred  thousand  dollars  in  stock 
of  the  Lehigh  Valley  Eailroad  Company,  which  now 
pays  eight  per  cent.,  thus  giving  the  institution  twenty- 
four  thousand  dollars  per  annum.  There  is  also  a 
provision  in  the  will  of  Judge  Packer  by  which  the 
institution  may  hereafter  receive  a  large  addition  to 
this  amount.  Early  in  the  year  1884  Judge  H.  E. 
Packer,  the  only  surviving  son  of  Judge  Asa  Packer, 
died,  and  by  his  will  the  hospital  will  receive  three- 
twenty-thirds  of  his  estate  after  the  decease  of  his 
widow. 

Soon  after  the  opening  of  the  hospital,  it  was  the 
recipient  of  a  portion  of  the  various  and  liberal  char- 
ities of  Mr.  I.  V.  Williamson,  a  merchant  of  Phila- 
delphia, who  presented  it  with  nearly  ten  thousand 
dollars  in  ground-rents,  secured  on  property  in  Phila- 
delphia. In  addition  to  the  above  sources  of  income 
should  be  added  the  amounts  received  from  the  an- 
nual Thanksgiving-day  collections  which  are  taken 
up  in  all  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Churches  of  the 
Diocese  of  Central  Pennsylvania. 

As  has  been  already  stated,  the  bishop  of  the 
diocese  of  Central  Pennsylvania,  the  Et.  Eev.  M.  A. 
DeWolfe  Howe,  is  president  of  the  board  of  trustees; 
the  Et.  Eev.  Edmund  de  Schweinitz,  of  Bethlehem, 
is  first  vice-president;  the  Eev.  W.  C.  Cattell,  late 
president  of  Lafayette  College,  second  vice-president; 
Treasurer,  E.  P.  Wilbur;  Secretary,  W.  H.  Chand- 
ler; Chaplain,  the  Eev.  C.  K.  Nelson,  rector  of  the 
Church  of  the  Nativity.  The  executive  committee  is 
as  follows :  Tinsley  Jeter,  chairman  ;  H.  S.  Goodwin, 
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secretary ;  William  L.  Dunglison,  William  H.  Sayre, 
W.  H.  Chandler,  Eobert  H.  Sayre,  Samuel  Thomas, 
E.  P.  Wilbur. 

Saint  Mary's  Chapel,  Lechanweki  Springs,  owes 
its  existence  entirely  to  the  liberality  of  Messrs.  John 
Smylie  and  Eobert  H.  Sayre.  These  springs  were 
first  opened  to  the  public  in  June,  1873,  and  August 
10th  of  the  same  year  the  mission  Sunday-school  was 
opened.  Mr.  Smylie  soon  after  gave  the  ground  on 
which  the  church  stands  to  the  Church  of  the  Nativ- 
ity, and  offered  to  provide  the  means  of  erecting  a 
suitable  building.  The  gift  was  accepted,  the  corner- 
stone was  laid  Oct.  6,  1874,  and  the  building  conse- 
crated April  19,  1875, — the  cost  being  almost  entirely 
provided  by  the  two  gentlemen  above  named.  Mr. 
Sayre  for  nearly  ten  years  superintended  the  Sunday- 
school,  and  to  his  fostering  care  and  active  work, 
ably  seconded  by  Mrs.  Sayre,  the  success  of  the  mis- 
sion is  very  largely  indebted.  It  is  now,  as  ever, 
modestly  pursuing  its  beneficent  work,  and  aiding 
largely  the  great  work  of  its  mother,  the  Church  of 
the  Nativity,  South  Bethlehem. 

Minor  Notes. — The  Shive  Governor-Works  were 
established  by  John  Smiley,  who  built  the  present 
shops  in  1872,  and  operated  till  his  death.  It  is  now 
operated  by  his  son. 

In  1878  the  hotel  at  Lechanweki  Springs  was 
erected,  and  was  conducted  till  1882.  It  has  not  been 
opened  since. 

Fountain  Hill  Cemetery. — An  association  termed 
the  Fountain  Hill  Cemfetery  Company  was  incorpo- 
rated April  10,  1872.  This  association  purchased  six 
acres  of  land  occupying  the  western  limit  of  the  old 
Hoffert  farm,  and  which  was  known  as  "  the  buck- 
wheat field."  It  was  laid  out  for  the  use  of  the  people 
of  South  Bethlehem  and  vicinity. 

Fairview  and  Strassburg  are  settlements  that 
have  grown  up  in  the  outer  limits  of  the  city  of 
Allentown  and  in  this  township.  The  sketch  of 
Fairview  Cemetery  will  be  found  in  the  history  of 
Allentown. 

The  Borough  of  Emaus.^— Emaus  is  a  borough 
situated  at  the  foot  of  the  South  Mountain,  about  five 
miles  south  of  the  city  of  Allentown,  the  county-seat 
of  Lehigh  County,  near  the  junction  of  the  East 
Penn  branch  of  the  Philadelphia  and  Eeading  Eail- 
road and  the  Perkiomen  Eailroad,  another  branch  of 
the  Philadelphia  and  Eeading  Eailroad.  It  was  incor- 
porated as  a  borough  in  1859.  The  population  in 
1880  was  about  nine  hundred,  and  the  increase  since 
has  been  about  two  hundred. 

The  town  was  first  laid  out  and  settled  by  a  thrifty 
set  of  Germans,  who  soon  felt  the  need  of  religious 
privileges,  and  therefore,  by  request,  the  Moravians 
began  a  domestic  mission  in  it  in  the  year  1742.  In 
July,  1747,  a  Moravian  congregation  was  organized ; 
in  1747  a  church  and  parsonage  were  dedicated  by 

1  By  H.  W.  Jarrett. 


418 


HISTOEY   OF   LEHIGH    COUNTY,  PENNSYLVANIA. 


Cammerhoff,  a  Moravian  bishop,  who  came  to  America 
as  missionary  to  the  Indians. 

In  1758  the  Moravians  purchased  from  the  settlers 
one  hundred  and  two  acres  of  land,  and  in  the  spring 
of  the  next  year  laid  out  the  town  and  called  it  Emaus. 

From  the  organization  of  the  congregation  the  set- 
tlement for  a  time  rapidly  increased  in  population, 
but  did  not  make  any  great  progress  in  the  way  of 
business  or  building,  as  the  residents  were  mostly  of 
the  poorer  class,  and  had  to  depend  upon  the  products 
of  the  soil  for  a  living. 

Emaus  from  all  accounts,  traditional  or  otherwise, 
was  a  close  denominational  town  until  about  the  year 
1835,  when  a  few  people  from  other  denominations 
moved  to  the  place.  The  church  at  no  time  kept  any 
store  or  house  of  entertainment  in  the  place,  but  the 
stores  were  mostly  kept  and  supported  by  the  mem- 
bers and  friends  of  the  church.  The  iirst  ordained 
and  regularly  appointed  minister  was  Eev.  Anthon 
Wagner,  and  not  Eev.  Anthony  Wayne,  as  has  been 
stated  in  former  works. 

Emaus  was  and  has  always  been  considered  a  very 
quiet  place,  and  justly  so,  as  the  world's  vices  were 
kept  aloof  as  much  as  lay  in  the  power  of  the  inhab- 
itants forty  and  more  years  ago.  However,  on  the  1st 
day  of  August,  1858,  when  the  advance-guard  of  the 
railroad-builders  made  their  appearance,  the  people 
suddenly  began  to  rouse  up  out  of  their  Kip  Van 
Winkle  sleep  to  find  that  there  were  people  and  life 
in  the  world  beside  themselves  and  their  own.  Since 
then  they  have  had  all  the  vices  and  blessings  that 
other  favored  communities  have.  Progress  has  been 
slow  but  sure,  and  the  community  now  counts  five 
general  stores,  hardware-,  drug-,  and  shoe-stores,  four 
churches  and  three  flourishing  Sunday-schools,  and 
two  hotels.  The  discovery  of  iron  ore  in  the  imme- 
diate vicinity  has  from  time  to  time  attracted  a  good 
many  workingmen,  mostly  Germans,  who  as  a  general 
rule  have  been  saving  and  industrious  enough  to  be- 
come householders  and  land-owners.  Some  of  the 
wealthiest  citizens  have  started  as  workers  at  fifty 
cents  a  day  to  become  worth  their  hundred  thousands, 
with  a  great  many  men  in  their  employ.  Naturally, 
a  furnace  was  commenced  in  about  1870,  and  after  a 
great  many  ups  and  downs  was  put  in  blast;  but  the 
management  never  having  been  any  of  the  best,  it  was 
finally  sold  to  the  Philadelphia  and  Eeading  Coal  and 
Iron  Company,  who  leased  it  to  Messrs.  Arnnod,  Fisher 
&  Co.,  who  worked  it  successfully  until  1883,  when  the 
iron  business  became  so  dull  and  unprofitable  that  it 
was  blown  out,  to  remain  idle  until  some  future  time. 
In  the  mean  time  the  very  enterprising  lessees  deter- 
mined if  possible  to  keep  their  laborers  employed 
and  so  built  up  large  works  to  manufecture  cast-iron 
gas-  and  water-pipe,  in  which  they  have  succeeded 
admirably,  having  a  market  for  all  they  can  produce. 
Emaus,  for  its  population,  has  first-class  business 
buildings  and  homes,  and  living  there  is  said  to  be 
much  cheaper  and  better  than  in  any  other  town  with 


its  facilities.  Two  large  reservoirs,  situated  upon  the 
mountain,  furnish  the  town  with  pure  spring-water, 
and  also  a  supply  for  fire  purposes,  the  town  being 
well  equipped  with  fire-plugs,  and  also  hose-cart,  lad- 
ders, and  about  fifteen  hundred  feet  of  beat  leather 
fire-hose. 

The  public-school  system  is  in  vogue  with  a  six 
months'  school  term,  with  a  fair  class  of  teachers  and 
oiEcers. 

The  present  ofiicers  of  the  borough  consist  of  Wil- 
liam H.  Hamman  as  burgess,  six  councilmen,  who 
are  elected  annually,  Raham  Shuler,  treasurer,  and 
Silas  Ott,  water  commissioner. 

Early  Settlers. — The  settlers  at  or  near  the  site  of 
Emaus  in  1742  were  Jacob  Ehrenhard,  Andrew 
Gearing,  Abraham  Ziegler,  George  Christ,  and  Fred- 
erick Winch. 

Jacob  Ehrenhard  lived  in  the  house  now  owned 
by  Hiram  S.  Getz,  of  Eeading.  He  had  several 
daughters,  who  married  and  settled  in  Nazareth. 

Andrew  Gearing  lived  in  a  log  house  at  the  lower 
end  of  the  town  (since  remodeled,  and  now  owned 
by  John  Schwartz).  He  came  to  this  country  a  single 
man,  married  here,  and  worked  at  his  trade,  which 
was  shoemaking.  He  had  several  sons,  among  whom 
were  John  and  Andrew.  The  former  purchased  land 
not  far  from  the  town,  where  he  lived  and  died.  He 
had  four  sons, — John  J.,  who  is  now  living  at  Emaus, 
at  the  age  of  eighty-one  years  ;  William  and  Thomas, 
who  died  in  Emaus ;  and  one  who  removed  to  another 
part  of  the  State.  Sylvester  L.  Gearing,  the  post- 
master at  Emaus,  is  a  son  of  Thomas. 

George  Christ  built  two  log  houses  in  the  lower  part 
of  the  town,  both  of  which  have  been  torn  down. 
Howard  Shipe  is  in  possession  of  one  of  the  lots,  and 
Mrs.  Peter  Balliet  of  the  other.  He  had  five  sons,— 
George,  Jacob,  Lewis,  Henry,  and  Jonathan,  all  of 
whom  except  the  last  settled  at  Emaus.  George  was 
a  hatter ;  Jacob  a  tobacconist ;  Lewis  kept  the  tav- 
ern; Jonathan  was  a  saddler;  and  Henry  a  farmer. 
None  of  the  family  are  now  in  the  borough. 

Frederick  Jobst,  one  of  the  most  prominent  resi- 
dents of  a  later  period,  was  born  in  1810  in  Alsace- 
Lorraine,  Germany,  and  emigrated  with  his  parent, 
J.  George,  and  his  brother  Francis  to  America  in 
1828,  landing  at  New  York,  and  at  once  proceeded  to 
this  section,  where  they  at  once  settled  down,  and  the 
subject  of  this  commenced  to  work  at  his  trade,  which 
was  weaving,  and  shortly  after  he  began  playing  the 
violin  on  festive  occasions,  at  which  he  was  an  expert, 
having  played  at  concerts  and  balls  in  the  old  coun- 
try, and  teaching  German  school  among  the  French 
residents  of  the  country.  Weaving  soon  got  to  he 
overdone,  and  he  then  became  a  laborer.  In  1848,  at 
the  solicitation  of  some  friends,  he,  with  his  two  sons, 
Henry  and  John,  whom  he  had  also  instructed  in 
music,  together  with  a  few  others,  started  on  a  trip 
South  as  far  as  Savannah,  giving  concerts,  and  met 
with  unbounded  success,  arriving  home,  after  an  ab- 
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sence  of  about  four  months,  with  a  fair,  and  at  that 
time  good,  supply  of  money.  He  then  commenced 
mining  iron  ore,  and  has  continued  at  that  up  to  date ; 
in  the  mean  time,  however,  organizing  and  teaching 
brass  and  string  bands  throughout  the  count}-,  many 
a  time,  for  months  in  succession,  working  in  the  mine 
till  five  o'clock  p.ji.,  and  then  rushing  home,  and 
walking  from  three  to  eight  miles  to  teach  a  band, 
and  home  again,  and  to  the  mine  next  morning,  the 
brightest  and  cheeriest  of  all  the  workmen.  At  the 
age  of  seventy-four  he  is  as  hale  as  most  young  men 
of  twenty-five.  He  is  one  of  the  largest  landholders 
in  this  section  of  the  county. 

Emaus  Moravian  Church.  —  Work  was  com- 
menced by  the  Moravian  Brethren  in  Salisbury  town- 
ship in  the  autumn  of  1741,  when  Count  L.  Zinzen- 
dorf,  then  on  an  ofiicial  visit  in  this  country,  preached 
by  request  in  the  house  of  Jacob  Ehrnhard.  (Text, 
Matt.  i.  14.)  The  historian  says  the  sermon  was  very 
edifying,  but  much  too  short.  In  the  autumn  of 
1742  the  first  church  was  erected  near  the  present  old 
cemetery,  and  the  cemetery  was  laid  out ;  the  land  was 
donated  by  Jacob  Ehrnhard,  and  several  additional 
tracts  were  donated  at  a  later  day.  From  1742  to  1747 
the  Brethren  from  Bethlehem  preached  here  regularly, 
but  the  congregation  was  not  organized  until  July 
30,  1747,  when  a  formal  organization  was  effected, 
and  the  Rev.  Anthon  Wagner  and  his  wife  Elizabeth 
appointed  to  take  charge  of  the  work. 

In  this  same  year  a  boarding-school  was  commenced 
in  a  building  erected  for  that  purpose  during  the  pre- 
vious year  on  the  old  cemetery  lot.  This  institution 
was  put  in  charge  of  Rev.  Christopher  Heyne,  and 
successfully  continued  till  1753,  when,  on  account  of 
the  dangers  of  the  then  existing  Indian  war,  it  was  for 
the  sake  of  greater  safety  removed  to  Bethlehem,  Pa. 

The  original  founders  of  the  congregation  were  the 
following:  Sebastian  and  Catharina  Knaus,  Jacob 
and  Barbara  Ehrnhard,  Conrad  and  Catharine  Wezel, 
Joseph  and  Susanna  Graff,  Peter  and  Margaretha 
Graff,  Johannes   and   Catharina  Knaus,  Jacob  and 

Loscher,  Philip  and Krazer,  John  and  Maria 

Kohler,  Henry  and  Catharina  Guth,  Martin  and  Eliz- 
abeth Bamberger,  Samuel  and  Catharina  Kopp,  John 
and  Veronica  Landis,  Jacob  and  Catharina  Boerstler, 
Anton  and  Catharina  Albrecht,  George  and  Christi- 
anna  Hartman,  Tobias  and  Margareth  Weber,  Peter 

and  Hofman,  Eudy  and  Oberly,  Frederick 

and  Maria  Eausenberger,  Catharina  Guth,  Gertrude 
Cog,  Eosina  Pfingsttag,  Eosina  Moz,  —  forty- four 
members. 

The  following  ministers  served  the  congregation: 
1747-50,  Anton  and  Elizabeth  Wagner;  1750-51, 
John  W.  and  Eosina  Michler ;  1751-52,  Andreas  and 
Dor.  Horn  ;  1752-58,  John  C.  and  Christina  Francke ; 
1753-56,  Daniel  and  XannaNeubert;  1755-56,  George 
and  Gertrude  Schneider ;  1756-58,  John  C.  and  Mar- 
garet Engel ;  1758-60,  John  and  Magdalena  Schweitz- 
haupt;  1760-62,  Daniel  and  Hanna  Neubert ;  1762-63, 


George  and  Maria  Pitsohmann  ;  1763-66,  Anton  and 
Elizabeth  Wagner;  1766-73,  Henry  and  Elizabeth  Lin- 
denmeyer ;  1773-77,  Andrew  and  Maria  Langgard  ; 
1777-79,  Francis  and  Anna  Bohler;  1779-85,  John  J. 
and  Anna  Schwihel ;  1785-86,  Nicolaus  L.  and  Anna 
Bagen;  1786-90,  John  and  Maria  Eoth ;  1790-91, 
John  and  Anna  Beck ;  1791-93,  Bernhard  and  Sarah 
Grube;  1793-98,  George  and  Anna  Mueller;  1798- 
1801,  Ludwig  F.  and  Maria  Boehler ;  1801-2,  John  and 
Anna  Bardell ;  1802-5,  John  and  Susanna  Molther ; 
1805-7,  John  and  Anna  Bardill;  1807-9,  Gottfried 
and  Anna  Oppelt;  1809-13,  Theodore  and  Susanna 
Shulz ;  1813-30,  Paul  and  Anna  Weiss  ;  1830-36,  John 
and  Sophia  Brickenstein  ;  1836-38,  Peter  and  Eliza 
Kluge;  1838-39,  G.  F.  and  Eliza  Troeger ;  1839- 
44,  Levin  T.  and  Louisa  Eeichel ;  1844-46,  Julius 
and  Emma  Bechler ;  1846-53,  Ambrose  and  Matilda 
Eonthaler;  1853-60,  John  and  Carolina  Eugennas; 
1860-62,  Edward  and  Annie  Kluge  ;  1862-64,  Lorenz 
and  Anna  Oerten ;  1864^68,  Henry  C.  and  Mary 
Bachman ;  1868-76,  Julius  and  Maria  and  Ellen 
Wilnsche;  1876-77,  W.  H.  and  Dorothea  Hoch ; 
1877-79,  Max.  E.  and  Martha  Grunert ;  1879-82, 
Clemens  and  Caroline  Eeinke  ;  1882,  L.  P.  and  Sarah 
Clewell. 

The  first  church  was  built,  in  1746-47,  entirely  by 
voluntary  gifts,  donations  of  material  and  labor ;  the 
second  one,  in  1766,  was  also  in  a  great  measure  built 
in  the  same  manner,  and  the  whole  amount  of  cash 
expended  amounted  probably  to  not  more  than  one 
hundred  pounds,  American  currency ;  the  last  church, 
built  in  1836,  cost  in  the  neighborhood  of  four  thou- 
sand dollars  cash ;  the  chapel,  built  in  1876,  cost  about 
two  thousand  six  hundred  dollars,  and  the  parsonage, 
with  additions,  two  thousand  dollars.  The  present 
value  of  the  property,  including  the  grounds,  is  from 
ten  to  twelve  thousand  dollars. 

Evangelical  Church.' — For  several  years  prior  to 
1845  the  Eev.  Charles  Hesser  preached  to  people  of 
this  faitli  in  the  houses  of  Charles  Fehr,  Daniel  Kech, 
and  George  Kemmerer.  In  that  year  the  people 
forming  the  society,  then  numbering  eighteen,  erected 
a  frame  building,  thirty  by  forty  feet.  This  house 
was  in  use  till  1873,  when  the  society  erected  the 
present  brick  church  edifice,  forty  by  sixty-five  feet, 
two  stories  high,  at  a  cost  of  seven  thousand  dollars. 
The  Rev.  F.  Hoffman  was  pastor  in  1845.  In  the 
year  1869  a  revival  took  place  under  the  charge  of  S. 
Ely  and  J.  K.  Seifrit,  by  which  seventy  members 
were  added  to  the  church.  In  1873  the  Annual  Con- 
ference set  off  Emaus  from  the  Lehigh  Circuit,  and 
it  was  made  a  separate  mission.  It  is  now  under  the 
charge  of  the  Eev.  B.  H.  Miller.  The  church  mem- 
bership is  one  hundred  and  fifteen,  with  a  Sunday- 
school  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  pupils. 

St,  John's  Lutheran  and  German  Reformed 
Union  Church. — Members  of  churches  of  both  the 

1  By  Kev.  B.  H.  Miller. 
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denominations  here  mentioned  lived  in  and  near 
Emaus ;  some  came  long  distances  to  their  respective 
churches.  About  the  year  1876  preaching  was  com- 
menced in  the  Moravian  Church  by  the  Eev.  A.  J.  G. 
Dubbs  for  the  German  Reformed,  aud  the  Eev.  Wil- 
liam Roth  for  the  Lutherans.  The  German  Reformed 
congregation  was  at  once  organized  under  the  pastor- 
ate of  Rev.  Mr.  Dubbs,  who  still  has  charge.  On  the 
17th  of  March,  1882,  a  meeting  of  the  German  Re- 
formed congregation  and  members  of  the  Lutheran 
society  living  in  the  vicinity  was  held,  at  which  it 
was  decided  to  erect  a  church  edifice.  The  Lutherans 
were  organized  at  once  into  a  society,  with  seventy- 
five  members,  under  the  care  of  the  Rev.  William 
Roth,  who  had  been  preaching  to  them  at  Emaus 
since  1876.  The  new  church  edifice  was  dedicated  on 
the  12th  of  November,  1882.  The  Lutheran  society 
numbers  about  eighty  members,  and  the  German  Re- 
formed about  one  hundred  and  seventy-five. 

Postmasters. — The  exact  date  of  the  establishment 
of  a  post-ofiice  at  Emaus  cannot  be  ascertained.  The 
first  postmaster  of  which  any  information  can  be  ob- 
tained was  William  Horsfield,  appointed  many  years 
ago.  He  was  succeeded  by  William  Rice,  and  then 
came  successively  Revs.  Paul  Weiss,  John  Gearing, 
and  Henry  Eshbach.  Sylvanus  Gearing,  the  present 
incumbent,  was  appointed  postmaster  July  9,  1856. 

Taverns. — The  date  of  opening  the  first  tavern  in 
the  village  is  not  known.  It  stood  on  the  site  of  the 
present  Emaus  Hotel.  It  was  kept  by  Lewis  Christ 
and  Thomas  Knauss.  The  present  hotel  was  built 
by  Henry  Wieber  over  forty  years  ago,  and  was  kept 
by  him  several  years.  ' 

The  Eagle  Hotel  was  built  by  Henry  Fisher  about 
1850,  and  kept  by  him  several  years,  and  sold  to 
John  Heinly,  who  sold  to  Moses  Wieand  in  1858. 
Jacob  Shipe,  the  present  proprietor,  purchased  the 
property  in  1868. 

Justices  of  the  Peace. — Following  is  a  list  of  jus- 
tices of  the  peace  from  1860  to  date  : 


Commissioned. 

Jacob  Shipe April  10,1860 

AquillaKDttUSB "  10,1860 

Henry  W.  .Tai-rett...     "  11,  1866 

S.  J.  Schumacher  ...     "  11,  1865 

JohnZ.Jobst "  9,1867 

Ab'ham  ZiegenfuBS    "  8, 18Y0 


Commissioned. 

Samuel  0.  Lee April     9, 18Y2 

Ab'ham  Ziegenfuss.March  13, 18T5 

Samuel  C.  Lee "        19,  1877 

Ab'ham  Ziegenfuss.     "        30,  ISSO 

William  Shiffert April     9,  1881 

William  Eberbard..Marcb  30,  lysii 


Lodges.— Emaus  Lodge,  No.  378,  Knights  of 
Pythias,  was  organized  in  1872  with  twenty  members, 
and  now  has  one  hundred  and  four  members,  with 
two  thousand  dollars  invested  in  bonds,  and  pays  five 
dollars  per  week  as  sick  benefits,  and  seventy-five  dol- 
lars at  the  death  of  a  member.  It  is  in  a  very  flourish- 
ing condition,  with  a  great  many  active  and  efiicient 
members,  and  meets  in  the  hall  at  the  corner  of  South 
Fifth  and  New  Streets.  The  present  oflicers  are  Jacob 
T.  Knauss,  C.  C. ;  Charles  Acker,  K.  R.  S. ;  Charles 
D.  Brown,  M.  of  E. 

Emaus  Division,  No.  220,  Sons  and  Daughters  of 
Temperance,  was  organized  Sept.  5, 1883,  with  eleven 
members.     The  present  membership  is  thirty.     It  is 


beneficial  to  subscribers  only,  is  in  a  flourishing  con- 
dition, and  meets  in  Knights  of  Pythias  Hall.  The 
officers  are  B.  H.  Miller,  W.  P. ;  H.  Baumgardner, 
F.  S. 

Young  Men's  Union,  organized  by  the  Mite  So- 
ciety of  the  Moravian  congregation  in  November, 
1883,  with  eighteen  members,  at  present  has  a  mem- 
bership of  thirty-two.  It  is  devoted  to  furnishing  at- 
tractive rooms  and  entertaining  reading  matter  to  the 
young  men  of  the  vicinity,  and  to  create  the  habit  of 
reading  up  the  events  and  occurrences  of  the  day. 
The  officers  are  E.  E.  Kemper,  Prest. ;  Edward  Jobst, 
Treas. 


BIOGRAPHICAL    SKETCH. 


TINSLEY   JETER. 

The  ancestors  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch  were  of 
English  extraction,  and  among  the  earliest  settlers  in 
Virginia.  His  paternal  grandfather,  John  Jeter,  and 
his  father,  John  Tinsley  Jeter,  were  residents  and 
owners  of  the  village  of  Painesville,  Amelia  Co.,  a 
small  place,  whose  name  was  given  it  in  honor  of 
Thomas  Paine,  the  author  of  "The  Age  of  Reason." 
His  paternal  grandmother  was  a  Miss  Chaffin,  whose 
family  formed  part  of  a  numerous  race  of  tall,  slender, 
red-haired,  and  long-lived  individuals,  whose  descend- 
ants still  retain  in  a  great  degree  these  character- 
istics. 

John  Tinslev  Jeter  was  born  in  1798,  and  married, 
in  1822,  a  Miss  Elizabeth  Newman,  who  died  in  1835, 
leaving  four  children,  the  second  of  whom  is  the  sub- 
ject of  this  biography.  He  was  born  at  Painesville, 
May  7,  1827,  and  until  the  age  of  sixteen  was  a  resi- 
dent of  that  place.  In  1843  his  father  removed  from 
Virginia  with  his  family  to  Missouri,  where  his  son 
received  his  collegiate  education  at  the  State  Uni- 
versity, located  at  Columbia,  in  that  State. 

In  1847  the  father,  becoming  interested  in  commer- 
cial enterprises  farther  south,  removed  to  New  Or- 
leans, and  in  the  spring  of  1848  the  son  sailed  for 
the  West  Indies  and  South  America  as  the  custodian 
of  his  father's  business  interests  at  those  places.  He 
was  absent  from  the  United  States  more  than  three 
years,  the  larger  part  of  which  time  was  spent  in 
Caracas,  the  capital  of  Venezuela.  In  1851  he  re- 
turned to  the  land  of  his  nativity,  arriving  in  Phila- 
delphia, which  city  he  decided  to  make  his  future 
home.  He  studied  law  under  the  Hon.  Peter  Mc- 
Call,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1855.  He  be- 
came about  the  same  time  the  proprietor  of  extensive 
aud  very  valuable  iron-mines  in  Lehigh  County, 
which  demanded  so  much  of  his  attention  and  care 
that,  in  1859,  he  relinquished  his  growing  practice  at 
the  bar,  and  henceforth  devoted  himself  entirely  to 
the  development  of  his  mining  property,  becoming, 
with  Jay  Cooke,  Esq.,  of  Philadelphia,  the  builder 
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of  the  Ironton  Kailroad.  About  the  same  time  he 
made  his  home  on  Fountain  Hill,  near  South  Beth- 
lehem, where  he  has  since  resided.  In  1866  he  sold 
his  entire  mining  interests  to  Eobert  Lennox  Ken- 
nedy, Esq.,  president  of  the  Bank  of  Commerce,  New 
York,  and  since  that  time  has  devoted  his  undivided 
attention  to  the  improvement  and  development  of 
that  portion  of  South  Bethlehem  already  mentioned 
as  Fountain  Hill,  a  large  part  of  which  belonged  to 
him.  In  this  his  liberality  and  enterprise  have  been 
largely  successful.  He  is  president  of  the  "South 
Bethlehem  Improvement  Company,"  whose  whole 
capital  is  employed  in  the  encouragement  and  estab- 
lishment of  new  industries  in  South  Bethlehem,  and 
who  have  lately  erected  the  Excelsior  Knitting-Mills. 

While  engaged  in  these  pursuits  of  a  personal  char- 
acter, Mr.  Jeter  has  also  contributed  his  full  share  to  the 
educational,  charitable,  and  religious  activities  around 
him.  The  Church  of  the  Nativity,  Fountain  Hill,  one  of 
the  most  flourishing  in  the  State,  may  be  said  to  be  the 
outgrowth  of  a  movement  begun  in  his  own  dwelling. 
Lay  services  were  conducted  by  him  for  two  years  in 
his  home  before  the  effort  was  made  to  erect  a  church, 
of  which  he  is  still  a  vestryman.  Mr.  Jeter  may  be  also 
called  the  founder  of  Bishopthorpe  School  for  Girls, 
located  near  his  residence.  He  has  contributed  more 
to  it  than  all  othere  together,  and  has  been  for  many 
years  chairman  of  its  executive  committee, — the  only 
one  they  have  had.  In  1872  the  Eev.  Courtland 
Whitehead,  then  rector  of  the  Church  of  the  Nativity, 
but  now  Bishop  of  Pittsburgh,  urged  upon  his  vestry 
the  establishment  of  a  small  hospital  in  connection 
with  the  work  of  the  Episcopal  Church  in  the  Lehigh 
Valley.  This  was  done,  and  in  all  the  early  stages 
the  largest  share  of  the  work  devolved  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch.  The  charter  of  St.  Luke's  Hos- 
pital was  written  by  him,  and  its  passage  by  the 
Legislature  secured.  He  was  the  only  one  of  the 
three  appointed  to  obtain  subscriptions  who  consented 
to  act,  and  succeeded  in  obtaining  within  a  month 
nearly  double  the  amount  hoped  for.  This  hospital 
has  since  been  the  recipient  of  some  of  the  princely 
liberality  of  Judge  Packer  and  his  sons,  and  is  now  a 
magnificent  institution.  Mr.  Jeter  was  the  first  chair- 
man of  its  executive  committee,  and  after  an  interval 
of  some  years  is  now  again  its  chairman. 

In  politics  Mr.  Jeter,  like  his  father,  was  in  early 
life,  "  after  the  most  straitest  sect,"  a  Whig.  On  the 
dissolution  of  that  party  he  acted  with  that  portion 
who  advocated  the  election  of  Bell  and  Everett,  and  at 
the  Presidential  election  of  1860  was  the  Presidential 
elector  named  for  his  district  on  that  ticket.  Since 
that  time  he  has  affiliated  with  the  Democratic  party, 
but  has  never  sought  office  of  any  kind.  In  1876  he 
was  urged  to  permit  the  use  of  his  name  as  a  candi- 
date for  Congress  before  the  Democratic  convention. 
He  refused  to  make  any  political  canvass  or  to  expend 
any  money  for  doubtful  purposes.  Though  warmly 
supported,  he  did  not  receive  the  nomination. 


He  is  a  member  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  though 
Mr.  Jeter's  ancestors  were  Baptists.  The  late  distin- 
guished Jeremiah  B.  Jeter,  of  Richmond,  Va.,  whose 
biography  maybe  found  in  Appleton's  "  Cyclopedia," 
was  a  cousin  of  his  father. 

In  1852,  Mr.  Jeter  was  married  to  Mary,  daughter 
of  Thomas  S.  Richards,  Esq.,  of  Philadelphia,  who, 
like  his  father,  Samuel  Richards,  and  grandfather, 
William  Richards,  were  among  the  most  extensive 
makers  of  iron  in  the  States  of  Pennsylvania  and  New 
Jersey.  Three  children  are  the  issue  of  this  marriage. 
John  T.,  the  only  son,  is  a  mining  engineer  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  Lehigh  Valley  Railroad  Company,  and 
located  at  Wilkesbarre.  The  daughters,  Harriet  and 
Mary,  are  not  yet  grown. 


CHAPTER    XXXL 

UPPER   SAUCON   TOWNSHIP.i 

The  territory  comprising  the  township  of  Upper 
Saucon '  was  first  entered  upon  by  Europeans,  for  the 
purpose  of  settling  therein,  between  the  years  1730 
and  1735.  Its  original  white  settlers  consisted  of  a 
mixed  population  of  English,  German,'  and  Welsh 
descent,  and  belonging  to  the  Quaker,  Mennonite, 
German  Reformed,  and  Lutheran  denominations. 
The  neighborhood  of  Coopersburg  was  settled  almost 
exclusively  by  Mennonites,  that  portion  of  the  town- 
ship lying  between  Limeport  and  Lanark  almost  as 
exclusively  by  Quakers,  while  in  the  balance  of  the 
township  the  population  was  mixed,  the  German  Re- 
formed and  Lutherans  predominating.  It  is  probable, 
judging  by  their  family  names,  that  the  population 
was  even  more  mixed  than  this  represents  it,  but  as 
the  settlements  were  sparse  and  many  of  the  people 
poor,  it  was  impracticable,  if  not  impossible,  for  the 
followers  of  every  creed  to  have  their  own  place  of 
worship :  hence  all  of  them  worshiped,  "  from  ne- 
cessity, if  not  from  choice,"  with  one  or  the  other  of 
these  denominations. 

A  knowledge  of  the  settlement  of  the  township  can 
be  conveyed  in  no  way  better  than  by  the  following : 

History  of  Original  Titles.— On  March  13,  1682, 
"  William  Penn,  Chief  Proprietor  and  Governor  of 
ye  Province  of  Pennsylvania,  by  Indentures  of  Lease 
and  Release,  conveyed  to  Matthew  Marks,  of  Folk- 
stone,  county  of  Kent,  carpenter,  the  quantity  of  five 
thousand  acres  of  land,  to  be  allotted  and  set  out  in 
said  Province  in  accordance  with  the  terms  of  said 


1  By  Frank  B.  Heller. 

2  *'  Saucon,"  Indian  origin,  derived  from  Sakunk,  a  name  apparently 
first  applied  to  an  Indian  village  at  the  mouth  of  Saucon  Creek,  and 
afterwards  to  a  large  tract  of  country  lying  on  both  sides  of  the  creek 
from  its  source  to  its  mouth,  Sakunk  was  derived  from  Sa-ku-wit,  the 
mouth  of  a  creek. 

8  Mostly  Palatinates. 
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indentures.  On  the  three  and  twentieth  day  of  Au- 
gust of  the  same  year  Marks  conveyed  his  title  to 
these  lands  to  Richard  Haynes,  .Jr.,  of  London,  mer- 
chant." These  indentures  were  made  in  England, 
the  land  to  be  located  and  surveyed  thereafter.  On 
Dec.  12,  1700,  a  warrant  was  issued  to  the  heirs  of 
Haynes,  "  who  had  died  in  the  mean  time,"  in  pursu- 
ance of  which  there  was  surveyed  and  patented  to 
them  in  1780,  in  the  right  aforesaid,  the  aforesaid 
quantity  of  land,  three  tracts,  of  one  hundred  and  fifty 
acres  each,  which  were  located  on  or  near  "  Saucong" 
Creek. 

On  June  23,  1743,  the  heirs  of  Haynes,  for  the  con- 
sideration of  £220  17s.,  conveyed  these  three  tracts  to 
Joseph  Samuels,  of  "  Saucong"  Creek,  joiner.  He  set- 
tled on  the  tract  designated  in  his  deed  as  No.  2,  es- 
tablished his  residence  on  the  site  of  that  now  owned 
and  occupied  by  David  Horlocher,  and  lived  here 
until  Nov.  23,  1747,  when  he  conveyed  it  to  Henry 
Brunner,  of  Oley,  by  whose  descendants  a  part  of  it 
has  been  held  ever  since,  David  Horlocher  being  a 
great-grandson  of  his.  The  tract  is  now  owned  by 
David  Horlocher,  Newberry  Ulmer,  Amos  Heller, 
John  G.  Blank,  and  Charles  T.  Yeager. 

On  July  4,  1743,  Samuels  conveyed  tract  No.  1  to 
David  Owen,  of  Philadelphia,  who  established  his 
residence  on  the  site  now  occupied  by  the  tenant- 
house  on  the  farm  of  Abraham  Heller,  deceased.  A 
large  part  of  this  tract,  too,  might  be  said  to  have  re- 
mained in  the  hands  of  the  family  ever  since,  Paul 
Heller,  father  of  Abraham,  having  purchased  it  from 
bis  step-daughter,  Elizabeth  Owen,  a  great-grand- 
daughter of  David  Owen.  The  tract  is  now  owned 
by  the  heirs  of  Abraham  Heller  (deceased),  the  heirs 
of  Isaac  Mast  (deceased),  John  Brinker,  G.  W. 
Brinker,  Jacob  M.  Erdman,  Charles  H.  Erdman,  and 
Peter  Hottel. 

On  July  4,  1743,  Samuels  conveyed  his  remaining 
tract  to  his  son,  Isaac,  who  established  his  residence 
on  the  site  of  that  now  occupied  by  Alfred  A.  Sell, 
on  the  farm  of  Peter  M.  Sell.  The  tract  is  now  owned 
by  Peter  M.  Sell,  Ephraim  Weaver,  Tilghman  Smoyer, 
John  G.  Blank,  Theophilus  Kemmerer,  and  Abner 
Gerhard. 

A  short  time  before  his  death,  in  1718,  William 
Penn  made  his  last  will  and  testament,  in  which, 
among  many  other  bequests,  he  bequeathed  to  his 
grandsons,  Springet  Penn  and  William  Penn,  each 
the  quantity  of  ten  thousand  acres  of  land,  to  be 
allotted  and  set  out  in  some  proper  and  beneficial 
places  in  the  province  ol'  Pennsylvania.  On  April 
10,  1729,  Springet  Penn  conveyed  his  title  to  these 
lands  to  his  brother  William,  who  soon  after  conveyed 
his  title  to  all  to  William  Allen,  to  whom  a  warrant, 
under  date  of  March  5,  1730,  was  issued,  in  pursuance 
of  which  the  land  was  located  and  surveyed  to  him, 
one  tract  of  three  hundred  and  seventy-two  acres  and 
another  of  three  hundred  acres  falling  within  the 
township.     Allen  soon  after  sold  the  greater  part  of 


the  three-hundred-and-seventy-two-acre  tract  to  Philip 
Geissinger,  and  the  greater  part  of  the  three-hundred- 
acre  tract  to  John  Eeezer,  both  to  yield  and  pay  to 
him,  if  lawfully  demanded,  a  quit-rent  of  one  pepper- 
corn annually.  The  three-hundred-and-seventy-two- 
acre  tract  is  now  owned  by  the  heirs  of  Andrew  Bean 
(deceased),  Henry  Bean,  Jacob  Detweiler,  Jacob 
Greenawalt,  Jessiah  Klein,  Reuben  Opp,  Owen 
Heller,  David  Stover,  Charles  H.  Blank,  and  Thomas 
Trumbore.  It  is  further  occupied  by  the  new  ceme- 
teries adjoining  the  Blue  Church  property.  The 
three-hundred-acre  tract  is  now  owned  by  Mr.  Koth, 
late  Abraham  StauflFer's  mill-property,  John  Landis, 
Jacob  Landis,  John  Yoder,  and  Abel  Strawn.  A 
part  of  it  is  also  embraced  within  the  borough  of 
Coopersburg. 

On  Jan.  30,  1732,  a  warrant  was  issued  to  Casper 
Wistar  for  several  tracts  of  land,  one  of  three  hundred 
acres  of  which  was  located  in  the  township.  On  May 
24,  1737,  Wistar  conveyed  his  title  to  this  tract  to 
George  Zewitz,  to  whom  or  to  Wistar  it  was  confirmed 
by  patent  about  this  time.  The  tract  is  now  owned 
by  the  heirs  of  Benjamin  Landis  (deceased),  Samuel 
Hartranft,  the  heirs  of  Enos  Erdman  (deceased), 
Michael  Landis,  William  Y.  Landis,  Jacob  Basler, 
Jacob  Geissinger,  Samuel  Geissinger,  David  Geissen- 
ger,  John  Clymer,  and  Jacob  Kilpatrick. 

On  June  8,  1734,  a  warrant  was  issued  to  Christian 
Newcomer,  in  pursuance  of  which  there  was  patented 
to  him,  May  8,  1738,  a  tract  of  one  hundred  and 
twenty-one  and  a  half  acres,  now  owned  by  Solomon 
Stephens,  John  C.  Newcomer,  Lando  K.  Moyer,  and 
Abraham  Wimmer. 

On  Oct.  23,  1734,  a  warrant  was  issued  to  John 
Burk  for  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres,  but  he  not  com- 
plying with  its  terms  it  became  void,  and  another 
warrant  for  the  same  tract  was  issued  to  Michael 
Cyder,  or  Seider,  in  pursuance  of  which  it  was  pat- 
ented to  him  Sept.  20,  1752.  Burk  had  established 
his  residence  on  the  site  of  the  present  mansion-house 
on  the  farm  of  Samuel  Seider  (deceased) ;  he  had  also 
further  improved  the  land,  for  all  of  which  Seider 
paid  him  a  sum  mutually  agreed  upon.  The  greater 
part  of  this  tract  has  remained  in  the  Seider  family 
ever  since.  It  is  now  owned  by  the  heirs  of  Samuel 
Seider  (deceased),  the  heirs  of  Abraham  Rice  (de- 
ceased), James  Dotterer,  John  Beck,  William  Weid- 
ner,  Elias  Nitrauer,  and  Peter  Wittman. 

On  Nov.  9,  1734,  a  warrant  was  issued  to  Henry 
Keiber,  alias  Geber,  in  pursuance  of  which  there  was 
surveyed  to  him  a  certain  tract  of  land  situate  on 
"Saccoon"  Creek,  and  on  the  7th  of  December,  1739, 
another  warrant  issued  to  him  for  another  tract, 
adjoining  the  above,  but  he  failing  to  comply  with 
the  terms  of  his  warrants,  the  land  was  forfeited  to  the 
proprietaries,  who  caused  another  warrant,  bearing 
date  Dec.  18,  1742,  to  issue  to  Henry  Taylor  for  the 
two  tracts.  In  pursuance  of  this  latter  warrant  there 
was  patented  to  Taylor,  June  20,  1743,  a  tract  of  two 
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hundred  and  twenty-seven  and  a  half  acres.  The 
first  residence  on  the  tract  was  erected  on  the  site  of 
that  now  occupied  by  Charles  B.  Schneider,  on  the 
farm  of  David  Schneider,  hut  whether  erected  by 
Keiber  or  Taylor  cannot  now  be  ascertained.  Fully 
one-half  of  this  tract  has  remained  in  the  family, 
"who  have  assumed  the  name  of  Schneider"  ever 
since.  It  is  now  owned  by  David  Schneider,  William 
H.  Walbert,  and  Charles  B.  Egner. 

On  March  17,  1735,  a  warrant  was  issued  to  Owen 
Owen  for  a  tract  of  land  situate  near  the  head  of 
"  Soccung"  Creek.  In  pursuance  of  this  warrant  there 
was  patented,  Sept.  26,  1735,  to  the  said  Owen  a  tract 
of  one  hundred  acres.  After  the  death  of  <3wen  the 
tract  came  into  the  possession  of  his  son,  David,  who 
conveyed  it  to  Christopher  Hansel,  Jan.  8,  1760. 
Hansel  was  the  first  to  erect  a  dwelling  thereon, 
which  he  did  on  the  site  now  occupied  by  the  man- 
sion-house on  the  farm  of  Charles  Kidd.  It  is  now 
owned  by  Charles  Kidd,  Charles  B.  Egner,  Mrs.  Wil- 
liam Guth,  and  the  heirs  of  Abraham  Heller  (de- 
ceased). 

On  Oct.  31,  173o,  a  warrant  was  issued  to  Samuel 
Newcomer,  in  pursuance  of  which  there  was  pat- 
ented to  him,  March  28,  1738,  a  tract  of  two  hundred 
acres.  He  established  his  residence  on  the  site  now 
occupied  by  the  old  Yeager  homestead  on  the  farm 
of  Charles  T.  Yeager.  The  tract  is  now  owned  by 
Charles  T.  Yeager,  Herman  Yeager,  and  John 
Eeichard. 

About  1735  a  warrant  was  issued  to  William  Murry 
(Mory),  in  pursuance  of  which  there  was  patented  to 
him  soon  after  a  tract  of  three  hundred  and  fifteen 
acres,  on  Saucon  Creek.  He  established  his  residence 
on  the  site  now  occupied  by  the  tenant-house  on  the 
farm  of  Morgan  Mory  (a  direct  descendant  of  his). 
The  tract  is  now  owned  by  Morgan  Mory,  David 
Mory,  Peter  Wittman,  Jesse  Rumfield,  and  Amos 
Heller. 

About  1735  a  warrant  was  issued  to  George  Bach- 
man,  in  pursuance  of  which  there  was  patented  to 
him,  June  4,  1737,  a  tract  of  three  hundred  and 
thirty-four  and  a  half  acres.  He  established  his  resi- 
dence near  the  site  of  the  present  Eagle  Hotel,  in 
Coopersburg.  The  tract  is  now  owned  by  the  heirs 
of  John  Slifer  (deceased),  the  heirs  of  Benjamin  Lan- 
dis  (deceased),  the  heirs  of  Joseph  Stopp  (deceased), 
Jacob  Yoder,  Daniel  Egner,  Charles  H.  Blank,  John 
Brunner,  and  Thomas  Trumbore.  It  is  further  occu- 
pied by  the  grounds  belonging  to  the  new  United 
Mennonite  meeting-house  and  a  large  part  of  the 
borough  of  Coopersburg. 

About  1736  a  warrant  was  issued  to  Henry  Rum- 
field,  in  pursuance  of  which  there  was  patented  to 
him 'soon  after  a  tract  of  two  hundred  acres,  now 
owned  by  Dr.  H.  T.  Trumbauer,  Charles  Moyer, 
Tilghman  Weaver,  Solomon  Hottle,  Laurentus  Wea- 
ver, and  David  Binder. 

On  Jan.  4, 1737,  a  warrant  was  issued  to  John  Roth- 


rock,  in  pursuance  of  which  there  was  surveyed  to  him 
a  tract  of  one  hundred  and  one  acres.  This  soon  after 
came  into  the  possession  of  Henry  Weber,  who  estab- 
lished his  residence  on  the  site  now  occupied  by  that 
of  Patrick  McCann.  The  tract  is  now  owned  by 
Patrick  McCann,  A.  W.  Reinhard,  and  Nathan 
Weaver. 

On  Jan.  9,  1737,  a  warrant  was  issued  to  Conrad 
Walb,  in  pursuance  of  which  there  was  surveyed  to 
him  a  tract  of  seventy-six  and  three-quarters  acres. 
This  descended  to  his  children,  two  of  whom  sold 
their  interest  in  it  to  Philip  Geissinger,  who,  with 
Jacob  Walb,  Andrew  Walb,  and  Barbara  Walb,  ap- 
plied for  a  patent  for  the  same,  which  was  granted 
April  24,  1758.  The  original  homestead  on  this  tract 
was  erected  by  Conrad  Walb,  on  the  site  now  occu- 
pied by  the  tenant-house  on  the  farm  of  Ephraim 
Geissinger.  About  ten  acres  of  this  tract  are  occupied 
by  the  Blue  Church,  its  grounds  and  the  adjoining 
cemeteries.  The  balance  of  the  tract  has  remained  in 
the  Geissinger  family  ever  since,  and  is  now  owned  by 
Ephraim  Geissinger. 

On  Sept.  27,  1737,  and  at  various  times  thereafter, 
warrants  were  issued  to  Valentine  Young,  in  pursu- 
ance of  which  there  were  patented  to  him  three  tracts, 
amounting  to  two  hundred  and  eighteen  and  three- 
quarters  acres,  now  owned  by  Jacob  Young,  Patrick 
McCann,  O.  W.  Markle,  and  the  estate  of  Moses  Gan- 
gaware  (deceased),  Charles  Gangaware  (deceased),  and 
George  Henn  (deceased). 

About  1737,  George  Morsteller  had  issued  to  him  a 
warrant,  in  pursuance  of  which  there  was  patented  to 
him,  March  25,  1740,  a  tract  of  two  hundred  acres, 
now  the  property  of  Daniel  Dubbs,  Daniel  Egner, 
Benjamin  Eothrock,  Thomas  Shaffer,  and  Mrs.  Mah- 
lon  Huber.  The  tract  is  further  occupied  by  the  vil- 
lage of  Locust  Valley. 

About  1737,  and  at  various  times  thereafter,  war- 
rants were  issued  to  John  Tool,  in  pursuance  of  which 
there  were  patented  to  him  about  1757  several  ad- 
joining tracts,  amounting  to  three  hundred  and  sev- 
enty acres.  He  established  his  residence  on  the  site 
of  that  now  occupied  by  Absalom  Miller.  The  tract 
is  now  owned  by  Absalom  Miller,  Charles  Wittman, 
Wainfield  Stephens,  William  Rothrock,  J.  Owen 
Reinhard,  Abraham  Blank,  Thomas  Berkenstock,  and 
Mrs.  Dillig. 

On  Feb.  20,  1738,  and  at  various  times  thereafter, 
warrants  were  issued  to  Valentine  Steinmetz,  in  pur- 
suance of  which  there  were  patented  to  him,  Feb.  9, 
1760,  and  at  various  times  thereafter,  four  adjoining 
tracts,  amounting  to  three  hundred  and  thirteen  and 
three-quarters  acres.  He  established  his  residence  on 
the'  site  of  that  now  occupied  by  John  H.  Laubach. 
The  tract  is  now  owned  by  John  H.  Laubach,  John 
G.  Blank,  Gideon  Ritter,  Abraham  Blank,  and  Jacob 
Blank. 

On  Feb.  20,  1738,  a  warrant  was  issued  to  Michael 
Weaver,  in  pursuance  of  which  there  was  patented 
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to  him,  Nov.  11,  1741,  a  tract  of  one  hundred  and 
twenty-five  and  a  quarter  acres,  now  owned  by  the 
heirs  of  Solomon  Hartman,  deceased. 

On  June  26, 1738,  a  warrant  was  issued  to  Benedict 
Caman  (Gehman)  for  one  hundred  acres  of  land ;  but 
he  not  complying  with  its  terms  it  became  void,  when 
another  was  issued  to  Balthauser  Beil  for  one-half  of 
it,  and  one  to  Samuel  Newcomer  for  the  balance  and 
an  adjoining  tract  of  twenty-five  acres.  These  were 
patented  to  them  March  22, 1743.  Biel's  tract  is  now 
owned  by  William  P.  Weidner  and  the  heirs  of 
Daniel  Buchecker  (deceased),  and  Newcomer's  by 
Amos  Mory,  Francis  Bernd,  and  Monroe  D.  Weier- 
bach. 

On  July  28,  1738,  a  warrant  was  issued  to  John 
Apple,  in  pursuance  of  which  there  was  patented  to 
him  thereafter  a  tract  of  three  hundred  acres,  now 
owned  by  the  heirs  of  Nathan  Grim  (deceased). 

On  Sept.  13,  1738,  a  warrant  was  issued  to  Richard 
Thomas  for  three  hundred  acres  of  land ;  but  he  not 
complying  with  its  terms  it  became  void,  and  on  Jan. 
2,  1741,  another  warrant  issued  to  John  Blackledge, 
alias  Blockley,  for  the  same  tract  and  an  adjoining 
one, — the  two,  upon  being  surveyed,  amounting  to 
three  hundred  and  sixty  acres.  These  were  patented 
to  Blackledge  Feb.  22,  1748.  The  first  residence  on 
the  tract  stood  on  the  site  of  the  mansion-house  on 
the  farm  of  the  late  Andrew  Wint.  The  tract  is  now 
owned  by  Charles  T.  Yeager,  Ambrose  W.  Reinhard, 
Abner  Mory,  Abraham  Yoder,  Charles  Koons,  Samuel 
Kauffman,  Edwin  Erney,  Mrs.  Blank,  Robert  Ohl,  and 
J.  Trenkler.  The  two  latter  and  the  Centre  Valley 
school-house  are  on  the  smaller  tract. 

On  Oct.  4,  1738,  a  warrant  was  issued  to  Joseph 
Samuels  for  a  tract  of  ninety-two  and  a  half  acres, 
adjoining  Nos.  2  and  3  of  the  tracts  purchased  by 
him  from  the  heirs  of  Haynes ;  but  he  not  complying 
with  the  terms  of  his  warrant  it  became  void,  and 
another  was  issued  to  Henry  Brunner,  Nov.  23,  1747, 
in  pursuance  of  which  the  tract  was  patented  to  him 
May  22,  1761.  It  is  now  embraced  in  the  farms  of 
David  Horlocher,  Newberry  Ulmer,  and  Peter  M.  Sell. 

On  Oct.  27,  1738,  a  warrant  was  issued  to  Owen 
Owen,  by  virtue  of  which  there  was  patented,  Dec.  13, 
1769,  to  his  son,  David  Owen,  a  tract  of  forty-five  and 
a  half  acres,  designated  as  "  Patience,"  and  adjoining 
No.  1  of  the  Haynes  tracts,  "heretofore  referred  to  as 
having  been  purchased  by  him  of  Joseph  Samuels." 
The  tract  is  now  included  in  the  farms  of  Jacob  M. 
Erdman,  Abraham  Heller  (deceased),  Charles  H. 
Erdman,  Peter  Hottel,  and  J.  Adam  Egner. 

About  1738  a  warrant  was  issued  to  John  Yoder,  in 
pursuance  of  which  there  was  patented  to  him  soon 
after  a  tract  of  sixteen  and  a  half  acres,  now  owned 
by  Jacob  Yoder,  Charles  Gehman,  Henry  B.  Slifer, 
the  heirs  of  David  Slifer  (deceased),  and  the  heirs  of 
Charles  Amey  (deceased).  It  is  further  occupied  by 
the  grounds  belonging  to  the  Mennonite  meeting- 
house, nearCoopersburg. 


On  June  8,  1739,  a  warrant  was  issued  to  George 
Strahan  for  one  hundred  and  thirty-five  acres,  which 
seem  to  have  been  confirmed  by  patent  to  Peter  Hille- 
gass,  some  time  thereafter.  The  tract  is  now  owned 
by  Peter  M.  Landis,  Reuben  Mohr,  and  Jacob  Mann. 

On  Aug.  11, 1739,  warrants  were  issued  to  John  Pugh 
for  three  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  land,  one  tract  of 
one  hundred  and  sixteen  acres,  and  another  of  thirty- 
four  acres,  which  were  patented  to  Abraham  Dana- 
hower,  Dec.  20, 1753.  The  one-hundred-and-sixteen- 
acre  tract  is  now  owned  by  the  heirs  of  Abraham  Heller 
(deceased),  Ephraim  Weaver,  and  James  Giess;  the 
thirty-four-acre  tract  by  James  Giess  and  J.  Adam 
Egner.  The  remaining  two  hundred  acres,  desig- 
nated as  "  Hickory  Dale,"  were  patented  to  John 
Bitz,  afias  Pitz,  Sept.  9,  1811,  and  are  now  owned  by 
Harrison  Dubbs,  Peter  Trexler,  Edward  Bitting,  J. 
Adam  Egner,  James  Giess,  Charles  R.  Weaver, 
Wendle  Simon,  Manasses  Rice,  and  John  Youndt. 

On  Nov.  7,  1739,  a  warrant  was  issued  to  Henry 
Weber,  in  pursuance  of  which  there  was  confirmed 
to  him  by  patent,  Sept.  1],  1759,  a  tract  of  fifty  and 
one-half  acres,  now  owned  by  Charles  Reichard  and 
Nathan  Weaver. 

On  Jan.  21,  1740,  a  warrant  was  issued  to  William 
Mory,  in  pursuance  of  which  there  was  patented  to 
him,  Feb.  14,  1744,  a  tract  of  fifty  acres,  now  owned 
by  Peter  Wittman. 

About  1740,  Carl  Lutwich  Keiper  first  occupied  a 
tract  of  about  two  hundred  acres,  now  owned  by 
Isaac  Neimeyer,  Joshua  Horlocher,  Jesse  Weiss, 
Andrew  Walter,  and  G.  W.  Brinker. 

About  1740  a  warrant  was  issued  to  John  Thomas 
for  two  hundred  acres,  now  owned  by  the  heirs  of 
Isaac  Mast  (deceased),  Zebulon  Stephens,  Peter  M. 
Sell,  and  Isaac  Zeiner. 

In  1740,  Tobias  Bahl  first  occupied  a  tract  of  three 
hundred  acres,  now  owned  by  Philip  Bahl,  Jesse 
Jacoby,  Gernet  &  Brother,  Thomas  Iron  Company, 
and  the  heirs  of  William  Weirbach. 

On  April  1,  1741,  a  warrant  was  issued  to  Owen 
Owen,  by  virtue  of  -which  there  was  surveyed  to  his 
son,  Thomas  Owen,  a  tract  of  ninety  acres.  This  was 
conveyed  by  him  to  Christopher  Hansel,  to  whom  it 
was  patented  Nov.  19,  1759.  The  tract  is  now  owned 
by  Charles  B.  Egner,  Owen  Bitting,  Monroe  Rein- 
bold,  Mrs.  Charles  Kidd,  John  Trexler,  and  Edwin 
Bitting. 

On  April  1,1741,  a  warrant  was  issued  to  Christian 
Menier  for  one  hundred  and  thirty-seven  acres;  but 
he  not  complying  with  its  terms  it  became  void,  and 
another  issued  to  William  Mory,  March  29,  1743,  for 
the  same  tract.  It  was  confirmed  to  him  by  patent 
Feb.  14,  1744,  and  is  now  owned  by  William  Roth- 
rock  and  the  heirs  of  Solomon  Mory  (deceased).  The 
first  residence  on  this  tract  was  erected  by  Menier,  on 
the  site  of  the  mansion-house  on  the  farm  of  the  late 
Solomon  Mory.  The  greater  part  of  the  tract  has  been 
held  by  the  Mory  family  since  the  date  of  its  patent. 
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On  May  9,  1741,  a  warrant  was  issued  to  William 
Murry  for  a  tract  of  thirty  acres ;  this  was  confirmed 
to  him  by  patent  Feb.  14,  1711,  and  is  now  embraced 
in  the  farm  of  William  Eothrock. 

On  Oct.  19,  1741,  a  warrant  was  issued  to  Samuel 
Newcomer,  in  pursuance  of  which  there  was  patented 
to  him,  March  22,  1743,  a  tract  of  forty-nine  acres, 
now  owned  by  Charles  T.  Yeager  and  Abraham 
Diehl. 

On  Jan.  lO,  1742,  and  at  various  times  thereafter, 
warrants  were  issued  to  Samuel  Everard  Kop,  Peter 
Marsteller,  and  Philip  Geissinger,  in  pursuance  of 
which  there  were  surveyed  to  Kop  one  tract  of  one 
hundred  and  thirty-four  and  three-quarters  acres  and 
another  of  thirty -six  acres,  to  Marsteller  one  of  ninety 
and  three-quarters  acres,  and  to  Geissinger  one  of 
twenty-two  and  a  half  acres ;  but  Kop  and  Marstel- 
ler failing  to  comply  with  the  terms  of  their  warrants 
they  became  void,  when  another  warrant  was  issued 
to  Geissinger  for  the  four  tracts,  amounting  to  two 
hundred  and  eighty-four  acres  ;  these  were  confirmed 
to  him  by  patent  Sept.  14,  1750,  and  are  now  owned 
by  Cornelius  Weierbach,  Ephraim  Groman,  Addi- 
son Groman,  Elias  Shaffer,  John  Walter,  Charles 
Walter,  Jacob  Seidel,  Adam  Brinker,  John  Youndt, 
and  Isaac  Person.  The  first  dwelling  on  this  tract 
was  erected  by  Samuel  Everard  Kop,  on  the  site  of 
the  present  residence  of  Cornelius  Weierbach. 

On  Feb.  14, 1742,  a  warrant  was  issued  to  Christian 
Einker,  in  pursuance  of  which  there  was  surveyed  to 
him  soon  after  a  tract  of  two  hundred  acres,  now 
owned  by  Sylvanus  Fry,  Benjamin  Eisenhard,  Addi- 
son Koch,  and  Abraham  Yoder. 

On  Feb.  25,  1742,  a  warrant  was  issued  to  Bal- 
thauser  Beil,  in  pursuance  of  which  there  was  pat- 
ented to  him,  Nov.  29,  1758,  a  tract  of  fifty-five  and 
three-quarters  acres,  now  owned  by  Jessiah  Klein, 
Aaron  Reinhard,  Israel  Walter,  and  Charles  Mum- 
bauer. 

On  June  3,  1742,  a  warrant  was  issued  to  Thomas 
Jlayberry,  in  pursuance  of  which  there  was  patented 
to  him,  December  28th  of  the  same  year,  a  tract  of 
two  hundred  and  eight  and  a  half  acres.  The  first 
residence  on  this  tract  stood  on  the  site  now  occupied 
by  the  residence  of  William  D.  Dillinger,  but  whether 
erected  by  Mayberry  or  Adam  Warner,  "  who  seems 
to  have  had  some  title  to  the  land  at  some  time  prior 
to  Mayberry's  occupancy  of  it,"  cannot  now  be  ascer- 
tained. The  tract  is  now  owned  by  William  D.  Dil- 
linger, Joseph  Wittman,  Mrs.  John  A.  Beck,  Harri- 
son Dubbs,  Mrs.  Jacob  Bowman,  David  Fink,  Charles 
T.  Ott,  Charles  N.  Bitting,  Thomas  K.  Ott,  and 
Thomas  Shaffer.  It  is  further  occupied  by  the  village 
of  Limeport. 

On  June  22,  1742,  a  warrant  was  issued  to  Rev. 
John  Justus  Jacob  Berkenstock,  in  pursuance  of 
which  there  was  patented  to  his  son-in-law,  Peter 
Fuchs  March  1,  1775,  a  tract  designated  as  "Fox- 
craft  "  and  containing  one  hundred  and  ten  and  three- 


quarters  acres.  Berkenstock  established  his  residence 
near  the  site  of  the  present  residence  of  Peter  B.  Sell. 
The  tract  is  now  owned  by  Peter  B.  Sell,  Jacob 
Greenawalt,  and  Jordan  &  Brother. 

About  1742  a  warrant  was  issued  to  David  Owen, 
by  virtue  of  which  there  was  surveyed  to  him  soon 
after  a  tract  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres,  now 
owned  by  the  heirs  of  Hon.  Jacob  Erdman,  deceased. 
About  1742  a  warrant  was  issued  to  George  Bachman, 
in  pursuance  of  which  there  was  surveyed  to  him  a 
tract  of  forty  acres,  now  owned  by  Thomas  Brunner, 
Elias  Shaffer,  and  Charles  Moyer. 

About  1742  a  warrant  was  issued  to  George  Rein- 
hard,  in  pursuance  of  which  there  was  patented  to  him, 
Nov.  10,  1762,  a  tract  of  one  hundred  and  sixty-two 
acres,  now  owned  by  Jacob  H.  Solliday,  William  H. 
Snyder,  and  Ephraim  Geissinger. 

On  Feb.  22, 1743,  a  warrant  was  issued  to  John  Miller 
for  a  tract  of  seventy -one  acres,  but  for  some  reason  the 
tract  was  patented  to  John  Yoder,  Dec.  22,  1764.  It 
is  now  owned  by  Henry  Hoffman,  Jacob  Landis,  and 
Milton  Landis. 

On  Jan.  24,  1744,  and  at  various  times  thereafter, 
warrants  were  issued  to  Philip  Trapp  for  several  tracts 
of  land,  amounting  to  two  hundred  and  ten  acres. 
These  were  confirmed  to  him  by  patent,  Dec.  14, 1762. 
Two  of  these  tracts  form  the  site  of  the  village  of 
Friedensville  from  the  hotel  to  the  Temperance  Hall ; 
the  third  tract  is  situated  on  the  Lehigh  Mountain  and 
yet  remains  woodland. 

About  1744  a  warrant  was  issued  to  Andrew  Wint 
for  a  tract  of  ninety-eight  acres,  which  was  confirmed 
to  him  by  patent  March  25,  1745.  It  is  now  the  site 
of  the  village  of  Centre  Valley. 

About  1745,  Balthausar  Beil  first  occupied  a  tract 
of  about  thirty-two  acres,  now  the  property  of  Samuel 
Smith. 

About  1745,  Peter  Marsteller  drew  a  warrant  in 
pursuance  of  which  there  was  surveyed  to  him  soon 
after  a  tract  of  eighty-six  acres,  now  owned  by  James 
Giess,  O.  S.  Reinhard,  and  Francis  Brinker. 

On  Feb.  3,  1746,  a  warrant  was  issued  to  William 
Pitz,  in  pursuance  of  which  there  was  patented  to 
his  son,  Henry  Pitz,  May  2,  1788,  a  tract  of  one  hun- 
dred and  nineteen  and  a  half  acres,  designated  as 
"  Pitzburg,"  now  owned  by  James  Reinhard,  George 
Brinker,  Peter  M.  Sell,  Daniel  IMory,  and  Ephraim 
Geissinger. 

On  May  14,  1746,  a  warrant  was  issued  to  Henry 
Cressman  for  a  tract  of  sixty-nine  and  a  quarter  acres, 
now  the  property  of  Edwin  Gangaware. 

On  Oct.  13,  1746,  and  at  various  times  thereafter, 
warrants  were  issued  to  Peter  Messemer  and  Jacob 
Lodwig  for  several  adjoining  tracts,  amounting  to 
two  hundred  and  twenty-two  acres,  their  interest  in 
all  of  which  they  conveyed  to  Andrew  Wint,  to  whom 
it  was  confirmed  by  patent  June  2,  1763.  The  lands 
are  now  owned  by  Isaac  Hartman  and  Henry  B. 
Person. 
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About  1747,  Erasmus  Boschius  first  occupied  a 
tract  of  twenty  acres,  now  the  site  of  that  part  of  the 
village  of  Friedensville  lying  south  of  the  hotel. 

On  Dec.  9,  1748,  a  warrant  issued  to  Jacob  Zewitz 
for  a  tract  of  one  hundred  acres,  now  owned  by  Philip 
Gangaware,  H.  Eisenhard,  and  Adam  Dimmig. 

About  1748,  Frederick  Derfinger  first  occupied  a 
tract  of  one  hundred  and  eighty  acres,  patented  April 
12,  1788,  to  Daniel  Smith,  and  now  owned  by  Eev. 
A.  E.  Erdman,  the  heirs  of  Henry  Erdman,  Sr.,  de- 
ceased, and  the  heirs  of  Abraham  Heller,  deceased. 
About  forty  acres  of  this  tract  fall  into  Upper  Milford. 

On  Feb.  10,  1749,  warrants  were  issued  to  David 
Owen,  in  pursuance  of  which  there  was  patented  to 
him  Dec.  13,  1769,  one  tract  of  sixty-four  and  a  half 
acres,  designated  as  "  Perplexity,"  now  owned  by  J.  F. 
Matts,  C.  B.  Kemmerer,  and  the  heirs  of  Abraham 
Heller,  deceased.  Another  tract  of  forty-nine  acres 
is  now  owned  by  Peter  Hottle  and  Solomon  B.  Kein- 
hard. 

On  March  2,  1749,  a  warrant  was  issued  to  John 
Elfree  for  a  tract  the  extent  of  which  cannot  now  be 
ascertained,  but  in  pursuance  of  which  a  tract  of 
fifty-eight  acres,  designated  as  "  Duttsburg,"  was  pat- 
ented to  George  Dutt,  Nov.  23, 1789.  It  is  now  owned 
by  John  Christ,  George  Walter,  and  Sares  Bachman. 

On  July  20,  1749,  a  warrant  was  issued  to  John 
Koehler,  in  pursuance  of  which  there  was  patented 
to  him,  Jan.  12,  1760,  a  tract  of  one  hundred  and 
forty  acres,  now  owned  by  Jacob  Reinbold,  Charles 
Shuler,  Sebastian  Wolf,  George  Walter,  Ambrose 
Trumbauer,  and  Charles  Daubert. 

On  Dec.  21,  1749,  and  at  various  times  thereafter, 
warrants  were  issued  to  Anthony  Boehm  in  pursuance 
of  which  there  were  patented  to  him,  Nov.  13,  1762, 
three  tracts  amounting  to  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
six  and  a  half  acres,  now  owned  by  the  heirs  of 
Solomon  Hartman,  deceased,  and  David  Hartman. 

On  May  21,  1750,  a  warrant  was  issued  to  Jacob 
Bachman,  in  pursuance  of  which  there  was  patented 
to  Philip  Sharry,  Feb.  11,  1794,  a  tract  of  seventy-one 
and  one-fourth  acres,  designated  as  "  Philipsburg," 
now  owned  by  Henry  Wieder. 

On  Aug.  7,  1750,  a  warrant  was  issued  to  Valentine 
Sherrer,  in  pursuance  of  which  there  was  patented  to 
Conrad  Miller,  Jan.  24, 1809,  a  tract  of  fifty-nine  and 
a  half  acres,  designated  as  "  Millerstown,"  now  owned 
by  the  heirs  of  Peter  Shaffer,  deceased. 

About  1750,  Frederick  Gardner  first  occupied  a 
tract  of  unknown  extent,  but  the  lands  of  Absalom 
Sell  and  Philip  Meitzler  are  known  to  be  a  part  of 
the  tract. 

On  May  10,  1752,  a  warrant  was  issued  to  Thomas 
Owen,  in  pursuance  of  which  there  was  patented  to 
Mathias  Egner,  Jan.  25,  1790,  a  tract  of  thirty-nine 
acres,  designated  as  "  Gaul,"  now  owned  by  Owen 
Bitting,  Lavinus  Bitting,  Amandas  Erney,  and  F.  T. 
Jobst. 

On  Nov.  10,  1752,  a  warrant  was  issued  to  Thomas 


Owen,  in  pursuance  of  which  there  was  patented  to 
Mathias  Egner,  April  11,  1789,  a  tract  of  eighty-five 
acres,  now  owned  by  Charles  H.  Erdman,  Edwin 
Bitting,  and  John  J.  Trexler. 

On  Jan.  4, 1754,  a  warrant  was  issued  to  John  New- 
comer, in  pursuance  of  which  there  was  patented  to 
him,  June  6, 1755,  a  tract  of  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
six  and  one-half  acres,  now  owned  by  Joseph  Kratzer, 
Charles  T.  Yeager,  and  Herman  Yeager. 

On  March  16,  1754,  a  warrant  was  issued  to  Bal- 
thauser  Beil,  in  pursuance  of  which  there  was  con- 
firmed to  him  by  patent,  May  25,  1765,  a  tract  of 
forty-two  acres,  now  owned  by  Charles  T.  Yeager. 

For  the  following  tracts  no  dates  can  be  given  : 

Matheis  Otto  first  occupied  a  tract  of  about  one 
hundred  and  twenty-five  acres,  which  now  forms  the 
site  of  that  part  of  the  village  of  Friedensville  lying 
north  of  the  Temperance  Hall. 

Jacob  Gongwer  first  occupied  a  tract  of  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  acres,  now  owned  by  Jacob  Gangaware 
and  the  Thomas  Iron  Company. 

Ludwig  Bush  first  occupied  a  tract  of  thirty-four 
acres,  now  owned  by  Jacob  Young  and  Peter  Young. 

Adam  Kurtz  was  the  original  owner  of  a  tract  of 
one  hundred  and  fifty-eight  and  one-half  acres,  of 
which  the  lands  of  Thomas  B.  and  Joel  B.  Weber 
are  a  part.  ^ 

John  Philip  Flexer  first  occupied  a  tract,  of  un- 
known extent,  of  which  the  lands  of  Hiram  S.  Eisen- 
hart  are  known  to  be  a  part. 

John  Eothrock  first  occupied  a  tract  of  one  hundred 
and  thirty  acres,  now  owned  by  the  heirs  of  Phaon 
Albright  (deceased),  Jesse  Jacoby,  and  John  Adams; 
a  part  of  it  was  lately  owned  by  Jonathan  Koch. 

John  Tool  drew  a  warrant  for  a  tract  of  one  hun- 
dred acres,  now  owned  by  J.  O.  Knauss,  William 
Hohe,  William  Fink,  and  the  heirs  of  Levi  Miller, 
deceased ;  a  part  of  the  tract  falls  in  Salisbury. 

John  Adam  Stout  first  occupied  a  tract  of  eighty- 
five  acres,  now  owned  by  John  Eichelberger,  L.  M. 
Engelman,  Enos  Eeichenbach,  and  John  Arnold. 

George  Bachman  drew  the  warrant  for  a  tract  of 
thirty-eight  acres,  now  owned  by  Milton  Cooper, 
Charles  Shaffer,  and  Aaron  N.  Laros. 

Cornelius  Crump  first  occupied  a  tract  of  seventy- 
seven  acres,  now  owned  by  Milton  Cooper  and  George 
Fabian. 

Christian  Fry  first  occupied  a  tract  of  one  hundi-ed 
and  three  acres,  the  greater  part  of  which  is  now 
owened  by  Milton  K.  Landis. 

Coopersburg  Station  and  the  lands  of  Peter  Graybill 
occupy  a  part  of  a  tract  of  one  hundred  and  seventy- 
five  acres,  originally  owned  by  John  Yoder;  about 
half  of  the  tract  falls  in  Bucks  County. 

The  accompanying  map  shows  how  the  territory  of 
Upper  Saucon  township  was  originally  subdivided 
into  tracts. 

Warrants  were  issued  for  the  respective  tracts  (as 
indicated  by  the  numbers)  to  the  following-named 
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settlers ;  the  dates  of  the  warrants  and  area  of  tracts, 
as  far  as  can  be  ascertained,  are  given  in  the  history, 
and  are  therefore  not  repeated  here : 


In  order  to  enable  the  reader  more  readily  to  deter- 
mine the  location  of  tracts,  places  now  prominent  are 
indicated  on  the  map  thus : 


1.  Jolm  Koehler.                               j 

73.  Jacob  Lodwig. 

2.  John  Elfiee. 

74.  Balthauser  Boil. 

3.  Frederick  Gardener. 

76.  Peter  Messemer. 

4.  Frederick  Derfinger. 

76.  Henry  Weaver. 

5.  Owen  Owen. 

77.  Henry  "NVeaver. 

6.  Thomas  Mayberry. 

78.  Henry  Weaver. 

7.  Valentine  Sherrer. 

79.  Francis  Hartman. 

S.  Samuel  Everard  Kop.                    | 

80.  Anthony  Boehm. 

9.  Carl  Ludwig  Keiper.                        Nl.  Henry  Geissinger. 

10.  Peter  Mosteller. 

82.  Anthony  Boehm. 

11.  George  Bachman. 

83.  Anthony  Boehm. 

12.  Henry  Humfeld. 

84.  Anthony  Boehm. 

13.  George  Bastian. 

85.  Michael  Weaver, 

14.  George  Hosteller. 

86.  Henry  Weaver. 

15.  Jacob  Kebler. 

87.  Henry  Weaver. 

16.  Thomas  Owen.                                  ss.  Henry  Weaver. 

17.  Thomas  Owen.                              i    89.  Valentine  Young. 

18.  Thomas  Owen.                              1    90.  John  Bothrock. 

19.  Owen  Owen.                                  |    91.  Ludwig  Bush. 

20.  John  Pugh.                                          92.  Richard  Thomas. 

21.  Philip  Geissinger.                           1     93.  Andrew  Wint. 

22.  SanDuel  E.  Kop.                                   94.  Casper  Wistar. 

23.  George  Bachman.                             9,5.  George  Bachman. 

24.  Jacob  Bachman.                               96.  John  Adam  Stout. 

25.  Owen  Owen.                                  ,    97.  George  Bachman. 

26.  Kiohard  Haynes'  heirs.                I    98.  Cornelius  Crump. 

27.  Owen  Owen.                                      99.  George  Bechtel. 

28.  John  Pugh.                                        100.  Jacob  Weaver. 

29.  Henry  Keiber.                              i  101.  Andrew  Geissinger. 

30.  John  Pugh.                                   j  102.  Mattis  Otto. 

31.  John  Thomas.                                  1  103.  Philip  Trapp. 

32.  Peter  Mosteller.                              '  104.  Philip  Trapp. 

33.  William  Pittz.                                 105.  Emsmus  BoschiuB. 

34.  George  Bachman.                         .  106.  Valentine  Touog. 

35.  George  Reinhard.                           107.  Christian  Fox. 

36.  Balthauser  Beil.                              1  108.  Valentine  Toung. 

37.  John  Justus  J.  Berkenstock.       |  109.  Bastian  Nave. 

38.  William  Allen.                              '■  HO.  Melchior  Baer. 

39.  George  Bachman.                         1  HI.  John  Apple. 

40.  Christian  Newcomer.                    1  112.  John  Apple. 

41.  Valentine  Steinmetz.                   1  113.  Henry  Cressman. 

42.  Kicherd  Haynes'  heirs.                |  114.  George  Strahan. 

43.  Joseph  Samuels.                           1  115.  Christian  Binker. 

44.  John  Bnrk.                                   I  116.  Adam  Romich. 

45.  David  Owen. 

117.  John  Toder. 

46.  John  Tool. 

118.  William  Allen. 

47.  John  Tool. 

119.  John  Toder. 

48.  John  Tool. 

120.  Tobias  Paul. 

49.  John  Tool. 

121.  Tobias  Paul. 

50.  William  Murry. 

122.  John  Rothrock. 

51. 

123.  Peter  Bower. 

52.  Adam  Romich. 

124.  John  Rothrock. 

53.  Christian  Menier. 

125.  Jacob  Zewitz. 

64.  William  Murry. 

126.  Jacob  Landis. 

55.  William  Murry. 

127.  Jacob  Gangaware. 

66.  Balthauser  Beil. 

128.  Jacob  Gangaware. 

57.  Henry  Bachman. 

129.  Michael  Flexer. 

68.  Benedict  Caman. 

130.  Adam  Kurtz. 

69.  Henry  Bachman. 

131.  Jacob  Weaver. 

60.  Richard  Thomas. 

132.  Henry  Rinker. 

61.  Peter  Rheinhardt. 

133. 

62.  Lutheran  Congregation  of  Up- 

134. Daniel  Kiever. 

per  Saucon. 

136.  John  Miller. 

63.  William  Shaffer. 

136.  Peter  Mosteller. 

64.  William  Murry. 

137.  Christian  Fry. 

65.  Jacob  Lodwig. 

138.  Christian  Smith. 

66.  Balthauser  Beil. 

139.  Adam  Eomioh. 

67.  Samuel  Newcomer. 

140.  Conrad  Walb. 

68.  Samuel  Newcomer. 

141.  John  Apple. 

69.  John  Newcomer. 

142.  Leonard  Boydelman 

70.  Balthauser  Beil. 

143.  Jacob  Bachman. 

71.  Jacob  Lodwig. 

144.  Peter  Cortz. 

72.  Peter  Messemer. 

146.  George  Zewitz. 

a 

Oolesville. 

I. 

Locust  Valley. 

h. 

Hartman's  School-House. 

m 

Coopersburg  Hall. 

c. 

Friedeusville  Church. 

„ 

Coopersburg  Station. 

d. 

Heller's  Tavern. 

u 

Voder's  School-House. 

e. 

Lanark. 

V 

Mennonite  Meoting-HoUBe. 

/. 

Cross-roads  at  Thomas  Egner's. 

fl- 

Centre  Valley  Hotel. 

ff. 

Solder's  School-House. 

r 

Centre  Valley  Station. 

h. 

Dillinger's  School-House. 

8 

Centre  Valley  School-House 

i. 

Limeport. 

t 

Roth's  School-House. 

.h 

Cross-roads   at   Andrew    Wal- 

u 

Spring  Valley. 

ter's. 

,: 

Franklin  School-House. 

k. 

Blue  Church. 

The  Germans  seem  to  have  found  the  new  country 
more  congenial  than  their  English  brethren,  for  the 
descendants  of  the  Geissingers,  the  Yoders,  the  Geh- 
mans,  the  Newcomers,  the  Eeinhards,  the  Morys, 
the  Wints,  the  Gongwers,  the  Webers,  the  Morstel- 
lers,  the  Egners,  the  Berkenatocks,  the  Eothrocks, 
and  the  Rumfelds  are  still  here,  while  the  Owens,  the 
Samuels,  the  Mayberrys,  the  Warners,  the  Pughs, 
the  Blackledges,  the  Thomases,  the  Williamses,  and 
the  Tools  have  all  passed  away  without  leaving  a 
single  descendant  bearing  their  names  in  the  town- 
ship. 

Organization. — Saucon  was  erected  into  a  town- 
ship in  March,  1743,  upon  the  petition  of  Christian 
Newcomer,  Philip  Geissinger,  George  Zewitz,  Henry 
Einker,  John  Yoder,  John  Eeeser,  Christian  Smith, 
Henry  Bowman,  Samuel  Newcomer,  Benedict  Geh- 
man,  Valentine  Steinmetz,  Henry  Rinker,  Jr.,  George 
Trohn,  Adam  Warner,  Owen  Owen,  Thomas  Owen, 
John  Williams,  John   Tool,  John   Thomas,  Joseph 
Samuels,  Isaac   Samuels,  William  Murry,'  Michael 
Weber,  John  Apple,  Jacob  Gongwer,^  Henry  Keiber, 
George   Bachman,   George   Morsteller,'  and   Henry 
Eumfeld.*    Whether  the  two  Saucons  were  originally 
erected  into  one  or  two  townships  does  not  seem  pos- 
sible to  determine,,  but  as  constables  and  supervisors 
were  appointed  in  1743  for  both  Upper  and  Lower 
Saucon,  and  as  there  was  among  the  petitioners  but 
one  who  is   not  known  to  have  resided  within  the 
limits  of  Upper  Saucon,  it  is  probable  that  it  was 
erected  into  a  township  by  itself,  though  other  cir- 
cumstances would  seem  to   indicate  the  erection  of 
but  one  township  out  of  the  whole  territory.     It  is 
possible  too,  "  taking  all  the  circumstances  into  con- 
sideration," that  while  the  settlers  of  Upper  Saucon 
desired  to  be  erected   into   a  township  with  Lower 
Saucon,  those  of  the  latter  preferred  a  separate  or- 
ganization, and  therefore  refused  to  sign  the  petition. 
But  however  this  may  be,  each  of  the  two  divisions 
had  assumed  a  separate  organization  prior  to  1750, 
and  Upper  Saucon  then  had  an  area  somewhat  ex- 
ceeding fourteen  thousand  acres,  outlined  thus   (the 


1  Now  Mory. 

8  Now  Marstellar. 


2  Now  Gangaware. 
*  Now  Rumtield. 
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dotted  line  representing  the  southeastern  boundary 
of  the  township)  : 
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Its  territory  was  reduced  in  extent  on  two  occasions 
since  that  time,  first  in  1752,  when  its  southern  pro- 
jection was  cut  off  to  straighten  the  line  dividing  the 
two  counties,  and  again  in  1879,  when  the  borough  of 
Coopersburg  was  erected  out  of  a  part  of  it.  It  was 
enlarged  in  1839,  when  its  northwestern  boundary 
was  removed  from  the  foot  to  the  top  of  the  Lehigh 
Mountain.  It  now  contains  23.8  square  miles,  or  an 
area  of  fifteen  thousand  two  hundred  and  thirty-two 
acres,  inclusive  of  Coopersburg. 

Our  history  thus  far  has  served  to  inform  our 
readers  as  to  the  names  borne  by  the  pioneer  settlers 
of  the  township,  and  in  order  to  inform  them  as  to 
who  followed  these,  or  were  added  to  their  number 
after  the  expiration  of  what  might  be  termed  the 
experimental  era,  we  will  introduce  a  few  tax-lists. 


DECEMBER  27,  1781. 


William  Beil. 
Conrad  Brinker. 
Baltzer  Buchecker. 
Philip  Buchecker. 
John  Bieber. 
John  Bachman. 
Philip  Bahl. 
Andrew  Biunner, 
Jacob  Bittenbender. 
Mathiae  Derr. 
Charles  Derr. 

Hottenstein. 

Mathias  Egner. 
Andrew  Erdman. 
Jacob  Eshelman. 
John  Einhard. 
George  Erdman. 
Michael  Flixer. 
Peter  Fuchs. 
William  Grothouee. 
Philip  Geiasinger. 
Conrad  Giess. 
Henry  Geiseinger. 
Abraham  Geissinger. 
John  GeisBinger. 
Jacob  Gangware. 
Frederick  Huff. 
John  Holdeman. 
Esther  Hall. 
Daniel  Horlocher. 
Francia  Hartman. 
Michael  Hillegass. 
Chriatopher  Jason. 
Valentine  Jager. 
Adam  Kuper, 
Melchoir  Kneplj. 


George  Kun. 
Peter  Kneply. 
Charles  Ludwig  Koch. 
Jacob  Keply. 
Adam  Kortz. 
Kicholaa  Kortz. 
John  Koch. 
John  Kooken. 
Jacob  Kappera. 
Daniel  Kooper. 
Michael  Ludhap. 
Peter  Laubeustein. 
Peter  Lynn. 
Felix  Lynn. 
John  Lister. 
Samuel  Lister. 
Peter  Sleyer. 
Jacob  Mory. 
Gotthard  Mory. 
Jacob  Meyer. 
Jacob  Molloch. 
William  Mory. 
Widow  Musaelman. 
William  Mory. 
John  Newcomer. 
John  Newcomer, 
David  Owen. 
David  Owen,  Jr. 
Thomaa  Owen. 
David  Reeaer. 
Casper  Rumfield. 
George  Rumfield. 
Henry  Reiuhard. 
Leonard  Reichard. 
Adam  Romig, 
Jacob  Rumfield. 


.  Jr. 


Bastian  Ruff. 
George  Ruff. 
John  Rumfield. 
John  Shoudt. 
Philip  Sharry. 
George  Shaffer. 
Peter  Shaffer, 
laaac  Samuels, 
Abraham  Seider. 
Gerhard  Seisloff. 
John  Stahl.. 
Peter  Stehr. 
Philip  Siller. 
George  Swenker. 


John  Greter. 
Jonathan  Owen. 
Benedict  Fink. 
George  Bachman. 


Andreas  Erdman. 
Yost  Erdman. 
Andrew  Reinhard. 
Andi'ew  Shaffer. 
Henry  Tonsou. 
John  Buting. 


David  Snyder. 
Henry  Sell. 
Aquilla  Tool. 
Michael  Weaver. 
Adam  G.  Weaver, 
Philip  Wind. 
Ehrhard  Weaver. 
Peter  Wash. 
Henry  Wind. 
Henry  Weaver. 
Simon  Walter. 
Abraham  Toder. 
Christian  Young. 
Michael  Ziegler. 

Additional  Taxables. 

George  Frank. 
Philip  Dotterer. 
Peter  Bush. 
Jacob  Bender. 

Single  Freemen. 

Samnel  Meyer. 
Martin  Apple. 
John  Susloff. 
Peter  Eahelman. 
Peter  Sell. 
Jacob  Meyer. 


Total  tax,  £460  7s.  9d.     Frederick  Huff,  collector. 


ASSESSMENT  FOR  1812. 


Jacob  Arnold. 
John  Apple. 
George  Alshouse. 
Widow  Alshouse. 
Henry  Buchecker. 
John  Bastian. 
Philip  Buchecker,  Jr. 
Philip  Babl. 
Baltzer  Buchecker. 
George  Blank. 
Abraham  Berkenstock. 
George  Brinker. 
Michael  Benuer. 
George  Bachman. 
Conrad  Brinker. 
Tobias  Bahl. 
Jacob  Bahl. 
Widow  Bachman. 
Jacob  Berger. 
David  Bachman. 
Enoch  Bachman. 
George  Brinker. 
George  Buchecker. 
Philip  Buchecker. 
Jacob  Bachman. 
David  Bachman. 
Henry  Buchecker. 
George  Christ. 
Daniel  Cooper. 
Jacob  Dietz. 
Daniel  Derr. 
Jacob  Drenkler. 
John  Drohn. 
Dftvid  Derr. 
Philip  Dotterer. 
Jacob  Everroth. 
Jacob  Erdman. 
John  Everhard. 
Solomon  Egner. 
Daniel  Egner. 
John  Egner. 
Peter  Egner. 
John  Erdmau,  Sr. 
Andrew  Engleman. 
Jacob  Engleman. 


Jacob  Erdman. 
Peter  Fuchs. 
Abraham  Fretz. 
Benedict  Fink. 
Philip  Flexer. 
Joseph  Funk. 
Peter  Frank. 
John  Frank. 
Joseph  Frey,  Sr. 
Joseph  Frey,  Jr. 
Samuel  Geissinger. 
David  Gangeware. 
John  Garnet. 
Jacob  Gangeware. 
John  Geissinger. 
Henry  Geissinger. 
Abraham  Geissinger. 
John  Geissinger. 
Abraham  Geissinger. 
Jacob  Gramm. 
George  Garner. 
Henry  Gangeware. 
Abraham  Geissinger. 
Daniel  Geissinger. 
Jacob  Hartmau. 
George  Horlocher. 
John  Horlocher. 
Jacob  Hartzell. 
John  Hillegass. 
Adam  Hellor. 
Abraham  Hottle. 
Michael  FJottel. 
John  Hottle. 
John  Jacoby. 
John  Janson. 
Frederick  Jordan. 
Melchoir  Kneply. 
Peter  Kneply. 
John  Kneply. 
Nicholas  Kramer. 
Joseph  Koch. 
Henry  Koauss. 
Tobias  Koch. 
Carl  Ludwig  Koch. 
George  Koch. 
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Jonathan  Kaffman. 
Peter  Kurtz. 
Nicholaa  Kramer. 
Michael  Koch. 
Jacob  Kueply. 
Job  Koch. 
Jacob  Koch. 
Philip  Kauffman. 
Budolph  Kauffman. 
David  Kauffman. 
Samuel  Lander. 
Magdalena  Leob. 
Jacob  Lander. 
Andrew  Werst. 
Michael  Landis. 
Peter  Lauhenstine. 
Peter  Lynn. 
Jacob  Blory. 
Peter  Mory. 
David  Mack. 
Philip  Mushlitz. 
William  Mory,  Sr. 
■William  Meier. 
Andrew  Martin. 
William  Mory,  Jr. 
George  Mushlitz. 
Jacob  Mory. 
Joseph  Mill. 
Gotthard  Mory. 
Frederick.  Mohr,  Sr. 
Frederick  Mohr,  Jr. 
Abraham  Meier. 
Samuel  Meier. 
Peter  Meier. 
Jacob  Miller. 
Conrad  Miller. 
George  Miller. 
Jacob  Meier. 
Philip  Newcomer. 
John  Newcomer,  Sr. 
Henry  Newcomer. 
Abraham  Newcomer. 
John  0pp. 
Mathias  Ocha. 
Michael  Ott. 
Peter  Weber,  Jr. 
George  Weber. 
Adam  Wint. 
Andrew  Walter. 
Jacob  Weutz. 
Philip  Windt. 
Jacob  Weiss,  Sr. 
'Andrew  Weiss. 
Valentine  Weidner,  Sr. 
Valentine  Weidner,  Jr. 
Jonas  Weber. 
Peter  Wichall. 
Jacob  Weber. 
Joseph  Welt. 
John  Waldman. 
John  Weber,  Jr. 
Jacob  Werst. 
Jacob  Ott. 
Widow  Owen. 
Solomon  Bumfeld. 
Leonard  Keinhard. 
Adam  Rudenhauer. 
Andrew  Reinhard. 
Henry  Reinhard,  Sr, 


John  Dotterer. 
John  Frank. 
John  Toung. 
John  Mgore. 
John  Apple. 
John  Seider. 


Henry  Reinhard,  Jr. 
John  RuiiifQld. 
Christian  Rinker. 
Casper  Kumfeld. 
Samuel  Reich ard. 
Jacob  Ruff. 
John  Reisser. 
David  Reisaer. 
Joseph  Rothrock. 
George  Ryinhard. 
Daniel  Romich. 
John  Romich. 
Conrad  Rickert. 
Peter  Sell. 
Valentine  Shaffer. 
John  Seider. 
Abraham  Seider. 
Abraham  Shenffer. 
Frederick  Stoll. 
George  Shantzenbach. 
Jacob  Shantzenbach. 
Conrad  Steer. 
Christian  Sheaffer. 
George  Sheaffer, 
Valentine  Sheaffer. 
Jacob  Stauffer. 
Jacob  Schneider. 
Philip  Sharry. 
Abraham  Smidt. 
Daniel  Schmidt. 
Philip  Sellers. 

Jacob  Seider. 

Stephen  Tool. 

Jacob  Weiss. 

Henry  Wind. 

John  Waldman. 

Henry  Waldman. 

Peter  Weber. 

Frederick  Weidman. 

Andrew  Wind. 

John  Weber. 

George  Werst. 

Peter  Young. 

Casper  Young. 

Henry  Young. 

Christian  Young, 

John  Young. 

Henry  Yotter. 

Abraham  Yotter. 

John  Yotter. 

Valentine  Young. 

Martin  Zeisloch. 

Jacob  Yotter. 

Abraham  Ziegler. 

Martin  Apple. 

John  Stahl. 

George  Deily. 

Valentine  Ruff. 

Leonard  Ox, 

George  Reinbold, 

John  Weaver. 

Jacob  Huber. 

Widow  Bitting. 

Stoffle  Ziegler. 

Philip  Koch, 

John  Hall. 

Jacob  Smith, 

Henry  Ott. 

John  Tisson. 

Single  Freemeyi. 

John  Knepley. 
Jacob  Bahl. 
Jacob  Ziegenfuas. 
Jacob  Meier, 
Jacob  Frank. 
Jacob  Dotterer. 


Jacob  Yotter. 
Peter  Yotter. 
Philip  Buchecker. 
Jacob  Bachman. 
Jonathan  Bachman. 
Christian  Kauffman. 
Isaac  Kumfeld. 
George  Buchecker. 
Melchior  Knepley. 
Christian  Young. 
John  Johnson. 
Henry  Reichard. 
John  Newcomer. 
David  Dorr. 
John  Shnyder. 
George  Hottle. 
William  Bitting. 
Philip  Smith. 
Daniel  Romich. 
Heni'y  Weidner. 
George  Mushlitz. 
Michael  Fasbinder. 
Amos  Bruuner. 


George  Rumfeld. 
Philip  Rumfeld. 
George  Hillegasa. 
Peter  Meier. 
Samuel  Meier. 
Andreas  Wind. 
William  Harlacher. 
John  Scotland. 
Peter  Buchecker. 
John  Derr. 
Jacob  Meier. 
John  Jacoby. 
Peter  Wind. 
Peter  Cooper. 
Solomon  Brinker, 
Charles  Clemmer. 
Mathias  Zeislove. 
Abraham  Dietz. 
Samuel  Fink. 
Abraham  Yotter. 
Jacob  Bach. 
John  Deily, 


Total  tax,  $609. 

The  taxes  in  those  days  were  trifling  compared 
with  present  rates.  A  farm  of  two  hundred  acres 
paid  from  eighty  cents  to  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents. 
Laborers  paid  from  ten  to  twelve  cents,  while  those 
classed  as  *'  poor"  paid  no  taxes,  though  some  of  them 
owned  from  thirty  to  forty  acres  of  land.  In  1763 
the  inhabitants  of  Upper  Saucon  were  classified  thus : 
eighty  farmers,  nine  laborers,  two  tavern-keepers,  two 
weavers,  one  carpenter,  three  blacksmiths,  one  miller, 
one  doctor,  one  cooper,  four  poor,  with  neither  shoe- 
maker, saddler,  tailor,  wagoner,  mason,  nor  tanner. 
In  1773  the  township  contained  five  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  ninety-two  acres  of  cleared  land,  one 
thousand  and  twenty-eight  acres  of  which  were  in 
grain.  In  1752  the  township  had  a  population  of  six 
hundred  and  fifty  souls, 

Eoads. — The  township  is  covered  by  a  net-work  of 
roads,  but  owing  to  the  imperfect  manner  in  which 
the  early  records  were  made  and  the  change  in  the 
names  of  the  points  that  fixed  their  termini,  as  well 
as  those  of  the  land-owners  whose  lands  abut  on  the 
roads,  it  is  very  dif&cult  to  recognize  local  roads  after 
the  lapse  of  so  many  years,  and  even  with  some  of 
the  more  important  ones  we  are  only  able  to  fix  the 
date  of  their  opening  approximately.  TJie  road  en- 
tering the  township  on  the  Lehigh  Mountain,  near 
Lanark,  passing  Lanark  and  Heller's  tavern  to  a 
point  near  the  residence  of  William  P.  Weidner,  and 
thence  to  Locust  Valley,  was  opened  about  1750.  The 
road  from  Coopersburg  to  Bethlehem,  via  Centre 
Valley,  Friedensville,  and  Colesville,  in  1755.  That 
from  Friedensville  to  Limeport,  via  Heller's  tavern 
and  Seider's  school-house,  in  1778. 

The  Allentown  and  Coopersburg  turnpike  road  was 
chartered  in  1874,  and  opened  for  travel  in  1875. 

The  North  Penn  Railroad  passes  through  the  town- 
ship. It  was  completed  and  opened  for  traffic  in  1856. 
The  first  passenger  train  passed  through  the  township 
December  26th,  of  the  same  year.  It  is  now  under 
lease  to  the  Philadelphia  and  Reading  Railroad  Com- 
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pany,  and  is  known  as  the  North  Penn  branch  of  said 
road.  It  has  two  stations  in  the  township,— Coopers- 
burg  and  Centre  Valley. 

The  railroad  of  the  Saucon  Iron  Company  was  built 
about  1870.  Its  entire  length,  of  about  two  and  one- 
half  miles,  is  in  the  township. 

Churches  and  Congregations.— ^Six  buildings  ded- 
icated to  the  service  of  Almighty  God  stand  in  the 
township,  viz. :  the  old  Mennonite  meeting-house, 
near  Coopersburg,  the  Blue  or  St.  Paul's  Church,  the 
Friedensville  or  Friedens  Church,  the  meeting-house 
of  the  United  Mennonite  Brethren  in  Christ,  near 
Coopersburg,  the  meeting-house  of  the  English  Meth- 
odists at  Friedensville,  and  the  meeting-house  of  the 
Free  Methodists  at  Centre  Valley. 

The  first  meeting-house  of  the  Mennonite  congre- 
gation, near  Coopersburg,  was  built  about  1738.  It 
was  constructed  of  logs,  with  a  swinging  partition  in 
the  middle,  which  divided  it  into  two  apartments  ;  one 
of  these  was  used  for  church,  the  other  for  school  pur- 
poses, but  when  on  extraordinary  occasions  the  at- 
tendance upon  Divine  worship  was  larger  than  could 
be  accommodated  in  one  apartment,  the  partition 
would  be  raised  and  the  two  apartments  thrown  into 
one ;  this  seems  to  have  been  a  very  temporary  struc- 
ture, for  we  find  it  replaced  by  another  in  1747,  and 
built  on  the  same  plan.  The  present  meeting-house 
was  erected  in  1811,  and  is  the  third  which  occupies 
the  site.  The  first  congregation  serving  here  was  what 
are  now  known  as  "the  old-school  Mennonites,"  but 
as  there  are  scarcely  half  adozen  families  remaining 
in  the  neighborhood  which  still  adhere  to  the  creed 
of  their  fathers,  these  have  had  no  regular  pastor  here 
since  the  death  of  Rev.  Samuel  Moyer,  in  1877.  The 
new-school  Mennonites  are  now  the  only  denomina- 
tion holding  services  here  regularly,  but  those  of  the 
old  school  still  retain  all  their  original  rights  and 
privileges.  It  is  impossible  now  to  fix  the  order  in 
which  this  congregation  was  ministered  to  by  its  pas- 
tors, owing  to  the  fact  that  no  records  were  kept,  and 
that  two  or  three  sometimes  preached  here  at  the  same 
time,  but  the  following  is  learned  from  their  tomb- 
stones in  the  adjoining  cemetery  :  Jacob  Meyer  died 
May  4, 1790,  and  served  till  his  death, — how  long  does 
not  appear.  Samuel  Moyer,  the  elder,  died  about 
1882.  Michael  Landis  died  Aug.  5,  1839,  after  a  ser- 
vice of  thirty-five  years.  William  Landis  died  Aug.  4, 
1848,  after  a  service  of  eight  years.  Valentine  Young 
died  April  27,  1850,  after  a  service  of  forty  years. 
Samuel  Moyer,  the  younger,  died  Aug.  24,  1877,  after 
a  service  of  about  twenty  years.  The  latter  first 
preached  for  the  new  school,  but  returning  to  the 
faith  of  his  fathers,  closed  his  life  as  a  minister  of  the 
old  school.  John  Oberholtzer  organized  the  new- 
school  congregation,  and  preached  here  for  some  time. 
Christian  Clemmer,  of  Berks  County,  preached  here 
about  twenty  years,  and  died  in  1883  a  new-school 
minister.  Andrew  B.  Shelby  and  Jacob  S.  Moyer 
(new  school)  are  the  present  incumbents. 


Many  theories  might  be  advanced  as  to  the  date 
and  also  as  to  the  site  of  the  first  church  edifice 
erected  by  the  Lutheran  congregation  now  serving  at 
the  Blue  Church.  But  as  one  theory  is  apparently 
as  strong  as  the  other,  we  will  content  ourselves  by 
enumerating  the  several  circumstances  upon  which 
theories  might  be  based,  and  leaving  our  readers  to 
form  their  own  theories  and  deduct  their  own  conclu- 
sions. The  warrant  for  the  land  on  which  it  stands 
was  drawn  by  Conrad  Walb,  Jan.  9,  1737.  The 
records  of  the  Lutheran  congregation  serving  here 
date  back  to  1740.  In  1745  they  informed  Muhlen- 
berg that  they  were  provided  with  a  church  and 
school-house.  On  March  IG,  1754,  a  warrant  was 
issued  from  the  land-ofiBce  to  Andreas  Wind,  in  trust 
for  the  Lutheran  congregation  of  Upper  Saucon,  for 
twenty-five  acres  of  land,  which  was  located  near  the 
site  of  the  present  residence  of  Isaac  Hartman,  near 
Friedensville. 

On  Dec.  30,  1757,  Philip  Geissinger  entered  into 
an  agreement  with  Andreas  Erdman  and  George 
Eeinhardt,  in  behalf  of  the  Lutheran  congregation  of 
Saucon,  in  whicli,  for  the  consideration  of  £3  2s.  6d., 
he  bound  himself  to  convey  to  the  said  congregation 
(after  receiving  a  patent  for  his  land)  the  undivided 
half  of  four  acres,  three  and  one-half  acres  to  be  con- 
sidered as  sold,  and  one-half  acre  as  donated.  In 
1758,  Andreas  Wind  sold  the  interest  of  the  Lutheran 
congregation  in  the  land,  for  which  a  warrant  had 
been  drawn  by  him.  On  April  24, 1758,  Philip  Geis- 
singer obtained  his  patent  for  his  land,  and  on  Sept. 
4,  1761,  he  conveyed  to  George  Reinhard,  Andrew 
Erdman,  George  Kirschner,  and  Balthauser  Beil, 
elders  and  vestrymen  of  the  Evangelical  or  Lutheran 
congregation  of  Upper  Saucon,  one  full  moiety  or 
equal  half  of  four  acres  for  the  use  of  said  congrega- 
tion. Tradition  also  has  it  that  the  members  of  the 
congregation  at  one  time  contemplated  building  their 
church  on  the  farm  of  Rev.  Berkenstock  (lately  Solo- 
mon Greenawald),  but  were  induced  to  change  their 
plans  by  the  liberal  offer  of  Philip  Geissinger.  From 
these  facts  we  may  safely  conclude  that  the  congrega- 
tion was  organized  no  later  than  174i>,  that  they  had 
a  church  and  school-house  somewhere  in  1745,  that 
they  had  no  place  of  worship  which  was  satisfactory 
to  all  of  them  in  1754,  and  that  the  first  church  was 
built  on  the  present  site  about  1758. 

When  it  became  a  union  church  of  the  Lutheran 
and  Reformed  denominations  cannot  now  be  ascer- 
tained, and  it  is  not  safe  to  date  this  event  prior  to 
1802  ;  but  here  the  record  opens  with  a  book,  on  the 
first  page  of  which  is  an  inscription,  which,  trans- 
lated, reads  thus  :  "  Church  book  of  the  Evangelical 
Reformed  congregation  in  Upper  Saucon  township, 
called  Organ  Church,  begun  by  John  Henry  HoflF- 
meier,  present  minister  of  the  congregation,  and 
member  of  the  reverend  Synod,  in  the  year  of  Christ, 
1802." 

The  present  church  is  the  third  occupying   the 
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site.  The  first,  built  of  logs,  stood  in  the  southwestern 
comer  of  the  old  cemetery  ;  the  second,  built  of  stone, 
stood  partly  on  the  site  of  the  present  one,  though 
extending  a  little  farther  south  and  west.  This,  it 
would  appear  from  Rev.  Hoffmeier's  record,  was 
knoAvn  as  "the  Organ  Church."  When  it  was  built 
cannot  be  ascertained.  The  present  one  was  erected 
in  1833  at  a  cost  of  $5173.81. 

The  following,  taken  from  the  discourse  of  Eev. 
John  Vogelbach,  on  the  occasion  of  the  centennial 
anniversary  of  the  founding  of  the  Lutheran  con- 
gregation, furnishes  a  catalogue  of  the  ministers  of 
the  same. 

In  1745,  Rev.  H.  A.  Muhlenberg,  who  then  served 
several  congregations  in  Philadelphia  and  vicinity, 
was  appealed  to  by  the  Saucon  congregation  to  come 
and  serve  them  with  word  and  sacrament.  He  did  so, 
but  resigned  at  the  end  of  a  year  on  account  of  ill 
health  and  the  great  distance  he  had  to  come.  He 
then  sent  to  them  one  Vigero,  a  teacher,  who  com- 
mitted sermons  and  delivered  them  to  the  congrega- 
tion, Muhlenberg  visiting  them  on  occasions  of  com- 
munion and  confirmation. 

On  Aug.  15,  1748,  the  first  congregational  confer- 
ence of  the  Lutheran  Synod  was  held  in  Philadelphia, 
and  the  Saucon  congregation  was  represented  in  it. 
In  the  autumn  of  1748,  Vigero  left  them.  In  March, 
1749,  Rudolph  Heinrich  Schrenk  came  from  Liine- 
burg  to  Philadelphia,  and  Muhlenberg  at  once  rec- 
ommended him  to  the  congregation,  whom  he  served 
for  some  time  on  probation.  He  was  ordained  Nov. 
5, 1752,  and  continued  to  serve  them  till  1754,  when 
he  accepted  a  call  to  Raritan,  N.  J.,  returning,  how- 
■  ever,  occasionally  to  preach  for  them.  Schrenk's  suc- 
cessor was  Johannes  Andreas  Friederici  (or  Fried- 
richs),  first  as  layman,  then  as  ordained  minister. 
He  served  about  eight  years,  a  part  of  which  time  he 
lived  beyond  the  Blue  Mountains.  In  1763,  Johan- 
nes Joseph  Roth,  a  Catholic  student,  came  into  the 
neighborhood,  interested  himself  in  the  congregation, 
and  asked  to  be  admitted  into  the  Lutheran  Synod, 
and  became  pastor.  In  October  of  the  same  year  he 
was  admitted  and  installed.  He  died  in  1764,  and 
was  buried  in  the  cemetery  belonging  to  the  church. 
Who  served  them  from  1764  to  1769  does  not  appear, 
but  communion  was  held  regularly,  except  perhaps 
in  1769,  when  no  record  was  made.  In  the  latter 
part  of  1769,  Jacob  Van  Buskirk,  from  Germantown, 
came  here,  but  when  he  left  and  who  his  successor 
was  does  not  appear.  It  was  very  probably  George 
Frederick  Ellisen,  who  is  recorded  as  having  held 
communion  here  Sept.  29,  1793.  After  his  departure 
the  congregation  were  for  several  years  without  a 
regular  pastor,  but  the  sacraments  were  regularly  ad- 
ministered by  pastors  of  neighboring  congregations. 
In  1800,  Eev.  F.  W.  Geisenheimer  administered  the 
Lord's  Supper.  Rev.  Professor  Eoeller,  of  Goshen- 
hoppen,  preached  here  too.  From  1800  to  1803,  Jo- 
hannes F.  Cramer  preached  in  the  other  congrega- 


tions belonging  to  the  charge,  and  therefore  probably 
here  too,  though  the  records  are  silent  as  to  him.  On 
April  12,  1806,  Frederick  Plitt  confirmed  catechu- 
mens and  administered  the  Lord's  Supper.  He 
preached  here  only  a  short  time,  was  addicted  to 
drinking,  and  soon  after  he  left  was  found  drowned 
in  a  mill-dam  at  Mifilinburg,  Columbia  Co.  Rev. 
Heiny  succeeded  Plitt,  and  served  nine  years.  He 
was  succeeded  by  Heinrich  G.  Stecher,  who  served 
two  years. 

In  1819,  Rev.  Benjamin  German  was  called.  He 
accepted,  entered  upon  his  pastorate  in  the  spring  of 
1820,  and  continued  to  serve  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  in  September,  1848.  He  was  buried  in 
AUentown.  His  brother,  William  German,  succeeded 
him,  and  he  too  remained  in  the  service  of  the  con- 
gregation until  his  death,  June  26,  1851.  He  was 
buried  at  the  Salsburg  Church.  The  vacancy  occa- 
sioned by  the  death  of  William  German  was  tempo- 
rarily filled  by  Augustus  L.  Dechant,  then  a  Reformed 
licentiate. 

On  March  3,  1852,  Rev.  John  Vogelbach  accepted 
a  call  from  the  congregation,  and  served  them  until 
March,  1857,  when  he  followed  a  call  to  Philadel- 
phia. 

In  May,  1857,  Rev.  William  Rath  assumed  the  pas- 
torate of  the  congregation,  which  he  has  continued  to 
fill  with  great  acceptability  to  the  present  time. 

It  is  impossible  to- fix  the  date  of  the  organization 
of  the  Reformed  congregation  now  serving  at  the  Blue 
Church,  but  it  is  very  probable  that  a  Reformed  or- 
ganization of  some  kind  was  efiected  soon  after  1742 
by  Rev.  John  Justus  Jacob  Berkenstock,  who  then 
resided  on  the  old  Greenawalt  farm,  and  who  undoubt- 
edly was  a  Reformed  minister.  Tradition  has  it  that 
divine  services  were  held  regularly  at  his  house,  and 
this  tradition  is  supported  by  the  fact  that  there  is  on 
the  farm  an  old,  extensive,  and  well-filled  cemetery. 
It  is  highly  improbable,  too,  that  the  Reformed,  "  to 
which  denomination  a  large  proportion  of  the  Pala- 
tinates then  belonged,"  with  a  Reformed  minister  in 
their  midst,  should  stand  idly  by  while  their  brethren 
of  the  Mennonite  and  Lutheran  faiths  were  organizing 
congregations  and  building  churches  around  them. 
It  is  possible,  and  very  probable,  too,  that  the  tradition 
heretofore  referred  to,  "  that  the  Lutheran  congrega- 
tion at  one  time  contemplated  the  erection  of  their 
church  on  the  Greenawalt  farm,''  may  have  become 
somewhat  impaired  by  age,  and  that  it  ought  to  be 
"  that  the  Reformed  congregation  at  one  time  contem- 
plated the  erection  of  a  church  here,  but  were  induced 
to  change  their  plans  by  the  liberal  offer  of  the  Luther- 
ans to  share  their  church  facilities  with  them." 

As  before  stated,  the  earliest  record  of  the  congrega- 
tion now  accessible  bears  date  1802.  It  continues  in 
the  handwriting  of  Rev.  HoflFmeier  till  1806,  when  it 
suddenly  stops,  not  to  be  resumed  again  till  1825,  and 
then  by  Rev.  Daniel  Zoller.  In  1826,  Rev.  Samuel 
Hess  was  called,  accepted,  and  served  until  1867,  when 
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he  resigned.  He  was  succeeded,  in  January,  1868,  by 
Kev.  A.  N.  Ziegler,  who  served  until  July,  1873,  when 
he  too  resigned,  and  was  followed  by  Eev.  E.  C. 
Weaver,  the  present  beloved  pastor  of  the  congrega- 
tion. 

Frieden's  Church,  at  Friedensville,  was  built  in 
1793,  enlarged  in  1817,  and  rebuilt  in  1839.  It  is  a 
Union  Church  of  the  Lutheran  and  Eeformed  denomi- 
nations. The  Lutheran  congregation  here  was  organ- 
ized by  Eev.  John  Conrad  Yeager,  who  continued  to 
preach  for  them  until  1731,  when  he  was  succeeded 
by  his  son,  Joshua,  who,  though  past  fourscore  years 
of  age,  yet  remains  the  beloved  "  Eev.  Father  Yeager," 
pastor  of  his  flock;  he  with  his  father  having  minis- 
tered to  the  congregation  for  a  continuous  period 
exceeding  ninety  years. 

The  Eeformed  congregation  was  organized  by  Eev. 
John  Henry  Hoflfmeier,  who  preached  for  them  until 
about  1815,  when  he  was  succeeded  by  Eev.  Dechant. 
Dechant  was  succeeded,  "  at  what  time  we  know  not," 
by  Eev.  Daniel  Zoller,  who  served  till  1857.  In  1857, 
Eev.  A.  J.  G.  Dubbs  was  called,  and  ministered  to 
them  until  1871,  when  he  resigned.  He  was  suc- 
ceeded by  Eev.  Eichard  T.  Apple,  who  served  two 
years,  and  was  succeeded,  in  1873,  by  Eev.  E.  0. 
Weaver,  the  present  incumbent. 

The  meeting-house  of  the  United  Mennonite  Breth- 
ren in  Christ,  near  Coopersburg,  was  erected  and  the 
congregation  organized  in  1869.  This  organization 
was  effected  principally  by  Eev.  Abel  Strawn,  who 
preached  for  the  congregation  until  the  closeof  the 
year  1881,  when,  according  to  a  decree  of  Conference, 
which  provided  in  substance  that  no  minister  should 
serve  the  same  congregation  for  a  period  exceeding 
three  years,  he  was  succeeded  by  Eev.  Abraham 
KauflFman,  who,  in  1884,  was  succeeded  by  Eev. 
Jonas  Musselman,  the  present  incumbent. 

The  meeting-house  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
congregation  at  Friedensville  was  built  by  Dr.  H.  S. 
Clemens,  and  the  congregation  organized  in  1863,  by 
Eev.  Nathan  B.  Durell,  of  the  Philadelphia  Confer- 
ence. The  congregation  was  served  by  the  following- 
pastors  :  Eev.  Durell,  from  1863  to  1865 ;  Eev.  Cum- 
mings,  from  1865  to  1868 ;  Eev.  Kimble,  from  1868  to 
1871;  Eev.  Harrison,  from  1871  to  1874;  and  Eev. 
Harkins,  from  1874  to  1877,  since  which  time  the  con- 
gregation has  remained  without  a  pastor. 

The  meeting-house  of  the  Free  Methodists,  at 
Centre  Valley,  was  erected  and  the  congregation  or- 
ganized in  1883.  The  congregation  is  ministered  to 
by  Eev.  Manshart. 

Schools. — The  first  schools  established  in  the  town- 
ship were  parochial  or  church  schools,  and  were  opened 
simultaneously  with  the  organization  of  the  congrega- 
tions to  which  they  belonged;  the  first  about  1738, 
by  the  Mennonites,  the  second  about  1740  to  1745,  by 
the  Lutherans.  The  buildings  in  which  they  were 
held  are  noted  and  described  under  the  head  of 
churches.     A  third  building,   used   for  school   and 


doubtless  for  church  purposes  also,  was  erected  by  the 
Quakers  about  1745,  on  lands  of  John  Thomas,  now 
Peter  M.  Sell ;  but  this,  together  with  the  congrega- 
tion that  erected  it,  have  all  passed  away,  and  the 
only  remaining  reminder  of  it  or  them  is  the  old, 
well-filled  cemetery,  "now  nearly  obliterated  too," 
which  marks  the  spot.  The  names  of  but  two  teach- 
ers of  this  era  are  preserved  to  us, — Vigero,  who  taught 
and  preached  at  the  same  time  for  the  Lutherans,  and 
Peter  Knepley,  of  whom  we  find  the  following  entered 
in  the  first  church  book  of  the  Lutheran  congregation 
now  serving  at  the  Blue  Church:  "June  23,  1757, 
Peter  Knepley,  the  schoolmaster,  married  to  Chris- 
tina Gangaware."  Later,  as  the  settlements  pushed 
farther  away  from  these  places,  more  school  accom- 
modations became  necessary,  and  schools  were  opened 
in  private  houses.  Of  the  earlier  of  these  we  know 
nothing,  but  schools  of  this  kind  are  known  to  have 
been  held  at  the  houses  of  John  Egner  (now  Charles 
Kidd),  Ehrhard  Weaver  (now  Ephraim  Weaver), 
William  Samuels  (now  Peter  M.  Sell),  Frederick 
Wittman  (now  Joseph  Wittman),  David  Horlocher, 
and  doubtless  others.  It  is  impossible  to  define  or  limit 
the  era  of  this  kind  of  schools.  Some  of  them  were  con- 
tinued in  neighborhoods  long  after  school-houses  had 
been  erected  in  others,  and  some  were  opened  even  in 
the  neighborhood  of  school-houses, — these  latter  to 
meet  a  desire  then  beginning  to  be  felt  for  instruc- 
tion in  the  English  language,  "  the  teaching  in  the 
school-houses  then  being  exclusively  in  German." 
During  the  last  quarter  of  the  eighteenth  century 
school  associations  began  to  be  formed  in  the  several 
neighborhoods,  funds  raised,  school-houses  erected, 
and  teachers  employed.  Some  of  the  earlier  of  these 
teachers  scarcely  deserved  the  name ;  there  was  no 
system  in  their  employment.  Frequently  an  indi- 
vidual, "  who  was  none  other  than  a  tramp,"  would 
go  into  a  neighborhood,  make  some  pretense  to  men- 
tal culture,  open  a  subscription  for  pupils  at  so  much 
per  head,  and  if  successful  in  collecting  a  sufficient 
number  would  open  a  school,  or  an  apology  for  one, 
with  his  birch  on  his  desk  and  his  flask  inside  or  in 
his  pocket.  It  is  related  of  the  last  one  who  taught 
at  the  Quaker  school-house,  heretofore  referred  to, 
that  he  loved  his  dram,  and  that  on  the  last  day  of  his 
term  some  of  the  larger  boys  presented  him  with  a 
bottle  of  whiskey,  got  him  drunk,  and  persuaded  him 
to  play  on  the  violin,  while  they  engaged  in  dancing. 
One  or  two  lessons  of  this  kind  would  suffice  to  make 
the  people  more  circumspect  in  the  employment  of 
teachers,  and  thus  the  schools  were  improved.  About 
1S25  English  began  to  be  slowly  introduced.  In  1828 
provision  was  made  for  the  education  of  the  poorer 
class,  and  Upper  Saucon  paid  for  that  purpose  as 
follows:  1828,  >:V2.95;  1830,  .•t!l4.42;  1833,  $30.22; 
1834,  $76.41;  1835,  $137.95;  1836,  $142.61;  1838, 
$167.92. 

In  1834,  when  the  common-school  law  was  passed, 
it    produced    intense    excitement   in   the  township. 
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Violent  opposition  to  it  developed  itself,  and  at 
the  election  upon  the  question  of  its  adoption  but 
few  votes  were  cast  in  its  favor,  its  supporters  be- 
came the  objects  of  the  enmity  of  whole  neighbor- 
hoods, and  in  this  way  were  induced  to  abandon  the 
contest.  So  intense  was  the  feeling  against  it  that 
during  the  time  that  its  adoption  was  optional,  when 
a  politician  desired  to  have  the  full  vote  of  the  town- 
ship brought  out  all  he  did  was  to  have  a  rumor 
spread  that  the  school  law  would  be  voted  upon,  and 
almost  the  last  man  would  be  out.  It  was  not  adopted 
until  1848,  when  its  adoption  became  obligatory.  Six 
schools  had  been  established  prior  to  this  time  by 
associations  at  the  following  places :  Blue  Church, 
Friedensville  Church,  Mennonite  Meeting-house, 
Coopersburg,  one  near  Heller's  Tavern,  known  as 
Heller's,  and  one  near  Seider's  store,  known  as  Seider's. 

Of  the  teachers  of  the  last  two  described  and  over- 
lapping eras,  the  names  of  the  following  are  preserved : 
Frederick  Arnold,  who  taught  at  the  house  of  John 
Egner  and  at  Seider's  school-house ;  Jesse  Samuels, 
who  taught  at  the  house  of  William  Samuels  and  at 
Seider's ;  Daniel  Fried,  who  taught  at  Frederick 
Wittman's ; Proctor, Oberholtzer, Jen- 
kins, Peter  Gerhard,  Michael  Urffer,  Anthony  Lou- 
tenberger,  Joseph  Wittman,  Andrew  K.  Wittman, 
and  George  Blank,  who  taught  at  Seider's;  John  Lobb, 
David  Minichinger,  John  H.  Bernd,  and  a  Mr.  Mus- 
selman  taught  at  the  Blue  Church ;  Gibson  Innes, 
John  Wilson,  Lewis  Bannister,  and  Joel  Tarre,  who 

taught  at  Coopersburg; Barthalmus, ■  Eudy, 

and Eiedy,  who  taught  at  Heller's ;  and  Henry 

Knipe,  who  taught  at  a  school-house  which  stood  near 
the  site  of  the  residence  of  Enos  Rechenbach,  and 
which  was  superseded  by  the  one  built  later  at  Coop- 
ersburg. An  old  school-house  stood  where  the  Saucon 
Iron  Company's  railroad  crosses  the  road  near  the 
residence  of  Thomas  Eeichard.  It  was  taken  down 
about  the  year  1800,  and  another  one  built  on  the 
present  site  of  Heller's.  This  was  destroyed  by  fire 
in  1808,  and  the  present  one  erected  in  1809. 

We  have  now  reached  the  day  of  public  schools 
and  of  records.  The  township  took  the  first  step  to- 
ward the  adoption  of  the  new  system  at  the  spring 
election  in  1848,  when  the  following  board  of  directors 
were  elected:  Sanford  Stephens,  Henry  Erdman, 
John  Brunner,  Jacob  Eice,  Charles  E.  Christ,  and 
George  Blank.  These  organized  by  electing  Charles 
E.  Christ  as  president,  and  George  Blank  as  secretary. 
They  raised  by  taxation  for  school  purposes  the  first 
year  $536.86,  but  this  was  found  to  be  insufificient, 
and  three  hundred  dollars  were  borrowed.  They 
built  two  school-houses  the  first  year,  one  called  the 
Socritarian,  on  the  site  of  the  present  Centre  Valley 
school-house,  at  a  cost  of  two  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  dollars,  and  another  called  the  Franklin,  near 
the  residence  of  Philip  Gangaware,  at  a  cost  of  two 
hundred  and  ninety-five  dollars.  The  following 
teachers  were  appointed:  Aaron  L.  Butterwick,  to 
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teach  at  the  Blue  Church  ;  Augustus  F.  Hallenbach, 
at  Friedensville ;  Mary  Jenkins,  at  Heller's ;  George 
Blank,  at  the  meeting-house ;  George  E.  Gates,  at  the 
Socritarian  ;  Uriah  Brunner,  at  the  Franklin  ;  Wil- 
liam T.  Cramer,  at  Coopersburg ;  and  Solomon  Fehr, 
at  Seider's.  The  school-term  was  fixed  at  six  months, 
and  the  salary  of  teachers  at  twenty  dollars  a  month. 
The  schools  were  attended  by  five  hundred  and  fifty- 
three  pupils, — three  hundred  and  four  males  and  two 
hundred  and  forty-nine  females.  The  average  at- 
tendance was  thirty-four.  Four  hundred  and  twenty- 
nine  learned  English,  one  hundred  and  twenty-four 
German,  thirty-six  grammar,  sixty-five  geography, 
and  two  hundred  and  thirteen  arithmetic.  Since 
then  additional  school-houses  were  built,  and  schools 
opened  as  follows :  Locust  Valley,  in  1850  ;  Wash- 
ington, in  1853;  Yoder's,  in  1858;  Dillinger's,  in 
1859;  Hartman's  (called  Union),  in  1861 ;  Webster's, 
at  Friedensville,  in  1873 ;  and  a  second  one  in  Coop- 
ersburg, in  1876.  Until  1854  the  school  at  Friedens- 
ville was  held  at  the  church,  but  in  that  year  a  school- 
house  was  erected.  The  school  at  the  Blue  Church 
was  held  in  the  basement  of  the  church  until  1868, 
when  a  school-house  was  built.  The  school  at  the 
meeting-house  was  held  in  a  school-house  belonging 
to  the  Mennonite  congregation  until  1883,  when  a 
new  one  was  erected.  The  old  school-house  at  Coop- 
ersburg, which,  on  account  of  its  shape,  was  called 
the  Octagon,  was  replaced  by  a  new  one  in  1857. 
The  one  at  Centre  Valley  in  1859,  the  Franklin  in 
1874,  the  Washington  in  1875,  and  the  Locust  Valley 
in  1879.  Seider's  and  Heller's  schools  are  still  held 
in  old  association  school-houses.  The  school-houses 
are  all  furnished  with  blackboards,  patent  desks,  and 
globes. 

The   estimated   value   of   school   property   in   the 
township  is  now  (1884)  $8000. 

The  following  table  exhibits  the  workings  of  the 
system  from  1850  to  1875  : 
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Among  the  teachers  of  the  district  during  the  era 
of  common  schools  (to  the  present)  we  name  the  fol- 
lowing :  George  W.  Brinker,  who  taught  twenty-nine 
terms ;  Jessiah  F.  Jacoby,  twenty-two  terms ;  Jacob 
F.  Diehl,  eighteen  terms ;  William  H.  Snyder,  seven- 
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teen  terms ;  Franklin  B.  Heller,  thirteen  terms ;  O. 
W.  Markle,  thirteen  terms ;  Lewis  M.  Engelman, 
twelve  terms;  Lewis  H.  Jacoby,  twelve  terms  ;  John 
H.  Walbert,  twelve  terms;  Milton  A.  Zyner,  eleven 
terms ;  John  V.  Clymer,  ten  terms ;  Albert  H.  Wea- 
ver, nine  terms ;  Aaron  K.  Eichelberger,  nine  terms ; 
Charles  W.  Eoth,  seven  terms;  Levi  M.  Johnson, 
seven  terms;  Franklin  Brinker,  seven  terms;  Augus- 
tus F.  Hallenbach,  six  terms ;  Charles  H.  Buchecker, 
six  terms ;  Laurentus  H.  Weaver,  six  terms ;  Thomas 
B.  Weber,  five  terms ;  and  R.  M.  Lichtenwalner,  five 
terms. 

Early  Families. — The  Owen  family  was  of  Welsh 
origin.  They  were  among  the  first  immigrants  to  the 
State,  and  some  of  them  became  prominent  in  colo- 
nial days.  Griflith  Owen  was  a  member  of  the  Colo- 
nial Council  from  1685  to  1707.  John  Owen  was 
sheriff  of  Chester  County  in  1730.  Owen  Owen  was 
sheriff  of  Philadelphia  County  in  1728,  and  coroner 
in  1730.  After  this  he  came  to  Saucon,  took  up  lands, 
and,  as  it  seems,  resided  here  at  least  part  of  the  time. 
His  wife's  name  was  Margaret,  and  they  had  three 
children, — Thomas,  David,  and  Margaret.  The  lat- 
ter married  Richard  Thomas,  and  is  not  known  to 
have  left  any  descendants.  Thomas  became  one  of  his 
majesty's  justices  of  the  peace.  He  is  not  known  to 
have  had  offspring.  David,'with  his  wife,  Sarah,  had, 
as  far  as  known,  six  children,  viz. .  David,  Joseph, 
Nathan,  Mary,  Lydia,  and  Elizabeth.  Of  these, 
David,  with  his  wife,  Margaret,  had  four  children, 
viz. :  Solomon,  David,  Elizabeth,  and  Hannah.  Mary 
(who  married  William  Grothouse)  and  Joseph  are 
not  known  to  have  any  descendants.  Nathan  had 
two  daughters, — Hannah  and  Sarah.  Lydia  married 
Henry  Weber,  and  is  the  grandmother  of  Joel  B.  and 
Thomas  B.  Weber,  of  Spring  Valley.  Elizabeth  mar- 
ried Abraham  Seider,  and  is  no  doubt  the  grandmother 
of  some  of  the  Seiders  living  in  different  parts  of  the 
county. 

Of  the  younger  David's  children,  Solomon  married 
Catharine  Beil,  and  had  one  daughter,  Elizabeth,  who 
became  the  wife  of  the  late  Rev.  Samuel  Hess.  David 
appears  to  have  died  in  youth.  Elizabeth  married 
Henry  Engleman,  and  is  the  mother  of  Lewis  M. 
Engleman,  of  Locust  Valley.  Hannah  married  Adam 
Eomig,  and  is  not  known  to  have  any  descendants. 

Of  Nathan's  daughters,  Hannah  married  Peter 
Lynn,  and  is  the  mother  of  Uriah  Lynn,  of  Bucks 
County,  and  Sarah  married  Andrew  Engleman,  and 
is  the  mother  of  Mrs.  Jacob  H.  Erdman,  of  Emaus, 
and  Mrs.  Reuben  Stabler,  of  Allentown. 

Philip  Geissinger,  a  Mennonite  from  the  Palatinate, 
seems  to  have  immigrated  to  some  point  within  the 
present  limits  of  Bucks  County  about  1725 ;  he  was 
naturalized  by  act  of  Assembly  in  1731.  About  1737 
he  settled  near  the  site  of  the  Blue  Church,  in  Upper 
Saucon.  His  wife's  name  was  Anna  Mary ;  they  had 
eleven  children,  viz. :  Philip,  Jacob,  Henry,  Daniel, 
John,  Samuel,  David,  Abraham,  Anna,  Elizabeth, 


and   Barbara.      Of   these,  David   died   in   infancy; 
Philip  is  not  known  to  have  had  offspring;  Jacob, 
with  his  wife,  Magdalena,  had  five  children ;  Henry, 
wife   Barbara,   twelve;    John,   twice  married, — first 
wife,  Anna,  ten,  second  wife,  Anna,  one ;  Samuel, 
wife  Anna,  four ;  Daniel,  wife  Elizabeth,  eight;  Anna 
married  Christian  Baer,  and  had  ten  children;  Eliza- 
beth married  Rudolph  KaufFman,  and  had  seven  chil- 
dren ;  Barbara  married  Isaac  Bauer,  and  had  seven 
children.     All  these  seem  to  have  removed  from  the 
township  at  an  early  day,  and  it  is  impossible  to  fol- 
low them  further,  but  Abraham  remained  in  the  old 
homestead,  and  his  descendants  are  still  within  sight. 
His  wife's  name  was  Barbara;  they  had  four  sons, 
viz.:  Henry,  Philip,  Jacob,  and  Abraham.    Of  these, 
Henry  had  three  children, — Ephraim,  who  remains 
in  the  old  homestead  ;  Mary,  the  wife  of  David  Sto- 
ver ;  and  Elizabeth,  the  wife  of  Israel  Walter.    Philip 
had  two  children, — Abrahain,  who  lives  at  New  Zion, 
Lehigh  Co.  ;  and  Mary,  who  is  not  known  to  have 
any  descendants.    Jacob  had  three  sons, — Rev.  John, 
Jacob,  and  Abraham.     Among  Abraham's  children 
were  Samuel,  deceased  ;  David  and  Jacob,  who  reside 
at  Centre  Valley ;  and  Abraham,  who  resides  at  Lo- 
cust Valley. 

Johannes  Erdman,  of  Pfungstadt,  in  Hesse-Darm- 
stadt, emigrated  to  this  country  in  1734.  Where  he 
settled  first  cannot  now  be  ascertained,  but  we  find 
him  on  the  farm  now  known  as  the  old  Erdman  farm, 
near  Centre  Valley,  in  1750.  His  wife's  name  was 
Anna  Catharine.  He  died  Oct.  30,  1760,  at  the  age 
of  seventy-eight  years.  He  seems  to  have  had  a  num- 
ber of  children,  but  the  lineage  of  but  one  son,  An- 
dreas, can  be  traced. 

Andreas  married  Anna  Maria  Frederick,  and  had 
nine  children,  viz. :  Jacob,  George,  Abraham,  An- 
drew, John,  Yost,  Catharine,  Sybilla,  and  Anna  Mar- 
garet. Of  these,  Catharine  (who  had  married  Jacob 
Barnhart),  Anna  Margaret  (who  had  married  George 
Sober),  and  Abraham  removed  to  Armstrong  town- 
ship, Westmoreland  Co.,  at  an  early  day,  and  their 
descendants  are  lost  sight  of  Sybilla  married  Henry 
Bitz,  and  removed  to  Lower  Mount  Bethel,  North- 
ampton Co.  Andrew  and  Yost  settled  in  Hilltown, 
Bucks  Co.,  and  are  no  doubt  the  ancestors  of  some  of 
the  Erdmans  now  living  in  that  county.  George  set- 
tled in  Upper  Saucon  ;  had  two  sons, — John  and 
Jacob.  Of  the  descendants  of  the  former  nothing  is 
known.  The  latter  is  the  father  of  Jacob  H.  Erdman, 
of  Eraaus,  and  Charles  H.  and  Elias  H.  Erdman,  of 
Upper  Saucon. 

Jacob,  born  in  1763,  married  Catharine  Romig, 
settled  on  the  old  Erdman  homestead,  and  had  eight 
children,  viz. :  Jacob,  Isare,  Aaron,  John,  Elizabeth,  , 
Catharine,  Theresa,  and  Judith.  John  married  Sarah 
Bitz,  settled  near  Limeport,  and  had  six  children, 
viz. :  Daniel,  Henry,  John,  Jacob,  Catharine,  and 
another  daughter,  whose  name  we  cannot  ascertain. 
Of  Jacob's  children,  Jacob  married  Sarah  Hartzel, 
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settled  on  the  old  homestead,  and  had  ten  children, 
viz. :  Enos,  Addison,  Charles,  Jacob,  Rebecca,  Eliza, 
Maria,  Sarah,  Belinda,  and  Ataline.  Isare  married 
Catharine  Gangaware,  and  is  the  father  of  Mrs.  Alfred 
Breinig,  of  Allentown.  Aaron  first  married  Anna 
Breinig,  and  after  her  death,  Maria  Wieder.  He  re- 
sides at  Macungie.  John  married  Hannah  Keck, 
and  is  the  father  of  Dr.  J.  D.,  Edmund,  Lewis,  and 
Oliver  Erdman,  all  of  whom  reside  in  the  county. 
Elizabeth  married  Ehrhard  Weaver,  and  is  the  grand- 
mother of  Victor  B.  Weaver,  of  Bingen,  and  John  B. 
Weaver,  of  Centre  Valley.  Theresa  married  Solomon 
Reichard,  and  is  the  mother  of  Mrs.  William  Jordan, 
of  Coopersburg.  After  Theresa's  death  Catharine 
married  Solomon  Reichard,  but  had  no  issue.  Judith 
became  the  wife  of  John  G.  Brunner. 

Of  John's  children,  Daniel  married  Maria  Miller, 
and  is  the  father  of  Daniel  and  Owen  Erdman,  of 
Bucks  County,  and  Mrs.  Abraham  Moyer,  of  Lower 
Milford.  Henry  married  Catharine  Seem,  and  is  the 
father  of  Henry  Erdman,  of  Steinsburg,  Bucks  Co., 
Reuben  Erdman,  of  Gehrysville,  Bucks  Co.,  Mrs. 
Charles  B.  Kemmerer,  of  Salisbury,  and  Mrs.  J.  F. 
Matts,  of  Coopersburg.  Jacob  married  Catharine 
Hall,  and  was  the  father  of  the  late  David  Erdman, 
whose  son,  Ammon,  now  resides  in  Emaus,  Elias  H. 
Erdman,  whose  son.  Rev.  A.  E.,  now  resides  at  Naza- 
reth, Northampton  Co.,  Mrs.  Absalom  Sell,  and  Mrs. 
Philip  Meitzler,  of  Upper  Saucon.  John  removed 
from  the  township  at  an  early  day,  and  nothing  is 
known  of  his  descendants.  Catharine  married  Henry 
Berkenstock,  and  is  the  mother  of  John  Berkenstock, 
of  Lower  Milford.  The  remaining  daughter  married 
Gerhard  Bechtel  and  removed  to  Berks  County. 

Of  the  latter  Jacob's  children,  Enos  married  Anna 
Keck,  and  is  the  father  of  C.  J.  Erdman,  Esq.,  of  Al- 
lentown, P.  K.  Erdman,  Esq.,  of  Philadelphia,  and 
Dr.  F.  C.  Erdman,  of  Centre  Valley ;  Addison  mar- 
ried Mary  Foge),  and  is  the  father  of  Enos  F.  Erd- 
man, Esq.,  late  of  Allentown,  now  of  Dakota,  and 
Annie  Erdman,  who  resides  in  Allentown ;  Charles 
and  Jacob  died  in  youth ;  Rebecca  married  Charles 
W.  Cooper,  of  Allentown,  and  after  her  death  her 
sister  Sarah  became  his  wife ;  Eliza  married  Henry 
S.  Cope,  and  resides  in  Sellersville,  Bucks  Co. ;  Ata- 
line married  Dr.  J.  A.  Laros,  of  Coopersburg;  Maria 
remains  unmarried;  and  Balinda  died  unmarried. 

Joseph  Samuels,  the  ancestor  of  the  Samuels  family, 
emigrated  from  Wales  about  1736,  and  settled  in  the 
Saucon  Valley  about  1740.  His  wife's  name  was 
Sarah,  and  they  had  one  son,  Isaac,  who  with  his 
wife,  Eleanor,  had  two  children,— William  and  Jane. 
The  latter  married  Jesse  Silcott,  and  is  not  known  to 
have  had  issue.  William,  born  Dec.  2,  1764,  married 
Mary  Foulke,  and  had  four  children,— Jesse,  William, 
Jane,  and  Maria.  Of  these,  Jesse,  born  March  17, 
1795,  married  Mary  Fugleman,  and  had  two  children, 
—Francis  E.  and  Eliza.  William  married  Lydia 
Becher,   and   had  five  children,  viz.:   Jesse,  Mary 


Ann,  Matilda,  Amanda,  and  Jennie.  He  removed  to 
Indiana  in  1837.  Jane  died  unmarried,  and  Maria 
married  James  Reinhard,  of  Upper  Saucon,  and  is 
the  mother  of  Edwin  W.  and  O.  S.  Reinhard.  Of 
Dr.  Jesse  Samuels'  children,  Francis  E.  had  three 
children— Alfred,  deceased;  Henry,  who  resides  in 
Allentown  ;  Mary,  the  wife  of  Francis  Balliet,  of  Al- 
lentown— and  Eliza,  who  married  Nathan  Mertz,  has 
three  children,  and  resides  with  them  at  Sunbury, 
Northumberland  Co. 

Christoph  Heller,  with  his  wife,  Elizabeth,  arrived 
in  this  country  from  the  Palatinate,  and  took  the  oath 
of  allegiance  Sept.  6,  1738.  They  settled  in  Upper 
Milford,  and  are  known  to  have  had  a  son  named  Mi- 
chael, who  married  MagdalenaBuchecker,  a  daughter 
of  Henry  and  Lowina  Buchecker.  They  removed  to 
Saucon,  and  had  three  children,  viz. :  Paul,  Tobias, 
and  Mary  Magdalena.  Paul  married  Catharine  Owen, 
widow  of  Solomon  Owen,  "  maiden  name  Beil,"  and 
had  three  children,— Abraham,  Owen,  and  Mary. 
Tobias  married  Susanna  Rensheimer,  and  had  five 
children, — Charles,  Amos,  Priscilla,  Catharine,  and 
Susan.  Mary  Magdalena  died  unmarried.  Of  Paul's 
children,  Abraham  married  Mary  B.  Egner,  and  is 
the  father  of  Frank  B.  Heller,  of  Upper  Saucon ; 
Permelia  C.  intermarried  with  Edwin  Neimeyer ;  and 
Sylvester  A.  intermarried  with  Alfred  A.  Sell ;  Owen 
married  Leah  Brunner,  and  resides  at  Bethlehem ; 
and  Mary  married  Peter  Trexler,  who  resides  near 
Limeport.  She  is  the  mother  of  John  J.  and  Peter 
H.  Trexler,  of  Upper  Saucon;  Mrs.  Daniel  Weaver; 
Mrs.  John  Cope,  of  Allentown;  Mrs.  John  Erney, 
and  Mrs.  Edwin  Miller,  of  Lower  Milford.  Of 
Tobias'  children,  Charles  married  Elizabeth  Burt,  and 
resides  in  Philadelphia;  Amos  married  Angelina 
Bieber,  and  afterwards  Eliza  Ritter,  and  resides  in 
Upper  Saucon  ;  Priscilla  married  Frederick  Wunder, 
and  resides  in  Emaus ;  Catharine  married  Jonathan 
Rumfield,  and  is  the  mother  of  Mrs.  Milton  Dotterer 
and  Mrs.  Lando  K.  Moyer,  of  Upper  Saucon,  and 
Mrs.  Solomon  Ritter,  of  Allentown;  Susan  married 
Charles  H.  Erdman,  and  resides  in  Upper  Saucon. 

George  Brinker,  of  Odenwald,  Germany,  came  to 
this  country  about  1760-70,  settled  on  the  site  of  the 
present  residence  of  Wendel  Simon,  and  is  known  to 
have  had  a  son  named  Conrad. 

Conrad  married  Catharine  Miller  and  had  twelve 
children,  viz. :  George,  Jacob,  Solomon,  Conrad,  Bar- 
bara, Elizabeth,  Margaret,  Magdalena,  Maria  Anna, 
Maria,  Susanna,  and  Eve.  Of  these,  George  married 
Eve  Bitting  and  had  ten  children,  viz. .  John,  George, 
Henry,  and  Adam,  all  of  whom  reside  in  Upper  Sau- 
con ;  Andrew  (deceased),  the  father  of  Mrs.  James  C. 
Gerhard,  of  Coopersburg;  Theresa,  who  married 
Solomon  Reinhard,  and  is  the  mother  of  Solomon  B. 
Reinhard,  of  Upper  Saucon  ;  Catharine,  who  mar- 
ried John  Kiehl,  of  Bethlehem ;  Elizabeth,  who  mar- 
ried Wyandt  Cope,  and  is  the  mother  of  John  Cope, 
of  Allentown ;  Sallie,  who  married  John  Young  and 
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resides  near  Bethlehem ;  and  Eve,  who  married  Fran- 
cis Hess  and  resides  in  Bethlehem. 

Solomon  married  Catharine  Bitting,  and  is  the 
father  of  Francis  Brinker,  of  Upper  Saucon,  and 
Ehrhard  Brinker,  of  Salisbury  ;  Conrad  married  Cath- 
arine Shaffer;  and  is  the  father  of  Jacob  Brinker, 
of  Upper  Saucon,  and  Aaron  Brinker,  of  Bethlehem ; 
Jacob  married  Elizabeth  Schleider,  and  is  the  father  of 
Abraham  Brinker,  of  Salsibury,  and  Samuel  Brinker, 
of  Allentown. 

Of  the  elder  Conrad's  daughters,  Barbara  married 
Andrew  Walter  and  ia  the  mother  of  George,  An- 
drew, and  Solomon  Walter,  of  Upper  Saucon;  Eliza- 
beth, married  George  Walter,  and  is  the  mother  of 
George  Walter,  of  Vera  Cruz;  Margaret  married 
George  Reinbold,  and  is  the  mother  of  Andrew  Rein- 
bold,  of  Upper  Milford ;  Eve  married  Henry  Weaver, 
and  is  the  mother  of  Job  Weaver,  of  Centre  Valley; 
Susanna  married  Joseph  Kuhn,  and  is  the  mother  of 
Jacob  Kuhn,  of  Upper  Saucou;  Magdalena  married 
George  Wagner ;  Maria  Anna,  Henry  Yunger ;  and 
Maria,  Jacob  Daubert.  Nothing  is  known  of  the 
descendants  of  the  latter  three. 

Rev.  John  Justus  Jacob  Berkenstock,  the  original 
ancestor  of  this  family,  came  from  the  Palatinate  to 
Saucon  about  1742,  and  settled  on  the  farm  lately 
owned  by  Solomon  Greenawalt,  deceased.  He  is 
known  to  have  had  one  son,  John  George,  and  two 
daughters,  Solorae,  and  one  whose  name  is  unknown. 
Solome  married  Peter  Fuchs  and  had  no  issue;  the 
other  daughter  married  Peter  Laubach,  and  is  known 
to  have  had  one  daughter,  Mary,  who  married  John 
Greenawald  and  became  the  grandmother  of  Jacob 
L.  Greenawald,  now  living  near  the  Blue  Church. 
John  George  had  two  sons,  John  and  Abraham. 
The  latter  John  had  four  sons,  two  of  whom  died  in 
infancy,  the  other  two  named  John  and  Henry ;  of 
these  John  died  without  issue,  and  Henry  had  three 
sons  and  two  daughters, — John,  who  resides  in  Lower 
Milford;  Samuel,  who  resides  at  Bethlehem;  and 
Charles,  who  died  in  youth ;  Elizabeth,  the  wife  of 
Daniel  Stonebach;  and  Mary,  who  died  in  youth. 
Abraham  Berkenstock  married  Elizabeth  Ochs,  and  is 
the  father  of  Thomas  Berkenstock,  now  residing  near 
Lanark,  and  Mrs.  Jacob  Bowman,  residing  near 
Limeport,  besides  a  number  of  other  children,  none 
of  whom  remain  in  the  township  or  vicinity.  Rev. 
John  Justus  Jacob  Berkenstock  in  his  old  age  becom- 
ing possessed  of  a  desire  to  revisit  his  Fatherland 
undertook  the  journey  thither,  intending  to  return 
soon  again,  but  had  scarcely  reached  the  old  hearth- 
stone when  he  died  and  was  buried  alongside  of  his 
fathers ;  his  widow  died  here  in  1766  and  was  buried 
on  her  own  farm. 

Andreas  Wind  (Wind,  Wint,  Windt),  from  Dauein- 
heim,  in  the  "  Amt  Lingenheim,"  came  to  this  coun- 
try about  1750  to  1755,  and  settled  near  Friedensville. 
His  father  was  Johannes  Heinrich  Wind,  his  mother 
Anna  Sovia,  daughter  of  a  "  Land-Graf."    His  wife's 


name  was  Elizabeth.    They  had  three  sons — Johannes, 
Johan  Heinrich,  and  Johan  Phillip — and  two  daugh- 
ters,— -Margaret,  who  married  Balthauser  Buchecker; 
the  other,  "  name  unknown,"  married  a  Mr.  HoflFman 
and  removed  to  Montgomery  County.  Johannes  left  the 
township  in  his  youth,  and  is  known  to  be  the  ances- 
tor of  the  Wints  residing  in  the  neighborhood  of  Bath, 
in  Northampton  County.     Johan  Heinrich  is  known 
to  have  had  at  least  two  sons  and  two  daughters.     The 
names  of  the  latter  are  unknown,  those  of  the  former 
were  Henry  and  Andrew.     Henry  was  the  father  of 
the  late  Joseph  Wint,  and  grandfather  of  Addison  R. 
and  William  Wint,  residing  in  Allentown.     The  other 
children  Henry  is  known  to  have  had  are  Aaron,  de- 
ceased; Nathan,  who  resides  at  Scranton;  and  two 
daughters,  one  married  to  Joseph  Morgan,  and  the 
other  to  John  Fogelman.     Andrew  was  the  ancestor 
of  the   Wints   residing   near   Centre  Valley.     John 
Philip  had  six  children,  viz. :  John,  Philip,  Andrew, 
Catharine,  Elizabeth,  and  Susanna.     Of  these  John 
removed  to  Lancaster  and  died  there,  leaving  four 
sons  and  one  daughter.    PhiHp  died  a  bachelor.    An- 
drew had  five  children,  viz. .  Abner  H.,  who  resides 
in  Allentown ;  William  H.,  who  resides  in  Philadel- 
phia; Mary  Ann,  first  married  to  John  Ritter,  and 
after  his  death  to  John  Shimer ;  Salome,  married  to 
Charles  E.  Christ;  and  Lucinda,  married  to  Reuben 
B.  Sell. 

Of  John  Philips'  daughters,  Catharine  married 
George  Christ,  and  is  the  mother  of  John  Christ,  of 
Saucon,  and  Charles  E.  Christ,  of  Allentown ;  Susanna 
married  Charles  Weaver,  and  is  the  mother  of  Eph- 
raim  Weaver,  of  Upper  Saucon,  and  Mrs.  Peter  Egner, 
of  Emaus ;  Elizabeth  died  unmarried. 

John  Matheis  Eichener  (Eichener,  Egener,  Egner), 
the  ancestor  of  the  Egner  family,  emigrated  from  the 
Palatinate  in  1727,  took  the  oath  of  allegiance  Sep- 
tember 30th  of  the  same  year,  and  afterwards  settled 
on  the  farm  now  owned  by  Charles  Kidd.  His  wife's 
maiden  name  was  Barbara  Knappenberger.  They 
had  ten  children,  viz. :  Mathias,  Peter,  Henry,  John, 
Daniel,  Solomon,  Christian,  Catharine,  Eve,  and 
Elizabeth.  Of  these,  Mathias  married  a  Miss  Augh- 
ster,  and  had  two  children,— Charles  and  Elizabeth. 
Peter  married  Susanna  Stout,  and  had  two  children, 
—David  and  Elizabeth.  Henry  married  Catharine 
Schneider,  and  had  six  children,— Thomas,  Sarah, 
Catharine,  Esther,  Elizabeth,  and  Judith.  John  mar- 
ried Catharine  Boger,  and  had  six  children,  viz., 
Jesse,  Samuel,  Leah,  Judith,  Anna,  and  Mary. 
Daniel  married  Christian  Steininger,  and  had  two 
cliildren,— Isaac  and  Hannah.  Solomon  married 
Lydia  Shuler,  removed  to  the  West,  and  nothing  is 
known  of  his  descendants.  Christina  married  Elias 
Weaver,  and  is  grandmother  to  Joseph  Weaver,  who 
resides  near  Emaus.  Catharine  married  Casper 
Wieder,  and  is  grandmother  to  Edwin  E.  Wieder,  of 
Emaus,  and  Mrs.  Abraham  Schafier,  of  Limeport. 
Eve  married  John  Weaver,  and  is  grandmother  to 
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William  H.  Weaver,  of  Coopersburg,  Job  AVeaver,  of 
Centre  Valley,  and  Ephraim  Weaver,  of  Saucon. 
Elizabeth  married  John  Hottel,  and  is  grandmother 
to  Wilson  and  Benneville  Hottel,  of  Limeport. 

Of  Mathias'  children,  Charles  died  without  issue, 
and  Elizabeth  became  the  wife  of  Jacob  Ritter,  and 
after  his  death  of  Solomon  Wieder.  Of  Peter's  chil- 
dren, David  resides  in  Emaua,  and  Elizabeth  married 
John  H.  Bernd.  Of  Henry's  children,  Thomas  mar- 
ried Hannah  Wieder,  and  is  the  father  of  J.  Adam 
and  Charles  Egner,  of  Limeport ;  Daniel  Egner,  of 
Locust  Valley;  Ambrose  Egner,  of  Philadelphia; 
Mrs.  Solomon  Weaver,  of  Allentown ;  Mrs.  C.  H. 
Blank,  of  Coopersburg ;  and  Mrs.  Charles  B.  Schneider, 
of  Saucon.  Sarah  married  Durse  Rudy,  and  is  the 
mother  of  Professor  Charles  Rudy,  of  Paris,  France, 
and  Mrs.  Peter  Gross,  of  Slatington.  Catharine  mar- 
ried John  Horlocher,  and  resides  in  Allentown  ;  Es- 
ther died  unmarried;  Elizabeth  married  Solomon 
Gangawai-e,  and  after  his  death  Nathan  Rau ;  she 
resides  at  Limeport ;  and  Judith  married  Jacob 
Michael,  and  resides  in  Allentown.  Of  John's  chil- 
dren, Jesse  married  Esther  Koehler,  and  left  no  issue. 
Samuel  first  married  Theresa  Stabler,  and  had  a 
daughter,  Angelina,  now  Mrs.  Francis  Schwartz,  who 
resides  near  Emaus.  After  the  death  of  his  first  wife 
he  married  Sarah  Lynn,  and  again  had  a  daughter, 
Henrietta,  now  Mrs.  William  Dech,  of  Bucks  County. 
Leah  married  David  Engleman,  and  resides  at  Lime- 
port; Judith  married  Jonathan  Smith,  and  is  the 
mother  of  Mrs.  Charles  Michael,  of  Allentown ;  Anna 
married  David  Erdman,  and  resides  near  Quaker- 
town  ;  and  Mary  married  Abraham  Heller,  and  re- 
sides in  Upper  Saucon.  Daniel's  children  both  re- 
side in  Emaus.  Hannah  is  the  wife  of  Charles  Kidd. 
George  Reinhardt  (Reinhart,  or  Reinhard),  a  Pala- 
tinate, arrived  in  this  country  Aug.  28,  1750.  Some 
time  thereafter  he  settled  on  the  farm  now  owned  by 
Jacob  Solliday,  in  Upper  Saucon.  He  had  three  chil- 
dren,— Heinrich,  Andreas,  and  a  daughter,  whose 
name  we  cannot  ascertain ;  the  latter  married  a  Mr. 
Rehs  and  removed  to  Bucks  County.  Andrew  re- 
moved to  Albany  township,  Berks  County,  where  his 
descendants  still  reside.  Heinrich  settled  on  his 
father's  homestead,  and  had  nine  children,  viz. : 
John  George,  Andrew,  Jacob,  Solomon,  Henry, 
Abraham,  Catharine,  Elizabeth,  and  Hannah.  Of 
these,  Andrew  married  Elizabeth  Shafier,  and  is  the 
father  of  James  and  John  Reinhard,  who  reside  in 
Upper  Saucon ;  John  George  was  the  father  of  the 
late  Elias  Reinhard,  and  grandfather  to  Dr.  Wilson 
J.  Reinhard  ;  Solomon  is  the  father  of  George  Rein- 
hard, who  resides  at  Locust  Valley ;  Abraham  is  the 
father  of  Edward  Reinhard,  who  resides  near  Dillin- 
gersville.  The  descendants  of  all  the  others  seem  to 
have  left  the  township  long  ago,  and  cannot  therefore 
be  traced. 

Daniel  Cooper,  born  at  Dillenburg,  in  the  duchy 
of  Nassau,  March  31,  1762,  arrived  in  this  country 


about  1770.  He  located  in  Goshenhoppen  in  the 
present  limits  of  Montgomery  County.  On  Nov.  3, 
1778,  he  married  Elizabeth  Gery,  daughter  of  Jacob 
Gery,  of  Goshenhoppen,  and  soon  after  removed  to 
Upper  Saucon.  After  settling  here  he  was  followed 
to  this  country  by  his  parents,  Wilhelm  Cooper,  born 
Aug.  24,  1722,  and  Gertrude  Cooper,  born  Sept.  12, 
1724.  Daniel  had  ten  children,  viz. :  Jacob,  John, 
Peter,  William,  Charles,  Daniel,  Catharine,  Elizabeth, 
and  two  others  who  died  in  infancy.  Of  these,  Jacob 
removed  to  Philadelphia  in  his  youth,  engaged  in 
mercantile  enterprises,  which  rendered  frequent  trips 
to  New  Orleans  necessary ;  died  of  yellow  fever  on  one 
of  these  trips,  and  was  buried  in  the  ocean.  He  left 
an  only  son.  Dr.  Daniel  Cooper,  who  located  in  Leb- 
anon County.  John  died  in  1847,  leaving  an  only 
daughter,  Fayetta,  who  married  Elias  Nitrauer,  and 
resides  in  Upper  Saucon.  Peter,  born  Dec.  26,  1790, 
married  Susanna  Buchecker,  daughter  of  Daniel 
Buchecker,  died  May  19,  1837,  leaving  four  children, 
viz. :  Milton,  Charles  W.,  Esq.,  Dr.  Thomas  B.,  and 
Anna  Matilda.  William  removed  to  Schuylkill  County 
in  youth,  and  nothing  is  known  of  his  descendants. 
Daniel  married  Sarah  Ott,  died  in  April,  1864,  leaving 
several  children,  none  of  whom  reside  in  the  township 
or  vicinity.  Charles  died  in  youth,  and  without  issue. 
Catharine  married  Jacob  Seider,  and  is  the  grand- 
mother of  Mrs.  Edwin  Kline,  of  Allentown ;  and  Eliza- 
beth married  Abraham  Slifer,  and  removed  to  Flour- 
town,  Montgomery  Co.,  where  she  died  in  June,  1867. 
Of  Peter's  children,  Milton  resides  in  Coopersburg, 
Charles  W.  in  Allentown ;  Thomas  B.  married  C.  Ela- 
mina  Shantz,  and  died  in  1862,  leaving  seven  children, 
viz. :  Tilghman  S.,  Thomas  E.,  Amanda,  and  Matilda, 
who  reside  in  Coopersburg;  Alice,  the  wife  of  Jose- 
phus  Lynn,  of  Freemansburg ;  Llewellen,  and  Oscar, 
the  two  latter  of  whom  died  in  youth.  Wilhelm  Cooper 
died  Jan.  23,  1809,  and  Gertrude,  his  wife,  April  21, 
1812.  They  also  had  a  daughter,  Catharine,  born 
Jan.  28, 1765.  She  became  the  wife  of  Jacob  Berger. 
After  the  death  of  his  first  wife,  Daniel  Cooper  (the 
elder)  married  Margaret  Brunner,  widow  of  John 
Brunner. 

John  George  Blank,  the  ancestor  of  the  Blank  family, 
was  born  in  1729,  and  died  in  1799.  He  came  to 
Saucon  (whence  we  know  not)  about  1750,  married 
Elizabeth  Steinmetz,  daughter  of  Valentine  Stein- 
metz,  and  after  the  death  of  his  father-in-law  suc- 
ceeded to  and  settled  upon  his  estate,  taking  up  his 
residence  on  the  site  of  that  now  occupied  by  John 
H.  Laubach.  How  many  children  he  had  cannot  be 
determined,  but  he  had  at  least  one  son,  also  named 
John  George,  who  had  nine  children,  viz. :  George, 
John,  Jacob,  Abraham,  Charles,  David,  Mary,  Lydia, 
and  Sarah.  Of  these,  George  and  David  died  un- 
married ;  John  married  Esther  Clemmer,  and  had  six 
children, — George  and  Charles  H.,  who  reside  in 
Coopersburg;  Edwin  H.  and  Benjamin,  who  reside  in 
Allentown ;    Eliza    intermarried    with    William    P. 
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Weidner;  and  Elamina  intermarried  with  Simon 
Troxel.  Jacob  married  a  Miss  Hiltenbeutel ;  nothing 
is  known  of  his  descendants.  Abraham  married  Mary 
Bahl,  and  is  the  father  of  Jacob,  John  G.,  and  Abra- 
ham Blank,  who  reside  in  the  township ;  Mrs.  John 
Laubach,  of  Saiicon;  and  Mrs.  John  Metzger,  of  Al- 
lentown.  Charles  married  Priscilla  Fry,  and  resides 
in  Bethlehem ;  Mary  married  Jacob  Bahl,  and  resides 
in  Betlilehem ;  Lydia  married  Nathan  Eberhart, 
and  died  without  issue ;  and  Sarah  married  David 
Schneider,  and  resides  in  Emaus. 
The  ancestor  of  the  Knepley  family  in  the  township 

married  a   daughter  of  Gangwere,  and  settled 

upon  the  tract  so  well  known  as  Knepley's.  Their 
children  all  lived  on  the  homestead  tract  and  died  at 
advanced  ages,  with  the  exception  of  Jacob  and  Mag- 
dalena,  who  died  unmarried.  Hester  died  at  ninety- 
seven  years  of  age,  Melchior  at  eighty-six  years, 
John  at  ninety-seven  years,  Jacob  married,  and  his 
wife  died  early  in  life,  leaving  no  descendant.  He 
died  at  sixty-six  years  of  age.  Peter  was  a  member  of 
the  Legislature  in  1830-31,  and  died  at  eighty-seven 
years  of  age.  Magdalena  became  the  wife  of  Frederick 
Wittman,  and  died  at  eighty-seven  years  of  age. 
Frederick  Wittman  settled  in  Upper  Saucon  before 

1800.      He  married   Magdalena,   daughter   of   

Knepley.  He  died  in  1844,  and  left  four  sons — Joseph, 
Andrew,  Charles,  and  Peter — and  two  daughters, — 
Hester  and  Mary. 

Joseph,  Charles,  and  Peter  now  reside  in  Upper 
Saucon.  Andrew  became  a  surveyor,  lived  in  the 
township  till  1859,  and  removed  to  Allentown,  where 
he  now  lives.  Hester  (Mrs.  Christian  Long)  and 
Mary  reside  in  Bethlehem. 

Geography  and  Statistics.— Upper  Saucon  is 
bounded  on  the  northeast  by  Lower  Saucon,  North- 
ampton Co.,  on  the  southeast  by  Springfield,  Bucks 
Co.,  on  the  southwest  by  Upper  and  Lower  Milford, 
and  on  the  northwest  by  Salisbury.  The  surface  is 
diversified.  On  the  northwest  is  the  Lehigh  or  South 
Mountain.  Entering  the  township  near  its  southern- 
most corner  is  the  Chestnut  Hill  range,  which  divides 
the  southern  part  into  two  water-sheds,  each  of  which 
is  drained  by  a  branch  of  Saucon  Creek ;  but  as  the 
latter  range  runs  out  near  the  centre  of  the  township, 
there  is  from  thence  but  one  water-shed,  and  the  two 
branches  of  the  creek  unite.  One  branch  of  Saucon 
Creek  enters  the  township  at  Limeport,  the  other  at 
Coopersburg.  It  flows  out  near  Spring  Valley.  The 
township  abounds  in  iron,  limestone,  and  zinc.  Its 
vegetable  productions  are  wheat,  rye,  corn,  oats,  pota- 
toes, tobacco,  and  the  various  kinds  of  fruits  and  garden 
vegetables  incident  to  the  latitude.  The  assessed  valu- 
ation of  property  in  the  township  is  nearly  two  millions 
of  dollars.  According  to  the  several  census  reports 
the  population  was  as  follows  :  In  1820, 1642  ;  in  1880, 
1906;  in  1840,  2072;  in  1850,  2872;  in  1860,  2943;  in 
1870,  3487;  and  in  1880,  3224.  (The  apparent  re- 
duction in  the  latter  year  is  accounted  for  by  the  in- 


corporation of  Coopersburg,  which  now  forms  a  sepa- 
rate district.)  There  were,  in  1880,  1156  taxables  in 
the  township,  of  whom  585  were  freeholders,  406  ten- 
ants, and  165  single  men. 

The  township  contains  five  villages,  viz. .  Centre 
Valley,  Friedensville,  Locust  Valley,  Spring  Valley, 
and  Colesville.  Limeport  is  on  the  dividing  line 
between  Saucon  and  Lower  Milford. 

Post-offices  were  established  as  follows :  what  is 
now  the  Centre  Valley  post-office  was  established 
Nov.  27,  1827,  under  the  name  of  Fryburg.  This 
name  was  changed  to  Coopersburg  June  25,  1832. 
The  office  was  removed  to  and  named  Centre  Valley 
June  9,  1849.  Saucon  Valley  post-office  was  estab- 
lished Aug.  25,  1841,  and  discontinued  July  16,  1861. 
It  was  held  at  the  present  residence  of  Peter  Witt- 
man. Friedensville  post-office  was  established  Feb. 
16,  1843  ;  the  present  Coopersburg  post-office,  Feb. 
8,  1850  ;  Lanark,  July  25,  1862 ;  and  Locust  Valley, 
Feb.  4,  1863. 

There  are  now  in  the  township  seven  hotels,  eight 
stores,  eleven  mills,  six  saw-mills,  one  tannery,  pne 
foundry,  one  carriage-factory,  three  marble-yards,  two 
coal-yards,  and  two  brick -yards. 

The  laws  were  administered  and  the  peace  upheld  in 
the  township  since  1840 '  by  the  following  justices  of 
the  peace  : 

Andrew  K.  Wittman,  commissioned  1840-45;  Philip  Person,  1840; 
Cbarles  E.  Christ,  1846 ;  Joshua  Fry,  1850 ;  Charles  W.  Cooper,  1850, 
1865;  George  Blank,  1865,  1860,  1865, 1870;  Henry  B.  Person,  1856, 
1861, 1866, 1871 ;  William  H.Snyder,  1875, 1880;  George  W.Brinker, 
1876, 1881. 

Among  the  citizens  of  the  township  who  served  in 
public  positions  above  those  of  township  offices  we 
know  of  the  following:  Joseph  Fry,  in  the  State 
Legislature,  Constitutional  Convention  of  1837-88, 
and  in  Congress ;  Jacob  Erdman,  in  the  State  Legis- 
lature, Congress,  and  as  associate  judge ;  Dr.  Thomas 
B.  Cooper,  in  Congress ;  Dr.  Jesse  Samuels,  as  pro- 
thonotary  and  in  the  State  Legislature ;  Peter  Cooper, 
as  deputy  surveyor-general ;  John  Philip  Wint,  Wil- 
liam Stehr,  Joshua  Fry,  and  Frank  B.  Heller,  in  the 
State  Legislature;  Henry  B.  Person,  as  commis- 
sioner; and  George  Blank,  as  county  surveyor. 

Miscellaneous  Notes.— In  1748,  David  Owen,  of 
Upper  Saucon,  applied  for  and  was  granted  a  license 
to  open  a  tavern.  Where  this  primitive  hostelry 
stood  cannot  now  be  definitely  determined,  but  as 
he  is  known  then  to  have  resided  on  the  farm  now 
owned  by  the  heirs  of  Abraham  Heller,  deceased,  and 
as  he  is  not  known  to  have  otvned  any  other  improved 
land  in  the  township  at  the  time,  it  is  pretty  safe  to 
assume  that  it  was  located  here,  and  that  it  stood  on 
the  site  now  occupied  by  the  tenant-house  on  said 
farm. 

About  1750,  George  Bachman  opened  a  hotel, 
known  as  the  "  Seven  Star,"  on  the  site  of  the  present 

1  The  names  of  the  justices  prior  to  1840  are  found  elsewhere  in  this 
work. 
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Eagle  Hotel,  in  Coopersburg.  Heller's  tavern  was 
opened  by  a  Mr.  Keimly  about  the  beginning  of  the 
present  century.  About  the  same  time  another  was 
opened  on  the  site  of  the  present  residence  of  Wil- 
liam P.  Wiedner,  by  Jacob  Seider.  This  was  discon- 
tinued about  1831,  and  the  Centre  Valley  Hotel  took 
its  place.  The  Colesville  Hotel  was  opened  in  1815, 
by  Philip  Bahl. 

Peter  Knepley  opened  a  store  in  the  hall  of  Hel- 
ler's tavern  soon  after  its  erection.  Solomon  Keck 
another,  in  Coopersburg,  in  1820,  and  John  Seider, 
about  the  same  time,  a  third,  opposite  Seider's  school- 
house.  Another  store,  and  very  probably  the  first  in 
the  township,  was  held  on  the  site  of  the  present 
residence  of  Aaron  N.  Laros. 

George  Yewitz  appears  to  have  been  the  owner  of 
a  mill  which  stood  on  the  site  now  occupied  by  Geis- 
singer's,  at  Centre  Valley,  prior  to  1752,  and  Henry 
Kooken  built  a  grist-  and  saw-mill  on  the  site  now 
occupied  by  Dillinger's  mill  prior  to  1773.  David 
Owen  operated  a  saw-mill  and  hat-factory  on  the  site 
of  Mast's  aaw-mill  about  the  middle  of  the  eigh- 
teenth century. 

John  Philip  Wint  operated  a  tannery  on  the  farm 
now  owned  by  Wainfield  Stephens.  Andreas  Kurtz 
another,  on  the  farm  now  owned  by  Peter  Hottle  and 
Andreas  Wint;  a  third,  on  the  site  of  the  present 
residence  of  Jonathan  Schwartz,  in  Centre  Valley. 
All  of  these  were  erected  prior  to  the  close  of  the 
eighteenth  century.  A  fourth  tannery  was  located 
in  Coopersburg,  and  a  fifth  in  Locust  Valley;  all 
these,  with  the  exception  of  that  at  Locust  Valley, 
are  discontinued. 

Old  cemeteries  are  known  to  be  situated  on  farms 
now  owned  by  Joseph  Wittman,  John  J.  Trexler, 
■  Peter  M.  Sell,  Peter  B.  Sell,  James  Reinhard,  Nathan 
Weaver,  Solomon  Hartman,  and  Solomon  Mory. 
Some  of  these  are  entirely  obliterated,  others  in 
ruins,  while  one  {that  at  Solomon  Hartman's)  is  sur- 
rounded by  a  substantial  wall,  and  some  of  the  graves 
are  marked  by  neat  tombstones. 

The  Borough  of  Coopersburg.— Fryburg  (as  the 
place  was  originally  called)  rose  to  the  dignity  of  a 
country  village  about  1818.  At  that  time  a  post- 
office  was  established  here,  with  David  Roth  as  post- 
master ;  but  the  place  seems  to  have  been  too  small 
for  such  an  institution,  as  we  find  it  discontinued  soon 
after,  not  to  be  again  established  until  1827.  The 
village  hotel,  then  kept  by  Joseph  Fry,  was  the. junc- 
tion of  the  two  stage-lines  from  Allentown  and  Beth- 
lehem to  Philadelphia.  It  was  also  the  first  stopping- 
place  of  the  farmers  from  the  upper  sections  of  Le- 
high County  on  their  way  to  Philadelphia  with  their 
produce ;  thirty  or  forty  teams  in  the  yard  during  a 
night  was  not  an  unusual  occurrence. 

On  June  25, 1832,  the  name  of  the  village  and  post- 
office  was  changed  to  Coopersburg,  after  Peter  Cooper, 
who  then  seems  to  have  been  a  very  prominent  man. 
From  this  time  it  grew  the  growth  of  an  ordinary 


country  village,  until  Dec.  2,  1879,  when  it  was  in- 
corporated as  a  borough,  upon  the  petition  of  John 
S.  Stephens,  George  Blank,  George  W.  Heaney, 
Henry  T.  Trumbauer,  Samuel  Y.  Kern,  Jacob  An- 
stett,  Frank  K.  Haring,  Israel  R.  Parker,  Milton 
Cooper,  Peter  Brunner,  Sylvester  Clewell,  Henry 
Barndt,  William  H.  Bairn,  John  Fluck,  David  Bar- 
ron, Thomas  E.  Cooper,  C.  Elamina  Cooper,  Amanda 
M.  Cooper,  Jacob  Shaffer,  John  A.  Laros,  Tilghman 
S.  Cooper,  William  H.  Brader,  M.  H.  Boye,  Peter 
Eckert,  William  Jordan,  Thomas  Weaver,  Samuel 
Furry,  Genaah  Jordan,  Samuel  K.  Eichelberger, 
William  T.  Trumbauer,  James  T.  Blank,  Amos 
Haring,  and  Daniel  Shaffer.  The  first  election  for 
borough  officers  was  held  Feb.  17,  1880,  and  resulted 
in  the  election  of  the  following  officers,  viz. :  Burgess, 
John  S.  Stephens;  Town  Council,  Milton  Cooper, 
Frank  K.  Haring,  Dr.  J.  A.  Laros,  Samuel  G.  Kern, 
Daniel  Shaffer,  and  Joel  Ritter;  Justices  of  the 
Peace,  George  Blank  and  T.  S.  Cooper ;  School  Di- 
rectors, Dr.  H.  T.  Trumbauer,  Henry  K.  Landis, 
Charles  Ott,  Genaah  Jordan,  Jacob  Shaff"er,  and 
Abraham  Geissinger;  Constable,  Thomas  Stephens; 
Judge  of  Election,  William  H.  Baim ;  Inspectors, 
Allen  H.  Ott  and  Jeremiah  Landis ;  Assessor,  Aaron 
H.  Hackman  ;  Auditor,  Charles  Haring. 

The  borough  contains  an  area  of  three  hundred 
and  sixteen  acres,  and  (according  to  the  census  of 
1880)  a  population  of  three  hundred  and  ninety-two 
inhabitants. 

There  are  now  in  the  borough  two  hotels,  four 
general  stores,  a  drug-store,  a  bank,  three  carriage- 
works,  an  Odd-Fellows'  hall,  a  stock-farm,  a  mill,  two 
flour-  and  feed-stores,  a  coal-  and  lumber-yard,  a 
butter-  and  cheese-factory,  a  furniture-store,  a  shoe- 
store,  a  stove-  and  tin-ware-store,  a  handle-factory,  a 
millinery-store,  two  tailor  shops,  two  saddleries,  a 
watchmaker's  shop,  a  cigar  factory,  a  wheelwright- 
shop,  a  sewing-machine  office,  two  blacksmith-shops, 
two  shoemakers'  shops,  and  a  butcher-shop. 

The  borough  with  the  surrounding  county  main- 
tains a  place  of  religious  worship  in  a  public  room  in 
the  Odd-Fellows'  hall,  two  schools,  a  Mason's  lodge, 
an  Odd-Fellows'  lodge,  an  encampment  of  Patriarchs, 
and  a  cornet  band. 

The  Zinc-Mines  at  Friedensville.— The  discovery 
of  zinc  at  Friedensville  (like  many  another  important 
discovery)  is  generally  accredited  to  the  one  who  first 
made  it  known  rather  than  to  the  real  discoverer.  The 
following  develops  the  true  process  of  its  discovery,  and 
will  serve  to  place  the  honor  where  the  honor  is  due. 
On  the  west  side  of  the  road  leading  from  Friedens- 
ville to  Bethlehem,  at  a  distance  of  about  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  perches  from  the  base  of  the  Lehigh 
Mountain,  in  the  middle  of  a  field  fertile  and  pro- 
ductive in  every  other  part,  there  was  a  depression 
resembling  in  shape  a  large  bowl,  about  three  hun- 
dred feet  in  diameter,  and  about  twelve  feet  in  depth. 
On  this  spot,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  sickly  weeds. 
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no  vegetation  would  grow.  This  sterility  was  at- 
tributed by  many  to  the  presence  of  mineral  sub- 
stances in  the  soil  deleterious  to  plant-life,  but  beyond 
this  no  one  ventured.  The  place  was  visited  by  one 
of  the  State  geologists,  but  he  made  no  report  of  his 
observations.  On  the  edge  of  the  hollow  a  number 
of  bowlders,  resembling  limestone,  projected  from  the 
surface.  These  Mr.  Ueberroth,  the  owner  of  the  land, 
attempted  to  convert  into  lime  by  the  usual  process, 
but  failed,  the  whole  mass  melting  together  in  the  kiln. 
After  this  the  place  was  made  a  repository  for  rubbish 
and  the  stones  picked  from  the  farm,  and  so  it  remained 
until  1845,  when  Mr.  Andrew  K.  Wittman  was  called 
as  surveyor  to  trace  a  line  between  lands  of  Mr. 
Ueberroth  and  one  of  his  neighbors.  While  thus  en- 
gaged his  attention  was  attracted  to  these  bowlders, 
and  he  took  pieces  of  them  along  home  to  add  to  a 
collection  of  minerals  he  was  then  forming.  Taking 
much  interest  in  minerals,  and  being  of  an  investi- 
gating turn,  he  resolved  upon  a  test  of  his  recently- 
acquired  specimen,  resorting  first  to  the  blowpipe,  then 
to  acids,  and  finally  to  the  crucible.  By  the  latter 
process  he  succeeded  in  obtaining  about  two  ounces  of 
metal,  which,  from  his  knowledge  of  metals,  he  knew 
to  be  zinc.  On  the  following  day  he  met  Mr.  Ueber- 
roth, told  him  of  his  discovery,  and  gave  him  a  por- 
tion of  the  metal.  On  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day 
Ueberroth  visited  Bethlehem,  and  stopped  at  Leipert's 
Hotel,  where  he  exhibited  his  metal  to  some  friends. 
Among  the  sojourners  at  the  hotel  at  the  time  was 
Professor  T.  H.  Eoepper,  who  overheard  the  conver- 
sation between  Ueberroth  and  his  friends,  saw  the 
metal,  and  lost  no  time  in  proceeding  to  Friedensville 
and  getting  a  supply  of  ore,  of  which  he  soon  suc- 
ceeded in  making  brass  by  mixing  it  with  copper. 
Roepper  then  went  to  Philadelphia,  made  the  dis- 
covery known,  and  has  since  been  accredited  with  it 
by  nearly  every  one  who  undertook  to  write  about  it, 
while  Mr.  Wittman,  the  real  discoverer,  has  hardly 
been  noticed  or  mentioned  by  any. 

After  this,  timid  efforts  at  mining  the  ore  and  re- 
ducing it  to  metal  were  made  by  various  parties,  but 
with  little  success  until  1855,  when  the  Pennsylvania 
and  Lehigh  Zinc  Company  was  incorporated,  with  a 
capital  of  $1,000,000,  works  erected,  and  mining  and 
manufacturing  pushed  with  vigor.  Up  to  1859  the 
product  of  the  mines  was  converted  into  white  zinc 
paint,  or  oxide  of  zinc,  exclusively.  In  1859  the  man- 
ufacture of  metallic  zinc  by  the  Belgian  method  was 
begun,  and  in  1865  a  rolling-mill  for  the  manufacture 
of  sheet-zinc  was  added. 

The  ore  consists  principally  of  silicate  of  zinc,  but 
large  masses  of  carbonate  of  zinc  are  also  found,  and 
both  are  of  superior  quality.  It  is  found  in  small 
veins  mingled  with  clay  in  the  cavities  of  the  magne- 
sian  limestone,  which  is  the  prevailing  rock,  and  also 
in  large  masses  of  thousands  of  tons.  As  high  as 
seventeen  thousand  tons  of  ore  have  been  raised  in  a 
single  year,  and  the  only  drawback  to  the  more  suc- 


cessful prosecution  of  the  work  that  has  thus  far  pre- 
sented itself  is  the  large  quantity  of  water  that  accu- 
mulates in  the  mines.  Various  pumping  engines  were 
introduced  from  time  to  time,  but  none  that  was  equal 
to  the  work  assigned  to  it  until  1872,  when  "The 
President,"  a  mammoth  engine,  was  erected  and  put 
in  operation,  and  which  realized  in  a  full  measure  the 
expectations  of  the  company,  as  it  easily  and  speedily 
rid  the  mines  of  water.  As  this  is  the  largest  engine  in 
the  world,  a  description  of  it  may  not  be  uninteresting. 
It  is  a  vertical  condensing  engine,  ten  feet  stroke, 
with  a  cylinder  of  cast  iron  one  hundred  and  ten 
inches  in  diameter,  and  weighing  forty  tons.  It  has 
two  fly-wheels  thirty-five  feet  in  diameter,  weighing 
ninety-two  tons  apiece,  four  walking-beams  weighing 
twenty-four  tons  apiece,  twenty-six  other  pieces 
weighing  over  seven  tons  apiece,  while  the  nut,  made  of 
steel,  which  secures  the  piston-rod  to  the  cross-head, 
weighs  eleven  hundred  pounds.  The  total  weight 
of  the  engine  is  six  hundred  and  sixty-seven  tons. 
Sixteen  boilers  supply  the  steam  for  it ;  it  has  three 
thousand  three  hundred  horse-power,  and  is  capable 
of  raising  seventeen  thousand  gallons  of  water  per 
minute  from  a  depth  of  two  hundred  and  twenty  feet. 

Here  we  will  draw  the  line  and  conclude  our  labors 
upon  the  history  of  Upper  Saucon.  That  it  is  com- 
plete or  perfect  we  dare  not  claim,  but  we  do  claim 
that  everything  it  contains  is  authentic  and  based  upon 
the  best  information  that  was  accessible  to  us.  Re- 
course has  been  had  to  public  and  private  libraries, 
the  land-office,  private,  church,  and  public  records, 
titles,  and  other  legal  documents,  patriarchal  memo- 
ries and  recollections,  old  newspapers,  tombstones,  and 
traditions.  Some  of  the  details  it  contains  may  to 
some  minds  seem  out  of  place  in  an  historical  work, 
but  it  must  be  remembered  that  the  statistics  of  to-day 
will  be  history  ten  years  hence.  Many  of  the  facts 
recorded  may  seem  trivial  or  tediously  minute  to  the 
general  reader,  and  yet  such  facts  have  a  local  interest, 
and  for  that  reason  have  been  inserted.  In  its  prep- 
aration material  information  was  derived  from  Davis' 
"  History  of  Bucks  County,"  Henry's  "  History  of  the 
Lehigh  Valley,"  and  "  Rupp's  Collections,"  kind  as- 
sistance rendered  by  Messrs.  George  Blank  and  Charles 
T.  Yeager,  Revs.  R.  C.  Weaver  and  William  Rath, 
and  many  others,  who  furnished  information  or  per- 
mitted the  examination  of  their  private  records  and 
papers.  To  all  these  our  most  grateful  acknowledg- 
ments are  tendered. 


BIOGRAPHICAL    SKETCHES. 


MARTIN  II.  BOYE,  M.D.,  A.M.,   Chemist  and  Geologist, 

M.A.P.S.,  etc. 

Martin  H.  Boy6  (Hans  Martin  Boye)  was  born  in 

Copenhagen,  Denmark,  Dec.  6,   1812.      His  father, 

Mark  Boye,  chemist,  proprietor  of  a  large  pharma- 


^.  ^^. 


UPPER   SAUCON    TOWNSHIP. 


441 


ceutical  establishment,  and  for  many  years  superin- 
dent  of  the  Royal  Porcelain  Manufactory  in  Copen- 
hagen, gave  to  his  son,  Martin,  a  (.■omplete  classical 
education  in  Borgerdydskolen,  a  famous  Latin  school, 
from  which  he  was  admitted  to  the  University  of 
Copenhagen  by  Examen  Ariium  in  1831.  Here  he 
attended  the  general  course  of  university  lectures, 
and  passed  with  distinction  Examen  Philologicum  et 
Philosophicum.  At  that  time  chemistry  was  not 
taught  in  the  university  course,  but  while  attending 
on  a  sick  brother  he  accidentally  obtained  one  of  his 
brother's  books,  an  elementary  work  on  chemistry,  by 
which  he  became  so  much  infatuated  with  this  science 
that  he  shut  himself  up  in  his  room,  and  for  days  and 
nights  did  nothing  but  read  and  experiment.  Soon 
afterwards  he  entered  the  Polytechnic  School,  study- 
ing analytical  chemistry  and  physics  under  Oersted, 
Zeise,  and  Forchhammer,  and  graduated  from  that 
institution  in  1835.  In  1836  he  left  Copenhagen  for 
New  York,  where  he  remained  for  some  time,  and 
observed  with  much  interest  the  great  financial  crisis 
of  1837.  The  same  year  he  went  to  Philadelphia, 
and  making  the  acquaintance  of  Dr.  Robert  Hare, 
Professor  of  Chemistry  in  the  Medical  Department  of 
the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  he  became  so  much 
interested  in  his  laboratory  and  his  superior  chemical 
apparatus  for  illustrating  his  lectures  with  brilliant 
display  and  on  a  large  scale,  that  he  attended  these 
lectures  during  the  winter  of  1837-38,  assisting  him 
at  the  same  time  in  his  chemical  investigations  in  his 
laboratory.  During  leisure  hours  he  also,  with  Dr. 
Furman  Leaming,  translated  into  English  several 
essays  on  belles-lettres  and  chemical  subjects.  In 
1838  he  received  an  appointment  as  assistant  geolo- 
gist and  chemist  in  the  first  geological  survey  of  Penn- 
sylvania under  Professor  Henry  D.  Rogers,  and  to 
become  better  acquainted  with  the  general  super- 
structure of  the  strata  of  the  Appalachian  series  and 
the  adjoining  Mesozoic  formation,  accompanied  Pro- 
fessor Rogers  on  a  tour  from  Philadelphia  to  and 
through  the  anthracite  coal  regions.  On  this  trip  the 
party  was  joined  by  the  noted  Canadian  refugee,  Dr. 
Pappenheim.  At  Mauch' Chunk  they  were  conducted 
to  the  "  summit  mines"  by  Mr.  David  Thomas,  who  had 
not  long  before  arrived  from  Wales  to  start  and  super- 
intend the  smelting  of  iron  by  anthracite  coal.  The 
excursion  was  made  on  the  gravity  railroad,  the  sec- 
ond oldest  railroad  in  this  country  (now  known  as 
the  Switchback),  on  which,  at  that  time,  the  loaded 
coal-cars  descended  by  their  own  weight,  the  last  car 
of  the  train  being  occupied  by  the  mules,  which  were 
to  draw  the  empty  cars  back  to  the  mine.  Mr.  Boye 
had  subsequently  assigned  to  him  the  exploration  of 
the  South  Mountain  or  Lehigh  Hills,  which,  as  a  con- 
tinuation of  the  New  Jersey  highlands,  extend  from 
Easton  to  Reading,  through  the  counties  of  North- 
ampton, Lehigh,  and  Berks,  and  the  mapping  down 
of  the  boundary  lines  of  the  different  geological  for- 
mations of  which  they  consist  and  with  which  they 


are  in  contact.  This  work  was  in  part  performed 
during  the  intense  political  excitement  attending  the 
gubernatorial  contest  between  Ritner  and  Porter  in 
these  counties,  particularly  in  Berks.  In  the  subse- 
quent years  (1839  and  1840)  his  duties  were  confined 
to  analyzing,  in  conjunction  with  Dr.  Robert  E. 
Rogers  and  Professor  James  B.  Rogers,  the  different 
limestones,  coals,  iron  ores,  etc.,  for  the  geological 
survey,  all  of  which  have  been  published  in  the  re- 
ports. In  the  summer  of  1841  he  resumed  field-work, 
examining  the  bituminous  coal-regions  along  the  Kis- 
kiminetas  and  Alleghany  Rivers  and  the  Beaver  Creek. 
During  this  period  he  also  found  time  to  engage  in 
original  chemical  researches,  and  in  1839-40,  in  con- 
junction with  Professor  Henry  D.  Rogers,  discovered  a 
new  compound  of  chloride  of  platinum  withbinoxide 
of  nitrogen,  and  determined,  by  analysis,  its  composi- 
tion, which  being  communicated  in  a  paper  read  before 
the  American  Philosophical  Society,  he  was,  in  Jan- 
uary, 1840,  elected  a  member  of  that  body.  In  April 
following  he  assisted  in  the  formation  and  organiza- 
tion in  Philadelphia  of  the  Association  of  American 
Geologists,  which  afterwards  became  the  American 
Association  for  the  Advancement  of  Science.  In  the 
summer  of  the  same  year,  together  with  J.  I.  Clark 
Hare  (now  Judge  Hare),  lie  discovered  the  first  of 
those  violently  explosive  substances  which,  since  the 
discovery  of  nitro-glycerine,  have  received  such  ex- 
tensive and  varied  practical  applications.  This  sub- 
stance was  perchloric  ether  (see  vol.  viii.  page  1  of  the 
Transactions  of  the  American  Philosophical  Society), 
and  Mr.  Boy§  was  so  much  impressed  by  its  immense 
explosive  force  that  he  at  once  foresaw  the  practical 
uses  to  which  such  substances  could  be  applied,  and 
in  1842  communicated  to  the  above-mentioned  society 
the  causes  of  this  immense  power,  which  in  the  case 
of  perchloric  ether  he  proved  to  exceed  by  ten  times 
that  of  gunpowder  (see  Proceedings  of  the  American 
Philosophical  Society,  vol.  ii.  page  203) ;  but  although 
he  found  a  remedy  against  its  unexpected  explosion 
by  dilution,  he  considered  the  danger  attending  its 
manufacture  and  manipulation  too  great  to  expect  it 
to  be  used  for  general  purposes. 

In  1842-44  he  attended  the  regular  course  of  med- 
ical lectures  at  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
besides  the  ordinary  hospital  attendance  he  also — in 
the  summer  of  1843 — attended  the  private  clinic  of 
Dr.  William  Pepper  at  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital, 
occupying  himself  with  the  chemical  examination  of 
some  of  the  secretions  of  his  patients,  and,  among 
other  things,  proved  the  existence  and  determined 
the  quantity  of  urea  in  the  blood  and  serum  of  one  of 
his  patients,  who  died  of  a  kidney  affection  after 
lying  for  some  time  in  a  comatose  state.  On  the  occa- 
sion of  the  celebration  of  the  hundredth  anniversary  of 
the  American  Philosophical  Society  he  read  a  paper 
"  On  the  Conversion  of  Benzoic  into  Hippuric  Acid," 
by  James  C.  Booth  and  M.  H.  BoyS.  On  his  gradua- 
tion as  Doctor  of  Medicine  he  at  the  same  time  had 
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conferred  on  him  by  the  collegiate  department  of  the 
university  the  honorary  degree  of  Master  of  Arts. 
Owing,  however,  to  his  constant  scientific  engage- 
ments he  never  pursued  the  practice  of  medicine. 

In  1842  he  had  entered  into  a  partnership  with  Pro- 
fessor James  C.  Booth  to  conduct  a  laboratory  for 
analyses  and  instruction  in  practical  and  analytical 
chemistry,  which  was  continued  by  himself  after  the 
dissolution  of  the  partnership.  During  that  time  he 
wrote  for  Booth's  "Chemical  Encyclopsedia,"  among 
other  articles,  that  on  "  Analysis,"  and  performed  a 
number  of  scientific  analyses,  among  them  the  first  ever 
made  of  the  Schuylkill  water;  of  the  Bittern  of  a 
saline  on  the  Kiskiminetas,  near  Freeport,  Pa.,  con- 
taining iodine;  of  a  magnetic  iron  pyrites  containing 
nickel,  from  Gap  Mine,  Lancaster  Co.,  Pa. 

In  1845  he  was  elected  professor  of  Natural  Philos- 
ophy and  Chemistry  in  the  Central  High  School  of 
Philadelphia,  which  position  he  held  till  February, 
1859.  While  there  he  wrote  a  treatise  on  "Pneu- 
matics, or  the  Physics  of  Gases"  (published  in  1856), 
and  also  a  small  introductory  treatise  on  "  Chemistry, 
or  the  Physics  of  Atoms,"  and  delivered  public  lec- 
tures on  the  electro-magnetic  telegraph  and  on 
natural  philosophy  and  chemistry  in  general. 

Great  interest  having  been  manifested  in  the  pro- 
duction and  use  of  the  oil  contained  in  cotton-seed, 
a  friend,  Mr.  George  T.  Lewis,  of  the  well-known 
firm  of  John  T.  Lewis  &  Brother,  presented  him,  in 
1845,  with  some  specimens  of  it.  In  its  crude  state 
it  was  of  a  dark-red  (almost  black)  color,  and  of  a 
thick  consistency,  but  by  experimenting  he  soon — by 
a  chemical  process — produced  a  colorless  and  exceed- 
ingly bland  and  agreeable  oil  of  superior  quality  for 
salad-dressing  and  for  general  cooking  purposes.- 
The  toilet  soap  made  from  it  equaled  if  not  surpassed 
the  best  Castile.  In  1847-48,  with  Mr.  George  T. 
Lewis  and  the  Messrs.  Rodman  and  Joseph  Wharton, 
he  began  on  a  large  scale  the  manufacture  of  the  oil 
from  the  seed  and  its  refinement  by  his  process.  In 
1850,  Dr.  BoyS  made  a  trip  to  Charleston,  S.  C,  with 
a  view  of  interesting  the  capitalists  of  that  place  in 
the  enterprise, — a  most  unpropitious  time,  however, 
for,  although  John  C.  Calhoun  had  just  died,  the 
Charlestonians,  anticipating  already  at  that  early 
period  the  accomplishment  of  their  independence 
from  the  North  and  the  making  of  Charleston  the 
great  emporium  of  the  South,  would  have  nothing  to 
do  with  such  an  undertaking  unless  located  in  their 
midst.  Mainly  for  this  reason  the  project  was  aban- 
doned. Subsequently,  on  the  occasion  of  the  Cen- 
tennial Exposition  of  1876  at  Philadelphia,  Mr. 
Lewis  and  himself,  taking  a  great  interest  in  bringing 
this  subject  of  a  home  product  before  the  public, 
again  manufactured  and  refined  by  the  same  process 
a  quantity  of  the  oil  and  had  it  on  exhibition,  together 
with  specimens  preserved  from  the  manufacture  of 
1848 ;  and  a  full  account  of  the  chemical  process  of 
refining  being  at  the  same  time  submitted  to  the  com- 


mittee, consisting  of  Dr.  Genth,  Professor  Chandler, 
and  other  distinguished  chemists,  a  first  premium  was 
awarded. 

In  1869  impaired  health  induced  him  to  abandon 
his  profession  and  seek  relief  in  rural  occupation. 
He  therefore  removed  to  Lehigh  County,  and  soon 
after  located  on  a  farm  at  Coopersburg,  eight  miles 
south  of  Bethlehem,  on  the  North  Penn  Railroad. 
This  farm  was  in  a  very  neglected  condition,  adjoin- 
ing a  trap-dike,  and  therefore  full  of  stones  and  a 
rank  growth  of  trees  and  shrubs,  so  much  so  that 
when  first  started,  in  1792,  by  Michel  Landes,  a  Men- 
nonite  preacher,  it  was  humorously  said  to  be  "  nix 
wie  Stae  und  Himmel"  ("  nothing  but  stones  and 
heavens").  By  persistent  and  systematic  labor  the 
buildings  have  all  been  rebuilt  or  renewed  and  the 
grounds  cleared,  and  "  Keewaydin"  is  now  a  comfort- 
able country  residence,  with  pure  springs,  lawns, 
meadows,  fields,  woods,  and  a  fine  orchard,  planted 
with  a  view  of  having  an  uninterrupted  succession  of 
choice  fruit. 

In  early  life  Dr.  Boye  took  no  active  part  in  poli- 
tics, having  warm  friends  in  both  parties.  When, 
however,  the  slavery  question  in  the  Territories  be- 
came prominent,  and  Mr.  Van  Buren  advanced  his 
opinion  that  Congress  had  a  constitutional  right  not 
only  to  keep  slavery  out  of  the  Territories,  but  even 
to  abolish  it,  if  expedient,  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 
and  thus  became,  in  1844,  the  Free-Soil  candidate  for 
the  Presidency,  he  gave  that  gentleman  his  vote. 
Afterwards,  when  the  Republican  party,  which  mainly 
originated  from  the  Free-Soil  party,  nominated  John 
C.  Fremont  as  its  Presidential  candidate,  not  having 
suflBcient  confidence  in  his  abilities  under  the  existing 
Conjuncture  of  political  affairs,  he  voted  for  the  can- 
didate from  his  own  State.  For  this  vote  he  always 
expressed  the  greatest  regret,  so  entirely  did  he  dis- 
approve of  Mr.  Buchanan's  subsequent  course  as 
President.  He  was  a  great  admirer  of  Lincoln  and 
a  strong  supporter  of  Garfield.  Though  of  rather  a 
conservative  disposition,  he  is  always  found  on  the 
side  of  progress,  and  is  a  stanch  supporter  of  law  and 
order.  In  the  famous  riots  of  1844  in  Philadelphia 
he  joined  a  number  of  gentlemen  of  standing,  who 
formed  themselves  into  a  military  company,  under 
Horace  Binney,  Jr.,  as  captain,  to  sustain  the  author- 
ities in  restoring  and  preserving  order.  Dr.  BoyS  has 
also  traveled  considerably,  having,  in  1853,  revisited 
Europe  and  lately  made  a  trip  to  the  Pacific,  through 
Colorado,  New  Mexico,  Arizona,  and  California.  He 
is  married  to  a  Philadelphia  lady,  and  has  two  daugh- 
ters, but  had  the  misfortune  of  losing  by  accident  his 
only  son,  a  promising  boy  of  fourteen  years. 


CHRISTIAN   NICHOLAS. 
The  grandparents  of  Mr.  Nicholas  were  Christian 
and  Susan  Nicholas,  who  resided  in  Hancock  town- 
ship, Bucks  Co.,  Pa.    Among  their  children  was  John, 
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who  married  Mary  Long,  daughter  of  Peter  and  Cath- 
erine Long,  of  Durham  township,  in  the  same  county, 
where  they  resided  upon  a  farm.  John  Nicholas  died 
in  1826,  leaving  seven  children,— Peter,  Samuel,  Chris- 
tian, John,  Elias,  Lewis,  and  a  daughter,  Lydia.  The 
widow  and  her  family  were  left  without  means,  and 
Christian,  when  a  mere  lad,  supported  himself  by  labor. 
At  the  age  of  fourteen  he  was  apprenticed  by  his 
mother  to  learn  the  trade  of  a  tailor,  and  remained  four 
years  with  his  employer,  after  which  he  followed  his 
trade  until  1840.  He  married,  the  same  year,  Mrs. 
Eliza  Adams,  daughter  of  John  and  Susan  Riegel  Bitts, 
of  Springfield  township,  Bucks  Co.,  who,  by  a  previous 
marriage,  had  four  children.  Mr.  Nicholas  at  once 
turned  his  attention  to  the  cultivation  of  a  farm  in 
Durham  township,  and  in  1853,  having  met  with  some 
success,  purchased  a  farm  in  Upper  Saucon  township, 
Lehigh  Co.,  to  which  he  removed  the  following  year. 
In  1856  he  began  operations  in  iron  ore  in  Lehigh 
County,  which  business  was  continued  for  twenty 
years,  when  he,  in  1870,  retired  and  removed  to 
Bethlehem,  Pa.  Mrs.  Nicholas  died  in  1877,  when 
Mr.  Nicholas  returned  to  Upper  Saucon  township, 
and,  in  1879,  married  Miss  Sarah  A.,  daughter  of  Sol- 
omon and  Mary  Grismere  Grim,  of  Bethlehem.  Mrs. 
Nicholas,  his  present  wife,  was  born  in  Weissen- 
berg  township,  Lehigh  Co.,  Aug.  9,  1843,  and  resided 
for  many  years  with  her  parents,  her  father,  whose 
birth  occurred  in  1804,  having  been  formerly  a  car- 
penter and  later  a  farmer.     Her  grandparents  were 

Henry  Grim  and  his  wife, Snyder,  who  resided 

in  Upper  Macungie,  on  the  farm  of  her  great-grand- 
father. Mr.  Nicholas  is  in  politics  a  stanch  Repub- 
lican. He  has  been,  since  1837,  a  member  of  the 
Evangelical  Lutheran  Church. 


CHAPTER    XXXIL 

WEISSENBEEG   TOWNSHIP.' 

Topography  and  Present  Condition.— Weissen- 
berg  township  is  situated  in  the  western  part  of 
Lehigh  County.  It  lies  about  northwest  from  the 
city  of  Allentown,  the  eastern  corner  being  about 
twelve  miles  distant  from  that  place,  and  is  bounded 
on  the  northeast  by  Lowhill,  on  the  southeast  by 
Upper  Macungie,  on  the  southwest  by  Berks  County, 
and  on  the  northwest  by  Lynn.  It  is  six  and  a  half 
miles  long  and  five  and  a  half  miles  broad,  and  con- 
tains an  area  of  twenty-one  thousand  one  hundred 
and  twenty  acres.  The  surface  is  hilly  and  broken. 
A  ridge  or  water-shed  extends  in  a  curve  through  the 
township,  dividing  the  waters  of  the  Lehigh  from 
those  of  the  Schuylkill  basin,  about  three-fourths  of 

iBy  Solomon  F.  Eupp  (the  history  of  the  schools  excepted,  which 
was  written  by  his  brother,  Henry  F.  Bapp). 


the  township  being  in  the  former  and  one-fourth  in 
the  latter. 

The  principal  waters  are  the  following,  viz.  . 
SchaefFer's  Run  and  Spring  Creek  in  the  south;  the 
two  forks  of  Haas'  Creek  in  the  east;  Lion  Creek, 
with  its  branches,  Willow  Creek,  Weiss'  Run,  and 
Holben's  Creek,  in  the  centre  and  northeast;  the 
tributaries  of  Sweitzer's  Creek,  named  after  the  set- 
tlers on  the  head-waters,  who  came  from  Switzerland, 
in  the  north  and  northwest;  all  of  which  belong  to 
the  Lehigh  basin;  and  the  Silver  Creek,  with  its 
branches,  forming  the  head-waters  of  Saucon  Creek, 
in  the  west  and  southwest,  in  the  Schuylkill  basin. 
The  township  is  thus  well  watered,  a  spring  of  run- 
ning water  being  found  on  nearly  every  farm. 

The  soil  is  mostly  gravel,  varying  from  light  and 
poor  on  some  of  the  hills  to  a  heavy  and  fertile  sandy 
loam  in  many  of  the  valleys.  Nearly  every  creek  and 
rivulet  is  bordered  by  meadows. 

This  is  almost  entirely  an  agricultural  township. 
The  farms,  varying  in  size  from  a  few  acres  to  several 
hundred,  are  generally  well  cultivated.  A  kind  of 
mixed  husbandry  is  practiced,  and  a  judicious  rota- 
tion of  crops  is  observed.  The  farmers  are  careful  to 
save  all  the  manure  they  can,  and  a  great  amount  of 
lime,  together  with  some  phosphate,  is  applied.  The 
principal  productions  are  rye,  corn,  potatoes,  oats, 
and  wheat.  Some  parts  of  the  township  are  especially 
adapted  to  potato-growing.  Horses,  cattle,  and  hogs 
are  raised  in  numbers,  together  with  some  sheep  and 
poultry.  Bee-keeping  is  also  engaged  in.  Nearly  all 
kinds  of  fruits  common  to  the  temperate  latitude 
flourish  here,  such  as  apples,  cherries,  pears,  plums, 
grapes,  and  peaches,  together  with  berries  of  many 
sorts.  Grapes  and  cherries  seem  to  be  indigenous  to 
the  soil,  and  could  be  raised  in  great  quantities. 
Apples  are  not  now  raised  as  abundantly  as  formerly, 
but  quite  a  number  of  orchards  have  been  set  out 
lately. 

In  early  times  the  greater  part  of  this  township 
was  covered  with  forests,  and  at  present  perhaps  eight 
per  cent,  of  the  entire  area  is  covered  with  woods. 
The  woods  that  remain  are  mostly  situated  on  the 
tops  and  sides  of  hills,  and  consist  mainly  of  chestnut 
timber,  with  here  and  there  tracts  of  hickory,  chest- 
nut, oak,  and  white  oak,  interspersed  with  pine, 
maple,  ash,  walnut,  birch,  and  wild  cherry. 

No  minerals  are  found  in  the  township,  but  build- 
ing-stone, such  as  sandstone  and  a  kind  of  slate,  are 
found  on  most  of  the  farms.  Quartz  is  also  found  in 
many  places,  but  is  of  no  value. 

The  houses,  nearly  all  of  which  are  two  stories  high, 
are  mostly  built  of  wood  or  stone  ;  very  few  of  bricks. 
Of  the  wooden  houses,  those  of  the  more  recently 
built  are  frame,  the  older  ones  being  log.  The  barns 
are  mostly  frame,  with  stone  basements,  and  are  gen- 
erally quite  capacious. 

There  are  in  the  township  at  present  five  grist-mills, 
three  saw-mills,  one  tannery,  four  distilleries,  six 
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hotels,  six  stores,  four  post-offices,  two  carriage-fac- 
tories, five  villages,  four  churches,  and  eleven  school- 
houses. 

The  inhabitants  are  the  descendants  of  German 
settlers,  who  still  speak  the  Pennsylvania  German 
language. '  They  are,  as  a  rule,  industrious,  frugal, 
and  intelligent,  there  being  very  few  that  cannot  read 
and  write.  They  mostly  belong  to  Reformed  and  Luth- 
eran Churches,  but  a  few  are  members  of  the  United 
Brethren  organization. 

Organization— Immigration. — Weissenberg  town- 
ship was  formed  out  of  the  "  Backparts  of  Macunjy" 
and  part  of  Allemiingel,  the  greater  portion  being 
of  the  latter,  and  was  erected  as  a  township  in  1763. 
Weissenberg  is  derived  from  Weiss,  meaning  "  white," 
and  burgh,  a  "castle"  or  "fortress,"  and  was  named 
after  Weissenburg,  a  fortress  and  town  in  Alsace,  from 
the  vicinity  of  which  most  of  the  settlers  had  come. 
Weissenberg  was  settled  by  Palatinates  and  Swiss. 
The  first  settlements  look  place  in  1734,  on  and 
around  the  highlands  in  the  vicinity  of  the  present 
Ziegel  Church.  The  first  settlers  came  from  German- 
town,  through  Oley,  and  later  over  Goshenhoppen, 
through  Rittenhause  Gap,  over  in  our  valley.  Oley 
was  mostly  settled  by  Huguenots,  as  early  as  1710. 
The  Palatinates  hence  moved  to  Long  Swamp ;  but 
Long  Swamp  being  a  level  plain,  deficient  in  water 
and  heavy  wood,  and  overgrown  with  ground-oak, 
did  not  suit  them.  So  they  went  directly  over  the 
plain  toward  the  Blue  Mountains,  and  founded  the 
settlement  of  "  AUemangel,"  their  road  being  along 
the  Indian  trail  on  the  high  ridge  in  Weissenberg, 
which  forms  the  water-shed  between  the  Lehigh 
and  Schuylkill  Rivers.  In  "  Allemangel"  and  Long 
Swamp,  in  what  was  then  called  the  "  Backparts  of 
Macunjy,"  settled  those  who  followed,  and  formed 
what  is  now  Weissenberg. 

The  Palatinates.— During  the  wars  of  Louis  XIV., 
of  Prance,  in  the  year  1674,  Marshal  Turenne  dis- 
graced his  name  by  barbarously  ravaging  the  Pala- 
tinate, which  was  abandoned  to  the  ferocious  license 
of  his  troops,  and  became  a  scene  of  indescribable 
desolation.  In  1685,  L^uis  XIV.,  of  France,  revoked 
the  Edict  of  Nantes,  annulled  the  privileges  granted 
to  the  Huguenots,  prohibited  the  exercise  of  their 
religion,  and  ordered  their  temples  to  be  leveled  with 
the  ground.  Multitudes  of  the  Reformed  now  went  to 
England,  Holland,  Germany,  and  Switzerland. 

Again,  in  1688,  the  king  of  France  gave  orders  for 
the  wholesale  devastation  of  the  Palatinate,  and  so 
successfully  was  it  carried  out  that  this  once  rich  and 
smiling  land  was  converted  into  a  desolate  wilderness. 
The  houseless  peasants,  to  the  number  of  a  hundred 
thousand,  wandered  about  in  abject  misery  impre- 
cating the  vengeance  of  heaven  upon  the  cruel  tyrant 
who  had  caused  their  ruin.  And  again,  from  1702  to 
1713,  during  the  war  of  the  Spanish  Succession,  the 
Palatinate  was  the  scene  of  ruin  and  devastation. 
Thus  their  homes  were  destroyed   and  their   lands 


laid  waste  three  times  within  a  period  of  thirty  years. 
It  is  no  wonder  that  the  Palatinates  concluded  to  find 
a  home  in  the  wilds  of  America.  By  these  successive 
visitations  the  people  had  been  reduced  to  abject 
poverty,  and  many  found  themselves  without  means 
to  get  away.  Some  by  selling  their  all  were  enabled 
to  pay  for  the  passage  of  transportation.  And  again 
others  when  brought  to  Philadelphia  were  sold  by 
the  ship  captains  for  their  passage.  These  settled 
mostly  in  Goshenhoppen.  By  the  time  those  came 
that  settled  Weissenberg  the  Palatinate  had  partially 
recovered  from  its  ruinous  devastations,  and  their 
financial  condition  was  much  better  than  that  of 
those  who  came  before.  Some  of  the  first  settlers  of 
Weissenberg  came  to  Pennsylvania  as  early  as  1725 
to  1730.  They  first  went  to  Goshenhoppen  and  Oley, 
where  they  stayed  for  several  years  before  they  came 
here.  Egiithius  Grimm,  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers 
of  Weissenberg,  passed  over  Rotterdam  to  Deal,  and 
then  to  Pennsylvania  in  1728,  but  did  not  come  to 
Weissenberg  till  1734. 

In  Goshenhoppen  and  Oley  the  land  had  mostly 
been  taken  up  about  the  year  1730,  so  those  that  came 
at  that  time  stayed  for  several  years  there,  and 
then  went  over  Long  Swamp  and  settled  Weissenberg. 
Some  of  those  that  settled  in  the  vicinity  of  the  present 
Ziegel's  Church,  among  them  Adam  Braus,  Peter  and 
Egiithius  Grimm,  were  there  in  the  summer  or  fall  of 

1733  to  look  out  places  for  settlement,  and  the  follow- 
ing spring  moved  there  with  their  families.     During 

1734  only  a  few  families,  among  them  that  of  Egiithius 
Grimm,  settled  within  the  present  limits  of  Weissen- 
berg, but  the  following  year  more  came,  among  them 
Ludwig  Reichard  and  Conrad  Neff,  and  from  that 
time  the  township  rapidly  filled  up.  By  1750  all  the 
most  suitable  places  for  homes  were  already  pos- 
sessed. The  settlers  usually  put  up  temporary  huts, 
or  stayed  with  a  family  that  had  come  before,  and 
then  went  to  find  a  suitable  place  for  location.  They 
always  chose  places  by  the  side  of  a  spring  of  pure 
water,  and  usually  at  the  entrance  of  a  valley  or  where 
several  valleys  met.  After  they  found  a  place  for  loca- 
tion they  built  a  log  hut  or  house  upon  it,  with  the  bare 
earth  for  a  floor,  and  covered  it  with  leaves.  Some 
had  bark  and  boards  for  roofs.  After  they  had  built 
their  houses,  they  marked  off  a  tract  of  land  by  mark- 
ing the  trees  along  the  lines  around  it.  Some  marked 
off  large  tracts  in  this  way,  sometimes  from  four  hun- 
dred to  six  hundred  acres.  But  they  soon  received 
notice  from  the  proprietors  to  pay  for  the  land,  which 
they  at  first  refused,  alleging  that  the  proprietors' 
agents  had  offered  to  give  the  land  gratis  if  they  would 
only  come  and  settle  on  it.  Some  refused  for  a  long 
time  to  pay  for  the  land,  but  others  made  application 
for  warrants  as  early  as  1741.  The  greater  part  of  the 
land  was  taken  up  by  applications  for  from  fifty  to  one 
hundred  acres,  one  man  often  making  three  or  four 
such  applications,  usually  at  intervals  of  several  years. 
After  the  township  had  been  considerably  settled 
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many  applications  were  for  smaller  tracts.  From  1760 
to  1780  there  were  some  speculators,  such  as  Daniel 
Knouse  and  Michael  Bobst  and  Jacob  Greenewald, 
who  took  up  vacant  tracts  and  held  them,  and  after- 
wards selling  them  at  large  profits  became  rich  men. 

Weissenberg  was  already  thickly  settled  during  the 
French  and  Indian  war,  and  while  the  Indians  drove 
many  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  surrounding  townships 
from  their  homes,  Weissenberg  was  very  little  mo- 
lested. The  early  settlers  coming  over  Long  Swamp 
to  Lehigh  County  passed  into  Weissenberg,  and  thus 
naturally  it  became  at  once  more  thickly  inhabited 
than  the  townships  more  north  and  west.  And  while 
the  Indians  drove  the  people  away  in  Lynn  and 
Heidelberg,  they  found  them  too  numerous  in  Weis- 
senberg to  commit  serious  outrages  among  them, 
although  on  several  occasions  the  people  were  greatly 
alarmed. 

Clothing  of  the  Pioneers — Domestic  Employ- 
ments.— When  the  clothes  that  the  settlers  brought 
along  with  them  were  worn  out  they  made  them  out 
of  sail-cloth,  a  kind  of  coarse  stuff  which  they  bought 
at  Philadelphia.  But  these  were  not  warm  enough  for 
the  winter  weather,  and  they  often  had  to  put  on  three 
to  four  pair  of  pantaloons,  and  also  as  many  coats.  Next 
they  turned  their  attention  to  the  cultivation  of  flax 
and  the  raising  of  sheep.  Then  people  commenced  to 
wear  linen  clothes  during  the  summer  and  woolen  in 
winter.  But  they  were  all  home-made,  the  women 
doing  the  spinning  and  the  men  the  weaving.  Mu- 
sical was  the  sound  of  the  spinning-wheel  from  early 
morn  till  late  at  night,  and  many  are  the  anecdotes 
that  could  be  related  of  it.  All  the  women  then  were 
able  to  spin,  and  often  three  or  four  spinning-wheels 
were  used  by  the  women  of  one  family.  Looms  were 
also  to  be  seen  in  a  good  many  houses,  at  least  a  third 
of  the  men  being  weavers.  The  people  for  a  long  time 
wore  home-made  clothes,  both  during  week-days  and 
as  Sunday  clothes,  in  summer  linen,  and  in  winter  the 
men  linsey-woolsey  and  the  women  flannel.  After 
calico  became  cheaper,  women  commenced  to  wear 
it,  and  many  a  lass  felt  proud  if  she  could  boast  of 
a  calico  dress.  Nearly  all  the  people  wore  clothes  of 
home-made  stuflT  till  about  1840  to  1850,  but  since  that 
time  it  has  become  rarer  every  year,  until  it  is  now  the 
exception  and  not  the  rule. 

Character  and  Customs.— The  people  who  settled 
Weissenberg  were  religious,  honest,  sober,  and  indus- 
trious, and  were  thus  well  fitted  for  settling  a  new 
country.  The  people  as  a  whole  were  very  sober, 
moral,  and  religious  until  after  the  Revolutionary 
war.  But  after  the  return  of  the  soldiers  their  condi- 
tion greatly  changed.  Many  of  those  who  had  served 
in  the  war  lost  their  habits  of  steady  toil,  and  after 
the  excitements  of  a  soldier's  life  did  not  feel  like 
farming  or  working  at  the  bench  or  anvil.  Many  had 
also  become  habituated  to  the  excessive  use  of  strong 
drink  whiskey  then  being  plenty,  nearly  every  farmer 
distilling  his  own  apple-jack,  and  selling  to  all  who 


wanted  tobuy.  Much  drunkenness  was  caused  among 
the  people  for  a  longtime.  Hotels  also  became  more 
numerous,  and  every  Saturday  evening  the  landlords 
used  to  have  frolics.  It  was  seldom  that  a  frolic  was 
held  where  there  were  not  several  fights.  It  was  cus- 
tomary for  along  time  for  the  farmers  to  make  "  corn- 
matches,"  to  husk  corn  in  the  day  and  have  a  frolic 
in  the  evening. 

"  Snitzing"  parties  were  also  held.  People  who 
wanted  to  cook  apple-butter  invited  their  friends  to 
come  and  help  make  the  "snitz."  After  the  snitzing 
was  done  a  frolic  was  held,  and  the  dancing  often  kept 
up  till  near  daylight. 

"  Shooting  in  the  new  year"  was  another  habit  of 
the  German  people.  All  the  people  went  "  to  shoot 
new  year."  Sometimes  there  were  crowds  of  from 
twenty  or  thirty  together,  starting  at  midnight  and 
going  from  house  to  house,  shooting  the  old  year  out 
and  the  new  year  in.  On  all  these  occasions  it  was 
customary  to  have  plenty  of  whiskey,  and  to  give  as 
much  as  people  wanted  to  drink.  But  these  were  evils 
which  now  rarely  occur.  Frolics,  "corn  matches," 
"  snitzing"  parties,  and  "  shooting  new  year"  are 
things  that  nowadays  but  seldom  happen.  While 
drunkenness  is  still  a  great  evil,  it  is  not  near  as  great 
as  it  was  about  seventy-five  years  ago.  For  a  long 
time  people  thought  they  could  not  perform  a  day's 
work  without  having  as  much  whiskey  to  drink 
as  they  wanted,  and  until  a  recent  period  it  was 
customary  for  farmers,  during  hay-making  and  har- 
vest, to  give  plenty  of  whiskey  to  their  hands.  But  it 
is  now  a  thing  of  the  past. 

Hardships — Early  Occupations— A  Distant  Mar- 
ket.— Naturally  the  first  settlers  of  Weissenberg  had 
to  endure  many  hardships  and  difficulties,  having 
Long  Swamp,  a  large  strip  of  unsettled  land,  be- 
tween themselves  and  Oley,  over  which  they  had  to 
pass  when  they  wanted  to  have  any  intercourse  with 
the  people  of  the  latter  place.  Over  this  unoccupied 
region  there  were  no  roads,  but  simply  paths,  through 
which  it  was  difficult  to  get  with  teams. 

The  people  not  being  able  to  build  mills  during  the 
first  years,  took  their  grain  on  horseback  to  Oley  to 
mill,  a  distance  of  from  ten  to  fifteen  miles. 

With  the  first  settlers  came  many  that  had  trades, 
such  as  carpenters,  weavers,  shoemakers,  smiths,  tan- 
ners, wheelwrights,  nail-makers,  hatters,  dyers,  tailors, 
etc.  As  weavers  came  Daniel  Stettler,  David  Xander, 
Casper  Sunn,  Bernd  Eupert,  Nicholas  Beesaker,  etc. ; 
as  a  baker,  Daniel  Zoller;  as  tanners,  Philip  Henn 
and  Jacob  Greenawald ;  as  a  tailor,  Jacob  Stine ;  as  a 
hatter,  Gottlieb  Ettinger  ;  as  blacksmiths,  Adam  Bear 
and  Killian  Leiby  ;  as  nail-makers,  John  and  Killian 
Leiby ;  as  a  sickle-maker,  Daniel  Knouse. 

For  a  long  time  the  only  market  at  which  the 
farmers  could  sell  their  products  was  at  Philadelphia. 
Everything  the  farmer  wanted  to  sell  he  had  to  haul 
with  the  wagon  to  Philadelphia.  It  took  them  from 
Monday  morning  till  Friday  evening  to  make  a  trip. 
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Usually  a  party  of  from  fifteen  to  twenty  went  to- 
gether. They  took  horse-feed  and  their  own  food 
along  for  the  whole  week.  They  slept  in  the  bar- 
rooms of  the  hotels,  lying  on  the  floor,  around  the 
stoves.  This  was  the  only  way  of  transportation  till 
the  Schuylkill  and  Lehigh  Canals  were  built.  After 
that  they  sold  their  products  to  dealers  along  the 
canals,  who  sent  them  by  boat  to  market.  The 
farmers  generally  were  very  rough  in  going  to  and  re- 
turning from  Philadelphia,  and  played  many  tricks 
on  people  living  along  the  road. 

Period  of  the  Revolutionary  War.— The  people 
of  Weissenberg  took  an  active  part  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary war.  As  soon  as  the  war  broke  out  Michael 
Babst,  of  Hynemansville,  raised  a  regiment  of  soldiers 
in  Weissenberg  and  adjoining  townships.  Babst  was 
to  be  their  colonel,  David  Xander  major,  and  Jacob 
Mummy  a  captain.  A  great  many  of  the  men  of 
Weissenberg  joined  this  regiment,  as,  for  instance, 
four  out  of  the  Boger  and  two  of  the  Holben  fam- 
ilies. They  went  to  New  York  to  join  the  army 
of  Washington,  and  were  there  deserted  by  their 
leader,  Babst.  They  fought  in  the  battle  of  Long 
Island,  under  Gen.  Sterling.  Many  of  them  were 
captured  after  the  defeat  of  the  American  army, 
among  them  being  Jacob  Mummy  and  three  of  the 
Bogers.  Only  one  of  them,  viz.,  Adam,  escaped.  The 
three  that  were  captured  were  among  those  that  were 
imprisoned  in  a  church  for  some  time,  and  later  in 
ships ;  and  they  all  three  died.  Later  in  the  war, 
while  the  British  army  was  lying  in  Philadelphia, 
there  was  an  encampment  at  Hynemansville  to  re- 
cruit and  drill  soldiers  for  Washington's  army.  They 
joined  the  army  of  Washington  when  the  British 
evacuated  Philadelphia,  and  were  engaged  in  the 
pursuit  of  the  British  through  New  Jersey. 

After  the  close  of  the  war,  those  that  had  been 
Tories  were  required  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to 
the  government.  Some  of  the  Tories  of  Weissenberg 
refused,  one  of  them,  George  Koster,  abandoning  his 
property  and  fleeing  the  country.  Another, one,  a 
Mr.  Grow,  was  requested  to  come  to  Hynemansville 
to  take  the  oath.  He  came  there  but  refused  to  swear. 
The  officers  then  took  hold  of  him  with  the  intention 
of  tarring  him.  He  was  a  very  strong  man,  and  a 
scuffle  ensued,  in  which  he  kicked  over  the  tar-keg. 
But  at  last  they  succeeded  in  getting  him  down,  and 
rolled  him  around  in  the  tar  till  he  was  all  dripping, 
when  they  let  him  go  and  he  started  for  home.  It 
is  said  that  his  path  could  be  traced  by  the  tar  from 
Hynemansville  to  his  house.  Several  days  later  he 
came  and  took  the  oath  of  allegiance. 

The  people  of  Weissenberg  were  greatly  excited,  in 
1798-99,  about  the  house-tax,  but  no  violence  was 
committed. 

Improvement  of  Condition.— As  soon  as  the  con- 
dition of  the  settlers  had  somewhat  improved  they 
commenced  to  put  up  better  houses.  By  this  time 
saw-mills  had  been  built,  boards  and  shingles  became 


plenty,  and  stone  was  always  to  be  had  in  abundance. 
Thus  about  the  years  1750  to  1760  we  find  that  many 
of  the  first  houses  are  torn  down  and  new  ones  built. 
People  also  built  two-story  houses  with  cellars  under 
them.     At  first  they  used  to  go  up  from  one  story  to 
the  other  by  means  of  ladders,  but  now  they  put  in 
stairs.     Some  of  the  houses  that  had  been  built  were 
propped  up  and  cellars  dug  out  under  them,  but  the 
houses  were  as  yet  all  built  of  logs.     About  the  mid- 
dle of  the  latter  half  of  the  last  century  the  people 
commenced  to   build   of   stone,   but  it  was  in  the 
beginning  of  the   present  century  that  those  large 
stone  buildings  were  put  up  which  are  still  standing. 
As  soon  as  the  settlers  had  cleared  a  small  tract  of 
land  they  fenced  a  portion  of  it  as  a  garden.    In  that 
garden  a  part  was  set  aside  for  the  planting  of  the 
seeds  that  they  had  brought  along  with  them,  which 
included,  besides  the  usual   garden  seeds,  those  of 
apples,  pears,  peaches,  and  cherries.   Thus  in  the  very 
outstart  they  commenced  the  raising  of  fruit-trees, 
the  most  important  being  the  apple.     By  the  time 
that  they  had  portions  of  the  land  cleared  they  had 
also  raised  fruit-trees.     Thus  they  commenced  to  set 
out  large  orchards  of  apple-trees.     The  trees  grew 
rapidly,  and  soon   the  farmer  found  himself  amply 
rewarded  for  his  labor.     About  the  year  1765  distil- 
leries were  built,  and  the  distilling  of  rye  and  apple- 
jack commenced.    All  that  the  farmers  wanted  to  sell 
had  to  be  hauled  by  the  wagon  to  Philadelphia,  and 
the  farmers  at  once  saw  that  the  best  way  was  to  con- 
vert their  surplus  grain  and  their  apples  at  home  into 
whiskey,  as  that  greatly  lessened  the  cost  of  trans- 
portation to  Philadelphia.     The  sale  of  whiskey  was 
the  main  means  by  which  farmers  raised  money  for  a 
long  time.     As  the  old  trees  gave  out,  new  ones  and 
more  were  planted,  and  thus  the  supply  of  apples 
was  increased  till  about  1820.     About  this  time  the 
people  neglected  their  orchards,  and  the  quantity  of 
apples  yearly  diminished  during  the  next  thirty  years, 
until  1850,  when  nearly  all  the  distilleries  had  been 
torn   down.     During   the  last  twenty   years   people 
again  commenced  to  set  out  fresh  orchards,  and  the 
quantity  of  apples  is  again  on  the  increase.     The  dis- 
tilling of  rye  was  kept  up  till  the  time  of  the  building 
of  the  Lehigh  Canal,  which  opened  a  better  market 
for  the  surplus  grain  of  the  farmers. 

Weissenberg  was  all  overgrown  with  heavy  wood 
when  the  first  settlers  arrived,  and,  being  a  hilly 
country,  interspersed  with  fine  valleys,  they  com- 
menced to  clear  first  the  valleys,  and  sowed  them 
with  grain,  usually  the  first  crop  being  buckwheat, 
and  then  followed  with  rye,  the  virgin  soil  yielding 
heavy  crops.  So  they  kept  on,  clearing  yearly  more 
land  and  treating  it  in  the  same  way,  till  towards  the 
latter  part  of  the  last  century  the  fertility  of  the  soil 
had  greatly  decreased,  in  many  cases  the  land  becom- 
ing so  poor  that  it  was  not  cultivated  for  years. 
Sometimes  that  which  was  cultivated  would  hardly 
yield  more  than  the  seed.     It  thus  became  a  serious 
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question  with  farmers  wliat  to  do.  They  turned  their 
attention  to  the  application  of  gypsum,  or  land  plaster. 
This  improved  their  crops  for  a  while,  but  it  soon-  be- 
came apparent  that  it  would  do  only  for  a  time,  and 
that  in  the  end  it  would  make  the  land  poorer.  Many 
of  the  farmers  sold  out  and  went  to  other  regions,  and 
those  who  remained  could  not  do  more  than  make  a 
living. 

About  the  year  1820  the  farmers  began  to  put  lime 
on  the  soil,  and  it  greatly  increased  its  fertility.  Since 
that  time  much  lime  has  been  applied  to  the  land,  and 
thus  far  always  with  marked  effect.  But  as  lime  is 
only  an  incentive  to  the  soil,  and  not  a  real  fertilizer, 
farmers  must  be  careful  in  their  system  of  farming,  or 
else  the  land  will  be  as  badly  worn  down  again  as  it 
was  in  1820.  Indeed,  many  farmers  assert  that  the 
application  of  lime  does  not  give  as  good  results 
now  as  it  did  forty  years  ago.  While  hardly  anything 
would  grow  before  the  application  of  lime,  afterwards 
all  the  grains  grew  abundantly.  The  grains  usually 
cultivated  were  rye,  oats,  corn,  wheat,  and  buckwheat. 
Buckwheat,  which  was  about  one  hundred  years  ago 
the  main  crop,  is  now  seldom  seen.  The  grasses  that 
are  cultivated  are  clover  and  timothy.  Flax  also,  for 
a  long  time  largely  cultivated,  is  now  not  seen,  and 
has  been  very  little  cultivated  during  the  last  forty 
years,  except  from  1853  to  1868. 

During  the  war  cotton  had  greatly  risen  in  price, 
and  then  many  people  sowed  flax,  and  old  spinning- 
wheels  that  had  been  stowed  away  for  years  were  again 
brought  into  use.  ^Potatoes,  now  one  of  the  principal 
crops  of  the  farmers  of  Weissenberg,  of  which  every 
year  from  sixty  to  seventy  thousand  bushels  are  raised 
and  sold,  were  not  raised  for  sale  till  about  the  year 
1840.    Then  they  were  mostly  sold  in  the  coal  regions. 

Language— Efforts  to  retain  German  and  ex- 
clude English.— Weissenberg  was  settled  by  Germans, 
except  the  Werles,  Bittners,  and  Gehringers,  who  were 
of  French  descent.  They  were  French  Protestants, 
who  left  France  after  the  revocation  of  the  Edict  of 
Nantes.  They  first  went  to  Germany,  and  later  came 
to  America.  By  the  time  that  they  came  to  this 
country  they  spoke  the  German  language.  The  Ger- 
man language  was  spoken  by  all  the  people  prior  to 
the  year  1800.  But  soon  after  that  time  several  Eng- 
lishmen settled  here,  who  brought  the  English  lan- 
guage with  them,  and  made  efforts  to  have  English 
taught  in  the  schools.  This  was  strongly  opposed  by 
the  people,  and  in  many  of  the  schools,  particularly 
the  church  schools,  it  was  positively  forbidden. 

About  the  year  1830  the  Germans  of  Pennsylvania 
made  a  general  effort  to  retain  the  German  language. 
IHeAUeundNeueWelt{theOUeindJ^ewWor\d),aQer- 

man  newspaper  printed  in  Philadelphia  by  Dr.  Wes- 
selhoeft,  defended  it  with  great  ability.  A  general  State 
convention  was  called  to  defend  the  German  rights. 
To  this  State  convention  the  German  counties  were  to 
send  delegates,  and  each  township  to  hold  meetings 
to  pass  resolutions  in  regard  to  the  matter.    Such  a 


meeting  of  German  farmers  and  mechanics  was  held 
June  3,  1837,  at  Hynemansville,  in  Weissenberg  town- 
ship. The  purpose  of  the  meeting  was  explained  in 
speeches  by  Dr.  Wesselhoeft  and  others.  A  com- 
mittee was  appointed  to  draft  a  preamble  and  resolu- 
tions, which  were  unanimously  adopted  by  the  meet- 
ing, and  were  as  follows : 

"  Es  gewiihrt  una  ein  beaonderes  Vergntlgen,  heute  zu  einem  Zwecke 
una  versammelt  zu  haben,  welchen  wir  Tor  einem  Jahre  noch  kaum  zu 
erreichen  hofften.  Doch  eine  gerechte  Sadie  schreitet  immer  voran  und 
wir  werden  sehen  daaz  wir  vor  unpartheiischen  Bichtern  eiegen  nerden. 
In  der  Convention  ist  der  Vorflchlag  gemacht  worden,  *in  deutschen 
Couotys  auch  die  Verhandlungon  der  Courten  in  deutscher  Sprache  zu 
flihreu.'  Das  war  Bchon  langet  uneer  aller  Wunscb,  und  unser  gauzes 
Bestrebeu  gehe  dahiu  dies  zu  erreichen.  Da  dieaer  Vorshlag  aber  so 
ganz  guDStig  fur  unsere  Sache  ist,  so  mtlBsen  wir  aus  alien  Kraften  ibn 
zu  unterstutzen  suchen  ;  denn  laeeen  wir  diese  Gelegenheit  unbenutzt 
vorUber  gehen,  so  ist  unsere  Sprache  unterdriicltt,  unsere  deutsche 
Kirchen  gehen  zu  Grunde,  nnd  mit  ihnen  laasen  wir  nnseren  Kindern 
das  Beste  rauben,  deutsche  Kedlichkeit,  Glauben,  und  Fleisz.  Das  darf 
aber  nicht  sein  so  lange  wir  es  noch  verhiiten  konnen.  Und  das  kbnnen 
wir  jetzt, — in  die  Constitution  miissen  wir  einen  Artikel  haben,  der 
unserer  Sprache  gleicke  Bechte  mit  der  englischen  gibt,  wenigstens  in 
deutschen  Countys  die  deutsche  Sprache  bei  der  Court  einfiihrt ;  und 
um  dies  zu  erreichen  laszt  uns  Fotitionen  an  die  Convention  zu  Tausen- 
den  Bchicken, — dann  musz  sie  es  than  wenn  sie  gerecht  sein  will.  Aber 
alles  was  geschieht  musz  schnell  geschehen,  damit  es  noch  friih  genug 
an  die  Convention  kommen  kann  ;    Daher 

"  Beschloazen,  Dasz  wir  einen  Artikel  in  der  zu  bildenden  Constitution, 
welcbe  die  EinfUhrung  der  deutschen  Sprache  bei  den  Courten  in  deut- 
schen Countys  beabsichtigt,  unseren  vollen  ungetheilten  Beifall  geben. 

"  Beschloazen,  Dasz  wir  alle  gesetzliche  Mittel  ergreifen  wollen,  dasz 
ein  solcher  Artikel  in  die  Constitution  komme,  und  zwar  auf  dem  Wege 
der  Petition  durch  Subscription. 

"  Besckloszen,  Dasz  wir  viJUig  Ubereinstimmen  mit  dem  Vorschlage  am 
17.  Juni,  Samstags,  am  Wirthshauee  von  Guth  in  Slid-Whitehall  eine 
allgemeine  County  Versammlung  zu  halten. 

"Besc/ttosseB,  Dasz  wir  alle  Townships  von  unserem  County  drlngend 
ersuchen  ihre  Deputirten  zu  der  County  Versammlung  zu  schicken. 

"  Beschloszen,  Dasz  auszerdem  jeder  Einwohner,  der  der  Sache  gUnstig 
ist,  eingeladen  wird,  bei  der  County  Versammlung  zu  erscheinen,  um 
rait  Nachdruck  an  dem  Werke  helfen  zu  kbnnen. 

"  Beschloszenf  Dasz  alle  deutsche  Countys  im  Staate  aufgefodert  werden 
so  schnell  als  moglich  ahnliche  Maszregeln  zu  ergreifeu,  um  durch  Ver- 
sammlungen  und  Petitionen  den  Vorachlag  in  der  Convention  durch- 
zusetzen. 

"  Beschloaaen,  Dasz  alle  deutsche  Zeitungsdrucker  in  unserem  Staate, 
welche  der  deutschen  Reform  gunatig  Bind,  gebeten  werden,  diese  Ver- 
handlungen  in  ihren  respectiven  Blatter  aufzunehmen ;  dagegen  alle 
Drucker,  welche  der  Sache  just  halber  oder  gar  nicht  gUnstig  sind,  hier- 
mit  dringend  ersucht  werden  diese  Verhandlungen  ?iicht  aufzunehmen, 
damit  wir  endlich  einmal  in  den  Stand  gesetzt  werden  Freund  und  Feind 
zu  unterscheiden." 

Translation. 
"Preamble :  It  gives  us  particular  delight  to  be  as- 
sembled to-day  for  a  purpose  which  a  year  ago  we  did 
not  hope  to  obtain.  Yet  a  righteous  cause  always 
moves  forward,  and  you  will  see  that  before  impartial 
judges  we  shall  win.  The  proposition  was  made  in 
the  convention  to  have  in  the  German  counties  the 
proceedings  of  the  courts  held  in  the  German  lan- 
guage. This  was  already  for  a  long  time  our  wish, 
and  our  whole  exertion  will  be  to  obtain  it.  As  this 
proposition  is  so  entirely  favorable  to  our  cause,  we 
must  try  to  assist  it  with  all  our  strength,  for  if  we  let 
this  chance  pass  by  without  making  use  of  it,  then 
our  language  is  suppressed,  our  German  churches  go 
to  destruction,  and  with  them  we  rob  our  children  of 
that  which  is  the  best,  German  honesty,  faith,  and 
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diligence.  Tliis  must  not  be  so  long  as  we  can  pre- 
vent it.  And  this  we  can  do  now.  We  must  have  an 
article  in  the  constitution  which  gives  to  our  lunguage 
equal  rights  with  the  English,  at  least  to  use  in  Ger- 
man counties  the  German  language  in  the  courts,  and 
to  obtain  this  let  us  send  petitions  by  thousands  to 
the  convention,  then  the  convention  must  do  it  if  it 
will  be  just.  But  all  that  is  to  be  done  must  be  done 
quickly,  so  that  it  will  reach  the  convention  before  it 
is  too  late.     Therefore, 

"Resolved,  That  we  give  our  full  and  undivided  assent 
to  an  article  in  the  new  constitution,  which  in  German 
counties  tends  to  introduce  the  German  language  into 
the  courts. 

"  Besolved,  That  we  will  use  all  lawful  means,  by  the 
way  of  subscriptions  to  petitions,  to  have  such  an 
article  in  the  constitution. 

"  Resolved,  That  we  fully  agree  with  the  proposition 
to  hold  a  general  county  meeting  at  the  public-house 
of  Guth,  in  South  Whitehall,  on  Saturday,  the  17th 
of  June. 

"  Resolved,  That  we  urgently  beseech  every  township 
in  our  county  to  send  its  deputies  to  the  county 
meeting. 

"  Resolved,  That  besides  these  deputies  every  in- 
habitant who  is  favorable  to  the  cause  is  invited  to  be 
present  at  the  county  meeting  to  assist  the  cause  by 
his  presence. 

"  Resolved,  That  all  German  counties  in  the  State 
are  requested  as  soon  as  possible  to  take  like  measures 
to  put,  by  meetings  and  petitions,  the  proposition 
through  in  convention. 

"  Resolved,  That  all  publishers  of  German  news- 
papers in  our  State  who  are  favorable  to  the  German 
reform  are  requested  to  publish  these  proceedings  in 
their  papers,  whilst  all  publishers  that  are  not  favor- 
able, or  are  only  partially  favorable,  are  hereby  ear- 
nestly requested  not  to  publish  these  proceedings,  so 
we  shall  at  once  be  able  to  distinguish  our  friends  from 
our  enemies." 

By  such  strong  efforts  the  German  fathers  succeeded 
for  a  long  time  to  prevent  the  speaking  of  the  English 
language  in  our  township.  But  now  it  is  wholly  the 
language  of  the  schools,  and  ere  long  will  also  be  the 
language  that  is  spoken. 

The  Pioneer  Families,— Egtithius  Grimm,  a  native 
of  Wiirtemberg,  subsequent  to  1728  a  resident  of 
Deal,  came  to  this  country  in  1733,  and  settled  in 
what  is  now  Weissenberg  township,  on  the  farm  now 
owned  by  Jesse  Grim.  He  took  up  six  hundred  acres 
of  land,  partly  in  Weissenberg  and  partly  in  Macun- 
gie.  He  was  married  before  he  came  to  this  country. 
He  had  two  sons,  viz.  -.  Jacob  and  Heinrich,  of  whom 
Jacob  was  the  oldest.  Jacob  Grim  obtained  a  portion 
of  his  father's  farm  (that  part  lying  in  Macungie). 
He  married  and  left  three  sons, — Jacob,  Peter,  and 
Henry.  Of  these,  Jacob  went  West,  Peter  lived  in 
Weissenberg,  but  never  married,  and  Henry  received 
his  father's  homestead.    Henry  left  eleven  children,  I 


viz. :  Elizabeth  (married  to  Jones  Neff),  Rachel  (died 
single),  Jones,  Levi,  Abraham,  Solomon,  Judith  (mar- 
riedto  Jacob  Walbert),  Catharine  (married  to  Jacob 
Herman),  David,  Annie  (married  to  Benjamin  Wal- 
bert), and  Hetty  (who  died  single).  Of  these,  Jones 
received  the  homestead,  and  Elizabeth,  Abraham, 
Solomon,  Judith,  and  David  settled  and  lived  in 
Weissenberg.  Solomon  is  the  only  one  that  is  still 
living.  He  lives  on  a  farm  on  Silver  Creek,  about 
two  miles  above  New  Smithville.  He  is  over  eighty 
years  of  age. 

Henry  Grim  was  the  youngest  son  of  Egiithius 
Grimm.  He  obtained  his  father's  homestead.  He 
was  married  and  left  seven  children,  viz. :  Jacob, 
Gedion,  Henry,  Peter,  Jonathan,  Maria  (married  to 
Jacob  Sassaman),  and  Catharine  (married  to  Peter 
Trexler).  Jacob  settled  on  the  homestead,  and  had 
five  sons  and  two  daughters,  viz. :  Jacob  (who  went 
to  Saucon),  David  (who  moved  to  Maxatawny),  Henry 
(who  settled  in  Philadelphia),  Jesse  (who  has  his 
father's  homestead  in  Weissenberg),  Samuel  (who 
moved  to  Macungie), Sarah  (who married  John  Baily 
and  moved  to  Hamburg),  and  Judith  (married  to  John 
Apple,  of  Saucon). 

Jesse  Grim  was  the  only  one  of  Jacob  Grim's  sons 
who  lived  in  Weissenberg.  He  is  the  owner  of  the 
Grim  homestead,  containing  over  two  hundred  acres 
of  land,  the  place  where  Egiithius  Grimm  settled 
when  he  came  to  this  country.  Jesse  Grim  was 
several  times  elected  to  the  State  Legislature,  was 
one  of  the  commissioners  to  choose  the  property  for 
the  Lehigh  County  poor-house,  was  several  times 
elected  as  poor  director,  and  served  in  various  minor 
township  ofiices.  He  is  now  living  at  Allentown,  at 
the  advanced  age  of  ninety  years,  but  is  hearty  and 
well  preserved.  Jesse  Grim's  children  are  Ephraim, 
Jacob,  William,  Walter,  and  Deborah  (who  was  mar- 
ried to  William  Edleman). 

Gedion  Grim,  son  of  Jacob  Grim,  settled  in  Berks 
County,  and  one  of  his  sons,  Benjamin,  came  to  Weis- 
senberg and  bought  what  is  now  Grim's  mill.  Benja- 
min had  five  sons,  viz. :  Benjamin,  Jonathan,  Gedion, 
and  Willoughby,  who  live  in  Weissenberg,  and  Na- 
than, who  lives  in  Macungie. 

Heinrich  Grim's  son,  Henry,  settled  in  Maxatawny; 
Peter,  in  Whitehall ;  and  Jonathan,  at  Kutztown. 

Grim's  farm  is  probably  the  oldest  settlement  in 
Weissenberg.  It  was  settled  in  1733.  The  farm  is 
situated  in  the  southern  part  of  the  township.  On 
this  farm  there  was  a  place  where  the  Indians  used  to 
stay  for  several  weeks  on  their  passage  from  the  Le- 
high to  the  Blue  Mountains.  There  are  many  places 
still  pointed  out  as  Indian  graves.  On  this  farm  is  a 
large  stone  house,  which  was  built  in  the  year  1802. 
The  barn  was  built  about  the  same  time. 

Jacob  Holben  was  one  of  the  first  settlera  of  Weis- 
senberg township.  He  came  from  Odenwald,  in  Ger- 
many, and  settled  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Weissenberg 
Church.    He  was  one  of  the  first  elders  of  the  Weisaen- 
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berg  congregation,  being  mentioned  as  sucb  as  early  as 
1743.  He  lived  for  some  time  in  a  log  building  on 
which  there  was  no  door.  For  a  stairway  the  family 
used  a  ladder,  on  which  they  crawled  up  to  the  garret. 
Around  this  house  the  wolves  would  howl  at  night, 
and  often  entered  the  lower  apartment  while  the 
family  slept  in  the  garret.  Sometimes  the  wolves 
made  attempts  to  get,  up  on  the  ladder  or  to  crawl  up 
on  the  logs.  Jacob  Holben  was  married  to  Catharine 
Weiss,  and  had  six  children,  as  follows :  Anna  Mar- 
greta  (who  was  born  Dec.  24,  1743),  Theobald,  John 
Jacob,  Lorentz,  John  Wendel,  and  Anna  Catharine 
(who  was  born  Feb.  26,  1756). 

Theobald  Holben  was  born  in  what  is  now  Weis- 
senberg,  then  Allemangel,  Aug.  16,  1745.  He  was 
a  farmer  by  occupation.  He  was  married  to  Sarah 
Gerber.     They  had  no  children. 

John  Jacob  Holben  was  born  Feb.  23,  1748.  He 
was  married,  and  had  several  children. 

Lorentz  Holben  was  born  Jan.  29,  1750.  He  was 
a  farmer  by  occupation  and  had  his  father's  home- 
stead. He  was  a  member  of  the  Reformed  congrega- 
tion at  Weissenberg.  He  married  Catharine  Kram- 
lich,  Jan.  25,  1774.  He  died  June  23,  1842,  leaving 
seven  children, — Solomon,  Peter,  Jacob,  Lorentz, 
Christian,  John,  Friederich. 

Wendel  Holben  was  born  July  1,  1752.  He  lived 
in  Weissenberg  township,  was  married,  and  left  chil- 
dren, some  of  whom  were  Magdalena,  Catharine, 
Catharine  Elizabeth,  and  Begina  Barbara. 

Of  Lorentz  Holbein's  children.  Christian  went  to 
Ohio,  John  died  in  the  war  of  1812,  Friederich  went 
West,  and  Solomon,  Peter,  and  Jacob  divided  the 
homestead,  each  one  taking  a  portion.  Solomon  was 
married,  and  left  two  sons,  viz. :  Solomon  and  Pheon. 

Peter  left  four  sons  and  several  daughters,  his  sons 
being  Gedion,  Peter,  Reuben,  and  Joseph. 

Jacob  left  seven  children,— four  girls  and  three 
sons,^his  sons  being  David,  Gedion,  and  Jacob. 

The  farm  originally  taken  up  by  Jacob  Holben  is 
still  in  the  hands  of  his  descendants,  being  owned  by 
his  great-grandchildren,  Reuben,  C.  Joseph,  Solomon, 
Phaon,  and  Jacob. 

Jacob  Schumacher  came  from  Germany,  about 
1745.  On  the  voyage  of  the  family  across  the  ocean 
they  encountered  a  great  storm,  and  were  nearly 
wrecked.  Schumacher  settled  in  "  the  back  parts  of 
Macungie,"  now  Weissenberg.  The  farm  which  he 
settled  is  now  owned  by  Nathan  Mohr,  and  is  situated 
near  Seipstown.  The  family  located  temporarily  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  present  Ziegel's  Church.  The 
father  then  went  out,  accompanied  by  his  son  George, 
to  find  a  suitable  place  for  a  home.  They  came  to 
the  place  now  owned  by  Daniel  Fenstermacher,  and 
commenced  to  cut  wood  for  building  a  house.  After 
working  there  several  days  they  came  one  evening  on 
their  way  home  to  a  large  spring  of  pure  water  in  a 
fine  location.  The  next  morning  they  abandoned  the 
former  place  and  went  to  work  to  put  up  a  house  by 
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the  side  of  the  newly-found  spring.  Schumacher 
there  took  up  four  hundred  acres  of  land,  and  called 
the  place  Afiiaction. 

Jacob  Schumacher  had  two  sons,  viz. :  John  Jacob 
Paul  and  John  George.  Paul  went  to  Lowhill,  and 
settled  on  the  banks  of  the  Jordan,  about  a  mile  be- 
low what  is  now  Bittner's  Corner.  The  property  on 
which  he  settled  is  still  in  the  hands  of  the  Schu- 
macher family.  Paul  Schumacher  left  four  children, 
viz.  :  Daniel,  Jacob,  Catharine  (married  to  William 
George),  and  Eva  (married  to  Samuel  Woodring). 
Daniel  and  Jacob  were  both  soldiers  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary war.  They  served  in  the  army  under  Wash- 
ington, and  were  stationed  at  Skippack,  on  the  turn- 
pike, while  the  other  division  of  the  army  was  at 
Valley  Forge.  Daniel  got  sick  and  died  before  the 
war  was  over.  After  the  close  of  the  war  Jacob  mar- 
ried Elizabeth  George.  He  died  at  the  ripe  age  of 
ninety  years.  He  left  seven  children,  as  follows : 
John,  Peter,  Jacob,  Elizabeth  (married  to  Jacob 
Becker),  Catharine  (married  to  John  Holben),  Eva 
(died  single),  and  Lydia  (married  to  Daniel  Hollen- 
bach).  Of  these,  John  and  Peter  are  still  living. 
John  was,  on  the  16th  of  January  last,  ninety  years 
old.  He  is  as  hearty  and  well  preserved  as  many 
men  of  sixty. 

John  George  Schumacher,  youngest  son  of  Jacob, 
was  born  in  Germany,  March  31,  1731,  and  came  with 
his  father  to  this  country.  He  married  Susanna 
Weiss.  He  obtained  his  father's  homestead,  on  which 
he  lived  till  the  time  of  his  death,  in  1801. 

George  Schumacher  had  thirteen  children,  among 
whom  were  John  Jacob,  Daniel,  John,  Peter,  Henry, 
Jonathan,  Catharine  (married  to  Moses  Cain),  Marga- 
reta  (married  to  John  Jacob  Bear),  and  Elizabeth 
(married  to  M.  Falk).  The  rest  of  his  children  died 
young.  John  Jacob  Schumacher  married  Anna  Maria 
Rupp,  a  daughter  of  George  Rupp,  and  moved  to 
Macungie.  Some  of  his  children  were  George,  Absa- 
lom, and  Benjamin.  Daniel  married  Elizabeth  Bear, 
a  daughter  of  Hans  Bear.  He  obtained  her  father's 
homestead.  He  was  blessed  with  five  children,  viz. : 
John,  Peter,  Elizabeth  (married  to  Kop),  Maria  (mar- 
ried to  Henry  Rauch),  and  Margareta  (married  to 
Jacob  Ocker). 

John,  the  third  son  of  George'  Schumacher,  received 
that  part  of  his  father's  farm  which  was  called  "  Rock 
Forest."  On  it  he  lived  for  some  time,  and  then 
moved  to  Crawford  County. 

Peter,  the  fourth  son  of  George  Schumacher,  mar- 
ried Elizabeth  George,  and  lived  where  now  Bittner's 
mill  is,  where  he  was  engaged  in  making  linseed-oil. 
Later  he  moved  to  Mercer  County.  Henry  went  to 
Ohio.  Jonathan,  the  youngest  son  of  George  Schu- 
macher, received  his  father's  homestead.  He  married 
Maria  Moyer,  and  was  blessed  with  nine  children, 
viz. :  Joseph,  Nathan,  Stephen,  Judith,  Mary  (mar- 
ried to  Philip  Moyer),  Elizabeth,  William,  Edmund, 
and  Jonathan.     Of  these,  Nathan,  Judith,  and  Eliz- 
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abeth  are  living  in  Allentown,  and  Jonathan  on  a 
farm,  being  a  part  of  the  four  hundred  acres  taken  up 
b}-  his  great-graudfather,  Jacob  Schumacher. 

Abraham  Knerr,  with  his  wife  Maria  Eve,  came 
from  Germany,  or  more  probably  from  the  German 
part  of  Switzerland,  some  time  previous  to  the  year 
1748,  and  settled  in  the  eastern  part  of  Weissenberg, 
about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  present  village  of 
Claussville,  on  a  tract  of  land  called  by  him  Pleasant 
View,  which  is  now  (1884)  owned  by  his  great-grand- 
son, Levi  Knerr,  of  Claussville.  He  took  up  large 
tracts  of  land  and  divided  them  among  his  children. 
He  had  a  large  family  of  sons  and  daughters,  among 
whom  were  the  following:  Christopher,  who  married, 
had  several  children,  and  then  moved  to  other  parts  ; 
John  Jacob,  who  probably  went  to  other  parts  before 
he  was  married  ;  Andreas,  who  married  a  Miss  Schall 
and  settled  at  the  Jordan,  and  became  the  father  of 
the  Jordan  branch  of  the  Knerr  family;  Abraham, 
who  settled  at  what  has  since  become  the  village 
of  Lyon  Valley  ;  and  John,  who  received  the  old 
homestead.  Of  the  daughters,  one,  Barbara,  mar- 
ried Jacob  Harner,  another  married  a  Mr.  Stettler, 
and  still  another  a  Mr.  Hartman. 

I.  John  Knerr  married  Catherine  Hartman,  owned 
a  farm  of  three  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land,  and 
was  blessed  with  thirteen  children,  viz. :  Isaac,  who 
went  West;  John,  who  went  to  Northumberland 
County ;  Catherine,  who  married  a  Mr.  Darnmoyer ; 
Maria  Gertrude,  who  married  Peter  Seip,  son  of  Mel- 
chior;  John  Conrad,  who  married  Maria  Helffrich,  a 
daughter  of  Eev.  John  Henry  Helffrich;  Magdalena, 
who  married  a  Mr.  Eisenhard ;  Abraham,  who  mar- 
ried a  Miss  Hunsicker  and  went  to  Union  County ; 
John  Jacob,  who  married  Susan  George ;  Andreas, 
who  married  a  Miss  Hartman  and  went  to  Danville ; 
John  Daniel,  who  was  married  to  Betz  Shifferstein  ; 
John  Christian,  who  married  Magdalena  Fries;  Ben- 
jamin, who  married  a  Miss  Heilman ;  and  Sallie, 
who  married  Martin  Seibert. 

1.  John  Conrad  had  a  number  of  children,  all  of 
whom  died  young  except  Levi  and  Anne.  Levi,  who 
married  Abbie  Brobst,  became  a  country  merchant  at 
Claussville,  and  had  three  children,  viz. .  Richard, 
Calvin,  and  Levi.  Annie  married  Joseph  Slough, 
and  had  two  sons, — Franklin,  a  physician  at  Allen- 
town,  and  Dr.  Chester  Slough,  of  Emaus. 

2.  John  Jacob  Knerr's  children  were  Thomas,  who 
died  in  the  Seminole  war;  William,  who  went  to 
Ohio ;  Samuel,  Mrs.  Burger,  and  Mrs.  Ritter. 

3.  John  Daniel  Knerr's  children  were  Jonas,  who 
moved  to  Ohio;  Aaron,  who  lost  one  leg,  and  served 
for  a  long  time  as  constable  of  Lowhill;  Thomas, 
Levi,  Amelia,  Levina,  Carolina,  Anne,  Elizabeth, 
Mary,  Leanna,  and  Abbie. 

4.  John  Christian  Knerr's  children  were  Solomon, 
whose  first  wife  was  a  Miss  Knerr,  and  whose  second 
wife  was  Judith  Bachman,  and  who  was  several  times 
school  director  of  Weissenberg ;  Joseph,  who  lived 


near  Ziegel's  Church ;  Amandas,  William,  Jonas,  and 
Elizabeth. 

5.  Benjamin  Knerr's  children  were  Wilson,  Amos, 
Mrs.  Heyberger,  and  Mrs.  Hauser. 

II.  Abraham  Knerr,  of  Lyon  Valley,  son  of  Abra- 
ham, had  four  children,  viz..  Elizabeth,  Andreas 
(surnamed  Andre),  Abraham  (surnamed  the  Black), 
and  Susanna. 

1.  Andreas  Knerr  (Andre)  was  twice  married,  and 
had  a  number  of  children .  His  first  wife  was  Eve  Hart- 
man. Her  children  were  Kate,  Elizabeth,  Susanna, 
Lydia,  Michael  (who  went  to  Sugar  Valley),  David 
(who  is  still  living  near  Ziegel's  Church,  and  who  was 
twice  married,  to  Susanna  Derr  and  to  Maria  Derr, 
and  whose  children  are  Daniel,  Jonas,  Henry,  and 
David),  Solomon  (who  went  to  Sugar  Valley),  and 
George  (now  of  Allentown,  who  married  Elizabeth 

Schuler).     His  second  wife  was  Gertrude .     She 

had  several  children.  She  lived  to  a  great  age,  was 
married  several  times,  and  was  known  over  the  whole 
township. 

The  first  wife.  Eve  Hartman,  died  about  the  year 
1807.     She  was  buried  at  the  Lowhill  Cemetery. 

2.  Abraham,  called  "  the  Black,"  speculated  in 
land.  He  was  twice  married.  His  second  wife  sur- 
vived him.  He  had  over  a  dozen  children,  sons  and 
daughters,  one  of  whom,  Willoughby,  is  still  living 
in  the  township. 

Peter  Herber  settled  in  Weissenberg  prior  to  1750. 
He  took  an  active  part  in  the  formation  of  the  Weis- 
senberg congregation,  and  was  chosen  as  the  first  elder 
on  the  Reformed  side  of  said  congregation.  Later, 
when  the  difliculty  arose  between  the  Reformed  and 
Lutheran  elements  of  the  congregation  which  led  to 
the  building  of  the  Lowhill  Church  by  the  Reformed, 
the  Herbers,  although  of  the  Reformed  denomination, 
remained  with  the  Weissenberg  congregation.  Peter 
Herber  had  a  son  named  Jacob,  who  lived  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  Weissenberg  Church,  of  which  he  was 
a  deacon  and  elder.  He  was  married  to  Dorothea 
Sassaman,  daughter  of  Jost  Heinrich  Sassamanns- 
hausen.  He  left  a  number  of  children,  among  whom 
were  Heinrich,  Anna  Maria,  Johannes,  Jacob,  Anna 
Kunigunda,  Catharina,  Andreas,  John  Philip. 

John  Philip  Herber,  the  youngest  son  of  Jacob 
Herber,  was  born  Sept.  7,  1770.  He  obtained  his 
father's  homestead.  He  was  married,  and  left  a  num- 
ber of  children,  viz.:  John,  Jacob,  Heinrich,  John, 
Peter,  Daniel,  Catharine  (Kraseley),  and  Molly 
(Ebert).  Of  these,  Jacob,  John,  Peter,  and  Daniel 
obtained  the  homestead,  dividing  it  into  four  parts. 
John  sold  his  part  to  his  brother  Jacob,  Peter  sold 
his  part  to  Benjamin  Bittner.  John,  Peter,  Daniel, 
and  Catharine  are  still  living,  John  being  in  his 
eighty-first  year. 

The  Werlys  are  of  French  descent.  The  fact  that 
they  all  belong  to  the  Lutheran  Church,  and  that 
they  early  spoke  the  German  language,  can  only  be 
explained  in  the  following  manner,  viz.:  their  early 
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ancestors  probably  were  French  Protestants  or  Hugue- 
nots. When  Louis  XIV.  revoked  the  Edict  of  Nantes, 
in  1685,  they  must  have  emigrated  to  Germany,  and 
adopted  the  German  language  and  the  Lutheran 
faith.  They  are  still  often  called  "  Franks."  The 
name  was  originally  spelled  W-e-r-1-e. 

Sebastian  Werly,  with  his  wife,  Rosina  (born 
Derr),  accompanied  by  her  brother,  John  Derr,  came 
to  Pennsylvania  some  time  previous  to  the  year  1750, 
and  settled  on  the  farm  now  occupied  by  his  great- 
grandson,  Alvin  Werly,  in  what  was  then  called  Alle- 
maogel,  now  Weissenberg.  He  built  his  house  a 
short  distance  from  an  Indian  hunting-path,  which 
led  to  their  village  about  a  mile  away,  at  a  place  now 
occupied  by  Holben's  mill-dam,  in  Lynn  township. 
Often  when  the  Indians  passed  their  house  Mrs. 
Werly  would  give  them  a  loaf  of  bread.  This  they 
would  beat  upon  a  log  until  soft,  then  impale  it  upon 
a  branch  of  willows,  and  tie  it  to  their  shoulders. 
These  acts  of  kindness  on  the  part  of  the  Werlys 
were  reciprocated  by  the  red  man.  Sebastian  Werly 
took  up  large  tracts  of  land.  He  had  six  children, 
viz.:  John  Nicholas,  generally  called  "Hannickle," 
the  oldest,  who  was  born  on  the  ocean ;  Michael ; 
Catherine,  married  to  Bilman;  Dawald,  married  to  a 
Miss  Mummy  ;  Valentine,  generally  called  Feldi,  who 
married  a  Miss  George ;  Maria,  who  married  a  Mr. 
Snyder ;  and  Rosina,  who  married  Berndt  Kressly. 

I.  Nicholas  (Hannickle),  son  of  Sebastian,  owned 
the  land  now  owned  by  John  Werly,  Levi  Weida, 
Henry  German,  and  others.  His  children  were 
Michael,  Andreas,  Sebastian,  who  married  Lydia 
Bittner;  Dewald,  who  married  Molly  Bittner;  Cath- 
erine, who  married  Jacob  Haus ;  Maria,  who  mar- 
ried John  Nicholas  Derr ;  Sarah,  who  married  Jacob 
Bittner;  Rosina,  who  married  Peter  George;  and 
Leah,  married  to  Andreas  Kline,  who  came  from 
Germany. 

1.  Michael,  son  of  Nicholas,  married  a  Miss  Hans, 
and  settled  on  what  is  now  known  as  the  Nathan 
Walbert  farm,  owned  by  William  D.  Bear.  He  was 
drafted  into  the  army  during  the  war  of  1812.  When 
he  came  home  he  had  contracted  an  illness,  of  which 
he  soon  afterwards  died.  His  children  were  Joseph, 
who  married  Catherine  Bittner,  and  afterwards  Leah 
Grimm;  Catherine,  who  married  Peter  Gildner; 
Jonas,  who  married  Maria  (Polly)  Bilman;  Maria, 
married  to  a  Mr.  Schaller,  and  afterwards  to  a  Mr. 
Kressly ;  and  Daniel,  who  went  to  Wisconsin.  Of 
these,  Joseph  lived  near  the  Lowhill  Church,  was  for 
a  long  time  constable  of  Lowhil),  and  raised  a  large 
family  of  sods  and  daughters.  Jonas  is  a  tailor  by 
trade,  and  owns  a  farm  near  Claussville.  His  chil- 
dren are  John,  Ely,  Owen,  Levi,  Carolina  (wife  of 
William  Bear),  Kitty,  and  Benjamin. 

2  Andreas,  son  of  Nicholas,  married  a  Miss  Hans, 
and  received  some  of  his  father's  land,-the  old  home- 
stead His  children  were  Jacob  (who  married  Leah 
Weiss)  Gideon  (who  married  Hettie  Bachman),  Elias, 


John  (who  married  Amelia  Gordan),  Jonas  (who  mar- 
ried Lucy  Olauss),  Maria  (who  married  John  George), 
Sarah  (who  married  John  Peter),  and  Lydia  (who  ' 
married  Jonas  Bachman). 

Jacob's  children  are  Levi,  Penrose,  Edwin,  Mrs. 
Smith,  and  Mrs.  Fritz. 

Gideon's  children  are  Owen,  Moses  (who  went 
West),  and  William. 

Ely's  children  are  Francis  and  others. 

John  and  Jonas  received  their  father's  farms.  John 
has  one  son,  James.  Jonas'  children  are  Alvin,  Wil- 
son, Lucy,  etc. 

3.  Sebastian,  son  of  Nicholas,  had  a  number  of 
children,  viz. :  John  (who  is  married  to  a  Miss  Wag- 
ner, and  received  his  father's  farm),  Elias  (a  store  and 
hotel-keeper),  Stephen,  Rebecca,  Maria,  etc. 

4.  Dawald,  son  of  Nicholas,  was  a  farmer  and  a 
hotel-keeper.  His  children  were  John,  Daniel  (of 
AUentown),  Jacob  (of  Schuylkill  Haven),  Mrs.  Grouse, 
Lucy  (who  married  Rabenold),  Maria  (who  married 
Heilman),  Sallie,  Rebecca  (who  married  Grimm), 
and  Catherine  (wife  of  Henry  German). 

II.  Michael,  son  of  Sebastian,  settled  near  the 
Weissenberg  Church.  His  children  were  Maria  (who 
married  Henry  Weiss),  Catharine  (who  married  John 
Hartman),  Michael  (who  married  a  Miss  Kerschner), 
Magdalena  (who  married  a  Mr.  Kistler),  Abraham 
(who  married  Barbara  Hunsicker),  and  Elizabeth  (who 
married  Jacob  Snyder). 

1.  Michael,  son  of  Michael,  received  a  part  of  his 
father's  farm.  He  had  two  sons,  viz.,  Michael  and 
Daniel.  He  lived  to  a  great  age,  and  was  nearly  blind 
toward  the  last. 

a.  Michael  married  Catherine  Mosser,  and  received 
his  father's  farm.  He  died  in  the  prime  of  life.  His 
children  were  Levi  (who  received  the  farm),  Joseph, 
William  (who  is  a  school-teacher),  Carolina  (who 
married  Joseph  Weiss),  Mary  (who  married  Levi 
Weida,  Sarah,  Emelina,  Kittle  (who  married  R.  Hol- 
lenbach),  Anne,  and  Wilson. 

b.  Daniel  married  a  widow  (Hunsicker).  He  has 
no  children. 

2.  Abraham,  son  of  Michael,  received  a  part  of  his 
father's  farm.  He  is  still  living,  but  is  very  old.  His 
children  are  Jacob  (who  married  Elizabeth  Smith), 
Michael,  Nathan,  Jonas  (whose  son  is  Milton),  Lydia 
(who  married  Peter  Weiss),  Catherine  (who  married 
Philip  Herschner),  Hettie  (who  married  Abraham 
Frey,  Molly  (who  died  single),  and  Lucy  (who  is 
single). 

III.  Valentine  (Feldi),  son  of  Sebastian  (who  re- 
ceived his  father's  farm,  had  ten  children,  viz. :  Chris- 
tiana (who  married  Andrew  Bittner),  Susanna  (who 
married  John  Shifferstein),  Elizabeth  (who  married 
Jacob  Zimmerman),  Maria  (Polly,  who  married 
Schlicher),  Leah  (who  married  Jacob  Walbert), 
Sarah  (who  is  single),  Rebecca  (who  died  single), 
Samuel,  Daniel  (of  Claussville),  and  Charles. 

1.  Samuel's   children  were   Jonas,  of  AUentown ; 
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Rachel,  who  married  Jeremiah  Derr ;  and  Carolina, 
who  married  Charles  Gehringer. 

2.  Daniel  married  Magdalena  Snyder.  His  children 
were  Daniel,  Levi  (who  is  a  coachmaker),  Franklin, 
Carolina  (who  married  John  Werly);  Rebecca  (who 
married  Willoughby  Sieger),  and  Senia  (who  married 
Edwin  Hollenbach). 

3.  Charles  received  his  father's  farm.  He  had  two 
sons,  viz. :  Alvin,  who  lives  on  the  old  homestead  ; 
and  Owen,  who  keeps  the  California  House. 

4.  Dewald,  son  of  Sebastian,  owned  the  farm  on 
which  the  Seiberlingsville  Church  now  stands.  He 
had  eight  children,  viz. :  Jacob  (who  had  but  one 
child),  Abraham,  Daniel  (who  died  without  issue), 
Henry,  Nicholas,  Magdalena  (who  married  Muse), 
Sophia  (who  married  Thomas  Grimm),  and  another 
son  who  died  when  one  year  old. 

1.  Abraham,  to  whom  we  are  indebted  for  much 
information,  is  now  ninety  years  of  age,  being  the 
oldest  man  in  the  township ;  but  is  as  well  preserved 
as  most  men  of  seventy.  His  mind  is  clear.  He  re- 
lates not  only  the  events  that  occurred  when  he  was  a 
boy,  eighty  years  ago,  but  also  the  stories  of  suffering 
and  hardships  related  by  the  veterans  of  our  Revolu- 
tionary war.  He  graphically  depicted  to  the  writer 
the  story  of  the  battle  of  Long  Island  as  he  had  heard 
it  from  the  lips  of  his  grandfather,  Capt.  Mummy, 
who  had  served  under  Sterling  on  the  day  of  that 
eventful  defeat.  He  lives  on  a  farm  near  Seiberlings- 
ville. He  was  in  his  day  one  of  the  most  prominent 
men  in  the  township,  filling  at  different  times  many 
township  oflBces.  He  married  a  Miss  Boger.  His 
children  are  David  (who  married  Maria  Everitt), 
Henry,  William,  Jackson,  Aaron,  Fannie,  Jane,  and 
Mary. 

2.  Henry,  son  of  Dewald,  received  some  of  his 
father's  land,  and  married  a  Miss  Boger.  He  was  for 
a  long  time  constable  of  Weissenberg.  His  children 
were  John,  Henry,  Stephen,  James,  Lucy  (who  mar- 
ried John  Werly,  a  son  of  Jonas),  Mrs.  Kerschner, 
and  others. 

3.  Nicholas  received  his  father's  farm,  married  a 
Miss  Buck,  and  had  eight  children,  viz. :  Harrison, 
Joshua,  Daniel,  Malinda,  Sarah,  Elenora,  Carolina, 
and  Clara. 

Rev.  Daniel  Schumacher  in  1757  settled  in  the 
northern  part  of  Weissenberg  township,  on  a  branch 
of  the  Sweitzer  Creek,  on  the  farm  now  in  possession 
of  Jones  Rex.  He  was  an  educated  minister  from 
Germany.  Rev.  Schumacher  took  an  active  part  in 
building  up  the  Lutheran  Church  in  this  part.  He  at 
one  time  served  as  minister  for  the  Lutheran  congre- 
gations at  Weissenberg,  Heidelberg,  Allemiingel, 
Egypt,  at  the  Antalaunee,  and  others.  He  served 
these  congregations  long  and  faithfully.  Of  him  it 
can  be  said,  "  Well  done,  thou  good  and  faithful  ser- 
vant of  the  Lord."  He  was  greatly  beloved  by  the 
members  of  his  congregations.  His  remains  lie 
buried  in  the  Weissenberg  Cemetery.     He  was  mar- 


ried to  Maria  Elizabeth  Steigerwald,  daughter  of 
George  Steigerwald.  His  children  were  John  George 
Diederich,  born  Oct.  11,  1759 ;  Anna  Catharine  Sa- 
lome, born  Feb.  7,  1762 ;  Anna  Eva  Elizabeth,  born 
Feb.  13,  1764;  Johannes,  born  1775;  and  Heinrich. 

John  George  Diederich  Schumacher  was  a  son  of 
Rev.  Daniel  Schumacher.  He  was  a  farmer  by  occu- 
pation, and  lived  in  Weissenberg  township.  He  left 
a  number  of  children,  among  whom  were  Susanna, 
David,  Jonathan,  Magdalena,  Esther,  Daniel,  Catha- 
rine, Maria,  Peter,  and  Joseph. 

Johannes  Schumacher,  son  of  Rev.  Daniel  Schu- 
macher, moved  to  Schuylkill  County.  One  of  his 
sons,  George,  moved  back  to  Weissenberg.  He  is  in 
his  eighty-fourth  year,  but  is  hale  and  hearty.  He 
lives  with  his  son-in-law,  viz.,  Lewis  Bachman. 
George  Schumacher  was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  and 
was  at  one  time  well  off.  But  he  lost  the  greater  part 
of  his  property  by  being  too  liberal  in  indorsing  other 
people.  Heinrich  Schumacher  was  a  weaver  by 
occupation.  He  lived  in  the  western  part  of  the 
county. 

Rev.  Schumacher  stood  high  in  the  Ministerium  in 
his  time.  Many  of  his  sermons  and  writings  are  in 
the  hands  of  a  minister  at  Reading.  Several  years 
ago  extensive  researches  were  made  as  to  the  life  of 
Rev.  Schumacher  by  Lutheran  ministers. 

Jacob  Greenewald  came  from  Switzerland  about 
1750.  He  settled  on  Sweitzer  Creek  in  what  was  then 
called  AUemangel,  now  Weissenberg.  He  took  an 
active  part  in  the  early  history  of  the  township. 
Among  his  children  were  Jacob,  George,  and  Abra- 
ham. The  latter  was  born  in  April,  1759.  He 
obtained  his  father's  homestead.  He  was  the  builder 
of  Greenewald's  mill,  and  about  the  same  time  he 
also  built  a  saw-mill,  a  tannery,  and  a  distillery.  He 
was  married  to  Maria  Barbara,  and  left  a  number  of 
children,  among  whom  were  John  Jacob,  Daniel,  and 
Sallie.  John  Jacob  was  born  June  11,  1790.  He 
obtained  his  father's  homestead.  He  was  elected  and 
served  as  county  commissioner  of  Lehigh  County. 
He  left  several  children,  of  whom  Charles,  born  May 
2,  1826,  received  the  homestead,  which  is  now  in  pos- 
session of  his  son,  Edwin. 

George  Rupp  was  born  Aug.  11,  1721,  in  the  village 
of  Wimmeran,  in  Lower  Alsace.  His  parents'  names 
were  Ulrich  Rupp  and  Margareta  (Holtzin).  George 
Rupp  married,  Jan.  23,  1750,  Ursila  von  Peterholtz, 
who  was  born  Aug.  17,  1722,  in  the  town  of  Rab- 
schwiern,  duchy  of  Zweibriicken,  Upper  Alsace. 
The>-  emigrated  to  Pennsylvania  in  1750,  and  settled 
near  the  present  village  of  Chapmans,  in  Upper  Ma- 
cungie,  on  a  farm  containing  several  hundred  acres. 
George  and  Ursila  Rupp  had  nine  children,  as  follows : 
Maria  Clara  (married  to  Faringer),  Margareta  (married 
to  Meitzler),  Anna  Margareta  (died  single),  Adam  Her- 
man, John  George,  Andrew,  John,  Maria  Susanna, 
and  Anna  Maria  married  to  Schumacher. 
Adam  Herman  Rupp  was  the  oldest  son  of  George 
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Rupp.  He  was  born  in  Upper  Macungie,  Nov.  7, 
1756.  He  served  four  years  as  a  soldier  in  tlie  Revo- 
lutionary war.  He  took  an  active  part  in  the  militia 
organization  of  the  county,  holding  the  rank  of  brig- 
adier-general. He  inherited  his  father's  homestead, 
on  which  he  lived  until  the  time  of  his  death.  He 
was  married  to  a  daughter  of  a  Mr.  Berer,  and  was 
blessed  with  one  son,  Jacob. 

Jacob  Rupp  was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  and  in- 
herited his  father's  farm,  on  which  he  lived  until  his 
death.  He  was  married  to  Maria  Fogel,  and  was 
blessed  with  six  children,  viz.:  Sarah,  married  fo 
John  S.  Gibbons,  one  of  the  ablest  attorneys  during 
his  time  at  the  Allentown  bar  (he  was  the  father-in- 
law  of  the  Hon.  John  D.  Stiles,  of  Allentown) ;  Mary, 
married  to  David  Schall,  of  Trexlertown,  father  of 
John  R.  Schall,  of  Allentown;  Hon.  George  B.  Schall 
(deceased),  of  Allentown;  and  James  Schall;  Eliza, 
married  to  Victor  Blumer,  of  Allentown,  who  pub- 
lished the  Friedens  Bote;  Herman  Rupp,  who  lived 
on  his  father's  homestead  in  Upper  Macungie  (at 
one  time  a  member  of  the  State  Legislature,  and  a 
justice  of  the  peace  of  his  township,  in  which  capacity 
he  served  until  the  time  of  his  death) ;  Benjamin 
Rupp,  the  father  of  George  Rupp,  Esq.,  a  noted  attor- 
ney of  Allentown,  was  engaged  in  farming  near  Chap- 
man's Station,  in  Upper  Macungie ;  and  Tilghman 
Rupp,  who  was  engaged  in  the  jewelry  business  at 
Philadelphia. 

John  George  Rupp  was  born  Feb.  28,  1758,  in 
Upper  Macungie.  He  married  a  daughter  of  a  Mr. 
Guth.  He  lived  for  some  time  in  Upper  Macungie 
and  then  moved  away. 

Andrew  Rupp  was  the  third  son  of  George  Rupp. 
He  was  born  in  Upper  Macungie,  March  26,  1760. 
He  served  for  four  years  with  distinction  in  the  Rev- 
olutionary war.  He  was  a  carpenter  by  trade.  He 
at  first  lived  near  Chapman's  Station,  Upper  Macun- 
gie, but  moved  to  Weissenberg,  and  lived  for  twenty- 
one  years  where  the  present  village  of  Seipstown  is. 
He  was  married  to  Anna  Maria  Hoflman,  and  was 
blessed  with  seven  children,  viz.:  Andrew,  John, 
Solomon,  Emanuel,  Catharine  (married  to  Daniel 
Christman),  Hetty  (married  to  Wieder),  and  Mrs. 
Kelchner. 

Andrew  Rupp,  Jr.,  the  oldest  son  of  Andrew  Rupp, 
Sr.,  was  born  in  Upper  Macungie,  April  4,  1784.  He 
was  a  carpenter  by  trade.  He  was  married  to  Mag- 
dalena  Muthard,  and  was  blessed  with  three  chil- 
dren, viz.:  Catharine  (who  died  single),  Solomon, 
and  Maria  (who  died  single). 

John  Rupp,  second  son  of  Andrew  Rupp,  was 
twice  married.  His  first  wife  was  Elizabeth  Hart- 
man  This  union  was  blessed  with  two  children, 
viz  •'  Anna  (married  to  JosephJCulms.),  and  Judith 
(married  to  Israel  Benner).  After  the  death  of  his 
first  wife  he  married  Catharine  Wieand,  by  whom  he 
had  one  son,  named  Daniel.  John  Rupp  was  a  gun- 
smith by  trade. 


Solomon  Rupp,  third  son  of  Andrew  Rupp,  Sr., 
lived  in  Weissenberg  township.  He  was  a  carpenter 
by  trade.  He  was  never  married.  He  lived  with 
George  Barner.  With  his  death  is  connected  a  mys- 
tery which  probably  will  never  be  explained.  He 
was  out  one  night,  and  the  next  morning  when  Mr. 
Barner  came  into  his  barn  he  found  him  lying  on  the 
thrashing-floor  at  the  point  of  death.  Several  bun- 
dles of  straw  lying  close  to  him  which  had  slipped 
from  the  loft  suggested  the  idea  that  he  had  fallen 
from  that  place,  but  on  examination  it  was  discovered 
that  his  watch  and  pocket-book  were  missing,  an 
indication  that  he  had  been  robbed. 

Emanuel  Rupp,  youngest  son  of  Andrew  Rupp, 
lived  in  Lynn  township.  He  was  married  to  Maria 
Danner,  of  Weissenberg,  and  had  four  children,  viz. : 
Solomon,  John,  Catharine,  and  Maria. 

Solomon  Rupp,  son  of  Andrew  Rupp,  Jr.,  was  born 
in  Lowhill  township,  Feb.  15,  1813.  He  was  married 
to  Maria  Frey,  a  daughter  of  Peter  Frey  and  his 
wife,  Maria  Barbara  (Moser).  Solomon  Rupp  lived 
in  Weissenberg  township.  In  his  youth  he  learned 
the  carpenter's  trade,  at  which  he  worked  for  a  con- 
siderable time,  but  later  he  engaged  in  farming.  He 
lost  his  life  at  Allentown  on  the  5th  of  February, 
1854,  while  engaged  in  loading  coal  from  a  large 
heap  in  one  of  the  coal-yards  of  thai  place.  He 
had  eight  children,  viz. :  William,  John,  Benjamin, 
Louisa  E.,  Solomon  F.,  Sallie  Anna,  Henry  F.,  and 
Alvin.  William,  the  oldest  son  of  Solomon  Rupp, 
graduated  at  Franklin  and  Marshall  College,  and 
then  studied  theology  at  the  Mercersburg  Theolog- 
ical Seminary,  was  ordained  as  a  Reformed  minister, 
and  is  located  at  Manchester,  Md.  John,  the  second 
son,  studied  at  Franklin  and  Marshall  College,  and 
later  at  the  Allentown  Seminary,  then  studied  law 
in  the  office  of  the  Hon.  Adam  Woolever,  of  Allen- 
town, and  is  now  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession at  Allentown.  Benjamin  attended  the  Allen- 
town Seminary,  also  the  academies  at  Quakertown 
and  Carversville,  read  law,  but  died  of  typhoid  fever 
before  he  was  admitted  to  practice.  Louisa  E.  is 
married  to  Benjamin  Fries,  and  lives  in  Weissenberg 
township.  Solomon  F.  studied  at  Palatinate  College, 
Myerstown,  Pa.,  and  is  engaged  in  teaching  school 
and  farming  in  Weissenberg.  Henry  F.  attended 
the  Kulpsville  Academy,  and  is  now  engaged  in 
farming  and  teaching  school  in  Weissenberg.  Sallie 
Anna  died  young.  Alvin  studied  at  Palatinate  Col- 
lege, Myerstown.  During  the  last  two  years  he  has 
had  charge  of  the  Macungie  High  School.  He  now 
lives  in  Upper  Saucon.  John  Rupp,  the  youngest 
son  of  George  Rupp,  was  born  in  Upper  Macungie, 
July  2,  1762.  He  married  A.  Fleckser's  daughter, 
and  moved  away. 

Nicholas  Gehringer  was  born  in  Alsace,  on  the  29th 
of  June,  1729.  He  was  a  son  of  Jost  Gehringer  and 
his  wife  Abolora,  and  was  of  French  descent.  He 
came  to  this  country  in  1750,  and  was  sold  to  Michael 
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Fisher,  of  Berks  County,  for  the  payment  of  his  pas- 
sage. He  afterwards  worked  for  Mr.  Fisher  for  wages. 
On  the  18th  of  May,  1781,  he  bought  the  farm  called 
"  Partnership,''  containing  one  hundred  and  eighty- 
six  acres,  from  Michael  Fisher,  who  had  obtained  it 
by  virtue  of  a  warrant  dated  Dec.  6,  1753.  Nicholas 
Gehringer  married  Marie  Schuarm,  and  had  eight 
children,  viz. :  Peter,  Elizabeth,  John,  Andrew,  Se- 
bastian, William,  Maria,  and  Regina.  Nicholas  Gehr- 
inger sold  his  property  April  14,  1794,  to  his  sons, 
Peter  and  John.  Peter  Gehringer  married  Eva  Batts, 
and  had  three  children,  viz.:  John,  Elizabeth  (mar- 
ried to  Henry  Kramlich),  and  Catharine  (married  to 
Charles  Long).  Nicholas  Gehringer's  daughter  Eliza- 
beth married  a  Wagner.  His  son  John  was  married 
to  Maria  Herring.  They  had  no  children.  Andrew 
Gehringer  and  Sebastian  Gehringer  went  to  Berks 
County,  married,  and  settled  there.  William  married 
and  settled  in  Weissenberg.  Peter  Gehringer  and 
John  Gehringer  sold  their  property  to  Peter's  son, 
John, — one  part  in  1830  and  the  other  in  1842.  John 
Gehringer  was  married  to  Sarah  Greenawald,  and  had 
three  children,  viz. .  Daniel,  Jones,  and  Sallie,  who 
is  married  to  Jacob  Hartman.  Of  these  Daniel  has 
the  homestead,  Jones  is  deceased,  and  Sallie  lives  in 
Lowhill.  William  Gehringer's  children  are  Jones, 
John  (deceased),  Joseph,  William,  Henry,  Joel, 
Daniel,  Polly  (married  to  Gideon  Schneck),  Mary 
(married  to  Jones  Herbert),  and  Juliana  (deceased, 
who  was  married  to  Aaron  Moyer). 

Leonard  Danner  came  early  to  Weissenberg,  and 
bought  the  farm  on  Silver  Creek,  about  half  a  mile 
northwest  from  the  present  village  of  New  Smithville. 
This  farm  had  been  granted  by  virtue  of  different 
warrants,  one  dated  March  20,  1752,  and  another 
dated  March  19, 1753,  and  another  dated  Dec.  2, 1766, 
to  William  Weirich.  Leonard  Danner  had  seven 
children,  viz. :  Jacob,  John,  George,  Judith,  Polly 
(married  to  Emanuel  Eupp),  Catharine  (married  to 
an  Arnold),  and  another  one  married  to  a  man 
named  Tilghman.  Danner  sold  his  farm  to  Jacob 
Danuer,  in  1815.  Jacob  sold  it  in  1820  to  Peter 
Lichty,  and  moved  to  Buffalo  Valley,  and  later  to 
Ohio.  John  Danner  moved  to  Allentown.  George 
Danner  was  a  blacksmith  by  trade.  He  bought  a 
tract  of  land  adjoining  his  father's,  and  later  bought 
a  large  portion  of  what  had  been  formerly  his  father's 
farm  from  Peter  Lichty.  He  was  married  to  Catha- 
rine Earner,  and  had  four  children,  viz.:  Charles,  who 
has  his  father's  homestead  ;  George,  who  is  living  at 
Allentown  ;  Catharine,  now  deceased,  who  was  mar- 
ried to  Joseph  Bear ;  and  Lucy,  who  was  married  to 
Daniel  Kuhns. 

Christian  Seiberling  was  of  German  origin.  He 
came  from  Wurtemberg  about  1750,  and  settled  in 
Allemiingel,  now  in  Weissenberg  township,  on  the 
property  now  owned  by  John  Kline.  He  had  a  son 
named  Frederick  and  several  daughters,  one  named 
Catharine,  born  April  22,  1772,  and  another  named 


Anna  Maria,  born  Nov.  6,  1774.  Frederick  Seiber- 
ling was  married,  and  had  five  children,  viz. :  John, 
Christian,  Peter,  Jones,  and  Elizabeth,  married  to 
Peter  Haas.  John  Seiberling  lived  at  Lynnville,  in 
Lynn  township.  He  was  for  a  long  time  postmaster 
at  that  place,  and  was  the  oldest  postmaster  in  the 
United  States.  He  was  married  to  a  Miss  Bear,  and 
had  ten  children,  viz. :  Mary  (married  to  David  Moser), 
Joshua,  Nathan,  Peter,  James,  William,  John,  Han- 
nah (married  to  Isaac  Herman),  Amelia  (married  to 
Abraham  Smith),  and  Sarah  (married  to  David 
Bleiler). 

Christian  Seiberling  married  Magdalena  Stump. 
He  lived  on  a  farm  through  which  Lyon  Creek  ran, 
and  on  which  was  a  saw-mill  of  which  he  was  the 
manager  for  many  years.  He  had  one  daughter 
named  Rachel,  who  married  Levi  Lichtenwallner, 
with  whom  he  moved  to  Lower  Macungie,  where  he 
died  some  time  ago. 

Peter  Seiberling  married  and  had  two  children, — 
John  F.  and  Julian.  John  studied  medicine,  and 
practiced  at  Hamburg  for  the  greater  part  of  his  life. 
In  his  later  years  he  moved  to  Philadelphia,  where 
he  died  several  years  ago. 

Jones  Seiberling  married  Rebecca  Greenewald,  and 
had  three  children. 

Joshua  Seiberling,  son  of  John  Seiberling,  married, 
in  1833,  Catharine  Moser.  He  bought  what  was  then 
Schaller's  Hotel,  at  what  is  now  Seiberlingsville,  and 
had  a  store  as  well  as  a  tavern  there.  He  was  several 
times  elected  as  justice  of  the  peace,  and  served  as 
postmaster  at  Seiberlingsville  for  a  period  of  almost 
fifty  years.  He  was  strongly  in  favor  of  the  common- 
school  system,  and  urged  its  adoption  in  the  township. 
After  its  adoption  he  was  appointed  as  one  of  the  first 
school  directors,  and  did  his  best  to  give  the  schools  a 
good  start.  He  is  the  father  of  twelve  children,  viz. : 
Amanda,  who  died  single ;  Sarah,  who  was  married 
to  Tilghman  Mink,  died  at  Clarence,  Iowa;  Rose, 
married  to  Henry  Grim,  lives  at  Clarence,  Iowa; 
Milton,  who  was  employed  in  the  army  during  the 
war  of  the  Rebellion,  died  at  the  mouth  of  the  White 
River,  in  Arkansas ;  Mary,  married  to  William  Gross- 
cup,  lives  at  Germansville,  Lehigh  Co. ;  Frederic, 
studied  medicine,  and  is  located  in  the  practice  of  his 
profession  at  Lynnville;  Henry  M.,  who  was  in  the 
army  during  the  war  of  the  Rebellion,  lives  in  Mis- 
souri;  Ellen,  who  died  single;  Joshua,  who  studied 
medicine  and  practices  at  Hynemansville;  Emma, 
married  to  Dr.  W.  K.  Kistler,  lives  at  Germansville, 
Lehigh  Co. ;  Lila,  married  to  Ed.  Lobach,  of  Phila- 
delphia; and  Ida,  married  to  Lavinus  Holben,  lives 
at  Saegersville,  Lehigh  Co. ;  Nathan  Seiberling,  mar- 
ried to  Catharine  Peter,  went  West ;  Peter  Seiberling, 
married  Catharine  Hartman,  moved  to  Schuylkill 
County,  kept  a  hotel  several  miles  from  Tamaqua,  and 
died  in  1883 ;  Jones  Seiberling  married  Sarah  Moser, 
and  went  West;  William  died  young. 

John  Seiberling  married  Eliza  Greenewald.     He 
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served  one  term  as  recorder  of  deeds  for  Lehigh 
County,  and  is  now  engaged  in  the  coal  business  at 
Allen  town. 

Philip  Wendel  Klein  came  from  Germany  prior  to 
1750.  He  settled  in  Weissenberg  township,  on  a  farm 
about  a  mile  northeast  from  the  present  village  of 
Seipstown,  for  which  he  obtained  a  warrant  in  1753, 
and  sold  it  to  his  son,  John  Jacob,  on  Nov.  10,  1761. 
Philip  Wendel  Klein  had  a  number  of  children, 
among  whom  were  John  Jacob,  John  Adam,  and 
Peter.  John  Jacob  Kline  had  his  father's  homestead, 
which  he  sold  April  1,  1769,  to  Marks  Pontius,  and 
moved  to  Salisbury  township.  John  Adam  Kline,  in 
1761,  bought  from  Peter  Krunt  the  property  originally 
settled  by  him,  and  now  known  as  the  Bear  farm, 
situated  on  Lyon  Creek,  about  a  mile  above  Lyon 
Valley.  John  Adam  Kline  had  this  property  till 
1773,  when  he  sold  it  to  Adam  Bear,  and  moved  to 
Salisbury  township.  Peter  Kline  was  born  in  1741. 
In  1763  he  married  Margaret  Stettler.  He  had  four 
sons,  viz.,  Lorentz,  Henry,  Jacob,  and  Jonathan. 
Peter  Kline  bought  from  Philip  Kleinert  a  farm  situ- 
ated in  the  southern  part  of  the  township,  and  con- 
taining two  hundred  and  sixty  acres.  Peter  Kline, 
being  a  miller  by  trade,  soon  erected  a  mill  on  his 
property.  In  1803  he  sold  a  part  of  his  farm,  in- 
cluding the  mill,  to  his  son  Lorentz,  and  the  re- 
mainder to  Jones.  Lorentz  Kline  was  born  Nov.  12, 
1773.  He  was  married  to  Magdalena  Knauss,  but 
had  no  children.  He  was  for  many  years  the  owner 
and  proprietor  of  Kline's  mill.  He  died  June  16, 
1868.  Jacob  Kline  went  to  Lowhill,  and  bought  a 
mill  property  on  Jordan  Creek,  about  a  mile  below 
Weidasville.  The  mill  is  now  known  as  Schlicher's. 
Jacob  Kline  had  fourteen  children,  viz.,  Jacob,  Maria, 
Jones,  Charles,  Joseph,  Sarah,  Catharine,  Hetty, 
Samuel,  David,  Hannah,  Susan,  Solomon,  and  Mary. 
Of  these  Charles  came  to  Weissenberg,  and  lived  with 
his  uncle,  Lorentz  Kline,  whose  property  he  received, 
and  upon  which  he  still  lives.  Jonathan  Kline  was 
born  June  18, 1783.  He  married  Anna  Maria  Weiler. 
He  obtained  his  father's  homestead,  where  he  died 
Aug.  29, 1868.  He  left  four  children,— James,  Anna, 
Eliza,  and  Mary. 

Daniel  Stettler  and  his  wife  Catharine  came  from 
Alsace  about  1745.  In  1757  he  bought  a  tract  of 
land  from  Peter  Stimble.  In  1759  he  bought  an  ad- 
joining tract  from  Jacob  Suiter,  and  in  1766,  by  a 
warrant,  obtained  another  tract,  the  three  tracts  to- 
gether making  one  hundred  and  fifty-six  acres,  situated 
near  Hynemansville,  Weissenberg  township,  being 
the  property  now  partly  owned  by  Jonathan  Xander. 
Daniel  Stettler  was  a  weaver  by  trade.  He  had  three 
children  viz.,  Heinrich,  Philip,  and  Catharine,  who 
was  married  to  David  Xander.  Heinrich  Stettler 
moved  to  Allentown.  Philip  Stettler  was  a  weaver  by 
trade  He  bought  from  Jacob  Stine  a  farm  near  the 
present  village  of  Seipstown,  now  owned  in  part  by 
David  Stettler  and  by  Levi  Stettler.    Philip  Stettler's 


sons  were  Philip,  Abraham,  Daniel,  and  Andreas. 
Philip  settled  in  Weissenberg.  He  had  four  sons,  viz., 
Nathan,  Heinrich,  Philip,  and  Jones.  Abraham 
Stettler  settled  in  Weissenberg,  receiving  a  part  of 
his  father's  property.  His  sous  were  Amandus,  who 
taught  school  for  a  number  of  years  in  various  parts 
of  the  township;  David,  who  also  served  as  a  school- 
teacher in  his  time ;  Levi,  who  is  a  carpenter  by 
trade;  Abraham,  James,  and  William.  Of  these, 
David,  Levi,  and  Abraham  are  living  in  Weissenberg. 
Daniel  Stettler  settled  in  Weissenberg.  His  sons  were 
Ellas,  Jacob,  John,  Daniel,  Benjamin,  and  Thomas, 
of  whom  none  are  now  living  in  the  township.  An- 
drew Stettler  settled  in  Weissenberg.  He  left  a  num- 
ber of  children,  among  whom  were  two  sons, — Aaron 
and  Amos.  Of  these  the  former  lives  in  Weissenberg, 
and  the  latter  in  Lowhill. 

Jacob  Earner  was  of  German  descent.  He  came 
to  Weissenberg  in  1768,  and  bought  the  property  which 
had  been  granted  by  virtue  of  a  warrant  dated  April 
5,  1748,  unto  Adam  Mengel.  Jacob  Barner  had  three 
children,  one  son  and  two  daughters.  His  son's  name 
was  Michael.  He  bought  his  father's  property  April 
7,  1795.  Michael  had  seven  children,  viz.,  Catharine 
(married  to  George  Danner),  Nathan,  George,  Lydia 
(married  to  Solomon  Bartz),  Elizabeth  (married  to 
Henry  Eeitz),  Leah  (married  to  Isaac  Levan),  and 
Gedion.  Nathan  Barner  married  Maria  Leibelsperger. 
He  moved  to  Whitehall.  He  had  five  children,  viz., 
Harrison  (who  keeps  the  Sun  Hotel  in  Salisbury), 
David  (in  Lower  Macungie,  who  served  one  term  as 
county  commissioner),  James,  Stephen  (who  went 
to  Salisbury),  and  Caroline  (first  married  to  Evan 
Guth,  but  now  the  wife  of  Hilarius  Kennel). 

George  Barner  married  Maria  Gackenbach,  and  set- 
tled on  a  farm  near  New  Smithville,  in  the  southern 
part  of  the  township.  He  had  four  children,  viz., 
David  (who  lives  at  Allentown),  Mary  (who  was  mar- 
ried to  Levi  Walbert,  and  lives  near  Hynemans- 
ville), Amelina  (married  to  Henry  Siegfried),  and 
Emily  (married  to  Edwin  Werly).  Gedion  Barner 
lives  on  the  homestead.  He  is  the  youngest  son  of 
Michael  Barner,  and  the  only  one  who  is  yet  living. 
He  is  married  to  Hannah  Bear,  a  daughter  of  Peter 
Bear.  Gedion  Barner  has  five  children  living,  viz., 
William,  Amanda  (married  to  Benjamin  Grim), 
Elmena  (married  to  Solomon  Mohr;,  Phaon,  and 
Francis. 

Eev.  Johann  Heinrich  Helffrich,  the  progenitor  of 
the  Helfirich  family  in  this  county,  landed  at  New 
York  on  the  14th  of  January,  1772.  He  in  company 
with  his  step-brother,  Rev.  Albert  Conrad  HeliFen- 
stein,  and  Eev.  J.  G.  Gebhard,  were  sent  to  America 
as  missionaries  by  the  Synod  of  Holland  to  help  to 
establish  the  Reformed  Church.  Eev.  Helfii'ich  was 
born  Oct.  22, 1789,  in  Moszbach-on  the-Neckar,  Palati- 
nate. His  father,  Johann  Peter  Helffrich,  was  burgo- 
master in  Moszbach,  a  bailiwick  of  the  Palatinate,  and 
his  mother  was  Anna  Margaretha,  born  Dietz.     The 
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Helffrich  family  dates  from  450  A.D.,  and  were,  ac- 
cording to  the  Vienna  family  records  of  old  nobility, 
living  near  the  present  Wiirzburg,  where  its  Castle 
Herneck  stood.  The  ancestor  of  the  family  was 
known  as  Baldwin  von  Helffrich,  and  was  duke  and 
chief  of  the  Vangions,  a  tribe  of  the  Franks.  Johann 
H.  Helffrich  was  appointed  by  the  Reformed  Synod 
to  preside  over  the  congregations  now  in  Heidelberg, 
Lynn,  Weissenberg,  Lowhill,  Maxatawny,  Long- 
swamp,  Upper  Milford,  and  others.  He  first  lived  in 
Kutztown,  Berks  Co.  One  year  later,  on  Nov.  3,  1773, 
he  was  married  to  Miss  Maria  Magdalena  Sassamanns- 
hausen,  a  daughter  of  Andreas  Sassamannsbausen, 
of  Maxatawny,  Berks  Co.  His  father-in-law  pre- 
sented him  with  a  farm,  on  which  he  lived  up  to  his 
death.  His  farm  was  located  in  Weissenberg  township, 
to  the  left  of  Helffrichsville.  From  this  point  he  pre- 
sided over  the  congregations  Maxatawny,  De  Long, 
Lowhill,  Weissenberg,  Heidelberg,  Longswamp,  Zie- 
gel's.  Upper  Milford,  Trexlertown,  and  Lynn.  On  the 
5th  of  December,  1810,  as  Helffrich  was  about  mount- 
ing his  horse  to  visit  the  sick  widow  of  Rev.  Lehman, 
he  was  stricken  with  apoplexy  and  died  the  same 
day,  having  reached  the  age  of  seventy-one  years,  one 
month,  and  thirteen  days.  In  Europe  he  served 
eleven,  and  in  America  thirty-eight,  years  in  the  min- 
istry. In  America  he  baptized  five  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  thirty,  and  confirmed  four  thousand.  Helf- 
frich was  the  first  ordained  minister  in  this  section, 
and  brought  his  congregations  under  the  rules  of  the 
old  Coetus.  He  was  blessed  with  twelve  children ; 
five  died  young.  His  oldest  son,  Johann  Heinrich, 
was  elected  justice  of  the  peace  of  Weissenberg,  lived 
near  the  old  homestead,  and  died  in  1830.  Daniel 
became  a  merchant  also  near  the  old  home.  His  store 
was, the  principal  one  in  Weissenberg  township  for 
many  years ;  he  died  in  1854.  Samuel,  the  youngest 
son,  became  partowner  of  Balliet's  Furnace,in  Heidel- 
berg ;  he  died  in  1830.  Elizabeth,  the  oldest  daughter, 
was  married  to  Peter  Hain,  a  farmer  in  Maxatawny ; 
died  without  issue.  The  second  daughter,  Maria  G., 
was  married  to  Conrad  Knerr,  of  Lowhill,  Clau.ssville. 
The  third  daughter,  Lydia,  was  married  to  Benjamin 
Schmidt,  a  farmer  of  Macungie. 

The  Rev.  Johannes  Helffrich  was  the  third  son  of 
Rev.  Johann  H.  Helffrich.  He  was  born  Jan.  17, 
1795,  in  Weissenberg.  At  this  time  the  Reformed 
Church  in  America  had  no  college  nor  seminary.  All 
candidates  for  the  ministry  were  obliged  to  study 
under  private  instruction.  In  1805,  when  he  was  but 
ten  years  old,  he  began  the  classical  studies  under  his 
father's  tuition,  and  continued  till  his  father  died, 
after  which  he  studied. under  the  Rev.  Dr.  S.  Helffen- 
stein,  of  Philadelphia,  Helffrich's  cousin.  In  1811, 
when  Helffrich  went  to  Helffenstein,  he  was  accom- 
panied by  seven  students,  who  also  were  fitting  them- 
selves for  the  ministry,  viz.,  Martin  Brunner,  J. 
Ibach,  J.  Scholl,  J.  Weinbrenner,  Daniel  Zellers, 
John  Zuilch,  and  A.  Haaszberger.     The  students  of 


Dr.  Helffenstein  were  obliged  to  join  the  old  Ger- 
mania  Society  of  Philadelphia,  in  which  they  took 
active  part.  Helffrich  continued  his  studies  till  1816, 
when  he  was  examined  and  licensed  at  New  Holland 
by  the  Synod  of  that  year.  After  the  death  of  the 
Rev.  Helffrich,  Sr.,  the  consistory  of  his  congregations 
met  and  decided  that  the  young  Helffrich  was  to  take 
his  father's  place  as  soon  as  he  had  finished  his  studies. 
Rev.  H.  Diefenbach  was  accepted  to  serve  the  con- 
gregation ]jro  tempore.  After  Helffrich,  Jr.,  was 
licensed  Diefenbach  left  the  charge,  and  Helffrich 
was  elected  as  their  pastor.  He  served  the  Zeigel, 
Longswamp,  Lowhill,  and  Weissenberg, — one  con- 
gregation,— Heidelberg  and  Ebenezer.  The  rest  of 
the  old  charge  were  formed  in  a  new  charge.  Helf- 
frich labored  in  this  field  up  to  his  death,  April  2, 
1852.  Helffrich  bought  a  home  in  his  younger  years 
about  one  mile  from  the  old  homestead,  near  Hyne- 
mansville.  On  April  19,  1818,  he  was  married  to 
Miss  Salome  Schantz,  daughter  of  Jacob  Schantz,  at 
the  spring  of  the  Cedar  Creek. 

In  his  time  fell  two  current  movements  which 
claimed  his  attention,  viz.,  the  Free  Synod,  a  schism 
in  the  Reformed  Church,  and  homoeopathy.  The 
Free  Synod  he  fought  with  all  his  power,  denouncing 
them  as  rebels.  In  1830,  Dr.  Wosselhoeft  and  Dr. 
Bering  heralded  homoeopathy  into  Lehigh  County. 
Helffrich  accepted  the  new  science  ardently,  proved 
many  remedies,  and  cured  many  cases.  His  oldest 
son,  Henry,  graduated  at  a  Philadelphia  allopathic 
college,  but  afterwards  studied  homoeopathy,  and  at 
this  writing  is  practicing  his  profession  in  Allentown. 
Helffrich  baptized  four  thousand  five  hundred  and 
ninety-one,  confirmed  two  thousand  five  hundred, 
married  one  thousand,  and  buried  twelve  hundred 
persons  during  his  ministry. 

Rev.  William  A.  Helffrich,  D.D.,  second  and  young- 
est son  of  Rev.  Johannes  Helffrich,  followed  the  pro- 
fession of  his  father.  He  was  born  Aug.  20,  1827,  in 
Weissenberg.  After  finishing  his  studies,  in  1845,  he 
was  examined  and  ordained  by  the  Classis  of  East 
Pennsylvania,  and  placed  as  his  father's  assistant.  In 
1852,  after  the  death  of  his  father,  the  charge  elected 
him  as  their  pastor.  On  Aug.  1, 1852,  he  was  married 
to  Miss  Amanda  H.,  daughter  of  Solomon  Fogel,  Esq. 
He  moved  to  Fogelsville,  being  more  central  to  his 
charge.  Dr.  John  Helffrich  and  Dr.  Calvin  Helffrich, 
two  sons  of  Rev.  William  A.  Helffrich,  are  practicing 
homoeopathy  in  Fogelsville. 

Rev.  Nevin  A.  Helffrich,  the  second  son  of  Rev. 
William  A.  Helffrich,  was  born  May  4,  1855 ;  gradu- 
ated in  Heidelberg  College  and  in  the  Theological 
Seminary  of  Ursinus  College.  In  1879  he  was  exam- 
ined by  the  East  Pennsylvania  Classis,  licensed,  and 
appointed  as  his  father's  assistant. 

David  Xander  was  a  son  of  George  Xander,  of 
Whitehall,  and  a  weaver  by  trade.  He  married  Cath- 
arine Stettler,  and  received  her  father's  homestead  in 
1785.     His  children  were  Deobald,  who  received  the 
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homestead ;  David,  who  went  to  Whitehall ;  Daniel, 
who  settled  in  Weissenberg ;  Henry,  who  went  to  Kutz- 
town ;  Peter,  to  Penn's  Valley ;  George,  to  Mertztown ; 
and  Joseph,  who  settled  in  Greenwich.  Deobald  Xan- 
der's  children  are  Jonathan,  who  married  Mollie  Schu- 
macher, and  received  his  father's  homestead ;  Dewald, 
who  went  to  Union  County  ;  Jesse  (now  deceased),  to 
Lynn  township  ;  and  Charles  and  Peter,  who  live  in 
Carbon  County.  Jonathan  Xander's  children  are 
Jonathan,  who  has  his  father's  homestead;  Mary 
Anna,  now  deceased,  but  was  married  to  Jones 
Kreesly ;  Sarah  Amanda,  married  to  Jeiferson  Hol- 
ben ;  and  Priscilla,  married  to  Henry  Frey. 

Frederick  Hyneman,  who  figured  at  one  time  con- 
siderably in  the  history  of  Weissenberg,  was  an  Eng- 
lishman by  birth.  He  came  from  Philadelphia,  and 
was  married  to  Catharine  Kline,  of  that  city.  He 
left  Philadelphia  in  1793,  on  account  of  the  yellow 
fever,  and  went  to  Lancaster,  and  from  thence  came 
to  Weissenberg,  and  bought  out  Mr.  Bobst,  at  Hyne- 
mansvllle.  Frederick  Hyneman  had  eight  children, 
— George,  John,  Frederick,  Jacob,  Kitty,  Elizabeth, 
Sallie,  and  Mary.  George,  oldest  son  of  Frederick 
Hyneman,  had  three  children, — John,  William,  and 
Elnora.  They  all  lived  in  Philadelphia.  George 
Hyneman  served  for  many  years  as  school-teacher  in 
Weissenberg  and  the  surrounding  townships.  He  was 
one  of  the  first  teachers  who  taught  English  in  this 
township.  John  Hyneman  married  at  Reading  and 
remained  there.  Frederick  married  at  Beading  and 
moved  to  Allentown.  He  had  two  sons,— Augustus 
and  Charles.  Jacob  died  single.  Kitty  married  a  Mr. 
Goodman,  of  Philadelphia,  and  lived  there.  Eliza- 
beth died  single.  Sallie  married  Jacob  Kramlich  and 
had  fourteen  children.  They  lived  for  many  years 
near  Hynemansville,  in  Weissenberg,  but  then  moved 
to  Ohio,  except  their  son,  George,  who  lived  at  Long- 
swamp,  and  Kitty,  who  had  married  Charles  Weigh- 
net.  Mary  married  Conrad  Ihrie,  of  Philadelphia. 
They  lived  at  Philadelphia  until  the  death  of  Mr. 
Ihrie,  when  she  came  to  Hynemansville,  with  her 
children.  They  had  five  children,  viz.:  Charles, 
Eliza,  Catharine,  Edmund,  and  Ann  Louisa. 

Charles  Ihre  went  to  Kentucky,  married  there,  and 
came  back  to  Allentown  and  was  elected  as  sheriff  of 
Lehigh  County.  He  had  one  child,  a  daughter, 
named  Mary  Elizabeth.  Eliza  Ihrie  married  Robert 
Wallace,  of  Easton.  They  had  five  children,-Dr. 
Frederick  A.,  George,  Amanda,  William,  and  Kitty. 
Dr  Frederick  A.  Wallace  married  Mary  Elizabeth 
Ihrie  daughter  of  Conrad  Ihrie;  practiced  medicine 
for  a  while  at  Hynemansville,  and  had  a  store  at  the 
same  place;  served  as  justice  of  the  peace  of  Weis- 
senberg In  1850  he  moved  to  Philadelphia,  and  later 
to  Fox  Lake,  Wis.,  where  he  is  now  living.  George 
Wallace  went  to  California.  Amanda  lives  at  St. 
Paul,  Minn.  William  died  single.  Kitty  married 
Charles  Lee,  of  Philadelphia,  and  no^J.'^/"  ^t. 
Paul    Minn.    Catharine  Ihrie  married  Nicholas  De 


Pew,  a  merchant  of  Easton.  Edmund  Ihrie  married 
Eebecca  Mutterhard  and  lived  at  Hynemansville. 
Ann  Louise  Ihrie  married  John  Leiser,  of  Schuylkill 
County,  who  moved  to  Hynemansville  and  kept  the 
tavern  there  from  1850  to  1856. 

Residents  in  1781. — The  commissioners  of  North- 
ampton County  on  Dec.  27,  1781,  made  the  following 
assessment  for  the  township  of  Weissenberg,  which 
shows  who  were  then  its  taxable  inhabitants : 


Michael  Bobst. 
Jacob  Bare. 
George  Braucher. 
John  Bare. 
Adam  Bare. 
Nicholas  Bacliman. 
Frederick  Bock. 
Michael  Bowerman. 
George  Bowerman. 
Christian  Braucher. 
Godfrey  Boger. 
Adam  Boger. 
Christian  Boger. 
Jacob  Bawall. 
Jacob  Bemer. 
Nicholas  Bisecker. 
Conrad  Beesinger. 
Philip  Benninghofl 
Conrad  Bapp. 
John  Derr. 
John  Belong. 
Stofle  Dresher. 
Conrad  Deal. 
Adam  Deel. 
Stoffle  Ettinger. 
Baltzer  Fritz. 
George  Fritz. 
David  Fry. 
JohnFoch. 
John  Fitter. 
William  Fry. 
Jacob  Greenewald. 
Jacob  Greenewald,  Jr. 
John  Gachenbach. 
Nicholas  Gisinger. 
Valentine  Gramlich. 
Paul  Gramlich. 
Charles  Gackenbach. 
Lawrence  Holby. 
Vendle  Holby. 
Jacob  Holby,  Jr. 
Duwalt  Holby. 
Jacob  Berber. 
Frederick  Hirsh. 
George  Helfrich. 
John  Jompert. 
George  Krim. 
Jacob  Krim. 
Conrad  KopfiF. 
John  Elneer. 
Peter  Keine. 


Christian  Knouee. 
Jonathan  Kuouse. 
George  Greuewalt. 
Jacob  Shoewalter. 


John  Kutz. 
Ernst  Kloss. 
Daniel  Knouse. 
Philip  Kissner. 
Leonard  Kopff. 
George  Koster. 
George  Kroh. 
John  Lichtenwalder. 
Jacob  Lelbelsberger. 
George  Lessig. 
Killian  Lieby. 
John  Maurer. 
.lacob  Musgenung. 
Christian  Marburger. 
Henry  Moser. 
Valentine  Miller. 
Leonard  Myer. 
Nicholas  Myer. 
George  Nungieaer, 
Conrad  Neff. 
Henry  Notstine. 
George  Richard. 
Michael  Bishel. 
Leonard  Ruppert. 
Melchoir  Seip. 
Abraham  Steinbruch. 
George  Shoemaker. 
John  Sieger. 
Christian  Sieberling. 
Daniel  Stettler. 
Philip  Stettler. 
David  Zander. 
Michael  Sballer. 
John  Shafer. 
Stofle  Sterner. 
John  Shieferetein. 
Peter  Trexler. 
Peter  Trexler,  Jr. 
Peter  Weiss. 
George  Weiss. 
Sebastian  Werle. 
Nicholas  Werle. 
Andrew  Wagner, 
Daniel  Wirth. 
Yost  Wirth. 
John  Witt. 
Ohl  Eberhard. 
Jacob  Kloss. 
Jacob  Stine. 
Michael  Werle. 
Henry  Herber. 


Single  Freemen. 


Jacob  Eddinger. 
David  Boger. 
John  Braucher. 


Daniel  Knouse  is  assessed  nine  pounds,  Jacob 
Greenewald  six  pounds ;  all  others  for  lower  amounts. 

The  Taxable  Residents  of  1812  were  as  fol- 
lows: 
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Baniel  Acker. 
Michael  Acker. 
George  Acker. 
George  Acker,  Jr. 
Abraham  Knerr. 
Peter  Bear. 
Daniel  Bear. 
Henry  Bear. 
Jacob  Bear. 
Peter  Bear. 
Jacob  Beal. 
Adam  Bear,  Jr. 
John  Beitaer, 
Philip  Bobet. 
Paul  Bachman. 
Nicholas  Bachman. 
Andreas  Bachman. 
Peter  Bachman. 
Michael  Earner. 
Nicholas  Bachman. 
David  Bachman. 
Jacob  Billig. 
Henry  Reichard. 
Christian  Boger. 
Christian  Boger,  Jr. 
Adam  Boger. 
Henry  Derr. 
John  Derr. 
Jacob  Derr, 
Nicholas  Derr. 
Leonard  Derr. 
David  Eberhard. 
Jacob  Edinger. 
Daniel  Falk. 
Solomon  Falk. 
Mathiae  Falk. 
Jacob  Freih, 
George  Freth. 
Abraham  Fenstermacher. 
Jacob  Gachenbach. 
Jacob  Geho. 
George  Lorance. 
Paul  Kramlich,  Jr. 
liudwig  Kachenbach. 
Gideon  Grimm. 
Paul  Kramlich. 
Jacob  Kramlich. 
Abraham  Greenewald. 
Christian  Greenewald. 
Jacob  Grimm. 
George  Grimm. 
Peter  Gariner. 
John  Gariner. 
Charles  Gachenbach. 
Henry  Halfrich. 
Daniel  Halfrich. 
Henry  Hobler. 
Danel  Haee. 
John  Hartman. 
Peter  Hartman. 
Friederich  Hope, 
Friederich  Hagneman. 
Andreas  Hartman. 
Philip  Hartman. 
Peter  Holvi'ein. 
Jacob  Holwein,  Jr. 
LaurpTice  Holwein. 
John  Ilortman. 
Christian  Holwein. 
John  Henry. 
Pliilip  Hawer. 
George  Heyneman. 
Barnet  Jeager. 
Adam  Smith. 
Daniel  Krauss. 
Jonathan  Krauss. 
Daniel  Kuns. 


Lanrence  Klein. 
Jonathau  Klein. 
Peter  Klein. 
Conrad  Keck. 
Jacob  Kraul.      / 
Philip  Kuntz.  '' 
George  Kupp. 
Jacob  Kuerr. 
John  Kuerr, 
D.  Jacob  Breifogel. 
Nicholas  Gramer. 
Jacob  Stuhlnecker. 
George  Kunkle. 
Peter  Krommer. 
Peter  Kocher. 
Henry  Kramer. 
Christian  Leibel. 
John  Leibel. 
William  Leibel. 
John  Leibel. 
Balzer  Lutz. 
Andrew  Lindemutb. 
Mathias  Leibelberger. 
John  Lichtewalter. 
Jacob  Lichtewalter. 
Jacob  Miller. 
Widow  Merekle. 
Daniel  Moyer. 
Daniel  Moyer,  J*r. 
Nicholas  Moyer. 
Widow  Muthard. 
Jacob  Mume. 
Peter  Maurer. 
Ludwig  Nolf. 
John  Notestine. 
Peter  Naff. 
John  Plyler. 
Michael  Plyler. 
Peter  Pauley. 
Jacob  Plyler. 
Paul  Plyler. 
Andrew  Kupp. 
Philip  Kauch. 
Henry  Kauch. 
Henry  Keiusmith. 
Henry  Reichard. 
Michael  Reichard. 
Michael  Kabenold. 
George  Sliubert. 
John  Seigfried. 
Philip  Statler. 
Jonathan  Shoemaker. 
John  Shoemaker. 
John  Sauerwine. 
George  Smith. 
Philip  Smith. 
Jacob  Sasseman. 
Frederick  Sauberling. 
Anthony  Stine. 
George  Shoemaker. 
Michael  Smith. 
Jacob  Seigfried. 
John  Seip. 
Daniel  Shoemaker. 
Jacob  Sittlei-. 
Christian  Smith. 
JoBt  Shnyder. 
John  Fogol. 
Frederick  Wilbraub. 
John  Wonuemacher. 
Samuel  Weiandt. 
Daniel  Weirth,  Jr. 
Frederick  Wilbert. 
Jonathan  Wolbert. 
Jacob  Wolbert. 
Michael  Werly. 
Henry  Weiss. 


/ 


Michael  Werly,  Jr. 
Andreas  Werly. 
Nicholas  Werly, 
Christian  Weiss. 
Valentine  Werly. 
Daniel  Wurth. 
Dewald  Werly. 
Andrew  Wagener. 


Daniel  Knauss. 
Solomon  Kupp. 
Philip  RMUch. 
John  Sauerwine. 
Michael  Werly. 
Peter  Xander. 


Nicholas  Wilt. 
Dewald  Xander. 
Daniel  Xander. 
Henry  Xander. 
Peter  Zimmerman. 
Adam  Old. 
George  Old. 

Single  Fi-eemen. 

George  Xander. 
Peter  Sauberling. 
John  Grimm. 
William  Geringer, 
Reuben  Selich. 
George  Seilich. 


History  of  the  Ziegel  Church.^ — Oo  the  south 
side  of  the  Blue  Mountains  extends,  parallel  with  the 
mountain  range,  a  strip  of  mountainous  land  known 
as  the  "  Gravel,"  which  begins  at  the  Delaware  River 
in  New  Jersey,  and  intersected  by  the  Lehigh  and 
Schuylkill  Rivers,  reaches  far  into  Lebanon  County. 

Strictly  speaking,  this  range  is  more  hilly  than 
mountainous,  and  its  dales  distribute  the  purest  springs 
and  rivulets  in  all  directions.  In  some  places,  as 
in  Weissenberg,  Lowhill,  Lynn,  and  Heidelberg,  in 
Lehigh  County,  where  it  includes  these  townships,  it 
is  from  thirteen  to  fourteen  miles  broad,  at  other 
places  it  narrows  its  borders  to  near  the  Blue  Moun- 
tain. On  its  southern  border  it  blunts  into  the  beau- 
tiful valley  known  by  the  Indians  as  "Kittatinny," 
which  reaches  to  another  chain  of  mountains,  known 
as  the  Lehigh  Mountains.  This  large  and  fertile 
valley,  which  partly  includes  Northampton,  Lehigh, 
Berks,  and  Lebanon  Counties,  is  the  richest  and  most 
beautiful  in  Pennsylvania.  However,  the  "Gravel" 
surpasses  it  in  springs,  excellent  water,  and  forest. 

When  the  first  German  Reformed  and  Lutheran 
emigrants  came  from  Philadelphia  by  way  of  Ger- 
mantown,  they  went  farther  north,  because  the 
Quakers,  through  William  Penn's  instigation,  had 
purchased  the  lands  near  Philadelphia;  and  wishing 
to  be  independent  of  these  sects,  and  anxious  to  or- 
ganize a  colony  according  to  their  own  peculiar  faith, 
they  moved  more  to  the  interior  of  the  country, 
founded  Oley,  Goshenhoppen,  and  other  settlements; 
and  from  there  started  again,  crossing  the  Lehigh 
Mountain,  and  arrived  in  the  Kittatinny  Valley  early 
in  the  thirties  of  the  last  century.  Yet  fertile  and 
grand  as  the  valley  was,  these  Swiss  and  Palatinates 
were  saxifrages  and  not  at  home  on  level  land, 
besides  the  present  productive  fields  of  wheat,  and 
corn,  and  iron-mines  were  then  a  wild  of  shrub  oak 
and  other  shrubbery,  and  lacked  springs  and  water. 
Not  finding  the  valley  homogeneous  to  their  earlier 
surroundings  they  wandered  to  the  "Gravel,"  where 
were  large  forests,  springs,  and  plenty  of  good  water. 
Here  in  the  dales  where  the  rivulets  riffled,  where 
wood  was  in  abundance,  and  especially  lured  by  these 
hills  and  ravines  which  reminded  them  of  the  Father- 


1  Writteu  in  German  by  Rev.  William  A.  Helflfrich,  and  translated  by 
James  L.  Schaadt,  Esq. 
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land,  they  founded  their  new  homes.  For  this  reason 
the  "Gravel,"  with  its  stony  soil,  was  settled  earlier 
than  the  valley  with  its  stoneless  and  rich  soil,  now 
known  as  Macungie  and  Maxatawny  townships,  which 
the  emigrants  passed  to  reach  the  "Gravel."  Later, 
when  other  colonists  came  and  settled  in  the  valley, 
the  rich  soil  was  appreciated,  and  a  few  families,  such 
as  the  Fogels  and  others,  moved  back,  taking  in  pos- 
session free  land  or  bought  sections. 

The  first  emigration  in  Lehigh  was  in  the  western 
part  of  the  county  in  Weissenberg,  Lynn,  and  Heidel- 
berg, and  became  the  foundation  of  the  Long  Swamp 
congregation  in  Berks  County,  the  Ziegel,  AViessen- 
berg,  Lowhill,  Ebenezer,  and  Heidelberg  in  Lehigh 
County,  and  Allemangel  again  in  Berks  County. 

In  the  years  1734  and  1735,— some  still  earlier, — 
several  emigrant  trains  came  from  Oley  and  Goshen- 
hoppen  to  the  Kittatinny  Valley  by  the  Indian  path 
crossing  the  Lehigh  Mountain,  through  the  Ritten- 
house  Gap.  Another  Indian  path  leads  across  the 
mountain  more  east,  near  Zionsville,  in  Upper  Mil- 
ford.  Some  of  these  emigrants  settled  in  Long  Swamp, 
others  moved  north  to  the  gravel  region  as  far  as  the 
Schochary  Ridge  and  surrounding  country,  where 
they  became  known  as  the  "Allemangel  settlement." 
From  the  Long  Swamp  Church  across  the  valley  lies 
the  "  Gravel."  This  highland  forms  itself  through 
Weissenberg  and  Lynn  townships  towards  the  Schoch- 
ary hills  in  another  ridge,  over  which  was  also  a  well- 
trodden  Indian  path.  This  ridge  divides  and  forms 
the  water-sheds  of  the  Lehigh  and  Schuylkill  Rivers. 
From  it  the  summit  of  Lehigh  County  opens  many 
dales  and  ravines  which  gradually  sink  deeper,  form- 
ing high  banks  covered  with  heavy  timber  and  excel- 
lent creeks,  which  contribute  on  the  right  side  to  the 
Jordan,  and  on  the  left  to  the  Antalaunee.  The  emi- 
grants followed  this  summit,  and  were  attracted  by  the 
fine  forests  and  clear  water,  which  accounts  for  the 
early  settlements  of  Weissenberg,  Lynn,  and  the  Kist- 
ler's  and  Antalaunee  Valleys.  Each  following  year 
brought  small  and  larger  trains  of  emigrants  which  en- 
larged and  strengthened  the  colonies.  The  territory 
of  the  Ziegel  Church  lay  between  the  extremes  of 
Long  Swamp  and  Lynn,  and  especially  where  this 
summit  begins.  The  ridge  here  inclines  obliquely 
into  the  valley,  and  forms,  towards  northeast,  the  little 
valley  of  Macungie,  with  a  creek  bearing  the  same 
name  which  gave  the  name  to  both  the  Macungie 
townships.  Toward  the  west  of  the  Ziegel  Church 
extends  another  small  valley  from  the  north  inclining 
to  the  large  vallev  towards  the  southeast,  forming  the 
Ziegler  and  Haas  Knob.  On  the  ridge  dividing  these 
two  valleys  stands  the  Ziegel  Church.  Many  of  the 
emigrants  settled  on  the  slopes  and  dales  of  the  ridge 
on  which  the  church  stands,  and  built  their  log  cabins 

■     „  onrl  creeks     Hence,  early  in  the  begin- 
near  springs  and  creeps.  ,         / 

ning  of  the  last  century  the  origin  of  ^the  Ziegel  con- 


gregation was 


caused  making  it  one  of  the  oldest  con- 


gregations in  the  county. 


The  proper  organization  of  the  congregation  was 
effected  in  the  year  1745.  The  church  property  was 
bought  a  few  years  later,  and  the  building  of  the 
church  occurred  even  later.  In  the  mean  while  ser- 
vices were  held  in  the  houses  of  the  members,  where 
sermons  were  read  by  the  schoolmaster,  and  occasion- 
ally by  a  minister  from  a  distance,  such  as  Rev.  Bohm. 
The  old  church  record  registers  baptisms  in  the  thir- 
ties of  last  century.  In  1747  the  Rev.  Michael 
Schlatter  visited  the  Ziegel  Church  on  his  missionary 
travels  to  the  German  Reformed  congregations  of 
Pennsylvania,  also  the  Maxatawny  in  Oley,  and 
Egypt  in  Whitehall.  The  Ziegel  (then  called  Ma- 
cungie) and  the  Allemangel  (Ebenezer,  the  congre- 
gation in  Kistler's  Valley,  was  a  Lutheran  Church), 
and  Schmalzgasz  (the  congregation  of  Salisbury  town- 
township)  were  classed  by  Schlatter  as  the  twelfth 
pastoral  charge.  Having  no  church  building  and  no 
minister  for  the  first  ten  years,  a  pastor  from  a  dis- 
tance came  to  administer  the  communion.  In  this 
way  the  members  had  also  requested  Rev.  Mr.  Schlat- 
ter to  visit  them,  and  through  his  instigation  caused 
the  erection  of  a  church  building.  Rev.  Bohm,  per- 
suaded by  Schlatter,  accepted  their  invitation. 

In  1749  the  congregation  met  and  resolved  to  build 
their  first  church.  It  was  built  of  rough  logs,  with  no 
floor  and  without  any  pretence.  July  29,  1750,  the 
church  was  dedicated  by  the  Rev.  Philipp  Jacob  Mi- 
chael, Reformed  minister,  and  Rev.  Jacob  Friederich 
Schertlein,  Lutheran  minister,  as  a  Union  Church  for 
the  Reformed  and  Lutherans. 

Among  the  families  that  organized  the  congrega- 
tion were  Adam  Brans,  Ludwig  Reichard,  Bernhard 
Schmidt,  Nicolaus  Mayer,  Peter  Haas,  Jorch  Schaefer, 
Karl  Oorn,  Urban  Friebel,  Johann  Merkel,  Daniel 
Krausz,  Michael  Hotz,  Johannes  Hergerether,  Egitti- 
cus  Grimm,  Zacharias  Heller,  Friedrich  Windisch, 
Adam  Weber,  Georg  Bayer,  Johann  N.  Gift,  Georg 
Wendel  Zimmermann,  Michael  Old,  Heinrich  Gagen- 
bach,  Melchior  Ziegler,  Philipp  Breinig,  Peter  Heim- 
bach,  Bartholomaus  Miller,  Georg  A.  Leibensperger, 
Jacob  Kuntz,  Albrecht  Himmel,  David  Muszgenug,  / 
Michael  Confort,  Andreas  Sassamanshausen,  Georg 
Schumacher,  Melchior  Seib,  Heinrich  Miller,  Johan- 
nes Vogel,  Jacob  Riimmel,  Johannes  Hermann,  Con- 
rath  Neff",  Johannes  Heider,  Adam  Schmidt,  Philipp 
Wendel  Klein,  Johannes  Bar,  Jacob  Goho,  Franz 
Wesco,  Yost  Schlicher,  Philipp  Fenstermacher,  Jacob 
Acker,  Georg  Falk,  Daniel  Hettler,  Jacob  Weit- 
knecht,  Johannes  Doll. 

Three  years  after  the  church  was  built  Adam 
Brausz,  in  the  interest  of  the  congregation,  took  a 
warrant  of  the  tract,  consisting  of  forty-two  acres  of 
land.  In  1771  the  land  was,  through  Adam  Brausz 
(Reformed)  and  Jacob  Grimm  (Lutheran),  patented  to 
the  congregation.  The  first  church  was  of  raw  mate- 
rial in  primitive  style ;  the  pulpit  was  on  trestles. 
The  church  contained  a  rough  home-made  table; 
the  seats  were  huge  logs  resting  on  blocks  ;  the  roof 
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was  covered  with  manufactured  tiles,  made  by  one  of 
the  members.  While  the  church  was  in  course  of 
construction  a  school-house  was  built.  Prior  to  the 
school-house  children  were  taught  in  a  house  near  the 
church  and  also  in  Siegfriedsdale,  three  miles  distant 
from  the  church.  The  first  school-house  was  burned, 
but  a  more  substantial  one  took  its  place. 

Originally  the  Ziegel  Church  was  called  "Macun- 
gie,"  being  in  the  immediate  neighborhood  of  the 
Macungie  Creek  and  Valley.  Macungie,  the  abbre- 
viation of  the  Indian  word  "  Rlauckkuntshy,"  signi- 
fies "eating  bears."  Leaving  the  barren,  snow-covered 
gravel,  the  bears  sought  their  pasture  in  this  valley, 
and  hence  its  name.  Rev.  Schlatter  records  the  Ziegel 
Church  under  the  name  "  Macungie,''  and  by  the  first 
surveys  it  was  located  in  that  township,  but  in  later 
surveys  that  part  containing  the  church  was  added  to 
Weissenberg.  The  name  Ziegel  was  then  substituted 
on  account  of  its  tile-covered  roof.  Dr.  Harbach  er- 
roneously mentions  in  his  book,  "  Schlatter's  Life  and 
Travels,"  page  160,  foot-note  3,  the  Trexlertown  as 
the  Macungie  congregation.  The  travels  of  Schlatter 
into  the  interior  of  Pennsylvania  occurred  in  1747 ; 
at  that  time  there  existed  no  other  congregation  in 
Macungie  except  Ziegel's,  and  Trexlertown  was  not 
organized  till  1784.  The  old  Macungie  congregation 
was  the  Ziegel. 

Jacob  Friedrich  Schertlein  (Lutheran)  and  Philipp 
J.  Michael  (Reformed),  the  ministers  who  dedicated 
the  first  church,  were  the  first  ministers  of  this  con- 
gregation. Schertlein  was  an  able  Lutheran  minis- 
ter, and  of  high  standing.  Michael  was  no  minister 
by  profession,  not  even  a  schoolmaster,  but  a  weaver 
by  trade.  However,  he  was  not  immoral ;  yet,  judging 
from  his  handwriting,  especially  as  he  kept  the  records 
of  the  churches,  his  education  must  have  been  lim- 
ited. Nor  was  he  without  talent, — the  members  lauded 
his  preaching.  But  he  was  without  ordination, — a 
squatter  in  the  church.  He  organized  more  congre- 
gations in  Lehigh  and  Berks  Counties.  The  Michael's 
Church,  in  Berks,  was  named  in  honor  to  him.  Mi- 
chael influenced  his  members  against  the  Coetus 
established  by  Schlatter,  and  withstood  in  all  re- 
spects the  synodical  organization  of  the  Reformed 
Church. 

Michael's  successor  was  Peter  Miller,  an  equivalent 
in  propensities,  also  unordained,  yet  exceeded  him  in 
intelligence,  being  a  schoolmaster  from  Europe.  He 
had  settled  in  AUemangel,  near  Ebenezer  (now  Trip- 
oli), taught  school,  read  sermons  for  the  congregation 
in  Lynn  and  Heidelberg,  and  finally  declared  himself 
minister  of  the  gospel.  After  serving  Ziegel  congre- 
gation he  preached  in  Ebenezer,  and  died  there,  and 
is  buried  in  the  cemetery  of  that  congregation. 

Who  the  Lutheran  ministers  were  who  served  the 
congregation  from  the  timeof  Schertleiu's  resignation 
to  1781  is  not  known.  Very  likely  there  were  none 
for  some  years.  A  certain  Fritz  served  a  short  time. 
He  must  have  been  a  spiritm  frumenti  subject,  for  in 


the  De  Long  Church  he  fell  from  the  pulpit,  being 
too  drunk  to  keep  his  balance. 

South  from  the  church  in  a  dale  entering  Kline's 
Valley  was  an  Indian  village,  quite  near  the  farm  of 
Jesse  Grimm.  The  Indians  had  a  burial-place  here. 
Years  ago  many  Indian  relics,  such  as  tomahawks  and 
arrows,  were  found.  Farther  down  the  valley  near 
Breinigsville  lived  old  Father  Trexler,  with  whom  the 
Indians  were  on  the  most  friendly  terms.  Mrs.  Trex- 
ler often  baked  bread  for  them  and  gave  them  small 
presents,  in  exchange  for  which  they  brought  game 
and  smoked  their  pipes  of  peace.  Later,  when  the 
forest  gave  way  to  civilization,  the  Indians  left  their 
village,  and  occasionally  returned  to  visit  their  burial- 
ground.  Between  1754  and  1763,  when  the  Indians 
became  unruly,  they  disturbed  also  Ziegel's  congrega- 
tion. 

The  first  years  of  the  settlers  were  full  of  hard- 
ship and  adversity,  and  have  much  interest  for  us 
as  their  descendants.  Among  those  adversities  were 
the  ocean  passages,  finding  proper  locations,  cabins, 
furniture,  cloth,  their  agriculture,  mode  of  living, 
commerce,  etc.  The  first  emigrants  were  persecuted 
at  home.  The  Palatinates  and  the  Huguenots  were 
still  persecuted  by  the  Catholics.  Late  wars,  which 
devastated  Germany  and  impoverished  its  subjects, 
drove  many  to  emigrate.  The  emigrants  of  1720  to 
1729,  who  mostly  located  in  Bucks  County,  were  as  a 
rule  poor.  Those  following  later  were  in  better  cir- 
cumstances. They  sold  their  properties  in  Germany 
at  better  prices,  but  when  they  reached  the  seaports  at 
Amsterdam  or  Rotterdam,  in  the  Netherlands,  their 
capitals  were  much  drained.  Those  having  no  money 
for  the  passage  to  America  were  cared  for  by  the  ship- 
owners, and  on  their  landing  in  Philadelphia  were 
sold  as  servants  for  the  passage,  and  had  to  serve  from 
five  to  seven  years.  The  voyage  was  made  by  the 
slowest  Holland  ships,  and  they  were  packed  by  the 
hundreds,  governed  by  the  strictest  discipline,  and 
even  those  that  had  the  necessary  money  were  obliged 
to  submit  to  the  worst  adversities  of  a  sea-voyage. 

Rev.  John  H.  Helfirich,  the  first  ordained  Reformed 
minister  of  the  Ziegel  congregation,  kept  a  diary  while 
on  his  voyage  to  America,  and  the  following  is  from  it. 

On  Sept.  6,  1771,  in  company  with  his  step-brother, 
Rev.  Albert  C.  Helifenstein,  and  Rev.  I.  G.  Gebhard, 
three  missionaries  for  the  Reformed  Church  in  Penn- 
sylvania, appointed  by  the  Holland  Synod,  sailed 
from  Amsterdam.  The  same  day,  at  noon,  the  ship 
stranded,  and  necessitated  the  assistance  of  another 
large  vessel  to  relieve  them.  Again  on  the  third  day 
they  were  overtaken  by  a  storm,  and  as  the  Texel 
was  reached  the  storm  increased  so  much  that  three 
anchors  were  cast.  The  storm  lasted  seven  days, 
and  the  vessel  was  so  disabled  that  they  were  obliged 
to  sail  to  Newcastle  for  repairs.  From  Newcastle 
they  started  again,  only  to  be  overtaken  by  a  second 
storm.  On  the  21st  of  October  the  ship  entered  the 
Channel.    They  encountered  the  severest  storm,  which 
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drifted  them  to  the  coast  of  France.  The  ship  was 
obliged  to  sail  to  Caen  for  repairs  again,  and  after  six 
days'  delay  again  set  sail.  On  the  4th  of  November 
the  Atlantic  was  reached.  Two  days  less  than  two 
months  were  required  from  Amsterdam  by  way  of  the 
English  Channel  to  reach  the  ocean.  On  the  ocean 
they  were  favored  for  several' days  with  good  winds, 
and  their  voyage  was  prosperous.  On  November  9th 
they  encountered  their  enemy  in  a  new  form,  viz., 
thunder-storms  and  water-spouts  to  their  right  and 
left.  They  were  drifted  near  the  islands  of  Azore. 
For  eight  days  the  wind  was  in  direct  opposition  to 
them.  Another  storm  overtook  them,  the  rudder, 
masts,  and  rigging  were  destroyed,  and  all  hopes  of 
safety  abandoned,  and  the  vessel  given  its  own  course. 
The  next  week  following  the  voyage  was  tedious,  and 
the  provisions  and  water  began  to  get  low.  On  the 
27th  of  November  a  hog  was  slaughtered,  for  the  beef 
was  eaten,  and  ham,  bacon,  and  peas,  and  all  the  flour 
was  ruined  by  the  rats.  From  27th  of  November  to 
the  11th  of  December,  after  the  ship-carpenter's  re- 
pairs, the  voyage  progressed  finely.  A  dolphin  and 
several  large  fish  were  caught,  which  added  to  their 
limited  store  of  provisions.  On  the  1 1th  of  December 
another  storm  destroyed  the  mainmast,  and  many  of 
the  sails  were  lost  and  torn.  December  12th  a 
second  mast  and  the  ship-beak  were  broken.  The 
prospects  were  gloomy.  The  provisions  were  satur- 
ated with  ocean  water  and  unpalatable.  On  Decem- 
ber 25th  the  drinking-water  was  distributed  in  small 
quantity ;  each  passenger  received  for  his  share  two 
and  a  half  glasses,  which  included  their  tea  or  coffee 
and  soup.  Their  thirst,  owing  to  the  saturated  and 
fast-decomposing  meat,  became  intense.  A  few  peas 
were  left,  which  were  served  twice  a  week  with 
bacon,  and  four  hams  were  on  board.  They  suffered 
hunger  and  thirst,  and  ten  days  with  favorable  weather 
was  required  to  reach  New  York.  The  1st  of  January 
they  hailed  a  whaler.  On  January  7th  storm ;  the 
waves  washed  the  deck,  and  took  overboard  the  last 
hog  and  sty,  which  was  kept  for  an  emergency.  Helf- 
fenstein  and  Gebhard  and  two  other  passengers  were 
also  washed  overboard,  but  were  rescued.  The  storm 
drifted  the  vessel  towards  shore ;  but  six  days  later, 
while  sounding,  the  weight  sank  twelve  thousand  feet 
and  still  no  bottom.  The  next  day  they  sailed  one 
hundred  and  four  miles,  and  sounded  bottom  at  two 
hundred  and  ten  feet.  January  13th  again  one  hun- 
dred miles,  and  saw  the  coast  of  New  Jersey ;  at  8  p.m. 
the  lights  of,  and  at  midnight  anchored  at.  New  York. 
On  Jan.  14,  1772,  they  stepped  on  American  soil. 
The  voyage  was  accomplished  in  four  months  and 
eight  days,  encountering  seven  storms,  two  water- 
spouts, thirst  and  hunger.  Now  the  same  voyage  is 
made  in  nine  days. 

Having  landed  in  America,  the  position  of  the  early 
settlers  was  anything  but  agreeable  and  comfortable. 
Still  they  were  in  the  land  of  their  hope,  but  were 
now   obliged  to   locate   and  find  suitable  lands  for 


homesteads.  There  was  no  want  of  locations  and  good 
lands.  The  soil  was  fertile,  and  awaited  the  plow  and 
farmer,  but  to  reach  the  sections  was  difficult.  They 
were  directed  toward  the  Blue  Mountains.  To  the 
Lehigh  Mountains  it  was  not  so  difficult,  for  roads  were 
already  broken,  but  over  the  Lehigh  Mountains,  the 
Kittanniny  "Valley,  and  across  it  to  the  Blue  Moun- 
tains was  an  impenetrable  forest-land.  An  Indian 
path  leading  through  Rittenhouse  Gap  was  used, 
which  was  enlarged  by  axe  and  elbow-grease  for  the 
accommodation  of  wagons,  and  took  weeks  till  the 
settlers  arrived  at  their  destination. 

The  first  settlers  of  this  congregation  were  a  small 
party  that  started  together  from  the  Palatinate.  They 
mostly  brought  money.  Such  families  as  the  Brausz, 
Reichards,  Haas,  Gagenbach,  Grimms,  and  Lichten- 
wallners  were  even  wealthy.  They  bought  their 
horses,  wagons,  stock,  and  agricultural  implements  in 
Philadelphia.  The  emigrants  who  had  to  pay  for 
their  sea-voyage  came  later,  selected  homesteads,  and 
found  encouragement  from  their  already-established 
neighbors.  The  writer  of  this  article  was  told  by 
veterans,  buried  long  ago,  that  after  the  settlers  had 
decided  on  a  homestead  they  drove  their  wagon  under 
some  trees  near  a  spring  or  creek  ;  a  kettle  hung  to  a 
cross-piece,  supported  by  two  wooden  forks,  was  their 
kitchen,  the  wagon  with  its  covered  roof  the  bed- 
room, and  the  forest  with  its  blue  sky  their  house. 
Huts,  equal  to  the  modern  charcoal-burner's,  were 
their  next  attempt,  which  they  lived  in  till,  by  rota- 
tion, they  could  help  each  other  to  build  log  cabins 
which  only  had  one  room,  without  floor,  and  covered 
with  rush  and  sod.  Cellars  were  out  of  the  question. 
Agriculture  was  the  moat  important  thing.  As  soon  as 
the  temporary  cabin  was  finished  they  cleared  portions 
of  forest,  and  year  after  year  they  kept  on  until  they 
were  supplied  with  sufficient  tillable  land.  While 
thus  engaged  their  wives  cultivated  the  gardens, 
— raised  lettuce,  turnips,  cabbage,  etc., — and  the  kit- 
chen soon  had  the  odor  of  greens  and  vegetables. 
Early  with  the  building  of  their  cabins  they  planted 
apple-seeds,  and  in  years  afterwards  they  had  a  good 
supply  of  apples,  which  they  distilled  into  apple-jack, 
and  exchanged  in  Philadelphia  for  necessaries  or 
money.  From  experience  during  the  winter  they 
learned  that  their  cabins  were  not  cold-  and  snow- 
proof,  so  they  improved  and  enlarged  them.  One  of 
the  first  saw-mills  was  near  the  church,  where  the 
little  rivulets  combined  enter  the  Macungie  Valley, 
later  called  Schuyler's  saw-mill.  As  soon  as  boards 
were  to  be  had  the  carpenters  modernized  the  cabins, 
added  floors,  rooms,  and  shingle-roofs.  The  log  stable 
gave  place  to  log  barns  with  thrashing-floors,  and  on 
the  right  and  left  sides  stalls  for  cattle  and  horses, 
and  the  usual  lofts  for  grain  and  hay.  The  logs  used 
in  cabins  and  barns  were  "  chinked"  with  straw  and 
clay,  making  warm  houses;  later  they  added  cellars 
to  store  the  potatoes,  which  heretofore  were  covered 
with  earth.     The  furniture  was  mostly  brought  from 
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Europe,  some  was  bought  in  Philadelphia,  and  some 
the  settlers  made  themselves.  A  table,  chairs,  bench, 
chests,  stove,  and  bedsteads  constituted  a  good  outfit. 
Linens  they  brought  from  Germany. 

Flour  was  the  scarcest  article,  and  not  to  be  had  on 
this  side  of  the  Lehigh  Mountains.  They  usually 
brought  it  from  Goshenhoppen  and  Oley,  and  owing 
to  break-neck  roads  could  only  bring  small  quantities 
at  a  time.  This  was  remedied,  however,  for  in  Klines- 
dale  a  mill  was  erected, — the  mill  now  belonging  to 
Charles  Kline.  This  was  the  first  in  the  settlement. 
Notwithstanding  that  fiour  was  scarce  they  never 
suffered  for  food.  The  forests  were  full  of  game,  and 
the  creeks  abounded  in  fish.  Deer,  bears,  wild  tur- 
keys, doves,  ducks,  and  quail  were  in  abundance,  and 
their  tables  were  covered  with  these  palatables. 

Their  greatest  want  was  clothes.  Those  brought 
from  Europe  were  worn  out.  They  bought  goods  in 
Philadelphia  usually  used  for  sails,  of  vessels,  which 
was  of  coarse  fibre.  It  was  made  into  garments, 
and  in  winter  two  or  three  suits  would  cover  them 
to  shield  them  from  cold.  But  to  buy  required 
money,  and  their  money  was  almost  gone,  so  they 
raised  flax  for  supply.  Spipning  began  early  in  the 
fall  and  continued  till  spring.  Looms  sprung  up, 
and  gradually  increased  till  nearly  every  tenth  house 
had  its  loom.  The  German  wives  prided  themselves 
upon  their  chests  full  of  home-made  linens,  and  their 
husbands  were  proud  to  wear  the  linen  shirts  of  their 
own  industry.  Later  they  raised  sheep  and  wool, 
which  was  interwoven  with  flax,  and  soon  warm  gar- 
ments were  made  from  wool  alone. 

Most  of  the  settlers  had  learned  a  trade,  and  hence 
there  were  tailors,  smiths,  carpenters,  shoemakers, 
and  millers,  who  helped  each  other,  and  made  the 
settlement  rather  independent.  Physicians  were 
wanting  for  many  years.  The  strong,  healthy  Ger- 
man nature  helped  itself;  a  few  domestic  remedies, 
such  as  certain  teas,  etc.,  were  all  they  had  for  medi- 
cines. A  few  old  ladies  acted  the  midwife.  Chills 
and  fever,  very  common  at  this  time,  were  treated 
with  soups  and  full  doses  of  patience. 

All  business  and  exchange  were  transacted  in 
Philadelphia.  All  they  needed  was  brought  from 
there,  and  all  their  products  which  they  wished  to 
exchange  for  money  were  taken  there.  And  all  was 
carried  on  by  teams  of  individual  parties,  and  passed 
through  Goshenhoppen,  from  where  a  good  road  led 
to  Philadelphia,  making  the  trip  to  Philadelphia  and 
return  in  five  or  six  days. 

Before  the  church  was  built  the  settlers  held  ser- 
vices in  their  houses,  at  which  the  schoolmaster 
officiated  by  singing,  prayer,  and  reading  a  sermon. 
While  the  schoolmaster  was  absent  or  wanting,  one 
of  the  members  would  take  his  place.  Gradually 
these  schoolmasters  improved,  became  a  necessity, 
and  were  called  "  home-made  ministers.''  But  at  the 
time  when  this  church  was  built  the  members  went 
to  Philadelphia  to  engage  a  real  minister,  but  not 


succeeding,  they  were  obliged  to  be  satisfied  with 
these  substituted  sermon-readers.  They  became  rec- 
onciled to  these  readers,  and  they  served  all  the  con- 
gregations on  the  north  side  of  the  Lehigh  Moun- 
tains. Before  their  church  was  built,  and  even  long 
ere  they  had  burial-places,  they  buried  their  dead 
on  their  own  land,  and  hence  the  old  farm  burial- 
places  of  those  times  were  enlarged  by  relatives  being 
buried  aside  of  their  fathers  and  mothers,  and  many 
of  these  may  be  seen  in  the  western  part  of  Lehigh, 
and  especially  Berks,  County.  It  was  necessary  in 
the  old  times  to  have  their  services  of  reading,  but 
the  effects  were  not  good.  Many  of  these  readers 
finally  declared  themselves  ministers.  And  when 
the  organized  Coetus  (Synod)  of  Rev.  Schlatter  sent 
calls  to  European  ministers  to  serve  these  congrega- 
tions, and  they  came  to  take  charge  of  these  charges, 
these  very  same  readers  influenced  the  members 
against  the  European  ordained  missionaries. 

A  certain  Michael  was  such  a  reader,  and  the 
first  Reformed  preacher  of  the  Ziegel  congregation. 
What  spiritual  food  the  congregation  then  had  can 
easily  be  imagined.  But  for  many  years  this  was 
their  only  resource.  Besides  their  public  services 
they  lacked  Bibles,  hymn-books,  and  religious  books. 
Family  worship  was  forgotten,  and  the  welfare  of  the 
soul  was  of  secondary  consideration.  On  such  basis 
the  congregation  rested,  and  was  to  improve.  Near 
the  end  of  the  period  of  these  readers  the  Revolu- 
tionary war  began.  In  the  winter  of  1777  to  1778 
Washington  was  quartered  at  Valley  Forge.  The 
winter  was  severe,  and  the  situation  for  the  soldiers 
heartrending.  This  congregation  provided  to  the 
best  of  their  limited  means  such  articles  as  shoes, 
garments,  and  food,  and  sent  them.  In  the  following 
spring,  when  Congress  provided  more  for  its  army, 
members  of  this  congregation  enlisted  in  the  army 
and  fought  for  liberty  till  the  end,  and  brought  home 
with  them  corrupted  morals  of  army  life. 

Taking  into  consideration  the  conditions  and  sur- 
roundings of  this  and  neighboring  congregations 
which  prevailed  to  the  end  of  the  Revolution,  we  need 
not  be  surprised  at  the  decline  of  Christianity,  which 
increased  for  many  years.  The  first  settlers  had  died. 
From  the  beginning  there  were  few  schools,  and  those 
only  in  session  a  few  months  every  winter.  Year 
after  year  they  grew  worse,  for  the  European  teachers 
died,  and  in  their  stead  incompetent  men  were  often 
appointed.  Besides,  many  children  lived  too  far  from 
the  school-houses,  some  five  and  six  miles.  Most 
parents  objected  to  their  children  going  such  a  dis- 
tance, and  kept  them  home  at  work.  The  European 
school  knowledge  was  buried  with  the  early  settlers, 
and  the  knowledge  diffused  by  later  teachers  had  a 
strong  taint  of  illiteracy.  The  church  interests  of  the 
congregation  lacked  pastorship  and  fostering.  They 
stood  under  the  leadership  of  readers,  who  were  the 
personification  of  ignorance  and  unordained,  and  con- 
cerned  themselves  little  about  church  government.   « 
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They  served  merely  for  the  sake  of  pay,  flattered  the 
members,  left  their  transgressions  unchastised  because 
they  themselves  often  were  guilty  of  the  grossest  mis- 
demeanors. Their  stock  of  books  was  contracted  to 
Arndt's  "  AVahres  Christenthum"  Bible,  hymns,  a 
book  of  sermons,  and  prayer-book.  Notwithstanding 
these  books  were  of  the  best  kind,  they  were  still  not 
sufficient  for  their  Christian  furtherance.  The  war  en- 
hanced the  evil  still  more.  Many  returned  from  the 
war  with  their  morals  paralyzed,  which  resulted  in  the 
common  frolics  and  gay  living  and  games  and  spar- 
ring. The  church,  having  lost  its  stronghold  and  re- 
spect, could  not  interfere,  and  things  took  their  own 
course.  The  church  sunk  to  stupidity  and  spiritless- 
ness ;  members  finally  decided  that  they  only  needed 
the  sacraments  and  services  every  four  weeks,  and 
ceremonies  for  the  dead,  and  weddings. 

After  a  period  of  forty  years  the  reign  of  the 
readers  ceased,  and  the  Ziegel  congregation  was  sup- 
plied with  ordained  ministers.  In  1778,  Rev.  John 
H.  Helffrich  was  elected  as  their  pastor.  He  answered 
the  call  of  Coetus  in  1772,  and  came  as  missionary. 
He  was  brought  from  Philadelphia  by  the  Kutztown 
congregation,  and  lived  there  two  years,  but  moved 
into  the  bounds  of  the  Ziegel  congregation.  The 
Kutztown  congregation  had  accepted  the  jurisdiction 
of  Coetus,  but  when  Helffrich  tried  to  bring  the  Ziegel 
congregation  under  its  influence  he  met  with  oppo- 
sition. There  were  two  readers  still  in  the  neigh- 
borhood. Hentzel  was  HelfMch's  predecessor  in 
Kutztown,  and  was  disposed  of  on  account  of  his 
loose  morals.  The  other,  a  certain  Eoth,  for  similar 
reasons,  was  discharged  from  the  Weissenberg  congre- 
gation, which  also  chose  Helffrich  for  their  pastor. 
Stimulated  by  chagrin  and  jealousy,  they  succeeded 
in  making  the  Ziegel  obstinate  and  rebellious.  Since 
Helffrich  could  not  succeed,  he  resigned.  Later, 
when  the  congregation  saw  the  progress  of  the  other 
churches  under  the  sway  of  able  ministers,  they  con- 
sented to  be  admitted  to  Coetus,  and  elected  Helffrich 
again  as  their  pastor. 

The  second  church  was  built  during  the  pastorship 
of  Rev.  J.  H.  Helff'rich.  The  small  log  church  that 
was  built  in  1749,  and  had  seen  forty-five  years  of 
services,  became  too  small,  and  had  to  make  room  for 
better  accommodations.  In  1795  the  congregation 
resolved  to  build  a  church  befitting  the  times.  The 
members  were  divided  among  themselves  as  to  where 
the  new  church  was  to  be  built.  The  old  church  was 
on  the  western  corner  of  the  old  burial-ground. 
Many  wanted  the  new  church  opposite  the  burial- 
ground.  It  was  finally  decided  that  they  vote  by 
throwing  their  hats  to  the  place  of  their  choice.  The 
most  hats  were  found  on  the  place  opposite  the  old 
church,  and  the  new  building  was  there  erected. 

May  16,  1796,  Revs.  Helffrich  and  Obenhausen 
officiated  at  the  corner-stone  laying,  and  in  the  fall  of 
the  same  year  the  same  ministers  dedicated  the  new 
church. 


Most  of  the  churches  erected  about  this  time  in 
Eastern  Pennsylvania  had  something  harmonious,  or 
in  common,  in  the  manner  in  which  they  were  con- 
structed. It  may  be  said  the  time  had  its  style  of 
architecture  entirely  distinct  from  later  modes  of  con- 
struction. After  this  style  the  second  Ziegel  Church 
was  built.  Following  was  the  method  of  construction: 
The  building  was  of  stone,  greater  in  width  than  in 
depth,  yet  almost  a  square.  Large  double  doors  opened 
on  the  front  and  on  both  of  the  sides,  and  on  either 
side  of  these  doors  an  oblong  window,  protected  by 
shutters,  was  let  into  the  wall.  Over  the  doors  was 
put  a  beautiful,  artistic,  and  finely-carved  lintel  or 
pediment  about  a  foot  wide.  On  the  second  floor 
there  were  windows  on  three  sides,  all  alike,  and 
above  there  was  a  round  bow.  The  two  middle 
ones  in  the  gable  ends  had  also  on  the  right  and 
left  small  windows  at  the  sides,  which  lent  an 
air  of  propriety  to  the  whole,  and  gave  the  church 
throughout  a  sacred  appearance.  Each  gable  end 
had  also  an  entirely  round  window,  similar  to  the 
roses  in  the  old  Gothic  style.  The  rear  wall  of  the 
church  had  in  each  story  towards  the  sides  only  two 
windows,  because  in  the  middle  stood  the  pulpit,  above 
which  a  small  window  admitted  light  as  well  as  cool 
air  in  summer. 

The  arrangement  of  the  interior  was  made  with  ref- 
erence to  the  doors.  An  aisle  running  in  from  each 
door  divided  the  room  into  four  parts.  Near  the  side 
entrance  were  the  steps  leading  to  the  galleries.  Along 
the  long  rear  wall,  upon  pillars,  stood  the  pulpit,  in 
the  form  of  a  tulip,  small,  and  containing  room  for 
only  one  person,  with  a  sounding-board  above  it. 
The  pulpit  stairs  ascended  from  a  small  space  in 
the  wall  about  four  feet  long  by  three  in  width, 
which  was  known  as  the  pastor's  seat,  or  room.  In 
front  of  the  pulpit,  in  a  large  clear  space,  stood 
the  altar.  This  was  not  a  vessel  such  as  is  generally 
found,  but  was  rather  an  altar,  constructed  after  the 
fashion  of  the  Ark  of  the  Covenant,  and  was  covered 
with  a  black  vestment,  which  was  again  covered 
during  communion  service  with  a  white  cloth.  In 
later  times  the  pulpit  was  covered  with  the  same 
kind  of  a  black  vestment.  The  galleries,  resting 
upon  seven  columns,  extended  around  the  three  sides 
opposite  to  the  pulpit,  and  were  so  high  that  no  one 
sitting  in  them  could  see  the  minister  at  the  altar. 
At  first  the  gallery  on  the  right  of  the  pulpit  con- 
tained the  organ,  but  later  it  was  removed  to  the  one 
immediately  facing  the  pulpit.  The  congregation 
was  divided  according  to  age  and  sex  between  the 
different  parts  of  the  church.  The  fronts  only  of  the 
galleries,  as  well  as  of  the  doors  and  windows,  and 
the  sides  of  the  pews  were  painted  white ;  the  pews 
themselves,  which  formed  the  greatest  part  of  what 
struck  the  eye,  were  unpainted,  and  in  the  course  of 
time  obtained  a  dull  brown  color,  which  made  a  solemn, 
dreary  impression  upon  the  mind.  The  frame-work 
of  the  roof  was  laid  the  longest  way  upon  the  walls. 
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Although  this  style  of  construction  was  clumsy  and 
not  ecclesiastical  in  appearance,  yet  the  pulpit,  with 
its  sounding-board,  made  preaching  (deficient,  alas ! 
in  almost  every  respect)  an  easy  matter  in  these 
churches. 

The  efforts  of  Rev.  J.  H.  Helffrich,  as  before  stated, 
were  especially  directed  towards  bringing  the  congre- 
gation into  alliance  with  the  Coetus  (Synod),  in  order 
to  obtain  for  it  a  surer  and  more  certain  establishment 
as  a  church.  When  this  was  accomplished  he  devoted 
himself  with  all  the  energy  of  his  nature  towards  es- 
tablishing a  higher  and  better  order  of  things.  His 
well-prepared  sermons,  delivered  with  earnestness 
and  in  love ;  his  strict  discipline,  without  sharpness  ; 
his  elementary  instruction  of  the  young,  and  his  un- 
tiring industry  bore  their  natural  fruit.  Yet  the 
progress  was  only  partial.  The  congregation  ad- 
vanced in  ecclesiastical  matters,  but  the  advance  was 
mostly  in  forms.  There  was  a  lack  of  appreciation  of 
the  advantages  of  mental  culture  among  the  people. 
In  fact,  so  limited  was  this  appreciation  that  it  was 
impossible  to  use  the  Heidelberg  Catechism  in  its 
entire  form  in  the  instruction  of  the  children.  Neither 
were  the  young  prepared  by  previous  training  to  com- 
mit the  larger  answers,  nor  were  they  even  inclined  to 
do  so.  Many  could  neither  read  nor  write,  while 
others  had  never  been  within  the  four  walls  of  the 
school-house.  To  overcome  some  of  these  difficulties 
Rev.  Helffrich  rewrote  and  simplified  the  Heidelberg 
Catechism,  inserting  the  principal  questions  (with 
their  numbers),  so  that  every  child  could  go  over  the 
whole  catechism  and  commit  many  of  the  questions 
thus  simplified.  Through  these  means  the  Heidel- 
berg Catechism  was  prevented  from  falling  into  disuse 
in  his  congregation.  The  children  were  instructed 
every  Sunday  before  divine  service,  and  by  the  help 
of  his  explanations  and  illustrations  were  enabled  to 
commit  the  catechism  to  memory.  Later  he  had  this 
abridgment  printed,  and  every  child  was  required  to 
have  one,  as  well  as  the  Heidelberg  Catechism.  It 
is  still  used  as  a  catechism  in  Sunday-schools  to  this 
day. 

Externally  also,  through  his  labors,  the  church 
obtained  new  life.  Veneration  and  love  for  the  church 
sprang  up  in  the  people,  and  the  church  was  con- 
stantly building  a  surer  foundation.  Towards  the 
attainment  of  a  complete  revivification  the  proper 
conditions  were  wanting,  however.  The  schools  were 
badly  conducted,  the  literature  necessary  for  the  ad- 
vancement of  popular  education  was  entirely  wanting 
and  the  spirit  of  the  times  tended  downwards.  Beyond 
all,  there  was  a  lack  of  spirit  in  the  German  Churches 
of  America  which  was  everywhere  more  or  less  per- 
ceptible. It  will  be  thus  seen  that  it  was  more  neces- 
sary to  check  this  downward  tendency  than  to  think 
of  spiritual  development.  Yet  the  good  seed  was  sown 
by  willing  ecclesiastical  hands,  and  this  self-same  seed 
began  to  spread  its  roots,  and  in  its  own  appointed 
time  brought  forth  fruit  in  abundance. 


After  Eev.  Helffrich's  death,  in  1810,  Heinrich 
Diefenbach  was  called  to  serve  the  congregation  pro- 
visionally. A  son  of  Rev.  Helffrich  had  begun  to 
study  theology,  and  it  was  agreed  that  Rev.  Diefen- 
bach should  serve  until  the  former  should  receive  a 
license  to  preach  from  the  Synod.  The  congregations 
of  the  Heidelberg,  Lynn,  and  Lowhill  Churches  also 
joined  in  this  provisional  arrangement,  and  after  a  ser- 
vice of  five  years  Mr.  Diefenbach  peaceably  surren- 
dered his  charges  to  John  Helffrich,  when  the  latter 
had  completed  his  studies  in  Philadelphia  under  Dr. 
Helfenstein,  and  had  received  his  license  from  the 
Synod. 

Johannes  Helffrich  was  chosen  as  pastor  in  1816,  and 
served  this  and  the  other  congregations  above  named 
for  a  period  of  thirty-five  years,  until  his  death,  in  1852. 
During  his  long  ministry  he  carried  on  the  good  work  • 
from  the  foundation  upon  which  it  had  been  laid. 
He  pursued  an  objective  course.  His  aim  was  the 
external  presentation  of  the  church  as  the  bearer  of 
the  means  of  salvation,  and  through  these  of  the  grace 
of  God.  He  sought  to  quicken  Christianity,  but  only 
within  these  limits.  He  was  the  bitter  enemy  of 
everything  which  tended  even  in  appearance  to  sub- 
vert the  old  forms  and  methods,  and  energetically 
opposed  all  such  in  his  congregations.  On  two  occa- 
sions especially  he  maintained  this  position  during 
his  service. 

It  was  between  1820  and  1830  that  the  schism  known 
under  the  name  of  "the  Free  Synod"  arose  in  the 
Reformed  Churches  of  Eastern  Pennsylvania  especi- 
ally, the  seed  of  which  spirit  was  industriously  sought 
t(j  be  sown  also  in  the  Ziegel  congregation.  Nor 
was  it  in  vain:  the  seed  took  root,  and  not  a  small 
portion  of  the  church-members  were  favorably  in- 
clined to  the  idea.  The  Lutheran  minister,  Johann 
Konosky,  seceded  about  this  time  from  the  Lutheran 
Synod,  and  drew  after  himself  all  his  congregations, 
among  them  the  Lutherans  of  the  Ziegel  Church. 
Thereupon  the  Reformed  congregations  also  wished 
to  separate  from  their  Synod.  This  purpose  Rev. 
Helffrich  opposed  with  all  the  earnestness  of  his 
nature.  To  disprove  what  the  schismatics  loudly  pro- 
claimed,— that  the  old  Synod  desired  to  enslave  the 
people, — he  obtained  from  the  Synod  a  written  decla- 
ration, addressed  to  the  Ziegel  Church,  that  it  should 
not  at  any  time  be  obliged  to  do  anything  to  the  loss 
of  its  freedom.  This  writing,  composed  in  the  Synod 
at  Lebanon,  in  1829,  and  attested  under  the  hands  of 
the  synodical  officers,  was  read  to  the  Ziegel  congre- 
gation, and  the  spirit  of  Free  Synods,  even  if  not  en- 
tirely exterminated,  lost  its  hold  upon  the  people. 

The  other  disturbance  which  shook  the  church  in 
his  time  was  that  created  by  the  birth  of  the  spirit  of 
fanaticism.  This  excitement  pervaded  the  whole  Ger- 
man Church,  more  or  less,  everywhere.  It  took  its 
origin  from  without  the  church,  and  sought  to  press 
its  way  from  without  into  the  church.  It  naturally 
tended  to  the  establishment  of  the  "anxious  bench," 
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and  showed  in  many  congregations  into  which  it  was 
introduced  its  corrupt  and  unchristian  nature.  From 
the  rise  of  this  spirit,  so  little  in  consonance  with  the 
spirit  of  the  Reformed  Church,  Rev.  Helffrich  could 
foresee  the  promise  of  but  little  good.  He  did  not 
permit  himself  to  give  the  movement  any  counte- 
nance, but,  on  the  other  hand,  took  a  position  too  far 
in  the  extreme,  and  too  far,  perhaps,  behind  the  times. 
He  constantly  said  to  his  flock.  We  will  abide  by  the 
old  customs;  let  us  cultivate  these.  In  the  Ziegel 
Church,  too,  the  fanatical  spirit  attempted  to  obtain 
a  foothold,  but,  owing  to  the  opposition  of  their  pas- 
tor, the  church  remained  unharmed  by  the  storm, 
which  swept  over  other  churches  like  a  scorching 
blast.  When  the  first  fury  of  the  storm  had  blown 
over,  man  began  the  work  of  reformation  by  means 
of  the  sermon  and  the  accustomed  use  of  the  means 
of  grace. 

About  the  year  1840,  Rev.  Helflfrich  founded  the 
first  Sunday-school  in  this  congregation  without  any 
difficulty,  the  members  willingly  lending  themselves 
to  the  project.  It  showed  the  maturing  of  a  healthy 
feeling  of  new  life  and  greater  activity. 

On  Whit-Sunday  and  Whit-Monday,  the  8th  and  9th 
of  June,  1851,  the  church  celebrated  the  memory  of 
its  foundation  by  holding  a  centennial  jubilee.  The 
church  was  splendidly  adorned.  The  walls,  windows, 
organ,  pillars,  pulpit,  etc.,  were  hung  with  evergreen, 
flowers,  and  fir-branches.  Four  sermons  were  preached 
to  the  immense  concourse  by  Revs.  C.  G.  Herman, 
Jeremias  Schindel,  and  W.  A.  Helffrich.  Historical 
tablets  on  each  side  of  the  pulpit  showed  the  numbers 
1745  and  1845,  signifying  that  a  completed  century  lay 
in  the  past.  In  this  period  a  rich  and  blessed  congre- 
gation had  arisen  out  of  the  wilderness.  From  the 
toil  and  cares  of  the  old  German  fathers  had  sprung 
opulence  and  ease.  There,  at  the  side  of  the  church, 
in  the  northeastern  part  of  God's  acre,  sleep,  mostly 
with  unmarked  graves,  all  of  those  who  laid  the  first 
xorner-stone  of  this  church.  No  stone  marks  the  last 
resting-place  of  the  first  departed  of  the  fathers.  And 
where  were  stones  to  be  taken  from  and  prepared? 
Later,  slate  were  used  as  headstones,  but  these  soon 
crumbled  from  rain,  frost,  and  heat,  and  now  scarcely 
any  inscription  upon  them  can  be  read.  Still  later  a 
small  number  of  sandstones  were  erected,  which  are 
still  standing,  and  the  inscriptions  upon  which  are  still 
legible,  but  fast  decaying.  As  the  number  of  graves 
increased  farther  down  in  the  cemetery  there  first 
appeared  memorial  stones  in  marble,  improving  m 
form  and  inscription  with  time. 

In  1852,  the  year  following  the  celebration,  the  pas- 
torate became  vacant  through  the  death  of  Rev.  John 
Helflrich  and  his  son,  William  A.  Helff-rich,  who  had 
assisted  his  father  in  his  clerical  labors  for  seven 
years  already,  was  chosen  as  his  successor. 

Finally  a  better  time  came  also  to  this  church.  The 
visitation  of  God's  grace,  awakening  a  more  lively 
faith,  which  everywhere  stirred  our  church  at  this  time, 
'  30 


entered  also  here.  Everything  that  was  attained  here 
was  accomplished  by  the  use  of  the  means  of  grace, 
and  no  artificial  means  helped  to  the  desired  end. 
First,  divine  service  began  to  be  held  more  frequently, 
and  there  was  preaching  on  the  Reformed  side  every 
other  Sunday.  The  sermon  had  a  known  and  active 
Christianity  which  became  visible  in  practical  results 
in  the  daily  life  of  the  people.  A  chandelier  and 
lamps  were  purchased  for  the  purpose  of  holding  even- 
ing services,  and  it  was  here  that  the  first  of  these  was 
held.  The  prejudice  against  them  quickly  disappeared. 
The  more  frequently  divine  services  were  held  the  more 
industriously  and  in  greater  numbers  came  the  con- 
gregation to  the  house  of  God,  so  that  frequently  there 
was  not  room  for  all.  But  what  beyond  all,  even  if 
slowly,  assisted  in  surer  progress  was  the  instruction 
of  catechumens,  to  which  every  attention  was  devoted, 
and  which  were  attended  even  by  many  adults.  The 
Heidelberg  Catechism,  although  never  omitted  in  this 
instruction,  was  now  introduced  in  its  full  form,  and 
made  the  groundwork  of  the  church  life.  The  prac- 
tice of  the  discipline  inculcated  by  the  catechism  and 
constitution  of  our  church  met  with  approbation ;  it 
was  severely  exercised  upon  the  catechumens,  and 
especially  directed  against  the  immoralities  of  the 
corrupting  "  frolics."  The  consecration  of  the  con- 
sistories was  now  accomplished  with  genuflexion  and 
the  laying  on  of  hands,  according  to  the  direction  of 
the  constitution,  a  thing  which  had  never  before  been 
done.  Communion  services  were  held  more  fre- 
quently, and  kneeling  in  prayer  during  the  prepara- 
tory services  was  now  introduced.  Many  knees,  at 
first  very  stubborn,  learned  in  time  to  bend  willingly. 
About  the  year  1860  the  Bible  class  came  into  exist- 
ence. Members  assembled  in  each  other's  houses;  and 
engaged  in  singing,  prayer,  admonition,  and  the  read- 
ing of  scriptural  selections,  upon  which  they  made 
observations.  Weekly  prayer-meetings  were  held 
either  in  the  church  by  the  pastor  or  in  their  houses  by 
the  members  themselves.  There  was  also  an  increase 
of  activity  in  regard  to  missions.  The  fruit  of  this 
varied  labor  did  not  fail.  A  new  life  began  to  bloom, 
which  brought  peace  and  joy  to  many  a  heart  and 
home. 

During  the  fall  of  1862,  among  all  the  excitement 
and  disturbances  of  our  civil  war,  the  congregation 
resolved  to  build  a  new  church.  The  old  edifice  had 
stood  for  sixty-eight  years,  and  its  capacity  had 
become  too  small.  On  Ascension-day,  1862,  the 
corner-stone  of  the  new  building  was  laid.  The 
immorality  of  the  so-called  "  Hucksters"  (generally 
prevailing  at  this  time  in  Eastern  Pennsylvania) 
became,  during  the  construction  of  the  new  building, 
the  occasion  for  an  unholy  strife.  These  hucksters, 
who  sold  cakes,  drinks,  etc.,  under  booths  at  all  worldly 
gatherings  of  the  people,  had  also  for  a  long  time  been 
offering  their  wares,  even  at  sacred  festivals  on  the 
Sabbath-day,  bidding  defiance  to  the  very  face  of 
the  church.    Under  these  tents  or  booths  hundreds  of 
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people  stood  engaged  in  light,  trifling  conversation 
and  in  buying,  while  within  the  church  divine  ser- 
vice was  being  conducted.  Here  there  should  be 
reverential  worship  of  God,  and  yet  right  beside  it 
there  were  Sabbath-breaking  and  a  scandalous,  frivo- 
lous, worldly  traflic  and  barter,  mocking  everything 
sacred.  The  building  committee  took  the  arrange- 
ment of  the  corner-stone-laying  festival  out  of  the 
hands  of  the  consistory  and  gave  permission  to  the 
hucksters  to  carry  on  their  immoralities.  Under  a 
resolution  of  the  Eastern  Pennsylvania  Classis,  no 
minister  belonging  to  the  Classis  was  permitted  to  be 
present  at  any  church  festival  at  which  huckstering 
was  carried  on.  In  obedience  to  this  resolution  the 
Reformed  pastor  remained  absent  from  the  cere- 
monies. The  friends  of  the  hucksters  made  this  the 
pretext  for  a  controversy  which  aroused  no  little  ex- 
citement. When  the  church,  on  Whit-Sunday  in  the 
following  year,  was  to  be  dedicated,  and  the  huck- 
sters again  received  permission  from  the  same  source 
to  be  present,  the  Reformed  Consistory  resolved  not 
to  hold  their  services  in  conjunction  with  the  Luther- 
ans, who  allowed  themselves  to  be  led  by  the  friends 
of  the  hucksters,  but  appointed  them  for  a  later  day. 
The  dedication  was  then  held  on  the  26th  of  June, 
1864,  without  hucksters.  Revs.  J.  S.  Herman  and  W. 
A.  Helffrich,  the  Reformed  minister,  conducted  the 
services. 

The  new  brick  church  is  one  of  the  largest  in  the 
county,  and  is  a  beautiful  building.  Its  belfry  and 
towers  arise  high  in  the  air  from  the  spot  where  the 
old  church  stood.  Five  high  Gothic  windows  on  each 
side,  and  an  addition  to  the  building  containing  the 
pulpit,  give  it  a  sacred  appearance.  The  galleries  rest 
on  iron  pillars.  Above  the  pulpit  a  Gothic  bow  runs 
along  the  small  rear  wall,  and  divides  the  addition 
from  the  main  building.  A  hall  at  the  entrance  in 
the  front  part  of  the  church,  from  which  steps  ascend 
to  the  galleries,  prevents  all  disturbing  noises  from 
being  heard  within.  All  the  wood-work  of  the  inte- 
rior is  artistically  painted,  and  ceiling  and  walls  are 
beautifully  frescoed.  The  gentle  half-light  caused  by 
the  curtains  at  the  windows  and  the  dark  colors  of  the 
paints  leave  a  solemn  impression  upon  the  mind. 

The  congregation  pursued  a  new  and  excellent  plan 
tor  paying  off  the  church  debt, — a  plan  which  deserves 
to  be  adopted  elsewhere.  When  upon  the  completion 
of  the  building  it  appeared  a  considerable  debt  re- 
mained, which  would  not  be  defrayed  by  the  subscrip- 
tions, both  consistories  met  and  made  a  statement 
showing  how  much  each  member  would  be  compelled 
to  contribute  in  order  to  pay  off  the  debt  at  once, 
these  statements  being  based  upon  the  ability  of  each 
to  pay.  They  then  submitted  this  statement  to  the 
members,  with  an  explanation  of  their  plan,  and  but 
three  or  four  were  unwilling  to  pay  the  sums  asked 
of  them.  To  be  free  of  debt  is  a  blessing  for  any 
church  and  deserves  emulation. 

The  tri-centennial  jubilee  and  anniversary  festival 


in  memory  of  the  publication  of  the  Heidelberg 
Catechism  was  celebrated  by  this  congregation  dur- 
ing the  construction  of  the  church.  The  result,  as 
far  as  the  altar  offerings  were  concerned,  was  not 
what  was  desired.  'The  contributions  were  meagre, 
and  none  at  all  were  received  from  the  friends  of  the 
hucksters.  The  large  church  debt,  the  hard  times, 
and  the  grinding  substitute  taxes  occasioned  by  the 
civil  war,  prevented  the  faithful  and  willing  also  from 
giving  according  to  their  wish. 

The  Lutheran  ministers  of  the  congregation  were 
led  by  Rev.  Jacob  Friederich  Schertlein,  who  is 
remembered  as  a  talented  preacher.  His  hand- 
writing appears  but  seldom  on  the  church  records. 
His  ministry  must  have  continued  but  for  a  short 
time.  After  Schertlein  there  followed  a  succes- 
sion of  preachers,  of  whom  nothing  is  remembered, 
not  even  their  names  being  known  to  posterity. 
They  extended  to  the  year  1780,  when  Rev.  Daniel 
Schumacher  was  reached.  He  lived  among  the 
Weissenberg  people,  and  joined  all  his  congrega- 
tion to  the  Lutheran  Synod.  His  descendants  still 
live  in  Weissenberg  and  Lynn  townships.  Rev. 
Schumacher's  labors  were  continued  till  1785,  when 
Rev.  Daniel  Lehmann  was  chosen,  who  served  for 
about  fifteen  or  eighteen  years.  He  was  followed  by 
Rev.  Johann  Friederich  Obenhausen,  who  also  had 
a  charge  in  Eisenhard's  Valley,  near  Grim's  Mill. 
He  was  also  an  organ-builder,  and  erected  the  first 
organ  for  the  Ziegel  Church,  which  was  replaced  in 
later  times  by  the  present  one  built  by  C.  Hanzel- 
man.  After  Obenhausen  Rev.  Heinrich  Geisen- 
hainer  served  for  a  short  time,  being  succeeded  by 
Revs.  G.  Wartmann  and  J.  Daering,  called  by  the 
common  people  the  "little  ministers."  They  served 
all  their  congregations  in  common,  beginning  with 
the  one  at  the  Jordan,  where  they  lived.  Rev.  Johann 
Konoske  followed  them.  He  united  the  congrega- 
tion with  his  Kulztown  charge,  and  led  this  and  his 
other  congregations  into  breaking  their  connection 
with  the  Synod.  He  composed  a  writing,  now  lying 
in  the  archives  among  other  old  papers,  in  which  he 
gives  the  reasons  which  induced  him  to  take  that 
step  and  endeavors  to  justify  his  course.  Rev.  Jere- 
mias  Schindel,  his  successor,  a  preacher  beloved  of 
the  people,  assisted  in  sowing  the  seed  of  a  better 
time,  and  his  works  have  been  greatly  blessed.  His 
loving  sermons  thawed  open  many  a  cold  heart.  He 
was  followed  by  Rev.  Owen  Leopold,  the  present 
pastor. 

The  spiritual  condition  of  the  Lutheran  portion  of 
the  congregation  has  from  that  time  been  on  an  equal 
footing  with  that  of  the  Reformed. 

In  the  spring  of  1879,  Nevin  A.  Helffrich,  a  son  of 
Rev.  William  A.  Helffrich,  was  examined  and  licensed 
at  the  session  of  the  East  Pennsylvania  Classis,  held 
at  Lehighton,  and  in  the  year  following  was  ordained 
at  AUentown  by  Lehigh  Classis,  which,  during  the 
course  of  the  year,  had  been  founded  through  the 
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division  of  the  East  Pennsylvania  Classis,  and  was 
appointed  to  assist  his  father.  Rev.  Nevin  A.  Helf- 
frich  is  the  fourth  preacher  of  this  family,  who  have 
served  in  unbroken  succession  for  one  hundred  and 
eleven  years. 

The  Weissenberg  Church.^— This  church  was  also 
known  during  the  last  century  as  the  Weissen  Church. 
The  church  building  stands  in  the  northeastern  corner 
of  Weissenberg  township,  Lehigh  Co.,  Pa.,  near  to 
the  division-line  between  that  township  and  Lowhill 
township,  in  which  latter  the  greater  part  of  the  con- 
gregation reside.  It  is  a  union  church,  all  the  build- 
ings and  lands  of  the  church  being  owned  in  equal 
right  by  the  Reformed  and  the  Lutherans.  The 
congregation  spread  on  the  north  to  Heidelberg,  on 
the  south  to  the  Ziegel  Church,  and  on  the  Avest  to 
Jerusalem  (AUemiingel)  Church.  All  the  region  in 
which  the  congregation  dwell  is  very  hilly,  with 
narrow  valleys,  well  watered  by  many  small  brooks. 
The  well-wooded  hills,  the  excellent  water,  and  the 
rich  meadows,  irrigated  by  many  springs,  were  the 
attractions  that  caused  the  first  emigrants  to  settle 
there. 

The  settlement  took  place  contemporaneously  with 
that  in  Allemangel,  indeed  properly  belongs  to  it. 
The  later  arrivals  who  could  not  conveniently  find 
room  in  Allemangel  moved  farther  towards  the  east 
and  founded  this  community.  The  first  pioneers 
were  Petrus  Herber  and  Peter  Weiss.  The  former 
first  dwelt  at  Oley,  in  Berks  County,  where  his  son, 
John  Jacob,  married  Dorothea,  a  daughter  of  Jost 
Heinrich  Sassamanshausen.  The  wanderers  to  this 
region  were  Swiss,  Palatines,  and  Wiirtembergers, 
and  many  of  them  had  dwelt  some  time  at  Oley, 
Goshenhoppen,  Falkner's  Swamp,  and  other  places 
south  of  the  Lehigh  Mountains  before  they  settled  in 
this  region.  Their  relatives  and  acquaintances,  who 
had  preceded  them,  had  colonized  these  places,  and 
with  them  many  tarried  before  they  settled  in  Weis- 
senberg. They  could  not  find  among  them  such  farms 
as  they  cared  to  select ;  so  the  heads  of  families 
gathered  together,  hunted  up  suitable  land  and  tracts, 
and  later  brought  their  families  there.  Many  of  their 
names  appear  on  the  colonial  records,  showing  that 
they  wandered  hither  about  the  year  1730  ;  but  most 
of  them  did  not  settle  down  here  till  about  1740, 
between  which  year  and  1750  the  principal  settlement 
took  place.  Many  of  the  original  families  have  died 
out  entirely  or  moved  away  from  this  region,  and  their 
names  have  disappeared  entirely. 

The  following  names  appear  on  the  church  records 
as  those  of  the  first  settlers  : 


Petrus  Herber. 
Jacob  Herber. 
Peter  Weias. 
Jacob  Holben. 
Theobold  Kempfer. 
Jobannes  Ehrenhard. 


Heinrich  Krechlocb. 
Johannes  Krechloch. 
Jacob  Bachmann. 
ChriBtian  Miiller. 
Andreas  Biess. 
JohannsB  Carral. 


[  By  Rev,  William  A.  Helffrich. 


George  Zimmermann. 
Johannes  Zerfasa. 
Valentin  Derr  (Durr). 
Peter  Weias. 
Heinrich  Georg. 
Johannes  Georg. 
Adam  Biir. 
Leonbard  Frey. 
Jacob  GrQnewald,  Sr. 
Wendel  Holben. 
Michael  Braucher. 
Nicolaus  Kemp. 
Martin  Buchmann. 
Valentin  Graumlich. 
Michael  Bieber. 
Michael  Bock. 
Jiirg  Emmerich  Schick. 
Andreas  Sinckell. 
Jilrg  Sieger. 
Jilrg  Knodler. 
Georg  Schiiasler. 
Eberhard  Schmidt. 
Jilrg  Kind. 
Johann  Adam  Klein. 


Sebastian  Werly  (Werlein). 
Peter  Franz. 
Jolm  De  Long. 
Jacob  Heilmann, 
Friederich  Siiuberling. 
Mathiius  Schneider. 
Johann  Diedrich  Heimann. 
Heinrich  Hartmann. 
Wilhelm  Schroetter. 
Andreas  Eschbach. 
Peter  Kocher. 
Peter  Schopp. 
Philipp  Scholl. 
Friederich  Weigand. 
Jacob  Senser. 
Jost  Diehl. 
Sebastian  Gehringer. 
Michael  Halleubach. 
Peter  Rabenold. 
Johann  Meyer, 
Peter  Babl. 
Daniel  Stettler. 
Johann  A.  Geiss. 
Johann  Kniirr. 


The  following  list  is  taken  from  the  Colonial  Rec- 
ordsj  and  shows  the  names  of  the  settlers,  the  day  of 
registry  in  Philadelphia,  and  the  name  of  the  ship 
upon  which  they  arrived  : 

Jacob  Weiss,  June  22, 1728,  on  ship  "Albany"  from  Rotterdam. 

Hao8  Ulrich  Frey,  June  21, 1729,  on  ship  "  Martenhouse"  from  Rot- 
terdam. 

Christoph  Frey,  June  21, 1729,  on  ship  '*  Martenhouse"  from  Rotter- 
dam. 

John  Daniel  Werly,  June  21, 1729,  on  ship  "  Martenhouse"  from  Rot- 
terdam. 

Michael  Thomas,  Aug.  29, 1730,  on  ship  "  Thistle  of  Glasgow"  from 
Rotterdam. 

Casper  Bittner,  Aug.  29, 1730,  on  ship  "  Thistle  of  Glasgow"  from  Rot- 
terdam. 

Casper  Hartmann,  Aug.  29, 1730,  on  ship  "Thistle  of  Glasgow"  from 
Rotterdam. 

Hans  Jacob  Bar,  Nov.  30, 1730,  on  ship  "Joyce"  from  Rotterdam. 

John  Bar,  Nov.  30, 1730,  on  ship  "Joyce"  from  Rotterdam. 

Heinrich  Schiissler,  Sept.  26, 1732,  on  ship  "  Mary"  from  Rotterdam. 

Georg  Schiissler,  Sept.  26, 1732,  on  ship  "  Mary"  from  Rotterdam. 

Hana  Jacob  Schiissler,  Sept.  26, 1732,  on  ship  "  Maiy"  from  Rotterdam. 

Heinrich  Schiissler,  Sept,  26, 1732,  on  ship  "Mary"  from  Rotterdam. 

Hans  Peter  Werly,  Sept.  26, 1732,  on  ship  "Mary"  from  Rotterdam. 

Christian  Hoffmann,  Sept.  30, 1732,  on  ship  "  Dragon"  from  Rotterdam. 

Leonhard  Schlosaer,  Sept.  30, 1732,  on  ship  "  Dragon"  from  Rotterdam. 

Peter  Schlosser,  Sept.  30, 1732,  on  ship  "Dragon"  from  Rotterdam. 

Georg  Ludwig  Schiitz,  Sept.  30,1732,  on  ship  "Dragon"  from  Rotter- 
dam. 

Georg  Bar,  Oct.  11,  1732,  on  ship  "  Pleasant"  from  Rotterdam. 

Hans  Peter  Frey,  Aug.  17,  1733,  on  ship  "Samuel  of  London"  from 
Rotterdam. 

Friederich  Leiby,  Aug.  17,  1733,  on  ship  "Samuel  of  London"  from 
Rotterdam. 

Heinrich  Brunner,  May  29, 1735,  on  ship  "  Mercnry"  from  Rotterdam. 

Johannes  Weiss,  May  29, 1735,  on  ship  "  Mercury"  from  Rotterdam. 

Casper  Bleuler,  May  29, 1735,  on  ship  "Mercury"  from  Rotterdam. 

Valentin  DIehl,  Sept.  12, 1734,  on  ship  "St.  Andrew"  from  Rotterdam. 

Abraham  Diehl,  Sept.  12, 1734,  on  ship  "  St.  Andrew"  from  Rotterdam. 

The  congregation  takes  its  origin  from  the  year 
1747.  Divine  services  had,  however,  heen  held  at  the 
homes  of  members  before  that  time,  undoubtedly  by 
Rev.  Kidenweiler,  who  resided  in  this  neighborhood, 
and  was  known  by  the  name  of  the  "Swiss  minister." 
By  this  time  Jacob  Holben  had  been  elected  an 
elder  of  the  Weissenberg  Church.  The  construction 
of  the  first  church  building  dates  from  June,  1754, 
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Like  all  other  churches  in  those  early  times  it  was 
built  of  logs,  but  was  somewhat  better  constructed 
than  most  of  them.  In  1754  handicrafts  were  already 
better  represented,  and  it  is  said  there  was  at  that 
time  already  a  saw-mill  in  operation  in  the  Alle- 
mangel  and  Kistler's  Valleys  turning  out  boards  and 
shingles.  The  Rev.  Daniel  Schumacher  is  authority 
for  the  statement  that  it  was  dedicated  by  the  Revs. 
Rudolph  Kidenweiler  and  Jacob  Friederich  Schert- 
lein,  the  first  two  pastors  of  the  church.  Soon  after- 
wards the  building  of  the  church  a  school-house  was 
also  erected. 

The  primitive  circumstances,  the  development  of 
the  people,  the  religious  customs,  and  their  decay 
were  the  same  here  as  in  all  the  neighboring  com- 
munities.    (See  the  history  of  the  Ziegel  Church.) 

About  1765  there  arose  here  an  unfortunate  fight, 
which  increased  till  the  greater  part  of  the  Reformed 
congregation  seceded  and  formed  the  Lowhill  Church. 
They  were  the  original  settlers,  and  numbered  the 
most ;  but  as  they  could  not  obtain  any  title  for  vari- 
ous reasons  to  the  Allemangel  Church  in  Kistler's 
Valley,  they  had  moved  farther  towards  the  east,  and 
really  originated  this  church.  They  intended  at  the 
same  time,  however,  to  allow  equal  share  to  the 
Lutherans.  Now,  it  happened  that  the  latter,  having 
a  better  minister,  Rev.  Daniel  Schumacher,  obtained 
more  influence  than  the  Reformed  members,  who, 
under  Rev.  J.  Michael,  did  not  increase.  This  was 
the  beginning  of  ill  feeling.  Soon  there  followed  of- 
fensive expressions,  and  the  fires  of  discord  broke  out. 
Whatever  was  desired  by  the  one  party  was  opposed 
by  the  other.  So,  after  a  while,  the  Bachman,  George, 
Weiss,  Mannebach,  and  a  portion  of  the  Holben  fam- 
ilies separated  from  this  congregation,  and  began  the 
Lowhill  as  a  purely  Reformed  Church.  But  some 
remained  in  Weissenberg,  as  the  Herber,  Frey,  and 
a  part  of  the  Holben  families.  They  could  not  tear 
themselves  away  from  their  old  homes  and  their  dead. 
The  Weissenberg  Church  remained  a  union  church, 
but  the  Reformed  members  formed  but  a  small  part 
of  it,  as  they  do  to  the  present  day. 

During  the  time  of  the  Indian  troubles  this  com- 
munity suffered  greatly.  Several  dwellings  were 
burned  down,  and  the  greater  part  of  the  inhab- 
itants fled  to  parts  farther  south. 

In  the  war  of  independence  several  members  of  the 
congregation  served  as  soldiers.  Their  names  are  not 
known  to  the  writer.  When,  in  the  winter  of  1777-78, 
Washington's  army  lay  encamped  at  Valley  Forge, 
the  people  hereabouts  sent  down  food  and  clothing  to 
relieve  its  wants. 

It  is  peculiar  that  in  most  of  the  settlements  made 
by  the  Germans  in  America,  warrants  for  the  lands 
taken  were  not  obtained  by  the  squatters  from  the 
proprietaries  till  twenty,  thirty,  and  more  years  after 
they  had  possession.  The  reason  was  this,— because 
the  immigrants  were  led  to  believe  in  Germany  that 
in  America  all  the  land  was  free,  and  that  it  was 


only  necessary  to  enter  and  take  possession  of  it, 
in  order  to  become  the  owners  of  it.  Under  this 
impression  nearly  all  the  wanderers  arrived  here, 
hunted  out  such  farms  as  suited  them,  and  where 
they  found  them  unoccupied,  took  possession  of  them 
without  thinking  they  would  ever  be  called  on  for 
pay.  When  the  authorities  insisted  later  on  these 
squatters  purchasing  warrants  for  the  lands  taken, 
they  did  so  gradually.  The  freeing  of  the  land  from 
the  purchase-money  imposed  by  the  State,  and  the 
taking-up  of  their  deeds  patent  consumed  a  great 
deal  of  time,  and  valid  titles  for  much  of  the  land  in 
this  community  were  not  obtained  till  the  present 
century. 

The  gayety  of  the  Palatines,  from  which  has  arisen 
the  saying, "  The  Merry  Palatinate :  may  God  preserve 
it  so !"  the  kindly  disposition  of  the  Swabian,  known 
over  the  whole  world  ;  the  tenacity  of  the  Swiss,  who 
does  not  permit  himself  to  be  beaten  in  any  way, 
and  the  hard-headedness  of  the  old-time  German, — 
these  are  characteristics  to  be  found  in  Weissenberg 
and  Lowhill  down  to  the  present  day.  A  merrier 
disposition  will  hardly  be  found  anywhere,  there  is 
not  a  more  hospitable  people,  but  it  will  also  be  diffi- 
cult to  discover  harder  and  more  obstinate  heads  than 
here.  During  the  long  winter  evenings,  and  espe- 
cially in  times  of  good  sleighing,  it  has  always  been 
the  custom  for  social  gatherings,  consisting  of  rela- 
tives and  friends,  and  perhaps  three  or  more  families, 
to  gather  together  at  each  other's  homes.  The  large 
wooden  sleighs  are  hitched  up  and  loaded  to  their 
utmost  capacity,  and  driven  to  the  designated  place, 
where  already  many  of  the  invited  have  gathered. 
Then  the  evening  is  passed  in  enjoying  the  hospi- 
talities of  the  host  and  in  festivities,  extending  often 
into  the  early  hours  of  the  morning.  Driving  and 
visiting  are  among  the  established  customs  of  this 
community,  a  custom,  alas,  which  encroaches  more 
and  more  upon  the  observance  of  the  Sabbath.  There 
can  hardly  be  a  place  found  elsewhere  in  our  eastern 
counties  where  so  much  driving  is  done  on  Sunday  as 
here  in  this  neighborhood. 

In  the  time  of  Pastor  Schumacher  many  baptisms 
were  held  at  the  homes  of  the  members,  and  these 
were  always  celebrated  with  feasts,  after  the  manner 
of  the  Palatines.  The  church  record  shows  that  fre- 
quently two  or  three  pair  of  godfathers  and  god- 
mothers stood  for  one  child.  An  example  is  taken 
from  the  church  book  :  "  At  the  baptism  of  Johannes 
Christianus  Reiss,  an  infant  son  of  Johann  Daniel 
Peter,  on  the  1st  of  March,  1760,  the  following  per- 
sons stood  as  godfathers  and  godmothers,  viz.  :  Dan- 
iel Schumacher,  the  Lutheran  minister,  and  Maria 
Elizabeth,  his  wife;  Johann  Heinrich  Widersheim, 
elder  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  Lynn,  and  the 
Widow  Anna  Elizabeth  Yuncker;  Peter  Bahl  and 
Catharina,  his  wife;  and  also  Johann  Diel  Hermann 
and  Anna  Barbara,  his  wife, — eight  persons,  besides 
the  minister. 
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But  a  wedding  was  the  occasion  for  the  greatest  dis- 
play of  hospitality  and  merry-making.  The  sport  at 
these  was  often  mad  and  wild.  The  thrashing-floor 
was  bedecked  with  greens  and  turned  into  a  dancing- 
floor,  where  young  and  old  swung  in  merry  circles. 

It  is  not  wonderful  that  the  long  and  numerous 
harvest-time  festivities  often  required  from  six  to 
eight  large,  fat  hogs,  and  frequently  more  than  an  ox  ; 
and  that  old  John  Wickell,  the  butcher,  who  received 
many  invitations  to  these  feasts,  said,  "  When  I  have 
butchered  the  hogs  and  made  the  sausage,  I  get  noth- 
ing for  it  but  the  devil's  thanks  !" 

On  the  7th  of  November,  1803,  the  congregation 
having  resolved  to  build  a  new  church,  a  constitution 
was  adopted,  by  which  its  construction  and  the  future 
conduct  of  the  church  should  be  regulated.  The  church 
was  completed  in  the  year  1804,  and  was  dedicated  with 
appropriate  services,  conducted  by  Rev.  Johannes 
Heinrich  Helffrich,  the  Reformed  minister,  and  Rev. 
J.  F.  Obenhausen,  the  Lutheran  minister. 

The  consistory  for  that  period  who  signed  the  at- 
testation were  Jacob  Herber,  Simon  Georg,  Heinrich 
Schneider,  Mathias  Sentell,  Lorenz  Holben,  Abraham 
Grunewald,  Philipp  Herber,  John  Weiss,  Heinrich 
Weiss,  John  Sieger,  Heinrich  Kregloh,  Theobald 
Holben,  Sebastian  Werlein,  Michael  Werlein,  An- 
dreas Buchmann,  Georg  Rau,  Andreas  Bittner,  Nico- 
laus  Werlein,  Valentin  Werlein,  Jacob  Schumacher, 
Peter  Hallenbach,  Peter  Rau,  Sebastian  Ettel,  Fred- 
erick Seiberling,  and  Theobald  Werlein. 

The  church  was  built  of  logs,  was  well  constructed, 
and  appropriate  for  those  times. 

The  third  church  was  built  in  1830,  of  stone.  The 
congregation  confirmed  their  old  constitution,  accord- 
ing to  which  this  building  also  was  put  up.  On  the 
30th  of  May,  1830,  the  corner-stone  was  laid,  with 
services  conducted  by  Rev.  Johannes  Helflfrich,  the 
Reformed  minister,  and  Rev.  Georg  Wartmann,  the 
Lutheran  pastor,  both  of  whom  preached  sermons  on 
that  day.  In  the  fall  the  same  pastors  conducted  the 
dedicatory  services.  The  record  of  the  building  of 
the  church  is  witnessed  by  the  following : 

The  building  committee,  viz.:  Mcolaus  Werly, 
Michael  Frey,  Andreas  Bittner,  Philipp  Herber. 

The  Lutheran  elders:  John  Weida,  Peter  Buch- 
mann. 

The  Reformed  elders:  Andreas  Rupp,  Philipp 
Herber. 

The  Reformed  deacons,  viz. :  Jacob  Blessler,  Mi- 
chael Frey,  Abraham  Grunewald,  Jacob  Herber. 

The  Lutheran  deacons,  viz.:  Johannes  Seibert, 
Solomon    Rabenold,    Friederich    Dengler,    Andreas 

Werly. 

The  treasurer :  Jacob  Herber. 

The  school-teacher :  Heinrich  Busse. 

The  centennial  jubilee  was  held  by  the  congrega- 
tion on  the  21st  of  September,  1851.  In  the  morning 
Rev.  Jeremias  Schindel,  the  Lutheran  minister, 
preached,    and  in   the   afternoon   Rev.    William   A. 


Helffrich,  the  Reformed  minister.  The  venerable 
father.  Rev.  Johannes  Helffrich,  was  also  present,  and 
took  part  in  the  celebration. 

The  fourth  (and  present)  church  was  built  of  brick, 
in  the  year  1864.  The  corner-stone  was  laid  by  Rev. 
A.  J.  Herman,  of  the  Reformed,  and  Rev.  0.  Leopold, 
of  the  Lutherans. 

The  Reformed  ministers  of  the  congregation  were, — 

1.  Rudolph  Kidenweiler,  a  Swiss;  he  founded  the 
church ;  he  preached  also  for  the  Long  Swamp  con- 
gation  seven  and  a  half  years.  He  left  this  church 
in  obedience  to  the  call  from  the  "Grosse  Schwamm" 
Church,  south  of  the  Lehigh  Mountains,  where  he 
died  and  was  buried.  His  headstone  still  stands  upon 
the  cemetery  of  that  church,  with  the  following  in- 
scription :  "  Here  lies  buried  the  departed  reformed 
Preacher,  Johannes  Rudolph  Kitweiler;  his  age  was 
47  years,  9  months ;  he  was  born  on  the  2d  of  Janu- 
ary, 1717,  and  died  the  2d  of  October,  1764." 

2.  Philipp  Jacob  Michael,  who  began  his  .servicfj 
here  in  the  year  1761. 

3.  Johann  Heinrich  Helffrich  followed,  and  was 
the  first  preacher  from  the  Synod,  with  which  he 
brought  this  church  into  union.  He  served  this  con- 
gregation with  the  Lowhill  before  the  latter  had  the 
dispute  with  the  Weissenberg.  Father  Jacob  Hei'ber 
was  a  brother-in-law  of  Rev.  Helffrich,  both  having 
married  daughters  of  Sassamanshausen-.  Friendli- 
ness induced  Rev.  Helffrich  to  serve  this  congrega- 
tion, and  through  his  efforts,  directly,  peace  was  re- 
stored. After  the  Lowhill  Church  became  a  Union 
Church  the  same  ministers  served  both  that  and  this 
congregation,  and  the  two  were  regarded  as  one. 

4.  Heinrich  Diefenbach  preached  from  the  death 
of  Rev.  Helffrich,  in  1810,  till  1816. 

5.  Johannes  Helffrich,  the  son  of  Johann  H.  Helf- 
fi-ich,  was,  after  the  completion  of  his  studies,  in  1816, 
chosen,  and  preached  up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  in 
1852.     In  1845  his  son, 

6.  William  A.  Helffrich,  was  appointed  his  assist- 
ant by  the  East  Pennsylvania  Classis.  He  served  till 
the  year  1860. 

7.  Alfred  J.  Hermann  was  chosen  minister  in  the 
same  year,  and  is  now  the  pastor. 

The  Lutheran  ministers  were, — 

1.  Jacob  Friederich  Schertlein. 

2.  Daniel  Schumacher,  an  able  and  well-educated 
minister  from  Germany.  He  came  to  this  region 
when  a  young  man,  and  married  here  Maria  Elizabeth, 
a  daughter  of  Georg  Steigerwald.  On  the  11th  of 
December,  1757,  he  delivered  his  first  sermon.  He 
lived  with  this  community  all  his  lifetime,  died  here, 
and  lies  buried  in  the  old  graveyard,  with  no  stone 
marking  his  grave. 

3.  Hermann  Jacob  Schellhard,  who  preached  here 
from  1770  to  1780. 

4.  Daniel  Lehman. 

5.  J.  F.  Obenhausen,  who  resided  within  the  limits 
of  the  Ziegel  community. 
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6.  Friedericli  Geisenhainer,  minister  here  for  some 
years. 

7.  Georg  Wartman  and  G.  Daring,  wlio  dwelt  with 
the  Jordan  community,  and  served  together  the  same 
congregations. 

8.  Jeremiah  Schindel,  elected  in  1837. 

9.  Owen  Leopold,  the  present  pastor. 

School  History  of  Weissenberg.^— No  sooner 
were  the  Palatinate  and  the  Swiss  Germans,  who  set- 
tled Weissenberg,  established  in  their  new  homes 
than  they  began  to  establish  schools  and  churches ; 
but  in  this,  as  in  everything  else,  they  had  to  contend 
against  great  difficulties.  Being  naturally  poor,  and 
but  just  settled  in  the  wilderness,  their  means  were 
scanty  indeed.  To  cut  down  trees,  build  houses,  clear 
the  land,  they  were  impelled  by  their  bodily  wants. 
Doing  this  was  not  the  work  of  a  day,  and  years  of 
unremitting  toil  elapsed  before  they  had  anything  to 
sell,  and  then,  when  they  had  it,  there  was  no  market 
at  which  to  dispose  of  it.  So,  after  they  had  gathered 
together  congregations  and  schools,  they  often  had 
neither  ministers,  nor  teachers,  nor  money  to  procure 
them.  Hence  churches  and  schools  were  few  in  num- 
ber and  far  apart.  At  first  there  seem  to  have  been 
no  schools  except  those  at  the  churches.  These  were 
under  the  control  of  the  men  that  led  in  singing  on 
occasions  of  public  worship,  and  were  termed  church 
schools.  For  a  long  time  this  township  had  only 
two  churches  and  probably  only  two  schools,  so  it 
often  happened  that  children  had  to  go  four  or  five 
miles  to  school.  After  a  while,  probably  in  1770, 
other  schools  were  established  in  parts  most  remote 
from  the  churches,  wherever  suitable  rooms  could  be 
obtained.  At  these  the  teachers  at  the  churches,  as 
well  as  others,  taught  annually  for  a  certain  time, 
after  their  schools  at  home  had  closed.  This  state  of 
affairs  continued  for  about  fifty  year.s,  probably  to 
near  the  close  of  the  last  century. 

During  this  time  the  schools  were  conducted  en- 
tirely in  the  German  language.  The  course  of  study 
was  reading,  writing,  singing,  arithmetic  as  far  as  the 
fundamental  rules,  and  probably  the  catechism.  The 
course  in  reading  embraced  the  A,  B,  C  book,  the 
Psalter,  and  the  New  Testament.  The  girls  it  was  not 
thought  necessary  should  study  more  than  reading,  the 
catechism,  and  singing.  Many  children  grew  up  with 
no  schooling  at  all,  others  with  very  little.  The  rec- 
ords, still  existing,  of  transactions  done  during  those 
times  show  that  scarcely  any  of  the  women  and  a 
great  many  of  the  men  could  not  even  write  their  own 
names.  Of  those  born  in  Germany,  nearly  all  of  the 
men  and  some  of  the  women  could  write.  The  teach- 
ers during  the  beginning  of  this  period  were  all  men 
that  had  been  educated  in  Europe,  but  some  of  them 
became  ministers,  and  less  qualified  men  took  their 
places  as  teachers.  So  the  schools  suffered.  From  that 
time  until  the  adoption  of  the  common-school  system 
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many  taught  school  who  had  no  qualifications  what- 
ever to  recommend  them. 

Eilen  Thai  Schuhl  (Owl  Valley  School).— Prob- 
ably the  third  school  in  the  township  was  the  Eilen  Thai 
School.  About  the  year  1780  a  movement  was  set  on 
foot  to  erect  a  church  and  a  school-house  in  the  western 
part  of  the  township,  about  three-fourths  of  a  mile 
southeast  of  the  present  village  of  Steins  Corner,  in 
Lynn.  The  next  year  six  acres  of  land  were  bought 
from  George  Grim  by  the  Reformed  and  Lutheran  con- 
gregations for  the  purpose  of  building  thereon  a  church 
and  a  school-house.  The  school-house  was  built,  but 
the  church  was  not.  Preparations  had  been  made  for 
building,  and  the  stones  had  been  hauled  there,  when 
the  project  was  abandoned.  The  school-house  stood 
upon  a  hill.  It  was  built  of  heavy  logs,  and  provided 
with  a  large  stove,  into  which  quite  large  logs  could 
be  put. 

Of  the  school  we  know  but  little,  though  it  was  kept 
up  about  forty  years.  The  only  teacher  of  whom  we 
have  any  knowledge  was  a  Mr.  Widch,  who  taught 
there  about  the  year  1810.  About  the  year  1820,  the 
building  having  become  old  and  dilapidated,  and  a 
road  having  been  laid  out  through  the  valley,  an  ad- 
joining tract  of  land  was  bought  from  John  Grim,  and 
a  new  school-house  was  erected  in  the  valley,  a  short 
distance  from  the  site  of  the  old  one.  This  was  also 
a  wooden  building,  built  of  chestnut  logs  given  by  one 
Nathstein.  It  was  a  double  building,  one  part  for 
German  school  'and  the  other  part  for  an  English 
school,  or  a  dwelling  for  the  teacher.  Here  the  school 
was  kept  up  until  some  time  after  the  common  schools 
had  been  organized. 

When  the  township  was  divided  into  school  districts 
and  school-houses  built  by  the  township,  this  school 
was  discontinued,  being  succeeded  by  the  Grim's  and 
Gackenbach's  schools.  Among  the  teachers  who 
taught  in  this  second  school-house  may  be  mentioned 
George  Heyneman,  who  taught  English  school.  Ring, 
Wenzel,  Everitt,  Joe  Pike,  David  Stettler,  and  others. 
When  the  school  was  discontinued,  the  land  was  sold 
and  the  money  divided  among  the  adjoining  churches. 
An  amusing  anecdote  is  related  of  one  of  the  early 
teachers  at  this  last  school-house.  It  seems  he  had  a 
particular  place  at  which  he  always  sat,  near  which 
there  was  a  hole  in  the  wall.  Now  the  pupils,  who  were 
nearly  all  large  boys,  conceived  the  idea  of  having 
some  fun  at  the  expense  of  the  teacher.  So  every  day 
one  of  them  would  go  out,  get  a  pole,  thrust  one  end 
through  the  hole  and  poke  the  teacher's  ribs.  He 
would  then  jump  up,  seize  his  hickory,  and  run  out, 
but  by  the  time  he  reached  the  outside  the  mis- 
creant would  have  disappeared  in  the  woods.  This 
continued  for  a  long  time,  but  at  last  the  teacher  suc- 
ceeded in  catching  one  of  them,  and  gave  him  such 
a  thrashing  as  struck  terror  into  the  rest. 

Moyer's  School.— This  was  the  fourth  school  in 
the  township.  The  first  school-house  stood  at  a  cor- 
ner of  a  field  on  the  farm  of  Nicholas  Moyer,  now 
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occupied  by  Benjamin  Fries,  near  Willow  Creek. 
The  district  must  have  been  organized  and  the  school- 
house  built  before  the  year  1800.  The  school-house 
was  built  of  logs.  The  school  was  kept  up  until  the 
year  1830  or  1832,  when  the  building,  being  old  and 
dilapidated,  fell  into  disuse.  The  teachers  who 
taught  here,  as  far  as  we  know,  were  Dornecker, 
Lauhenstein,  and  Conrad  Dower,  all  Germans. 

From  here  the  school  was  removed  to  an  old  house 
on  the  farm  of  Jonathan  Schumacher,  now  occupied 
and  owned  by  Nathan  Mohr,  about  a  quarter  of  a 
mile  north  of  the  present  village  of  Seipstown,  where 
it  was  kept  up  for  about  seven  years,  the  principal 
teacher  being  Conrad  Dower. 

In  the  year  1839  the  district  was  reorganized,  and  a 
new  school-house,  known  as  the  "  schuhl-haus  am 
Schmidt-schap"  ("school-house  at  the  blacksmith- 
shop"),  was  built  on  the  land  of  Jonathan  Wieand, 
now  owned  by  David  Smith,  Jr.,  near  Heberly's 
blacksmith-shop. 

Here  the  school  was  kept  up  until  the  spring  of  the 
year  1851.  The  teachers  who  taught  here  were  John 
Hossy,  Geiger,  Berndt,  Henry,  Miihlhaus,  Charles 
Ziegler,  Frank  Haines  (two  terms),  and  Detvveiler. 
The  two  last  named  taught  common  schools. 

When  the  common  school-houses  were  built  in  the 
summer  of  the  year  1852  this  school  was  again  re- 
moved to  near  its  old  site,  a  school-house  being  built 
on  the  land  of  Daniel  Moyer,  at  the  cross-roads,  above 
Bittner's  mill,  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the 
original  site.  Among  the  teachers  who  have  taught 
here  may  be  mentioned  Henry  Quier,  Frank  Herber, 
Joel  Bittner,  Franklin  J.  Schumacher,  Ealph  P.  Sow- 
den,  Solomon  F.  Rupp,  O.  D.  Quier,  Benedict  P. 
Weiss,  Daniel  W.  Benedict,  Menno  Heffner,  Wallace 
Zimmerman,  Isaac  Haines,  Franklin  Stettler. 

These  district  schools  were  under  the  management 
of  a  committee  of  trustees  elected  by  the  patrons  of 
each  district.  They  employed  the  teachers,  who  re- 
ceived from  two  to  three  cents  for  every  child  present 
per  day,  which  amount  the  teachers  had  to  collect 
themselves. 

The  teachers  mostly  boarded  around.  The  German 
language  was  mostly  taught,  though  the  English  lan- 
guage was  introduced  much  earlier  into  these  private 
district  schools  than  into  the  church  schools.  The 
furniture  of  these  schools  was  of  the  rudest  kind. 
There  were  no  desks,  but  a  row  of  tables,  like  a  huck- 
ster's stand,  the  whole  length  of  the  school-room. 

School  at  "Weiss's.— This  school-house  stood  on 
the  premises  of  Henry  Weiss,  now  known  as  Weiss's 
tannery.  The  district  was  organized  and  the  school- 
house  was  built  probably  some  time  between  the  years 
1822  and  1825.  The  school  was  kept  up  at  this  place 
until  the  common  schools  had  been  in  operation  for 
several  years,  when  it  was  succeeded  by  the  Buck's 
school.  The  teachers  at  this  place  were  Elanius 
Kramlich,  Amandas  Stettler,  David  Stettler,  and 
others. 


Smithville  School. — This  school  had  its  origin 
about  the  year  1819,  when  a  school  was  opened  in  the 
dwelling-house  of  Mr.  Burtz,  on  what  is  now  known 
as  the  Stine  farm,  owned  by  Mr.  Ziegler,  about  one- 
half  mile  northwest  from  Heynemansville.  The  teach- 
ers at  this  place  were  Ferdinand  Bergenmeyer,  Peter 
Maurer,  Samuel  Wagner,  and  others.  After  some  time 
this  school  was  removed  to  the  Maurer  farm,  where 
Nathan  Moser  was  the  principal  teacher. 

About  the  year  1848  or  1844  a  school-house  was 
built  on  land  then  owned  by  Jonas  Metzger,  now 
owned  by  Charles  Donner,  below  where  Fritz's  store 
now  is,  by  Gedion  Barner,  John  Helffrich,  George 
Danner,  George  Eisenhard,  Jacob  Werly,  Jonas 
Metzger,  Benjamin  Grim,  and  others.  The  teachers 
here  were  Samuel  Eisenhard,  W.  A.  Fenckner  (the 
chocolate  man),  Philip  Belling,  William  Stettler,  and 
others.  When  the  common-school  houses  were  built 
this  school  was  again  removed,  a  school-house  being 
built  at  the  road  between  the  present  village  of  New 
Smithville  and  the  Barner's  farms,  and  known  at  first 
as  the  Metzger's,  then  as  Barner's,  and  now  as  New 
Smithville  Schools.  Among  the  teachers  were  Phaon 
Baer, Lichty,  Samuel  W.  Hacock,  etc. 

Acker's  School. — Some  time  after  the  year  1800  a 
school  was  opened  on  the  farm  of  Michael  Acker,  now 
owned  by  Benjamin  Grim.  This  school  was  kept  up, 
with  perhaps  slight  intermissions,  until  near  the  time 
when  the  common  schools  came  into  operation,  when 
it  was  succeeded  by  the  Apple's  school.     Some  of  the 

teachers  at  Acker's  were  Daniel  Helffrich, Schrei- 

ber,  and  Fredericka  Kengle.  Among  those  at  Apple's 
may  be  mentioned  William  Rupp,  Franklin  Acker, 

Amandas  Knerr,  Cyrus  Rhodes, Heilman,  and 

others. 

Seiberliiig''s  School. — About  the  year  1834  a  school 
was  opened  in  the  village  of  Mount  Pleasant  (now 
known  as  Seiberlingsville),  and  was  kept  up,  with 
perhaps  slight  intermissions,  until  after  the  common 
schools  had  been  in  operation  for  several  terms,  when 
it  was  succeeded  by  the  present  Seiberlingsville  school. 
Probably  the  first  teacher  was  Andreas  Ring,  who  was 
followed  by  several  English  teachers  from  Bucks 
County,  Ellas  Keiper  (of  Allentown),  Joe  Pike,  and 
others.  Among  the  teachers  who  taught  common 
school  here  were  Charles  Leiser,  Lavinius  Holben, 
EmmaSeiberling,  and  others.  Gottlieb  Souders  often 
taught  summer  school  here. 

Centre  School, — Centre  School  was  started  about 
the  year  1830  in  an  old  house  on  the  premises 
of  John  Bleiler,  tanner.  The  building  was  an  old 
dwelling-house  that  had  become  too  dilapidated  to  be 
rented.  The  first  two  years  the  school  was  taught  by 
Wilhelm  Schreiber,  a  German.  Then  came  Samuel 
Wagner.  In  1834,  the  building  having  become  too 
poor,  the  school  was  removed  to  another  old  house  on 
the  premises  of  Rev.  John  Helffrich.  Here  the  school 
was  kept  up  two  years.  The  teacher  was  Orlanso 
Knapp,  an  Englishman.    In  1836  the  school  was  again 


472 


HISTORY  OP  LEHIGH   COUNTY,  PENNSYLVANIA. 


removed,  this  time  to  an  old  hatmaker's  shop  on  the 
premises  of  Jonathan  Xander,  where  it  was  kept  up 
two  years,  the  teacher  being  Amandas  Stettler.  But 
the  shop  becoming  too  small,  the  school  was  moved 
to  an  old  house  at  Holben's  (now  Frank  Knerr's),  Mr. 
Stettler  continuing  as  teacher.  During  these  ten 
years  the  furniture  of  the  school  consisted  of  the 
rudest  kind.  The  teachers  received  a  certain  amount 
per  day  for  each  pupil,  and  most  of  them  boarded 
around. 

About  the  year  1840  a  school  district  was  organized 
by  Henry  Kramlich,  Benjamin  Bear,  Andrew  Hart- 
man,  Joseph  Bear,  Christian  Kramlich,  Benjamin 
Zimmerman,  and  others.  Andrew  Hartman  gave  the 
land,  and  Benjamin  Bear  and  Christian  Kramlich  were 
the  builders.  The  school-house  thus  built  was  a  stone 
structure,  about  three-fourths  of  a  mile  northeast  of 
Heynemansville,  on  the  road  to  Lyon  Valley,  and  re- 
ceived the  name  Centre  School-House.  It  continued 
to  be  used  for  a  period  of  thirty-three  years,  until  the 
Seipstown  school-house  was  built,  in  1873,  when  the 
Centre  school  was  discontinued. 

The  teachers  who  taught  at  Centre  were  William 
Wittemeyer  (a  German),  William  Tippe  Cramer  (an 
Englishman,  from  Philadelphia),  Frank  Haines, 
Amandas  Stettler,  David  Stettler,  Elanius  Kramlich, 
and  several  others  prior  to  the  adoption  of  the  common 
schools  in  1849.  After  the  adoption  of  the  common 
schools,  Mr.  Gottlieb  Souders,  an  educated  man  from 
Germany,  taught  here  for  many  years,  and  the  school 
had  a  very  high  standing.  Franklin  Bender  and  some 
others  also  taught  here.  O.  D.  Quier  was  the  last 
teacher.  During  the  time  of  the  Township  Institute  it 
was  mostly  held  here.  A  debating  society  also  held  its 
meetings  here  during  the  winter  of  1872  and  1873. 
The  house  has  since  been  torn  down,  and  not  a  ves- 
tige of  it  now  remains  to  mark  the  spot. 

Private  Schools. — Besides  the  district  and  church 
schools,  there  were  also  a  number  of  private  schools 
at  different  periods  in  different  parts  of  the  township. 
Sometimes  it  happened  that  men  of  means  had  a 
large  family  of  children,  whom  they  wished  to  edu- 
cate better  than  was  usual,  so  they  fixed  up  a  room 
and  got  a  teacher,  and  had  school  in  their  houses  for 
their  own  and  their  neighbors'  children.  Among 
these  were  the  first  English  schools.  Sometimes,  also, 
it  happened  that  persons  of  some  education  got  out 
of  employment,  and,  finding  a  room  at  a  suitable  place, 
opened  a  school.  Thus,  about  the  year  1825  or  1826, 
Mr.  Jesse  Grim  fixed  up  a  room  on  his  spring-house, 
got  teachers  from  abroad,  and  had  English  school 
kept  for  a  period  of  about  ten  years.  Killian  Leiby, 
Jr.,  also  taught  English  school  in  his  house  some  time 
after  the  year  1800.  This  man  was  a  sort  of  "  Jack 
at  all  trades."  He  cultivated  a  small  farm,  was  some- 
thing of  a  horse-doctor,  taught  music,  and  is  said  to 
have  been  an  expert  player  on  the  violin.  He  was 
also  a  nail-maker,  having  made  all  the  nails  used 
in  building  the  second  Ziegel  Church.     In  his  later 


years  he  was  known  to  go  around  casting  tin  spoons. 
At  the  time  when  he  taught  school  he  lived  where 
George  Kuhns  now  lives.  Nathan  Moser  also  taught 
school  of  this  kind  some  time  about  the  year  1830,  in 
a  small  shop  at  his  home,  on  lands  now  owned  by 
Aaron  Stettler,  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  south  by 
east  of  Claussville. 

Henry  Busse,  the  veteran  teacher  at  the  Weissen- 
berg  Church,  taught  school  at  one  time  at  Feldi 
Werly's,  in  the  kitchen.  At  Dewald  Werly's  there 
was  school  for  several  terms  in  the  garret  of  an  old 
distillery. 

Some  seventy  years  ago,  one  Martin  Brechall,  a 
Hessian,  taught  school  at  John  Nicholas  Werly's, 
in  the  kitchen.  Here  the  bustle  of  the  school-room 
mingled  with  the  hum  of  the  busy  housewife's  spin- 
ning-wheel. He  seems  to  have  been  an  expert  with 
the  rod  and  pen.  He  wielded  the  former  with  an 
iron  hand.  His  pupils  were  mostly  grown-up  boys 
with  some  grown-up  girls.  They  sat  on  both  sides  of 
a  table,  ranged  through  the  middle  of  the  kitchen, 
while  he  sat  behind,  with  his  back  to  the  pupils  and 
his  face  towards  the  wall.  Yet  whenever  a  pupil  did 
the  slightest  mischief  he  was  sure  to  be  detected  and 
punished  without  mercy.  Occasionally  some  young 
sharper  would  think,  "  Well,  now,  he  won't  see  me," 
and  begin  to  make  fun.  The  next  moment  "  whack" 
came  the  hickory.  For  a  long  time  the  pupils  could 
not-  see  how  he  detected  them  so  soon,  but  at  last  they 
found  out  that  while  he  sat  with  his  back  turned  to- 
wards them,  he  was  looking  at  a  mirror  which  reflected 
the  whole  room.  He  was  an  excellent  German  pen- 
man, and  many  of  his  pupils  attended  school  merely 
for  the  purpose  of  learning  to  write.  When  he  was 
not  teaching  he  went  around  filling  out  baptismal 
certificates. 

Kupp's  School.— This  district  is  in  the  eastern 
corner  of  the  township.  The  school-house  stands  on 
a  hill  once  wholly  overgrown  with  chestnut  woods, 
but  now  mostly  cleared.  For  a  long  time  this  district 
had  no  school.  That  part  west  of  the  school-house 
belonged  to  the  Moyer's  district,  while  that  part  lying 
east  of  it  belonged  to  a  district  of  which  the  school- 
house  stood  in  Macungie,  on  the  hill,  above  Fogels- 
ville,  at  the  public  road  leading  from  that  place  to 
Seipstown.  The  school-house  above  Fogelsville  must 
have  been  built  a  considerable  time  before  the  year 
1800,  for  persons  who  attended  the  school  there  be- 
tween the  years  1810  and  1820  say  that  it  was  an  old 
building  then.  It  had  two  rooms  and  a  cellar,  and 
served  also  as  a  dwelling  for  the  teacher  at  various 
times.  When  this  school  was  removed  to  Fogelsville, 
this  part  of  Weissenberg  had  no  school  until  Nathan 
Moser  opened  his  private  school  about  1830.  This 
was  not  continued  longer  than  a  few  years.  While 
the  Moyer's  school  was  at  Schumacher's,  the  children 
of  this  district  attended  there.  About  the  year  1839 
a  school  was  opened  in  an  old  house  on  the  farm  of 
Samuel  Heffner,  the  teacher  of  which  was  Joe  Pike. 
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A  few  years  later  it  was  removed  to  an  old  building 
on  the  farm  of  Jonas  Kern  (now  known  as  the  David 
Peter's  farm),  about  three-eighths  of  a  mile  south  of 
the  present  school-house.  This  building  was  one  that 
had  been  used  as  a  distillery.  The  school  room  had 
no  desks,  but  some  old  tables  and  a  carpenter's  bench, 
at  which  the  pupils  sat.  Here  the  school  was  kept  up 
until  the  spring  of  1852. 

The  principal  teacher  before  the  common  schools 
was  John  Hossey.  Jonas  Kunkle  taught  common 
school  here  for  two  terms,  and  Levi  Haas  one  term. 
In  the  summer  of  1852  a  new  school-house  was 
erected  by  the  township.  It  was  built  by  David 
Moser,  for  three  hundred  and  seventy  dollars.  It 
was  built  by  the  side  of  the  road,  in  the  middle  of  a 
large  forest,  upon  land  of  Jonas  Kern,  hence  the 
school  was  long  known  as  Kern's  school.  Recently 
it  has  been  called  Eupp's.  It  is  a  stone  structure, 
twenty-six  feet  long  and  twenty-two  feet  wide.  At 
first  the  desks  were  ranged  around  the  wall,  but  they 
have  since  been  changed  several  times.  The  room 
was  originally  very  cold,  and  many  children  have  had 
their  feet  frozen  in  school.  It  was  repaired  some 
eight  or  ten  years  ago  and  made  more  comfortable. 
For  the  first  two  terms  the  school  was  taught  by  Jonas 
Kunkle.  In  the  fall  of  1854  it  was  taken  in  charge 
by  Oliver  Holben,  since  a  professor  in  various  Euro- 
pean and  American  colleges ;  now  engaged  in  a  New 
York  college.  He  boarded  in  the  school-house,  and 
slept  in  the  garret.  He  taught  one  term,  and  was  a 
successful  teacher.  The  school  then  numbered  some 
seventy  pupils.  The  next  teacher  was  Henry  Knerr, 
one  term,  then  again  Jonas  Kunkle  two  terms.  He 
was  a  good  teacher  for  those  times.  Next  followed 
Daniel  Kuhns,  one  term.  He  is  now  a  country  mer- 
/  chant  at  Weidasville. 

In  the  fall  of  1859  the  school  was  placed  in  the 
hands  of  James  Schumacher.  He  was  an  educated 
and  experienced  teacher,  but  rather  too  severe,  and 
often  unreasonable  in  his  punishment  of  pupils,  hence 
he  had  great  difficulties  here.  He  taught  one  term. 
When  the  civil  war  broke  out  he  became  a  soldier, 
and  gave  his  life  as  an  offering  to  his  country.  The 
next  teacher  was  George  Gosman.  He  was  a  gradu- 
ate of  Heidelberg  College,  Tiffin,  Ohio,  and  was  an 
able  teacher,  but  he  soon  fell  into  a  misunderstanding 
with  some  of  his  patrons,  and  had  a  vast  amount  of 
trouble.  When  the  term  was  over  he  went  to  Mary- 
land, thence  back  to  Ohio,  and  afterwards  to  Europe. 
He  spent  a  considerable  time  in  Switzerland,  Italy, 
and  Greece,  serving  as  professor  in  colleges  at  Rome 
and  at  Athens.  He  married  in  Switzerland,  and  re- 
turned to  Tiffin,  Ohio,  where  he  practiced  law  for  some 
time.  When  last  heard  from  by  his  Pennsylvania 
friends  he  was  in  California.  During  the  winter  of 
1861  and  1862  the  school  was  taught  by  David  Y. 
Shaub,  of  Hereford,  Berks  Co.  He  was  a  professional 
teacher,  and  afterwards  became  a  German  Reformed 
minister.    The  next  teacher  was  Eugene  Haberacker,  I 


son  of  Dr.  Haberacker,  of  Fogelsville.  He  taught 
one  term.  He  is  now  a  physician  at  Tyrone,  Pa. 
Next  came  Milton  Bernhard,  of  East  Texas,  one  term. 

In  the  fall  of  1864  the  school  came  in  the  charge  of 
John  Eupp,  now  an  attorney-at-law  at  AUentown. 
He  taught  here  three  terms.  Then  came  Benjamin 
Eupp,  who  taught  two  terms.  The  two  last  were  pro- 
fessional teachers,  and  both  of  them  law  students  at 
the  time.  The  next  teacher  was  Solomon  F.  Eupp, 
one  term.  Then  came  Uriah  Sieger  and  Owen  D. 
Quier,  each  one  term.  In  the  fall  of  1872  the  school 
came  in  charge  of  Henry  F.  Eupp,  by  whom  it  has 
been  taught  the  last  twelve  winters. 

The  Common  Schools. — When  the  common  schools 
were  first  established  in  Pennsylvania  the  people  of 
Weissenberg  were  bitterly  opposed  to  them ;  hence, 
whenever  the  question  came  up  at  the  annual  town- 
ship elections,  the  people  voted  them  down,  though  a 
few  men  like  Joshua  Seiberling  made  strenuous  effisrts 
to  have  the  system  adopted.  But  when  the  law  was 
changed,  so  that  the  minority  in  a  township  could 
accept,  things  took  a  different  course.  In  1849, 
Joshua  Seiberling  drew  up  a  petition  asking  the 
County  Court  to  appoint  a  board  of  school  directors 
for  the  township.  This  petition  was  given  into  the 
hands  of  George  Muse,  who  obtained  some  twenty 
signers  to  it.  It  was  then  presented  to  the  court, 
when  Joshua  Seiberling,  George  Muse,  Paul  Bleiler, 
Frederick  Wallace,  George  S.  Eisenhard,  and  John 
Gehringer  were  appointed  as  a  board  of  school  di- 
rectors. They  organized  a  system  of  public  schools 
for  the  township.  The  first  school  board  was,  how- 
ever, in  power  but  a  short  time,  for  at  the  next  elec- 
tion they  were  all  defeated,  and  an  entirely  new  board 
was  elected. 

The  second  board  consisted  of  Henry  Werly,  Jacob 
Walbert,  Samuel  Heffner,  Daniel  Leiby,  John  Griffee, 
and  Jeremiah  Derr. 

The  present  board  consists  of  Charles  Kramlich, 
Benjamin  Grim,  Daniel  Zimmerman,  Frank  Fritz- 
inger,  Lewis  Bachman,  and  Levi  Herber. 

School-Houses, — During  the  first  two  or  three  years 
the  common  schools  were  held  in  the  old  buildings. 
In  the  year  1852  the  township  was  divided  into  school 
districts,  and,  with  few  exceptions,  new  school-houses 
were  built  during  this  and  the  few  following  years. 
These  buildings  were  stone  structures,  poorly  built  by 
contract,  about  twenty  by  thirty  feet  in  size,  with 
rooms  eight  feet  high,  and  desks  ranged  around  the 
wall.  Some  time  later  an  independent  district,  called 
Grim's,  was  formed  out  of  parts  of  this  and  Macungie 
townships,  also  a  joint  district  with  Lynn.  Here 
larger  and  better  buildings  were  put  up,  made  of 
brick. 

In  1873  the  Seipstown  district  was  formed  out  of 
parts  of  Eupp's  (then  called  Kerns'),  Ziegel's  Church, 
and  Centre.  The  school-house  at  Seipstown  was 
built  by  contract,  by  Peter  Seip.  It  is  built  of  bricks, 
about  twenty-six  by  thirty-two  feet  in  size,  with  room 
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about  eleven  feet  high,  furnished  with  board  desks. 
The  house  is  not  very  durably  built,  and  the  room  is 
cold.  At  the  Weiasenberg  Church  the  school  was  kept 
in  a  room  in  the  dwelling-house  until  1877,  when  a 
new  brick  school-house  was  built.  It  was  built  by 
contract  by  William  Bear,  one  of  the  directors. 

At  Ziegel's  Church  the  school  was  also  kept  in  a 
room  of  the  dwelling-house  until  1878,  when,  a  new 
dwelling-house  having  been  erected  by  the  congre- 
gation, the  old  house  was  repaired,  the  school-room 
was  enlarged,  and  furnished  with  patent  desks.  At 
present  about  half  of  the  school-houses  of  the  town- 
ship are  old  and  dilapidated,  and  unfit  for  use. 

Terms  and  Salary. — When  the  common  schools 
were  first  started  in  this  township  the  term  was  fixed 
at  four  months,  of  twenty-four  days  to  a  month.  The 
salary  paid  to  the  teachers  was  eighteen  dollars  per 
month  in  the  winter  of  1852-53.  From  that  time  it 
rose  until  1860,  when  they  received  twenty-eight  dol- 
lars per  month.  In  the  fall  of  1863  the  term  was  in- 
creased to  five  months,  of  twenty-two  days  each  ;  two 
days  of  each  month  being  granted  to  the  teachers  for 
holding  institutes.  At  the  close  of  the  civil  war  the 
salary  had  risen  to  from  forty  to  forty-five  dollars  per 
month,  according  to  the  grade  of  the  certificate.  This 
was  during  the  times  when  Jonas  Ettinger,  Jacob 
Madtes,  David  Peter,  Solomon  Knerr,  Henry  Ger- 
man, Peter  Seip,  Charles  Ziegler,  and  others  formed 
the  school  boards. 

During  the  war  this  township  furnished  its  quota  of 
soldiers  by  way  of  substitutes  raised  by  the  school 
board.  These  cost  an  immense  amount  of  money, 
which  had  to  be  raised  by  means  of  taxes,  called 
bounty  taxes,  levied  and  collected  by  the  school 
board.  For  this  the  directors  were  blamed,  though 
unjustly,  and  other  men  elected  in  their  places;  con- 
sequently the  school  suffered.  The  salary  was  de- 
creased, the  term  diminished,  and  the  institute 
stopped.  After  several  years  had  elapsed  the  term 
was  restored,  the  salary  again  increased,  and  through 
the  efforts  of  some  of  the  teachers  the  institute  again 
started.  Then  the  schools  again  flourished.  At  the 
beginning  of  the  great  panic  the  salary  was  thirty- 
eight  dollars  per  month  for  the  professionals.  In 
1880  it  had  dwindled  down  to  twenty-four  dollars  per 
month  all  through,  and  the  institute  had  died  out. 
The  past  winter  the  salary  was  twenty-nine  dollars 
per  month. 

Teachers  and  Progress.— Before  the  common 
schools  were  organized  the  teachers  were  mostly  Ger- 
mans, and  the  schools  nearly  all  conducted  in  German, 
but  with  the  advent  of  the  common  schools  came  the 
English  language.  At  first  it  was  taught  in  its  ele- 
ments, that  is,  in  a  small  way,  but  gradually  it  ob- 
tained a  firm  hold  and  crowded  the  German  out.  Be- 
fore the  common  schools  the  schools  were  few,  and 
many  children  received  only  a  few  months'  schooling 
in  all  their  lives.  The  common-school  system  made 
schools  more  numerous,  and   brought  the  children 


into  the  schools.  For  when  a  person  had  to  pay  taxes 
he  wanted  to  have  the  value  of  his  money.  The 
teachers  at  first  were  no  better  qualified  than  before. 
Several  amusing  anecdotes  will  illustrate  this.  It  is 
said  that  the  first  county  superintendent  for  Lehigh 
once  examined  an  applicant  for  a  school,  a  German, 
in  a  neighboring  township.  It  was  in  arithmetic. 
First  he  gave  him  a  problem  in  addition,  then  in 
subtraction  ;  these  he  solved,  but  when  it  came  to 
multiplication,  there  he  stuck.     The  superintendent 

asked,  "Mr.  ,  did  you  never  study  this?"     The 

teacher  replied,  "  Das  addiren  und  das  subtrahendire 
das  babe  ich  gelernt,  aber  das  multiplicire  und  das 
diffidiren  babe  ich  noch  nie  gekant," — ("Addition 
and  subtraction  I  learned,  but  multiplication  and  di- 
vision I  never  knew").  Another  one,  on  being  asked, 
"  Herr  M ,  was  wissen  sie  von  Grammar  ?"  re- 
plied, "  Ich  hab  mein  lebtag  nie  gekramert," — ("  Mr. 

M ,  what  do  you  know  of  grammar?"     "I  never 

was  a  pedlar  in  my  life"). 

Soon,  however,  young  men  began  to  go  to  semina- 
ries, academies,  and  later  to  normal  schools,  to  pre- 
pare for  teaching.  Then  the  schools  improved. 
The  introduction  of  the  English  language  into  the 
schools  was  soon  followed  by  the  introduction  of  ge- 
ography and  grammar  in  some  schools  as  early  as 
1852.  The  children  studying  geography  and  gram- 
mar were,  however,  the  exception,  not  the  rule,  as 
late  as  1860.  About  that  time  mental  arithmetic  was 
introduced,  followed  ten  years  later  by  history.  The 
teaching  of  grammar  was  not  a  very  great  success  in 
most  of  the  schools  until  the  introduction  of  "  Read  & 
Kellog's  Grammar,''  about  eight  years  ago.  Eecently, 
also,  algebra,  book-keeping,  and  human  physiology 
have  been  introduced  into  some  of  the  more  advanced 
schools.  In  some  of  the  schools  occasionally  some 
children  studied  German  exclusively,  as  late  as  1870. 
In  many  of  the  schools  the  children  still  learn  to 
read  German,  while  from  others  the  German  has  been 
banished  entirely.  The  Sunday-schools  and  churches 
are  still  German  ;  but  the  children,  nearly  all  of  whom 
learn  to  talk  English,  are  beginning  to  understand 
less  of  the  High  German  than  of  the  English,  because 
they  learn  everything  in  school  in  English,  and  talk 
the  Pennsylvania  German,  which  is  a  mixture  of  the 
two,  into  which  they  bring  more  English  words  every 
year. 

The  two  things  which  hinder  the  progress  of  the 
schools  are  irregularity  of  attendance,  caused  by  in- 
difference of  parents,  and  low  salary  to  teachers,  which 
annually  forces  some  of  the  best  teachers  into  other 
employments,  thus  making  teaching  only  a  stepping- 
stone  to  something  else. 

Other  Educational  Institutions,  —  At  every 
church,  and  at  some  of  the  school-houses,  there  are 
kept  up  Sunday-schools,  which  serve  to  prepare  the 
children  to  become  members  of  the  church.  There 
also  have  been  at  different  times  and  places  debating 
societies  in  the  township. 
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About  seven  years  ago  the  teachers  of  the  township 
started  up  a  township  library,  intending  to  make  it  a 
permanent  institution,  but  not  being  properly  sup- 
ported, it  collapsed  after  an  existence  of  about  four 
years.  At  present  there  are  eleven  and  one-half 
school  districts  in  the  township,  of  which  the  follow- 
ing is  a  list,  together  with  the  teachers  and  the  num- 
ber of  pupils  enrolled  during  the  last  term : 

District  and  Teacher.  Number 

euroUed. 

Kupp's,  Henry  F.  Rupp 37 

Seipstown,  Solomon  F.  Rupp 40 

Meyer's,  Peter  F.  Bear ."""  44 

Ziegel's  Church,  John  Kaiser 44 

Apple's,  Cyrus  Held .'...'  38 

Smithville,  Samuel  W.  Haconk 26 

Seiberling's,  D.  W.  Benedict 39 

Grim's,  Penrose  Grim 

Gackenback's.  Benedict  P.Weiss  22 

Buck's,  Joel  H.  Bittner 27 

Weissenberg  Church,  Amandas  Holben 

Miller's  (joint  with  Lynn),  Henry  Kistler 

Grim's  Independent  (mostly  in  Macungie),  Mr.  Fiey 

Justices  of  the  Peace.— Prior  to  1840  the  justices 
having  jurisdiction  over  this  territory  were  elected  by 
districts,  and  their  names  will  be  found  in  the  civil  list 
of  the  general  history. 


Coma 

issioned. 

Commieaioned. 

Jonas  Sieberling.  ...April 

14,  1840 

Joshua  Sieberling 

.April    30,  1861 

Geo.  S.  Eisenbart...      " 

14, 1840 

Francis  Weiss 

.      "        11,  1865 

John  W.  Helffrich.      " 

11,184.^ 

Joshua  Sieberling. 

17, 1866 

Joshua  Sieberling..      " 

15,  1845 

Francis  Weisa 

8,  1870 

Fred.  A.  Wallace...      " 

11, 1848 

Jacob  Lichty 

9,  1872 

Francis  Weiss " 

9, 1850 

Francis  Weiss 

.March  13,  1875 

John  H.  Heim-ich...      " 

IS,  1851 

Sanil.  W.  Hacock. 

.      "       21, 1876 

Francis  Weiss " 

10,18.55 

Jacob  Lichty 

.      "      19,  1877 

Henry  P.  Grim '* 

13, 1858 

Saml.  W.  Hacock. 

.April      9,  1881 

Jbrancis  Weiss " 

10,  1860 

Francis  Weiss 

.March  30,  1882 

Graveyards. — There  is  a  graveyard  on  the  land  of 
Jesse  Grim,  in  Weissenberg  township,  which  was 
started  in  1801.  The  first  persons  buried  there  were 
Daniel  and  Catharine  Grim,  who  died  only  eight 
days  apart.  There  are  not  many  persons  buried 
there.  This  is  the  only  graveyard  in  the  township, 
except  those  at  the  churches.  In  the  earlier  times  per- 
sons were  buried  on  their  own  farms,  but  the  places 
were  not  fenced  as  graveyards,  and  are  generally  not 
known  at  the  present;  and  those  which  are  known 
are  farmed  as  any  other  land.  There  are  also  places 
visible  in  some  parts  which  are  said  to  be  Indian 
graves,  particularly  upon  the  lands  of  Jesse  Grim. 

Manilfactories— Mills.— Grim's  grist-  and  saw- 
mills are  situated  at  New  Smithville,  on  Silver  Creek, 
on  a  tract  of  land  surveyed  Aug.  12,  1783,  for  John 
Gackenbach,  Sr.,  who  built  a  log  grist-mill  and  saw- 
mill on  it,  and  sold  it,  July  21, 1794,  to  John  Gacken- 
bach, Jr.  Several  years  later  (1797)  he  sold  it  to 
Abraham  Smith,  who  had  it  till  1808,  when  he  sold 
it  to  Gedion  Grim,  grandfather  of  the  present  owners. 
Gedion  Grim  built  a  stone  dwelling-house  there  in 
1810,  and  a  stone  mill  in  1817,  both  of  which  are  still 
standing.  From  Gedion  Grim  the  property  passed  to 
his  son,  Benjamin,  from  whom  his  sons,  Jonathan, 
Gedion,  and  Willoughby,  obtained  it.  The  mill  is 
still  ill  a  good  condition  considering  that  it  has  been 
built  over  sixty  years  ago.  It  has  a  good  water- 
power,  being  run  by  water  all  the  year  round.     It  has 


a  good  run  of  business.  Being  active  and  energetic 
business  men  they  have  built  up  a  good  reputation, 
and  are  well  patronized  by  the  community,  which 
they  faithfully  serve. 

Kline's  mill  is  situated  on  Schaeffer's  Run,  in  the 
southern  part  of  the  township.  About  the  year  1770, 
Peter  Kline  bought  the  property  from  Mr.  Kleinert, 
and  soon  afterwards  erected  a  log  grist-mill.  A  few 
years  later  the  mill  caught  fire  and  burned  down,  and 
a  second  one  was  erected  (also  built  of  logs),  which 
stood  until  the  year  1875,  when  a  large  frame  mill 
was  built.  The  present  mill  is  conveniently  arranged, 
and  has  both  water-  and  steam-power.  Peter  Kline 
gave  the  property  to  his  son,  Lorentz,  about  the  year 
1800.  Lorentz  Kline  having  no  children,  gave  the 
property  to  his  nephew,  Charles  Kline.  Charles 
Kline,  several  years  ago,  divided  his  property  be- 
\  tween  his  children,  and  gave  the  mill  to  his  son, 
[  William.  Eighty  years  ago  the  water-power  was 
much  greater  than  now. 

Holben's  mill  is  situated  on  Willow  Run,  near  the 
central  part  of  the  township.  This  is  a  very  old  mill 
site.  The  mill  is  supposed  to  have  been  built  by 
Joseph  Siegfried.  The  first  mill  was  built  of  logs, 
and  stood  till  about  forty  years  ago,  when  a  new  one 
was  built,  which  is  also  built  of  logs.  About  eighty 
years  ago  a  dwelling-house  was  built  adjoining  the 
mill,  which  is  still  standing.  The  mill  is  run  only 
by  water-power.  It  had  many  owners.  Its  present 
owner  and  occupant  is  Jefferson  Holben. 

Greenawald's  mill  is  situated  on  Sweitzer  Creek,  in 
the  western  part  of  the  township.  There  is  a  grist- 
and  saw-mill  here,  both  of  which  were  built  by  Jacob 
Greenawald  about  one  hundred  years  ago.  The  second 
mill  is  there  now ;  it  is  built  of  logs.  The  first  was  also 
built  of  logs.  The  mill  is  run  by  water-power.  Its 
present  owner  is  Edwin  Greenawald. 

Bittner's  mill  is  situated  on  Lyon  Creek,  in  the 
eastern  part  of  the  township.  It  is  at  present  owned 
by  Willoughby  Bittner.  The  first  mill  had  been  built 
there  about  one  hundred  years  ago.  It  was  used  for 
making  linseed-oil,  afterwards,  also,  for  making  chop 
and  cleaning  clover-seed.  In  1881  a  new  mill  was 
built  there,  which  is  used  only  for  milling.  Flour  and 
chop  is  made. 

Schuler's  mill,  on  Spring  Creek,  in  the  southern  part 
of  the  township,  was  a  mill  that  was  used  at  one  time 
for  chopping,  and  also  for  cleaning  clover-seed.  There 
was  also  a  saw-mill  there.  The  mill  was  built  by  a 
man  named  Knouse  about  1770.  It  has  not  been  used 
for  the  last  twenty  years. 

Bear's  saw-mill  is  on  Lyon  Creek,  in  the  eastern  part 
of  the  township.  There  has  been  a  saw-mill  there 
for  a  hundred  years.  The  first  one  was  probably 
built  by  Valentine  or  Paul  Kramlich.  The  property 
is  now  owned  by  Solomon  Bear,  and  managed  by  his 
sons, — Frank,  James,  and  Phaon. 

Tanneries, — There  is  at  present  but  one  tannery  in 
the  township,  viz.,  at  Joseph  Weiss'.     It  is  owned 
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and  managed  by  Joseph  Weiss.  It  was  started  about 
thirty  years  ago. 

At  one  time  there  were  also  tanneries  at  Heffner's, 
Bleiler's,  Balliet's,  and  Greenawald's.  All  of  which 
had  been  started  about  1810  or  1815,  except  Greena- 
wald's, which  was  somewhat  earlier.  They  have  been 
discontinued  from  fifteen  to  thirty  years  ago. 

Distilleries. — There  are  seven  distilleries  in  Weis- 
senberg  township,  viz. :  one  at  Jones  Bittner's,  one  at 
Levi  Werly's,  one  at  Benro  Werly's,  one  at  Edwin 
Greenawald's,  one  at  Jacob  Holben's,  one  at  Levi 
Weida's,  and  one  at  Fenstermacher's.  They  are  used 
for  distilling  apple-jack.  Perhaps  there  are  several 
others  that  could  be  repaired  with  little  costs  so  as  to 
be  in  condition  for  use,  but  the  above  named  are  the 
only  ones  that  are  now  or  have  been  lately  used  for 
the  making  of  apple-jack.  None  of  them  are  used 
for  distilling  grain.  There  was  a  time  when  there 
were  perhaps  more  than  fifty  in  operation.  They 
were  most  numerous  from  1800  to  1825.  Among  the 
old  distilleries  that  were  once  used,  but  now  torn  down 
or  discontinued,  we  might  mention  those  on  lands 
now  owned  by  Silas  Kershner,  Levi  Knerr,  Schuler 
&  Hausman,  Eupp's  estate,  Nathan  Mohr,  Jones 
Diehl,  Samuel  Heffner,  John  Bleiler,  Solomon  Bear, 
William  Gebhard,  Jesse  Grim,  Solomon  Grim,  Dan- 
iel Gehringer,  Solomon  Knerr,  estate  of  the  late  Paul 
Bleiler,  Joseph  and  Reuben  Holben,  and  many  more. 
Those  at  Jesse  Grim's  and  Daniel  Gehringer's  were 
used  for  distilling  grain,  and  did  an  extensive  business 
in  their  day.  Sixty  years  ago  apples  were  very  plenty 
in  this  region,  and  much  apple-jack  was  made.  But 
for  a  time  people  neglected  the  planting  of  apple-trees. 
The  old  trees  wore  out,  apples  became  scarcer  every 
year,  and  one  after  another  the  distilleries  were  torn 
down,  so  that  now  only  a  few  remain.  Thus,  what 
was  at  one  time  a  large  and  lucrative  business  in  this 
township  fell,  so  that  it  is  now  hardly  worth  taking 
into  consideration.  At  present  people  are  again  set- 
ting out  trees,  and  orchards  become  more  numerous, 
but  distilling  whiskey  will  hardly  ever  again  reach 
the  extent  that  prevailed  from  sixty  to  seventy  years 
ago. 

Chocolate  -  Factory.  —  A  chocolate  -  factory  was 
started  on  the  property  now  owned  by  William 
Schmale  (then  Rev.  John  HelfFrich's)  about  the  year 
1840  by  W.  A.  Fenckner.  He  manufactured  choco- 
late at  Helfirich's  for  several  years,  and  then  removed 
to  David  Metzger's,  where  he  continued  the  business 
for  two  years  longer,  and  then  closed  out  and  went  to 
other  parts.  The  chocolate-beans  were  not  raised 
here,  but  had  to  be  brought  from  other  parts.  The 
biisiness  was  probably  a  paying  one. 

Villages,  Stores,  and  Hotels— Seipstown.— This, 
the  principal  village  of  Weissonberg,  is  situated  on  an 
eminence  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  township,  on  the 
road  leading  from  Allentown  to  Hamburg.  It  is  a 
pleasant  little  village,  containing  a  store,  a  tavern,  a 
post-office,  a  church,  a  school-house,  a  carriage-shop. 


blacksmith  shop,  and  about  twenty  dwelling-houses. 
The  village  was  founded  by  John  Seip,  whose  grand- 
father, Melchior  Seip,  came  from  Wiirtemberg  be- 
tween the  years  1733  and  1747  and  settled  in  the  eastern 
part  of  what  is  now  Weissenberg  township.  John  Seip, 
the  founder  of  Seipstown,  bought  the  property  that  is 
now  Seipstown  from  Henry  Mohr  in  the  latter  part  of 
the  year  1819,  and  moved  there  in  the  spring  of  1820. 
At  that  time  there  was  only  an  old  log  house  standing 
on  the  south  side  of  the  road  at  what  is  now  the  central 
part  of  the  village.  About  five  years  later  he  com- 
menced keeping  a  temperance  hotel.  About  the  year 
1850  he  obtained  a  license  to  keep  a  tavern,  and  about 
that  time  he  built  several  new  dwelling-houses.  In 
1861  a  store  was  opened  in  the  village  by  Thomas  D. 
Mohr,  and  the  post-office  was  obtained  by  Peter  Seip  in 
the  following  year.  Most  of  the  houses  in  the  village 
have  been  built  within  the  last  twenty  years.  John 
P.  Seip,  a  grandson  of  the  founder  of  the  village,  is 
the  present  owner  of  the  hotel  and  store.  He  keeps 
the  store  himself,  but  the  proprietor  of  the  hotel  is 
Solomon  C.  Brobst,  who  carries  on  also  the  saddlery 
business.  Carriage  manufacturing  is  carried  on  by 
Sechler  &  Brothers,  Peter  Seip  keeps  the  post-office, 
Levi  Smith  is  engaged  in  blacks mithing,  and  Benja- 
min Seip  in  the  wheelwright  business.  The  school- 
house  was  built  in  1873,  and  the  church  (United 
Brethren)  in  1876.  The  village  at  present  has  a 
population  of  eighty-five.  Most  of  the  houses  in  the 
village  are  built  of  wood,  but  a  few  are  brick.  The 
people  belong  mostly  to  the  Reformed  and  Lutheran 
congregations.     A  few  are  United  Brethren. 

Churches— Zion's  TJnited  Brethren  in  Christ.— 
This  church  was  organized  in  1874  by  Rev.  Samuel 
Etter.  The  original  members  of  the  organization 
were  Nathan  Mohr  and  his  wife,  Hannah,  and  his  two 
daughters,  Elmena  C.  and  Mary  S.,  Levi  Stettler  and 
his  wife,  Hannah,  Christian  Seip,  Jones  Walbert  and 
his  wife,  Salome.  The  congregation  was  organized  by 
the  election  of  Levi  Stettler  as  class-leader,  and  Na- 
than Mohr  as  steward.  Nathan  Mohr,  Levi  Stettler, 
and  Jones  Walbert  were  elected  as  trustees.  In  1776 
the  church  was  built ;  the  corner-stone  was  laid  in  July, 
1776,  by  Samuel  Etter  and  Benjamin  Keck,  and  dedi- 
cated in  December  of  the  same  year  by  Hezekiel 
Licht. 

The  succession  of  ministers  has  included  Samuel 
Etter,  Benjamin  Keck,  John  Lowry,  W.  Uhler,  Henry 
Y.  Spaeth,  and  Ephraim  Licht,  the  present  pastor. 

Hynemansville  has  a  fine  location  near  the  central 
part  of  Weissenberg  township,  on  the  road  leading 
from  Fogelsville  to  Lynnville.  It  consists  of  a  store, 
hotel,  a  few  dwelling-houses,  and  a  carriage-shop. 
This  is  the  oldest  village  in  the  township,  dating  back 
to  the  time  of  the  French  and  Indian  war.  About 
1740,  Michael  Bobst  settled  there,  and  soon  afterwards 
commenced  to  keep  a  tavern,  his  place  being  known 
as  Bobst's  Manor  House.  The  Manor  House  and  its 
proprietor  figured  extensively  in  the  early  history  of 
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this  region.  Being  situated  on  the  trail  followed  by 
the  Indians  in  passing  from  the  Lehigh  to  the  Blue 
Mountains,  and  the  same  trail  being  followed  by  the 
earliest  settlers  of  this  region,  it  became,  long  before 
any  public  roads  were  laid  out,  a  highway  of  con- 
siderable use.  When  the  main  road  in  this  region, 
passing  from  the  east  to  the  west,  was  laid  out,  the 
Manor  House,  being  situated  upon  it,  greatly  pros- 
pered, and  its  proprietor,  Mr.  Bobst,  became  widely 
known.  Later  on  he  also  engaged  in  the  mercantile 
business,  and  carried  on  both  hotel  and  store.  About 
the  year  1800  he  sold  out  to  Frederick  Hyneman,  of 
Philadelphia.  Hyneman  then  engaged  for  many 
years  in  the  store  business  at  that  place.  During  the 
time  that  he  kept  the  store  he  rented  the  hotel,  and  it 
had  many  proprietors,  among  them  Knerr',  Dorn- 
blaser,  Schick,  Leiser,  Krasely,  and  othe»s.  In  the 
year  1845,  Dr.  Frederick  A.  Wallace,  of  Easton,  took 
possession  of  the  store,  and  kept  it  till  1850,  when  it 
passed  into  the  hands  of  Elias  Wetherhold,  its  present 
owner.  At  present  the  hotel  is  kept  by  Dr.  H.  A. 
Saylor,  who  also  practices  medicine.  Dr.  Joshua 
Seiberling  is  also  engaged  in  the  practice  of  medicine 
at  the  same  place.  Carriage-manufacturing  is  car- 
ried on  by  Charles  Ihrie.  Hynemansville  has  had  a 
post-office  for  some  time.  Its  present  postmaster  is 
Elias  Wetherhold.  It  is  the  place  where  the  elections 
of  the  township  are  held.  They  have  been  held  here, 
except  a  few  years  when  they  were  held  at  Seiber- 
lingsville,  since  Weissenberg  and  Lynn  became  sepa- 
rate election  districts. 

Seiberlingsville  is  situated  on  the  road  leading 
from  Fogelsville  to  Tamaqua,  about  a  mile  northwest 
from  Hynemansville.  It  consists  of  a  tavern,  post- 
office,  and  a  few  dwelling-houses.  It  has  a  beautiful 
location,  being  situated  on  an  elevated  ridge,  which 
gives  a  fine  view  of  the  surrounding  country.  About 
the  year  1790,  Jacob  Mumi  built  a  log  house  there  in 
the  woods.  Soon  after  his  son,  Jacob,  was  licensed  to 
keep  a  tavern  there,  which  after  several  years  he  sold 
out  to  his  brother,  John  Mumi,  who  kept  the  tavern 
for  two  years,  and  then  sold  the  place  to  Nicholas 
Werly,  who  rented  the  hotel  to  Michael  Billig.  Billig 
was  followed  by  Philip  Linden,  and  after  him  came 
Philip  Bobst,  a  son  of  Michael  Bobst,  who  for  such  a 
long  time  kept  the  Manor  House  at  Hynemansville. 
Bobst  was  followed  by  Peter  Young.  After  Young 
came  Jacob  Derr,  who  kept  the  hotel  in  1815.  Derr 
was  followed  by  George  Acker. 

In  1825  a  store  was  started  here  by  Gerhard  Belo 
and  Frederick  Belo.  They  also  had  at  the  same  time 
a  store  at  Tripoli,  in  Lynn  township.  Frederick 
attended  the  store  at  Mumi's.  They  were  succeeded 
by  David  West,  who  had  both  the  store  and  tavern. 
He  was  there  for  two  years,  when  the  store  was  dis- 
continued, and  the  hotel  passed  into  the  hands  of 
John  Schaller,  who  was  succeeded  by  George  Wagner, 
who  gave  place  to  Joshua  Seiberling,  who  came 
there  in  1836,  and  the  same  year  commenced  store. 


At  the  time  Seiberling  obtained  the  place  it  was 
called  Mount  Pleasant,  but  was  soon  after  changed 
to  Seiberlingsville.  After  Seiberling  came  John  O. 
Neil,  then  Solomon  C.  Brobst,  A.  H.  Peter,  John 
Delp,  and  Jones  Fenstermacher,  who  is  the  present 
landlord. 

The  name  of  the  post-office  is  Seiberlingsville.  The 
postmaster  is  Joshua  Seiberling,  who  has  held  the 
post-office  since  1863,  when  it  was  started.  Dr.  Fred- 
erick C.  Seiberling  was  also  engaged  in  the  practice 
of  medicine  here  for  about  ten  years.  The  elections 
were  held  here  about  thirty-five  years  ago,  but  for 
only  one  year. 

St.  Paul's  Church  stands  in  Seiberlingsville,  in 
Weissenberg  township.  It  is  a  Union  Church,  owned 
by  Lutherans  and  Reformed.  The  foundation  of  the 
church  was  accomplished  in  the  year  1857  by  mem- 
bers of  the  Ziegel,  Weissenberg,  Lowhill,  and  Wes- 
nersville  congregations.  After  organizing  they  pur- 
chased a  piece  of  land  and  built  upon  it  a  church,  of 
which  the  corner-stone  was  laid  on  the  7th  of  June, 
1857.  In  the  following  year  the  church  was  dedi- 
cated. 

The  Reformed  ministers  of  the  congregation  have 
been  the  Rev.  C.  J.  Hermann  and  his  son,  Alfred 
Hermann.  The  Lutheran  ministers  have  been  the 
same  that  have  served  the  Ebenezer,  Jacksonville, 
Jerusalem,  and  St.  Peter's  Churches,  namely,  Owen 
Leopold,  F.  Zuber,  J.  Klein,  and  H.  S.  Fegley.  The 
Reformed  ministers  of  the  congregation  have  been 
William  A.  Helfirich,  E.  J.  Fogel,  and  J.  N.  Bach- 
man. 

The  Lutheran  ministers  have  been  the  Revs.  Owen 
Leopold,  F.  Zuber,  J.  Klein,  and  H.  S.  Fegley. 

New  Smithville  Is  situated  on  Silver  Creek,  in  the 
southwestern  part  of  the  township.  It  consists  of  a 
store,  a  tavern,  a  grist-mill,  saw-mill,  and  a  few 
dwelling-houses.  About  the  year  1812,  Michael 
Reichert  obtained  license  to  keep  a  tavern  there. 
The  store  was  first  kept  by  Abner  Leeland,  followed 
by  Elijah  Owen,  Mahlon  Luther,  Levan  Metzger,  and 
Solomon  Smith.  Reichert  was  followed  in  the  hotel 
by  David  Metzger,  and  then  Solomon  Smith.  The 
place  had  a  post-office — Weissenberg — in  1868,  but 
only  one  year.     Benjamin  Smith  was  postmaster. 

Werlysville  has  a  fine  situation  in  the  northern 
part  of  the  township,  on  the  road  leading  from  Clauss- 
ville  to  Lynnville.  It  contains  a  store,  tavern,  and  a 
few  dwelling-houses.  It  was  founded  by  Daniel  Bitt- 
ner  about  forty  years  ago.  Its  present  owner  is  Elias 
Werly,  after  whom  it  is  named. 

Buck  Horn  Hotel  is  in  the  eastern  part  of  the 
township,  on  the  road  leading  from  Olaussville  to 
Kutztown.  It  was  started  by  David  Moser,  who  was 
licensed  to  keep  a  tavern  there  in  1862.  He  was  fol- 
lowed by  Michael  Bleiler,  who  held  it  till  1875,  when 
it  passed  into  the  hands  of  Jeremiah  Schick,  its  pres- 
ent owner  and  proprietor. 

Mohr's  Store  is  near  Ziegel's  Church,  in  the  south- 
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em  part  of  the  township.  A  hotel  was  started  there 
by  Daniel  Stettler  about  fifty  years  ago,  and  was  kept 
till  1875.  The  property  was  purchased  by  Thomas 
D.  Mohr,  its  present  owner,  in  1865.  He  started  a 
store  there,  and  kept  the  store  and  hotel  for  about  ten 
years,  when  he  discontinued  the  hotel,  but  still  keeps 
the  store. 

Fritz's  Store  is  in  the  southwestern  part  of  the  i 
township,  on  the  road  leading  from  New  Smithville 
to  Hamburg,  and  about  one-quarter  of  a  mile  fi-om 
the  former  place.  Its  present  owner,  Samuel  Fritz, 
has  kept  store  there  since  1850  (at  first  Samuel  and 
Steplien  Fritz  in  partnership,  and  Samuel  Fritz  alone 
since  1867  or  1868).  Samuel  Fritz  obtained  a  post- 
office  there  in  1858,  known  as  Weissenberg,  and  has 
had  it  since,  except  one  year  (1868),  when  it  was  at 
Smithville. 

Grim's  Hotel  was  situated  in  the  northwestern  part 
of  the  township,  near  the  Lynn  township  line,  on  the 
road  to  Allemangel.  It  was  a  very  old  hotel  stand. 
A  hotel  was  kept  there  prior  to  1781  (probably  since 
about  1760).  It  used  to  be  the  election-place  for 
Lynn  and  Weissenberg  townships  in  the  long  ago, 
both  townships  holding  their  elections  at  the  same 
place,  but  depositing  their  votes  in  separate  boxes. 
The  elections  were  held  there  till  1817.  The  hotel 
was  discontinued  about  the  year  1812.  Its  proprietor 
was  George  Grim. 

Bobst's  HoteL— About  the  year  1812,  Philip  Bobst 
was  licensed  to  keep  a  tavern  at  what  is  now  Solomon 
Grim's  place,  on  Silver  Creek,  in  the  western  part  of 
the  township,  on  the  road  leading  from  Hynemans- 
ville  to  Hamburg,  a  road  which  was  much  used  at 
that  time,  but  now  seldom  traveled,  as  other  and  bet- 
ter roads  have  been  laid  out  leading  towards  the  same 
place.  The  tavern  was  kept  by  him  till  1819,  and 
then  abandoned. 

German's  Store  Stand.— At  what  is  now  German's 
store  stand  Dewalt  Werly  was  licensed  to  keep  a  tav- 
ern about  the  year  1830,  and  kept  it  for  about  twenty  i 
years,  when  it  was  discontinued.  About  thirty  years 
ago  Henry  German  started  store  there,  and  kept  it 
till  1875,  when  he  rented  it  to  Isaac  Dietrich,  who 
kept  store  until  April,  1883,  when  he  moved  away. 
The  property  is  still  owned  by  German. 

Post-Offices. — Weissenberg  post-office  was  ob- 
tained about  the  year  1840  by  Michael  Reichert  (then 
Reichert's,  now  New  Smithville),  who  was  the  first 
postmaster.  After  him  Samuel  Eisenhart  became 
postmaster.  In  1848  the  post-office  was  removed  to 
Hynemansville,  with  Frederick  A.  Wallace  ds  post- 
master ;  but  two  years  later  it  was  again  taken  to  New 
Smithville,  with  Samuel  Eisenhard  as  postmaster, 
who  had  it  till  1853,  when  the  post-oflace  was  removed 
to  Fritz's  store,  with  Samuel  Fritz  as  postmaster. 

Hynemansville  post-ofl5ce  was  obtained  by  Elias 
Wetherhold  in  1862.  He  has  been  the  postmaster 
ever  since. 

HeliFrich's  Stand,— Henry  Helffrich  obtained  a  li- 


cense to  keep  a  tavern  at  what  was  then  called  Helf- 
frich's  Stand  (now  Stine's)  prior  to  1815.  He  was  a 
jeweler  by  trad^,  which  business  he  carried  on  in  con- 
nection with  the  hotel.  About  the  year  1838,  Daniel 
Helffrich,  a  brother  of  Henry,  built  a  store-house 
there  and  commenced  a  store.  Helffrich  was  followed 
in  the  store  business  by  Stettler,  then  by  Hersk,  Sig- 
fried,  and  Mohr  &  Stine.  There  is  now  neither  store 
nor  hotel  there. 

Worth's  Store  was  on  the  road  leading  from  Fo- 
gelsville  to  Hamburg,  at  the  place  where  Richard 
Worth  now  lives.  The  store  was  started  by  Daniel 
Werth  about  the  year  1820,  and  he  kept  it  for  about 
twenty  years.  Since  that  time  there  has  been  no  store 
there. 

California  House. — This  was  a  hotel  stand  in  the 
northern  part  of  the  township.  About  twenty  years 
ago  Jones  Werly  obtained  a  license  to  keep  a  tavern 
there.  He  was  followed  by  Charles  Gehringer.  At 
present  the  hotel  is  closed. 


CHAPTER    XXXII L 
WHITEHALL   TOWNSHIP.i 

Among  the  records  of  the  Court  of  Northampton 
County,  held  at  Easton,  is  the  following:  "Now, 
March  20,  1753,  Whitehall  township  is  returned  and 
allowed."  ^  It  was  situated  along  the  Lehigh  River, 
comprised  a  large  territory,  and  included  the  present 
townships  of  Whitehall,  North  Whitehall,  South 
Whitehall,  and  the  northern  and  western  portion  of 
the  present  city  of  AUentown. 

Prior  to  this  time  settlements  were  made  in  various 
parts  of  the  district.  From  the  records  above  men- 
tioned, we  learn  that  in  1752,  at  October  term  of 
court  Michael  Hoffman  was  appointed  constable  for 
"  Egypta,"  and  this  seems  to  have  been  the  name  by 
which  a  large  portion  of  the  township  was  then 
known.  Tradition,  as  well  as  the  official  records, 
point  out  Egypt  as  the  earliest  settlement  in  the  orig- 
inal township,  as  it  also  remains  within  the  bound- 
aries of  the  present  township  of  Whitehall  in  its 
northern  limit.  The  early  settlers  pressed  forward  into 
this  region  from  Philadelphia,  whither  they  had  immi- 
grated from  Europe,  and  settled  in  the  more  northern 
and  western  part  of  the  township,  in  what  proved  to  be 
the  less  productive  and  less  attractive  portion.  These 
features  are  conclusively  indicated  by  the  significant 
term  by  which  the  parent  settlement  in  Lynn  town- 
ship, in   this  county,  and   Albany  township,  Bucks 


1  By  I.  F.  Diefenderfer,  Esq  ,  and  F.  J.  Newhard,  Esq. 

-  This  is  the  only  record  concerning  the  erection  of  the  township.  At 
the  term  of  court  held  the  same  year,  Godfrey  Knauss  was  appointed 
constable  of  the  township,  and  was  the  first  oiiicial  action  of  record  con- 
cerning it. 
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County, — AUemangel  ("all  want"), — was  then  known. 
They  were  in  want  of  corn,  and  found  it  in  the  more 
fertile  and  the  then  more  remote  country  along  the 
Lehigh  River.  It  was  the  sons  of  Jacob  going  to 
Egypt  to  buy  corn,  and  the  Lehigh  was  their  Nile. 

The  most  interesting  and  striking  feature  of  this 
section  was  "  Grouse  Hall,"  standing  to  this  day. 
Lynford  Lardner,  Esq.,  a  prominent  citizen  of  Phila- 
delphia, and  whose  sister  was  married  to  Richard 
Penn,  came  to  this  section  of  country  in  1740.  He 
was  appointed  keeper  of  the  Great  Seal  in  1746,  and 
held  the  ofiice  till  1753,  when  he  moved  to  Lancaster 
County,  and  his  name  is  prominently  associated  with 
the  colonial  history  of  that  time. 

About  1740  he  purchased  a  tract  of  land  in  Bucks 
County,  now  Lehigh,  on  the  banks  of  a  branch  of 
Lehigh  Creek,  now  Jordan  Creek.  In  1744  he  built 
a  large  house  on  this  tract.  It  is  built  of  stone,  of 
dimensions  twenty-eight  by  thirty  feet,  two  stories 
high,  with  pointed  roof  and  high  ceilings.  A  deep 
cellar  was  built  on  the  outside  of  the  house  of  large 
dimensions.  The  house  is  still  standing  and  in  good 
condition.  On  the  first  floor,  through  the  middle  of 
the  house,  and  about  two-thirds  of  the  width  thereof, 
was  a  hearth,  which  for  many  years  served  every  pur- 
pose of  the  modern  stove. 

This  hearth  was  taken  out  by  the  present  owner 
several  years  ago,  when  the  mantelpiece  was  found 
to  contain  the  inscription  in  figures  "  1744,"  the  prob- 
able date  of  building  by  Lynford  Lardner.  Tradition 
points  out  this  place  as  a  summer  resort  for  people' 
from  Philadelphia ;  and  as  grouse  were  very  numer- 
ous in  the  section,  large  parties  from  the  city  annually 
came  to  the  place  for  the  purpose  of  hunting,  from 
which  the  place  was  known  as  "  Grouse  Hall."  It 
is  also  referred  to  in  Keith's  "  Provincial  Council," 
in  the  life  of  Lynford  Lardner,  as  his  "shooting- 
box." 

This  house  from  the  beginning  was  painted  white, 
and  being  at  that  time  more  conspicuous  than  any 
other  house  in  this  region,  was  called  "  White  Hall," 
and  hence  the  name  of  the  township. 

It  is  still  in  the  memory  of  the  oldest  inhabitants 
that  this  house  was  surrounded  by  parks  beautifully 
laid  out,  and  other  traces  of  a  summer  resort  and 
public-house. 

It  is  not  known  at  what  time  Lardner  parted  with 
this  property,  but  a  mortgage  is  on  record  at  Easton, 
given  in  1752,  reciting  that  "  Peter  Droxell  (Troxell), 
of  Whitehall  township,  mortgaged  to  Lynford  Lardner 
of  Windsor,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  gentleman,  a 
certain  messuage,  plantation,  and  two  tracts  of  land 
situate  in  a  branch  of  Lehigh  Creek,  etc.,"  each  con- 
taining one  hundred  acres.  This  property  continued 
in  possession  of  the  Troxell  family  over  one  hundred 
years,  and  is  now  owned  by  Michael  Minnioh. 

The  assessment  made  by  the  commissioners  of 
Northampton  County,  Dec.  27,  1781,  for  the  township 
of  Whitehall  was  as  follows : 


Jacob  Arner. 

Bart  hoi  Huber. 

Widow  Arner. 

Christian  Jacob. 

Stephen  Balliet. 

Henry  Jeal. 

Paul  Balliet. 

Andrew  Jeal. 

John  Balliet. 

George  Jund. 

Peter  Barler. 

Jacob  Jund. 

Pfeter  Beekle. 

Jacob  Kern. 

Theobold  Beck, 

Jacob  Kern,  Jr. 

Mel  choir  Bear. 

Peter  Kern. 

John  Bear. 

Christopher  Kern. 

Henry  Bear. 

Daniel  Kern. 

Jacob  Bush. 

Theobald  Kenner. 

John  Bush. 

Frederick  Swander. 

Christian  Bush. 
Henry  Berger. 
Christopher  Blank. 
Michael  Bruch, 
Jacob  Burger. 
Peter  Burgh  alter. 
Matthias  Brich. 
Philip  Deel. 
Peter  Deshler. 
Adam  Deshler. 
Jacob  Dormeyer. 
George  Dormeyer. 
Adam  Dorney. 
Henry  Dorney. 
Ednmn  Doll. 
Peter  Droxel. 
Daniel  Droxel. 
Nicholas  Droxel. 
Adam  Droxel. 
George  Duin. 
Christian  Bartch. 
George  Critis. 
Adam  Eppler. 
Peter  FoUer. 
Jacob  Flickinger. 
George  Flickinger. 
Jacob  Frantz. 
Samuel  Fry. 
Michael  Fry. 
David  Frederick. 
John  Flexer. 
John  Fuhr. 
Andrew  Fox. 
Adam  Geble. 
George  Glick. 
Laurence  Good. 
Peter  Good,  Jr. 
Adam  Good. 
Jacob  Good. 
George  Good. 
Martin  Groff. 
John  Grisomer. 
Paul  Gross. 
Adam  Haller. 
Jacob  Uartman. 
Jacob  Hartman,  Jr. 
Deeter  Hartman. 
Jacob  Harman. 
Andrew  Heck. 
Christian  Hillman. 
Adam  Heberly. 
Henry  Heffelfinger. 
Duwolt  Herzog. 
John  Henry. 
Jacob  Henninger. 
Frederick  Hill. 
John  Hoffman. 
Barthol  Hoffman. 
Peter  Hoffman. 
George  Hoffman. 
George  Homes. 
Andrew  Hower. 
"Widow  Houser. 
Jacob  Housman. 


George  Knouee. 

Philip  Knouse,  and  the  mill. 

Geoffrey  Knouse. 

Michael  Kolb. 

Jacob  Kobler. 

Peter  Kohler. 

Philip  Knappenberger. 

George  Keakler. 

Peter  Keakler. 

Jacob  Kreshnian. 

Widow  Krumbach. 

Henry  Koon. 

Jacob  Laub. 

Peter  Lehr. 

John  Lehr. 

Nicholas  Limbert. 

Abraham  Lichtenwelder. 

William  Lowry. 

Geoffrey  Lowry. 

Conrad  Leysenring. 

Conrad  Marck. 

Adam  Mowrer. 

Philip  Mowrer. 

Jacob  Mickley. 

Martin  Mickley. 

Jacob  Miller. 

Sebastian  Miller. 

Phillip  Mink. 

Adam  Miller. 

John  Moritz. 

John  Mosser. 

Henry  Mertz. 

Jacob  Musgenung, 

David  Musgenung. 

Widow  Music. 

Peter  Meyer. 

Jost  Meyer. 

John  Meyer. 

John  Meyer. 

Peter  Neihard. 

Michael  Neihard. 

Laurence  Neihard. 

Frederick  Neihard. 

Peter  Neihard. 

Benedict  Neidlinger. 

Peter  Babinold. 

Daniel  Kex. 

Henry  Rietz. 

George  Remelly. 

George  Rick. 

Michael  Ringer. 

Michael  Ringer,  Jr. 

Ludwig  Rishel. 

William  Rishel. 

Martin  Rishel. 

John  Rhoad. 

Daniel  Rhoad. 

Philip  Rhoad. 

Peter  Rhoad. 

Laurence  Ruck. 

George  Sander. 

Martin  Samel. 

George  Samel. 

Samuel  Seager. 
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Sumuel  Seager. 
Chriatian  Saeger. 
Nicholas  Saeger. 
Nicholas  Seager,  Jr. 
Adam  Serfas. 
Andrew  Siegfried. 
Widow  Siegfried. 
Adam  Sheurer. 
Peter  Slosser. 
Peter  Slosser,  Jr. 
Conrad  Seip. 
William  Seip. 
Bernard  Smith. 
George  Smith. 
John  Shad. 
Caspar  Shenebnich. 
Peter  Sneck. 
Henry  Sneck. 
Jost  G.  Sneck. 
Stephen  Snyder. 
Widow  Snyder. 
Michael  Snyder. 
Daniel  Snyder. 
Jacob  Schrieber. 
Herman  Sohrleber. 
Peter  Steinberger. 
John  Steinberger. 
Jost  Steinberger. 


Peter  Draxel. 
Jacob  Draxel. 
John  Draxel. 
Abraham  Guisomer. 
Simon  Hertly. 
Caspar  Kennel, 
John  Kern. 
John  Helfrich. 
George  I.  Miller. 
John  Miller. 
Michael  Miller. 
Peter  Mickley. 
Nicholas  Moritz. 
Peter  Moritz. 
Abraham  Martin. 


Abraham  Sterner. 
Tobias  Steary. 
George  Steary. 
George  Steininger. 
Leonard  Steininger. 
John  Samel. 
Michael  Steeby. 
John  Spead. 
Peter  Steckle. 
Jacob  Steckle. 
Jacob  Swander. 
Adam  Swander. 
George  Shnerr, 
Andrew  Winner. 
John  Sweyer. 
George  Winner. 
Jacob  Winn. 
Jacob  Wirth. 
Christian  Wirth, 
George  Will  em  an. 
Jacob  Wolf. 
Samuel  Woodring. 
Nicholas  Woodring. 
Abraham  Bachman. 
George  Focht, 
Anthony  Stoutegill. 
John  Siglin. 


Single  Freemen. 


Jacob  Holetine. 
Martin  Myer. 
David  Myer. 
Nicholas  Myer. 
Daniel  Neihard. 
Nicholas  Olker. 
Gottfrey  Rhoad. 
Frederick  Snyder. 
Henry  Snyder. 
John  Shlosser. 
Peter  Shiner. 
Henry  Steckle. 
Abraham  Yund. 
Melchoir  Dietiich. 
Jacob  Kolb. 


Paul  Grow,  collector ;  amount  of  tax,  £688  17s. 

Michael  Snyder  was  assessed  for  thirty  pounds. 
Peter  Burgholter,  Peter  Droxel,  John  Gresomer  were 
each  assessed  for  twelve  pounds.  Adam  Heberly  and 
George  Knouae  were  each  assessed  eleven  pounds. 
Lawrence  Good  and  Peter  Steckle  were  each  assessed 
ten  pounds.  John  Hoffman,  Peter  Kohler,  and  Jacob 
Mickley  each  nine  pounds.  Adam  Deshler,  Jacob 
Good,  Jacob  Kern,  John  Steinberger,  Leonard  Stein- 
inger, and  Jacob  Schreiber  each  eight  pounds.  Nich- 
olas Droxel,  Henry  Heffenfinger,  Jacob  Miller,  Sam- 
uel Saeger,  and  Christian  Saeger  each  seven  pounds. 
Henry  Berger,  Christian  Blanch,  Adam  Dorney,  Adam 
Good,  Peter  Good,  Jr.,  Jacob  Hartman,  Barthol 
Huber,  Jacob  Kohler,  Conrad  Lysering,  Martin 
Mickly,  Stephen  Snyder,  Laurence  Neihard,  Freder- 
ick Neihard,  and  George  Remelly  each  six  pounds, 
and  all  others  lower  amounts. 

A  petition  was  presented  at  January  term  of  Court 
of  Quarter  Sessions  of  Northampton  County  in  1810 
praying  for  a  division  of  Whitehall  township.  George 
Palmer,  John  Serch,  and  Michael  Snyder  were  ap- 
pointed by  the  court  to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of 
the  division  of  the  township.     At  November  term  of 


court  the  same  year  they  reported  that  they  had 
divided  the  township.  The  court  confirmed  their 
action,  and  the  township  was  decreed  divided  in  ac- 
cordance with  their  report,  "  and  one  part  lying 
northward  of  the  division  line,  as  per  draft,  is  named 
North  Whitehall,  and  the  other  lying  southward  of 
the  said  line  is  named  South  Whitehall."  {The  ac- 
counts of  the  present  townships  of  North  Whitehall 
and  South  Whitehall,  as  also  the  sketches  of  the 
early  settlers  residing"  in  the  same,  are  contained  in 
the  history  of  those  townships.) 

On  the  4th  day  of  February,  1867,  a  petition  of 
citizens  of  North  and  South  Whitehall  was  presented 
to  the  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions  of  Lehigh  County 
praying  for  a  division  of  the  townships.  Same  day 
the  court  appointed  George  Blank,  Martin  Kemerer, 
and  Robert  Yost  commissioners  to  report  as  to  the 
advisability  of  a  division.  Sept.  12,  1867,  the  report 
of  the  commissioners  was  filed,  recommending  a 
division  of  the  townships. 

"  And  now,  Oct.  31,  1867,  on  motion  of  Messrs.  Metzger  and  Schall, 
the  report  of  the  commissioners  is  confirmed  absolutely,  and  it  appear- 
ing by  the  returns  of  the  8th  day  of  October,  1867,  herewith  presented 
to  the  court,  that  a  majority  of  the  voters  are  '  for  a  new  township,' 
the  court  order  and  decree  a  new  township  agreeably  to  the  lines 
marked  out  and  returned  by  the  commissioners.  .  .  .  That  the  said  new 
township  be  known  and  called  East  Whitehall.  Now,  Nov.  6, 1867,  the 
court  changes  the  name  of  the  township  from  Eaat  Whitehall  to  White- 
hall." 

The  township  as  then  laid  out  included  the  terri- 
tory beginning  at  the  northwest  corner  of  the  city  of 
AUentown  (then  the  corner  of  Tenth  and  Liberty 
Streets)  ;  thence  in  a  straight  line  north  thirty-four 
and  three-quarter  degrees  west,  to  the  stone  barn  of 
John  Schwartz,  in  North  Whitehall ;  thence  in  a 
straight  line  north  seventeen  and  one-quarter  degrees 
west,  to  a  stone ;  thence  in  a  straight  line  north  sixty- 
seven  degrees  east,  to  the  shore  of  the  Lehigh  River, 
on  the  north  side  of  Zellis'  mill ;  thence  along  the 
shore  of  the  river  to  the  city  of  AUentown ;  thence 
along  the  city  limits  to  Jordan  Creek  ;  thence  along 
the  city  limits  to  the  place  of  beginning.  It  contains 
an  area  of  twelve  square  miles. 

Natural  Features.— The  greater  portion  of  the 
township  is  productive  limestone  soil,  under  a  high 
state  of  cultivation,  mostly  level,  except  in  the  north- 
western portion,  where  it  is  interspersed  with  numer- 
ous hills  with  slate  and  gravel  soil.  The  most  numer- 
ous minerals  are  limestone,  which  is  found  in  large 
quantities,  especially  along  the  Lehigh  River,  the 
Jordan  and  Coplay  Creeks,  where  it  is  extensively 
quarried.  Cement  is  abundantly  found  in  the  north- 
western parts,  where  extensive  works  are  erected. 
Deposits  of  iron  ore  are  also  found  in  the  limestone 
region,  and  fire-clay  in  the  central  portion  in  small 
quantities.  Slate-quarries  are  opened  in  the  northern 
part,  where  roofing-slate,  flagging,  fence-posts,  and 
flooring-blocks  are  manufactured. 

The  township  is  drained  by  the  Lehigh  River,  which 
forms  the  northeastern  boundary.    The  Jordan  Creek 
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flows  through  the  southwestern  portion,  and  like  the 
Jordan  of  old,  winds  its  courses  along  the  hills  in  this 
section,  and  flows  into  the  Lehigh  River  at  Allentown. 
Helffrich's  Springs  are  situate  near  Allentown,  about 
three  miles  above  the  niouth  of  the  Jordan.  About 
three  and  one-half  miles  above  the  springs  the  waters 
of  the  Jordan  sink  into  the  limestone  soil  during  the 
dry  seasons  of  the  year,  making  the  bed  of  the  creek 
dry  for  that  distance,  and  the  waters  thus  disappear- 
ing seems  to  be  the  source  from  which  Helflfrich's 
Springs  are  fed  during  this  season.  These  springs 
and  others  along  the  banks  of  the  creek  supply  the 
water  for  the  Jordan,  making  it  from  this  place  a  flow- 
ing stream  throughout  the  whole  year. 

Coplay  Creek  (also  known  as  Indian  Creek)  enters 
the  township  from  North  Whitehall,  where  it  has 
its  source  near  Union ville,  flows  in  a  southeasterly 
direction  through  Egypt  and  the  central  portion  of 
the  township,  and  empties  into  the  Lehigh  River  below 
the  works  of  the  Thomas  Iron  Company,  at  Hoken- 
dauqua.  It  drains  a  large  and  fertile  region  of  soil, 
flows  throughout  the  whole  rear,  and  in  its  course  is 
used  extensively  for  irrigating  the  rich  meadow-lands 
along  its  banks. 

Mill  Creek  flows  partly  through  the  township  at  its 
northwestern  boundary,  and  partly  through  North 
Whitehall ;  has  a  number  of  tributaries  in  its  course, 
and  empties  into  the  Lehigh  River  at  Yellis'  mill, 
above  Whitehall  Station. 
ji  The  Lehigh  Valley  Railroad  runs  through  the 
township  along  the  Lehigh  River,  and  in  its  course 
in  the  township  are  located  the  stations  of  Fullerton, 
Catasauqua,  Hokendauqua,  Coplay,  and  Whitehall. 

The  Catasauqua  and  Fogelsville  Railroad  connects 
with  the  Lehigh  Valley  Railroad  at  Catasauqua,  ex- 
tends through  the  township  in  a  southeasterly  direc- 
tion a  distance  of  about  three  miles.  The  Ironton 
Railroad,  now  owned  by  the  Thomas  Iron  Company, 
also  connects  with  the  Lehigh  Valley  Railroad  at 
Coplay,  extends  from  that  place  through  the  township 
along  Egypt,  and  partly  along  the  Coplay  Creek,  into 
North  Whitehall. 

The  early  roads  in  the  township  were  laid  out  from 
Northampton  (now  Allentown)  to  the  small  villages 
and  ferries  along  the  Lehigh  River.  Among  them 
may  be  mentioned  the  one  leading  from  Allentown  to 
Catasauqua,  frequently  referred  to  as  leading  to  Jacob 
Yund'sand  Hartman's  Ferry ;  also  the  road  to  Egypt, 
Balliet's,  and  Siegfried's  Ferry. 

The  Lehigh  River  is  crossed  by  Biery's  bridge  and 
the  Crane  Iron  Company's  bridge,  at  Catasauqua, 
Laubach's  bridge  at  Coplay,  and  Seigfried's  bridge  at 
Whitehall  Station,  all  of  which  are  toll-bridges. 

The  Jordan  is  crossed  by  Steckel's  bridge  on  the 
road  from  Allentown  to  Catasauqua,  Newhard's 
bridge  on  the  road  from  Allentown  to  Siegfried's 
bridge  and  Knauss'  bridge  on  the  road  from  Allen- 
town to  Slatington,  all  of  which  are  county  bridges. 
The  first  bridge  at  Steckel's  was  built  in  1832.  Prior 
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to  this  time  the  creek  was  crossed  by  a  ford  at  this 
place.  The  bridge  was  built  by  the  county  commis- 
sioners, Jacob  Marks,  John  Bast,  and .     It 

was  a  stone  structure  with  three  arches.  In  the  early 
part  of  1839  the  bridge  was  swept  away  by  a  freshet. 
The  same  summer  steps  were  taken  by  the  commis- 
sioners for  the  erection  of  a  new  bridge.  After  work- 
ing in  vain  for  some  time  to  obtain  a  firm  foundation, 
the  project  was  abandoned  until  the  following  sum- 
mer, when  the  new  wooden  bridge  was  built  by  Henry 
Leh,  Jacob  L.  Derr,  and  Philip  Person,  county  com- 
missioners. This  was  the  first  wooden  bridge  con- 
structed in  the  county,  and  it  is  still  standing. 

The  first  bridge  at  Newhard's  was  built  about  1809. 
Prior  to  this  date  there  was  a  ferry  at  the  place,  which 
was  used  during  the  seasons  of  the  year  when  the 
stream  could  not  be  forded.  The  first  bridge  was  of 
stone  with  three  arches,  and  evidently  of  poor  work- 
manship, as  some  years  afterward  it  was  declared  un- 
safe, and  the  arches  were  rebuilt  in  1834,  in  which 
condition  the  bridge  is  still  standing. 

Before  the  erection  of  Knauss'  bridge  the  crossing  at 
this  place  was  known  as  Knauss'  Ford.  The  first 
bridge  erected,  which  is  still  standing,  is  a  stone  struc- 
ture with  two  arches.  The  proceedings  leading  to  the 
erection  of  the  same  were  as  follows : 

"  Petition  for  a  county  bridge  over  the  Jordan  Creek 
at  Jonathan  Knouse,  dated  Feb.  5,  1818,  the  court 
appointed  Adam  Good,  John  Sieger,  George  Eisen- 
hard,  Peter  Schroeber,  George  Yund,  and  Abraham 
Gangewere  viewers  as  prayed  for.  The  jury  reported. 
May  13,  1818,  in  favor  of  a  bridge.  Same  year,  May 
sessions,  the  Grand  Jury  reported  '  no  bridge.' 
"Frederick  Jordan, 

"  Foreman." 

May  sessions,   1818,  the  court  appointed  George 
Rhoads,  George  Savitz,  John  Spanenberger,  Peter 
Hauck,  John  Knecht,  and  John  Boas  viewers.     The— 
jury  reported  in  favor  of  a  bridge  Aug.  15,  1818. 

Grand  jury  indorsed  on  report  "  rejected." 

The  third  petition  was  presented  Feb.  7, 1822.  The 
court  appointed  as  viewers  Stephen  Balliet,  George 
Gangawere,  Anthony  Music,  Esqs.,  Peter  Troxell, 
Michael  Track,  and  Peter  Ruch. 

March  18,  1822,  the  viewers  reported  to  the  court 
in  favor  of  a  bridge.  At  the  next  sessions  the  grand 
jury  made  the  following  indorsement  on  the  report: 
"Allowed,  Solomon  Steckel,  foreman." 

Also  indorsed  on  the  report : 

"  1824,  Feb.  4,  recommitted  to  the  same  viewers,  to  cause  tlie  variation 
to  be  accurately  surveyed  and  a  map  or  plot  thereof  to  be  made,  which 
is  to  accompany  their  report,  returnable  to  the  next  aessions. 

"  John  Miller  entered  into  a  contract  with  the  county  commissioners 
in  1822  to  do  the  mason-worlt  of  the  bridge  according  to  apian  fur- 
nished by  the  commissioners,  which  be  performed  according  to  the  best 
of  his  abilities.  That  owing  to  some  causes  the  arches  of  the  bridge 
gave  way  shortly  after  its  completion,  whereby  it  came  incumbent  on 
him  to  rebuild  the  same.  That  with  the  assistance  he  has  received  from 
others,  under  an  impression  that  the  county  would  not  suffer  him  to  be 
the  loser,  after  suffering  very  considerable  damages  by  two  successive 
freshets,  he  has  rebuilt  and  completely  finished  the  same  again  in  a  good 
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and  workmanlike  manner.  That  he  has  kept  an  account  of  his  labors 
and  expenses,  which  he  is  ready  to  exhibit  to  the  Honorable  Court  and 
the  Grand  Inquest,  by  which  it  will  appear  that  he  has  sustained  very 
heavy  losses.  That  your  petitioner  is  poor  and  unable  to  bear  the  losses 
he  has  sustained  himself,  and  that  therefore  they  would  be  unavoidably 
injurious  to  others  if  no  compensation  would  be  made  to  him  by  the 
county. 

(Signed),  "  John  Miller, 

"  Mason. 
"  And  by  the  petUion&s.^^ 

Petition  indorsed : 

"  The  within  bridge  as  prayed  for  allowed  S800  by  the  Grand  Jury, 
and  one  half  to  be  paid  on  the  27th  day  of  March,  1824,  and  the  re- 
mainder one  year  after  the  first  payment. 

*■  Wm.  H.  Long,  Foremun." 

Coplay  Creek  is  crossed  throughout  the  township 
by  a  number  of  small  bridges,  all  of  which  are  town- 
ship bridges  except  the  one  at  Egypt.  This  was  built 
by  the  county  commissioners  in  1850.  It  is  con- 
structed of  wood,  about  one  hundred  feet  in  length, 
and  is  still  standing. 

Settlement. — The  early  settlements  in  the  township 
were  mostly  made  by  emigrants  from  Germany,  who 
landed  at  Philadelphia,  and  in  small  numbers  settled 
in  various  parts  of  the  township  as  early  as  1730. 
They  took  possession  of  the  soil,  and  in  many  in- 
stances did  not  obtain  their  warrants  and  patents  for 
the  same  until  some  years  afterwards. 

Among  the  first  settlers  may  be  mentioned  the 
Rohlers,  Steckels,  Troxells,  Deshlers,  Burkhalters, 
Mickleys,  Leisenrings,  Schreibers,  Newhards,  Millers, 
Yunds,  Suyders,  Kolss,  Roths,  Knauss,  and  others. 

Egypt  was  among  the  early  settlements  in  the  town- 
ship. 

Jacob  Kohler  (Coler)  emigrated  from  Mill  Hausen, 
Switzerland,  and  settled  at  Egypt  between  the  years 
1720  and  1730,  with  his  family  of  nine  children, — two 
sons  (Peter  and  Jacob)  and  seven  daughters. 

Jacob  Kohler  built  his  first  house  prior  to  1730, 
near  the  site  of  the  present  mill.  This  was  a  log 
house,  and  was  replaced  by  a  large  stone  house, 
which  has  since  been  taken  away  and  the  third  house 
built.  In  175.5  he  built  the  first  grist-mill  at  this 
place,  partly  stone  and  partly  log,  on  Coplay  Creek, 
and  held  the  same  until  his  death,  in  1792.  By 
his  will  he  devised  the  grist-mill  and  a  portion  of  his 
land  to  his  son,  Peter.  In  1809,  Peter  Kohler  built 
a  new  stone  grist-mill  near  the  site  of  the  old  mill. 
This  second  mill  is  still  standing.  In  1854,  Peter 
Kohler  sold  the  mill  to  his  son,  Aaron  Kohler,  who 
is  still  the  owner  of  it.  Other  descendants  of  the 
original  Kohler  family  still  reside  in  the  township. 

Christian  Steckel,  the  ancestor  of  the  Steckel  family 
in  this  place,  settled  at  Egypt,  Sept.  1,  1736,  and  ob- 
tained a  patent  for  two  hundred  and  sixty-six  acres 
of  land.  In  the  year  1756  he  built  a  stone  house 
upon  this  tract,  which  served  the  purposes  of  a  dwell- 
ing-house and  of  a  fort  against  the  attacks  of  the  In- 
dians. The  dimensions  are  thirty-five  by  forty  feet, 
with  walls  two  and  a  quarter  feet  in  thickness.  It  is 
standing  to  the  present  day  in  good  condition,  and  is 


owned  by  Josiah  Steckel,  a  descendant  of  the  original 
family. 

He  was  married  to  Maria  Bear.  He  had  ten  chil- 
dren,— five  sons  (John,  Jacob,  Henry,  Daniel,  Peter) 
and  five  daughters,  who  were  intermarried  respectively 
with  John  Peter  Burkhalter,  Mickley,  Schneider, 
George  Dinky,  and  Martin  Moyer. 

John  Steckel  settled  in  Whitehall,  on  Coplay  Creek, 
upon  a  portion  of  the  old  farm,  where  he  lived  until 
his  death. 

Jacob  settled  at  Egypt,  and  built  the  present  hotel 
in  1791,  and  in  connection  with  the  hotel  kept  the 
store  until  1821. 

Henry  settled  upon  the  old  homestead,  where  he 
died. 

Daniel  settled  at  Bath,  Northampton  Co.,  and  died 
there  at  the  age  of  one  hundred  and  one  years. 

Peter  was  born  Nov.  3,  1772,  and  settled  in  Moore 
township,  Northampton  Co.,  where  he  died  Feb.  22, 
1866. 

The  daughters  of  Christian  Steckel  all  settled  in  the 
township. 

John  had  four  children, — three  sons  and  one  daugh- 
ter, to  wit:  Daniel  (who  acquired  the  John  Steckel 
homestead),  Joseph  (who  settled  in  the  township), 
Sally  (wife  of  Jacob  Biery,  who  moved  West),  and 
Peter. 

Peter  was  a  blacksmith  by  trade,  and  carried  on 
this  business  at  Hartman's  Ferry,  along  the  Lehigh 
River,  and  at  the  Irish  settlement  in  Northampton 
County  until  1828,  when  he  bought  from  Walter  C. 
Livingstone  a  tract  of  one  hundred  acres  of  land 
along  the  Jordan  Creek,  in  the  southeastern  part  of 
the  township,  where  he  was  engaged  in  farming  until 
his  death.  He  had  also  bought  several  other  tracts 
in  this  vicinity.  He  was  married  to  Esther  Burk- 
halter, who  survives  him,  and  is  now  living  at  Allen- 
town. 

He  had  four  children, — two  sons  (Robert  and  Reu- 
ben P.)  and  two  daughters, — Amanda  (now  living 
upon  one  of  her  father's  tracts)  and  Anna  (now  living 
with  her  mother). 

Robert  occupied  the  farm  upon  the  death  of  his 
father,  and  still  owns  it.  He  engaged  in  farming 
until  1873,  when  he  removed  to  Allentown,  where  he 
is  still  living.  He  served  two  terms  in  the  lower 
house  of  the  State  Legislature,  in  1873  and  1874. 
Reuben  P.  and  Robert  are  both  members  of  the  firm 
of  M.  S.  Young,  hardware  dealers,  in  this  city. 

Henry  Steckel,  who  settled  upon  the  tract  of  his 
father's  (Christian  Steckel),  had  several  children, 
among  them  a  son,  Peter,  who  acquired  the  original 
Steckel  tract  near  Egypt,  and  owned  it  until  he  died. 
He  was  married  to  Elizabeth  Biery,  and  had  thirteen 
children,  to  wit:  Thomas,  residing  at  Allentown; 
Peter,  who  settled  in  Ohio;  Henry,  in  Illinois; 
David,  in  one  of  the  Western  States ;  Joseph,  in  In- 
diana; Charles,  who  died  here;  Deborah,  wife  of 
Enoch  Newhard,  residing  at  Allentown  ;  Hetty,  wife 
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of  Thomas  Gangewere,  who  settled  in  Indiana; 
Clarissa,  wife  of  Jacob  Weiss;  and  Sarah,  wife  of 
Ephraim  Steckel. 

John  Jacob  Mickley  was  born  in  Europe  in  1697, 
and  came  to  America  in  the  ship  "  Hope,"  of  London, 
from  Amsterdam,  Holland,  arriving  at  Philadelphia, 
Aug.  28,  1733.  It  appears  that  the  family  is  de- 
scended from  the  French  Huguenots,  the  name  having 
originally  been  written  Michelet,  but  corrupted  and 
variously  written  Miquelet,  Miicklite,  and  finally  an- 
glicized into  the  present  form  Mickley ;  that  during 
the  persecution  of  the  Huguenots  in  France  they  emi- 
grated to  the  bordering  dukedom  of  Deux  Ponts,  a 
part  of  the  German  empire,  where  they  were  unmo- 
lested in  the  exercise  of  their  religion.  John  Jacob 
Mickley  settled  at  Egypt  in  Whitehall  township, 
where  he  obtained  warrants  for  three  tracts  of  land, 
the  first  of  which  is  dated  Nov.  5, 1745.  He  was  mar- 
ried to  Elizabeth  Barbara,  daughter  of  Ulrich  Burk- 
halter,  and  died  in  August,  1769.  He  had  three  sons 
and  two  daughters,  to  wit :  John  Jacob,  who  settled 
on  a  tract  of  land  bordering  on  the  village  of  Hoken- 
dauqua.  He  had  six  sons  and  four  daughters.  A 
number  of  his  descendants  are  still  residing  in  the 
county.^ 

*John  Martin,  the  second  son,  continued  to  live  on 
the  homestead,  and  had  the  lands  patented  for  which 
his  father  had  taken  out  the  warrants.  In  1794  he 
moved  to  Adams  County  and  settled  near  Gettysburg. 
He  had  four  sons  and  five  daughters,  whose  descend- 
ants are  still  living  in  that  county. 

John  Peter,  the  third  son,  of  whose  escape  from  the 
Indians  an  account  is  given  in  the  general  history  of 
the  township,  served  in  the  military  service  against 
the  Indians  and  in  the  Revolution  during  the  whole 
time  of  its  continuance,  in  the  capacity  of  a  fifer. 
He  was  in  the  battle  of  Germantown.  At  the  close 
of  the  war  he  was  married,  and  settled  in  Bedminster 
township,  Bucks  Co.,  about  the  year  1784.  He  had 
two  sons  and  eight  daughters,  some  of  whose  descend- 
ants are  still  living  in  Bucks  County  and  others  in 
Philadelphia. 

One  of  the  daughters  of  John  Jacob  Mickley  was 
married  to  Andrew  Miller,  who  resided  in  Lynn  town- 
ship, and  died  without  issue.  The  other  daughter 
was  married  to  Adam  Deshler,  a  son  of  Adam  Desh- 
ler,  one  of  the  original  settlers  of  the  township.  She 
lived  in  Whitehall  township  until  the  death  of  Desh- 
ler, by  whom  she  had  three  sons  and  one  daughter. 
She  afterwards  married  Michael  Bieber,  of  Allen 
township,  Northampton  County. 

Adam  Deshler,  another  of  the  early  settlers,  immi- 
grated to  this  county  with  two  brothers— Anthony 
and  David— from  Switzerland  about  the  year  1733, 
and  settled  upon  a  tract  of  land  in  Whitehall  town- 
ship, near  Egypt. 


1  For  full  sketch  of  Mickley  family,  see  biographical  sketch,  with 
Mickley  portrait. 


John  Keinberry  obtained  a  warrant  for  a  tract  of 
two  hundred  and  three  and  a  half  acres  and  allow- 
ances, dated  June  27,  1738,  which  by  non-compliance 
became  void.  Frederick  Newhard  (who  subsequently 
settled  in  the  lower  part  of  the  township)  obtained  a 
warrant  for  the  same  tract,  dated  Feb.  1,  1742,  which 
afterwards  was  vested  in  Adam  Deshler,  and  to  whom 
a  patent  was  issued  for  the  same.  May  5, 1751,  as  also 
a  patent  bearing  even  date  for  an  adjoining  tract  of 
forty  acres,  for  which  he  had  taken  out  a  warrant 
dated  June  5,  1749.  Adam  Deshler  figures  in  the 
colonial  period,  having  been  employed  to  furnish  pro- 
visions for  the  provincial  forces  in  1756,  1757,  and 
1758.  In  1760  he  built  a  stone  house  upon  this  tract, 
which  is  still  standing  and  in  a  good  state  of  preserva- 
tion. During  the  Indian  troubles  it  was  used  as  a 
military  post,  and  the  loop-holes  in  the  thick  walls  are 
still  visible. 

Adam  Deshler  had  four  sons,  viz.:  Adam,  Peter, 
David,  and  George,  and  several  daughters,  among 
whom  were  Mrs.  Peter  Kern,  who  lived  along  the  Jor- 
dan, and  Mrs.  Schreiber,  of  Allentown. 

Adam  Deshler  was  the  oldest  of  the  three  sons ; 
had  one  son,  David,  and  several  daughters,  to  wit : 
Mrs.  Schreiber,  Mrs.  Stein,  Mrs.  Kern,  Mrs.  Daide- 
man,  and  Mrs.  Woodring.  , 

Peter,  the  second  son,  had  three  sons,  viz. :  Peter, 
who  first  lived  at  the  Irish  settlement  in  Northampton 
County,  and  subsequently  moved  to  Whitehall ;  David, 
called  "  Clover-seed"  David,  from  the  fact  of  his  having 
a  clover-mill  at  the  Little  Lehigh  Creek;  and  Jacob, 
who  lived  near  "  Nelig's  in  the  Irish  settlement." 

David,  the  third  son  of  the  original  Adam  Deshler, 
had  a  number  of  children.  Adam,  one  of  the  sons 
(also  called  Han  Adam),  settled  at  Easton.  Among 
his  sons  are  David  N.  Deshler,  of  Columbus,  0., 
whose  son,  John  G.,  lives  at  Bufialo,  N.  Y.  George 
is  the  second  son  of  Han  Adam  Deshler,  and  among 
his  sons  is  Charles  D.  Deshler,  who  is  a  druggist,  and 
inventor  of  the  celebrated  fever  and  ague  pills  called 
"Deshler's  Pills,"  and  resides  at  New  Brunswick, 
N.  J.  The  above-named  David  Deshler  also  had 
several  daughters,  among  them  Mrs.  Christian  Mick- 
ley and  Mrs.  John  Wagner,  of  Allentown. 

David  Deshler,  the  grandson  of  Adam  Deshler,  first 
above  mentioned,  had  three  sons,  to  wit :  James,  Da- 
vid, and  John,  who  lives  at  Waterloo,  N.  Y.  James 
lived  in  Whitehall  township,  and  had  three  sons, — 
Jacob,  Peter,  and  D.  J.  F., — all  of  whom  reside  in  the 
city  of  Allentown.  David,  the  second  son,  was  reared 
in  Whitehall  township,  and  left  home  when  about 
sixteen  years  of  age.  He  became  a  surveyor,  and  as- 
sisted in  the  government  surveys  of  Kansas  and  Mis- 
souri. He  afterwards  engaged  in  the  mercantile  busi- 
ness in  St.  Louis,  and  then  in  Tuscumbia,  Ala.  He 
conceived  the  idea  and  successfully  carried  out  the 
project  of  building  a  railroad  from  that  place  to  De- 
catur,— forty-two  miles  across  the  neck  of  a  great  bend 
in  the  Tennessee    River,  connecting  its  navigable 
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waters  (the  water  in  the  neck  being  shallow),  and  thus 
materially  enhanced  the  commerce  of  that  region. 
This  was  in  1834  or  1835,  and  the  road  was  the  first 
west  of  the  Alleghanies,  and  probably  the  third  in  the 
United  States.  It  is  now  a  link  in  one  of  the  great 
southern  railroads  between  Memphis  and  Charleston. 
The  cars  were  at  first  drawn  by  mules. 

David  Deshler  had  two  sons  and  one  daughter. 
Both  the  sons  were  students  at  West  Point.  David, 
one  of  the  sons,  was  drowned  while  a  student ;  James, 
the  other,  graduated,  served  in  the  army,  and  lost  his 
life  in  the  battle  of  Chiokamauga. 

Ulrich  Burkhalter,  the  ancestor  of  the  family  in 
the  township,  immigrated  to  this  country  in  the  ship 
"  Samuel,"  of  Sweden,  Hugh  Percy,  master,  from  Rot- 
terdam, but  last  from  Cowes,  and  landed  at  Philadel- 
phia, Aug.  11,  1732,  with  two  hundred  and  seventy- 
nine  persons.  He  subsequently  settled  in  Whitehall 
township,  and  on  Feb.  4,  1743,  bought  from  Richard 
Hockley  a  tract  of  three  hundred  acres  of  land  near 
Egypt.  This  was  a  tract  nearly  square,  rich  and  fer- 
tile soil,  beautifully  located,  watered  with  two  never- 
failing  springs  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  yards  dis- 
tant from  each  .other,  the  water  from  which  irrigates  the 
meadows  on  this  and  adjoining  tracts.    It  is  in  general 

one  of  the  best  and  most  desirable  tracts  in  the  town- 

« 

ship.  Ulrich  Burkhalter  had  one  son,  Peter,  and  one 
daughter,  Elizabeth  Barbara,  intermarried  with  John 
Jacob  Mickley,  of  whom  a  sketch  is  herein  elsewhere 
given. 

Peter  obtained  from  his  father  a  deed  of  gift,  dated 
Nov.  9,  1754,  for  the  above  tract,  on  which  he  built  a 
large  two-story  stone  dwelling-house,  which  is  still 
standing.  He  also  obtained  warrants  for  two  adjoin- 
ing tracts,  the  one  called  Somerville  containing  sixty- 
nine  acres,  the  other  called  Petersburg  containing  one 
hundred  and  ten  and  a  half  acres.  Peter  had  one  son, 
John  Peter  (known  as  "  Han"  Peter),  and  two  daugh- 
ters, Maria  Barbara,  intermarried  with Able  from 

Philadelphia,  and  the  other  intermarried  with  Stephen 
Balliet. 

On  April  1, 1792,  Peter  sold  this  entire  tract  of  four 
hundred  and  seventy-nine  and  a  half  acres  of  land  to 
his  son,  John  Peter.  John  Peter  had  nine  children,  to 
wit:  Henry,  Peter,  Joseph,  Charles,  Daniel,  and  Polly 
(wife  of  Henry  Mickley),  Elizabeth  (wife  of  Benjamin 
Boggs),  Catharine  (wife  of  Benjamin  Kohler),  and 
Salome  (wife  of  Abraham  Biery).  Of  these,  Peter 
and  Daniel  moved  to  Indiana,  Joseph  to  Ohio,  Charles 
to  Lower  Milford  (this  county),  Benjamin  Boggs 
to  Crawford  County,  Benjamin  Kohler  to  Carbon 
County,  where  their  descendants  are  still  living. 
Abraham  Biery  obtained  part  of  the  original  Burk- 
halter tract  of  land. 

Henry  Burkhalter,  the  oldest  son  of  John  Peter,  was 
born  Aug.  23,  1780,  on  the  Burkhalter  farm.  He  and 
his  brother,  Peter,  bought  two  hundred  and  sixty- 
four  acres  of  the  farm,  Feb.  21, 1857,  which  they  sold 
some  time  afterwards,  including  the  homestead  to 


Breinig.  Henry  moved  to  Berks  County,  and  sub- 
sequently returned  to  the  old  farm  and  settled  upon 
a  tract  of  ten  acres,  where  he  died  in  1835.  He  had 
twelve  children,  six  sons — Charles,  Stephen,  David, 
Henrj,  William,  and  Reuben — and  six  daughters, — 
Esther,  Sarah,  Deborah,  Elizabeth,  Mary,  and  Chris- 
tiana. 

Charles,  Stephen,  and  Reuben  ■  at  an  early  age 
settled  in  New  York  City,  where  they  engaged  in  the 
wholesale  grocery  business,  which  they  carried  on 
successfully  for  many  years.  Charles  was  married  to 
Anna  M.  Havermyer,  a  sister  of  ex-Mayor  William 
F.  Havermyer,  Esq.,  of  New  York  City.  The  three 
brothers  died  in  the  city  of  New  York.  David  moved 
to  Crawford  County,  where  he  is  still  living.  Henry 
settled  in  Hamburg,  Berks  Co.,  where  he  died  many 
years  ago. 

William  moved  to  Tiffin,  Ohio ;  .served  in  the  civil 
war,  and  died  while  a  soldier.  Esther,  the  oldest 
daughter,  was  married  to  Peter  Steckel ;  preferred  to 
reside  with  the  Steckel  family.  Sarah  was  married  to 
Charles  Ruch,  a  descendant  of  the  Rush  family,  which 
settled  at  Ruchville,  in  North  Whitehall.  He  bought 
his  father-in-law's  tract,  and  died  there  in  1854, 
leaving  seven  children, — six  sons,  to  wit :  Henry, 
Allen,  Stephen,  Solomon,  Reuben,  and  Edwin,  all  of 
whom  reside  out  of  the  township,  except  Solomon, 
who  is  married  into  the  Schaadt  family;  and  one 
daughter,  Sarah,  intermarried  with  John  J.  Reil, 
living  at  Scranton,  with  whom  the  Widow  Ruch  now 
resides. 

Deborah,  another  daughter  of  Henry  Burkhalter, 
was  intermarried  with  Paul  Newhard,  and  Elizabeth 
with  Joseph  Newhard,  both  of  whom  resided  in  the 
township,  and  of  whom  an  account  is  given  in  the 
sketch  of  the  original  Newhard  family. 

Mary  (intermarried  with  William  Beary),  shortly 
after  her  marriage,  settled  in  Seneca  County,  N.  Y., 
at  the  place  now  known  as  Bearytown,  where  she 
died  many  years  ago. 

Christiana,  the  youngest  daughter  of  Henry  Burk- 
halter, was  married  to  John  K.  Clifton,  and  settled  in 
Northampton  County  ;  descendants  of  this  family  are 
still  living  at  Easton. 

The  first  of  the  Leisenring  family  in  this  section 
was  Johann  Conrad  Leisenring.  He  was  born  at 
Hildeburg  Hause,  April  27,  1727,  and  was  baptized 
June  27,  1727.  He  emigrated  to  this  country,  land- 
ing at  Philadelphia.  He  settled  in  Bucks  County, 
and  subsequently  he  resided  with  the  family  of  Nich- 
olas Seager,  in  Whitehall  township,  for  some  years. 
In  1766  he  took  into  possession  the  Showalter  tract, 
on  the  Lehigh  River,  at  "Siegfried's  Ferry,''  and 
bought  this  tract,  containing  one  hundred  and  fifty 
acres,  from  them  April  1,  1771.  He  also  obtained  a 
patent,  dated  Feb.  19,  1788,  for  a  tract  of  sixty-two 
and  one-half  acres,  adjoining  the  Showalter  tract  on 
the  north.  The  first  house  built  here  was  of  stone, 
erected  in   1760,  by  Joseph   Showalter,  which  was 
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taken  down  by  Jobann  Conrad  Leisenring,  and  a  new 
stone  house  erected  by  him  on  the  same  site  in  1796, 
which  is  still  standing,  and  occupied  by  the  Leisen- 
ring family.  The  spring-house,  partly  stone  and 
partly  log,  was  built  by  Johann  Conrad  Leisenring  in 
1786,  and  is  still  in  use.  The  barn  now  on  the  premises 
was  built  by  Conrad  Leisenring  in  1794.  The  other 
stone  house,  now  occupied  by  the  Leisenring  family, 
was  built  by  Conrad  Leisenring  in  1816.  Across  the 
road  at  this  place  is  a  log  house,  painted  red,  of  which 
there  is  no  record,  but  evidently  built  by  the  Show- 
alters  many  years  ago. 

On  this  tract  are  located  a  number  of  springs,  one 
at  each  of  the  old  houses,  and  others  along  the  course 
towards  the  Lehigh  River.  The  water  is  used  in  irri- 
gating the  meadow-land  on  this  and  adjoining  tracts, 
the  water  rights  being  reserved  by  the  adjoining 
owners.  The  Showalter  family  moved  to  Virginia 
after  selling  their  land  to  Johann  Conrad  Leisenring. 

Johann  Conrad  Leisenring  died  prior  to  the  time 
of  the  Revolutionary  war.  His  son,  Conrad,  then  at 
the  age  of  seventeen  years,  living  with  and  supporting 
his  mother,  was  taken  with  his  team  to  the  war,  in 
which  he  served  as  teamster  for  a  number  of  years. 
Peter  and  John,  sons  of  Conrad  Leisenring,  served  in 
the  cavalry  of  Capt.  Peter  Ruch  in  the  war  of  1812. 
Of  the  survivors  of  the  Leisenring  family  in  the  town- 
ship are  William  Leisenring,  of  Whitehall  Station ; 
Catharine,  Lydia,  and  Edward,  still  living  at  the  old 
homestead  ;  Mrs.  George  Daniel,  and  others  residing 
in  the  vicinity. 

Of  the  other  original  families  in  the  upper  part  of 
the  township  may  be  mentioned  Ulrich  Flickinger, 
who  obtained  patents,  dated  May  22,  1762,  for  three 
hundred  and  two  acres  of  land  at  Mill  Creek.  He 
shortly  afterwards  sold  his  land  and  moved  to  the 
State  of  New  York.  John  Koch,  of  Allentown,  now 
owns  a  large  portion  of  this  tract. 

Also  George  Ringer,  who  obtained  warrants  for  one 
hundred  and  eleven  acres  of  land  on  Mill  Creek,  in 
the  northeastern  limits  of  the  township.  The  de- 
scendants of  this  family  still  live  in  the  township. 

On  this  original  Ringer  tract  a  stone  grist-  and  saw- 
mill was  erected  by  Leonard  Miller,  about  the  year 
1804.  It  was  subsequently  owned  by  Jacob  Steckel, 
John  Deichman,  and  Abraham  Yellis,  and  the  latter 
of  whom,  in  1855,  rebuilt  the  mill,  and  it  is  now 
owned  by . 

Michael  Kelchner  obtained  a  patent,  dated  Feb.  18, 
1767,  for  twenty-seven  acres,  near  Egypt.  Among 
his  descendants  is  Augustus  K.  Kelchner,  who  owns  a 
tract  of  land  near  Egypt. 

Michael  Hoffman  landed  at  Philadelphia  from  Ger- 
many Oct.  11,  1732,  and  shortly  after  removed  to  the 
territory  that  later  became  Whitehall,  and  located 
two  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  land  along  Indian  or 
Coplay  Creek,  taking  out  his  warrants  on  the  16th 
of  November,  1744.  Feb.  16,  1763,  received  the 
patents.     The  land  is   now   owned  by  Samuel  Butz 


and  Adam  Shirer.  Michael  Hoffman  left  two  sons, 
John  and  Michael,  who  continued  to  occupy  the  tract 
bought  by  their  father.  John  had  two  sons — Peter 
and  Joel — and  two  daughters, — Caroline,  who  became 
the  wife  of  Henry  Guth,  and  Lydia,  who  married 
Joseph  Long.  Eli  Hoffman,  now  living  at  Allen- 
town,  is  the  only  survivor  of  Peter  Hoffman's  family. 
.  The  family  of  Michael  Hoffman,  son  of  Michael,  emi- 
grated to  the  Western  States. 

The  farm  of  John  Hoffman  was  later  owned  by  his 
son,  Peter,  and  now  belongs  to  Samuel  Butz,  of  Allen- 
town,  and  the  part  that  was  inherited  by  Michael  be- 
longs to  Adam  Shirer. 

William  Allen  obtained  from  the  proprietaries  a 
tract  of  four  hundred  and  fifty  acres  in  the  upper  part 
of  the  township  along  the  Lehigh  River,  Dec.  12, 
1759.  He  shortly  after  sold  this  tract  in  small  par- 
cels to  Joseph  Showalter,  Christopher  Kern,  George 
Koehler,  and  Joseph  Bosler. 

John  Jacob  Schreiber,  the  ancestor  of  the  Schreiber 
family  of  Lehigh  County,  was  born  in  Niederbrunn, 
province  of  Alsace,  in  the  early  part  of  the  eighteenth 
century. 

In  a  record,  written  by  himself,  it  is  stated  that  he 
was  married  to  Anna  Roth,  of  the  same  province,  on 
the  28th  day  of  April,  1733,  and  on  the  4th  of  May. 
following  they  set  sail  in  the  ship  "  Hope,"  of  Lon- 
don, Daniel  Reid,  master,  from  Rotterdam,  last  from 
Cowes,  for  America,  and 'landed,  with  two  hundred 
and  twenty-five  others,  at  Philadelphia  on  the  28th  of 
August,  1733. 

It  is  stated  in  his  record  that  they  lived'  for  some 
time  in  Schippach  township  (now  Montgomery  Coun- 
ty), but  the  date  and  time  are  not  given.  From 
Schippach  they  removed  to  Lehigh  County,  and  lo- 
cated on  the  west  bank  of  the  Lehigh  River,  where 
the  village  of  Coplay  now  is.  Here  he  located  four 
hundred  acres  of  land. 

In  a  record  kept  by  his  son,  Philip  Jacob,  we  have 
the  following : 

"  I,  Philip  Jacob  Schreiber,  was  born  on  the  18th 
day  of  June,  1736,  in  Schippach  township,  Philadel- 
phia Co.,  and  was  baptized  on  the  15th  of  June  in 
the  same  year."  Tradition  says  that  this  son  was  five 
or  six  years  old  when  the  family  took  up  their  abode 
in  Lehigh  County. 

Catherine  Maria  Magdelen  was  born  on  the  6th  of 
January,  1737.  The  date  of  heiibaptism  is  not  given, 
but  her  sponsors  were  John  Schuck  and  his  wife, 
Anna  Maria.  She  was  married  to  a  son  of  Peter 
Troxel,  with  whom  she  moved  to  the  State  of  Mary- 
land, and  settled  near  Hagerstown. 

John  George,  the  youngest  child  of  John  Jacob, 
was  born  on  the  6th  of  December,  1739.  He  was 
baptized  on  the  2d  of  April,  1740.  His  sponsors  were 
George  Ruch  and  Eve  Catherine,  wife  of  Michael 
Hoffman.  He  was  married  to  Elizabeth  Julianna 
Deshler,  and  lived  in  Allentown  up  to  the  time  of  his 
death.    He  left  no  issue. 
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John  Jacob  Schreiber  died  a  comparatively  young 
man.  He  is  buried  in  the  graveyard  at  the  Egypt 
Church.  His  widow  afterwards  married  Peter  Troxel, 
the  father  of  her  son-in-law. 

In  the  year  1756  or  1757  his  eldest  son,  Philip 
Jacob,  became  the  possessor  of  the  homestead,  which 
he  held  up  to  the  time  of  his  death. 

On  the  1st  day  of  May,  1759,  he  was  married  to 
Catherine  Elizabeth  Kern,  with  whom  he  had  eleven 
children,  of  which  three  died  young.  He  died  on  the 
5th  of  April,  1813,  in  the  seventy-eighth  year  of  his 
age.  His  wife  survived  him,  and  died  on  the  3d  of 
November,  1819.  Both  are  buried  at  the  Egypt 
Church.     Their  children  were  : 

1.  Eve  Catherine,  born  on  the  7th  of  May,  1761; 
baptized  on  the  24th  of  May  in  the  same  year.  Her 
sponsors  were  Peter  Burghalter,  George  Schreiber, 
Christopher  Kern,  Margaret  Kern,  Julian  Deschler, 
and  Julian  Hofiman.  She  was  married  to  Jacob 
Mickley,  with  whom  she  had  sons  and  daughters. 
The  late  Joseph  Mickley,  of  Philadelphia,  a  promi- 
nent antiquarian  and  numismatist,  was  her  son. 

2.  John  Peter,  born  on  the  27th  of  May,  1763.  He 
was  baptized  on  the  21st  of  September,  1763.  His 
sponsors  were  George  Koehler,  Peter  Deshler,  Mar- 
garet, wife  of  Jacob  Kern,  and  Eve,  a  single  daugh- 
ter of  Jacob  Fatzinger.  He  was  married  to  Susanna 
Deshler,  with  whom  he  had  two  daughters.  Mrs. 
Aaron  Dech,  of  Rittersville,  is  his  daughter.  He 
became  the  possessor  of  a  part  of  his  father's  farm, 
where  he  died  on  the  24th  of  August,  1834. 

3.  Maria  Magdelen,  born  on  the  29th  of  January, 
1767 ;  baptized  on  the  12th  of  April  in  the  same  year. 
Her  sponsors  were  Peter  Deschler  and  Maria  Eliza- 
beth Schreiber.  She  was  married  to  Peter  Deschler, 
with  whom  she  had  two  sons  and  two  daughters. 

4.  Barbara,  born  on  the  12th  of  July,  1769;  bap- 
tized on  the  1st  of  August,  1769.  Her  sponsors  were 
Christopher  Kern  and  Catherine,  a  single  daughter  of 
Jacob  Kern.  She  was  married  to  Henry  Miller,  with 
whom  she  had  three  sons  and  two  daughters.  Isaac 
Miller,  of  Weaversville,  Northampton  Co.,  is  her  son. 

5.  Susanna,  born  on  the  14th  of  July,  1777 ;  bap- 
tized on  the  24th  of  August  of  the  same  year.  Her 
sponsors  were  Christopher  Kern  and  his  wife,  Cath- 
erine. She  was  married  to  Peter  Ruoh  (who  served  as 
captain  of  a  cavalry  company  at  Marcus  Hook 
during  the  war  of  1.812),  with  whom  she  had  four 
sons  and  one  daughter.  Capt.  Thomas  Ruch,  of 
Whitehall,  is  her  son,  and  Mrs.  Stephen  Graff,  of 
Ballietsville,  her  daughter. 

6.  Jacob,  born  Jan.  3,  1780 ;  baptized  on  the  27th 
of  February  in  the  same  year.  His  sponsors  were 
Peter  Deschler  and  his  wife,  Magdelen.  He  was 
married  to  Eve  Catherine,  a  daughter  of  Conrad 
Leisenring,  with  whom  he  had  two  sons  and  six 
daughters.  He  became  the  possessor  of  the  Schreiber 
homestead,  where  he  died  on  Christmas-day,  1865, 
aged  eighty-six  years,  less  ten  days. 


7.  Elizabeth,  born  on  the  7th  of  September,  1782; 
baptized  on  the  3d  of  November  in  the  same  year. 
Her  sponsors  were  Jacob  Kern  and  his  wife,  Marga- 
ret. She  was  married  to  John  Balliet,  with  whom 
she  had  seven  sons  and  two  daughters.  They  re- 
moved at  an  early  date  to  Northumberland  County, 
this  State,  where  many  of  her  offspring  still  reside. 

8.  Daniel,  born  on  the  4th  of  June,  1785 ;  baptized 
on  the  24th  of  July  in  the  same  year.  His  sponsors 
were  Christopher  Kern  and  his  wife,  Catherine.  He 
was  married  on  the  19th  of  June,  1808,  to  Barbara, 
daughter  of  Conrad  Leisenring,  with  whom  he  had 
four  sons  and  five  daughters.  The  sons  were  Reuben, 
Aaron,  Daniel,  and  David, — all  deceased  but  Aaron, 
who  lives  at  Coplay.  He  died  on  the  9th  of  Decem- 
ber, 1857,  aged  seventy-two  years,  five  months,  and 
seven  days. 

Jacob  Schreiber,  son  of  Philip  Jacob,  who  got  to 
be  the  possessor  of  the  original  Schreiber  homestead, 
the  husband  of  Eve  Catherine  Leisenring,  was  the 
father  of  the  following-named  children  : 

1.  Anna,  married  to  Jacob  Roth,  with  whom  she 
had  quite  a  number  of  children.  Josiah  Roth,  of 
Whitehall  Station,  is  her  son. 

2.  Salome  was  married  to  Jacob  Dillinger,  a  sub- 
ject of  a  sketch  elsewhere  (in  connection  with  a  his- 
tory of  the  Allentown  National  Bank).  She  sur- 
vives her  husband  and  one  daughter,  and  has  three 
living  sons. 

3.  Edward,  born  on  the  6th  of  May,  1807.  He  was 
married  to  Magdelen  Laubach  on  the  26th  of  March, 
1833,  with  whom  he  had  six  children, — three  sons  and 
three  daughters.  He  received  one-half  of  his  father's 
farm,  erected  the  necessary  buildings,  and  followed 
farming  for  some  years.  He  built  a  distillery,  and 
for  some  time  was  quite  extensively  engaged  in  that 
business.  Later  he  purchased  a  farm  and  mill  in 
Salisbury  township,  on  the  Little  Lehigh  River, 
known  as  the  Edleman  property,  where  he  carried  on 
farming  and  the  manufacture  of  flour  quite  exten- 
sively. He  took  a  great  interest  in  fine  blooded  stock 
of  all  kinds,  and  was  the  owner  of  some  of  the  finest 
Durhams  in  the  State.  In  the  spring  of  1869  he 
traveled  over  Europe,  and  visited  Niederbrunn,  the 
home  of  his  ancestors.  He  purchased  in  the  city  of 
Paris,  France,  six  of  the  finest  Percheron  horses  he 
could  find,  brought  them  home  for  his  own  use,  and 
kept  them  on  his  farm  up  to  the  time  of  his  death. 
He  located  five  thousand  acres  of  land  in  Northern 
Minnesota,  where  the  Northern  Pacific  Railroad 
crosses  the  Red  River,  at  the  city  of  Morehead,  which 
is  now  owned  and  cultivated  by  his  eldest  sou,  Frank 
J.  Schreiber.  He  traveled  quite  extensively  through- 
out the  United  States,  which  gave  him  much  prac- 
tical information.  He  was  a  man  of  much  experience 
and  more  than  ordinary  enterprise.  He  died  on  the 
16th  of  September,  1871. 

4.  Catherine,  married  to  Joseph  Eberhard,  with 
whom  she  has  two   daughters.     She   lives  with   her 
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husband   on   a   farm    situated   in   North   Whitehall 
township,  on  the  banks  of  the  Coplay  Creek. 

5.  Maria.  This  daughter  is  married  to  the  Rev. 
Alfred  J.  G.  Dubbs,  pastor  of  Salem's  Reformed 
Church,  in  the  city  of  Allentown,  where  she,  with  her 
husband,  have  resided  since  the  year  1867. 

6.  Owen  L.,  born  on  the  9th  of  July,  1820,  married 
to  Louisa  S.,  eldest  daughter  of  Rev.  Joseph  S.  Dubbs, 
D.D.,  on  the  23d  of  December,  1847,  with  whom  he 
has  four  children,  one  son  and  three  daughters.  He 
lives  on  a  farm,  near  the  village  of  Coplay,  which  is  a 
part  of  the  original  tract  owned  by  his  grandfather, 
Philip  Jacob  Schreiber.  He  is  a  fancier  of  blooded 
stock,  and  is  the  owner  of  one  of  the  finest  herds  of 
Devon  cows  in  the  State. 

7.  Eliza  Julia.  This  daughter  is  married  to  Aaron 
G.  Reninger,  with  whom  she  has  five  children,  three 
sons  and  two  daughters.  Her  husband  is  engaged  in 
the  mercantile  business  in  the  city  of  Allentown. 

8.  Malvina.  This  the  youngest  daughter  was  never 
married.  She  remained  with  her  aged  parents  and 
cared  for  their  wants  up  to  the  time  of  their  death, 
when  she  took  up  her  residence  with  her  brother, 
Owen  L.  Schreiber,  where  she  died  on  the  8th  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1875. 

The  Schreiber  family  strictly  adhered  to  the  church 
of  their  fathers.  There  is  not  a  single  one,  at  this 
time,  bearing  the  family  name  who  is  not  a  member 
of  the  Reformed  Church. 

George  Frederick  Newhard,  the  first  of  this  family 
in  the  township,  was  born  at  Zweibriicken,  on  the 
Rhine.  He  emigrated  to  this  country  in  the  "Saint 
Andrew"  galley,  John  Stedman,  master,  from  Rot- 
terdam, last  from  Cowes,  with  four  hundred  and  fifty 
persons,  landing  at  Philadelphia  Sept.  26,  1737.  He 
settled  in  Whitehall  township,  and  in  1742  obtained  a 
warrant  for  two  hundred  and  three  acres  of  land  along 
the  Coplay  Creek.  In  1746  he  bought  two  hundred 
and  fifty  acres  of  land  along  the  Jordan  Creek,  from 
John  Eastburn.  Here  he  settled  and  erected  a  log 
house,  near  the  present  mill-dam,  in  which  he  lived 
until  the  time  of  his  death,  in  1770.  He  had  nine 
children,  five  sons,  to  wit:  Frederick,  Lawrence, 
Christopher,  Daniel,  and  Peter,  and  four  daughters, 
to  wit:  Juliana  (wife  of  Stephen  Snyder,  herein  else- 
where referred  to),  Salome  (wife  of  Mathias  Albert), 
Sophia,  and  Elizabeth  Barbara. 

By  deed  of  release  Frederick  and  Lawrence,  two 
of  the  sons,  obtained  the  above  tract  of  two  hundred 
and  fifty  acres,  as  also  an  adjoining  tract  of  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty-one  acres,  for  which  their  father  had 
in  his  lifetime  obtained  a  warrant. 

The  other  children  of  George  Frederick  Newhard 
continued  to  live  in  this  immediate  vicinity.  A  pat- 
ent was  issued  to  Dauiel,  dated  Oct.  16,  1788,  for 
eighty-six  acres,  adjoining  tracts  of  Michael  Kolb 
and  Adam  Miller,  and  which  was  afterwards  owned 
by  Godfrey  Knauss  and  Henry  Schneider. 

Peter  bought  an   undivided  portion  of  the  Giles 


Winsor  farm,  along  the  Lehigh  River,  which  is  now 
owned  by  Jonathan  Stemer.  Frederick  and  Law- 
rence owned  their  tracts  jointly  until  March  10, 1789, 
when  by  deed  of  partition  of  that  date  between  them 
Frederick  took  the  northeastern  portion,  including 
the  homestead,  and  Lawrence  the  southeastern 
portion. 

Frederick  occupied  his  tract  until  his  death,  in 
1794.  He  left  nine  children, — seven  sons,  to  wit : 
Daniel,  Henry,  Peter,  George  Adam,  Abraham, 
Frederick,  and  John,  and  two  daughters, — Catharine 
(wife  of  Jacob  Strauss)  and  Elizabeth.  Of  these, 
Henry,  Peter,  and  Jacob  Strauss  moved  to  Monroe 
County,  John  to  Montour  County,  and  Abraham  and 
Frederick  to  Ohio,  Elizabeth  died  single,  George 
Adam  bought  a  tract  of  land  known  as  the  "  Church 
Land,"  in  the  "  Moyer  Valley."  He  had  four  daugh- 
ters,— Elizabeth  (wife  of  Michael  Minnich,  who  now 
owns  and  occupies  the  original  LynfordLardner  tract 
("  Grouse  Hall"),  along  the  Jordan,  in  South  White- 
hall), Abbie  (wife  of  Solomon  George),  Lydia  (wife 
of  Daniel  George,  who  moved  to  the  Western  States), 
and  Esther  (wife  of  George  Albright,  who  settled  in 
Northumberland  County). 

Daniel,  the  eldest  son  of  Frederick  Newhard,  ac- 
quired the  homestead  of  his  father  Nov.  13,  1795, 
and  held  it  until  his  death,  Sept.  14,  1840.  He  left 
eight  children,  to  wit :  Jonathan,  Charles,  Abraham, 
Henry,  James,  Reuben,  Anna  (wife  of  John  Marcks), 
and  Catharine.  Of  these,  Reuben,  Jonathan,  and 
Henry  occupied  the  land  with  the  homestead,  which 
is  still  owned  by  their  families.  Charles  bought  a 
tract  in  South  Whitehall ;  James  settled  near  Egypt  ; 
Abraham  and  Jonathan  settled  on  the  old  homestead. 
The  southeastern  portion  of  the  original  George 
Frederick  Newhard  tract  was  owned  by  his  son,  Law- 
rence, until  his  death,  in  1817.  He  had  ten  children, 
to  wit :  Frederick,  Christian,  John  Jacob,  Peter, 
John,  David,  Daniel,  Elizabeth  (wife  of  John  Moll, 
who  lived  at  Allentown),  Anna  Maria  (wife  of  Daniel 
Yundt),  and  Sally  (wife  of  John  Yundt).  Of  these, 
the  first  named  moved  West.  Peter  was  a  blacksmith 
by  trade,  and  settled  in  Allentown,  where  his  de- 
scendants are  still  living.  John  moved  to  Allentown, 
where  he  died  in  1850,  at  the  age  of  sixty-seven  years. 
He  had  two  sons — Paul  and  Joseph — and  four  daugh- 
ters, to  wit:  Deborah  (wife  of  Thomas  Clark,  who 
settled  in  the  township),  Eliza  (wife  of  Seligman 
Butz,  who  moved  West),  Caroline  (wife  of  Jones 
George,  of  Allentown),  and  Elenora(wife  of  William 
Mullen). 

Paul  bought  the  original  Philip  Verbal  tract,  along 
the  Jordan,  and  parts  of  tracts  of  Jacob  Wertz, 
Stephen  Snyder,  and  Daniel  Newhard,  which  he  oc- 
cupied until  the  time  of  his  death,  in  1858,  at  the  age 
of  forty-nine  years.  At  the  time  of  his  death  he  left 
two  sons, — Franklin  J.  and  Lewis  P.  By  proceedings 
in  partition,  Franklin  J.  accepted  the  whole  tract  of 
land,  and  subsequently  sold  a  portion  of  it  to  his 
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brother,  Lewis  P.,  which  they  still  own.  In  1875, 
Franklin  J.  Newhard  was  elected  clerk  of  the  Court 
of  Quarter  Sessions  and  Oyer  and  Terminer  of  the 
county,  and  health  officer  for  three  years.  He  is  now 
secretary  of  the  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company  of 
Lehigh  County. 

Joseph,  the  other  son  of  John  Newhard,  accepted 
his  father's  farm,  and  lived  at  the  old  homestead, 
above  the  mill,  until  his  death,  in  1868,  aged  fifty- 
eight  years.  He  left  surviving  one  daughter, — Susan 
(intermarried  with  Franklin  Koehler,  who  now  owns 
and  occupies  the  old  John  Newhard  tract). 

Daniel,  the  other  son  of  Lawrence  Newhard,  ac- 
quired his  father's  homestead,  which  he  occupied 
until  his  death.  His  widow  still  owns  the  old  house. 
He  had  four  sons — Manasses  (now  living  at  Wilkes- 
barre),  Menoni,  Edwin  C.  D.  (who  is  dead),  and 
Lawrence  J.  (now  living  at  Allentown) — and  two 
daughters,  who  moved  out  of  the  township. 

On  the  Lawrence  Newhard  tract  is  erected  a  stone 
grist-mill.  In  the  partition  proceedings  between  Fred- 
erick and  Lawrence  Newhard  in  1789,  the  rights  are 
reserved  by  Lawrence  for  a  mill-dam  and  mill-race 
upon  the  land  of  Newhard,  the  mill  not  then  having 
been  built.  In  1790  the  mill  was  erected  by  Lawrence 
Newhard,  which  is  still  standing.  Upon  his  death 
the  mill  property  was  acquired  by  John  and  Daniel, 
his  two  sons.  In  1834,  Daniel  sold  his  share  to  John, 
who  held  it  until  his  death,  in  1850.  Under  proceed- 
ings in  partition  in  the  estate  of  John  Newhard,  the 
mill  was  occupied  by  his  son,  Joseph,  who,  with  his 
brother-in-law,  Tilghman  Butz,  carried  on  the  milling 
business  for  some  time.  It  subsequently  passed  into 
the  hands  of  Peter  Both,  who  held  it  until  his  death. 
Shortly  after  this  time  it  was  sold  to  Thomas  Strauss, 
the  present  owner.  The  mill  is  located  on  the  Jordan 
Creek,  which  supplies  the  water-power. 

The  mill  with  the  surrounding  houses  constitute  a 
small  hamlet.  In  1834,  Daniel  Newhard,  having  sold 
his  share  in  the  mill,  erected  a  house  at  this  place, 
and  surrounded  it  with  a  "  clapboard"  fence.  In  this 
he  was  followed  the  same  year  by  his  neighbors,  and 
nearly  the  whole  place  was  inclosed  by  these  paling 
fences,  at  that  time  seldom  used.  David  Newhard, 
then  living  at  Hamburg,  Berks  Co.,  paid  his  brother 
at  the  grist-mill  a  visit,  and,  being  impressed  with  the 
novelty  of  these  fences,  called  the  place  "  Clapboard 
Town,"  the  name  which  it  bears  to  this  day. 

The  houses  at  this  place,  with  few  exceptions,  were 
erected  by  the  Newhard  family  and  their  descendants. 

In  1831,  John  Clark,  a  son-in-law  of  John  New- 
hard,  erected  a  large  house  at  this  place.  This  prop- 
erty was  sold  by  the  sheriflT,  May  6,  1833,  and  bought 
by  John  Newhard  and  others,  and  sold  by  them,  March 
19,  1884,  to  Christian  Copp.  The  same  year  Copp 
petitioned  the  court  for  a  hotel  license  at  this  place, 
which  was  granted,  and  the  house  was  known  as  the 
California  Hotel  for  many  years.  His  successors  in 
the  hotel   business   were   Jesse   Ochs,   John   Yund, 


Charles  Reinsmith,  Capt.  Weiand,  Samuel  Funk, 
and  Peter  Roth,  the  latter  abandoning  the  hotel  some 
years  ago.  The  house  is  now  occupied  by  the  widow 
of  Peter  Roth  as  a  dwelling. 

Godfrey  Knauss  the  elder  settled  on  the  Jordan 
Creek,  at  the  place  now  known  as  Shreversville.  He 
was  living  in  this  township  before  1753,  as  in  that 
year  he  was  appointed  by  the  court  of  Northampton 
County  the  constable  of  Whitehall  township  upon  its 
organization.  He  obtained  three  patents,  Jan.  12, 
1763,  for  two  hundred  and  thirty-five  acres  of  land. 
Upon  this  tract  he  lived  till  his  death,  which  is  not 
known.  He  was  buried  on  his  own  farm,  in  the 
orchard.  He  also  purchased  land  near  what  is  now 
Slatington,  adjoining  Nicholas  Kern,  who  had  settled 
in  this  township  in  1735,  and  moved  to  this  place  in 
1737.  Prior  to  his  death,  July  10, 1771,  he  sold  to  his 
son,  Godfrey  Knauss,  two  hundred  and  seven  acres  of 
this  land  for  six  hundred  pounds,  payable  in  install- 
ments of  fifty  pounds  per  year.  He  left  surviving 
six  children,  four  sons — George  Frederick,  Philip, 
Godfrey,  and  Paul — and  two  daughters, — Eve  Cath- 
arine and  Mrs.  Felix  Griesemer,  who  lived  in  South 
Whitehall.  George  Frederick,  Philip,  and  Paul 
Knauss,  sons  of  Godfrey  the  elder,  and  brothers  of 
Godfrey  Knauss,  Jr.,  removed  to  other  parts  of  the 
county.  Eve  Catharine  Knauss,  their  sister,  was  born 
in  1750,  and  married  George  Yundt,  son  of  Jacob 
Yundt,  who  settled  on  the  Lehigh  River.  She  died 
April  22,  1818,  aged  sixty-seven  years.  Of  these, 
Godfrey  was  born  July  15,  1742,  and  settled  upon  the 
homestead.  He  patented  on  the  27th  of  May,  1789, 
a  tract  of  thirty-two  acres  adjoining.  His  death  oc- 
curred Feb.  15,  1806.  He  was  a  blacksmith  by  trade, 
and  had  a  shop  at  what  is  now  known  as  Knauss' 
Bridge,  over  the  Jordan.  He  carried  on  business  at 
this  place  for  thirty  years,  as  appears  by  his  account- 
book  kept  in  German,  which  is  still  in  existence. 
His  accounts  commence  in  1770,  and  contain  the 
names  of  most  of  the  families  living  at  that  time  in 
the  township.  During  the  time  of  the  Revolution 
the  entries  for  several  years  are  few.  In  1797  he 
erected  the  stone  barn  still  standing,  and  subse- 
quently the  dwelling-house.  He  left  surviving  six 
children,  one  son — Jonathan — and  five  daughters, — 
Saloma,  Maria,  Catharine,  Hannah,  and  Magdalene. 
Jonathan  was  born  Oct.  18,  1778,  married  Elizabeth 
Faust,  daughter  of  Jonas  Faust,  and  upon  his  father's 
death,  in  1806,  he  purchased  the  interest  of  the  heirs 
in  the  homestead,  where  he  continued  to  live  until  his 
death,  March  22,  1826. .  He  left  twelve  children,  of 
whom  Reuben  lives  near  the  old  homestead;  Edward, 
Joseph,  Jonathan,  and  Peter  moved  to  Allentown ; 
William  w.as  a  volunteer  in  the  Mexican  war,  and 
died  at  New  Orleans  on  his  way  to  the  seat  of  war  ; 
Sarah,  wife  of  Henry  Hisky,  settled  near  the  home- 
stead, where  she  died ;  Adaline  became  the  wife  of 
Augustus  L.  Ruhe,  of  Allentown,  and  settled  in  that 
city;  Mary,  wife  of  David  Stemm,  also  settled  in  that 
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city,  where  for  many  years  her  husband  kept  the 
American  Hotel,  and  became  sheriff  of  Lehigh 
County,  and  subsequently  removed  to  Pliiladelphia, 
where  he  still  lives;  Magdalena  married  Henry 
Schaadt,  and  in  the  division  of  property  of  her  father 
accepted  the  homestead  of  her  father,  Dec.  9,  1831, 
where  she  settled.  They  had  nine  children,— Wil- 
liam, Henry,  Monroe,  John,  Esther,  Magdalene, 
Eliza,  Christiana,  and  Mary  Ann.  William  and 
Henry  bought  their  farm  in  North  Whitehall,  where 
they  located.  Monroe  acquired  the  old  Godfrey 
Knauss  homestead,  which  is  still  owned  and  occupied 
by  him  ;  John  became  the  owner  of  a  portion  of  his 
father's  land,  and  resides  in  AUentown  ;  Esther  mar- 
ried David  Troxell ;  Magdalene  became  the  wife  of  A. 
G.  Balliet,  of  AUentown  ;  Eliza,  wife  of  Reuben  Kam- 
men,  and  resides  in  Luzerne  County  ;  Christiana  mar- 
ried Franklin  J.  Newhard,  and  resides  in  the  township  ; 
and  Mary  Ann  married  Solomon  Euch,  and  lives  with 
her  mother  on  a  portion  of  the  original  tract. 

Of  the  daughters  of  Godfrey  Knauss,  Jr.,  and 
sisters  of  Jonathan,  Soloma  was  intermarried  with 
Frederick  Biery,  who  engaged  in  farming  in  the 
township  for  some  years,  and  subsequently,  March 
29, 1805,  purchased  land  that  now  embraces  a  portion 
of  the  site  of  Catasauqua.  Maria  became  the  wife 
of  Peter  Mark,  who  resided  on  a  portion  of  the  orig- 
inal Jacob  Wertz  tract,  herein  elsewhere  referred  to. 
Catharine  was  married  to  John  Keichley,  who  resided 
in  the  township,  whose  descendants  are  still  residents 
in  the  vicinity.  Among  them  are  Edwin  and  Stephen 
Keichley,  Soloma  (widow  of  Jonas  Biery,  of  Catasau- 
qua), Lovina  (widow  of  Nathan  Frederick,  of  Allen- 
town),  Kebecca  (wife  of  Adam  Moyer),  and  Mary 
Keichley,  of  AUentown.  Hannah,  the  daughter  of 
Godfrey  Knauss,  Jr.,  was  married  to  Abram  Zerfass, 
and  in  1819  moved  to  New  York.  Magdalene,  an- 
other daughter,  became  the  wife  of  George  Knauss. 
Their  descendants  reside  in  South  Whitehall. 

Daniel  Roth  emigrated  from  Switzerland  and  landed 
in  Philadelphia  in  1740,  then  fifteen  years  of  age. 
He  came  to  this  section  with  the  early  settlers  and 
located  on  the  Jordan  Creek.  While  yet  in  his 
minority  he  obtained  a  warrant  in  right  of  Peter 
Troxell  for  one  hundred  and  three  acres  of  land,  and 
subsequently  three  warrants  in  his  own  name  for  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land.  Here  he  engaged 
in  farming,  and  built  the  first  log  house  on  the  tract 
now  known  as  the  Bortz  or  Lichtenwallner,  and  in 
1793  built  the  second  house,  which  was  of  stone,  two 
stories  high,  and  still  standing.  He  died  Feb.  22, 
1817,  at  the  age  of  ninety-three  years.  He  had  nine 
children,  six  sons— Jacob,  Peter,  John,  Henry,  Dan- 
iel, Abraham— and  three  daughters,— Maria  Eve, 
Barbara,  and  Catharine. 

Jacob  married  a  daughter  of  Michael  Culp,  and 
purchased,  March  10,  1813,  the  Culp  tract,  where  he 
settled.  He  had  seven  children,— Daniel,  Peter, 
Jacob,  John,  Jeremiah,  Catharine,  and  Maria.     Dan- 


iel settled  in  the  township,  acquired  fifty  acres  of  his 
grandfather,  and  also  portion  of  the  tracts  of  Adam 
Miller,  Jacob  Mickley,  and  Henry  Biery,  in  all  one 
hundred  and  forty  acres,  a  portion  of  which  is  also 
owned  by  his  son,  Edwin  Roth,  and  the  remainder  by 
Lewis  Bogh.  Peter,  son  of  Jacob,  bought  portions  of 
the  Culp  and  Blank  tracts,  where  he  resided  for  some 
years.  He  afterwards  moved  to  Clapboard  Town, 
where  he  purchased  the  grist-mill  and  hotel,  where 
he  died.  The  hotel  property  is  still  owned  by  his 
widow,  and  the  mill  by  Thomas  Strauss.  John  Roth, 
son  of  Jacob,  bought  his  father's  farm,  where  he 
died.  He  had  one  daughter,  Adaline,  who  is  the 
wife  of  Charles  Henninger,  by  whom  the  farm  was 
inherited  and  is  still  owned. 

Jacob,  son  of  Jacob,  married  Anna,  daughter  of 
Jacob  Schreiber,  and  lived  in  the  township  at  Mick- 
ley's  Church. 

Catharine,  daughter  of  Jacob  Roth,  married  Jona- 
than Marcks,  settled  in  South  Whitehall,  where  she 
is  still  living. 

Maria  became  the  wife  of  Solomon  Kemerer,  and 
settled  on  Coplay  Creek,  on  a  portion  of  the  Adam 
Deshler  tract. 

Peter,  son  of  Jacob,  settled  in  South  Whitehall 
township,  was  a  soldier  in  the  war  of  1812,  and  was 
in  the  expedition  to  Marcus  Hook.  Among  his  sons 
were  John,  who  inherited  the  homestead,  where  he 
died,  leaving  three  children, — Paul,  Polly  (Mrs.  Jona- 
than Semmel),  Mary  (Mrs.  Abraham  Worman),  who, 
with  their  descendants,  still  own  a  portion  of  the 
Daniel  Roth  tract. 

Daniel,  son  of  Daniel,  was  a  soldier  in  the  war  of 
the  Revolution,  and  was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Ger- 
mantown.  John,  Henry,  and  Abraham,  sons  of  Dan- 
iel, resided  in  this  vicinity.  Their  descendants  are 
still  living. 

Maria  Eve,  daughter  of  Daniel,  married  Christo- 
pher Freyman,  who  bought  forty-four  acres  of  land 
at  Seiple's  Station,  March  31,  1827,  which  at  that 
time  was  a  wilderness  of  scrub-oak  and  pine  under- 
brush. It  is  now  owned  by  Tilghman  Freyman,  a 
descendant.  They  had  seven  children,  —  Joseph, 
Charles,  Stephen,  Tilghman,  Maria  (wife  of  Freder- 
ick Bader),  Catharine  (wife  of  Joseph  Miller),  and 
Lydia  (wife  of  Hamilton  Patterson,  of  Clapboard 
Town). 

Jacob  Wertz  settled  upon  a  tract  of  three  hundred 
and  eighteen  acres  of  land  along  the  Jordan  Creek. 
Some  time  afterwards  he  obtained  a  warrant  for  this 
same,  dated  Dec.  6,  1749,  which  was  followed  by  pat- 
ent dated  March  5,  1750.  Prior  to  this  time  John 
Aigander  obtained  two  warrants  for  the  same  tract, 
one  dated  Dec.  7, 1734,  the  other  Oct.  12,  1737,  which 
both  became  V9id.  John  Aigander  is  mentioned  in 
the  Egypt  Church  records  in  1733  as  sponsor  at  a 
baptism. 

J'acob  Wertz  sold  this  tract  to  George  Hoffman, 
Sept.  4,  1751,  and   no   further  traces  of  the  Wertz 
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family  are  found  in  the  township.  Jan.  26,  1754, 
George  Hoffman  sold  to  Michael  Harlacher.  Oct.  9, 
1766,  Michael  Harlacher  sold  to  Daniel  Harlacher, 
who  sold  to  Christopher  Blank,  Nov.  27,  1770,  and  no 
further  traces  of  the  Harlacher  family  in  the  town- 
ship remain.  Christopher  Blank  also  obtained  pat- 
ents for  three  other  tracts,  one  adjoining  tract  of 
forty-one  acres  ;  the  other  two  tracts  of  seventy  acres 
adjoined  the  original  Michael  Kolb  and  Adam  Miller 
tract.  Dec.  3, 1790,  he  sold  to  his  son,  Peter,  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  acres  of  the  Wertz  tract  and  fifty 
acres  of  the  seventy-acre  tract.  Of  the  balance  he 
sold,  same  date,  to  his  son,  George  Adam,  seventy- 
five  acres ;  also  to  John  Snell,  Dec.  19, 1778,  one  hun- 
dred and  eighty-three  acres  of  the  Wertz  tract. 

Peter  Blank  sold  to  his  son-in-law,  John  Helffrich, 
June  1,  1799,  his  whole  tract.  John  Helffrich  held 
the  same  until  his  death,  in  1829.  He  had  children, — 
George,  John,  and  Michael  (the  two  latter  never  hav- 
ing been  married),  Lydia  (wife  of  Peter  Eoth),  Ee- 
gina  (wife  of  Daniel  Eoth),  who  both  settled  in  the 
township.  The  other  four  daughters,  after  marriage, 
moved  out  of  the  township. 

George  accepted  the  greater  part  of  his  father's 
land,  and  Peter  Eoth,  a  son-in-law,  accepted  the 
balance,  fifty  acres. 

George  Helffrich  lived  upon  the  tract,  and  engaged 
in  farming  until  his  death.  He  left  surviving  two 
children — Eeuben  and  Mary,  wife  of  Paul  Yundt — 
who  both  settled  in  the  township.  Eeuben  accepted 
the  farm,  which  he  still  holds. 

The  George  Adam  Blank  tract  was  acquired  by  Peter 
Grim,  April  2, 1802.  He  died,  leaving  an  only  daugh- 
ter, intermarried  with  James  Deshler,  to  whom  the 
property  descended.  In  1872,  after  the  death  of  Mrs. 
Deshler,  Eeuben  Helffrich  also  bought  the  mill  prop- 
erty tract  with  fifty-five  acres  of  land. 

The  other  portion  of  the  Wertz  tract  was  sold  by 
John  Snell,  Dec.  19,  1778,  to  Benedict  Weidelinger, 
who  held  it  until  March  10,  1784,  when  he  sold  it  to 
Conrad  Mark,  who  also  bought  a  number  of  tracts  be- 
side. He  settled  upon  this  tract,  and  afterwards  moved 
to  Montgomery  County,  where,  by  accident,  he  lost 
his  life.  He  had  previously  sold  this  tract  to  his  son, 
Peter.  Peter  died,  leaving  seven  children, — Peter, 
Jonathan,  John,  Gideon,  Magdalene  (wife  of  John 
Wenner),  Hannah,  Mary  (wife  of  David  Burkhalter, 
who  settled  in  Crawford  County).  Peter  and  Jona- 
than obtained  the  farm.  Peter  died,  leaving  two 
children, — Jesse,  who  resides  in  Allentown,  and  still 
owns  a  portion  of  the  land,  and  a  daughter,  inter- 
married with  Thomas  Yundt. 

Jonathan  lived  in  South  Whitehall.  His  only  sur- 
viving son,  Francis  J.,  now  owns  the  farm.  John 
settled  in  Macungie,  and  Gideon  in  South  Whitehall, 
where  he  is  still  living. 

On  the  original  Jacob  Wertz  tract  is  located  a  grist- 
mill, now  known  as  Helffrich's  mill. 

The  first  mill  erected  at  this  place  was  a  log  grist- 


and  saw-mill.  In  1751,  Jacob  Wertz  sold  his  tract 
to  George  Hoffman,  "miller."  In  1763,  Hoffinan 
obtained  from  John  Johnson,  of  Germantown,  a  loan 
of  two  hundred  and  fifty  pounds,  and  as  security 
for  the  same  mortgaged  to  Johnson  his  farm.  It 
is  probable  that  at  this  time  (1753)  this  first  mill  was 
erected,  as  it  also  further  appears  that  in  1770  relig- 
ious services  were  held  in  the  "  mill."  This  whole  tract 
of  land  was  for  a  long  time  being  owned  by  one  and 
the  same  person.  No  mention  is  made  of  the  water- 
rights  in  the  conveyances  until  1790,  when  Christo- 
pher Blank  sold  a  "  portion"  of  the  land  to  his  son, 
George  Adam  Blank,  and  received  the  water-right  for 
the  "  mill-race.'' 

In  1807  the  new  stone  grist-mill  was  erected  upon 
the  site  of  the  old  mill  by  Peter  Grim,  the  saw-mill 
being  then  abandoned.  The  only  source  of  power 
for  the  mill  until  1877  was  the  water  from  Helffrich's 
springs  near  by.  In  that  year  Eeuben  Helfirich,  the 
present  owner,  erected  a  dam  in  the  Jordan  Creek 
opposite  the  mill,  thus  running  the  water  from  the 
two  sources  upon  the  same  wheel,  making  an  efficient 
power  throughout  the  whole  year.  The  mill  was  held 
by  the  Grim  and  Deshler  families  until  1872,  when  it 
was  sold  to  Eeuben  Helffrich. 

Upon  the  Helffrich  farm,  close  by  the  mill,  traces  of 
an  old  graveyard  are  still  visible.  Tradition  points 
out  that  the  early  settlers  had  intended  this  place  for 
a  church  and  burial-ground,  for  the  lower  part  of  the 
township,  Egypt  being  in  the  upper  part,  and  Allen- 
town  not  then  being  settled.  Religious  services  were 
held  in  the  mill  and  barn.  A  number  of  graves  are 
still  visible,  over  which  are  erected  red  sandstones  as 
monuments.  The  inscriptions  upon  most  of  these  are 
worn  off  by  exposure  to  the  weather ;  one,  however, 
remains  in  perfect  condition,  the  stone  standing,  with 
the  inscription  on  the  lower  side  as  follows  : 

"  Hir  Kuhet 

*'  Anna  Cadhirina  Mulrin,  ist  geborin  im  jar  a.d.  1733,  \ind  gestorwen 
A.D.  1775,  deu  ISteQ  August!. 

"Mein  leib  ruhet  in  der  erd,  dooh  komt  entlich  auch  die  zeit  das  ilir 
mich  dort  sehen  wert  in  der  froen  ewigkeit." 

Michael  Kolb  obtained  a  warrant,  dated  Nov.  27, 
1787,  for  a  tract  designated  as  "  Rags,"  containing 
one  hundred  and  sixty-seven  acres,  and  had  the  same 
patented  Nov.  14,  1788.  It  was  situated  near  the 
Jordan,  adjoining  lands  of  Stephen  Snyder  and  Chris- 
topher Blank.      He  died  in  1812,  leaving  two  sons 

(Henry  and  Adam)  and  five  daughters, ,  wife 

of  Jacob  Clader,  who  settled  in  Hanover  township  ; 
Catharine,  wife  of  Jacob  Roth,  of  this  township ; 
Barbara,  wife  of  Abraham  Roth,  of  the  same  place; 
Maria,  wife  of  Samuel  Kolb ;  Susanna,  wife  of  Peter 
Wiand.  Henry  occupied  the  farm,  March  10,  1813, 
and  same  year  sold  it  to  James  Roth,  his  brother-in- 
law,  and  Adam  settled  in  Hanover  township.  Some 
of  the  descendants  of  Henry  are  still  living  in  the 
township,  and  own  portions  of  the  original  tract. 

Before  the  proposed  church  was  built  Northamp- 
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ton  (Allentown)  was  settled,  and  ground  donated  by 
James  Allen  to  the  German  Reformed  and  Lutheran 
congregations  for  churches  and  burial-grounds.  After 
this  time  the  church  and  burial-grounds  at  Helffrich's 
were  abandoned. 

Adam  Miller  was  born  in  Europe  in  1721,  at  an 
early  age  emigrated  into  this  country,  and  settled  in 
Whitehall  township.  He  located  and  obtained  war- 
rants and  patents  for  three  tracts  of  land,  one  called 
"Stretford,"  another  "Millhouse,"  the  third  "Mis- 
take," containing  together  two  hundred  and  seventy- 
four  acres,  adjoining  land  of  Jacob  Yund  and  Jacob 
Hartman,  along  the  Lehigh  River.  Prior  to  this  time 
he  treated  with  the  Indians,  who  had  possession  of  the 
land,  and  bought  their  place  for  eight  pounds.  Not 
having  sufficient  funds  to  pay  this,  he  went  to  Durham 
Furnace  and  chopped  wood  to  raise  this  amount,  leav- 
ing his  family  behind  with  the  Indians.  He  built  his 
first  house  at  the  spring,  near  the  present  site  of  the 
Catasauqua  Depot.  He  died  in  1815,  and  is  buried  at 
Egypt  Church.  His  wife,  Anna,  died  in  1775,  and  is 
buried  in  the  old  graveyard  at  Helffrich's  Mill,  where 
the  tombstone  still  contains  the  inscription.  Prior  to 
his  death  he  sold  his  land  to  his  two  sons,  William 
taking  the  lower  JDortion  and  Abraham  the  upper 
portion,  who  held  these  tracts  until  they  died.  Wil- 
liam had  three  sons  (Paul,  William,  and  .Toshua)  and 
six  daughters,  three  of  whom  (Magdalena,  Osman, 
Catharine,  widow  of  Peter  Steckel,  and  Levina  Hess) 
are  still  living,  the  former  two  in  Allentown,  the  latter 
in  Bucks  County. 

Joshua  acquired  most  of  his  father's  land.  He 
lived  at  Biery's  Bridge,  where  he  died  some  years 
ago,  his  widow  still  retaining  the  homestead,  and  a 
portion  of  the  land  divided  among  his  three  children. 
A  large  portion  of  the  original  Miller  tract  is  now 
divided  and  laid  out  in  building  lots,  forming  a  vil- 
lage partly  known  as  West  Catasauqua  and  partly  as 
Pleasant  Hill.  Abraham  Miller  had  several  children. 
This  land  was  divided  between  Peter  and  Joseph,  the 
former  taking  the  homestead  and  larger  tract,  which 
is  now  owned  by  Frederick  Eberhard. 

Stephen  Snyder  settled  in  this  township  prior  to 
1765,  and  located  several  tracts  of  land.  He  pur- 
chased from  Jacob  Shnarr  a  proprietary  warrant, 
dated  June  11,  1766,  for  seventeen  acres,  called 
"  Stephen's  Burg,"  and  for  which  he  obtained  a 
patent  Sept.  5,  1786.  Another  patent  was  issued  to 
him  for  eighty-five  acres,  dated  Sept.  6,  1786,  called 
"  Stephen's  Green,"  and  a  third  patent  for  one  hun- 
dred and  eighty-five  acres,  dated  1786.  These  tracts 
adjoined  lands  of  Jacob  Winds,  Giles  Windsor,  Fred- 
erick and  Lawrence  Newhard,  Jacob  Wertz,  Michael 
Kolb,  and  Christopher  Blank,  and  extended  from  the 
Lehigh  River  west  to  the  road  leading  from  Allentown 
to  Siegfried's  Bridge,  and  almost  to  the  Jordan  Creek. 
He  was  married  to  Juliana,  daughter  of  Frederick 
Newhard.  He  had  three  sons,— Henry,  Frederick, 
and  Peter, — among  whom  he  divided  his  land  before 


his  death.  Henry  acquired  one  hundred  and  forty 
acres  of  his  father's  land  along  the  Lehigh.  He  died 
in  1826,  and  by  his  will  divided  his  land  among  his 
sons. 

He  had  eight  children,  to  wit :  Daniel,  Felix,  Henry, 
Salome  (who  was  never  married),  Hannah  (wife  of 
Reuben  Knauss),  Elizabeth  (wife  of  Jacob  Miller, 
who  moved  from  the  township),  Magdalene  (wife  of 
Peter  Beil,  also  removed  from  the  township),  and 
Anna. 

Daniel  sold  his  portion  of  the  land  and  moved  to 
South  Whitehall,  where  he  died. 

Felix  had  a  small  tract  in  the  township,  where  he 
died.  His  descendants  are  still  living  in  this  place 
and  Catasauqua.  Henry  sold  his  portion  of  the  tract 
and  bought  part  of  the  original  Daniel  Newhard 
and  Godfrey  Knauss  tracts,  still  owned  by  his  son, 
Edwin,  and  his  son-in-law,  Daniel  Wright.  Freder- 
ick and  Peter,  the  other  two  sons  of  Stephen,  sold 
their  tracts  and  removed  from  the  township. 

A  portion  of  the  Stephen  Snyder  tract,  along  the 
Lehigh  River,  was  laid  out  in  building  lots  by  Fred- 
erick &  Co.,  car-builders  at  this  place,  in  1870,  and 
the  village  is  now  known  as  Fullerton.  Another 
large  portion  of  the  Stephen  Snyder  tract  was  subse- 
quently owned  by  the  Diefenderfers. 

Alexander  Diefenderfer,  the  first  of  the  family  in 
this  vicinity,  emigrated  from  the  "  Palatinate  upon  the 
Rhine,"  and  sailed  with  one  hundred  and  nine  fami- 
lies in  the  ship  "William  and  Sarah,"  William  Hill, 
master,  from  Rotterdam,  but  last  from  Dover,  and 
landed  at  Philadelphia,  Sept.  21, 1727.  He  settled  in 
Bucks  County.  Among  his  children  were  Godfrey 
and  Margaret,  the  latter  of  whom  was  born  Sept.  18, 
1729.  In  1750,  Godfrey  moved  to  Macungie,  this 
county,  where  he  lived  until  his  death.  He  was  mar- 
ried May  3, 1753,  and  had  six  children,  to  wit :  John, 
born  Jan.  25, 1754 :  Gertraut,  born  July  19, 1757  ;  Mar- 
garet and  Jacob,  twins,  born  June  26,  1759;  Henry, 
born  Feb.  3,  1764;  and  Philip,  born  Aug.  3,  1772. 
All  these  lived  in  Macungie  for  some  time  at  least. 
Henry,  one  of  the  sons,  was  married  to  Susan  Jarrett, 
a  daughter  of  Henry  Jarrett,  of  Macungie. 

John  Diefenderfer,  eldest  son  of  Godfrey,  was  mar- 
ried to  Charlotte  Elizabeth  Shankweiler,  Feb.  6, 1781. 
She  was  the  daughter  of  Jacob  Shankweiler  and 
Elizabeth,  his  wife,  of  Griimbach,  Germany,  born 
March  25,  1759.  Shortly  after  his  marriage,  in  1783, 
John  Diefenderfer  moved  to  Northampton  (now  White- 
hall) township,  on  the  Lehigh  River,  the  present  site 
of  the  Allentown  Furnace.  There  was  then  at  this 
place  a  one-and-a-half-story  log  house  of  rude  con- 
struction, the  logs  projecting  at  different  lengths,  and 
the  one-sided  roof  almost  slanting  to  the  ground.  A 
large  black-walnut  tree  stood  alongside  of  the  house, 
which  covered  the  entire  building.  Here  he  lived 
until  his  death,  in  1815.  He  had  five  children, — 
Margaret,  intermarried  with  Peter  Newhard,  who  set- 
tled at  Allentown ;  Abraham,  also  settled  at  Allen- 
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town ;  Isaac  and  Jacob,  both  of  whom  died  in  their 
youth ;  and  John. 

John  Diefenderfer,  youngest  son  of  John,  was  born 
in  Whitehall  township,  Aug.  4, 1787.  Upon  his  father's 
death  he  continued  to  live  at  the  homestead  until  he 
arrived  at  the  age  of  forty-two  years,  when  he  moved 
about  two  miles  northwest  of  this  place,  having  bought 
a  portion  of  the  Stephen  Snyder  tract.  Here  he 
lived  until  the  time  of  his  death,  June  5,  1862.  He 
was  married  to  Salome,  a  daughter  of  Abraham  Ster- 
ner. He  left  surviving  ten  children,  to  wit:  Moses, 
Solomon,  Esther  (wife  of  Adam  Berlin),  Ephraim, 
John,  Sally  (wife  of  James  Snyder),  Lucetta  (wife  of 
Jesse  Reichard),  Owen,  Aaron,  and  Matilda  (wife  of 
Lewis  Biery).  Of  these,  Moses,  Solomon,  John,  Sally, 
Owen,  and  Aaron  settled  upon  portions  of  their  father's 
land,  Owen  taking  the  homestead  and  the  largest  tract 
of  land.  Esther  settled  at  Berlinsville,  Northampton 
Co. ;  Ephraim  at  All  en  town  ;  Lucetta  upon  a  portion 
of  the  original  Jacob  Yundt  tract  in  the  township; 
and  Matilda  also  in  the  township,  on  the  Coplay 
Creek. 

In  1868,  Moses  and  Ephraim  moved  to  Talbot 
County,  Md.,  where  they  still  reside.  Owen  still 
owns  and  occupies  the  John  Diefenderfer  homestead. 
Among  the  sons  of  Owen  are  John  G.  Diefenderfer, 
Esq.,  of  Bethlehem,  and  Thomas  F.  Diefenderfer, 
Esq.,  of  Allentown.  Numerous  descendants  of  this 
family  reside  in  Macungie. 

The  tract  along  the  Lehigh  River,  immediately 
south  of  the  Stephen  Snyder  tract,  and  known  as 
"  Giles'  Last  Purchase,"  was  patented  May  22,  1767, 
by  Giles  Winsor,  containing  one  hundred  and  forty- 
three  and  a  half  acres.  May  13,  1768,  he  sold  the 
same  to  Francis  Hartman,  who  sold  to  Peter  New- 
hard  and  Abraham  Sterner,  Jan.  1,  1776,  and  subse- 
quently Peter  Newhard  sold  his  share  to  Abraham 
Sterner,  Jan.  20,  1785.  Abraham  Sterner  was  born 
in  1760,  and  moved  to  Whitehall  in  1776.  He  died 
April  4, 1835.  Among  his  children  were  Adam,  Henry, 
Salome  (wife  of  John  Diefenderfer,  who  settled  upon 

a  portion  of  the  Stephen  Snyder  tract), (wife 

of  John  Scherrer,  of  North  Whitehall),  Catharine  (wife 
of  Henry  Miller,  of  Allentown).  Adam  acquired  from 
his  father  the  Giles  Winsor  tract,  and  also  bought 
several  other  tracts  near  by,  including  the  land  upon 
which  the  Allentown  Iron  Company's  works  are  built. 
Adam  was  married  to  Polly  Yost,  of  Salisbury,  and 
left  surviving  four  children,  to  wit :  John,  Jonathan, 
Lewis,  and  Elemina,  wife  of  Levi  Freeman.  Each  of 
the  children  obtained  a  part  of  the  father's  land,  Jona- 
than taking  the  homestead,  which  he  still  owns. 
Henry,  a  son  of  Abraham,  settled  at ,  had  thir- 
teen sons  and  three  daughters,  some  of  whom  are  still 
living  in  this  vicinity. 

Jacob  Yundt  settled  on  the  Lehigh  River,  and  set- 
tled on  a  tract  of  two  hundred  and  seventy-eight 
acres,  which  he  took  up  in  two  warrants,  one  of  which 
had  been  warranted  by  George  Miller,  Oct.  23,  1737, 


and  vacated  and  granted  to  Yundt,  May  9,  1750;  the 
other  bears  date  June  12,  1750.  Another  tract  of 
eighty-five  acres,  near  the  Jordan  Creek,  was  war- 
ranted to  Jacob  Yundt,  June  12,  1750.  The  tract 
of  two  hundred  and  seventy-eight  acres  extended 
from  Biery's  Bridge  down  to  Stephen  Snyder's  farm. 
In  1757,  Jacob  Yundt  erected  a  large  two-story  stone 
house  a  short  distance  below  Biery's  Bridge,  which 
is  still  standing  and  familiarly  known  as  the  Fred- 
erick Mansion.  He  lived  at  this  place  till  his  death, 
in  1760.  He  bad  six  children, — Peter,  George,  Dan- 
iel, Jacob,  Abraham,  and  Mary.  In  1771  the  prop- 
erty, through  proceedings  in  partition,  was  accepted 
by  George  Yundt,  who  settled  upon  it,  and  died  on 
April  13,  1828.  He  had  ten  children, — six  sons — 
Abraham,  John,  Daniel,  George,  Jonas,  Peter — and 
four  daughters, — Catharine  (wife  of  Frederick  New- 
hard),  Soloma  (wife  of  Henry  Newhard),  Elizabeth 
(wife  of  John  Oehl),  and  Mrs.  George  Adam  New- 
hard. 

The  property  was  divided  in  1813  among  the  six 
sons. 

Abraham  had  five  children, — Enoch,  Henry,  Silas, 
Matilda,  and  Ruflna. 

John  had  three  children, — a  son,  John,  and  daugh- 
ters Elizabeth  (Mrs.  John  Roth),  Catharine  (Mrs. 
John  Richel).  They  moved  to  Northumberland 
County,  the  others  remaining  in  the  township. 

George  Yundt  had  seven  children, — Paul,  Thomas, 
David,  Francis,  and  Polly  (Mrs.  Reuben  Helfrich), 
Rebecca  (Mrs.  Reuben  Wenner),  Elizabeth  (Mrs. 
Nathan  Eberhard).  Of  these  Paul  and  David  moved 
to  Indiana,  Thomas  settled  in  South  Whitehall, 
Francis  in  Carbon  County,  and  Mrs.  Wenner  set- 
tled in  South  Whitehall,  and  Mrs.  Helfrich  and  Mrs. 
Eberhard  remained  in  the  township. 

Jonas  Yundt  moved  to  Clapboard  Town,  where  he 
kept  the  hotel  for  a  time. 

A  portion  of  the  original  Yundt  tract  was  after- 
wards owned  by  George  Frederick,  who,  in  1855,  sold 
to  Asa  Packer. 

Henry  Biery  owned  and  settled  upon  a  tract  of  land 
along  the  Coplay  Creek  prior  to  1791.  He  was  mar- 
ried to  Salome  Newhard,  and  had  ten  children, — Fred- 
erick, David,  Henry,  Jacob,  Abraham,  Barbara, 
Elizabeth,  Margaret,  Catharine,  and  Magdalene. 
Frederick  settled  in  the  township.  In  1805  he  bought 
from  Marks  John  Biddle  a  tract  of  land  upon  which 
part  of  Catasauqua  is  now  built,  and  lived  there  until 
his  death.  His  wife  died  about  fifty-two  years  ago, 
aged  eighty -three  years.  David  Biery  acquired  a  part 
of  his  father's  land,  and  engaged  in  farming  until  his 
death.  He  had  nine  children, — Joseph,  Peter,  David, 
Stephen,  Rebecca,  Lydia,  Catharine,  Sarah,  and  Polly. 
Stephen  moved  to  the  State  of  New  York,  David  to 
Reading,  Peter  to  Allentown.  .loseph  took  part  of 
the  farm  and  lived  near  Mickley's  Church,  where  he 
died.  Rebecca,  wife  of  Peter  Kern,  who  lived  along 
the  Coplay  Creek.     Lydia  was  married  to  John  New- 
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hard,  who  settled  at  Allentown.  Catharine,  wife  of 
Jacob  Soberer,  who  settled  near  Mickley's  Church, 
where  she  is  still  living,  and  owns  part  of  the  original 
Biery  tract.  Sarah,  wife  of  Ludwig  Schmidt,  who 
settled  in  Allentown,  and  was  engaged  in  the  drug 
business.     Polly,  wife  of  Samuel  Marx,  of  Allentown . 

Henry  and  Jacob  Biery,  sons  of  Henry,  moved  to 
the  State  of  New  York  and  settled  in  Seneca  County, 
— the  present  site  of  Bearytown. 

Abraham,  another  son  of  Henry,  was  married  to 
Salome  Burkhalter,  and  settled  upon  a  portion  of  the 
Burkhalter  tract.  He  had  six  children,— Joseph, 
Keuben,  Anna  (wife  of  Thomas  Faust),  Deliah  (wife 
of  Henry  Track),  Sally  (wife  of  Solomon  Woodring), 
Elizabeth  (wife  of  Emanuel  Kern). 

Joseph  moved  to  Illinois,  Reuben  to  Missouri, 
Henry  Frack  to  Iowa.  Thomas  Faust  was  a  blacksmith 
by  trade,  and  subsequently  served  as  steward  of  the 
county  poor-house  for  twenty-two  years,  and  is  now 
living  at  Allentown,  eighty-one  years  old.  Sally 
"Woodring  settled  in  Macungie ;  Elizabeth  Kern 
settled  in  Iowa. 

Barbara  was  the  wife  of  Henry  Burkhalter,  and 
Catharine  the  wife  of  Peter  Burkhalter,  sons  of  John 
Peter  Burkhalter.  Margaret  and  Magdalene,  two  of 
the  daughters,  were  married  into  the  Mickley  family 
and  settled  in  Adams  County. 

Elizabeth,  another  daughter  of  Henry  Biery,  is 
married  to  Peter  Steckel,  who  settled  in  the  township 
near  Egypt,  on  the  old  Steckel  homestead. 

A  portion  of  the  tract  originally  owned  by  William 
and  Margaret  Lowther  was  subsequently  sold  by  Rich- 
ard and  Henry  Metz  to  Abraham  Butz.  Upon  his 
death  his  son,  Thomas  Butz,  acquired  this  tract,  and 
also  bought  other  tracts  from  John  Paul  and  Peter 
Beary.  The  greater  portion  of  this  tract  was  sold  by 
him  to  the  Thomas  Iron  Company,  and  the  other 
portion  to  his  son,  Thomas  F.  Butz,  the  latter  of  whom 
also  bought  an  adjoining  tract  from  the  estate  of 
David  Biery.  Thomas  F.  Butz  now  owns  in  this  im- 
mediate vicinity  a  tract  of  one  hundred  and  fifty-one 
acres  on  Coplay  Creek,  and  several  other  farms  in 
this  and  Northampton  County. 

Early  Tavern  Licenses  granted  in  Whitehall 
township  :  Adam  Deshler,  1757  ;  Paul  Balliet,  1759 ; 
Henry  Berger,  1759 ;  Leonard  Heughle,  1760;  Peter 
Kohler,  1764 ;  Daniel  Good,  1769 ;  George  Hoffman, 
Michael  Snyder,  Peter  Kern,  Jacob  Hartman,  Daniel 
Kern,  Conrad  Lintz,  1786. 

Licenses  granted  in  1812  for  the  Whitehall  town- 
ships :  George  Gangewere,  Joseph  Levan,  Henry 
Good,  Peter  Butz,  Abraham  Griesamer,  Peter  Dor- 
ney,  John  Moore,  Michael  Sieger,  Christian  Troxell, 
Peter  Bumble. 

Schools.— The  first  schools  in  the  township  were  in 
connection  with  the  Egypt  Church,  of  which  an  ac- 
count is  given  in  the  history  of  that  church.  In  1798 
the  first  school-house  not  connected  with  the  church 
was  erected  at  Mickley's,  about  two  and  a  half  miles 


southeast  of  Egypt.  This  was  built  of  stone,  and  was 
in  use  until  the  acceptance  by  the  township  of  the 
school  law,  when  it  was  replaced  by  a  larger  stone 
building,  which  was  used  till  1873,  since  which  time  it 
has  been  used  as  a  dwelling.  In  the  same  year  the 
present  double  brick  school-house  was  erected,  about 
a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  old  house.  It  is  known 
as  the  East  Hokendauqua  school,  and  numbers  about 
ninety  pupils. 

The  next  house  was  built  in  1809,  at  Jordan 
Creek,  at  Newhard's  bridge,  about  four  miles  from 
Egypt.  This  was  a  stone  edifice,  and  was  used  until 
1856,  when  another  stone  house  was  erected  about 
half  a  mile  distant,  near  Clapboard  Town,  which  was 
in  use  until  1879,  when  it  was  replaced  by  the  present 
brick  building  near  the  same  site.  This  school  is  at- 
tended by  about  forty  children. 

Of  the  early  teachers  before  the  new  school  system 
the  names  of  the  following  have  been  obtained : 
Daniel  Friezy,  James  McNeer,  John  Amie,  John 
Kleckler,  Henry  Wilkin,  Charles  Springer,  George 
Rhoads,  John  K.  Clifton,  and  Henry  W.  Knipe. 

A  stone  school-house  was  erected  at  Schreiber's  prior 
to  1830.  This  school-house  was  in  use  by  the  people 
now  living  at  Coplay  and  Hokendauqua,  and  it  was 
abandoned  about  1869,  and  brick  school-houses  were 
erected  at  Coplay  and  Hokendauqua,  which  are  still 
in  use.  A  brick  school-house  was  erected  by  sub- 
scription at  what  is  now  Whitehall  Station,  at  the  in- 
stance of  Leslie  Miller,  B.  Bates,  and  others.  It  was 
used  by  the  district  later,  and  in  1868  was  purchased 
by  the  school  directors,  who  took  it  down  and  erected 
upon  its  site  the  present  two-story  brick  building. 

There  are  at  present  ten  school  districts  in  the 
township  : 

Sterner's.  This  school-house  was  erected  in  1870 ; 
addition  was  made  in  1882.  There  are  four  schools, 
with  one  hundred  and  ninety-four  pupils. 

Pleasant  Hill.  The  school  is  a  double  brick  building, 
erected  in  1876.  It  contains  two  schools,  with  one 
hundred  and  seven  pupils. 

East  Hokendauqua.  The  school-house  at  this  place 
is  also  a  double  brick  building,  with  spire  and  bell, 
erected  in  1879.  It  contains  two  schools  and  has 
about  ninety  pupils. 

Newhard's.  This  house  was  erected  in  1878.  It 
contains  one  school,  with  twenty-seven  pupils. 

Schaadt's.  The  first  house  was  built  in  1839.  The 
present,  of  stone,  in  1868.  It  contains  one  school  and 
has  about  thirty -eight  pupils. 

Butz's.  At  this  place  the  house  was  erected,  of  frame, 
in  1869.  One  school  is  kept,  which  has  about  thirty- 
eight  pupils. 

Egypt.  In  1871  the  present  house  was  built,  ot 
brick,  with  steeple  and  bell.  It  contains  two  schools, 
with  ninety  pupils. 

Klechner's.  In  1874  the  school-house  was  erected, 
of  brick.  It  contains  one  school,  with  twenty-seven 
pupils. 
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Whitehall  Station.  This  house  was  built  in  1868, 
of  brick,  two  stories,  with  spire  and  bell.  It  contains 
two  schools  and  has  fifty-eight  pupils. 

Hokendauqua  Independent.  This  district  became 
independent  April  7,  1865. 

SCHOOL   DIRECTOBS   OF  WHITEHALL    TOWNSHIP  TEOM   OR- 
GANIZATION  TO   DATE. 
1868. — George  W.  Daniel,  three  years;   A.  K.  Kelchner,  three  years; 

Owen  Diefenderfer,  two  years;  Franklin  J.  Newhard,  two  years; 

Adam  Scheirer,  one  year;  Ephraim  Wenner,  one  year. 
1869,  March.— Robert  Steckel,  T.  F.  Butz. 

1869,  October.— David  Wieser,  Samuel  E.  Leith. 

1870,  October. — Clinton  Breinig,  Abraham  L.  Newhard. 
1871. — No  election  of  school  directora. 

1872. — John  H.  Koons  (two  years),  Samuel  Brown  (two  years),  Robert 

Steckel,  Reuben  Helfrich. 
1873.— George  W.  Daniel,  Samuel  E.  Leith. 
1874.- C.  B.  Breiijig,  T.  F.  Butz. 
1875. — George  W.  Daniel,  Owen  Homel. 
1876.— E.  L.  Deoh,  D.  L.  Bogh. 
1877.— Jonas  M.  Kern,  Edwin  Breinig. 

1878. — William  Yellis,  James  J.  Kemerer,  Francis  J.  Newhard. 
1879, — James  J.  Kemerer,  Abraham  Wieser,  Edwin  Roth  (one  year). 
1880. — Edwin  Breinig,  James  P.  Geidner,  Edwin  Roth. 
1881.— E.  Peter  Steckel,  Charles  Radeline. 
1882. — Francis  G.  Bernd,  James  J.  Kemerer. 
1883.— Thomas  F.  Butz,  Lewis  F.  Koch. 
1884.— Charles  Radeline,  Tilghman  Scbatfer. 

SCHOOL  DIRECTORS   OF   COPLAY  FROM   ORGANIZATION   TO 
DATE. 

1869,  October. — Levi  Fehr,  Joseph  Fogel. 

1870,  October.- B,  S.  Levan,  S.  A.  Leinbacb. 
1871.— No  election. 

1872,  March. — E.  H.  Knerr,  0.  L.  Schreiber,  Jonathan  Reinhart. 

1873. — M.  Rothermel,  Peter  Quinn. 

1874.— David  Meyer,  Dr.  C.  W.  Williams,  B.  S.  Levan. 

1875.— L.  P.  Levan,  C.  H,  Knerr. 

1876.— Eli  Sieger,  J.  D.  Schreiber. 

1877.— Tilghman  Anthony,  Amos  Wolf. 

1878.— David  Meyer,  C.  H.  Knerr. 

1879.— Levi  Fry,  Eli  Falk. 

1880.— Dr.  V.  G.  Heebner,  Marcus  Rothemel. 

1881.- Charles  Troxell,  Eli  Sieger. 

18S2. — John  Allen,  B.  F.  Conner,  James  Stuart. 

1883. — Eli  Sieger,  W.  F.  Levan,  Marcus  Rotharmel. 

1884. — David  Brown,  John  Allen,  Alfred  Eeinhard  (one  year),  Charles 

Troxell  (one  year). 
SCHOOL  DIRECTORS  OF  HOKENDAUQUA  INDEPENDENT  SCHOOL 

DISTRICT  FROM  ORGANIZATION  TO  DATE. 
1866.— S.  H.  Price,  Jos.  McMullen. 
1807.- S.  L.  Nevens,  R.  L.  McNeil, 

1868.— Edwin  Mlckley,  Theodore  H,  Green,  Theodore  J,  Kline. 
1869,  March. — James  W,  Mickley,  John  Thomas,  Jos.  McMullen. 

1869,  October. — James  W.  Mickley,  Samuel  L.  Nevene. 

1870,  October.— E.  Mickley,  Theodore  H.  Green. 
1871.— No  election. 

1872.— John  Thomas,  Joseph  McMullen. 

1873.— Theodore  H,  Green,  Edwin  Mickley. 

1874.— James  W.  Mickley,  William  H.  Baim. 

1875. — F.  C.  Eckensperger,  Joseph  McMuUon,  John  Thomas, 

1876. — John  Thomas,  Edwin  Mickley, 

1877.— James  W.  Mickley,  Dr.  E,  G,  Steinmetz. 

1878. — F.  C.  Eckensperger,  William  Love. 

1879.— Edwin  Mickley,  John  Thomas. 

1880.— Dr.  E,  G.  Steinmetz,  David  H.  Thomas, 

1881, — William  Love  (two  years),  F.  C.  Eckensperger,  F.  S.  Hartman. 

1882, — John  Thomas,  Edwin  Mickley,  Perry  Wannamacher  (one  year), 

188;;, — Perry  Wannamacher,  William  Love. 

1884.— F.  C.  Eckensperger,  F.  S.  Hartman. 

Egypt  Church.' — The  earliest  settlers  in  Egypt  and 
its  vicinity  were  almost  exclusively  members  of  the 

1  From  Dr.  J.  H.  Dubbs'  *'  American  Historical  Record,"  vol.  ii.  page 
398.    1873. 


Reformed  Church.  The  Polliets  (now  written  Bal- 
liet),  the  Voeturns  (now  written  Wotring  or  Wood- 
ring),  and  probably  some  others,  were  of  Huguenot 
descent;  the  Schreibers  were  natives  of  Niederbronn, 
in  Alsace.  The  Schaadts,  having  emigrated  from  the 
province  of  Hannau,  were  long  familiarly  known  as 
the  Hannauers,  but  the  greater  number,  among  whom 
we  might  mention  such  names  as  Kohler,  Kern,  Burg- 
holter,  Mickley,  Troxel,  Steckel,  and  many  others,  are 
said  to  have  been  generally  natives  of  Switzerland, 
and  Egypt  was  consequently  often  called  a  Swiss 
settlement.^ 

As  these  people  had  all  been  members  of  the  Re- 
formed Church  in  Europe,  it  was  but  natural  that 
they  should  organize  a  congregation  holding  to  the 
same  religious  confession.  There  were  indeed  from 
the  beginning  a  few  Lutherans  in  the  neighborhood, 
including  such  respectable  families  as  the  Saegers  and 
the  Ruchs ;  but  it  was  not  till  many  years  after  the 
first  settlement  that  they  found  themselves  sufficiently 
numerous  to  organize  a  separate  congregation. 

The  oldest  document  in  the  possession  of  the  Re- 
formed congregation  is  a  baptismal  record,  bound  in 
the  most  primitive  manner,  with  strips  of  buckskin 
serving  instead  of  clasps.  The  title-page  bears  the 
motto,  "  Omnia  ad  Dei  gloriam  Salutemque  nos- 
trarum  animarum,"  and  a  German  inscription,  of 
which  the  following  is  a  translation :  "  Baptismal 
record  of  the  congregation  at  the  Lehigh,  in  which 
are  to  be  recorded  the  names  of  the  children  baptized, 
the  names  of  their  parents,  and  also  the  names  of  their 
sponsors.     Commenced  March  22,  1733." 

Goetschius  remained  pastor  of  the  Egypt  Church 
until  1736,  after  which  his  name  disappears  from  the 
record.  About  the  year  1740  he  returned  to  Switzer- 
land, and  subsequently  brought  his  family  to  Amer- 
ica, but  where  they  settled  is  not  definitely  known. 

For  a  number  of  years  after  the  organization  of  the 
congregation,  and  before  the  building  of  a  church, 
religious  services  were  held  alternately  in  the  houses 
of  Peter  Troxell  and  George  Kern. 

The  first  baptism  recorded  in  "  ^Egypten"  by  Rev. 
Mr.  Goetschius  was  that  of  a  son  of  "  the  respectable 
Peter  Troxell,  church  censor  of  the  Reformed  congre- 
gation at  this  place,"  and  his  wife,  Juliana  Catharine. 
The  child  was  baptized  on  the  26th  of  October,  1733, 
and  was  named  Johannes.  The  sponsors  were  Nich- 
olas Kern,  Johannes  Egender,  and  Margaret  Egender. 
It  is  not  usual  at  present  to  have  so  many  sponsors  at 
baptism,  and  the  office  of  "  church  censor"  is  now,  we 
believe,  entirely  unknown  in  our  American  German 
churches. 

For  several  years  after  the  resignation  of  Goetschius 
the  Egypt  Church  was  without  a  regular  pastor.  It 
was,  however,  occasionally  supplied  by  the  Rev.  John 
Philip  Boehm,  who  resided  in  Montgomery,  nearly 
forty  miles  away.     Mr.  Boehm  was  a  man  of  talent 

2  Map  of  Edward  Kohler. 
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and  influence,  and  took  a  prominent  part  in  the  theo- 
logical controversies  of  the  day.  A  sketch  of  his 
life  may  be  found  in  Harbaugh's  "  Lives  of  the  Fathers 
of  the  Reformed  Church." 

Our  record  informs  us  that  while  the  church  was 
still  vacant  three  children  were  taken  to  the  Saucon 
Church,  a  distance  of  fifteen  miles,  and  were  there 
baptized  on  the  23d  of  September,  1740,  by  "  Herr 
Inspector  Peter  Heinrich  Torschius."  We  have  no 
hesitation  in  identifying  this  "  Inspector"  with  the 
Rev.  P.  H.  Dorstius,  a  minister  of  the  Reformed 
(Dutch)  Church,  residing  in  Bucks  County,  who  had 
probably  been  commissioned  to  visit  and  inspect  the 
German  churches,  and  to  report  their  condition  to 
the  ecclesiastical  authorities  in  Europe. 

The  next  pastor  at  Egypt  was  Rev.  John  Conrad 
Wuertz,  who  imitates  Goetschius  in  styling  himself 
Helvetico  Tigurinus.  This  minister  had  a  fashion  of 
varying  the  orthography  of  his  name,  changing  from 
Wuertz  to  Wurtz,  and  finally  settling  down  to  Wirtz, 
— a  bad  practice,  which  in  this,  as  in  many  other  in- 
stances, has  caused  much  confusion.  He  remained  in 
charge  from  1742  to  1744,  when  he  removed  to  Spring- 
field, Bucks  Co.,  and  in  1751  to  Rockaway,  N.  J.  It 
seems  that  he  did  not  stand  in  any  regular  ecclesiasti- 
cal connection  when  he  preached  in  Egypt,  but  was 
finally  regularly  ordained  by  the  Presbyterian  Pres- 
bytery of  New  Brunswick. 

After  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Wuertz  there  seems  to 
have  been  another  vacancy,  from  1744  to  1751,  during 
which  period  the  church  was,  in  part  at  least,  sup- 
plied by  Rev.  J.  P.  Boehm  and  the  distinguished  Rev. 
Michael  Schlotter  Boehm,  who  died  suddenly  on  the 
Ist  of  May,  1749,  at  an  advanced  age,  after  having, 
on  the  previous  day,  administered  the  Lord's  Sup- 
per to  the  Egypt  congregation.  It  is  enough  to  re- 
mark that  Schlotter  was  to  the  German  Reformed 
what  the  elder  Muhlenberg  was  to  the  Lutheran 
Church, — the  ruling  spirit  that  brought  order  out  of 
the  chaos  of  its  early  history.  In  his  journal  he  has 
but  little  to  say  concerning  the  Egypt  Church,  prob- 
ably on  account  of  its  inaccessibility,  lying  in  the 
midst  of  what  was  then  almost  a  wilderness.  On  the 
8th  of  November,  1748,  he  says,  "  I  received  a  call 
for  a  minister  from  the  congregations  called  Egypt 
and  Heidelberg.  They  desire  to  have  a  permanent  pas- 
tor, and  obligate  themselves  for  forty-two  pounds,  or 
two  hundred  and  eighty  Dutch  guilders,  as  salary." 
In  the  same  year  he  states  that  the  charge,  composed 
of  the  Heidelberg,  Egypt,  and  Jordan  congregations, 
is  without  a  regular  minister.  In  1752  the  vacancy 
was,  however,  supplied  by  the  Rev.  John  Jacob  Wiss- 
ler,  a  native  of  Dillenberg,  in  Nassau.  He  was  one 
of  six  ministers  whom  Schlotter  had  brought  from  the 
Fatherland.  Until  recently  it  was  supposed  that  he 
must  have  died  soon  after  his  arrival,  as  nothing  was 
known  of  his  subsequent  history;  but  our  record 
shows  that  he  was  pastor  of  the  Egypt  charge  until 
1754.     About  this  time  he  probably  died,  as  in  the 


Coetal  minutes  of  1757  there  is  mention  made  of  a 
gift  to  his  widow. 

The  records  during  Wissler's  pastorate  were  well 
kept,  and  include  eighteen  baptisms  and  thirty-five 
confirmations.  He  also  solemnized  several  marriages, 
of  which  the  following  is  the  first  on  the  record : 

".'Egypten,  November  28th,  1752.— On  this  day  Sam- 
uel, a  legitimate  son  of  Nicholas  Saeger,  and  Anna 
Eva,  a  legitimate  daughter  of  the  late  Frederick  Eber- 
hard,  were  admitted  to  the  state  of  Holy  Matrimony." 

Mr.  Wissler  also  entered  on  the  records  of  the 
Egypt  Church  certain  memoranda,  which,  strictly 
speaking,  belonged  to  the  history  of  neighboring 
congregations.  Of  these  the  following  may  serve  as 
a  specimen  : 

"N.B. — Anna  Margaret  Heilmann,  on  the  22nd  of 
April,  1753,  presented  the  congregation  at  the  Jordan 
a  beautiful  white  altar  cloth.  May  God  reward  this 
praiseworthy  Christian  work  with  the  most  abundant 
blessings." 

The  records  of  the  Reformed  congregation  now 
grow  brighter  and  clearer,  though  it  does  not  appear 
who  were  the  pastors  from  1755  to  1763.  At  this 
early  period  the  "  church  book"  is  our  only  guide, 
and  where  this  fails  us  we  are  left  entirely  in  the 
dark. 

The  last  entry  on  our  record  for  the  year  1763  was 
the  baptism,  on  the  3d  of  April,  of  an  infant  daughter 
of  Hans  Schneider  and  his  wife,  Margaret.  Poor 
child !  On  the  8th  of  October  she  was  murdered  by 
the  Indians  in  her  mother's  arms.  Father,  mother, 
and  three  children  were  all  scalped,  but  one  child  re- 
covered, and  lived  to  an  advanced  age. 

In  1764  we  can  affirm  with  reasonable  certainty  the 
Lutheran  congregation  was  first  organized.  Hitherto 
the  Lutherans  had  been  compelled  to  travel  some  dis- 
tance to  attend  a  church  of  their  own  denomination, 
but  in  this  year  the  Reformed  and  Lutheran  congre- 
gations agreed  to  build  a  church  in  concert.  For  this 
purpose  Peter  Steckel,  of  the  Reformed,  and  Chris- 
tian Saeger,  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  presented  to 
each  congregation,  respectively,  half  an  acre  of  land, 
and  the  church  was  built  on  the  line,  so  that  it  stood 
on  land  belonging  partly  to  the  Reformed  and  partly 
to  the  Lutheran  Church.  A  sort  of  release  is  still 
extant,  written  in  English,  in  which  the  land  is 
granted  "  for  the  united  use  of  the  High  and  Low 
Churches."  This,  of  course,  means  Lutheran  and 
Reformed,  but  I  know  of  no  other  instance  where  the 
two  confessions  have  been  so  designated. 

In  the  same  year  (1764)  a  Union  Church  was  erected, 
— a  rough  log  building,  in  which  planks  laid  on  blocks 
of  wood  were  made  to  serve  as  pews,  and,  though  the 
church  has  since  been  twice  rebuilt,  the  two  congrega- 
tions have  at  all  times  occupied  the  same  church, 
though  on  alternate  Sundays.  Such  alliances  between 
different  denominations  are  not  generally  supposed  to 
be  auspicious,  but  it  is  mere  justice  to  state  that,  so 
far  as  we  know,  there  has  never  been  the  least  disa- 
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greement  between  the  Lutheran  and  Reformed  con- 
gregations of  Egypt. 

From  1764  to  1770  the  pastor  of  the  Eeformed  con- 
gregation was  Kev.  J.  Daniel  Gross  (or  Gros,  as  he 
sometimes  spelled  his  name).  Though  a  man  of  great 
ability,  Dr.  Gross  was  not  popular  in  his  charge,  and, 
as  is  usual  in  such  cases,  many  things  were  said  to  his 
discredit.  In  1770  he  removed  to  Springfield,  Bucks 
Co.,  and  in  1772  to  the  State  of  New  York.  His 
reasons  for  leaving  his  Pennsylvania  congregations, 
according  to  a  letter  written  in  1773,  were  "  want  of 
love,  stubborn  conduct,  neglect  on  the  part  of  the 
members  in  attending  divine  worship,  etc."  It  is 
evident  that  there  was  considerable  bitterness  on  both 
sides. 

We  are  unable  to  state  positively  the  name  of  the 
first  pastor  of  the  Lutheran  congregation.  The  early 
records  are  lost,  and  the  present  writer  may  as  well 
confess  that  he  is  not  sufficiently  familiar  with  the 
early  history  of  the  Lutheran  Church  to  supply  the 
deficiency  from  other  sources.  Possibly  a  certain  Rev. 
Mr.  Roth,  who  labored  independently  in  the  neighbor- 
hood, may  have  preached  there  until  1769,  when  Rev. 
Jacob  Van  Buskirk  became  the  regular  pastor.  Van 
Buskirk  was  a  man  of  ability,  and  especially  excelled 
as  a  catechist.  He  had  labored  very  acceptably  in 
Germantown,  Pa.,  but  at  the  request  of  the  minis- 
terium  removed  farther  up  the  country,  where  several 
new  congregations  had  lately  been  organized.  [Hall- 
ische  Naohrichten,  p.  1125.)  After  laboring  for  several 
years.  Van  Buskirk  resigned  the  Egypt  Church,  though 
he  continued  pastor  of  several  neighboring  congrega- 
tions. He  was  succeeded  by  a  Rev.  Mr.  Yung,  who 
remained  but  a  short  time,  and  is  believed  to  have 
ended  his  days  in  Virginia. 

His  successor.  Rev.  Daniel  Lehman,  was  a  man  of 
considerable  ability.  He  had  been  well  educated  in 
Germany,  but  on  his  arrival  in  America  found  him- 
self unable  to  pay  his  passage,  and,  according  to  the 
barbarous  custom  of  the  time,  was  sold  as  a  redemp- 
tioner.  Rev.  Mr.  Kunze,  of  Philadelphia,  paid  his 
passage,  and  set  him  free,  and  subsequently  gave  him 
some  instruction  in  theology.  Having  become  tutor 
in  the  family  of  Rev.  Mr.  Van  Buskirk,  he  preached 
occasionally  for  vacant  congregations,  and  in  1778  was 
ordained  pastor  of  the  Egypt  charge.  He  remained 
but  a  few  years  at  this  place,  and  spent  the  rest  of  his 
life  in  Berks  County,  where  he  died  Oct.  2,  1810. 

Rev.  Jacob  Van  Buskirk  subsequently  became  pastor 
the  second  time,  and  served  the  congregation  faith- 
fully for  many  years.  After  the  brief  pastorate  of  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Plitt,  Rev.  J.  Caspar  Dill,  in  the  year  1800, 
became  Lutheran  minister  at  Egypt.  He  was  an  ex- 
cellent man,  and  in  our  early  youth  the  old  people 
still  spoke  of  him  with  the  highest  reverence.  His 
successor  was  Rev.  Henry  Geissenhainer,  who,  how- 
ever, remained  but  a  short  time. 

For  thirty  years,  from  1771  to  1801,  Rev.  Abraham 
Blumer  was  pastor  of  the  Reformed   congregation. 


He  was  a  native  of  Switzerland,  and  had  in  early  life 
served  as  chaplain  in  the  army  of  the  king  of  Sar- 
dinia. While  he  was  pastor  at  Egypt  he  also 
preached  at  Allentown,  Jordan,  and  Union  Churches. 
During  the  Revolution  the  bells  of  Christ  Church, 
Philadelphia,  were  hidden  under  the  floor  of  the 
church  in  Allentown,  in  order  to  save  them  from  the 
British.  Mr.  Blumer  was  a  man  of  high  culture  and 
unblemished  reputation.  He  died  in  1822,  aged 
eighty-five  years. 

During  his  pastorate,  in  1785,  the  second  church 
was  built.  It  was  in  its  day  considered  a  fine  edifice. 
Like  most  of  our  old  churches  it  was  built  of  stone, 
having  galleries  on  three  sides,  while  the  fourth  was 
reserved  for  the  tall  pulpit,  which  was  variously  sup- 
posed to  resemble  a  lily,  a  tulip,  or  even  a  wine-glass. 
Directly  in  front  of  the  pulpit  stood  a  large  square 
altar.  The  building  was  fifty  feet  in  length  by  forty 
in  breadth,  and  its  general  appearance,  as  we  remem- 
ber it,  was  solemn  and  impressive. 

It  is  rather  remarkable  that  for  ninety-seven  years, 
from  1771  to  1868,  the  Reformed  congregation  had 
but  three  pastors, — -Rev.  A.  Blumer,  from  1771  to 
1801 ;  Rev.  John  Gobrecht,'  from  1801  to  1831 ;  and 
Rev.  J.  S.  Dubbs,  D.D.,  from  1831  to  1868.  Not  one 
of  these,  however,  held  his  office  as  long  as  Rev.  W. 
Meendsen,  who  succeeded  Rev.  Mr.  Geissenhainer  as 
Lutheran  pastor  in  1810,  and  remained  in  charge 
until  1859,  a  period  of  forty-nine  years.  He  died 
about  1872,  in  the  ninety-third  year  of  his  age. 

During  the  pastorate  of  Dr.  Dubbs  and  Father 
Meendsen,  in  the  year  1851,  the  third  church  was 
built.  It  is  a  fine  large  brick  edifice  with  tower  and 
bell,  and  is,  we  think,  a  model  country  church.  After 
the  subscriptions  for  its  erection  had  been  collected, 
the  additional  expenses  were  proportionally  assessed 
on  the  members  of  the  congregation,  and  this  assess- 
ment, I  am  told,  was  almost  universally  accepted 
without  dispute, — a  fact  which  speaks  well  for  the 
peaceable  disposition  of  the  people. 

Father  Meendsen  was  succeeded  as  Lutheran  pastor 
by  the  Rev.  Thomas  Steck,  who,  after  laboring  suc- 
cessfully for  some  years,  accepted  a  call  to  Wilming- 
ton, Del.  The  present  Lutheran  pastor  is  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Reninger. 

In  1868,  the  Rev.  S.  A.  Leinbach  became  the  suc- 
cessor of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Dubbs  as  pastor  of  the  Re- 
formed congregation. 

We  cannot  close  our  sketch  of  the  history  of  the 
Egypt  Church  without  some  reference  to  its  ancient 
congregational  school.  In  those  days  the  school- 
house  stood  near  the  church,  and  was  in  part  occu- 
pied by  tile  school,  while  the  rest  served  as  the  resi- 
dence of  the  schoolmaster  and  his  family.  In  those 
days  the  school  was  in  some  respects  decidedly  old- 

1  Rev.  John  riobreoht,  a  son  of  Rev.  John  Christopher  Gobrecht,  of 
Hanover,  Pa.,  died  in  1831,  aged  flfty-seven.  He  was  a  man  of  iinblem- 
islied  life,  and  was  greatly  beloved.  His  remains  rest  in  the  Egypt 
churcliyard. 


WHITEHALL  TOWNSHIP. 


497 


fashioned.  The  order  of  its  religious  services  had 
probably  remained  unchanged  for  more  than  a  cen- 
tury. From  a  literary  point  of  view  there  has  been  a 
great  improvement ;  from  a  religious,  we  doubt  whether 
it  could  be  improved.  A  large  school  building  with 
several  apartments  has  since  been  erected,  and  the 
principal  has  competent  assistants  to  aid  him  in  his 
work.  In  imparting  instruction  the  English  lan- 
guage is  now  almost  exclusively  employed. 

In  Egypt  the  teacher  receives  for  his  services  in  the 
church,  in  addition  to  a  small  annual  stipend,  the  use 
of  a  house  and  about  ten  acres  of  land.  The  present 
organist  and  teacher,  Mr.  Francis  G.  Bernd,  has  held 
these  offices  for  more  than  twenty  years,  and  still  re- 
tains the  respect  and  affection  of  the  whole  com- 
munity. 

The  history  of  the  church  from  1873  is  here  given  : 

In  1874  the  present  church  building  was  remodeled 
and  rededicated  Nov.  11,  1874. 

Eev.  Leinbach  continued  as  pastor  of  the  Reformed 
congregation  until  Jan.  1,  1884,  when  his  resignation, 
which  he  had  previously  tendered,  took  effect.  Kev. 
W.  E.  Hofl!brd,  the  late  president  of  the  Allentown 
Female  College,  was  elected  pastor  of  the  Egypt 
charge  of  the  Reformed  Church  Dec.  1-5,  1883,  and 
entered  upon  his  duties  Jan.  1,  1884. 

Rev.  Renninger  still  continues  as  pastor  of  the 
Lutheran  congregation. 

Justices  of  the  Peace. — The  justices  who  presided 
over  this  territory  were  elected  in  districts  prior  to 
1840.  Their  names  will  be  found  in  the  civil  list  of 
the  general  history,  and  since  that  time  their  names 
will  be  found  in  the  lists  of  North  and  South  White- 
hall.    Those  elected  since  1868  are  here  given : 

Commissioned,  i  Commissioned. 

Theodore  J.  Kline... .April  14, 1868  I  Aug.  K.  Kelchner...March  24, 1874 

Edward  Kohler "     13,  1869  |  James  B.  Snyder "      19,1877 

Simeon  H.  Price "     13, 1869     A.  D.  KicLline "      27,1879 

Henry  Hartman "       9, 1872  1  James  B,  Snyder. ...      "      30,1882 

Villages— Whitehall.— The  village  near  the  north- 
western limit  of  the  township,  on  the  Lehigh  River,  is 
called  Whitehall,  which  is  also  the  name  of  the  sta- 
tion on  the  Lehigh  Valley  Railroad  at  this  place. 
The  village  is  built  upon  the  land  patented  by  Wil- 
liam Allen,  and  subsequently  sold  by  him  to  the 
Showalters,  who  later  sold  the  same  to  Conrad  Leisen- 
ring.  Prior  to  the  building  of  the  railroad  the  place 
was  connected  with  the  village  across  the  river  in 
Northampton  County  called  Siegfried's  Bridge,  and 
was  also  known  by  that  name. 

In  1770,  John  Siegfried  settled  at  this  place  and 
built  a  tavern,  which  was  licensed  from  that  time  on. 
He  served  as  colonel  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  and 
died  in  1793  and  is  buried  near  this  place.  The 
second  house  in  this  immediate  vicinity  was  erected 
by  Peter  Leising  in  1818.  In  1844,  Jacob  Jones  built 
a  store-house,  and  kept  in  connection  with  the  store  a 
temperance  house.  The  first  bridge  across  the  river 
at  this  place  was  built  in  1828.  Prior  to  this  time  the 
river  was  crossed  by  Siegfried's  Ferry.  This  bridge 
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was  swept  away  by  the  flood  in  1862,  and  the  present 
one  ejected  shortly  afterwards. 

A  number  of  years  ago  the  first  hotel  was  taken 
down  and  the  new  one  erected  by  Thomas  McKee, 
which  is  now  owned  and  occupied  by  William  Miller. 

Since  the  building  of  the  railroad  the  village  has 
sprung  up.  It  now  contains  two  stores,  two  hotels, 
about  three  hundred  inhabitants,  and  one  school- 
house  with  two  schools.  Steps  have  also  been  taken 
for  the  erection  of  a  Reformed  and  Lutheran  Church. 
The  Indians  had  a  settlement  across  the  river  from 
the  place,  from  which  they  started  out,  crossed  the 
river  at  what  is  still  known  as  the  "Indian  Falls," 
and  proceeded  to  Egypt,  where  they  massacred  the 
Mickley  and  Schneider  families. 

Coplay. — The  name  Coplay  is  a  corruption  from 
"  Kolapechka,"  which  was  the  name  of  an  Indian,  the 
son  of  the  Indian  chief  Paxanosa.  He  lived  at  the 
head  of  the  creek  named  after  him,  near  the  place 
now  known  as  Unionville,  in  North  Whitehall  town- 
ship. 

The  borough  of  Coplay  was  formed  out  of  White- 
hall township  in  1869.  The  following  is  the  record 
of  the  court :  "  Feb.  10,  1869,  petition  of  citizens  of 
the  village  of  Coplay  presented  praying  for  a  charter 
of  incorporation  ;  same  day  petition  ordered  to  be  laid 
before  the  grand  jury.'' 

"  April  7,  1869,  the  grand  jury  returned  the  charter 
of  incorporation  approved.     Charles  Keck,  foreman." 

"Now,  April  7, 1869,  the  court  confirms  the  judg- 
ment of  the  grand  jury,  and  decree  that  the  said  town 
of  Coplay  be  incorporated  into  a  borough,  in  conform- 
ity with  the  prayers  of  the  petitioners,  and  that 
the  corporate  style  and  title  thereof  shall  be  'The 
Borough  of  Coplay.'  " 

It  is  situated  on  the  Lehigh  River,  six  miles  above 
Allentown. 

The  justices  of  the  peace  elected  since  the  organi- 
zation of  the  township  are  George  P.  Bates,  A.  F.  K. 
Kraut  (three  terms),  and  Gottlob  Meyle. 

The  principal  industries  at  this  place  are  the  works 
of  the  Coplay  Iron  Company  (limited). 

The  borough  contains  a  population  of  seven  hun- 
dred and  seventy-four,  a  large  public  school  building, 
with  three  graded  schools. 

The  borough  has  two  churches,  Reformed  and  Lu- 
theran. Trinity  congregation  of  the  Reformed 
Church  was  organized  March  29,  1871.  Prior  to  this 
time  services  were  held  by  Rev.  W.  R.  Hoffbrd,  of 
Allentown,  in  the  public  school  building.  Through 
the  liberality  of  B.  S.  Levan  the  congregation  was 
enabled  to  build  a  church  of  its  own.  The  corner- 
stone of  the  new  church  was  laid  in  1872,  and  dedi- 
cated June  15,  1873.  The  church  building  is  con- 
structed of  brick,  of  dimensions  forty  by  sixty  feet, 
with  spire  and  bell,  at  a  cost  of  twelve  thousand  dol- 
lars, and  is  free  of  debt.  At  the  time  of  the  organi- 
zation the  congregation  was  united  with  the  Egypt 
charge,  of  which  Rev.  S.  A.  Leinbach  was  pastor,  and 
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continued  to  be  until  Dec.  31, 1883,  when  he  tendered 
his  resignation.  Eev.  W.  E.  Hofford,  the  late  presi- 
dent of  the  Allentown  Female  College,  waa  their 
chosen  pastor,  and  entered'  upon  his  duties  Jan.  1, 
1884,  and  still  continues  as  pastor. 

The  consistory  of  the  congregation  at  the  time  of  its 
organization  were  Owen  L.  Schreiber  and  B.  S.  Levan, 
elders ;  and  A.  F.  R.  Kraut,  C.  H.  Knerr,  Edward  S. 
Haaf,  and  Nathan  Stofflet,  deacons.  The  elders  first 
elected  have  served  the  congregation  to  the  present 
day.  A  Sunday-school  was  also  organized  in  connec- 
tion with  the  church,  which  is  in  a  flourishing  con- 
dition. 

The  Lutherans  at  this  place  also  held  services  in  the 
public  school-house  prior  to  the  organization  of  the 
congregation.  The  proposed  erection  of  a  Reformed 
Church  in  1872,  and  the  offer  (on  the  part  of  the  Re- 
formed congregation  to  the  Lutherans)  of  the  right 
to  worship  in  the  proposed  new  church,  induced  them 
to  take  immediate  steps  for  organization.  Through 
the  earnest  efforts  of  Eev.  J.  D.  Schindel  a  meeting 
was  held  in  the  school-house  May  22,  1873,  and  the 
congregation  organized,  a  church  council  elected,  and 
Rev.  J.  D.  Schindel  chosen  as  pastor. 

In  the  early  part  of  1882  the  Lutheran  congrega- 
tion began  the  erection  of  their  own  church  building. 
The  pastor,  with  an  energy  and  business  tact  rarely 
found  in  a  minister  of  the  gospel  and  supported  by  a 
willing  congregation,  began  to  solicit  subscriptions, 
and  within  ten  months  there  stood  on  the  brow  of  the 
hill  "The  St.  John's  Lutheran  Church  of  Coplay,"  at 
a  cost  of  $4280.45,  and  free  from  debt. 

The  new  edifice  was  dedicated  Nov.  12,  1882. 
Upon  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Schindel,  in  1883,  the 
congregation  was  united  with  Trinity  Lutheran 
Church  of  Catasauqua,  and  on  June  17,  1883,  Rev. 
George  W.  Sandt  was  elected  to  fill  the  vacancy, 
under  whose  pastoral  care  the  congregation  is  now 
continuing  its  work.  A  Sunday-school  was  organized 
in  connection  with  the  church. 

Hokendauqua. — The  village  of  Hokendauqua  ad- 
joins the  borough  of  Coplay  on  the  southeast.  Hoken- 
dauqua is  an  Indian  term,  signifying  "  searching  for 
land,"  and  the  name  originally  given  to  the  creek  in 
Northampton  County  flowing  into  the  Lehigh  River 
at  Coplay. 

It  is  built  upon  the  land  for  which  William  and 
Margaret  Lowther  obtained  a  warrant  in  1733,  and 
was  subsequently  sold  by  Thomas  Butz  to  the  Thomas 
Iron  Company,  which  now  owns  nearly  the  entire 
village.  It  is  beautifully  located  on  an  eminence  on 
the  west  bank  of  the  river,  and  adorned  by  the  ele- 
gant residences  of  John  Thomas  and  Edwin  Thomas 
on  the  brow  of  the  hill. 

The  village  is  supplied  with  water  by  the  Thomas 
Iron  Company,  and  also  a  fire  department. 

The  history  of  the  village  is  more  especially  con- 
nected with  the  iron-works  at  this  place,  of  which  an 
account  is  presented  elsewhere  in  this  chapter. 


In  1865  the  village  was  formed  into  an  independent 
school  district  (out  of  Whitehall  township),  of  which 
the  following  is  the  record : 

Sept.  16,  1864,  petition  of  inhabitants  of  White- 
hall township,  of  the  village  of  Hokendauqua,  pre- 
sented, praying  for  an  independent  district.  The 
court  appointed  John  D.  Lawall,  Solomon  Greisemer, 
and  O.  L.  Schreiber  commissioners  to  inquire  into 
the  propriety  of  the  formation  of  the  district.  Jan.  9, 
1865,  the  commissioners  reported  "that  it  would  be 
expedient  to  form,  and  the  educational  interests  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  district  would  be  greatly  pro- 
moted by  forming  a  separate  and  independent  school 
district.  April  7, 1865,  the  court  confirmed  the  within 
report  absolutely." 

On  the  same  day  the  court  named  the  new  district 
"The  Hokendauqua  School  District." 

The  district  as  then  formed  now  contains  one  hun- 
dred and  forty-five  dwelling-houses,  three  stores,  one 
school-house  (with  three  schools),  and  one  church, 
and  about  seven  hundred  inhabitants. 

The  First  Presbyterian  Church  of  Hokendauqua 
dates  its  origin  back  to  the  year  1854, — about  the 
time  the  iron-works  at  this  place  were  started. 
Among  those  who  resided  here  were  seven  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  of  Catasauqua,  and  services 
were  begun  by  the  Eev.  Cornelius  Earle.  Prior  to 
1869  the  Old-  and  New-School  Presbyterians  held 
separate  services,  the  one  attending  the  services  of 
Eev.  C.  Earle  in  the  room  over  the  Thomas  Iron 
Company's  office,  and  the  other  attending  ministra- 
tions in  private  houses  by  Revs.  Leslie,  Irwin, 
James  Lewers,  and  William  Fulton.  In  that  year 
the  two  schools  were  united,  forming  one  good  and 
quite  strong  congregation.  They  held  their  meetings 
first  at  the  residence  of  Samuel  Thomas,  then  in  the 
company's  barn,  in  an  oil-house,  in  private  rooms,  in 
the  old  office  of  the  iron  company,  and  afterward  in 
the  new  office  erected  in  the  summer  of  1858.  On 
application  to  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  of  Lehigh 
County  the  church  obtained  a  charter  Nov.  8,  1855. 
The  original  trustees  named  in  the  charter  are  Samuel 
Thomas,  Walter  W.  Walters,  Samuel  Kinsey,  David 
Thomas,  Charles  D.  Fuller,  and  Jacob  Mickley,  Jr. 
In  1866  decisive  action  was  taken  with  reference  to 
erecting  a  suitable  house  of  worship.  Subscriptions 
were  raised  to  the  amount  of  two  thousand  three  hun- 
dred dollars,  and  the  directors  of  the  Thomas  Iron 
Company  gave  three  lots  of  ground  one  hundred  and 
fifty  feet  square,  on  which  the  church  building  is 
erected.  The  directors  also  donated  three  thousand 
five  hundred  dollars  in  cash  towards  the  church  edi- 
fice. The  corner-stone  of  the  new  building  was  laid 
Aug.  11,  1867,  and  the  new  church  was  dedicated 
Sept.  26,  1869.  Rev.  Cornelius  Earle,  of  Catasauqua, 
continued  as  pastor  of  the  congregation  until  1869, 
when  Eev.  James  A.  Little  was  chosen  pastor,  under 
whose  care  the  congregation  is  still  flourishing,  and 
now  has  about  two  hundred  members.     A  Sunday- 
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school  was  also  organized  in  connection  with  the 
church.  Within  the  last  year  an  elegant  parsonage 
was  erected  alongside  of  the  church. 

The  district  contains  a  large  brick  school-house,  in 
which  three  schools  are  kept  open  during  a  term  of 
ten  months  in  the  year.  The  school  directors  elected 
for  this  district  since  its  organization  are  given  else- 
where.    (See  list  of  school  directors.) 

Pleasant  Hill,  or  West  Catasauqua,  is  situated  on 
an  eminence  opposite  Catasauqua,  on  the  west  bank  of 
the  Lehigh  River.  It  is  built  upon  the  tract  of  land 
originally  owned  by  Adam  Miller,  and  laid  out  in 
building-lots  by  Joshua  Miller  and  some  of  the  other 
descendants  of  the  Miller  family  within  the  last 
fifteen  years.  It  has  a  population  of  five  hundred  and 
ninety-five,  contains  a  school-house  with  two  graded 
schools,  one  store,  two  hotels,  and  private  dwelling- 
houses.  The  Catasauqua  Station,  on  the  Lehigh 
Valley  Railroad,  is  located  in  this  village. 

The  Village  of  Fiillerton  is  located  on  the  tracts 
originally  settled  and  patented  by  Jacob  Yund,  Ste- 
phen Snyder,  and  Giles  Winsor,  on  the  Lehigh  River. 
It  has  sprung  up  since  the  building  of  the  iron-works 
and  other  industries  at  this  place,  within  the  last 
twenty  years,  the  first  of  which  was  the  rolling-mill, 
followed  by  the  car-works  of  Frederick  &  Co.,  the  car- 
wheel  works  and  forge  of  McKee  &  Fuller,  who  have 
also  since  acquired  the  car-works.  The  village  is 
named  after  James  W.  Fuller,  a  member  of  the  latter 
firm. 

The  upper  portion  of  the  village,  known  as  Fern- 
dale,  contains  the  "Ferndale  Rolling-Mill,"  owned 
and  operated  by  the  Catasauqua,  Manufacturing 
Company,  under  the  superintendency  of  Edward 
Edwards. 

The  village  now  has  a  populatioa  of  five  hundred 
and  fifty,  one  church  (known  as  the  Ferndale  Church), 
one  school-house,  with  four  graded  schools  and  one 
hundred  and  seventy-four  pupils,  three  stores,  one 
hotel,  railroad  station,  and  a  post-office  called  Fern- 
dale. 

The  Ferndale  Church. — Mr.  David  Thomas,  the 
president  of  the  Catasauqua  Manufacturing  Company, 
moved  by  the  uncared-for  spiritual  condition  of  this 
place,  and  aided  by  the  liberality  of  the  company, 
during  the  spring  of  1871  had  an  old  frame  barn  re- 
modeled and  fitted  up  as  a  place  of  worship,  in  size 
twenty-four  by  twenty-four  feet ;  yet  being  made  neat 
and  comfortably  furnished,  people  and  children  were 
soon  attracted  thereto.  A  Sunday-school  was  also  in- 
stituted under  the  care  of  Edward  Edwards.  The  build- 
ing was  formally  dedicated  to  the  worship  of  God  on 
Sunday,  June  11,  1871,  by  the  Rev.  C.  Earle,  pastor 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  Catasauqua,  who  from 
that  time,  assisted  by  Rev.  David  Griffith,  held  regular 
services  every  Sunday  afternoon.  Authority  having 
been  obtained  from  the  Presbytery  of  Lehigh,  a  Chris- 
tian church  was,  by  Mr.  Earle,  assisted  by  his  rulihg 
elder,  Daniel  Thomas,  regularly  organized  Oct.  8, 


1871,  according  to  the  Presbyterian  usage,  under  the 
style  and  title  of  the  "  Presbyterian  Church  of  Fern- 
dale." There  were  at  that  time  twelve  members,  to 
wit :  Edward  Edwards,  Mrs.  Mary  Jane  Edwards, 
Joseph  Davis,  Mrs.  Sarah  Davis,  William  Harris,  Mrs. 
Mary  Harris,  William  Evans,  Mrs.  Jane  Evans, 
Rachel  Hopkins,  Hannah  Lloyd,  William  Vaughn, 
and  David  Jones,  of  whom  Edward  Edwards  and 
Joseph  Davis  were  elected  elders. 

Mr.  Earle  was,  on  account  of  ill  health,  at  his  own 
request,  released  from  the  charge  of  the  church  in 
June,  1872,  and  Rev.  James  A.  Little,  of  Hokendau- 
qua,  was  appointed  stated  supply,  who  continues  in 
charge  to  this  date.  William  Harris  was  elected  elder 
March  24,  1878,  to  fill  the  vacancy  caused  by  the 
resignation  of  Joseph  Harris.  In  1773  the  church 
building  was  enlarged  to  accommodate  the  increasing 
numbers. 

The  church  now  has  a  membership  of  eighty  and 
a  Sabbath-school  of  two  hundred  pupils,  still  under 
the  superintendency  of  Mr.  Edwards,  in  a  flourishing 
condition. 

Egypt  is  a  village  on  the  Coplay  Creek,  one  mile 
from  the  Lehigh  River.  Traces  of  its  settlement  are 
found  as  early  as  1733.  It  is  built  upon  the  land 
originally  owned  by  Jacob  Kohler  and  Christian 
Steckel.  The  Kohlers  built  the  first  houses  in  this 
vicinity,  and  also  the  grist-mill.  The  store  and  hotel 
building  was  erected  in  1790  by  Jacob  Steckel,  who 
obtained  a  license  and  kept  the  hotel  in  connection 
with  the  store  until  1821,  when  the  hotel  was  aban- 
doned. In  1847  a  hotel  license  was  again  obtained,  by 
William  Leisenring,  now  of  Whitehall  Station,  who 
kept  the  hotel  and  store  for  some  years,  and  was  suc- 
ceeded by  David  Fatzinger,  Tilghman  Kohler,  and 
.John  Koch,  who  successively  carried  on  the  hotel  and 
store  business  until  1874,  when  Ephraim  Long,  the 
present  owner,  bought  the  same  and  took  possession 
of  it. 

A  tannery  was  erected  at  this  place  at  an  early 
date,  and  the  business  carried  on  by  William  Wether- 
hold,  William  Burkhalter,  Charles  Troxell,  Aaron 
Kechline,  and  A.  D.  Kechline,  the  present  owner. 

The  first  English  school  in  the  township  was  estab- 
lished at  this  place  in  1810.  It  was  held  in  a  one-and- 
a-half-story  stone  building,  still  standing  near  the 
church.  Among  the  masters  who  taught  here  were 
Thomas  Fitzgerp,ld,  Michael  Kraemer,  Henry  Scholl, 
William  Osman,  Russel  Ward,  John  K.  Clifton,  John 
H.  Oliver,  Alfred  B.  Schwartz,  Erastus  Rhoads, 
Amos  Steckel,  and  David -Stern. 

The  village  now  contains  thirty-seven  houses,  with 
one  hundred  and  seventy-five  inhabitants.  A  post- 
ofiice  is  kept  in  the  store,  with  a  daily  mail.  The 
Union  Church  at  this  place  dates  back  many  years. 
The  following  is  the  history  of  the  church  as  pre- 
pared by  Professor  J.  H.  Dubbs,  of  Franklin  and 
Marshall  College,  Lancaster,  Pa. 

In  1849  two  new  congregations  were  formed  out  of 
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the  Egypt  Church,  and  a  new  church  built  at  Mick- 
ley's,  in  the  central  part  of  the  township. 

South  Whitehall  Church.  —  South  Whitehall 
Church,  sometimes  called  Mickley's  Church,  now  in 
Whitehall  township,  was  organized  as  a  Union 
Church,  Lutheran  and  Reformed,  on  April  1,  1849. 
The  two  respective  congregations,  after  organization, 
elected  the  following  as  their  first  church  ofiBcers. 
On  the  Lutheran  side  were  elected,  as  elders,  Solo- 
mon Kemmerer  and  Reuben  Paul ;  as  deacons,  Na- 
than Eberhard,  David  Gross,  Jesse  Reichard,  and 
Thomas  Paul;  as  trustee,  George  Kemmerer;  and  as 
presiding  officer,  John  Sheirer.  On  the  Reformed 
side  were  elected,  as  elders,  David  Biery  and  Peter 
Roth ;  as  deacons,  Reuben  Schreiber,  Jacob  Seipel, 
Henry  Schadt,  and  Peter  Butz;  as  trustee,  John 
Schadt;  and  as  presiding  ofiicer,  Charles  Troxell. 
Thomas  Butz  was  elected  treasurer  for  both  congrega- 
tions, and  served  until  after  the  dedication  of  the  new 
church,  when  David  Eberhard  succeeded  him,  and 
served  until  his  death,  Aug.  21,  1869.  Since  that 
date  Nathan  Eberhard  has  served  up  to  the  present 
both  as  treasurer  and  secretary. 

At  this  same  meeting  for  organizing  the  congrega- 
tions a  building  committee  was  also  appointed,  con- 
sisting of  Jacob  Mickley,  Peter  Miller,  Peter  Mick- 
ley,  and  David  Eberhard,  and  steps  taken  towards 
erecting  a  church  building.  The  corner-stone  of  the 
new  building  was  laid  May  27,  1849,  and  the  dedica- 
tion took  place  November  17th  and  18th  of  the  same 
year.  The  land  on  which  the  church  building  stands, 
as  well  as  that  used  for  the  old  burial-ground  and  the 
adjoining  woodland,  were  donated  by  Daniel  Roth, 
David  Biery,  and  Joseph  Biery.  No  regular  pastors 
were  called  until  1850.  On  Jan.  1,  1850,  the  Re- 
formed congregation  called  ftev.  Joseph  Dubbs,  who 
served  until  1852,  when  he  was  succeeded  by  his  son, 
Rev.  A.  J.  G.  Dubbs,  who  served  until  1860,  when  he 
was  succeeded  by  the  second  son  of  the  first  pastor, 
now  Rev.  Professor  .Joseph  H.  Dubbs,  D.D.,  of  Frank- 
lin and  Marshall  College,  Lancaster,  Pa.,  who  re- 
mained with  the  congregation  until  1863,  when  the 
present  pastor,  Rev.  William  R.  Hoffbrd,  took  charge 
of  the  same. 

On  March  -29,  1850,  the  Lutheran  congregation 
elected  as  their  first  regular  pastor  Rev.  Jeremiah 
Schindel,  who  preached  his  introductory  sermon  May 
9,  1850.  He  served  the  congregation  until  1859. 
From  1859  to  1860,  Rev.  E.  B.  Kramlich  was  pastor. 
He  was  succeeded  by  Rev.  W.  G.  Mennig  as  supply 
from  Conference  until  1861.  From  1861  to  1866  the 
congregation  was  served  l)y  Rev.  F.  J.  P.  Schantz. 
He  was  followed  by  Rev.  Carl  Schlenker  as  supply 
from  Conference  from  October,  1866,  to  the  spring  of 
1867.  On  March  17,  1867,  Rev.  J.  D.  Schindel,  son 
of  the  first  pastor  of  the  congregation,  was  elected 
pastor,  and  has  served  the  same  to  this  date. 

The  organists  have  been  F.  G.  Bcrndt,  Jacob  Slera- 
mer,  John  S.  P.  Faust,  John  Leonhard,  Benjamin 


Seam,  Joseph  Gackenbach,  J.  Alfred  Fatzinger,  and 
the  present  incumbent,  James  B.  Snyder,  Esq. 

In  1869  the  building  was  beautifully  repaired  and 
frescoed,  at  a  cost  of  about  five  thousand  dollars.  The 
building  committee  consisted  of  Peter  Miller,  Thomas 
Butz,  Jacob  Mickley,  George  Kemmerer,  Reuben 
Schreiber,  George  H.  Stem,  Charles  Henninger,  and 
Edwin  Hausman.  The  ladies'  furnishing  committee 
consisted  of  Mrs.  Nathan  Eberhard,  Mrs.  T.  F.  Butz, 
Mrs.  D.  L.  Bogh,  Mrs.  Edwin  Hausman,  Mrs.  Jona- 
than Semmel,  Mrs.  Peter  Miller,  Mrs.  Reuben  Schrei- 
ber, Mrs.  F.  Levan,  Jlrs.  Charles  Henninger,  and 
Mrs.  George  H.  Stem,  with  T.  Franklin  Butz  as 
treasurer.  The  rededication  took  place  Nov.  28, 1869, 
just  ten  days  more  than  twenty  years  since  the  first 
dedication. 

From  1876,  when  the  present  basement  was  made, 
to  1881  various  repairs  were  made,  an  organ  for  Sun- 
day-school purposes  purchased,  and  the  property 
much  improved.  In  1881  the  splendid  tower  and 
steeple  now  adorning  the  building  were  erected.  The 
steeple  measures  nne  hundred  and  thirty-nine  feet. 
At  the  same  time  an  organist-house  was  built  by  the 
side  of  the  church.  The  building  committee  con- 
sisted of  T.  Franklin  Butz,  George  H.  Stem,  Dennis 
Frey,  Reuben  Hausman,  and  Alfred  T.  Mickley. 
After  the  completion  of  the  tower  a  magnificent  bell 
of  eighteen  hundred  pounds  was  placed  therein,  bear- 
ing these  inscriptions :  on  one  side,  "  The  Thomas 
Butz  Family  Memorial,"  on  the  other,  "Praise  to 
God  !  Donated  to  South  Whitehall  Church  by  Thomas 
F.  Butz,  Eliza  A.  Troxel,  and  EUenore  L.  S.  Weaver, 
1881."     The  dedication  took  place  .Ian.  8,  1881. 

During  the  summer  of  1882  a  fine  pipe-organ  of 
eighteen  stops,  made  by  Labaugh  &  Kemp,  of  New 
York  City,  was  presented  to  the  church  by  Mr.  George 
H.  Stem  and  family,  of  Stemton.  The  same  was 
dedicated  Sept.  24,  1882,  and  bears  this  inscription : 
"To  the  Praise  and  Glory  of  God.  Presented  by 
George  H.  Stem  and  Family  to  the  Reformed  and 
Lutheran  Congregations  of  South  Whitehall  Church, 
1882." 

This  church  is  showing  a  very  healthy  growth,  is 
prosperous,  peaceful,  has  a  fine  church  property  and 
cemetery,  and  is  considered  one  of  the  best  country 
churches  in  the  county.  Its  Sunday-school  is  under 
the  superintendence  of  Tilghman  G.  Helflrich,  Luth- 
eran, and  Edwin  Haaf,  Reformed,  with  T.  Franklin 
Butz,  president,  and  James  Eberhard,  secretary. 

The  present  church  councils  are  composed  of  the 
following :  on  the  Lutheran  side,  Elders,  Charles  Hen- 
ninger and  Edwin  Hausman;  Deacons,  Sylvester 
Helffrich,  William  Erdell,  Franklin  Wisser,  William 
Ebberwein;  Trustee,  Reuben  Hausman;  Presiding 
Officer,  Edwin  Hausmau.  On  the  Reformed  side,  as 
Elders,  T.  Franklin  Butz,  George  H.  Stern ;  Deacons, 
Richard  Lazarus,  Edward  Haaf,  Esrom  Roth,  Lewis 
Diefenderfer ;  Trustee,  Alfred  T.  Mickley ;  and  Pre- 
siding Officer,  T.  Franklin  Butz. 
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In  connection  with  the  burial-ground  belonging  to 
the  church  there  is  also  a  cemetery  association.  The 
land  for  this  purpose  was  bought  from  T.  F.  Butz, 
and  now  contains  two  acres,  all  laid  out  in  plots,  and 
owned  by  members  of  the  congregations  and  others. 

Industries  in  Whitehall  Township— The  Thomas 
Iron-Works  at  Hokendauqua,— One  of  the  most 
stanch  and  solid  iron  establishments  in  Pennsyl- 
vania is  that  located  in  the  model  industrial  town  of 
Hokendauqua,  and  bearing  the  name  of  the  pioneer 
anthracite  ironmaster  of  America.  The  works  in- 
deed owe  their  existence  in  a  very  large  measure  to 
the  enterprise  of  David  Thomas,  and  his  sons,  Samuel 
and  John  Thomas,  have  been  prominently  and  ac- 
tively identified  with  their  financial  and  practical 
management.  The  organization,  afterwards  incor- 
porated as  the  Thomas  Iron  Company,  had  its  incep- 
tion early  in  1854.  On  February  14th,  at  a  meeting 
held  at  Mrs.  White's  hotel,  in  Easton,  the  following 
persons  were  present  who  had  become  subscribers  to 
the  stock,  viz. ;  David  Thomas  and  Samuel  Thomas, 
of  Catasauqua;  E.  A.  Douglass,  of  Mauch  Chunk; 
Charles  A.  Luckenbach,  Michael  Krause,  and  John 
P.  Scholl,  of  Bethlehem  ;  Dr.  Henry  Detwiler,  Peter 
S.  Michler,  John  Drake,  Derrick  Hulict,  Russel  S. 
Chidsey,  John  T.  Knight,  Daniel  Whitsell,  and  Car- 
man F.  Randolph,  of  Easton ;  Benjamin  G.  Clark,  of 
New  York  ;  Ephraim  Marsh  and  William  H.  Talcott, 
of  New  Jersey,  respectively  the  president  and  super- 
intendent of  the  Morris  Canal  Company.  David 
Thomas  gave  his  views  concerning  the  establishment 
of  the  projected  works  and  the  best  place  for  their 
location,  and  a  committee  was  appointed  to  examine 
sites,  with  power  to  purchase.  At  the  same  meeting 
the  capital  of  the  company  was  fixed  at  two  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  and  the  present  name  was  adopted 
in  honor  of  David  Thomas.  Subsequently  a  board  of 
directors  was  appointed,  which  was  constituted  as 
follows,  viz. :  E.  A.  Douglass,  William  H.  Talcott, 
Ephraim  Marsh,  Peter  S.  Michler,  John  Drake,  Rus- 
sel S.  Chidsey,  and  C.  A.  Luckenbach.  A  complete 
organization  was  efiected  by  the  election  of  Peter  S. 
Michler  as  president,  the  appointment  of  Carman  F. 
Randolph  as  secretary  and  treasurer,  and  the  choice 
of  Samuel  Thomas  as  superintendent. 

Very  soon  after  the  first  steps  were  taken  toward, 
and  resulting  in,  the  organization  of  the  company. 
David  Thomas,  acting  in  behalf  of  his  associates, 
purchased  the  site  on  which  the  works  and  the  village 
of  Hokendauqua  have  since  been  laid  out.  The  first 
purchase  included  two  farms,  aggregating  about  one 
hundred  and  eighty-five  acres,  the  property  of  Thomas 
Butz,  who  was  paid  at  the  rate  of  about  two  hundred 
dollars  per  acre.  Other  purchases  have  been  made 
from  time  to  time  until  the  Hokendauqua  lands 
owned  by  the  company  amount  to  about  two  hundred 
and  forty  acres,  while  tracts  have  also  been  bought  at 
various  points  along  the  river  between  AUentown  and 
Coplay.     About  the  time  that  the  other  officers  were 


chosen,  David  Thomas  was  elected  trustee  of  real 
estate,  and  invested  with  the  sole  legal  authority  to 
convey  any  portion  of  that  owned  or  afterwards  ac- 
quired by  the  company. 

On  the  1st  of  March,  1854,  Samuel  Thomas,  the 
superintendent,  began  the  work  of  erecting  the  first 
two  furnaces,  with  the  necessary  accompanying  build- 
ings, and  at  the  same  time  the  town  was  laid  out,  and 
the  construction  of  houses  for  the  employfe  com- 
menced. Furnaces  No.  1  and  No.  2  were  skillfully 
planned,  and  most  substantially  built.  Each  was 
sixty  feet  high,  with  eighteen-foot  boshes.  Two 
beam  blowing-engines,  of  about  five  hundred  horse- 
power each,  with  their  proper  connections  and  appli- 
ances, were  manufactured  for  these  furnaces  by 
Robert  P.  Parrott,  of  the  Cold  Spring  Foundry,  at 
West  Point,  N.  Y.  The  steam  cylinders  of  these 
great  engines  were  fifty-six  inches  in  diameter,  with 
nine-foot  stroke,  and  the  blowing  cylinders  were 
ninety  inches  in  diameter,  with  the  same  stroke  as 
the  former.  Furnace  No.  1  was  put  in  blast  June  1, 
1855,  and  furnace  No.  2  on  October  23d  of  the  same 
year.  They  were  operated  successfully  from  the  first, 
producing  as  good  iron  as  any  in  the  country.  In 
1861-62  furnaces  Nos.  3  and  4  were  built.  These 
were  each  eighteen  feet  in  diameter,  and  fifty-five 
feet  in  height.  They  were  subsequently  increased  to 
sixty-five  feet  in  height.  For  the  operation  of  these 
furnaces  two  very  large  blowing-engines  were  erected, 
the  steam  and  blowing  cylinders  of  which  were  re- 
spectively of  sixty-six  and  one  hundred  and  eight 
inches  diameter,  with  ten-foot  stroke. 

In  1867  the  Lock  Ridge  Iron  Company  was  organ- 
ized, by  some  of  the  directors  of  the  Thomas  Iron 
Company  and  a  number  of  other  gentlemen.  This 
company  commenced  the  erection  of  two  furnaces 
near  the  junction  of  the  East  Penn  and  the  Cata- 
sauqua and  Fogelsville  Railroad,  but  before  they 
were  completed  the  organization  was  merged  with 
the  Thomas  Iron  Company.  The  furnaces,  each  of 
fifteen-foot  bosh  and  fifty-five  feet  in  height,  were 
subsequently  raised  five  feet,  and  became  the  Nos. 
7  and  8  of  the  Thomas  Company,  the  Nos.  5  and  6 
being  reserved  for  two  furnaces  which  the  manage- 
ment contemplated  building  at  Hokendauqua,  and 
which  were  erected  in  1872-73.  These  were  each  of 
eighteen-foot  bosh,  and  sixty  feet  in  height.  An  ad- 
ditional blowing-engine  of  the  same  size  and  style  as 
those  connected  with  furnaces  Nos.  3  and  4  was  put 
in  to  furnish  the  blast  for  these  furnaces. 

In  April,  1882,  the  company  bought  from  D.  Run- 
kle  &  Co.  the  Keystone  Furnace,  in  Glendon  borough, 
near  Easton,  and  this  furnace,  of  sixteen-foot  bosh 
and  sixty-three  feet  in  height,  became  their  No.  9. 
With  these  nine  furnaces  the  company  can  produce 
about  one  hundred  and  twenty  thousand  tons  of  pig- 
iron  per  annum,  allowance  of  ample  time  being  made 
for  repairs,  when  the  furnaces  must  of  course  be  out 
of  blast. 
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The  company's  capital  has  been  increased  from 
time  to  time  until  it  is  at  present  two  millions  of  dol- 
lars. Large  ore-beds  have  been  bought  in  Lehigh  and 
Berks  Counties,  as  well  as  extensive  mines  of  magnetic 
ore  in  New  Jersey.  The  company  also  leases  ore-beds, 
and  purchases  great  quantities  of  ore  from  mines 
operated  by  private  enterprise.  The  enterprise  of  the 
company  found  exercise  in  joint  operation  with  the 
Crane  Iron-Works  in  the  construction  of  the  Cata- 
sauqua  and  Fogelsville  Railroad,  and  in  1882  the  com- 
pany became  the  sole  owner  of  the  Ironton  Railroad, 
purchasing  it  from  Robert  L.  Kennedy,  of  New  York. 

The  company  owns  sixteen  locomotives,  which  are 
used  in  conveying  ore,  coal,  limestone,  and  iron  upon 
their  railroads,  and  from  one  point  to  another  about 
the  furnaces.  The  works  are  very  conveniently 
arranged  for  the  handling  of  material,  and  have  ex- 
cellent communication  with  the  markets  by  means  of 
two  railroads  and  the  canal.  The  works  are  regarded 
by  iron  men  as  having  few,  if  any,  superiors,  in  regard 
to  the  thoroughly  substantial  plan  of  their  construc- 
tion, economical  arrangement,  and  perfection  of  detail, 
for  which  credit  is  largely  due  to  Mr.  Samuel  Thomas, 
at  first  superintendent  and  then  president  of  the 
company,  and  his  brother,  John  Thomas,  who  has 
occupied  the  former  position  for  the  past  sixteen  years. 
In  the  great  work  on  metallurgy,  published  in  London 
in  1864  by  John  Percy,  M.D.,  F.R.S.,  the  Thomas 
Iron-Works  were  the  only  ones  in  America  which 
were  represented,  the  account  of  them,  accompanied 
by  drawings  in  detail,  being  furnished  by  Professor 
George  Brush,  of  Yale  College.  These  works  were 
selected  because  of  their  perfection  as  the  model  ones 
for  illustration  of  iron  manufacture  in  the  United 
States. 

Since  the  organization  of  the  Thomas  Iron  Com- 
pany a  number  of  changes  have  taken  place  among 
its  officials,  which  we  here  note.  The  first  president, 
Peter  S.  Miehler,  resigned  in  1855,  and  was  succeeded 
by  C.  A.  Luckenbach,  who  remained  in  office  until 
1864,  when  he  sold  his  interest  and  retired  from  the 
company.  Samuel  Thomas,  who  had  been  the  first 
and  only  superintendent,  was  then  elected  president, 
and  by  re-election  has  held  the  oflice  to  the  present, 
a  period  of  twenty  years.  In  May,  1856,  John  T. 
Knight  succeeded  Carman  F.  Randolph,  the  first 
treasurer  and  secretary,  and  has  held  that  ofiice  con- 
tinuously since.  For  some  time  after  Samuel  Thomas' 
election  as  president  he  continued  to  fill  his  old  office 
of  superintendent,  having  as  assistants  at  diflerent 
periods  his  son  David  and  Valentine  W.  Weaver. 
David  Thomas,  Jr.,  came  to  the  works  as  assistant 
superintendent  in  the  summer  of  1860.  He  had  been 
educated  to  the  iron  industry  under  his  father,  and 
had  previously  been  connected  with  these  works,  but 
for  three  years  immediately  anterior  to  the  date  men- 
tioned he  had  been  in  charge  of  a  furnace,  principally 
owned  by  the  family,  at  Canal  Dover,  Ohio.  In  Sep- 
tember, 1861,  a  little  over  a  year  after  assuming  the 


duties  of  assistant  superintendent  at  the  Thomas 
Works,  he  received  injuries  by  a  fall  from  the  top  of 
the  hot-blast  oven,  from  which  his  death  ensued  on 
the  10th  of  November  following.  Had  he  lived,  his 
natural  ability  and  large  experience  would  doubtless 
have  made  him  one  of  the  leading  ironmasters  of  the 
valley.  In  1867,  John  Thomas  was  elected  to  the 
office  of  general  superintendent,  which  he  has  since 
filled,  with  Edwin  Mickley  as  assistant.  Mr.  Mickley 
entered  the  employ  of  the  company  in  October,  1856, 
and  took  charge  of  the  mines.  He  has  since  continued 
to  superintend  this  department,  and  is  recognized  as 
one  of  the  most  thoroughly  practical  metallurgists  in 
the  State.  He  has  made  many  improvements  at  the 
mines,  facilitating  the  economical  handling  of  the 
ores,  and  has  been  a  generally  useful  and  valuable 
man  to  the  company. 

The  employes  of  the  Thomas  Iron- Works  at  the 
furnaces  number  about  three  hundred  and  fifteen, 
while  enough  more  are  kept  at  work  in  limestone- 
quarrying  and  ore-digging  to  swell  the  number  to  two 
thousand.  At  Hokendauqua  and  elsewhere  the  men 
in  the  employ  of  the  company  enjoy  many  advantages 
not  usually  found  amid  the  surroundings  of  a  great 
manufacturing  establishment.  The  town,  of  which 
we  have  made  mention,  has  been  developed  entirely 
through  the  operation  of  this  industry.  Its  popula- 
tion, consisting  of  nearly  a  thousand  people,  is  de- 
pendent upon  the  Thomas  Works.  At  first  the  com- 
pany undertook  to  sell  the  lots  in  the  town  they  plat- 
ted here,  but  perceiving  that  if  they  did  so  saloons 
would  be  established  and  various  evils  ensue,  they 
changed  their  policy  and  began  building  extensively 
for  their  employes.  The  town  as  a  result  contains  no 
place  where  liquor  is  sold,  and  the  liberality  and  far- 
seeing  policy  of  the  management  has  provided  the 
employes  and  their  families  with  far  better  and 
pleasanter  homes  than  most  of  them  would  have  es- 
tablished for  themselves.  The  long  lines  of  neat  and 
substantial  houses  have  ample  door-yards,  neatly 
fenced,  and  they  line  broad,  well-graded,  tree-shaded 
streets.  The  company  has  introduced  both  hard  and 
soft  water, — the  former  from  a  fine  spring  and  the 
latter  from  the  river, — which  is  conducted  by  pipes 
along  every  street,  and  constantly  fiows  from  syphons 
on  each  square,  while  those  who  desire  can  by  a  very 
slight  expense  extend  the  pipes  into  their  houses,  as 
has  been  done  in  many  instances. 

When  the  town  was  laid  out  lots  were  donated  for 
a  church  and  school-house,  which  are  at  present  oc- 
cupied by  fine  buildings.  Towards  the  establishment 
of  the  church  the  company  gave  five  thousand  dollars, 
and  the  first  school-house  was  built  entirely  with  its 
funds.  The  company  has  also  built  a  church  at  its 
iron-ore  mines  in  New  Jersey,  and  contributed  to  one 
at  Lock  Ridge.  At  Hokendauqua  the  second  story  of 
a  large  building  is  set  apart  by  the  company  as  a 
young  men's  library  and  reading-room,— a  model  in- 
stitution of  the  kind,  well  supplied  with  the  best  of 
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reading  matter,  both  in  book,  magazine,  and  news- 
paper form.  The  company  has  also  built  a  very  neat 
and  tasteful  station  for  the  Lehigh  Valley  Railroad, 
in  which  is  also  conveniently  included  the  post-office. 
In  short,  the  entire  town  exhibits  the  evidences  of  the 
liberality  of  the  company,  and  the  considerate  regard 
of  its  officials  for  the  well-being  of  those  in  their  em- 
ploy. The  present  board  of  directors  is  composed  of 
Samuel  Thomas,  of  Catasauqua ;  B.  G.  Clark,  of  New 
York  ;  William  W.  Marsh  and  David  Eunkle,  of  New 
Jersey  ;  John  T.  Knight,  Samuel  Drake,  and  Charles 
Stewart,  of  Eastou. 

John  Thomas,  the  son  of  David  and  Elizabeth 
Thomas,  of  Yniscedwin,  South  Wales,  was  born  at  the 
latter  place,  Sept.  29,  1829,  and  when  a  lad  emigrated 
with  his  parents  to  America,  landing  in  New  York  on 
the  5th  of  June,  1839.  He  accompanied  the  family 
to  Pennsylvania,  and  after  a  brief  residence  at  Al- 
lentown  became  a  resident  of  Catasauqua,  Lehigh  Co., 
where  his  youth  was  spent.  His  early  advantages  of 
education  were  obtained  at  Allentown,  after  which  he 
became  a  pupil  of  Nazareth  Hall,  in  Northampton 
County,  where  a  year  was  devoted  to  perfecting  him- 
self in  the  principal  English  branches.  Having  com- 
pleted his  studies  at  the  Allentown  Academy,  he  deter- 
mined to  acquire  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  business 
of  an  ironmaster,  and  with  that  end  in  view  entered 
the  blacksmith-shops  of  the  Crane  Iron-Works.  Hav- 
ing become  entirely  familiar  with  this  department  of 
labor,  he  entered  the  machine-shops  and  furnaces, 
and  thus  by  his  thorough  and  practical  acquaintance 
with  the  business  fitted  himself  for  the  direction  of  the 
company's  extensive  interests.  On  the  retirement  of 
David  Thomas  from  the  active  superintendency  of 
the  works,  he  was  succeeded  by  his  son,  John,  who 
filled  the  position  with  ability  and  marked  success 
until  1867,  when,  in  June  of  that  year,  he  resigned  to 
accept  the  appointment  of  general  superintendent  of 
the  Thomas  Iron- Works  at  Hokendauqua.  His  rela- 
tions with  the  officers  and  employes  of  the  Crane  Iron- 
Works,  both  in  a  social  and  business  capacity,  were 
of  such  a  character  as  to  occasion  general  regret  at 
his  departure.  Under  the  efficient  management  of 
Mr.  Thomas  two  new  furnaces  have  been  built,  and  a 
high  degree  of  prosperity  has  been  attained  by  the 
Thomas  Iron-Works,  while  the  social  and  moral  in- 
fluence of  his  presence  and  that  of  his  family  in  Ho- 
kendauqua is  in  a  high  degree  salutary. 

Mr.  Thomas  was  married  on  the  7th  of  May,  1855, 
to  Miss  Helen,  daughter  of  Hopkin  Thomas,  of  Cat- 
asauqua. Their  surviving  children  are  David  H.  (who 
has  charge  of  the  Thomas  Iron  Company's  furnaces 
at  Lock  Eidge),  Miriam,  Bessie  H.,  Samuel  E.,  Kittle 
v.,  and  John  W.  Mr.  Thomas  is  largely  identified 
with  other  business  interests,  as  director  of  the  Cat- 
asauqua and  Fogelsville  Railroad,  president  for  some 
years  of  the  Catasauqua  Manufacturing  Company,  and 
director  of  the  Upper  Lehigh  Coal  Company.  As 
director  for  a  long  period  of  the  schools  of  the  borough. 


he  has  evinced  much  zeal  in  the  cause  of  education. 
He  is  in  politics  a  Eepublican,  and  more  or  less  active 
in  the  local  issues  of  the  day,  but  not  with  a  view  to 
personal  advancement.  Mr.  Thomas  is  in  religion  a 
Presbyterian  and  member  of  the  church  at  Hoken- 
dauqua, as  are  also  Mrs.  Thomas  and  five  of  their 
children. 

Edwin  Mickley,  the  assistant  superintendent  of  the 
Thomas  Iron-Works,  is  the  great-great-grandson  of 
John  Jacob  Michelet,  who  was  a  native  of  Deux-Ponts, 
Alsace,  and  born  in  1697.  He  married  Elizabeth 
Burkhalter,  and  had  five  children  ;  John  Jacob,  whose 
birth  occurred  in  1734  and  his  death  in  1809,  being 
the  eldest  son.  He  was  united  in  marriage  to  Susane 
Miller,  who  was  the  mother  of  five  children.  The 
name  of  John  Jacob  was  perpetuated  in  their  eldest 
sou,  born  in  1766,  who  died  in  1857.  He  married 
Eva  Catherine  Schreiber,  whose  children  were  Jacob, 
Joseph  J.,  Polly,  Sarah,  and  Anna.  Jacob,  of  this 
number,  and  the  father  of  Edwin,  was  born  in  1794, 
and  married  to  Anna,  daughter  of  Nicholas  Kern. 
Among  their  eleven  children  was  Edwin,  whose  birth 
occurred  on  the  20th  of  April,  1830,  in  Whitehall 
township,  where,  on  the  homestead,  his  youth,  until 
his  sixteenth  year,  was  spent.  The  two  succeeding 
years  were  devoted  to  study  at  Kingston,  in  the 
Wyoming  Valley,  after  which,  on  his  return,  he  de- 
termined upon  the  development  of  his  mechanical 
genius  by  acquiring  proficiency  in  the  trade  of  a 
master-machinist.  With  this  in  view  he  entered  the 
shops  of  the  Crane  Iron-Works,  and  after  an  extended 
experience  in  its  various  departments  repaired  to  New 
York,  where  the  winter  of  1854  was  spent  in  the  shops 
of  the  Globe  Works.  Meanwhile  he  assisted  Mr. 
Samuel  Thomas  in  the  erection  of  the  Boonton  Iron- 
Works,  in  Morris  County,  N.  J.,  and  left  them  in  suc- 
cessful operation.  In  the  spring  of  1854,  Mr.  Mick- 
ley removed  to  Fogelsville,  and  conducted  a  foundry 
and  machine-shop,  having  here  constructed  the  first 
engine  used  in  the  zinc-mines  of  the  vicinity.  After 
two  and  a  half  years  spent  in  connection  with  the 
latter  enterprise,  in  October,  1856,  he  became  asso- 
ciated with  the  Thomas  Iron-Works  as  superintendent 
of  their  mining  interests.  His  capacity  and  thorough 
knowledge  of  mechanics  rendered  his  assistance  in- 
valuable, not  less  in  this  than  in  other  departments 
of  the  business.  He  aided  in  the  erection  of  the  fur- 
naces known  as  Nos.  3  and  4,  and  for  a  period  had 
charge  of  the  company's  works.  It  is  but  just  to 
say  that  Mr.  Mickley  has  been  one  of  the  important 
factors  in  the  success  of  the  Thomas  Iron-Works,  and 
in  the  prestige  they  have  gained  among  manufacturers. 
In  directing  his  efforts  towards  the  reduction  in  cost 
of  production,  he  has  been  especially  successful,  and 
enabled  the  company  to  manufacture  iron  at  cheaper 
rates  and  of  superior  quality.  During  the  late  war 
Mr.  Mickley  served  as  first  lieutenant  of  Company  B, 
Thirty-eighth  Regiment  Pennsylvania  (ninety  days) 
Militia,  then  engaged  in  defensive  operations.  Having 
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early  affiliated  with  the  Whig  party  in  politics,  he 
found  the  princii>les  of  the  Republican  platform  in 
harmony  with  his  convictions,  though  he  has  never 
sought  oflBcial  position.  He  has  ever  manifested  a 
strong  interest  in  the  intellectual  as  well  as  the  ma- 
terial growth  of  Hokendauqua,  and  served  for  twenty 
years  as  president  of  the  school  board.  He  is  a  di- 
rector, and  was  one  of  the  chief  promoters,  of  the 
Iron  ton  Railroad.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the 
American  Institute  of  Mining  Engineers.  He  is  a 
Presbyterian  in  his  religious  faith,  member  and  elder 
of  the  Hokendauqua  Church  of  that  denomination, 
and  superintendent  of  the  Sabbath-school.  Mr.  Mick- 
ley  was  married  in  September,  1853,  to  Miss  Matilda, 
daughter  of  Solomon  Fogel,  of  Fogelsville.  Their 
children  are  Anna  D.,  Lillie  E.  (Mrs.  H.  M.  Chance, 
of  Philadelphia),  Minnie  F.,  and  a  son,  John  Jacob. 

The  Coplay  Iron-Works, — In  the  summer  of  1853, 
Stephen  Balliet,  Stephen  Balliet,  Jr.,  Aaron  Balliet, 
and  Benjamin  S.  Levan  became  associated  together  as 
Stephen  Balliet  &  Co.,  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  and 
operating  an  iron  furnace.  Twelve  acres  of  land  on 
the  west  bank  of  Coplay  Creek  (where  the  works  now 
are)  were  purchased  of  Daniel  Schreiber,  and  the 
foundation  of  Furnace  No.  1  was  laid  in  the  fall  of 
the  year,  and  all  was  ready  for  the  erection  of  the 
stack  in  the  spring  of  1854.  A  block  of  frame  houses 
for  the  workmen  was  also  built  in  the  fall  of  1853, 
and  the  locality  thus  began  to  bear  an  appearance 
prophetic  of  future  activity.  Stephen  Balliet,  Sr,, 
died  on  the  17th  of  January,  1854,  and  a  reconstruc- 
tion of  the  firm  became  necessary.  Joseph  Laubach 
and  Lewis  A.  Buckley  were  admitted  as  partners. 
The  company  was  then  incorporated  as  the  Lehigh 
Valley  Iron  Company.  Joseph  Laubach  was  made 
president,  and  Benjamin  S.  Levan  was  elected  to  fill 
the  office  of  secretary,  treasurer,  and  superintendent. 
Work  was  resumed  in  the  spring  of  1854,  and  stack 
No.  1  was  erected,  being  forty-five  feet  in  height,  and 
of  fourteen-foot  bosh.  The  company  bought  hema- 
tite ore-beds  in  Whitehall  township,  and  afterwards 
others  in  Long  Swamp,  Bucks  Co.,  as  well  as  the 
Ogden  Magnetic  Ore-Mines,  in  Sussex  County,  N.  J. 

A  superintendent's  house  was  erected  in  the  fall  of  ' 
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Furnace  No.  2,  the  dimensions  of  which  were  fifty-  I 
five  feet  in  height,  sixteen  feet  bosh,  and  seven  feet  tun- 
nel-head, was  built  in  1862,  and  about  the  same  time 
a  block  of  eleven  houses  was  erected.  These  dwell- 
ings were  a  combination  of  brick  and  frame,  and  were 
both  substantial  and  tasteful  structures. 

In  1867  Furnace  No.  3  was  built  to  meet  the  in- 
creahcd  demand  on  the  company.  This  was  fifty-five 
feet  high,  the  bosh  was  sixteen  feet,  and  the  tunnel- 
head  eight  feet.  From  seventy  to  one  hundred  men 
are  now  employed,  and  to  give  their  workmen  good 
homes  the  company  put  up  ten  more  houses,  building 
this  time  entirely  of  brick,  on  Third  Street. 

The  works  were  carried  on  without  any  further  ad- 


ditions and  with  varying  degrees  of  success  until 
1878.  In  that  year  financial  difficulties  which  had 
been  growing  thick  about  the  company  for  some  time 
became  so  serious  that  business  was  discontinued. 
The  furnaces  were  blown  out  in  December,  and  re- 
mained idle  until  late  in  the  year  1879,  when  their 
operation  was  resumed  by  the  Coplay  Iron  Company 
(Limited),  which  was  incorporated  June  18th  of  that 
year.  This  company  consists  of  forty  corporators, 
and  has  a  capital  of  .'s;200,000.  Its  officers  are.  Presi- 
dent, E.  P.  Wilbur ;  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  William 
H.  Ainey  ;  Superintendent,  Valentine  W.  Weaver; 
Directors,  William  H.  Ainey,  E.  P.  Wilbur,  W.  Dod- 
son,  Aaron  Balliet,  V.  W.  Weaver,  Joseph  Laubach, 
R.  M.  Gummere,  and  Dr.  John  S.  Wentz.  The  out- 
put of  the  works  is  about  thirty  thousand  tons  of 
foundry  pig-iron  annually. 

Benjamin  S.  Levan  is  a  descendant  of  a  family 
of  Huguenot  blood,  who  were  emigrants  to  America 
at  an  early  date.  John  Le  Van,  the  grandfather  of 
the  subject  of  this  biographical  sketch,  resided  in  Berks 
County,  where  he  cultivated  a  farm  successfully.  He 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Margaretta  Kahler, 
and  had  children, — Daniel,  John,  Charles,  Peter,  and 
two  daughters.  Daniel  was  born  in  Berks  County, 
and  later  made  Schuylkill  County  his  residence, 
where  his  death  occurred.  He  married  Miss  Hetty 
Stout,  of  Berks  County,  whose  children  are  Lydia, 
Anna,  Elizabeth,  Hetty,  Sarah,  Catherine,  Isaac,  Ben- 
jamin S.,  Joseph,  James,  and  William  Augustus. 
Benjamin  S.  was  born  Oct.  26,  1806,  in  Maiden  Creek 
township,  Berks  Co.,  and  at  an  early  age  removed  to 
Kutstown.  His  first  business  experience  was  obtained 
in  Philadelphia,  where  for  five  years  he  was  employed 
as  a  grocer's  clerk.  From  thence  he  removed  to 
Lehigh  County,  and  settled  in  Ballietsville.  He  sub- 
sequently became  superintendent  of  the  Lehigh  Fur- 
nace, in  Washington  township,  and  in  that  capacity 
served  the  company  faithfully  for  a  period  of  twenty- 
eight  years.  He  then  removed  to  Whitehall  town- 
ship, and  erected  tlie  furnace  of  the  Lehigh  Valley 
Iron  Company,  of  which  he  was  for  thirty  years 
superintendent  and  general  manager.  On  retiring 
from  this  official  position  the  company,  as  a  token  of 
their  appreciation  of  his  invaluable  services,  presented 
him  with  a  costly  watch  and  chain,  appropriately 
inscribed.  Mr.  Levan  has  had  little  leisure  for  mat- 
ters of  a  political  nature.  He  was  formerly  a  Demo- 
crat, and  now  votes  the  Republican  ticket.  He  is  an 
elder  of  the  Reformed  Church  of  Coplay,  and  was  the 
most  liberal  contributor  to  the  erection  of  the  church 
edifice.  Mr.  Levan  is  married  to  Miss  Maria,  daugh- 
ter of  the  late  Stephen  Balliet,  Sr.  Their  children  are 
Albert  (deceased),  Stephen  (deceased),  Francis  (de- 
ceased), Paul,  James  (deceased).  Garret,  and  Susan 
(Mrs.  Charles  I.  Rader). 

Valentine  W.  Weaver,  of  the  Coplay  Iron- Works, 
is  of  an  old  family  of  this  region.  His  great-grand- 
father  emigrated    from    Germany   to   America,   and 
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settled  in  Virginia,  from  whence  he  removed  to  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania,  and  located  in  Lehigh  (then 
Northampton)  County.  His  son,  Valentine,  was 
united  in  marriage  to  a  Miss  Weygandt,  and  had  chil- 
dren, among  whom  was  Charles,  the  father  of  the  subject 
of  this  biograpliy,  born  in  Northampton  County,  and 
married  to  Catherine  Hummel,  whose  children  were 
three  sons  and  four  daughters.  Valentine  W.,  of  this 
number,  was  born  Jan.  9,  1826,  in  Northampton 
County.  A  portion  of  his  boyhood  was  spent  in  Nor- 
thumberland County,  with  such  advantages  of  educa- 
tion as  were  afforded  in  the  neighboring  schools.  He 
early  began  a  business  career  as  clerk  at  Berlinsville, 
Northampton  County,  and  subsequently  acted  in  the 
same  capacity  at  Milton,  Pa.,  and  also  at  Easton  and 
Catasauqua.  At  the  age  of  twenty  he  became  an 
apprentice  to  the  Crane  Iron-Works,  and  having  per- 
fected himself  at  the  trade  of  a  machinist,  speedily 
consummated  an  engagement  with  the  same  company, 
as  the  agent  of  their  mining  interests  at  Catasauqua 
and  the  vicinity. 

Mr.  Weaver  remained  several  years  thus  employed, 
and  later  removed  to  Hokendauqua  as  assistant  super- 
intendent of  the  works  of  the  Thomas  Iron  Company. 
He  afterwards  erected  the  Lock  Ridge  Furnaces  for 
the  Lock  Ridge  Iron  Company,  and  managed  them 
successfully  in  the  interest  of  the  Thomas  Iron  Com- 
pany. On  concluding  his  labors  at  this  point  he  re- 
moved to  Pine  Grove,  Cumberland  Co.,  where  the 
latter  company  had  also  an  extensive  property,  and 
remained  three  years.  His  services  were  next  in  de- 
mand in  connection  with  the  works  of  the  Millers- 
town  Iron  Company.  In  July,  1879,  he  removed  to 
Coplay  as  superintendent  of  the  Coplay  Iron  Com- 
pany's Works,  where  he  is  at  present  engaged.  In 
these  various  fields  of  labor  he  has  demonstrated  his 
thorough  knowledge  of  all  departments  of  the  busi- 
ness, and  contributed  largely  to  the  profitable  results 
of  the  year's  labor.  Mr.  Weaver  was  married,  in  1848, 
to  Miss  Mary,  daughter  of  Jacob  Mickley,  of  White- 
hall township.  Their  children  are  William  M., 
James  W.,  Valentine  W.,  Lizzie,  Mary  (Mrs.  H.  8. 
Bachmau),  Catharine  M.,  and  Emily  J.  Mr.  Weaver 
is  a  director  of  the  Macungie  Iron  Company,  and 
interested  as  a  director  in  the  National  Banks  of 
Slatington  and  Catasauqua.  He  is  also  a  director  of 
the  Hokendauqua  Bridge  Company.  He  is  in  politics 
a  Republican,  but  not  an  aspirant  for  official  position. 
He  is  in  his  religious  affiliations  a  Presbyterian  and 
member  of  that  church,  as  are  also  his  family. 

Aaron  Balliet,  the  grandson  of  Stephen  Balliet  and 
his  wife,  Magdalena  Burkhalter,  and  son  of  Stephen 
Balliet  and  his  wife,  Susan  Ihrie,  was  born  March  7, 
1813,  in  Whitehall  township,  Lehigh  Co.,  where  his 
boyhood  was  passed.  The  advantages  of  education 
in  the  vicinity  of  his  home  being  limited,  he  became 
a  pupil  of  an  excellent  school  at  Milford,  N.  J.,  and 
later  in  his  native  State. 

On  returning  to  his  home,  in  1837,  Mr.  Balliet  de- 


termined to  follow  an  active  business  career,  and 
erected  in  Carbon  County  a  charcoal  furnace  which 
he  successfully  operated  for  twenty  years,  after  which 
he  purchased  the  homestead  at  Ballietsville.  In  con- 
nection with  other  partners,  he,  in  1854,  built  a  fur- 
nace at  Coplay,  the  ownership  of  which  has  since 
passed  into  the  hands  of  a  company  known  as  the 
Coplay  Iron  Company,  in  which  he  is  a  director.  Mr. 
Balliet,  on  Aug.  21,  1845,  married  Sarah,  daughter  of 
John  Dengler,  of  Carbon  County.  To  this  union  were 
born  eight  children,  two  of  whom  died  in  childhood. 
Those  who  reached  adult  years  were  Francis,  Julia 
(Mrs.  Augustus  Hollershoff),  Ella  (Mrs.  A.  Hollers- 
hoflf),  Emma  (Mrs.  O.  P.  Lampher),  Anne  (Mrs.  0. 
E.  Holman),  and  Susan  Ida.  Mr.  Balliet  was  a  second 
time  married  on  March  6,  1867,  to  Miss  Catharine, 
daughter  of  David  Housman,  of  Whitehall  township, 
whose  children  are  Aaron,  Harvey,  and  Ada  M. 
Mr.  Balliet,  while  devoting  his  attention  to  the  man- 
ufacture of  iron  and  the  development  of  iron  mines, 
has  also  been  interested  in  farming  occupations.  He 
has  always  been  either  a  Whig  or  a  Republican  in 
politics,  and  has  served  as  justice  of  the  peace,  school 
director,  and  in  various  minor  capacities.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  German  Reformed  Church  of  Union- 
ville,  which  he  aided  materially  in  building. 

The  Coplay  Cement- Works. — In  a  region  not  pos- 
sessing the  immense  riches  of  coal  and  iron  which  are 
contained  in  nature's  vast  vaults  along  the  Lehigh, 
the  great  deposit  of  rock  suitable  for  manufacture 
into  cement  would  have  attracted  far  more  attention 
than  it  has  here,  and  alone  would  have  sufficed  to 
have  made  the  locality  famous.  But  here  the  impor- 
tance of  these  rock-beds  has  been  in  a  large  measure 
dwarfed  by  the  colossal  operations  in  coal  upon  one 
side,  and  iron  upon  the  other.  Nevertheless,  it  was 
by  men  engaged  in  mining  the  former,  and  seeking 
a  way  of  placing  it  in  the  market,  that  the  cement 
rocks  were  first  discovered  and  their  value  demon- 
strated. The  Lehigh  Coal  and  Navigation  Compaoy, 
which  operated  the  mines  on  Summit  Hill  and  else- 
where in  Carbon  County,  and  after  establishing  a 
slack-water  navigation,  finally  constructed  a  canal 
along  the  river,  made  use  of  the  rock  which  nature 
had  placed  so  conveniently  near,  about  the  year  1829. 
They  quarried  it  on  the  east  side  of  the  river  just  above 
Siegfried's  bridge,  and  manufactured  from  it  the 
cement  which  they  used  in  building  the  dams  and 
locks  of  their  canal.  The  company  continued  the 
making  of  cement  until  1872,  when  the  beds  were 
leased  to  Gen.  James  Selfridge,  who,  after  enlarging 
the  capacity  of  the  works,  carried  on  business  for  two 
or  three  years,  and  then  discontinued  it. 

Many  years  prior  to  the  latter  date,  however,  the 
cuts  made  for  the  track  of  the  Lehigh  Valley  Rail- 
road had  laid  bare  along  the  west  side  of  the  river  an 
extensive  formation  of  rock  similar  to  that  which  had 
been  so  long  used  upon  the  east  side,  and  possessing 
all  of  the  qualities  desirable  for  the  manufacture  of 
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paints  manufactured  are  pure  linseed-oil  paints  pro- 
duced in  all  the  varied  shades  required  for  house- 
painting,  with  a  line  of  metallic  paints  in  general 
use  for  cars,  bridges,  barns,  fences,  etc. 

With  a  small  beginning  as  to  manufacturing  facili- 
ties, this  establishment  has  grown  steadily  to  meet 
the  wants  of  a  growing  business  until  now  it  ranks  as 
the  largest  of  the  kind  in  the  State  outside  of  Phila- 
delphia and  Pittsburgh,  and  promises  fair  to  keep 
pace  with  the  growing  industries  of  the  famous 
Lehigh  Valley. 


BIOGRAPHICAL    SKETCHES. 


THOMAS  F.  BUTZ. 
Thomas  F.  Butz  is  the  son  of  Thomas  and  Maria 
Butz,  and  was  born  on  the  25th  of  July,  1826,  in 
Whitehall  township,  and  spent  his  youth  at  the  home 
of  his  parents.  The  earliest  advantages  of  education 
were  received  at  the  school  of  the  neighborhood,  after 
which  he  became  a  pupil  at  Still  Valley,  Warren  Co., 
N.  J.  He  had  already  become  familiar  with  the  labor 
of  the  farm,  and  on  returning  resumed  this  occupa- 
tion. During  the  year  1849  he  cultivated  the  farm 
on  shares  until  his  purchase  in  1855  of  his  present 
residence.  Since  that  date  Mr.  Butz  has  been  an  en- 
terprising, intelligent,  and  successful  farmer,  availing 
himself  of  the  improved  methods  which  have  light- 
ened the  labor  of  the  agriculturist,  increased  the  an- 
nual yield  of  his  land,  and  made  his  occupation  both 
congenial  and  profitable.  In  1876  he  retired  from  the 
active  management  of  the  farm,  having  placed  it  in 
charge  of  his  son,  though  still  retaining  his  resi- 
dence. Mr.  Butz  was  married  in  1849  to  Miss  Dianna,' 
daughter  of  Jonathan  Ott,  of  Hanover  township. 
Their  children  are  Thomas  J.  and  Anna  (Mrs.  James 
P.  Geidner),  deceased.  He  was  married  again  in  1852 
to  Miss  Mary  Ann,  daughter  of  Solomon  Heinley,  of 
Northampton  County,  and  has  children, — Savannah 
E.  (Mrs.  Edwin  C.  Kramlich),  Ida  L.  (deceased),  Sin- 
cerilla  F.  (deceased),  Benjamin  F.  (deceased),  and 
Reuben  A.  Since  his  retirement  from  active  labor 
Mr.  Butz  has  been  occupied  in  the  superintendence 
of  his  landed  interests,  and  in  the  duties  which  have 
devolved  upon  him  as  executor  and  guardian.  He  is 
not  in  any  sense  a  politician,  though  strongly  partisan 
in  his  adherence  to  the  Eepublican  party.  He  has 
for  successive  years  been  a  school  director  of  his 
township,  and  an  earnest  friend  to  the  cause  of  edu- 
cation. He  is  also  actively  interested  in  all  projects 
for  the  advancement  of  religion  and  morality,  and  an 
elder  of  the  Whitehall  German  Reformed  Church. 
He  is  also  a  supporter  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  of 
which  Mrs.  Butz  is  a  member. 


JACOB    MICKLEY. 

John  Jacob  Mickley,  the  great-grandfather  of  Jacob 
Mickley,  was  a  native  of  Alsace,  and,  with  a  company 
of  Huguenots,  emigrated  to  America  to  escape  relig- 
ious persecution.  Among  his  children  were  four 
sons, — John  Jacob,  John  Martin,  John  Peter,  and 
Henry.  John  Jacob,  the  grandfather  of  the  subject 
of  this  biography,  was  born  in  Lehigh  County,  and 
married  Miss  Susane  Miller,  whose  eldest  son,  Jacob, 
also  a  native  of  Lehigh  County,  married  Miss  Eva 
Catherine  Schreiber,  of  Whitehall  township,  Lehigh 
Co.,  then  a  portion  of  Northampton  County.  Their 
children  were  Jacob,  Joseph  J.,  Polly  (Mrs.  Daniel 
Moyer),  Sarah  (Mrs.  John  Swartz),  Anna  (Mrs.  An- 
drew Sheldon).  Mr.  Mickley,  who  was  a  volunteer 
during  the  famous  whiskey  insurrection  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, spent  his  life  in  farming  occupations  in  White- 
hall township,  and  died  at  the  home  of  his  son,  Jacob, 
during  the  year  1857,  in  his  ninety-first  year.  This 
son,  a  soldier  of  the  war  of  1812,  was  born  on  the 
27th  of  March,  1794,  on  the  homestead  farm,  and  de- 
voted his  life  to  the  congenial  pursuits  of  an  agricul- 
turist. After  limited  advantages  of  education  at 
home,  and  a  brief  period  at  school  in  Warren  County, 
N.  J.,  he  began  active  labor,  having  at  the  age  of 
twelve  years  become  familiar  with  the  plow.  In  1826 
he  purchased  the  homestead  farm,  which  he  continued 
to  cultivate  until  1851,  when  he  built  and  removed 
to  his  present  residence,  the  farm  meanwhile  be- 
coming the  property  of  his  son.  Mr.  Mickley  was 
married,  in  1817,  to  Miss  Anna  Kern,  daughter  of 
Nicholas  Kern,  of  the  same  township,  whose  children 
are  Mary  (Mrs.  Valentine  W.  Weaver),  Rebecca 
(Mrs.  Samuel  Thomas),  Catherine,  Eliza  (Mrs.  David 
Kuntz),  Jane  (Mrs.  Enoch  Phillips),  Francisca  (de- 
ceased), Lavinia  (deceased),  Ephraim,  James,  Edwin, 
and  William. 

The  death  of  Mrs.  Mickley  occurred  in  April,  1880. 
Mr.  Mickley  wa-s  during  the  existence  of  the  Whig 
party  one  of  its  devoted  adherents.  On  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  Republican  party  he  at  once  indorsed  the 
articles  of  the  platform,  and,  as  its  representative,  has 
held  various  local  offices,  though  not  an  active  worker 
in  the  political  field.  Mr.  Mickley  was  largely  instru- 
mental in  the  erection  of  the  Whitehall  German  Re- 
formed Church,  familiarly  known  as  "  Mickley's 
Church,''  in  which  he  formerly  officiated  as  an  elder. 
He  has  ever  been  a  willing  and  liberal  contributor  to 
religious  enterprises,  though  debarred  by  the  infirmi- 
ties of  years  from  regular  attendance  upon  the  ser- 
vices of  the  church. 


JOSEPH  KEEPER. 
Mr.  Keefer,  who  is  of  German  descent,  is  the  son  of 
Elias  Keefer,  a  native  of  Northampton  County,  and  a 
soldier  of  the  war  of  1812.  The  latter  married  Miss 
Lydia  Solt,  to  whom  were  born  five  children, — Eliza- 
beth (Mrs.  Louis  Guttendake),  George,  John,  Joseph, 
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and  Samuel,  the  last  named  being  deceased.  Joseph 
was  born  on  the  9th  of  April,  1844,  in  the  township 
of  Allen,  Northampton  Co.,  and  when  a  lad  of  nine 
years  rendered  himself  independent  by  employ- 
ment on  the  Lehigh  Canal.  This  was  continued  for 
four  successive  seasons,  when  his  :<ervices  were  called 
into  requisition  among  the  farmers  of  the  neighbor- 
hood. At  the  age  of  fifteen  he  removed  with  his 
parents  to  Lehigh  County,  and  located  in  North 
Whitehall  township,  where,  after  a  brief  period  of 
labor,  he  determined  to  acquire  the  trade  of  his  father, 
that  of  a  blacksmith.  Before  completing  his  appren- 
ticeship he  enlisted  in  the  Sixteenth  Pennsylvania 
Cavalry,  and  continued  in  the  service  until  his  dis- 
charge in  August,  1865,  participating  meanwhile  in 
the  battles  of  Chancellorsville,  Gettysburg,  the  Wil- 
derness, Petersburg,  and  several  skirmishes  and  minor 
encounters.  He  resumed  his  trade  in  1865,  and  con- 
tinued thus  employed  for  seven  years.  Mr.  Keefer 
was,  in  1866,  married  to  Miss  Mary,  daughter  of  Wil- 
liam Kleckner,  of  Lehigh  County,  whose  children  are 
George  William,  Sarah  Ann,  and  Mary  Alice,  living, 
and  John  Henry,  Joseph  Elias,  and  Samuel  Lewis, 
deceased.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Keefer  have  also  an  adopted 
son,  Alfred  Lewis.  During  the  year  1871,  Mr.  Keefer 
became  a  workman  at  the  Hokendauqua  Furnace,  and 
remained  thus  employed  for  three  years,  when  he  en- 
gaged in  the  mining  of  iron  ore,  and  still  continues 
the  business.  To  this  he  has  added  the  cultivation 
of  a  farm,  which  he  purchased  in  1880,  and  which  is 
his  present  home.  Mr.  Keefer  is  in  politics  a  Repub- 
lican, but  not  a  politician,  and  does  not  encourage  the 
use  of  his  name  as  a  candidate  for  official  place.  He 
is  both  a  member  and  trustee  of  the  Egypt  Reformed 
Church,  and  was  formerly  a  deacon  of  the  Reformed 
Church  of  Coplay. 


THOMAS  STRAUSS. 
Peter  Strauss,  the  grandfather  of  Thomas,  resided 
in  North  Whitehall.  He  married  Clara  Wint,  a  Ger- 
man by  birth,  as  was  also  her  husband,  and  had  chil- 
dren, seven  in  number,  among  whom  was  John,  the 
eldest,  a  resident  of  Lehigh  township,  Northampton 
Co.,  Pa.,  where  he  devoted  his  life  to  agricultural 
employments.  He  married  Lydia  Laubach,  daughter 
of  Adam  Laubach,  of  Allen  township,  Northampton 
Co.,  to  whom  were  born  two  eons, — Thomas,  the  sub- 
ject of  this  biographical  sketch,  and  William,  who 
died  in  chfflhood.  The  death  of  Mr.  Strauss  oc- 
curred in  1852.  The  widow  survives  and  resides  with 
her  eldest  son,  who  was  born  April  29, 1828,  in  Lehigh 
township,  upon  the  homestead  farm.  Here  his  early 
years  were  spent,  and  such  advantages  of  education 
enjoyed  as  the  common  schools  afforded,  supplemented 
by  a  brief  period  at  Easton,  Pa.  He  subsequently 
engaged  in  farming  with  his  father,  by  whose  death 
he  became  owner  of  the  property,  which  was  success- 
fully managed  for  a  period  of  about  seventeen  years, 


when  Whitehall  township  became  his  home.  Here 
he  purchased  a  valuable  milling  property,  to  the  im- 
provement and  conduct  of  which  he  has  since  devoted 
his  energies.  He  was  the  first  miller  in  the  Lehigh 
Valley  to  introduce  spring  wheat  in  milling,  and  also 
the  first  to  sell  Minnesota  flour,  for  which  he  has 
since  gained  a  large  trade.  He  has  confined  himself 
entirely  to  milling  interests,  and,  having  remodeled 
the  mill  twice,  has  recently  introduced  the  roller 
process,  which  he  uses  alternately  in  connection  with 
the  former  mill-stone  method.  Mr.  Strauss  was  mar- 
ried in  1851  to  Eliza,  daughter  of  Conrad  Keck. 
Their  children  are  Emma  (deceased),  Henrietta  (de- 
ceased), Ann  (Mrs.  A.  J.  Kleppinger),  John  A.,  and 
Martin  H.  Mrs.  Strauss'  death  occurred  in  1866,  and 
he  was  a  second  time  married,  in  1868,  to  Isabella 
Weiler,  of  Allentown,  whose  children  are  Mary  Jane 
and  Isabella  Lydia.  Mr.  Strauss  is  in  politics  a  Re- 
publican, but  in  no  sense  a  politician.  Mrs.  Strauss 
and  he  are  both  members  of  the  Zion  Reformed 
Church,  of  Allentown,  in  which  the  latter  is  an 
elder. 


CHAPTER   XXXIV. 
NORTH    WHITEHALL   TOWNSHIP.i 

The  limits  of  the  present  township  of  North  White- 
hall formerly  composed,  together  with  what  are  now 
Whitehall  and  South  Whitehall,  a  township  called 
simply  Whitehall,  which  was  created  on  the  20th  of 
March,  1753,  the  year  following  the  separation  of 
Northampton  County  from  Bucks.  The  original 
township  of  Whitehall  was  a  part  of  Northampton 
County,  and  received  its  name  from  the  hunting  lodge 
of  Lynford  Lardner,  Esq.,  of  Philadelphia,  which  was 
erected  between  Cedar  and  Jordan  Creeks,  and  is 
supposed  to  have  stood  in  the  vicinity  of  the  present 
Iron  Bridge,  in  South  Whitehall  township.  Mr. 
Lardner  owned  a  large  area  of  land  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  these  streams,  and  he  and  his  friends  were 
accustomed  to  come  every  year  to  hunt  and  fish.  For 
their  accommodation  in  these  wilds  he  built,  in  1740, 
a  house,  which  is  named  on  Scull's  map  of  1770 
"  Grouse  Hall."  This  house  was  painted  white,  and 
from  this  was  derived  the  name  of  the  new  township, 
Whitehall,  formed  in  1753. 

At  the  January  term,  1810,  of  the  Court  of  Quarter 
Sessions  of  Northampton  County,  a  petition  was  pre- 
sented asking  for  the  division  of  the  township  of 
Whitehall.  Upon  this,  George  Palmer,  C.S.,  John 
Lerch,  and,  Michael  Snyder  were  appointed  to  in- 
quire into  the  propriety  of  making  the  division  prayed 
for,  and  were  empowered  to  divide  the  township,  if  they 
should  think  it  advisable  to  do  so.   At  the  November 


1  By  James  L.  Schaadt,  Esq. 
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term  following,  they  reported  that  they  had  divided 
the  township,  which  report  was  read,  accepted,  and 
confirmed  absolutely,  no  one  making  an  objection  to 
it.  The  township  was  accordingly  divided  according 
to  their  report,  and  the  part  lying  northward  of  the 
division  line,  which  was  a  straight  line  passing  as 
nearly  as  possible  from  east  to  west  through  the  centre 
of  the  township,  was  named  North  Whitehall  and  the 
other  South  Whitehall.  The  former  was  also  vul- 
garly known  as  Ober  Wheithall,  or  Upper  Whitehall. 

From  the  eastern  portion  of  these  two  townships, 
along  the  Lehigh  River,  a  new  township  was  cut  on 
the  31st  of  October,  1867,  which  received  the  original 
name,  Whitehall. 

As  at  present  limited,  the  township  of  North  , 
Whitehall  lies  north  and  east  of  the  central  portion 
of  Lehigh  County,  and  is  bounded  on  the  north  by 
Washington  township  and  the  Lehigh  Eiver,  on  the 
west  by  Washington  and  Lowhill  townships,  on  the 
south  by  Whitehall  and  South  Whitehall  townships, 
and  on  the  east  by  Whitehall  township  and  the  Le- 
high Kiver.  North  Whitehall  is  about  seven  by 
eight  miles  in  width,  has  an  area  of  twenty-seven  and 
three-fifth  miles,  and  is  the  second  township  in  the 
county  in  point  of  size.  The  surface  is  undulating, 
and  the  soil  is  fertile,  and  in  portions  impregnated 
with  valuable  deposits  of  iron  ore,  limestone,  and 
slate.  The  main  portion  of  the  township  is  devoted 
to  the  pursuit  of  agriculture,  for  which  it  is  well 
adapted.  Forests  of  oak,  chestnut,  and  pine  are  still 
standing  intact  in  parts.  The  surface  is  drained  in 
the  western  part  by  the  Jordan  Creek,  which  flows 
into  the  Lehigh  Kiver  at  Allentown,  and  in  the 
northern  and  eastern  portions  by  Rock,  Fell's,  and 
the  picturesque  Mill  Creeks,  all  of  which  discharge 
into  the  Lehigh.  Rock  Creek  was  so  named  by  John 
George  Helflfrich.  It  was  also  known  as  Helffrich's 
and  as  Sand  Creek.  Formerly  a  very  deep  hole  ex- 
isted at  its  junction  with  the  Lehigh  River,  so  deep 
that  bottom  could  not  be  soua<ied~with  a  line  one 
hundred  feet  in  length.  Fell's  Creek>vas  named 
after  a  surveyor  of  that  name,  sent  to  this  region 
about  1830  by  the  Baltimore  Slating  Company.  It 
supplies  the  water-power  for  Knouse's  mill,  now 
owned  and  operated  by  H.  F.  Beidler,  Es^.  Laury's 
Station  is  situated  at  its  mouth.  Mill  Cree'^  winds 
through  the  most  picturesque  valley  in  thetbwnship. 
On  its  banks  were  committed  the  Indian  murders  in 
1763.  The  greater  portion  of  its  course  lies  immedi- 
ately south  of  the  boundary  line  between  North  White- 
hall and  Whitehall  townships.  Upon  Mill  and  Fell's 
Creeks  are  found  beds  of  the  finest  roofing  slate. 

Running  south  through  the  centre  of  the  township, 
and  turning  east  when  near  the  southern  boundary 
line,  is  the  famous  Coplay  Creek.  This  name  is  vari- 
ously traced.  Some  derive  it  from  Kolapechka,  the 
name  of  a  Shawanese  chief,  whose  hut  stood  near  Bal- 
lietsville;  others  from  Copeechan,  a  word  signify- 
ing, in  the  Lenni  Lenape  tongue,  "  that  which  runs 


evenly,"  or  "  a  fine  running  stream."  In  a  deed  from 
Samuel  Morris  and  wife  to  Adam  Romich,  executed 
in  1790,  the  stream  is  called  "  Ingecoppelons.''  The 
creek  flows  through  one  of  the  most  fertile  and  rich- 
est regions  to  be  found  anywhere.  Woodring's  and 
Romich's  grist-  and  saw-mills  and  Knecht'a  saw- 
mill are  driven  by  it. 

Along  the  course  of  Coplay  Creek,  near  Romich's 
mill,  a  portion  of  the  stream  formerly  disappeared 
into  the  ground,  and  reappeared  near  Balliet's  mine, 
distant  overland  about  a  mile,  as  pure  spring  water. 
Chaff'  thrown  into  the  opening  did  not  come  out  at 
the  exit  till  after  twenty-four  hours.  It  was  formerly 
so  full  of  trout  that  they  could  be  caught  by  simply 
dipping  a  basket  into  the  water.  After  the  mine  was 
opened  it  was  choked  up  with  the  dirt  from  the 
washings,  and  they  disappeared. 

The  Early  Settlers,  Title  to  their  Lands,  their 
Modes  of  Living  and  Characteristics,— The  early 
settlers  were  Swiss  or  Germans,  with  here  and  there  a 
sprinkling  of  wanderers  from  Alsace  or  Lorraine. 
Their  travels  in  search  of  suitable  lands  made  them 
ascend  the  Lehigh  River,  and  then  its  tributaries, 
which  they  instinctively  knew  must  flow  through  fer- 
tile and  easily-tilled  valleys.  Thus  the  course  of  set- 
tlement and  colonization  spread  from  the  western 
bank  of  the  river,  up  the  Jordan  and  Coplay  Creeks 
especially,  and  later  along  the  smaller  streams,  such 
as  Mill,  Rock,  and  Sand  Creeks,  along  all  of  which 
the  new-comers  found  water  and  pasturage  in  abun- 
dance. Coplay  Creek  proved  particularly  attractive 
to  the  tired  wanderers,  and  many  dropped  their  bur- 
dens along  its  green  banks.  A  number  settled  as  early 
as  1730,  at  a  spot  which  they  called  by  the  old  bibli- 
cal name  of  Egypta,  because  of  its  fertility.  From 
this,  as  from  a  centre,  the  settlements  spread,  but  still 
principally  along  Coplay  Creek,  along  the  course  of 
which  all  the  most  desirable  sites  were  located  be- 
tween 1735  and  1750.  Among  the  pioneers  were  the 
families  of  Steckel,  Saeger,  Schaadt,  Burkhalter, 
Ruch,  Bear,  Scheurer,  Woodring,  Kennel,  Balliet, 
Schlosser,  Gross,  and  Schneck,  some  of  the' latter 
touching  upon  the  settlements  already  made  from  the 
northern  parts  of  the  county,  along  the  Blue  Moun- 
tains. At  about  the  same  time  the  families  of  Lich- 
tenwallner.  Sieger,  Seip,  Semmel,  Kern,  and  others 
located  along  the  Jordan,  in  the  western  part  of  what 
is  now  North  Whitehall,  while  along  Mill  Creek 
George  Ringer,  Ulrich  Flickinger,  John  Jacob  Mick- 
ley,  Nicholas  Marks,  John  Schneider,  and  Nicholas 
Troxell  settled  upon  land,  most  of  which  is  now  in- 
cluded in  Whitehall  township.  The  settlements 
along  Rock  and  Sand  Creeks,  which  were  farther 
north,  were  made  later,  principal  among  the  colon- 
ists along  the  former  being  the  Miller,  Newhard,  and 
Laury  families,  and  along  the  latter  the  Yehls  and 
Kuntzes. 

Among  the  oldest  settlers  was  Paulus  Balliet,  born 
in  Alsace,  in  the  year  1717.     He  landed  in  America 
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from  the  ship  "Eobert  Oliver,"  Walter  Goodman, 
commander,  on  the  10th  of  September,  1738  ;  applied 
for  ninety-seven  acres  one  hundred  perches  of  land, 
comprising  the  old  Balliet  farm,  on  the  12th  of  April, 
1749,  for  the  surveying  of  which  a  warrant  was  granted 
9th  October,  1759,  and  deed  for  same  made  7th  Sep- 
tember, 1761.  Besides  the  above,  he  acquired  seven 
hundred  and  thirteen  acres  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
one  perches,  between  1749  and  1774.  On  the  10th  of 
April,  1759,  he  was  naturalized,  at  the  age  of  forty- 
three  years.  He  married  Maria  Magdalena  Wotring, 
a  native  of  Lorraine,  France,  and  she  died  in  1802. 
After  a  life  of  great  usefulness  and  activity,  Paulus, 
on  the  19th  of  March,  1777,  died  at  the  age  of  sixty, 
and  was  buried  in  the  southeast  section  of  the  old 
burial-ground  of  Union  Church.  He  is  still  com- 
monly referred  to  among  the  people  as  "  Bowl"  Bal- 
liet, a  name  which,  according  to  tradition,  he  received 
from  the  Indians,  to  whom  he  was  accustomed,  as 
landlord  at  Ballietsville,  to  furnish  refreshments  from 
a  wooden  bowl.  He  left  live  sons  and  four  daughters, 
named  Jacob,  Nicholas,  Stephen,  John,  Paul,  Catha- 
rine, Susan,  Eva,  and  Magdalena.  Of  these,  Stephen, 
born  in  1753,  was  a  colonel  in  the  Eevolutionary  army, 
and  engaged  in  the  battle  of  Brandywine,  in  1777. 
In  1789  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  at  Harrisburg,  and  in  1797  was  ap- 
pointed revenue  collector  for  the  Second  District  of 
Pennsylvania.  He  died  4th  August,  1821.  His  wife 
was  Magdalena  Burgalter,  a  daughter  of  Peter  Burg- 
alter,  who  settled  near  Egypt  about  1740.  The  descend- 
ants of  old  Paulus  Balliet  are  numerous,  and  are  scat- 
tered over  the  whole  country.  Among  those  who  are 
now  deceased  are  Stephen  Balliet,  Hiram  Balliet,  and 
Asa  Balliet,  Esqs.,  and  prominent  among  those  at  pres- 
ent living  in  North  Whitehall  are  Aaron  Balliet,  Esq., 
PaulBalliet,  Esq.,  of  Ballietsville;  Mr.  Horace  Balliet, 
of  Ironton ;  and  Dr.  Lewis  B.  Balliet,  of  Unionville. 
The  name  is  variously  written  Balliot,  Paulyet,  Pal- 
liot,  Palyard,  and  Balyard  in  the  old  record,  but  by 
Paulus  himself  either  Baliet  or  Balliet. 

Johann  Nicholas  Saeger  came  from  Reichenbach, 
Bavaria.  He  landed  at  Philadelphia  on  the  22d  of 
September,  1733,  and  in  the  same  month  took  up  above 
five  hundred  acres  of  land  on  Coplay  Creek,  which 
land  is  now  owned  by  Tilghman  Weaver,  Benjamin 
Breinig,  and  Eli  J.  Saeger,  Esq.,  one  of  his  lineal 
descendants.  His  wife,  Behesty,  a  native  of  the  same 
place,  and  his  five  sons  accompanied  him  to  the  New 
World.  Two  of  these,  named  Christian  Nicholas  and 
John  Nicholas,  obtained  possession  of  their  father's 
land  on  his  death,  and  remained  in  North  Whitehall, 
the  rest  of  the  boys  removing  to  New  York  State. 
Nicholas,  the  son  of  John  Nicholas,  born  between 
1760  and  1765,  was  the  father  of  Joseph  K.  Saeger, 
Esq.,  who  in  his  time  was  prominent  in  local  matters 
in  the  township,  attaining  the  rank  of  general  of 
militia.  He  died  Nov.  14,  1855,  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
three.     His  wife,  Mary  Magdalena  Saeger,  a  blood 


relative  of  his,  was  born  April  18, 1792,  and  died  Aug. 
15,  1836.  Joseph  K.  Saeger  established  the  first 
foundry  and  machine-shop  and  put  up  the  first  steam- 
engine  in  Lehigh  County.  The  machine-shop  is  now 
included  in  the  extensive  works  of  Allen,  Barber  & 
Collum,  at  the  corner  of  Third  and  Walnut  Streets, 
Allentown,  Pa.  Eli  J.  Saeger,  Esq.,  president  of  the 
National  Bank  of  Catasauqua,  is  one  of  Joseph  K. 
Saeger's  sons,  and  is  the  present  owner  of  one  hun- 
dred and  eighty-five  acres  of  the  original  Saeger 
tract. 

Paul  Gross,  born  at  Zweibriicken,  in  Germany,  came 
to  America  in  1754,  and  settled  upon  a  tract  of  land 
in  North  Whitehall,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  present 
village  of  Schnecksville,  which  tract  has  always, 
wholly  or  in  part,  been  in  the  possession  of  the  fam- 
ily. His  wife,  a  Miss  Guth,  from  the  same  place,  ac- 
companied him.  He  died  at  the  age  of  forty-six 
years,  leaving  a  daughter,  who  was  married  to  Mi- 
chael Deibert,  and  a  son  named  Peter.  The  latter 
was  justice  of  the  peace  for  forty-five  years,  begin- 
ning with  the  year  1812.  He  was  married  to  Barbara 
Troxel,  and  eight  children  were  the  result  of  the 
union,  only  one  of  whom,  John  Gross,  is  now  alive, 
residing  near  Allentown,  in  Salisbury  township,  at  the 
advanced  age  of  eighty-three  years.  Daniel  Gross 
was  another  of  the  children,  whose  sons,  Peter  Gross, 
Esq.  (president  of  the  Slatington  National  Bank), 
Jonathan  Gross  (of  Fogelsville),  Rev.  Simon  K.  Gross 
(of  Sellersville,  Pa.),  and  Joel  Gross,  Esq.  (of  Allen- 
town) survive  him.  Peter  and  Joel  Gross  are  in 
possession  of  eighty  acres  of  the  original  tract,  being 
the  old  homestead.  Peter  Gross  was  married  on  the 
26th  of  March,  1843,  to  Mary  Rudy,  a  daughter  of 
Duro  Rudy,  and  has  held  many  offices  of  public 
trust  in  the  gift  of  the  township,  notably  that  of 
justice  of  the  peace  for  fifteen  years,  beginning  in 
1862.  In  1876  he  married  Mrs.  Henrietta  Price, 
widow  of  Samuel  Price,  Esq.  ,  His  son,  Joseph  P. 
Gross,  Esq.,  is  an  attorney-at-law  in  Philadelphia. 
Of  Joel  Gross'  sons,  Henry  D.  Gross  is  at  present 
justice  of  the  peace  at  Schnecksville,  and  William  C. 
Gro.ss,  Esq.,  of  Philadelphia,  and  Thomas  F.  Gross, 
Esq.,  of  Allentown,  are  lawyers. 

The  first  of  the  Siegers,  whose  Christian  name  is 
supposed  to  have  been  Melchior,  came  from  Wiirtem- 
berg,  Germany,  about  1750,  and  settled,  in  company 
with  the  Gross  and  the  Guth  families,  on  a  tract  of 
land  upon  which  Siegersville  stands.  He  built  a  log 
residence  on  the  road  leading  from  Philadelphia  to 
the  Blue  Mountains,  laid  out  in  the  time  of  King 
George  III.  in  a  portion  of  country  well  watered,  but 
overgrown  with  scrub-oak.'  At  his  death  his  son, 
Samuel,  succeeded  him  in  the  ownership  of  the  farm. 
He  built  the  old  stone  hotel  at  Siegersville,  still  stand- 
ing. The  latter  died  in  1835,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
five,  leaving  a  large  family  of  children,  among  whom 
were  John,  Michael,  Peter,  and  George.  John  Sieger 
was  a  prominent  man  in  the  township  in  his  day, 
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being  elected  a  justice  of  the  peace.  He  also  liad  a 
large  tannery,  and,  in  connectioa  with  his  brother, 
Michael,  did  a  great  deal  towards  building  up  Sie- 
gersville.  He  died  in  1820,  at  the  early  age  of  thirty- 
five.  Among  his  sons  are  James  Sieger,  of  Allen- 
town,  Joseph,  John,  Charles,  Keuben,  and  Samuel  ; 
•the  latter  two  are  deceased.  Among  the  sons  of 
George  Sieger  are  Nathan,  Ephraim,  and  William, 
all  residing  at  or  near  Siegersville,  and  Frank  G.  Sie- 
ger, of  Allentown.  Lewis,  John,  and  Amaudes  are 
sons  of  Samuel  Sieger,  and  all  live  at  Siegersville,  en- 
gaged in  extensive  ore-mining.  The  last  named  is  at 
present  a  member  of  the  Pennsylvania  Assembly. 

Johannes  Schaad  landed  in  America  from  the  ship 
"  Queen  of  Denmark,"  Georg  Parrish,  commander,  on 
the  4th  of  October,  1751,  and  is  supposed  to  have  been 
the  first  of  the  family  in  the  township.  He  came  from 
Hanau,  in  Prussia,  and  was  accompanied  by  two  sons, 
named  Georg  Adam  and  Johannes,  and  three  daugh- 
ters, who  married  into  families  by  the  names  of  Fink, 
Folk,  and  Fritzinger,  in  Heidelberg  and  Lynn  town- 
ships. He  took  out  a  warrant  for  one  hundred  and 
eighty-five  acres  of  land  on  Coplay  Creek,  on  the  24th 
of  January,  1754,  and  on  this  the  family  settled.  Georg 
Adam,  the  elder  son,  later  took  up  the  land  now  form- 
ing in  part  Thomas  Ruch's  farm,  but  in  time  his  por- 
tion of  the  family  disappeared,  going  West.  From 
the  second  son,  Johannes,  are  descended  all  of  the 
family  at  present  residing  in  the  township.  His  son, 
Johannes,  is  the  father  of  Moses  B.  and  Tilghman 
Schaadt,  of  Allentown.  Another  son,  Lorenz,  who. 
died  Oct.  4,  1855,  at  the  age  of  sixty-four,  left  Reu- 
ben Schad,  of  Greenville,  Mercer  Co.,  Pa. ;  David 
Schaadt,  of  Allentown  ;  Charles  Schadt,  of  Philadel- 
phia, and  other  children.  From  Henry  are  descended 
William  Schadt,  of  Indiana;  Monroe  Schadt,  of 
South  Whitehall  township ;  and  John  J.  Schadt,  of 
Allentown ;  while  Abraham  Schadt,  the  youngest 
son,  was  the  father  of  Owen  Schadt,  of  Ruchsville, 
Pa.,  whose  son,  Milton  E.  Schadt,  Esq.,  is  an  attor- 
ney-at-law  in  Allentown ;  and  of  Thomas  Schadt,  re- 
siding on  a  large  farm  near  Coplay,  formerly  the 
Deshler  farm. 

George  Ruch  came  from  Alsace,  but  when  or  upon 
how  much  land  he  located  cannot  be  distinctly  told. 
He  was  born  in  1664,  and  died  at  the  age  of  one  hundred 
and  five  years.  The  land  he  settled  upon  descended,  on 
his  death,  to  his  son,  Lawrence  Ruch,  born  on  the  14th 
of  November,  1744,  who  added  to  it  until  at  his  death 
he  was  the  owner  of  two  hundred  and  twelve  acres,  part 
of  which  was  the  estate  called  Westminster  (contain- 
ing ninety-two  acres),  for  which  he  received  a  warrant 
on  the  22d  of  April,  1773.  All  of  these  lands  lay  in 
the  neighborhood  of  where  Ruchsville  now  is.  He 
died  on  the  27th  of  October,  1825,  aged  eighty-two 
years  less  nine  days.  He  was  strong  and  courageous, 
and  was  a  prominent  man  in  the  community,  and  his 
favorite  expression  of  "  Jetzt  hundert"  is  still  remem- 
bered.    He  married  a  Miss  Knouse,  and  left  two  sons, 


— Christian,  who  removed  to  New  York,  and  Peter, 
who  was  born  on  the  28th  of  February,  1799,  and  who 
succeeded  to  the  possession  of  his  father's  land.  For 
many  years  he  kept  the  hotel  at  Ruchsville,  and  was 
a  man  widely  known  in  the  community.  He  held 
many  positions  of  public  trust,  and  was  a  leading 
spirit  in  militia  organizations,  in  which  he  held  difiter- 
ent  ranks,  from  captain  to  that  of  brigadier-general 
of  volunteers,  being  appointed  to  the  latter  in  1821. 
During  the  war  of  1812  he  commanded  the  Whitehall 
Troop,  which  for  a  while  was  in  active  service  in 
the  second  war  with  Great  Britain.  Gen.  Ruch  died 
on  the  19th  of  November,  1838,  aged  fifty-nine  years. 
He  married,  on  the  13th  of  March,  1801,  Susanna 
Schreiber,  with  whom  he  lived  in  holy  wedlock  for 
thirty-seven  years.  Of  their  children  three  are  still 
living  in  the  township, — William,  David,  and  Maj. 
Thomas  Ruch. 

Johann  Michael  Watering  (now  often  written  Wot- 
ring  or  Woodring,  and  is  derived  from  the  French 
Voidwrain,  "  one  who  attends  to  horses")  came  from 
Lothringen  (Lorraine),  and  located  on  a  tract  of  two 
hundred  acres,  near  Sand  Spring,  about  1740.  He 
built  the  first  grist-mill  in  that  vicinity.  He  left  two 
sons,  named  Michael  and  Samuel,  of  whom  the  latter 
built,  in  1773,  the  mill  since  known  as  Woodring's 
mill,  of  logs,  which  were  contributed,  ready  for  use, 
by  the  neighbors.  The  old  mill  is  still  standing,  and 
was  in  1837  converted  into  a  dwelling-house,  now  oc- 
cupied by  Jacob  Woodring,  being  superseded  by  the 
present  mill  of  stone  constructed  in  1834.  Samuel 
also  built  the  first  saw-mill  on  Coplay  Creek.  He 
left  three  sons, — John,  Michael,  and  Samuel.  His 
brother,  Michael,  died  in  1862,  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
four.  Of  his  children,  there  are  still  living  in  the 
township  D.  K.  Wotring,  of  Unionville,  Jacob  and 
Eli  Woodring. 

Christopher  Bear  came  from  Germany,  and  between 
1743  and  1754  took  out  warrants  for  six  tracts  of  land 
along  Coplay  Creek,  amounting  altogether  to  four 
hundred  and  fifty-six  acres  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
eight  perches,  for  which  he  received  a  deed  from  the 
proprietaries  on  the  9th  of  October,  1756.  He  con- 
veyed all  his  lands  to  his  sons,  Melcliior  and  John, 
in  1781.  The  former  died  about  1792,  leaving  a 
widow,  Julianna,  and  four  children,  named  Henry, 
Catharine,  Susanna,  and  Magdalena,  of  whom  the 
first  named  received  most  of  the  land.  Of  the  chil- 
dren of  Henry,  who  married  Susanna  Herman,  Adam 
Bear  is  still  living  on  a  portion  of  the  original  tract. 

The  first  of  the  numerous  family  of  Kennels  (or 
Kendalls,  as  they  are  styled  in  old  deeds)  was  Joseph 
Kennel,  who  is  named  as  the  grantee  in  a  deed,  dated 
Nov.  2,  1757,  for  one  hundred  and  forty  acres  one 
hundred  and  fourteen  perches,  "  near  Macungy,  in 
the  county  of  Bucks,  now  Whitehall  township,  in  the 
county  of  Northampton,''  from  Peter  Kocher,  who 
obtained  a  warrant  for  it  on  the  8th  of  November, 
1745.     This   land  Joseph  Kennel   conveyed  on   the 
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7th  of  June,  1766,  to  his  sons,  Dewalt  and  Jacob 
Kennel.  Of  Joseph  Kennel  nothing  can  now  be 
exactly  told.  Theobald,  or  Dewalt,  as  he  is  above 
called,  was  born  in  Europe,  on  the  11th  of  January, 
1737,  and  came  to  America  at  the  age  of  fourteen  with 
his  father,  Joseph.  He  was  naturalized  on  the  12th 
of  October,  1765,  and  died  Nov.  26,  1808.  He  was 
twice  married :  first  to  Maria  Hoffman,  with  whom  he 
had  four  sons,  Peter,  Johannes,  Lorenz,  and  Michael  ; 
and  afterwards  to  Eliza  Erdman,  with  whom  he  also 
had  four  sons,  Dewald,  Jacob,  Daniel,  and  Conrad. 
Theobald  added  greatly  to  the  possessions  he  received 
from  his  father,  Joseph,  and  the  greater  portion  of  his 
land,  including  the  original  tract,  passed  into  the 
hands  of  his  son,  Jacob,  and  is  now  owned  by  his 
son,  Eli.  Within  the  limits  of  the  township  there 
reside  at  present  of  the  Kennel  family  Eli,  Hilarius, 
and  David  Kennel. 

George  Christian  Jacob,  born  on  the  25th  of  De- 
cember, 1745,  came  to  America  from  Wurtemberg, 
Germany,  in  1764,  and  settled  upon  ninety-seven 
acres  and  one  hundred  and  thirty-eight  perches  of 
land  upon  the  Coplay  Creek,  which  he  bought  from 
Lewis  Bishel,  about  1778,  for  twenty  pounds.  He 
died  in  1822.  He  was  married  to  Eva  Guth,  and  had 
three  children,  Abraham,  Hannah,  and  Susan.  The 
first  named,  who  was  born  June  ,29,  1775,  inherited 
the  land,  upon  which  he  lived  till  his  death,  on  the 
8th  of  February,  1857,  at  the  age  of  eighty-one  years. 
He  was  married  to  Elizabeth  Peters  in  1804,  and  had 
eleven  children,  of  whom  Aaron  lives  at  Allentown, 
and  Abraham  and  his  sister,  Catharine,  live  upon  the 
old  place. 

Adam  Eomich,  a  resident  of  Saucon  township,  Le- 
high Co.,  Pa.,  bought,  in  1790,  a  farm  of  one  hundred 
and  twenty-six  acres  on  the  banks  of  Coplay  Creek, 
where  he  built  a  saw-mill,  still  standing,  and  after- 
wards a  grist-mill,  which  was  later  torn  away,  and  re- 
placed, in  1826,  with  the  present  mill  of  stone.  Both 
mills  have  always  been  known  as  Eomich's  mill. 
Adam  Eomich  did  not  move  here,  but  his  son,  Peter, 
came  here  in  1790,  and  lived  here  till  his  death,  in 
August,  1844,  at  the  age  of  fifty-seven  years.  He  was 
married  to  Hannah  Jacob,  and  his  son,  John  Eomich, 
is  now  living  on  the  old  place,  at  the  advanced  age  of 
seventy-three  years. 

The  Graff  family  is  descended  from  Jacob  Graff, 
who  emigrated  in  1760  with  his  son,  Martin,  from 
Alsace.  The  latter  was  born  in  that  province  in  1748, 
and  consequently  was  twelve  years  of  age  on  his  arri- 
val in  this  country.  He  received  a  patent  from  the 
Supreme  Executive  Council  of  Pennsylvania  on  the 
28th  of  February,  1783,  for  a  tract  of  one  hundred 
and  six  acres  in  North  Whitehall,  called  Grafton, 
and  another  for  forty-eight  acres  one  hundred  and 
eighteen  perches  on  the  13th  of  March  following. 
He  died  in  1885,  aged  eighty-seven  years.  Of  his 
descendants,  Peter  Graff  is  now  living  upon  a  portion 
of  the  old  tract. 
33 


Martin  Semmel  came  from  Frankfort-on-the-Main, 
and  was  married  to  Margaret  Heiner,  from  the  same 
place.  He  located  about  one  hundred  acres  on  the 
Jordan,  a  mile  above  Kernsville.  He  had  three  sons, 
named  George,  John,  and  Tobias,  all  of  whom  settled 
in  the  neighborhood.  His  lands  descended  to  Tobias, 
who  was  married  to  a  Miss  Wolf,  and  whose  sons  were 
Michael,  Tobias,  Martin,  George,  and  John,  of  whom 
Michael  received  sixty-six  acres,  and  John  the  re- 
mainder of  the  original  tract.  Of  the  other  sons, 
Tobias  was  born  on  the  22d  of  February,  1786,  and 
died  on  the  5th  of  July,  1847,  aged  sixty-one  years, 
and  was  married  to  Anna  Maria  Klotz.  The  descend- 
ants of  the  family  are  numerous,  and  among  those 
living  in  the  township  are  Josiah,  Eeuben  (the  con- 
stable), Benjamin,  Francis,  Oliver,  Henry,  and  Den- 
nis Semmel. 

Michael  Laury  was  born  in  Scotland,  and  with  his 
wife,  Barbara,  a  native  of  Wiirtemberg,  Germany, 
emigrated  in  1755,  and  while  in  Philadelphia,  his  son, 
Godfried,  was  born  on  the  22d  of  November  in  that 
year.  Michael  settled  on  a  tract  of  land  on  Fell's 
Creek,  on  which  Knouse's  mill,  now  owned  by  H.  F. 
Beidler,  Esq.,  stands.  At  the  age  of  sixty,  feeling 
lonely  because  all  of  his  sons  had  joined  the  Eevolu- 
tionary  army  and  left  him  at  home  alone,  he  also 
became  a,  soldier  under  Washington.  He  was  killed 
in  an  engagement  near  Mount  Bethel,  N.  J.,  where  he 
lies  buried.  Godfried  Laury,  his  son,  was  also  a  sol- 
dier in  the  Eevolutionary  army.  He  died  on  the  27th 
of  June,  1824,  aged  sixty-nine  years.  He  married 
Susanna  Eockel  on  the  4th  of  April,  1781,  and  lived 
with  her  in  wedlock  for  forty-three  years.  She  was 
born  on  the  7th  of  June,  1757,  and  died  Nov.  9,  1829, 
aged  seventy-two  years.  Their  son,  Johannes  Laury, 
was  born  on  the  12th  of  September,  1784,  and  on  his 
father's  death  inherited  the  old  tract  on  Fell's  Creek. 
He  was  married  to  Maria  Magdalene  Kuhns  in  1804, 
and  with  her  lived  in  matrimony  for  thirty-one  years, 
rearing  eleven  children.  He  died  on  the  25th  of 
April,  1836,  aged  fifty-one  years.  His  wife,  Maria, 
was  born  on  the  18th  of  June,  1783,  and  died  Sept. 
4,  1835,  aged  fifty-two  years.  Of  their  children,  the 
oldest,  David  Laury,  born  on  the  1st  of  June,  1805, 
became  the  most  prominent  in  township  and  county 
affairs.  He  was  married  on  the  12th  of  August,  1827, 
to  Maria  Kline,  and  died  on  the  28th  of  September, 
1883.  He  was  identified  with  every  movement  look- 
ing towards  the  development  and  improvement  of  the 
village  named  after  him,  and  spent  the  whole  of  an 
active  and  useful  life  in  advancing  the  welfare  of  his 
fellow-men.  For  many  years  he  was  the  landlord 
and  storekeeper  at  Laury's,  and  was  the  postmaster 
from  1853  to  the  end  of  his  life,  with  the  exception 
of  one  year  (1864),  when  he  was  causelessly  removed, 
only  to  be  implored  again  to  accept  the  office  the  fol- 
lowing year.  In  1855  he  was  appointed  express, 
freight,  ticket,  and  station  agent  for  the  Lehigh  Val- 
ley Eailroad  at  Laury's,  which  duties  he  faithfully 
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performed  to  the  time  of  his  death,  when  he  was  the 
oldest  official  in  the  service  of  the  company.  He 
held  military  commissions,  from  captain  of  the  North 
Whitehall  Kifle  Rangers  to  major-general  of  volun- 
teers. In  1850-53,  he  was  elected  to  the  House  of 
Eepresentatives  of  Pennsylvania;  in  1865,  a  justice 
of  the  peace;  in  1868,  associate  judge  of  the  courts  of 
Lehigh  County ;  and,  in  1873,  re-elected  to  the  same 
position.  In  1844  he  was  foremost  in  having  the 
common-school  system  adopted  in  the  township.  He 
always  took  a  lively  interest  in  religious  matters, 
assisting,  in  1838,  in  establishing  the  lirst  Sunday- 
school  outside  of  AUentown.  In  1872  he  was  one  of 
the  building  committee  of  St.  John's  Church,  near 
Laury's.  He  was  called  to  discharge  many  respon- 
sible trusts,  and  in  every  one  proved  faithful  to  the 
letter,  and  his  influence  upon  all  public  affairs  was 
undoubted.  His  son,  A.  C.  P.  Laury,  Esq.,  now  re- 
sides upon  a  portion  of  the  old  farm,  and  has  suc- 
ceeded to  many  of  the  positions  of  trust  formerly 
held  by  his  father. 

The  first  of  the  Scheurers  about  whom  anything 
definite  can  be  told  is  Adam  Scheurer,  who  occupied 
a  farm  of  four  hundred  acres  (upon  part  of  which 
Ironton  now  stands),  all  of  which  he  acquired  through 
his  individual  industry.  He  was  a  teamster  in  the 
Revolutionary  army,  and  after  the  conclusion  of  the 
war  of  independence  he  erected  several  looms  for 
weaving  at  this  house,  now  occupied  as  a  hotel  by 
Joseph  Kocher,  at  Ironton,  which  he  erected  in  1773. 
The  first  discovery  of  iron  ore  was  made  upon  his  lands. 
The  ore  was  exchanged  by  him  for  iron  at  the  Ham- 
burg Furnace,  and  the  iron  was  manufactured  into 
nails  by  hand  at  a  smithy  which  he  opened,  and  at 
which  a  number  of  men  were  employed  by  him.  He 
died  in  1806,  aged  seventy-eight.  He  married  Anna 
Eliza  Hertzog,  and  left  thirteen  children,  of  whom 
one  son,  named  Jonas,  is  still  living  at  the  advanced 
age  of  eighty-eight  years  with  his  son-in-law,  David 
Hausman,  near  Ballietsville.  The  rest  of  his  sons, 
named  Adam,  John,  Peter,  Daniel,  John  Jacob, 
Nicholas,  Solomon,  David,  and  George,  are  all  de- 
ceased. The  last  named  was  for  a  time  justice  of  the 
peace  in  North  Whitehall.  Of  the  sons  of  John  Jacob 
Scheirer,  James  and  Reuben  are  living  near  Ironton. 

The  Frantz  family  derives  its  origin  from  Anthony 
Frantz,  who  located  on  the  Antalaunee  Creek,  near 
the  Blue  Mountains,  and  who  with  his  brother,  a 
soldier  in  the  French  and  Indian  war,  was  killed  by 
the  savages.  Immediately  after  that  war  his  son, 
Jacob,  being  told  that  there  was  better  land  farther 
south,  where  there  was  less  danger  of  attack  from 
the  Indians,  took  up  four  hundred  acres  of  land 
below  Unionville,  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  be- 
low which  village  he  erected  a  hotel  and  store  build- 
ing and  distillery,  and  here  he  lived  until  his  death, 
in  1826,  at  the  age  of  eighty-four,  when  his  lands 
passed  into  strangers'  hands.  Two  of  his  sons,  John 
George  and  Henry  Anthony  Frantz,  purchased  a  farm 


on  Mill  Creek  in  1801,  formerly  owned  by  Hans 
Schneider,  and  later  by  G.  Eeinch.  John  George 
was  born  June  13,  1775,  was  married  for  forty-eight 
years  to  Catharine  Kuhns,  with  whom  he  had  ten 
children,  and  died  June  8,  1848.  Another  son, 
Jacob,  removed  from  the  township,  and  John,  the 
youngest,  died  in  the  neighborhood  of  his  father's 
farm.  Lewis  Frantz,  a  grandchild  of  George,  is 
living  in  North  Whitehall,  while  of  the  sons  of  Henry 
Anthony  Frantz,  William,  Abraham,  Henry,  and 
Daniel  reside  on  farms  in  the  township. 

Sebastian  Miller  came  from  Germany,  and,  after  a 
residence  for  some  time  in  Montgomery  County,  Pa., 
located  with  his  son,  Jacob,  on  a  tract  of  land  called 
Mount  Nebo,  comprising  one  hundred  and  fifty-five 
and  one-half  acres,  situated   on  the   Lehigh   River, 
above  Laury's  Station,  for  which  he  obtained  a  war- 
rant on  the  25th  of  October,  1749.     This  he  granted 
by  will  to  his  son,  Jacob,  above  named,  who  acquired 
in  addition  three  hundred  and  seventeen  and  one-half 
acres  adjoining  the  Mount  Nebo  tract,  in  three  par- 
cels,— one  of  forty-five  acres,  by  deed-patent  from  the 
province  on  the  18th  of  February,  1768 ;  the  second, 
of  one  hundred  and  fifty-three  and  one-half  acres,  by 
patent  under  date  of  May  31,  1784;  and  the  third,  of 
one  hundred  and  nineteen  acres,  by  patent  dated  May 
18, 1784.     He  also  located  other  tracts  about  the  year 
1758,  which  passed  into  the  ownership  of  strangers. 
He  was  a  teamster  in  the  Revolutionary  army.     His 
relations  with  the  Indians,  who  had  an  encampment 
on  his  land,  were  of  the  most  friendly  nature.    He 
was  in  the  habit  of  presenting  them  with  milk,  in  re- 
turn for  which  they  were  accustomed  to  assist  in  herd- 
ing his  cattle.     At  the  time  of  the  Indian  disturb- 
ances, in  1763,  he,  with  the  rest  of  his  neighbors,  fled, 
with  his  family  and  effects,  to  Deshler's  fort  for  safety, 
but  returned  almost  immediately,  upon  receiving  as- 
surances from  his  savage  friends  of  their  kindly  dis- 
position towards  him.     They  helped  to  return  him 
and  his  household  to  the  farm,  and  for  a  time  be  was 
the  only  white  man  who  dared  to  dwell  in  the  neigh- 
borhood.    When  the  Indians  finally  withdrew  from 
this  region  they  took  their  last  dinner  with  him  be- 
fore departing.    During  his  residence  in  Montgomery 
County  he  was  married  to  Elizabeth  Miller,  a  native 
of  Germany.     He  died  about  1810,  at  an  advanced 
age,  and  was   buried   at   Egypt.     He  had   but  one 
brother,  named  Sebastian,  who  lived  and  died  a  bach- 
elor with  the  first  Sebastian.     Jacob  Miller  left  four 
sons,   named    Jacob    (who    moved   to    Susquehanna 
County,  Pa.),  Sebastian,  Peter,  and  John.     Of  these, 
Sebastian  received  the  first-mentioned  tract  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty-five  and  one-half  acres  (now  owned 
by  Joel  Peter),  while  to  Peter  and  John  he  conveyed 
the  three  hundred  and  seventeen  and  one-half  acres 
by  deed  on  the  26th  of  May,  1798,  reserving  for  him- 
self a  life  estate.    The  land  was  well  overgrown  along 
the  Lehigh  River  with  a  fine  forest  of  poplar-trees. 
The  entire  farm  is  still  in  the  possession  of  his  de- 
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scendants  or  their  near  relatives  by  marriage.  Por- 
tions of  the  farm  are  at  present  owned  by  Samuel 
Miller,  of  North  Whitehall,  and  by  William  and 
Jacob  Miller,  of  Allentown,  Pa.,  the  latter  of  whom 
owns  the  original  homestead. 

The  first  of  the  Newhards  is  supposed  to  have  been 
Michael,  who  took  out  warrants  for  about  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  acres  of  land  along  the  Lehigh,  in  the 
vicinity  of  Laury's  Station,  between  1738  and  1765. 
It  descended  to  his  sons,  Frederick  and  Peter  New- 
hard,  or  Nyhard,  as  the  name  is  occasionally  found 
•written,  who  had  purchased  from  their  father  forty- 
three  acres  one  hundred  and  three  perches  on  the  18th 
of  January,  1768,  and  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
one  hundred  and  twenty  perches  on  the  8th  of  Jan- 
uary, 1770,  and  also  bought  a  tract  of  fifty-five  acres 
thirty-five  perches  from  Jacob  Miller,  on  the  8th  of 
January,  1770.  Peter  Nyhard  besides  located  a  tract 
called  "  Fairfield,"  of  eighteen  acres  sixty-six  perches, 
on  the  16th  of  November,  1786.  Portions  of  these 
lands  are  held  at  present  by  Owen,  Joseph,  and  Al- 
fred J.  Newhard,  who  are  descendants  from  them. 

Adam  Schneck  is  known  to  have  taken  out  war- 
rants for  land  in  the  vicinity  of  Schnecksville  in  1766, 
and  is  supposed  to  have  been  the  founder  of  the  family, 
and  to  have  come  from  W^iirtemberg,  Germany.  The 
descendants  of  the  family  residing  in  the  township  are 
numerous,  and  prominent  among  them  are  John  B. 
Schneck,  who  has  a  portion  of  the  original  tract, 
Joseph  Schneck,  and  Nathan  Schneck. 

Of  Leonard  Schluzer,  who  is  supposed  to  be  foun- 
der of  the  Schlosser  family,  and  to  have  settled  in 
North  Whitehall  about  1749,  tradition  says  that  he 
was  the  owner  of  large  tracts  of  land,  extending  in  a 
belt  from  the  Lehigh  River  to  Unionville.  His  son 
.Jacob  had  three  sons,  named  Stephen,  Jonas,  and 
John.  The  latter  two  removed  from  the  State,  and 
Stephen,  who  was  born  on  the  30th  of  January,  1813, 
came  into  the  possession  of  a  part  of  the  original  tract. 
He  died  on  the  14th  of  January,  1881.  He  was  mar- 
ried to  Eliza  Jacob,  and  his  sons  living  are  Henry 
and  John  Frank  (the  marble-cutter),  of  Unionville; 
Benjamin  and  Orville,  of  Allentown,  Pa. 

Along  Jordan  Creek,  John  Lichtenwalner  obtained 
a  warrant  for  three  hundred  acres  in  1738,  a  portion 
of  which  is  in  North  Whitehall,  owned  by  Henry 
Geiger.  Hans  Ulrich  Ahlner  located  one  hundred 
and  five  acres  one  hundred  and  thirty-eight  perches 
on  the  27th  of  February,  1744.  Philip  Diel  took 
out  warrants  on  the  18th  of  April,  1753,  and  the 
20th  of  August,  1754,  for  two  hundred  and  seventy- 
six  acres ;  and  Felix  Arner  obtained  warrants  on  the 
18th  of  October,  1752,  for  forty-three  acres,  on  the 
20th  of  August,  1765,  for  seventy-nine  acres,  on  the 
28th  of  January,  1771,  for  twenty-nine  acres  fifty- 
five  perches,  and  on  the  14th  of  September,  1772, 
for  thirty-nine  acres  one  hundred  and  twenty-nine 
perches.  These  families  have  disappeared  from  the 
township,  and  of  the  last  named  only  it  is  known 


from  his  tombstone  at  Union  Church  that  he  was 
born  October,  1726,  and  died  in  1776.  Large  tracts 
of  land  were  also  located  in  the  vicinity  of  Ironton 
by  John  Nicolaus  Hertzog,  who  lived  near  the  present 
site  of  Brown's  ore-beds.  His  family  have  also  dis- 
appeared from  the  township. 

Among  the  early  settlers  were  also  Peter  Burk- 
holder,  who,  in  1754,  applied  for  a  tract  of  land,  a 
part  of  which  lay  in  what  is  now  North  Whitehall ; 
Jacob  Seager,  who  in  December,  1796,  received  a 
patent  deed  for  a  small  tract;  Nicholas  Marks,  who 
obtained  a  patent  for  two  hundred  and  one  acres  on 
the  23d  of  February,  1773,  and  another  for  seventy- 
two  and  one-half  acres  on  the  4th  of  May,  1773, 
which  land  lies  on  both  sides  of  the  present  boun- 
dary line  of  North  Whitehall  and  of  Whitehall  town- 
ships ;  Jacob  Mickley,  whose  tract  of  thirty-eight 
acres  also  lies  on  both  sides  of  the  line,  and  John 
Snyder,  whose  title  afterwards  vested  in  Nicholas 
Allemang.  The  Troxells  also  early  located  a  tract 
of  fifteen  hundred  acres  in  the  neighborhood  of 
Egypt,  a  portion  of  which  now  lies  in  North  White- 
hall. 

The  assessment-lists  for  1781  disclose  the  names  of 
the  following  as  real-estate  owners  in  that  year  in  the 
township : 

Michael  Bruch.  Peter  Neuhard. 

Stephen  Salliet.  Frederick  Neuhard. 

John  Balliet.  Lawrence  Neuhard. 

Paul  Balliet.  Peter  Neuhard. 

Henry  Berger.  Lawrence  Kuch. 

Jacob  Berger.  Michael  Ringer,  Jr. 

Christopher  Blank.  Nicholas  Seager. 

Henry  Bear.  Nicholas  Seager,  Jr. 

Philip  Deel.  Samuel  Seager. 

Peter  Draxel.  Christian  Seager. 

Daniel  Draxel.  Peter  Steckle. 

Nicholas  Draxel.  Jacob  Steckle. 

Adam  Draxel.  John  Shad, 

Jacob  Frantz.  Adam  Serfasa. 

Jacob  Flickinger.  Stephen  Snyder. 

George  Flickinger.  Widow  Snyder. 

Martin  Graff.  Michael  Snyder. 

Lawrence  Good.  Daniel  Snyder. 

Paul  Gross.  Conrad  Seip. 

Widow  Houser.  William  Seip. 

Jacob  Harmon.  AdamSbeurer. 

John  Ho£fman.  Peter  Sneck. 

Barthol  Hoffman,  Henry  Sueck, 

Peter  Hoffman.  Yost  G.  Sneck. 

George  Hoffman,  Martin  Samel.  ' 

Henry  Heffelfinger.  George  Samel. 

Andrew  Jeal.  Jacob  Sander. 

Jacob  Kohler.  Adam  Sander. 

Peter  Kohler.  Johu  Sander. 

Theobald  Kennel.  Widow  Siegfried, 

Henry  Koon .  Andrew  Siegfried, 

Gottfrey  Laury,  Samuel  Woodring, 

Conrad  Leysering,  Nicholas  Woodring. 

Peter  Meyer.  Jacob  Wolf. 

Jacob  Miller,  Philip  Knappenberger, 

Sebastian  Miller,  John  Mosser, 

Adam  Miller, 

An  account  of  the  steps  by  which  the  early  settlers 
obtained  the  right,  title,  and  possession  of  these  lands, 
all  of  which  originally  belonged  to  the  Delaware  or 
Lenni  Lenape  Indians,  may  not  be  uninteresting. 


516 


HISTORY   OF   LEHIGH    COUNTY,  PENNSYLVANIA. 


Having  cast  about  for  any  unoccupied  land  that 
pleased  his  fancy,  the  colonist  made  application  to  the 
rulers  of  the  province  of  Pennsylvania  for  a  warrant 
for  the  survey  of  the  land  selected,  paying  at  the 
same  time  a  certain  per  cent,  of  the  purchase  money 
down.  The  prices  of  the  land  varied  at  different 
times.  Thus,  between  the  years  1744  and  1758  the 
price  per  hundred  acres  was  fifteen  pounds  ten  shil- 
lings, or  forty-one  dollars  and  thirty-three  cents,  or 
four  dollars  and  thirteen  cents  per  acre.  About  1762 
and  1763,  the  time  of  the  Indian  troubles,  the  price 
sank  to  nine  pounds,  or  twenty-four  dollars,  and  in 
1765  it  rose  to  its  former  price  of  fifteen  pounds  ten 
shillings,  at  which  figure  it  remained  for  but  a  short 
time.  The  value  fell  again  to  five  pounds  sterling,  or 
twenty-two  dollars  and  twenty-two  cents,  in  July, 
1765,  at  which  price  it  was  sold  till  after  the  close  of 
the  Eevolutionary  war  and  the  return  of  peace,  in 
1784. 

After  taking  out  the  warrant  the  settler  had  a  pre- 
sumptive title  to  the  land,  which  he  secured  by  pay- 
ing a  portion  of  the  purchase  money  down  as  already 
stated.  The  warrant  in  reality  was  only  an  instrument 
giving  the  surveyor-general  of  the  province  authority 
to  survey  a  tract  of  land  corresponding  in  quantity  to 
what  was  asked  for  in  the  settler's  application.  The 
survey  was  then  made,  generally  a  few  months  after 
the  issuing  of  the  warrant,  and  a  return  made  to  the 
land  oflSce,  with  a  draft  attached.  Then,  at  the  con- 
venience of  the  colonists,  sometimes  not  for  many 
years  after  the  first  steps  were  taken,  the  settler  paid 
the  balance  of  the  purchase  money,  and  received  from 
the  proprietaries  of  the  province  a  deed-patent  for  the 
land  surveyed  for  him.  The  full  title  to  their  lands 
was  thus  often  not  secured  by  the  early  settlers  till 
after  the  lapse  of  twenty  or  twenty-five  years,  or  even 
more,  from  the  time  when  they  first  settled.  For  ex- 
ample, the  land  of  Nicholas  Seager,  who  took  out  a 
warrant  for  two  hundred  and  fifty  acres  on  Coplay 
Creek  on  the  28th  of  October,  1737,  was  not  surveyed 
till  the  14th  of  November  following  ;  and  he  did  not 
ask  for  or  obtain  his  deed  for  the  same  till  the  6th  of 
April,  1762.  So  with  the  second  tract  of  forty-three 
and  one-half  acres,  for  which  he  applied  on  the  24th 
of  January,  1739.  This  was  not  surveyed  till  the  8th 
of  May  in  that  year,  and  a  deed  for  it  was  not  received 
•  by  him  till  the  6th  of  April,  1762.  Thus  it  will  be 
seen  that  Seager  was  in  the  full,  enjoyment  of  the  first 
tract  twenty-five  years,  and  of  the  second  twenty- 
three  years,  before  the  title  fully  vested  in  him.  This 
was  the  general  practice  of  the  early  scltlcrs,  some  of 
whom  in  fact  never  received  a  deed  for  the  lands  for 
which  they  had  taken  out  warrants,  selling  their  title 
to  the  warrants,  so  that  often  the  deeds  were  made  to 
their  venders.  This  seeming  looseness  was  permitted 
by  the  proprietaries  ibr  the  greater  encouragement  of 
colonization. 

It  may  be  of  interest  also  to  know  what  was  the 
form  of  the  patent  deeds  which  the  proprietaries  of 


the  province  of  Pennsylvania  grantefl  to  the  early 
settlers  in  pursuance  of  surveys  made  under  these 
warrants,  and  we  accordingly  subjoin  a  copy  of  one 
in  possession  of  Dr.  Lewis  B.  Balliet.  It  reads  as 
follows: 

"  Tjiomas  Penn  and  RiCHABD  PENN,  Esqrs.,  True  and  absolute  Pro- 
prietaries and  Governors  in  Chief  of  the  Province  of  Pennsylvania  and 
Counties  of  New  Castle,  Kent  and  Sussex  upon  Delaware. 

"To  all  unto  whom  these  Presents  shall  come,  Greeting:  Wheeeas  in 
Consequence  of  the  application  of  Paul  Polyard,  dated  the  Twelftli  day 
of  April,  1749,  for  97}g8  acres  of  latir]  in  Whitehall  Township,  Northamp- 
ton County,  a  survey  hath  been  made  of  the  Tract  of  Land  hereinafter 
mentioned  and  intended  to  be  hereby  granted.  And  WHEnEAB,  in  pur- 
suance of  a  warrant,  dated  the  Ninth  day  of  October,  1759,  requiring 
our  Surveyor  General  to  accept  the  said  survey  into  bis  oflBce,  and  make 
return  thereof  into  our  Secretary's  Office,  in  Order  for  Confiimation  to 
the  said  Paul  Polyard,  on  the  terms  in  the  same  warrant  mentioned,  he 
hath  accordingly  made  Return  thereof,  thereby  certifying  the  Descrip- 
tion, Bounds  and  Limits,  of  the  land  as  aforesaid,  surveyed  to  be  as  fol- 
lows, viz.;  Beginning  at  a  small  marked  Chestnut  Oak,  thence  by  viicant 
land  North  thirty-five  Degrees,  West  one  hundred  and  forty  perches  to 
a  post.  South  seventy  degrees,  west  eighty  perches  to  a  post,  and  South 
one  hundred  and  forty-fnur  perches  and  a  half  to  a  post,  thence  by  land 
of  Caspar  Wistar,  North  seventy  degrees,  East  one  hundred  and  sixty- 
five  perches  to  the  place  of  beginning,  containing  Ninety-seven  Acres 
and  One  huodred  Perches,  and  the  usual  allowance  of  Six  per  cent,  for 
Roads  and  Highways. 

"  Now  at  the  instance  and  request  of  the  said  Paul  Polyiird  that  we 
would  he  pleased  to  grant  him  a  Confirmation  of  the  same.  Know  Fe, 
that  in  consideration  of  the  sum  of  Six  Pounds  and  Two  Shillings,  Ster- 
ling money  of  Great  Britiiin  and  lawful  money  of  Pennsylvania,  to  our 
Use,  paid  by  the  Said  Paul  Polyard,  (the  Receipt  whereof  we  hereby  ac- 
knowledge and  thereof  do  acquit  and  forever  di-cliarpe  the  said  Paul 
Polyard,  his  Heirs  and  Assigns,  by  these  Presents,)  and  of  the  yearly 
Quit  Rent  hereinafter  mentioned  and  reserved,  We  Muv'  given,  granted, 
released  and  confirmed  and  by  these  Presents,  for  us,  our  Heirs  and  Suc- 
cessors, Do  give,  grant,  release  and  confirm,  unto  the  s;iid  Paul  Pulyjird, 
bis  heirs  and  assigns,  the  said  Ninety-seven  Acres  of  Land,  as  the  same 
are  now  set  forth,  bounded  and  limited  as  aforesaid:  With  ail  Mines, 
Minerals,  Quarries,  Meadows,  Marshes,  Savannahs,  Swamps,  Cripples, 
Woods,  Underwoods,  Timber,  and  Trees,  Ways,  Waters,  W'ater-courses, 
Liberties,  Profits,  Commodities,  Advantages,  Hereditaments  and  Appur- 
tenances whatsoever,  therfunto  belonging  or  in  any  wise  appertaining 
and  lying  within  the  Bounds  and  Limits  aforesaid  (Three  full  and  clear 
fifth  Parts  of  all  Royal  Mines  free  from  all  Deductions  and  Reprisals  for 
digging  and  refining  the  same:  and  also  one-filth  Part  of  the  Ore  of  all 
other  Mines,  delivered  at  the  Pit's  mouth  only  excepted,  and  hereby  re- 
served) and  also  free  Leave,  Right,  and  Liberty,  to  and  for  the  said  Paul 
Polyard,  his  Heirs  and  Assigns,  to  hawk,  hunt,  fish,  and  fowl,  in  and 
upon  the  hereby  granted  Land  and  Premises,  or  upon  any  Part  thereof: 

"  To  Have  and  to  Hold  the  said  above-described  Tract  of  Land  and 
Premises  hereby  granted  (except  as  before  excepted),  with  their  Appur- 
tenances unto  the  said  Paul  Polyard,  bis  Ht-irs  and  Assigns,  furever.  To 
the  only  use  and  behoof  of  the  said  Paul  Polyard,  His  Heirs  and  Assigns 
forever  ;  To  be  Holden  of  us,  our  Heire  and  Successors,  Proprietaries  of 
Pennsylvania,  as  of  our  Manor  of  Fermor,  in  the  County  of  Northampton 
aforesaid,  in  free  and  common  Socage,  by  Fealty  only, in  lieu  of  all  other 
Services,  Yielding  and  Paying  therefore  yearly  unto  Us,  our  Heirs  and 
Successors,  at  the  town  of  Eastou,  in  the  said  County,  at  or  upon  the 
first  Day  of  March  in  every  year,  irom  the  firat  day  of  March  last,  One 
lialf-Petmy  Sterling  for  every  Acre  of  tlie  same,  or  Value  thereof  in 
Coin  current,  according  as  the  Exchange  shall  then  be  between  our 
said  Province  and  the  City  of  London,  to  such  Pei-son  or  Persona  as 
shall  from  Time  to  Time  he  appointed  tu  receive  the  same.  And  in  case 
of  Non-payment  thereof  within  ninety  Days  next  after  the  Same  shall 
become  due,  that  then  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  us,  our  Heirs,  and 
Successors,  our  and  their  Receiver  or  Receivers,  into  and  upon  the 
hereby  granted  Land  and  Premises  to  re-enter,  and  the  same  to  hold 
and  Posfjess  until  the  said  Quit-Rent  and  all  the  Arrears  thereof,  to- 
gether  witli  the  charges  accruing  by  BU-ans  of  such  Non-payment  and 
Re-ontry,  be  fully  paid  and  discharged. 

"  Wititt'ns^  James  Hamilton,  Esquire,  Lieutenant-Governor  of  the  said 
Province,  who,  by  Tirtue  of  certain  Powers  and  Authorities  to  him  for 
thia  Purpose,  inter  alia^  granted  by  the  said  Proprietaries,  hath  hereunto 
set  his  Hand,  and  caused  the  Great  Seal  of  the  said  Province  to  he  here- 
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unto  affixed,  at  Philadelphia,  this  Seventh  Day  of  September,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  One  Thousand  Seven  Hundred  and  Sixty-one,  the  First 
Tear  of  the  Keign  of  King  George  the  Third,  over  Great  Britain,  &c., 
and  the  Forty-fourth  year  of  the  aaid  Proprietaries'  Government. 

"  James  Hamilto.v." 

After  thus  obtaining  possession,  the  early  settlers 
devoted  themselves  with  might  and  main  to  the  clear- 
ing of  the  land,  so  as  to  make  it  suitable  for  agricul- 
ture. In  1773  there  were  in  the  entire  township  of 
Whitehall  (that  is,  the  region  now  included  in  the  three 
Whitehalls)  six  thousand  and  s^'enty  acres  of  cleared 
land,  of  which  twelve  hundred  and  twenty-three  acres 
were  covered  with  grain,  which  was  sown  by  the  one 
hundred  and  seventeen  farmers  then  in  the  township. 
Of  other  trades  and  occupations,  there  were  at  the 
same  time  three  landlords,  jjne  weaver,  two  smiths, 
and  one  tailor,  while  the  poor  numbered  seven.  La- 
borers received  from  ten  to  twelve  cents  a  day ; 
houses  were  rented  from  four  to  eight  dollars  a  year, 
which  included  fuel  and  the  use  of  several  acres  of 
land.  Taxes  were  light:  a  farm  of  two  hundred 
acres  paid  from  eighty  cents  to  one  dollar  and  a  half 
Between  1790  and  1800  a  tract  of  land  containing 
eighty  acres,  with  a  saw-mill,  grist-mill,  and  other 
improvements,  paid  nine  dollars  tax. 

The  first  duty  which  occupied  the  early  settlers  was 
the  clearing  of  a  space  sufficiently  large  for  a  dwell- 
ing-house and  garden.  Their  houses  were  built  of 
logs,  the  interstices  between  which  were  filled  up 
with  saplings,  and  sometimes  roughly  plastered  with 
mud.  At  first  the  hare  ground,  trodden  down  hard, 
served  as  a  floor,  but  later  rough  boards  were  laid. 
The  roof  was  thatched  with  straw,  and  in  the  course 
of  time  covered  with  boards  and  shingles.  The 
houses  were  one  story  and  a  half  in  height,  and  the 
same  model  was  observed  by  all  in  the  method  of 
their  construction.  On  the  ground-floor  there  were 
two  rooms, — a  larger,  used  as  a  kitchen,  dining-room, 
and  for  general  family  purposes;  the  other  smaller, 
and  occupied  as  a  bedroom.  The  latter  opened  into 
a  still  smaller  room,  called  the  "  kammer,"  which 
was  without  a  window,  and  was  used  by  the  head  of 
the  family  and  his  spouse  as  a  bedroom.  In  the 
kitchen  there  was  a  huge  fireplace,  generally  in  the 
partition-wall  between  the  two  lower  rooms,  and  a 
large  chimney  reared  itself  from  the  middle  of  the 
roof. 

On  the  right  hand  a  hake-oven  was  inserted  into 
the  fireplace  and  chimney,  and  in  the  loft  over  the 
oven  there  was  a  smoke-house  for  drying  meat. 
Later,  mall-stoves  were  used,  which  were  square 
boxes  of  rough  cast  iron,  without  a  cover,  inserted 
into  the  wall.  The  loft  was  all  one  room,  and  was 
used  by  the  children  as  a  bedroom,  and  for  storing 
grain  and  flax.  Small  windows,  with  four  panes  of 
glass,  were  let  into  the  walls,  and  heavy  plank  doors 
guarded  from  external  assault.  In  the  loft  there 
were  also  loopholes,  from  which  to  repel  the  attacks 
•of  hostile  savages.  The  furniture  was  simple,  and 
roughly  made  out  of  logs.     It  generally  consisted  of 


a  heavy  board  for  a  table,  and  several  rude  benches 
and  bedsteads. 

They  next  began  constructing  barns  and  out-build- 
ings, at  the  same  time  clearing  more  land.  Thrash- 
ing floors  were  of  mud,  leveled  and  beaten  down  hard. 
Upon  the  new  land  the  farmers  raised  wheat  for  the 
first  and  second  crop,  and  afterwards  rye  and  buck- 
wheat, and,  after  1780,  Indian  corn.  Upon  a  whole 
farm,  in  the  early  days,  no  more  of  these  grains  was 
raised  than  is  now  produced  by  a  single  field.  The 
rye  and  buckwheat  were  used  for  bread,  wheat  being 
the  only  commodity  passing  current  as  money.  The 
wheat  was  carefully  garnered  and  ground  into  flour, — 
not  for  the  use  of  the  farmer  and  his  family,  but  to  be 
sold.  Flax  was  also  raised,  hut  only  in  such  quantity 
as  was  needed  for  clothing,  for  which  purpose  flax 
and  wool  were  the  only  materials  used. 

It  may  well  he  imagined  that  it  required  men  of 
great  bodily  strength  to  engage  in  a  contest  with 
nature  such  as  the  early  settlers  undertook,  and  tales 
of  the  strength  and  endurance  of  the  North  White- 
hall settlers  are  told  to  this  day.  Their  lives  were 
simple  and  well  regulated  ;  their  food  was  corn-mush, 
game,  and  fish.  The  richer  farmers  treated  them- 
selves of  a  Sunday  to  pies  made  of  bread-crust  and 
beef  The  Coplay  and  the  other  creeks  abounded 
in  trout,  and  shoals  of  shad  ascended  the  Lehigh 
Elver  every  spring.  These  were  caught  by  parties 
who  erected  what  were  called  shad-bounds,  the  idea 
of  which  was  received  from  the  Indians.  In  the  cen- 
tre of  the  stream,  some  distance  above  a  fall,  a  large 
circle,  not  entirely  closed,  was  made  with  stones, 
rising  above  the  surface  of  the  water.  From  the 
broken  ends  of  the  circle,  wing-walls  of  stone  ex- 
tended to  both  banks  of  the  river,  thus  effectually 
preventing  the  return  of  the  fish  down  stream.  The 
party  of  fishermen  then  went  some  distance  up  the 
river,  and  with  twigs  and  branches  frightened  the 
shad  into  swimming  into  the  circle,  where  they  were 
easily  caught.  It  was  a  common  occurrence  to  take 
two  hundred  fish  out  of  a  circle,  many  of  which 
weighed  ten  pounds.  Some  of  these  Indian  bounds 
were  standing  as  late  as  1825.  The  clothing  used  by 
the  early  settlers  was  mainly  of  flax,  which  was  woven 
by  the  women  and  the  younger  sons  of  the  family. 
Children  went  barefooted,  and  when  grown  up  were 
presented  with  a  pair  of  cowhide  shoes  or  boots. 
Later  a  pair  of  these  was  given  each  fall.  Agricul- 
ture was  a  rude  affair,  and  farming  implements  were 
of  the  simplest  description.  Plows  were  made  of 
wood,  the  point  of  the  share  being  tipped  with  iron ; 
hoes  and  forks  were  clumsily  made  and  heavy  out  of 
all  proportion. 

The  early  settlers  were  neighborly  and  kind,  honest 
and  simple  in  disposition.  They  were  always  ready 
to  extend  a  helping  hand  to  a  neighbor  in  distress. 
Their  accounts  with  each  other  they  kept  in  chalk 
upon  the  smoke-browned  rafters.  They  required  no 
bonds  of  each  other  when  loaning  money,  and  when 
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promissory  notes  were  first  introduced  to  their  un- 
sophisticated minds,  they  had  great  difficulty  in  deter- 
mining whether  the  borrower  or  the  lender  should 
hold  the  security. 

Not  all  the  land  was  at  first  taken  by  farmers  and 
improved.  Large  tracts  were  also  applied  for  by 
speculators,  who  held  them  for  a  time  only  for  the 
purpose  of  realizing  a  profit  on  their  sale.  One  of 
the  principal  of  these  was  Samuel  Morris,  of  Phila- 
delphia, who  owned  a  large  estate  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  Eomich's  mill.  He  stationed  a  watchman 
by  the  name  of  John  Henry  upon  his  land,  to  pre- 
vent depredations  upon  the  wood.  John  was  fond  of 
his  toddy,  and  the  neighbors  were  accustomed  to 
humor  this  weakness  of  his  to  such  an  extent  that 
he  would  forget  his  duty  and  assist  them  in  carting 
away  the  wood  he  was  appointed  to  guard.  He  is 
still  remembered  by  the  name  of  "  Elsenhaus,"  which 
he  received  because  of  his  so  doing.  Another  famous 
land  speculator  was  Nicholas  Kraemer,  who  flourished 
between  1800  and  1817.  He  was  entirely  uneducated, 
but  his  skill  and  aptness  in  buying  and  selling  the 
land  still  fills  those  who  dealt  with  him  with  admira- 
tion, and  he  will  long  be  remembered  under  the 
quaint  title  of  the  "  land  merchant,"  which  the  people 
gave  him. 

In  1752,  when  Northampton  County  was  formed, 
the  upper  part  of  what  is  now  Lehigh  County,  com- 
prising at  present  the  townships  of  Lynn,  Weissen- 
berg,  Heidelberg,  Lowhill,  and  the  three  Whitehalls, 
contained  about  eight  hundred  people.  In  1810  tlie 
population  of  the  district  which  is  now  North  White- 
hall, South  Whitehall,  and  Whitehall  contained  thir- 
teen hundred  and  thirty-eight  white  males  and  twelve 
hundred  and  fifty-one  white  females,  or  a  total  of  two 
thousand  five  hundred  and  eighty-nine  people.  In 
1820  the  population  of  North  Whitehall  was  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  seven ;  in  1830,  two  thousand  and 
fourteen ;  and  in  1840,  two  thousand  three  hundred 
and  twenty-four.  The  census  of  1870  showed  a  popu- 
lation of  four  thousand  one  hundred  and  seventy 
persons,  and  at  present  it  is  above  five  thousand. 
North  Whitehall  has  at  present  a  cultivated  acreage 
of  twenty-one  thousand  one  hundred  and  twenty 
acres. 

The  Aborigines — Indian  Troubles— The  Massa- 
cre of  1763,— The  valleys  through  which  the  Coplay, 
Fell's,  and  Mill  Greeks  flow  were  favorite  hunting- 
and  camping-grounds  of  the  Delaware  and  Shawanese 
Indians.  Kolapechka,  a  chiel'of  the  latter  tribe,  and 
the  son  of  Paxaiiosa,  also  a  chief,  dwelt  on  the  banks 
of  Sand  Spring,  one  of  the  tributaries  of  Coplay  Creek, 
near  Ballietsville,  on  land  now  owned  by  Josi'ph 
Balliet.  He  was  a  good  man,  and  was  (Ve(]uently 
employed  by  the  government  as  a  messenger.  The 
remains  of  the  foundation  walls  of  his  hut  are  still 
pointed  out.  There  were  Indian  villages  on  Laurence 
Troxell's  (now  Jeremiah  Eitter's)  land,  on  land  now 
owned  by  James  Scheurer,  and  upon  that  of  Hilarius 


Kernell  and  the  Woodrings,  near  Schnecksville. 
Another  encampment  was  located  on  land  now  owned 
by  Jerry  Kuhns,  and  the  spring  flowing  by  the  spot  is 
yet  known  as  Indian  Spring.  At  the  mouth  of  Rock 
Creek  there  was  also  a  village,  and  at  the  same  point 
there  was  a  fording-place  used  by  the  Indians  in  cross- 
ing the  Lehigh  River.  Some  distance  farther  down 
the  stream  were  rapids,  which  were  known  by  the 
name  of  the  Indian  Falls  until  they  were  flooded  by 
the  erection  of  Kuntz's  dam,  two  miles  above  Laury's. 
There  were  burial  grounds  on  land  now  owned  by 
Tilghman  Schneck  and  beyond  Unionville.  Near 
Romich's  mill  there  is  a  field  on  the  side  of  the  hill, 
well  exposed  to  the  sun,  upon  which  the  savages  raised 
Indian  corn.  In  the  neighborhood  of  these  places 
there  are  still  found  stone  arrow-heads,  axes,  toma- 
hawks, hoes,  etc.,  in  abundance.  Traces  of  Indian 
paths  are  still  visible  in  the  vicinity  of  Sand  Spring, 
and  from  Siegfried's  bridge  to  Egypt,  thence  to  the 
Blue  Mountains,  near  the  Bake  Oven  Knob.  The  latter 
runs  due  east  and  west,  and  its  course  is  still  plain 
from  the  cleared  space  where  there  are  woods.  At 
the  upper  end  of  the  village  of  Whitehall,  in  White- 
hall township,  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  north  of  the 
bridge  at  Siegfried's,  the  Indians  were  accustomed  to 
cross  the  Lehigh  River.  On  the  Northampton  County 
side  of  the  river  numerous  skeletons,  beads,  toma- 
hawks, etc.,  were  discovered  in  digging  the  road-bed 
of  the  Lehigh  and  Susquehanna  Railroad,  about  four- 
teen years  ago.  Numerous  Indian  paths  branched 
out  on  this  side  of  the  river  from  this  fording-place, 
one  of  which,  leading  along  Mill  Creek,  was  taken  by 
the  Indians  on  their  murderous  journey  in  October, 
1763. 

The  relations  of  the  early  German  settlers  were 
peaceful  and  friendly  with  the  Indians.  The  hitter 
plaited  baskets  for  their  white  neighbors,  and  received 
in  return  the  necessaries  of  life,  while  the  children 
of  both  played  and  grew  up  with  each  other.  After 
the  defeat  of  Braddock  in  1753,  the  murderous  in- 
stincts of  the  savages  were  aroused,  and  the  settlers 
were  constantly  disturbed.  It  was  a  customary  thing 
for  the  former,  rifle  in  hand,  to  ascend  some  high  point 
near  his  house  before  retiring,  and  look  for  blazing 
cottages.  In  1758  peace  was  made  and  kept  unbroken 
till  1763,  when  Indian  fury  again  broke  out. 

On  the  8th  of  October,  1763,— a  clear,  delightful  fall 
day, — a  band  of  twelve  Indians  crossed  the  Lehigh 
River  at  the  spot  where  Whitehall  now  stands,  fresh 
from  an  attack  upon  the  whites  in  Allen  township, 
Northampton  Co.,  and  proceeded  along  Mill  Creek  to 
the  farm  of  John  Jacob  Mickley,  three  of  whose  chil- 
dren they  met  in  the  woods  gathering  chestnuts,  and 
immediately  murdered  two  of  them.  They  then  pro- 
ceeded to  the  house  of  Nicholas  Marks  and  Hans 
Schneider,  both  of  which  they  burned  down  after 
they  had  killed  Schneider,  his  wife  and  three  children, 
and  wounded  two  daughters,  scalping  one  of  them, 
and  leaving  both  for  dead.     Marks  and  his  family 
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escaped.  Another  of  Schneider's  children  was  taken 
captive,  and  never  restored.  A  full  account  of  these 
murders  will  be  found  in  the  general  history.  The 
murdered  Mickley  children  were  buried  on  the  farm, 
and  the  spot  where  they  are  interred  at  the  foot  of  a 
large  chestnut-tree  is  still  pointed  out.  For  nineteen 
years  the  scene  of  these  cruelties  remained  entirely 
deserted  by  whites.  In  1784,  G.  Eemeli  bought  the 
land  and  erected  upon  it  a  small  stone  house,  which 
is  yet  standing.  A  portion  of  the  land  is  now  owned 
by  the  venerable  Daniel  Frantz.  The  blackened 
foundation  walls  of  Schneider's  house  were  standing 
twenty  years  ago,  but  have  now  been  entirely  carried 
off  by  relic-hunters,  or  used  for  building  purposes. 
About  thirty  years  ago  some  buckwheat  seeds  were 
found  in  the  ruins,  which  were  planted  and  grew. 

The  daughters  of  Hans  Schneider,  who  were  wounded 
by  the  Indians  and  left  for  dead,  one  being  scalped,  re- 
covered from  their  injuries.  In  1765  the  Assembly  of 
the  province  passed  a  bill  for  their  relief,  as  they  were 
very  poor.  They  never  enjoyed  sound  health,  and 
the  one  who  had  been  scalped  was  a  pitiable  object 
with  her  head  uncovered  with  hair. 

During  these  troubles  the  settlers  would  leave  their 
homes  and  seek  refuge  in  what  were  called  forts,  as  at 
Siegersville,  Ballietsville,  and  in  Deshler's  Fort,  near 
Egypt  and  Coplay.  Paulus  Balliet  and  Adam  Desh- 
ler  were  very  active  in  the  protection  of  the  commu- 
nity from  the  attacks  of  the  Indians,  and  formed  and 
equipped  companies  of  soldiers  to  fight  with  the  In- 
dians, receiving  for  their  services  in  the  latter's  behalf 
substantial  reward  from  the  Assembly  of  Pennsylva- 
nia. Deshler's  fort  is  still  standing  in  a  good  state  of 
preservation,  on  land  now  owned  by  Thomas  Schadt. 
It  is  a  two  and  a  half  story  building  of  stone,  and 
stands  on  a  little  eminence  overlooking  the  meadows 
through  which  Coplay  Creek  flows.  The  building  is 
forty  feet  long  by  thirty  in  width.  The  walls  are 
eighteen  inches  or  two  feet  thick,  and  heavy  timbers 
support  the  interior.  There  were  a  few  small  windows 
in  the  sides,  with  four  panes  of  glass,  and  in  the  gable 
ends  there  were  square  loopholes.  A  large  hearth 
and  chimney  occupies  the  centre  of  the  house,  and  di- 
vides the  lower  and  upper  stories  into  two  apartments. 
In  the  mantelpiece  above  this  can  be  seen  the  bullet- 
holes  made  by  the  Indians.  It  was  the  place  of  refuge 
for  the  entire  neighborhood  upon  an  alarm  being 
sounded,  and  at  the  time  of  the  Indian  murders  in 
1763  was  occupied  by  twenty  men  at  arms,  who,  on 
receipt  of  the  ill  tidings  from  the  fugitives,  started  in 
pursuit  of  the  savages,  but  without  overtaking  them. 

A  number  of  captives  were  taken  by  the  Indians 
during  the  disturbances,  and  those  with  black  hair 
and  eyes  were  generally  spared  and  adopted.  One 
of  the  Mayers,  his  wife  .and  his  son,  were  captured 
and  received  into  a  tribe](  In  1760  a  girl  by  the  name 
of  Margaret  Frantz  was  taken  prisoner  by  the  In- 
dians while  washing  flax  in  company  with  another 
girl  named  Solt,  who  was  also  captured  in  the  creek 


near  her  father's  house,  on  land  owned  by  the  late 
Jonas  Ritter,  near  Ballietsville.  She  was  fifteen 
years  of  age,  and  lived  with  the  Indians  for  seven 
years,  until  exchanged.  Her  companion,  Solt,  lived 
with  an  Indian  as  his  wife,  and  had  two  children,  of 
whom  she  was  permitted  to  retain  the  girl  on  her 
being  restored  to  the  whites.  Henry  Frantz,  the 
father  of  Margaret,  was  killed  by  the  savages  and 
scalped.  The  Indians  pricked  a  mark  resembling  a 
hen's  foot,  or,  as  some  say,  leaves,  on  the  right  wrist, 
rubbing  it  in  with  powder.  Two  years  after  her 
return  from  captivity,  on  the  9th  of  May,  1769,  she 
was  married  to  Nicholas  Wotring.  "She^ecame  noted 
far  and  wide  for  her  knowledge  of  herbs  and  simples, 
which  she  acquired  from  the  Indians,  and  her  services 
in  curing  the  sick  were  in  great  demand.  Her  jour- 
neys, while  on  these  errands,  she  always  accomplished 
on  horseback.  She  died  on  the  29th  of  June,  1829, 
aged  seventy-eight  years,  one  month,  and  twenty-one 
days.  Among  her  descendants  are  Mrs.  Jonas  Ritter, 
Mrs.  Joseph  Steckle,  Samuel  A.  Brown,  Esq.,  and  P. 
Frank  Brown,  Esq. 

Civil  Organization. — Prior  to  1840,  North  White- 
hall formed  with  other  townships  a  district  for  the 
election  and  jurisdiction  of  justices  of  the  peace.  The 
names  and  terms  of  those  who  were  elected  or  ap- 
pointed before  that  year  will  be  found  in  the  civil  list 
of  the  general  history  of  the  county.  Those  who  have 
filled  the  office  since  in  the  township  are  enumerated 
below,  with  the  date  of  their  commission.  They  are 
as  follows : 

Commissioned. 

Duvid  Lauiy April    11,  1665 

Peter  Gross "         9,1867 

Samuel  A.  Brown...     "       13,1869 

Peter  Gross "         9, 1872 

William  Maxwell. ..March  24,  1874 

William  Sell "       19,1876 

Henryf.BeidlerS...    "       27,1879 
Henry  D.  Groos  2....    "        30,  1882 


Edward  Kohlerl. 
Daniel  Seagerl... 

H.  0.  Wilson 

Edward  Kohler... 

Commissioned. 
..April    14,1840 
..     "        14,1840 
...     "         9,1850 
...     "         9, 1860 
...     "       1,3_  lS.>i2 

Edward  Kohler... 

10,  1855 
14, 1857 

Edward  Kohler... 
Peter  Gross 

■•    .'.' 

10, 1860 
15, 1862 

The  first  constable  was  Michael  Hoffman,  who  was 
appointed  for  Egypt  in  1752.  He  was  succeeded  bf 
Godfried  Knauss,  who  was  the  first  appointee  after 
the  erection  of  Whitehall  township.  The  list  of  the 
constables  after  the  formation  of  North  Whitehall 
township,  in  1810,  includes  the  following : 


1813-16.  Henry  Grub. 
1816.  Henry  Bear. 
1817-18.  Daniel  Sheirer. 
1819-21.  John  Boyor. 
1822.  Jonas  Hecker. 
1823-24.  Leonard  Lorash. 
1826.  John  Lentz. 
1826-29.  Jacob  Frantz. 
1830-31.  Leonard  Lorash. 

1832.  William  Boyer. 
John  Lentz. 

1833.  Daniel  Kinger. 
1834-35.  Leonard  Lorash. 
1836.  John  Berger. 
1837-39.  John  Boyer. 


1839-40.  Paul  Brown. 
•     John  Boyer. 

1841.  Paul  Brown. 
Peter  Gross. 

1842.  Edwin  Keiper. 
Jacob  Linderman. 

1843.  Edwin  Keiper. 
Beuben  Yontz. 

1844.  George  Miller. 

1845.  Reuben  Faust. 
1846-47.  Reuben  Tontz. 

1848.  Simon  Sterner. 
Joseph  Freyman. 

1849.  Simon  Sterner. 
Paul  Balliet. 


1  Kohler  and  Seager  were  recommissloned  April  15, 1845. 
-  The  latter  two  hold  the  office  at  present. 
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1850.  Simou  Sterner. 

1866.  Daniel  Boyer. 

Supervisors. 

Overseers. 

Peter  Miller. 
1851.  Reuben  Yontz. 

Samuel  Roth. 
1862-63.  Samuel  Roth. 
1854.  Simon  Sterner. 

1857-68.  Reuben  Semmel. 
1869.  Jacob  Miller. 
1860-63.  Reuben  Semmel. 
1864.  Levi  Fatzinger. 
1865-67.  Charles  Schadt. 

Gabriel  Sheirer. 
John  Schneck. 
Charles  Miller. 
John  Erdman. 

1843. 

George  RhoadB. 
James  Sheirer. 

1856.  S.  Wright. 

1868-84.  Reuben  Semmel. 

Daniel  Kohler. 

1846. 

Elias  M.  Kuntz. 

The  lists  of  supervisors  of  highways  and  overseers 

Thomas  Fatzinger. 
Adam  Leinberger. 

of  the  poor  comprise 

the  following : 

Jonathan  Gross. 

Supervisors. 

Overseers. 
1821. 

Daniel  Kohler. 

1847. 

Elias  M.  Kuntz. 

Nicholas  Troxel. 

George  Shout. 

Thomas  Fatzinger. 

Henry  Baer. 

John  Schaadt. 

Peter  Leinberger. 

Henry  Baer. 
Peter  Steckel. 

Peter  Newhard. 
Daniel  Gross. 

John  Luury, 
George  Ringer. 

John  Anewald. 
John  Newhard. 

John  Anewald. 
George  Ringer. 

Peter  Steckel. 
John  Anewald. 

Jacob  D.  Kuntz. 
John  Miller. 

John  Schneck. 
John  Metzger. 

Henry  Baer, 
Daniel  Steckel. 

Peter  Steckel. 
John  Bertsch. 

William  Lentz. 
George  A.  Newhard. 

Henry  Rockle. 
Peter  Lainberger. 

Godfrey  Peter. 
George  Frantz. 

Peter  Kern. 
William  Long. 

Joseph  Steckel. 
Tobias  Semmel. 
Eli  Saeger. 
Tobias  Deibert. 

Andrew  Walb. 
Tobias  Semmel. 
Ellas  Saeger. 
Anthony  Laudenslager. 

John  Erdman. 
Peter  Keshner. 
John  Xander. 
George  Roth. 


1825. 


1833. 


1835. 


1837. 


1842. 


Samuel  Woodring. 
John  Boyer. 

George  Sheirer. 
John  Deichman. 

Conrad  Kennel. 
Martin  Semmel. 

Peter  Steckel. 
John  Laury. 

John  Laury. 
Michael  Newhard. 

Jacob  D.  Kuntz. 
Michael  Newhard. 

Nicholas  Seager. 
Peter  Romig. 

Thomas  Kern. 
Daniel  Steckel. 

Solomon  Steckel. 
Thomas  Kern. 

Abraham  Steckel. 
John  Schneck. 

Benjamin  Breinig. 
Eli  Saeger. 

George  Kohler. 
George  Xander. 

Daniel  Saeger. 
John  Sheirer. 

Daniel  Saeger. 
John  Sheirer. 

John  Sheirer. 
John  Erdman. 


Henry  Keshy. 
Henry  Baer. 


Henry  Keshner. 
Henry  Baer. 


Adam  Leinberger. 

The  elections  of  overseers  of  the  poor  were  discon- 
tinued in  1848.  Since  that  year  the  following  have 
served  as  supervisors  of  highways: 


1848.  Henry  Rockel. 
Peter  Leinberger. 
Daniel  Kohler. 
Adam  Leinberger. 

1849.  John  Onewold. 
Joseph  Freymau. 
Peter  Steckel. 
John  Bertsch. 

1850.  Peter  Steckel. 
John  Bertsch. 
John  Ouewold. 
Abraham  Bear. 

1851.  Henry  Jacob. 
David  DeLong. 
David  Ruch. 
Tobias  Diebert. 

1852.  Daniel  Serfass. 
Elias  Lentz. 
George  Roth. 
John  Miller. 

1853.  Henry  Frack. 
Charles  Miller. 
Gabriel  Scheirer. 
Daniel  Serfass. 

1854.  Edwin  Keiper. 
David  Serfass. 
John  Miller. 
John  Metzgar, 

1855.  George  Hoffman. 
John  Bertsch. 
James  Kern. 
Tobias  Diebert. 

1856.  Michael  Kelchner. 
Solomon  DeLong. 
George  Roth. 
David  DeLong. 

1857.  Michael  Kelchner. 
Solomon  DeLong. 
Moses  Lentz. 
Tobias  Diebert. 

1858.  Peter  Helffrich. 
Moses  Lentz. 
Daniel  Kohler. 
John  Miller. 

1859.  Peter  Leinberger. 
David  Ludwig. 
William  Jacoby. 
Reuben  Helffrich. 

1860.  Joseph  Steckel. 
Thomas  Fatzinger. 
Simon  Sterner. 
John  Miller. 

1861.  Joseph  Steckel. 
Simon  Sterner. 
David  Serfass. 
Thomas  Fatzinger, 


1862.  Reuben  Frantz. 
Daniel  Serfass. 
Abram  Kennel.' 
Henry  Rockel. 

1863.  Michael  Kelchner. 
Daniel  Serfass, 
Reuben  Frantz. 
Abram  Kennel. 

1864.  Michael  Kelchner. 
Daniel  Serfass. 
Reuben  Frantz. 
Abram  Sheirer. 

1865.  Michael  Kelchner. 
Reuben  Semmel. 
David  Serfass. 
Abram  Sheirer. 

1866.  Tobias  Deibert. 
George  Haaf. 
Reuben  Semmel, 
Michael  Kelchner. 

1867.  Stephen  Miller. 
Daniel  Ritter. 
David  Serfass. 
Reuben  Semmel. 

1868.  David  Serfass. 
Gabriel  Sheirer. 
William  Litzenberger, 
Thomas  Ruch, 

1869.  Daniel  Serfass. 
William  Litzenberger. 
Daniel  Ritter. 
James  Schneck. 

1870.  Wm.  Litzenberger. 
Daniel  Serfass. 
Gabriel  Sheirer. 

ItfVl.  Daniel  Ritter. 
Abrnm  Sheirer. 
William  Litzenberger. 
Stephen  Miller. 

1872.  David  Fre.v. 
Charles  Kern. 
Daniel  Serfass. 
William  Litzenberger, 

1873.  Charles  Kern. 
David  Frey. 
Peter  Knecht. 
.leremiuh  Schneck. 

1874.  Charles  Kern. 
Peter  Knecht. 
Nathan  Sell. 
Jeremiah  Schneck. 

1875.  Nathan  Sell. 
Jacob  Woodring. 
Thomas  Shafer. 
Charles  Kern, 

1876.  Jacob  Watring. 
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1876.  Joseph  Houser, 
Nathan  Sell. 
Thomas  Roth. 

1877.  Josiah  Housman. 
Thomas  Shafer. 
Reuben  Yantz. 
Solomon  Heherly, 

1878.  Joshua  Houemau. 
Solomon  Heherly. 
Thomas  Shafer. 
Reuben  Yantz. 

1879.  Joel  DeLong. 
Thomas  Shafer. 
Reuben  Yantz. 
Solomon  Heberly  and 
Thomas  Guth,  tie. 

1880.  Thomas  T.  Guth. 
Reuben  Yantz. 


1880.  Levi  Housman. 
Elias  M.  Kuntz. 

1881.  Levi  Housman. 
Thomas  Shafer. 
William  Litzenberger. 
Menno  Diebert. 

1882.  Thomas  Shafer. 
Reuben  Yantz. 
Levi  Housman. 
William  Litzenberger. 

1883.  Thomas  V.  Guth. 
Elias  Snyder. 
Joseph  Baer. 
Charles  Kern. 

1884.  Charles  Kern. 
John  Schneck. 
Henry  Drultenmitler. 
Thomas  Good. 


Military  Spirit  and  Militia  Organizations.— The 

early  settlers  were  no  doubt  most  heartily  inclined 
to  the  peaceful  pursuits  of  agriculture,  to  follow 
which  most  of  them  had  fled  from  war  and  persecu- 
tion at  home  in  the  old  country.  Not  a  score  of  years 
had  elapsed  after  their  settlement  in  the  wilds  of 
America,  before  they  found  themselves  surrounded 
by  new  foes,  spurred  on  by  the  bitterest  feelings  of 
hate  against  the  new-comers  who  squatted  upon  their 
favorite  hunting-grounds.  The  struggles  with  these 
savage  enemies  developed  fighters  of  no  mean  ability, 
and  from  North  Whitehall  came  a  number,  such  as 
George  Gangwere  and  the  Frantzes,  whose  fame  has 
descended  to  this  day.  The  short  interval  of  peace 
succeeding  the  French  and  Indian  war  was  busily 
employed  by  the  farmers  in  improving  their  neglected 
lands,  which  had  lain  in  enforced  idleness  during  the 
reign  of  Indian  terror.  This  quiet  was  rudely  dis- 
turbed by  the  exactions  of  England,  and  the  conse- 
quent outbreak  of  the  war  of  independence.  The 
cause  of  freedom  was  eagerly  embraced  by  all  of  North 
Whitehall's  settlers,  all  of  whom  had  been  impelled 
to  come  to  these  wilds  by  their  love  of  freedom.  Not 
a  few  hastened  to  the  ranks  of  the  patriot  army. 
Among  them  were  Stephen  Balliet,  who  was  in  com- 
mand of  a  regiment  at  the  battle  of  Brandywine ; 
Michael  Laury,  who  gave  his  life  at  Mount  Bethel, 
N.  J.,  for  his  country ;  and  his  sons,  one  of  whom 
was  named   Godfried;    Christian  Acker,  from   near 

Unionville ;  John  Kepp,  George  Semmel, Moyer, 

and  others  whose  names  are  not  remembered.  Of 
those  who  did  not  enlist  and  engage  in  active  service, 
nearly  all  hastened  with  teams  to  the  army,  and  freely 
contributed  their  time  and  their  means  to  the  relief 
of  the  patriot  army,  and  the  advance  of  freedom's 
cause.  Among  them  are  remembered  Peter  Kuhn, 
Johannes  Schad,  and  Adam  Scheirer.  The  success 
of  the  American  arms  again  permitted  them  to  return 
to  the  cultivation  of  their  lands,  from  which  they  were 
again  aroused  by  the  exciting  example  of  Heiney, 
Fries,  and  Gebman,  who  rebelled  in  1798-99  against 
the  imposition  and  collection  of  the  house-tax,  and 
whose  cause  was  eagerly  embraced  by  the  sturdy  and 
independent  yeomen  of  North  Whitehall,  nearly  all  of 


whom,  with  the  exception  of  the  Saeger  and  Balliet 
families,  and  some  others  who  held  ofiices  under  the 
government,  joined  in  resistance  to  a  tax  intended,  in 
their  opinion,  to  oppress  them.  Many  of  them  were 
captured  by  the  National  troops  and  brought  to  trial, 
but  all  were  released  without  punishment. 

Their  experience  during  this  insurrection  taught 
them  the  value  of  trained  military  organization,  and 
the  formation  of  military  companies  began,  it  is  safe 
to  presume,  to  be  agitated  during  the  first  decade  of 
the  present  century,  although  it  is  claimed  that  Capt. 
George  Dinkey's  company  of  volunteers  was  organ- 
ized as  early  as  1790,  and  assisted  in  the  liberation  of 
some  of  the  rebel  prisoners  who  were  being  tried  by 
court-martial  at  Bethlehem  in  1799.  During  the 
war  of  1812-14,  Capt.  Dinkey  offered  the  services  of 
his  company  to  the  government,  and  the  company 
was  attached  to  the  regular  line.  What  services 
they  rendered  cannot  now  be  told.  Among  the  mem- 
bers of  the  company  at  the  time  were  William  Sieg- 
fried, Daniel  Boyer,  Samuel  Snyder,  Jacob  Einker, 
Adam  Lemberger,  Adam  Schreiber,  Michael  Mus- 
selman,  Daniel  Seager,  John  Annewalt,  Peter  Lauden- 
schlager,  and  Daniel  Sensinger.  The  organization  of 
the  company  was  continued  after  their  being  mus- 
tered out  of  service,  under  the  name  of  the  North 
Whitehall  Rifle  Rangers.  Their  commander  in  1826 
was  Capt.  Daniel  Seager,  at  which  time  the  company 
was  known  as  the  Whitehall  Volunteer  Rangers;  in 
1829-31  by  Capt.  Leonard  Larosh ;  in  1886  by  Capt. 
David  Laury ;  in  1848  by  Capt.  Reuben  Frantz. 
Who  the  commanders  were  in  the  intervals  cannot 
now  be  discovered.  On  the  19th  of  June,  1850,  Da- 
vid Laury  was  commissioned  captain,  and  was  proba- 
bly the  last  commander  of  the  company. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  war  of  1812,  Peter  Ruch 
organized  a  cavalry  company,  which  is  claimed  to 
have  been  the  oldest  in  Pennsylvania.  He  was  com- 
missioned captain  on  the  1st  of  August,  1814.  On 
the  first  roll  appear  the  names  of  Joseph  Seager, 
Peter  Troxell,  Solomon  Steckel,  John  Deichman, 
Peter  Burkholter,  Michael  Frack,  John  Schwartz, 
John  Schreiver,  Daniel  Leisenring,  Peter  Leisenring, 
and  William  Boas,  first  lieutenant.  They  proceeded 
to  Philadelphia  on  the  8th  of  September,  1814,  in 
response  to  Governor  Snyder's  call  for  volunteers  to 
repel  the  threatened  invasion  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
their  services  were  immediately  accepted.  They  were 
mustered  in,  and  lay  encamped  at  Bush  Run,  near 
Philadelphia,  till  the  1st  of  October.  On  that  day 
they  struck  tents,  and  on  the  3d  marched  to  Marcus 
Hook,  twenty -three  miles  below  the  city,  where  they 
were  engaged  upon  fortification  and  guard  duty  till 
the  last  week  of  November,  when  they  were  mustered 
out.  They  reached  their  homes  in  North  Whitehall 
about  the  middle  of  December,  and  were  the  heroes 
of  the  population,  which  flocked  to  welcome  them. 
The  organization  was  continued  under  the  names  of 
the  Whitehall  Troop,  the  North  Whitehall  Cavalry 
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Troop,  the  Lehigh  Count}'  Cavalry  Troop,  the  North 
Whitehall  Light-Horse,  the  North  Whitehall  Cav- 
alry, and  the  Troop  of  Dragoons,  according  to  the 
caprice  of  the  various  commanding  officers.  Every 
young  man  in  the  township  at  some  time  or  other 
belonged  to  the  company,  and  its  fame  extended  far 
and  wide.  The  uniform  was  of  blue  cloth  trimmed 
with  red,  white  belts,  and  leather  helmet  with  red 
and  white  plume,  and  was  furnished  by  the  members 
at  their  own  expense.  They  met  six  times  a  year  for 
drill  and  field  practice. 

The  captains  of  the  Whitehall  Cavalry  begin  with 
Peter  Ruch,  the  founder,  who  held  the  office  from 
1814  to  1821.  He  was  succeeded  by  Solomon  Steckel, 
Sr.,  from  1821  to  1828;  Joseph  Steckel,  1828  to  1835; 
Solomon  Steckel,  Jr.,  1835  to  1842;  Thomas  Ruch, 
1842  to  1854 ;  Edward  Scheidy,  1854  to  1859 ;  William 
Lichtenwalner  and  Elias  Kuntz,  1859  to  1862.  Dur- 
ing the  captaincy  of  the  last  the  name  was  changed 
to  that  of  the  Washington  Troop,  which  it  bore  until 
disbanded,  in  1862.  In  midsummer  of  this  year  the 
company  tendered  its  services  to  Governor  Curtin  for 
assistance  in  the  suppression  of  the  Rebellion.  The 
officers  came  to  Allentown  and  took  the  oath  of  alle- 
giance to  the  United  States,  and  the  troop  held  itself 
ready  to  march  to  the  place  of  rendezvous  at  a  mo- 
ment's notice.  A  dispatch  was  received  from  the 
Governor  telling  the  company  to  come  without  their 
officers.  This  the  men  refused  to  do.  In  August, 
1862,  came  the  draft,  and  that  disbanded  the  troop, 
after  a  half-century  of  honorable  service. 

Other  companies  were  also  formed  at  different 
times  in  the  township,  but  they  were  generally  of  an 
ephemeral  existence.  The  longest-lived  of  these  were 
the  North  Whitehall  Jefferson  Guards,  of  whom 
George  Schmidt  was  captain  during  1839  and  1840, 
Reuben  Seager  in  1844,  and  Reuben  Frantz  in  1845 
and  1848.  A  new  rifle  company  was  formed  in  1828 
by  Capt.  Daniel  Moyer,  of  which  he  remained  the 
commanding  officer  till  1844. 

These  early  organizations  served  to  keep  alive  a 
martial  spirit  among  the  people,  which  was  increased 
by  frequent  battalions  and  musters  and  shooting  con- 
tftsts,  at  which  the  general  challenge,  "  Nord  Wheit- 
hall  gegen  die  Welt"  (North  Whitehall  against  the 
world),  was  broadly  made,  and  always  well  sustained. 
Many  were  the  heroes  who  arrived  at  high  degree  in 
the  early  militia  annals.  Foremost  among  them  was 
Gen.  Peter  Ruch.  Then  came  Gen.  Peter  Steckel, 
Gen.  David  Laury,  Col.  Jacob  Seager,  Col.  Thomas 
Ruch,  and  majors  and  captains  by  the  dozen. 

Of  those  who  enlisted  for  service  in  the  Mexican 
war,  William  Mink,  of  Schnecksville,  is  remembered 
as  having  returned  with  a  bullet  in  his  body,  which 
he  carried  to  the  grave. 

Many  soldiers  enlisted  from  North  Whitehall  in  the 
Union  army  during  the  late  civil  war,  but  only  two 
companies  were  mustered  into  the  service  composed 
distinctively  of  citizens  of  this  township.     These  were 


"D"  and  "G"  companies  of  the  One  Hundred  and 
Seventy-sixth  Regiment  Pennsylvania  Drafted  Mili- 
tia. The  officers  of  the  former  were  David  Schaadt, 
captain;  Samuel  A.  Brown,  first  lieutenant;  and  Dr. 
Joshua  Kern,  second  lieutenant ;  and  of  the  latter, 
Lewis  P.  Hecker,  captain ;  Joseph  P.  Cornet,  first 
lieutenant ;  and  William  F.  Hecker,  secoud  lieutenant, 
all  of  whom  were  from  North  Whitehall.  They  en- 
listed in  October,  1862,  and  were  mustered  out  in 
August,  1863,  after  nine  months'  service.  Many 
more  were  soldiers  in  the  Union  army  from  North 
Whitehall,  but  these  were  the  only  two  organizations 
distinctly  from  the  township. 

Ore-Mines  and  Slate-ftuarries.— In  natural  ad- 
vantages North  Whitehall  is  not  equaled  by  any 
other  township  in  Lehigh  County.  That  portion  of 
the  township  lying  south  of  the  centre  contains  the 
most  valuable  deposits  of  red  and  brown  hematite 
ore,  while  along  Coplay  Creek  are  found  hills  of  the 
most  desirable  blue  limestone.  Farther  toward  Egypt 
is  found  cement,  and  along  Mill  and  Fell's  Creeks,  in 
the  direction  of  Laury's,  beds  of  the  finest  slate  in  the 
world  are  uncovered.  In  the  northeastern  portion  of 
the  township,  in  the  vicinity  of  Rockdale,  along  the 
Lehigh  River,  a  clear  white  sand  is  dug,  which  is 
much  sought  after  for  moulding  and  building  pur- 
poses. Indian  traditions  also  indicate  the  existence 
of  silver  in  this  region,  but  the  discovery  has  so  far 
been  only  traditional. 

Iron  ore  was  first  found  in  North  Whitehall  about 
the  end  of  the  last  or  the  beginning  of  the  present 
century,  upon  land  originally  owned  by  the  Scheurers 
and  the  Woodrings,  upon  which  fronton  now  stands. 
It  lay  in  lumps  upon  the  surface,  some  of  which  were 
large  bowlders  weighing  several  tons,  and  was  found 
in  such  profusion  that  its  presence  was  a  serious  im- 
pediment to  the  prosecution  of  agriculture.  Some  of 
this  surface  ore  when  first  found  was  taken  to  the 
Richard  and  Regent  Furnace  at  Hamburg  and  ex- 
changed for  pig-iron.  Some  was  turned  into  nails  by 
hand  at  the  forge  of  Adam  Scheurer,  some  was  loaded 
upon  four-horse  teams  and  sold  at  twenty-five  or  fifty 
cents  a  load,  some  was  taken  to  Mauch  Chunk  with 
teams  and  exchanged  for  equal  weight  of  coal.  Be- 
tween 1812  and  1826  the  ore  w.is  taken  to  the  old 
David  Heimbach  forge  at  Hampton,  in  Milford  town- 
ship, and  to  Clarissa  Furnace  near  the  Little  Gap,  on 
the  Aquashicola  Creek,  in  Lower  Towamensing  town- 
ship. About  1826  the  Lehigh  Furnace  at  the  base  of 
the  Blue  Mountains  was  built  by  Stephen  Balliet  and 
Samuel  HelflMch,  and  about  the  same  time  the  surface 
ore  was  exhausted,  and  digging  was  commenced  by 

Reuben   Trexler  and   Lesher.     Their  venture 

proved  unprofitable,  and  the  work  they  began  was 
continued  by  the  managers  of  the  Maria  Furnace 
near  Parryville,  and  of  the  Henry  Furnace  at  Naza- 
reth. These  furnaces  for  a  time  received  all  the  pro- 
ducts of  the  mines.  Some  of  the  ore  was  also  taken 
to  the  Lehigh  Furnace,  which  was  filled  with  this  ore 
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from  North  Whitehall,  and  first  blown  in  during  the 
fall  of  1826.  The  mining  was  carried  on  by  sinking 
a  shaft  and  then  drifting,  taking  out  lump  ore  only. 
These  original  mines  are  the  ore-pits  styled  Nos.  1 
and  2,  immediately  north  of  fronton,  and  now  belong- 
ing to  the  Thomas  Iron  Company  of  Hokendauqua. 
The  Joseph  Balliet  mine  below  Ironton  was  next 
opened,  which  is  now  owned  by  his  heirs  and  Frank 
P.  Mickley.  In  opening  this  the  miners  came  across 
several  of  the  tunnels  which  were  made  in  developing 
the  original  Ironton  mines.  The  first  apparatus  for 
screening  the  ore  was  made  by  Fritz  Guth,  an  ingen- 
ious German,  who  was  persuaded  by  Stephen  Balliet 
to  immigrate  to  this  country,  and  who  lived  for  many 
years  near  Euchsville.  He  was  also  the  inventor  of 
an  improved  way  of  improving  the  blast  in  the  char- 
coal furnaces  used  at  that  day. 

Many  pits  have  been  opened  during  the  last  half- 
century,  and  they  are  most  easily  mentioned  and  de- 
scribed jby  following  the  course  of  the  Ironton  Rail- 
road, beginning  with  the  eastern  boundary  line  of 
the  township. 

In  going  from  Coplay  to  Ironton  the  first  mines 
met  are  the  three  openings  on  the  land  formerly 
owned  by  Daniel  Steckel,  and  now  the  property  of 
Joseph  Kieffer.  They  were  extensively  worked  in 
1863  and  1864,  and  a  large  amount  of  ore  shipped 
from  them.  They  are  held  under  lease  by  the  Coplay 
Iron  Company,  who  operate  only  one  of  the  openings 
at  present.  The  next  mine  is  what  is  known  as  the 
Weaver  mine,  which  pfoved  to  contain  only  a  small 
quantity  of  ore,  and,  after  being  worked  for  a  short 
time,  was  abandoned.  The  next  is  what  is  known  as 
the  Kennel  mine,  now  owned  jointly  by  the  Thomas 
Iron  Company  and  F.  J.  Mickley.  The  ore  is  of  a 
superior  quality,  and  is  said  to  exist  in  a  large  quan- 
tity. The  next  we  come  to  is  the  Mickley  mine. 
This  was  worked  a  long  time,  and  a  large  quantity 
of  good  ore  taken  from  it.  It  was  abandoned  several 
years  ago,  and  is  now  filled  with  water.  The  next  is 
what  is  known  as  the  Joseph  Balliet  Mine,  which, 
notwithstanding  it  contains  a  large  amount  of  ore, 
has  been  idle  for  a  number  of  years. 

The  next  are  the  pits  of  the  Thomas  Iron  Company, 
at  Ironton,  known  as  Nos.  1  and  2,  which  have  al- 
ready been  referred  to  as  the  oldest  openings  in  the 
township.  They  have  proven  to  contain  the  most 
valuable  deposits  of  ore  in  tliis  region.  Between 
1860  and  1880  there  was  taken  from  these  two  open- 
ings about  three  hundred  and  twenty-three  thousand 
tons  of  clean,  merchantable  ore.  How  much  was  taken 
out  before  1860  cannot  now  be  told,  although  it  is 
evident  the  quantity  must  be  large,  as  mining  at  No. 
1  has  been  going  on  since  1826.  Its  present  depth  is 
one  hundred  and  twenty  feet.  These  two  mines  are 
now  regarded  as  practically  exhausted,  although  there 
is  still  some  ore  to  be  found  on  the  south  bank  of  No. 
1.  Adjoining  this  is  the  mine  owned  by  the  heirs  of 
Stephen  Balliet,  which  has  been  worked  for  twenty- 


five  years,  and  has  proved  very  productive.  Next  are 
the  mines  of  the  Balliet  Brothers  (Aaron,  Paul,  and 
John  Balliet).  The  yield  from  these  has  been  very 
large.  The  profits  from  these  two  pits  have  in  a  single 
year  during  war  times  reached  the  large  sum  of  thirty- 
five  thousand  dollars.  Next  is  the  mine  of  Paul 
Brown's  heirs,  viz.,  Samuel  A.  and  P.  Frank  Brown, 
Esqs.  The  average  yearly  yield  from  this  for  the  last 
ten  years  has  been  about  eight  thousand  tons. 

The  last  mine  on  this  range  is  the  Jeremiah  Hitter, 
about  one-quarter  of  a  mile  east  of  the  Brown  mine. 
This  is  one  of  the  oldest  openings  in  the  neighborhood, 
as  well  as  one  of  the  richest.  About  1870,  Thomas 
Eagan,  who  was  then  working  it,  abandoned  mining, 
considering  it  exhausted,  and  the  mine  lay  idle  for 
about  a  year.  The  late  Capt.  Joseph  Andrews  then 
made  a  contract  with  the  Crane  Iron  Company,  the 
leaseholders  to  resume  operations,  and  from  1871  to 
the  time  of  his  death,  in  May,  1875,  he  removed  about 
thirty-four  thousand  tons  from  this  seemingly-ex- 
hausted mine.  The  work  was  then  continued  by  his 
brother,  William  Andrews,  until  .Ian.  1,  1881,  by 
which  time  forty-six  thousand  tons  additional  were 
mined.  It  is  now  abandoned,  heavy  covering  and 
much  water  making  it  expensive  to  mine. 

Along  the  Siegersville  Branch  of  the  Ironton  Rail- 
road are  found  a  number  of  ore-mines,  the  first  of 
which,  after  leaving  the  junction,  is  on  the  lands  of 
Jonathan  Henninger,  leased  by  the  Thomas  Iron 
Company.  The  bed  has  been  worked  for  a  number 
of  years,  and  a  large  quantity  of  ore  of  a  superior 
quality  is  upon  it.  The  annual  yield  for  a  number  of 
years  has  been  about  seven  thousand  tons.  One-third 
of  a  mile  below  this,  towards  Siegersville,  is  the  Allen 
S.  Balliet  mine,  which  has  been  worked  for  at  least 
twenty  years,  and  has  averaged  yearly  a  yield  of  five 
thousand  to  seven  thousand  tons.  West  of  this,  at  a 
distance  of  about  half  a  mile,  is  the  Levan  mine,  now 
owned  by  the  Thomas  Iron  Company.  The  mine  of 
Thomas  Schadt  also  belongs  to  this  belt.  South  of 
the  Levan  mine,  and  about  half  a  mile  distant,  is 
found  the  David  Ruch  mine,  opened  about  four  years 
ago  upon  lands  of  Lewis  Sieger,  of  which  the  aver- 
age annual  yield  for  the  last  three  years  has  been 
seven  thousand  tons.  Southeast  of  Buch's  are  the 
mines  of  Daniel  Henry  and  Horace  Guth.  The  de- 
posits here  are  not  considered  as  large,  although  the 
ore  is  of  as  good  quality  as  those  before  mentioned. 
Next,  and  last,  are  the  mines  of  the  Sieger  Brothers, 
at  Siegersville,  which  were  opened  in  1840  by  Samuel 
Sieger.  The  opening  is  large,  and  the  mine  is  con- 
sidered one  of  the  best  in  the  county.  It  is  held  under 
lease  by  the  Bethlehem  Iron  Company. 

A  number  of  slate-quarries  have  been  opened  at 
various  times  all  along  Fell's  and  Mill  Creeks,  in  the 
eastern  part  of  the  township,  in  the  vicinity  of  Laury's 
Station.  Only  one  of  these  is  in  active  operation  at 
present,  that  of  Messrs.  Crump  &  Brereton,  on  Mill 
Creek.      This   quarry  was  originally   opened   about 
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1828,  and  it  is  claimed  that  this  and  the  Union  Slate- 
Quarries  (of  which  more  below)  were  the  first  quarries 
uncovered  in  this  country.  The  opening  of  the  North 
Peach  Bottom  Quarry  was  made,  as  stated,  about  1828, 
by  Jacob_ Dinkey,  who  manufactured  roofing-slate  of 
the  best  quality  for  about  one  year,  when  he  leased 
the  quarry  to  John  T.  Schofield.  The  latter  operated 
it  for  another  year,  when  it  came  back  into  the  hands 
of  Dinkey,  who  then  sold  two-thirds  interest  in  it  to 
Anthony  Preston,  of  Washington,  D.  C,  and  William 
Bailey,  of  Baltimore.  This  was  on  the  2l8t  of  Jan- 
uary, 1830,  and  they  operated  it  for  about  fifteen  years, 
when  Jonas  Rinker  became  the  owner.  Both  he  and 
his  predecessors  occupied  themselves  mainly  with  the 
manufacture  of  table-tops  and  mantels  and  trimmings 
for  buildings,  furnishing  (among  others)  the  dressing 
for  the  public  buildings  at  Washington,  D.  C.  In  1853, 
Cj^_J£  Runk,  Esq.,  of  Allentown,  acquired  the  title  of 
Mr.  Eink'er,~and  devoted  himself  to  the  full  develop- 
ment of  the  quarry,  and  through  his  exertions  the  true 
value  and  character  of  the  quarry  were  shown.  Roof- 
ing-slate were  now  manufactured,  and  they  were  found 
to  be  of  a  quality  unexcelled  in  the  world.  The  North 
Peach  Bottom  Slate  Company  was  formed  about  1877, 
having  obtained  Mr.  Runk's  title,  and  continued  opera- 
tions until  February  of  this  year  (1884),  when  Messrs. 
Johti^ruinp  and  Richard  Brereton,  of  Philadelphia, 
the  present  owners,  purchased  the  quarries.  They  are 
now  manufacturing  ten  squares  of  roofing-slate  per 
day,  and  the  slate  have  the  best  reputation  of  any  in 
the  market.  They  are  of  a  deep  unfading  blue  color, 
and  for  strength  and  durability  are  not  surpassed  by 
any  in  the  world. 

At  the  mouth  of  Fell's  Creek,  ten  miles  north  of 
Allentown,  the  bed  of  the  Lehigh  presents  a  smooth 
and  level  surface,  being  slate-rock.  The  Lehigh  Coal 
and  Navigation  Company  built  at  this  place  a  dam, 
fourteen  feet  high,  which  soon  became  widely  known 
as  the  "Slate  Dam."  This  attracted  the  attention  of 
Mr.  Thomas  Lymington,  an  experienced  slater,  of 
Baltimore,  who,  in  1828,  came  to  the  Slate  Dam  in 
search  of  roofing-slate.  About  a  mile  west  of  the 
river,  along  Fell's  Creek,  he  discovered  a  place  where, 
in  his  opinion,  roofing-slate  might  be  found.  He  took 
a  sample  to  Baltimore,  and  it  was  found  good.  He 
soon  after  leased  a  few  acres  of  land  and  commenced 
quarrying.  The  same  year  the  Baltimore  Slating  Com- 
pany was  formed,  with  a  capital  of  thirteen  thousand 
dollars.  They  purchased  the  farm  of  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres,  on  which  Mr.  Lymington  had  his 
lease.  He  transferred  his  interest  to  the  company,  and 
a  larf^e  quarry,  under  the  name  of  the  Union  Slate- 
Quarries,  was  opened.  The  company  operated  the 
quarry  with  indifferent  success  for  ten  years,  when 
they  began  leasing  it  to  different  parties,  among  them 
Messrs.  ren_&_McDowell,  until  1849,  when  they  sold 
all  their  interests  to  Messrs.  Stephen  Balliet,  Jr.,  and 
Stephen  Graff,  who  worked  it  for  a  time  and  then 
abandoned  it.    The  slate  produced  were  of  a  brownish 


color,  and  were  not  of  the  best  quality.  An  effort 
was  again  made,  about  1872,  by  Messrs.  Freeman, 
Knecht,  and  others,  to  operate  the  quarry,  but  it  was 
found  unprofitable,  and  was  abandoned,  and  has 
since  lain  idle. 

On  Coplay  Creek,  about  a  mile  south  of  Ironton,  a 
slate-quarry  was  opened  about  1868  by  the  Gxiat  Slate 
Company,  of  which  William  FVy,  Esq.,  of  Tamaqua, 
was  the  president,  who  purchased  fourteen  acres  of 
land  from  Henry  B.  Schadt.  The  slate  formation 
was  of  the  cement  order,  and  were  not  used  except 
for  posts,  mantels,  etc.  The  quarry  was  discontinued 
after  three  or  four  years'  operating,  no  market  being 
found  for  the  slate. 

Large  quarries  of  the  best  blue  limestone  are  found 
along  Coplay  Creek,  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  old 
Grant  Slate-Quarry.  The  stone  is  used  for  fertilizing 
purposes,  and  is  also  sold  to  the  furnaces  along  the 
Lehigh.  Those  of  Charles  Lobach,  of  George  Kleek- 
ner,  and  Lewis  Talk,  and  of  Monroe  Newhard,  Frank 
J.  Newhard,  and  Solomon  Ruch  are  the  largest  and 
most  productive  in  the  township.  Smaller  quarries 
have  also  been  opened  in  other  parts,  as  along  Mill 
Creek. 

Cement-stone  is  also  found  in  the  direction  of 
Egypt,  but  has  not  been  developed  to  any  extent  in 
North  Whitehall.  In  the  northeastern  part  of  the 
township,  especially  upon  the  lands  of  Daniel  Peter, 
vast  fields  of  clean  white  moulding  and  building 
sand  are  found. 

Eoads  and  Bridges— The  Ironton  Railroad  and 
Siegersville  Extension. — It  is  very  probable  that  the 
oldest  road  in  the  township  is  what  is  known  as  the 
old  Mauch  Chunk  road,  leading  from  Allentown  over 
the  Blue  Mountains  to  Mauch  Chunk,  and  passing 
through  Ruchsville,  Ironton,  Ballietsville,  and  Union- 
ville.  In  the  time  of  King  George  III.  a  public  high- 
way was  laid  out  from  Philadelphia  to  the  Buckhorn 
Tavern,  at  Shimersville,  thence  through  Siegersville 
and  Schnecksville  to  the  country  north,  crossing  the 
Blue  Mountains  at  the  Bake  Oven  Knob.  In  1753,  a 
road  was  laid  out  from  the  Bake  Oven  Knob  to  Allen- 
town, past  Helffrich's  Springs,  in  South  Whitehall 
township.  These  were  the  principal  of  the  old  high- 
ways running  north  and  south.  A  number  ran  in  a 
westwardly  direction  from  the  Lehigh  River,  princi- 
pal among  which  was  the  one  from  Siegfried's  bridge 
to  Kohler's  mill,  at  Egypt;  thence  to  Ruchsville  and 
Siegersville.  On  the  22d  of  September,  1761,  a  peti- 
tion was  presented  to  the  court  of  Northampton 
County  for  a  road  leading  from  Paul  Polyard's  tavern 
to  Jacob  Coller's  mill,  thence  to  Willson's  mill,  thence 
to  Easton.  It  is  probable  that  this  is  the  highway, 
branching  off  from  the  Mauch  Chunk  road  about 
one-fourth  of  a  mile  below  Ballietsville  to  Egypt, 
running  thence  to  Siegfried's  bridge,  crossing  the 
Lehigh  there  and  proceeding  to  Easton.  On  the  4th 
of  May,  1813,  George  Yundt,  Esq.,  Jacob  Mickley, 
Peter  Rinker,  John  Helffrich,  Peter  Grim  m,  and  Henry 
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Schneider,  viewers,  appointed  at  the  preceding  ses- 
sions to  lay  out  a  road  to  lead  from  Siegfried's  ferry  up 
the  river  Lehigh  through  the  lands  of  Conrad  Leisen- 
ring,  David  Miller,  Peter  Lobach,  George  Scheurer, 
and  John  Metzger  to  the  public  road  leading  from 
Stephen  Balliet's  to  Neiglehardt's  ford,  at  the  bank  of 
said  river,  reported  the  road  as  laid  out. 

In  the  northern  half  of  the  township  the  soil  is  of 
a  slaty  shale  formation,  and  the  road  beds  in  this  por- 
tion, which  is  called  "  the  Gravel,"  are  not  surpassed 
by  any  macadamized  or  paved  way.  At  all  seasons 
of  the  year  and  in  any  kind  of  weather  they  present 
the  same  smooth,  well-drained  surface. 

The  Jordan  Creek  flows  through  the  western  portion 
of  the  township,  and  is  crossed  by  three  or  four  small 
bridges.  The  Coplay  Creek  flows  in  a  southern  direc- 
tion nearly  through  the  entire  length  of  North  White- 
hall, and  near  the  southern  boundary  line  deflects 
eastwardly.  There  is  one  small  covered  stone  bridge 
over  /'Ms  stream,  near  Ma-j.  Thomas  Euch's ;  it  was 
ert^  id  in  1833,  at  a  cost  of  four  hundred  and  twenty- 
i  _j'  dollars. 

The  Lehigh  River  forms  the  greater  portion  of  the 
eastern  boundary  line  of  North  Whitehall,  but  no 
bridge  at  present  crosses  the  river  within  the  limits  of 
the  township.  An  efibrt  was  made  about  1831  to 
build  one  at  Kuntz's  ford,  and  a  company  was 
formed  for  that  purpose,  but  the  project  failed  of  ac- 
complishment. Lately  a  charter  has  been  obtained 
by  a  new  association  for  a  like  purpose,  and  twelve 
thousand  dollars  have  been  subscribed  towards  the 
expense  of  building.  The  corporation  is  now  re- 
ceiving proposals  for  the  work  upon  the  bridge, 
which  is  to  be  of  iron,  and  is  to  be  located  at  Cherry 
Ford,  about  one  mile  north  of  Laury's. 

The  Ironton  Railroad  extends  through  the  southern 
and  central  portions  of  the  township.  Its  termini 
are  Ironton  and  Coplay,  and  its  course  follows  in  the 
main  that  of  Coplay  Creek.  The  contract  to  grade 
it  was  awarded  about  the  latter  part  of  July,  1859,  and 
work  was  begun  in  the  following  month.  The  con- 
struction of  the  road  was  divided  into  five  sections,  of 
about  one  mile  each.  The  contract  for  building  the 
first  two  was  given  to  James  Andrews,  of  Mauch 
Chunk  ;  for  number  three,  to  William  Andrews ;  and 
for  sections  four  and  five,  to  Messrs.  Chapman,  Simp- 
son &  Brady.  The  road  was  projected  by  and  built 
under  the  personal  superintendence  of  Tinsley  Jeter, 
Esq.,  then  of  Philadelphia,  and  now  of  Bethlehem, 
Pa.,  and  it  was  intended  for  the  convenient  transpor- 
tation of  iron  ore  from  the  beds  at  Ironton,  and  of 
limestone  from  Coplay  Creek  to  the  furnaces  along 
the  Lehigh  River. 

The  Siegersville  Branch  of  the  Ironton  Railroad 
was  graded  in  1861,  and  put  into  running  order  early 
the  following  year.  It  is  about  three  and  one-third 
miles  in  length,  and  follows  closely  the  course  of  Cop- 
lay Creek,  along  the  southern  boundary  line  of  the 
township,  to  the  ore-beds  at  Siegersville,  for  the  pur- 


pose of  conveying  the  products  of  which  it  was  con- 
structed. 

Ml-.  Jeter  first  sold  a  part  of  his  interest  in  these 
roads  to  E.  W.  Clark  &  Co.,  who  afterwards  disposed 
of  it  to  Robert  Lennox  Kennedy.  About  1866,  Mr. 
Jeter  and  Mr.  Kennedy  owned  the  whole'  of  the  roads, 
and  in  that  year  the  latter  became  the  sole  owner,  and 
so  continued  until  the  1st  of  February,  1882,  when  he 
sold  all  his  interest  in  the  roads,  as  well  as  in  the 
mines  at  Ironton,  to  the  Thomas  Iron  Company,  the 
present  owners. 

The  Villages  of  North  Whitehall  are  Ballietsville, 
Unionville,  and  Neflfsville  (which  in  reality  form  only 
one,  commonly  known  by  the  former  name,  but  called 
by  the  latter  by  the  postal  department),  Ironton, 
Ruchsville,  Siegersville,  Schuecksville,  Laury's,  Rock- 
dale, and  Kernsville. 

Ballietsville  is  the  oldest.  It  lies  near  the  centre 
of  the  township,  upon  land  formerly  owned  by  Paulus 
Balliet,  after  whom  it  is  named.  He  settled  here  in 
1749,  and  possibly  converted  a  portion  of  his  dwelling- 
house  into  a  hotel  a  few  years  after ;  for  the  old  court 
records  show  that  a  license  was  granted  to  him  to 
keep  a  hotel  on  the  22d  of  June,  1756,  and  again  at 
June  term,  1759.  It  was  built  of  logs,  and  in  later 
years  was  weatherboarded.  It  was  known  as  the 
Whitehall  Hotel.  Standing  on  the  old  Mauch  Chunk 
road  it  attracted  considerable  custom,  and  its  sign  of 
the  flowing  bowl  cheered  the  heart  of  many  a  traveler 
of  the  olden  days.  It  was  also  a  post  station  for  niany 
years,  where  the  daily  stage  coaches  changed  horses, 
until  David  Frantz's  hotel,  about  three-fourths  of  a 
mile  above,  was  substituted  for  that  purpose.  The  old 
log  hotel  stood  until  1840,  when  the  main  portion  was 
torn  down  by  Stephen  Balliet,  Jr.,  and  the  present 
brick  edifice  erected  in  its  place.  The  residue  of  the 
house,  comprising  the  kitchen,  was  leveled  about 
April  of  the  present  year  (1884).  The  landlords  fol- 
lowing Paulus  Balliet  were  Stephen  Balliet,  Paul  Bal- 
liet (since  1857),  Dr.  Jesse  Hallman,  John  Schantz, 
Joel  Lentz,  David  Kline,  Charles  Lemberger,  John 
Schmidt,  Edwin  Deibert,  and  Sylvester  Woodring. 

In  connection  with  the  hotel  a  store  was  also  gener- 
ally kept  by  the  landlords,  beginning  with  Paul  Bal- 
liet in  the  frame  building  immediately  below  the 
present  store.  This  store  stand  is  one  of  the  oldest 
in  the  county,  and  in  its  time  took  the  lead  of  all 
other  country  stores  for  doing  business.  Before  the 
Revolution  it  was  a  station  from  which  the  Indians 
received  their  supplies.  It  was  kept  also  by  Stephen 
Balliet,  Paul  Balliet  alone  and  in  partnership  with 
Dr.  Jesse  Hallman,  John  Newhard,  John  G.  Wink  & 
Co.,  and  others,  and  is  now  kept  by  Benjamin  Eitter 
&  Brother. 

From  the  earliest  times  a  post-office  was  estab- 
lished here,  the  only  one  in  Whitehall  township.  It 
was  known  as  Whitehall  post-office,  and  later  as 
North  Whitehall  post-office.  About  1861  it  was  re- 
moved to  Ironton,  but  after  a  short  interval  retrans- 
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ferred  to  Ballietsville.  Among  the  postmasters  have 
been  Stephen  Balliet,  who  held  the  oiBce  for  nearly 
his  entire  lifetime,  and  up  to  the  time  of  his  death; 
Paul  Brown,  Stephen  Groff,  with  Charles  Lemberger 
as  assistant,  for  sixteen  years ;  and  John  Newhard 
for  six  years  ;  Benjamin  Ritter  is  at  present  the  post- 
master. 

About  1840  the  polling-place  for  the  township  was 
removed  from  Hersh's  tavern,  about  three  or  four 
miles  west  of  Ballietsville,  to  the  village,  where  all 
township  elections  have  since  been  held. 

The  tannery  was  built  by  Nicholas  Seager  in  1794. 
It  was  afterwards  owned  and  operated  by  Peter  GratF 
(who  purchased  it  from  Seager  in  1801),  after  him  by 
Stephen,  his  son,  and  then  passed  into  the  hands  of 
Allen  Handwerk.  It  is  now  the  property  of  Edwin 
Kuhns. 

The  people  of  Ballietsville  and  the  vicinity  were 
always  eager  for  the  promotion  of  educational  mat- 
ters. They  early  erected  a  log  school-house  in  the 
valley  along  the  road  leading  to  Siegersville.  This 
gave  way  to  the  brick  building  erected  by  the  Eng- 
lish School-House  Society,  and  the  latter  was  used  for 
twelve  years,  until  its  foundations  began  to  weaken, 
when  it  was  transformed  into  a  dwelling-house,  and 
the  school  transferred  to  the  top  of  the  hill. 

Ballietsville  is  pleasantly  located  on  several  small 
hills,  and  is  well  supplied  with  the  springs  of  pure 
water  which  form  part  of  the  sources  of  Coplay 
Creek.  It  has  about  a  dozen  dwellings,  and  its  popu- 
lation in  1880  was  fifty-four.  Among  the  residents 
are  Samuel  A.  Brown,  Paul  Balliet,  Aaron  Balliet, 
P.  Frank  Brown,  and  Franklin  P.  Mickley,  Esqrs.,  all 
of  whom  occupy  fine  houses,  perched  on  the  slopes  of 
the  hills. 

Unionville  and  Neffsville.— These  two  villages  in 
reality  form  but  one  place,  to  which  the  former  name 
was  always  given,  until  the  Post-Office  Department 
gave  it  the  latter  name,  since  which  time  it  has  been 
known  indiscriminately  by  both.  They  are  situated 
in  the  northern  part  of  North  Whitehall,  near  the 
Washington  township  line.  Jacob  Snyder  built  a 
residence  here,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Union  Church, 
in  1815,  which  he  sold  to  John  Einger,  who  received 
a  license  to  keep  a  hotel  in  1821,  at  which  time  he 
transformed  the  old  Snyder  dwelling-house  into  a 
tavern,  and  continued  in  that  business  till  his  death, 
in  1831,  when  the  property  was  bought  by  Peter  Butz. 
The  latter  was  the  landlord  till  1847,  when  he  was 
succeeded  by  David  K.  Watring,  who  has  kept  the 
hotel  since  that  year,  becoming  the  owner  of  the 
property  in  1869.  The  store  is  older  than  the  hotel, 
its  origin  dating  from  1815.  It  has  been  kept  by  John 
Ringer,  Stephen  Ringer  (his  son),  Enoch  Butz,  Abra- 
ham Woodring  and  Solomon  Boyer,  Eli  Kuhns  and 
Daniel  Woodring,  and  since  1847  by  David  K.  Wat- 
ring,  the  landlord. 

Neffsville  is  named  after  Abraham  NefF,  who  lived 
here  and  carried  on  the  coach-making  business  for 


I  many  years,  and  who,  about  1840,  laid  out  the  village. 
In  1855  he  received  a  license  to  keep  a  hotel  in  the 
house  built  by  Andreas  Hausman.  He  has  been  suc- 
ceeded as  landlord  by  his  sons,  Edward  and  Peter 

'  iJefF,  and  by  Nathan  Eck,  and  the  hotel  is  now  kept 

I  by  Lewis  Bittner.  A  store  was  opened  in  the  spring 
of  this  year  by  Andreas  &  Cole.  The  business  of 
stone-cutting  is  carried  on  by  Frank  Schlosser,  and 
P.  &  R.  Semmel  are  engaged  in  the  tannery  business. 

'  There  are  also  two  coach  manufactories,  conducted  by 

]  Wright  &  Shoemaker  and  by  Frantz  Brothers. 

i  Abraham  Neff  was  the  first  postmaster,  and  con- 
tinued in  service,  with  Clinton  Metzger  as  assistant, 
until  his  death,  in  1881,  when  Frank  Schlosser,  the 
present  postmaster,  was  appointed. 

Neffsville  is  the  terminus  of  a  mail-route  and  coach- 
line  from  Allentown,  carried  on  by  Abraham  Mosser. 
There  are  seventeen  dwellings  at  Neffsville,  and  the 
village  has  telegraphic  connections. 

Ironton  is  a  village  of  comparatively  recent  origin. 
It  is  located  in  the  heart  of  the  iron  district  and  in 
the  midst  of  the  ore-mines,  to  the  development  of 
which  industry  it  owes  its  origin  and  growth.  Mining 
had  been  going  on  here  since  1835,  but  it  was  not  till 
1859-60  that  it  was  carried  on  with  vigor.     In  that 

I  year  Tinsley  Jeter,  Esq.,  of  Bethlehem,  Pa.,  laid  out 
the  village  in  regular  building-lots,  which  were  rap- 
idly taken  by  the  laborers  in  the  ore-mines,  and  it 
may  be  said  Ironton  was  built  up  in  one  year. 

In  1860,  Horace  Balliet  erected  a  brick  hotel  and 
store  building,  and  he  has  since  been  the  landlord 
and  storekeeper,  as  well  as  the  postmaster.  The  other 
hotel,  kept  by  Joseph  Kocher,  was  formerly  the 
dwelling-house  of  Adam  Scheurer,  who  originally 
owned  the  land  upon  which  Ironton  is  located,  and 
who  erected  this  house  in  1778.  It  was  licensed  as  a 
hotel  in  1858,  and  was  kept  for  a  number  of  years  by 
Abraham  Lucas.  He  and  a  few  Germans  and  Irish 
comprised  the  first  residents  of  Ironton. 

Deep  excavations  at  the  northern  extremity  of  the 
village  mark  the  ore-pits  of  the  Ironton  Railroad 
Company,  the  terminus  of  whose  line,  extending  from 
Coplay  on  the  Lehigh  Valley  Railroad,  is  at  this 
point. 

There  is  a  school-house  here,  and  a  Catholic  chapel. 
The  dwellings  number  forty-nine,  and  the  population 
is  two  hundred  and  seventy-seven. 

Ruchsville  is  situated  at  the  intersection  of  two  of 
the  oldest  roads  in  the  township,  and  up  to  the  time 
of  the  construction  of  the  Lehigh  Valley  Railroad 
was  one  of  the  liveliest  villages  in  the  county.  The 
old  hotel  stood  on  the  same  ground  as  the  present 
one,  and  was  built  by  John  Saeger  about  1800.  It 
afterwards  passed  into  the  possession  of  John  Troxell, 
and  later  of  Lawrence  Troxell,  who  were  also  for 
some  time  the  landlords.  The  latter  was  succeeded 
by  Gen.  Peter  Ruch,  an  active  militia  officer,  after 
whom  the  place  was  named.  In  his  time  all  the  bat- 
talion  musters   and   military   parades   \yere  held  at 
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Ruchsville.  It  was  also  the  scene  of  many  a  fair  and 
horse-race,  the  course  for  the  latter  extending  from 
the  cross-roads  down  the  Egypt  road  to  William 
Ruch's  house,  which  was  a  distance  of  exactly  one 
mile.  On  these  occasions  many  people  were  attracted 
from  near  and  far,  many  of  them  coming  long  before 
dawn  of  the  gala  day.  Gen.  Ruch  was  succeeded  as 
landlord  by  his  son,  Thomas  Ruch,  and  the  latter 
by  Eli  Steckel,  both  of  them  militia  captains  of  no 
small  renown.  Reuben  Bahl  was  then  the  innkeeper, 
and  on  his  discontinuing  the  business  it  passed,  in 
1858,  into  the  hands  of  Owen  Schadt.  The  latter 
erected  the  present  three-story  double  brick  tavern  in 
that  year,  and  has  been  the  landlord  continuously  for 
thirty-six  years.  Mr.  Schadt  also  built  the  brick 
store  building  opposite  to  the  hotel,  in  1860,  and  be- 
sides this  and  the  hotel,  has  erected  a  brick  barn  and 
two  double  frame  houses.  The  store  has  been  suc- 
cessively kept  by  David  Kaull,  David  Scholl,  TSdmund 
Erdman,  Alfred  Ruch,  Henry  Kern,  then  by  Erd- 
man  &  Brother,  and  is  now  again  conducted  by  Ed- 
mund Erdman. 

The  post-office  building  is  next  to  the  store,  and 
was  established  about  1844.  The  storekeepers  were 
generally  also  the  postmasters.  The  list  includes 
Hiram  Kaull,  Martin  Seipel,  and  Owen  Schadt,  after 
whose  term  the  station  was  removed  to  Mechanics- 
ville,  about  half  a  mile  below.  After  it  was  re-trans- 
ferred to  Ruchsville,  Mr.  Schadt  again  became  the 
postmaster.  After  another  removal  to  Mechanicsville 
it  was  finally  transferred  to  Ruchsville,  where  it  now 
remains,  with  Mr.  Alfred  Ruch  as  postmaster,  and  Mr. 
Schadt  as  his  deputy. 

There  are  altogether  about  eighteen  houses  in 
Ruchsville,  and  the  population,  according  to  the  last 
census  report,  was  ninety-two.  The  village  is  con- 
nected by  telegraph  with  neighboring  communities, 
and  efforts  are  being  made  at  present  to  establish 
telephonic  communication  besides. 

Siegersville  lies  partly  in  North  Whitehall  and 
partly  in  South  Whitehall  townships.  It  is  located 
on  land  originally  owned  by  the  first  of  the  Siegers, 
namely,  Melchior  Sieger,  who  settled  here  about  1750, 
if  not  earlier,  being  attracted  to  the  spot  by  the  never- 
failing  springs  of  water  and  the  abundance  of  scrub- 
oak  among  the  heavier  timber,  to  clear  which  required 
a  less  expenditure  of  time  and  labor.  About  that  year 
he  built  a  residence  of  rough  hewn  logs,  the  floor  and 
sides  of  which  were  packed  with  smaller  timber  and 
plastered  with  mud.  It  was  used  both  as  a  dwelling, 
granary,  and  store-house,  and  as  a  fortress  for  the 
protection  of  the  neighborhood  against  the  assaults  of 
the  Indians,  being  provided  for  that  purpose  with 
narrow  port-holes.  Being  located  on  the  old  road 
leading  from  Philadelphia  to  the  Buckhorn  Tavern, 
at  Shimersville,  thence  through  Siegersville  to  the 
Bake  Oven  Knob  on  the  Blue  Mountains,  and  thence 
to  the  country  beyond,  which  road  was  laid  out  in  the 
time  of  King  George  III.  long  before  the  Revolu- 


tionary war,  the  Sieger  farm-house  was  early  found 
to  be  a  convenient  stopping-place  for  travelers  on  the 
highway,  and  it  was,  therefore,  soon  converted  into  an 
inn.  It  is  said  to  have  been  the  first  country  hotel  in 
the  county.  After  the  death  of  Melchior  Sieger  the 
old  hotel  and  store  were  en  larged  with  a  stone  addition, 
and  were  kept  by  his  son,  Samuel,  after  him  by  Michael 
Sieger,  and  then  by  Elias  Sieger.  It  was  abandoned  as 
a  hotel  and  store  about  1856,  when  the  present  brick 
hotel,  kept  by  Franklin  Schlauch,  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  street,  was  erected,  the  store  being  removed 
to  its  present  location  on  the  corner,  diametrically 
opposite.  The  old  building  still  stands,  and  is  used 
as  a  shoe-factory,  tinware-shop,  and  as  a  dwelling- 
house. 

The  store  has  been  kept  by  George  Miller,  Michael 
Seligsohn,  John  Faust,  Aaron  Eisenhard,  Thomas 
Ruch,  and  Frank  Guth,  and  is  at  present  conducted 
by  A.  Victor  Diefenderfer. 

Siegersville  was  made  a  post-office  about  the  28th 
of  February,  1833,  and  Elias  Sieger  appointed  the 
first  postmaster.  His  successors  in  the  office  have  been 
Aaron  Eisenhard,  George  Roth,  Frank  Guth,  and  A. 
Victor  Diefenderfer,  who  holds  it  at  present. 

The  village  is  surrounded  by  iron-ore  pits,  and  the 
operations  at  these  sustain  in  part  its  life  and  activity. 
Being  situated  at  the  intersection  of  two  main  thor- 
oughfares, it  has  always  been  a  thriving  place,  inde- 
pendent of  the  support  derived  from  the  ore-mines, 
and  in  the  olden  days  it  was  the  scene  of  many  a  festal 
gathering.  One  especially  is  remembered, — a  grand 
celebration  on  the  4th  of  July,  1817,  which  was  en- 
livened by  the  presence  of  Capt.  Keller's  rifle  com- 
pany. On  that  memorable  occasion  Gen.  Henry  Mertz 
presided,  and  John  Sieger,  Esq.,  was  the  vice-president. 
The  Declaration  of  Independence  was  read  by  George 
S.  Eisenhard,  and  a  staggering  number  of  toasts  were 
drunk,  and  patriotic  speeches  by  the  dozen  were  made. 
Siegersville  had  also  always  been  a  great  rallying- 
place  during  political  campaigns.  The  village  has  tele- 
graphic communication,  and  the  Siegersville  Branch 
of  the  Ironton  Railroad  connects  it  at  Coplay  with 
the  Lehigh  Valley  Railroad  and  the  great  outer  world 
of  commerce. 

A  school-house  stands  at  the  upper  end  of  the  vil- 
lage, in  the  upper  story  of  which  services  have  been 
occasionally  held  by  Rev.  E.  J.  Fogel  and  others  for 
the  past  score  of  years. 

Siegersville  had  in  1880  one  hundred  and  sixty  in- 
habitants. Its  dwelling-houses  number  thirty  or 
thirty-five,  and  among  them  is  the  residence  of  Hon. 
Amandes  Sieger,  at  present  a  member  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  of  Pennsylvania.  The  village 
owes  its  greatest  and  earliest  improvement  to  Squire 
John  Sieger  and  his  brother,  Michael,  the  former  of 
whom  conducted  a  large  tannery  here. 

Schnecksville  was  laid  out  about  1840,  by  Daniel 
Schneck,  who  owned  all  the  land  upon  which  the  vil- 
lage stands,  and  after  whom  it  is  named.    He  and  his 
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son,  Moses  Schneck,  erected  the  first  hotel  and  nearly 
all  the  buildings.  George  Eau  opened  the  first  store, 
selling  it  to  Daniel  Schneck,  who  leased  it  afterwards 
to  Michael  Deibert.  In  1843,  Joel  and  Peter  Gross 
leased  the  store  from  Schneck,  and  after  a  few  years 
purchased  it  from  him,  continuing  in  the  business  till 
1874. 

A  post-office  was  opened  here  about  the  4th  of 
March,  1846,  with.  Peter  Gross  as  postmaster.  He 
served  for  sixteen  years,  when  he  was  succeeded  by 
Joel  Gross,  who  retired  in  1874,  after  twelve  years' 
service.  He  was  succeeded  in  that  year  by  Daniel 
Bertolet,  the  present  postmaster. 

The  population  of  Schnecksville,  according  to  the 
census  of  1880,  is  one  hundred  and  sixty.  There  are 
in  the  village  two  hotels  and  a  store,  and  about  twenty- 
two  dwelling-houses.  There  is  also  a  school-house 
and  a  frame  church  building,  in  which  the  United 
Brethren  hold  services,  and  occasionally  also  those  of 
other  congregations,  under  the  guidance  of  Rev.  J.  S. 
Keninger. 

The  village  is  neatly  laid  out,  and  presents  an  at- 
tractive appearance.  Owing  to  the  travel  on  the  main 
road,  which  runs  through  the  middle,  considerable 
trade  is  done. 

Laury's  lies  along  the  eastern  line  of  the  township, 
at  the  junction  of  Fell's  Creek  with  the  Lehigh  River. 
It  was  first  known  by  the  name  of  the  Slate  Dam,  the 
Lehigh  Coal  and  Navigation  Company  having  erected 
a  dam,  about  1830,  in  the  Lehigh,  which  at  this  point 
flows  over  a  smooth  bed  of  slate  formation.  In  1832 
the  late  Judge  David  Laury  erected  a  hotel  here, 
which  he  kept  till  1871,  when  it  passed  into  the  hands 
of  A.  C.  P.  and  George  F.  Kimball,  who  kept  it  till 
1875,  when  Mr.  Kimball  obtained  sole  control.  It  is 
a  favorite  summer  resort.  In  1832,  Judge  Laury  also 
opened  a  store  in  partnership  with  Messrs.  Rupp  and 
Shifferstein.  The  store  building  was  after  some  years 
torn  away,  and  the  business  discontinued  till  1873, 
when  Judge  Laury  erected  the  present  store  building, 
in  which  Charles  Ritter  carried  on  the  mercantile 
business  for  some  time,  until  it  was  taken  by  Herman 
Carlinsky,  the  present  storekeeper.  In  1839,  Mr. 
Laury  erected  on  the  banks  of  the  Lehigh  a  grist- 
mill, the  original  of  the  present  roller  flouring- 
mill,  receiving  the  power  from  the  river,  under  a 
lease  from  the  Coal  and  Navigation  Company.  This 
mill,  after  being  operated  by  Mr.  Laury  for  some 
years,  was  purchased  by  Jonathan  Kline,  and  after 
several  other  transfers,  came,  in  1861,  into  the  pos- 
session of  John  R.  Sohall,  the  present  owner.  In 
1877  the  entire  mill  was  remodeled  and  changed  into 
a  "New  Process"  mill.  About  1880  roller-mills  were 
introduced  into  this  country,  and  Mr.  Sohall  at  once 
determined  to  obtain  the  machinery  necessary  to 
transform  the  mill  into  one  of  the  new  kind.  Upon 
plans  devised  by  Mr.  N.  W.  Plolt,  the  improvements 
were  made.  The  building  was  enlarged  to  almost 
three  times  its  original  size.     The  new  mill  was  com- 


pleted and  started  in  February,  1882,  and  was  one  of 
the  first  three  in  Pennsylvania.  Additional  rolls  and 
improved  machinery  have  been  obtained  during  the 
present  year.  The  mill  now  contains  a  full  line  of 
Stevens'  rolls,  four  run  of  burrs,  purifiers,  bran-dusters, 
a  weed-  and  oat-extractor,  centrifugal  reels,  an  aspira- 
tor, flour-packers,  etc.,  all  of  the  latest  improved  pat- 
terns. Its  capacity  is  almost  two  thousand  bushels  a 
day,  and  the  mill  is  run  night  and  day.  The  flour 
produced  is  without  a  rival  anywhere,  and  is  pro- 
nounced by  competent  judges  absolutely  perfect. 

In  1853  a  post-office  was  opened,  to  which  Judge 
Laury  was  appointed  postmaster,  a  position  which  he 
held  continuously  to  the  time  of  his  death,  in  1883, 
with  the  exception  of  one  year,  1864,  when  he  was  re- 
moved for  political  reasons,  and  Jonas  Kline  was  ap-i 
pointed  in  his  place.  Mr.  Laury  was  reappointed 
the  following  year,  without  solicitation  on  his  part, 
and  accepted  the  office  against  his  wishes,  and  in 
compliance  with  the  urgent  requests  of  his  friends 
and  neighbors.  His  son,  A.  C.  P.  Laury,  who  was 
his  deputy  for  twenty  years,  received  the  appointment 
on  his  father's  death,  and  is  now  the  postmaster. 

In  1855  the  construction  of  the  Lehigh  Valley 
Railroad  quickened  the  life  of  Laury's.  A  station 
was  opened,  and  Judge  Laury  was  appointed  to  take 
charge  of  the  company's  interests.  He  served  in  this 
capacity  until  his  death,  in  1883,  at  which  time  he 
was  the  oldest  agent  in  their  employ.  Mr.  A.  C.  P. 
Laury,  who  was  his  assistant  for  seventeen  years,  now 
holds  the  position.  The  railroad  company  has  a  sup- 
ply-house and  repair-shop  here,  and  is  now  erecting 
a  new  and  handsome  depot. 

There  is  here  also  the  large  ice  depot,  formerly 
owned  by  the  Knickerbocker  Ice  Company,  of  New 
York,  and  now  the  property  of  G.  F.  Swift,  of  Chi- 
cago. Here  all  the  West-bound  cars,  on  which  Chi- 
cago meat  is  brought  to  the  Eastern  markets,  are 
replenished  with  ice. 

There  are  about  thirty-five  dwelling-houses  at 
Laury's,  and  the  population  is  probably  two  hundred 
at  the  present  time. 

Laury's  lies  in  the  midst  of  beautiful  natural 
scenery,  and  is  a  favorite  resort  of  summer  boarders. 
Immediately  opposite,  in  the  Lehigh  River,  lies  Kim- 
ball's Island,  a  favorite  picnicking  spot. 

Rockdale  is  situated  at  the  junction  of  Kepp's 
Creek  with  the  Lehigh  River,  at  an  old  Indian  ford- 
ing-place.  It  owes  its  origin  to  the  impulse  given  to 
trade  along  the  Lehigh  River  by  the  construction  of 
the  Lehigh  Valley  Railroad,  and  was  at  first  called 
The  Sandbank,  owing  to  the  large  quantities  of  ex- 
cellent moulding  and  building  sand  in  the  neighbor- 
hood. This  name  was  changed  in  1856,  at  the  sug- 
gestion of  Robert  H.  Sayre,  Esq.,  general  superin- 
tendent of  the  railroad,  to  its  present  one  of  Rockdale. 
It  was  originally  only  a  freight  station,  used  by  Chris- 
tian Pretz  and  Stephen  Balliet,  who  owned  all  of  the 
twenty-four  acres  of  land  now  occupied  by  the  village. 
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This  station  building  was  erected  for  Pretz  and  Balliet 
by  Mr.  Eli  Lentz,  now  of  Allentown,  Pa.,  and  is  not 
yet  owned  by  the  railroad  company.  Mr.  Lentz  also 
built  the  first  hotel  at  Rockdale  in  1856,  of  which  he 
was  the  landlord  for  five  years.  Nearly  every  other 
building  in  the  village  is  also  the  work  of  his  hands, 
including  the  saw-mill  above,  which  was  formerly 
owned  by  Stephen  Balliet,  but  afterwards  became  the 
property  of  Mr.  Lentz. 

In  the  spring  of  1871  a  post-office  was  established 
here,  with  Alfred  Long  as  postmaster,  in  which  oflice 
he  has  continued  since. 

In  this  connection  it  may  not  be  out  of  place  to 
speak  of  two  discoveries  made  by  Mr.  Lentz  during 
his  residence  at  Rockdale,  which,  at  the  time,  excited 
wide-spread  comment,  and  awakened  the  liveliest  curi- 
osity. The  first  was  as  follows  :  In  1856,  the  year  in 
which  he  moved  to  Rockdale,  he  and  a  laborer  by 
the  name  of  John  Frederick  were  engaged  in  ele- 
vating a  coal-bank,  which  lay  so  low  as  to  be  fre- 
quently flooded  by  the  river.  While  digging  into  the 
side  of  the  sloping  bank  of  the  creek,  about  sixty 
yards  from  the  river  shore,  Mr.  Lentz's  companion 
struck  and  turned  up  a  coin  with  his  pickaxe.  This 
proved  to  be  the  top  one  of  a  pile  of  nineteen  coins 
buried  about  two  feet  beneath  the  surface.  They 
were  round  and  as  large  as  a  Bland  dollar,  and  about 
as  thick  as  a  silver  half-dollar.  The  substance  ap- 
peared neither  like  gold  nor  silver,  and  gave  out  a 
clearer,  more  ringing  sound  than  either  of  those 
metals.  The  spot  where  they  were  found  was  thickly 
overgrown  with  old  beds  of  bushes,  with  tangled  roots, 
and  about  eight  feet  south  of  it  stood  a  large  licorice- 
tree.  No  remains  of  any  box  or  covering  could  be 
found  about  the  coin,  and  they  seemed  to  have  been 
placed  in  the  ground  by  design,  just  as  found.  Upon 
the  coins,  all  of  which  were  exactly  similar  in  ap- 
pearance, appeared  inscriptions  in  what  seemed  to  be 
Chaldaic  characters.  Much  speculation  was  indulged 
in  as  to  what  they  were,  and  how  they  came  to  be  de- 
posited there,  but  no  one  was  found  who  could  read 
the  inscriptions.  There  was  a  great  demand  for 
them,  and  Mr.  Lentz  presented  all  of  them  except 
one  to  friends,  among  them  Governor  Asa  Packer, 
Mr.  Christian  Pretz,  and  Hon.  Henry  King.  The 
latter  sent  his  to  a  distinguished  Jewish  rabbi,  and  it 
was  returned  with  the  information  that  they  were  a 
coin  used  by  some  nation  contemporaneous  with  the 
second  Hebrew  king,  about  two  thousand  four  hun- 
dred years  before  the  birth  of  Christ.  The  last  one 
of  the  coins  Mr.  Lentz  had  in  his  possession  for 
eighteen  years.  He  then  intrusted  it  to  a  gentleman 
for  the  purpose  of  sending  it  to  a  Philadelphia  nu- 
mismatist, and  it  was  lost.  Lately  Mr.  Lentz  has 
obtained  another  of  the  coins  from  the  late  Christian 
Pretz,  who,  it  seems,  had  received  two  of  them. 

About  three  months  after  the  above  discovery  Mr. 
Lentz  made  a  second  one,  about  sixteen  feet  from  the 
spot  where  the  money  was  found.    It  happened  in 
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this  wise.  I)Ir.  Thomas  Ruch  was  taking  away  coal 
with  a  four-horse  team  from  the  bank  already  referred 
to.  After  loading,  and  while  driving  away,  the  wagon- 
wheels  sank  deep  into  the  made  ground  of  the  bank, 
which  was,  besides,  soft  from  recent  rains.  One  of 
the  hind  wheels  turned  up  a  stone  of  peculiar  shape, 
about  ten  and  a  half  inches  long  and  two  and  a  half 
inches  in  thickness,  the  ends  of  which  were  perfectly 
round  and  smooth.  At  one  of  the  ends,  what  had 
been  an  opening  was  sealed  up  with  a  solid  compo- 
sition made  of  some  matter  resembling  crushed  oyster- 
shells,  which  resisted  all  efforts  made  with  a  punch  to 
pry  it  open.  The  stone  was  then  broken  into  frag- 
ments on  an  iron  rail,  and  at  the  other  end,  at  the 
bottom  of  this  composition,  was  found  a  substance, 
which,  under  the  microscope,  proved  to  be  a  coil  of 
coarse,  black  human  hair.  That  the  hair  was  design- 
edly sealed  up  in  this  stone  was  clear,  but  for  what 
purpose,  and  by  whom,  and  whether  by  the  same  par- 
ties who  deposited  the  coins  in  the  vicinity,  are  all 
questions  which  will  perhaps  forever  remain  unsolved. 

KernsviUe  is  the  smallest  village  in  the  township, 
and  lies  on  the  Jordan  Creek  close  to  the  South 
Whitehall  line.  It  was  named  after  Peter  Kern,  who 
built  a  grist-mill  of  stone  here  in  1806.  It  contains 
the  mill,  a  school-house,  and  seven  dwelling-houses, 
and  the  population  is  about  forty.  Formerly  there 
was  a  post-office,  but  there  is  none  now.  The  store 
was  originally  opened  by  Owen  Kern,  and  was  discon- 
tinued for  some  time  after  he  retired  from  business, 
but  is  now  again  kept  by  Peter  Lerch. 

Religious  History — Union  Chnrch.— Most  of  the 
early  settlers  were  compelled  to  leave  their  European 
homes  because  of  their  religious  convictions,  and  to 
indulge  these,  became  one  of  their  first  cares  on  es- 
tablishing themselves  in  the  land  of  their  adoption. 
The  earliest  inhabitants  of  what  is  now  North  Whiter 
hall,  including  those  of  contiguous  territory,  seem  to 
have  been  mostly  of  the  Reformed  faith,  although  it 
is  true  there  were  some  holding  to  the  faith  of  Luther. 
The  early  history  of  Union  Church,  or  Schlosser's,  as 
it  was  early  called,  is  involved  in  considerable  ob- 
scurity ;  and  there  are  no  written  records  to  throw 
light  upon  it.  In  the  very  early  times  the  settlers 
attended  services,  which  were  held  at  private  dwell- 
ings or  in  the  school-houses,  and  often  consisted  only 
of  prayer,  singing,  and  reading  of  Scripture.  After 
their  number  increased  somewhat,  those  of  the  Lu- 
theran faith  began  attending  services  at  the  churches 
that  were  nearest,  such  as  Jordan  and  Heidelberg, 
where  such  pastors  as  Revs.  Justus  Jacob  Bergen- 
stock,  Schumacher,  Dheil,  Geisenhainer,  and  others, 
ministered  to  their  spiritual  wants.  Those  of  the  Re- 
formed belief,  on  the  contrary,  being  greater  in  num- 
bers than  their  Lutheran  brethren,  early  united  in 
forming  a  congregation  and  building  a  house  of  wor- 
ship. The  exact  date  when  this  was  done  cannot 
now  be  ascertained,  but  it  probably  happened  in  the 
decade  beginning  with  1750 ;  for  there  is  a  record,  of 
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date  1748,  in  which  the  Heidelberg,  Jordan,  and 
Egypt  Churches  are  mentioned,  and  there  is  another 
made  in  the  year  1764,  in  which  mention  first  occurs 
of  Se-hlosser's  (now  Union)  Church.  This  building, 
erected  by  the  Reformed  communicants,  and  the 
original  of  the  present  Unionville  congregation,  stood 
just  outside  the  southeastern  wall  of  the  old  bury- 
ing-ground,  was  constructed  of  logs,  and  was  about 
fifty  feet  in  length.  It  was  plastered  within,  and 
contained  galleries  along  the  sides,  with  benches  of 
equal  height  placed  on  the  level  floor,  so  that  it  was 
impossible  for  those  who  occupied  the  rear  seats  to 
see  the  minister  at  the  altar  or  the  worshipers  on  the 
floor  below.  The  chancel  was  laid  with  flag  stones, 
and  altogether  the  structure  was  an  improvement 
upon  those  of  that  day.  This  first  building  was  com- 
monly known  as  Schlosser's  Church,  being  located  on 
land  which  was  donated  by  the  first  of  the  Schlosser 
family. 

In  1767  the  congregation  united  with  the  Reformed 
congregations  of  Egypt,  Jordan,  and  Northampton 
borough  in  purchasing  six  acres  of  land  and  erecting 
a  common  parsonage,  at  a  total  expense  of  £52,  or 
$345.62.  This,  it  is  supposed,  stood  on  what  is 
Moyer's  land,  on  the  road  from  Mechanicsville  to 
Mickley's  Tavern,  in  South  Whitehall. 

In  1768  an  application  was  filed  in  the  land-oflSce 
of  Pennsylvania  for  a  tract  of  land  by  Daniel  Gross 
and  Paul  Balliet  for  the  use  of  the  Reformed  congre- 
gation, although  both  in  this  application  and  in  the 
patent-deed  afterwards  granted  for  the  land,  the  con- 
gregation is  denominated  Presbyterian,  under  which 
name  they  held  the  land  until  April,  1879,  when 
action  was  taken  looking  towards  the  changing  of  the 
name  from  Presbyterian  to  Reformed,  as  it  should  be ; 
and  in  December,  1881,  Alexander,  Peter,  and  Moses 
Hollenbach  were  appointed  a  committee  to  have  the 
change  legally  made.  A  deed  for  their  lands  was  con- 
firmed to  the  congregation  on  the  27th  of  May,  1827,  in 
pursuance  of  the  7th  section  of  an  act  of  Assembly 
approved  the  17th  day  of  April,  1827,  which  enacts 
"that  the  officers  of  the  land-oflSce  are  hereby  author- 
ized and  required  to  issue  a  patent,  free  of  the  pur- 
chase-money and  fees,  to  Peter  Romich  and  Christian 
Houseman,  Sr.,  and  their  successors,  in  trust  and  for 
the  sole  use  and  benefit  of  the  congregations  of  North 
Whitehall  township,  Lehigh  Co.,  known  by  the  name 
of  Union,  alias  Schlosser's,  Church,  composed  of  Lu- 
therans and  Presbyterians,  for  a  certain  tract  of  land 
situate  in  North  Whitehall  township  aforesaid,  sur- 
veyed to  them  by  virtue  of  an  application  dated  June 
second,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty-eight, 
numbered  three  thousand  three  hundred  and  seventy- 
four."  Three  drafts  of  church  lands  are  contained 
among  the  church  records, — the  first  of  three  acres, 
surveyed  in  1795,  at  the  request  of  Michael  Hoil'man  ; 
the  second  made  in  1796,  at  the  request  of  Peter 
Romich,  in  which  the  church  tract  is  shown  to  con- 
sist of  eighty-seven   acres   and   allowances ;   and   a 


third  was  made  on  the  11th  of  April,  1839,  by  Daniel 
Saeger,  Esq.,  by  request  of  the  consistory.  The 
latter  appears  to  be  the  only  legal  one,  and  on  it  the 
church  land  is  shown  to  consist  of  ninety-four  acres, 
eighteen  perches. 

On  the  7th  of  November,  1795,  the  congregation 
then  consisting  wholly  of  Reformed  members,  held 
a  meeting  and  decided  to  erect  a  stone  church  in 
place  of  the  old  log  building.  It  was  also  resolved  to 
invite  their  Lutheran  neighbors  to  form  a  congrega- 
tion, and  unitp  with  them  in  erecting  the  new  build- 
ing, which  should  then  be  held  in  common  by  both 
faiths.  As  an  inducement,  the  Reformed  members 
oflfered  the  Lutherans  a  half  interest  in  forty  acres  of 
their  lands,  which  tract  should  after  that  time  be  held 
in  commonalty  by  both,  and  also  agreed  to  sell  all  of 
their  lands  above  these  forty  acres,  and  devote  the 
proceeds  towards  the  expense  of  construction.  On 
the  27th  of  May,  1796,  being  the  occasion  of  the  lay- 
ing of  the  corner-stone,  the  Lutherans  accepted  these 
propositions,  formed  a  separate  congregation,  and 
united  with  their  Reformed  brethren  in  constructing 
the  new  church.  None  of  the  church  lands  were  sold, 
however,  the  cost  of  constructing  being  liquidated 
with  free-will  contributions. 

This  second  church  building,  at  Unionville,  stood 
in  a  line  with  the  old  stone  school-house,  still  standing, 
and  the  yard  of  the  present  brick  church,  on  ground 
lying  between  the  two.  It  was  solidly  built  of  rough- 
hewn  stone,  with  galleries  running  around  three  sides 
of  the  interior.  The  carpenters  were  Jonas  Hicker, 
Chr.  Harn,  Andrew  Knerr,  Thomas  Dodson,  Jacob 
Herman,  Jacob  Harn,  Jacob  Mickley,  Jacob  Miller, 
John  Keck,  Adam  Sterner,  Jacob  Wehr.  The  build- 
ing was  completed  iu  the  following  year  (1797),  and 
since  that  time  has,  together  with  the  church  lands 
and  other  temporalities  of  the  former  Reformed  con- 
gregation, been  held  and  owned  in  common  by  the 
members  of  the  Reformed  and  Lutheran  congrega- 
tions of  this  vicinity,  each,  however,  being  perfectly 
free  to  worship  after  its  own  fashion,  and  holding 
divine  services  on  alternate  Sundays.  From  this  date 
the  church  and  congregation  have  been  known  as  the 
Union  Church,  although  among  the  people  it  was 
also  called  the  Grund-Eichel  Kirche,  or  Scrub-Oak 
Church,  owing  to  the  large  quantity  of  scrub-oak  and 
low  timber  growing  around  the  building. 

The  stone  building  served  all  the  purposes  of  the 
united  congregations  until  the  11th  of  February,  1871, 
when  they  resolved  to  erect  a  new  and  substantial 
brick  building,  fifty  feet  in  front  and  eighty  feet  in 
depth.  It  was  found,  however,  a  task  of  no  small 
importance  to  tear  down  the  old  stone  church.  So 
solid  was  the  masonry,  and  so  thick  were  the  walls, 
that  it  required  the  use  of  blasting-powder  and  the 
united  efforts  of  a  large  crowd  of  people,  who  had 
collected  by  invitation  from  the  neighborhood  and 
even  from  distant  parts  of  the  township,  to  overthrow 
the  walls.    The  timbers  were  found  in  part  still  sound 
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and  dry  as  when  first  laid.  When  the  corner-stone 
was  reached,  it  was  found  entirely  empty,  although 
many  articles,  besides  pieces  of  money,  had  been  de- 
posited in  the  walnut  box,  with  sliding  lid,  which  was 
placed  in  the  cavity  of  the  stone,  nearly  a  century 
previous.  It  was  ascertained  that  it  had  remained 
uncovered  and  unprotected  over  night,  when  laid,  and 
the  supposition  is  that  it  was  then  rifled  of  its  contents 
by  sacrilegious  thieves. 

On  the  28th  of  May,  1871,  the  corner-stone  of  the 
present  building  was  laid  with  imposing  ceremonies 
and  in  the  presence  of  a  large  throng.  In  the  corner- 
stone was  placed  a  zinc  box,  resting  on  a  plate  of 
heavy  glass,  and  packed  on  all  sides  with  powdered 
charcoal  and  plaster  of  Paris.  In  it  were  placed 
church  records,  books  of  worship,  silver  and  copper 
coins,  and  other  mementoes  of  members  of  the  con- 
gregations, and  the  whole  covered  with  a  second  plate 
of  heavy  glass. 

The  new  building  is  of  brick,  and  is  handsomely 
finished  within  and  without.  It  has  a  spire  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty-five  feet  in  height,  in  which  hangs  a 
bell  of  about  two  thousand  pounds  weight.  Around 
the  three  sides  extend  galleries,  and  a  basement  room 
lies  under  the  whole,  used  for  Sunday-  and  singing- 
school  purposes.  In  appearance  it  resembles  a  city 
church,  and  its  equal  will  hardly  be  found  anywhere 
in  any  country  parish  in  Eastern  Pennsylvania.  Spa- 
cious grounds  inclose  it  on  all  sides,  and  a  forest  of 
noble  pines  protects  it  from  northern  blasts. 

The  new  building  was  dedicated  to  the  service  of 
God  on  Whitsuntide,  1872,  with  impressive  cere- 
monies, conducted  by  Rev.  Dr.  Notz,  Rev.  E.  Boner, 
and  Rev.  A.  R.  Home,  Lutheran  ministers  ;  and  Rev. 
Drs.  Bomberger  and  Gerhard,  Reformed  ministers. 

It  is  enjoyed  by  both  congregations  under  certain 
additions  to  the  church  constitution,  proposed  at  a 
meeting  of  the  church  councils  on  the  11th  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1871,  and  formally  adopted  by  the  congrega- 
tions on  the  25th  of  February  following.  They  were 
as  follows  :  "The  present  church  shall  be  for  the  ex- 
clusive use  of  the  Reformed  and  Lutheran  congrega- 
tions. As  long  as  one  single  member  of  either  of 
these  denominations  remains  faithful  to  its  doctrines 
and  practices,  the  church  property  cannot  pass  out  of 
his  hands."  These  additional  rules  were  signed  by 
the  church  councils,  consisting  of  William  Gernert, 
Moses  Hollenbach,  Hilarius  Kennel,  and  Peter  Gross, 
elders  ;  and  Tilghman  Samuel,  Thomas  Casey,  Tilgh- 
man  F.  Schneck,  Stephen  Deibert,  David  Hensinger, 
Lewis  Clauser,  Alexander  Peter,  deacons. 

The  building  committee  consisted  of  Benjamin 
Lemuel  and  Emanuel  Krause  from  the  Lutherans, 
and  Elias  Hofiman  and  Aaron  Balliet  from  the  Re- 
formed. The  cost  of  erecting  the  present  building 
was  about  thirty-four  thousand  dollars,  and  was  paid, 
in  part,  with  labor,  collections,  and  free-will  offerings. 
The  remainder  of  the  debt  was  paid  by  the  levying  of 
a  tax  upon  the  basis  of  the  county  and  State  rates  and 


levies,  no  adult  male  member  paying  less  than  five 
dollars. 

The  Lutheran  Church  record  begins  with  1797,  and 
is  headed  as  follows :  "  Church  Record  of  the  Evan- 
gelical Lutheran  Brethren  in  the  Faith  of  the  Union 
Church  in  Whitehall,  Northampton."  The  first  entry 
is  that  of  the  baptism  of  a  child  of  Christian  and 
Magdalene  Hausman,  under  date  of  March  5,  1797. 
Immediately  following  are  the  records  of  the  baptisms 
in  families  by  the  names  of  Adams,  Helffrich,  Seisa, 
Deibert,  Mosser,  Fenstermacher,  Walb,  Semmel,  Rum- 
bel,  etc.  Iq  1806  there  were  ninety-three  communi- 
cants on  the  Lutheran  side,  and  in  1821  twenty-one 
catechumens,  by  the  names  of  Mosser,  Miller,  Laury, 
Semmel,  Seiss,  Scheirer,  Jacobs,  Deibert,  Housman, 
Zellner,  and  Herbster,  were  confirmed. 

The  very  early  records  of  the  Reformed  congrega- 
tion were  placed  in  the  corner-stone  of  the  second 
church,  and  when  that  was  opened,  had  disappeared, 
together  with  the  rest  of  its  contents.  Nearly  every- 
thing, therefore,  that  can  be  told  of  its  early  history 
has  been  transmitted  by  oral  tradition,  and  not  much 
can  be  stated  with  certainty,  except  that  in  point  of 
numbers  the  Reformed  congregation  has  always  been 
stronger  than  the  Lutheran,  and  it  maintains  its  lead, 
at  the  present  day.  In  1808  the  Lutherans  had  68 
communicants,  the  Reformed  more  than  twice  that 
number.  In  1858  the  latter  had  309  communicants, 
while  the  Lutherans  numbered  a  little  more  than  half 
as  many.  In  1872  there  were  264  heads  of  families 
of  the  Reformed  faith  and  155  of  the  Lutheran,  or, 
altogether,  419.  In  1874  the  Reformed  had  commun- 
ing members  to  the  number  of  615,  while  the  Luther- 
ans had  419;  the  former  had  330  contributing  mem- 
bers and  the  latter  225.  In  1881  the  number  of 
Reformed  communicants  was  650,  of  Lutheran,  .450, 
and  of  Reformed  contributing  members  was  335,  of 
Lutheran,  250.  The  present  strength  of  the  con- 
gregation is  1076,  composed  of  622  Reformed  com- 
municants and  of  454  Lutheran. 

The  Reformed  Payors. — The  first  record  of  these 
begins  on  the  20th  of  December,  1764,  with  Rev.  Jo- 
hann  Daniel  Gross,  who  served  until  Feb.  17,  1771, 
when  Rev.  Abraham  Blumer  took  his  place,  and  min- 
istered till  the  10th  of  May,  1801.  On  the  18th  of 
October  following  Rev.  Johann  Gobrecht  began  his 
ministry  here,  and  continued  in  it  till  the  13th  of 
February,  1831.  He  was  succeeded  by  the  Rev.  Jo- 
seph S.  Dubbs,  D.D.,  who  served  from  the  21st  of 
July,  1831,  till  1866.  In  the  latter  year  Rev.  E.  J. 
Fogel  was  elected  the  pastor.  He  began  the  duties 
of  his  office  on  the  Ist  of  January,  1867,  and  con- 
tinues faithfully  in  them  to  this  date. 

The  Lutheran  Pastors. — The  Lutherans  ,of  the  ear- 
liest time  not  having  a  separate  organization  at  Union- 
ville  were  included  in  the  Moselm  charge,  which  in 
1762  was  under  the  care  of  the  Rev.  John  H.  Schaum. 
Between  1769  and  1772,  the  Rev.  John  George  Jung 
became  the  pastor  of  this  charge,  and  between  1779 
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and  1782  the  licentiate  Franz  was  the  minister.  He 
was  succeeded  in  1785  by  the  Eev.  Henry  Schellhard, 
and  the  latter  in  1791  by  Eev.  Caspar  Diehl,  who  with 
Revs.  Geisenhainer  and  Schumacher  served  till  1808. 
During  their  ministry  the  Lutheran  congregation 
attained  a  separate  organization  at  Unionville  at  the 
time  of  the  construction  of  the  second  church.  Revs. 
Doering  and  Wartman  served  the  congregation  up  to 
June,  1837,  when  Rev.  Jeremiah  Schindel  began  his 
ministry,  continuing  to  serve  for  a  period  of  twenty- 
one  years.  In  the  spring  of  1859,  Rev.  Thomas  Stock 
became  the  pastor  and  preached  till  the  close  of  1866. 
At  the  beginning  of  his  pastorate  the  Lutheran  con- 
gregations of  Union,  Heidelberg,  Friedens,  and  Egypt 
Churches  united  in  purchasing  a  parsonage  at 
Schnecksville,  and  in  the  spring  of  1867  Rev.  J.  S. 
Reninger,  the  present  pastor,  began  his  service  for  the 
congregation. 

The  present  church  consistory  is  composed  of  the 
following  on  the  Lutheran  side :  Manoah  Hausman 
and  Stephen  Deibert,  elders ;  and  Levi  Helffrich,  John 
Schneck,  Oliver  Semmel,  and  Lewis  Hausman,  dea- 
cons ;  and  on  the  Reformed  side,  Frank  P.  Mickley 
and  William  Kennel,  elders ;  and  William  Reber, 
Francis  Peter,  Charles  Wootring,  and  Willoughby 
Hoffman,  deacons. 

The  congregations  possess  a  large  pipe-organ,  which 
was  originally  purchased  in  1821,  and  formerly  stood 
in  the  old  stone  church.  When  that  building  was  torn 
down,  it  was  removed  and  repaired  and  two  registers 
added ;  it  was  then  placed  in  the  present  church,  and 
rededicated  with  it  in  1872. 

Thirty-eight  years  ago  (in  1846)  a  Sunday-school 
was  begun  at  Union  Church  by  the  late  Rev.  S.  K. 
Brobst,  Peter  Gross,  Esq.,  and  others,  which  has  re- 
mained in  full  life  ever  since.  For  the  past  thirty 
j'ears  it  has  been  under  the  superintendence  of  Mr. 
E.  D.  Rhoads,  the  organist  of  the  church. 

Many  of  the  earliest  settlers  buried  their  dead  on 
their  farms,  where  their  remains  now  rest,  unmarked 
by  any  stone,  upon  spots  undiscoverable  at  present. 
After  the  organization  of  Egypt  and  Union  Churches 
nearly  all  the  interments  took  place  on  one  or  the 
other  of  the  burying-places  provided  by  these  two 
congregations.  The  first  burial-ground  lay  to  the  rear 
and  side  of  the  old  log  church,  and  comprised  the 
area  occupied  by  what  is  now  known  as  the  old  ceme- 
tery. The  latter  lies  on  the  side  of  the  road  opposite 
to  the  present  church  building,  and  is  inclosed  with 
a  low  stone  wall.  The  inscriptions  upon  many  of  the 
old  headstones,  which  were  often  at  first  of  com- 
paratively soft  stones  and  later  of  slate,  have  yielded 
to  the  influence  of  wind  and  weather,  and  are  now 
partially  or  wholly  undecipherable.  The  oldest 
legible  one  on  the  ground  is  that  of  FoUatin  (Val- 
entine) Remeli,  1770.  On  the  18th  of  May,  1866, 
the  two  congregations  decided  to  lay  out  a  new  ceme- 
tery upon  the  church  lands,  and  on  the  9th  of  No- 
vember following,  rules  for  the  regulation  of  the  same 


were  adopted.  The  present  burial-ground  contains 
an  area  of  two  acres  of  land  in  the  rear  of  the  church, 
and  was  dedicated  with  appropriate  ceremonies  by 
Rev.  Jacob  Schindel  and  Noah  Strassburger.  It  is 
finely  located  and  systematically  arranged.  Many 
beautiful  shafts  of  marble  already  mark  the  resting- 
places  of  departed  worshipers. 

During  the  past  year  (1883)  the  congregations 
erected  upon  the  church  land  a  commodious  barn. 
This  is  used  for  storing  the  hay  and  crops  raised  upon 
the  glebe,  the  use  of  which,  together  with  the  old 
stone  school-house,  is  enjoyed  under  a  lease  from  the 
congregations  by  the  schoolmaster  and  organist,  Mr. 
Rhoads.  The  cost  of  erecting  the  barn  has  been  fully 
paid,  and  the  Union  Church  presents  the  commenda- 
ble example  of  a  community  of  Christian  workers, 
owning  large  possessions  entirely  free  from  debt. 

St.  John's  Church,  at  Laury's. — For  several  years 
previous  to  1872,  Rev.  J.  8.  Reninger  preached  occa- 
sionally both  to  the  Lutherans  and  Reformed  of 
Laury's  and  the  vicinity,  and  during  1871  he  began 
holding  services  both  in  German  and  English  regu- 
larly. His  labors  were  fully  appreciated  by  those 
under  his  ministrations,  and  on  Christmas  of  that 
year  they  presented  him  with  a  substantial  token  of 
their  esteem  and  love.  Eev.  S.  A.  Leinbach  had  also 
begun,  about  May,  1869,  to  hold  services  both  in  Ger- 
man and  English  in  the  school-house  at  Laury's,  and 
continued  to  hold  them  every  four  weeks. 

Most  of  the  members  belonged  either  to  the  Re- 
formed or  Lutheran  congregations  of  Union  and 
Egypt  Churches,  but  their  desire  to  have  a  more  con- 
venient place  of  worship  became  so  strong,  and  their 
numbers  increased  so  much  that  it  was  resolved  to 
form  a  separate  church,  and  to  that  end  Hon.  David 
Laury  and  Mr.  David  Scheirer  were  appointed  a 
committee  to  draft  a  plan  of  organization  and  a  con- 
stitution. This  draft  was  submitted  to  the  members 
in  February,  1872,  and  unanimously  adopted,  and  an 
organization  effected  on  the  12th  of  May,  1872,  with 
Rev.  S.  A.  Leinbach  as  the  Reformed,  and  Eev.  J.  S. 
Eeninger  as  the  Lutheran  pastor.  The  first  Church 
Council  consisted  of  Jacob  D.  Miller,  Henry  Hefiel- 
finger.  Reformed  elders ;  Charles  Loeser  and  Reuben 
Yantz,  Lutheran  elders;  and  of  Moses  Newhard, 
Thomas  Newhard,  David  Scheirer,  and  Samuel 
Heiney,  Reformed  deacons;  and  Jacob  B.  Mauser, 
Thomas  Schaffer,  Samuel  Shoch,  and  Eli  Schumacher, 
Lutheran  deacons. 

Jacob  Miller,  Samuel  Miller,  and  Moses  Newhard 
each  offered  the  two  acres  of  land  from  their  farms, 
which  were  desired  by  the  association  for  church 
lands.  That  of  Jacob  Miller  was  finally  accepted, 
after  due  consideration,  and  thus  it  happens  that  this 
church  is  sometimes  called  Miller's  Church. 

It  was  decided  to  erect  a  church  building  at  once, 
and  a  building  committee  was  appointed,  consisting 
of  Joseph  Roth  and  Joseph  Peter  from  the  Reformed 
side,  and  William  J.  Keck  and  David  Laury  from  the 
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Lutheran.  On  the  23d  of  June,  1872,  the  corner- 
stone was  laid  with  appropriate  ceremonies,  con- 
ducted by  Revs.  William  Notz  and  Noah  Strassburger, 
assisted  by  the  pastors.  Revs.  Leinbach  and  Reninger. 
The  church  was  finished  in  the  following  year,  and 
on  the  13th  and  14th  days  of  September,  1873,  was 
dedicated  to  the  service  of  God  by  Revs.  L.  Groh, 
J.  B.  Fox,  and  J.  S.  Reninger,  Lutheran  ministers, 
and  Revs.  Thomas  Leinbach,  A.  J.  G.  Dubbs,  and 
S.  A.  Leinbach,  Reformed  ministers.  The  collections 
amounted  to  $175.08. 

The  church  is  of  frame,  forty  feet  in  width  by  sixty 
in  depth,  and  has  a  basement  and  steeple.  It  is 
painted  white,  and,  standing  on  a  commanding  emi- 
nence, resembles  a  shining  ark  of  refuge  for  the 
weary  and  sin-laden.  The  contract  for  its  construc- 
tion was  awarded  to  Tilghman  Zellner,  and  the  cost 
of  construction  was  about  six  thousand  dollars. 

The  congregation  number  about  one  hundred  and 
sixty  members,  evenly  divided  between  Lutherans 
and  Reformed. 

Rev.  Reninger  is  still  the  Lutheran  pastor.  Rev. 
Leinbach  resigned  his  office  as  Reformed  pastor  on 
the  10th  of  November,  1883,  the  resignation  to  take 
effect  on  the  1st  of  January,  1884.  On  the  latter  day 
he  was  succeeded  in  the  office  by  Rev.  William  R. 
Hoffbrd,  of  Allentown,  Pa. 

The  church  council  consists  at  present  of  Henry 
Heffelfinger  and  Samuel  Miller,  Reformed  elders  ;  J. 
B.  Mauser,  Lutheran  elder ;  Moses  Newhard  and 
Henry  Broder,  Reformed  deacons ;  and  A.  C.  P. 
Loury,  Calvin  F.  Keck,  and  August  H.  Eichler, 
Lutheran  deacons.  The  trustees  are  David  Swartz 
(Reformed)  and  Adam  Anthony  (Lutheran).  Mr. 
David  Scheirer  has  been  the  choir-leader  since  May, 
1879. 

A  cemetery  was  laid  out  immediately  after  the 
purchase  of  the  church  lands,  and  rules  for  its  reg- 
ulation were  adopted  by  the  congregations  in  the 
spring  of  1872. 

In  1838,  the  Hon.  David  Laury  and  Robert  Mc- 
Dowell (both  now  deceased)  established  a  Sunday- 
school,  which  held  its  meetings  in  the  school-house, 
near  Laury's,  and  which  was  known  as  the  "Slate- 
Quarry  Sunday-school."  The  exercises  were  at  first 
conducted  entirely  in  English,  but  later  in  English 
and  German.  It  was  the  first  Sunday-school  projected 
in  Lehigh  County  outside  of  Allentown.  After  the 
completion  of  St.  John's  Church  the  meeting-place 
was  transferred  to  the  basement  of  the  latter  build- 
ing, and  there  the  meetings  have  since  been  held. 
Judge  Laury  was  the  superintendent  up  to  the  time 
of  his  death,  in  1883. 

Preaching  Station  at  Ironton. — A  preaching  sta- 
tion was  established  early  in  the  fall  of  1867.  Services 
were  held  regularly  the  first  Sabbath-days  of  each 
month  in  the  old  school-house,  near  Ballietsville,  by 
the  Rev.  Dr.  J.  W.  Wood  and  Rev.  Richard  Walker, 
then  Presbyterian  ministers  at  Allentown,  Pa.,  both 


now  deceased.  This  place  of  meeting  was  only  tem- 
porary, and  about  the  lat  of  January,  1868,  soon  after 
the  public  school  buildings  at  Ironton  were  completed, 
the  services  began  to  be  held  there,  and  have  been 
held  in  them  ever  since.  About  the  1st  of  April,  1868, 
Rev.  Richard  Walker  began  preaching,  coming  regu- 
larly on  the  third  Sabbath  of  every  month,  and  con- 
tinued in  this  service  for  four  years,  when  he  was 
succeeded  by  Rev.  J.  A.  Little,  of  Hokendauqua,  Pa. 
Dr.  Wood  continued  in  his  labors  here  until  about 
the  1st  of  October,  1876,  when  he  was  also  succeeded 
by  Rev.  Mr.  Little.  Since  that  time  the  latter  has 
held  services  here  regularly  on  the  first  and  third  Sab- 
bath afternoons  of  every  month.  The  salaries  of  these 
pastors  have  always  been  paid  out  of  the  treasury  of 
the  Ironton  Railroad  Company.  In  the  month  of 
March,  1876,  the  Rev.  S.  A.  Leinbach,  of  Coplay,  Pa., 
began  preaching  here,  and  continued  to  do  so  until 
Jan.  1,  1884.  He  preached  once  a  month,  and  re- 
ceived fifty  dollars  a  year  for  his  services,  which  sum 
was  raised  by  subscription; 

No  church  organization  has  been  attempted.  The 
worshipers  are  members  of  congregations  of  different 
faiths.  The  services  are  not  sectarian.  No  denomi- 
national books  are  used,  the  lessons  being  drawn  di- 
rectly from  the  Bible.  Communion  services  are  not 
held,  and  there  is  no  interference  with  the  pastors  of 
neighboring  churches.  The  faithful  labors  of  Rev. 
Little,  as  well  as  those  of  Rev.  Leinbach,  are  bearing 
rich  fruit  in  increased  membership  and  more  living 
interests.  Among  the  prominent  workers  both  in  the 
meetings  and  the  Sunday-school  are  Mr.  William  An- 
drews, of  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  Allentown;  Mr. 

P.  Frank  Brown,  of  Egypt  Reformed ;  and  Mr.  Walter 

M.  Kuhns,  of  Jordan  Lutheran.  Of  the  original 
leading  spirits  in  the  work,  Capt.  Joseph  Andrews 
(Presbyterian),  Mrs.  William  Andrews  (Presbyte- 
rian), and  Mrs.  P.  Frank  Brown  (German  Reformed), 
have  (besides  Dr.  Wood  and  Rev.  Walker)  departed 
to  a  better  home,  while  John  G.  Wink  (Evangelical) 
and  Dr.  J.  N.  E.  Shoemaker  have  moved  away. 

About  the  same  time  with  the  preaching  station, 
the  Union  Sunday-school  was  organized,  being  so 
called  by  reason  of  the  uniting  of  members  of  dif- 
ferent churches  for  the  purpose  of  organizing.  Many 
in  the  neighborhood  were  opposed  to  the  project  at 
the  beginning,  but  despite  their  opposition  the  work 
was  successfully  begun  on  the  second  Sunday  of 
January,  1868,  with  J.  Calvin  Welling  as  superin- 
tendent. He  was  the  prime  mover  in  this  labor  of 
love,  and  in  his  efforts  was  ably  seconded  by  those 
named  above.  He  was  then  a  clerk  in  the  railroad 
office  at  Ironton,  and  now  resides  at  Chicago,  111., 
holding  a  responsible  position  with  the  Illinois  Cen- 
tral Railway.  He  held  the  office  of  superintendent 
for  two  years,  and  was  succeeded  by  G.  G.  Roney  for 
a  half  year.  Mr.  William  Andrews  then  held  the 
office  for  one  and  a  half  years,  and  was  succeeded  by 
Mr.  George  Spence,  who  served  for  six  months.    Mr. 
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P.  F.  Brown  was  then  elected,  and  has  served  con- 
tinuously from  that  time  to  this,  a  period  of  eleven 
and  a  half  years.  To  his  activity  and  faithfulness 
are  due  much  of  the  present  prosperity  of  the  school. 
The  average  attendance  each  Sabbath  from  the  open- 
ing to  the  present  time  has  been  sixty-five.  The  roll 
now  numbers  one  hundred  and  twenty,  and  the  school 
is  in  a  flourishing  condition.  Denominational  books 
are  not  touched,  the  Bible  and  the  publications  of  the 
American  Sunday-School  Union  alone  being  used. 
The  pastors  have  always  assisted  in  the  work.  The 
present  organist  is  Mr.  Alfred  Kuhns,  a  member  of 
Jordan  Lutheran  congregation. 

The  amount  of  good  that  this  preaching  station 
and  Sunday-school  have  done  for  the  people  of  Iron- 
ton  and  the  vicinity  is  incalculable. 

St.  Patrick's,  at  Ironton,  takes  its  origin  from  the 
meetings  of  Catholics  held  at  James  Reilly's  house, 
in  Ironton,  in  March,  1863.  Monthly  services  were 
celebrated  by  the  Rev.  Father  McKee,  now  of  Phila- 
delphia, for  a  period  of  two  years,  beginning  with 
this  date.  In  1865  the  present  chapel,  which  had 
been  built  by  John  Campbell,  and  had  been  used  for 
some  time  by  the  Methodists,  became  the  property  of 
Horace  Balliet,  and  was  by  him  sold  to  the  Catholics. 
The  church  was  called  St.  Patrick's,  in  memory  and 
honor  of  Patrick  Dempsey  and  Patrick  McCann,  who 
were  prominent  among  the'  original  members.  Ser- 
vices have  been  held  regularly  by  Father  McKee. 
since  1865,  and  later  by  Fathers  John  and  Burns. 
The  Rev.  Father  McFadden  has  at  present  charge  of 
the  church.  A  parish  school,  with  a  large  number  of 
pupils,  is  conducted  in  connection  with  the  church. 

At  Schnecksville  aad  Saegersville  preaching 
stations  have  also  been  established.  At  the  former 
place  Rev.  J.  S.  Reninger  has  been  preaching  since 
the  spring  of  1876  to  meetings  of  members  of  the 
Union  Church,  held  in  the  school-house.  No  organ- 
ization as  a  congregation  has  yet  been  effected. 

The  United  Brethren  also  have  a  small  church  at 
Schnecksville.  This  has  taken  the  place  of  a  church 
building  which  formerly  stood  on  Henry  Leh's  land. 
The  congregation  consists  of  about  half  a  dozen  fam- 
ilies, and  has  been  holding  services  regularly  since 
1872. 

In  the  year  1852  members  of  the  Jordan  Reformed 
and  Lutheran  congregations,  residing  at  or  near 
Saegersville,  associated  themselves,  under  the  name 
of  the  Union  School  and  Meeting  Institute,  for  the 
purpose  of  erecting  a  school-house,  which  should  also 
serve  as  a  meeting-place  for  holding  divine  services. 
Samuel  Saeger  (now  deceased)  and  Reuben  Gacken- 
bach  were  appointed  a  building  committee,  and  the 
cost  of  construction  was  defrayed  by  the  collection  of 
contributions.  After  its  completion,  a  bell  was  placed 
in  the  steeple  by  the  late  Peter  Sieger,  of  Philadel- 
phia. After  a  number  of  years  the  original  owners 
turned  the  property  into  a  stock  arrangement,  of 
which  the  principal    shares   are   now   held   by   the 


Siegers,  the  Bleilers,  the  Metzgers,  and  others.  No 
regular  organization  has  yet  been  made.  Rev. 
Joshua  Derr,  of  Allentown,  was  the  first  pastor.  He 
was  succeeded  by  the  Rev.  Thomas  Steck,  and  he  by 
the  Rev.  O.  N.  Leopold,  after  a  vacancy  of  several 
years.  Rev.  E.  J.  Fogel  commenced  preaching  about 
six  years  ago,  and  still  continues  to  do  so. 

The  Sunday-School.— Besides  the  Sunday-schools 
at  Union  Church,  Ironton,  and  Laury's,  already  men- 
tioned, others  have  been  organized  in  various  parts  of 
the  township.  As  a  general  rule,  the  meetings  are 
held  in  the  public  school-houses.  At  Schnecksville 
a  Sunday-school  was  organized  in  the  spring  of  1847, 
by  Peter  Gross,  Esq.,  and  Henry  Rockel.  It  is  in  a 
flourishing  condition,  and  is  at  present  under  the 
superintendence  of  Henry  D.  Gross,  Esq.,  and  Jonas 
Acker.  Following  is  a  list  of  all  the  Sunday-schools 
in  the  township,  with  the  name  of  the  superintendent, 
the  number  of  scholars,  and  the  faith  which  is  taught: 

Schnecksville,  Frank  Scherer,  Lutheran  and  Reformed 50 

Neff'a,  Richard  D,  Wotring,  Lutheran  and  Refurmed 70 

Schneclisville,  Hiram  Croll,  Evangelical 

Laury'B,  William  S.  Haas,  Lutheran  and  Reformed 85 

Lanry'fl,  H.  A.  Frantz,  Lutheran  and  Reformed 55 

NelTs  (Union  Church),  E.  I),  Rhoads,  Lutheran  and  Reformed 70 

Schnecksville,  H.  D.  Gross,  Lutheran  and  Reformed 65 

IJallietsville,  or  Ironton,  F.  P.  Brown,  Lutheran  and  Reformed 65 

Ballietsville,  John  Kuehner,  Lutheran  and  Reformed 45 

Schnecksville,  Asa  Knerr,  Lutheran  and  Reformed 55 

Laury's,  Jacob  Liiiderman,  Lutheran  and  Reformed 45 

Rockdale,  E.  W.  Yehl,  Lutheran  and  Reformed 45 

The  love  of  the  church  instilled  by  the  original 
settlers  into  the  breasts  of  their  descendants  has  not 
died  out,  but,  on  the  contrary,  has  increased  with  the 
passing  of  generations,  and  to-day  hardly  any  adults 
can  be  found  in  the  township  who  are  not  members 
of  the  Christian  Church,  and  living  in  the  open  pro- 
fession of  the  principles,  as  well  as  in  the  practices, 
taught  by  Luther  and  Calvin. 

The  Schools. — The  early  German  and  Swiss  set- 
tlers came  with  a  fair  share  of  common-school  learn- 
ing, and  there  were  but  few  among  them  who  could 
not  read  and  write.  They  recognized  the  advantages 
that  instruction,  even  of  a  primary  nature,  would  con- 
fer on  their  children.  Hardly  were  they  established 
as  a  community  before  they  resolved  to  erect  a  place 
of  worship,  and  with  it  the  school-house.  This,  as 
elsewhere,  was  the  ease  in  North  Whitehall.  The 
oldest  school-house  within  the  present  limits  of  the 
township  was  the  one  erected  at  what  is  now  Union- 
ville,  about  the  year  1755.  It  was  a  low  building  of 
logs,  with  small  windows,  and  consequently  poor  light 
and  ventilation.  It  stood  in  the  meadow  opposite  the 
church  building,  near  a  walnut-tree,  which  is  still 
preserved.  The  building  was  double,  one  side  being 
occupied  by  the  teacher  and  his  family,  and  the  other 
being  used  for  school  purposes.  Instruction  was  of 
the  most  primitive  description,  and  entirely,  in  Ger- 
man. The  only  books  used  were  an  A,  B,  C  book,  or 
primer,  the  Psalter,  and  the  New  Testament.  Some 
of  the  teachers  were  educated  men  from  Germany, 
but  generally  their  qualifications  for  the  position  of 
teacher  were  of  a  limited  degree.     Besides  having  the 
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charge  of  the  school,  the  teachers  were  also  the  organ- 
ists of  the  congregation.  There  may  have  been  other 
schools  in  the  township  at  this  early  date,  but  we  have 
not  found  any  record  of  them.  This  first  house  at 
Unionville  was  succeeded,  about  1808,  by  a  more  pre- 
tentious structure  of  stone,  the  expense  of  erecting 
which  was  defrayed  by  holding  a  lottery,  authorized  by 
an  act  of  Assembly  passed  the  15th  day  of  February, 
1808.  This  was  successfully  conducted  by  a  commit- 
tee composed  of  Daniel  Snyder,  Frederick  Hausman, 
Peter  Kern,  Michael  Deiber,  Stephen  Balliet,  and 
Peter  Butz.  Like  its  predecessor,  it  was  a  parochial 
school,  and  was  conducted  upon  the  same  methods. 
It  is  still  standing,  owned  by  the  Unionville  congre- 
gation, and  is  now  used  as  a  residence  by  Mr.  E.  D. 
Rhoads,  the  present  teacher  of  the  public  school  at 
Unionville. 

The  present  school-house  is  a  brick  building, 
and  has  been  constructed  since  the  passage  of  the 
school  law  of  1834.  It  stands  on  land  owned  by  the 
congregation,  devoted  to  this  purpose.  There  are 
two   schools,   graded.     The  teachers    at  Unionville 

since  the  earliest  times  have  been Diehl, 

Krout,  Adam  Gilbert,  Yost  Muckenhaupt,  Daniel 
Keener,  and  John  Binker. 

As  already  stated,  German  was  the  only  language 
taught  in  all  the  schools  up  to  1816,  when  the  first 
English  school  was  established  at  Ballietsville.  In 
that  year  the  English  School  Society  was  formed,  and 
at  a  meeting  held  on  the  29th  of  March,  Stephen  Bal- 
liet was  elected  president,  and  George  Deichman, 
Jacob  Schneider,  and  Christian  Troxell  were  elected 
managers.  Peter  Romich  and  Peter  Butz  were  the 
secretaries  of  the  meeting.  It  was  resolved  to  build  a 
house,  twenty  by  twenty-four  feet  in  extent,  and  that 
each  of  the  twenty  subscribers  to  the  house  deliver 
one  short  and  one  long  log  towards  its  construction  by 
the  1st  of  May  following.  Besides  the  officers  already 
named,  the  subscribers  were  composed  of  the  follow- 
ing :  Nicholas  Wotring,  Peter  Wotring,  Samuel  Sny- 
der, Abraham  Jacob,  Wilhelm  Rinker,  Nicholas 
Scheirer,  Michael  Frack,  Peter  Graff,  Joseph  Balliet, 
Frederick  Hausman,  Solomon  Graff,  George  Frantz, 
Peter  Rumble,  and  John  Laury.  The  building  was 
erected  about  one  hundred  yards  southeast  of  Balliets- 
ville, and  was  plastered  within.  Along  the  three 
walls  of  the  interior  were  placed  long  desks,  sloping 
up  to  the  wall,  with  high  benches  without  backs. 
One  of  these  benches  was  occupied  by  the  grown-up 
boys,  another  by  the  larger  girls,  and  the  third  by  the 
smaller  boys  and  girls  who  were  just  beginning  to 
read  and  write.  In  the  centre  of  the  room,  around  a 
clumsy  wood-stove,  sat  on  two  rows  of  benches  with- 
out backs  the  smallest  children,  who  had  nothing  but 
their  primers  to  handle.  Near  the  stove,  and  along 
the  fourth  side  of  the  building,  was  the  teacher's  desk, 
painted  red,  about  five  feet  high,  with  a  bench  of  cor- 
responding altitude.  Behind  his  desk,  on  the  wall, 
were  hung  the  hats,  shawls,  and  scarfs  of  the  scholars. 


In  the  corner  stood  a  wooden  bucket  filled  with  water, 
to  which  the  children  often  journeyed  during  the  long 
school  hours,  which  lasted  from  eight  in  the  morning 
till  half-past  four  or  five  in  the  afternoon,  with  an  in- 
termission of  an  hour  at  noon  for  dinner.  This  was 
generally  taken  by  the  children  in  the  school- room,  and 
during  scliool  hours  the  baskets  and  receptacles  in 
which  it  was  brought  stood  in  a  tempting  row,  flank- 
ing the  water-bucket.  The  teachers  were  chosen  by 
the  neighbors,  or  sometimes  began  keeping  school 
without  consulting  the  wishes  of  the  community  in 
the  matter  at  all.  If  the  teaching  of  one  of  this  latter 
kind  was  not  agreeable  to  the  parents  they  would  not 
send  their  children,  and  thus  effectually  "freeze"  out 
the  self-constituted  master  by  stopping  his  salary. 
Some  of  the  teachers  were  well  educated,  but  many 
were  nothing  better  than  the  "  tramp"  of  the  present 
day,  who,  being  out  of  a  job,  opened  a  school  for 
lack  of  other  employment.  The  course  of  instruction 
in  these  early  schools  embraced  reading,  writing, 
spelling,  and  arithmetic.  The  books  used  were  Comly's 
"  Primer  and  Spelling-Book,"  Murray's  "  Introduc- 
tion to  the  English  Reader,"  "  English  Reader,  and 
Sequel,"  Frost's  "  United  States  History,"  and  "  Pike's 
Arithmetic."  Grammar  and  geography  were  unknown 
sciences.  The  discipline  in  the  early  schools  was  un- 
necessarily severe,  and  at  times  even  cruel.  School 
terms  were  seldom  longer  than  four  months,  and 
many  of  the  children  were  not  sent  to  school  longer 
than  for  one-fourth  of  that  time.  The  schools  were 
opened  and  closed  with  singing  and  prayer,  after  the 
good  old  German  fashion.  The  exercises  for  each 
half  of  the  day  consisted  of  reading  twice  and  spell- 
ing once,  with  writing  and  ciphering  at  their  seats  in 
the  intervals  by  the  older  scholars.  Little  attention 
was  paid  to  penmanship,  writing  was  done  with  quills, 
and  the  making  and  mending  of  these  was  one  of  the 
principal  qualifications  demanded  in  the  teacher. 
The  teachers  of  the  early  parochial  schools  were  paid 
by  the  parents  of  the  pupils,  but  took  out  a  great  por- 
tion of  their  remuneration  by  "boarding  around,"  as 
it  was  called. 

The  English  school  building  at  Ballietsville  was 
used  till  about  1865,  when,  upon  the  erection  of  a  sub- 
stantial new  brick  school-house  on  top  of  the  hill 
overlooking  the  village,  it  was  transformed  into  a 
dwelling-house,  and  is  now  so  used.  The  teachers  at 
Ballietsville  have  been  Dalton,  Wallace,  Roberts, 
Custis,  Ellis,  McCarthy,  Handwerk,  Donahue,  Frazer, 
Bissing,  John  Barton,  Peter  Weida  (now  living  at 
Allentown),  Adolph  Bocking  (of  Diisseldorf,  Prussia), 
C.  Williams,  M.D.  (of  Coplay),  John  Clifton  (of 
Easton),  Revs.  Alfred  Dubs  and  J.  H.  Dubs,  Bow- 
man, Pflueger,  Kluge,  T.  F.  Emmens  (at  present 
editor  of  the  Easton  Express),  Ward,  Gruver,  H.  S. 
Moyer,  George  F.  Hottel,  and  Wilson. 

Other  school-houses,  generally  of  logs,  with  no  pre- 
tensions to  architecture,  and  with  no  regard  to  light 
or  ventilation,  were  also  erected  in  the  early  part  of 
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this  century  at  the  Union  Slate-Quarries,  in  Deibert's 
Valley,  at  Schnecksville,  and  near  Siegersville. 

The  poor  were  often  unable  in  the  early  times  to 
send  their  children  to  the  schools  provided,  even 
for  the  short  terms  they  were,  and  we  find  in  the  ac- 
counts of  the  county  treasurer  the  following  credits 
allowed  for  amounts  paid  for  the  education  of  the 
poor  in  North  Whitehall,  in  accordance  with  the  pro- 
visions of  the  act  of  March  29,  1824:  For  the  year 
1828,  $15.01;  for  1830,  $13.29;  for  1833,  $8.07;  for 
1834,  $25.59 ;  for  1835,  $73.91 ;  for  1836,  $51.35 ;  for 
1837,  $121.21 ;  for  1838,  S114.15  ;  and  for  1839,  $118.05r 

Previous  to  the  enactment  of  the  general  school 
law  of  1834  it  was  the  custom  in  communities  which 
had  erected  school-houses  to  elect,  generally  in  the 
spring,  trustees  to  take  charge  of  the  school  interests. 
Thus  the  records  of  the  court  show  that  on  the  Iflth 
of  May,  1825,  no  trustees  having  been  elected  in 
North  Whitehall,  the  following  were  appointed  for 
that  purpose  by  the  court,  viz. .  Peter  Ruch,  to  serve 
for  one  year,  Peter  Gross,  Esq.,  for  two  years,  and 
j  George  Scheurer,  for  three  years.  The  first  full  board 
of  which  there  is  a  record  was  composed  of  Dr.  Wil- 
liam Kohler,  Dr.  H.  0.  Wilson,  Daniel  Seager,  Esq., 
Eev.  Joseph  S.  Dubbs,  and  David  Laury. 

After  the  acceptance,  in  the  year  1843,  of  the  pro- 
visions of  the  act  of  1834,  the  schools  attained  a 
degree  of  prosperity  and  discipline  they  had  not 
known  before.  More  and  better  school-houses  were 
built,  until  at  the  present  time  they  number  seven- 
teen, all  substantial  buildings  of  brick,  and  mostly  fur- 
nished with  modern  school  appliances.  These  accom- 
modate eight  hundred  and  two  children,  who  are 
divided  among  twenty  schools,  fourteen  of  which  are 
mixed  and  six  graded.  These  schools  are  generally 
named  after  the  localities  in  which  they  are  found/ 
and  follow  below,  with  the  teachers  in  charge  during 
the  winter  of  1883-84:  / 

Teach  ejx 

1.  Siefjersville R.  M.  Hennip^er. 

2.  Litzeuberger's,  near  Kerr.'s  Mill E.  G.  Giitli. , 

3.  Smuly  Peter's William  H.Semmels. 

4.  Scliiiecksville  (Primary) Miss  Aupk  A.  Mosser. 

5.  ;>elmeck8v)lle  (Secondary) Cliarle^A.  Kerechner. 

G,  Siuid  Spring J.  Gedrge  Kerschner. 

7.  Utiionvilie  (Primary) E.  D.  Rhoada. 

8.  Union ville  (Secondary) A»  M.  Kline. 

9.  Limg's,  or  Rerminger's <^.  F.  Kuder. 

0.  Diebert'B  Valley H.  S.  Bitter. 

11,  Rockdale L.  M.  Beidler. 

12,  Keek's H.  D.  Keck. 

l;j.  Lauiy's  A.  H.  Bieber. 

14.  Model,  or  Kern's H.  A.  Frantz. 

l.'i.  Sclit'idy'a 0.  B.  Kulins. 

16.  Biillietsville .,,:'. J.  M.  Moyer. 

17.  Irc.Mton  (Primary) 0.  E.  Frantz. 

18.  Inmton  (Secondary) ....J.  G.  Schuckcr. 

Ifl.  Coplay  Creek,  or  Rnchsville C.  D.  Werley. 

20.  Le van's Miss  Amelia  C.  Wotriug. 

The  school  board  for  the  year  1883  consisted  of 
Edwin  Kuntz  (president),  A.  W.  De  Long  (secretary), 
Wnioughby'Kloch  (treasurer),  A.  J.  Breder,  Dr.  A.  J. 
Erdman,  and  H.  P.  K.  Romich. 

The  ofBcial  records  of  the  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions 
of  Lehigh  show  the  following  to  have  been  elected 
school  directors : 


840.— Conrad  Kennel,  Isaac  Hermany. 

841.i_Charles  Weaver,  Simon  Hankey. 

842.— John  Sheirer,  VITilHam  Lentz. 

843,2— Joseph  Eberhard,  John  Miller. 

844, 1845, 1846, — No  returns  recorded. 

847. — David  I-aury,  Aaron  Kohler, 

848.— Stephen  Groff,  John  Schantz, 

849, — James  Ne-ivhard,  Aaron  Eisenhard, 

850,— Abraham  Netf,  David  Laury, 

851,— Stephen  Saeger,  Paul  Balliet, 

852.— A.  J,  G,  Dubbs,  Henry  Rockel,  Joseph  Newhard,  William  Leisen- 

ring, 
853,— Jolin  Romig,  William  Leisenring,  Martin  Seipel,  Abraham  Tellis. 
854,— Paul  Brown,  Joseph  Newhard. 
as[i  — ff,,  M  Kontz,  1V[<-Wnodring.  W.  J.  Keck,  B.  Kern, 
856,— Peter  Hendricks,  Simon  Kemerer, 
867,— Reuben  Saeger,  Jonathan  Schneck,  Owen  Komig. 

Franklin  P,  Mickley,  Daniel  Levan, 
859,- Moses  B,  Schaadt,  George  J,  Snyder,  Jr, 
860, — William  J.  Keck,  Joseph  Bberhard. 
861,— Josiah  Laury,  Thomas  Morgan. 
862,— Francis  Breinig,  D.  K,  Wotring, 
863,— David  Sheirer,  L.  A,  G,  Whartman, 
864,— Samuel  Sell,  Reuben  Cole, 
.865. — Moses  Heilman,  Bli  Hoffman, 
866,— Samuel  Miller,  Bdward  Kohler. 
867.— Edmund  Erdman,  William  Kisrier,  E,  Long, 
868, — John  Croll,  Nathan  Schneck. 
869, — Joseph  Keller,  William  Andrews,  Reuben  Steckel. 
.870, — 3-  A.  Brown,  John  Seiberling,  ^ — ^ 

,871, — Jeremiah  Kuntz,  Joel  Gross,  ^ — 

872, — Joseph  Keller,  A,  W,  De  Long,  Thomas  Bertsch, 
873,— Reuben  Stcckel,  William  Deibert, 
874, — Joel  Clauser,  Henry  Romig. 
875, — Joseph  Keller,  Josiah  Scheirer, 
876. — Hiram  Balliet,  George  Ross. 
877,— David  M,  Scheirer,  P,  P,  Brown, 
878, — William  Brown,  Francis  P,  Semmel, 
879, — Tilghman  Schneck,  John  Houser, 

880, — A,  De  Long,  David  Scheirer,  Eliae  Deibert,  Frank  P,  Brown. 
881.— WilloughbJ  Koch,  Allen  Brader. 
882t— .EdffiiiLK^^hns,  John  Hauser,  ■ —  " 

t,— Henry  BonTTg,  A,  w  ,  ue  Long, 
, — A,  C,  P,  Laury,  Dr,  A,  J,  Erdman,  Willoughby  Koch,  Joel  Clauser, 
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BAVID    LAURY. 

The  Laury  family  are  of  Scotch  lineage,  Michael 
Laury,  the  great-grandfather  of  David,  having  been  a 
native  of  Scotland.  He  married  Barbara  Goodshall, 
born  in  Wiirtemberg,  Germany,  and  with  his  wife 
emigrated  to  the  United  States  in  1756.  Among  their 
children  was  Godfrey,  born  November  22,  1756,  in 
Philadelphia,  and  married  April  4,  1781,  to  Susanna 
Rockel,  whose  son,  John,  the  father  of  David,  was  born 
September  12, 1784,  in  Lehigh  County,  and  married  in 
1804  to  Maria  Magdalena  Kuhns.  Their  son,  David, 
was  born  Junel,  1805,  in  Lehigh  County,  Pa.  He 
was  raised  as  a  farmer-boy,  his  schooling,  which  was 

1  In  this  year  there  were  seventy-^even  votes  cast  in  favor  of  the 
acceptance  of  the  common-school  \atv}  of  1834,  and  seventy-seven  votes 
against,  ,' 

2  In  this  year  eighty-six  votes  were  cast  for  having  common  schools, 
and  eighty  against,  resulting  in  the  township's  accepting  the  provisions 
of  the  act  of  1834. 
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in  German,  being  quite  limited.  After  attaining  a 
suitable  age  he  learned  the  blacksmith  trade,  and 
during  this  time  employed  his  leisure  hours  in  study 
and  reflection.  While  by  self-application  he  gained 
in  book-knowledge,  he  also  educated  himself  by  close 
observation,  judgment  of  men  and  things,  and  keen 
perceptions.  On  the  12th  of  August,  1827,  he  was 
married  to  Maria  Kline,  a  daughter  of  Jacob  Kline, 
of  Lowhill  township,  with  whom  he  lived  happily  for 
a  period  of  over  fifty  years,  and  during  which  time 
they  were  blessed  with  ten  children, — four  sons  and 
six  daughters, — of  whom  seven  survive.  In  the  year 
1832  he  moved  to  Laury's  Station,  then  called  Slate 
Dam,  and  there  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business 
in  copartnership  with  Messrs.  Rupp  &  Shifferstein. 
Later  on  the  firm  dissolved  partnership,  and  Mr. 
Laury  continued  the  business  on  his  own  account. 
Encouraged  by  his  well  doing,  and  believing  that  a 
grist-mill  was  a  need  in  that  section,  he  erected  one. 
The  enterprise  proving  a  success,  he  established  not 
only  a  business  reputation,  but  also  a  credit  which 
few  men  in  those  days  enjoyed.  In  company  with 
James  Newhard  he  at  the  same  time  held  the  agency 
of  the  Union  Slate  Company,  of  Baltimore,  Md.,  and 
did  so  well  that  in  the  year  1844  he  associated  with 
himself  Hon.  James  M.  Porter,  Samuel  Taylor, 
Thomas  Craig,  Sr.,  and  Robert  McDowell  in  the  slate 
quarrying  business  at  Kern's  Mill,  in  Washington 
township,  the  spot  now  known  as  Slatington.  His 
business  prospered  amazingly,  and  when  yet  a  young 
man  he  manifested  an  interest  in  politics.  He  also 
connected  himself  with  the  military  companies  of 
the  county  when  the  volunteer  organization  was  a 
power,  and  afterwards  held  various  commissions  from 
captain  to  major-general.  Being  a  warm  Democrat, 
his  military  association  led  him  to  an  active  partici- 
pation in  the  politics  of  the  county,  and  gradually  he 
acquired  considerable  influence  in  his  party,  and  ulti- 
mately shared  its  honors. 

In  1846  he  was  nominated  for  the  Assembly  by  his 
party  for  the  legislative  district  then  composed  of  Le- 
high and  Carbon,  the  district  being  entitled  to  two 
members  jointly,  the  Democrats  of  Carbon  having  at 
the  same  time  put  in  the  field  Peter  Bowman.  Mr. 
Laury  was,  however,  defeated.  In  1850  he  was  re- 
nominated for  the  Legislature,  and  elected,  and  so 
also  in  the  years  1861-53,  in  each  instance  contrary  to 
his  own  wishes,  and  without  opposition.  In  1856  he 
was  elected  Presidential  elector  of  the  district,  and 
on  the  electoral  college  meeting  at  Harrisburg,  on 
December  3d  of  that  year,  he  was  present  and  recorded 
his  vote  for  James  Buchanan  for  President  of  the 
United  States.  In  1853  he  was  appointed  postmaster 
at  Laury's  Station,  and  held  the  position  until  after 
the  inauguration  of  Abraham  Lincoln.  A  year  later 
he  was  reappointed  to  the  position,  without  his  con- 
sent, by  the  very  party  that  had  charged  him  with 
disloyalty,  and  reaccepting  the  commission  forwarded 
he  held  the  position  until  his  death.     In  1865  he  was 


elected  justice  of  the  peace  of  his  township,  and  in 
1867  was  appointed  by  the  courts  of  Lehigh  and 
Northampton  to  represent  the  district  in  the  Board 
of  State  Revenue  Commissioners  for  adjusting  the 
amount  of  taxation  to  be  raised  in  the  different  sec- 
tions and  counties  in  the  State.  In  1868  he  was 
elected  associate  judge  of  the  courts  of  the  county, 
and  five  years  later,  after  the  expiration  of  his  term, 
was  re-elected  to  the  same  position.  In  1855  he 
was  appointed  express,  freight,  ticket,  and  station  - 
agent  at  Laury's  by  the  Lehigh  Valley  Railroad  Com- 
pany, and  held  the  position  until  his  death. 

In  1870  Mr.  Laury  was  elected  president  of  the 
North  Whitehall  Loan  and  Building  Association, 
which  he  carried  successfully  through  in  less  than  nine 
years.  In  the  year  1838  he  and  Robert  McDowell 
established  a  Sunday-school,  known  as  the  Slate- 
Quarry  Sunday-school.  It  was  at  first  exclusively 
English,  though  the  exercises  were  later  conducted  in 
English  and  German.  It  was  the  first  Sunday-school 
projected  in  Lehigh  County  outside  of  AUentown,  and 
Mr.  Laury  maintained  his  love  for  the  cause  to  the 
end  of  his  days,  having  at  the  time  of  his  death  been 
the  superintendent  of  the  St.  John's  Sunday-school 
near  his  own  home.  In  the  year  1844  he  was  fore- 
most in  having  the  common-school  system  adopted  by 
his  township,  and  aided  in  overcoming  a  strong  and 
violent  opposition  to  it.  He  was  elected  one  of  the 
directors  of  the  first  school  board  chosen,  and  being 
made  its  treasurer,  he  retained  the  position  for  six 
years  successively.  In  1872  he  was  made  one  of  the 
building  committee  of  St.  John's  Church,  and  gave 
much  valuable  assistance  to  the  furtherance  and  com- 
pletion of  the  project.  He  also  manifested  great  in- 
terest in  the  projection  of  the  Lehigh  Valley  Rail- 
road. He  was  called  to  discharge  many  responsible 
trusts,  and  in  every  one  proved  faithful  to  the  letter. 
His  career  was  interesting  and  extended.  Perhaps 
no  citizen  of  the  county  had  more  influence  in  public 
affairs  during  his  life  than  he.  In  the  Democratic 
party  of  the  county  he  was  when  in  his  best  years  a 
power, — his  reputation,  sagacity,  intelligence,  and 
force  of  character  giving  him  an  influence  that  did 
much  to  shape  its  character  and  policy.  He  possessed 
enormous  energy,  and  wonderful  activity.  He  was  a 
born  leader  of  men.  His  magnificent  physical  pro- 
portions and  the  dignity  of  his  appearance  gave  him 
a  hold  upon  other  men  which  rendered  the  task  of 
directing  them  comparatively  easy.  He  was  a  man 
of  decided  convictions  and  of  great  courage.  He  did 
not  believe  in  concealing  his  convictions  for  policy's 
sake.  He  never  hesitated  between  two  opinions. 
His  personal  welfare  was  never  for  a  moment  taken 
into  consideration.  That  a  thing  was  right  was  enough 
to  commend  it  to  his  hearty  support.  That  a  certain 
policy  was  wrong  was  sutficient  to  command  his  in- 
stant and  unrelenting  opposition.  While  In  the  Leg- 
islature he  stood  pre-eminent  among  the  public  men 
of  this  State  for  the  peculiar  straightforwardness  of 


538 


HISTORY   OP   LEHIGH    COUNTY,  PENNSYLVANIA. 


his  views,  for  the  tenacity  with  which  he  stood  hy 
them  after  having  arrived  at  a  conclusion,  and  for  his 
unswerving  fidelity  to  the  doctrines  of  the  Democratic 
party.  A  man  well  informed  on  public  matters,  he 
was  notable  for  his  interest  in  debate,  and  for  the  un- 
mistakable directness  of  his  arguments.  He  was 
characterized  by  quick  perception,  an  excellent  mem- 
ory for  facts,  and  an  unusual  correctness  of  judgment. 
He  lived  emphatically  a  blameless  life,  whether  as  a 
private  citizen  or  as  a  public  oiBcial.  His  religious 
convictions  were  as  strong  as  his  political  convictions. 
He  felt  a  deep  interest  in  the  welfare  of  his  church, 
and  was  ever  ready  to  give  his  time  and  means  for  its 
advancement.  He  was  a  man  of  genial,  sociable  dis- 
position, formed  strong  attachments  toward  his  friends 
and  neighbors,  and  possessed  those  estimable  qualities 
which  endeared  him  to  all  classes.  He  was  wonder- 
fully liberal  in  his  gifts  to  every  deserving  cause, 
but  for  doubtful  objects  he  had  nothing.  He  loved 
truth  and  manliness.  He  hated  falsehood,  humbug, 
and  cowardice.  He  was  not  a  man  to  regard  with 
complacency  anything  which  savored  of  evil.  Dubi- 
ous or  immoral  projects  were  always  sure  of  his  unre- 
lenting hostility.  But  those  movements  which  had 
for  their  object  the  advancement  of  religion  and  the 
benefit  of  humanity  could  always  count  upon  his  sub- 
stantial aid. 

The  death  of  Mrs.  Laury  occurred  March  12,  1878. 
From  this  great  loss  Mr.  Laury  never  fully  recovered. 
\His  death  followed  that  of  his  wife  on  the  28th  of 
September,  1883,  in  his  seventy-ninth  year. 


PAUL    BALLIET. 

The  family  of  Balyards  were  of  French  extraction 
and  flourished  as  warriors  and  statesmen  in  France, 
England,  and  later  in  Germany.  During  the  seven- 
teenth century  there  lived  a  branch  of  this  family  in 
the  province  of  Alsace,  on  the  Ehine,  of  whom  a 
descendant  known  as  Paulus  Balliet  was  born,  in  the 
year  1717.  At  the  age  of  twenty-one  he,  with  many 
other  Huguenots,  was  compelled  to  flee  from  the  re- 
ligious persecution  which  followed  the  revocation  of 
the  Edict  of  Nantes.  He  embarked  for  America  on 
the  10th  of  September,  1738,  and  located  in  Lehigh 
(then  Northampton)  County,  Pa.  He  married  Maria 
Magdalena  Wotring,  who  was  born  in  1727  in  the 
province  of  Lorraine,  France.  His  death  occurred 
in  1777,  and  that  of  his  wife  in  1802.  Both  are 
buried  in  Whitehall  township.  Their  children  are 
five  sons— Jacob,  Nicholas,  Stephen,  John,  and  Paul 
—and  four  daughters,— Catherine,  Susan,  Eva,  and 
Magdalena.  Stephen  Balliet  was  born  in  1753.  He 
was  by  occupation  a  merchant,  and  active  in  public 
nffaira  as  member  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
at  Harrisburg  in  1789-90,  and  as  United  States  rev- 
enue- collector  for  the  Second  District  of  Pennsyl- 
vania.    Tradition  relates  that  he  was  also  a  Revolu- 


tionary patriot.  He  married  Magdalena  Burkhalter 
(then  spelled  Burgalter),  born  in  1766,  and  had  two 
sons,— Stephen  and  Joseph.  Mr.  Balliet  died  in 
1821,  and  his  wife  in  1805.  Their  son,  Stephen,  was 
born  Oct.  27,  1781,  and  married,  Jan.  22,  1804,  to 
Susan,  daughter  of  Conrad  Ihrie,  of  Easton,  Pa., 
whose  birth  occurred  Oct.  7,  1784.  Their  eleven 
children  were  Stephen,  Susan,  Stephen  (2d),  Paul, 
Aaron,  Maria,  George,  John,  Charles,  Sabina,  and 
Caroline.  The  death  of  Mr.  Balliet  occurred  in  1854, 
and  that  of  his  wife  in  1852.  Their  son,  Paul,  the  sub- 
ject of  this  biographical  sketch,  was  born  on  the  11th 
of  May,  1811,  in  Whitehall  township,  at  the  hamlet 
known  as  Ballietsville,  where  the  years  of  his  youth 
were  spent.  His  education  was  chiefly  obtained  at 
home,  with  later  advantages  at  Easton,  Pa.  On  re- 
turning from  the  latter  place  he  assumed  charge  of  a 
store  in  Heidelberg  township,  which  he  managed  in 
connection  with  a  furnace  belonging  to  his  father,  and 
remained  several  years  thus  employed.  Preferring  the 
life  of  a  farmer  to  the  sedentary  employment  of  a 
merchant,  he  cultivated  his  father's  farm,  of  which  he 
later  became  owner  by  purchase.  He  has  continued 
the  labors  of  an  agriculturist  from  that  time  to  the 
present.  In  connection  with  his  brothers,  Aaron  and 
John,  he  subsequently  embarked  in  mining  enter- 
prises in  North  Whitehall  township,  which  interest 
he  still  retains.  At  a  later  day  he  became  and  is  still 
a  stockholder  in  a  furnace  at  Coplay  in  the  vicinity 
of  his  home.  Mr.  Balliet  was  married  to  Sarah, 
daughter  of  Peter  Moyer,  of  North  Whitehall  town- 
ship, whose  surviving  children  are  Paul  E.,  Sabina 
(Mrs.  James  D.  Schall),  Josephine  (Mrs.  Harry  H. 
Trumbower),  Catherine  (Mrs.  David  Kline)  Ella  M., 
and  Amanda  M.  (Mrs.  James  Roney).  Mrs.  Balliet 
died  Feb.  11,  1869,  and  Mr.  Balliet  was  married  a 
second  time  (on  the  20th  of  May,  1878),  to  Mrs. 
Kate  Emery,  daughter  of  John  Haines.  In  politics 
Mr.  Balliet  is  a  Republican,  and  has  served  as 
county  commissioner,  though  the  excitement  attend- 
ing active  political  life  is  not  congenial  to  his  tastes. 
He  is  a  supporter  and  member  of  the  German  Reformed 
Church  of  LTnionville. 


SAMUEL  A.  BROWN. 
Adam  Brown,  the  grandfather  of  Samuel  A.,  wa.s 
descended  from  German  ancestry  and  a  native  of 
Northampton  Covmty,  from  whence  he  removed  to 
Lehigh  County.  He  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Margaret  Spait,  whose  son,  Paul,  born  on  the  24th  of 
February,  1807,  in  Northampton  County,  resided  in 
North  Whitehall  township,  Lehigh  Co.  He  married 
Miss  Maria  Wotring,  of  the  same  county  and  town- 
ship, and  had  children,— Elizabeth,  Samuel  A.,  Ste- 
phen P.,  Kittle  Ann,  Louisa  R.,  P.  Franklin,  and 
Hiram  Evan,  of  whom  five  survive.  Samuel  A.  was 
born  Oct.  2, 1833,  in  North  Whitehall  township,  where 
his  boyhood  was  spent  upon  the  farm  of  his  father. 
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His  education  was  obtained  at  the  schools  in  the  im- 
mediate neighborhood  of  his  home  and  at  the  Allen- 
town  Seminary.  His  health  being  far  from  robust, 
necessitated,  for  a  period  of  several  years,  cessation 
from  active  labor,  though  he  was  eventually  able  to 
perform  the  duties  of  a  clerk  or  accouutilnt.  In  1862 
he  entered  the  army  as  first  lieutenant  of  the  One 
Hundred  and  Seventy-sixth  Regiment  Pennsylvania 
Volunteers,  and  remained  in  the  service  eight  months, 
when  ill  health  compelled  him  to  relinquish  his  com- 
mission. He  then  became  an  employ^  of  the  Iron- 
ton  Railroad  Company,  where  he  remained  for  three 
years,  performing  the  active  duties  of  his  position. 

Mr.  Brown  was  in  1868  married  to  Miss  Amanda 
M.,  daughter  of  Stephen  Graff,  of  North  Whitehall 
township.  He  was  before  his  marriage,  and  is  still, 
engaged  in  mining  in  North  Whitehall  township, 
having,  in  connection  with  his  brother,  leased  the 
iron-ore  beds  from  the  estate  of  his  father.  He  has 
encouraged  also  a  taste  for  agriculture,  and  devotes  a 
portion  of  his  time  to  farming,  bringing  to  bear 
in  this,  as  in  other  employments,  both  intelligence 
and  enterprise.  He  is  in  his  political  associations  a 
pronounced  Democrat,  and  has  served  as  justice  of 
the  peace  and  school  director  of  the  township.  He 
was  formerly  associated  with  the  Allentown  National 
Bank  as  a  director.  Mr.  Brown,  with  a  view  to  the 
benefits  arising  from  travel  and  change  of  scene,  in 
1880,  made  the  tour  of  Germany,  Austria,  France, 
and  Belgium,  and  experienced  much  benefit  from  the 
journey.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Lutheran  Church, 
though  also  a  supporter  of  the  German  Reformed 
Church,  with  which  Mrs.  Brown  is  connected. 


''December,  1874,  to  Miss  Catherine,  daughter  of  Peter 
Hendricks,  of  Union  County.  Their  children  are 
Virginia  Ann,  Hattie,  and  Bessie.  Mr.  Sieger  has 
been  an  important  factor  in  the  politics  of  his  county 
and  a  zealous  exponent  of  the  principles  of  his  party. 
As  a  Democrat  he  was  elected  in  1880  to  the  State 
Legislature,  and  by  a  loyal  constituency  re-elected  to 
the  same  position  in  1882,  serving  on  the  Committees 
on  Printing,  Ways  and  Means,  Constitutional  Reform, 
and  City  Passenger  Railroads,  and  Mining.  He  is  a 
Lutheran  in  his  religious  faith,  and  a  member  of  the 
Jordan  Lutheran  Church.  He  is  connected  with  the 
order  of  Masonry  as  member  of  Lehigh  Lodge,  No. 
326,  of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons. 


AMANDES    SIEGER. 

Samuel  Sieger,  the  grandfather  of  Amandes  Sieger, 
was  by  birth  a  Prussian.  Among  his  children  was  a 
son,  Samuel,  born  in  Siegersville,  Lehigh  Co.,  where 
he  resided  during  his  whole  life.  He  married  Miss 
Hattie  Guth,  of  Guthville,  Lehigh  Co.,  and  had  chil- 
dren,—Edwin,  Tilghman,  John,  Josiah,  Lewis  L., 
and  Amandes.  The  last  named  was  born  at  Siegers- 
ville, on  the  24th  of  April,  1840,  where  his  early 
youth  was  spent.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  his  educa- 
tion was  continued  at  Allentown,  and  subsequently 
at  the  Mount  Holly  Academy,  Mount  Holly,  N.  J. 
After  some  time  spent  in  travel,  he  located  at  the 
place  of  his  birth  as  a  coal  and  lumber  mer^jhant,  and 
continued  this  pursuit  for  four  years,  when  he  again 
gratified  his  taste  for  travel.  Having,  together  with 
his  brothers,  an  interest  in  ore-beds,  he  engaged  in 
the  mining  of  iron  ore,  which  is  still  continued,  to- 
gether with  the  mining  and  manufacturing  of  slate 
for  roofing  purposes  at  Tripoli,  Lynn  township,  where 
be  is  president  of  the  Tripoli  Slate  Company.  Mr. 
Sieger  also  for  a  brief  period  embarked  in  the  grain 
and  coal  business.     He  was  married  on  the  26th  of 


STEPHEN  P.  BUOWN. 
Stephen  P.  Brown,  the  grandson  of  Adam  and 
Margaret  Spait  Brown,  and  the  son  of  Paul  and 
Maria  Wotring  Brown,  was  born  July  19,  1835,  in 
North  Whitehall  township.  The  neighboring  school 
afforded  him  the  rudiments  of  learning,  and  Allen- 
town Seminary  later  enrolled  his  name  among  its 
pupils.  At  the  age  of  seventeen  he  learned  the  trade 
of  carpenter  and  that  of  mining  engineer,  finding 
employment  for  five  years  in  this  counection  with  the 
Ironton  Railroad  Company.  On  his  removal,  at  the 
expiration  of  this  period,  to  Allentown,  he  engaged 
with  Barber  &  Co.  as  a  builder  of  mining  machinery 
and  a  pattern-maker.  Three  years  after  he  entered 
the  establishment  of  William  F.  Mosser  &  Co.  in  the 
same  capacity.  He  subsequently  erected  much  of  the 
machinery  for  the  slate-quarries,  and  was  also  occu- 
pied in  the  superintendence  of  the  Brown  Iron  Mine, 
owned  by  his  father's  estate.  In  1879,  Mr.  Brown 
returned  to  the  homestead,  made  it  his  permanent 
home,  and  has  since  teen  interested  in  the  cultivation 
and  improvement  of  the  land  embraced  witbin  its 
area.  He  was  married  in  1859  to  Miss  Elmina, 
daughter  of  Thomas  Ruch,  of  North  Whitehall  town- 
ship, whose  children  are  Edward  S.,  Laura  C,  Annie 
C,  and  Elmer  J.,  living,  and  Hiram  T.,  Wilson  P., 
and  Lizzie,  deceased.  Mr.  Brown  affiliates  with  the 
Democracy  in  politics,  though  neither  his  tastes  nor 
his  life  of  ceaseless  activity  have  encouraged  partici- 
pation in  the  busy  scenes  attending  public  life.  He 
is  in  religion  a  Lutheran,  and  member  of  the  church 
of  that  denomination  at  Egypt. 


CHAPTER    XXXV.i 

SOUTH  WHITEHALL   TOWNSHIP. 

This  township  is  in  the  centre  of  Lehigh  County. 
It  has  the  shape  of  a  rhombus,  with  its  angles  lying 
in  the  direction  of  the  points  of  the  compass.     It  is 

1  By  Rev.  F.  K.  Berud. 
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bounded  on  the  northwest  by  North  Whitehall,  on  the 
northeast  by  Whitehall,  on  the  east  by  the  city  of 
Allentown,  southeast  by  Salisbury  township,  and  on 
the  southwest  by  the  townships  of  Upper  and  Lower 
Macungie.  Its  greatest  length  is  the  diagonal  from 
west  to  east,  which  is  about  seven  miles.  The  north 
and  south  diagonal  is  six  miles  long.  It  contains 
eighteen  thousand  five  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of 
land.  With  the  exception  of  Huckleberry  Ridge, 
which  runs  east  and  west  for  about  four  miles,  the 
surface  is  nearly  level.  The  soil  is  generally  fertile. 
The  greater  portion  of  the  township  is  in  a  high  state 
of  cultivation. 

The  township  is  watered  by  two  streams  or  creeks, 
— the  Jordan  and  the  Cedar.  The  former  runs  through 
the  northern  portion  of  the  township  from  west  to 
east,  and  furnishes  power  for  one  grist-mill  in  this 
township.  This  stream  is  very  wild  and  turbulent 
some  seasons  of  the  year,  overflowing  its  banks  and 
carrying  along  everything  in  its  way ;  at  other  seasons 
it  is  perfectly  dry.  Hence  it  is  very  unreliable  for 
manufacturing  purposes, — the  grist-mills  generally 
require  steam-power  during  certain  parts  of  the  year. 
It  is  gradually  decreasing  in  its  volume  of  water. 
Cedar  Creek  runs  from  west  to  east  across  the  south- 
ern portion  of  the  township.  It  has  its  source  just 
across  the  boundary  line  in  Upper  Macungie.  There 
we  find  a  large  spring,  which  has  a  sufficient  power 
to  run  a  grist-mill  only  a  few  hundred  yards  from  its 
fountain.  Cedar  Creek  is  a  very  remarkable  stream. 
"  Its  volume  appears  invariable  in  wet  or  dry  weather. 
It  never  freezes,  and  the  grass,  which  grows  to  the 
water's  edge,  appears  green  all  seasons,  and  is  always 
uncovered,  the  water  dissolving  the  snow  as  it  falls." 

Early  Settlements. — At  the  organization  of  North- 
ampton County,  in  March,  1752,  the  territory  which 
is  now  South  Whitehall  was  included  in  that  portion 
of  land  known  as  the  "  back  parts  of  Macungie,"  or 
"  the  Heidelberg  District."  By  referring  to  the  his- 
tory of  old  "  Whitehall  township,"  which  included  the 
present  Whitehall,  and  North  and  South  Whitehall 
townships,  there  will  be  found  much  matter  which 
bears  upon  the  early  settlers  of  this  township.  An 
assessment- roll  given  there  also  contains  the  names  of 
those  who  were  living  within  the  limits  of  this  town- 
ship at  that  time  (1781).  Among  the  settlers  who 
then  came  to  this  township,  and  of  whom  we  have 
obtained  accounts,  we  would  mention  the  following: 

One  of  the  earliest  tracts  of  land  purchased  in  this 
township  was  by  Nicholas  Kern.  He  took  out  war- 
rants for  lands  Dec.  3, 1735,  and  Oct.  28,  1737.  Some 
of  these  lands  he  sold  to  Laurence  Good  (or  Lorenz 
Guth),  Feb.  27,  1739.  He  afterwards,  Nov.  24,  1737, 
and  March  16,  1738,  warranted  lands  on  the  south 
side  of  the  Blue  Mountains,  now  Slatington.  There  he 
settled  and  died  in  1747.  A  portion  of  his  large  fam- 
ily settled  at  his  home  south  of  the  Blue  Mountains, 
and  others  on  lands  he  retained  in  this  township.  In 
the  year  1783,  Jacob  Kern,  son  of  Nicholas,  was  in 


possession  of  tracts  of  land  known  as  "  Kern's  Folly,'' 
"  Kernsburg,''  and  "  Delay."  A  part  of  these  lands 
he  sold  to  Peter  Meyer  (or  Moyer).  This  land  lies  in 
North  Whitehall  and  in  the  northeastern  part  of  this 
township.  Mechanicsville  lies  on  a  part  of  it.  In 
1819,  Peter  Meyer  sold  one  hundred  and  twelve  acres 
to  his  son,  Peter,  who  resided  in  North  Whitehall, 
where  Henry  Lazarus  now  lives.  Simon  Moyer,  a 
son  of  Peter,  now  lives  at  Meyersville,  and  kept  the 
hotel  on  the  property  to  within  a  few  months.  It  is 
now  kept  by  his  son.  In  1852,  Simon  Meyer  bought 
it  from  George  Gangwere.  Peter  Kern,  whose  sketch 
comes  later,  is  not  known  to  have  been  related  with 
this  family. 

Lorenz  Good  (or  Guth)  was  a  native  of  Germany, 
and  came  to  this  country  prior  to  July  27,  1739.  On 
that  day  he  purchased  from  Nicholas  Kern  and  his 
wife,  Mary  Margaret,  three  tracts  of  land,  warrants 
for  which  had  been  granted  to  Mr.  Kern  Dec.  3, 1735, 
and  Oct.  28, 1737,  and  one  hundred  acres  Feb.  24, 1737. 
The  former  embraced  two  hundred  acres.  All  these 
tracts  lie  in  South  Whitehall.  These  tracts  were  pat- 
ented to  Lorenz  Guth  by  Thomas  and  Richard  Penn, 
proprietaries.  May  28, 1760.  On  June  12, 1741,  Guth 
took  out  a  warrant  again  for  forty-seven  acres.  This 
was  embraced  in  the  same  patent.  He  also  took  out 
a  warrant  for  other  lands  ;  the  date  of  one  was  Nov. 
1,  1749,  containing  forty-six  acres,  known  as  the 
"Guth's  Pleasure."  It  adjoined  the  lands  of  Peter 
Troxell  and  Nicholas  Kern.  On  the  10th  of  April, 
1755,  another  warrant  was  issued  to  him,  called  "The 
Spring."  It  contained  sixteen  acres,'  and  adjoined 
lands  owned  by  John  Weaver  and  Nicholas  Kern. 
Still  another  warrant  of  fifty  acres  is  dated  Oct.  23, 
1755.  It  is  called  "  Guth's  Delight,"  and  adjoined 
the  Reformed  Church  property.  These  lands  were 
patented  to  Guth  March  17,  1769,  and  Dec.  13,  1760. 
Aug.  12,  1793,  he  bought  of  Peter  Kohler  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty-three  acres.  By  the  year  1800, 
Lorenz  Guth  had  in  his  possession  nine  hundred  and 
ninety-six  acres  of  land. 

He  erected  the  house  in  which  his  great-great-grand- 
son, Elias  Guth,  now  resides.  Its  walls  are  two  feet 
thick,  with  small  windows.  Logs,  were  fitted  to  these 
and  made  so  as  to  wedge  in  tightly.  These  were  to  be 
used  in  case  of  attacks  by  Indians.  In  times  of  danger 
the  neighbors  used  to  gather  here.  An  acre  of  ground 
surrounding  this  house  was  inclosed  with  a  stone 
wall  two  feet  thick  and  seven  feet  high,  within  which 
the  cattle  were  kept.  It  is  not  known  whether  any 
attack  was  ever  made  upon  this  house.  The  time  of 
the  death  of  Lorenz  Guth,  Sr.,  is  not  known,  but  it 
must  have  been  after  the  year  1800,  for  in  that  year  a 
deed  was  given  by  him  to  his  son,  Lorenz.  In  this 
deed  are  also  mentioned  the  other  brothers,  Adam 
and  Peter.  As  far  as  we  know,  these  three — Lorenz, 
Adam,  and  Peter — were  his  only  sons. 

Lawrence  (or  Lorenz),  Jr.,  settled  on  the  homestead, 
where  Levi  now  resides.     His  sons  were  Lorenz  (3d), 
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Peter,  Daniel  L.,  Solomon,  Henry,  John,  and  Adam, 
besides  four  daughters.  Lorenz,  Jr.  (2d),  was  born 
in  1743,  was  married  twice,  the  first  time  to  Salome 
Dorenifen,  and  the  second  time  to  Marie  Dorenifen. 
He  died  in  1814. 

His  son  Lawrence  (3d)  lived  for  a  while  in  the 
neighborhood,  then  left  for  the  West.  Peter,  another 
son  of  Lorenz  (2d)  settled  on  a  part  of  the  homestead. 
He  left  a  numerous  progeny,  of  whom  Charles  is  the 
only  one  in  this  township.  Daniel  L.,  another  son  of 
the  same,  was  born  in  1787,  and  died  in  1837.  His 
son,  Levi,  lives  at  present  on  the  other  old  homestead. 
Edward  and  Sylvester  are  also  sons,  and  live  at  pres- 
ent in  the  township.  Henrj',  still  another  son  of 
Lorenz  (2d),  also  settled  and  died  in  the  township. 
Mr.  Calvin  Guth,  now  living  in  the  township,  is  one 
of  his  sons.  Another  son,  Horace,  lived  in  Upper 
Macungie.  John,  also  a  son  of  Lorenz  (2d),  settled 
on  a  part  of  the  original  tract,  and  died  there.  His 
grandchildren  reside  in  Saegersville  and  Allentown. 

The  rest  of  the  sons  of  Lorenz  (2d)  either  died 
young  or  else  moved  out  of  the  State.  This  closes 
the  account  of  the  progeny  of  Lorenz  (2d). 

Adam,  a  brother  of  Lorenz  (2d),  or  son  of  Lorenz, 
Sr.,  settled  at  or  near  Guthsville.  His  children  were 
Joseph,  Henry,  George,  Daniel  A.,  John,  Jonas, 
Peter,  Emmeline. 

The  family  of  Joseph  is  scattered  and  lost.  Henry 
had  a  son,  Aai-on,  and  daughter,  Melinda,  who  mar- 
ried Daniel  Stettler.  George  married  Lydia,  daughter 
of  Daniel  Guth  ;  two  daughters  were  born  to  them. 
Daniel  A.,  born  in  1787,  and  died  in  1861,  had  three 
sons,  Manasses,  Ephraim,  and  Benjamin  ;  the  former 
lives  on  his  father's  place.  John,  born  1784,  has  a 
son,  Gideon,  who  lives  in  Wennersville.  The  rest 
have  no  descendants  in  the  township.  This  closes 
the  history  of  the  Guth  family. 

Before  1743  Caspar  Wistar  was  in  possession  of 
seven  hundred  and  thirty-eight  acres  of  land  and  six 
per  cent,  allowance.  This  land  lay  in  what  is  now 
Whitehall,  North  Whitehall,  and  South  Whitehall. 
In  the  same  year  he  sold  to  Peter  Troxell  two  hundred 
acres:  in  May,  1792,  he  sold  to  Peter  Kern  three 
hundred  and  eighty  acres,  and  in  May,  1798,  he  sold 
of  the  remainder  of  his  tract  one  hundred  and  eighty- 
eight  acres,  to  Godfrey  Haga.  The  Troxell  land  is 
situated  in  Whitehall  and  South  Whitehall,  and  is 
still  owned  by  the  family.  The  old  house  built  by 
Peter  Troxell  in  1744  still  stands.  A  further  account 
of  this  family  belongs  to  the  history  of  Whitehall. 
The  land  bought  by  Peter  Kern  lies  in  South  and 
North  Whitehall.  A  portion  of  it  is  now  owned  by 
Jeremiah  Kern,  a  grandson  of  Peter.  The  tract  pur- 
chased by  Godfrey  Haga  was  in  1804  bought  by  Sam- 
uel Sieger,  of  Siegersville,  and  is  now  owned  by  the 
descendants. 

Jacob  Henninger,  the  first  of  the  Henninger 
family  living  in  this  section,  was  born  in  Alsace, 
Germany,  in  1739,  came  to  this  country  in  his  youth. 


and  was  in  his  sixteenth  or  seventeenth  year  already 
one  of  the  soldiers  who  went  to  the  relief  of  the  mis- 
sionaries who  had  settled  at  Gnadenhutten  (now 
Lehighton).  He  helped  to  garrison  Fort  Allen 
(Weissport)  in  1756.  He  subsequently  purchased 
the  tract  of  land  on  which  Peter  Wenner  now  lives. 
He  married  Catharine  Kemmel,  of  Berks.  He  died 
Sept.  22,  1823,  aged  eighty-four  years.  She  survived 
him  many  years,  and  died  in  1839,  aged  seventy-nine 
years.  He  had  five  sons, — Jacob,  John  George,  Dan- 
iel, Christian,  and  John.  Jacob,  the  eldest,  settled 
where  his  son,  Tilghman,  now  lives.  He  had  eight 
sons  and  one  daughter,— Jonathan,  Jacob,  Elias, 
Reuben,  Tilghman,  Charles,  Moses,  Franklin,  and 
Annie  (now  Mrs.  Christian  Housman.)  They  all, 
with  the  exception  of  Jonathan  and  Moses,  settled  in 
this  township.  Jonathan  removed  to  Whitehall  and 
died  in  1884,  and  Moses  lives  in  Saucon.  John 
George,  the  second  son  of  Jacob,  Sr.,  settled  at  Wen- 
nersville, where  Gideon  Guth  now  lives.  He  married 
Catharine  Meyer,  who  was  born  in  1784,  and  died  in 
1848.  Their  children  were  three  daughters,  who  are 
now  Mrs.  Jonathan  Wisser,  Mrs.  Elis  Schearer,  and 
Mrs.  Joel  Scheirer. 

Daniel,  the  third  son  of  Jacob,  Sr.,  settled  on  a 
part  of  the  original  tract.  He  had  two  sons — 
Thomas  and  Daniel — and  one  daughter, — Lucinda 
(Mrs.  John  Albright).  All  settled  at  or  around  the 
old  homestead. 

Christian,  the  fourth  son  of  Jacob,  Sr.,  settled 
where  Elias  Henniger  now  lives.  His  children — 
Daniel,  John,  Peter,  Christian,  William,  Mrs.  Solo- 
mon Kline,  and  Mrs.  Marcks — left  this  township 
after  they  were  grown  up. 

The  last  son  of  Jacob,  Sr.  (John),  settled  on  the 
Daniel  Guth  farm,  now  owned  by  his  son,  Josiah. 
John,  known  as  Capt.  John  Henninger,  married 
Susanna,  daughter  of  Daniel  Guth.  She  died  in 
1884.  Their  children  were  Josiah  (of  whom  a  sketch 
appears  at  the  conclusion  of  this  chapter),  Zephaniah, 
Solomon,  J.  George,  Edwin,  and  Brigetta.  Zephaniah 
removed  to  Dauphin  County ;  Solomon  went  to  Clay- 
ton, Del. ;  J.  George  lives  on  a  portion  of  his  grand- 
father's tract ;  Edwin  resides  in  Allentown ;  and 
Brigetta  (now  Mrs.  Edwin  Heilman)  lives  in  the 
township,  near  the  old  home. 

Peter  Kern,  a  native  of  Germany,  came  to  this 
township  prior  to  1792.  He  bought.  May  21,  1792, 
three  hundred  and  eighty  acres  of  land  on  the  north 
bank  of  the  Jordan,  above  Cross-Keys,  of  Caspar 
Wistar.  He  built  a  house  below  the  present  farm  of 
Jeremiah  Kern,  his  grandson.  He  had  seven  chil- 
dren, five  sons  and  two  daughters, — Peter,  Joseph, 
Jonas,  Daniel,  Thomas,  Julia  (Mrs.  Michael  Sieger), 
and  Sallie  (Mrs.  Herman). 

Peter  removed  to  Hamburg,  and  subsequently  to 
Philadelphia. 

Joseph  married  a  daughter  of  one  of  the  Romigs 
(near  Lehigh  Church),  settled  on  a  part  of  the  home- 
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stead  (two  hundred  and  one  acres),  which  he  bought 
of  his  father,  Dec.  8,  1813.  His  descendants  are 
living  in  the  township. 

Jonas  moved  to  Hamburg.  Dr.  Josiah  Kern,  of 
Siegersville,  is  a  son. 

Daniel  settled  at  Hamburg,  and  Thomas  moved  to 
North  Whitehall,  at  what  is  known  as  Kern's  Mills. 
Mrs.  Michael  Sieger  settled  in  Siegersville. 

Before  1800,  Peter  Dorney  bought  one  hundred  and 
fifty  acres  of  land  of  Peter  Ehler,  embracing  the  site 
of  Dorneysville.  A  hotel,  then  already  at  the  place, 
was  continued  by  him.  He  had  two  sons  and  two 
daughters, — John,  William,  Mrs.  Henry  Schantz,  and 
Kate,  who  remained  single.  John  moved  to  the  hotel, 
kept  it  for  some  time,  and  then  gave  it  into  other 
hands.  He  died  in  1871.  Since  the  time  he  left  the 
hotel  it  has  been  in  the  hands  of  John  Saeger,  Edwin 
Romig,  Edwin  Muse,  Willoughby  Kline,  Nathan 
Frederick,  and  (since  1877)  David  Gilbert.  John  had 
eight  children, — Daniel  D.  (who  lives  in  the  town- 
ship), Tilghman  H.  (of  Allentown),  Mary  (Mrs. 
James  A.  Saeger),  Lavinia ,  (Mrs.  Adam  Markle), 
Lydia  (Mrs.  Edwin  Romig),  Matilda  (Mrs.  Edwin 
Muse),  Sallie  A.  (Mrs.  Willoughby  Kline),  and  Eliza- 
beth (Mrs.  William  Root).  Mrs.  Saeger,  Mrs.  Markle, 
Mrs.  Romig,  and  Mrs.  Muse  reside  also  in  the  town- 
ship. 

William,  a  brother  of  John,  and  son  of  the  original 
Peter,  lived  on  the  homestead  farm,  and  died  in  1882. 

George  Wenner  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  the 
township.  He  is  said  to  have  bought  one  hundred 
and  twenty-six  acres  of  land  from  Lynford  Lardner. 
He  settled  and  died  at  what  is  now  Wennersville. 
He  had  four  sons  and  two  daughters, — George,  Wil- 
liam, John,  Jonathan,  Mrs.  Peter  Romig,  and  Mrs. 
Peter  Butz. 

William  settled  and  died  on  the  homestead.  He 
left  a  large  family,  of  whom  Reuben  remains  on  the 
old  home,  where  his  sons,  Thomas  and  George,  still 
live. 

Sarah,  daughter  of  William,  married  Gideon  Guth, 
and  remained  in  Wennersville,  where  he  still  lives. 
Lydia,  another  daughter,  became  the  wife  of  Levi 
Guth,  and  lives  in  the  township.  Solomon  lives  in 
Lower  Macungie,  and  the  rest  of  the  family  are  in 
Seneca  County,  Ohio. 

John,  a  son  of  George  and  brother  of  William,  set- 
tled on  land  adjoining  the  homestead.  He  (in  1837) 
bought  the  Jacob  Henninger  farm.  He  had  three 
sons, — Peter,  Charles,  and  Epliraim.  Peter  still  lives 
and  resides  in  the  township.  The  rest  are  in  other 
townships. 

Daniel  Guth  was  not  connected  with  the  original 
Lorenz  Guth  of  1739.  Nevertheless  he  was  an  early 
settler  in  this  township,  and  lived  on  the  property 
now  owned  by  Mr.  Josiah  Henninger.  He  erected 
the  stone  house,  which  still  stands  on  the  premises, 
in  1812,  having  many  years  previous  occupied  a  log 
house  near  the  site   of  the  present  stone  dwelling. 


His  daughter,  Susanna,  married  Mr.  John  Henninger, 
and  settled  on  the  old  place.  She  died  in  1884.  Dan- 
iel had  another  daughter,  Lydia,  who  became  the  wife 
of  George  Guth,  son  of  Adam.  They  also  settled  in 
the  township.     Daniel  left  no  male  heirs. 

Dec.  15,  1804,  Samuel  Sieger  bought  of  Andrew 
Beck  thirty-five  acres  of  the  original  Caspar  Wistar 
tract.  Later,  his  son,  George,  became  the  owner  of 
the  tract.  George  left  five  sons  and  three  daughters. 
The  sons  are  Nathan,  Ephraim,  William,  Owen,  and 
Franklin.  All  but  William  and  Franklin  settled  in 
the  township.  In  1862,  Ephraim  built  a  stone  grist- 
mill on  the  Jordan.  It  was  burned  down  in  1880, 
but  rebuilt  at  once.  Limestone  is  found  plentifully 
on  this  tract,  which  is  used  for  curbstones  and  lime. 

Michael  Snyder  came  from  Zweibriicken  in  1750, 
when  he  was  nine  years  old.  He  was  sold  for  his 
passage,  and  served  with  a  Mr.  Zimmerman,  near 
Kutztown,  Berks  Co.  In  1765  he  married  Miss  Eliza- 
beth Beaver,  and  moved  to  New  Tripoli.  He  served 
in  the  Revolution,  and  afterwards  bought  a  portion  of 
the  Wistar  tract,  near  Gulhsville,  this  township.  He 
died  at  the  age  of  ninety-one.  His  children  are 
George,  Peter,  Daniel,  and  Michael,  also  two  daugh- 
ters,— Mrs.  Solomon  Leukel  and  Mk.  Biege.  The 
children  of  George  are  George,  Jr.,  Michael,  Solomon, 
and  Peter.  George,  No.  2,  had  three  children, — ^John, 
George,  and  Delia.  John  remains  in  the  township  as 
the  sole  representative  of  this  large  family.  The  rest 
have  all  moved  to  other  parts  of  the  State. 

John  Griesemer  emigrated  from  Germany  in  1730. 
He  took  out  warrants  for  land  in  Bucks  County,  where 
he  settled.  Of  his  sons,  Abraham  settled  in  what  is 
now  South  Whitehall  before  1781.  In  1806  he  erected 
the  tavern  stand  now  at  Griesemerville,  which  he  kept 
many  years.  He  was  one  of  the  first  commissioners 
of  Lehigh  County  in  1812.  He  had  one  son,  Solomon, 
who  settled  on  the  homestead.  He  was  commissioner 
of  the  county  in  1835.  The  daughters  of  Abraham 
Griesemer  became  the  wives  of  Abraham  Bieber,  of 
Salisbury,  John  Reed,  John  Keep,  Jacob  SchoU,  and 
James  Gephart.  Solomon  died  in  1877,  aged  eighty- 
six  years,  and  had  five  sons  and  five  daughters,  of 
whom  Solomon  and  William  are  now  living.  Solomon 
rebuilt  the  tavern  in  1861,  and  kept  it  till  1877,  when 
his  son,  Alfred  Griesemer,  the  present  proprietor,  took 
possession. 

The  Troxell  family  settled  in  Whitehall  township, 
on  the.Coplay  Creek,  at  Egypt,  prior  to  1737.  John 
Troxell  obtained  a  warrant  dated  Oct.  28,  1737,  for  a 
tract  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  land,  which, 
by  non-compliance,  became  void.  Hans  Peter  Trox- 
ell obtained  a  warrant  for  the  same  tract  dated  Jan. 
26,  1743,  and  had  a  patent  issued  Nov.  28,  1748.  This 
tract  was  sold  to  Peter  Steckel,  by  deed  dated  May  13, 
1768.  Peter  Troxell  also  obtained  two  patents  dated 
Dec.  23,  1760,  for  two  adjoining  tracts  together  con- 
taining one  hundred  and  thirteen  and  three-quarter 
acres.     These  original  Troxell  tracts  are  now  cut  up 
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into  a  number  of  small  tracts,  and  owned  by  difierent 
parties. 

The  Troxell  family  settled  also  at  an  early  date  on 
the  Jordan  Creek,  in  what  is  now  South  Whitehall. 
In  1743,  Peter  Troxell'  bought  from  Caspar  Wistar  a 
tract  of  two  hundred  acres  of  land.  This  Peter  Trox- 
ell is  said  to  have  emigrated  to  this  country  at  the  age 
of  thirteen  years  with  his  father,  and  had  also  settled 
in  this  vicinity.  Peter  Troxell,  the  son  of  the  above- 
named  Peter,  was  born  March  28,  1751,  and  his  wife, 
Julia  Barbara,  was  born  May  5,  1758.  They  had 
nine  children,  to  wit:  John  was  born  Aug.  9,  1784; 
Daniel,  born  in  1786;  Peter,  in  1788;  Abraham,  Oct. 
18,  1789;  Magdalena,  Sept.  9, 1791 ;  Jacob,  June  25, 
1794;  Solomon,  Aug.  26,  1796;  Elizabeth,  June  12, 
1799;  Susannah, . 

John  settled  in  the  township,  on  the  Jordan,  and 
obtained  a  portion  of  his  father's  land.  Daniel  set- 
tled on  the  old  homestead,  where  he  lived  until  the 
time  of  his  death,  when  bis  son,  Daniel,  obtained  the 
farm,  where  he  lived  for  some  years,  and  subsequently 
sold  the  same  to  Michael  Minnich,  the  present  owner, 
and  moved  to  Allentown,  Pa.  Peter  also  obtained  a 
portion  of  his  father's  land,  where  he  settled.  Magda- 
lena was  married  to  Schadt,  and  moved  to  the 

Western  States.  Jacob  settled  in  Salisbury,  and  Solo- 
mon in  Northampton  County.  Susannah  was  inter- 
married with  George  Adam  Kemmerer,  and  settled  in 
Whitehall  township.  Among  the  sons  of  Peter  Trox- 
ell last  above  mentioned  is  Aaron  Troxell,  now  residing 
in  the  city  of  Allentown.  He  is  intermarried  with  An- 
geline  Jarret,  a  descendant  of  John  Jarret,  the  ances- 
tor of  the  Jarret  family  in  this  vicinity,  from  York- 
shire, England.  Aaron  Troxell  was  elected  treasurer 
of  Lehigh  County  in  1853,  and  held  the  office  for 
three  years. 

Organization  of  Township.— South  Whitehall, 
together  with  Whitehall  and  North  Whitehall,  origi- 
nally formed  Whitehall  township,  of  Northampton 
County.  A  petition  was  presented  to  the  January 
■term  of  Northampton  County  court  in  1810,  asking 
for  a  division  of  Whitehall  township.  The  court  ap- 
pointed George  Palmer,  John  Lerch,  and  Michael 
Snyder  to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  a  division, 
and  if  thought  advisable  to  divide  it.  This  committee 
made  a  report  in  November  of  the  same  year,  in  which 
they  declared  they  had  divided  the  township.  In  due 
course  of  time,  in  the  same  term  of  court,  it  was  de- 
clared that  the  township  be  divided  according  to  the 
report,  and  one  part,  lying  northward  of  the  division 
line,  is  named  North  Whitehall,  and  the  other  South 
Whitehall.  The  assessment-roll  for  the  township  was, 
however,  not  made  until  late  in  the  year  of  1812. 
The  following  constitutes  the  first  assessment-roll : 

ASSESSMENT-ROLL   FOR   1812. 
Peter  Albrecht.  Henry  Beek. 

Cbristiau  Acher.  Henry  BeeiT- 

David  Beery,  Jacob  Beery. 

Abraham  Butz.  Peter  Butz. 

Frederick  Braumiller.  Daniel  Butz. 


Peter  Butz. 
Solomon  Butz. 
Samuel  Brobst. 
Daniel  Brobat. 
Abraham  Blumer. 
Henry  Blumer. 
Henry  Burtz. 
Jacob  Bortz. 
John  Blllig. 
John  Bieber. 
Jacob  Brown. 
Adam  Droxsell. 
William  Dilman. 
John  Droxaell. 
Jacob  Droxsell. 
Daniel  Droxsell. 
Peter  Droxsell. 
Peter  Droxsell,  Sr. 
Peter  Droxael\. 
Adam  Dorney. 
Peter  Dorney, 
Adam  Dorney. 
John  Dorney. 

Laurence  Droxsell. 

Casper  Dick. 

Peter  Eberhard. 

Peter  Frantz. 

Michael  Freyman. 

Valentine  Fasold. 

John  Frey. 

Cliriatoph  Freyman. 

John  Flexer. 

Lawrence  Good. 

Peter  Good. 

George  Gangeware. 

Thomas  Gangeware. 

Solomon  Greisman. 

John  Gromer. 

Peter  Grimm. 

Abraham  Greiaemer. 

George  Glick. 

Daniel  Glick. 

Joiin  Glick. 

Daniel  Glick. 

Adam  Glick,  Sr. 

Adam  Glick. 

Henry  Glick. 

John  Glick.  ' 

Peter  Glick,  Sr. 

Peter  Glick. 

Adam  Glick. 

Henry  Glick. 

George  Henninger. 

Jacob  Hartman. 

George  Hill. 

Jacob  Hoffman. 

Adam  Heberly. 

Jacob  Hubler. 

Henry  Hoffman. 

Peter  Hoffman. 

John  Helfrich. 

Michael  Helfrich. 

Philip  Hammel. 

Jacob  Henninger, 

Frederick  Hill. 

Jacob  Hill. 

John  Hill. 

Joseph  Henry. 

Jacob  Henninger. 

Christian  F,  Henninger. 

Widow  Haman. 

Jacob  Herman. 

Jacob  Hartzell, 

Jacob  Jodder. 

Jacob  Jund. 

George  Jund. 

Daniel  Jund. 


Abraham  Jund. 
John  Junger. 
Gideon  Junger. 
Daniel  Stjhreiber. 
John  Koehler. 
Joseph  Kern. 
Peter  Kern. 

George  Adam  Kemmer. 
Jonathan  Knausa. 
Adam  Kolb. 
Henry  Kolb. 
Philip  Krach. 
Jeremiah  Kershner. 
George  Frederick  Knausa. 
Solomon  Knausa. 
George  Knauss. 
Philip  Kock. 
Gottlieb  Keiper. 
Nicholas  Kromer. 
Joseph  Lovan. 
George  Leibenguth. 
George  Meyer. 
Anthony  Musick. 
"William  Miller. 
Abraham  Miller. 
Henry  Mick  ley. 
Jacob  Mickley. 
Christian  Mickley. 
Peter  Mickley. 
Daniel  Miller. 
Peter  Marcka. 
Peter  Miller. 
Henry  Minck. 
Nicholas  Minck. 
Jacob  Manerer. 
Christoph  Mohr. 
Peter  Meyer,  Sr. 
Jacob  Meyer. 
George  Henry  Mertz. 
Henry  Mwrtz. 
Joseph  Mickley. 
Laurence  Neuhart. 
John  Neuhart. 
Peter  Neuhart. 
Frederick  Neuhart. 
Jacob  Neuhard. 
George  Neuhard. 
Daniel  Neuhard. 
Frederick  Paul. 
Casper  Peter. 
Widow  Rabenold. 
Peter  Kboada. 
Abraham  Rhoada. 
John  Rhoads. 
Godfrey  Rhoads. 
Daniel  Rhoada. 
George  Jacob  Rhoads. 
John  Rhoads,  Sr. 
Jacob  Rhoada. 
Peter  Rhoads. 
Henry  Reitz. 
Daniel  Rabenold. 
Nicholas  Rabenold. 
William  Rohn. 
Christian  Rutt. 
Peter  Reach. 
Leonard  Steininger. 
Abraham  Schneider. 
Leonhard  Steininger, 
Philip  Steininger, 
Philip  Schautz. 
George  Schneider, 
Peter  Schneider. 
Jacob  Schantz. 
Samuel  Seager. 
John  Schaad. 
Samuel  Sieger. 
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SimoD  Strauss. 
Peter  Seifried. 
Solomon  Seifried. 
Henry  Schneider. 
John  Scheuenboucli. 
Jacob  Schnerr. 
Abraham  Sterner.     , 
John  Smith. 
Adam  Swander  estate. 
Jacob  Swander. 
Adam  Swander,  Jr. 
Christian  Steininger. 
John  Stephan. 
Abraham  Sterner. 
Henry  Swander. 
John  Strauee. 
George  Strauss. 
John  Shiffert. 
Isaac  Stephen. 
James  Segreayes. 
Henry  Schoener. 
Ludwig  Sauerwine. 
Henry  Sterner. 


Michael  Sauerwine. 
John  Shiffert. 
John  Weider. 
George  Wenner,  Sr. 
George  Wenner. 
Nicholas  Wolf. 
Peter  Frantz,  Jr. 
George  Ueberroth. 
Henry  Rhoad. 
Michael  Weider. 
Peter  Derr. 
George  Shnyder. 
Adam  Sterner. 
Henry  Rhoad. 
Gustaf  Ibach. 
John  Kepp. 
Charles  Gangeware. 
John  Laudenslager. 
John  Hhoad. 
John  Knechel. 
Christian  Fenstermacher. 
Philip  Fenstermacher. 


Peter  Woodring. 
John  Swander. 
Henry  Dorney. 
Daniel  Knauss. 
Daniel  Troxell. 
Daniel  Good. 
Daniel  Good. 


Single  Freemen. 

Joseph  Good. 
George  Good. 
John  Good. 
John  Rhoad. 
Christian  Hoffman. 
John  Siegfried. 
Michael  Helfrich. 


At  a  later  period  severa]  attempts  were  made  to 
again  cut  the  two  Whitehall  townships  so  as  to  make 
three  out  of  them.  After  a  number  of  failures  to 
make  such  a  division,  the  petitioners  were  finally 
successful  in  1864.  Then  the  eastern  portion  of 
South  Whitehall  and  the  southeastern  portion  of 
North  Whitehall  were  detached  from  their  respective 
townships,  and  were  formed  into  the  township  of 
Whitehall.  When  Allentown  was  incorporated  into 
a  city  a  small  portion  of  the  eastern  corner  of  the 
township  was  again  separated  from  it  and  attached 
to  Allentown,  leaving  it  then  as  it  is  now  formed. 

Villages — CedarviUe, — The  site  of  Cedarville  was 
one  hundred  years  ago  in  possession  of  the  Knauss 
family.  In  1858,  James  A.  Seager  erected  a  brick 
hotel  at  the  place.  At  that  time  but  one  other  house, 
owned  by  Elias  Muse,  was  here  besides  the  Union 
Church  (Lutheran  and  Reformed).  A  grist-mill  was 
erected  by  one  of  the  Knausses  on  Cedar  Creek,  at 
Cedarville.  It  was  rebuilt  by  Charles  Mertz  in  1852. 
It  is  now  owned  by  Mr.  Lichtenwalter.  In  1852,  Mr. 
Mertz  owned  the  property  which  is  now  Cedarville. 
He  sold  to  Asa  Balliet  about  one  hundred  acres  and 
the  mill  for  thirty-two  thousand  dollars.  About  the 
year  1858,  Mr.  Mertz  laid  out  his  land  in  lots. 
These  lots  were  gradually  disposed  of,  and  Cedarville 
begun. 

A  store  was  started  in  1872  by  Solomon  Dorney. 
Two  years  later  it  passed  into  the  hands  of  his  son- 
in-law,  Hiram  0.  Weaver.  A  post-office  was  estab- 
lished in  1872.  Mr.  Dorney  became  the  first  post- 
master, and  Mr.  Weaver  has  held  the  same  since 
1874.    A  telegraph-office  was  opened  in  1878.    This 


neat  little  village  now  contains  about  twenty  dwell- 
ings. 

The  town  contains  two  churches.  The  older  is  a 
Union  Church  (Lutheran  and  Reformed).  This  con- 
gregation was  organized  in  1855.  It  is  a  daughter  of 
the  Jordan  congregation,  situated  about  three  or  four 
miles  west  of  the  village.  A  brick  building  was 
erected  in  1855,  at  a  cost  of  about  five  thousand  dol- 
lars. The  first  Lutheran  pastor  was  Rev.  Jeremiah 
Schindel.  He  was  succeeded  by  Rev.  William  Rath, 
who  was  again  succeeded  by  Rev.  O.  Leopold,  the 
present  pastor.  The  first  Reformed  pastor  was  Rev. 
Joseph  Dubbs.  He  was  followed  by  Rev.  Mr.  Fogel, 
the  present  pastor. 

The  other  church  was  built  of  brick,  in  1855,  at  a 
cost  of  about  three  thousand  dollars.  The  land  on 
which  it  stands  was  owned  by  Alexander  Knauss.  It 
is  of  the  Albright  Evangelical  persuasion.  It  belongs 
to  the  Lehigh  Circuit,  and  forms  a  charge  with  Texas, 
Macungie,  and  Wescosville. 

Crackersport. — This  tract  of  land  was  many  years 
ago  owned  by  John  Billig.  He  opened  a  tavern  and 
kept  it  for  several  years.  Later  it  fell  into  the  hands 
of  Jeremiah  Troxel  and  Joseph  Kelchner.  It  was 
then  discontinued.  A  store  was  opened  for  a  short 
time  by  Charles  and  William  Hittle.  Several  years 
ago  a  carriage-factory  was  erected,  and  it  is  still  in 
operation  by  Mr.  Staufier.  A  public  school-house,  a 
temperance  hall,  a  coach-factory,  and  ten  dwellings 
comprise  the  hamlet  of  to-day. 

South  Whitehall  Division,  No.  391,  Sons  of 
Temperance,  was  founded  in  1849.  The  original 
charter  members  were  Simon  Keck,  Ephraim  Rein- 
hard,  Solomon  Fries,  Josiah  Strauss,  Henry  Hertzel, 
Aaron  Kepp,  Benjamin  Moyer,  Alexander  Knauss, 
Gideon  Guth,  Daniel  Kerchner,  Jonas  Reinhard, 
William  Eisenhard,  Henry  Dannberger,  Edwin 
Acker,  John  Huber,  Joseph  Hammel,  and  Amos 
Fries.  This  organization  is  still  living,  gathers  into 
its  body  a  few  additional  members  from  time  to  time, 
and  has  at  one  time  been  very  energetic.  Its  build- 
ing at  Crackersport  was  erected  soon  after  its  organi- 
zation. 

Griesemerville.  —  In  1806,  Abraham  Griesemer 
built  a  tavern  at  this  place,  and  kept  it  for  many  years. 
His  son,  Solomon,  succeeded  him  until  1877,  when  it 
fell  into  the  hands  of  Alfred  Griesemer,  a  son  of 
Solomon.  He  is  still  the  proprietor.  A  tannery  was 
erected  in  1829,  by  Peter  Ludwig;  subsequently  it 
was  operated  by  his  sons,  Solomon  and  Charles.  At 
the  present  time  it  is  in  the  hands  of  William  Young, 
of  Allentown. 

GuthsviUe. — This  pleasant  little  village  was  settled 
by  Adam  Guth,  son  of  Lorenz,  Sr.,  about  1780.  His 
granddaughter,  Mrs.  Daniel  Stetler,  still  resides  in  the 
place.  She  is  about  the  only  representative  of  the 
Guth  family  still  living  here.  In  1782,  Michael 
Snyder  also  came  to  the  place.  Other  old  residents 
were  Henry  Guth  and Stetler.    Henry  Guth,  son 
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of  Adam,  erected  a  hotel  in  this  place  many  years  ago.  [ 
The  date  of  its  building  is  lost.     Some  thirty  years  i 
ago  this  old  hotel  was  torn  down,  and  the  present  iine 
brick  hotel  put  up.    This  was  in  1851.    The  old  hotel  j 
stood  farther  back.     The  present  proprietor  is  Jere- 
miah Klotz.   A  large  store-house  with  hall  was  erected 
in  1855.     The  first  blacksmith-shop  was  erected  in 
1852.     The  oldest  building  now  standing  in  the  place 
is  the  stone  dwelling-house  owned  by  Widow  Kern, 
and  occupied  by  Mr.  Diehl.     It  was  built  in  1830. 
At  present  the  town  contains  a  large  hotel,  a  store, 
three  blacksmith-shops,  machine-shop,  carriage-man- 
ufactory,  large    shoe-store,   post-oiBce    (Stetlersville 
post-office,  established  in  1888),  telegraph-office,  and 
about  thirty-flve  or  forty  dwellings. 

Mechanicsville. — This  town  is  situated  on  the 
northeastern  border  of  the  township.  It  contains  a 
hotel,  a  store,  two  carriage-shops,  and  seventeen 
dwellings.  About  the  year  1829,  John  Scheierer 
erected  the  first  house  at  this  place  on  a  part  of  the 
old  Peter  Moyer  tract.  It  was  a  log  house,  and  stood 
where  the  dwelling  of  Samuel  Troxell  now  stands. 
In  1850,  or  thereabouts,  John  Scheetz  erected  a  car- 
riage-factory, and  employed  a  number  of  hands.  He 
conducted  a  large  business.  From  the  number  of 
hands  (mechanics)  he  needed  in  his  business  the  place 
received  the  name  Mechanicsville.  Later  Paul 
Kratzer  opened  another  carriage-factory.  The  one  is 
now  owned  by  William  Eberwine,  and  the  other  by 
Henry  Albright.  In  1849,  John  Minnich  erected  the 
hotel  now  in  the  hands  of  John  E.  Overholt.  Min- 
nich also  soon  afterwards  opened  a  store ;  it  is  now 
kept  by  Henry  C.  Kelchner. 

Orefield. — The  land  oii  which  this  hamlet  is  sit- 
uated was  a  part  of  the  Peter  Kern  tract.  In  1813, 
Joseph  Kern,  a  son  of  Peter,  purchased  from  his 
father  two  hundred  and  one  acres.  He  erected  a 
brick  house,  which  is  still  standing.  This  dwelling 
passed  into  the  hands  of  Nicholas  Kramer,  and  later 
into  those  of  John  HoflTman.  The  last-named  gen- 
tleman changed  the  dwelling-house  into  a  hotel. 
Additional  houses  were  erected,  and  the  name  Hoff- 
mansville  given  the  place.  In  1859  the  hotel  was  sold 
to  Frank  C.  Balliet,  and  later  to  George  Keiser.  In 
1868  it  was  discontinued  as  a  hotel.  In  1872,  John 
Kuptz  bought  the  property,  and  at  once  opened  a 
hotel  again.  After  his  death,  in  1879,  it  went  into 
the  hands  of  his  sons,  Nathaniel  and  Edward.  They 
are  the  present  proprietors. 

In  1841  iron  ore  was  discovered  near  the  place  by 
Joseph  Kern,  on  land  of  George  Guth.  This  brought 
new  life  to  the  place.  At  the  same  time  the  name  of 
the  place  was  changed  from  Hoflfinansville  to  Ore- 
field.  A  post-office  was  also  established  near  the 
hamlet,  at  Siegersville,  and  the  name  Orefield  post- 
office  given  it.  To-day  the  hamlet  contains  a  hotel, 
a  carriage  manufactory,  and  some  eight  or  ten  dwell- 
ings. 

Walbert's  Station. — This  village  grew  up  in  1857, 
35 


when  the  Catasauqua  and  Fogelsville  Railroad  was 
built,  and  when  at  this  point  the  road  established  a 
station.  At  that  time  there  was  but  a  hotel.  Now 
the  place  contains  nearly  a  dozen  houses.  The  hotel 
passed  from  the  hands  of  Elias  Henninger  into  those 
of  his  son,  Amandas,  and  in  1870  it  was  purchased  by 
E.  C.  Jacoby,  the  present  proprietor.  An  old  resident 
of  this  place  was  Solomon  Walbert,  after  whom  the 
place  was  named.  A  store  was  kept  here  for  some 
time,  but  did  not  prosper. 

Wennersville. — This  village  is  located  on  the  farm 
of  George  Wenner.  His  son,  William,  bought,  in 
1887,  a  portion  of  the  original  tract  and  opened  a 
hotel.  It  passed  into  the  hands  of  Charles  and 
Gideon  Guth,  Alexander  Loder,  Josiah  Strauss,  and 
Jonas  Eenninger,  A  brick  school-house  was  erected 
in  1861. 

In  1840  store  was  kept  at  the  place  by  Gideon 
Guth,  but  was  discontinued  soon  afterwards.  A 
blacksmith-shop  was  opened  in  1858.  In  1866, 
Thomas  Wenner  started  a  machine-shop.  Another 
one  was  put  up  in  1873. 

In  this  place  is  also  located  a  German  Baptist 
Church.  It  was  organized  in  the  fall  of  1870.  It 
then  contained  twelve  members,  and  was  under  the 
pastoral  care  of  Rev.  William  Desh.  On  the  21st 
of  November,  in  the  same  year,  a  lot  was  purchased 
at  the  place  on  which  was  erected  the  present  frame 
church  edifice.  Its  membership  at  the  present  time 
is  some  twenty.  Rev.  Desh  preaches  every  two 
weeks,  and  Rev.  William  Moore  once  in  eight  weeks. 

Snydersville. — In  1835  the  hotel  there  was  erected 
by  George  Snyder.  Since  then  it  has  grown  into  a 
hamlet  of  ten  or  twelve  houses. 

Guth's  Station. — This  is  a  place  of  from  fifteen  to 
eighteen  houses.  It  began  to  grow  since  the  Cata- 
sauqua and  Fogelsville  Railroad  passes  through.  It 
has  a  hotel,  a  store,  a  fine  school-house,  and  a  num- 
ber of  dwelling-houses.  Its  people  are  principally 
engaged  in  the  ore-beds  which  surround  the  place. 

Roads. — In  "  ye  olden  time"  two  main  roads  passed 
through  this  township.  One  was  known  as  the  Allen- 
town  and  Easton  road,  and  the  other  as  the  Mauch 
Chunk  road.  The  former  came  into  this  township 
from  Weissenberg  and  Lowhill  townships,  at  or  near 
Snydersville,  traversed  this  portion  on  top  of  the  hill 
back  of  the  church  property,  and  at  its  corner  wound 
towards  Guthsville,  passing  through  between  M.  G. 
Hoffinan  and  Tilghman  Schantz's  houses.  At  Guths- 
ville it  turned  towards  the  Reformed  Church ;  from 
thence  towards  the  row  of  old  dwellings  lying  in  the 
line  of  Reuben  Henninger's  house,  which  now  stands 
some  distance  from  the  main  road ;  from  there  it  passed 
through  Wennersville  to  Albright's  hotel.  The  Mauch 
Chunk  road  connected  with  the  former  at  Guthsville, 
and  from  thence  went  to  Siegersville. 

The  road  which  now  passes  from  Snydersville  passed 
the  Jordan  Lutheran  Church  to  Walbert's;  passed 
Capt.  John  Henninger's  and  Tilghman  Henninger's, 
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through  Wennersville,  to  Albright's  hotel;  was  laid 
out  by  George  Snyder  soon  after  the  year  1835.  He 
did  it  to  get  the  trade  from  the  upper  townships  to 
AUentown.  The  road  from  Walbert's  to  Bastian's 
hotel  is  also  quite  old. 

Railroads. — Catasauqua  and  Fogelsville  Eailroad 
passes  through  this  township  from  east  to  west.  The 
stationsof  this  road  in  the  township  are  Seiple's,  Jordan 
Bridge,  Guth's,  and  Walbert's.  The  iron  bridge  which 
spans  the  Jordan  is  quite  an  ingenious  piece  of  work- 
manship. It  is  mentioned  more  fully  in  the  general 
history  of  the  county.  A  branch  of  the  Ironton  Rail- 
road extends  into  this  township  at  Orefleld. 

Churches — Lutheran. — In  1727  many  Germans 
came  to  Pennsylvania  from  the  Palatinate,  from  Wur- 
temberg,  Darmstadt,  and  other  parts.  A  number  of 
them  settled  along  the  Jordan  Creek.  These  colonies 
were  long  without  regular  pastors,  but  they  had 
trained  school-teachers  who  taught  and  who  served  as 
readers  on  Sundays.  Such  we  had  in  this  township. 
These  were  the  means  of  forming  the  nucleus  around 
which  shortly  afterwards  the  present  Jordan  Lutheran 
congregation  began  to  form.  There  were  Lutherans 
here  prior  to  1734,  but  not  yet  an  organized  congre- 
gation. In  that  year  (1734)  a  certain  Rev.  Stober 
baptized  children  for  John  Lichtenwalter.  He  was 
not  stationed  here,  but  no  doubt  visited  the  few  Lu- 
therans from  Falkner  Swamp  and  Goshenhoppen.  In 
1736,  Rev.  Schmidt  occasionally  preached  to  these 
Lutherans.  In  1738  we  meet  with  the  name  of  Rev. 
Streiter  in  connection  with  this  congregation.  In 
1739  there  was  a  regular  pastor  here  by  the  name  of 
Rev.  Berkenstock.  In  the  year  1744  the  congrega- 
tion was  regularly  organized,  and  a  tract  of  land  con- 
sisting of  fifty  acres  warranted  to  them.  The  follow- 
ing is  the  form  of  receipt : 

"  Phila.,  April  25th,  1744.— Rec'd  of  Geo.  Steininger 
and  John  Lightwater2£  10s.  in  part  of  the  considera- 
tion for  50  acres  to  be  surveyed  to  them  at  Macungy, 
in  the  Co.  of  Bucks,  for  the  use  of  a  Burying  ground 
for  the  Lutheran  Cong,  there. 

"  Rec'd  for  the  honorable  Prop. 

"  Lynfoed  Laednee,  Rec.  Gen." 

About  the  year  1749  the  first  church  building  was 
erected  here.  It  was  a  log  building.  The  Reformed 
people  also  worshiped  in  it  for  a  short  time.  The 
second  building  was  erected  in  1771,  and  in  1842  the 
present  brick  structure.  Among  the  old  members  of 
this  congregation  we  meet  with  the  following  names: 
Lichtenwalter,  Saeger,  Kuntz,  Schlosser,  Robinold, 
Heberly,  Ruch,  Schlang,  Schantz,  Litzenberger, 
Koch. 

In  1757  the  German  Reformed  separated  again  and 
settled  about  half  a  mile  east. 

The  pulpit  was  filled  successively  by  Revs.  Berken- 
stock, Schumacher,  Diel,  Geisenhainer,  Wartman, 
and  Doring,  from  1836  to  18—;  by  Rev.  Jeremiah 
Schindel,  from  18—  to  1883;  by  Rev.  0.  Leopold; 
and  since  June,  1883,  by  Rev.  F.  K.  Bernd. 


Until  a  year  ago  (June,  1883)  this  congregation,  in 
connection  with  five  additional  congregations,  formed 
a  pnstoral  charge.  But  since  that  time  it  is  self-sus- 
taining. It  numbers  six  hundred  communicant  mem- 
bers, has  two  German  and  two  English  services  per 
month  from  its  pastor,  and  is  connected  with  the 
Ministerium  of  Pennsylvania. 

Jordan  Reformed. — There  were  German  Reformed 
in  these  parts  as  early  as  1742.  At  that  time  a  certain 
Rev.  J.  Henricus  Goetschius  was  in  charge  of  three  con- 
gregations, of  which  Jordan  was  one.  The  Reformed 
then  worshiped  in  the  same  building  with  the  Luth- 
erans, where  the  Lutheran  Church  now  stands.  But  in 
the  year  1752  a  separation  was  effected  between  these 
two  congregations.  It  was  then  that  Lorenz  Guth 
presented  the  Reformed  with  a  tract  of  land  of  fifty 
acres,  about  half  a  mile  east  of  the  Lutheran  Church. 
He  also  erected  a  log  church  building  on  the  premises. 
This  log  building  was  put  up  on  four  weeks'  notice. 
Naturally  it  can  hardly  have  been  a  palace.  It  had 
small  windows.  Logs  sawed  lengthwise,  resting  at 
either  end  on  blocks  and  stumps,  served  as  seats.  But 
soon  this  building  was  too  small.  Therefore  a  second 
and  larger  log  building  was  erected  soon  afterwards. 
It  stood  until  1808,  when  the  present  stone  building 
was  put  up. 

This  congregation  is  a  daughter  of  the  old  Egypt 
congregation  in  Whitehall  township.  Since  its  separ- 
ation it  has  been  in  the  hands  of  Revs.  J.  J.  W.  Dil- 
lenberger,  J.  D.  Gross,  A.  Blumer,  J.  Gobrecht,  J.  S. 
Dubbs,  and  since  1867  Rev.  E.  J.  Fogel,  the  present 
efficient  pastor.  It  has  a  membership  of  several  hun- 
dred, has  services  twice  a  month,  and  is  in  every  re- 
spect an  active,  wideawake,  and  earnest  congregation. 
There  still  stands  on  the  premises  the  old  Gemeinde- 
Schulhaus.  Here  the  congregational  school  was  kept 
until  the  township  accepted  the  school  law.  Then  the 
school  directors  had  rented  the  school  building  until 
within  a  few  years,  when  a  handsome  brick  school- 
house  was  erected  near  the  same  place.  Thus  the  old 
marks  of  Gemeinde-Schulen  are  gradually  effaced ; 
only  here  and  there  can  the  old  buildings  be  met 
with. 

Rev.  Jeremiah  Schindel  was  pastor  of  Jordan  Lu- 
theran Church  for  twenty-four  years,  from  1837  to 
1861.  He  was  the  son  of  Rev.  John  Peter  Schindel, 
the  pioneer  Lutheran  pastor  of  Northumberland  and 
adjoining  counties  of  Northern  Pennsylvania.  On 
May  15,  1807,  he  was  born  in  the  town  of  Lebanon, 
Lebanon  Co.,  and  when  five  years  old,  in  1812,  he 
removed  with  his  parents  to  Sunbury,  Northumber- 
land Co.  He  was  baptized  by  Rev.  George  Lochman, 
D.D.,  pastor  of  the  Lutheran  Church  at  Lebanon,  and 
in  later  years  confirmed  by  his  father  in  Sunbury. 
The  educational  facilities  which  he  enjoyed  were  such 
as  were  offered  then,  at  best  very  limited.  When 
seventeen  years  old  he  was  serving  an  apprenticeship 
as  printer  in  Harrisburg,  and  had  for  his  associates 
the   now   Hon.  Simon    Cameron,   and   the   brothers 
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John  and  William  Bigler.  His  mind  was  then 
already  occupied  with  thoughts  of  the  ministry,  and 
before  his  apprenticeship  was  over  he  was  under  the 
instruction  of  Eev.  Dr.  Lochman,  who  was  then  pastor 
of  the  Lutheran  Church  in  Harrisburg,  and  was  a 
very  gifted  and  learned  divine.  Dr.  Lochman  not 
only  instructed  him  in  his  preparatory  course,  but  also 
in  theology.  His  theological  studies  were,  however, 
completed  under  his  father  at  Sunbury. 

In  April,  1828,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Elizabeth 
A.  Masser,  of  Sunbury.  In  1830  he  was  licensed  to 
preach  the  gospel,  and  in  1831  he  was  regularly  or- 
dained to  the  holy  ministry,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Demme  and 
his  own  father  officiating.  His  first  charge  was  in 
(then)  Columbia  County,  where  he  served  congrega- 
tions at  different  times  at  Danville,  Bloomsburg, 
Catawissa,  Roaring  Creek,  Mifflinsburg,  Berwick, 
Briar  Creek,  Conyngham,  and  other  places. 

In  1837  he  was  called  to  Lehigh  County,  taking 
charge  of  Jordan,  Heidelberg,  Union,  Weissenberg, 
Ziegel's,  Lowhill,  and  Trexlertown.  He  also  served 
part  of  this  time  at  Fogelsville,  Tripoli,  Friedens, 
Macungie,  Millerstown,  Longswamp,  in  Berks  County, 
and  Hecktown,  in  Northampton  County.  He  also  or- 
ganized and  served  Morganland,  Cedar  Creek,  Mick- 
ley's,  and  St.  Paul's,  Catasauqua.  From  1859  to  1861 
the  charge  was  cut  down  to  Jordan,  Weissenberg, 
Morganland,  and  Cedar  Creek,  when  he  served  as 
State  Senator  for  Lehigh  and  Northampton  Counties. 
In  1861  he  resigned  and  entered  the  United  States 
army  as  chaplain  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Tenth 
Regiment,  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  serving  under 
Gens.  Banks  and  Shields,  in  their  Shenandoah  Val- 
ley campaigns.  In  1864  he  returned  home,  and 
accepted  a  call  to  congregations  in  Lyken's  Valley, 
Dauphin  Co.,  where  his  father  had  preached  for 
twenty-eight  years.  Here  he  labored  until  March  17, 
1870,  when  he  was  taken  ill  with  asthma  and  dropsy. 
He  was  brought  to  his  home  at  Allentown,  where  he 
gently  and  peacefully  fell  asleep  on  July  2, 1870,  aged 
sixty-three  years,  one  month,  and  seventeen  days. 
His  remains  rest  in  the  Allentown  Cemetery.  His 
family  consists  of  nine  children,  four  sons  and  five 
daughters.  The  oldest  son  and  second  daughter 
preceded  him  to  eternity,  and  their  remains  lie 
near  old  Jord^in  Church.  The  second  son  is  now  a 
captain  in  the  Sixth  United  States  Infantry,  the  third 
a  Lutheran  clergyman,  serving  Mickley's  and  St. 
Paul's,  Catasauqua,  two  of  his  father's  congregations, 
and  the  fourth  son  is  engaged  in  railroading,  living 
in  the  old  Schindel  homestead  in  Sunbury.  The  re- 
maining four  daughters,  as  well  as  the  aged  widowed 
mother,  live  at  Allentown,  Pa. 

United  Brethren. — This  religious  sect  began  its 
activity  in  these  parts  about  the  year  1867.  At  that 
time  a  congregation  of  eight  members  was  organized. 
Its  first  services  were  held  in  the  hall  above  the  store 
building  at  Guthsville.  In  1869  a  church  building 
was  erected  in  the  town  of  Guthsville.    Here  services 


were  held  until  1872,  when  the  building  was  sold  to 
the  South  Whitehall  school  district  for  school  pur- 
poses, and  immediately  afterwards  the  present  frame 
building  at  Orefield  was  erected.  Rev.  Mr.  Hoffman 
was  the  first  pastor.  The  congregation  is  small,  but 
keeps  up  its  activity,  and  has  regular  services  once 
a  month. 

Schools, — ^The  early  schools  of  the  township  were 
connected  with  the  Lutheran  and  Reformed  Churches. 
We  can,  therefore,  trace  these  parochial  Lutheran  and 
Reformed  schools  to  a  very  early  date.  We  read  that 
at  the  organization  of  these  congregations  they  were 
at  first  supplied,  not  by  pastors,  but  by  teachers,  who 
used  to  read  sermons  for  the  congregations  on  Sun- 
days. Since  we  can  trace  the  baptism  of  children  in 
the  Lutheran  Church  back  as  far  as  the  year  1739,  we 
can  readily  conclude  that  schools  existed  prior  to  this 
date.  Thus  did  these  noble  German  forefathers,  at  a 
time  when  they  could  not  yet  afford  to  be  supplied  by 
a  regular  pastor,  feel  the  necessity  of  having  their 
children  taught  in  parochial  schools.  There  still 
stands  alongside  of  the  German  Reformed  Church 
the  old  school-house,  which  was  used  in  the  past 
for  the  double  purpose  of  a  dwelling-house  for  the 
organist  and  also  a  school-house.  Coming  down  to  a 
more  recent  date,  we  find  that  a  school-house  was 
erected  on  a  lot  of  land  near  Simon  Moyer's  hotel. 
The  lot  was  a  gift  from  Nicholas  Kramer.  A  society 
was  formed,  and  stock  was  issued  at  nine  dollars  per 
share.  The  following  was  the  form  of  a  certificate  of 
stock,  dated  Nov.  20,  1833 : 

"  Whereas,  An  English  school-house  is  erected  on  a  lot  of  land  given 
by  Nicholas  Kramer  for  said  purpose,  situated  in  South  Whitehall  town- 
ship, Lehigh  Co.,  adjoining  lands  of  George  Gangwer  and  John  Troxel, 
by  the  members  of  a  society  composed  in  part  of  a  society  of  North  and 
South  Whitehall. 

"  Stock  company,  shares  $9. 

"John  Sch ereb,  Pree." 

How  early  this  house  was  built  is  not  known.  It 
was,  however,  used  for  quite  a  number  of  years.  On 
May  26,  1877,  this  lot  was  exchanged  with  Samuel 
Hermony  for  another  one  near  by,  on  which,  how- 
ever, no  house  was  erected. 

From  the  year  1828  to  1839  the  township  of  South 
Whitehall  appropriated  the  following  amounts  for 
the  education  of  poor  children  within  its  limits: 


1828 $a.32 

1830 10.87 

1833 43.91 

1834 2B.61 


1835 870.85 

1836 42.50 

1837 101.86 

1838 162.83 


From  this  time  all  children  were  educated  under 
the  new  school  system. 

In  1839  the  township  accepted  the  school  law. 
The  officers  of  the  first  board  of  directors  were  George 
Ibach,  president;  George  Frederick,  secretary;  and 
Solomon  Grisemer,  treasurer.  There  were  then  four 
hundred  and  thirty-eight  taxable  citizens,  and  the 
first  State  appropriation  amounted  to  $234.24.  At 
once  arrangements  were  made  to  erect  school-houses 
from  term  to  term.  There  was  considerable  opposi- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  patrons  to  the  public  schools 
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for  quite  a  time.  Consequently  we  find,  even  as  late 
as  1847,  an  attempt  made  to  abolish  the  system  again. 
On  the  29th  of  May,  in  that  year,  a  meeting  of  the 
citizens  was  called  to  convene  at  the  public-house  of 
Alexander  Loder,  at  Wennersville.  The  object  of 
the  meeting  was,  if  possible,  to  rescind  the  previous 
action  of  the  township  on  the  school  question  and  re- 
ject the  school  law.  This,  however,  failed,  and  the 
schools  were  continued.  In  18.55  the  township  had 
15  schools  and  813  pupils ;  tax,  $1514.98.  In  1877, 
number  of  schools,  12;  pupils,  650 ;  tax,  $2633.  In 
1883,  number  of  schools,  13 ;  pupils,  689 ;  tax, 
$5741.91. 

The  following  statement  is  of  dates,  locations,  and 
cost  of  school-house  lota  in  South  Whitehall  town- 
ship: 

Dec.  1839.  Directors  bought  of  Solomon  Griesemer,  $1.00. 

Jan.  1870.  Directors  bought  of  E.  F.  Butz  lot  adjoining  above,  fZS.19. 

Dec.  25, 1839.  Directors  bought  of  Isaac  Troxell,  $1.00.  Jordan  Bridge 
School-House. 

Nov.  3,  1856.  Directors  bought  of  Benjamin  Bobenold,  .Snyderville,^ 
$375. 

Juno  16,  1860.  Directors  bought  of  Benben  Butz,-  Cedarville,  J1500. 

June  10, 1861.  Directors  bought  of  John  Kratzer,  .$1.00. 

June,  1861.  Directors  bought  of  William  Wenner,  ffl.OO. 

Jan.  1866.  Directors  bought  of  John  Heilman,  Crockerport,  $24.00. 

Jan.  1870.  Directors  bought  of  Frank  Marsteller,  $22.50. 

Jan.  1870.  Directors  bought  of  Thomas  Hertzell,  $58.12. 

Jan.  1871.  Directors  bought  of  Daniel  Stetler,  Guthsville,  $1650. 

Sept.  1,  1882.  Directoi^  bought  of  Alexander  Guth,  Guth's,  Station, 
$125. 

Sept.  23,  1882.  Directors  bought  of  Edwin  C.  Jacoby,  Wolbert's  Sta- 
tion, $98.99. 

A  brick  school-house  was  erected  in  1883  at  Wol- 
bert's Station,  at  a  cost  of  $1673.98,  and  one  at  Guth's 
Station,  at  a  cost  of  $1662.53. 

Justices  of  the  Peace.— Prior  to  1840  the  justices 
having  jurisdiction  over  this  territory  were  elected  in 
districts,  and  their  names  will  be  found  in  the  civil 
list  of  the  general  history.  The  names  of  those  from 
1840  to  the  present  are  here  given  : 

Commissioned. 
Frank  J,  Newhard.... April  12, 1864 

.John  n.  Nolf "      11,  1865 

William4Volbert "     17,1866 

Moses  G.  Hoffman...     "      14,  1868 

Calvin  Guth "      14,  1868 

A.  S.  HefTner "      16, 1873 

Moses  G.  Hoffman...     '*      16,  1873 
Moses  G.  Hoffman. ...Mar.  26,  1878 

Miton  E.  SchafTer "      25,  1878 

Miton  R.  Schaffer April    6, 1883 

Moses  G.  Hoffman...     "        6,1883 
10,  1860 

Iron-Ore  Mines. — In  1833  iron  ore  was  discovered 
on  the  land  of  Daniel  A.  Guth.  Mining  was  at  once 
began  by  Reuben  Trexler,  who  owned  a  furnace  in 
Long  Swamp,  Berks  Co.  The  ore  was  taken  to  that 
furnace. 

In  1841,  Joseph  Kern  discovered  ore  on  land  of 
George  Guth,  near  Orefield.  He  began  mining  on  a 
small  scale. 

Other  mines  were  soon  afterward  opened  in  different 
parts  of  the  township. 


Solomon  Gaeble... 

Commissioned. 
....April  14,1840 

Charles  Kittel 

Daniel  J.  Roth 

John  Eisenbard.. 

12, 1842 

9, 1844 

15,  1845 

14  1846 

Daniel  I.  Rhoads.. 

...     " 

10,  1849 

Daniel  I.  Ithoads.. 

...     " 

11,  1864 
10, 1856 

Daniel  I.  Bhoads.. 
James  F.  Kline.... 

...May 
...Apri 

2,  1859 
10, 1860 

At  present  mines  are  operated  by  Kline  &  Albright, 
Calvin  Guth,  Koch  &  Balliet,  Daniel  Henry,  Sieger 
Brothers,  Frank  P.  Guth,  and  one  near  Scherersville 
is  worked  by  Thomas  Ehoad. 

In  1847,  Peter  Moyer,  a  blacksmith,  invented  an 
ore-washer,  which  came  into  general  use.  Later  it 
was  improved  and  patented  by  Samuel  Thomas. 

Mills.— -This  township  has  five  mills.  The  Sieger's 
mill  is  on  Jordan  Creek,  of  which  we  have  already 
spoken  in  the  Sieger  sketch. 

On  Cedar  Creek  there  are  four  grist-mills  : 

1.  The  old  Caspar  Weaver  mill,  now  owned  by  M. 
S.  Bortz.  It  was  erected  by  Caspar  Weaver  in  1794. 
It  passed  through  the  hands  of  Daniel  Butz,  Reuben 
Butz,  David  Bortz,  Charles  Weaver,  and  now  M.  S. 
Butz. 

2.  Mertz's  mill.  This  is  also  very  old.  It  was  in 
the  hands  of  Mr.  Ochs,  Mr.  Gernert,  and  now  E.  H. 
Blank. 

3.  L.  H.  Lichtenwallner's  mill  also  dates  back  very 
far,    It  was  rebuilt. 

,4.  Below  Cedarville  is  John  Butz's  mill. 
Indian  Troubles. — Like  most  of  the  early  settle- 
ments, this  township  also  had  its  share  of  troubles 
with  the  Indians.  This  was  especially  the  case  in 
1763.  Then  we  find  that  "Governor  Hamilton  called 
the  attention  of  the  Assembly  to  the  sad  condition  of 
the  settlers"  of  this  township.  "  Their  houses  were 
destroyed,  their  farms  laid  waste,"  etc. 

We  also  notice  in  the  Sallische  Nm-hrichtvn,  page 
1125,  German  edition,  that  in  1763,  at  the  meeting  of 
Synod  of  the  Lutheran  Church  at  Philadelphia,  no 
representatives  or  delegates  could  attend  that  body 
from  the  Jordan  congregation  in  this  township,  on 
account  of  the  dangers  in  connection  with  the  In- 
dians. Synod  was  asked  to  pray  for  the  safety  of 
Rev.  Scharthir,  who  was  then  the  pastor  in  these 
parts. 


I  .\  schooi-house  had  been  previously  erected  on  thitj  ground,  which 
the  directors  had  leased. 


BIOGRAPHICAL    SKETCH. 

•  iOSIAH  HBNNINGER. 
Mr.  Henninger  is  of  German  descent,  his  grand- 
father, John  Jacob,  having  emigrated  from  the  prov- 
ince of  Alsace,  in  Germany,  and  settled  soon  after  his 
arrival  in  South  Whitehall  township,  Lehigh  Co., 
where  he  was  a  farmer.  He  married  Miss  Catherine 
Kimmel,  and  had  children,— John  George,  Jacob, 
Christian,  Daniel,  John,  and  one  daughter  (Polly). 
John,  of  this  number,  was  born  in  South  Whitehall 
in  1793,  and  spent  his  life,  with  the  exception  of  a 
brief  interval  of  travel,  in  that  township,  where  he 
followed  the  trade  of  a  tailor.  He  married  Miss 
Susan  Good,  whose  children  are  Josiah,  Zephaniah, 
Solomon  J.,  Edwin  D.,  and  Brigitta.  Josiah  was 
born  on  the  17th  of  December,  1824,  in  South  White- 
hall township,   where  he  remained  a  resident  until 
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1873.  After  receiving  a  limited  education  he  engaged 
in  farm  labor,  first  assisting  his  father,  and  later  taking 
the  farm  on  shares.  He  was,  April  1,  1873,  appointed 
high  steward  of  the  Lehigh  County  almshouse,  in 
which  capacity  he  still  officiates.  He  was  in  1847 
married  to  Miss  Sarah,  daughter  of  John  Grim,  of 
Weissenberg  township,  Lehigh  Co.,  and  has  children, 
—William  Eichard,  Dora  (Mrs.  Edwin  Bortz),  and 
Oliver  J.  (living),  and  two  who  are  deceased. 

Mrs.  Henninger  died  in  September,  1878,  and  is 
buried  in  the  Jordan  Cemetery. 

Mr.  Henninger  is  in  politics  a  Democrat,  and  has 
held  various  minor  offices  in  the  township.  He  is  in 
religion  a  Lutheran,  member  of  the  Jordan  Church, 
as  are  also  his  wife  and  children.  Mr.  Henninger  has 
been  since  1851  a  member  of  the  Macungie  Lodge, 
No.  231,  of  Independent  Order  of  Odd-Fellows. 


CHAPTER    XXXVI. 
WASHINGTON   TOWNSHIP. 

Organization. — The  territory  now  included  in 
Washington  was  a  part  of  the  large  township  of 
Heidelberg,  erected  in  1752,  and  was  not  organized 
as  it  now  exists  until  1847.  At  the  November  term 
of  court  in  that  year  the  following  report  was  made : 

"August  31,  1847,  Jesse  Samuels,  Benjamin  Fogel,  and  Charles  B. 
Sheimer,  Commissioners  appointed  by  an  order  of  this  Court  to  enquire 
into  the  expediency  of  dividing  the  townsliip  of  Heidelberg  into  two 
separate  Townships.  Report,  That,  having  first  given  the  notice  re- 
quired by  Law  of  the  time  and  place  of  their  meeting,  they  met  at  the 
bouse  of  Charles  and  David  Peter,  in  said  township  of  Heidelberg,  on 
the  sixteenth  day  of  August,  instant,  and  having  first  been  sworn  ac- 
cording to  iaw  and  the  order  of  said  Court,  did  inquire  into  the  propriety 
of  granting  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners,  and  having  deemed  the  division 
of  the  said  township  of  Heidelberg  to  be  necessary,  they  did  proceed  to 
divide  the  same  by  making  the  proposed  division-line  therein,  which 
they  have  designated  by  suificient  landmarks,  as  follows:  Beginning  at 
the  point  at  which  the  division-line  between  the  townships  of  North 
Whitehill  and  Lowhill  intersect  the  line  of  said  Heidelberg,  said  point 
being  East  distant  eleven  perches  from  the  dwelling-house  of  Jacob  Hen- 
singer,  and  running  thence  by  magnetic  bearing  north  twenty-four  and 
a  quarter  degrees  west  by  a  line  of  marked  trees  and  other  monuments 
through  lauds  of  Jacob  Hensinger,  John  Hausman,  George  Hoatz,  Fred- 
erick Krauee,  Philip  Hardwerk,  Andrew  Peter,  Jonas  Peter,  Godfrey 
Peter,  Henry  Bloes,  George   Metzger,  John    Koeder,  Daniel  and  Elias 

Roeder, Muth,  George  Rex,  William  Rex,  Jacob  Bacbman,  Jacob 

Rex,  Elias  Snyder,  Christian  Snyder,  Jonas  BlosB,  John  Bloss,  Stephen 
BoUiet,  and  others  ;  twenty-four  hundred  and  twenty  perches  to  a  point 
on  the  summit  of  the  Blue  Mountain  on  the  line  of  the  township  of  East 
Penn,  Carbon  County,  said  point  bearing  south  thirty-eight  degrees  East 
distant  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  perches  from  a  stone  set  for  a  cor- 
ner on  the  East  side  of  the  public  Road  leading  from  the  Lehigh  Fur- 
nace, in  said  Heidelberg  Township,  to  Dinkey's  Tavern,  in  said  Town- 
ship of  East  Penn.  .  .  .  And  the  undersigned  would  also  beg  leave  to 
report  it  as  their  opinion,  that  it  is  proper  and  expedient*  that  tiie  said 
Township  of  Heidelberg  should  be  divided  into  two  townships,  agreeably 
to  the  above-described  line  of  partition  and  the  draft  hereunto  annexed." 

This  report  was  read  in  open  court  Sept.  1,  1847, 
and  held  under  advisement,  and  on  the  6th  of  Decem- 
ber, 1847,  it  was  confirmed,  and  it  was  ordered  "  that 
the  township  of  Heidelberg  be  divided  into  two  sep- 


arate townships,  agreeably  to  the  division-line  afore- 
said, and  that  the  western  division  of  said  township 
retain  the  original  name  of  Heidelberg,  and  that  the 
eastern  division  or  portion  of  said  township  be  called 
'  Dallas'  township." 

The  first  election  in  Dallas  township  was  held 
March  17,  1848,  the  officers  elected  being  as  follows : 
Moses  Lentz  and  Nathan  Miller,  constables;  Joseph 
Paten,  judge;  John  Balliet  and  Tilghman  Kuutz,  in- 
spectors ;  Thomas  Kuntz,  assessor ;  George  Rex,  audi- 
tor ;  Stephen  Schlosser,  justice  of  the  peace ;  Benja- 
min S.  Levan,  Jacob  F.  Hailer,  John  Rex,  and  John 
Raher,  school  directors.  These  were  the  last  as  well 
as  the  first  officers  elected  for  Dallas  township,  for, 
by  act  of  the  Assembly,  the  name  was  changed  to 
Washington  on  April  21,  1848. 

Early  Settlers. — Caspar  Peters,  one  of  the  earliest 
settlers  in  that  part  of  Heidelberg  which  is  now 
Washington,  came  here  about  1742,  from  Switzerland, 
and  took  up  three  hundred  acres  of  land  between 
Unionville  and  Slatington,  and  about  four  miles  dis- 
tant from  the  latter  place.  His  log  house  was  built 
where  is  now  the  residence  of  his  great-grandson, 
Daniel  Peters.  The  date  of  the  death  of  this  pioneer 
progenitor  of  the  Peters  family  is  not  known.  He 
was  buried  in  the  Union  Church  Cemetery.  He  left 
several  sons,  among  others,  John  and  Caspar.  The 
name  of  Jacob  Peters  appears  in  a  list  of  warrants, 
in  which  it  is  indicated  that  he  took  up  land  Jan.  28, 
1752.  Rudolph  Peters  took  up  land  in  1754.  It  is 
not  known  that  these  two  men  were  sons  of  the  first 
Peters,  but  it  is  presumable  that  they  were.  Caspar, 
sou  of  Caspar,  was  a  native  of  the  township,  born  in 
1754.  He  married  Elizabeth  Rachel,  the  daughter  of 
an  early  settler,  and  settled  on  the  homestead  farm. 
He  died  in  1811,  and  was  buried  in  the  Union  church- 
yard, as  was  also  his  wife.  They  had  sons, — Jonas, 
John,  Caspar,  Godfrey,  Henry,  and  Daniel.  Jonas, 
who  married  Sally  Ann  Hoffman,  a  daughter  of  Wil- 
helm  Hoflman,  lived  most  of  his  life  near  the  old 
homestead.  He  died  in  1873,  aged  eighty- three  years, 
leaving  two  sons,  David  and  Charles,  the  former  of 
whom  lived  on  the  Fenstermacher  farm,  where  he 
died  about  1840,  and  the  latter  moved  to  Slatington 
in  1857. 

John  Peters,  about  1823,  moved  to  Luzerne  County, 
where  he  died  about  1840,  leaving  a  large  family. 

Caspar  married  a  Miss  Roth,  of  this  township,  and 
settled  in  Weissenberg.  He  was  buried  at  Fogels- 
ville. 

Godfrey,  who  married  a  Miss  Fenstermacher,  set- 
tled in  North  Whitehall.  He  died  there,  and  was 
buried  in  the  old  Egypt  Churchyard. 

Henry  married  a  daughter  of  Adam  German,  and 
settled  in  Heidelberg.  He  died  there,  and  was  buried 
in  the  New  Tripoli  churchyard.  He  left  a  large 
family,  but  its  members  are  scattered. 

Daniel,  who  married  a  Miss  Siegfried,  settled  on  the 
old  homestead  farm,  where  his  son,  Daniel,  now  lives. 
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Descendants  of  several  brothers  of  Caspar  Peters 
are  living  in  the  township.  One  of  the  brothers  had 
sons, — Joseph,  John,  George,  William,  Daniel,  Henry, 
and  John.  The  first  named  lived  on  the  homestead, 
near  Best's  Station.  He  died  March  9,  1876,  at  the 
age  of  eighty-one  years,  and  left  thirteen  children, 
seventy-seven  grandchildren,  and  forty-nine  great- 
grandchildren. John  Peters,  brother  of  Joseph,  died 
in  1881 ;  Daniel  settled  near  Millerstown ;  Henry 
settled  at  Freichlersville,  and  died  there  May  5, 1879, 
at  the  age  of  sixty-seven  years.  His  sons  were  John, 
who  settled  at  Lowhill,  and  Jacob,  who  removed- to 
the  West.  Tilghnian,  a  son  of  Jacob,  lives  on  the 
homestead.  The  Eev.  William  J.  Peters,  of  Slating- 
ton,  is  also  a  son  of  Jacob. 

Dewald  Peters  lived  on  the  Lehigh  River.  He 
died  a  number  of  years  ago,  leaving  two  sons, — Jonas, 
who  is  on  the  homestead,  and  Jacob,  who  resides  in 
Slatington. 

Henry  Hoffman,  who  was  from  Switzerland,  came 
here  prior  to  1749,  for  we  find  that  in  that  year  he 
procured  a  warrant  for  one  hundred  and  eight  acres 
of  land.  At  various  subsequent  dates  he  took  up 
other  tracts  until  he  had  an  aggregate  of  more  than 
eight  hundred  acres.  This  land  lay  near  Unionville, 
and  adjoined  that  of  Peters.  Henry  Hoffman  had  a 
son,  Wilhelm,  and  others  of  whom  little  is  known. 
He  was  born  Jan.  14,  1749,  and  married  Elizabeth 
Gerber,  of  Weissenberg,  in  1770,  when  she  was  only 
thirteen  years  of  age.  They  received  a  part  of  the 
homestead  farm,  on  which  they  lived,  near  Union 
Church.  He  died  there  in  1824,  and  she  in  1841. 
They  left-  eight  children,— Jonas,  Daniel,  Henry, 
Peter,  Sally  Ann,  Elizabeth,  Catharine,  and  Eve. 
Jonas  settled  and  died  upon  the  homestead  farm, 
where  his  son,  James,  now  lives.  Another  son,  David, 
has  long  been  deceased. 

Daniel,  brother  of  Jonas,  removed  to  the  West. 
Henry  lived  nearly  all  of  his  mature  years  near 
Unionville,  and  died  there.  David  and  Stephen  both 
reside  upon  the  old  farm.  Peter  moved  to  Schuylkill 
County.  Sally  Ann  (Mrs.  Jonas  Peters)  and  Eliza- 
beth (Mrs.  Henry  Bare)  removed  to  Luzerne  County ; 
Catharine  (Mrs.  Christian  Holben)  removed  to  Seneca 
County,  Ohio;  Eve  is  the  wife  of  Christian  Troxell. 

John  Rachel  obtained  a  warrant  Feb.  10,  175.5,  for 
one  hundred  and  twelve  acres  of  land  near  the  river, 
and  about  one  mile  and  a  half  from  the  site  of  Sla- 
tington. How  long  he  had  been  settled  here  prior  to 
taking  out  the  warrant  is  not  known.  Adam  Rachel 
was  also  in  the  township  in  1765.  Caspar  Peters  mar- 
ried his  sister.  John,  Henry,  and  George  Rachel  were 
descendants  of  this  family. 

John  Rober,  a  native  of  Wiirtemberg,  settled  in  that 
part  of  Heidelberg  which  is  now  Washington,  on  what 
is  at  present  known  as  the  Hallenbach  place.  His 
son,  John,  a  native  of  the  township,  was  born  in  1771, 
and  died  on  the  old  homestead  in  1858.  Another  son, 
Daniel,  settled  near  the  homestead,  George  removed 


to  the  Susquehanna,  and  Philip  located  in  White- 
hall. 

The  Rex  family  were  among  the  earliest  settlers  of 
this  township.  They  came  originally  from  Germany, 
but  had  prior  to  their  appearance  here  been  for  sev- 
eral years  resident  at  Germantown.  Locating  in  the 
northern  part  of  Washington,  along  Trout  Creek,  they 
became  in  a  short  time  the  largest  land-owners  in  that 
region.  Jacob  Rex,  in  1752,  built  a  stone  house,  which 
is  still  standing,  and  owned  by  Stephen  Rex,  son  of 
George,  and  grandson  of  the  builder.  A  stone  set  in 
the  wall  bears  the  inscription,  "Anno  1752 — J.  R., 
M.  S."  He  was  born  in  1724,  married  Elizabeth 
Ornerin  May  16,  1746,  lived  in  matrimony  thirty-six 
years,  and  died  in  1782,  leaving  eleven  children,  fifty- 
five  grandchildren,  and  twelve  great-grandchildren. 

Wilhelm  Fenstermacher  at  an  early  day  took  up 
land  three  miles  southwest  of  Slatington,  which  is 
now  owned  by  David  Peter.  At  the  time  the  canal 
navigation  bill  was  before  the  Pennsylvania  Legisla- 
ture Fenstermacher  was  a  member  of  that  body.  It 
is  related  that  when  he  set  out  for  the  capital  his  son 
took  him  in  a  private  conveyance  to  Reading,  where 
he  first  saw  a  genuine  Concord  stage-coach.  When 
the  stage  rolled  up  at  the  door  of  the  hotel  dinner  was 
announced,  and  the  tired  travelers  vacated  the  great 
vehicle.  Fenstermacher,  anxious  not  to  be  left,  ate 
hurriedly,  and  upon  going  to  the  door  and  finding  the 
stage  there,  determined  to  secure  a  seat.  He  helped 
the  driver  stow  away  his  baggage  in  the  boot,  and 
then  looking  around  for  an  entrance  to  the  coach 
could  find  none,  except  that  offered  by  the  open  win- 
dow in  the  door.  Nothing  daunted,  and  supposing 
that  the  regular  entrance,  he  crawled  through  it  and 
seated  himself.  When  the  other  passengers  came  out 
the  driver  turned  the  catch,  the  door  was  opened,  and 
they  entered  much  more  easily  than  had  the  member 
of  the  General  Assembly  from  Lehigh,  who,  quite 
astonished,  exclaimed,  "  Buniier  wetter,  a  door  to  a 
wagon !" 

Fenstermacher  was  a  man  of  affairs  and  a  prominent 
citizen.  He  kept  a  hotel  and  carried  on  a  distillery, 
was  for  many  years  a  justice  of  the  peace,  and  in  1812 
was  elected  as  one  of  the  commissioners  of  Lehigh 
County.  He  had  three  sons, — John,  Jacob,  and 
Charles.  John  died  upon  the  homestead  farm,  and 
Charles  died  near  here,  never  having  married.  Jacob 
removed  to  Schuylkill  County. 

Peter  Handwerk,  one  of  the  early  pioneers  of  the 
toAvnship,  located  about  six  miles  from  the  site  of 
Slatington,  on  what  afterwards  became  the  line  of  the 
Berks  County  Railroad.  The  present  owner  of  the 
farm  is  Martin  Plandwerk.  Peter  had  three  sons 
(Abraham,  ."Martin,  and  Jonas)  and  two  daughters, 
—Mrs.  Daniel  Rex  and  Mrs.  John  Raber,  both  of 
whom  now  live  in  the  township.  Abraham,  who  set- 
tled on  a  part  of  the  old  homestead,  died  in  1865, 
leaving  a  family  of  eight  children.  Levi,  John,  and 
a  daughter,  Mrs.  Susanna  Banneger,  are  in  Indiana  ; 
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Martin  is  living  on  the  old  homestead  ;  Jonas  died  in 
the  township  many  years  ago. 

Michael  Wehr,  one  of  the  old-time  residents  of 
Washington,  lived  about  three  miles  from  Slatington, 
on  the  Saegersville  road,  and  died  there  about  1855, 
aged,  nearly  eighty  years.  He  was  a  descendant  of 
Simon  Wehr,  who  took  out  a  warrant  for  land  as  early 
as  1753.  Michael  has  sons,  Michael,  Daniel,  Wil- 
liam, Solomon,  and  Eli,  and  a  daughter,  who  married 
Jonas  Kern.  Daniel  retained  his  father's  farm.  Solo- 
mon is  in  Iowa,  and  Eli  in  Schuylkill  County. 

The  Kunkle  family  was  represented  in  the  town- 
ship as  early  as  1769  by  John  and  Michael.  How 
much  earlier  they  were  here  is  not  definitely  known. 
George  Kunkle  lived  at  one  time  near  the  Lehigh 
Furnace,  but  moved  to  Chestnut  Hill.  Andreas 
Kunkle  lived  on  the  Lehigh  Furnace  road.  He  had 
two  sons,  Charles  and  Abraham,  of  whom  the  latter 
died  young.  Charles  lived  and  died  on  his  father's 
homestead.  His  son,  Samuel,  now  resides  in  Slating- 
ton. 

Henry  Geiger  settled  here  some  time  prior  to  1765, 
and  took  out  a  land-warrant  in  that  year.  He  had 
four  sons, — Jonas,  Jacob,  John,  and  Henry.  Jonas 
and  John  both  settled  in  Heidelberg,  but  none  of  their 
descendants  are  now  living  there.  Jacob  removed  to 
the  West,  and  Henry  located  on  the  homestead  farm, 
where  his  son,  David,  now  lives.  Another  son,  Henry, 
lives  in  Lowhill,  Manuel  in  Heidelberg,  and  Lewis 
in  this  township. 

Ambrose  Remaly  and  George  Remaly  came  from 
Germany  about  the  year  1775.  They  were  not  brothers 
nor  relatives.  Ambrose  Remaly  settled  where  the  old 
log  house  is  yet  to  be  seen  upon  Elias  and  Daniel  Re- 
maly's  farm,  a  short  distance  south  of  the  borough  of 
Slatington,  on  the  public  road  along  the  Lehigh  River 
to  Andrew's  saw-mill  or  to  Rockdale.  Ambrose  Re- 
maly took  up  two  hundred  and  thirty-two  acres  of  land. 
George  Remaly  settled  where  now  Gabriel  Kern's 
farm-house  is,  nearly  south  of  the  Slatington  borough 
line,  and  took  up  two  hundred  acres  or  more  of  land. 
Ambrose  Remaly  had  two  sons, — Jacob  and  John. 
Jacob  had  five  sons, — Stephen,  Charles,  Jonas,  David, 
and  Adam  Remaly.  He  also  had  four  daughters, — 
Susan,  Polly,  Lydia,  and  Carolina.  John  Remaly, 
son  of  Ambrose  Remaly,  had  two  sons  and  two 
daughters, — Elias,  Daniel,  Lucy,  and  Sarah.  George 
Remaly  was  married  to  an  English  woman  by  the  j 
name  of  Polly  Kocher,  and  they  had  four  sons  and 
four  daughters, — Michael,  Henry,  William,  and  Jacob 
George,  and  Kate  (married  to  Jacob  Remaly,  son  of 
Ambrose  Remaly),  Elizabeth  (married  to  John 
Ringer),  Maria  (married  to  Peter  Newhard),  and 
Sarah  (married  to  Daniel  Brown).  After  George 
Remaly's  death  his  son,  Jacob  George  Remaly  (gen- 
erally called  George  Remaly),  bought  his  father's 
land,  and  was  married  to  Mary  E.  Benninger,  and 
had  four  sons  and  two  daughters, — John,  William, 
Paul,  Jacob,  Kate,  and  Elizabeth. 


In  1850,  Jacob  George  Remaly  by  deed  sold  to  his 
oldest  son,  John  Remaly,  fifty  acres  of  his  farm, 
bounded  by  lands  of  George  Kern,  Jonas  Kern, 
Jacob  Remaly,  Jacob  George  Remaly,  George  Was- 
sum,  and  George  Kern.  On  this  land  John  Remaly 
(son  of  Jacob  George)  built  in  1850  the  first  house  in 
Upper  Slatington  (at  that  time  there  was  only  one 
house  in  Lower  Slatington).  Then  John  Remaly 
started  the  first  hotel,  now  called  the  Slatington 
Hotel,  and  got  the  first  license  in  Upper  Slatington  in 
January,  1851.  He  then  commenced  laying  out  lots 
and  building  houses,  and  so  started  the  borough  of 
Slatington.  In  1862, — January  3d, — John  Remaly 
died,  leaving  a  widow,  two  daughters — Sarah  A.  (now 
married  to  J.  C.  Mack),  Ellen  A.  (now  married  to 
G.  T.  Oplinger) — and  one  son, — James,  who  died  in 
1872. 

Land-Warrants. — Following  is  a  list  of  warrants 
for  land,  with  name  of  parties  and  date  of  warrant, 
for  that  portion  of  Heidelberg  township  now  Wash- 
ington : 

Acres. 

Adam  German,  Nov.  16,1786 U 

Adam  German,  Nov.  16, 1786 101 

Adiini  German,  April  17, 1792 15 

Adam  German,  April  17,  1792 36 

Henry  Geiger,  Oct.  25, 1765 46 

Henry  Houser,  April  25,1744 167 

Henry  Hoffman,  Jan.  26, 1749 108 

John  Handwerk,  Nov.9,  1758 67 

Elizabeth  Hoffman,  Nov.  30,  1765 16 

Nicholas  Handwerk,  Ang.  12,  1766 110 

George  Hofe,  Jan.  2, 1769 29 

Frederick  Kern,  May  4, 1748 143 

John  Kuntz,  Nov.  17,1790 ^ 

Johannes  Kunkle,  Oct.  29, 1769 El 

Michael  Kunkle,  Oct.  29,  1769 41 

John  Kern,  March  27, 1769 370 

Jacob  Moyer,  March  24, 1749 100 

Jacob  Moyer,  Dec.  6,  1749 100 

Jacob  Mowrer,  Dec.  15,  1743 ^....     33 

Jacob  Mowrer,  Dec.  15,  1743 182 

Jacob  Mowrer,  May  15,  1745 33 

Peter  Missemer,  Feb.  7,  1752 25 

Peter  Missemer,  Dec. 14,  1753 174 

Peter  Missemer,  Dec.  31,  1773 28 

Peter  Missemer.  Aug.  12,  1776 .32 

George  Nyhart,  May  30, 1750 112 

Henry  Oswald.  Jan.  31,  1749 6:! 

Jacob  Peters,  March  12,  17.52 31 

Eudolph  Peters,  Jan.  28,  1754 74 

Adam  Reeder,  Aug  5,1752 27 

John  Eochel,  Feb.  10,1755 112 

William  Rex,  Oct.  31, 1753 86 

Michael  Remaly,  Aug.  5, 1767 32 

.lohn  Ruckle,  Aug.  10,  1766 28 

Peter  Ruch,  Oct.  24,  1765 38 

Simon  Wehr,  Oct.  3, 1753 161 

Simon  Wehr,  April  6,1767 6 

Leonard  Wassun,  Aug.  7,  1766 50 

Simon  Wehr,  Aug.  15,  1767 25 

Schools, — The  earliest  information  obtainable  con- 
cerning the  schools  of  this  township  relates  to  the 
year  1812,  and  is  received  from  Jonas  Kern,  who  in 
that  year  and  in  1813  attended  a  school  held  in  a  log 
building  situated  where  Stephen  and  Edward  Kern 
now  live.  The  teacher  was  one  Moyi.'r,  and  the  me- 
dium of  education  was  exclusively  German.  Later, 
about  1815,  Dorsey  Rudy  held  school  in  a  log  build- 
ing a  mile  back  from  the  river,  where  the  Friedens 
Church  now  is.  Like  Moyer,  he  imparted  instruction 
in  the  German  language.  In  1818,  Moyer  had  a  school 
where  Joseph  Scheffler  now  lives. 

The  first  English  school  in  the  township  was  doubt- 
less that  which  was  opened  by  William  Kern  about 
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1820  in  the  old  mill  which  stood  in  the  middle  of  the 
road  at  the  end  of  the  Trout  Creek  bridge.  The  next 
English  school  was  opened  in  1847  at  the  house  of 
David  and  Charles  Peters  by  George  Reynhart,  and 
was  taught  at  a  later  period  by  Cochran  Sterling,  who 
received  eight  dollars  per  month  and  "  boarded  round." 
He  had  on  the  average  eight  pupils. 

German  schools  were  kept  up  regularly  after  1812 
(and  probably  for  a  considerable  period  prior  to  that 
date).  Joseph  Oberholtzen  taught  where  the  Friedens 
Church  now  is  about  1837,  and  was  followed  by  George 
Haley,  Reynhart,  Rhodes,  and  others. 

The  school  law  providing  for  free  education  passed 
the  Legislature  in  1834.  Heidelberg,  of  which  Wash- 
ington was  then  a  part,  voted  against  its  acceptance 
year  after  year,  and  public  opinion  progressed  so 
slowly  that  it  was  not  until  1848  that  it  was  accepted. 
By  that  time  that  portion  of  the  law  providing  for 
annual  appropriations  from  the  county  funds  for  the 
maintenance  of  schools  in  the  accepting  districts  had 
been  revoked,  and  the  amount  which  had  accumulated 
for  Heidelberg  since  1834  was  lost.  Washington,  on 
becoming  a  separate  township,  was  divided  into  seven 
districts, — Friedens,  the  Furnace,  Peter's,  Bachman's 
(Rex's),  and  two  in  union  with  Heidelberg  and  White- 
hall. 

In  1865  the  township  had  eleven  districts  and  six 
hundred  and  fifty-five  pupils.  By  1874  another  dis- 
trict had  been  set  off,  making  twelve.  The  number 
of  pupils  in  that  year  was  six  hundred  and  seventy- 
eight. 

There  are  now  twelve  districts,  one  or  two  of  which 
contain  two  schools.  The  school-houses  now  in  use 
are  all  good  brick  structures,  about  twenty-five  by 
thirty-five  feet,  and  costing  on  an  average  one  thou- 
sand dollars  each. 

In  Friedens  District  the  old  building  was  retained 
in  use  until  the  present  substantial  brick  house  was 
built  in  1881. 

In  Newhart's  District  school  was  kept  for  many 
years  in  an  old  log  building  about  half  a  mile  from 
the  present  one,  on  land  of  Henry  Peters.  The  new 
fichool-house  was  built  in  1876. 

Rex's  District  was  supplied  with  a  new  and  well- 
furnished  building  in  1872.  The  old  school-house 
was  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  present  one, 
on  land  of  Jacob  Rex. 

The  old  school-house  in  the  Furnace  District  gave 
place  to  the  present  one  in  the  summer  of  1876. 

Tlie  first  school- house  in  Peter's  District  was  built 
in  1872,  but  being  an  inferior  building  was  supplanted 
with  the  present  one  in  1878. 

In  the  Williamstown  District  a  school  came  into 
existence  as  a  result  of  the  quarrying  operations. 
The  first  house,  built  there  about  twenty  years  ago, 
gave  place  to  the  present  brick  structure  recently. 

There  have  been  three  school-houses  in  the  Lehigh 
Gap  District.  It  was  there  that  the  pioneer  peda- 
gogue Moyer,  to   whom  allusion  has   already  been 


made,  taught  school  in  1812.  A  fairly  good  frame 
building  succeeded  the  one  in  which  he  taught,  and 
in  turn  was  supplanted  by  the  present  brick  build- 
ing. 

Slatedale  District  has  two  school-houses.  Many 
years  ago  frame  structures  were  built,  which  were 
ample  for  the  needs  of  the  few  children  of  the  neigh- 
borhood then,  but  as  the  development  of  the  slate- 
quarries  brought  an  influx  of  population,  more  room 
was  demanded,  and  the  present  brick  school-houses 
were  erected  in  1882. 

Franklin  District  contains  school-houses  numbers 
12  and  13,  both  built  in  1876.  Schools  had  formerly 
been  kept  in  such  rooms  as  the  board  could  rent. 

In  the  Renninger  District  the  present  school-house, 
built  quite  recently,  was  the  first. 

The  school  in  the  Remaly  District  (No.  11)  was 
an  outgrowth  of  the  village  of  Friedensville.  The 
present  school-house  was  built  in  1870. 

Justices  of  the  Peace. — The  justices  elected  for 
this  township  since  its  organization  have  been  as  fol- 
lows : 


Stephen  Schlosser. 
Boas  Hausman.... 
Lewis  C.  Smith.... 

Commissioned. 
.April    11,1848 
.     "          9,  1860 
.     "          9,  1860 
.     "        10, 1865 
.     "        10, 1866 
..May       2,  1869 
.April    10,1860 
.     "        14,  1863 
.     "        11,1866 

Alexander  Peter- 
Lewis  C.  Smith.... 
Lewis  H.  Rnth.... 
Alexander  Peter. 
Lewis  H,  Koth.... 
Alexander  Peter.. 

Lewis  H.  Both 

Orrille  S.  Peter... 
Alexander  Peter... 

Copimissioned. 

..April    14,1868 

..     "          8, 1870 

..     "          9,1672 

"        15  1873 

*'        19  1877 

William  F.  Moser 

Henry  Euotz 

Alexander  Peter.. 
Benj.  J.  Schlosser, 

..March  25, 1878 
..      "       30,  1882 
..April     6, 1883 
.     "          6, 188:1 

Mills. — The  first  grist-mill  within  the  present  limits 
of  Washington  township  is  thought  to  have  been  lo- 
cated on  Trout  Creek,  near  the  site  of  Slatedale,  and 
to  have  been  built  before  the  first  of  the  Kern  Mills, 
which  stood  where  the  ruins  of  the  old  saw-mill  are, 
above  Trout  Creek  Bridge.  The  second  Kern  Mill 
was  built  in  the  middle  of  the  road,  and  the  third 
and  present  one  was  erected  in  1850,  by  Jonas  Kern. 

About  1860,  George  Krauss  built  an  extensive  grist- 
mill at  Slatedale,  on  the  site  of  the  old  one,  but  it  was 
destroyed  by  fire  in  1881,  and  has  not  been  rebuilt. 
Another  grist-mill  was  carried  on  near  the  saw-mill 
on  the  creek  by  Jonas  Bloss. 

A  large  grist-mill  was  built  by Frantz,  on  a 

branch  of  Trout  Creek,  about  1814.  It  became  the 
property  of  Jacob  Kuntz,  and  was  sold  by  him  to  his 
son,  Tilghmau  Kuntz,  and  passed  into  the  possession 
of  the  present  proprietor,  Mr.  Oswald,  about  1873. 

The  first  saw-mill  was  on  Trout  Creek,  above  the 
present  Trout  Creek  Bridge,  and  was  built  before 
1756,  and  subsequently  removed  to  where  the  mantel- 
factory  now  is.  This  was  where  Franklin  got  his 
timber  sawed  for  Fort  Allen.  In  1.S44,  George  Kern, 
son  of  John,  repaired  the  mill,  and  when  ready  to 
run,  he  wanted  something  to  keep  his  accounts  on. 
He  went  to  the  store  of  David  and  Charles  Peter,  who 
then  kept  a  variety  store,  three  miles  from  Slatington, 
to  buy  a  slate.  They  had  them  to  sell,  but  George 
thought  forty-five  cents  "  sicsaen  zu  hoch"  ("  too 
high"),  and  went  home  without  buying  one,  took  an 


WASHINGTON  TOWNSHIP. 


553 


axe,  and  went  out  to  the  ledge  back  of  the  mill  and 
split  off  a  piece  of  the  outcrop  of  rock,  smoothed  it 
off  a  little,  squared  it,  and  hung  it  up  as  his  account- 
slate,  and  used  it  three  years  before  he  knew  he  had 
slate  on  his  ground. 

At  present  there  are  five  saw-mills  in  the  township. 
Thomas  Weiss  has  a  steam-power  mill  near  Slatedale  ; 
Jonas  Bloss  has  one  on  Trout  Creek  ;  Caspar  Hewitt 
&  Co.  operate  one  near  the  old  Lehigh  Furnace; 
Stephen  Andrews  has  one  below  Slatington,  on  the 
Lehigh  Eiver,  and  near  this  is  another  owned  by  Elias 
Andrews. 

Lehigh  Furnace.— In  1826,  Stephen  Balliet  and 
Samuel  Helffrich  purchased  from  Christian  Snyder 
and  Christian  Bloss  about  twenty-five  acres  of  land, 
lying  at  the  foot  of  the  Blue  Mountain,  upon  which 
in  the  same  year  they  erected  a  furnace,  the  dimen- 
sions of  which  were :  height,  thirty  feet ;  bosh,  (about) 
eight  feet.  It  was  "  blown  in"  in  the  latter  part  of  the 
summer  of  1826,  the  ore  used  being  brought  by  wag- 
ons from  a  bed  in  South  Whitehall  township  owned 
by  Messrs.  Balliet  &  Helffrich,  and  now  the  property 
of  the  former's  heirs.  Mr.  Helffrich  died  in  1830,  and 
two  years  later  his  interest  was  purchased  by  Stephen 
Balliet,  who  operated  the  furnace  until  his  death,  in 
1854,  after  which  it  was  carried  on  by  his  heirs  for 
several  years,  and  sold  by  them  to  Cooper  &  Hewitt, 
of  New  York,  who  still  own  the  property.  It  has 
been  out  of  blast  for  several  years.  The  location  for 
the  furnace  was  chosen  near  the  Blue  Ridge  because 
of  the  quantity  of  wood  on  the  mountain  for  making 
charcoal.  Other  tracts  of  land  adjoining  were  pur- 
chased soon  after  the  furnace  was  blown  in.  One 
Applebach  was  the  first  superintendent,  but  was  soon 
succeeded  by  Samuel  Lewis  (now  of  Allentown),  who 
conducted  the  business  about  four  years,  when  Benja- 
min S.  Levan  (now  of  Coplay)  took  charge,  and  con- 
tinued till  the  death  of  Mr.  Balliet,  in  January,  1854, 
when  he  became  the  superintendent  of  the  Lehigh 
Valley  Iron  Company  (now  Coplay  Iron  Company)  at 
Coplay. 

The  Slate  Interests. — The  most  important  industry 
in  this  township,  after  farming,  is  the  quarrying  of 
slate.  An  account  of  the  first  operations  appears  in 
the  chapter  upon  Slatington,  and  we  here  give  facts 
concerning  the  several  quarries  and  companies  or  in- 
dividuals operating  them. 

The  Lehigh  Slate  Company  was  chartered  in  1854, 
and  began  business  with  a  capital  of  one  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand  dollars.  The  first  quarry  opened  by 
this  strong  organization  was  the  Washington.  The 
Franklin  was  added  soon  afterwards,  the  Mantel  in 
1860,  and  the  New  Bangor  in  1868.  The  company 
continued  in  business  until  1881,  when  the  property 
was  sold  to  the  Easton  stockholders  under  the  name 
of  J.  Hess  &  Co.  It  is  now  principally  owned  by  Mr. 
Hess.  Caskie  &  Emack  are  the  present  lessees  of 
Washington  Quarry,  and  the  Franklin,  owned  by  the 
Williams  estate,  is  leased  to  and  operated  by  the  firm 


of  Huntz  &  Jacobs.  The  Mantel  is  at  present  aban- 
doned. This  quarry,  located  on  Trout  Creek,  eight 
hundred  feet  west  of  the  Lehigh  Valley  Railroad 
station  at  Slatington,  was  opened  by  George  and 
Nelson  Lobar  in  1848,  and  when  it  became  the  prop- 
erty of  the  Lehigh  Slate  Company  in  1868  it  was  val- 
ued at  fifty  thousand  dollars.  Robert  McDowell  has 
been  superintendent  from  the  first.  It  was  here  that 
Samuel  Caskie  conceived  and  put  into  practical  use 
the  idea  of  tunneling  for  slate.  The  quarry  was 
about  to  be  abandoned  in  1860  on  account  of  its 
heavy  top,  when  Mr.  Caskie  took  the  matter  in  charge 
and  drove  a  tunnel,  and  as  a  consequence  the  market 
was  supplied  from  this  quarry  for  years  with  the  very 
best  quality  of  slate  for  mantels,  blackboards,  etc. 

The  Williams  Quarry,  on  the  railroad,  four  hundred 
feet  north  of  the  station  at  Slatington,  was  opened 
by  David  and  Owen  Williams  in  ]  863.  This  quarry, 
which  has  been  valued  at  one  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars, is  now  owned  by  Henry  Fulmer,  of  Easton.  It 
affords  excellent  school  slate. 

The  Keystone,  fifteen  hundred  feet  north  of  Slating- 
ton Station,  was  opened  by  H.  O.  Wilson,  J.  Hoffman, 
William  Peters,  L.  C.  Smith,  and  H.  J.  Hankel  in 
1863.  In  1868  the  proprietors  assumed  the  name  of 
the  Keystone  Slate  Company.  The  quarry,  now  val- 
ued at  eighty-five  thousand  dollars,  is  owned  by 
Dodson  Brothers,  and  leased  by  Cassel  &  Co. 

The  Douglass  Quarry,  on  Trout  Creek,  one-third  of 
a  mile  west  of  Slatington  Station,  was  opened  by 
Robert  McDowell  in  1849,  and  in  1868  was  owned  by 
Morgan  Jones.  It  is  now  the  property  of  Henry 
Kuntz  and  family,  but  is  not  worked. 

Owen  Jones  and  William  Roberts,  in  1845,  opened 
on  the  west  branch  of  Trout  Creek,  half  a  mile  from 
the  station,  which  was  called  the  Welchtown  Quarry. 
By  1868  the  property  had  passed  into  the  possession 
of  Benjamin  Kern,  and  was  worked  by  R.  R.  Hughes 
&  Co.,  under  Mr.  Hughes'  superintendence.  Mr.  Kern 
now  leases  the  property  to  John  T.  Roberts  &  Co., 
who  work  the  quarry  by  tunneling. 

The  Franklin  Quarry  was  opened  subsequent  to 
1852,  and  purchased  by  Jones  &  Williams  in  1867 
for  eighty-nine  thousand  dollars.  The  machinery  here 
is  propelled  by  a  twenty-five  horse-power  engine. 

The  Eagle  Quarry,  three-fourths  of  a  mile  from 
Slatington,  was  opened  in  1867,  and  Philip  Woodring 
and  Henry  Kuntz  soon  became  its  proprietors. 

David  Williams  in  1869  opened  a  quarry  two  hun- 
dred yards  from  the  Slatington  Station,  and  erected 
a  school-slate  factory,  in  which  he  employed  a  twenty 
horse-power  engine.  He  built  also,  in  1877,  a  school- 
slate  and  mantel-factory. 

The  first  derrick,  used  in  the  slate-quarries  was 
erected  at  the  old  Washington  Quarry  in  1857,  by 
Charles  Peters  and  Boas  Housman. 

Stephen  Daner  in  1867  opened  the  Monitor  Quarry, 
on  the  west  branch  of  Trout  Creek,  three-fourths  of 
a  mile  from  Slatington  Station.     R.  Knecht  was  asso- 
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ciated  with  him,  under  the  name  of  the  Monitor  Slate 
Company.     The  quarry  is  not  now  worlced. 

The  Madison,  near  the  quarry  just  Mentioned,  was 
opened  by  J.  Shifely,  S.  Daner,  and  D.  Coward  in  1867, 
but  was  sold  the  succeeding  year  to  the  Rochester 
Slate  Company.  Benjamin  Kern  now  owns  this  and 
also  the  Monitor. 

Bangor  Quarry,  on  Trout  Creek,  half  a  mile  from 
Slatington  Station,  was  opened  in  1867  by  R.  McDow- 
ell.    It  was  considered  worth  forty  thousand  dollars. 

Washington  Quarry,  which  has  been  heretofore 
mentioned,  was  also  opened  by  R.  McDowell  in  the 
year  1848.  It  is  now  owned  by  James  Hess,  of  Easton, 
and  leased  by  Caskie  &  Emack. 

Blue  Vein  Quarry,  on  Trout  Creek,  three-fifths  of  a 
mile  from  Slatington  Depot,  was  opened  by  D.  D. 
Jones,  O.  Saylor,  and  others  in  1866.  Two  years 
later  it  was  owned  by  the  Blue  Vein  Slate  Company, 
which  was  chartered  with  a  capital  of  seventy-five 
thousand  dollars,  and  was  then  considered  worth  fifty 
thousand  dollars.  It  is  now  owned  by  Melchior 
H.  Horn,  and  leased  to  William  Siebert. 

Near  the  last  mentioned  is  the  Penryn  Quarry, 
which  was  opened  by  Hugh  Hughes  and  D.  D.  Jones 
in  1864.  In  1868  it  was  owned  by  D.  D.  Jones  alone, 
and  the  little  hamlet  which  grew  up  at  the  place  was 
called  Jonestown.  The  quarry  is  now  owned  by  D.  D. 
Jones  and  Amos  Bonnall,  and  is  leased  to  William  H. 
Siebert. 

Demarara  Quarry,  near  the  above,  was  opened  in 
1856  by  Nelson  Labar  and  F.  Smith,  and  owned  in 
1868  by  the  Demarara  Slate  Company.  It  is  now 
owned  by  Warthman  &  Peters,  but  is  not  worked. 

The  Eagle  Quarry  was  opened  by  H.  Kuntz,  T. 
Kern,  and  others  in  1866,  and  is  now  owned  by  Kuntz 
&  Jacobs,  but  is  not  worked. 

The  American  Quarry,  four-fifths  of  a  mile  from 
the  depot,  was  opened  by  Thomas  Kern  in  1864. 
Later  it  was  owned  by  the  American  Slate  Company, 
chartered  with  a  capital  of  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  thousand  dollars.  The  value  of  the  quarry,  lands, 
and  buildings  is  placed  at  one  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  dollars.  The  present  owner  is  Dr.  John  J. 
Detweiler,  of  Easton,  and  the  lessee  Joel  Neff. 

The  quarry  known  as  the  Harry  Williams,  on  Trout 
Creek,  nearly  a  mile  and  a  quarter  from  Slatington 
Station,  was  opened  by  William  J.  Roberts  in  1850, 
and  subsequently  was  operated  by  the  Blue  Mountain 
Slate  Company.  It  has  been  valued  at  one  hundred 
and  fifty  thousand  dollars.  This  quarry  is  now  owned 
by  the  estate  of  Henry  Williams,  and  leased  to  Krum, 
Mosser  &  Co. 

A  little  farther  up  Trout  Creek  is  a  quarry  named 
after  it,  and  opened  by  /.  Thomas  and  D.  McKenna 
in  1865.  It  subsequently  passed  into  the  possession 
of  the  McDowell  Slate  Company,  and  is  now  the 
property  of  the  Dime  Savings-Bank.  It  is  not  worked 
at  present.  The  property  is  valued  at  one  hundred 
and  twenty-five  tliousand  dollars. 


The  Franklin,  still  farther  up  the  creek,  was  opened 
by  Dr.  H.  O.  Wilson  in  1865,  and  soon  became  the 
property  of  D.  D.  Jones  and  H.  Williams.  It  is  now 
owned  by  the  Williams  estate,  and  leased  to  Kuntz 
&  Jacobs.  Value  is  stated  as  one  hundred  and  forty 
thousand  dollars. 

The  slate-quarry  a  little  distance  above  the  last 
named  was  opened  by  Daniel  Thomas  in  1868,  and  is 
now  owned  by  the  Star  Slate  Company,  and  leased  to 
Owen  A.  Williams.  It  is  valued  at  sixty  thousand 
dollars,  with  lands  and  buildings. 

The  Glencoe,  on  the  west  branch  of  Trout  Creek, 
two  miles  from  the  station  in  Slatington,  was  opened 
by  M.  D.  George  and  others  in  1856,  but  soon  the 
Glencoe  Slate  Company  was  organized,  with  a  capital 
of  forty  thousand  dollars,  to  operate  it.  The  value 
of  the  property  is  about  thirty  thousand  dollars. 

The  Conway  Quarry,  about  two  miles  up  the  creek, 
opened  by  Dr.  H.  O.  Wilson  in  1866,  subsequently 
passed  into  the  possession  of  the  Conway  Slate  Com- 
pany, who  are  its  present  owners. 

The  Brooklyn,  near  that  just  mentioned,  opened  by 
D.  McKenna  and  Mr.  Thomas  in  1866,  is  the  property 
of  the  Brooklyn  Slate  Company.  It  is  valued  at  fifty 
thousand  dollars. 

The  Humboldt,  a  short  distance  from  the  Brooklyn, 
was  opened  by  Henry  Wert  in  1866,  and  passed  into 
the  ownership  of  the  Humboldt  Slate  Company.  It 
is  not  now  worked. 

North  of  the  quarry  just  mentioned  is  the  Hoffman, 
opened  by  William  Weiss  and  William  Roth  in  1868. 
This  quarry,  not  now  worked,  has  been  valued  as  high 
as  forty  thousand  dollars. 

The  Locke  Slate-Quarry,  at  Slatedale,  three  and 
one-half  miles  from  the  station  at  Slatington,  now 
owned  by  Francis  Shenter,  was  opened  by  George 
and  Wilson  Labar  in  1848,  and  subsequently  owned 
by  the  Locke  Slate  Company.  The  value  of  the 
property  has  been  estimated  at  one  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  dollars. 

Enterprise  Quarry,  near  Slatedale,  was  opened  by 
Francis  Shenter  in  1868,  subsequently  operated  by 
the  Enterprise  Slate  Company,  and  is  now  the  prop- 
erty of  Joseph  German,  who  leases  to  John  Bauer  & 
Co.  The  property  is  valued  at  seventy-five  thousand 
dollars.     It  is  now  being  worked. 

Hope  Quarry,  on  Trout  Creek,  four  miles  from 
Slatington,  was  opened  by  Owen  Lloyd  in  1861.  It 
subsequently  passed  into  the  hands  of  the  Hope  Slate 
Company  and  the  Saegersville  Slate  Company,  the 
present  owners.  This  quarry  is  also  now  operated, 
and  the  property  is  valued  at  sixty-five  thousand 
dollars. 

Diamond  Quarry,  on  Trout  Creek,  five  miles  from 
Slatington,  was  opened  by  Schall  &  Balliet  in  1848, 
and  in  1863  passed  to  the  Diamond  Slate  Company. 
It  is  now  owned  by  William  Herbst,  but  is  not 
worked. 

The  Kern  Quarry,  on  the  creek,  one  mile  from  the 
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station  at  Slatington,  was  opened  by  J.  Kern,  Morgan 
&  Co.  in  1867.  It  is  now  owned  by  D.  D.  Jones,  but 
is  not  worked. 

Two  and  a  quarter  miles  up  the  creek,  T.  Weiss,  in 
1847,  opened  the  Joy  Quarry,  which  he  still  owns, 
but  does  not  operate. 

Three-fourths  of  a  mile  up  the  creek  is  the  Laury 
Quarry,  opened  by  Laury  &  Co.  in  1858,  and  now 
owned  and  operated  by  John  Williams  &  Co. 

The  Blue  Mountain  Quarry,  on  Trout  Creek,  two 
and  a  half  miles  from  Slatington  Station,  was  opened 
by  Dr.  H.  O.  Wilson  in  1866.  It  has  been  owned  by 
several  persons,  and  is  now  the  property  of  the  Blue 
Vein  Slate  Company.     Work  is  now  going  on  here. 

About  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  quarry  just 
mentioned  is  the  Excelsior,  opened  by  T.  Weiss  in 
1864,  and  still  owned  by  him.  The  Excelsior  is  not 
now  operated. 

Besides  these  quarries  which  have  been  mentioned 
there  are  several  newer  ones.  D.  D.  Jones  and  Robert 
E.  Roberts  opened  valuable  beds  in  1883,  which  are 
now  worked  to  good  advantage. 

Many  of  these  quarries  have  been  exhausted -and 
abandoned.  Others,  though  long  operated,  are  still 
yielding  well,  while  new  ones  are  frequently  opened. 
The  quarries  from  which  school-slates  are  now  being 
taken  are  those  of  David  Williams  &  Co.,  the  Lehigh 
Slate  Company,  Jones  &  Town,  the  Locke  Slate  Com- 
pany, and  Glencoe  Company.  These  companies  take 
out  about  two  hundred  and  eighty-five  thousand 
school-slates  per  month  in  the  rough,  and  sonlething 
over  fifty-three  thousand  squares  of  roofing-slates. 
More  than  five  hundred  men  are  employed  in  the 
industry. 

The  deposit  of  slate  in  this  region  extends  from 
Trout  Creek  to  the  Blue  Mountain,  and  is  practically 
inexhaustible. 

Besides  the  borough  of  Slatington,  to  which  a  sepa- 
rate chapter  is  devoted,  there  are  in  Washington 
township  several  small  villages,  concerning  which  a 
few  facts  remain  to  be  presented. 

Friedensville. — The  land  on  which  this  hamlet  is 
situated  was  owned  at  an  early  date  by  John  Peters. 
The  place  contains  about  a  dozen  houses,  a  Union 
Church,  and  a  school-house.  The  location  of  the 
church  here  in  1847  may  be  considered  the  begin- 
ning of  the  hamlet.  It  was  built  by  the  Lutheran 
and  German  Reformed  congregations,  which  were 
organized  by  the  people  of  the  neighborhood.  The 
pastors  of  the  Lutheran  congregation  have  been  as 
follows :  Revs.  Jeremiah  Shindel,  William  B.  Roth, 
Thomas  Steck  (1859-67),  J.  S.  Renninger  (1867  to 
date).  The  congregation  has  about  two  hundred 
and  fifty  members.  The  Reformed  congregation, 
which  numbers  but  few  less  than  the  Lutheran, 
has  been  ministered  to  by  the  following  pastors, . 
viz. :  Revs.  Erasmus  Helffrich,  Alfred  J.  G.  Dubbs, 
William  Helffrich,  Levi  K.  Derr,  and  William  J. 
Peters. 


Slatedale  has  two  hotels  (kept  by  John  Lewis  and 
John  Balliet),  two  stores,  a  blacksmith-shop,  a  school- 
house,  two  churches,  a  depot  building  of  the  Lehigh 
Valley  Branch  Railroad,  and  a  post  office.  Its  popu- 
lation is  about  seven  hundred.  The  post-office  was 
established  in  June,  1883,  with  Lewis  F.  Fink  as 
postmaster. 

Of  the  churches  here,  the  Methodist  is  the  oldest 
and  best  sustained.  The  walls  of  the  house  erected 
by  this  denomination  were  put  up  in  1856,  but  the 
structure  was  not  completed  until  1858.  The  trustees 
were  Owen  W.  Owens  and  Stinson  Hagaman,  and  they 
constituted  the  building  committee.  The  first  pastor 
was  Rev.  John  Jones,  and  the  succeeding  ones  Jacob 

Schlichter, McGee, Barr,  S.  Powers,  N.  B. 

Durell,'and  E.  Townsend.  The  church  is  served  in 
connection  with  that  at  Slatington. 

Evangelical  Association. — The  first  meetings  were 
held  in  private  houses  in  the  year  1858,  by  itinerant 
preachers  sent  out  by  the  Evangelical  Association. 
An  edifice  twenty-four  by  thirty  feet  was  erected  in 
1860,  under  the  direction  of  the  Rev.  John  Schell. 
The  society  grew  in  numbers  until  more  room  was 
required.  lu  1881,  under  the  pastorate  of  the  Rev. 
J.  C.  Bliem,  a  new  bricks  church,  thirty-four  by  fifty 
feet,  was  erected.  The  church  is  under  care  of  the 
pastors  of  the  church  at  Slatington. 

A  Lutheran  Church  was  organized  here  in  1876, 
but  has  not  been  actively  maintained. 

The  Presbyterian  Church,  organized  several  years 
ago,  now  has  no  preaching  and  maintains  no  active 
organization. 

WiUiamstown  is  a  small  hamlet,  with  a  popula- 
tion of  less  than  three  hundred,  and,  like  the  other 
hamlets  in  this  township,  had  its  origin  in  the  slate 
development.  There  is  a  brick  church  here,  owned 
by  the  Welsh  Baptists,  and  built  in  1862,  by  Henry 
Williams.  It  has  at  present  twenty  members,  and  no 
pastor.  The  hamlet  contains  also  a  store  and  a 
school-house. 

Franklin  contains  a  population  of  about  four  hun- 
dred. There  is  a  hotel  here,  kept  by  W.  P.  Williams, 
a  mantel-factory,  a  store,  and  two  school-houses. 


BIOGRAPHICAL    SKETCH. 


JOHN    BALLIET, 

John  Balliet,  grandson  of  Stephen  and  Magdalena 
Burkhalter  Balliet,  and  son  of  Stephen  Balliet  and 
his  wife,  Susan  Iherie,  was  born  Nov.  13,  1819,  at  Bal- 
lietsville.  North  Whitehall  township,  Lehigh  Co.,  and 
remained  during  boyhood  at  the  home  of  his  parents. 
After  limited  advantages  of  education  he  entered  the 
Lehigh  Charcoal  Furnace,  owned  by  his  father,  and  in 
various  capacities  made  his  services  valuable  while 
becoming  familiar  with  the  business.     In  connection 
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with  his  brothers,  Paul  and  Aaron,  he  ultimately  be- 
came owner  of  the  property,  and  later  its  superin- 
tendent. He  afterward  made  East  Penn  township. 
Carbon  Co.,  his  residence,  in  connection  with  the 
position  of  superintendent  of  the  East  Penn  Charcoal 
Furnace.  After  its  partial  destruction  by  a  freshet 
,it  was  rebuilt,  and  subsequently  leased  by  Mr.  Balliet, 
who  for  many  years  operated  it  successfully.  Aside 
from  these  interests,  he  is  the  owner  of  a  planing- 
mill  and  lumber-yard,  and  largely  engaged  in  real 
estate  operations,  and  the  erection  and  improvement 
of  buildings.  He  is  a  considerable  land-holder,  and 
the  possessor  of  many  farms  under  successful  cultiva- 
tion. He  removed  to  Bowmansville,  where  he  has 
large  interests,  in  1872,  and  which  for  many  years 
was  his  residence.  Mr.  Balliet  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Amanda  Eehrig,  of  East  Penn  township,  to 
whom  were  born  children, — Isabella  (Mrs.  Victor 
Bowman),  Alice  Emma  (deceased),  Lewis  F.,  Emma 
Jenetta  (Mrs.  John  Semmel),  Amanda  Sabina  (de- 
ceased), John  William,  Benjamin  Matthias  (deceased), 
Martha  Sophia,  Harry  Charles,  and  Charles  David 
(deceased).  Mr.  Balliet  is  in  politics  a  Republican, 
but  not  a  strong  partisan.  He  is  a  director  of  the 
Slatington  Bank,  and  one  of  the  shareholders  in  the 
Lehigh  Furnace,  at  Allentown,  and  the  Lehigh  Val- 
ley Furnace,  at  Coplay.  He  is  also,  with  his  brothers, 
interested  in  extensive  iron-ore  beds  in  Lehigh  County. 


CHAPTER    XXXVII. 

BOROUGH   OF   SLATINGTON. 

Settlement  of  the  Kerns. — On  the  west  side  of  the 
Lehigh  River,  about  two  miles  below  the  gap  in  the 
Blue  Ridge,  at  a  point  where  the  famous  "  Warriors' 
Path"  crossed  the  stream,  and  where  is  now  the 
^  thriving  borough  of  Slatington,  one  Nicholas  Kern, 
^as  early  as  1737,  took  up  land  on  which  he  subse- 
quently made  his  home.  His  first  warrant  was  dated 
Nov.  24,  1737,  and  his  second  March  15,  1738.  The 
two  tracts  amounted  to  five  hundred  acres.  It  was 
described  as  being  on  the  west  branch  of  the  Dela- 
ware (as  the  Lehigh  was  then  called),  and  was  ad- 
joined on  one  side  by  land  of  Gottfried  Knauss  (who 
then  lived  near  the  site  of  Emaus),  and  upon  the 
other  by  vacant  land.  / 

Nicholas  Kern,  after  raising  a  large  family  of  chil- 
dren, died  in  1748,  leaving  a  widow,  six  sons — 
Henry,  Frederick,  Nicholas,  John,  William,  George 
— and  one  dau;;hter, — Caroline  (Mrs.  Martin  Sing- 
ling). A  will  left  by  Kern  directed  that  the  property 
should  be  divided  into  eight  equal  parts  between  the 
widow  and  children.  All  of  the  family  remained  at 
this  place  until  the  youngest  children  had  arrived  at 
maturity,  when  some  of  them  removed  to  the  lower 
part  of  the  county,  where  their  descendants  still  re- 


side. William  and  John  remained  at  the  homestead, 
and  took  care  of  the  farm  and  the  mills  which  had 
been  erected  on  Trout  Creek. 

In  the  Evans  map  of  1755,  and  in  Edward  Scull's 
of  1770,  one  of  these  mills  was  designated  as  "  Truck- 
er's Mill."  Benjamin  Franklin,  in  his  report  to  Gov- 
ernor Morris,  in  January,  1756,  states  that  he  procured 
boards  and  timber  for  the  building  of  Fort  Allen,  at 
Weissport,  from  "  Trucker's  Saw-Mill."  Many  state 
papers,  letters,  or  reports  from  officers  who  were  sta- 
tioned in  this  region  from  1756  to  1764,  bear  date 
"  Kern's"  or  "  Trucker's."  Mrs.  Michael  Ramaly, 
long  since  dead,  gave  information  many  years  ago  to 
Charles  Peters,  of  Slatington,  concerning  this  name 
"  Trucker,"  stating  that  it  was  given  to  William  Kern 
to  distinguish  him  from  others  of  the  same  name,  and 
that  he  was  of  a  jovial  turn  of  mind,  much  given  to 
joking.  "  Trockener,"  in  German,  signifies  a  joker,  a 
wit,  and  that  was  doubtless  the  term  originally  ap- 
plied to  the  miller,  which  in  time  was  corrupted  to 
/'  Trucker." 

4  In  the  year  1761  a  road  was  laid  out  on  the  line  of 
the  old  Warriors'  Path,  crossing  Trout  Creek,  and 
running  through  the  site  of  Slatington. 

On  the  4th  of  January,  1770,  William  and  John 
Kern  bought  of  the  other  heirs  considerable  of  the 
land  left  to  them.  The  former  had  one  hundred  and 
forty  acres,  for  which  he  paid  three  hundred  pounds, 
and  John  two  hundred  and  twenty-six  acres,  for 
which  he  paid  two  hundred  and  fifty  pounds.  Wil- 
liam purchased  other  lands,  and  on  Oct.  1,  1799,  he 
and  his  wife,  Salome,  deeded  to  Nicholas  and  John 
Kern,  their  sons,  two  tracts  of  land  near  the  home- 
stead. One  of  these  tracts  (one  hundred  and  seventy- 
two  acres)  had  been  patented  Jan.  16,  1784,  and  an- 
other, of  two  hundred  and  ninety-five  acres,  March 
10, 1794.  Frederick  Kern,  a  brother  of  William,  took 
up  a  warrant  for  land  the  year  his  father  died,  and 
John,  another  brother,  took  up  one  hundred  and 
forty-nine  acres  March  27,  1769. 

The  mill  heretofore  spoken  of  originally  stood  above 
the  iron  bridge  that  crosses  Trout  Creek,  but  subse- 
quently was  removed  to  the  place  where  now  stands 
Hess  &  Co.'s  mantel-factory.  William  Kern's  house, 
built  of  logs  and  possessing  the  distinction  of  a  double 
porch,  stood  where  the  residences  of  Benjamin  Kern 
and  Henry  Kuntz  now  are  It  was  torn  down  about 
185a  The  old  ston"e  barn,  built  about  1807,  is  still 
standing. 

Reverting  to  the  Kern  family,  we  can  state  that 
William,  who  lived  until  about  1810,  had  at  least 
eight  children,  viz. :  William,  Stoflfel  (or  Christo- 
pher), Nicholas,  John,  Jacob,  Elizabeth,  Salome,  and 
Julia,  by  two  wives.  William  lived  at  Lehigh  Gap, 
and  kept  tavern  there  many  years.  He  died  near 
Stemlersville.  Stofiel  settled  about  midway  between 
the  site  of  Slatington  and  the  Blue  Mountain  and  fol- 
lowed farming.  His  sons  were  Henry,  Daniel,  Charles, 
Levi,  and  Stephen ;  Levi  alone  is  now  living,  and  is 
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located  north  of  the  mountains.  There  were  also 
three  daughters,  of  whom  Elizabeth  (Mrs.  Stephen 
Smith) ,  of  Schneckville,  is  the  only  one  living.  Nich- 
olas Kern  lived  at  the  homestead  until  1819.  He 
married  Hannah  Best,  the  daughter  of  an  early  set- 
tler, and  built  a  house  on  a  portion  of  the  old  farm, 
about  a  mile  from  the  site  of  Slatiugton.  He  had 
four  sons, — Henry,  Jacob,  Adam,  and  Stephen,  of 
whom  Adam  and  Jacob  are  the  only  ones  living,  and 
are  located  respectively  in  Illinois  and  in  Heidelberg 
township.  Two  daughters  are  also  living, — Polly 
(Mrs.  Eli  Hoffman)  in  Lowhill,  and  Anna  (Mrs.  Eli 
Kern)  in  Washington  township. 

John  Kern,  son  of  William,  was  born  in  1777,  and 
died  here  in  1850,  aged  seventy-three  years.  He  car- 
ried on  the  farm  and  also  the  second  mill  (of  which 
more  extended  mention  will  presently  be  made).  His 
sons  were  Jonas,  Daniel,  Thomas,  Eeubeu,  and  Jo- 
seph, and  his  daughters,  Susanna  (Mrs.  Jonas  Hoff- 
man), Hannah  (Mrs.  D.  Wehr),  Lydia  (Mrs.  William 
Opp),  and  Leah  (Mrs.  Eli  Hoffman). 

Jonas  settled  at  the  homestead,  and  conducted  the 
mill  and  farm  until  1861,  and  now  lives  in  Lower 
Slatington  with  his  son,  Benjamin.  The  mill  was 
given  to  Mrs.  Henry  Kuntz,  whose  husband  rented  it 
for  a  time.  It  now  belongs  to  H.  A.  Kern,  son  of 
Charles,  son  of  Christopher. 

Jacob  Kern  settled  about  two  miles  down  the  Le- 
high from  the  old  home,  on  a  farm  which  Nathan 
Kern  now  owns.  The  only  one  of  this  family  now 
living  is  Elias  Kern,  of  Quakertown. 

John  Kern,  brother  of  William,  in  1755  lived  on 
land  which  is  now  cut  up  and  owned  by  various  per- 
sons, but  principally  by  Williams  &  Co.  Daniel, 
John,  and  George  were  his  sons.  Daniel  removed  to 
Indiana,  and  John  to  New  York,  George  settled  on 
the  river  and  followed  farming.  He  also  built  the 
atone  tavern  and  barn  which  still  stand  in  the  lower 
part  of  Slatington  and  are  inscribed  with  the  figures 
of  the  year  in  which  they  were  reared,  1824.  He  died 
about  1850.  He  had  two  sons, — George  and  Con- 
rad. 

There  were  no  other  settlers  than  the  Kerns  at  what 
is  now  Slatington  until  the  discovery  of  slate.  The 
family  lived  here  quietly  as  farmers  and  millers. 
Concerning  the  mills,  it  may  not  be  out  of  place  to 
state  that  the  first  grist-mill  stood  on  Trout  Creek, 
where  now  are  the  ruins  of  the  saw-mill  built  in  1763, 
and  still  to  be  seen.  It  is  said  that  William  Kern  was 
attacked  here  by  the  Indians  the  year  that  the  mill 
was  erected,  but  the  onslaught  could  not  have  been  a 
very  desperate  one,  if  it  is  true,  as  alleged,  that  he 
drove  them  away  with  a  cart-whip.  The  second  mill, 
a  stone  structure,  a  story  and  a  half  high,  was  built  in 
the  centre  of  the  present  road,  at  the  end  of  the  bridge 
over  Trout  Creek.  It  was  torn  down  in  1850,  and  the 
present  mill  was  then  erected  by  Jonas  Kern. 

At  that  time  the  only  people  who  lived  here  were 
Jonas  Kern  (who  had  a  double  house  and  the  mill 


already  mentioned),  John  Kern,  his  father,  Henry 
Kuntz,  and  Robert  McDowell,  who  had  established  a 
store.  This  slight  increase  of  population,  and  the 
subsequent  building  of  a  town  on  this  spot,  were 
caused  by  the  discovery  of  the  great  deposit  of  slate, 
valuable  for  various  commercial  purposes. 

The  Discovery  and  Development  of  the  Slate 
Deposits.^ — In  1844  two  Welshmen,  William  Roberts 
and  Nelson  Labar,  who  were  traveling  in  this  region, 
became  instrumental  in  bringing  into  existence  a 
great  industry  and  incidentally  the  town  of  which  we 
write.  While  making  the  journey  on  foot  from 
Easton  to  Mauch  Chunk  by  the  old  stage  route  along 
the  Lehigh,  they  discovered  at  one  of  their  resting- 
places,  opposite  the  site  of  Slatington,  some  pieces 
of  stone,  leaning  against  the  barn  of  Peter  Heimbach, 
in  which  they  recognized  a  close  resemblance  to  the 
merchantable  slate  of  their  native  country.  They 
learned  from  Mr.  Heimbach  where  it  had  been  ob- 
tained, and  upon  leaving  his  house  went  to  the  spot,  a 
little  distance  down  the  river,  and  made  investigations 
which  fully  satisfied  them  of  the  value  of  the  material. 
The  slate  was  found  on  the  land  of  John  Benninger, 
in  Northampton  County,  and  the  two  Welshmen  im- 
mediately leased  the  property.  In  the  spring  of  1845 
they  opened  a  quarry  a  little  below  where  the  works 
of  Caskie  &  Emach  now  are,  and  in  August  of  the 
same  year  John  Benninger  opened  Quarry  No.  1  of 
the  Heimbach  vein. 

The  same  season  Nelson  Labar  and  William  Rob- 
erts came  over  to  the  west  side  of  the  river,  in  the 
vicinity  of  Slatington,  to  look  for  slate,  but  they  de- 
cided that  there  was  none  there.  A  short  time  after- 
wards, however,  it  was  discovered  by  Owen  Jones. 
Roberts  then  united  with  him,  and  theylSased  Tand 
from  Jonas  Kern  for  fifteen  years.  Following  is  a 
portion  of  the  agreement  which  they  drew  up : 


1  In  this  connection  the  following  statement  by  D.  D.  Jones,  concern- 
ing early  slate  discoveries,  proves  interesting: 

"  The  first  digging  for  slate  began  in  this  county  (which  was  then 
Northampton)  as  early  as  the  beginning  of  this  century.  We  read  that 
a  number  of  capitalists  were  organized  under  a  charter  granted  by  the 
Legislature  to  open  and  work  a  slate-quarry  on  the  Delaware,  below  the 
Water  Gap,  as  early  as  a.d.  1806.  The  organization  of  this  company  no 
doubt  stimulated  others  to  new  enterprises  and  further  discoveries. 

"  After  slate  had  been  quarried  along  the  Delaware  for  a  number  of 
years,  it  was  thought  it  might  be  found  farther  along  the  Blue  Moun- 
tain, near  the  Lehigh  Gap.  Accordingly,  in  1844,  a  few  Welsh  and 
Jerseymen,  from  near  the  Delaware  Water  Gap,  emigrated  to  this 
vicinity,  where  they  made  the  first  opening  on  the  east  side  of  the 
Lehigh,  near  the  present  quarries  of  the  Heimbach  Slate  Company. 
They  also  explored  along  Trout  Creek,  and  in  1845  opened  the  first 
quarry,  situated  on  the  hill  near  Welshtown,  which  is  worked  at  present 
under  lease  by  Hugh  L.  Davis  &  Co.  Some  of  the  pioneers  in  this  en. 
terprise  were  William  Roberts,  Eobert  M.  Jones,  0w_en^Qnes,  Nelson 
and  George  Labar,  and,  later,  Hugh  L.  Davis,  Henry  Williams,  and 
others,  some  of  whom  arrived  here  direct  from  Wales. 

'•  I  should  mention  that  previous  to  the  above  explorations  a  party  of 
gentlemen  from  Baltimore,  Md.,  in  1828,  opened  a  slate-quarry  in  White- 
hall township,  west  of  Laury's  Station,  and  in  1831  a  portion  of  them, 
accompanied  by  our  townsman,  K.  McDowell,  Esq.,  discovered  slate  on 
the  farm  of  Thomas  Benninger,  near  the  Lebigh  Water  Gap.  A  quarry 
was  opened  and  worked  for  several  years,  after  which  slate  of  a  better 
quality  was  elsewhere  discovered,  and  the  old  opening  abandoned." 
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"  Article  of  agreement  made  and  concluded  upon  this  thirtieth  day 
of  August,  1845,  between  Jonas  Kern,  of  the  township  of  Heidelberg, 
in  the  County  of  Lehigh,  State  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Owen  Jones  and 
William  Roberta  of  ttie  same  place, — Term  of  15  years,  for  the  '  makiog 
a  quarry  of  slate-stone  to  make  slate  shingles,'  to  'pay  to  the  said  Jonas 
Kern,  Miller,  twenty-eight  cents  for  each  and  every  ton  of  slate  shin- 
gles.' Jonas  Kern  to  have  the  right  to  liave  as  many  of  the  large  slate 
that  could  not  be  used  for  shingles  ...  '  And  further,  the  aforesaid 
parties  agree  tliat  if  tlie  said  Jonas  Kern,  Miller,  has  a  mind  to  begin 
to  quarrey  himself,  he  can't  take  nobody  to  him  as  a  partner  except- 
ing Owen  Jones  or  William  Roberts ;  therefore  nobody  has  no  Right  to 
Commence  to  make  a  quarey  on  the  aforesaid  lands  but  Owen  Jones  and 
William  Roberts  or  Jonas  Kern,  Miller,  himself,  with  the  aforesaid  Owen 
Jones  and  William  Ri)bert9.' 

(Signed) 

"  Jonas  Kern. 

"Owen  Jones. 

"  William  Robeets. 
'*  Witness  at  signing, 
"Geobge  Rex." 

Jones  and  Roberts  then  opened  a  quarry  in  the  face 
of  the  hill,  on  the  east  side  of  the  road  leading  to 
Welchtown.  This  opening,  now  known  as  the  "  Tun- 
nel Quarry,"  is  worked  by  John  B.  Roberts.  In  the 
fall  of  1848,  Robert  McDowell  bought  a  third  interest 
of  Owen  Jones  and  William  Roberts.  Mr.  Jones 
soon  after  engaged  in  the  slate  business,  went  to 
Wales  and  brought  his  family  to  this  country.  He 
lived  here  many  years,  and  then  removed  to  Daniels- 
ville,  where  he  was  killed  by  the  fall  of  a  derrick. 
Mr.  Roberts,  who  has  been  mentioned  in  connection 
with  these  pioneer  operations  in  slate,  also«Stablished 
the  first  school-slate  factory.  The  Mr.  McDowell 
who  entered  into  partnership,  as  already  stated,  with 
Jones  and  Roberts,  became  a  prominent  merchant  of 
the  town,  and  one  of  the  leading  slate  dealers. 

The  second  lease  of  Jonas  Kern's  land  was  to  a 
company  (in  which  he  had  a  place)  composed  of 
James  M.  Porter,  Samuel  Taylor,  John  Williams,  and 
Robert  McDowell.  They  formed  a  partnership  for 
the  purpose  of  carrying  on  the  mercantile  business, 
and  also  for  quarrying.  The  store  was  to  be  opened 
March  25, 1847,  but  was  not  until  a  later  date,  because 
of  Mr.  Kern's  withdrawal,  and  other  reasons.  It  was 
finally  opened  in  the  double  house  which  was  owned 
by  Jonas  Kern;  and  built  many  years  before  by  Wil- 
liam Kern.  This  was  occupied  until  Kern  built  a 
new  structure  (the  west  end  of  the  Kern  block),  when 
McDowell  &  Co.  took  possession  of  it.  They  kept 
here  until  1851,  and  then  sold  out  to  Kern,  and 
opened  a  store  in  Upper  Slatington,  where  Mr.  Kuntz 
now  is. 

Under  the  second  lease  the  Douglass  and  Washing- 
ton Quarries  were  opened,  Thomas  Craig  uniting  with 
the  original  lessees  in  operating  them.  The  lands 
were  subsequently  bought. 

The  second  house  on  the  hill  was  built  by  Boas 
Housman,  who  was  book-keeper  for  McDowell  &  Co. 
It  was  of  stone,  and  stood  where  the  stores  of  Kreitz 
and  Seibert  now  are.  The  office  of  the  company  was 
where  J.  0.  Mack's  store  is.  The  second  office— a 
brick  building— is  now  the  office  of  Caskie  &  Emaok. 
In  1851  the  town  was  regularly  laid  out  by  D.  D. 


Jones  and  Robert  McDowell,  and  lots  were  sold.  By 
1860  the  place,  which  had  but  two  or  three  buildings 
in  1851,  had  gained  a  population  of  five  hundred,  and 
in  1869  it  had  reached  two  thousand.  One  of  the 
buildings  alluded  to  was  a  stone  tavern,  built  by 
John  Ramaly  in  1849.  The  first  store  was  started  in 
Upper  Slatington  in  1852  by  Robert  McDowell.  From 
this  time  on  the  growth  of  the  town,  at  first  called 
Waverly,  is  shown  in  the  history  of  its  schools, 
churches,  and  other  institutions.  (The  numerous 
slate-quarries  are  mentioned  in  the  chapter  on  Wash- 
ington township.) 

In  connection  with  this  account  of  the  operations 
in  slate  and  the  development  of  the  town,  we  subjoin 
sketches  of  three  of  the  men  most  prominently  en- 
gaged in  the  industry,  while  others  will  be  found  at 
the  close  of  the  chapter. 

Daniel  D^ Jones  is  of  Welsh  descent.     His  mater- 
nal grandfather, Smith,  a  native  of  Northamp- 
ton County,  with  his  wife,  removed  to  Philadelphia, 
where  he  engaged  in  the  hauling  of  lumber.     Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Smith  were,  in  1798,  the  victims  of  an  epidemic 
of  yellow  fever  prevailing  in  Philadelphia,  and  died 
in  one  night,  leaving  two  infant  daughters,  who  were 
adopted   by   friends   of  the  family.     One  of  these, 
Sophia,  married  Peter  Jones,  a  seafaring  man,  whose 
son,  Daniel,  the  only  survivor  of  four  children,  is  the 
subject  of  this  sketch.     He  was  born  April  1,  1827, 
in  Philadelphia,  and  having  been  left  an  orphan  at 
the  age  of  nine  years,  was  bound  for  four  years  to  a 
farmer  in   Bucks  County,  where  he  remained  two 
years  beyond  the  specified  time.    Having  determined 
to  acquire  a  trade,  he  removed  to  Bethlehem  and  per- 
fected himself  in  that  of  a  house-carpenter.     In  1849 
he  followed  the  tide  of  emigration  to  California,  and 
there   found   his   trade  a  remunerative  one,  skillful 
workmen  receiving  for  their  labor  sixteen  dollars  per 
day.     Mr.  Jones,  later,  engaged  in  the  mining  of  gold, 
and  subsequently  in  traffic  on  the  Sacramento  River. 
In  1850  he  embarked  in  mercantile  operations,  which 
were  continued  until  his  return,  the  following  year, 
to  his  native  State.     Mr.  Jones  made  Bethlehem  his 
residence,  and  subsequently  removed  to  Philadelphia. 
He  had  meanwhile  invested  capital  in  the  slate  busi- 
ness at  Slatington,  and  was  among  the  first  to  develop 
these  extensive  interests,  having  erected  the  first  house 
within  the  present  borough  limits,  and  bestowed  upon 
the  hamlet  the  name  it  bears.     He  enlisted  in  1861, 
and  during  the  late  war  served  in  the  quartermaster's 
department,   first  as   regimental   quartermaster  and 
later,  in  the  same  capacity,  connected  with  a  brigade 
and  a  division.     In  1867,  Mr.  Jones  married  Miss  S. 
Jenny  Mott,  daughter  of  Elijah  Mott,  of  Montrose, 
Susquehanna    Co.     Their    children    are   Harry  D., 
Freddy  M.,  Hiram  Belford,  and   three  who  died  in 
childhood.     Mr.  Jones  has  been   actively  identified 
with  business  enterprises  and  with  affairs  of  a  public 
and  official  character.     He  was  the  first  postmaster 
of  Slatington,  appointed   in   1851,  president  of  the 
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Dime  Savings-Bank  of  Slatington,  for  nine  years  a 
director  of  the  Manufacturers'  National  Banl£  of 
Philadelphia,  and  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Lehigh 
Slate  Company.  He  represented  the  city  of  Phila- 
delphia in  the  directorship  of  the  North  Penn  Kail- 
road,  is  a  life-member  of  the  Historical  Society  of 
Pennsylvania,  as  also  of  its  publication  fund,  having 
ever  manifested  much  interest  in  matters  of  a  his- 
torical and  antiquarian  nature.  He  is  a  Republican 
in  politics,  and  as  such  was  elected  burgess  of  Slating- 
ton and  member  of  its  school  board.  Mr.  Jones  is 
also  an  active  Mason,  and  member  of  the  Meridian 
Sun  Lodge,  No.  158,  of  Philadelphia,  and  of  the 
Girard  Mark  Lodge,  No.  214,  as  also  of  the  Columbia 
Chapter,  No.  91,  of  Philadelphia. 

David  Williams  is  of  Welsh  descent,  and  the  son 
of  William  Owen  and  Elizabeth  Williams,  who  re- 
sided in  Park,  near  Bethesda,  North  Wales.  Their 
son,  David,  was  bnrn  Sept.  9,  1822,  and  spent  his 
boyhood  in  Park,  the  place  of  his  birth.  He  received 
such  advantages  of  education  as  the  common  schools 
afforded,  and  at  the  age  of  fifteen  sought  employment 
at  the  Penryn  Slate-Quarries,  where  he  continued  to 
labor  until  the  age  of  twenty,  when,  in  company  with 
his  brother,  he  emigrated  to  America,  landing  in  New 
York  City.  Seeking  the  slate-quarries  of  Northamp- 
ton County,  Pa.,  he  prosecuted  his  trade  for  two  years 
with  Owen  Evans,  and  during  the  succeeding  six  years 
varied  this  with  other  occupations. 

In  1849  he  located  in  Northampton  County,  having 
purchased  slate-quarries,  which  he  operated  until  the 
property  was  sold.  In  1865  he  became  the  owner  of 
quarries  at  Slatington,  which  were  successfully  worked 
for  a  period  of  years,  when,  in  1881,  he  disposed  of 
the  interest  and  purchased  the  quarries  in  North- 
ampton County,  which  he  now  works.  He  still 
retains  his  residence  at  Slatington,  where  he  is  the 
proprietor  of  an  extensive  factory  for  the  manufac- 
ture of  school-slates.  Mr.  Williams  is  one  of  the 
most  extensive  slate-workers  in  the  county,  and  has 
been  largely  identified  with  the  development  of  this 
important  interest  in  Pennsylvania.  His  factory 
produces  annually  one  million  three  hundred  thou- 
sand school-slates,  which  find  a  ready  market  in  the 
various  States  of  the  Union.  Mr.  Williams  was 
married  in  1851  to  Miss  Julia  Ann  Brown,  daughter 
of  Peter  Brown,  of  Northampton  County.  Their 
children  are  James  M.,  Llewellyn  E.,  Walter  L., 
Allavesta,  and  Cinderella.  In  politics  he  is  a  Ee- 
publican,  and  represented  his  party  for  five  years 
as  burgess  of  the  borough  of  Slatington.  He  was 
educated  in  the  faith  of  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
though  a  supporter  of  all  religious  denominations. 

Hugh  L.  Davis  is  the  son  of  Edward  Davis,  who 
was  of  Welsh  lineage,  and  resided  in  Montgomery 
County,  North  Wales,  where  he  was  an  agriculturist. 
He  married  Ann  Lumley,  of  the  same  county,  and 
had  children  (eleven  in  number), — John,  Jane, 
Mary,  Eees,  Edward,  Ann,  Hugh  L.,  David,  Eliza- 


beth, Samuel,  and  one  who  died  in  youth.  Hugh 
L.,  of  this  number,  was  born  on  the  2d  of  November, 
1816,  in  Montgomery  County,  North  Wales,  and  re- 
mained, during  boyhood  and  youth,  upon  the  farm 
of  his  father,  whom  he  assisted  in  his  daily  routine  of 
labor.  Desiring  a  wider  field  of  action  than  was  pos- 
sible in  his  native  country,  he,  in  1841,  emigrated  to 
America.  Landing  in  New  York,  he  at  once  made 
the  State  of  Penn.sylvania  the  objective-point,  tarry- 
ing for  a  brief  period  at  various  places  which  offered 
advantageous  employment.  He  eventually  located 
at  Summit  Hill,  Carbon  Co.,  and  remained  for  twenty- 
two  years  as  superintendent  of  the  collieries  of  Daniel 
Bertsch.  Mr.  Davis  then  made  Slatington  his  place 
of  residence,  and  became  interested  in  the  Upper 
Lehigh  Coal  Company,  as  well  as  in  slate-quarries 
in  the  immediate  vicinity.  In  connection  with  other 
parties,  and  under  the  firm-name  of  Abbott  &  Davis, 
he  leased  the  coal-mines  at  Carbon  Run,  and  continued 
for  four  years  to  operate  them.  His  interest  in  the 
great  mineral  products  of  the  State  gradually  in- 
creased, and  Mr.  Davis  became  one  of  the  stock- 
holders in  the  Connellsville  Coke  and  Iron  Com- 
pany, at  Connellsville,  Pa.,  and  still  retains  connection 
with  this  influential  company.  Mr.  Davis  having 
devoted  the  larger  part  of  his  life  to  business  pur- 
suits, and  by  fidelity  to  the  trusts  imposed  in  him, 
and  great  technical  knowledge  of  the  industries  with 
which  he  was  connected,  rendered  his  career  a  suc- 
cessful one,  some  years  since  retired  from  active 
business,  though  still  retaining  his  connection  with 
many  important  industries.  He  was  married  April 
28,  1858,  to  Miss  Mary,  daughter  of  William  Mor- 
gan, of  Summit  Hill.  They  have  had  four  children, 
of  whom  Annie,  wife  of  Rev.  J.  Elwy  Lloyd,  is  the 
only  survivor.  Mr,  Davis  is  a  member  of  the  Welsh 
Presbyterian  Church  of  Slatington,  in  which  he  has 
officiated  as  an  elder.  He  is  identified  with  the  Ma- 
sonic fraternity  as  a  member  of  Slatington  Lodge, 
No.  440,  of  F.  and  A.  M. 

Mr.  D.  D.  Jones  thus  speaks  of  early  improvements 
in  and  about  the  town  : 

"  In  1854  the  Slatington  Bridge  Company  was  char- 
tered, the  bridge  built,  and  in  November  opened  to 
the  public.  The  Lehigh  Slate  Company,  formerly 
R.  McDowell  &  Co.,  was  also  chartered  this  year  by 
the  Legislature,  increasing  their  capital,  whereby 
many  buildings  and  other  improvements  were  added 
to  the  town.  In  1856  the  Lehigh  Valley  Railroad 
was  first  opened.  The  same  year  the  hotel  near  the 
railroad  depot  was  opened,  one  or  more  dwellings 
added,  and  the  settlement  called  Liberty.  Building- 
lots  up-town  were  sold  by  adjoining  land-owners  at 
remunerative  prices,  and  from  this  date  the  town  grew 
rapidly.  In  1859  the  mantel- factory  of  the  Lehigh 
Slate  Company  was  erected.  Some  of  the  largest 
machinery  introduced  was  brought  here  from  Ver- 
mont. A  smaller  building  had  been  put  up  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  creek  in  1852  by  Jones  &  Co., 
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wherein  the  first  mantels  were  made  and  finished. 
The  property  subsequently  passed  into  possession  of 
the  Lehigh  Slate  Company,  and  the  available  ma- 
chinery removed  into  the  new  factory,  the  old  build- 
ing being  taken  down  and  turned  into  dwellings.  In 
1862  the  Riverside  Slate-Quarry  was  opened.  In  1863, 
David  Williams  &  Co.  opened  a  quarry  near  the 
Lehigh  River,  and  their  school-slate,  factory  put  up  in 
1865,  which  was  destroyed  by  fire  in  1874,  and  the 
present  large  and  substantial  structure  erected  in  its 
place  in  1875." 

Incorporation  as  a  Borough. — In  1864  an  impor- 
tant step  was  taken  in  the  advancement  of  the  town. 
Conflicting  interests  arose,  and  to  harmonize  them  it 
was  deemed  best  to  incorporate  the  town.  Accord- 
ingly, a  petition  was  presented  to  the  Court  of  Quarter 
Sessions  of  Lehigh  County  at  the  April  term,  pray- 
ing for  the  incorporation  of  a  borough,  to  be  known 
as  Slatington,  by  the  following  bounds,  viz. .  Begin- 
ning at  a  white-oak  tree  on  the  west  bank  of  the 
Lehigh  River  and  forty-eight  perches  south  of  the 
Lehigh  Valley  Railroad  bridge  across  Trout  Creek ; 
thence  through  lands  of  D.  and  E.  Remely,  Jacob 
Remely,  R.  McDowell,  and  D.  D.  Jones  south  seventy- 
seven  degrees  west  two  hundred  and  forty  perches 
to  a  stone;  thence  through  lands  of  said  R.  Mc- 
Dowell and  D.  D.  Jones,  John  Remely  (deceased), 
the  Lehigh  Slate  Company,  and  Thomas  Kern  north 
thirteen  degrees  west  one  hundred  and  thirty  perches 
to  a  stone;  thence  through  land  of  Henry  Kuntz, 
Benjamin  Kern,  Elias  Kern,  and  Williams  &  Hall 
north  seventy-seven  degrees  east  two  hundred  and 
sixty-eight  degrees  to  the  west  bank  of  the  Lehigh 
River;  thence  down  the  said  Lehigh  River  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty-two  perches,  more  or  less,  to  the 
place  of  beginning. 

The  petition  was  granted,  and  a  decree  of  incorpo- 
ration issued  Sept.  7,  1864. 

The  first  election  was  held  in  pursuance  of  the  de- 
cree at  Charles  Peters'  in  November,  the  judges  being 
Robert  McDowell  and  Henry  Kuntz.  Robert  Mc- 
Dowell was  chosen  burgess,  and  Henry  Kuntz, 
Charles  Peters,  Jonas  Hoffman,  Henry  Handwerk, 
and  Abraham  Person,  councilmen.  The  early  meet- 
ings of  the  Council  were  held  at  the  Lehigh  Slate 
Company's  oflSce,  and  later  ones  at  the  Slatington 
Hotel.  One  of  the  first  actions  of  the  Council  was  to 
rent  "the  little  corner  house,"  on  Main  Street  and 
Centre  Alley,  for  a  lock-up,  and  to  appoint  Henry 
Handwerk  to  fit  it  up  for  that  purpose.  The  borough 
was  surveyed  by  A.  J.  Hauman  some  time  during  the 
winter  of  1865-66,  and  the  plan  or  map  which  he 
drew  was  approved  in  March,  1866. 

On  Aug.  1,  1866,  the  Council  leased  a  piece  of  land 
of  Benjamin  Kern  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  a 
market.  This  lot  was  on  Front  (or  River)  Street,  and 
extended  to  Second.  No  market-house  was  built 
upon  it,  however.  The  enterprise  of  the  authorities 
seems  instead    to    have    been    directed   toward  the 


building  of  a  station-house  and  council-chamber, 
which  was  finished  in  the  fall  of  1867.  The  borough 
was  presented,  in  the  spring  of  1868,  with  a  fire- 
engine  and  hose-carriage  by  the  Slatington  Gift  En- 
terprise Company,  and  the  engine  still  remains  in  the 
old  school-house.  Thus  the  conveniences  needed  by 
a  thriving  town  were  gradually  secured.  It  was  not 
until  some  years  later  that  the  building  known  as  the 
town  hall  was  built  by  Hugh  L.  Davis,  and  the 
armory  building  erected  by  the  Slatington  Rifles 
(Company  H  of  the  National  Guard). 
Following  is  a  list  of  the  principal  borough  officers : 


1864.  Robert  McDowell. 
1805-66.  A.  P.  Steokel. 
1867-68.  D.  D.  Jones. 
1869.  William  Morgan. 
1870-71.  Eobert  McDowell. 
1872-73.  D.  D.  Jones. 
1874.  Thomas  Kern. 


BURGESSES. 

1875-76.  David  Williams. 
1877.  Benjamin  Kem. 
1878-79.  David  Williams. 

1880.  Samuel  Caskie 

1881.  Joel  Neff. 

1882.  Samuel  Caskie. 

1883.  Joel  Neff. 


CODNCIL. 
1864. — Henry  Kuntz,  Charles  Peter,  Jonas  Hoifman,  Henry  Handwerk, 

Abraham  Person. 
1865. — Daniel  it.  Williams,  Jesse  Labar,  John  Handwerk,  Benjamin 

Kern,  William  Morgan.  , 

1866. — William  Morgan,  Benjamin  Kern,  William  E.  Williams,  Evan 

W^illiams,  Aaron  Peter, 
1867.— Aaron  Peter,  William  R.  Williams,  G.  H.  Scholl,  William  H. 

Kress,  A.  Berkemeyer. 
1868.— A.  Berkemeyer,  Aaron  Peter,  G.  H.  Scholl,  Hugh  L.  Davis,  Wil- 
liam H.  Kress. 
1869. — A.  Berkemeyer,  J.  F.  Kress,  .Tonas  Hoffman,  Abill  Heilman,  J.  C. 

Mack. 
1870. — A.  Berkemeyer,  Benjamin  Kern,  David  Ross,  J.  F.  Kress,  J.  L. 

Scbreiber. 
1871. Kern,  A.  Berkemeyer,  J.  F.  Kress,  John  L.  Schreiber, David 

Ross. 
1872. — Tfaomas  Kern,  Jesse  Labar,  James  Anthony,  Bei^amin  Kern, 

John  P.  Kress,  Duane  Ne£f. 
1873.— Owen  B.  Mank,  GrifBth  Ellis,  Jesse  Labar,  Jonas  Hoffman,  Wil- 
liam Kern,  Allen  Xander. 
1874.— J.  C.   Mack,  .Joel    Neff,  S.  A.  Santee,  S.   H.   Schneck,  William 

Morgan. 
1875.- John  T.  Roberts,  William  H.  Houser,  E.  B  Neff. 
1876.— William  H.  Houser,  Hugh  L.  Davis,  Jonas  Hoffman,  Benjamin 

Kern,  J.  C.  Mack,  Thomas  Kern. 
1877.— Thomas  Kern,  Hugh  L.  Davis,  Jonas  Hoffman,  Joel  Neff,  D.  F. 

Snyder,  Griffith  Ellis. 
1878.— Dr.  J.  F.  Miller,  William  H.  Houser,  Joel  Neff,  J.  C.  Mack,  Fred. 

Welz,  Hugh  L.  Davis. 
1879.— Jonas  Hoffman,  William  Euch,  Joel  Neff,  E.  B.  Neff,  D.  D.  Jones, 

Aaron  Peter. 
1880.— J.  0.  Mack,  L.  Campbell,  Ed.  Ranch,  D.D.Jones,  Joel  Neff,  David 

Lutz.  ,' 

1881.— L.  Campbell,  E.  B.  Neff,  Hyman  Peters,  J.  C.  Mack,  D.  D.  Jones, 

Jonas  Hoffman. 
1882.- J.  Labar,  William  Morgan,  J.  F.  Hunsicker,  John  Balliet,  Evan 

Williams,  E.  D.  Peter. 
1883.— William  Morgan,  John  G.  Davis,  Thomas  Kern,  Walter  B.  Grosh, 

Phaon  A.  Semmel,  Evan  Williams. 

JUSTICES    OF   THE   PEACE. 
Commissioned, 


Henry  Kuntz April    17,  1866 

Lewis  0.  Smith "        17, 1866 

John  F.  Kress "        14,1868 

John  F.  Kress "         15,  1873 

Henry  Kuntz March  21, 1876 

John  F.Kress "        25,1878 


Commissioned. 

Isaac  M.  Caasell Dec.   2, 1880 

Hiram  J.  Hanker April  9, 1881 

F.  J.  Stetler "     9,1881 

Oscar  A.  Neff May  9, 1882 

Arthur  W.  Miller April  6, 1883 


The  Trout  Creek  Bridge.— The  county  records 
show  that  viewers  appointed  in  1814  for  the  purpose 
of  ascertaining  the  expediency  of  building  a  bridge 
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over  Trout  Creek  at  this  point,  reported  in  favor  of 
the  project,  but  for  some  reason  the  work  was  not  done 
until  1826,  two  years  after  building  the  bridge  over 
the  Lehigh  at  the  Gap.  The  bridge  then  built  was  of 
stone.  The  commissioners  were  John  Rinker  and 
Conrad  Knerr.  This  bridge  was  torn  down  in  1869, 
and  the  present  iron  structure  was  then  thrown  across 
the  stream. 

Hotels. — The  first  hotel  in  what  is  now  Slatington, 
a  stone  building,  still  standing  on  Main  Street,  in  the 
lower  part  of  town,  and  occupied  as  a  private  resi- 
dence, was  built  by  George  Kern  in  1824.  The  build- 
ing opposite,  now  used  as  a  carriage-shop,  was  the 
barn  in  connection  with  this  hotel.  Kern  kept  the 
hotel  until  about  1840,  and  then  closed  it,  for,  although 
upon  the  road  between  Philadelphia  and  Mauch 
Chunk,  it  was  but  little  patronized. 

The  second  hotel  was  built  by  Jonas  Kern  in  1847. 
It  was  kept  by  Henry  Kuntz,  Dennis  Hunsicker,  Ed- 
ward Eaeber,  and  Jesse  Miller,  the  last  mentioned 
being  landlord  in  1866,  when  it  was  closed.  The 
building  is  now  used  as  a  dwelling. 

The  next  hotel,  and  the  first  in  Upper  Slatington, 
was  a  stone  building  erected  in  1850  by  John  Ramaly. 
It  was  kept  at  first  by  Robert  L.  Roberts,  and  by 
Richard  H.  Dyer  in  1857.  About  that  time  Charles 
Peters  bought  it,  and  kept  it  until  1869,  when  he 
leased  it  to  Edward  B.  Neff",  who  was  landlord  until 
1871.  Charles  Peters  was  then  the  host  until  1877, 
when  the  property  was  bought  by  E.  B.  Neff. 

The  Railroad  Hotel,  at  the  depot,  was  built  by 
Thompson  \Y6s'  i°  1851.  It  has  been  kept  by  Eli 
Frantz,  Jonas  HofiVnan,  Amandus  and  Henry  Bittner. 

The  Eagle  Hotel  was  built  by  Israel  Rudy  about 
1856. 

The  United  States  was  built  by  Dunkle  &  Snyder. 
It  had  many  landlords,  and  for  the  past  two  years  has 
been  conducted  by  Oby  Keiser. 

The  Mansion  House,  built  a  number  of  years  ago, 
was  taken  possession  of  in  1876  by  F.  M.  Ringer. 
The  Broadway,  erected  and  kept  for  a  time  by  Peter 
Breyfogel,  now  has  as  a  landlord  Tilghman  H.  Yehl. 

The  American  was  built  by  Benjamin  Kern  in  1868. 
It  has  had  as  landlords  Jonas  Hofiman,  M.  Heilman, 
Peter  Keiser,  Benjamin  F.  Peter,  and  Tilghman  H. 
Yehl.     The  present  landlord  is  Walter  Peters. 

Churches— The  Evangelical  Lutheran  Congre- 
gation.'—In  the  spring  of  the  year  1868  it  happened 
one  day  that  some  five  or  six  members  of  the  Lutheran 
faith  met,  and  the  conversation  turned  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  propriety  of  beginning  a  German  and 
English  Sunday  school  in  the  borough  of  Slatington. 
The  result  was  the  appointing  of  a  committee  to  obtain 
the  old  school-house  on  Church  Street  for  this  purpose. 
Rev.  J.  S.  Renninger,  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran 
Church  and  pastor  of  the  Schnecksville  charge,  was  in- 
vited to  deliver  an  address  on  the  subject  of  Sunday- 
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schools,  to  which  request  he  responded.  The  address 
was  delivered  in  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  this  place. 
The  Sunday-school  was  opened  with  eighteen  scholars. 
On  the  second  Sunday  the  number  had  increased  to 
sixty-four,  and  continued  to  increase  so  rapidly  that 
the  place  was  soon  too  small,  and  it  became  necessary 
to  procure  a  more  commodious  building.  This  want 
was  met  by  obtaining  the  public  school-house  of  the 
borough. 

A  Bible  class  was  also  organized  about  the  same 
time,  and  was  instructed  every  other  week  by  Rev.  J. 
S.  Renninger.  By  and  by  Rev.  S.  A.  Leinbach,  of  the 
Reformed  Church,  commenced  his  mission  in  the  place, 
mutually  assisting  in  the  enterprise.  By  the  efforts 
of  these  men,  the  members  of  the  Sunday-school  and 
Bible  class  were  induced  to  see  the  necessity  of  a 
spiritual  home, — i.e.,  of  building  a  house  of  worship 
in  this  rapidly-rising  town. 

A  meeting  was  called  on  the  17th  of  July,  1868,  to 
take  into  consideration  the  building  of  a  Union 
Church,  Evangelical  Lutheran  and  Reformed.  Mr. 
Charles  Peter  was  chairman,  and  Henry  Kuntz  secre^^ 
tary  of  the  meeting.  A  subsequent  meeting  was  held 
on  the  31st  of  July,  1868,  at  which  meeting  a  com- 
mittee on  site  and  plan  of  church  was  appointed. 

On  Sept.  19,  1868,  this  congregation  was  organized, 
adopting  a  constitution  and  electing  as  a  church  coun- 
cil. Elders,  Henry  Handwerk  and  David  Ross ;  Dea- 
cons, Amandus  Young,  John  Handwerk,  and  Jacob 
Unruh.  Tlje  building  committee  consisted  of  David 
Ross  and  Henry  Handwerk  of  the  Lutheran  congre- 
gation, and  Jonas  Kern  and  Philip  Woodring  of  the 
Reformed.  The  corner-stone  of  the  church  was  laid 
on  the  27th  of  June,  1869.  Ministers  present,  Isaac 
Loos  and  S.  A.  Leinbach,  of  the  Reformed  Church, 
and  L.  Groh  and  J.  S.  Renninger,  of  the  Lutheran 
Church. 

The  church  was  dedicated  on  the  26th  and  26th  of 
December,  1869.  Ministers  present.  Revs.  J.  D. 
Schindel,  F.  Berkemier,  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  and 
Revs.  D.  Brendel,  L.  K.  Derr,  and  S.  A.  Leinbach,  of 
the  Reformed  Church. 

In  the  spring  of  the  year  1871,  Rev.  D.  K.  Kepner 
was  elected  and  became  the  pastor  of  the  Evangelical 
congregation.  At  about  the  same  time.  Rev.  L.  K. 
Derr  was  elected  and  became  the  pastor  of  the  Re- 
formed congregation.  Rev.  D.  K.  Kepner  resigned 
this  congregation  on  the  1st  of  January,  1875.  The 
Evangelical  Lutheran  was  now  without  a  regular  pas- 
tor for  about  one  year.  The  congregation  was  sup- 
plied with  the  word  and  sacrament  by  Rev.  J.  D. 
Schindel,  and  four  students  of  the  Evangelical  Semi- 
nary at  Philadelphia.  During  the  summer  of  1875, 
J.  S.  Erb,  a  student  at  the  seminary,  supplied  the 
congregation  during  his  vacation,  and  continued  doing 
so  during  the  last  year  of  his  seminary  course.  In 
the  spring  of  the  year  1876,  he  was  unanimously 
elected  as  pastor  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  congre- 
gation.    In  the  year  1880  the  union  arrangement  be- 
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tween  the  Lutheran  and  Reformed  was  dissolved,  the 
Reformed  buying  the  old  church  building.  It  then 
became  necessary  for  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  con- 
gregation to  build  for  themselves  a  house  of  worship. 
April  25,  1871,  the  congregation  met  and  decided 
to  build  a  church.  They  commenced  in  good  earnest 
to  break  ground,  on  a  lot  on  Second  Street,  which  lot, 
along  with  a  parsonage,  was  donated  to  the  congre- 
gation by  Mrs.  David  Ross.  On  July  2,  1881,  the 
corner-stone  was  laid.  The  pastor,  J.  S.  Erb,  was  as- 
sisted by  Professor  W.  W.  Wachernagle  and  Rev.  S. 

A.  Zeigenfuss.  The  basement  of  the  church  was  dedi- 
cated Nov.  6,  1881.  Ministers  present.  Rev.  I.  N.  S. 
Erb  and  G.  A.  Brengel.  The  audience-room  of  the 
church  was   dedicated   Dec.  2,  1883,  Rev.  Professor 

B.  Sadtler,  D.D.,  and  J.  D.  Schindel  assisting  the 
pastor.  The  congregation  has  a  beautiful  house  of 
worship,  with  a  parsonage  alongside  of  the  church, 
and  is  in  a  prosperous  condition.  The  present  pastor 
is  Rev.  J.  S.  Erb. 

The  Reformed  Church. — This  congregation  with 
the  Lutheran  was  organized  as  a  Union  Church  in 
1869,  and  a  house  of  worship  was  built  the  same  year, 
and  dedicated  December  25th.  The  church  had  sup- 
plies until  1870,  and  after  that  time  until  1880  it  was 
in  charge  of  the  Rev.  L.  R.  Derr.  In  March,  1880, 
Rev.  William  J.  Peters  became  pastor,  and  has  since 
served  in  that  capacity.  The  church  has  a  member- 
ship of  two  hundred  and  twenty.  A  Sunday-school 
in  connection,  of  which  Robert  F.  Mushlitz  is  super- 
intendent, has,  counting  teachers  and  pupils,  two 
hundred  and  seventy-five  members.  This  congrega- 
tion, upon  the  separation  of  the  Lutheran  element  in 
1880,  retained  the  church  building. 

Methodist  Episcopal  Church,— In  the  month  of 
July,  1869,  it  was  determined  to  build  a  church  at 
this  place.  The  building  committee  consisted  of  Rev. 
J.  W.  Knapp,  pastor  in  charge;  James  Anthony, 
James  Thomas,  David  Evans,  Harrison  Evans,  George 
S.  Coffin,  and  William  H.  Gish.  Rev.  J.  W.  Knapp, 
chairman ;  William  H.  Gish,  secretary  and  treasurer. 

The  corner-stone  was  laid  Sept.  12,  1869,  Rev. 
Jerome  Lindermuth  officiating.  The  house  was  dedi- 
cated Dec.  19,  1869,  the  ministers  officiating  being 
Rev.  Jerome  Lindermuth,  Rev.  William  H.  Fries, 
Rev.  Kimble,  and  Rev.  J.  W.  Knapp.  The  trustees 
for  Slatington  and  Slatedale, — Harrison  Evans,  David 
Evans,  Owen  W.  Owens,  William  H.  Gish,  and  George 
S.  Coffin.  The  following  have  been  the  pastors  in 
charge:  Rev.  J.  W.  Knapp,  1869;  Rev.  E.  H.  Hoff- 
man, 1870 ;  Rev.  J.  T.  Folsom,  1871-73 ;  Rev.  James 
Richards,  1874;  Rev.  Harrison  Evans,  1875;  Rev.  L. 
B.  Hoffman,  1876 ;  Rev.  G.  L.  Schaffer,  1877-79 ;  Rev. 
Josiah  Bawden,  1880 ;  Rev.  W.  F.  Shepperd,  1881-82 ; 
Rev.  F.  Illman,  1883. 

The  Presbyterian  Church,— This  church  was  or- 
ganized in  1850  (the  precise  date  is  not  obtainable,  as 
the  records  have  been  lost)  by  a,  committee  of  the 
Presbytery  of  Philadelphia,  consisting  of  the  Rev. 


Dr.  Gray,  of  Easton,  Rev.  Leslie  Irvine,  of  the  Allen 
Township  Church,  and  James  Kennedy,  ruling  elder 
of  the  latter  body.  There  were  thirteen  original 
members ;  Robert  McDowell  and  James  Marshall 
were  the  ruling  elders,  and  W.  S.  Crosbie  and  W. 
Jones  deacons.  Meetings  were  held  during  1850  and 
1851.  From  its  organization  until  1855  the  church 
had  no  stated  supply,  but  was  favored  with  occasional 
preaching. 

The  house  of  worship  was  built  in  1854-55,  the 
corner-stone  being  laid  in  July  of  the  former  year, 
and  the  building  dedicated  in  February  of  the  latter. 
Rev.  Dr.  D.  V.  McLean,  then  president  of  Lafayette 
College,  officiating. 

In  the  autumn  of  1855,  Rev.  T.  M.  Adams,  of  New 
York,  began  to  serve  as  supply,  and  continued  until 
1857.  During  the  latter  year  Rev.  A.  G.  Harned,  of 
Summit  Hill,  was  called  as  pastor  and  accepted.  He 
remained  about  nine  years,  and  was  succeeded  by  the 
Rev.  George  J.  Porter,  who  served  until  1869.  In 
March,  1870,  a  call  was  extended  to  Rev.  John  Mo- 
Naughton,  of  New  York,  who  accepted,  and  was  in- 
stalled in  April. 

In  1874,  the  church  building  having  fallen  into  bad 
condition,  it  was  decided  to  build  a  new  one,  and  the 
corner-stone  was  laid  that  year.  On  Oct.  1,  1875,  Mr. 
McNaughton  resigned,  and  the  church  was  again 
without  a  pastor.  It  was  supplied  during  the  summer 
by  Thomas  M.  Boyd,  a  Princeton  student.  During 
that  period  services  were  held  in  the  basement  of  the 
uncompleted  edifice.  The  church  was  finished  and 
dedicated  Sept.  29, 1876,  Rev.  Dr.  William  Ormisston, 
of  New  York,  preaching  the  sermon.  The  structure 
cost  about  seven  thousand  dollars.  The  building  com- 
mittee consisted  of  Robert  McDowell,  D.  D.  Roper, 
D.  D.  Jones,  Jesse  Labar,  and  Samuel  Caskie.  Rev. 
S.  Stockton  Burroughs  was  called  to  fill  the  pulpit, 
and  accepting,  served  until  1870,  since  which  time 
there  has  been  only  supply  preaching.  The  present 
membership  is  about  seventy. 

There  is  a  Sunday-school  in  connection  with  the 
church,  which  was  started  by  Mr.  McDowell  in  1854 
with  only  six  members,  and  grew  to  two  hundred  and 
seventy-three  in  eleven  years. 

Evangelical  Association. — The  society  of  this  de- 
nomination was  organized  in  Slatington  in  1862,  and 
meetings  were  held  in  private  houses  at  first,  and  later 
in  a  hall  rented  by  Lewis  Henritzy,  in  the  lower  town, 
where  the  society  met  until  1870,  in  which  year  the 
present  church  edifice,  thirty-four  by  fifty-five  feet, 
built  of  frame,  was  erected  on  Second  and  Washington 
Streets.  The  corner-stone  wa.s  laid  on  the  19th  of 
June,  1870.  From  the  time  of  the  organization  the 
churches  of  Slatedale  and  Slatington  have  been  one 
field  of  labor,  and  have  unitedly  two  hundred  and 
sixty-four  members. 

The  following  are  the  preachers  that  labored  in 
this  charge:  Revs.  John  Schell,  George  Knerr,  J. 
Specht,  D.  Yingst,  R.  Deisher,  1874-75 ;  Moses  Dis- 
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singer,  1876-78  ;  J.  0.  Bliem,  1879-81 ;  and  the  Rev. 
G.  W.  Gross,  the  present  pastor,  ]  882-84. 

The  Welsh  Churches.— The  Welsh  of  this  region 
organized  about  1846,  and  worshiped  in  dwellings  until 
1851,  when  they  built  a  stone  house  one  story  high, 
now  standing  and  used  by  the  bgrough.  This  they 
used  till  1858,  when  the  congregation  divided  into 
the  Welsh  Congregational  and  Welsh  Presbyterian 
bodies.  The  latter,  which  was  named  "  Salem  Church," 
built  a  brick  house  of  worship  on  the  same  lot,  a  lit- 
tle west.  This  was  destroyed  by  fire  in  1864,  and  was 
rebuilt  of  brick  on  the  same  site.  In  1883  the  congre- 
gation desired  a  larger  house,  and  the  present  brick 
edifice,  thirty-four  by  sixty-six  feet  in  dimensions, 
was  built.  The  congregation  numbers  one  hundred, 
and  is  without  a  regular  pastor,  being  supplied  by 
missionaries. 

Bethel  Church. — The  members  of  the  church,  after 
the  division  in  1858,  received  as  a  donation  a  lot  on 
West  Church  Street  for  church  purposes.  A  frame 
house  was  erected  there,  which  was  used  till  1883. 
The  close  proximity  and  encroachments  of  Penryn 
Quarry  led  them  to  seek  another  lot,  and  one  on 
Fourth  and  Franklin  Streets  was  selected,  and  the 
corner-stone  of  a  brick  building,  thirty-two  by  sixty- 
four  feet,  was  laid  Nov.  25,  1883.  The  basement  of 
the  church  is  now  used.  This  church  has  about  sixty 
members,  and  is  under  the  care  of  the  Rev.  D.  C. 
Griffiths,  of  Catasauqua. 

The  Catholic  Church  is  of  very  recent  origin, 
having  been  established  in  1883.  The  corner-stone 
was  laid  September  16th,  and  the  house  was  dedicated 
November  25th.  The  congregation  is  under  the  charge 
of  Father  Heinan. 

Schools. — Prior  to  1858  the  children  of  Lower  Sla- 
tington  attended  a  school  half  a  mile  north,  on  the 
river,  and  the  children  of  Upper  Slatington  attended 
the  Friedensville  school.  The  first  school  within  the 
present  limits  of  Slatington  was  kept  in  the  old  stone 
mill  in  Lower  Slatington  in  the  year  1820  by  William 
Kern,  but  it  was  only  sustained  for  a  year  or  two.  The 
next  was  opened  in  1858.  At  this  time  the  Welsh 
Church  had  become  divided,  and  the  school  directors 
of  the  township  rented  the  stone  church  which  the 
congregation  had  built.  This  was  used  until  1868, 
when  the  new  building  was  completed.  During  this 
period  the  following  persons  were  teachers:  George 
Berke,  Xantippe  Kohler,  one  Jones  (a  Welshman), 
Miss  Susan  Knauss,  Miss  M.  D.  Baker  (of  New  Jer- 
sey), Miss  Jane  Mott  (of  Susquehanna  County),  and 
others,  whose  names  are  now  forgotten.  A  school 
was  kept  for  a  time  in  the  second  story  of  the  Lehigh 
Slate  Company's  ofiBce,  and  taught  by  Miss  Eebecca 
McDowell.  Another  was  held  in  the  house  of  Moses 
Kuntz. 

Eev.  A.  G.  Harned,  during  his  term  of  service  as 
pastor  of  the  Presbyterian  congregation,  from  1857  to 
1866,  kept  a  school  in  the  church.  It  was  taught  a 
portion  of  the  time  by  a  Mr.  Berry,  of  Connecticut. 


Other  schools  were  held  in  private  houses,  but  by 
1868  most  of  them  gave  way  to  the  common  schools. 
In  that  year,  as  we  have  already  stated,  the  school- 
house  was  erected.  This  was  a  good,  substantial 
structure,  forty-seven  by  fifty  feet  in  dimensions,  and 
two  stories  high,  built  at  a  cost  of  about  seven  thou- 
sand dollars.  It  was  dedicated  Sunday,  August  30th, 
and  soon  afterward  schools  were  opened  in  it.  At 
this  time  the  schools  were  divided  into  four  grades, 
— primary,  secondary,  grammar,  and  high  school. 
There  were  about  two  hundred  pupils,  all  under  the 
superintendence  of  H.  A.  Kline.  He  was  succeeded 
in  1869  by  Professor  Atwater,  who  in  turn  gave  place 
to  Professor  J.  P.  Roland  in  1871.  He  served  until 
1872,  when  Professor  J.  H.  Deardorflf  became  prin- 
cipal. In  1875,  Professor  F.  J.  Stetler,  who  had  for 
two  years  been  in  charge  of  the  grammar  school, 
became  the  principal.  He  regraded  the  schools, 
established  a  better  classification,  and  introduced  a 
regular  course  of  study.  At  this  time  there  were 
over  three  hundred  pupils  in  attendance,  and  a  sec- 
ond primary  school  was  opened  in  McDowell  Hall. 
Higher  studies  were  also  introduced  for  advanced 
pupils. 

In  the  year  1879  the  number  of  pupils  had  so  in- 
creased that  more  room  was  demanded.  Consequently 
an  addition,  two  stories  high  and  twenty-five  by  forty- 
five  feet  in  dimensions,  was  built,  at  a  cost  of  about 
two  thousand  five  hundred  dollars.  The  rooms  were 
the  same  year  furnished  with  the  latest  improved  fur- 
niture, at  a  cost  of  one  thousand  dollars.  The  grounds 
were  also  improved  by  grading  and  tree-planting,  and 
a  wall  was  built  along  Main  Street.  These  schools 
became  very  popular,  and  were  attended  by  pupils 
from  Northampton  and  Carbon  Counties,  as  well  as 
from  the  adjoining  districts  in  Lehigh.  During  Pro- 
fessor Stetler's  administration  over  fifty  young  men 
and  women  have  gone  out  from  the  high  school  as 
teachers,  most  of  them  securing  positions  in  Lehigh 
and  the  adjoining  counties.  The  number  of  pupils 
at  present  is  over  five  hundred,  and  the  overcrowded 
condition  of  the  schools  demands  more  room,  which 
the  board  is  now  taking  steps  to  supply. 

Besides  the  common  schools.  Professor  Stetler  has 
two  night  schools,  one  attended  by  the  quarry  and 
factory  boys  to  the  number  of  nearly  thirty,  and  held 
two  evenings  of  each  week,  and  the  other  for  advanced 
pupils  and  teachers,  of  whom  about  fifteen  are  in 
attendance. 

Following  is  a  list  of  the  school  directors  of  the 
borough  from  1865  to  1884: 

1865. — Richard  H.  Dyer,  Moses  Kuntz,  William  Peter,  David  Heintzle- 
man,  Lewis  C.  Smith,  Nixon  LewiB,  Aaron  Peter,  _  — 

1866. — Henry  Kuntz,  Jonas  Hoffman.  ' 

1867.— David  McKenua,  R.  W.  Parry. 

18G8. — G.  R.  Davis  (resigned),  David  Heintzleman,  David  Williams. 

1869. — William  H.  Gish,  Alexander  Weaver,  Jesse  Labar,  Lewis  Hein- 
ritzy. 

1870. — George  Brown,  John  Morgan. 

1871. — Thomas  Kern,  James  Anthony. 
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1872.— David  Williams,  Philip  'Woodring. 
1873.— David  McKenna,  L.  C.  Smith. 
1874.— A.  P.  Stecliel,  Kobert  McDowell. 
1875.— D.  D.  Jones,  Robert  V.  App. 
1876. — David  McKenna,  Aaron  Peter. 
1877.— D.  D.  Roper,  Samuel  H.  Schueck. 
1878.— D.  M.  Caasell,  Thomas  Kern. 
1879.— A.  P.  Steckel,  Daniel  R.  Williams. 
1880— H.  J.  Hankie,  John  T.  Roberts. 
1881.— G.  T.  Oplinger,  H.  L.  Davis. 
1882.— Dr.  A.  P.  Steckel,  Dr.  J.  P.  Miller. 
1883.— John  F,  Roberts,  David  McKenna. 


Physicians. — The  first  physician  who  located  here 
was  Dr.  H.  O.  Wilson,  who  came  to  the  embryo  town 
in  1852  from  Maryland,  and  made  an  arrangement  to 
attend  the  employes  at  the  slate-quarries  whenever 
needed,  each  one  to  pay  him  fifty  cents  per  month. 
He  subsequently  entered  into  general  practice,  became 
postmaster,  and  died  in  1879  while  holding  that  office. 

Dr.  A.  P.  Steckel  came  here  from  Whitehall  in 
1864,  and  is  still  in  practice,  as  is  also  Dr.  J.  F.  Miller, 
who  came  from  Easton  the  same  year. 

Dr.  Stephen  Euch,  of  Whitehall,  practiced  in  Sla- 
tington  about  four  years  and  then  removed  to  Scran- 
ton,  and  subsequently  to  Elmira,  N.  Y.,  where  he 
died.  Dr.  Joseph  Grosscup  was  also  a  practitioner 
here  for  some  time.  Dr.  R.  W.  Young  came  here 
from  Northampton  County  and  studied  with  Dr.  Wil- 
son. ^Dr.  M.  J.  Holben  (homceopathic  physician),  at 
present  located  here,  came  from  Lynn  township. 

Banking. — The  Dime  Savings  Institution  was  or- 
ganized Sept.  9, 1868,  with  D.  D.  Jones,  H.  Williams, 
Robert  McDowell,  David  Williams,  L.  C.  Smith, 
Jacob  Renninger,  Abraham  Gist,  Philip  Woodring, 
and  John  T.  Kress  as  directors ;  D.  D.  Jones  was 
elected  president ;  R.  McDowell,  vice-president ;  and 
in  December  A.  J.  Schnackenberger  was  chosen 
cashier.  The  company  purchased  the  Carr  property, 
fitted  it  up,  and  began  business  Jan.  11,  1869.  The 
bank  was  closed  Dec.  19,  1873. 

The  National  Bank  of  Slatington  was  organized 
May  22,  1875,  with  the  following  as  directors:  Peter 
Gross,  Robert  McDowell,  Valentine  W.  Wearer,  Dr. 
Henry  H.  Riegel,  John  Craig,  David  D.  Roper,  Sam- 
uel J.  Kistler,  William  Andrews,  Thomas  Kern,  John 
Balliet,  and  John  Henry.  Peter  Gross  was  elected 
president,  and  William  H.  Gish  cashier.  The  charter 
was  dated  Aug.  11,  1875.  The  paid-up  capital  was 
fifty  thousand  dollars ;  authorized  capital,  one  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars.  The  bank  commenced  busi- 
ness Monday,  Aug.  31,  1875,  with  Abraham  Gish  the 
first  depositor.  The  building  of  the  late  Dime  Sav- 
ings-Fund was  purchased  by  Robert  McDowell  for 
this  bank,  and  in  the  spring  of  1876  was  remodeled 
and  a  fireproof  vault  built.  The  present  directors 
are  P.  Gross,  V.  W.  Wearer,  H.  H.  Riegel,  ,Tohn 
Craig,  D.  D.  Roper,  S.  J.  Kistler,  Thomas  Kern,  John 
Balliet,  J.  F.  Miller,  David  Henry,  E.  D.  Peters ;  Peter 
Gross,  president;  Wm.  H.  Gish,  cashier. 

Business  Interests. — The  manufacture  of  school- 
slates  was  commenced  about  1866,  on  the  site  of  the 


present  building,  by  the  firm  of  D.  &  H.  Williams. 
The  old  building  burned  down  in  1876,  and  the 
present  one  was  then  built.  This  building  is  forty  by 
eighty  feet,  and  three  stories  high.  About  ten  thou- 
sand cases  of  slates  are  manufactured  here  per  year, 
or  one  million  two  hundred  thousand  slates.  Thomas 
Kane  &  Co.,  of  Chicago,  rent  a  part  of  the  Williams 
building  in  the  manufacture  of  the  Victor  Noiseless 
Slate.  They  use  annually  about  thirty  thousand 
square  yards  of  scarlet  felt,  fifteen  hundred  miles  of 
linen  laces  for  binding,  and  about  twelve  hundred 
pounds  of  thread. 

Henry  Fulmer  &  Co.,  of  Easton,  bought  of  Williams 
&  Harper,  in  the  summer  of  1882,  a  piece  of  land,  on 
which  they  erected  their  present  building,  three 
stories  high,  and  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  feet 
long  by  thirty-six  in  width.  They  leased  half  of  it 
to  the  Hyatt  Slate  Company,  who  began,  in  the  fall 
of  1883,  to  manufacture  their  patent  school-slates,  for 
which  they  obtain  the  material  from  the  old  Fulmer 
Quarry.  Mr.  Fulmer  intends  to  manufacture  black- 
boards, mantel  stock,  and  roofing-slate  during  the 
present  year.  Marcus  Gardiner  is  the  secretary, 
treasurer,  and  general  manager  of  the  Hyatt  Slate 
Company. 

M.  H.  Horn,  who  owns  the  Blue  Vein  Quarry,  fur- 
nishes his  slate  to  John  D.  Emack,  of  the  New  York 
Slate  and  Novelty  Company,  who,  at  the  factory  here, 
dresses  and  prepares  them  for  the  market.  The  busi- 
ness was  begun  in  April,  1883,  and  since  that  time 
over  three  thousand  five  hundred  cases  of  slates  have 
been  shipped. 

Willoughby  Kern  started  the  manufacture  of  car- 
riages in  the  building  opposite  the  depot  in  1871,  and 
in  1874  moved  to  the  site  of  the  building  now  occu- 
pied by  Berkemeyer  &  Co.  In  1880,  Newhart  & 
Berkemeyer  bought  him  out,  and,  after  a  year,  the 
first-named  partner  sold  to  John  Berkemeyer.  The 
business  is  now  carried  on  by  the  firm  of  Charles 
Berkemeyer  &  Brother. 

In  1869,  James  Knecht  commenced  the  manufac- 
ture of  carriages  in  the  old  stone  building,  and  con- 
tinued until  1872.  The  business  passed  through  va- 
rious hands,  and  is  now  carried  on  by  Samuel 
Berkemeyer. 

The  Horlacher  Beer  Bottling  establishment  was 
started  in  1880  on  Second  Street,  and  in  January, 
1884,  moved  to  a  building  on  McDowell  Street  con- 
structed especially  for  it. 

Post-Office  and  Postmasters.— Previous  to  1851 
the  nearest  post-office  was  at  Craig's  store,  in  the  Le- 
high Gap.  Business  having  by  the  year  mentioned 
so  increased,  it  was  inconvenient  to  travel  to  the  Gap 
for  the  mail,  and  as  it  was  also  evident  that  this  place 
would  grow  to  a  town  of  importance,  application  was 
made  to  the  Post-Office  Department  at  Washington 
for  an  office  to  be  located  at  "  Waverly."  Informa- 
tion was  returned  that  inasmuch  as  there  was  one 
office  by  that  name,  another  should  be  selected,  as  the 
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Post-Office  Department  could  not  duplicate  names  in 
the  same  State;  hence  originated  the  more  appropri- 
ate name  of  Slatington,  and  D.  D.  Jones  was  ap- 
pointed the  first  postmaster.  The  mail  then  passed 
through  here  daily  from  Philadelphia,  arriving  at  ten 
o'clock  P.M.  on  its  way  to  Mauch  Chunk,  and  returned 
here  at  two  o'clock  in  the  morning  on  its  way  back  to 
the  city.  The  total  receipts  for  the  first  year  were 
less  than  fifty  dollars,  half  of  which  went  to  the  gov- 
ernment and  half  to  the  postmaster  for  his  services. 
The  receipts  at  this  office  have  since  then  increased, 
so  that  the  government  pays  the  postmaster  an  annual 
salary  of  one  thousand  dollars,  and  makes  it  a  Presi- 
dential appointment.  Robert  McDowell  was  ap- 
pointed postmaster  in  1852,  and  served  until  1861. 
Moses  Kuntz  held  the  office  from  1861  to  May  10, 
1869,  and  Dr.  H.  O.  Wilson  from  the  latier  date  to 
1879.^  L.  C.  Smith,  the  present  incumbent,  was  ap- 
pointed in  the  latter  year. 

Water-Works. — In  1853,  John  and  George  Ram- 
aly,  who  owned  the  spring  from  which  a  portion  of 
the  present  water-supply  is  obtained,  laid  wooden 
pipes  from  it  down  to  the  town,  and  supplied  a  few 
customers  with  water.  In  1859  they  leased  the  sys- 
tem to  Moses  Kuntz  for  five  years,  at  eighty-five  dol- 
lars per  year.  In  1861,  D.  D.  Jones  bought  the  farm 
on  which  the  springs  are  located,  and  two  years  later 
Kuntz  gave  up  to  him  the  lease.  Mr.  Jones  then 
transferred  the  lease  and  privilege  which  it  covered 
to  the  Slatington  Water- Works  Company,  who  put  in 
iron  pipes.  A  second  water  company  was  organized 
later,  and  brought  water  to  the  village  from  springs 
below  D.  D.  Jones'  house.  Subsequently  they  con- 
nected with  the  upper  pipes.  In  the  fall  of  1883  the 
borough  bought  the  works,  and  also  the  spring  prop- 
erty of  the  Dorward  estate,  from  which  eight-inch 
pipes  were  laiii.  The  water-works  now  have  a  ca- 
pacity of  twenty  gallons  per  minute,  and  are  fully 
adequate  to  the  demand  upon  them. 

The  Slatington  ITews. — The  Slatington  News  sent 
its  first  issue  to  the  public  the  2d  day  of  Septem- 
ber, 1868,  under  the  firm-name  of  Godshalk  &  Bright. 
After  flourishing  five  months  under  the  management 
of  these  gentlemen,  it  was  transferred,  Feb.  3,  1869, 
to  the  possession  of  Schlauch&  Smith,  who  managed 
its  aflTairs  until  the  22d  day  of  September,  when  Mr. 
Smith  retired  and  Henry  A.  Kline  became  partner 
with  Mr.  Schlauch.  Under  their  management  the 
paper  increased  in  circulation  and  popularity.  On 
the  22d  of  June,  1870,  Mr.  Kline  retired,  and  D.  D. 
Roper,  Esq.,  became  one  of  the  proprietors,  and  the 
News  flourished  under  the  firm-name  of  Roper  & 
Schlauch,  Mr.  Roper  managing' the  editorial  depart- 
ment and  Mr.  Schlauch  the  job  and  printing  estab- 
lishment.    Mr.  Roper  at  the  same  time  followed  the 


1  On  Feb.  26, 1879,  Oscar  A.  Neff  was  appointed  deputy  postraaBter,  as 
Br.  Wilson  was  then  lying  seriously  ill.  He  died  about  the  Ist  of  March, 
and  Mr.  Neff  held  the  office  until  the  appointment  of  L.  C.  Smith,  March 
17, 1879. 


practice  of  his  profession,  and  for  three  years  labored 
successfully  as  lawyer  and  editor,  until  May  7,  1873, 
when  the  News  again  changed  proprietors,  Mr.  Roper 
retiring,  and  Mr.  G.  B.  Fickardt,  of  Bethlehem,  enter- 
ing into  partnership  with  Mr.  Schlauch.  The  former 
remained  with  the  paper  a  little  over  a  year,  when  he 
retired,  and  on  the  1st  of  August,  1874,  Mr.  Benjamin 
Patterson  joined  his  fortunes  with  Mr.  Schlauch.  The 
latter  gentleman,  whatever  the  changes,  was  always 
relied  upon  to  draw  the  load  through,  being  an  old 
experienced  printer. 

On  Jan.  16,  1878,  Mr.  L.  E.  Schlauch  purchased 
Mr.  Patterson's  interest  in  full,  this  giving  him  entire 
control  of  the  paper.  Since  that  time  he  has  been 
the  sole  manager  and  editor.  On  May  1,  1879,  he 
reduced  the  price  of  subscription  on  the  paper  from 
two  dollars  to  one  dollar  per  annum,  and  the  circula- 
tion has  about  doubled.  The  News  is  now  a  fixture  and 
permanently  installed  in  good  and  handsome  rooms. 

The  paper  has  been  enlarged,  its  circulation  greatly 
increased ;  and  as  it  makes  a  specialty  of  publishing 
the  weekly  shipments  of  all  kinds  of  slate  from  this 
vicinity,  together  with  other  statistics  and  matters  of 
slate  interest,  it  may  be  looked  upon  as  the  slate  organ 
for  this  valley. 

The  Lehigh  Valley  Branch  Railroad.— In  1868 
the  first  survey  was  made  by  the  Lehigh  Valley  Rail- 
road Company  for  a  branch  road  up  Trout  Creek  to 
Slatedale,  and  in  1870  the  same  was  opened  for  carry- 
ing slate  from  the  several  quarries  which  it  passes  to 
the  main  road.  This  improvement  was  solicited  by 
the  slate  operators,  and  while  they  acknowledge  quite 
a  saving  over  the  expenses  of  carting,  to  obtain  this 
advantage  they  were  obliged  to  furnish  a  ftee  right 
of  way  to  the  Lehigh  Valley  Railroad  Company,  be- 
sides suffer  a  tax  of  forty  cents  per  ton  for  carrying 
the  slate  in  full  car-loads  a  distance  of  one  and  a  half 
miles. 

Since  then,  the  Berks  County  Railroad  Company 
have  built  a  road  from  Reading  to  Franklin,  where  it 
connects  with  the  Slatedale  branch,  making  a  west- 
ern outlet  for  carrying  slate  in  competition  with  the 
Lehigh  Valley  and  Erie.  This  road  was  subsequently 
leased  and  is  now  managed  by  the  Philadelphia  and 
Reading  Railroad  Company. 

Societies— Independent  Order  of  Odd-Fellows. 
— A  charter  was  granted  on  April  15,  1868,  to  insti- 
tute Slatington  Lodge,  No.  624,  Independent  Order 
of  Odd-Fellows,  and  on  May  12, 1868,  a  meeting  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  officers  was  opened  by  District  Deputy 
Grand  Master  John  McLean,  assisted  by  Past  Grands 
W.  F.  Woolie,  George  B.  Shall,  E.  J.  Knauss,  and  B. 
F.  Wonderly,  after  which  the  hall,  fitted  up  for  the 
use  of  Slatington  Lodge,  No.  624,  Independent  Order 
of  Odd-Fellows,  was  duly  dedicated,  when  the  lodge 
was  opened  in  regular  form  and  the  following  officers 
installed :  G.  F.  Kimball,  N.  G. ;  S.  W.  Ruch,  V.  G. ; 
John  S.  Weigandt,  Sec. ;  W.  H.  Miller,  Asst.  Sec. ; 
Daniel  Kress,  Treas. 
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The  hall  where  the  meetings  were  first  held  was  sit- 
uated on  lots  of  William  Carr  and  Eobert  McDowell, 
and  in  February,  1869,  the  lodge  rented  a  hall  from 
Mr.  J.  C.  Mack,  which  is  occupied  at  the  present  time. 
The  following  are  the  present  officers :  John  H.  Lloyd, 
N.  G. ;  O.  S.  Peter,  V.  G. ;  L.  Campbell,  Sec;  K.  H. 
Dal  by,  Asst.  Sec. ;  Thomas  Kern,  Treas. 

The  following  are  the  Past  Grands  of  the  lodge : 
Thomas  Kern,  Duan  NefF,  Owen  E.  Mank,  L.  Camp- 
bell, R.  G.  Russell,  D.  F.  Kressley,  William  Thomas, 
Robert  F.  App,  John  G.  Davis,  Leon  Hunsicker, 
Evan  E.  Evans,  John  Haughton,  R.  H.  Dalby,  Daniel 
Thomas,  Joel  Neff,  W.  P.  Williams,  A.  Leibfried,  W. 
W.  Ellis. 

The  lodge  at  present  has  seventy-six  members  in 
good  standing,  and  is  in  a  prosperous  condition. 

Slatington  Encampment,  ITo.  231,  Independent 
Order  of  Odd-Fellows,  was  instituted  on  the  12th  of 
September, .1872,  with  eighteen  charter  members.     A. 

B.  Steckel  was  chosen  as  Chief  Patriarch  and  John 
G.  Dyer  as  Past  Chief  Patriarch,  by  dispensation,  and 
High  Priest. 

The  Past  Chief  Patriarchs  have  been  A.  S.  Steckel, 
Thomas  Kern,  Dr.  L.  Campbell,  C.  W.  Horn,  F.  J. 
Steller,  8.  A.  Santee,  Charles  Peter,  E.  H.  Dalby,  and 
Allen  Leibfried.  The  society  has  twenty-one  mem- 
bers; William  W.  Ellis,  present  Chief  Patriarch. 

Masonic— Slatington  Lodge,  No.  440,  A.  Y.  M., 
was  chartered  July  10,  1869.  The  officers  first  in- 
stalled were:  W.  M.,  John  L.  Schreiber;  S.  W.,  J.  T. 

C.  Williams;  J.  W.,  Abiel  Heilman;  Treas.,  Charles 
Peters ;  Sec,  L.  0.  Smith ;  Chap.,  A.  J.  Martin. 
Meetings  were  first  held  in  the  town  hall,  but  in 
1880  a  Masonic  hall  was  fitted  up  in  Mack's  building, 
in  which  the  lodge  has  since  met. 

Past  Masters :  John  L.  Schreiber,  Allen  J.  Morton, 
David  McKenna,  William  G.  Grosscup,  Lewis  C. 
Smith,  John  Morgan,  Owen  A.  Peter,  Jesse  Labar, 
Daniel  Thomas,  Robert  H.  Daley,  Luther  Campbell, 
Thomas  Kern,  Moses  M.  Rice. 

The  present  officers  are  Robert  G.  Russell,  W.  M. ; 
Charles  L.  Burkemeyer,  S.  W. ;  Alexander  Caskie, 
J.  W. ;  John  Morgan,  Treas. ;  Robert  H.  Dalby,  Sec. 
The  lodge  has  thirty-one  members. 

Grand  Army  of  the  Eepublic— Farragut  Post, 
No.  214,  was  organized  in  July,  1870,  with  sixty  mem- 
bers. The  Post  Commanders  have  been  Clement  C. 
White,  A.  M.  Miller,  Owen  E.  Mack,  and  William 

D.  Kane.  Meetings  were  first  held  in  the  town  hall 
and  later  in  the  bank  building  and  in  Wehr's  hall. 
The  post  disbanded  in  1878. 

Samuel  Kress  Post,  No.  284,  was  organized  in 
August,  1882,  with  twenty  members.  The  first  Com- 
mander was  A.  M.  Miller.  This  post,  which  now  has 
fifty-two  members,  holds  regular  meetings  in  Burgen- 
meyer's  hall. 

The  Slatington  Rifles.'— In  June  of  1875,  a  peti- 
tion consisting  of  seventy  signers,  who  were  desirous 

1  By  Corporal  P.  E.  Schlauch. 


of  entering  the  National  Guard  of  the  State,  was  for- 
warded to  the  adjutant-general's  office  by  Capt.  D.  G. 
Rhoads,  with  a  request  for  permission  to  organize  a 
military  company  in  this  borough  under  the  State 
military  laws. 

The  petition  was  favorably  received,  and,  at  a  meet- 
ing held  in  town  hall  on  July  17,  1875,  the  company 
was  temporarily  organized,  with  D.  G.  Rhoads  as 
captain,  O.  E.  Mank,  first  lieutenant,  and  George  Mc- 
Dowell, second  lieutenant.  Weekly  drills  were  or- 
dered, so  as  to  lose  no  time  in  preparing  for  the  fall 
inspection.  On  Aug.  9,  1875,  the  company,  consist- 
ing of  fifty  men  and  three  officers,  were  mustered  into 
service  for  five  years,  by  Maj.  Newhard,  of  Gen.  Bol- 
ton's staff,  under  the  name  and  title  of  the  Slating- 
ton Rifles,  Company  H,  Fourth  Regiment,  National 
Guard  of  Pennsylvania. 

After  the  mustering  ceremony  was  over  the  com- 
pany paraded  through  town,  and  were  highly  compli- 
mented by  the  mustering  officer,  Maj.  Newhard. 

The  organization  being  thus  formally  completed 
and  organized  by  the  State  authorities,  the  ladies  of 
the  borough  presented  the  company  with  a  handsome 
silk  field  flag  on  Sept.  4,  1875. 

Sept.  13,  1875,  the  company  paraded  with  the  Sec- 
ond Division  at  Reading  for  inspection.  At  this  in- 
spection the  company  numbered  three  officers  and 
thirty-nine  men.  In  the  adjutant-general's  report  of 
1875,  these  remarks  appeared:  "Company  H,  Capt. 
D.  G.  Rhoads,  an  officer  who  with  his  new  command 
has  done  well.  He  looks  and  acts  the  soldier.  Pieces 
clean ;  men  steady.     Neat  in  general  appearance." 

The  remainder  of  1875  and  the  first  few  months  of 
1876  were  occupied  in  weekly  drills  for  the  perfection  of 
the  members  in  the  science  and  art  of  military  tactics. 

On  Saturday,  July  21,  1877,  at  half  past  one  o'clock 
P.M.,  the  company  assembled  in  its  armory  to  par- 
ticipate in  a  picnic  in  Kuntz's  Grove.  On  the  bul- 
letin board  was  posted  an  order  from  Col.  T.  H.  Good, 
commanding  Capt.  Rhoads  to  keep  his  company  ready 
to  move  at  a  moment's  notice  in  case  of  any  more  seri- 
ous difficulties  with  the  strikers.  On  Sunday,  July 
22d,  the  situation  of  affairs  became  more  critical, 
and  at  about  seven  o'clock  p.m.  Capt.  Rhoads  re- 
ceived a  telegram  to  move  his  command  at  once  to 
Allentown.  The  men  were  notified  to  move  as  soon 
as  possible,  and  were  formed  in  the  armory  about  ten 
o'clock,  marched  to  the  Lehigh  Valley  Railroad  Depot, 
where  they  embarked  on  a  special  train  en  route  for 
Allentown,  where  they  arrived  at  half-past  eleven 
P.M.,  and  were  assigned  quarters  at  the  Centennial 
Hotel  (a  baker's  dozen  to  each  room).  In  the  after- 
noon of  Monday,  July  23d,  the  regiment  was  formed 
for  regimental  drill.  After  a  short  drill  the  command 
was  halted  and  the  following  orders  read : 

"  NoBKiSTOWN,  Pa.,  July  23, 1877. 
"Biuq.-Gen.  Frank  Reeder: 

"  Take  Fourth  Regiment  to  Reading  at  once.  Report  immediately 
on  arrival.  ««  Bolton, 

"  Major-Geneniiy 
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Col.  T.  H.  Good  ordered  the  different  company 
commanders  to  have  their  commands  ready  to  move 
in  fifteen  minutes.  With  as  little  delay  as  possible 
the  regiment  assembled  and  was  marched  to  the  East 
Pennsylvania  depot,  and  embarked  forEeadina:  about 
half-past  five  p.m.,  reaching  there  about  half-past 
seven.  The  regiment  disembarked  about  five  hun- 
dred yards  from  the  depot,  where  it  was  formed  and 
marched  to  the  depot,  which  was  found  in  quiet  pos- 
session of  the  Coal  and  Iron  Police,  the  rioters  having 
withdrawn  into  the  "cut,"  through  which  the  railroad 
passes  upon  Seventh  Street,  and  where  they  had  just 
previously  captured  a  passenger-train.  The  regiment 
was  at  once  moved  forward  to  the  mouth  of  the 
"  cut,"  where  it  was  halted,  ordered  to  load,  and  the 
music  sent  to  the  rear.  This  was  done  amid  the  jeers 
and  yells  of  the  mob,  who,  with  much  profanity, 
cursed  at  their  supposed  blank-cartridges.  After  load- 
ing the  command  was  moved  forward,  and  on  enter- 
ing the  "  cut"  was  greeted  with  a  volley  of  stones, 
steamboat-coal,  and  occasional  pistol  shots,  which 
continued  to  fall  in  perfect  showers  during  the  march 
through  about  two-thirds  of  the  "  cut."  By  this  time 
ten  men  had  been  injured, — Lieut.  0.  E.  Mank  and 
private  O.  F.  Mumbower  seriously.  It  was  with  diffi- 
culty that  the  latter  kept  up  with  his  company,  using 
his  rifle  as  a  crutch.  The  men,  now  thoroughly  ex- 
asperated, began  firing,  which  at  once  became  gen- 
eral along  the  line,  resulting  in  serious  loss  to  the 
rioters,  eleven  being  killed  and  over  fifty  wounded. 
The  regiment  kept  moving,  and  was  halted  in  front 
of  the  Mansion  House,  on  Penn  Square.  The  hotel 
was  used  as  a  hospital  for  portion  of  our  wounded. 
The  regiment  then  moved  back  to  the  depot,  which  it 
guarded  during  the  night.  The  night  was  eventful 
for  a  number  of  false  alarms,  calling  the  boys  into 
line,  and  the  arrest  of  two  of  the  principal  rioters  by 
Corp.  Medlar  and  private  H.  A.  Schertzinger,  of  H 
company.  About  eight  o'clock  a.m.,  July  24th,  five 
companies  of  the  Fourth  and  four  companies  of  the  Six- 
teenth Regiments  (which  regiment  reached  Beading 
at  six  o'clock  a.m.  of  the  24th)  were  ordered  to  march 
to  Seventh  and  Penn  Streets  in  order  to  cover  repairs 
to  the  railroad  track  intended  to  be  made  that  morn- 
ing. The  companies  of  the  Fourth  Regiment  marched 
on  one  side  of  the  "  cut,"  and  those  of  the  Sixteenth 
on  the  other.  In  passing  under  one  of  the  bridges 
spanning  the  pavement,  H  company  was  saluted 
with  a  shower  of  stones  from  the  rioters,  who  were 
assembled  in  great  force.  One  of  the  missiles  struck 
Capt.  D.  G.  Rhoads  on  the  head,  knocking  ofi"his  cap 
and  nearly  felling  him  to  the  ground.  He  ordered 
his  command  forward.  It  was  formed  in  a  hollow 
square,  inclosing  the  damaged  track.  The  mob  be- 
coming momentarily  more  furious.  Companies  D  and 
H  of  the  Fourth  Regiment  were  wheeled  to  the  rear 
and  came  to  a  ready.  At  this  movement  the  mob  in 
their  front  broke  and  .scattered  in  all  directions,  when 
the   Sixteenth  assumed   a   threatening  attitude  and 


ordered  the  Fourth  not  to  fire.  The  rioters  hailed 
this  act  with  shouts  of  approval,  and  gave  three 
cheers  for  the  Sixteenth.  The  repair-men  not  making 
their  appearance,  and  the  imminent  danger  of  a  col- 
lision between  the  Fourth  and  the  Sixteenth  Regi- 
ments,— only  separated  by  the  width  of  the  street, — 
from  prudential  motives  they  were  ordered  back  to  the 
depot,  where  the  breach  between  the  two  regiments 
became  so  open  that  orders  were  issued  to  the  Fourth 
to  remove  to  Lyons,  there  to  await  orders.  At  about 
five  P.M.  orders  were  received  to  proceed  to  Allen- 
town.  Upon  reaching  Emaus,  the  railroad  officials 
refusing  to  transport  the  men  any  further,  the  com- 
mand was  compelled  to  march  to  Allentown,  arriving 
at  that  place  at  eleven  o'clock  p.m.  They  went  into 
camp  on  the  fair  grounds,  where  they  remained  until 
the  evening  of  the  31st  of  July,  when  they  broke 
camp  and  left  by  rail  for  Harrisburg,  to  do  guard 
duty  at  the  State  arsenal.  Arriving  at  Harrisburg 
about  ten  o'clock  a.m.,  August  1st,  they  remained  on 
duty  until  relieved  by  Special  Order  No.  40,  from 
headquarters  National  Guard  of  Pennsylvania.  They 
left  camp  early  on  the  morning  of  the  11th  of  August, 
arriving  at  Slatington  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  evening. 
They  were  marched  to  the  armory,  of  which  the  gen- 
erous-hearted citizens  had  taken  possession,  and  were 
given  a  warm  welcome  home, — fond  mothers,  loving 
wives,  sisters,  and  sweethearts  being  assembled  to 
greet  them.  After  partaking  of  a  splendid  collation, 
which  had  been  prepared  by  the  ladies,  they  dispersed 
with  heartfelt  feelings  for  the  kind  welcome  tendered 
by  the  citizens  of  the  town  after  this  the  first  expe- 
rience of  a  warlike  nature. 

A  most  successful  undertaking  of  this  company  was 
an  encampment  of  soldiers  from  July  4  to  8,  1878. 
Invitations  were  issued  to  a  number  of  military  dig- 
nitaries and  different  companies  of  the  National 
Guard,  and  were  accepted  by  the  following :  Brig.- 
Gen.  Frank  Reeder  and  staff.  Col.  T.  H.  Good  and 
staff".  Gen.  Bertolette,  Companies  B,  D-,  E,  I,  and  K, 
of  the  Fourth  Regiment,  H  company,  of  the  Ninth 
Regiment,  and  the  Lily  Cadets  of  Mauch  Chunk 
Tents  were  pitched  in  a  beautiful  grove  opposite  the 
borough,  and  the  camp  christened  "  Camp  Good,"  in 
honor  of  Col.  T.  H.  Good,  commander  of  the  Fourth 
Regiment.  Upon  the  arrival  of  the  different  com- 
panies they  were  immediately  assigned  quarters,  and 
the  regular  routine  of  camp  duty  entered  into.  Thus 
the  encampment  continued  until  July  8th,  when  the 
visiting  companies  returned  home,  being  highly  de- 
lighted with  the  hospitable  entertainment,  and  feel- 
ing that  the  time  had  been  most  pleasantly  and  very 
profitably  spent.  The  encampment  was  pronounced 
by  all  a  grand  success,  and  its  success  must  be  attrib- 
uted to  the  indefatigable  exertions  of  Capt.  D.  G. 
Rhoads. 

On  Sept.  3,  1878,  Capt.  D.  G.  Rhoads  tendered  his 
resignation  as  captain  of  Company  H,  which  was  very 
reluctantly  accepted,  and  the  captain  honorably  dis- 
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charged.  A  special  order  from  brigade  headquarters 
ordered  Capt.  H.  S.  Hart,  of  Company  I,  Fourth 
Regiment,  to  hold  an  election  for  a  captain  of  Com- 
pany H  on  Friday,  Oct.  11,  1878,  to  fill  the  vacancy 
caused  by  the  acceptance  of  the  resignation.  At  this 
election  1st  Lieut.  George  McDowell  was  elected  cap- 
tain, 2d  Lieut.  Walter  L.  Williams  was  elected  first 
lieutenant,  and  1st  Sergt.  James  M.  Kress  was  elected 
second  lieutenant.  On  Nov.  25,  1878,  the  company, 
with  the  Fourth  Regiment,  paraded  in  Allentown  for 
inspection.  At  this,  the  first  inspection  under  a  new 
captain,  the  company,  in  the  "  Adjutant-General's  Re- 
port of  1878,"  received  the  following :  "  Company  H, 
Capt.  George  McDowell  commanding;  fine  in  all  re- 
spects, and  one  of  the  impressive  commands  of  the 
regiment.  Discipline,  good;  appearance, good ;  arms, 
very  good  and  well  handled." 

Arrangements  were  effected  to  have  a  parade  inci- 
dent to  the  inauguration  of  Governor-elect  Henry  M. 
Hoyt,  of  the  entire  guard  of  the  State,  in  Harrisburg, 
on  Jan.  21,  1879.  Company  H  participated  in  this 
parade,  and  received  its  due  share  of  applause  for  ex- 
cellent marching  and  manoeuvring.  The  company 
also  participated  in  one  of  the  largest  parades  ever 
held  in  the  State,  viz., — the  parade  in  Philadelphia, 
on  Dec.  6,  1879,  incident  to  a  reception  tendered  Gen. 
U.  S.  Grant,  on  his  return  from  Europe.  If  hand- 
clapping  is  a  criterion  of  approval,  then  surely  H 
company  received  its  full  share  on  this  occasion. 
The  National  Guard  of  Pennsylvania  having  received 
an  invitation  from  the  Executive  Committee  on  inau- 
gural ceremonies  to  participate  in  the  parade  in  Wash- 
ington, D.  C,  on  March  4,  1881,  incident  to  the 
inauguration  of  President-elect  James  A.  Garfield, 
and  it  having  been  accepted,  this  company,  as  usual, 
carried  off'  some  of  the  honors  for  its  soldierly  appear- 
ance. Another  great  parade  that  this  company  par- 
ticipated in  was  the  one  in  Philadelphia  during  the 
bi-centennial  week,  on  Oct.  27,  1882,  at  which  its 
high  standard  was  again  made  manifest  by  the  storms 
of  applause  that  greeted  it  on  the  march. 

Having  mentioned  the  principal  parades  this  com- 
pany participated  in  since  its  organization,  the  follow- 
ing are  the  averages  allotted  the  company  by  the 
adjutant- general  in  his  report  to  the  Governor  of  the 
State,  at  the  several  fall  inspections  and  encampments. 
At  Camp  George  G.  Meade,  Fairmount  Park,  Phila- 
delphia, Aug.  7-12,  1880,  the  company  received  98.6 ; 
at  Camp  James  A.  Garfield,  Wilkesbarre,  Aug.  23-2ii, 
1881,  93 ;  at  Camp  John  Fulton  Reynolds,  Lewis- 
town,  Aug.  5-12,  1882,  100,  that  being  perfection. 
Not  having  received  the  adjutant-general's  report  for 
1883,  we  are  unable  to  give  the  average  allotted  at 
Camp  Andrew  A.  Humphries,  Williamsport;  but  it  is 
confidently  believed  that  the  record  of  1882  was  fully 
maintained. 

When  the  company  was  organized  it  occupied  a 
room  on  the  second  floor  of  a  three-story  building 
known  as  the  Town  Hall,  situated  in  Lower  Slating- 


ton.  Not  knowing  how  long  it  could  be  retained  and 
being  desirous  of  obtaining  a  permanent  place,  a  lease 
of  an  old  building  situated  in  the  outskirts  of  Lower 
Slatington  was  effected,  to  which  the  company  re- 
moved in  the  spring  of  1877.  They  went  to  consid- 
erable pains  and  expense  in  properly  fitting  up  this 
place  for  a  drill-room,  and  occupied  it  nearly  four 
years.  It  was  found,  however,  very  inconvenient, 
being  at  the  outer  end  of  the  borough  and  in  a  place 
difficult  of  access.  The  room  in  winter  was  very  cold 
and  extremely  hot  in  summer.  Being  confident  that 
the  oiganization  was  likely  to  remain  intact  for  years, 
the  men  resolved  on  building  a  new  armory  if  a  suit- 
able site  could  be  obtained.  The  matter  being  once 
brought  to  the  attention  of  the  public,  quite  a  number 
of  the  citizens  of  the  borough  encouraged  the  project, 
offering  both  aid  and  counsel  in  favor  of  the  proposed 
new  armory.  A  number  of  locations  were  spoken  of, 
and  finally  a  committee  was  appointed  to  confer  with 
the  Borough  Council  in  regard  to  a  borough  lot  sit^ 
uated  on  the  corner  of  Church  Street  and  Middle 
Alley.  Several  propositions  were  made  to  the  com- 
pany for  said  lot,  and  finally,  on  March  15,  1880,  it 
was  agreed  upon  between  the  committee  for  the  com- 
pany and  the  Borough  Council  to  lease  the  lot  for  ten 
years,  with  the  privilege  of  purchasing  it  within  that 
time  for  five  hundred  dollars.  A  plan  was  at  once 
obtained  from  architect  William  A.  Fink,  of  Reading, 
and  ground  broken  for  the  new  armory  on  May  1, 
1880.  It  was  completed  and  ready  for  occupancy 
Jan.  1,  1881,  at  which  time  the  company  removed  all 
State  and  company  property  from  the  old  into  the 
new  armory.  On  Feb.  22, 1881,  it  was  dedicated  with 
very  appropriate  ceremonies. 

The  new  armory  is  of  brick,  thirty-nine  feet  front 
and  one  hundred  feet  deep,  with  a  basement-wall  of 
a  thickness  of  eighteen  inches.  The  front  wall  is 
thirty-two  feet  high,  built  in  parapet  style,  and  ter- 
minates at  the  top  in  a  dome  ;  this  is  surmounted  by 
the  "Stars  and  Stripes"  of  our  Union.  The  front 
surface  of  the  dome  is  ornamented  with  handsome 
cornice  work,  and  through  its  centre,  describing  a 
half-moon,  the  word  "  Armory"  is  painted  in  promi- 
nent letters.  Immediately  below  the  dome  in  the 
centre  of  the  wall  is  a  small  window,  after  the 
French  Gothic  order,  designed  both  for  beauty  and 
ventilating  the  gallery  of  the  main  hall.  Beneath 
this  window  is  the  main  entrance  to  the  building,  and 
on  each  side  of  this  entrance  is  a  handsomely-corniced 
window  of  fair  dimensions.  The  entrance  is  six  feet 
wide,  and  is  gained  by  ascending  steps  from  the  pave- 
ment to  a  set  of  double  doors,  over  which  is  a  large 
and  shapely  transom.  The  steps  rise  fcom  the  pave- 
ment at  two  separate  places,  forming  a  half-circle,  in 
the  centre  of  which  is  a  large  door  leading  to  the 
basement.  The  basement  is  a  room  thirty-six  feet 
wide  by  fifty-six  feet  deep,  with  a  row  of  pillars 
through  the  centre.  The  ceiling  of  the  basement 
is  nine  feet  high.     It  is  fitted  up  as  a  restaurant,  and 
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the  rental  of  same  brings  in  a  handsome  income. 
The  pavement  in  front  of  armory  is  laid  with  flagging 
and  is  twenty  feet  wide. 

On  each  side  of  the  hall  leading  to  the  main  por- 
tion is  a  small  room  sixteen  by  eighteen  feet.  The 
one  on  the  right  side  is  used  as  the  business  head- 
quarters of  the  company,  and  the  one  on  the  left  side 
is  used  as  the  meeting-room  of  the  Borough  Council. 
A  stairway  also  on  the  left  side  of  the  entrance  leads 
up  to  a  gallery,  the  dimensions  of  which  are  eighteen 
by  thirty-six  feet.  At  the  inner  end  of  the  hallway 
leading  from  the  outside  doors  is  the  entrance  to  the 
main  hall.  This  room  has  a  floor  thirty  feet  wide  by 
sixty-five  feet  long,  and  the  ceiling  is  at  a  height  of 
twenty  feet,  making  the  largest  and  most  desirable 
room  in  town  for  the  purpose  of  entertainments  and 
for  drilling  exercises  of  the  company.  At  the  farth- 
est end  of  the  hall  is  a  stage  seventeen  by  eighteen 
feet,  with  a  dressing-room  on  each  side  of  the  stage, 
of  nine  by  seventeen  feet.  The  entire  hall  is  illumi- 
nated by  a  large  and  handsome  chandelier,  and  by 
wall-lamps  placed  at  regular  intervals  on  each  side  of 
the  room.  We  have  lately  purchased  sectional  opera 
seats,  and  now  having  a  seating  capacity  of  about 
four  hundred.  The  cost  of  the  hall,  with  all  the 
fixtures,  including  basement,  is  very  near  seven 
thousand  dollars.  We  are  now  one  of  the  few  com- 
panies in  the  State  which  own  their  own  armory. 
The  idea  of  building  so  spacious  a  hall  was  indeed  a 
good  one,  for  not  only  does  it  give  the  company  an 
attractive  and  ample  headquarters,  but  it  supplies  a 
need  long  felt  in  Slatington.  The  hall  is  an  ornament 
to  the  town,  and  reflects  credit  upon  the  community, 
gives  the  company  pride  in  themselves  and  pride  in 
the  good  cause  they  are  serving. 

Following  is  the  roster  of  active  members : 

Capt.,  George  McDowell ;  1st  lieut.,  F.  R.  Hoffman ;  2d  lieut.,  H.  W. 
Hanker ;  sergts.,  James  B.  Hunt,  B.  F.  Hunt,  James  Hall,  Mark 
Jones,  aud  William  H.  Keener;  corps.,  Lafayette  Kamaly,  William 
n.  Breisch,  P.  E.  Scblaucb,  W.  M.  Benninger,  Archibald  E.  Hunt, 
John  K.  Griffith,  El.  B.  Houssman,  and  Henry  H.  Krauss. 
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Privates. 


William  Bachman. 
J.  P.  Breiach. 
Miles  Costello. 
John  Evans. 
Charles  E.  Frederick. 
John  Hartline. 
F.  H.  Henritzy. 
Charles  M.  Hoats. 
L.  W.  Hunt. 
John  E.  Jones. 
Alfred  Keener. 
A.  G.  Keiser. 
James  D.  Kern. 
E.  Peter  Krause. 
H.  W.  Krause. 
Aaron  Leibenguth. 
John  F.  Link, 
David  Lloyd. 


Owen  Lloyd. 
John  C.  Maber. 
S.  W.  Marshall. 
P.  E.  Montz. 
William  H.  Morgan. 
Milton  A.  Neff. 
William  Parry. 
William  J.  Parry. 
Thomas  Person. 
El.  B.  Peters. 
John  Peters.       , 
Cyrus  Kamaly. 
Benjamin  B.  Roberts. 
Richard  J,  Roberts. 
A.  A.  Schoenberger. 
James  C.  Thomas. 
William  H.  Waasraan. 


ROBERT  McDowell. 

The  name  McDouall  is  held  by  the  family  to  be  de- 
rived from  Douall  of  Galloway,  who  lived  two  hun- 
dred and  thirty  years  before  the  birth  of  our  Saviour, 
and  having  killed  Nathatus,  the  tyrant,  established 
another  as  king  in  his  stead.  Douall  is  said  to  be  sim- 
ply Dhu  Alan  (the  Black  Alan),  and  hence  the  Mc- 
Doualls  are  "  sons  of  the  Black  Alan."  Of  the  great 
antiquity  of  the  family  there  is  no  manner  of  doubt. 
Without  attempting  to  trace  the  line  of  descent,  it 
may  be  stated  that  from  this  distinguished  ancestry 
sprang  Robert  McDowell,  who  was  born  in  the  sub- 
urbs of  Wigtown,  Wigtonshire,  Scotland,  March  14, 
1811.  Three  brothers  of  the  family  attained  distinc- 
tion either  in  business  or  public  life, — James,  as  Amer- 
ican consul  at  Edinburgh  and,  later,  at  Dundee,  Scot- 
land; Hugh,  of  Castleford,  Yorkshire,  England,  a 
prominent  potter  and  an  influential  citizen;  and 
Robert,  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  The  latter  passed 
his  early  years  at  the  home  of  his  father,  who  was  an 
active  farmer,  and  later  repaired  to  England,  where 
a  brief  period  was  spent  in  business  pursuits,  after 
which  he  sailed  for  America,  and  landed  in  New 
York,  after  a  tedious  passage  in  a  sailing-vessel,  on 
the  21st  of  June,  1833.  He  came  at  once  to  the  Le- 
high Valley,  in  the  development  of  whose  rich  stores 
of  slate  his  business  life  was  spent.  An  uncle  and 
brother  were  then  engaged  in  a  slate  enterprise  at 
North  Whitehall,  and  there  he  at  first  located.  After 
a  brief  residence  at  Whitehall  he  removed  to  "  The 
Settlement,"  near  Bath,  and  in  1854  made  Slatington 
his  permanent  abode.  In  1846  he,  with  others,  opened 
the  old  Douglas  Quarry,  and  in  1848  the  Washington 
Quarry,  introducing  at  about  the  same  date  the  manu- 
facture of  school-slates.  He,  with  others,  in  1850, 
made  the  first  purchase  of  slate  land,  upon  which 
ground  was  afterwards  located  the  now  thriving  bor- 
ough of  Slatington.  In  1854  the  Lehigh  Slate  Com- 
pany was  chartered,  Mr.  McDowell  becoming  its 
superintendent  and  treasurer,  positions  held  until  his 
death.  When  (in  1864)  Slatington  was  incorporated 
he  was  elected  the  first  burgess  of  the  borough,  and 
frequently  held  the  office  afterwards.  He  occupied 
many  other  positions  of  public  trust,  was  prominently 
connected  with  the  Slatington  Bridge  and  Water  Com- 
panies, and  was  vice-president  of  the  Dime  Savings- 
Fund. 

In  religious  no  'less  than  in  business  life  was  Mr. 
McDowell  especially  active.  He,  in  1834,  united 
with  the  Allen  Township  Presbyterian  Church,  and 
was  for  five  years  one  of  its  trustees.  He  organized 
at  Whitehall  the  first  Sa'bbath-school  in  Lehigh 
County  outside  of  Allentown,  and  this  good  work 
once  begun  never  ended  until  the  close  of  his  life. 
He  also  organized  the  Presbyterian  Sunday-school  at 
Slatington  in  1856  with  six  scholars,  and  remained  its 
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superintendent  until  his  death.  Under  his  auspices 
the  Presbyterian  .Cliurch  was  founded  in  1851,  of 
which  he  was  an  elder  and  a  leading  supporter. 

Mr.  McDowell  was  known  as  a  man  of  rare  shrewd- 
ness and  sagacity  in  all  business  ri.'lation8,  while  his 
liberal  nature  prompted  him  to  encourage  many  laud- 
able commercial  enterprises.  He  was  well  read,  kept 
himself  informed  on  current  events  and  important 
questions  of  the  day,  was  a  close  student  of  finance, 
and  presented  his  views  with  clear  and  cogent  reason- 
ing. He  did  much  for  the  improvement  of  the  morals 
of  those  who  grew  up  about  him,  and  was  both  re- 
spected for  the  consistency  of  his  character  and  be- 
loved for  his  kindly  and  affectionate  nature.  He  was 
open-hearted  and  philanthropic,  and  entirely  free 
from  dissimulation. 

A  Democrat  in  his  political  predilections,  and 
active  in  the  arena  of  politics,  he  was  unacquainted 
with  the  devious  ways  of  the  politician. 

Mr.  McDowell  was  married  to  Miss  Sarah  E.  Mul- 
hallon,  of  Northampton  County.  Their  children  are 
four  daughters — Augusta  (wife  of  David  McKenna), 
Helen' (wife  of  William  Gish),  Elmira,  and  Nancy 
(wife  of  Lieut.  Jefferson  Moser) — and  one  son,  E. 
Murray  McDowell,  who  now  continues  the  business 
extensively  at  Slatington.  This  gentleman,  after  a 
course  at  Princeton  and  Lafayette  and  an  extended 
tour  through  Europe,  settled  in  the  old  McDowell 
mansion,  where,  surrounded  by  books  and  pictures, 
he  leads  a  quiet  and  literary  life.  He  makes  patent 
school-slates  a  specialty  in  his  business,  and  has  for 
several  years  supplied  the  boards  of  education  in 
New  York,  Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  and  other  cities 
with  these  articles.  The  death  of  Robert  McDowell 
occurred  on  the  24th  of  August,  1878,  in  his  sixty- 
eighth  year. 


PETER   GEOSS. 


The  great-grandfather  of  Peter  Gross  was  Paul 
Gross,  a  native  of  Zweibriicken,  Germany,  who  came 
to  America  in  1754.  He  located  in  North  Whitehall 
township,  Lehigh  Co.,  and  married  a  Miss  Guth,  also 
of  Zweibrucken.  Their  children  were  a  son,  Peter 
Gross,  and  a  daughter  married  to  Blichael  Diebert. 
Paul  Gross  died  in  his  forty-sixth  year.  Peter  mar- 
ried Miss  Barbara  Troxell,  whose  children  were  four 
sons— Daniel,  Joseph,  Solomon,  and  John— and  four 
daughters.  John,  of  this  number,  still  survives  in  his 
eighty-fourth  year,  while  the  remainder  of  the  family 
died  at  an  advanced  age.  Peter  Gross  was  appointed 
by  Governor  Simon  Snyder  justice  of  the  peace  in 
1812,  and  held  the  office  for  forty-five  consecutive 
years.  His  son,  Daniel,  learned  the  trade  of  a  hatter, 
and  followed  it  until  failing  health  compelled  its  aban- 
donment, when  he  became  a  successful  farmer.  He 
was  twice  married,  his  first  wife  being  Catherine 
Kuntz,  daughter  of  Jacob  Kuntz,  justice  of  the  peace 
of  Northampton   County.     His   children   were   four 


sons— Jonathan,  Joel,  Peter,  and  Simon  K.— and 
seven  daughters,  all  of  whom,  with  the  exception  of 
Mrs.  Shaffer,  are  deceased.  Peter  Gross,  the  subject 
of  this  biography,  was  born  July  10,  1816,  in  North 
Whitehall  township,  Lehigh  Co.,  and  confirmed  in 
the  German  Eeformed  Church  by  Eev.  Joseph  S. 
Dubbs.  His  education  was  received  at  private  schools, 
there  being  no  public  instruction  at  that  early  day, 
after  which  he  assisted,  until  twenty  years  of  age,  in 
the  labor  of  the  farm.  He  then  removed  to  Hunter- 
don County,  N.  J.,  and  for  one  year  followed  the  car- 
penter's trade.  In  1838  he  entered  the  employ  of 
Stephen  Balliet,  Jr.,  as  salesman  in  his  store  at  Bal- 
lietsville,  and  was  the  same  year  appointed  assistant 
postmaster  of  North  Whitehall  post-office.  In  1841, 
in  connection  with  Godfrey  Peter,  he  leased  a  store- 
house at  Laury's  Station,  and  embarked  in  the  store 
business,  and  in  the  following  year,  having  sold  his 
interest,  became  clerk  for  Durs  Rudy,  in  Washington 
township.  He  was  next  employed  by  Nathan  Ger- 
man, of  Germansville,  for  whom  he  purchased  goods 
and  opened  a  store. 

Mr.  Gross  was,  on  the  26th  of  March,  1843,  married 
to  Miss  Mary  Eud}',  daughter  of  the  late  Durs  Eudy, 
whose  only  son,  Joseph  P.  Gross,  graduated  with 
honor  at  Dickinson  College,  Carlisle,  Pa.,  and  pursued 
a  course  of  French  and  German  in  Europe.  He  read 
law  with  Professor  James  Pierson,  of  Philadelphia, 
attended  lectures  at  the  Law  Department  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Pennsylvania,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar 
soon  after.  He  is  the  author  of  two  valuable  works 
on  topics  connected  with  the  profession.  Mrs.  Gross 
died  Feb.  7,  1874,  and  Mr.  Gross  was  again  married 
to  Mrs.  Henrietta  Price,  widow  of  the  late  Simon  H. 
Price,  and  daughter  of  the  late  Samuel  Maxwell,  of 
AUentown.  In  1843,  in  company  with  his  brother, 
Joel,  Mr.  Gross  became  a  landlord  and  merchant  at 
Schnecksville,  where  he  was  appointed  postmaster, 
and  held  the  ofiBce  for  sixteen  years,  resigning  in 
favor  of  his  brother  Joel. 

In  1846  he  was  elected  one  of  the  managers  of  the 
Farmers'  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company,  of  North- 
ampton County,  and  for  many  years  acted  as  its 
treasurer.  He  has  also  been,  for  an  extended  period, 
one  of  the  managers  of  the  Slatington  Bridge  Com- 
pany, and  was  in  1878  appointed  its  treasurer. 

He  was  elected,  in  1862,  justice  of  the  peace  for 
North  Whitehall  township,  and  twice  re-elected,  serv- 
ing a  continuous  term  of  fifteen  years.  In  1873,  Mr. 
Gross  was  appointed  one  of  the  committee  of  the 
board  of  charities  of  Lehigh  County,  of  which  he  was 
chosen  chairman,  and  held  the  office  for  ten  years. 
After  a  residence  of  thirty-one  years  in  Schnecksville, 
during  which  he  conducted  an  extensive  and  success- 
ful business,  he  sold  his  interest  at  that  point,  having 
meanwhile  been  largely  engaged  in  surveying  and  the 
settlement  of  estates.  In  1875,  on  the  establishment 
of  the  National  Bank  of  Slatington,  he  was  elected 
its  president,  and  still  holds  the  position.     He  is  also 
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a  member  of  Gross,  Fritzinger  &  Co.,  of  Slatington, 
dealers  in  hardware.  In  politics  Mr.  Gross  is  a  con- 
sistent Democrat,  and  has  acted  as  chairman  of  many 
important  meetings.  He  is  a  member  of  the  German 
Keformed  Church,  and  active  in  Sabbath-school 
work,  having  been  for  years  superintendent  of  various 
Sabbath-schools. 


HIRAM  I.  HANKEE. 
Mr.  Hankee  was  born  Oct.  1, 1829,  in  Lehigh  town- 
ship, Northampton  Co.,  now  Walnutport,  on  the 
banks  of  the  Lehigh.  Believing  at  an  early  age  that 
industry  and  self-reliance  were  the  powerful  weapons 
with  which  the  battle  of  life  might  be  won,  he,  when 
a  youth,  became  a  boat-boy,  and  thus  rendered  him- 
self independent.  Later  he  engaged  in  teaching,  and 
on  attaining  his  majority  entered  the  employ  of  the 
Lehigh  Valley  Kailroad,  where  he  was  for  eleven 
years  superintendent  of  a  portion  of  the  line  of  that 
company.    He  then  embarked  in  the  business  of  slate- 


mining,  which  for  several  years  absorbed  his  atten- 
tion, and  in  1867  opened  a  real  estate  office,  to  which 
he  has  since  devoted  his  energies.  Mr.  Hankee  is 
still  engaged  in  the  mining  of  slate,  and  identified 
with  other  business  interests  of  the  borough  of  Slating- 
ton. He  has  brought  to  bear  during  his  active  life 
application,  vigor,  and  fidelity  to  the  trusts  imposed  in 
him,  which  have  contributed  in  no  little  degree  to  his 
standing  as  a  citizen  and  success  as  a  man.  He  was 
married  on  the  13th  of  May,  1855,  to  Miss  Elizabeth, 
daughter  of  Jacob  Clause,  of  Heidelberg  township, 
Lehigh  Co.  Their  children  are  Eobert  E.,  Lansford 
F.,  Catharine  A.,  Hiram  W.,  Eva  C,  Ella  N.,  and 
Eugene  (who  died  in  youth). 

Mr.  Hankee  is  identified  with  the  Republican  party 
in  politics,  and,  while  keenly  alive  to  its  success,  is 
rarely  active  beyond  the  limits  of  his  own  borough, 
where  he  has  been  chosen  justice  of  the  peace  and 
school  director.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hankee  and 
their  children  are  members  of  the  German  Reformed 
Church  of  Slatington. 
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CHAPTER    I. 

SETTLEMENT  BY  MORAVIANS  IN  CARBON  COUNTY. 

The  Massacre  at  GnadenhUtten  in  1765— Franklin  builds  Fort  Allen  for 
the  Protection  of  the  Frontier— Captivity  of  the  Gilbert  Family. 

The  Moravians  were  the  first  people  to  plant  an 
outpost  of  civilization  in  that  part  of  Bucks  County 
(afterwards  Northampton)  which  is  now  Carbon,  es- 
tablishing in  the  midst  of  the  wilderness  in  1746  a 
home  for  the  Mohegan  Indians,  which  was  success- 
fully and  flourishingly  maintained  until  the  massacre 
of  the  mission  colonists  in  1755.  This  settlement, 
which  was  an  offshoot  from  Bethlehem,  was  on  the 
southwest  side  of  the  Lehigh  Eiver  and  the  north 
side  of  Mahoning  Creek,  near  the  site  of  Lehighton. 
The  location  had,  doubtless,  been  selected  by  Lewis 
Count  Zinzendorf,'  who,  in  1742,  ascended  the  Lehigh 
with  two  friendly  Indians,  who  had  been  converted  to 
Christianity,  as  interpreters,  and  held  a  conference 
with  the  dusky  dwellers  by  the  Mahoning.  The  land 
— one  hundred  and  twenty  acres — was  bought  in  1745, 
and  a  town  laid  out  upon  it,  which  was  called  Gna- 
denhiitten,  meaning  Tents  of  Grace,  or,  more  literally 
translated,  Mercy  Huts. 

The  Mohegan  Indians,  having  been  driven  out  of 
Shekomeko,  in  the  State  of  Connecticut,  and  Patch- 
gatgoch,  in  New  York,  near  the  border  of  the  former 
State,  found  for  a  time  a  refuge,  under  Moravian  care, 
at  Friedenshiitten,  near  Bethlehem.  But  the  "Monks 
of  Protestantism,"  as  Madame  de  Stael  has  called  the 
Moravians,  found  it  inconvenient  to  maintain  a  large 
congregation  of  Indian  converts  so  near  their  chief 
town,  and  hence  the  establishment  of  Gnadenhtitten. 
The  congregation,  we  are  told,  numbered  five  hun- 
dred souls.     Each  Indian  family  was  allotted  a  por- 


1  Count  Zinzendorf  was  the  descendant  of  a  noble  Austrian  family, 
and  was  horn  at  Dresden,  May  26, 1700.  He  was  educated  at  Halle  and 
the  University  of  Wittenberg.  In  1732  he  married  Countess  Erdmuth 
Dorothea  von  Reuss,  and  soon  afterwards  became  a  convert  to  the  Mo- 
ntTian  faith.  He  visited  England  in  1736,  the  West  Indies  in  1739,  and 
came  to  America  in  1739,  accompanied  by  his  daughter,  Benigna.  He 
spent  little  less  than  a  year  in  the  province,  traveling  and  preaching, 
and  in  June,  1742,  organized  the  Moravians  at  Sethlehem  into  a  con- 
gregation. At  the  close  of  the  same  year  he  left  for  Europe,  where  he 
died  in  1760. 


tion  of  the  land,  and  each  had  its  own  house.  A  log 
church  was  built  in  the  valley,  and  the  houses  half 
surrounded  it,  extending  over  the  higher  ground  in 
the  form  of  a  crescent.  The  town  was  a  very  pleas- 
ant one.  With  their  usual  enterprise,  the  Moravians 
took  steps  to  procure  a  road  between  their  new  sta- 
tion and  Bethlehem  almost  immediately  after  the 
mission  was  located.  Such  a  road  was  petitioned  for 
in  1747,  and  it  was  constructed  in  1748.^ 

On  the  18th  of  August,  1746,  the  missionaries  and 
the  Indians  partook  of  the  first-fruits  of  the  land  and 
of  their  toil  at  a  love-feast,  and  gave  thanks  to  God 
for  the  blessings  that  he  had  bestowed  upon  them. 
Morning  and  evening  the  sound  of  song  arose  from 
the  little  forest  hamlet,  and  the  work  of  the  day  was 
invariably  begun  and  concluded  with  devout  prayer. 
Discourses  were  delivered  every  Sunday  by  the  mis- 
sionaries, and  several  portions  of  the  Scripture,  trans- 
lated into  the  Mohegan  language,  were  read  whenever 
the  congregation  was  assembled.  The  Holy  Com- 
munion was  administered  to  the  communicants  every 
month.  This  day  was  called  by  the  Indians  "the 
great  day.''  Christian  Eauch  and  Martin  Mack  were 
the  first  missionaries  who  resided  here,  and  were  suc- 
ceeded by  others  after  a  comparatively  short  period, 
it  being  the  policy  of  the  Brethren  to  make  frequent 
changes,  that  the  Indians  might  not  form  too  strong 
an  attachment  for  men,  biit  learn  to  fix  their  hope 
and  dependence  on  God  alone.  The  church  built 
during  the  first  year  of  the  mission  was  too  small  for 
the  congregation  of  five  hundred,  and  the  mission- 
aries usually  preached  in  the  open  air,  that  all  might 
hear.  The  affairs  of  the  station  being  promising. 
Bishop  Johannes  von  Watteville  went  to  Gnaden- 
htitten in  September,  1749,  and  laid  the  foundation 
of  a  new  church.  All  went  well  until  1754,  when  a 
part  of  the  Indians  were  led  to  desert  the  mission 
and  go  to  the  Wyoming  Valley.     Efforts  to  alienate 


2  In  the  petition  mention  was  made  of  the  medicinal  qualities  of  the 
spring  at  Lehigh  Gap.  About  1809  a  bridge  was  built  across  the  river 
at  Col.  Jacob  Weiss',  and  the  road  was  extended  through  the  narrows 
past  the  site  of  Mauch  Chunk,  and  to  the  Landing  Tavern.  A  portion 
of  the  Easton  and  Berwick  turnpike,  built  by  the  Lehigh  and  Susque- 
hanna Turnpike  Company,  chartered  in  March,  1804,  was  along  the 
route  of  this  old  road. 
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the  affections  of  the  Mohegans  from  the  missionaries 
had  for  some  time  been  making  by  the  Shawanese 
and  Delawares  on  the  Susquehanna,  who  had  begun 
to  waver  in  their  allegiance  to  the  English,  and  doubt- 
less looked  forward  to  the  time  when  they  could  boldly 
raid  the  settlements.  The  Christian  Indians  had  until 
now  steadfastly  refused  to  leave  Gnadenhiitten,  and 
when  finally  some  of  them  did  so,  it  was  doubtless 
through  the  influence  of  that  eloquent,  wily,  and  ac- 
tive chieftain  of  the  Delawares,  Teedyuscung.'  The 
Indians  who  remained  were  joined  by  the  converted 
Delawares  from  Menialagemeka. 

This  same  year  (1754)  the  mission  was  removed  to 
the  northeast  side  of  the  Lehigh,  where,  upon  the  site 
of  Weissport,  a  village,  called  New  Gnadenhiitten, 
was  built.^  The  dwellings  were  removed  from  the 
opposite  side  of  the  river  and  a  new  chapel  was 
erected.  Loskiel  says,  "In  the  removal  of  the  build- 
ings (the  chapel  only  excepted)  the  Indians  were 
kindly  assisted  by  the  congregations  at  Bethlehem, 
Nazareth,  Christianbrunn,  and  Guadenthal,  who  fur- 
nished not  only  workmen  and  materials,  but  even 
contributions  in  money.  Unanimity  and  diligence 
contributed  so  much  towards  the  progress  of  this 
work  that  the  first  twenty  houses  were  inhabited  by 
the  4th,  and  the  foundation-stone  of  the  new  chapel 
laid  on  the  11th  of  June.  Bishop  Spangenberg  offered 
up  a  most  fervent  prayer  and  delivered  a  powerful  dis- 
course on  this  solemn  occasion.  The  houses  were  soon 
after  completed,  and  a  regulation  made  in  all  the  fam- 
ilies for  the  children  of  each  sex  to  be  properly  taken 
care  of.  The  dwellings  were  placed  in  such  order  that 
the  Makikaws  (Mohegans)  lived  on  one  and  the  Del- 
awares on  the  other  side  (of  the  street).  The  Breth- 
ren at  Bethlehem  took  the  culture  of  the  old  land  on 
the  Mahoning  upon  themselves,  made  a  plantation  of 
it  for  the  use  of  the  Indian  congregation,  and  con- 
verted the  old  chapel  into  a  dwelling,  both  for  the  use 
of  those  brethren  and  sisters  who  had  the  care  of  the 
plantations,  and  for  missionaries  passing  on  their  visits 
to  the  heathen.  A  Synod  was  held  in  New  Gnaden- 
hiitten from  the  6th  to  the  11th  of  August  (1754)  and 
the  chapel  consecrated.  Many  Indian  assistants  were 
invited  to  this  Synod,  the  chief  intention  being  ma- 

i  Teedyuacung  was  born  near  Trenton,  N.  J.,  about  1700,  and  was  a 
son  of  the  Delaware  chief,  old  "  Captain"  John  Harris.  He  came  to  the 
region  of  the  Delaware  and  Lehigh  about  1730,  and  thence  roamed  be- 
yond the  Blue  Bidge.  TeedyuBoung  was  converted  by  the  Moravians 
and  baptized  at  Gnadenhiitten,  March  12, 1750.  He  lived  among  them 
until  1754,  when  he  joined  his  wild  brothers,  and  soon  afterwards  took 
np  the  hatchet.  He  exerted  great  power  among  his  people,  and  was 
called  the  Delaware  King. 

2  The  land  on  which  the  town  was  built  was  part  of  a  five-thousand- 
acre  tract  granted  by  William  Penn  to  Adrian  Vroesen,  of  Kotterdani 
Holland,  in  March,  1682,  deeded  by  him  to  Benjohan  Furley,  of  the  same 
city,  and  surveyed  for  hishcirs  in  1736.  It  was  conveyed  in  its  entirety 
in  March,  1746,  by  Thomas  Lawrence,  of  Philadelphia,  attorney-at-law, 
for  Dorothea,  widow  of  Benjohan  Furley,  and  Elizabeth  and  Martha 
Farley,  co-heirs  of  Benjohan  Furley,  to  Edward  Shippen,  of  Philadel- 
phia, merchant.  By  Sliippen  it  was  conveyed,  in  Seplember,  1745  to 
Eichard  Peters,  of  Philadelphia,  who  in  turn  deeded  it  to  Cliarles  Brock- 
den,  of  the  same  city,  for  the  use  and  behoof  of  the  Moravians.  | 


turely  to  consider  the  situation  of  the  Indian  mis- 
sion."' 

The  Indian  Uprising  and  the  Massacre  at  Gna- 
denhiitten.— The  Moravians  fondly  hoped  that  the 
prosperity  of  their  little  colony  might  be  increased, 
and  that  it  should  remain  a  permanent  abode  of  peace 
and  of  Christianity.     But  destiny  ruled  otherwise. 
With  the  year  1755  came  a  change  in  the  attitude  of 
the  Indians,  and  consequently  in  the  welfare  of  the 
province.     The  Indians  may  have  lost  confidence  in 
the  descendants  of  the  "good  Penn,"  whose  memory 
they  revered ;  they  may  have  felt  that  they  had  been 
injured  in  "  the  Walking  Purchase"  and  other  nego- 
tiations; they  may  even  have  indulged  a  wild  long- 
ing to  regain  their  lost  ancestral  lands  ;  but  it  is  ex- 
tremely doubtflil  whether  they  would  ever  have  re- 
sorted to  acts  of  open  hostility  had  they  not  been 
incited  by  the  French.     French  intrigue  provoked 
the  first  war  in  which  the  descendants  of  William 
Penn  and  the  people  of  the  province  he  founded  en- 
gaged with  the  aboriginal  tribes.     The  French  well 
knew  that  by  securing  as  allies  the  tribes  which  lived 
in  Pennsylvania  the  possibility  of  successfully  carry- 
ing on  their  military  operations  in  the  Ohio  country 
would  be  largely  enhanced.     It  was  for  that  reason 
that  they  fiattered  and  cajoled  the  Delawares  and  the 
lesser  tribes.     Ultimately  this  course  of  action  had 
the  effect  of  winning  their  allegiance  from  the  Eng- 
lish, and  was  the  cause  of  many  deeds  of  blood  in  the 
white  settlements  of  the  entire  frontier.     Braddock's 
defeat  on  the  9th  of  July,  1755,  proved  the  direct 
means  of  encouraging  the  disaffected  Indians  to  make 
indiscriminate  war  upon  the  whites,  which  they  fol- 
lowed with  savage  zest  for  several  years.     The  mas- 
sacre at  Gnadenhiitten  was  only  one  incident  in  the 
series  of  border  horrors,  but  it  is  the  principal  one 
with  which  we  are  concerned. 

"  The  Indians  in  the  French  interest,"  says  Loskiel, 
"  were  much  incensed  that  any  of  the  Moravian  In- 
dians chose  to  remain  at  Gnadenhiitten,  and  deter- 
mined to  cut  off  the  settlement.  After  Braddock's  de- 
feat the  whole  frontier  was  open  to  the  inroads  of  the 
savage  foe.  Every  day  disclosed  new  scenes  of  bar- 
barity committed  by  the  Indians.  The  whole  coun- 
try was  in  terror ;  the  neighbors  of  the  Brethren  in 
Gnadenhiitten  forsook  their  dwellings  and  fled ;  but 
the  Brethren  made  a  covenant  together  to  remain  un- 
daunted in  the  place  allotted  them  by  Providence. 
However,  no  caution  was  omitted,  and  because  the 
white  peopk  considered  every  Indian  as  an  enemy,  the 
Indian  Brethren  at  Gnadenhiitten  were  advised,  as 
much  as  possible,  to  keep  out  of  the  way,  to  buy  no 
powder  nor  shot,  but  strive  to  maintain  themselves 
without  hunting,  which  they  willingly  complied  with." 

The  Moravians  were  suddenly  and  horribly  aroused 
from  their  sense  of  comparative  security.    Late  in  the 


8  For  many  details  concerning  the  Gnadenhiitten  misBlon,  see  hiatories 
of  Lehighton  and  Weissport. 
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evening  of  the  24th  of  November  the  mission-house 
was  attacked  by  the  Indians  who  were  allies  of  the 
French,  burned  to  the  ground,  and  eleven  of  its  in- 
mates murdered. 

"  The  family,  being  at  supper,  heard  an  uncommon 
barking  of  dogs,  upon  which  Brother  Senseman  went 
out  at  the  back  door  to  see  what  was  the  matter.  On 
the  report  of  a  gun  several  ran  together  to  open  the 
house-door.  Here  the  Indians  stood  with  their  pieces 
pointed  towards  the  door,  and  firing  immediately  upon 
its  being  opened,  Martin  Nitchman  was  instantly 
killed.  His  wife  and  some  others  were  wounded,  but 
fled  with  the  rest  up-stairs  into  the  garret,  and  barri- 
caded the  door  with  bedsteads.  Brother  Partsch  es- 
caped by  jumping  out  of  a  back  window.  Brother 
Worbas,  who  was  ill  in  bed  in  a  house  adjoining, 
jumped  likewise  out  of  a  back  window  and  escaped, 
though  the  enemies  "had  placed  a  guard  before  his 
door.  Meanwhile,  the  savages  pursued  those  who  had 
taken  refuge  in  the  garret,  and  strove  hard  to  burst 
the  door  open;  but  finding  it  too  well  secured,  they 
set  fire  to  the  house,  which  was  soon  in  flames.  A 
boy  called  Sturgeons,  standing  upon  the  flaming  roof, 
ventured  to  leap  off,  and  escaped,  though  at  first,  upon 
opening  the  back  door,  a  ball  had  grazed  his  cheek, 
and  one  side  of  his  head  was  much  burned.  Sister 
Partsch,  seeing  this,  took  courage,  and  leaped  likewise 
from  the  burning  roof.  She  came  down  unhurt  and 
unobserved  by  the  enemies,  and  thus  the  fervent 
prayer  of  her  husband  was  fulfilled,  who,  in  jumping 
out  of  the  back  window,  cried  aloud  to  God  to  save 
his  wife.  Brother  Fabricius  then  leaped  also  off  the 
roof,  but  before  he  could  escape  was  perceived  by  the 
Indians,  and  instantly  wounded  by  two  balls.  He  was 
the  only  one  whom  they  seized  upon  alive,  and  having 
dispatched  him  with  their  hatchets,  they  took  his 
scalp,  and  left  him  dead  on  the  ground.  The  rest 
were  all  burnt  alive,  and  Brother  Senseman,  who  first 
went  out  at  the  back  door,  had  the  inexpressible  grief 
to  see  his  wife  consumed  by  the  flames.  Sister 
Partsch  could  not  run  far  for  fear  and  trembling,  but 
hid  herself  behind  a  tree  upon  a  hill  near  the  house. 
From  thence  she  saw  Sister  Senseman,  already  sur- 
rounded by  the  flames,  standing  with  folded  hands, 
and  heard  her  calling  out, '  'Tis  all  well,  dear  Saviour. 
I  expected  nothing  else.'  The  house  being  consumed, 
the  murderers  set  fire  to  the  barns  and  stables,  by 
which  all  the  corn,  hay,  and  cattle  were  destroyed. 
Then  they  divided  the  spoil,  soaked  some  bread  in 
milk,  made  a  hearty  meal,  and  departed,  Sister  Partsch 
looking  on  unperceived.^ 


1  After  the  enemy  had  retired  the  remains  of  those  killed  at  the  mis- 
sion-house were  collected  from  the  charred  ruins  and  interred.  A  mar- 
ble slab  in  the  graveyard  south  of  Lehighton,  placed  there  in  1788,  and 
a  small  white  obelisk  on  a  sandstone  base,  erected  at  a  more  recent 
date  tell  in  brief  the  story  of  Gnaddenhutten  and  preserve  the  names 
of  those  who  fell  as  victims  to  savage  hate.  The  inscription  on  the  slab 
reads : 

To  THE   MEMOKY    OF   GOTTltEB   AND   CHRISTIANA  ANDEBS,  WITH  THEIR 

CHILD  Johanna. 


"  This  melancholy  event  proved  the  deliverer  of 
the  Indian  congregation  at  (New)  Gnadenhutten, 
for,  upon  hearing  the  report  of  the  guns,  seeing  the 
flames,  and  soon  learning  the  dreadful  cause  from 
those  who  had  escaped,  the  Indian  brethren  immedi- 
ately went  to  the  missionary  and  offered  to  attack  the 
enemy  without  delay.  But  being  advised  to  the  con- 
trary, they  all  fled  into  the  woods,  and  Gnadenhutten 
was  cleared  in  a  few  moments,  some  who  already 
were  in  bed  having  scarce  time  to  dress  themselves. 
Brother  Zeisberger,  who  had  just  arrived  in  Gnaden- 
hutten from  Bethlehem,  hastened  back  to  give  notice 
of  this  event  to  a  body  of  English  militia  who  had 
marched  within  five  miles  of  the  spot,  but  they  did 
not  venture  to  pursue  the  enemy  in  the  dark."  ^ 

Such  is  the  matter-of-fact  description  of  this  hor- 
rible occurrence  given  by  Loskiel. 

At  Bethlehem  the  people  had  been  in  an  agony  of  sus- 
pense, for  all  had  seen  the  lurid  glare  beyond  the  Blue 
Eidge  made  by  the  burning  buildings,  and  had  known 
that  evil  news  of  some  kind  would  be  borne  to  them 
in  a  few  hours.  The  alarming  news  did  come  after 
midnight,  carried  by  those  who  in  terror  fled  from 
the  fire-illumined  scene  of  murder.  Towards  night 
of  the  day  after  the  tragedy  eight  of  the  white  people 
and  between  thirty  and  forty  of  the  Indians,  men, 
women,  and  children,  who  had  made  their  escape 
from  New  Gnadenhutten,  arrived  in  Bethlehem. 
From  this  time  on  for  several  days  the  people  of  the 
upper  part  of  Northampton  County  and  along  the 
Lehigh  Valley  down  to  the  Irish  Settlement  and 
below  were  precipitately  pushing  southward  into  the 
older  and  larger  settlements  of  Bethlehem  and  Easton. 
They  were  filled  with  the  wildest  alarm,  and  many 
came  with  scarcely  clothes  enough  upon  their  backs 
to  protect  them  from  the  cold,  while  all  were  entirely 
destitute  of  the  means  to  obtain  the  necessities  of 
life.  There  was  a  general  hegira  from  the  region 
beyond  the  Blue  Ridge,  and  hundreds  of  farm-houses 
below  the  mountains,  in  what  is  now  Northampton 
and  Lehigh  Counties,  were  abandoned  by  their  inhab- 
itants. 

To  these  panic-stricken  people  the  utmost  kindness 
was  shown  by  the  citizens  of  Bethlehem  and  Easton. 
The  Moravian  Brethren  of  the  former  place  kept  their 
wagons  plying  to  and  from   between  the  town  and 


Martin  and  Susanna  Nitshman. 

Ann  Catharine  Senseman. 

Leonard  Gattermyer. 

Christian  Fabricius,  clerk. 

George  Schweigert. 

John  Frederick  Lesley  and  Martin  Presser,  who  lived  at 
Gnaden-Huetten  unto  the  Lord,  and  lost  their  lives  in  a  sur- 
prise FROM  Indian  warriors,  November  the  24th,  1755. 

"  Preciods  in  the  sight  or  the  Lord  is  the  death  of  his  saints." 
— Psalms  cxvl.  15. 

The  inscription  on  the  marble  obelisk  reads : 

To  honor  and  perpetuate  the  remembrance  of  the  Moravian 
martyrs  whose  ashes  are  gathered  at  its  base  this  monument  is 

ERECTED. 

s  Loskiel,  ii.  165. 
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points  eight  or  ten  miles  up  the  road,  bringing  in  the 
women  and  children  who  had  become  exhausted  in 
their  flight  and  sank  down  by  the  way. 

The  military  which  has  been  alluded  to  as  being 
within  five  miles  of  Gnadenhiitten  at  the  time  of  the 
massacre  was   doubtless  Capt.  Hay's  company  from 
the  Irish  Settlement,  in  Northampton  County.    They 
are  said  to  have  come  to  the  hill  overlooking  the  hol- 
low where  Parryviile  now  is  and  to  have  fired  down 
into  the  bushes,^  and  then  to  have  departed.     How- 
ever this  may  liave  been,  they  subsequently  repaired 
to  the  scene  of  the  murders,  and  were  probably  re- 
inforced by  another  company  under  Col.  Anderson. 
Capt.  Wilson,  of  Bucks  County,  with  a  company  of 
^ixty  or  seventy  men,  also  marched  northward  two 
days  after  the  massacre.     The  troops  were  stationed 
at  the  forsaken  village  to  guard  the  Brethren's  mills, 
which  were  filled  with  grain,  and  the  property  of  the 
Christian  Indians  from  being  destroyed.     They  were 
expected  also  to  protect  the  few  settlers  who  remained 
below   Gnadenhiitten.      A   temporary   stockade   was 
built,  and  the  frontier  at  this  point  would  have  been 
well  defended  had  the  militia  been  governed  by  offi- 
cers who  had  a  thorough  knowledge  of  Indian  ma- 
noeuvres, but  none  of  those  in  authority  seem  to  have 
possessed  this  all-essential  qualification,  and   hence 
disaster  followed.     On  the  1st  of  January,  1756,  a 
number  of  the  soldiers  fell  victims  to  an  Indian  strat- 
agem.    They  were  amusing  themselves  by  skating  on 
the  ice  of  the  river,  near  the  fort,  when  they  caught 
sight  of  two  Indians  farther  up  the  frozen  stream. 
Thinking  that  it  would  be  an  easy  matter  to  capture 
or  kill  them,  the  soldiers  gave  chase,  and   rapidly 
gained  upon  the  Indians,  who  proved  to  be  decoys 
skillfully  manoeuvring  to  draw  them  into  an  ambush. 
They  had  got  some  distance  from  the  fort,  when  a 
party  of  Indians  rushed  out  behind  them,  cut  off  their 
retreat,  and  falling  upon  them  with  great  fury,  as  well 
as  with  the  advantages  of  surprise  and  superior  num- 
bers, quickly  dispatched  them.     Some  of  the  soldiers 
remaining  in  the  fort,  filled  with  horror  by  this  murder 
of  their  comrades,  deserted,  and  the  few  remaining, 
thinking  themselves  incapable  of  defending  the  place, 
withdrew.     The  savages  then  seized  upon  such  prop- 
erty as  they  could  make  use  of  and  fired  the  fort,  the 
Indian  houses,  and  the  mills.     Thus  again  the  red 
glare  against  which  the  Blue  Ridge  loomed  up  told 
the  people  of  Bethlehem  and  of  all  the  lower  county 
that  another  hostile  act  had  been  committed  on  the 
northern  border. 

This  was  by  no  means  the  firstone  after  the  Gnaden- 
hiitten massacre.  The  lull  of  peace  had  lasted  but  a 
few  days.  A  few  scattered  settlers  from  New  York 
and  New  England  had  located  on  Pohopoko  Creek, 
in  Upper  Towamensing  township.  Carbon  Co.,   and 

1  This  locality  became  koown  as  "  the  fire  line,"  and  the  road  laid  out 
there  in  after-yeara  is  to  this  day  called  "  the  fire-line  road."  Tlie  name 
arose  from  the  circumstance  above  referred  to,  but  its  appropriateness  is 
difficult  to  discern  at  the  present  day. 


here  the  Indians  made  one  of  their  forays  on  the  10th 
of  December,  1755.     The  marauding  party  appears 
first  to  have  visited  the  plantation  of  Daniel  Broad- 
head,  on  Broadhead's  Creek  (in  what  is  now  Monroe 
County  and  not  far  from  the  site  of  Stroudsburg)  ; 
but  the  proprietor  and  his  sons  succeeding  in  barri- 
cading themselves  in  the  house  and  repulsing  their 
attack,  the  little  war-party  left  to  fall  upon  other  set- 
tlers,— the  Hueth,  Culver,  McMichael,  and  Carmichel 
families, — where   their  bloodthirstiness  was  gratified 
in  a  number  of  murders.    The  attack  upon  the  Hoeth 
family,  which  comes  more  especially  in  the  province 
of  this  work  than  do  any  of  the  contemporaneous  in- 
cidents, appears  to  have  been  made  by  five  or  six  In- 
dians, a  straggling  division  of  a  much  larger  band. 
At  the  house  of  Frederick  Hoeth,  which  was  about 
twelve  miles  east  of  Gnadenhiitten,  the  family  was  at 
supper,  when  shots  were  heard  just  outside  the  walls, 
and  two  of  the  family  fell  to  the  floor, — Hoeth  him- 
self dead  and  a  woman  wounded.    Several  more  shots 
were  fired,  and  then  all  who  could  do  so  ran  out  of 
the  house.     The  Indians  immediately  set  fire  to  the 
house,  stables,  and  adjoining  mill.     Hoeth's  wife  ran 
into  the  bake-house,  which  was  also  set  on  fire.    The 
poor  woman  ran  out  through  the  flames,  was  very 
much  burned,  and  in  a  mad  elTort  to  relieve  her  agony 
ran  into  the  creek,  where  she  died.    The  Indians  mu- 
tilated her  in  a  horrible  manner  with  their  knives 
and  tomahawks.     Three  children  were  burned,  one 
daughter  was  killed  and  scalped,  and  two  or  three 
more  were  carried  away  into  captivity.     One  of  the 
Indians  was  killed  and  another  wounded  in  this  at- 
tack. 

The  state  of  affairs  produced  by  these  and  other 
murders  is  well  described  in  a  letter  written  to  Gov- 
ernor Morris  by  Timothy  Horsfield,  of  Bethlehem, 
December  12th.     He  says, — 

"  In  the  night  an  express  arrived  from  Nazareth 
acquainting  me  that  there  is  certain  people  in  Naza- 
reth who  fled  for  their  lives,  and  informs  us  that  one 
Hoeth  and  his  family  are  cut  off',  only  two  escaping, 
and  the  houses  of  Hoeth,  Broadhead,  and  others  are 
actually  laid  in  ashes,  and  people  from  all  quarters 
flying  for  their  lives;  and  the  common  report  is  that 
the  Indians  are  two  hundred  strong. 

"  Your  honor  can  easily  guess  at  the  trouble  and 
consternation  we  must  be  in,  on  this  occasion,  in  these 
parts.  As  to  Bethlehem,  we  have  taken  all  the  pre- 
caution in  our  power  for  our  defense.  We  have  taken 
our  little  infants  from  Nazareth  to  Bethlehem  for 
their  greater  security,  and  these,  with  the  rest  of  our 
children,  are  nearly  three  hundred  in  number. 

"  Although  our  gracious  king  and  Parliament  have 
been  pleased  to  exempt  those  among  us  of  tender 
conscience  from  bearing  arms,  yet  there  are  many 
among  us  who  make  no  scruple  of  defending  them- 
selves against  such  cruel  savages.  But,  alas  !  what  can 
we  do,  having  very  few  arms,  and  little  or  no  ammuni- 
tion, and  we  are  now,  as  it  were,  become  the  frontier? 
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and,  as  we  are  circumstanced,  our  family  being  so 
large,  it  is  impossible  for  us  to  retire  to  any  other 
place  for  security. 

"  I  doubt  not  your  honor's  goodness  will  lead  you 
to  consider  the  distress  we  are  in,  and  speedily  to 
afford  us  what  relief  shall  be  thought  necessary 
against  these  merciless  savages.'' 

Intelligence  of  the  massacre  at  Gnadenhiitten  had 
induced  the  government  to  undertake  strong  meas- 
ures for  the  protection  of  the  frontier,  and  the  subse- 
quent outrages  had  the  effect  of  hastening  their  exe- 
cution. The  people  of  the  lower  settlements,  in 
Bucks  and  Northampton  Counties,  had  been  thor- 
oughly aroused  to  the  danger  that  was  threatening 
them,  and  had  recruited  volunteer  companies  for  the 
repulse  of  the  savages.  It  only  remained  to  effect  an 
organization  of  the  scattered  elements  of  strength,  and 
to  carry  them  forward  for  systematic  defense.  For 
this  responsible  and  difficult  task  the  government 
brought  forward  no  luss  a  personage  than  Col.  (after- 
wards Dr.)  Benjamin  Franklin. 

Benjamin  Franklin  builds  Fort  Allen.— Col. 
Franklin  was  appointed  to  take  charge  of  the  frontier 
defenses  early  in  December,  1755,  and  he  lost  no 
time  in  undertaking  the  work,  arriving  at  Bethle- 
hem upon  the  18th  of  that  month,  with  Commission- 
ers Hamilton  and  Fox.  With  them  came  Capt. 
Trump's  company  of  fifty  men  from  Bucks  County, 
whose  "  arms,  ammunition,  and  blankets,  and  a  hogs- 
head of  rum  for  their  use,  had  been  forwarded  to 
Easton  in  advance."  Franklin  divided  his  time  be- 
tween Easton  and  Bethlehem  while  he  was  muster- 
ing troops  and  making  ready  to  advance  into  the 
wilderness.  From  the  7th  to  the  15th  of  January, 
1756,  he  made  his  headquarters  at  Bethlehem.  "I 
had  no  difficulty,"  he  says,  in  his  autobiography,  "in 
raising  men,  having  soon  five  hundred  and  sixty  under 
my  command."  These  soldiers,  or  rather  minute-men, 
were  comprised  in  the  following  companies :  Capt. 
William  Parsons'  company,  twenty-four  men,  and 
McLaughlin's  detachment,  twenty  men,  from  Easton  ; 
Capts.  Trump's,  Aston's,  and  Wayne's  companies,  of 
fifty  men  each,  except  the  last,  of  fifty-five,  from 
Bucks  County ;  Capt.  Volck's  (or  Foulk's)  company, 
of  forty-six  men,  from  Allemangel,  now  Lynn  town- 
ship, Lehigh  Co. ;  Capt.  Trexler's  company,  of  forty- 
eight  men,  from  townships  of  Northampton,  now  in 
Lehigh  County;  Capt.  Wetterholt'a  company,  of  forty- 
four  men,  from  the  same  region ;  Capt.  Orndt's,  of 
fifty  men,  from  Bucks  County ;  Capts.  Craig,  Martin, 
and  Hays'  companies,  from  the  Irish  Settlement,  in 
Northampton  County;  and  Capt.  Van  Ettan's  com- 
pany, from  Upper  Smithfield.  Besides  these,  there 
was  a  company  of  sixty  men  from  New  Jersey  under 
command  of  Col.  John  Anderson,  and  no  doubt  a 
number  of  smaller  bodies  of  which  no  record  has  been 
preserved.  Some  of  these  companies  served  without 
pay,  and  furnished  their  own  arms  and  ammunition. 
Capt.  Volck's  company  arrived  at  Bethlehem  from 


Allemangel,  and  was  mustered  into  service  on  Janu- 
ary 11th.  Capt.  Wetterholt's  had  been  previously 
mustered. 

On  the  15th  of  January,  Col.  Franklin  broke  camp 
at  Bethlehem,  and  moved  his  little  army  in  the  direc- 
tion of  Gnadenhiitten,  where  it  was  his  purpose  to 
build  one  of  a  chain  of  forts  for  the  protection  of  the 
frontier.  A  good  description  of  the  march  and  of 
some  subsequent  operations  is  afforded  by  a  letter 
from  Benjamin  Franklin  to  the  Governor,  dated  Fort 
Allen,  at  Gnadenhiitten,  Jan.  25,  1756 : 

"  Deae  Sir, — We  got  to  Hays'  the  same  evening 
we  left  you,  and  reviewed  Craig's  company  by  the  way. 
Much  of  the  next. morning  was  spent  in  exchanging 
the  bad  arms  for  the  good,  Wayne's  company  having 
joined  us.  We  reached,  however,  that  night  to  Up- 
linger's,  where  we  got  into  good  quarters.  Saturday 
morning  we  began  to  march  towards  Gnadenhiitten, 
and  proceeded  near  two  miles ;  but  it  seeming  to  set  in 
for  a  rainy  day,  the  men  unprovided  with  great-coats, 
and  many  unable  to  secure  effectively  their  arms  from 
the  wet,  we  thought  it  advisable  to  face  about  and  re- 
turn to  our  former  quarters,  where  the  men  might  dry 
themselves  and  lie  warm;  whereas,  had  they  pro- 
ceeded, they  would  have  come  in  wet  to  Gnadenhiit- 
ten, where  shelter  and  opportunity  of  drying  them- 
selves that  night  was  uncertain.  In  fact,  it  rained  all 
day,  and  we  were  all  pleased  that  we  had  not  pro- 
ceeded. The  next  day,  being  Sunday,  we  marched 
hither,  where  we  arrived  about  two  in  the  after- 
noon, and  before  five  had  inclosed  our  camp  with  a 
strong  breastwork,  musket-proof,  and  with  the  boards 
brought  here  before,  by  my  order  from  Dunker's  mill,^ 
got  ourselves  under  some  shelter  from  the  weather. 
Monday  was  so  dark,  with  a  thick  fog  all  day,  that  we 
could  neither  look  out  for  a  place  to  build  nor  see 
where  materials  were  to  be  had.  Tuesday  we  looked 
round  us,  pitched  on  a  place,  marked  out  our  fort  on 
the  ground,  and  by  ten  o'clock  began  to  cut  timber 
for  stockades  and  to  dig  the  ground.  By  three  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon  the  logs  were  all  cut  and  many  of 
them  hauled  to  the  spot,  the  ditch  dug  to  set  them  in 
three  feet  deep,  and  many  were  pointed  and  set  up. 
The  next  day  we  were  hindered  by  rain  most  of  the 
day.  Thursday  we  resumed  our  work,  and  before 
night  were  perfectly  well  inclosed,  and  on  Friday 
morning  the  stockade  was  finished,  and  part  of  the 
platform  within  erected,  which  was  completed  next 
morning,  when  we  dismissed  Foulk's  and  Wetter- 
holt'a companies,  and  sent  Hay's  down  for  a  convoy 
of  provisions.  The  day  we  hoisted  the  flag  made 
a  general  discharge  of  our  pieces,  which  had  been 
long  loaded,  and  of  our  two  swivels,  and  named  the 
place  Fort  Allen  in  honor  of  our  old  friend.^     It  is 


1  This  mill  was  William  Kern's,  who  lived  at  what  is  now  Slatington. 
His  mill  was  on  Trout  Creek.  In  some  reports  it  ismentioned  aa  Truck- 
er's mill,  and  in  others  Kern's  mill. 

2  Judge  William  Allen,  father  of  James  Allen,  who  laid  out  Allentown 
in  1762. 
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one  hundred  and  twenty-five  feet  long,  fifty  feet  wide, 
the  stockades  most  of  them  a  foot  thick.  They  are 
three  feet  in  the  ground  and  twelve  feet  out,  pointed 
at  the  top.  This  is  an  account  of  our  week's  work, 
which  I  thought  might  give  you  some  satisfaction. 
Foulk  is  gone  to  build  another  between  this  and 
Schuylkill  fort,  which  I  hope  will  be  finished  (as 
Trexler  is  to  join  him)  in  a  week  or  ten  days.  As 
soon  as  Hays  returns  I  shall  dispatch  another  party 
to  erect  another  at  Surfas's,  which  I  hope  may  be 
finished  in  the  same  time,  and  then  I  purpose  to  end 
my  campaign,  God  willing,  and  do  myself  the  pleasure 
of  seeing  you  in  my  return.  I  can  now  add  no  more 
than  that  I  am  with  great  esteem  and  affection  your 
friend.     Yours  affectionately, 

"  B.  Franklin." 

In  his  autobiography  Franklin  thus  describes  Fort 
Allen : 

"  The  next  morning  our  fort  was  planned  and 
marked  out,  the  circumference  measuring  four  hun- 
dred and  fifty-five  feet,  which  would  require  as  many 
palisades  to  be  made,  one  with  another,  of  a  foot  diam- 
eter each.  Our  axes,  of  which  we  had  seventy,  were 
immediately  set  to  work  to  cut  down  trees,  and  our 
men  being  dexterous  in  the  use  of  them,  great  dispatch 
was  made.  Each  pine  made  three  palisades  of  eighteen 
feet  long,  pointed  at  one  end.  While  these  were  pre- 
paring our  other  men  dug  a  trench  all  round  of  three 
feet  deep,  in  which  the  palisades  were  to  be  planted, 
and,  the  bodies  being  taken  off  our  wagons,  and  the 
fore  and  hind  wheels  separated  by  taking  out  the  pin 
which  united  the  two  parts  of  the  perch,  we  had  ten 
carriages,  with  two  horses  each,  to  bring  the  palisades 
from  the  woods  to  the  spot.  When  they  were  set  up, 
our  carpenters  built  a  platform  of  boards  all  round 
within,  about  six  feet  high,  for  the  men  to  stand  on 
when  to  fire  through  the  loop-holes.  We  had  one 
swivel-gun,  which  we  mounted  on  one  of  the  angles, 
and  fired  it  as  soon  as  fixed,  to  let  the  Indians  know, 
if  any  were  within  hearing,  that  we  had  such  pieces ; 
and  thus  our  fort,  if  that  name  may  be  given  to  so 
miserable  a  stockade,  was  finished  in  a  week,  though 
it  rained  so  hard  every  other  day  that  the  men  could 
not  work.  This  gave  me  occasion  to  observe  that 
when  men  are  employed  they  are  best  contented,  for 
on  the  days  they  worked  they  were  good-natured  and 
cheerful,  and,  with  the  consciousness  of  having  done 
a  good  day's  work,  they  spent  the  evening  jollily;  but 
on  our  idle  days  they  were  mutinous  and  quarrelsome, 
finding  fault  with  the  pork,  the  bread,  etc.,  and  were 
continually  in  bad  humor,  which  put  me  in  mind  of  a 
sea-captain,  whose  rule  it  was  to  keep  his  men  con- 
stantly at  work,  and  when  his  mate  once  told  him  that 
they  had  done  everything,  and  there  was  nothing 

further  to  employ  them  about,  'N ,'  said  he, '  make 

them  scour  the  anchor.'  This  kind  of  fort,  however 
contemptible,  is  a  sufficient  defense  against  Indians 
who  have  no  cannon.     Finding  ourselves  now  posted 


securely,  and  having  a  place  to  retreat  to  on  occasion, 
we  ventured  out  in  parties  to  scour  the  adjacent  coun- 
try. We  met  with  no  Indians,  but  we  found  the  places 
on  the  neighboring  hills  where  they  had  lain  to  watch 
our  proceedings. 

"There  was  an  art  in  the  contrivance  of  those 
places  that  seems  worth  mentioning.  It  being  winter 
a  fire  was  necessary  for  them,  but  a  common  fire  on 
the  surface  of  the  ground  would,  by  its  light,  have 
discovered  their  position  at  a  distance ;  they  had,  there- 
fore, dug  holes  in  the  ground  about  three  feet  in  diam- 
eter and  somewhat  deeper;  we  found  where  they  had, 
with  their  hatchets,  cut  off  the  charcoal  from  the  sides 
of  burnt  logs  lying  in  the  woods.  With  these  coals 
they  had  made  small  fires  in  the  bottom  of  the  holes, 
and  we  observed  among  the  weeds  and  grass  the  prints 
of  their  bodies,  made  by  their  laying  all  around,  with 
their  legs  hanging  down  in  the  holes  to  keep  their 
feet  warm,  which  with  them  is  an  essential  point. 
This  fire  so  managed  could  not  discover  them,  either 
by  its  light,  flames,  sparks,  or  even  smoke.  It  ap- 
peared that  the  number  was  not  great,  and  it  seems 
they  saw  we  were  too  many  to  be  attacked  by  them 
with  prospects  of  advantage.  .  .  . 

"  I  had  hardly  finished  this  business  and  got  my 
fort  well  stored  with  provisions,  when  I  received  a 
letter  from  the  Governor,  acquainting  me  that  he  had 
called  the  Assembly,  and  wished  my  attendance  there, 
if  the  posture  of  affairs  on  the  frontiers  was  such  that 
my  remaining  there  was  no  longer  necessary.  My 
friends,  too,  of  the  Assembly,  pressing  me  by  their 
letters  to  be  if  possible  at  the  meeting,  and  my  three 
intended  forts  being  now  completed,  and  the  inhab- 
itants contented  to  remain  on  their  farms  under  that 
protection,  I  resolved  to  return ;  the  more  willingly 
as  a  New  England  officer.  Col.  Clapham,  experienced 
in  Indian  war,  being  on  a  visit  to  our  establishment, 
consented  to  accept  the  command.  I  gave  him  a  com- 
mission, and,  parading  the  garrison,  had  it  read  before 
them,  and  introduced  him  to  them  as  an  officer  who, 
from  his  skill  in  military  affairs,  was  much  more  fit  to 
command  them  than  myself;  and,  giving  them  a  little 
exhortation,  took  my  leave.  I  was  escorted  as  far  as 
Bethlehem,  where  I  rested  a  few  days  to  recover  from 
the  fatigue  I  had  undergone.  The  first  night,  lying 
in  a  good  bed,  I  could  hardly  sleep,  it  was  so  different 
from  my  hard  lodging  on  the  floor  of  a  hut  at  Gnaden- 
Huetten,  with  only  a  blanket  or  two." 

Thus,  after  nineteen  days'  absence  from  Bethlehem, 
closed  the  military  services  of  a  man  destined  to 
achieve  vastly  greater  renown  in  civil  life.  He  had 
no  experience  in  actual  warfare,  but  in  the  provisions 
which  he  made  for  the  protection  of  the  frontier,  in- 
cluding the  building  of  the  line  of  forts  or  stockades, 
of  which  Fort  Allen  was  one,  he  exercised  the  same 
strong  common  sense  and  varied  ingenuity  which  in 
other  fields  did  much  to  make  his  fame. 

James  Young,  commissary-general,  who  visited  the 
fort  in  June,  1756,  coming  through  Allemangel  (Lynn 
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township,  Lehigh  Co.),  from  which  it  was  distant 
about  fifteen  miles,  says  in  his  diary,  "  The  first  seven 
miles  of  this  road  is  very  hilly,  barren,  and  swampy  ; 
no  plantations.  The  other  part  of  the  road  is  for  the 
most  part  through  a  rich  valley,  chiefly  meadow 
ground ;  several  settlements,  but  all  the  houses 
burned  and  deserted.  At  noon  we  came  to  the  fort. 
.  .  .  This  stands  on  the  river  Leahy  (Lehigh),  in  this 
pass  through  the  very  high  hills,  is,  in  my  opinion,  a 
very  important  place,  and  may  be  of  great  service  if 
the  officer  does  his  duty.  It  is  very  well  stockaded, 
with  four  good  bastions.  On  one  is  a  swivel-gun. 
The  works  are  clear  all  around  it  for  a  considerable 
way,  and  is  very  defensible.  Within  are  three  good 
barracks  and  a  guard-room.  I  found  here  fifteen  men 
without  any  ofiicer  or  commander.  They  told  me 
Lieut.  Jacob  Mier  and  two  men  from  the  fort  were 
gone  this  morning,  with  two  gentlemen  from  Bethle- 
hem and  four  Indians,  fifteen  miles  up  the  country, 
to  bring  down  some  friendly  Indians,  and  that  the 
sergeant  with  three  men  were  gone  to  Capt.  Foulk's, 
late  commander  here,  to  receive  the  pay  that  is  due 
them.  ...  I  was  informed  that  a  captain  with  a  new 
company  was  expected  there  in  a  day  or  two  to  take 
post  at  this  fort." '  Young  also  speaks  of  finding  "  a 
farm-house  with  a  small  stockade  around  it"  at  Le- 
high Gap.  A  sergeant  and  eight  men,  a  detachment 
of  Capt.  Wetherholt's  company,  were  stationed  here. 
The  captain  with  twelve  men  was  at  this  time  at  an- 
other farm-house  south  of  the  gap. 

Either  because  they  were  sated  with  blood,  or  be- 
cause the  thoroughness  of  Franklin's  plans  of  border 
defense  had  shown  them  the  futility  of  making  further 
inroads  upon  the  whites,  the  Indians  desisted  from 
hostilities.  Settlers  returned  to  their  homes,  and  the 
usual  avocations  were  resumed.  But,  although  the 
scattered  pioneer  farmers  breathed  more  freely,  they 
did  not  for  many  succeeding  years  enjoy  a  feeling  of 
absolute  security.  Even  as  late  as  1780,  as  we  shall 
presently  show,  the  Indians  made  a  hostile  raid  into 
that  portion  of  Northampton  County  which  is  now 
Carbon. 

Fort  Allen''  was  garrisoned  for  five  years  (1756- 
61),  and  after  the  expiration  of  that  period  was 
occasionally  occupied  by  soldiers.  During  the  time 
that  regular  garrisons  were  maintained  at  this  fort 
(and  also  at  Forts  Norris  and  Hamilton)  large  quan- 
tities of  provisions  were  of  course  needed.  These 
were  furnished  in  part  by  Adam  Deshler,  the  noted 
pioneer  of  Lehigh  County.' 

Governor  Morris  made  efibrts  to  establish  peace  by 
treaty  in   July,  1756,  when   a  council  was  held  at 


1  Col.  JameB  Burd,  who  visited  Fort  Allen  in  1758,  says,  "  This  ia  a 
very  poor  stockade.  .  .  .  There  is  scarce  room  here  for  forty  men." 

2  The  only  relic  of  the  old  fort  which  remains  at  the  present  day  is 
the  well,  which  can  be  seen  in  the  yard  of  the  Fort  Allen  House  at 
"Weissport. 

8  Adam  Deshler,  as  commissary,  and  Deshler  and  Balliet,  and  Levan 
and  Deshler,  were  paid  at  various  times  during  1756-68  sums  varying 
from  £47  lie.  2d.  to  £1364:  48.  id. 


Easton,  but  without  success.  The  council  was  ad- 
journed after  much  ineffective  talking  on  the  part  of 
the  government  ofBcials  and  the  chiefs  and  sachems 
of  the  Indian  tribes.  Another  meeting  was  held  in 
1757,  but  it  was  as  futile  as  the  first,  and  it  was  not 
until  Oct.  26,  1758,  that  a  generaV  treaty  of  peace  was 
entered  into.  And  this  was  ruthlessly  broken  by  the 
red  warriors,  by  the  perpetration  of  murders  in  Lehigh 
County  and  elsewhere  in  1763.* 
•  Captivity  of  the  Gilbert  Family  in  1780.— The 
hegira  of  the  inhabitants  following  the  Gnadenhiitten 
massacre  and  other  Indian  atrocities  left  the  trans- 
montane  region  a  desolate  solitude,  btit  as  years  passed 
on  in  comparative  tranquillity  the  few  who  had  been 
settled  in  what  is  now  Carbon  County  returned,  and 
were  reinforced  by  others,  who  opened  farms  in  the 
fertile  valleys.  Among  the  latter  class  was  Benjamin 
Gilbert,  who,  in  1775,  located  on  Mahoniug  Creek, 
and  built  a  mill  a  few  miles  from  where  Fort  Allen 
was  erected.  He  was  an  old  man,  married  to  his 
second  wife,  who  was  the  widow  of  Bryan  Peart,  and 
had  been,  like  himself,  a  resident  of  Byberry,  fifteen 
miles  from  Philadelphia.  Their  united  families  of 
children  made  a  large  household.^  In  this  same 
neighborhood  lived  the  Dodsons  and  a  number  of 
other  families. 

"  On  the  25th  of  April,  1780,  the  Gilberts  were  sur- 
prised by  a  party  of  eleven  Indians,  whose  appear- 
ance struck  them  with  terror ;  to  attempt  an  escape 
was  death"  (says  the  writer  of  an  elaborate  narrative 
of  this  incident  of  pioneer  times),*  "and  a  portion  of 
distress  not  easy  to  be  supported  the  certain  attend- 
ant on  the  most  potent  and  submissive  conduct.  The 
Indians  who  made  this  incursion  were  of  difierent 
tribes  or  nations,  who  had  abandoned  their  country 
on  the  approach  of  Gen.  Sullivan's  army  and  fled 
within  command  of  the  British  forts  in  Canada,  pro- 
miscuously settling  within  their  neighborhood,  and, 
according  to  Indian  customs  of  carrying  on  war,  fre- 
quently invading  the  frontier  settlements,  taking  cap- 
tive the  weak  and  defenseless. 

"The  names  of  these  Indians,  with  their  respective 
tribes,  are  as  follows : 

"Rowland  Monteur,  first  captain;  John  Monteur, 
second  in  command,  who  was  also  styled  captain, — 
these  two  were  Mohawks,  descended  of  a  French- 
woman ;  Samuel  Harras,  a  Cayuga  Indian ;  John 
Huston  and  his  son,  John  Huston,  Jr.,  Cayugas ; 
John  Fox,  of  the  Delaware  nation.  The  other  five 
were  Senecas. 

"  At  this  place  they  made  captives  of  the  following 
persons:  Benjamin  Gilbert,  aged  sixty-nine  years; 
Elizabeth,  his  wife,  fifty-three  years ;  Joseph  Gilbert, 


^  See  chapter  on  lildian  raid  in  the  Lehigh  County  department  of 
this  work. 

5  See  chapter  on  Mahoning  township. 

«  The  account  here  given  of  the  captivity  of  the  Gilbert  family  is 
taken  from  Hazard's  Register  of  May,  1829,  in  which  the  narrative 
written  a  few  years  after  the  occurrence,  was  republished. 
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his  son,  forty-one  years ;  Jesse  Gilbert,  another  son, 
aged  nineteen  years;  Sarah  Gilbert,  wife  to  Jesse, 
aged  nineteen  years  ;  Rebecca  Gilbert,  a  daughter, 
aged  sixteen  years ;  Abner  Gilbert,  a  sou,  aged  four- 
teen years ;  Elizabeth  Gilbert,  a  daughter,  aged  twelve 
years ;  Thomas  Peart,  son  to  Benjamin  Gilbert's  wife, 
aged  twenty-three  years ;  Benjamin  Gilbert,  a  son  of 
John  Gilbert,  of  Philadelphia,  aged  eleven  years ; 
Andrew  Harrigar,  of  German  descent,  hired  by  Ben- 
jamin Gilbert,  aged  twenty-six  years ;  Abigail  Dodson' 
{daughter  of  Samuel  Dodson,  who  lived  on  a  farm 
near  one  mile  distant  from  the  mill),  who  came  that 
morning  with  grist,  aged  fourteen  years.  They  then 
proceeded  to  Benjamin  Peart's  dwellinj;,  about  half  a 
mile  farther,  and  brought  himself  and  family,  viz. : 
Benjamin  Peart,  son  to  Benjamin  Gilbert's  wife,  aged 
twenty-seven  years;  Elizabeth  Peart,  his  wife,  aged 
twenty  years ;  their  child,  about  nine  months  old. 

"  The  prisoners  were  bound  with  cords,  which  the 
Indians  brought  with  them,  and  in  this  melancholy 
condition  left  under  a  guard  for  the  space  of  half  an 
hour,  during  which  time  the  rest  of  the  captors  em- 
ployed themselves  in  plundering  the  house  and  pack- 
ing up  such  goods  as  they  chose  to  carry  off,  until 
they  had  got  together  a  sufficient  loading  for  their 
horses,  which  they  took,  besides  compelling  the  dis- 
tressed prisoners  to  carry  part  of  their  plunder. 
When  they  had  finished  plundering,  they  began  their 
retreat,  two  of  their  number  being  detached  to  fire 
the  buildings,  which  they  did  without  any  exception 
of  those  belonging  to  the  unhapi:)y  sufferers,  thereby 
aggravating  their  distresses,  as  they  could  observe  the 
flames  and  the  falling  of  the  roofs  from  an  adjoining 
eminence  called  Summer  Hill.  They  cast  a  mourn- 
fiil  look  towards  their  dwellings,  but  were  not  per- 
mitted to  stop  until  they  had  reached  the  farther  side 
of  the  hill,  where  the  party  sat  down  to  make  a  short 
repast,  but  grief  prevented  the  prisoners  from  sharing 
with  them. 

"  The  Indians  speedily  put  forward  from  this  place, 
as  they  apprehended  they  were  not  so  far  removed 
from  settlements  as  to  be  secure  from  pursuit.  Not 
much  further  was  a  large  hill  called  Mochunk,'  which 
they  fixed  upon  for  a  place  of  rendezvous.  Here 
they  halted  near  an  liour,  and  prepared  shoes  and 
sandals,  which  they  called  mockasons,  for  some  of  the 
children.  Considering  tliemselves  in  some  degree  re- 
lieved from  danger,  tlxeir  fear  abated  so  that  they 
could  enjoy  their  meal  at  leisure,  which  they  ate  very 
heartily.  At  their  removal  from  this  hill  they  told 
the  prisoners  that  Col.  Butler  was  no  great  distance 
from  them,  in  the  woods,  and  that  they  were  going  to 
him. 

"  Near  the  foot  of  the  hill  flows  a  stream  of  water, 
called  Mochunk  Creek,  which  was  crossed,  and  the 
second  mountain  passed,  the  steep  and  difficult  as- 
cent of  which  appeared  very  great  to  the  much-en- 


1  Alauch  Chunk. 


feebled  and  affrighted  captives.  They  were  permitted 
to  rest  themselves  for  some  minutes,  and  then  pressed 
onward  to  the  broad  mountain,  at  the  foot  of  which 
runs  Nescaconnah^  Creek. 

"Doubly  distressed  by  a  recollection  of  past  hap- 
piness and  a  dread  of  the  miseries  they  had  now  to 
endure,  they  began  the  ascent  of  this  mountain  with 
great  anguish,  both  of  mind  and  body.  Benjamin 
Gilbert's  wife,  dispirited  with  the  increasing  difficul- 
ties, did  not  expect  she  was  able  to  pass  this  mountain 
on  foot,  but  being  threatened  with  death  by  the  In- 
dians if  she  did  not  perform  it,  with  many  a  heavy 
step  she  at  length  succeeded.  The  broad  mountain  is 
said  to  be  seven  miles  over  in  this  place,  and  about 
ten  miles  distant  from  Benjamin  Gilbert's  settlements. 
Here  they  halted  an  hour,  and  then  struck  into  the 
Neskapack •'  path,  the  unevenness  and  ruggedness  of 
which  rendered  it  exceedingly  toilsome,  and  obliged 
them  to  move  forward  slowly.  Quackac*  Creek  runs 
across  the  Neskapeck  path,  which  leads  over  Pismire 
hill.  At  this  last  place  they  stopped  to  refresh  them- 
selves, and  then  pursued  their  march  along  the  same 
path,  through  Moravian  Pine  Swamp,  to  Mahoninah 
Mountain,  where  they  lodged,  being  the  first  night  of 
their  captivity. 

"  It  may  furnish  information  to  some  to  mention  the 
method  the  Indians  generally  use  to  secure  their  pris- 
oners :  they  cut  down  a  sapling  as  large  as  a  man's 
thigh,  and  therein  cut  notches  in  which  they  fix  their 
legs,  and  over  this  they  place  a  pole,  crossing  the  pole 
on  each  side  with  stakes  drove  in  the  ground,  and  in  the 
crotchet  of  the  stakes  they  place  other  poles  or  riders, 
effectually  confining  the  prisoners  on  their  backs ;  be- 
sides which  they  put  a  strap  round  their  necks,  which 
they  fasten  to  a  tree ;  in  this  manner  the  night  passed. 
Their  beds  were  hemlock  branches  strewed  on  the 
ground,  and  blankets  for  a  covering  (which  was  an 
indulgence  scarcely  to  have  been  expected  from  sav- 
ages). It  may  reasonably  be  expected  that  in  this 
melancholy  situation  sleep  was  a  stranger  to  their 
eyelids. 

"  Benjamin  Peart  having  fainted  in  the  evening, 
occasioned  by  the  sufferings  he  endured,  was  threat- 
ened to  be  tomahawked  by  Rowland  Monteur. 

"26th.  Early  this  morning  they  continued  their 
route,  near  the  waters  of  Teropin  Ponds.  The  Indians 
thought  it  most  eligible  to  separate  the  prisoners  in 
companies  of  two  by  two,  each  company  under  the 
command  of  a  particular  Indian,  spreading  them  to  a 
considerable  distance,  in  order  to  render  a  pursuit  as 
impracticable  as  possible.  The  old  people,  overcome 
with  fatigue,  could  not  make  as  much  expedition  as 
their  severe  taskmasters  thought  proper,  but  failed  in 
their  journey,  and  were  therefore  threatened  with 
death  by  the  Indian  under  whose  direction  they  were 
placed  ;  thus  circumstanced,  they  resigned  themselves 
to  their  unhappy  lot  with  as  much  fortitude  as  possible. 


2  Keequehoniug. 


3  Neskopeck. 


^  Quakake. 
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Towards  evening  the  parties  again  met  and  encamped. 
Having  killed  a  deer,  they  kindled  a  fire,  each  one 
roasting  pieces  of  the  flesh  upon  sharpened  switches. 
The  confinement  of  the  captives  was  the  same  with  the 
first  night,  but,  as  they  were  by  this  time  more  re- 
signed to  the  event,  they  were  not  altogether  deprived 
of  sleep. 

"  ^Tth.  After  breakfast  a  council  was  held  concern- 
ing the  division  of  the  prisoners,  which  being  settled, 
they  delivered  each  other  those  prisoners  who  fell 
within  their  several  allotments,  giving  them  direc- 
tions to  attend  to  the  particular  Indians  whose  prop- 
erty they  became.  In  the  day's  journey  they  passed 
near  Fort  Wyoming,  on  the  eastern  branch  of  the  Sus- 
quehanna, about  forty  miles  from  their  late  habitation. 
The  Indians,  naturally  timid,  were  alarmed  as  they 
approached  this  garrison,  and  observed  great  caution, 
not  suffering  any  noise,  but  stepped  on  the  stones  that 
lay  in  the  path,  lest  any  footstep  should  lead  to  a  dis- 
covery. Not  far  from  thence  is  a  considerable  stream 
of  water,  emptying  itself  into  the  Susquehanna,  which 
they  crossed  with  great  difficulty,  it  being  deep  and 
rapid,  and  continued  here  this  night.  Benjamin 
Gilbert,  being  bound  fast  with  cords,  underwent  great 
sufferings. 

"  2%th.  This  morning  the  prisoners  were  all  painted 
according  to  the  custom  among  the  Indians,  some  of 
them  with  red  and  black,  some  all  red,  and  some  with 
black  only.  Those  whom  they  smut  with  black,  with- 
out any  other  color,  are  not  considered  of  any  value, 
and  are  by  this  mark  generally  devoted  to  death. 
Although  this  cruel  purpose  may  not  be  executed  im- 
mediately, they  are  seldom  preserved  to  reach  the 
Indian  hamlets  alive.  In  the  evening  they  came  to 
the  Susquehanna,  having  had  a  painful  and  wearisome 
journey  through  a  very  stony  and  hilly  path.  Here 
the  Indians  sought  diligently  for  a  private  lodging- 
place,  that  they  might  be  as  secure  as  possible  from 
any  scouting  parties  of  the  white  people.  It  is  un- 
necessary to  make  further  mention  of  their  manner 
of  lodging,  as  it  still  remained  the  same. 

"  29<A.  They  went  in  search  of  the  horses  which 
had  strayed  from  them  in  the  night,  and  after  some 
time  found  them.  They  then  kept  the  course  of  the 
river,  walking  along  itis  side  with  difficulty.  In  the 
afternoon  they  came  to  a  place  where  the  Indians  had 
directed  four  negroes  to  wait  their  return,  having  left 
them  some  corn  for  a  subsistence.  These  negroes  had 
escaped  from  confinement,  and  were  on  their  way  to 
Niagara  when  first  discovered  by  the  Indians.  Being 
challenged  by  them,  answered,  '  they  were  for  the 
king,'  upon  which  they  immediately  received  them 
into  protection. 

"SOth.  The  negroes  who  were  added  to  the  com- 
pany the  day  before  began  cruelly  to  domineer  and 
tyrannize  over  the  prisoners,  frequently  whipping 
them  for  their  spirit,  and  treating  them  with  more 
severity  than  even  the  Indians  themselves,  having 
had  their  hearts  hardened  by  the  meanness  of  their 


condition  and  long  subjection  to  slavery.  In  this 
day's  journey  they  passed  the  remains  of  the  Indian 
town,  Wyaloosing.  The  lands  around  these  ruins 
have  a  remarkable  appearance  of  fertility.  In  the 
evening  they  made  a  lodgment  by  the  side  of  a  large 
creek. 

"  5th  Month  \d.  After  crossing  a  considerable  hill 
in  the  morning,  they  came  to  a  place  where  two  In- 
dians lay  dead.  A  party  of  Indians  had  taken  some 
white  people,  whom  they  were  carrying  off  prisoners  ; 
they  rose  upon  the  Indians  in  the  night,  killed  four 
of  them,  and  then  effected  their  escape.  The  women 
were  sent  forwards,  and  the  men-prisoners  com- 
manded to  draw  near  and  view  the  two  dead  bodies 
which  remained  (the  other  two  being  removed) ;  they 
stayed  to  observe  them  a  considerable  time,  and  were 
then  ordered  to  a  place  where  a  tree  was  blown  down. 
Death  appeared  to  be  their  doom  ;  but  after  remain- 
ing in  a  state  of  sad  suspense  for  some  time,  they 
were  ordered  to  dig  a  grave ;  to  effect  which  they  cut 
a  sapling  with  their  tomahawks  and  sharpened  one 
end,  with  which  wooden  instrument  one  of  them 
broke  the  ground,  and  the  others  cast  the  earth  out 
with  their  hands,  the  negroes  being  permitted  to  beat 
them  severely  while  they  were  thus  employed.  After 
interring  the  bodies,  they  went  forward  to  the  rest, 
and  overtook  them  as  they  were  preparing  for  their 
lodging.  They  were  not  yet  released  from  their  sap- 
ling confinement. 

"  2d.  Having  some  of  their  provisions  with  them, 
they  made  an  early  meal,  and  traveled  the  whole  day. 
They  crossed  the  East  Branch  of  the  Susquehanna  to- 
wards evening  in  canoes,  at  the  place  where  Gen. 
Sullivan's  army  had  passed  it  in  their  expedition. 
Their  encampment  was  on  the  western  side  of  this 
branch  of  the  river;  but  two  Indians,  who  did  not 
cross  it,  sent  for  Benjamin  Gilbert,  Jr.,  and  Jesse 
Gilbert's  wife,  and  as  no  probable  cause  could  be  as- 
signed why  it  was  so,  the  design  was  considered  as  a 
very  dark  one,  and  was  a  grievous  affliction  to  the 
others. 

"  3rf.  The  morning,  however,  dispelled  their  fears, 
when  they  had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  them  again, 
and  understood  they  had  not  received  any  treatment 
harder  than  their  usual  fare.  The  horses  swam  the 
Susquehanna  by  the  side  of  the  canoe.  This  day  the 
Indians  in  their  march  found  a  scalp,  and  took  it 
along  with  them,  as  also  some  old  corn,  of  which  they 
made  a  supper.  They  frequently  killed  deer,  and  by 
that  means  supplied  the  company  with  meat,  being 
almost  the  only  provision  they  ate,  as  the  flour  they 
took  with  them  was  expended. 

ith.  The  path  they  traveled  this  morning  was  but 
little  trodden,  which  made  it  diflicult  for  those  who 
were  not  acquainted  with  the  woods  to  keep  in  it. 
They  crossed  a  creek,  made  up  a  large  fire  to  warm 
themselves  by,  and  then  separated  into  two  com- 
panies, the  one  taking  the  westward  path,  with  whom 
were  Thomas  Peart,  Joseph  Gilbert,  Benjamin  Gil- 
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bert,  Jr.,  and  Jesse  Gilbert's  wife,  Sarah;  the  others 
went  more  to  the  north,  over  rich  level  land.  When 
evening  came,  inquiry  was  made  concerning  the  four 
captives  who  were  taken  in  the  westward  path,  and 
they  were  told  that  '  these  were  killed  and  scalped, 
and  you  may  expect  the  same  fate  to-night.'  An- 
drew Harrigar  was  so  terrified  at  the  threat  that  he 
resolved  upon  leaving  them,  and  as  soon  as  it  was 
dark  took  a  kettle,  with  pretense  of  bringing  some 
water,  and  made  his  escape  under  favor  of  the  night. 
He  was  sought  after  by  the  Indians  as  soon  as  they 
observed  him  to  be  missing. 

"  5th.  In  the  morning  the  Indians  returned,  their 
search  for  Andrew  Harrigar  being,  happily  for  him, 
unsuccessful.' 

"  The  prisoners  who  remained  were  therefore  treated 
with  great  severity  on  account  of  his  escape,  and  were 
often  accused  of  being  privy  to  his  design.  Capt. 
Rowland  Monteur  carried  his  resentment  so  far  that 
he  threw  Jesse  Gilbert  down  and  lifted  his  tomahawk 
to  strike  him,  which  the  mother  prevented  by  putting 
her  head  on  his  forehead,  beseeching  him  to  spare 
her  son.  This  so  enraged  him  that  he  turned  round, 
kicked  her  over,  and  tied  them  both  by  their  necks  to 
a  tree,  where  they  remained  until  his  fury  was  a  little 
abated ;  he  then  loosed  them,  and  not  long  after  bid 
them  pack  up  and  go  forwards.  They  passed  through 
a  large  pine  swamp,  and  about  noon  reached  one  of 
the  Kittereen  towns,  which  was  desolated.  Not  far 
from  this  town,  on  the  summit  of  a  mountain,  there 
issues  a  large  spring,  forming  a  very  considerable  fall, 
and  runs  very  rapidly  in  an  irregular,  winding  stream 
down  the  mountain's  sides.  They  left  this  place  and 
took  up  their  lodging  in  a  deserted  wigwam  covered 
with  bark,  which  had  formerly  been  part  of  a  town  of 
the  Shipquagas. 

"  %th,  7th,  and  8th.  They  continued  these  three  days 
in  the  neighborhood  of  these  villages,  which  had  been 
deserted  upon  Gen.  Sullivan's  approach.  Here  they 
lived  well,  having,  in  addition  to  their  usual  bill-of- 
fare,  plenty  of  turnips  and  potatoes,  which  had  re- 
mained in  the  ground  unnoticed  by  the  army.  This 
place  was  the  hunting-ground  of  the  Shipquagas, 
and  whenever  their  industry  prompted  them  to  go  out 
hunting,  they  had  no  difficulty  to  procure  as  many 
deer  as  they  desired. 

"  Roast  and  boiled  meat,  with  vegetables,  afforded 
them  plentiful  meals.  They  also  caught  a  wild  tur- 
key and  some  fish  called  suckers.  Their  manner  of 
catching  fish  was  to  sharpen  a  stick,  and  watch  along 
the  rivers  until  a  fish  came  near  them,  when  they 
suddenly  pierced  him  with  the  stick  and  brought  him 
out  of  the  water. 

"Here  were  a  number  of  colts;  some  of  them  were 
taken,  and  the  prisoners  ordered  to  manage  them, 
which  was  not  easily  done. 


»  Andrew  Harrigar  ondurert  many  hardships  in  tlio  woods,  and  at 
length  returned  to  the  settlementH,  and  gave  the  first  authentic  intelli- 
gence of  Benjamin  Gilbert  and  his  family  to  their  friends. 


"  9th.  When  they  renewed  their  march  they  placed 
the  mother  upon  a  horse  that  seemed  dangerous  to 
ride,  but  she  was  preserved  from  any  injury.  In  this 
day's  journey  they  came  to  meadow  ground,  where 
they  stayed  the  night,  the  men  being  confined,  as  be- 
fore related,  and  the  negroes  lay  near  them  for  a 
guard. 

"  lOC/t.  A  wet  swamp  that  was  very  troublesome 
lay  in  their  road,  after  which  they  had  to  pass  a  rug- 
ged mountain,  where  there  was  no  path.  The  under- 
brush made  it  hard  labor  for  the  women  to  travel,  but 
no  excuse  would  avail  with  their  severe  masters,  and 
they  were  compelled  to  keep  up  with  the  Indians, 
however  great  the  fatigue.  When  they  had  passed  it 
they  tarried  awhile  for  the  negroes,  who  had  lagged 
behind,  having  suflncient  employ  to  attend  to  the 
colts  that  carried  the  plunder.  When  all  the  com- 
pany met  together  they  agreed  to  rendezvous  in  an 
adjoining  swamp. 

"  11th.  A  long  reach  of  savannas  and  low  ground 
rendered  this  day's  route  very  fatiguing  and  painful, 
especially  to  the  women.  Elizabeth  Peart's  husband 
not  being  allowed  to  relieve  her  by  carrying  the 
child,  her  spirits  and  strength  were  so  exhausted  that 
she  was  ready  to  faint.  The  Indian  under  whose  care 
she  was,  observing  her  distress,  gave  her  a  violent 
blow.  When  we  compare  the  temper  and  customs  of 
these  people  with  those  of  our  own  color,  how  much 
cause  have  we  to  be  thankful  for  the  superiority  we 
derive  from  the  blessings  of  civilization. 

"  It  might  be  truly  said  days  of  bitter  sorrow  and 
wearisome  nights  were  appointed  the  unhappy  cap- 
tives. 

"  12th.  Their  provisions  began  to  grow  scant,  hav- 
ing passed  the  hunting-grounds.  The  want  of  proper 
food  to  support  them,  which  render  them  more  capa- 
ble of  enduring  their  daily  fatigue,  was  a  heavy  trial, 
and  was  much  increased  by  their  confinement  at 
night.  Elizabeth  Gilbert  was  reduced  so  low  that 
she  traveled  in  great  pain  all  this  day,  riding  on 
horseback  in  the  morning,  but  towards  evening  she 
was  ordered  to  alight  and  walk  up  a  hill  they  had  to 
ascend.  The  pain  she  suflTered,  together  with  want 
of  food,  so  overcame  her  that  she  was  seized  with  a 
chill.  The  Indians  administered  some  flour  and  water 
boiled,  which  afforded  her  relief 

"  18fh.  Last  night's  medicine  being  repeated,  they 
continued  their  march,  and  after  a  long  walk  were  so 
effectually  wore  down  that  they  halted.  The  pilot, 
John  Huston,  the  elder,  took  Abner  Gilbert  with 
him  (as  they  could  make  more  expedition  than  the 
rest)  to  procure  a  supply  of  provisions  to  relieve  their 
necessity. 

"  nth.  The  mother  had  suff'ered  so  much  that  two 
of  her  children  were  obliged  to  lead  her.  Before  noon 
they  came  to  Canadasago,  where  .they  met  with  Ben- 
jamin Gilbert,  Jr.,  and  Jesse  Gilbert's  wife,  Sarah, 
two  of  the  four  who  had  been  separated  from  them 
ten  days  past,  and  taken  along  the  western  path.  This 
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meeting  afforded  them  great  satisfaction,  the  doubt 
and  uncertainty  of  their  lives  being  spared  often  dis- 
tressing their  affectionate  relations. 

"John  Huston,  Jr.,  the  Indian,  under  whose  care 
Benjamin  Gilbert  was  placed,  designing  to  dispatch 
him,  painted  him  black;  this  exceedingly  terrified 
the  family,  but  no  entreaties  of  theirs  being  likely  to 
prevail,  they  resigned  their  cause  to  Him  whose  power 
can  control  all  events.  Wearied  with  their  weakness 
and  traveling  they  made  a  stop  to  recover  themselves, 
when  the  pilot,  returning,  assured  them  they  should 
soon  receive  some  provisions.  The  negroes  were  re- 
duced so  low  with  hunger  that  their  behavior  was  dif- 
ferent from  what  it  had  been,  conducted  with  more 
moderation.  At  their  quarters,  in  the  evening,  two 
white  men  came  to  them,  one  of  which  was  a  volun- 
teer among  the  British,  the  other  had  been  taken 
prisoner  some  time  before;  these  two  men  brought 
some  hominy,  and  sugar  made  from  the  sweet  maple, 
the  sap  being  boiled  to  a  consistency,  and  is  but  little 
inferior  to  the  sugar  imported  from  the  islands.  Of 
this  provision,  and  an  hedge-hog  which  they  found, 
they  made  a  more  comfortable  supper  than  they  had 
enjoyed  for  many  days. 

"  liith.  In  the  morning  the  volunteer  having  re- 
ceived information  of  the  rough  treatment  the  prison- 
ers met  with  from  the  negroes,  relieved  them  by 
taking  the  four  blacks  under  his  care.  It  was  not 
without  much  difficulty  they  crossed  a  large  creek 
which  was  in  their  way,  being  obliged  to  swim  their 
horses  over  it.  Benjamin  Gilbert  began  to  fail ;  the 
Indian  whose  property  he  was,  highly  irritated  at  his 
want  of  strength,  put  a  rope  about  his  neck,  leading 
him  along  with  it ;  fatigue  at  last  so  overcame  him 
that  he  fell  on  the  ground,  when  the  Indian  pulled 
the  rope  so  hard  that  he  almost  choked  him.  His 
wife,  seeing  this,  resolutely  interceded  for  him,  al- 
though the  Indians  bid  her  go  forwards,  as  the  others 
had  gone  on  before  them  ;  this  she  refused  to  comply 
with  unless  her  husband  might  be  permitted  to  ac- 
company her  They  replied  'that  they  were  deter- 
mined to  kill  the  old  man,'  having  before  this  set  him 
apart  as  a  victim.  But  at  length  her  entreaties  pre- 
vailed, and  their  hearts  were  turned  from  their  cruel 
purpose.  Had  not  an  overruling  Providence  preserved 
him  from  their  fury,  he  would  inevitably  have  per- 
ished, as  the  Indians  seldom  show  mercy  to  those 
whom  they  devote  to  death,  which,  as  has  been  before 
observed,  was  the  case  with  Benjamin  Gilbert,  whom 
they  had  smeared  with  black  paint  from  this  motive. 
When  their  anger  was  a  little  moderated,  they  set 
forwards  to  overtake  the  rest  of  the  company.  Their 
relations,  who  had  been  eye-witnesses  of  the  former 
part  of  this  scene  of  cruelty,  and  expected  they 
would  both  have  been  murdered,  rejoiced  greatly  at 
their  return,  considering  their  safety  as  a  providential 
deliverance. 

"  ISth.  Necessity  induced  two  of  the  Indians  to  set 
off  on  horseback  into  the  Seneca  country  in  search  of 


provisions.  The  prisoners,  in  the  mean  time,  were 
ordered  to  dig  up  a  root,  something  resembling  pota- 
toes, which  the  Indians  called  '  whoppanies.'  They 
tarried  at  this  place  until  towards  the  evening  of  the 
succeeding  day,  and  made  a  soup  of  wild  onions 
and  turnip  tops;  this  they  ate  without  bread  or  salt; 
it  could  not  therefore  afford  sufficient  sustenance, 
either  for  young  or  old  ;  their  food  being  so  very  light 
their  strength  daily  wasted. 

"  nth.  They  left  this  place  and  crossed  the  Genesee 
River  (.which  empties  its  waters  into  Lake  Ontario) 
on  a  raft  of  logs,  bound  together  by  hickory  withes. 
This  appeared  to  be  a  dangerous  method  of  ferrying 
them  over  such  a  river  to  those  who  had  been  unac- 
customed to  such  conveyances.  They  fixed  their 
station  near  the  Genesee  banks,  and  procured  more 
of  the  wild-potato  roots,  before  mentioned,  for  their 
supper. 

"  18th.  One  of  the  Indians  left  the  company,  taking 
with  him  the  finest  horse  they  had,  and  in  some  hours 
after  returned  with  a  large  piece  of  meat,  ordering 
the  captives  to  boil  it;  this  command  they  cheerfully 
performed,  anxiously  watching  the  kettle,  fresh  meat 
being  a  rarity  which  they  had  not  eaten  for  a  long 
time.  The  Indians,  when  it  was  sufficiently  boiled, 
distributed  to  each  one  a  piece,  eating  sparingly 
themselves.  The  prisoners  made  their  repast  without 
bread  or  salt,  and  ate  with  a  good  relish  what  they 
supposed  to  be  fresh  beef,  but  afterwards  understood 
it  was  horse-flesh. 

"  A  shrill  halloo  which  they  heard  gave  the  prison- 
ers some  uneasiness;  one  of  the  Indians  immediately 
rode  to  examine  the  cause,  and  found  it  was  Capt. 
Rowland  Monteur  and  his  brother  John's  wife,  with 
some  other  Indians,  who  were  seeking  them  with 
provisions.  The  remainder  of  the  company  soon 
reached  them,  and  they  divided  some  bread  which 
they  had  brought  into  small  pieces,  according  to  the 
number  of  the  company. 

"  Here  is  a  large  extent  of  rich  farming  land,  re- 
markable for  its  levelness  and  beautiful  meadows. 
The  country  is  so  flat  that  there  are  no  falls  in  the 
rivers,  and  the  waters  run  slow  and  deep,  and  when- 
ever showers  descend  they  continue  a  long  time 
muddied. 

"  The  captain  and  his  company  had  brought  with 
them  cakes  of  hominy  and  Indian  corn.  Of  tjiis 
they  made  a  good  meal.  He  appeared  to  be»pleased 
to  see  the  prisoners,  having  been  absent  from  them 
several  days,  and  ordered  them  all  round  to  shake 
hands  with  him.  From  him  they  received  informa- 
tion respecting  Joseph  Gilbert  and  Thomas  Peart, 
who  were  separated  from  the  others  on  the  4th  inst., 
that  they  had  arrived  at  the  Indian  settlements  some 
time  before  in  safety. 

"  The  company  stayed  the  night  at  this  place.  One 
of  the  Indians  refused  to  suffer  any  of  them  to  come 
near  the  fire,  or  converse  with  the  prisoner  who,  in 
the  distribution,  had  fallen  to  him. 
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"  19t/i.  Pounding  hominy  was  this  day's  employ- 
ment. The  weather  being  warm  made  it  a  hard  task. 
They  boiled  it  and  prepared  it  for  supper,  the  Indians 
sitting  down  to  eat  first ;  and  when  they  had  con- 
cluded their  meal,  they  wiped  the  spoon  on  the  sole 
of  their  mockason  and  then  gave  it  to  the  captives. 
Hunger  alone  could  prevail  on  any  one  to  eat  after 
such  filth  and  nastiness. 

"  20th.  Elizabeth  Gilbert,  the  mother,  being  obliged 
to  ride  alone,  missed  the  path,  for  which  the  Indians 
repeatedly  struck  her.  Their  route  still  continued 
through  rich  meadows.  After  wandering  for  a  time 
out  of  the  direct  path  they  came  to  an  Indian  town, 
and  obtained  the  necessary  information  to  pursue 
their  journey.  The  Indians  ran  out  of  their  huts 
to  see  the  prisoners,  and  to  partake  of  the  plunder, 
but  no  part,  of  it  suited  them.  Being  directed  to 
travel  the  path  back  again  for  a  short  distance,  they 
did  so,  and  then  struck  into  another  and  went  on 
until  night,  by  which  time  they  were  very  hungry, 
not  having  eaten  since  morning ;  the  kettle  was  again 
put  on  the  fire  for  boiling  hominy,  this  being  their 
only  food. 

"  21si.  The  report  of  a  morning  gun  from  Niagara, 
which  they  heard,  contributed  to  raise  their  hopes. 
They  rejoiced  at  being  so  near.  An  Indian  was  dis- 
patched on  horseback  to  procure  provisions  from  the 
fort. 

"  Elizabeth  Gilbert  could  not  walk  as  fast  as  the 
rest.  She  was,  therefore,  sent  forwards  on  foot,  but 
was  soon  overtaken  and  left  behind,  the  rest  being 
obliged  by  the  Indians  to  go  on  without  regarding 
her.  She  would  have  been  greatly  perplexed  when 
she  came  to  a  division  path  had  not  her  husband  lain 
a  branch  across  the  path  which  would  have  led  her 
wrong,  an  affecting  instance  both  of  ingenuity  and 
tenderness.  She  met  several  Indians,  who  passed  by 
without  speaking  to  her. 

"  An  Indian  belonging  to  the  company,  who  was  on 
the  horse  Elizabeth  had  rode,  overtook  her,  and,  as  he 
went  on  slowly,  conversing  with  her,  endeavored  to 
alarm  her  by  saying  that  she  would  be  left  behind 
and  perish  in  the  woods.  Yet,  notwithstanding  this, 
his  heart  was  so  softened  before  he  had  gone  any 
great  distance  from  her,  that  he  alighted  from  the 
horse  and  left  him  that  she  might  be  able  to  reach 
the  rest  of  the  company.  The  more  seriously  she 
co'nsidered  this  the  more  it  appeared  to  her  to  be  a 
convincing  instance  of  the  overruling  protection  of 
Hiju  who  can  '  turn  the  heart  of  a  man  as  the  hus- 
bandman turneth  the  water-course  in  his  field.' 

"  22(1.  As  the  Indians  approached  nearer  their  hab- 
itations they  frequently  repeated  their  halloos,  and 
after  some  time  they  received  an  answer  in  the  same 
manner,  which  alarmed  the  company  much;  but  they 
soon  discovered  it  to  proceed  from  a  party  of  whites 
and  Indians  who  were  on  some  expedition,  though 
their  pretence  was  that  they  were  for  New  York. 
Not  long  after  parting  with  these  the  captain's  wife 


came  to  them.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Siangorochti, 
king  of  the  Senecas,  but  her  mother  being  a  Cayuga, 
she  was  ranked  among  that  nation,  the  children  gen- 
erally reckoning  their  descent  from  the  mother's  side. 
This  princess  was  attended  by  the  captain's  brother 
John,  one  other  Indian,  and  a  white  prisoner  who 
had  been  taken  at  Wyoming  by  Eowland  Monteur. 
She  was  dressed  altogether  in  the  Indian  manner, 
shining  with  gold  lace  and  silver  baubles.  They 
brought  with  them  from  the  fort  a  supply  of  pro- 
visions. The  captain  being  at  a  distance  behind 
when  his  wife  came,  the  company  waited  for  him. 
After  the  customary  salutations  he  addressed  himself 
to  his  wife,  telling  her  that  Rebecca  was  her  daughter, 
and  that  she  must  not  be  induced  by  any  considera- 
tion to  part  with  her,  whereupon  she  took  a  silver 
ring  off  her  finger  and  put  it  upon  Rebecca,  by  which 
she  was  adopted  as  her  daughter. 

"  They  feasted  upon  the  provisions  that  were 
brought,  for  they  had  been  several  days  before 
pinched  with  hunger,  what  sustenance  they  could 
procure  not  being  sufficient  to  support  nature. 

"  23rf.  Their  spirits  were  in  some  degree  revived  by 
the  enjoyment  of  plenty,  added  to  the  pleasing  hope 
of  some  favorable  event  procuring  their  releasement, 
as  they  were  not  far  distant  from  Niagara. 

"  The  Indians  proceeded  on  their  journey  and  con- 
tinued whooping  in  the  most  frightful  manner.  In 
this  day's  route  they  met  another  company  of  In- 
dians, who  compelled  Benjamin  Gilbert,  the  elder,  to 
sit  on  the  ground,  and  put  several  questions  to  him, 
to  which  he  gave  them  the  best  answers  he  could ; 
they  then  took  his  hat  from  him  and  went  off. 

"  Going  through  a  small  town  near  Niagara,  an  In- 
dian woman  came  out  of  one  of  the  huts  and  struck 
each  of  the  captives  a  blow.     Not  long  after  their  de- 
parture from   this  place,  Jesse,  Rebecca,  and  their 
mother  were  detained  until  the  others  had  got  out  of 
their  sight,  when  the  mother  was  ordered  to  push  on, 
and  as  she  had  to  go  by  herself  she  Avas  much  per- 
plexed what  course  to  take,  as  there  was  no  path  by 
which  she  could  be  directed.     In  this  dilemma  she 
concluded  to  keep  as  straight  forward  as  possible, 
I  and  after  some  space  of  time  she  had  the  satisfaction 
of  overtaking  the  others.      The  pilot  then  made  a 
'  short  stay,  that  those  who  were  behind  might  come 
:  up,  and  the  captain  handed  some  rum  around,  giving 
I  each  a  dram,  except  the  two  old  folks,  whom  they  did 
not  consider  worthy  of  this  notice.     Here  the  cap- 
tain, who  had  the  chief  direction,   painted   Abner, 
j  Jesse,  Rebecca,  and  Elizabeth  Gilbert,  Jr.,  and  pre- 
I  sented  each  with  a  belt  of  wampum,  as  a  token  of 
!  their  being  received  into  favor,  although  they  took 
from  them  all  their  hals  and   bonnets,  except  Re- 
becca's. 

"  The  prisoners  were  released  from  the  heavy  loads 
1  they  had  heretofore  been  compelled  to  carry,  and  was 
j  it  not  for  the  treatment  they  expected  on  their  ap- 
proaching the  Indian  towns   and   the  hardships   of 
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separation,  their  situation  would  have  been  tolerable; 
but  the  horror  of  their  minds  arising  from  the  dreadful 
yells  of  the  Indians  as  they  approached  the  hamlets 
is  easier  conceived  than  described,  for  they  were  no 
strangers  to  the  customary  cruelty  exercised  upon 
captives  on  entering  their  towns.  The  Indians,  men, 
women,  and  children,  collect  together,  bringing  clubs 
and  stones  in  order  to  beat  them,  which  they  usually 
do  with  great  severity  by  way  of  revenge  for  their  re- 
lations who  have  been  slain ;  this  is  performed  imme- 
diately upon  their  entering  the  village  where  the 
warriors  reside.  This  treatment  cannot  be  avoided, 
and  the  blows,  however  cruel,  must  be  borne  without 
complaint,  and  the  prisoners  are  sorely  beaten  until 
their  enemies  are  wearied  with  the  cruel  sport.  Their 
sufierings  were  in  this  case  very  great;  they  received 
several  wounds,  and  two  of  the  women  who  were  on 
horseback  were  much  bruised  by  falling  from  their 
horses  which  were  frightened  by  the  Indians.  Eliza- 
beth, the  mother,  took  shelter  by  the  side  of  one  of 
them,  but  upon  his  observing  that  she  met  with  some 
favor  upon  his  account  he  sent  her  away ;  she  then 
received  several  violent  blows,  so  that  she  was  almost 
disabled.  The  blood  trickled  from  their  heads  in  a 
stream,  their  hair  being  cropped  close,  and  the  clothes 
they  had  on  in  rags,  which  made  their  situation  truly 
piteous.  Whilst  they  were  inflicting  this  revenge 
upon  the  captives  the  king  came  and  put  a  stop  to 
any  further  cruelty  by  telling  them  '  it  was  sufficient,' 
which  they  immediately  attended  to.  Benjamin 
Gilbert  and  Elizabeth,  his  wife,  Jesse  Gilbert  and  his 
wife  were  ordered  to  Capt.  Rowland  Monteur's  house ; 
the  women  belonging  to  it  were  kind  to  them  and 
gave  them  something  to  eat.  Sarah  Gilbert,  Jesse's 
wife,  was  taken  from  them  by  three  women  in  order 
to  be  placed  in  the  family  she  was  to  be  adopted  by. 

"  Two  officers  from  Niagara  Fort,  Capts.  Dace  and 
Powel,  came  to  see  the  prisoners  and  prevent  (so  they 
were  informed)  any  abuse  that  might  be  given  them. 
Benjamin  Gilbert  informed  those  officers  that  he  was 
apprehensive  that  they  were  in  great  danger  of  being 
murdered,  upon  which  they  promised  him  they  would 
send  a  boat  the  next  day  to  bring  them  to  Niagara. 

"  24i/i.  Notwithstanding  the  kind  intention  of  the 
officers,  they  did  not  derive  the  expected  advantage 
from  it,  for  the  Indians  insisted  on  their  going  to  the 
fort  on  foot,  although  the  bruises  they  had  received 
the  day  before  from  the  many  severe  blows  given 
them  rendered  their  journey  on  foot  very  distress- 
ing, but,  Capt.  Monteur  obstinately  persisting,  they 
dared  not  long  remonstrate  or  refuse. 

"  When  they  left  the  Indian  town  several  issued 
from  their  huts  after  them,  with  sticks  in  their  hands, 
yelling  and  screeching  in  the  most  dismal  manner ; 
but  through  the  interposition  of  four  Indian  women, 
who  had  come  with  the  captives,  to  prevent  any 
further  abuse  they  might  receive,  they  were  pre- 
served; one  of  them,  walking  between  Benjamin  Gil- 
bert and  his  wife,  led  them,  and  desired  Jesse  to  keep 


as  near  them  as  he  could ;  the  other  three  walked  be- 
hind, and  prevailed  with  the  young  Indians  to  desist. 
They  had  not  pursued  their  route  long  before  they 
saw  Capt.  John  Powell,  who  came  from  hia  boat,  and 
persuaded  (though  with  some  difficulty)  the  Indians 
to  get  into  it  with  the  captives,  which  relieved  them 
from  the  apprehensions  of  further  danger.  After 
reaching  the  fort,  Capt.  Powell  introduced  them  to 
Col.  Guy  Johnson  and  Col.  Butler,  who  asked  the 
prisoners  many  questions  in  the  presence  of  the  In- 
dians. They  presented  the  captain  with  a  belt  of 
wampum,  which  is  a  constant  practice  among  them 
when  they  intend  a  ratification  of  the  peace.  Before 
their  connection  with  Europeans  these  belts  were 
made  of  shells  found  on  the  coasts  of  New  England 
and  Virginia,  which  were  sawed  out  into  beads  of  an 
oblong  shape,  about  a  quarter  of  an  inch  long,  which 
were  strung  together  on  leathern  strings,  and  these 
strings,  fastened  with  fine  threads  made  of  sinews, 
composed  what  is  called  a  belt  of  wampum;  but 
since  the  whites  have  gained  footing  among  them, 
they  make  use  of  the  common  glass  beads  for  this 
purpose. 

"  The  Indians,  according  to  their  usual  custom  and 
ceremony,  at  three  separate  times  ordered  the  prison- 
era  to  shake  hands  with  Col.  Johnson. 

"  25i/».  Benjamin  Gilbert,  Elizabeth,  his  wife,  and 
Jesse  Gilbert  were  surrendered  to  Col.  Johnson.  This 
deliverance  from  such  scenes  of  distress,  as  they  had 
become  acquainted  with,  gave  them  a  more  free  op- 
portunity of  close  reflection  than  heretofore. 

"  The  many  sorrowful  days  and  nights  they  had 
passed,  the  painful  anxiety  attendant  on  their  fre- 
quent separation  from  each  other,  and  the  uncer- 
tainty of  the  fate  of  the  rest  of  their  family,  over- 
whelmed them  with  grief. 

"  26th.  Expression  is  too  weak  to  describe  their  dis- 
tress on  leaving  their  children  with  these  hard  mas- 
ters ;  they  were  not  unacquainted  with  many  of  the 
difficulties  to  which  they  would  necessarily  be  exposed 
in  a  residence  among  Indians,  and  the  loss  which 
the  young  people  would  sustain  for  want  of  a  civilized 
and  Christian  education. 

"  21f/i.  In  this  desponding  situation  the  kindness  of 
sympathy  was  awakened  in  one  of  the  Indian  women, 
who  even  forgot  her  prejudices,  and  wiped  away  the 
tears  which  trickled  down  Elizabeth  Gilbert's  cheeks. 

"The  particular  attention  of  Col.  Johnson's  house- 
keeper to  them,  from  a  commiseration  of  their  dis- 
tress claims  their  remembrance.  Benjamin,  his  wife, 
and  Jesse  Gilbert  were  invited  to  her  house,  where 
she  not  only  gave  the  old  folks  her  best  room,  but  ad- 
ministered to  their  necessities,  and  endeavored  to 
soothe  their  sorrows. 

"  Jesse  Gilbert  was  favored  to  get  employ,  which, 
as  it  was  some  alleviation  of  his  miafortunea,  may  be 
considered  as  a  providential  kindness. 

"  28ih.  A  few  days  after  they  came  to  the  fort  they 
had  information  that  Benjamin  Peart  was  by  the  river 
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side  with  the  Indians.  Upon  hearing  this  report  his 
mother  went  to  see  him,  but  every  attempt  for  his  re- 
lease was  in  vain,  the  Indians  would  by  no  means  give 
him  up.  From  this  place  they  intended  to  march 
with  their  prisoners  to  the  Genesee  River,  about  a 
hundred  miles  distant.  As  tlie  affectionate  mother's 
solicitations  proved  fruitless,  her  son  not  only  felt  the 
afflicting  loss  of  his  wife  and  child,  from  whom  he  had 
been  torn  some  time  before,  but  a  renewal  of  his  grief 
on  this  short  sight  of  his  parent.  She  procured  him  a 
hat,  and  also  some  salt,  which  was  an  acceptable 
burden  for  the  journey. 

"  Benjamin  Gilbert,  conversing  with  the  Indian 
captain  who  made  them  captives,  observed  that  he 
might  say  what  none  of  the  other  Indians  could, '  that 
he  had  brought  in  the  oldest  man  and  the  youngest 
child.'  His  reply  to  this  was  expre.ssive,  '  It  was  not 
I,  but  the  great  God  who  brought  you  through,  for 
we  were  determined  to  kill  you,  but  were  prevented.' 

"The  British  officers  being  acquainted  that  Jesse 
Gilbert's  wife  was  among  the  Indians,  with  great  ten- 
derness agreed  to  seek  her  out,  and  after  a  diligent 
inquiry  found  that  she  was  among  the  Delawares,  and 
went  to  them  and  endeavored  to  agree  upon  terms  for 
her  releasement.  The  Indians  brought  her  to  the  fort 
the  next  day,  but  would  not  give  her  up  to  her  rela- 
tions. 

"  29<A.  As  the  cabins  of  the  Indians  were  but  two 
miles  from  the  fort,  they  went  thither,  and  Jesse  and 
the  officers  used  every  argument  in  their  power  to 
prevail  upon  them,  representing  how  hard  it  was  to 
part  these  two  young  people.  At  length  they  con- 
sented to  bring  her  in  next  day,  with  their  whole 
tribe,  for  a  final  release. 

"  SOth.  They  accordingly  came,  but  started  so  many 
objections  that  she  was  obliged  to  return  with  them. 

"  But  Early  next  morning  Capt.  Robeson  gener- 
ously undertook  to  procure  her  liberty,  which,  after 
much  attention  and  solicitude,  he,  together  with 
Lieut.  Hillyard,  happily  accomplished.  They  made 
the  Indians  several  small  presents,  and  gave  them 
thirty  pounds  as  a  ransom. 

"When  Sarah  Gilbert  had  obtained  her  liberty  she 
altered  her  dress  more  in  character  for  her  sex  than 
she  had  been  able  to  do  while  among  the  Indians, 
and  went  to  her  husband  and  parents  at  Col.  John- 
son's, where  she  was  joyfully  received. 

"Col.  Johnson's  housekeeper  continued  her  kind 
attention's  to  them  during  their  stay  here,  and  pro- 
cured clothing  for  them  from  the  king's  stores. 

"  Gth  Moiilh  l.s/".  About  this  time  the  Senecas, 
among  whom  Elizabeth  Peart  was  captive,  brought 
her  with  them  to  the  fort.  As  soon  as  the  mother 
heard  of  it  she  went  to  her  and  had  some  conversa- 
tion with  her,  but  could  not  learn  where  she  was  to 
be  sent  to.  She  then  inquired  of  the  interpreter  and 
pressed  on  his  friendship  to  learn  what  was  to  become 
of  her  daughter.  This  request  he  complied  with,  and 
informed  her  that  she  was  to  be  given  away  to  another 


family  of  the  Senecas,  and  adopted  among  them  in 
the  place  of  a  deceased  relation.  Capt.  Powell  inter- 
ested himself  in  her  case  likewise  and  offered  to  pur- 
chase her  of  them,  but  the  Indians  refused  to  give  her 
up,  and  as  the  mother  and  daughter  expected  they 
should  see  each  other  no  more,  their  parting  was  very 
affecting. 

"The  Indian  woman  who  had  adopted  Rebecca  as 
her  daughter  also  came  to  the  fort,  and  Elizabeth 
Gilbert  made  use  of  this  opportunity  to  inquire  con- 
cerning her  daughter.  The  interpreter  informed  her 
there  was  no  probability  of  obtaining  the  release- 
ment  of  her  child,  as  the  Indians  would  not  part  with 
her.  All  she  could  do  was  to  recommend  her  to  their 
notice  as  very  weakly,  and  in  consequence  not  able  to 
endure  much  fatigue. 

"  2?!^  and  Srd.  Not  many  days  after  their  arrival  at 
Niagara  a  vessel  came  up  Lake  Ontario  to  the  fort 
with  orders  for  the  prisoners  to  go  to  Montreal.  In 
this  vessel  came  one  Capt.  Brant,  an  Indian  chief, 
high  in  rank  among  them.  Elizabeth  Gilbert  im- 
mediately applied  herself  to  solicit  and  interest  him 
on  behalf  of  her  children  who  yet  remained  in  cap- 
tivity. He  readily  promised  her  to  use  his  endeavors 
to  procure  their  liberty.  A  short  time  before  they 
sailed  for  Montreal  they  received  accounts  of  Abner 
and  Elizabeth  Gilbert,  the  younger,  but  it  was  also 
understood  that  their  possessors  were  not  disposed  to 
give  them  up.  As  the  prospect  of  obtaining  the  re- 
lease of  their  children  was  so  very  discouraging,  it 
was  no  alleviation  to  their  distress  to  be  removed  to 
Montreal,  where,  in  all  probability,  they  would  sel- 
dom be  able  to  gain  any  information  respecting  them, 
on  which  account  they  were  verj'  solicitous  to  stay  at 
Niagara ;  but  the  colonel  said  they  could  not  remain 
there,  unless  the  son  would  enter  into  the  king's  ser- 
vice. This  could  not  be  consented  to,  therefore  they 
chose  to  submit  to  every  calamity  which  might  be 
permitted  to  befall  them,  and  confide  in  the  great 
Controller  of  events. 

"  Here  they  became  acquainted  with  one  Jesse  Paw- 
ling, from  Pennsylvania,  who  was  an  officer  among 
the  British,  and  behaved  with  kindness  and  respect 
to  the  prisoners,  which  induced  them  to  request  his 
attention  also  to  that  part  of  the  family  remaining  in 
captivity  ;  it  appeared  to  them  of  some  consequence 
to  gain  an  additional  friend.  The  colonel  also  gave 
his  promise  to  exert  himself  on  their  behalf 

"  After  continuing  ten  days  at  Col.  Johnson's  they 
took  boat  in  the  forenoon  of  the  2d,  being  the  Sixth 
day  in  the  week,  and  crossed  the  river  Niagara  in 
order  to  go  on  board  the  vessel  (which  lay  in  Lake 
Ontario)  for  Montreal.  The  officer  procured  necessa- 
ries for  their  voyage  in  great  plenty,  and  they  were 
also  furnished  with  orders  to  draw  more  at  certain 
places  as  they  might  have  occasion.  These  civilities 
may  appear  to  many  to  be  too  trivial  to  be  mentioned 
in  this  narrative,  but  those  who  have  been  in  equal 
distress  will  not  be  insensible  of  their  value. 
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"  4th.  The  vessel  sailed  down  the  lake  on  the  Sixth 
day  of  the  week,  and  on  first  day  following,  being  the 
Fourth  day  of  the  Sixth  month,  1780,  came  to  Charlton 
Island,  where  there  were  such  a  number  of  small  boats 
which  brought  provisions  that  it  had  the  appearance 
of  a  fleet.  Benjamin  and  Jesse  Gilbert  went  on  shore 
to  obtain  leave  from  the  commanding  oflicer  to  go  to 
Montreal  in  the  small  boats,  as  the  vessel  they  came 
in  could  proceed  no  farther.  They  met  with  a  kind 
reception,  and  their  request  was  granted. 

"  5th.  On  the  second  day  following  they  left  Charlton 
Island,  which  lies  at  the  mouth  of  Lake  Ontario,  and 
took  their  passage  in  open  boats  down  the  river  St. 
Lawrence,  and  passed  a  number  of  small  islands. 
There  is  a  rapid  descent  in  the  waters  of  this  river, 
which  appears  dangerous  to  those  unacquainted  with 
these  kind  of  falls.  The  Frenchman  who  rowed  the 
boats  kept  them  near  the  shore,  and  passed  without 
much  difficulty  between  the  rocks. 

"  6th,  7th,  and  8ih.  Benjamin  Gilbert  had  been 
much  indisposed  before  they  left  the  fort,  and  his  dis- 
order was  increased  by  a  rain  which  fell  on  their  pas- 
sage, as  they  were  without  any  covering.  They  passed 
Oswagatchy,  an  English  garrison,  by  the  side  of  the 
river,  but  they  were  not  permitted  to  stop  here ;  they 
proceeded  down  the  St.  Lawrence,  and,  the  rain  con- 
tinuing, went  on  shore  on  an  island  in  order  to  secure 
themselves  from  the  weather.  Here  they  made  a 
shelter  for  Benjamin  Gilbert,  and,  when  the  rain 
ceased,  a  place  was  prepared  for  him  in  the  boat  that 
he  might  lie  down  with  more  ease.  His  bodily  weak- 
ness made  such  rapid  progress  that  it  rendered  all  the 
care  and  attention  of  his  wife  necessary,  and  likewise 
called  forth  all  her  fortitude;  she  supported  him  in 
her  arms,  affording  every  possible  relief  to  mitigate 
his  extreme  pains.  And  although  in  this  distressed 
condition,  he,  notwithstanding,  gave  a  satisfactory 
evidence  of  the  virtue  and  power  of  a  patient  and 
holy  resignation,  which  can  disarm  the  King  of  Ter- 
rors, and  receive  him  as  a  welcome  messenger.  Thus 
prepared,  he  passed  from  this  state  of  probation  the 
eighth  day  of  the  Sixth  month,  1780,  in  the  evening, 
leaving  his  wife  and  two  children,  who  were  with  him, 
in  all  the  anxiety  of  deep  distress,  although  they  had 
no  doubt  but  that  their  loss  was  his  everlasting  gain. 
Being  without  a  light  in  the  boat,  the  darkness  of  the 
night  added  not  a  little  to  their  melancholy  situation. 
As  there  were  not  any  others  with  Elizabeth  Gilbert 
but  her  children,  and  the  four  Frenchmen,  who  man- 
aged the  boat,  and  her  apprehensions  alarmed  her 
lest  they  should  throw  the  corpse  overboard,  as  they 
appeared  to  be  an  unfeeling  company,  she  therefore 
applied  to  some  British  ofiicers  who  were  in  a  boat 
behind  them,  who  dispelled  her  fears,  and  received 
her  under  their  protection. 

"  9th.  In  the  morning  they  passed  the  garrison  of 
Cceur  de  Lac,  and  waited  for  some  considerable  time 
some  distance  below.  Squire  Campbell,  who  had  the 
charge  of  the  prisoners,  when  he  heard  of  Benjamin 


Gilbert's  decease,  sent  Jesse  to  the  commander  of  this 
garrison  to  get  a  coffin,  in  which  they  put  the  corpse, 
and  very  hastily  interred  him  under  an  oak  not  far 
from  the  fort.  The  boatmen  would  not  allow  his 
widow  to  pay  the  last  tribute  to  his  memory,  but  re- 
gardless of  her  affliction,  refused  to  wait;  her  distress 
on  this  occasion  was  great  indeed,  but  being  sensible 
that  it  was  her  duty  to  submit  to  the  dispensations  of 
an  over-ruling  Providence,  which  are  all  ordered  in 
wisdom,  she  endeavored  to  support  herself  under  her 
afflictions,  and  proceeded  with  the  boatmen. 

"  Near  this  place  they  passed  by  a  grist-mill  which 
was  maintained  by  a  stone  wing  extended  into  the  river 
St.  Lawrence,  the  stream  being  very  rapid,  acquires 
a  force  sufficient  to  turn  a  wheel  without  the  further 
expense  of  a  dam. 

"The  current  carried  the  boat  forward  with  amaz- 
ing rapidity,  and  the  falls  became  so  dangerous  that 
the  boats  could  proceed  no  farther ;  they  therefore 
landed  in  the  evening,  and  went  to  the  commanding 
officer  of  Fort  Lasheen  to  request  a  lodging ;  but  the 
houses  in  the  garrison  were  so  crowded  that  it  was 
with  difiBculty  they  obtained  a  small  room  belonging 
to  the  boat-builders  to  retire  to,  and  here  they  stowed 
themselves  with  ten  others. 

"  10th.  The  garrison  of  Lasheen  is  on  the  Isle  of 
Jefu,  on  which  the  town  of  Montreal  stands,  about 
the  distance  of  nine  miles;  hither  our  travelers  had 
to  go  by  land,  and  as  they  were  entirely  unacquainted 
with  the  road,  they  took  the  advantage  of  an  empty 
cart  (which  was  going  to  the  town)  for  the  women  to 
ride  in. 

"The  land  in  this  neighborhood  is  very  stony  and 
the  soil  thin  ;  the  cattle  small  and  ill  favored. 

"  When  they  arrived  at  Montreal  they  were  intro- 
duced to  Brig.-Gen.  McClean,  who  after  examining 
them,  sent  them  to  one  Duquesne,  an  officer  among 
the  loyalists,  who  being  from  home,  they  were  desired 
to  wait  in  the  yard  until  he  came ;  this  want  of  polite- 
ness gave  them  no  favorable  impressions  of  the  master 
of  the  house;  when  he  returned  he  read  their  pass, 
and  gave  Jesse  an  order  for  three  days'  provisions. 

"Daniel  McUlphin  received  them  into  his  house; 
by  him  they  were  treated  with  great  kindness,  and  the 
women  continued  at  his  house  and  worked  five  weeks 
for  him. 

"  Jesse  Gilbert  met  with  employ  at  Thomas  Busby's, 
where  he  lived  very  agreeably  for  the  space  of  nine 
months. 

"  Elizabeth  Gilbert  had  the  satisfaction  of  an  easy 
employ  at  Adam  Scott's,  merchant,  having  the  super- 
intendence of  his  kitchen,  but  about  six  weeks  after 
she  engaged  in  his  service,  Jesse's  wife,  Sarah,  was 
taken  sick  at  Thomas  Busby's,  which  made  it  necessary 
for  her  mother  to  disengage  herself  from  the  place 
where  she  was  so  agreeably  situated,  in  order  to  nurse 
her.  These  three  were  favored  to  be  considered  as 
the  king's  prisoners,  having  rations  allowed  them; 
this  assistance  was  very  comfortable,  but  Elizabeth's 
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name  being  erased  out  of  a  list  at  the  time  when  they 
needed  an  additional  supply,  they  were  much  strait- 
ened. Upon  an  application  to  one  Col.  Campbell,  he, 
together  with  Esquire  Campbell,  took  down  a  short 
account  of  her  sufferings  and  situation,  and  after  pre- 
paring a  concise  narrative,  they  applied  to  the  briga- 
dier-general to  forward  it  to  Gen.  Haldimand  at 
Quebec,  desiring  his  attention  to  the  sufferers,  who 
speedily  issued  his  orders,  that  the  releasement  of  the 
family  should  be  procured,  with  particular  injunctions 
for  every  garrison  to  furnish  them  with  necessaries  as 
they  came  down. 

"  As  soon  as  Sarah  Gilbert  recovered  from  her  indis- 
position her  mother  returned  to  Adam  Scott's  family. 
"  Thomas  Gomersom  hearing  of  their  situation  came 
to  see  them  ;  he  was  educated  a  Quaker,  and  had  been  a 
merchant  of  New  York,  and  traveled  with  Robert 
Walker  in  his  religious  visits,  but  upon  the  commence- 
ment of  the  war  had  deviated  from  his  former  principles 
and  had  lost  all  the  appearance  of  a  Friend,  wearing  a 
sword.  He  behaved  with  respect  to  the  prisoners,  and 
made  Elizabeth  a  present.  The  particular  attention 
of  Col.  Closs,  and  the  care  he  showed  by  writing  to 
Niagara  on  behalf  of  the  captives,  as  he  was  entirely 
a  stranger  to  her,  is  remembered  with  gratitude. 

"  As  there  was  an  opportunity  of  hearing  from 
Niagara,  it  gave  them  great  pleasure  to  be  informed 
that  Elizabeth  Gilbert  was  among  the  white  people, 
she  having  obtained  her  release  from  the  Indians 
prior  to  the  others. 

"  Sarah  Gilbert,  wife  of  Jesse,  becoming  a  mother, 
Elizabeth  left  the  service  she  was  engaged  in,  Jesse 
having  taken  a  house,  that  she  might  give  her  daugh- 
ter every  necessary  attendance;  and  in  order  to  make 
their  situation  as  comfortable  as  possible  they  took  a 
child  to  nurse,  which  added  a  little  to  their  income. 
After  this  Elizabeth  Gilbert  hired  herself  to  iron  a 
day  for  Adam  Scott.  Whilst  she  was  at  her  work  a 
little  girl  belonging  to  the  house  acquainted  her  that 
there  were  some  who  wanted  to  see  her,  and  upon 
entering  into  the  room  she  found  six  of  her  children  ; 
the  joy  and  surprise  she  felt  on  this  occasion  were  be- 
yond what  we  shall  attempt  to  describe.  A  messen- 
ger was  sent  to  inform  Jesse  and  his  wife  that  Joseph 
Gilbert,  Benjamin  Peart,  Elizabeth,  his  wife,  and 
young  child,  Abner,  and  Elizabeth  Gilbert,  the 
younger,  were  with  their  mother.  It  must  afford  very 
pleasing  reflections  to  any  affectionate  disposition  to 
dwell  awhile  on  this  scene,  that  after  a  captivity  of 
upwards  of  fourteen  months  so  happy  a  meeting 
should  take  place. 

"Thomas  Peart,  who  had  obtained  his  liberty,  and 
tarried  at  Niagara  that  he  might  be  of  service  to  the 
two  yet  remaining  in  captivity,  viz.,  Benjamin  Gil- 
bert, Jr.,  and  Rebecca  Gilbert. 

"Abigail  Dodson,  the  daughter  of  a  neighboring 
farmer,  who  was  taken  with  them,  inadvertently  in- 
formed the  Indians  she  was  not  of  the  Gilbert  family  ; 
all  attempts  for  her  liberty  were  fruitless. 


"  We  shall  now  proceed  to  relate  how  Joseph  Gil- 
bert, the  eldest  son  of  the  deceased,  fared  amongst 
the  Indians.  He,  with  Thomas  Peart,  Benjamin  Gil- 
bert, Jr.,  and  Jesse  Gilbert's  wife,  Sarah,  were  taken 
along  the  westward  path,  as  before  related.  After 
some  short  continuance  in  this  path,  Thomas  Peart 
and  Joseph  Gilbert  were  taken  from  the  other  two, 
and  by  a  different  route,  through  many  difficulties, 
they  were  brought  to  Caracadera,  where  they  received 
the  insults  of  the  women  and  childreu  whose  husbands 
or  parents  had  fallen  in  their  hostile  excursions. 

"  Joseph  Gilbert  was  separated  from  his  companion, 
and  removed  to  an  Indian  villa  called  Nundow,  about 
seven  miles  from  Caracadera ;  his  residence  was  for 
several  weeks  in  the  king's  family,  whose  hamlet  was 
superior  to  the  other  small  huts.  '  The  king  himself 
brought  him  some  hominy,   and   treated   him  with 
great  civility,  intending  his  adoption  into  the  family 
in  the  place  of  one  of  his  sons  who  was  slain  when 
Gen.  Sullivan  drove  them  from  their  habitations.   As 
Nundow  was  not  to  be  the  place  of  his  abode,  his 
quarters  were  soon  changed,  and  he  was  taken  back 
to  Caracadera ;  but  his  weakness  of  body  was  so  great 
that  he  was  two  days  accomplishing  this  journey, 
which  was  only  seven  miles,  and  not  able  to  procure 
any  other  food  than  roots  and  herbs,  the  Indian  econ- 
omy leaving  them  without  any  provisions  to  subsist 
upon.     Here  they  adopted  him  into  the  family  of  one 
of  the  king's  sons,  informing  him  that  if  he  would 
marry  amongst  them  he  should  enjoy  the  privileges 
which  they  enjoyed;  but  this  proposal  he  was  not 
disposed  to  comply  with,  and  as  he  was  not  over- 
anxious to  conceal  his  dislike  to  them,  the  sufferings 
he  underwent  were  not  alleviated.     The  manner  of 
his  life  differing  so  much  from  what  he  had  before 
been  accustomed  to,  having  to  eat  the  wild  roots  and 
herbs  before  mentioned,  and  as  he  had  been  lame  from 
a  child,  and  subject  to  frequent  indispositions,  it  was 
requisite  for  him  to  pay  more  attention  to  his  weak 
habits  of  body  than  his  captors  were  willing  he  should. 
When  the  master  of  the  family  was  at  home  the  re- 
spect he  showed  to  Joseph,  and  the  kindness  to  him, 
rendered  his  situation  more  tolerable  than  in  his  ab- 
sence.    Frequently  suffering  with  hunger,  the  privi- 
lege of  a  plenteous  table  appeared  to  him  as  an  ines- 
timable blessing  which  claimed  the  warmest  devotion 
of  gratitude.    In  such  a  distressed  situation  the  hours 
rolled  by  with  a  tediousness  almost  insupportable,  as 
he  had  no  agreeable  employment  to  relieve  his  mind 
from  the  reflections  of  his  sorrowful  captivity.     This 
manner  of  life  continued  about  three  months,  and 
when  they  could  no  longer  secure  a  supply  by  their 
hunting,   necessity  compelled   them   to  go   to   Fort 
Niagara  for  provisions.     The  greater  number  of  the 
Indians  belonging  to   Caracadera  attended  on   this 
journey,  in  order  to  obtain  a  supply  of  provisions, 
their  want  of  economy  being  so  great  as  to  have  con- 
sumed so  early  as  the  eighth  month  all   they  had 
raised  the  last  year,  and  the  present  crops  unfit  to 
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gather  ;  their  profuse  manner  of  using  their  scant 
pittance  of  provisions  generally  introducing  a  famine 
after  a  short  time  of  feasting.  They  compute  the 
distance  from  Caracadera  to  Fort  Niagara  to  be  one 
hundred  and  thirty  miles  ;  on  this  journey  they  were 
upwards  of  five  days,  taking  some  venison  on  their 
route,  and  feasting  with  great  greediness,  as  they  had 
been  a  long  time  without  meat.  i 

"  When  they  reached  the  fort  they  procured  cloth- 
ing from  the  king's  stores  for  Joseph  Gilbert,  such  as 
the  Indians  usually  wear  themselves, — a  match-coat, 
leggings,  etc.  His  indisposition  confined  him  at  Col. 
Johnson's  for  several  days,  during  which  time  the 
British  officers  endeavored  to  agree  with  the  Indians 
for  his  releasement,  but  they  would  not  consent.  The 
afflicting  account  of  the  death  of  his  father,  which 
was  here  communicated  to  him,  spread  an  additional 
gloom  on  his  mind.  After  continuing  at  the  fort  about 
four  weeks  the  Indians  ordered  him  back  with  them. 
This  was  a  sore  stroke,  to  leave  a  degree  of  ease  and 
plenty  and  resume  the  hardships  of  an  Indian  life. 
With  this  uncomfortable  prospect  before  him,  added 
to  his  lameness,  the  journey  was  toilsome  and  painful. 
They  were  five  days  in  their  return,  and  when  they 
arrived  their  corn  was  ripe  for  use ;  this,  with  the 
advantage  of  hunting,  as  the  game  was  in  its  greatest 
perfection,  furnished  a  present  comfortable  subsist- 
ence. 

"  Joseph  had  permission  to  visit  his  fellow-captive, 
Thomas  Peart,  who  was  at  a  small  town  of  the  In- 
dians about  seven  miles  distant,  called  Nundow,  to 
whom  he  communicated  the  sorrowful  intelligence  of 
their  mother's  widowed  situation. 

"  At  the  first  approach  of  spring  Joseph  Gilbert  and 
his  adopted  brother  employed  themselves  in  procuring 
rails  and  repairing  the  fence  about  the  lot  of  ground 
they  intended  to  plant  with  corn,  as  this  part  of  the 
preserving  the  grain  was  allotted  to  them ;  the  plant- 
ing and  culture  was  assigned  to  the  women,  their 
husbandry  being  altogether  performed  by  the  hoe. 

"The  Indian  manner  of  life  was  by  no  means 
agreeable  to  Joseph  Gilbert.  Their  irregularity  in  their 
meals  was  hard  for  him  to  bear ;  when  they  had  pro- 
visions in  plenty  they  observed  no  plan  of  domestic 
economy,  but  indulged  their  voracious  appetites, 
which  soon  consumed  their  stock,  and  a  famine  suc- 
ceeded. 

"  In  the  early  part  of  the  sixth  month,  1781,  their 
corn  was  spent,  and  they  were  obliged  to  have  re- 
course again  to  the  wild  herbage  and  roots,  and  were 
so  reduced  for  want  of  provisions,  that  the  Indians, 
having  found  the  carcass  of  a  dead  horse,  they  took 
the  meat  and  roasted  it. 

"An  officer  from  the  fort  came  down  to  inquire 
into  the  situation  of  the  Indians,  and,  upon  ob- 
serving the  low  condition  Joseph  was  in,  not  being 
likely  to  continue  long  without  some  relief,  which 
the  officer  privately  afforded,  he  being  permitted  to 
frequent  his  house,  he  advised  him  by  flight  to  en- 


deavor an  escape  from  the  Indians,  informing  him 
that  he  had  no  other  expedient  for  his  release.  This 
confirmed  him  in  a  resolution  he  had  for  some  time 
been  contemplating,  but  his  lameness  and  weak- 
ness, for  want  of  proper  sustenance,  rendered  it  im- 
practicable to  make  such  an  attempt  at  that  time, 
and  it  would  require  much  care  and  attention  to  his 
own  health  and  strength  to  gather  sufficient  for  such 
an  undertaking.  He  therefore  made  use  of  the  lib- 
erty allowed  him  to  visit  the  officer  and  partake  of 
his  kindness  and  assistance,  that  he  might  be  pre- 
pared for  the  journey. 

"  Embracing  a  favorable  opportunity,  when  the 
men  were  generally  from  home,  some  in  their  war 
expeditions  and  some  out  hunting,  he  left  them  one 
night  while  the  family  slept,  and  made  the  best  of  his 
way  towards  Niagara  Fort,  following  the  path,  as  he 
had  once  before  gone  along  it.  Having  a  small  piece 
of  bread,  which  he  took  from  the  hut,  he  made  a  hasty 
repast,  traveling  day  and  night,  in  order  to  escape 
from  the  further  distresses  of  captivity.  As  he  neither 
took  any  sleep  or  other  food  bythe  way  than  the  piece 
of  bread  mentioned  for  the  two  days  and  nights  he 
pursued  his  journey,  he  was  much  fatigued  when  he 
reached  the  fort,  and  experienced  the  effects  for  sev- 
eral days.  Upon  his  applying  to  Col.  Johnson  he 
was  hospitably  entertained,  and  the  next  day  saw 
three  of  the  Indians  whom  he  had  left  at  the  town 
when  he  set  off. 

"  After  a  few  days'  stay  here,  as  most  of  the  family 
were  discharged  from  captivity  and  waiting  for  a  pas- 
sage to  Montreal,  a  vessel  was  fitted  to  take  them  on 
board  in  order  to  proceed  down  the  lake. 

"  We  next  come  to  Benjamin  Peart,  who  remained 
the  first  night  after  his  arriving  at  the  Indian  huts 
with  his  wife  and  child,  but  was  separated  from  them 
the  next  day,  and  taken  about  a  mile  and  a  half  and 
presented  to  one  of  the  families  of  the  Seneca  nation, 
and  afterwards  introduced  to  one  of  their  chiefs,  who 
made  a  long  harangue,  which  Benjamin  did  not  un- 
derstand. The  Indians  then  gave  him  to  a  squaw,  in 
order  to  be  received  as  her  adopted  child,  who  or- 
dered him  to  a  private  hut,  where  the  women  wept 
over  him  in  remembrance  of  the  relation  in  whose 
stead  he  was  received.  After  this  he  went  with  his 
mother  (by  adoption)  to  Niagara  River,  about  two 
miles  below  the  great  falls,  and  stayed  here  several 
days,  then  went  to  the  fort,  on  their  way  to  the  Gen- 
esee River,  where  he  had  the  pleasure  of  conversing 
with  his  mother,  and  received  information  concerning 
his  wife  and  child;  but  even  this  satisfaction  was 
short-lived,  for  he  neither  could  obtain  permission  to 
visit  his  wife,  nor  was  he  allowed  to  converse  freely 
with  his  mother,  as  the  Indians  hurried  him  off  on 
board  their  bark  canoe,  when,  having  placed  their 
provisions,  they  proceeded  with  expedition  down  the 
lake  to  the  mouth  of  the  Genesee  River,  the  computed 
distance  from  the  small  village  to  the  mouth  of  the 
river  being  one  hundred  miles,  and  from  thence  up 


590 


HISTORY  OF   CARBON   COUNTY,  PENNSYLVANIA. 


the  Genesee  to  the  place  of  their  destination,  thirty 
miles.  In  their  passage  up  the  river  they  were  about 
five  days,  and  as  the  falls  in  this  river  near  its  en- 
trance into  Lake  Ontario  has  made  a  carrying-place 
of  about  two  miles,  they  dragged  their  canoe  this  dis- 
tance to  the  place  of  boating  above  the  falls.  There 
were  nine  Indians  of  the  party  with  them.  They  fre- 
quently caught  fish  by  the  way. 

"When  the  party  arrived  at  the  place  of  their  de- 
signed settlement,  they  soon  erected  a  small  hut  or 
wigwam,  and  the  ground  being  rich  and  level,  they 
began  with  their  plantation  of  Indian  corn.  Two 
white  men  who  had  been  taken  prisoners,  the  one 
from  Susquehanna  and  the  other  from  Minisinks,  both 
in  Pennsylvania,  lived  near  this  new  settlement,  and 
were  allowed  by  the  Indians  to  use  the  horses  and 
plant  for  themselves.  These  men  lightened  the  toil 
of  Benjamin  Peart's  servitude,  as  he  was  frequently 
in  their  company,  and  he  had  the  liberty  of  doing 
something  for  himself,  though  without  much  success. 
"His  new  habitation,  as  it  was  not  very  healthy, 
introduced  fresh  difficulties,  for  he  had  not  continued 
here  long  before  he  was  afflicted  with  sickness,  which 
preyed  upon  him  near  three  months,  the  Indians  re- 
peatedly endeavoring  to  relieve  him  by  their  knowl- 
edge of  simples,  but  their  endeavors  proved  ineffec- 
tual ;  the  approach  of  the  winter  season  afforded  the 
relief  sought  for.  Their  provisions  were  not  very 
tempting  to  a  weakly  constitution,  having  nothing 
else  than  hominy,  and  but  short  allowance  even  of 
that,  insomuch  that  when  his  appetite  increased  he 
could  not  procure  food  sufficient  to  recruit  his 
strength.  The  company  of  his  brother,  Thomas 
Peart,  who  visited  him,  was  a  great  comfort,  and  as 
the  town  he  lived  at  was  but  the  distance  of  eighteen 
miles,  they  had  frequent  opportunities  of  condoling 
with  each  other  in  their  distress. 

"The  Indian  men  being  absent  on  one  of  their  war 
excursions,  and  the  women  employed  in  gathering 
the  corn,  left  Benjamin  Peart  much  leisure  to  reflect 
in  solitude. 

"Towards  the  beginning  of  the  winter  season  the 
men  returned,  and  built  themselves  a  log  house  for  a 
granary,  and  then  removed  about  twenty  miles  from 
their  settlement  into  the  hunting  country,  and  pro- 
cured a  great  variety  of  game,  which  they  usually  ate 
without  bread  or  salt.  As  he  had  been  with  the  In- 
dians for  several  months,  their  language  became  more 
familiar  to  him. 

"  Hunting  and  feasting,  after  their  manner,  being 
their  only  employment,  they  soon  cleared  the  place 
where  they  settled  of  the  game,  which  made  a  second 
removal  necessary,  and  they  are  so  accustomed  to 
this  wandering  life  that  it  becomes  their  choice. 

"  They  fixed  up  a  log  house  in  this  second  hunting 
place  and  continued  until  the  Second  month,  when 
they  returned  to  their  first  settlement,  though  their 
stay  was  but  a  few  days,  and  then  back  again  to  their 
log  hut. 


"A  heavy  rain  falling  melted  some  of  the  snow, 
which  had  covered  the  ground  about  two  feet. 

"The  whole  family  concluded  upon  a  journey  to 
Niagara  Fort  by  land,  which  was  completed  in  seven 
days.  At  the  fort  he  had  the  satisfaction  of  con- 
versing with  his  brother,  Thomas  Peart,  and  the  same 
day  his  wife  also  came  from  Buffalo  Creek  with  the 
Senecas  to  the  fort.  This  happy  meeting,  after  an 
absence  of  ten  months,  drew  tears  of  joy  from  them. 
The  Indians  not  approving  of  their  conversing  much 
together,  as  they  imagined  they  would  remember  their 
former  situation  and  become  less  contented  with  their 
present  manner  of  life,  they  separated  again  the  same 
day,  and  took  Benjamin's  wife  about  four  miles  away; 
but  the  party  with  whom  he  came  permitted  him  to 
stay  here  several  nights,  and  when  the  Indians  had 
completed  their  purpose  of  traffic  they  returned, 
taking  him  some  miles  back  with  them  to  one  of  their 
towns  ;  but  upon  his  telling  them  that  he  was  desirous 
of  returning  to  the  fort  to  procure  something  he  had 
before  forgot,  in  order  for  his  journey,  he  was  per- 
mitted. As  he  stayed  the  night  with  his  adopted 
brother,  the  Indian  came  for  him,  but  upon  his 
complaining  that  he  was  so  lame  as  to  prevent  his 
traveling  with  them,  they  suffered  him  to  remain 
behind. 

"  He  continued  at  the  fort  about  two  months  before 
the  Indians  came  back  again,  and  as  he  labored  for 
the  white  people,  he  had  an  opportunity  of  procuring 
salt  provisions  from  the  king's  stores,  which  had  been 
for  a  long  time  a  dainty  to  him. 

"  When  one  of  the  Indians  (a  second  adopted 
brother)  came  for  him,  Benjamin  went  with  him  to 
Capt.  Powell,  who,  with  earnest  solicitations  and 
some  presents,  prevailed  upon  the  Indian  to  suffer 
him  to  stay  until  he  returned  from  his  war  expedi- 
tion ;  but  this  was  the  last  he  ever  made,  as  he  lost 
his  life  on  the  frontiers  of  New  York. 

"After  this  another  captain  (a  third  adopted 
brother)  came  to  the  fort,  and  when  Benjamin  Peart 
saw  him  he  applied  to  Adjt.-Gen.  Wilkinson  to  inter- 
cede for  his  release,  who  accordingly  waited  upon  Col. 
Johnson  and  other  officers  to  prevail  with  them  to 
exert  themselves  upon  his  behalf.  They  concluded 
to  hold  a  council  with  the  Indians  for  this  purpose, 
who,  after  some  deliberation,  surrendered  him  up  to 
Col.  Johnson,  for  which  he  gave  them  a  valuable  com- 
pensation. 

"Benjamin  Peart,  after  his  release,  was  employed 
in  Col.  Johnson's  service,  and  continued  with  him 
for  several  months.  His  child  had  been  released  for 
some  time,  and  his  wife,  by  earnest  entreaty  and  plea 
of  sickness,  had  prevailed  with  the  Indians  to  permit 
her  stay  at  the  fort,  which  proved  a  great  consolation 
and  comfort  after  so  long  a  separation. 

"  About  the  middle  of  the  Eighth  month  there  was 
preparation  made  for  their  proceeding  to  Montreal, 
as  by  this  time  there  were  six  of  the  prisoners  ready 
to  go  in  a  ship  which  lay  in  Lake  Ontario,  whose  nameg 
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were  Joseph  Gilbert,  Benjamin  Peart,  his  wife  and 
child,  Abner  Gilbert,  and  Elizabeth  Gilbert,  the 
younger.  These  went  on  board  the  vessel  to  Charl- 
ton Island,  which  is  as  far  as  the  large  vessels  the}' 
use  on  the  lake  can  proceed  ;  the  remainder  of  the 
way  (on  account  of  the  frequent  shoals)  they  are 
obliged  to  go  in  smaller  boats. 

"  The  commanding  officer  at  Niagara  procured  a 
suitable  supply  of  provision,  and  furnished  them  with 
orders  to  draw  more  at  the  several  garrisons  as  occa- 
sion required. 

"  In  two  days  they  arrived  at  the  upper  end  of 
Charlton  Island,  and  went  to  the  commander-in-chief 
to  show  their  pass,  and  obtain  what  they  were  in  need 
of.  Afterwards  they  continued  on  to  the  garrison  of 
Oswagotchy,  by  the  side  of  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  in 
an  open  boat  rowed  by  four  Frenchmen,  this  class  of 
people  being  chiefly  employed  in  laborious  services. 

■'  The  stream  was  so  rapid  and  full  of  rocks  that  the 
prisoners  were  too  much  alarmed  to  remain  in  the 
boat,  and  concluded  to  go  on  shore  until  they  passed 
the  danger,  but  the  Frenchmen,  who  had  been  accus- 
tomed to  these  wild  and  violent  rapids  (the  longest  of 
which  is  known  by  the  name  of  the  Long  Sou)-  kept 
on  board.  This  surprising  scene  continued  for  the 
distance  of  six  miles,  and  they  viewed  it  with  a  degree 
of  horror,  their  heads  becoming  almost  giddy  with  the 
prospect.  When  the  boat  had  shot  the  falls  they  again 
went  on  board,  and  continued  down  the  river  to  Coeur 
de  Lac.  No  great  distance  below  this  they  anchored 
and  landed  at  the  place  where  their  father  was  in- 
terred, shedding  many  tears  of  filial  affection  to  his 
memory.  They  afterwards  applied  to  the  command- 
ing officer  of  the  garrison  for  provisions  and  other 
necessaries ;  they  then  bid  adieu  to  this  solemn  spot 
of  sorrow,  and  proceeded  to  Lasheen,  which  they 
reached  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  the  Eighth  month, 
having  been  eight  days  on  their  voyage. 

"  After  refreshing  themselves  at  this  garrison  they 
set  forward  on  foot  for  Montreal,  which  they  reached 
the  same  day.  They  went  to  the  brigadier-general 
and  showed  him  their  passport,  and  as  soon  as  at 
liberty  waited  on  their  mother  at  Adam  Scott's,  as 
had  been  already  related. 

"  The  situation  of  Elizabeth  Peart,  wife  of  Benja- 
min, and  her  child  is  next  to  be  related : 

"  After  'she  and  the  child  were  parted  from  the 
husband,  Abigail  Dodson  and  the  child  were  taken 
several  miles  in  the  night  to  a  little  hut,  where  they 
stayed  till  morning,  and  the  day  following  were 
taken  within  eight  miles  of  Niagara,,  where  she  was 
adopted  into  one  of  the  families  of  the  Seuecas  ;  the 
ceremony  of  adoption  to  her  was  tedious  and  distress- 
ing; they  obliged  her  to  sit  down  with  a  young  In- 
dian man,  and  the  eldest  chieftain  of  the  family  re- 
peated a  jargon  of  words,  to  her  unintelligible,  but 
which  she  considered  as  some  form  of  marriage,  and 
this  apprehension  introduced  the  most  violent  agita- 
tions, as  she  was  determined,  at  all  events,  to  oppose 


any  step  of  this  nature ;  but  after  the  old  Indian  con- 
cluded his  speech  she  was  relieved  from  the  dreadful 
embarrassment  she  had  been  under,  as  she  was  led 
away  by  another  Indian.  Abigail  Dodson  was  the 
same  day  given  to  one  of  the  families  of  the  Cayuga 
nation,  so  that  Elizabeth  Peart  saw  her  no  more. 

"  The  man  who  led  Elizabeth  from  the  company 
took  her  into  the  family  for  whom  they  adopted  her, 
and  introduced  her  to  her  parents,  brothers  and  sis- 
ters, in  the  Indian  style,  who  received  her  very  kindly, 
and  made  a  grievous  lamentation  over  her  according 
to  custom.  After  she  had  been  with  them  two  days 
the  whole  family  left  their  habitation  and  went  about 
two  miles  to  Fort  Slusher,  where  they  stayed  several 
days.  This  fort  is  about  one  mile  above  Niagara 
Falls. 

"  As  she  was  much  indisposed,  the  Indians  were  de- 
tained several  days  for  her ;  but  as  they  cared  little  for 
her,  she  was  obliged  to  lie  on  the  damp  ground,  which 
prevented  her  speedy  recovery.  As  soon  as  her  dis- 
order abated  of  its  violence  they  set  oflf  in  a  bark  canoe 
which  they  had  provided,  intending  for  Buffalo  Creek, 
and,  as  they  went  slowly,  they  had  an  opportunity  of 
taking  some  fish. 

"When  they  arrived  at  the  place  of  their  intended 
settlement  they  went  on  shore  and  built  a  house. 

"  A  few  days  after  they  came  to  this  new  settlement 
they  returned  with  Elizabeth  to  Fort  Slusher,  when 
she  was  told  her  child  must  be  taken  away  from  her ; 
this  was  truly  afflicting,  but  all  remonstrances  were 
in  vain. 

"  From  Fort  Slusher  she  traveled  on  foot,  carrying 
her  child  to  Niagara,  it  being  eighteen  miles,  and  in 
sultry  weather,  rendered  it  a  painful  addition  to  the 
thoughts  of  parting  with  her  tender  offspring.  The 
intent  of  their  journey  was  to  obtain  provisions,  and 
their  stay  at  the  fort  was  of  several  days'  continuance. 
Capt.  Powell  afforded  her  an  asylum  in  his  house. 

"  The  Indians  took  the  child  from  her,  and  went 
with  it  across  the  river  to  adopt  it  into  the  family  they 
had  assigned  for  it,  notwithstanding  Capt.  Powell,  at 
his  wife's  request,  interceded  that  it  might  not  be  re- 
moved from  its  mother,  and,  as  it  was  so  young,  they 
returned  it  to  the  mother  after  its  adoption,  until  it 
should  be  convenient  to  send  it  to  the  family  under 
whose  protection  it  was  to  be  placed. 

"  Obtaining  the  provisions  and  other  necessaries 
they  came  to  Niagara  to  trade  for,  they  returned  to 
Fort  Slusher  on  foot,  from  whence  they  embarked  in 
their  canoes.  It  being  near  the  time  of  planting,  they 
used  much  expedition  in  this  journey. 

"  The  labor  and  drudgery  in  a  family  falling  to  the 
share  of  the  women,  Elizabeth  had  to  assist  the  squaw 
in  preparing  the  ground  and  planting  corn. 

"  Their  provisions  being  scant  they  sufl^ered  much, 
and  as  their  dependence  for  a  sufficient  supply  until 
the  gathering  of  their  crop  was  on  what  they  should 
receive  from  the  fort,  they  were  under  the  necessity  of 
making  a  second  journey  thither. 
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"They  were  two  days  on  the  road  at  this  time.  A 
small  distance  before  they  came  to  the  fort  they  took 
her  child  from  her  and  sent  it  to  its  destined  family, 
and  it  was  several  months  before  she  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  seeing  it  again.  After  being  taken  from  her 
husband,  to  lose  her  darling  infant  was  a  severe  stroke. 
She  lamented  her  condition  and  wept  sorely,  for  which 
one  of  the  Indians  inhumanly  struck  her.  Her  Indian 
father  seemed  ii  little  moved  to  behold  her  so  dis- 
tressed, and  in  order  to  console  her  assured  her  they 
would  bring  it  back  again,  but  she  saw  it  not  until  the 
spring  following. 

"  After  they  had  disposed  of  their  peltries  they  re- 
turned to  their  habitation  by  the  same  route  which 
they  had  come. 

"  With  a  heart  oppressed  with  sorrow,  Elizabeth 
trod  back  her  steps,  mourning  for  her  lost  infant,  for 
this  idea  presented  itself  continually  to  her  mind  ;  but 
as  she  experienced  how  fruitless,  nay,  how  dangerous, 
solicitations  in  behalf  of  her  child  were,  she  dried  up 
her  tears  and  pined  in  secret. 

"  Soon  after  they  reached  their  own  habitation, 
Elizabeth  Peart  was  again  afflicted  with  sickness. 
At  the  first  they  showed  some  attention  to  her  com- 
plaints, but  as  she  did  not  speedily  recover,  so  as  to 
be  able  to  work,  they  discontinued  every  attention, 
and  built  a  small  hut  by  the  side  of  the  corn-field, 
placing  her  in  it  to  mind  the  corn.  In  this  lonely 
condition  she  saw  a  white  man  who  had  been  made 
prisoner  among  the  Indians.  He  informed  her  that 
her  child  was  released  and  with  the  white  people. 
This  information  revived  her  drooping  spirits,  and  a 
short  time  after  she  recovered  of  her  indisposition, 
but  her  employment  of  attending  the  corn  continued 
until  it  was  ripe  for  gathering,  which  she  assisted  in. 
When  the  harvest  was  over  they  permitted  her  to 
return  and  live  with  them.  A  time  of  plenty  com- 
menced, and  they  lived  as  if  they  had  sufficient  to 
last  the  year  through,  faring  plenteously  every  day. 

"  A  drunken  Indian  came  to  the  cabin  one  day,  and 
the  old  Indian  woman  complaining  to  him  of  Eliza- 
beth, his  behavior  exceedingly  terrified  her;  he 
stormed  like  a  fury,  and  at  length  struck  her  a  violent 
blow,  which  laid  her  on  the  ground.  He  then  began 
to  pull  her  about  and  abuse  her  much,  when  another 
of  the  women  interposed,  and  rescued  her  from  fur- 
ther suffering.  Such  is  the  shocking  effect  of  spiritu- 
ous liquor  on  these  people ;  it  totally  deprives  them 
both  of  sense  and  humanity. 

"  A  tedious  winter  prevented  them  from  leaving 
their  habitation,  and  deprived  her  of  the  pleasure  of 
hearing  often  from  her  friends,  who  were  very  much 
scattered ;  but  a  prisoner,  who  had  lately  seen  her 
husband,  informed  her  of  his  being  much  indisposed 
at  the  Genesee  River,  which  was  upwards  of  one  hun- 
dred miles  distant.  On  receiving  this  intelligence, 
she  stood  in  need  of  much  consolation,  but  had  no 
source  of  comfort  except  in  her  own  bosom. 

"  Near  the  return  of  spring,  their  provisions  failing, 


they  were  compelled  to  go  off  to  the  fort  for  a  fresh- 
supply,  having  but  a  small  portion  of  corn,  which  they 
allowanced  out  once  each  day. 

"  Through  snow  and  severe  frost  they  went  for  Ni- 
agara, suffering  much  from  the  excessive  cold ;  and 
when  they  came  within  a  few  miles  of  the  fort,  which 
they  were  four  days  accomplishing,  they  struck  up  a 
small  wigwam  for  some  of  the  family  with  the  prison- 
ers to  live  in  until  the  return  of  the  warriors  from  the 
fort. 

"  As  soon  as  Capt.  Powell's  wife  heard  that  the 
young  child's  mother  had  come  with  the  Indians  she 
desired  to  see  her,  claiming  some  relationship  in  the 
Indian  way,  as  she  had  also  been  a  prisoner  among 
them.  They  granted  her  request,  and  Elizabeth  was 
accordingly  introduced  and  informed  that  her  hus- 
band had  returned  to  the  fort,  and  there  were  some 
expectations  of  his  release.  The- same  day  Benjamin 
Peart  came  to  see  his  wife,  but  could  not  be  permitted 
to  continue  with  her,  as  the  Indians  insisted  on  her 
going  back  with  them  to  their  cabin,  which,  as  has 
been  related,  was  some  miles  distant. 

"  Elizabeth  Peart  was  not  allowed  for  some  days  to 
go  from  the  cabin,  but  a  white  family  who  had 
bought  her  child  from  the  Indians  to  whom  it  had 
been  presented,  offered  the  party  with  whom  Eliza- 
beth was  confined  a  bottle  of  rum  if  they  would  bring 
her  across  the  river  to  her  child,  which  they  did,  and 
delighted  the  fond  mother  with  this  happy  meeting, 
as  she  had  not  seen  it  for  the  space  of  eight  months. 

"She  was  permitted  to  stay  with  the  family  where 
her  child  was  for  two  days,  when  she  returned  with 
the  Indians  to  their  cabin.  After  some  time  she  ob- 
tained a  further  permission  to  go  to  the  fort,  where 
she  had  some  needle-work  from  the  white  people, 
which  afforded  her  a  plea  for  often  visiting  it.  At 
length  Capt.  Powell's  wife  prevailed  with  them  to 
suffer  her  to  continue  a  few  days  at  her  house  and 
work  for  her  family,  which  was  granted.  At  the  ex- 
piration of  the  time,  upon  the  coming  of  the  Indians 
for  her  to  return  with  them,  she  pleaded  indisposition, 
and  by  this  means  they  were  repeatedly  dissuaded  from 
taking  her  with  them. 

"  As  the  time  of  planting  drew  nigh  she  made  use 
of  a  little  address  to  retard  her  departure ;  having  a 
small  swelling  on  her  neck  she  applied  a  poultice, 
which  led  the  Indians  into  a  belief  that  it  was  im- 
proper to  remove  her,  and  they  consented  to  come 
again  for  her  in  two  weeks. 

"  Her  child  was  given  up  to  her  soon  after  her  arrival 
at  Capt.  Powell's,  and  her  husband  came  frequently  to 
visit  her,  which  was  a  great  happiness,  as  her  trials  in 
their  separation  had  been  many. 

"  At  the  time  appointed  some  of  the  Indians  came 
again,  but  she  still  plead  indisposition  and  had  con- 
fined herself  to  her  bed.  One  of  the  women  interro- 
gated her  very  closely,  but  did  not  insist  upon  her 
going  back.  Thus  several  months  elapsed,  she  con- 
triving delays  as  often  as  they  came. 
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"  When  the  vessel  which  was  to  take  the  other  five, 
among  whom  were  her  husband  and  child,  was  ready 
to  sail,  the  oflBcers  at  Niagara  concluded  she  might 
also  go  with  them  as  they  saw  no  reasonable  objection, 
and  they  doubted  not  it  was  in  their  power  to  satisfy 
those  Indiana  who  considered  her  as  their  property." 

Eventually  all  of  the  captives  were  redeemed,  and, 
reaching  this  country  in  safety,  assembled  at  Byberry 
to  recount  in  a  happy  reunion  their  strange  adven- 
tures during  a  captivity  of  two  years  and  five  months. 


CHAPTER    II. 

PROGRESS   OF  SETTLEMENT  AND   INTERNAL  IM- 
PROVEMENTS IN   CARBON   COUNTY. 

Beginning  of  Permanent  Settlement — The  Lehigh  Coal  and  Navigation 
Company — The  Canal — Kailroad  Building,  etc. 

We  have  seen,  in  the  preceding  chapter  of  this 
work,  that  the  white  man  made  his  advent  in  what  is 
now  Carbon  County  as  early  as  1746.  It  is  of  a  later 
influx  of  immigration,  and  one  of  a  distinctly  marked 
era,  that  we  now  propose  to  treat, — in  brief,  that  in- 
coming of  people  which  may  be  regarded  as  the 
second  settlement  of  the  region,  the  people  who  re- 
mained permanently,  developed  the  resources  of  the 
county,  and  ultimately,  as  one  of  the  natural  results 
of  their  great  enterprises,  brought  about  the  organiza- 
tion of  Carbon  County. 

But  first  we  will  remind  the  reader  in  a  few  words 
of  the  earlier  history  of  the  region,  which  has  already 
been  given  in  detail.  That  little  Moravian  mission 
and  colony,  founded  on  the  site  of  Lehighton,  in  1746, 
and  its  sister  settlement  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
river,  where  Weissport  now  is,  were  not  destined  to 
long  remain  undisturbed.  They  were  in  reality  very 
minute  dots  of  civilization  in  the  great  mountainous 
wilderness  north  of  the  Blue  Ridge,  on  which  was 
bestowed  by  the  proprietaries  the  Indian  name  "  Tow- 
amensing,"  and  a  savage  horde  wiped  them  out  on 
Nov.  24,  1755,  as  completely  as  if  they  had  been 
characters  written  on  the  sand.  When  the  Indians 
made  their  onslaught  with  tomahawk  and  fire,  those 
of  the  people  who  were  not  massacred  fled  from  the 
burning  village  southward  toward  Bethlehem,  and 
although  some  of  them  who  had  secreted  themselves 
in  the  neighborhood  returned  after  the  immediate 
danger  was  over,  they  did  so  only  to  gather  up  such 
articles  as  the  savages  and  the  flames  had  left,  and 
they  soon  made  their  way  down  the  river  to  the 
parent  colony,  which  they  knew  to  be  a  place  of 
security.  Col.  Burd,  who  crossed  the  Blue  Ridge  on 
his  way  to  Fort  Allen,  in  1758,  says,  "  When  I  ar- 
rived on  the  top  of  the  mountain,  I  could  see  a  great 
distance  on  both  sides  of  it;  the  northern  part  of  the 
county  is  an  entire  barren  wilderness,  not  capable  of 
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improvement."  The  Indian  name  of  the  region, 
"  Towamensing,"  we  will  here  remark,  was  an  ap- 
propriate one,  as  its  meaning  is  literally  "  a  wilder- 
ness.'' Four  or  five  years  after  the  destruction  of  the 
Moravian  missions  some  men  had  returned  into  this 
wild  country  and  taken  up  lands,  but  their  number 
was  very  small.  In  1762  the  whole  iiistrict  of  "  Tow- 
amensing," embracing  all  of  what  is  now  Carbon 
County  and  a  portion  of  the  present  county  of 
Schuylkill,  contained  but  thirty-three  persons  who 
were  subject  to  taxation  and  whose  names  were 
placed  upon  the  assessment-roll.  The  region  had 
been  practically  deserted. 

Soon  after  the  division  of  Towamensing,  by  the  set- 
ting off  of  Penn  township,  in  1768,  a  few  other  fami- 
lies settled  in  what  is  now  Carbon  County,  most  of 
them  locating  on  the  east  side  of  the  river.  Among 
their  number  were  the  Salt,  Haydt,  Beltz,  Arner,  and 
Boyer  families,  which,  in  common  with  others  who 
arrived  later,  are  made  the  subjects  of  brief  sketches 
in  the  township  histories. 

In  1775  there  came  to  Penn  township,  on  the  west 
side  of  the  river,  the  Gilbert,  Dodson,  and  Peart 
families.  The  capture  of  the  Gilbert  family  by  the 
Indians,  which  has  already  been  related  at  length  in 
the  preceding  chapter  of  this  work,  led  to  a  general 
exodus  of  the  settlers  from  that  immediate  locality, 
and  again  the  region  was  left  as  the  almost  undis- 
puted ranging-ground  of  the  Indian  and  of  wild 
beasts.  Some  of  the  settlers  farthest  removed  from 
the  river,  along  which  the  Indians  most  frequently 
roamed,  still  retained  possession  of  their  cabins  and 
small  clearings,  trusting  to  their  remoteness  from  the 
war-path  for  security.  The  assessment-list  of  Penn. 
for  1781  (given  in  the  history  of  that  township)  shows 
the  names  of  quite  a  large  number  of  inhabitants, 
but  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  Penn  then  stretched 
westward  far  beyond  the  present  boundary  of  Carbon 
County,  and  that  the  assessment-list  was  made  in  the 
early  part  of  the  year.  The  Dodsons  appear  to  have 
remained  until  1796,  or  the  following  year,  when  they 
removed  to  Shamokin. 

From  that  time  until  1803  or  1804  there  appear  to 
have  been  no  settlements  of  importance  made  in 
Penn  township.  Following  the  discovery  of  coal  at 
Summit  Hill  in  1791,'  the  lands  including  that  im- 
portant spot  were  taken  up  by  Hillegas,  Miner,  and 
Cist,  and  in  1793,  1794,  and  1795  other  large  tracts  of 
land  were  taken  up  by  various  persons  living  in  Phila- 
delphia and  Easton,  on  the  supposition  that  they  too 
contained  coal.  These  tracts  were  on  both  sides  of 
the  river,  and  some  of  them  were  south  of  the  Blue 
Ridge. 

About  1804  enterprising  men,  who  had  the  hardi- 
hood to  take  up  the  work  of  making  homes  in  the 
forest,  began  to  come  into  Penn  and  Towamensing 
townships,  and  then  really  was  commenced  what  we 

1  See  chapter  on  the  Borough  of  Mauch  Chunk. 
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may  call  the  enduring  settlement  of  Carbon  County. 
Gradually  the  frontier  population  extended  north- 
ward, civilization  each  year  encroaching  upon  and 
effacing  a  little  more  of  the  great  wild.  By  1808  the 
assessment-lists  showed  quite  a  large  number  of  per- 
manently-settled pioneers. 

Settlements  were  also  soon  made  on  the  west  side  of 
the  river,  and  the  population  slowly  spread  through- 
out the  Lizard  Creek  and  Mahoning  Valleys,  where 
agricultural  pursuits  were  commenced  and  so  well 
carried  on  that  in  a  few  years  the  people  were  in 
comfortable  circumstances.  North  of  them  were 
commenced,  in  1818,  the  gigantic  operations  of  the 
Lehigh  Coal  and  Navigation  Company  in  Mauch 
Chunk  township.  Still  farther  north  in  the  Quakake 
Valley  a  few  farmer  pioneers  located  themselves, 
chiefly  in  what  is  now  Packer  township.  West  of 
Packer,  in  what  is  now  Banks  township,  coal  was 
discovered,  which  has  in  later  years  been  mined  by 
numerous  companies,  who  have  expended  vast  sums 
of  money  in  that  region.  North  of  Packer,  in  what 
is  now  Lehigh  township,  the  mountains  were  covered 
with  valuable  timber,  and  about  1826  that  district 
was  temporarily  settled  by  the  Coal  and  Navigation 
Company's  employes,  who  took  out  great  quantities 
of  timber  for  the  making  of  boats,  on  which  anthra- 
cite coal  mined  farther  south  was  sent  down  the 
river. 

What  is  now  Penn  Forest,  and  Kidder  townships 
was  a  vast  tract  of  valuable  pine  and  hemlock  timber, 
which  was  called  the  Pine  Swamp,  the  greater  part  of 
its  surface  being  very  wet,  notwithstanding  its  moun- 
tainous character.  This  was  a  portion  of  the  extensive 
uninhabited  region  which  for  many  years  was  com- 
monly called  the  "  Shades  of  Death."  These  lands 
were  not  permanently  settled,  but  in  1838  the  forest 
was  invaded  by  timber  companies,  who  purchased 
large  tracts  from  the  warrantees,  built  mills  and 
tenant-houses  for  their  armies  of  lumbermen,  and 
began  the  work  of  cutting  timber  and  sending  lumber 
to  the  market.  After  they  had  denuded  the  country 
of  its  splendid  growth  of  forest  these  companies  re- 
moved to  other  regions,  which  were  still  in  the  pris- 
tine condition  in  which  they  found  this,  and  the 
townships  which  we  have  named  were  almost  wholly 
abandoned  by  the  people  who  had  found  employment 
there  for  a  long  term  of  years. 

Most  important  among  all  of  the  settlements 
founded  in  the  county  were  those  which  were  planted 
by  Josiah  White  and  Erskine  Hazard,  the  leading 
spirits  of  the  Lehigh  Coal  and  Navigation  Company, 
and  as  indomitable  characters  as  ever  penetrated  any 
portion  of  Pennsylvania.  They  were,  to  be  sure,  not 
in  the  common  sense  pioneers  of  this  region,  but  in 
another  sense  they  were  the  princes  among  pioneers, 
the  pioneers  of  an  era  of  tremendous  activity  and 
marvelous  advancement.  One  writer,  dwelling  upon 
this  period  in  the  history  of  the  region,  says,  ...  "In 
the  wilds  of  Upper  Northampton,  where  the  Lehigh, 


yet  an  untamed  mountain  stream,  frets  in  its  rocky 
bed,  brave  spirits  were  fighting  the  powers  of  nature 
—as  men  of  old  fought  dragons— if,  peradventure, 
they  might  wrest  from  her  enchantments  and  share 
with  their  fellow-men  the  treasures  she  fain  would 
keep  to  herself  in  her  savage  solitudes.  It  needed 
brave  spirits  indeed  to  pioneer  the  way  for  that  inex- 
haustible traffic  which  now  pours  a  continuous  stream 
of  merchandise  through  its  great  artery  in  the  valley 
of  the  Lehigh  to  the  emporiums  of  the  Western 
world.  Such  spirits  were  Cist,  Miner,  White,  Haz- 
ard, and  Hauto,  whose  names  are  inscribed  upon  the 
title-page  of  the  almost  fabulous  history  of  anthra- 
cite coal.  Exchanging  the  amenities  of  civilized  life 
for  the  hardships  and  denials  of  life  in  the  woods, 
these  men  toiled  year  after  year  in  a  howling  wilder- 
ness (on  the  land  and  in  the  water),  hewing  roads 
through  its  sombre  forests,  clearing  its  river-channel 
of  obstructions,  hoping  against  hope,  and  yet  perse- 
vering until  they  had  accomplished  what  they  de- 
signed should  not  be  left  undone."  ^ 

Internal  Improvements— The  Descending  and 
Ascending  Navigation  of  the  Lehigh. — The  story 
of  the  discovery  of  coal  at  Summit  Hill  in  1791,  of 
the  several  endeavors  to  mine  and  place  it  in  the 
market,  and  of  the  successful  though  difficult  opera- 
tions of  the  Lehigh  Coal  and  Navigation  Company, 
under  White  and  Hazard,  is  given,  for  obvious  reasons 
of  convenience  and  propriety,  in  the  chapter  on 
Mauch  Chunk  Borough,  and  it  is  our  purpose  to 
here  present  an  account  of  the  successive  enterprises 
of  internal  improvement  undertaken  by  the  company, 
and  also  those  in  later  years  carried  out  by  other  or- 
ganizations. The  great  carrying  traffic  of  the  Lehigh 
Valley  had  its  inception  in  the  measures  resorted  to 
by  the  Coal  and  Navigation  Company  to  place  the 
product  of  their  mines  in  the  market,  and  has  ad- 
vanced from  the  crude  system  of  river  navigation, 
through  the  better  one  of  the  canal,  to  the  most  per- 
fect mode  of  transportation  known,  that  of  the  rail- 
road. 

The  task  which  Josiah  White  and  Erskine  Hazard 
undertook,  that  of  making  the  Lehigh  a  navigable 
stream,  was  one  which  had  before  been  several  times 
attempted,  and  as  often  abandoned  as  too  expensive 
and  difficult  to  be  successfully  carried  out.  The 
Legislature  was  early  aware  of  the  importance  of  the 
navigation  of  this  stream,  and  in  1771  passed  a  law 
for  its  improvement.  Subsequent  laws  for  the  same 
object  were  enacted  in  1791,  1794,  1798,  1810,  1814, 
and  1816,  and  a  company  had  been  formed  under 
one  of  them  which  expended  upwards  of  thirty 
thousand  dollars  in  clearing  out  channels,  one  of 
which  they  attempted  to  make  through  the  ledges 
of  slate  about  seven  miles  above  Allentown,  though 
they  soon  relinquished  the  work. 


1  William  C.  Reichel,  in  Ilia  monograph  on  the  "  Crown  Inn,"  built 
near  Bethlehem,  in  1745. 
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No  sooner  had  White,  Hazard,  and  Hauto  obtained 
a  lease  of  the  coal  lands  in  what  is  now  Mauch  Chunk 
township  than  they  applied  to  the  Legislature  for  an 
act  authorizing  them  to  improve  the  navigation  of  the 
river.  They  stated  in  their  petition  their  object  of 
getting  coal  to  market,  and  that  they  had  a  plan  for 
the  cheap  improvement  of  the  river  navigation,  which 
they  hoped  would  serve  as  a  model  for  the  improve- 
ment of  many  other  streams  in  the  State.  Their  pro- 
ject was  considered  chimerical,  the  improvement  of  the 
Lehigh  being  deemed  impracticable  from  the  failure 
of  the  various  companies  who  had  undertaken  it  under 
previous  laws.  The  act  of  March  20,  1818,  incorpor- 
ating the  Lehigh  Navigation  Company,  ''gave  these 
gentlemen  the  opportunity  of  ruining  themselves,  as 
many  members  of  the  Legislature  predicted  would  be 
the  result  of  their  undertaking.''  The  various  powers 
applied  for  and  granted  in  the  act  embraced  the  whole 
scope  of  tried  and  untried  methods  of  effecting  the 
object  of  getting  "a  navigation  downward  once  in 
three  days  for  boats  loaded  with  one  hundred  barrels, 
or  ten  tons,''  with  the  reservation  on  the  part  of  the 
Legislature  of  the  right  to  compel  the  adoption  of  a 
complete  slack-water  navigation  from  Easton  to  Stod- 
dartsville  should  they  not  deem  the  mode  of  navi- 
gation adopted  by  the  undertakers  sufficient  for  the 
wants  of  the  country. 

After  the  outlines  of  the  company  had  been  agreed 
upon,  they  published  in  pamphlet  form  at  Philadel- 
phia "  A  compendious  View  of  the  Law  authorizing 
the  Improvement  of  the  River  Lehigh,"  in  which  the 
following  advantages  were  sanguinely  set  forth  as  the 
prospective  results  of  the  navigation  by  the  improved 
plan: 

"  The  city  of  Philadelphia  can  be  supplied  with 
coal  which  is  ascertained  to  be  twenty  per  cent, 
purer  than  any  of  the  same  species  which  has  come 
to  this  market  from  any  other  source  and  at  a  reduced 
price. 

"  A  market  will  be  opened  for  an  immense  body  of 
timber  which  is  now  so  completely  locked  up  as  not 
to  be  considered  worth  stealing,  owing  to  the  expense 
that  would  attend  getting  it  to  market. 

"  When  the  first  grand  section  of  the  river  is  im- 
proved (which  can  be  done  in  a  few  months)  the  land 
carriage  to  the  Susquehanna  at  Berwick  will  be  only 
thirty  miles  over  a  turnpike  now  made,  which  will 
immediately  command  the  trade  of  that  river  and 
turn  it  to  Philadelphia.  When  the  second  grand 
section  is  finished  the  portage  will  be  reduced  to 
only  ten  or  twelve  miles  by  a  railroad  contemplated 
to  be  made  on  excellent  ground.  By  the  Susquehanna 
and  Lehigh  the  western  counties  of  New  York  will 
be  nearer  in  point  of  expense  to  Philadelphia  than  to 
Albany,  and  consequently  a  large  portion  of  the  pro- 
duce, which  now  goes  down  the  North  River  to  New 
York,  may  be  calculated  on  for  the  supply  of  Phila- 
delphia. 

"  The  New  York  Grand  Canal,  when  completed. 


will  bring  the  produce  from  the  shores  of  Lake  Erie. 
This  produce  can  come  from  the  point  where  the 
canal  crosses  Seneca  River  to  Philadelphia  in  nearly 
half  the  time  and  consequently  at  half  the  expense 
that  it  can  go  by  canal  and  North  River  to  New 
York." 

The  pamphlet  containing  these  statements  was  pub- 
lished chiefly  with  a  view  to  arousing  the  interest  of 
those  who  might  become  subscribers  to  the  stock  of 
the  company,  but  it  exerted  that  influence  only  in  a 
limited  degree. 

We  will  remark  here  that  the  Lehigh  Coal  Company 
was  incorporated  by  act  of  Oct.  21,  1818;  that  its 
leading  characters  were  the  same  as  those  of  the 
Navigation,  White,  Hazard,  and  Hauto  ;  that  the  last 
named  was  bought  out  by  his  partners  in  March,  1820, 
and  that  on  April  21,  1820,  the  two  companies  were 
consolidated  under  the  title  of  the  Lehigh  Coal  and 
Navigation  Company. 

The  history  of  the  mining  operations  being  given 
in  the  chapter  on  Mauch  Chunk,  we  shall  confine  this 
narrative  to  the  improvement  of  the  river  begun  by 
the  Lehigh  Navigation  Company,  and  continued  and 
completed  by  the  amalgamated  company  above  al- 
luded to,  which  is  the  one  still  in  existence. 

The  plan,  says  Josiah  White,  who  was  its  origina- 
tor, was  to  "improve  the  navigation  of  the  river  by 
contracting  the  channels  funnel  fashion,  to  bring  the 
whole  flow  of  water  at  each  of  the  falls  to  as  narrow 
a  compass  as  the  law  would  allow,  by  throwing  up  the 
round  river  stones  into  low  walls  not  higher  than  we 
wanted  to  raise  the  water  for  the  required  depth  of 
fifteen  or  eighteen  inches  by  the  natural  fiow,  to  make 
artificial  freshets  to  supply  the  deficiency ;  that  is,  by 
making  ponds  of  water  of  as  many  acres  as  we  could 
get,  and  letting  it  off  periodically,  say  once  in  three 
days.  I  supposed  we  could  gather  water  enough  to 
secure  the  required  quantity,  and  thus  secure  a  regu- 
lar descending  navigation.  The  plan  for  locks  and 
gates  for  letting  out  the  fre-shet  in  a  proper  manner 
was  left  for  the  present  to  be  devised  in  due  time  if 
found  necessary." 

The  artificial  freshets  alluded  to  were  effected  by 
constructing  dams  in  the  neighborhood  of  Mauch 
Chunk,  in  which  were  placed  peculiarly-constructed 
sluice-gates  invented  by  Josiah  White,  by  .means  of 
which  the  water  could  be  retained  in  the  pool  above, 
until  required  for  use.  When  the  dam  became  full 
and  the  water  had  run  over  it  long  enough  for  the 
river  below  the  dam  to  acquire  the  depth  of  the 
ordinary  flow  of  the  river,  the  sluice-gates  were  let 
down,  and  the  boats  which  were  lying  in  the  pools 
above  passed  down  with  the  artificial  flood.'  About 
twelve  of  these  dams  and  sluices  were  made  in  1819, 
and  with  what  work  had  been  done  in  making  wing 

1  This  description,  with  much  of  the  matter  which  follows,  is  derived 
from  the  "  History  of  the  Lehigh  Coal  and  Navigation  Company,"  pub- 
lished in  1841,  though  many  facts  are  added  from  Kichard  Eichardson's 
"  Memoir  of  Josiah  White." 
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dams  absorbed  the  capital  of  the  company  before  the 
whole  of  the  dams  were  completely  protected  from 
ice-freshets.  They  were,  however,  so  far  completed 
as  to  prove  in  the  fall  of  1819  that  they  were  capable 
of  producing  the  required  depth  of  water  from  Mauch 
Chunk  to  Easton. 

Disaster  came  with  the  spring  of  1820,  the  ice 
severely  injuring  several  of  the  dams,  and  carrying 
away  some  of  the  sluice-gates.  From  the  necessity 
for  additional  funds  created  by  this  damage,  arose  the 
plan  of  consolidating  the  coal  and  navigation  com- 
panies which,  as  we  have  before  stated,  was  consum- 
mated in  1820.  As  one  of  the  conditions  of  that 
union,  an  additional  twenty  thousand  dollars'  worth 
of  stock  was  subscribed  for,  nearly  three-fifths  of 
which  was  taken  by  White  &  Hazard.  The  dams 
and  sluices  were  repaired  with  this  sum,  and  in  the 
year  1820  the  first  anthracite  coal  was  sent  to  market 
by  the  artificial  navigation,  the  whole  quantity  being 
three  hundred  and  sixty-five^  tons,  which  completely 
glutted  the  Philadelphia  market,  and  was  with  diffi- 
culty disposed  of  during  the  year.  It  was  sold  for 
twenty-one  dollars  per  ton.  During  1820  the  com- 
pany again  expended  all  of  its  capital.  The  work 
was  done  with  the  exception  of  one  place  at  "the 
slates"  (above  Allentown),  where  the  channel  and 
wing  walls  were  made  over  the  smooth  surface  of 
slate  ledges  rising  within  a  few  inches  of  the  surface 
of  the  water.  It  was  impossible  there  from  the  na- 
ture of  the  ground,  to  make  the  wing  walls  remain 
tight  enough  to  keep  the  water  at  the  required  height, 
and  it  became  evident  that  a  solid  dam  must  be  built 
by  which  the  water  could  be  raised  to  a  sufficient 
height  to  bury  the  ledges  completely  and  perma- 
nently. Additional  subscriptions  to  the  stock  were 
only  secured  by  a  sacrifice  on  the  part  of  White  & 
Hazard,  who  transferred  as  a  bonus  to  those  who 
would  subscribe  an  amount  of  the  stock  held  by 
them,  equal  to  twenty  per  cent,  on  the  new  subscrip- 
tion. With  the  money  thus  finally  secured,  the  dam 
and  lock  at  "  the  slates"  were  erected,  and  one  thou- 
sand and  seventy-three  tons  of  coal  sent  to  Philadel- 
phia in  1821.  An  uneasiness  among  the  stockholders 
with  regard  to  their  personal  liabilities  led  to  the  in- 
corporation of  the  company  in  February,  1822.  In 
that  year  new  confidence  being  given  by  the  charter- 
ing of  the  company,  subscriptions  were  received 
amounting  to  nearly  eighty-five  thousand  dollars,  and 
the  affairs  of  the  corporation  assumed  a  more  prom- 
ising aspect  than  they  had  ever  worn.  Two  thousand 
two  hundred  and  forty  tons  of  coal  were  sent  to 
market  during  the  year. 

Two  years  after  it  came  in  use  the  descending  navi- 
gation was  inspected,  and  on  Jan.  17,  1823,  license 
was  obtained  from  the  Governor  to  take  toll  upon  it. 
None  was  charged,  however,  until  four  years  later. 


1  In  the  chapter  upon  Mauch  Chunk  township  the  total  Bhipmeuts  for 
«aoh  succeeding  year  down  to  1884  are  given. 


The  boats  used  in  this  system  of  navigation,  com- 
monly called  "  arks,"  were  simply  great  square-cor- 
nered boxes  from  sixteen  to  eighteen  feet  wide  and 
from  twenty  to  twenty-five  feet  long.  At  first  two  of 
these  were  joined  together  by  hinges  to  allow  them  to 
bend  up  and  down  in  passing  the  dams  and  sluices  ; 
and  as  the  men  became  accustomed  to  the  work,  and 
the  channels  were  straightened  and  improved  as  ex- 
perience dictated,  the  number  of  sections  in  each  boat 
was  increased  till  at  last  their  whole  length  reached 
one  hundred  and  eighty  feet.  They  were  linked  to- 
gether almost  exactly  as  are  railroad  cars  in  a  train. 
The  steering  was  done  with  long  oars  or  sweeps,  as 
upon  a  raft.  We  are  told  that  "machinery  was  de- 
vised for  jointing  and  putting  together  the  planks  of 
which  these  boats  were  made,  and  the  hands  became 
so  expert  that  five  men  would  put  one  of  the  sections 
together  and  launch  it  in  forty-five  minutes."  Boats 
of  this  description  were  used  on  the  Lehigh  till  the 
end  of  the  year  1831,  when  the  Delaware  division  of 
the  Pennsylvania  Canal  was  partially  finished.  In 
the  last  year  forty  thousand  nine  hundred  and  sixty- 
six  tons  of  coal  were  sent  down,  which  required  the 
building  of  so  many  boats  that  had  they  all  been  put 
together,  end  to  end,  they  would  have  extended  more 
than  thirteen  miles.  None  of  the  boats  made  more 
than  one  trip,  for  arriving  in  Philadelphia  they  were 
broken  up  and  the  planks  were  sold  for  lumber,  while 
the  spikes,  hinges,  and  other  iron  work  were  returned 
to  Mauch  Chunk.  The  hands  employed  in  running 
the  boats  walked  back  for  a  period  of  two  or  three 
years,  when  rough  wagons  were  placed  on  the  road  by 
some  of  the  tavern-keepers,  on  which  they  were  car- 
ried for  a  small  compensation. 

This  descending  navigation  by  artificial  freshets  on 
the  Lehigh  was  the  first  of  which  there  is  any  record 
used  as  a  permanent  thing.  It  is  stated,  however,  that 
in  the  expedition  in  1779  under  Gen.  Sullivan,  Gen. 
James  Clinton  successfully  made  use  of  the  expedi- 
ent to  extricate  his  division  of  the  army  from  some 
difficulty  on  the  east  branch  of  the  Susquehanna  and 
erected  a  temporary  dam  across  the  outlet  of  Otsego 
Lake,  which  accumulated  water  enough  to  float  them 
when  let  off,  and  carry  them  down  the  river. 

It  soon  became  evident,  so  great  was  the  consump- 
tion of  lumber  for  boats,  that  the  coal  business  could 
not  be  carried  on,  even  on  a  small  scale,  without  a 
communication  by  water  with  the  pine  forests  about 
sixteen  miles  above  Mauch  Chunk,  on  the  upper  sec- 
tion of  the  Lehigh.  But  to  effect  this  was  very  diffi- 
cult, as  the  river  in  that  distance  had  a  fall  of  about 
three  hundred  feet  over  a  very  rough,  rocky  bed,  with 
shores  so  forbidding  that  in  only  two  places  above 
Lausanne  had  horses  been  got  down  to  the  river.  To 
improve  the  navigation  it  became  necessary  to  begin 
operations  at  the  upper  end,  and  to  cart  all  the  tools 
and  provisions  by  a  circuitous  and  rough  road  through 
the  wilderness,  and  then  to  build  a  boat  for  each  load 
to  be  sent  down  to  the  place  where  the  hands  were 
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at  work  by  the  channels  which  they  had  previously 
prepared.  Before  these  channels  were  effected  an  at- 
,  tempt  was  made  to  send  down  planks,  singly,  from 
the  pine  region,  but  they  became  bruised  and  broken 
upon  the  rocks  before  they  reached  Mauch  Chunk. 
The  plan  of  sending  down  single  logs  was  then  re- 
sorted to,  and  men  were  sent  along  the  river  to  clear 
them  from  the  rocks  when  they  became  lodged,  but 
it  frequently  happened  that  when  they  got  near 
Mauch  Chunk  a  sudden  freshet  would  sweep  them 
over  the  dam,  and  they  would  be  lost.  These  diffi- 
culties were  overcome  in  1823  by  the  construction  of 
the  channels  to  which  allusion  has  just  been  made. 
The  work  gave  rise  to  an  increase  of  the  capital  stock 
of  ninety-six  thousand  and  thirty  dollars,  making 
the  total  amount  subscribed  five  hundred  thousand 
dollars. 

By  the  conclusion  of  the  year  1825,  when  the  com- 
pany sent  down  the  river  twenty-eight  thousand  three 
hundred  and  ninety-three  tons  of  anthracite,  it  be- 
came evident  that  the  business  could  not  be  extended 
fast  enough  to  keep  apace  with  the  demand  of  the 
market  as  long  as  the  company  was  compelled  to  build 
a  new  boat  for  each  load  of  coal  they  shipped.  The 
pine  forest,  too,  was  being  whittled  away  at  the  rate 
of  more  than  four  hundred  acres  per  year,  which  in- 
dicated that  it  would  soon  entirely  disappear,  as  the 
demand  upon  it  must  increase. 

These  considerations,  in  conjunction  with  the  fact 
that  the  Schuylkill  region  had  an  uninterrupted 
slack-water  navigation,  which  allowed  the  upward 
as  well  as  the  downward  passage  of  boats, — admit- 
ting, of  course,  of  any  desired  extension  of  the  coal 
trafiBc, — led  the  Lehigh  Coal  and  Navigation  Com- 
pany to  embark  upon  a  scheme  for  securing  a  per- 
manent ascending  navigation. 

The  Slack-Water  or  Ascending  Navigation  of 
the  Lehigh.  —  The  first  plan  for  the  ascending 
navigation  of  the  Lehigh  was  one  which  contem- 
plated the  use  of  steamboats.  The  acting  man- 
agers (White  and  Hazard)  provided  for^ a  steamboat 
navigation  with  locks  one  hundred  and  thirty  feet 
long  and  thirty  feet  wide,  which  would  accommodate 
a  steamboat  carrying  one  hundred  and  fifty  tons  of 
coal.  These  locks  were  constructed  peculiarly  and 
adapted  to  river  navigation.  The  gates  operated 
upon  the  same  principle  with  the  sluice-gates  in  the 
dams  for  making  artificial  freshets,  and  were  raised 
or  let  down  by  the  application  or  removal  of  a  hy- 
drostatic pressure  below  them.  The  first  mile  of  the 
river  below  Mauch  Chunk  was  arranged  for  this  kind 
of  navigation.  The  locks  proved  to  be  perfectly 
effective,  and  could  be  filled  or  emptied,  notwith- 
standing their  magnitude,  in  three  minutes,  or  about 
half  the  time  of  the  ordinary  lock.  Application  was 
then  made  to  the  Legislature  for  an  act  for  the  im- 
provement of  the  river  Delaware  upon  this  plan,  but 
the  authorities  decided  upon  the  construction  of  a 
canal  along  that  river,  and  this,  of  course,  put  an 


end  to  the  project  of  putting  steamboats  upon  the 
Lehigh. 

Early  in  the  year  1827  it  was  finally  decided  to  go 
on  with  a  canal  and  slack-water  navigation  from 
Mauch  Chunk  to  Easton.  For  that  purpose  the  com- 
pany employed  Canvass  White  as  the  principal  engi- 
neer. He  was  a  gentleman  of  fine  character  and 
much  experience,  who  had  occupied  a  prominent 
position  on  the  corps  which  had  surveyed  for  and 
constructed  the  Erie  of  New  York.  He  recom- 
mended the  construction  of  a  canal  of  the  then  ordi- 
nary size  capable  of  accommodating  boats  of  twenty- 
five  tons  burden.  Messrs.  Josiah  White  and  Erskine 
Hazard,  however,  argued  that  the  same  number  of 
hands  could  manage  a  much  larger  boat,  and  the 
only  items  of  increase  in  expense  would  be  for  the 
original  construction  and  perhaps  an  additional  horse 
for  towing.  Every  ton  of  coal  transported  could  be 
carried  cheaper  by  this  arrangement  than  by  the 
one  which  contemplated  smaller  boats.  Finally, 
Canvass  White  made  two  estimates,  one  for  a  canal 
forty  feet  wide,  and  the  other  for  one  sixty  feet  wide. 
The  difference  in  the  estimates  being  only  about 
thirty  thousand  dollars,  the  company  decided  upon 
the  construction  of  the  larger  one.  The  dimensions 
of  the  navigation  were  fixed  at  sixty  feet  wide  on  the 
surface  and  five  feet  deep,  and  the  locks  one  hundred 
feet  long  and  twenty-two  feet  wide,  adapted  to  boats 
of  one  hundred  and  twenty  tons. 

The  work  was  at  once  laid  out  and  let  to  contractors, 
who  commenced  their  operations  about  midsummer. 
The  engineer  corps,  under  Canvass  White,  was  com- 
posed as  follows :  On  the  upper  division,  commencing 
one  mile  below  Mauch  Chunk,  Isaac  A.  Chapman,  of 
Wilkesbarre,  and  W.  Milner  Roberts  and  Solomon 
W.  Roberts,  of  Philadelphia;  on  the  middle  division 
were  Anthony  B.  Warford,  of  New  York,  Benjamin 
Aycrigg,  of  New  Jersey,  and  Ashbel  Welch ;  on  the 
lower  division  were  John  Hopkins  and  George  E. 
Hoffman,  both  of  New  York,  and  William  K.  Huff- 
nagle,  of  Philadelphia.  Edward  Miller,  of  Philadel- 
phia, soon  afterward  joined  the  corps.  Instructions 
were  given  the  chief  engineer  by  the  company  to 
make  canals  in  lieu  of  river  improvements  only 
when  they  would  be  cheaper  and  more  effective.  His 
report  stated  that  "  the  length  of  the  canal  would  be 
thirty-four  and  three-fourths  miles,  and  ten  miles  of 
pools  with  tow-paths  the  whole  distance,  and  the 
estimate  of  the  expense  seven  hundred  and  eighty- 
one  thousand  three  hundred  and  three  dollars." 

"The  improved  navigation,''  says  the  author  of  the 
memoir  of  Josiah  White,  "  was  commenced  in  1827, 
and  vigorously  prosecuted  and  completed  in  two 
years."  Commissioners  were  appointed  by  the  Gov- 
ernor in  June,  1829,  who  reported  on  the  3d  of  the 
following  month  that  the  work  was  completed,  ac- 
cording to  law,  as  far  as  Mauch  Chunk.  "  We  are, 
indeed,  surprised,"  they  said,  "to  find  a  new  canal 
forty-five  feet  wide  at  the  bottom,  sixty  feet  wide  at  the 
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top,  calculated  for  five  feet  depth  of  water,  stand  as 
well  as  this  has  done.  Whenever  there  is  any  danger 
to  be  apprehended  to  the  bank,  from  the  rise  of  water 
in  the  river,  the  bank  of  the  canal  is  protected  by 
good  slope-walls.  The  locks  are  composed  of  good 
stone  laid  in  hydraulic  cement.  Notwithstanding  the 
size  of  the  locks,  everything  being  new,  and  the  gate- 
keepers inexperienced,  the  average  time  of  passing 
the  locks  was  about  five  minutes.  There  are  forty- 
five  lift-locks,  in  number  of  six,  seven,  eight,  and 
nine  feet  fall,  all  of  twenty-two  feet  by  one  hundred 
feet,  except  the  four  upper  ones,  near  Mauch  Chunk, 
which  are  thirty  feet  by  one  hundred  and  thirty  feet, 
overcoming  a  fall  of  three  hundred  and  sixty  and 
eighty-seven  one-hundredths  feet  in  a  distance  of 
forty-six  and  three-fourths  iniles,  and  there  are  also 
six  guard-locks.  The  dams  are  eight  in  number ;  they 
are  built  of  timber  and  stone  in  a  very  substantial 
manner,  with  stone  abutments,  and  of  the  following 
height:  five,  thirteen,  eight,  sixteen,  twelve,  six,  seven 
and  one-half,  and  ten  feet  from  surface  to  surface. 
On  the  whole  the  work  appears  to  have  been  con- 
structed with  a  view  to  service  and  durability,  and  the 
corporation,  in  our  opinion,  is  entitled  to  much  com- 
mendation for  the  promptness  and  energy  displayed 
in  the  prosecution  and  completion  of  this  great  public 
improvement.'' 

By  this  time  a  total  change  had  taken  place  in  the 
views  of  the  community  respecting  the  undertaking 
of  the  Lehigh  Company.  The  improvement  of  the 
river  had  been  demonstrated  to  be  perfectly  practi- 
cable, and  the  extensive  coal  field  owned  by  the  com- 
pany was  no  longer  to  be  regarded  as  of  problematical 
value.  The  Legislature  of  1818  was  now  censured 
for  having  granted  such  valuable  privileges,  and  all 
of  the  "craziness"  of  the  original  enterprise  was  lost 
sight  of.  Hence  applications  to  the  Legislature  for  a 
change  in  their  charter  (for  the  purpose  of  increasing 
the  capital,  as  was  deemed  necessary  to  carry  on  the 
work)  were  thwarted  by  the  influence  of  adverse  in- 
terests. It  was  evident  that  such  a  change  as  the 
company  desired  could  not  be  secured  without  a  sac- 
rifice of  some  of  the  valuable  privileges  secured  by 
the  charter.  Therefore  resort  was  had  to  loans,  to 
enable  the  company  to  complete  the  work  required 
by  law,  and  these  were  readily  procured,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  good  faith  always  evinced  in  the  busi- 
ness of  the  company,  and  their  evidently  prosperous 
circumstances. 

The  Delaware  division  was  not  regularly  oponed 
for  navigation  until  three  years  after  the  Lehigh  im- 
provement was  made,  and  the  delay  caused  the  loss 
of  eight  dividends  to  the  Lehigh  Company,  they  being 
compelled  to  use  temporary  boats  which  were  very 
expensively  moved  upon  the  Lehigh  Canal.  This 
not  only  prevented  the  increase  of  the  company's 
coal  business  on  the  Lehigh,  but  also  turned  the  at- 
tention of  persons  desirous  of  entering  into  the  coal 
business  to  the  Schuylkill  coal  region,  which  caused 


Pottsville  to  spring  up  with  great  rapidity  and  fur- 
nish numerous  dealers  to  spread  the  Schuylkill  coal 
through  the  market,  while  the  company  was  the  only 
dealer  in  Lehigh  coal.  In  this  manner  the  Schuyl- 
kill coal  trade  got  in  advance  of  that  of  the  Lehigh. 

In  the  mean  time  the  company  had  built  the  gravity 
railroad  from  the  Summit  Mines  to  the  river,  which  is 
fully  described  in  the  chapter  on  Mauch  Chunk,  and 
in  1831  they  constructed  a  similar  railroad  from  Nes- 
quehoning  to  the  landing. 

As  the  time  at  which  the  original  act  of  the  Legis- 
lature required  the  navigation  improvement  to  be 
completed  to  Stoddartsville  was  now  approaching, 
and  the  attention  of  the  public  was  attracted  to  the 
Second  or  Beaver  Meadow  coal  region,  it  became  ne- 
cessary to  look  to  the  commencement  of  that  work. 
It  was  evident  that  the  descending  navigation  by 
artificial  freshets  would  not  be  satisfactory  to  the  Leg- 
islature, who  had  reserved  the  right  of  compelling 
the  construction  of  a  complete  slack-water  navigation. 
The  extraordinary  fall  in  the  upper  section  of  the 
Lehigh  rendered  its  improvement  by  locks  of  the 
ordinary  lift  impracticable,  as  the  locks  would  have 
been  so  close  together,  and  would  have  caused  so 
much  detention  in  their  use,  as  to  render  the  naviga- 
tion too  expensive  to  be  available  to  the  public.  The 
plan  of  high  lifts  was  proposed  by  the  managers  as 
one  that  would  overcome  this  difficulty,  and  in  1835, 
Edwin  A.  Douglass  was  appointed  as  engineer  to  carry 
it  into  execution.  The  work  as  high  as  the  mouth  of 
the  Quakake  was  put  under  contract  in  June,  1835, 
and  from  thence  to  White  Haven  in  October  of  the 
same  year.  The  descending  navigation  above  Wright's 
Creek  was  also  put  under  contract  in  the  same  year. 

On  the  13th  of  March,  1837,  the  Legislature  passed 
an  act  authorizing  the  Lehigh  Coal  and  Navigation 
Company  to  construct  a  railroad  to  connect  the  North 
Branch  Division  of  the  Pennsylvania  Canal  with  the 
slack-water  navigation  of  the  Lehigh,  and  increasing 
their  capital  to  one  million  six  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars, at  the  same  time  repealing  so  much  of  the  former 
act  as  required  or  provided  for  the  completion  of  a 
slack-water  navigation  between  Wright's  Creek  (near 
White  Haven)  and  Stoddartsville.  This  act  was  ac- 
cepted by  the  stockholders  of  the  company  on  May 
10,  1837. 

The  whole  work  of  the  navigation  required  by  the 
acts  of  the  Legislature  was  completed,  and  the  Gov- 
ernor's commission  given  to  the  inspectors  to  examine 
the  last  of  it  on  March  19,  1838.  The  commissioners 
appointed,  Samuel  Breck,  N.  Beach,  and  Owen  Rice, 
made  their  report,  showing  a  highly  satisfactory  con- 
dition, on  the  12th  of  June  following.  The  descend- 
ing navigation  from  Stoddartsville  with  "beartrap"' 
locks  to  connect  with  the  ascending  navigation  at 
White  Haven  made  a  continuous  line  of  communica- 


1  For  the  definition  of  this  term,  or  rather  the  account  of  ita  original 
application,  see  chapter  on  Mauch  Chunk  borough. 
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tion  and  traffic  from  the  head-waters  of  the  Lehigh  to 
Easton  on  the  Delaware,  and  from  thence  by  the  Dela- 
ware Canal  to  tide- water  at  Bristol,  a  distance  of  one 
hundred  and  forty-four  miles. 

The  original  plan  in  the  minds  of  the  originators  of 
the  works  was  to  connect  their  navigation  at  White 
Haven,  on  the  Lehigh,  by  canal  with  the  Susquehanna 
River  at  Berwick,  along  the  valley  of  Nescopeck  Creek, 
and  by  railroad  with  Wilkesbarre  on  the  same  river. 
The  early  law  authorizing  the  canal  was  revived  in 
1834,  and  the  route  was  surveyed  and  estimates  made 
by  E.  A.  Douglass  in  1836.  But  as  the  fall  to  be  over- 
come both  ways  was  so  great  (one  thousand  and  thirty- 
eight  feet),  and  water  scarce  on  the  mountains,  the 
idea  was  abandoned. 

In  1837  it  was  determined  by  the  company  to  pro- 
ceed with  the  construction  of  the  railroad,  and  it  was 
put  under  contract  the  same  year,  after  a  very  thor- 
ough examination  of  the  country  by  Mr.  Douglass,  in 
order  to  ascertain  the  best  location  for  it  through  the 
very  rough  and  mountainous  country  over  which  it 
was  to  pass  between  the  two  rivers.  To  build  this 
road  required  some  very  bold  engineering,  including 
a  tunnel  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  forty-three 
feet  long,  and  three  inclined  planes  from  the  top  of 
the  mountain  down  through  "Solomon's  Gap"  into 
the  valley  of  the  Susquehanna.  These  three  planes 
were  very  substantially  built.  The  loaded  coal-cars 
were  drawn  upon  their  tracks  out  of  the  valley  by 
powerful  stationary  engines,  and  then  taken  over  the 
railroad  to  the  Lehigh,  where  their  contents  were 
transferred  to  boats.  The  height  the  coal  was  raised 
was  about  one  thousand  feet,  and  the  planes  were  re- 
spectively four  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ninety- 
four,  three  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-five, 
and  four  thousand  three  hundred  and  sixty-one  feet 
in  length, — on  the  first  the  grade  being  about  five  feet 
to  the  hundred,  on  the  second,  eight  and  six-tenths 
feet,  and  on  the  third,  nine  feet.  This  road  and  its 
tunnel  (nearly  one-third  of  a  mile  in  length),  the 
planes  and  heavy  machinery  were  finally  completed 
and  put  in  use,  after  some  delay  in  consequence  of 
the  daniage  to  the  canal  by  the  freshet  of  1841,  and 
answered  all  of  the  purposes  intended.  It  was  a  work 
unprecedented  at  the  time  in  the  United  States. 

Following  is  a  tabular  statement  of  the  tonnage  of 
the  Lehigh  Coal  and  Navigation  Company,  by  the 
Lehigh  Canal,  since  the  commencement  of  the  coal 
trade  in  1820 : 

Year.  Tonnage. 

1820 366 

1821 1,073 

1822 2,240 

1823 6,823 

1824 9,541 

1825 28,393 

1826 31,280 

1827 32,074 

1828 30,232 

1829 23,110 

18:i0 41,760 

1831 40,960 

1832 70,000 

1833 123,000 

1834 106,244 

1835 131,250 


Year.  Tonnage. 

1836 148,211 

1837 223,902 

1838 213,616 

1839 221,026 

1840 226,318 

1841 243,037 

1842 272,646 

1843 207,793 

1844 : ,^77,002 

1846 429,453 

1846 617,116 

1847 633,507 

1848 670,321 

1849 781,666 

1860 690,456 

IS.'il 964,224 

1852 1,072,136 

1853 1,064,309 

1864 1,207,186 

1855 1,275,050 

1866 1,186,230 

1867 90n,314 

1868 908,800 

1859 1,060,669 


The  Lehigh  and  Susquehanna  Railroad  came 
into  existence  through  the  enterprise  of  the  Lehigh 
Coal  and  Navigation  Company,  and  as  a  logical  result 
of  that  corporation's  progressiveness  and  the  increased 
demand  for  transportation  down  the  valley.  The 
immediate  cause  of  its  construction,  however,  was  a 
disaster.  The  great  flood  of  the  4th  and  5th  of  June, 
1862,  resulted  in  the  almost  complete  destruction  of 
the  company's  costly  improvements  on  the  Upper 
Lehigh.  A  heavy  and  continuous  rain,  which  com- 
menced on  the  afternoon  of  the  8d  and  fell  with  more 
or  less  intensity  until  about  one  o'clock  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  5th,  effected  a  rapid  rise  in  the  Lehigh  and 
its  tributary  streams  above  Mauch  Chunk.  Many  of 
the  mill-dams  upon  them  gave  way,  and  the  freshet 
on  that  part  of  the  river  became  so  great  on  the  after- 
noon of  the  4th  as  to  cause  the  booms  placed  at  and 
near  White  Haven  to  give  way,  thus  casting  adrift  a 
large  quantity  of  saw-logs  and  other  timber  to  pursue 
an  almost  resistless  course  down  the  stream.  Many 
of  the  dams  and  guard-banks  of  the  Lehigh  Coal  and 
Navigation  Company's  canal,  unable  to  withstand  the 
combined  accumulation  of  water  and  logs,  yielded  to 
their  force.  It  was  thought  by  many  that  Dam  No.  4, 
near  White  Haven,  was  the  first  torn  away,  and  that 
the  water  and  lumber  thus  let  loose,  gathering  force 
as  they  pursued  their  downward  career,  partly  carried 
away  or  seriously  injured  most  of  the  dams  and  locks 
between  White  Haven  and  Mauch  Chunk.  In  some 
instances  locks  were  entirely  swept  away,  leaving  no 
vestige,  and  parts  of  the  canal  so  completely  destroyed 
that  a  stranger  viewing  the  scene  would  not  suspect 
that  one  ever  existed  thwe.  The  breaking  of  Dam 
No.  4  occurred  about  nightfall,  and  no  doubt  the 
greater  number  of  those  broken  followed  as  soon  as 
the  great  wave  suddenly  let  loose  reached  them, 
though  some  of  them  did  not  give  way  until  much 
later  in  the  night.' 

On  the  upper  part  of  the  company's  works  the 
damage  from  this  flood  was  so  great  that  it  would 


1  From  "  Incidents  of  the  Freshet  on  the  Lehigh  River,  Sixth  month, 
4th  and  5th,  1862,"  a  pamphlet  published  in  1863. 
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probably  have  required   two-thirds  of  the  original 
cost  of  the  improvements  to  have  replaced  them. 

It  was  commonly  believed  that  the  giving  way  of 
the  large  dams  had  been  the  chief  cause  of  the  large 
damage  done  all  along  the  valley,  and  there  arose  a 
strong  popular  feeling  against  their  being  rebuilt. 
This  opposition  culminated  in  the  passage  of  an  act 
by  the  Legislature,  March  4,  1863,  prohibiting  the 
rebuilding  of  dams  on  the  Upper  Lehigh  for  canal 
purposes,  because  of  the  peril  to  which  they  subjected 
people  and  property.  In  lieu  of  this  right  the  As- 
sembly granted  the  company  a  charter  for  a  railroad 
from  Mauch  Chunk  to  White  Haven,  to  connect  with 
the  railroad  built  from  that  place  to  Wilkesbarre  in 
the  period  from  1837  to  1842.  On  March  16,  1864,  a 
supplementary  act  was  passed  authorizing  the  com- 
pany to  extend  the  road  to  Easton.  Thus  a  line  of 
railroad  communication  was  secured  which  entirely 
supplanted  the  canal  and  slack-water  navigation 
above  Mauch  Chunk,  and  largely  relieved  the  over- 
burdened canal  below  that  point.  The  road  was  soon 
built,  and  the  Lehigh  Coal  and  Navigation  Company 
continued  to  operate  it  until  1871,  when  it  was  leased 
to  the  company  owning  the  Central  Railroad  of  New 
Jersey,  by  which  it  was  managed  until  the  recent  lease 
was  made  to  the  Philadelphia  and  Beading  Railroad 
Company. 

Prior  to  the  building  of  the  Lehigh  and  Susque- 
hanna Railroad,  authority  had  been  procured  to  con- 
struct the  Nesquehoning  Valley  Railroad.  The  act 
passed  the  State  Senate  April  12,  1861,  and  the 
House  April  16th,  and,  reaching  the  Governor,  was 
disapproved  and  returned.  The  Senate  passed  it  over 
the  objection  May  8th,  and  the  House  May  14th. 
The  incorporators  were  John  Leiseuring,  Thomas  L. 
Foster,  J.  B.  Moorhead,  Jacob  P.  Jones,  Samuel  E. 
Stokes,  R.  H.  Powell,  Andrew  Manderson,  James  S. 
Cox,  and  Samuel  Hepburn.  The  capital  stock  was 
to  consist  of  ten  thousand  shares  at  fifty  dollars  each. 
Quite  a  variety  of  privileges  were  extended  by  the 
charter,  the  company  being  empowered  to  construct 
a  railroad  from  the  Lehigh  Canal,  near  Nesquehoning 
Creek  to  the  head- waters  of  the  same,  and  also  to  con- 
struct branch  roads,  not  exceeding  two  miles  in 
length  each,  with  the  privilege  of  connecting  with 
the  canal,  the  Beaver  Meadow  Railroad,  the  Lehigh 
Valley  Railroad,  the  coal-mine  road  of  the  Lehigh 
Coal  and  Navigation  Company  in  Nesquehoning  and 
Panther  Creek  Valleys,  ■•  and  such  other  railroads  as 
are  now  or  may  be  hereafter  constructed  contiguous 
to  the  said  Nesquehoning  Valley  Railroad  or  its 
branches."  The  road  was  duly  built,  received  the 
coal  traffic  formerly  belonging  to  the  Gravity  and 
"Switchback"  Railroads,  was  merged  with  the  Le- 
high and  Susquehanna  Railroad,  and  passed  by  lease 
successively  to  the  company  managing  the  Central 
Railroad  of  New  Jersey,  and  the  Philadelphia  and 
Reading  Railroad  Company.  From  the  time  it  was 
opened  until   it  was   merged  with   the  Lehigh  and 


Susquehanna  Railroad,  its  tonnage  was  as  follows : 
1863,  9086.01;  1864,  125,159.16;  1865,  200,437.09; 
1866,  322,229.17. 

The  Lehigh  Coal  and  Navigation  Company  built, 
in  1861-62,  a  railroad  from  Hauto  to  Tamaqua  called 
the  Tamaqua  Branch,  which,  after  passsing  through 
several  changes  in  proprietorship,  is  now  operated  by 
the  Philadelphia  and  Reading  Railroad  Company. 
Another  road  was  also  built  by  the  company  which 
extended  from  the  Summit  Station  of  the  Catawissa, 
Williamsport,  and  Erie  Railroad  to  Audenried. 

Following  are  statistics  from  the  last  report  of  the 
Philadelphia  and  Reading  Railroad  Company  : 

Miles  of  lines  owned,  leased,  and  controlled 2,968 

Locomotives 882 

Passenger-cars 919 

Coal-,  freight-,  and  other  cars 55,190 

Passengers  carried 20,500,000 

Coal,  tons  (2240  pounds) 13,800,000 

Merchandise,  tons  (2000  pounds) 9,500,000 

Gross  earnings,  all  lines ^4.500,000 

Net  earnings,  all  lines 35,000,000 

Capital  stock 34,724.376 

Funded  debt 82,039,485 

Deferred  income  bonds 7.648,807 

Floating  debt 6,042,386 

Acres  of  coal  lands  owned  and  controlled 201,000 

We  have  spoken  of  the  Lehigh  and  Susquehanna 
Railroad  and  the  smaller  railroad  improvements  of 
the  Coal  and  Navigation  Company  to  conclude  the 
account  of  the  great  operations  of  that  corporation 
which  commenced  the  work  of  providing  transporta- 
tion facilities  in  the  valley  in  1818.  Prior  to  the 
building  of  the  company's  railroad,  however,  came 
the  construction  of  the  Lehigh  Valley  Railroad  and 
the  Beaver  Meadow  Railroad.  The  latter-mentioned 
road,  although  first  built,  we  shall  reserve  for  after 
consideration,  as  it  is  now  simply  a  branch  of  the 
more  important  Lehigh  Valley  Railroad. 

John  Brown,  for  many  years  identified  with  the 
operations  of  the  Coal  and  Navigation  Company,  the 
son  of  Francis  and  Anna  Brown,  was  born  in  New- 
burgh,  N.  Y.,  where  his  parents  resided,  on  the  9th 
of  June,  1808.  Here  he  was  engaged  in  labor  on 
the  farm  until  about  fourteen  years  of  age,  when, 
on  leaving  the  paternal  roof,  he  sought  employment 
with  the  Delaware  and  Hudson  Canal  Company. 
After  a  service  of  a  few  years  he,  in  April,  1831,  came 
to  the  Lehigh  at  Mauch  Chunk,  and  was  there  for  a 
short  period  employed  as  a  common  laborer.  As  his 
services  became  valuable  he  received  promotion,  and 
remained,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  as  one  of  the 
trusted  employ^  of  the  Lehigh  Coal  and  Navigation 
Company  for  a  term  of  nearly  forty  years,  much  of 
this  time  being  either  at  White  Haven  or  Easton. 
His  last  position  was  in  connection  with  the  manage- 
ment of  all  their  canals  and  railroads.  He  retired 
from  their  service  in  1877,  since  which  time  his  ener- 
gies have  been  devoted  to  his  own  private  interests,  in 
coal,  iron,  lumber,  and  slate.  Mr.  Brown  was,  on  the 
7th  of  December,  1840,  married  to  Miss  Maria  Stoddart, 
of  Stoddartsville,  and  has  four  children,  three  daugh- 
ters and  one  son.  In  religion  he  was  educated  a  Pres- 
byterian, and  is  still  a  supporter  of  that  church.     In 
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politics  he  is  a  Republican,  but  does  not  confine  his 
vote  to  that  party,  always  indorsing  tlie  best  men  for 
office,  irrespective  of  party  affiliations.  Mr.  Brown 
has  enjoyed  an  extended  reputation  as  a  successful 
manager  of  the  interests  of  large  corporations,  and  as 
a  man  of  integrity  and  sound  judgment  in  all  business 
matters.  On  retiring  from  his  official  position  Easton 
became  his  permanent  residence. 

The  Lehigh  Valley  Railroad.— This  important 
railroad,  the  first  opened  through  the  valley,  had  its 
inception  in  the  efforts  of  a  few  enterprising  and 
far-seeing  men  in  Lehigh  and  Northampton,  and 
was  carried  to  successful  completion  and  prosperous 
operation  chiefly  through  the  labors  of  an  eminent 
citizen  of  Carbon  County,  Hon.  Asa  Packer,  for  many 
years  its  efficient  president. 

The  first  definite  movement  toward  the  undertaking 
of  the  enterprise  of  establishing  rail  communication 
in  the  Lehigh  Valley,  of  which  we  have  any  knowl- 
edge, was  made  in  a  public  meeting  at  Allentown,  of 
which  Hon.  Jacob  Dillinger  was  president;  Dr.  Jesse 
Samuels  and  Maj.  William  Fry,  vice-presidents  ;  and 
Samuel  Marx,  secretary.  Hon.  Henry  King  made 
a  strong  speech  calculated  to  arouse  the  popular  feel- 
ing in  favor  of  securing  a  railroad,  and  a  committee 
of  thirteen  was  appointed  to  draw  up  resolutions  ex- 
pressive of  the  sense  of  the  meeting.  At  an  adjourned 
meeting  they  reported  the  following  : 

"  Resolved^  That  the  people  of  Lehigh  and  of  the  valley  of  the  Lehigh 
generally  ought  to  make  every  effort  in  their  power  to  obtain  the  neces- 
sary charter,  and  promote  the  construction  of  a  railroad  from  the  Dela- 
ware up  the  river  Lehigh  to  the  Lehigh  and  Schuylkill  region." 

It  was  resolved,  also,  that  a  petition  for  a  charter  be 
printed  and  circulated  for  signatures,  and  five  per- 
sons in  Allentown,  and  three  in  each  township  in  the 
county,  were  appointed  to  solicit  signatures.  A  bill 
was  duly  prepared  and  submitted  to  the  Assembly, 
and  although  there  was  strong  opposition  manifested, 
it  was  passed  April  21,  1846.  It  was  carried  through 
the  Legislature  mainly  by  the  exertions  of  Dr. 
Jesse  Samuels,  representative  from  Lehigh  County. 
This  act  incorporated  the  Delaware,  Lehigh,  Schuyl- 
kill and  Susquehanna  Railroad  Company.  On  May 
6,  1846,  the  commissioners  named  in  the  act — Peter 
Mickley,  Caspar  Kleckner,  Benjamin  Ludwig,  Chris- 
tian Pretz,  Peter  Huber,  William  Edeleman,  Henry 
King,  and  George  Brobst  (of  Lehigh  County),  and 
Asa  Packer,  Stephen  Balliet,  John  D.  Bowman,  and 
Thomas  Craig  (of  Carbon  County) — met  at  George 
Haberacker's  hotel  in  Allentown,  to  effect  an  organ- 
ization and  to  open  books  for  stock  subscriptions. 
There  seemed  to  be  but  little  faith  in  the  project  on 
the  part  of  capitalists ;  for,  although  the  commis- 
sioners were  active  in  their  endeavors  to  advance  the 
project,  it  was  not  until  Aug.  2,  1847,  that  a  sufficient 
amount  of  stock  was  secured  for  a  commencement. 
On  that  day  five  thousand  and  two  shares  had  been 
taken,  on  each  of  which  an  installment  of  five  dollars 
had  been  paid. 


After  considerable  trouble  the  letters  patent  were 
issued,  and  on  Oct.  21,  1847,  the  first  election  for  offi- 
cers was  held,  resulting  as  follows :  President,  James 
M.  Porter ;  Managers,  Dudley  S.  Gregory,  John  S. 
Dorsey,  John  P.  Jackson,  Daniel  Mclntyre,  Edward 
R.  Biddle,  and  John  N.  Hutchinson  ;  Secretary,  John 
N.  Hutchinson.  These  officers  were  re-elected  for  the 
years  1848,  1849,  and  1850.  In  the  fall  of  1850  the 
first  survey  of  the  road  was  made  from  the  mouth  of 
the  Mahoning  Creek  to  Easton  by  Roswell  B.  Mason, 
civil  engineer.  Early  in  1851  the  canal  commissioners 
of  the  State  appointed  Jacob  Dillinger  and  Jesse 
Samuels  as  a  committee  to  ascertain  whether  the  pro- 
posed railroad  would  injure  the  canal  of  the  Lehigh 
Coal  and  Navigation  Company  or  obstruct  its  works. 
They  reported  that  it  would  not,  and  the  court  imme- 
diately authorized  Mr.  Hutchinson  to  commence  the 
construction  of  the  road,  the  time  limited  by  the  char- 
ter for  its  beginning  having  almost  expired.  Mr.  Dil- 
linger was  appointed  superintendent,  and  Dr.  Sam- 
uels engineer. 

On  April  4,  1851,  seventeen  days  before  the  charter 
would  have  expired  by  its  own  limitation,  Asa  Packer 
became  one  of  the  board  of  managers.  On  that  day 
the  court  sanctioned  the  grading  of  one  mile  of  rail- 
road near  Allentown,  thus  avoiding  the  default  by 
limitation.  On  the  31st  of  October  following,  Mr. 
Packer  became  the  purchaser  of  nearly  all  the  stock 
which  had  been  subscribed,  and  commenced  to  obtain 
additional  subscriptions  with  a  view  to  the  prompt 
construction  of  the  road.  Mr.  Robert  H.  Sayre,  who 
held  a  responsible  position  with  the  Lehigh  Coal  and 
Navigation  Company,  was  appointed  chief  engineer 
of  the  railroad  company  in  the  spring  of  1852,  and 
on  May  11th  commenced  the  survey  and  location  of 
the  line,  completing  it  in  the  latter  part  of  June. 
About  the  1st  of  October  he  again  engaged  a  corps  of 
assistants,  and  started  upon  the  work  of  permanently 
locating  the  road,  finishing  it  during  the  winter. 

Judge  Packer  on  the  27th  of  November,  1852,  sub- 
mitted a  proposition  for  constructing  the  railroad 
from  opposite  Mauch  Chunk,  where  it  would  touch 
the  Beaver  Meadow  Railroad,  to  Easton,  where  it 
would  connect  with  the  Central  Railroad  of  New 
Jersey  and  the  Belvidere  Delaware  Railroad,  agree- 
ing to  receive  in  payment  for  the  work  the  company's 
stock  and  bonds.  This  proposition  was  accepted,  and 
work  was  commenced  immediately  at  each  end  of  the 
line. 

The  name  of  the  corporation  was  changed  to  the 
Lehigh  Valley  Railroad  Company  by  act  of  the  Leg- 
islature, passed  Jan.  7,  1853.  On  the  10th  of  Jan- 
uary, James  M.  Porter  was  re-elected  president; 
John  N.  Hutchinson,  treasurer  and  secretary ;  Wil- 
liam Hackett,  David  Barnet,  William  H.  Gatzmer, 
Henry  King,  John  T.  Johnston,  and  John  O.  Stearns, 
managers.  The  work  was  prosecuted  by.  Judge  Packer 
with  unceasing  vigor.  Very  formidable  obstructions 
had,  however,  to   be   overcome   at   many  points   in 
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making  the  roadway.  In  some  places  rocky  bluffs, 
rising  to  a  great  height  directly  from  the  water's  edge, 
had  to  be  excavated  by  slow  and  laborious  processes. 
During  the  summer  of  1853  the  advance  in  the  prices 
of  labor,  materials,  and  provisions,  and  the  ravages  of 
cholera  throughout  the  valley,  materially  retarded  the 
work.  A  contract  for  connection  with  the  Belvidere 
Delaware  Railroad  at  Phillipsburg,  N.  J.,  made  sub- 
sequent to  the  survey  and  grading  of  the  line,  in- 
volved an  entire  change  of  plan,  much  additional 
work,  and  SLp  increased  expense.  The  difficulty  to  be 
surmounted  was  to  connect  with  two  roads  on  the 
east  bank  of  the  Delaware,  running  at  right  angles 
to  each  other,  and  varying  about  twenty-two  feet  in 
elevation.  This  required  a  style  of  bridge  as  yet 
wholly  unknown.  Much  of  the  difficulty  attending 
its  construction  arose  from  the  frequency  and  long 
continuance  of  freshets  in  the  river.  To  avoid  this 
the  greater  part  of  the  structure  was  raised  upon  wire 
cables  stretched  from  pier  to  piei-,  a  novel  under- 
taking, which  was  successfully  accomplished. 

The  community  at  large  had  not  at  this  early  period 
much  confidence  in  the  success  of  the  new  enterprise, 
and  its  securities  were  insufficient  to  realize  all  that 
was  needed  in  the  department  of  finance.  Valued 
aid  was  rendered  in  this  juncture  by  several  gentle- 
men connected  with  the  Central  Railroad  of  New 
Jersey,  who  purchased  the  Lehigh  stock  and  bonds, 
and  by  the  Camden  and  Amboy  Railroad  Company, 
which  loaned  its  securities  to  the  contractor. 

The  opening  of  the  Lehigh  Valley  Railroad  from 
South  Easton  to  Allentown  occurred  June  11,  1855, 
and  two  trains  were  run  daily  to  the  latter  place  until 
September  12th,  when  the  road  was  finished  to  Mauoh 
Chunk,  though  it  was  not  formally  accepted  from  the 
contractor  until  the  24th  of  that  month.  Up  to  the 
1st  of  October  one  train  a  day  was  run  to  Mauch 
Chunk.  From  that  time  until  the  19th  of  November 
two  passenger-trains  were  run  daily  between  Easton 
and  Mauch  Chunk,  connecting  at  the  former  place 
with  the  Philadelphia  trains  on  the  Belvidere  Dela- 
ware Railroad.  At  this  date  one  of  the  passenger- 
trains  was  withdrawn,  a  freight  train,  with  passenger- 
car  attached,  being  substituted.  Up  to  this  time  the 
road  had  been  operated  by  Judge  Packer  with  rolling 
stock  hired  from  the  Central  Railroad  Company,  but 
towards  the  close  of  1855,  a  passenger  locomotive  and 
four  cars  being  purchased,  a  new  train  was  put  on  the 
road  to  connect  with  the  early  and  late  trains  between 
Philadelphia  and  New  York,  and  at  the  same  time  a 
daily  freight  train  was  put  on,  which  left  Easton  in 
the  morning  and  returned  in  the  evening.  The  Cen- 
tral Railroad  Company  at  the  same  period  ran  mid- 
day trains  over  the  road. 

During  the  first  three  months  that  the  road  was  in 
operation  the  receipts  from  passengers  were  larger 
than  had  been  anticipated.  Those  from  coal  and  mis- 
cellaneous freight  were  limited  by  want  of  cars.  The 
coal,  iron,  and  ore  were  transported  in  cars  furnished 


by  the  Central  Railroad  Company,  the  Beaver  Meadow 
Railroad  and  Coal  Company,  and  Packer,  Carter  & 
Co.  In  the  early  part  of  October,  1855,  an  arrange- 
ment was  made  with  Howard  &  Co.,  of  Philadelphia, 
to  do  the  freighting  business  of  the  road  {except  coal, 
iron,  and  iron  ore),  they  furnishing  cars,  train-hands, 
etc.,  and  paying  a  fixed  rate  per  mile  for  toll  and 
transportation.  An  arrangement  was  also  effected 
with  the  Hope  Express  Company  of  New  York  for 
carrying  the  express  matter  at  a  given  sum  per  month. 
The  receipts  and  expenditures  for  the  three  months 
were  as  follows : 

Receipts. 
Coal.  Passengera.         Freight.  Total, 

October 8912.47  86,812.93  $94.34  $7,819.74 

November 2,648  42  6,223.44  69'' .03  9,461.89 

December 1,792.43  6,676.44  1,768.45  9,236.32 

$26,517.95 
Expenses. 

October $4,501.15 

November 5,350.60 

December 13,884.58 

■ 823,736.33 

Net  profit 82,781.62 

In  the  beginning  of  the  year  1856,  the  persons  own- 
ing the  largest  amount  of  stock  came  to  the  determi- 
nation that  it  was  best  to  remove  the  main  offices  of 
the  company  to  Philadelphia.  Judge  Porter  on  this 
account  declined  a  re-election  to  the  presidency,  being 
succeeded  on  February  5th  by  Mr.  William  W.  Long- 
streth,  who  resigned  on  the  13th  of  May  following, 
when  Mr.  J.  Gillingham  Fell  was  elected  to  the  office. 

During  the  next  few  years  a  number  of  connections 
were  made  which  added  largely  to  the  effectiveness 
of  the  road.  These  included  the  connection  with  the 
North  Pennsylvania  at  Bethlehem  in  1857,  that  with 
the  Catasauqua  and  Fogelsville Railroad'  in  the  same 
year;  the  union  with  the  Quakake  Railroad  (now  the 
Mahanoy  Division)  in  1858,  and  with  the  East  Penn- 
sylvania Railroad  in  1859.  Of  some  of  these,  and  of 
several  not  here  mentioned,  we  shall  treat  more  spe- 
cifically hereafter. 

In  the  year  1860  the  large  shops  at  Easton  for  the 
manufacture  and  repair  of  engines  and  cars  were  built. 
In  January,  1862,  steel  fire-boxes  were  introduced,  and 
in  the  following  year  steel  tires  were  first  used  on  the 
wheels  of  the  company's  rolling-stock.  In  June,  1862, 
occurred  a  great  freshet,  which  carried  away  bridges, 
emliankments,  and  track  to  the  value  of  at  least  one 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  seriously  impaired  the 
business  of  the  road.  In  this  same  year  Mr.  Fell  re- 
signed the  presidency  of  the  company,  and  Judge 
Asa  Packer  was  elected  in  his  stead. 

In  1863  forty-seven  acres  of  land  were  bought  at 
Burlington  (now  Packerton),  to  afford  space  for  the 
more  convenient  making  up  of  coal  trains,  and  to 
answer  as  a  site  for  car-  and  machine-shops,  which 
were  at  once  put  under  construction. 

In  1864,  Judge  Packer  resigned  fche  presidency,  and 
William  W.  Longstreth  was  elected  in  his  place. 

'  See  chapter  on  Internal  Improvements  in  history  of  Lehigh  County. 
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On  the  8th  of  July,  1864,  by  the  unanimous  ap- 
proval of  the  stockholders  of  the  respective  compa- 
nies, this  company  incorporated  with  itself  the  Beaver 
Meadow  Railroad  and  the  Penn  Haven  and  White 
Haven  Railroad.  The  former  road,  with  double  track, 
extended  from  East  Mauch  Chunk  to  Penn  Haven, 
and  thence  to  Beaver  Meadow,  and  by  its  various 
branches  to  the  adjoining  mines  in  Carbon  and  Schuyl- 
kill Counties.  By  this  union  the  Lehigh  Valley  Rail- 
road Company  became  owners  also  of  a  considerable 
body  of  coal-land  near  the  village  of  Beaver  Meadow. 
The  second  of  the  two  roads  thus  merged  extended 
from  Penn  Haven  Junction  to  White  Haven,  a  dis- 
tance of  seventeen  miles.  By  the  acquisition  of  these 
roads  with  their  various  important  connections  the 
Lehigh  Valley  Railroad  Company  added  at  once  very 
largely  to  its  business  of  every  description,  and  was 
put  in  a  position  of  still  greater  prosperity  for  the 
future.  At  the  same  time,  by  its  subscription  to  the 
stock  of  the  Lehigh  and  Mahanoy  Railroad  Com- 
pany, it  was  aiding  materially  an  early  extension  of 
its  business  in  other  directions. 

During  the  year  1865  the  second  track  between 
Easton  and  Mauch  Chunk  was  laid.  In  this  same 
year  the  Lehigh  Coal  and  Navigation  Company  an- 
nounced its  determination  to  build  from  Penn  Haven 
to  White  Haven.  This  made  it  necessary,  in  order  to 
secure  a  portion  of  the  Wilkesbarre  trade,  to  put  the 
extension  of  the  Lehigh  Valley  Railroad  under  con- 
tract, which  was  promptly  done.  About  this  time, 
also,  the  Morris  and  Essex  Railroad  was  opened,  con- 
necting with  the  Lehigh  Valley  at  Phillipsburg,  and 
reaching  to  Hoboken,  thus  giving  increased  facilities 
to  trade  in  that  direction. 

In  June,  1866,  by  the  unanimous  action  of  both 
companies,  the  Lehigh  and  Mahanoy  Railroad  was 
merged  with  the  Lehigh  Valley  Railroad,  thus  adding 
two  million  one  hundred  and  forty-five  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars  to  the  capital  of  this  latter 
company,  and  greatly  increasing  its  capacity  and 
facilities.  The  length  of  the  main  line  thus  added, 
from  Black  Creek  to  Mount  Carmel,  is  forty  miles. 

Judge  Packer  in  the  early  part  of  this  same  year 
purchased,  on  behalf  of  the  company,  a  controlling 
interest  in  the  North  Branch  Canal,  extending  from 
Wilkesbarre  to  the  New  York  State  line,  a  distance 
of  over  one  hundred  miles,  with  a  charter  from  the 
commonwealth,  authorizing  the  company  to  change 
its  corporate  title  to  the  Pennsylvania  and  New  York 
Canal  and  Railroad  Company,  and  to  build  a  railroad 
the  whole  length.  The  canal,  over  three-fourths  of 
which  was  embraced  in  the  purchase,  was  valued  in 
this  arrangement  at  one  million  and  fifty  thousand 
dollars.  Subscriptions  were  received  the  same  year 
for  twenty-four  thousand  four  hundred  and  sixty-two 
additional  shares  of  stock,  amounting  to  one  million 
three  hundred  and  twenty-three  thousand  dollars,  for 
the  purpose  of  extending  the  line  from  White  Haven 
to  the  Wyoming  Valley. 


This  extension  was  opened  for  business  May  29, 
1867,  greatly  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  people  of  the 
valley,  who  celebrated  the  event  at  several  localities. 
Then  the  construction  of  the  road  to  Waverly  was 
rapidly  pushed  forward. 

By  a  merger  of  the  stock  of  the  Hazelton  Railroad 
Company,  effected  June  1,  1868,  and  soon  after  by  a 
similar  arrangement  with  the  Lehigh  and  Luzerne 
Railroad,  the  Lehigh  Valley  Company  came  into 
possession  of  those  roads,  with  all  of  their  rights, 
franchises,  and  property.  By  these  mergers,  and  by 
purchase  from  the  lessees,  the  company  obtained 
sixty-five  miles  of  track,  about  eighteen  hundred  acres 
of  coal-land,  a  large  number  of  town  lots  and  other 
real  estate,  cars,  machinery,  etc.  The  railroad  of  the 
Spring  Mountain  Coal  Company,  from  Leviston  to 
Jeanesville,  was  purchased  in  August,  1868,  and  soon 
after  grading  was  commenced  for  a  short  extension 
towards  Yorktown  and  towards  the  mines  of  the  Ger- 
man Pennsylvania  Coal  Company.  On  November  2d 
the  road  of  the  Pennsylvania  and  New  York  Canal 
and  Railroad  Company  was  opened  for  business  from 
the  Lackawanna  and  Bloomsburg  Junction  to  Tunk- 
hannock.  During  the  same  year  ground  was  bought 
and  coal  pockets  erected  at  Waverly  of  sufficient  ca- 
pacity for  the  transfer  of  one  hundred  thousand  tons 
of  coal  per  year. 

Judge  Packer  was  again  elected  president  in  1868. 

The  road  of  the  Pennsylvania  and  New  York  Canal 
and  Railroad  Company  was  opened  to  Waverly,  its 
northern  terminus,  on  Sept.  20, 1869.  This  event  was 
hailed  with  evident  satisfaction  by  the  people  of 
Northern  Pennsylvania  and  Southern  and  Western 
New  York.  To  guard  its  interests  at  Buffalo,  and  to 
provide  facilities  for  transferring  coal  and  other  freight 
to  lake  vessels,  the  company  subscribed  for  thirty-four- 
fortieths  of  the  stock  of  the  Buffalo  Creek  Railroad 
Company,  and  commenced  the  work  of  construction, 
which  was  completed  in  1870.  Arrangements  were 
made  in  1877  for  running  trains  over  portions  of  the 
Erie  and  the  Southern  Central  Railroads  of  New 
York. 

In  1871,  the  company's  coal  trade  having  suffered 
for  a  number  of  years  from  the  want  of  an  indepen- 
dent outlet  to  tide-water,  a  perpetual  lease  was  made 
of  the  property  of  the  Morris  Canal  and  Banking 
Company,  by  which  arrangement  the  Lehigh  Rail- 
road Company  came  into  possession  of  a  line  of  canal 
one  hundred  and  two  miles  long,  extending  from  the 
terminus  of  the  road  at  Phillipsburg  to  Jersey  City. 

From  this  time  on  the  affairs  of  the  Lehigh  Valley 
Railroad  progressed  smoothly  and  prosperously. 
There  have  been  comparatively  few  changes  in  the 
policy  of  its  management,  but  several  benefits  have 
been  gained  as  the  results  of  that  policy,  which, 
combined,  have  given  the  road  a  prominent  place 
among  the  railroads  of  the  East,  and  place  it  in  a 
position  which  entitles  it  to  consideration  as  one  of 
the  trunk  lines  between  tide-water  and  the  lakes. 
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Several  changes  have  taken  place  among  the  of- 
ficials of  the  company  in  the  past  dozen  or  more 
years.  In  the  latter  part  of  1870,  John  P.  Cox,  the 
superintendent  of  tlie  Pennsylvania  and  New  York 
Canal  and  Railroad  Company  (now  known  simply  as 
a  portion  of  the  Lehigh  Valley  Railroad),  died  sud- 
denly, and  R.  A.  Packer  was  elected  to  fill  the  vacancy. 

Judge  Asa  Packer  remained  president  of  the  Le- 
high Valley  Railroad  until  his  death,  in  May,  1879. 
Charles  Hartshorne,  who  had  for  a  long  period  been 
vice-president,  then  acted  as  president  until  January, 
1880,  when  he  was  elected  to  the  office.  He  was  re- 
elected in  1881,  and  Harry  E.  Packer  was  chosen 
vice-president.  In  January,  1883,  Mr.  Packer  was 
elected  president,  and  Mr.  Hartshorne  vice-president. 
Mr.  Packer  held  the  office  until  his  death,  early  in 
1884. 

In  1870,  Charles  C.  Longstreth,  who  had  long  been 
treasurer  of  the  company,  died,  and  Lloyd  Chamber- 
lain, formerly  secretary,  was  then  elected  to  the  office. 
John  R.  Fanshawe  was  at  the  same  time  chosen  sec- 
retary. In  July,  1883,  William  C.  Alderson  was 
elected  treasurer,  Mr.  Lloyd  Chamberlain  having  died 
on  the  7th  of  that  month. 

Following  is  a  list  of  the  officers  and  directors  of 
the  company  as  they  stood  at  the  time  the  last  annual 
report  was  made,  Jan.  16,  1884 :  President,  Harry  E. 
Packer;  Vice-President,  Charles  Hartshorne;  Gen- 
eral Manager,  Elisha  P.  Wilbur  ;  Treasurer,  William 
C.  Alderson ;  Secretary,  John  R.  Fanshawe ;  General 
Superintendent,  H.  Stanley  Goodwin ;  Directors, 
Charles  Hartshorne,  William  L.  Conyngham,  Ario 
Pardee,  William  A.  Ingham,  George  B.  Markle,  Rob- 
ert H.  Sayre,  James  I.  Blakslee,  Elisha  P.  Wilbur, 
Joseph  Patterson,  Garrett  B.  Linderman,  John  R. 
Fell,  Robert  A.  Lamberton. 

Following  is  a  tabular  statement  of  the  tonnage  of 
the  Lehigh  Valley  Railroad  from  its  opening  in  1855 : 

Year.  Tonnage. 

1855  (3  months) 8,482 

1856 165740 

186V 418,235 

1858 471,029 

1859 677,661 

I860 730,641 

1861 743,671 

1862 882,67:! 

1863 1,195,154 

1,466,794 
1,687,462 


1864. 
1866 


1866 2,037,714 

18J" 2,080,166 

1868 2,603,102 

18^9 : 2,310,170 

18'0 3,608,686 

J!21 2,880,074 


1872 
1873, 
1874, 
1875. 
1876. 
1877. 
1878. 
1879 
1880. 
1881. 
1882. 
1883. 


3,860,118 

4,144,339 

4,150,660 

.  3,277,571 

.  3,961,613 

,  4,862,124 

3,446,615 

4,361,786 

4,606,416 

6,791,376 

6,267,159 

6,627,912 


Following  are  statistics  concerning  this  road  from 
the  company's  last  report : 


741.5 


Miles  of  trackage,  main  line •■ 

Miles  of  trackage  Pennsylvania  and  New  Jersey  Oanal  and 

Railroad  Company ocr 

Locomotives,  both  lines ^66 

Passenger-cars 85 

Coal-  and  other  cars ^    35,756 

Passengers  carried 2,027,190 

Tons  of  coHl  carried 7,784,766 

Tons  of  other  freight  carried 4,765,702 

Gross  earnings $12,463,613 

Net  earnings 6,877,078 

Capital  stock 27,603,195 

Bonded  debt 25,013,000 

Income  from  investments 1,079,243 

Acres  coal-lands  owned  and  controlled 30,000 

Biographical  sketches  of  Hon.  Asa  Packer  and 
others  prominently  identified  with  the  Lehigh  Val- 
ley Railroad  Company  will  be  found  in  the  chapter 
on  Mauch  Chunk.  That  of  Mr.  Hartshorne  is  here 
appended. 

Charles  Hartshorne,  the  vice-president  of  the  Le- 
high Valley  Railroad  Company,  was  born  at  Philadel- 
phia, Sept.  2, 1829.  He  is  a  son  of  the  late  Dr.  Joseph 
and  Anna  Hartshorne,  and  a  descendant  in  the  sev- 
enth generation  from  Richard  Hartshorne,  who  settled 
in  New  Jersey  in  1665,  nearly  twenty  years  prior  to 
Penn's  settlement  on  the  Delaware.  His  grandfather, 
William  Hartshorne,  of  Alexandria,  Va.,  was  treas- 
urer of  the  first  Internal  Improvement  Company  in 
this  country,  of  which  Gen.  Washington  was  president. 
Mr.  Hartshorne  was  educated  at  Haverford  College 
and  at  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  graduating 
from  the  latter  in  the  class  of  '47. 

Mr.  Hartshorne's  early  tendencies  were  in  the  line 
of  railroad  enterprises,  which  began  to  take  a  strong 
hold  upon  the  attention  of  capitalists  and  of  the 
public  about  the  time  of  his  emergence  from  college 
life  into  the  more  practical  experiences  of  business 
and  public  affairs.  Having  embarked  in  railroad  in- 
terests, Mr.  Hartshorne  has  continued  therein  to  the 
present  time  as  an  active  and  influential  participant 
in  various  important  transportation  movements.  In 
1857  he  became  president  of  the  Quakake  Railroad 
Company;  in  1862  he  was  chosen  president  of  the 
Lehigh  and  Mahanoy  Railroad  Company ;  in  1868  he 
was  elected  vice-president  of  the  Lehigh  Valley  Rail- 
road Company,  and  in  1880  was  elevated  to  the  presi- 
dency, but  in  January,  1883,  resumed  the  position  of 
vice-president  to  make  room  for  a  son  of  the  late 
Judge  Packer,  whose  estate  holds  a  controlling  inter- 
est in  the  company.  In  addition  to  his  important 
railroad  interests,  Mr.  Hartshorne  is  connected  with 
a  number  of  commercial  organizations,  notably  the 
Provident  Life  and  Trust  Company  and  the  Western 
National  Bank,  in  each  of  which  he  is  a  director. 

He  is  also  officially  connected  with  a  number  of 
public  enterprises  of  an  educational  and  charitable 
character.  Among  such  may  be  mentioned  Haver- 
ford College,  Bryn  Mawr  College,  and  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Hospital,  of  each  of  which  he  is  a  member  of 
the  board  of  managers. 

Although  engaged  in  a  number  of  enterprises  of 
great  magnitude,  and  burdened  with  a  multiplicity  of 
responsible  duties,  Mr.  Hartshorne  has  found  time  to 
indulge  in  a  considerable  amount  of  domestic  and 
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foreign  travel,  having  visited  Europe  in  the  years 
1852,  1868,  and  1882. 

On  the  8th  of  June,  1859,  Mr.  Hartshorne  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Caroline  Cope  Yarnall,  a  daughter  of 
Edward  Yarnall  and  a  granddaughter  of  Thomas  P. 
Cope.  As  a  result  of  this  alliance  there  have  been 
five  children, — two  sons  and  three  daughters. 

The  Beaver  Meadow  Railroad,  now  known  sim- 
ply as  the  Beaver  Meadow  Division  of  the  Lehigh 
Valley  Railroad,  was  the  first  railroad  within  the 
limits  of  Carbon  County  on  which  steam  was  em- 
ployed as  power,  although  it  was  built  a  number  of 
years  after  the  gravity  road  from  the  Summit  Mines 
to  Mauch  Chunk.  The  Beaver  Meadow  Railroad  and 
Coal  Company  was  incorporated  by  act  of  the  Assem- 
bly April  13, 1830,  with  a  capital  of  two  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand  dollars,  and  was  empowered  to  build  a 
railroad  from  the  Beaver  Meadow  Coal  Mines  (in 
what  is  now  Banks  township)  to  the  Lehigh  River,  at 
or  near  Jlauch  Chunk,  a  distance,  by  the  windings 
of  the  Beaver,  Hazel,  and  Quakake  Creeks,  and  the 
Lehigh  River,  of  about  twenty  miles,  and,  if  deemed 
expedient,  to  make  a  railroad  from  the  mines  to  the 
Little  Schuylkill  at  such  place  as  might  be  deemed 
necessary  to  make  connection  with  any  other  road 
built  in  that  valley.  Both  of  these  routes  were 
examined,  and  that  to  and  along  the  Lehigh  was 
found  to  be  preferable  by  reason  of  the  greater 
facility  of  passing  through  a  country  graded  by 
streams  of  water,  thereby  avoiding  the  necessity  of 
constructing  planes  and  employing  stationary  en- 
gines ;  also  on  account  of  the  advantage  of  markets 
for  coal  on  the  Delaware,  to  which  this  route  led 
most  directly.  The  original  act  authorized  the  com- 
pany to  extend  their  road  on  the  Lehigh  only  to 
Mauch  Chunk,  at  the  head  of  the  canal.  A  failure 
to  make  satisfactory  arrangements  with  the  Lehigh 
Coal  and  Navigation  Company  in  regard  to  tolls 
over  their  canal  prevented  the  commencement  of 
active  operations  during  the  summer  of  1830,  and  at 
the  following  session  of  the  General  Assembly  a  sup- 
plement to  the  act  of  incorporation  was  passed  au- 
thorizing an  increase  of  capital  to  eight  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  and  an  extension  of  the  road  from 
Mauch  Chunk,  a  distance  by  the  river  of  forty-six 
miles.  The  books  for  the  subscription  to  the  addi- 
tional stock  were  opened  at  a  time  when  the  failure 
of  coal  operations  had  caused  a  general  discourage- 
ment in  all  enterprises  of  that  kind,  and  before  the 
advantages  of  railroad  transportation  had  been  ascer- 
tained by  experience.  A  sufiicient  sum  had  been 
subscribed  to  have  authorized  the  undertaking,  but 
the  board  had  been  too  much  influenced  by  the 
general  depression  to  make  the  effort.  The  subscrip- 
tions were,  therefore,  canceled  and  the  principal  part 
of  the  money  repaid  to  the  subscribers.  Since  that 
time  experience  has  more  accurately  determined  the 
expense  of  transporting  coal  by  railroads,  as  well  as 
that  of  constructing  them.     A  new  subscription  was 


commenced  in  November,  1832,  and  a  sufficient 
amount  of  stock  was  taken  to  assure  the  board  that 
there  was  no  longer  any  reason  for  apprehending 
failure..  But  it  was  found  that  the  period  limited  by 
law  in  which  the  work  must  be  completed  had  so  far 
elapsed  that  it  was  deemed  inexpedient  to  progress 
with  the  work  until  an  extension  of  time  was  pro- 
cured. Application  being  made  to  the  Legislature, 
an  act  was  passed  Jan.  29,  1833,  granting  the  privi- 
lege of  four  years  more  in  which  to  finish  the  work.' 

Under  the  provision  of  the  act  work  was  com- 
menced on  the  road.  Canvass  White  was  chief  engi- 
neer and  A.  Pardee  assistant.  After  the  road  was 
surveyed,  and  while  it  was  being  graded,  a  difficulty 
arose  between  the  company  and  the  Lehigh  Coal  and 
Navigation  Company  about  its  location,  the  managers 
of  the  latter  insisting  that  its  grade  was  too  low.  This 
trouble  culminated  in  the  exercise  of  a  little  violence 
at  what  is  called  the  Oxbow,  where  stones  were 
hurled  down  the  bank  at  the  Beaver  Meadow  Com- 
pany's laborers.  The  difficulty  was  finally  settled, 
and  the  grade  was  changed,  the  road-bed  being  made 
higher  than  was  at  first  intended.  The  road  was  fin- 
ished and  opened  for  transportation  in  the  fall  of 
1836.  The  two  locomotives  put  upon  the  track  were 
called  the  "S.  D.  Ingham''  and  "Elias  Ely.''  In 
April,  1837,  another — the  "  Quakake" — was  added, 
and  in  August  the  "  Beaver." 

In  the  mean  time,  under  authority  of  an  act  passed 
Dec.  22,  1836,  extending  the  time  of  the  company  for 
building  the  road  as  far  as  Easton  to  seven  years,  that 
work  had  been  undertaken  and  the  track  actually  laid 
to  a  point  opposite  Parryville  by  the  close  of  1836. 

The  freshet  of  1841  carried  away  all  of  the  bridges 
from  Weatherly  to  Parryville,  and  that  part  of  the 
road  below  Mauch  Chunk  was  abandoned,  arrange- 
ments being  made  to  transfer  coal  from  the  Beaver 
Meadow  Railroad  to  the  boats  on  the  canal  at  that 
point.  Shipment  of  coal  was  resumed  in  August,  1841. 
In  1849,  under  the  presidency  of  W.  W.  Longstreth, 
the  road  was  relaid  with  heavy  T-rail,  the  track 
having  previously  consisted  of  timbers  with  flat  or 
strap-rails.  In  September,  1860,  another  heavy  flood 
occurred,  which  carried  away  the  bridges  on  Black 
and  Quakake  Creeks,  and  destroyed  the  car-shops 
at  Weatherly  and  Penn  Haven.  The  repairs  neces- 
sary could  not  be  made  in  time  to  allow  the  resump- 
tion of  business  in  1850,  but  the  road  was  again  in 
readiness  for  operation  on  the  opening  of  navigation, 
in  1851.  On  the  15th  of  March,  1853,  the  company 
was  authorized  by  the  Legislature  to  take  such  steps 
as  were  necessary  to  avoid  the  use  of  inclined  planes. 
Accordingly  a  piece  of  road  one  and  three-quarter 
miles  long,  extending  from  Weatherly  in  the  direction 
of  Hazelton,  was  purchased  from  the  Hazelton  Coal 
Company.     This  was  graded  in  1854-56,  and  track 

1  The  foregoing  facts  are  taken  from  a  report  of  the  president  and 
managers  of  the  company,  signed  by  S.  D.  Ingham,  and  pulilished  in 
Hasar(ra  Register  for  April,  1833. 
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being  laid  in  the  latter  year,  the  inclined  planes 
were  abandoned  on  the  14th  of  August.  The  grade 
from  Weatherly  along  Hazel  Creek  for  one  and  three- 
quarter  miles  is  one  hundred  and  forty-five  feet  to  the 
mile.  At  about  the  same  time  this  change  was  made 
a  second  track  was  laid  along  the  Lehigh  from  Penn 
Haven  to  Mauoh  Chunk. 

The  Quakake  Valley  Railroad  was  completed  Aug. 
25,  1858,  connecting  the  Catawissa,  Williamsport 
and  Erie  Railroad  with  the  Beaver  Meadow  Railroad. 

The  Beaver  Meadow  became  a  carrying  road  for  all 
of  the  coal-fields  in  its  region,  and  gained  rapidly  in 
business.  In  1866  it  was  merged  with  the  Lehigh 
Valley  Railroad,  of  which  it  now  formed  the  Beaver 
Meadow  Division.  The  presidents  of  the  road  from 
the  first  to  the  time  of  the  merger  were  S.  D.  Ingham, 
Budd,  Joseph  Pearsoll,  J.  H.  DuUess, ■  Row- 
land, and  W.  W.  Longstreth,  the  latter  holding  the 
office  until  1866.  Capt.  George  Jenkins  was  super- 
intendent of  transportation ;  Col.  William  Lilly,  ship- 
ping clerk;  Morris  Hall,  treasurer;  and  James  D. 
Gallop,  roadmaster.  A.  G.  Brodhead  was  appointed 
superintendent  in  May,  1850,  and  held  the  office  until 
the  merger,  when  he  was  apj)ointed  by  the  managers 
of  the  Lehigh  Valley  Railroad  superintendent  of  the 
division  thus  added  to  their  line,  which  office  he  still 
holds. 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  tonnage  on  the 
Beaver  Meadow  Railroad  from  its  commencement,  in 
1837,  to  July,  1859,  from  which  time  to  its  merger 
with  the  Lehigh  Valley,  in  1866,  its  figures  cannot  be 
well  ascertained : 

Year.  Tonnage. 

1837 33,617 

1838 64647 

1839 79,971 

1840 123,225 

1841  (flood) 64,641 

1842 108,171 

1843 125,456 

1844 143,363 

1845 149,000 

1846 194,380 

1847 247,500 

1848 266,188 

1849 324,048 

1850{flood) 165,403 

1851 383,748 

1852 243,112 

1853 278,939 

1854 367,093 

1856 438,092 

fi^ 662,111 

1858 628,227 

1869 746,313 

The  Spring  Mountain  Coal  Company  prior  to  1858 
commenced  building  a  road  from  their  mines  to 
Jeanesville  to  connect  with  the  Beaver  Meadow  Rail- 
road at  their  mines  at  Lewiston.  In  August  of  the 
year  mentioned,  this  road  was  purchased  by  the  Le- 
high Valley  management,  who  extended  it  to  York- 
town  and  the  German  Pennsylvania  coal  mines,  as' 
has  heretofore  been  related.  The  Tresckow  branch 
was  built  later.  It  extends  a  distance  of  a  little  more 
than  seven  miles,  from  Silver  Creek  to  Audenreid. 

The  Mahanoy  Division  of  the  Lehigh  Valley 
Railroad.— The  first  operation  made  in  the  Quakake 


Valley  for  a  railroad  was  by  the  Morris  Canal  and 
Banking  Company,  who   by  a  supplement   to  their 
charter   were   authorized    to   build   a  railroad   from 
Black  Creek  to  Quakake  Junction,  to  connect  with 
the  Beaver   Meadow  Railroad.     A  line  was  graded 
about  1837,  rails  were  shipped  by  canal  and  slack- 
water  navigation  to  Parryville,  and  duly  laid.     Cars 
had  only  been  run  for  a  short  time,  when  the  com- 
pany  failed.     The    rails   were   then   taken   up   and 
shipped  to  Pottsville,  and  about  1840  were  used  in 
the  construction  of  a  branch  road  along  the  Norwe- 
gian  Creek   (now  a   part   of  the  Philadelphia   and 
Reading  line).     About  1864  the  old  road-bed  came 
into  the  possession  or  control  of  the  Catawissa,  Wil- 
liamsport and  Erie  Railroad  Company,  and  was  then 
known  as  the  Quakake  Branch.     On  April  25,  1857, 
an  act  was  passed  incorporating  the  Quakake  Valley 
Railroad  Company,  and  authorizing  the  construction 
of  a  railroad  "  from  a  point  on  the  Beaver  Meadow 
Railroad  to   the  junction    of   Quakake   and    Black 
Creeks,   in   Carbon  County,  and  thence   in  a  west- 
wardly  direction  up  the  Quakake  Valley ;  thence  to 
connect  with  the  Catawissa,  Williamsport  and  Erie 
Railroad,  at  some  point  between  the  Summit  Tunnels 
on  the  said  road,  in  Rush  township,  Schuylkill  Co." 
The  company  was  also  authorized  to  buy  or  lease  the 
"  already  graded  way"  of  the  Quakake  Branch  of  the 
Catawissa,  Williamsport  and  Erie  Railroad  Company, 
which  was  done.    The  rails  were  relaid,  and  the  road 
completed  Aug.  25, 1858.     An  act  passed  in  March  of 
the  following  year  authorized  the  company  to  extend 
their  road  from  Rush  township,  in  Schuylkill  County, 
westerly  towards  the  head-waters  of  Mahanoy  Creek. 
Two  or  three  years  later  the  company  became  hedged 
about  with  financial  difficulties,   and  the  road  was 
sold  under  mortgage  to  Judge  Asa  Packer.     Under 
the  authority  of  an  act  passed  April  8,  1861,  the  name 
of  the  Quakake  Valley  Railroad  was  changed  to  the 
Lehigh  and  Mahanoy  Railroad.    The  Catawissa,  Wil- 
liamsport and  Erie  Railroad  Company  also  had  some 
claims  on  this  road,  and  continued  for  some  time  to 
run  trains  over  it.     The  Lehigh  and  Mahanoy  Rail- 
road Company  extended  the  road  into  the  Schuylkill, 
Columbia,   and    Northumberland   region,   and    con- 
tinued to  operate  it  until  it  was  merged  with  the  Le- 
high Valley  Railroad,  in  1866.     It  is  now  operated  as 
the  Mahanoy  Division  of  that  road.     The  tonnage  of 
this  road  prior  to  the  merger  was  as  follows :  1863, 
9036;  1864,125,159;  1865,200,437;  1866,322,229. 

There  have  been  two  other  railroad  enterprises  in 
Carbon  County,  of  which  it  is  worth  while  to  make  a 
mere  mention,  though  neither  of  them  were  success- 
ful. 

The  Schuylkill  Haven  and  Lehigh  River  Railroad 
Company  was  incorporated  by  act  of  April  19,  1856. 
Authority  was  granted  for  the  construction  of  a  road 
from  the  borough  of  Schuylkill  Haven,  by  way  of 
Orwigsburg  and  Ringgold,  to  connect  with  the  Le- 
high Valley  Railroad  at  or  near  the  mouth  of  Lizard 
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Creek.  Work  was  begun  on  this  line  and  grading 
was  carried  on  for  two  or  three  miles  from  Lizard 
Creek,  when  the  rights  of  the  company  were  pur- 
chased by  the  Philadelphia  and  Reading  Railroad 
Company,  who  abandoned  it. 

The  Mahoning  Railroad  Company  was  incorpo- 
rated April  11,  1859,  and  given  power  to  construct  a 
railroad  from  Tamaqua  to  the  railroad  of  the  Little 
Schuylkill  Navigation  Railroad  and  Coal  Company, 
and  thence  by  any  practicable  route  through  Mahon- 
ing Valley  to  any  point  on  the  Lehigh  Valley  Rail- 
road above  the  Lehigh  Water  Gap.  Grading  was 
commenced  at  the  Lehigh  River,  near  Lizard  Creek, 
and  completed  for  a  distance  of  two  or  three  miles, 
but  the  more  vigorous  action  of  the  Nesquehoning 
Railroad  Company  gave  that  line  the  advantage  of 
priority  of  construction,  and  the  Mahoning  Railroad 
project  was  abandoned.  The  scheme  of  building  a 
road  along  the  line  chosen  in  1859  has  been  talked  of 
in  recent  years,  and  may  some  time  be  realized. 
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Organization  of  the  County — Public  Buildings — Care  of  the  Poor. 

Civil  Divisions  prior  to  1843.— It  will  not,  we 
think,  prove  uninteresting  to  trace  the  successive  di- 
visions of  the  territory  included  in  Carbon  County. 
In  1752,  when  Northampton  County  was  organized, 
the  territory  north  of  the  Blue  Ridge  Mountains,  and 
thirty-six  miles  in  width  east  and  west,  was  known  as 
Towamensing  District.  Thus  it  will'  be  seen  that  this 
region,  of  which  Carbon  County  is  a  part,  contained 
in  the  middle  of  the  eighteenth  century  so  little  of 
civilization  that  it  did  not  attain  to  the  dignity  of 
being  named  as  a  township.  There  was  little  need 
for  the  machinery  of  law  and  civil  government  within 
this  district,  and  it  is  not  known  to  have  had  any  other 
officers  than  a  constable.  In  September,  1768,  this 
great  section  of  the  wilderness  portion  of  Pennsylvania 
was  divided  into  Penu  and  Towamensing  townships, 
between  which  the  boundary  line  was  the  Lehigh 
River.  At  this  time  (1768)  Northampton  County 
embraced  all  that  part  of  the  State  west  of  the  east 
line  of  Berks  County  (from  which  Schuylkill  was  in 
part  formed)  to  the  Susquehanna  River,  and  all  east 
of  that  stream  to  the  eastern  and  northern  boundaries 
of  the  State.' 

Penn  township  embraced  in  this  division  all  of  the 
lands  north  of  the  Blue  Ridge  and  west  of  the  Lehigh 
River.     In  1808  this  township  was  divided  into  East 


1  The  great  county  of  Northampton,  as  above  outlined,  was  lessened 
by  the  establishment  of  Northumberland  County  in  1772,  and  the  latter 
yvas  in  turn  decreased  in  size  by  the  erection  of  Luzerne  in  17S6,  and 
of  Schuylkill  in  1811. 


Penn,  West  Penn,  and  Lausanne  townships,  of  which 
West  Penn  went  to  form  a  portion  of  Schuylkill 
County  when  it  was  erected  in  1811.  The  territory 
now  constituting  Carbon  County  was  thus,  in  1808, 
composed  of  East  Penn  and  Lausanne  on  the  west 
side  of  the  river,  and  Towamensing  on  the  east. 

The  northern  part  of  Towamensing  was  cut  off  and 
made  a  separate  township,  named  Tobyhanna,  which, 
upon  the  erection  of  Monroe  County,  formed  a  part  of 
it.  That  portion  of  this  township  lying  between  the 
Lehigh  River  and  Tobyhanna  Creek,  in  1842,  was  set 
off  as  Penn  Forest  township,  which  in  1843  was  de- 
tached from  Monroe  to  become  a  part  of  the  new 
county  of  Carbon. 

The  township  of  Mauch  Chunk  was  taken  chiefly 
from  East  Penn  in  1827,  a  narrow  strip  of  territory 
also  being  added  from  Lausanne. 

Towamensing  was  divided  into  two  townships  in 
1841,  the  southern  division  receiving  the  name  of 
Lower  Towamensing,  while  the  northern  retained  the 
original  appellation. 

In  1842  Banks  township  was  formed  from  a  portion 
of  Lausanne,  and  Mahoning  from  East  Penn. 

In  1843,  when  the  county  was  organized,  it  em- 
braced East  Penn,  Mauch  Chunk,  Banks,  and  Lau- 
sanne west  of  the  Lehigh,  and  Lower  Towamensing, 
Towamensing,  and  Penn  Forest  east  of  the  river. 
Since  the  county  was  organized  the  townships  set  off 
have  been  Packer,  in  1847,  and  Lehigh,  in  1875,  from 
Lausanne;  Kidder,  in  1849,  from  Penn  Forest;  and 
Franklin,  in  1851,  from  Towamensing. 

Erection  and  Organization  of  Carbon  County. — 
Lehigh  County  had  been  set  off  from  Northampton  in 
1812,  and  influenced  doubtless  by  that  act,  the  people 
in  the  more  northern  portion  of  the  valley  began  to 
agitate  the  project  of  forming  another  new  county  as 
soon  as  the  close  of  the  war  of  1812  had  allowed  their 
thoughts  to  subside  from  military  to  civil  affairs.  In 
the  diary  of  Isaac  A.  Chapman,  who  was  in  this  re- 
gion during  the  second  war  with  Great  Britain  (and 
is  spoken  of  at  length  in  the  chapter  on  Mauch  Chunk 
Borough),  under  date  of  Jan.  24,  1816,  occurs  this 
entry  :  "  In  the  afternoon  rode  to  Lehighton  to  attend 
a  meeting  for  considering  a  new  county.''  This  only 
proves  that  some,  at  least,  of  the  people  were  early 
awake  to  the  desirability  of  forming  a  new  county, 
and  implies  that  Lehighton  was  then,  as  ever  since, 
ambitious  of  becoming  a  seat  of  justice.  The  project 
was  soon  dropped,  as  were  several  others  entered 
upon  at  different  periods. 

Following  we  present  three  petitions'  to  the  Assem- 
bly (numbered  1,  2,  and  3),  which  show  that,  as  is 
usually  the  case  where  similar  measures  are  proposed, 
there  was  considerable  diversity  of  opinion  as  to  how 
the  division  should  be  made,  some  contending  for  one 
line,  or  combination  of  lines,  and  some  for  another  : 


2  Petition  No.  1  refers  to  others  which  had  preceded  it,  but  nothing 
is  now  known  of  them,  and  it  is  doubtful  if  any  copies  are  in  existence. 
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PETITION   No.  1. 

"  To  the  Semite  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Penn- 
sylvania : 

"The  Petition  of  the  Subscribers,  lubabitants  of  Toamensin  and  the 
western  part  of  Chestnut  Hill  and  Ross  Townships,  in  Northampton 
County,  north  of  the  Blue  Mountain,  respectfully  represents,— 

"That  the  {jreat  distance  of  this  purtion  of  the  County  from  the  seat 
of  justice  at  Easton  occaaions  much  expense  and  great  inconvenience 
to  your  Petitioners,  and  this  expense  and  inconvenience  is  becoming 
more  expensive  with  the  increase  of  Population,  business,  and  improve- 
ments north  of  the  blue  mountain. 

"Thfise  disadvantages  have  heretofore  been  represented  to  your  Hon. 
body,  and  a  division  of  the  county  so  as  to  remove  them  has  been 
petitioned  for.  Your  petitioners  now  trust  that  these  repeated  prayers 
will  induce  your  Hon.  body  to  enact  a  Law  that  shall  divide  this 
county  in  such  a  manner  as  to  give  to  your  petitioners  the  reasonable 
accomodation  of  a  Seat  of  Justice  north  of  the  mountain.  And  your 
Petitioners  beg  leave  most  respectfully  to  propose  that  the  line  of  such 
division  should  begin  at  the  corner  of  Schuylkill  and  Northampton 
County  on  the  top  of  the  Blue  Mountain;  thence  along  the  dividing 
line  of  said  Counties  to  where  it  strikes  the  Northumberland  County 
line;  thence  along  the  said  line  to  where  it  joins  the  Luzerne  County 
line;  thence  along  the  last-named  line  to  where  it  strikes  the  Lehi; 
thence  up  tiie  Lehi  to  the  mouth  of  Tobyhanna  ;  thence  to  Muddy 
Bun  so  as  to  take  in  the  saw-mill  erected  thereon  ;  thence  (on  a  line 
that  shall  include  the  western  half  of  Chestnut  Hill  and  Ross  townships) 
to  where  the  road  through  Smith's  Gap  in  the  Blue  Mountain  strikes 
the  line  of  Moore  township ;  thence  along  the  summit  of  the  Blue  Moun- 
tain to  the  place  of  beginning.  And  your  petitioners  further  pray  that 
the  seat  of  justice  for  the  proposed  new  County  be  established  at  Le- 
hiton,  the  place  where  the  elections  for  East  Penn  township  are  held, 
which  place  is  for  various  reasons  the  most  convenient  and  suitable, 
and  where  the  County  buildings  will  be  erected  on  the  public  square  in 
said  Town  by  the  voluntary  contribution. 
"And  your  Petitiouers  will  ever  pray. 


"  George  Olwine. 
Adam  Brown. 
George  Olwine,  Jr. 
George  Greensweig. 
John  Greensweig. 
Nicholas  Snyder. 
John  Boyer. 
Jacob  Snyder. 
Henry  Blose. 
Henry  Boyer. 
Andreas  Ziegenfuss. 
George  Boyer. 
John  Golt. 
Paul  Golt. 
Peter  Blose. 
Jonathan  Heller, 
David  Greensweig,  Jr. 
M.  G.  Christman. 
Peter  Lerfass. 
Nicholas  George. 
Jacob  Heath. 
John  Beltz. 
Christopher  Corell. 
John  Smith. 
David  Smith. 
John  Zess. 
Samuel  Richardson. 
Jacob  Smith. 
John  Smith,  Jr. 
Nicholas  Smith. 
Simon  Engbert. 
Adam  Engbert. 
Conrad  Clinetob. 
David  Christman. 
George  Clinetob. 
Joseph  Groble. 
George  Frever. 
Joseph  Frevor. 
David  Brutzman. 
Philip  Frantz. 
David  Swartz. 


Nicholas  Berger. 
Jost  Driesbach. 
Peter  George. 
Anthony  Lowyer. 
Peter  Korr. 
Edward  Murray. 
Henry  Burger. 
Heinrich  Sillfuss. 
Jacob  Sillfuss. 
Heinrich  Clinetob. 
Andrew  T.  Boyer. 
Jonathan  Greensweig. 
Linnert  Strohl, 
John  Strohl. 
Samuel  Buhler. 
John  Hasleman. 
Isaac  Hasleman. 
Conrad  Hasleman. 
John  Btilliet. 
Samuel  Kline. 
John  Ziegerfuss. 
Michael  Olewine. 
Jacob  Snyder. 
John  Kuntz. 
Daniel  Schneider. 
Peter  Snyder. 
Barnliart  Bauman. 
George  Kelchner.  s^ 

John  I^urn, 
John  Kelchner. 
Henry  Bauman. 
John  Bauman. 
David  Stroup. 
Nicholas  Blose. 
Henry  Blose. 
John  Boyer. 
Jacob  Hasleman. 
Jacob  Arner. 
John  Arner. 
John  Driesbach. 
Charles  D.  Bowman,  Jr. 


Samuel  Golt. 
Daniel  Golt. 
John  Golt. 
Jost  Driesbach. 
Jacob  Golt. 
George  Olewine. 
Jacob  Yundt. 
Wilhelm  Remely. 
Frederick  Scheckler. 
John  J.  Beltz. 
Daniel  Closs. 


John  Closs. 
John  Harkins. 
Thomas  Vorly. 
Jacob  Fisher. 
John  Buddies. 
William  Pryor. 
Lewis  Erke. 
Jacob  Swenk. 
Christian  Houpt. 
Philip  Daubenstein. 
Jacob  Schwab." 


PETITION   No.  2. 

"  To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repreaentaiives  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Penn- 
sylvania in  General  Assembly  met : 

"ThePetitionof  the  Subscribers,  Inhabitants  of  the  County  of  North- 
ampton, 

"  Respectfully  sheweth,  That  as  a  division  of  the  County  of  Northamp- 
ton has  for  some  time  been  contemplated,  which  probably  will  ere  long 
be  effected,  and  as  various  plans  have  been  proposed,  we  take  the  liberty 
to  recommend  the  following  limits  as  the  most  convenient  and  suitable, 
in  case  a  division  takes  place,  to  your  consideration,  namely:  to  com- 
mence at  the  southwesterly  comer  of  Linn  township,  where  it  adjoins 
Berks  County  line  ;  thence  almost  in  a  northeasterly  direction  to  the 
road  passing  through  the  Wind  Gap,  to  include  said  Linn,  with  Heidel- 
berg, part  of  Lehigh,  and  a  part  of  Moore  township  ;  thence  to  the  blue 
mountain  ;  thence  along  the  line  between  Chesnut  Hill  and  Plainfield 
townehii)  to  the  road  in  said  Gap;  thence  along  the  road  lately  turn- 
piked,  leading  to  Wilkesbarre,  to  where  it  intersects  the  Luzerne  County 
line;  thence  along  said  Luzerne  County  line  to  the  corner  of  North- 
umberland County  line;  thence  along  said  line  to  the  corner  of  Berks 
County  line;  thence  along  Berks  County  line  to  the  place  of  beginning. 
"Thus  divided,  we  conceive  will, almost  in  evei-y  respect,  be  far  more 
convenient  and  beneficial  to  the  county  at  large,  especially  by  having 
the  seat  of  justice  north  of  the  Blue  Mountain  and  near  the  river  Le- 
high, so  as  to  command  the  practicable  boat  and  raft  navigation  thereof, 
as  well  aa  the  trade  and  intercourse  of  the  Susquehannah  settlements,  by 
means  of  the  lately-made  turnpike  from  the  Susquehannah  to  the  Lehigh, 
which  will  likewise  be  still  further  extended  to  Tioga  point,  being  al- 
ready in  great  forwardness.  Many  other  advantages  will  be  derived  by 
the  aforesaid  division,  such  as  the  procuring  of  lumber  for  buildings, 
<&c.,  which  can  be  done  much  cheaper  than  south  of  the  mountain. 
"And  your  petitioners,  as  in  duty  bound,  will  ever  pray,  &c." 

.       PETITION   No.  3. 

"  To  the  Senate  and^^House  of  Representatives  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Penn- 

Bylvaniain  General  Assembly  met: 

"  The  petition  of  the  Subscribers,  Inhabitants  of  the  Townships  north 
of  the  blue  mountain,  in  the  county  of  Northampton,  Respectfully 
sheweth, — 

"  That  from  the  repeated  application  for  a  division  of  Northampton 
County  having  been  made  for  several  sessions,  made  and  to  say  counte- 
nanced as  just  and  equitable,  we  are  again  encouraged  to  apply  there- 
for. Two  distinct  divisions  were  proposed,  which  may  be  cTesignated  by 
a  western  and  northern.  The  latter,  if  we  are  correctly  informed,  was, 
iu  the  opinion  of  and  recommended  by  the  Committee  chosen  thereon 
at  the  last  session,  as  the  most  suitable  manner  to  divide  the  county. 
Therefore  we  most  earnestly  solicit  that  the  subject  may  again  be  taken 
into  consideration.  Aa  the  chief  objections  to  the  northern  division 
arose  from  (only  but  a  few  of)  the  Inhabitants  of  Linn  and  Heidelberg 
Townships,  who  were  alarmed  at  the  Expense  that  would  accrue  as  held 
forth  to  them  in  the  formation  of  a  new  county,  aa  well  as  the  Idea  of 
having  to  cross  the  mountain  in  case  the  Seat  of  Justice  should  be  fixed 
there,  we  propose  the  mountain  to  be  the  southern  line  as  far  as  oppo- 
site to  the  main  forks  of  Aquanschicola  Creek;  thence  a  northeasterly 
direction  (so  as  to  accomodate  the  Inhabitants)  to  Wayne  County  line; 
and  then  of  the  East ,  North,  and  West  boundaries,  those  of  the  adjoining 
counties.  Thus  divided,  we  are  of  an  opinion  will  meet  with  general 
approbation,  especially  as  the  Inconveniences  we  labor  under  will  be 
remedied,  as  well  as  be  the  means  of  promoting  the  Improvement  of 
the  Country,  to  encourage  which  we  are  sensible  are  the  sentiments  of 
the  Legislature.  It  unquestionably  will  make  as  respectable  and  as 
wealthy  a  County  as  aeveml  heretofore  and  of  late  formed  within  the 
State.    To  enlarge  upon  the  subject  we  deem  at  present  unnecessary, 
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being,  In  our  opinion,  well  known  to  you.    Therefore,  relying  in  your 
wisdom,  we,  as  in  duty  bound,  will  ever  pray,  &c. 


"  Joiin  Pryor. 
John  Hagenbuch. 
John  Klotz. 
Peter  Heller. 
i\Iichael  Harter. 
John  Kuntz. 
John  Koth. 
Jacob  Kister,  Jr. 
John  Fnhr. 
John  D.  Bauman. 
Peter  Snider. 
Nicholas  Brink. 
Daniel  Beck. 
Jacob  Beck. 
Jacob  Hartz. 
Jacob  Fister. 
Nicholas  Hawk. 
Isaac  Harleman. 
David  Harleman. 
Solomon  Gordon. 
Peter  Bobst. 


Robert  McMinn. 
Matthias  Gangwere. 
Andrew  Gangwere. 
Abraham  Klotz. 
John  Horn, 
John  Totten. 
Samuel  Rainsmith. 
Daniel  Flexer. 
John  Lintz. 
Daniel  Ebert. 
Bernard  Bath. 
John  Heller. 
George  Fritz. 
Henry  Notestein. 
Jesse  Ziegenfuss. 
John  Fuhr. 
Abraham  Miller. 
William  Andreas. 
George  Andreas. 
Adam  Wieder. 
Andreas  Bush." 


The  plan  finally  carried  into  effect  was  nearly,  if 
not  quite,  identical  with  that  proposed  in  petition  No. 
2,  the  suggestion  contained  in  No.  3  regarding  the 
making  of  the  Blue  Mountains  the  southern  line  of 
the  new  county  being  acted  upon. 

The  act  of  Assembly  decreeing  the  long-desired  es- 
tablishment of  the  county  was  passed  March  13, 1843. 
Its  important  clause,  which  prescribed  the  boundaries 
of  Carbon  County,  was  as  follows : 

"Be  it  enacted,  .  .  .  That  all  those  parts  of  the 
counties  of  Northampton  and  Monroe,  lying  within 
the  following  bounds,  viz. : 

"Beginning  at  the  northwest  corner  of  Northamp- 
ton County;  thence  southwardly  along  the  said 
county  line  till  it  intersects  the  northern  line  of 
Lehigh  County  ;  thence  eastwardly  along  the  top  of 
the  Blue  Mountain  to  the  southwest  corner  of  Mon- 
roe County;  thence  northwardly  along  the  Monroe 
County  line,  and  continue  the  same  point  of  com- 
pass in  a  direct  line  through  Tobyhanna  township, 
in  Monroe  County,  to  such  point  as  may  strike  the 
Luzerne  County  line ;  thence  westwardly  along  the 
Luzerne  County  line  to  the  place  of  beginning,  shall 
be,  and  the  same  is,  according  to  the  foregoing  lines, 
declared  to  be  erected  into  a  separate  county,  to  be 
called  Carbon  :  Provided,  That  the  territory  taken 
from  Monroe  County  shall  only  embrace  the  town- 
ship of  Penn  Forest,  and  that  the  said  township  of 
Penn  Forest  shall  constitute  the  whole  of  the  terri- 
tory taken  from  Monroe  County  by  the  provisions  of 
this  act." 

There  was  considerable  joy  manifested  over  the 
birth  of  the  new  county  among  the  friends  of  the 
project  at  Harrisburg,  and,  as  is  customary  at  the 
christening  of  ships  when  they  are  launched,  a  bottle 
of  wine  was  broken,  and  many  were  drank.  The 
Daily  Chronicle  of  Harrisburg  contained  the  following 
allusion  to  the  merry-making : 

"  In  the  afternoon  of  March  16,  according  to  custom, 
the  friends  of  a  new  county,  called  Carbon,  which  has 
39 


just  been  erected  by  the  Legislature  out  of  parts  of 
Northampton  and  Monroe,  gave  a  jollification  on 
champagne  and  other  etceteras,  just  after  dinner  to- 
day, in  commemoration  of  the  happy  event,  to  which, 
in  consideration  of  their  distinguished  services  in  the 
premises,  several  members  of  the  Legislature  were  in- 
vited. Now,  it  happened,  when  the  House  met  in  the 
afternoon,  the  first  business  to  be  attended  to  was  the 
creation  of  another  new  county  (Blair),  and  the  short 
distance  between  Mr.  Prince's,  where  the  celebration 
of  'Carbon'  was  held,  and  the  capitol,  where  '  Blair' 
was  being  made,  together  with  other  circumstances, 
so  operated  on  the  minds  of  some  gentlemen,  who  at- 
tended both,  that  when  the  latter  was  attending  to 
they  became  confused,  and  thought  they  were  cele- 
brating the  former.  Half  a  dozen  gentlemen  were  on 
the  floor  at  the  same  time  delivering  their  sentiments 
in  sparkling  glee.  There  was  no  holding  them  in 
their  seats.  Their  ideas  seemed  to  flow  and  their 
wits  to  sparkle  so  vehemently  that  to  contain  them- 
selves was  altogether  impracticable." 

The  commissioners  appointed  to  form  Carbon 
County  were  Charles  W.  Huggins,  of  Northumber- 
land; William  J.  B.  Andrus,  of  Clearfield;  and  John 
B.  Brodhead,  of  Pike ;  and  the  trustees  assigned  by 
the  Governor  to  the  delicate  duty  of  choosing  the  seat 
of  justice  were  John  D.  Bowman,  Thomas  Weiss, 
John  Fatzinger,  Abram  Shertz,  and  Samuel  Wolf. 

The  latter  concluded  their  deliberations  on  Mon- 
day, June  19,  by  selecting  the  town  of  Mauch  Chunk 
as  the  most  suitable  place  for  the  county-seat,  the 
citizens  agreeing  to  provide  the  public  buildings  at 
their  own  expense.  Immediately  after  the  announce- 
ment of  the  decision  cannon  were  fired,  and  the  peo- 
ple of  Mauch  Chunk  held  an  informal  but  enthusias- 
tic jollification. 

While  the  agitation  of  the  county  division  and 
county-seat  location  was  going  on,  a  business  man  of 
Mauch  Chunk,  now  living,  was  in  Easton,  and  one 
day  was  asked  in  the  presence  of  several  gentlemen 
who  were  opposed  to  the  setting  off  of  Carbon,  "  When 
you  get  your  own  county,  and  have  the  seat  of  justice 
located  at  Mauch  Chunk,  where  will  you  build  the 
addition  to  your  village  which  the  natural  growth 
will  require  ?"  Without  a  moment's  hesitation  he  re- 
plied, "  Oh,  we'll  dig  down  one  story  and  build  up 
two."  This  was  precisely  the  manner  in  which  most 
of  the  building  since  1843  has  been  accomplished, 
and  in  addition  a  few  houses  have  been  hung  up  on 
the  sides  of  the  mountains. 

After  the  fire  of  1849  had  destroyed  the  public 
buildings,  Lehighton,  which  had  been,  as  we  have 
shown,  an  early  aspirant  for  the  county-seat  location, 
made  a  strong  endeavor  to  secure  a  removal  from 
Mauch  Chunk,  and  in  still  later  years  renewed  the 
endeavor.  At  neither  time  was  her  prospect  for  suc- 
cess very  assuring,  and  her  citizens  soon  abandoned 
the  struggle. 

The  Public  Buildings.— As  an  inducement  to  the 
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location  of  the  county-seat  at  Mauch  Chunk,  the 
people  and  the  Lehigh  Coal  and  Navigation  Com- 
pany agreed  to  provide  suitable  buildings  for  a  court- 
house and  jail  at  their  own  expense.  The  old  stone 
store  building  of  the  company,  on  the  ground  where 
the  present  court-house  stands,  served  the  first  of 
these  purposes,  and  a  small  structure  in  the  rear  was 
converted  into  a  jail.  The  buildings  and  the  ground 
upon  which  they  stood  were  donated  by  the  company, 
but  not  formally  deeded  to  the  county  until  1846.  On 
the  1st  of  July  the  company  met  and  agreed  to  con- 
vey the  lots  to  the  county  of  Carbon,  "  for  the  purpose 
of  affording  suitable  accommodations  for  the  holding 
and  continuance  of  the  seat  of  justice  at  Mauch 
Chunk,  and  for  no  other  purpose."  The  deed,  signed 
by  Josiah  White,  Caleb  Cope,  and  James  Cox  for  the 
company,  was  dated  July  23,  1846.  There  had  been 
some  delay  on  the  part  of  the  donors,  and  this  action 
was  brought  about  or  hastened  by  the  report  of  the 
grand  inquest  in  March,  1845,  which  had  urged  the 
importance  of  speedily  securing  a  perfect  title,  and 
suggested  the  propriety  of  securing  suitable  buildings 
elsewhere  if  such  title  was  not  given. 

That  the  so-called  jail  was  hardly  adequate  appears 
from  the  report  of  the  grand  jury  to  the  Court  of 
Quarter  Sessions,  at  its  first  term,  in  December,  1843. 
They  said,  "  The  jail  of  the  county  may  answer  for 
the  present  for  the  safe-keeping  of  prisoners,  but  we 
recommend  that  a  yard  be  immediately  enclosed  by  a 
stone  wall,  of  sufBcient  height  and  strength  to  pre- 
vent any  assistance  to  the  prisoners  from  without." 

The  buildings  donated  by  the  Lehigh  Coal  and 
Navigation  Company  were  to  be  fitted  up  to  serve 
their  new  purpose  by  the  citizens  of  Mauch  Chunk, 
and  it  appears  that  there  was  considerable  delay  on 
their  part  in  carrying  out  the  work  that  was  thought 
necessary.  In  their  report  to  the  judges,  on  March 
26,  1845,  the  grand  jury  said,  "We  feel  it  our  duty  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  court  to  the  fact  that  as  yet 
no  provision  has  been  made  for  the  security  from  fire 
of  the  books  and  papers  belonging  to  the  county,  and 
to  express  the  hope  that  the  commissioners  will,  at  as 
early  a  period  as  practicable,  take  the  necessary  meas- 
ures for  providing  the  county  with  a  fire-safe."  This 
had  not  been  provided  the  following  year,  and  in  1847 
it  was  still  lacking,  while  the  suggestion  made  in  1843, 
for  the  building  of  a  stone  wall  around  the  jail,  had  not 
been  carried  out.  It  was,  perhaps,  as  well  that  no 
great  improvements  were  made  upon  the  buildings, 
for  they  were  burned  in  the  disastrous  fire  of  July  15, 
1849.  As  it  occurred  in  the  daytime,  the  records  and 
books  were  saved. 

The  first  session  of  the  court  after  the  firo  was  held 
in  August.  The  grand  jury  then  made  the  following 
report : 

"The  grand  jury,  at  August  Sessions  now  holding 
at  Mauch  Chunk,  in  and  for  the  coLinty  of  Carbon,  in 
view  of  the  subject  presented  to  them  by  the  court 
for  deliberation,  and  of  their  knowledge  moving  them 


they  would  respectfully  represent  to  the  court  that 
they  have  visited  and  examined  the  offices  where  the 
public  records  are  now  kept,  which  offices  are  in  a 
frame  building,  they  therefore  deem  them  very  inse- 
cure in  case  of  fire.     They  have  also  examined  the 
county  buildings  that  were  in  a  great  measure  destroyed 
by  the  recent  conflagration,  and  are  of  opinion  that 
the  walls  now  standing  are  totally  unfit  for  use,  with 
the   exception   of   the  jail-yard  wall.     They  would 
therefore  recommend  that  an  alteration  be  made  in 
the  construction  of  the  buildings ;  that,  in  order  that 
the  records  and  papers  may  be  secure,  they  recom- 
mend that  fire-proof  offices  be  erected  on  the  rear  of 
the  lot,  and  to  front  on  Susquehanna  Street,  and  also 
that  a  jail  be  erected  on  the  rear  of  the  lot,  back  of 
the  offices,  and  to  connect  with  them,  with  a  dwelling- 
house  for  the  sheriff  attached,  the  building  to  connect 
with  the  jail-yard.     The  jail-yard  to  remain  as  it  is, 
with  this  exception,  that  the  back  and  end  walls  of 
the  present  jail  be  removed,  which  will  increase  the 
size  of  the  jail-yard.     They  also  recommend  that  the 
court-house  be  set  back  from  Broadway  ten  or  twelve 
feet  from  its  present  location.     All  of  which  they  es- 
pecially recommend  to  be  put  under  contract  imme- 
diately, and  as  the   county  is  suffering  severely  for 
want  of  a  jail,  they  would  recommend  that  the  jail 
be  first  erected,  and  with  the  least  possible  delay,  the 
buildings  to  be  constructed  with  a  view  to  the  increase 
of  population,  and  of  such  materials  as  the  commis- 
sioners of  the  county  shall  deem  most  suitable  for  the 
several  purposes  of  their  erection." 

Steps  were  immediately  taken  to  rebuild  the  court- 
house, county  offices,  and  jail  on  the  ground  occupied 
by  those  which  were  destroyed.  The  progress  of  the 
work  is  indicated  by  the  following  report,  made  April 
17,  1850: 

"  To  the  Honorable  Court:  The  grand  jury  would 
respectfully  report  that  they  have  examined  the 
county  offices  and  jail,  and  are  much  gratified  to  find 
that  the  buildings  have  been  put  up  in  so  substantial 
a  manner;  the  records  of  the  county  they  think  per- 
fectly secure  from  fire,  as  the  offices  are,  in  their  opin- 
ion, fire-proof.  The  jail  is  constructed  with  a  view  to 
convenience,  comfort,  and  security  of  prisoners  ;  much 
credit  is  due  the  commissioners,  both  for  the  plan  of 
the  buildings  as  well  as  for  the  energy  with  which 
they  forwarded  their  completion.  The  cells  of  the  jail 
are  of  good  size,  and  are  kept  in  good  order.  The 
persons  who  have  contracted  to  build  the  court-house 
are  at  work  putting  in  the  foundation,  and  from  the 
character  which  they,  as  well  as  the  commissioners, 
sustain  for  energy  and  perseverance,  we  feel  warranted 
in  anticipating  an  early  completion." 

The  foundations  of  the  new  court-house  were  ready 
to  receive  the  brick  superstructure  in  June,  1850.  In 
May,  1852,  when  the  building  was  nearly  completed, 
the  grand  inquest  in  their  report  to  the  judges  recom- 
mended that  the  walls  should  be  raised  five  feet  higher 
than  the  original  plan  had  contemplated.    The  build- 
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ing  was  completed  the  following  year,  and  has  stood 
without  material  change  or  improvement  to  the  pres- 
ent. 

The  grand  jury  examining  the  new  jail  in  March, 
1853,  reported  that  they  had  found  it  ''  not  safe  for 
the  retention  of  prisoners,  and  for  better  security" 
they  suggested  "  the  building  of  an  additional  wall 
outside  the  western  wall,  to  be  three  feet  in  thickness 
at  the  bottom  and  two  and  one-half  feet  at  the  top." 

This  jail  was  found  a  dozen  years  after  it  was  built 
to  be  inadequate  for  the  purpose  designed.  In  1864, 
and  the  following  year,  the  project  of  building  a  new 
one  was  agitated,  and  the  county  commissioners  ne- 
gotiated for  the  purchase  of  several  lots  on  Broadway 
as  a  site  for  the  proposed  structure.  Their  action  was 
vigorously  opposed  by  the  grand  jury,  which  reported 
to  the  court  at  its  January  session  (1865) : 

"  That  they  have  learned  with  regret  that  the 
county  commissioners  have  either  purchased  or  con- 
tracted for  the  purchase  of  four  lots  on  Broadway 
Street,  in  the  borough  of  Mauch  Chunk,  with  the 
intention  to  locate  and  build  thereon  a  new  county 
jail ;  that  they  unitedly  protest  against  the  said  pur- 
chase, location,  and  removal  of  the  jail,  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  the  county  owns  the  rear  part  of  the  lot 
upon  whose  front  the  Mauch  Chunk  Bank  building 
is  situated,  and  which  rear  parcel  of  lot  is  contiguous 
and  adjoining  the  present  jail  inclosure;  and  we  pro- 
test the  more  strenuously  against  such  action  by  the 
commissioners  because  the  county  has  been  lately, 
and  is  at  present  greatly  burdened  with  extraordinary 
taxation;  and  we  recommend  that  the  commissioners 
suspend  any  further  outlays  in  reference  to  such  re- 
moval, and  that  they  make  no  more  outlays  at  present 
than  are  absolutely  necessary  upon  the  present  jail 
or  the  county  oflBces  to  keep  them  in  safe  or  good 
order.'' 

In  consequence  of  this  opposition,  and  in  defer- 
ence to  the  feeling  of  the  people  in  general,  who 
considered  themselves  burdened  with  taxes,  the  pro- 
ject was  abandoned  for  the  time  being,  and  not  re- 
vived until  late  in  1868.  On  Feb.  17,  1869,  the  com- 
missioners bought  of  the  Lehigh  Coal  and  Navigation 
Company  lots  Nos.  90,  92,  94,  96,  and  98  on  the 
north  side  of  Broadway  (a  part  of  the  Eobert  Brown 
tract)  as  a  site  for  the  new  jail.  A  proposition  was 
made  by  Charles  Mendron  and  Henry  Bowman,  early 
in  1869,  to  build  the  jail  for  sixty-six  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars.  This  proposition  was  ac- 
cepted, and  a  contract  made  May  18th.  Mendron 
withdrew  on  the  last  of  August  following,  and  Bow- 
man later.  The  latter  then  carried  on  the  work,  on 
a  salary  until  Feb.  1,  1871,  when  he  made  a  second 
contract  to  complete  it  for  twenty-five  thousand  five 
hundred  dollars.  The  payment  to  the  time  of  making 
this  contract  was  over  one  hundred  and  two  thousand 
dollars,  so  that  the  entire  cost  of  the  building  ex- 
ceeded one  hundred  and  twenty-seven  thousand  dol- 
lars.   The  architect  of  the  substantial  stone  structure 


which  holds  secure  the  captured  criminals  of  the 
county  was  Edward  Haviland. 

Measures  for  the  Care  of  the  Poor.— Of  all  the 
legislation  of  the  commonwealth,  none  has  been  more 
creditable  in  design  than  that  enacted  from  time  to 
time  for  the  relief  and  support  of  the  poor.  The  poor  of 
the  county  were  taken  care  of  by  the  individual  town- 
ships until  1855,  when,  upon  April  26th,  an  act  was 
passed  incorporating  the  directors  of  the  poor  and  the 
House  of  Employment  of  Carbon  County.  This  law 
was  left  to  the  acceptance  or  rejection  of  the  people, 
to  be  expressed  by  their  votes,  and  as  the  plan  to  be 
brought  into  vogue  by  its  adoption  would  increase 
their  taxation,  the  people  in  a  number  of  the  voting 
districts  rejected  it.  It  was  on  Oct.  9,  1855,  that  the 
people  went  to  the  polls  to  vote  for  or  against  the  es- 
tablishment of  a  poor-house.  There  were  majorities 
for  in  Mauch  Chunk  borough.  East  Mauch  Chunk 
borough.  Banks  and  Lausanne  townships,  and  ma- 
jorities against  the  new  measure  in  all  of  the  other 
townships.  The  people  of  the  latter  continued  to  care 
for  their  poor  in  the  old  method,  while  those  of  the 
boroughs  and  townships  accepting  the  new  law  took 
measures  for  carrying  out  its  provisions.  On  the  20th 
of  October  the  commissioners  named  in  the  act  of  As- 
sembly, and  living  in  the  accepting  districts,  met  at  the 
court-house  in  Mauch  Chunk  and  resolved  to  receive 
proposals  for  a  suitable  farm  or  tract  of  land  to  serve  as 
a  site  for  the  proposed  poor-house.  Upon  the  15th  of 
the  following  November  tliey  again  met,  considered 
several  proposals  which  had  been  received,  and  ad- 
journed to  visit  the  localities  oifered.  In  December 
following,  having  examined  all  of  them,  they  took 
their  relative  merits  into  consideration,  and  after  re- 
jecting several  proposals,  decided  on  accepting  the 
farm  of  D.  J.  Labar,  100  acres,  at  $1900 ;  the  farm  of 
Jacob  Cole,  106  acres,  at  $1800  ;  and  the  farm  of  John 
Toomey,  109  acres,  at  $1400.  Making  a  total  of  315 
acres  in  what  is  now  Lehigh  township  for  the  sum  of 
$5100.  To  this  land  a  small  addition,  about  fifteen 
acres,  purchased  from  George  Stettler,  was  made  ten 
years  later. 

Upon  Nov.  13,  1855,  E.  D.  Stiles,  J.  H.  Chap- 
man, and  George  Kline  were  elected  as  the  first  poor 
directors,  and  upon  the  23d  of  December  following 
they  appointed  Jesse  K.  Pryor  steward,  and  his  wife 
as  matron.  They  went  to  the  farm  in  February  fol- 
lowing. 

An  estimate  was  made  of  the  amount  required  for 
the  farm  and  house,  and  it  was  set  at  $23,300.  A  tax 
was  levied,  and  $11,201.40  collected.  On  Nov.  26, 
1856,  a  plan  for  the  proposed  house,  which  had  been 
prepared  by  J.  H.  Chapman^  was  accepted,  and  the 
directors  advertised  for  proposals  for  building.  A 
temporary  building  was  completed  in  April,  and  a 
few  paupers  were  immediately  admitted  to  it.  On 
May  31, 1856,  the  proposal  of  Jacob  D.  Arner  to  build 
the  house  according  to  specifications  for  $9900  was  ac- 
cepted.   The  first  annual  statement  showed  that  the 
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directors  had  received  $9809.82,  and  expended 
$8273.16,  leaving  a  balance  on  hand  of  $1536.66,  and 
that  the  number  of  paupers  in  the  temporary  quarters 
which  had  been  provided  was  fifty-four.  They  were 
transferred  Aug.  ],  1857,  to  the  new  building,  which 
was  completed  at  that  date.  In  November  following 
David  Petrey  and  wife  were  appointed  respectively 
steward  and  matron,  which  jjositions  they  still  hold. 
The  new  house  answered  well  the  purpose  for  which 
it  was  built,  and  the  condition  of  the  refuge  for  the 
poor  was  maintained  at  a  good  standing.  The  direc- 
tors were  not  hampered  for  want  of  funds,  for  in  1861 
they  had  a  balance  on  hand  of  $2656.50.  The  number 
of  inmates  of  the  institution  was  at  a  given  time  in 
that  year  ninety-nipe,  of  whom  sixty  were  males  and 
thirty-nine  females. 

In  1862  it  was  proposed  to  unite  a  portion  of  the 
Luzerne  County  poor  districts  which  had  accepted 
the  law  of  1855  with  the  similar  districts  of  Carbon 
County.  On  March  8th  the  directors  from  the  two 
counties  met  at  the  Carbon  Poor-house  to  consider 
the  proposed  union.  The  result  of  this  meeting  was 
the  drawing  up  of  a  bill  establishing  a  plan  for  the 
proposed  co-operation,  which  was  placed  in  the  hands 
of  a  committee  of  two  (one  director  from  each  county), 
instructed  to  proceed  to  Harrisburg  and  secure  its 
passage  by  the  Legislature.  "It  was  passed  March 
25th  as  an  act  to  organize  "the  Middle  Coal  Field 
Poor  District."  This  district  embraced  the  townships 
of  Banks,  Lausanne,  and  Mauch  Chunk,  and  the 
boroughs  of  Mauch  Chunk  and  East  Mauch  Chunk, 
in  Carbon  County,  and  now  includes  also  the  boroughs 
of  Lansford  and  Weatherly  and  Lehigh  township, 
added  as  they  were  organized.  The  divisions  of 
Luzerne  County  originally  embraced  in  the  district 
were  the  townships  of  Hazel  and  Poster  and  the 
borough  of  Hazelton,  and  there  have  been  added 
since,  upon  their  establishment,  the  boroughs  of  Free- 
land  and  Jeddo. 

The  poor  district  of  Luzerne  County  had  only  been 
organized  by  act  of  May  1,  1861,  less  than  a  year 
before  the  union  with  Carbon  County  was  effected. 
The  commissioners  appointed  were  Joseph  Greena- 
walt,  of  Hazelton,  Ralph  Tozer,  of  Hazel  township, 
and  Richard  Sharp,  of  Foster  township.  Their  suc- 
cessors, a  board  of  directors  elected  in  October,  made 
the  proposition  to  unite  with  the  Carbon  County 
districts  before  they  had  made  any  definite  arrange- 
ments for  building  a  poor-house.  Arrangements  were 
made  adjusting  the  property  proportionally  when 
the  Middle  Coal  Field  Poor  District  was  formed, 
and  the  districts  of  Luzerne  County  paid  to  the  Car- 
bon County  authorities  four  thousand  five  hundred 
dollars,  when  they  became  the  joint  beneficiaries  i 
with  them  of  the  house  and  farm.  An  addition,  forty 
by  forty  feet  square,  and  two  stories  in  height,  was 
erected  at  the  west  end  of  the  poor-house.  In  the 
fall  of  1869,  it  having  become  obvious  that  a  hospital 
was  necessary,  steps  were  taken  toward  establishing 


one.     A  committee  was  appointed  to  visit  hospitals 
in  several  counties  of  the  State,  to  obtain  ideas  as  to 
the  best  plan  for  building  one.     A  draft  embodying 
the  most  valuable  details  was  drawn  up,  and  on  April 
4,  1870,  was  adopted.     Work  was  immediately  com- 
menced in  preparation  for  the  foundations,  and  pro- 
posals for  building  were  advertised  for,  the  result  of 
which   was  that  the  directors  entered  into  contract 
with  John  Fiddler  in  the  sum  of  fourteen  thousand 
nine  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  for  erecting  a  three- 
story  structure  with  Mansard  roof,  and  forty  by  eighty 
feet  in  dimensions.     This  building  was  completed  in 
the  spring  of  1871.     The  barn  upon  the  poor  farm 
was  destroyed  by  fire  on  the  night  of  May  10,  1880, 
and  was  replaced  by  a  fine  structure  soon  after,  at  a 
cost  of  six  thousand  dollars.     The  buildings  of  the 
Middle  Coal  Field  Poor  District  are  commodious  and 
well  arranged,  are  heated  by  steam,  and  lighted  by 
gas  throughout,  and  are  kept  in  excellent  condition. 
The  total  receipts  during  the  year  1882  were  .$25,924.10, 
and  the  expenditures  s21,657.23,  of  which  816,599.64 
was  the  cost  of  maintenance  for  the  year.     The  whole 
number  of  inmates  during  the  year  was  314,  and  the 
total  number  of  days'  support  given  them  was  65,609, 
the  average  daily  number  of  inmates  being  nearly 
180.     The  produce  of  the  farm  for  1882  was  150  tons 
of  hay,  957  bushels  rye,  136  bushels  wheat,  400  bush- 
els corn,  808  bushels  oats,  137  bushels  buckwheat, 
1800  bushels  potatoes,  100  bushels  beets,  150  bushels 
turnips,  300  bushels  mangel-wurzels,  2500  heads  cab- 
bage,  1800   pounds  butter.     There  were  raised  and 
slaughtered  4890  pounds  of  pork  and  3700  pounds  of 
beef.     The  stock  on  farm  Dec.  31,  1882,  was  9  horses, 
24  cows,  32  calves,  13  yearlings,  2  bulls,  21  shoats,  24 
pigs,  8  hogs,  and  300  fowls. 

The  present  directors  are  H.  B.  Conahan,   P.  J. 
Boyle,  and  Henry  Beineman. 


CHAPTER    IV. 

CIVIL  LIST. 

Roster  of  Civil  Officials  of  Carbon  County  and  of  Representatives  in  the 
National  and  State  Legislatures.! 

Members  of  Congeess. 
1852.  Asa  Packer. 
1854.  Asa  Packer. 
1878.  Charles  Albright. 
1880.  Robert  Klotz. 


Senators. 
1832.  Thomas  Craig,  Jr. 
1869.  A.  G.  Brodhead. 
1878.  Allen  Craig. 


1  Forjudges  of  the  courts,  see  next  chapter. 
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Members  op  Assembly. 

1843.  John  Fatzinger. 

1844.  James  R.  Strutters. 

1846.  Peter  Bauraan,  Alexander  Lockhart. 

1848-49.  Robert  Klotz. 

1850-51.  William  Lilly,  Jr. 

1852-53.  James  R.  Strutters. 

1854-55.  Thomas  Craig,  Jr. 

1836.  Enos  Tolan. 

1857.  Charles  H.  Williams. 

1858.  Samuel  Balliet. 

1859.  Zachariah  H.  Long. 

1860.  William  H.  Butler. 
1861-62.  Thomas  Craig,  Jr. 
1863-64.  Zachariah  H.  Long. 
1865-67.  Allen  Craig. 

1868.  James  Place. 

1869-70.  William  B.  Leonard. 

1871.  C.  S.  Detrick. 

1872.  E.  T.  McDonough. 

1873.  William  Kistler. 

1874.  A.  J.  Burling. 
1875-76.  James  A.  Harvey. 
1876.  J.  C.  Kramer. 

1878.  J.  G.  Zern,  Michael  Caasidy. 

1880,  Michael  Cassidy,  J.  G.  Zern. 
1882.  E.  H.  Snyder,  John  J.  Gallagher. 

Sheriffs. 
1843.  Charles  Snyder. 
1846.  John  Painter. 
1849.  Isaac  Ripple. 
1852.  John  Lentz. 
1855.  Francis  Stucker. 
1858.  Amos  Reigel. 

1861.  Charles  Packer. 

1864.  Reuben  Ziegenfuss. 
1867.  Peter  S.  Keiser. 

1870.  Jacob  W.  Roudenbush. 

1873.  Oliver  Brenizer. 

1876.  Jacob  W.  Roudenbush. 

1879.  Thomas  Koonz. 

1881.  Charle-s  W.  Lentz. 

Coroners. 
1843.  Lewis  Haney. 
1846.  John  Horn,  Jr. 
1849.  William  H.  Eberle. 
1852.  A.  G.  Brodhead. 

1865.  L.  D.  Knowles. 
1858.  S.  B.  Hutchinson. 
1859-60.  Elwin  Bauer. 

1863.  R.  Leonard. 

1864.  Solomon  Driesbach. 

1865.  John  D.  Longshore. 

1866.  Horace  De  Young. 

1867.  Elwin  Bauer. 

1868.  J.  C.  Kramer. 

1869.  Joseph  Defretsn. 


1870-71.  John  Painter. 

1872.  James  B.  Tweedle. 

1873.  John  T.  Weston. 

1874.  J.  J.  Smyth. 

1875.  A.  M.  Stapp. 
1876-78.  P.  D.  Keiser. 
1879-81.  C.  W.  Lentz. 
1882-83.  P.  H.  Latham. 

Prothonotaries. 
1843.  William  H.  Brown. 

1846.  Charles  Snyder. 
1849-52.  Dennis  Bauman. 

1856.  Stephen  E.  Sites. 
1858.  Robert  Q.  Butler. 
1861.  Thomas  J.  Heberling. 
1864-70.  J.  H.  Siewers. 
1873-76.  Thomas  Kemerer. 
1879-82.  George  W.  Esser. 

Registers  and  Recorders. 
1843.  Robert  Klotz. 
1846-49.  Oliver  Musselman. 
1852-55.  A.  B.  Nimson. 
1858.  Edward  K.  Stroh. 
1861-67.  A.  B.  Nimson. 
1869.  William  Grover. 

1872.  Alfred  Whittingham. 
1876-78.  Bernard  Phillips. 
1881.  James  H.  Hendricks. 

Treasurers. 
1843.  Peter  Bauman. 
1845.  Abraham  Shortz. 

1847.  Laurence  D.  Knowles. 
1849.  James  R.  Struthers. 
1861.  James  I.  Blakeslee. 
1853.  A.  G.  Brodhead. 
1855.  Samuel  B.  Price. 

1857.  Franklin  Reed. 
1869.  Robert  Klotz. 
1861.  Conrad  Kocher. 
1863.  M.  W.  Roudenbush. 
1865.  Patrick  Sharkey. 
1867.  A.  G.  Brodhead. 
1869.  James  Sweeny. 
1871.  Edgar  Twiuing. 

1873.  William  E.  Levan. 
1876.  Edgar  Twining. 
1878.  Max  Schneibing. 
1881.  Douglass  McLean. 

Commissioners. 

1843.  William  Kern. 
George  H.  Dougherty. 
George  Belford. 

1844.  John  D.  Bauman. 
John  G.  Kemerer. 

1845.  Jacob  Andreas. 
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1846.  Christopher  Shores. 
Ephraim  Balliet. 

1847.  John  Lentz. 

1848.  John  A.  Ziegenfuss. 

1849.  John  Horn. 

1850.  Abraham  Shortz. 
1861.  Charles  Gilbert. 

1852.  William  Kern. 

1853.  James  Brodrick. 

1854.  H.  B.  Berryhill. 

1855.  Abraham  Hasleman. 

1856.  Joshua  Bullock. 

1857.  Peter  Hartz. 

1858.  Andrew  Grover. 

1859.  Abraham  Shortz. 

1860.  Enos  Koch. 

1861.  Daniel  Stemler. 

1862.  Abel  Hewitt. 

1863.  Peter  Hartz. 

1864.  Charles  Menden. 

1865.  William  H.  Cool. 
George  Smith. 

1866.  William  Wagner. 

1867.  John  D.  Bauman. 

1868.  B.  F.  Klippinger. 

1869.  Charles  Murray. 
Edward  Eaber. 

1870.  Levi  Hasleman. 

1871.  Henry  Breneman,  Jr. 

1872.  Samuel  Hasleman. 

1873.  Daniel  Kennedy. 

1874.  Henry  Boyer. 
Jonah  Rich. 

1875.  Daniel  Rouse. 
Henry  Boyer. 

1878.  John  J.  Gallagher. 
1881.  El  win  Sensinger. 

Samuel  Hasleman. 

Amos  Reigel. 


AUDITOES. 

1843.  Charles  Dinkey,  Thomas  Snyder. 

1844.  R.  D.  Stiles,  A.  B.  Nimson. 

1845.  Nathan  Fogley. 

1846.  John  Horn,  Reuben  Dinkey. 

1847.  William  Lilly,  Jr. 

1848.  Joshua  Bullock. 

1849.  Lewis  Haney. 

1850.  S.  B.  Price. 

1851.  Thomas  Craig,  Jr. 

1852.  Hiram  Wolf. 

1853.  Tilghman  Arner. 

1854.  Solomon  Rinkcr. 

1855.  William  Lilly,  Jr. 

1856.  Reuben  Leh. 

1857.  James  Houston. 

1858.  George  Broden. 

1859.  Daniel  Heberling. 

1860.  Lafayette  Lentz,  A.  J.  Lauderbum. 


1861.  Samuel  Martyn. 

1862.  C.  A.  Williams,  John  Fiddler. 

1863.  Daniel  Stiles,  John  Ash. 

1864.  Allen  Craig. 

1865.  George  K.  McCoUum. 

1866.  Harrison  A.  Beltz,  Lafayette  Lentz. 

1867.  Max.  Schneiting. 

1868.  William  M.  Jones. 

1869.  Isaac  M.  Holcomb. 

1870.  Joseph  Young,  Levi  Hartz. 

1871.  D.  R.  Keller. 

1872.  Henry  G.  J.  Ruemiller. 

1873.  Dennis  Bauman. 

1874.  P.  D.  Keiser,  J.  B.  Longshore. 

1875.  Samuel  Ziegenfuss,  Michael  McHugh. 
1878.  Samuel  Molzer,  D.  B.  Albright,  Paul  Ker- 

fer,  Jr. 
1881.  Samuel  Ziegenfuss,  J.  W.  Hunter. 

District  Attorneys. 
1843-46.  James  R.  Struthers. 
1850-55.  O.  H.  Wheeler. 

1856.  Samuel  McLean. 

1859  (May).  William  H.  Butler,  Allen  Craig. 
1862-65.  W.  B.  Leonard. 
1867-71.  E.  C.  Dimmick. 
1874-77.  E.  R.  Siewers. 
1880-83.  Edward  M.  Mulhearn. 

Surveyors. 
1850.  Henry  Boyer,  Jr. 

1853.  S.  C.  Sites. 

1855.  Charles  H.  Nimson. 

1859  (January).  Thomas  L.  Foster,  Hiram  Bel- 
ford. 
1861.  Oliver  O.  Bauman. 
1863-64.  Edwin  Shortz. 

1865.  R.  F.  Hofford. 

1866.  James  Harvey. 

1867.  C.  H.  Dickerman. 

1868.  Henry  Boyer. 

1872.  William  G.  Freyman. 

1874.  Josiah  Xander. 

1875.  Charles  Carroll. 

1878.  H.  B.  Salkeld. 

1879.  Henry  Boyer. 
1883.  Franz  Moehl. 

Superintendents  of  County  Schools. 

1854.  J.  H.  Siewers. 

1857.  Thomas  L.  Foster. 
1863.  R.  T.  Hofford. 

1881  (June).  T.  M.  Balliet. 

Justices  op  the  Peace. 
(The  first  record  of  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  that 
part  of  the  territory  of  Northampton  County  now  em- 
braced  in  Carbon    County  is    found  in  1785,  when 
Enoch  Beer  was  commissioned  justice  for   Lehigh 
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(now  Northampton  County)  and  Towamensing  town- 
ships. In  September  of  that  year  the  county  of  North- 
ampton was  divided  into  three  judicial  districts,  and 
the  persons  whose  names  are  here  given  held  jurisdic- 
tion over  territory  a  part  of  which  is  now  Carbon 
County.  In  1808  the  county  was  again  districted  and 
so  remained  till  1840,  when  by  the  new  constitution 
each  township  became  a  separate  district.  The  jus- 
tices of  the  peace  from  1843  will  be  found  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  several  townships.) 

March   28,  1796.  Jacob  Kuntz,  Lynn  and  Towa- 
mensing. 

Jan.  12,  1799.  Samuel  Everett,  Lynn  and  Towa- 
mensing. 

Feb.  8,  1799.  Frederick  Kuntz,  Lehigh  and  Towa- 
mensing. 

May  14,  1799.  John  Weiss,  Lynn  and  Penn. 

July  22,  1799.  Michael  Ohl,  Lynn  and  Penn. 

Oct.  24,  1807.  John  Weiss,  Lynn  and  Penn. 

Oct.  24,  1807.  Daniel  Saeger,  Lynn  and  Penn. 

Feb.  9,  1809.  John  Pryor,  District  No.  9  ;  Chestnut 
Hill,  Boss,  and  Towamensing. 

Jan.  6,   1818.  John  Horn,  District  No.  10;    East 
Penn  and  Lausanne. 

Dec.  5,  1818.  George   Ziegenfuss,  District  No.  9 
Chestnut  Hill,  Ross,  and  Towamensing. 

March   19,   1819.   Jacob   Frantz,   District  No.   9 
Chestnut  Hill,  Eoss,  and  Towamensing. 

March  29,  1820.  Jacob   Dinkey,  District  No.  10 
East  Penn  and  Lausanne. 

May  18,  1821.'  George  Kelchner,  District  No.  9 
Chestnut  Hill,  Ross,  and  Towamensing. 

Feb.  6,  1822.  John  Pryor,  District  No.  10;  East 
Penn  and  Lausanne. 

March  2, 1822.  Joseph  Lester,  District  No.  10 ;  East 
Penn  and  Lausanne. 

Nov.  26,  1823.  John  Christman,  District  No.  10 
East  Penn  and  Lausanne. 

Dec.  12,  1827.  Jefferson  Buskirk,  District  No.  10 
East  Penn,  Lausanne,  and  Mauch  Chunk. 

Feb.  28,  1831.  Charles  F.  Henry,  District  No.  10 
East  Penn,  Lausanne,  and  Mauch  Chunk. 

Jan.   9,  1828.  Isaac  T.   Dodson,  District  No.  10 
East  Penn,  Lausanne,  and  Mauch  Chunk. 

January,  1834.    N.  B.    Penrose,   District  No.  10 
East  Penn,  Lausanne,  and  Mauch  Chunk. 


CHAPTER    V. 

THE    BENCH    AND  BAR    OF    CARBON    COUNTY. 

Biographical  Sketches — The  MoUie  Maguire  Trials.  I 

The  territory  now  Carbon  County  was  under  juris- 
diction of  the  Third  Judicial  District,  composed  of 
Berks,  Northampton,  Luzerne,  and  Northumberland, 
from  April  13,  1791,  to  1834.  Upon  the  redistricting 
of  the  State,  April  14,  1834,  Berks,  Northampton,  and 


Lehigh  became  the  Third  District.  In  1836  Mon- 
roe County  was  partly  created  from  Northampton, 
and  that  county  was  attached  to  the  Eleventh  District. 
On  April  10,  1844,  Carbon  County  was  erected,  with 
Schuylkill  and  Monroe  Counties,  into  the  Twenty-first 
District,  and  so  remained  until  the  redistricting  of  the 
State  by  act  of  Assembly,  April  5,  1849,  when,  with 
the  counties  of  Monroe,  Wayne,  and  Pike,  it  became 
the  Twenty-second  District.  By  act  of  Assembly, 
April  9,  1874,  Carbon  and  Monroe  Counties  were 
erected  as  the  Forty-third  District,  and  so  remain. 

Judges. — Following  is  a  list  of  those  who  have 
served  as  president  judges  of  the  Carbon  County 
courts : 

N.  B.  Eldred,  1843. 

Luther  Kidder,  October,  1847. 

N.  B.  Eldred,  1849. 

N.  B.  Eldred,  October,  1851;  resigned  spring  of 
1853. 

George  R.  Barrett,  commissioned  to  fill  place  till 
election. 

James  M.  Porter,  elected  October,  1853  ;  took  his 
seat  Dec.  1,  1853  ;  resigned  March,  1855. 

George  R.  Barrett,  elected  October,  1855. 

George  R.  Barrett,  elected  October,  1865. 

Samuel  S.  Dreher,  1870. 

Samuel  S.  Dreher,  1880. 

Associate  Judges, — The  following  have  served  as 
associate  judges : 

Asa  Packer,  1843. 

Jacob  Dinkey,  1843. 

Daniel  Heberling,  1848. 

Isaac  T.  Dodson,  October,  1851. 

William  H.  Cool,  October,  1851. 

Dennis  Bauman,  October,  1856. 

A.  G.  Brodhead,  October,  1861. 

Tilghman  Amer,  October,  1861. 

James  Hurton,  October,  1866. 

Herman  Hamburger,  October,  1866. 

John  Leisenring,  October,  1871. 

James  Hurton,  October,  1871. 

Levi  Wentz,  October,  1872. 

Harry  E.  Packer,  October,  1881. 

The  first  term  of  court  for  Carbon  County  was  the 
December  term,  1843.  Hon.  N.  B.  Eldred  president 
judge ;  Asa  Packer  and  Jacob  Dinkey,  associates. 
Members  of  the  bar  residents  of  the  county  were  W. 
H.  Butler,  James  E.  Struthers,  O.  H.  Wheeler,  and  F. 
J.  Osborn. 

W.  H.  Butler  was  a  native  of  Union  County,  Pa., 
and  located  at  Mauch  Chunk  soon  after  the  county 
was  organized,  and  practiced  in  its  courts  until  1860, 
when  he  was  elected  to  the  Legislature  and  served  as 
a  member  from  Lehigh  and  Carbon  Counties  during 
the  session  of  1861.  After  the  adjournment  of  the 
Legislature,  the  war  of  the  Rebellion  having  broken 
out,  he  joined  the  City  Troop  of  Philadelphia,  and 
served  in  it  for  a  year  or  more.  He  became  a  clerk 
in  the  surveyor-general's  office  at  Harrisburg  in  1863, 
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and  was  killed  by  a  railroad  accident  on  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Central  Eailroad  in  1865. 

James  E.  Struthers,  a  native  of  Scotland,  came  to  this 
country  with  his  father's  family  when  a  child.  The 
father  settled  in  Philadelphia.  James  R.  studied  law 
in  Easton  in  the  office  of  the  late  Judge  Porter.  He 
first  practiced  at  Stroudsburg,  and  came  to  Mauch 
Chunk  about  1840  and  engaged  in  teaching  school. 
On  the  erection  of  Carbon  County  he  was  appointed 
prosecuting  attorney.  He  was  elected  to  the  Legisla- 
ture in  1845,  and  again  in  1852  and  1853;  has  fre- 
quently changed  his  locality  and  business;  has  re- 
sided in  Iowa,  in  Wisconsin,  New  Jersey,  and  other 
places,  sometimes  following  the  profession  of  law, 
sometimes  publishing  a  newspaper,  at  others  engaged 
in  farming,  etc.  He  is  now  residing  near  Wilkes- 
barre. 

0.  H.  Wheeler,  a  native  of  New  York  State,  studied 
law  in  Wilkesbarre,  located  at  Mauch  Chunk  in  1843, 
and  was  once  or  twice  elected  to  the  oflBce  of  prose- 
cuting attorney.  Engaging  in  business  outside  of 
his  profession,  he  was  unsuccessful,  and  tried  various 
schemes  to  retrieve  his  fortune.  He  wandered  from 
place  to  place,  and  was  at  last  accounts  at  Bradford, 
McKean  Co.,  Pa. 

H.  B.  Burnham  removed  from  Carbondale  to  Mauch 
Chunk  in  1849,  and  followed  the  legal  profession  at 
that  place  until  1861,  when  he  entered  the  army  as 
lieutenant-colonel  of  volunteers  and  served  with  his 
regiment  for  a  year  or  more,  when  he  was  detailed  for 
service  as  judge-advocate  on  court-martial.  He  was 
retained  in  the  regular  army  after  the  war,  and  was* 
appointed  judge  of  the  Criminal  Court  of  Richmond, 
Va.  After  civil  government  was  fully  established  he 
was  transferred  to  the  military  division  of  the  Platte. 
He  resides  at  Omaha,  Neb.,  as  judge-advocate,  with 
rank  of  colonel  on  the  staff  of  the  commanding-gen- 
eral of  that  division. 

J.  H.  Siewers  was  born  in  the  island  of  St.  John, 
West  Indies,  and  was  the  son  of  a  Moravian  mission- 
ary to  the  negroes  of  that  island.  Mr.  Siewers  was 
educated  at  Nazareth,  Northampton  Co.,  Pa.,  receiving 
a  good  English,  German,  and  classical  education,  was 
also  conversant  with  French  and  Spanish;  engaged  in 
teaching  at  Wilkesbarre  and  Kingston;  removed  to 
Mauch  Chunk  in  1843,  and  for  several  years  followed 
the  profession  of  teaching;  was  for  several  years  super- 
intendent of  schools  for  the  county;  was  admitted  to 
tlie  bar  in  1846,  and  practiced  successfully  until  his 
hearing  became  impaired  so  as  to  interfere  with  his 
trial  of  his  cases  in  court,  when  he  was  elected  pro- 
thonotary  and  clerk  of  the  courts,  which  office  he 
held  for  three  terms  and  then  gave  his  whole  atten- 
tion to  the  insurance  business,  in  which  he  had  been 
more  or  less  engaged  for  several  years.  He  died  sud- 
denly of  heart-disease  in  November,  1880. 

Milo  M.  Dimmick,  a  native  of  Pike  County,  Pa 
practiced    law   at  Stroudsburg,    Monroe   Co.,   many 
years;  was  elected  to  Congress  in  1848,  and  re-elected 


in  1850  from  the  district  then  composed  of  Carbon, 
Monroe,  Northampton,  Pike,  and  Wayne  Counties. 
Mr.  Dimmick  was  candidate  for  president  judge  in 
1852,  but  was  defeated  by  James  M.  Porter,  of  Eas- 
ton, an  independent  candidate.  In  1853  he  removed 
to  Mauch  Chunk,  and  was  an  active  and  successful 
lawyer  until  near  the  time  of  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred in  November,  1872.  At  a  meeting  of  the  bar 
of  Carbon  County  November  22d,  the  following  is 
found  in  the  minutes  of  that  meeting:  "  Assembled  for 
the  first  time  in  the  recollection  of  living  members  of 
the  bar  of  Carbon  County  to  commemorate  the  death 
of  an  associate." 

Samuel  McLane,  a  native  of  Carbon  County,  was 
educated  at  Lafayette  College,  Easton  ;  went  to  Cali- 
fornia in  1849;  returned  about  three  years  later, 
studied  law,  and  located  in  Mauch  Chunk  in  1855; 
was  elected  prosecuting  attorney  in  1856.  During 
the  excitement  consequent  upon  the  discovery  of  gold 
at  Pike's  Peak  he  started  for  that  gold-field,  subse- 
quently went  to  Montana,  and  returned  as  the  first 
delegate  in  Congress  from  that  territory.  After  his 
term  of  service  in  Congress  expired  he  purchased  a 
plantation  in  Virginia,  where  he  lived  until  the  time 
of  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1880. 

Thomas  L.  Foster,  a  native  of  Columbia  County, 
Pa.,  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  Wilkesbarre,  October, 
1844,  and  soon  after  located  in  Mauch  Chunk;  was 
superintendent  of  schools  for  nine  years,  meantime 
keeping  up  the  practice  of  law.  On  the  organization 
of  the  Second  National  Bank  of  Mauch  Chunk  he 
was  elected  cashier,  and  has  since  devoted  his  time  to 
the  affairs  of  the  bank. 

Paul  R.  Weitzel,  a  native  of  Northumberland 
County,  studied  law  in  Easton  ;  was  admitted  to  the 
bar  of  Carbon  County  in  1857,  and  became  a  partner 
of  O.  H.  Wheeler.  He  resided  in  Mauch  Chunk 
until  1867,  then  removed  to  Williamsport,  and  was 
there  engaged  in  the  lumber  business.  In  1871  he 
removed  to  Scranton,  where  he  now  resides  and 
practices  law. 

Daniel  Kalbfuss,  a  native  of  Columbia  County,  Pa., 
was  admitted  to  the  Carbon  County  bar  in  1859,  and 
soon  became  distinguished  for  his  eloquence  as  an 
advocate.  He  engaged  actively  in  politics.  His 
style  of  eloquence  making  him  exceedingly  popular 
as  a  stump-speaker,  his  services  were  called  for  in 
every  election.  He  twice  stumped  the  whole  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  was  frequently  called  into  other 
States.  During  the  JMoUie  Maguire  trials,  in  1875, 
1876,  and  1877,  he  took  part  in  the  defense  of  the 
prisoners  with  more  than  his  usual  zeal.  During  the 
latter  part  of  these  trials  his  extravagance  of  act  and 
speech  became  noticeable,  which  increased  to  absolute 
mania,  necessitating  his  removal  to  an  asylum  in  1880, 
where  he  died  Feb.  1,  1881. 

Charles  Albright,  a  native  of  Bucks  County,  Pa., 
born  Dec.  13,  1830,  located  in  Mauch  Chunk  in  1856, 
having  previously  lived  for  a  time  in  Kansas  Terri- 
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tory  and  removed  on  account  of  the  border  troubles. 
On  settling  in  Mauch  Chunk  he  engaged  actively  in 
the  practice  of  law,  and  soon  engaged  in  other  busi- 
ness. On  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  of  the  Ke- 
bellion  he  became  interested  in  contracts  for  army 
supplies,  particularly  in  the  manufacture  of  shells. 
In  1862  he  entered  the  army  as  major  of  one  of  the 
Pennsylvania  nine  months'  regiments  (One  Hundred 
and  Thirty-second),  and  was  in  the  battles  of  Antie- 
tam,  Fredericksburg,  and  Chancellorsville.  On  the 
expiration  of  his  term  of  service  he  again  volunteered, 
and  was  colonel  of  the  Two  Hundred  and  Second 
Regiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  and  served  until 
the  close  of  the  war,  having  been  promoted  to  briga- 
dier-general. After  the  war  he  resumed  the  practice 
of  law,  continued  in  the  iron  business,  engaged  in 
mining  and  preparing  slate,  manufacture  of  paint, 
and  mining  of  coal ;  takes  a  lively  interest  in  politics ; 
was  elected  to  Congress  as  congressman  at  large,  in 
1872,  on  the  Republican  ticket;  was  a  candidate  for 
Congress  in  1878,  in  the  Eleventh  District,  and  was 
defeated,  after  a  most  exciting  campaign,  by  the  Hon. 
Robert  Klotz.  There  were  four  candidates  in  the 
field.  Gen.  Albright  coming  out  second,  ninety-five 
votes  behind  the  successful  candidate.  He  was  also 
one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Second  National  Bank, 
and  its  president.  He  took  a  very  active  and  laborious 
part  for  the  State  in  the  MoUie  Maguire  trials.  He 
may  be  said  to  have  carried  on  business  enough  to 
have  filled  the  time  of  three  men,  with  the  usual 
results, — a  sudden  breaking  down  of  health,  dying 
after  a  few  weeks'  sickness  in  September,  1880. 
■  John  D.  Bertolette,  a  native  of  Beading,  came  to 
Mauch  Chunk  and  entered  the  law-office  of  Charles 
Albright  as  a  student  of  law  in  1860.  On  the  break- 
ing out  of  the  war  he  was  one  of  the  first  to  enlist, 
and  was  adjutant  of  the  Sixth  Regiment  Nine  Months' 
Volunteers,  Pennsylvania.  On  the  expiration  of  this 
term  he  at  once  re-enlisted,  and  served  with  distinction 
through  the  war,  becoming  adjutant-general  with  rank 
of  colonel.  He  was  several  times  severely  wounded. 
After  the  war  was  over  he  resumed  the  study  of  law, 
and  was  admitted  to  practice  in  1867,  and  became 
a  partner  of  his  preceptor.  He  was  quartermaster- 
general  on  the  staff  of  Governor  Hartranft.  He  died 
of  consumption  in  April,  1881. 

Stephen  E.  Sites,  a  native  of  Luzerne  County,  Pa., 
taught  school  in  Beaver  Meadow  and  afterward  in 
Nesquehoning ;  was  elected  prothonotary  in  1855  ; 
studied  law  under  the  direction  of  O.  H.  Wheeler, 
and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1859,  and  became  a 
partner  of  James  B.  Struthers.  The  firm  was  dis- 
solved in  1862.  Mr.  Sites  was  engaged  in  various 
schemes  of  speculation,  and  finally  engaged  in  mer- 
cantile business,  in  which  he  failed.  He  left  for  the 
West,  and  when  last  heard  from  was  located  some- 
where in  Missouri. 

W.  B.  Leonard  was  born  at  Hancock,  Delaware 
Co.,  N.  Y.     When  a  child  his  father's  family  moved 


to  Elm  Valley,  Allegany  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  the  boy 
was  brought  up  to  farming.  Developing  a  taste  for 
learning,  he  began  school -teaching  at  seventeen  years 
of  age,  teaching  winters,  attending  a  term  at  Alfred 
Academy  (now  University),  either  spring  or  fall,  and 
working  between  times  on  the  farm,  thus  paying  his 
way  until  he  finally  graduated  from  the  Alfred  Uni- 
versity in  1858 ;  taught  school  the  following  winter, 
and  then  commenced  the  study  of  law  in  the  office  of 
Reynolds  &  Brundridge,  at  Hornellsville,  N.  Y.,  ex- 
pecting to  teach  and  study  alternately.  In  the  sum- 
mer of  1869  he  was  invited  to  become  a  member  of  his 
brother's— Dr.  B.  Leonard's— family  in  Mauch  Chunk, 
and  pursue  the  study  of  law  in  that  place,  which  he 
accepted,  and  entering  the  office  of  Struthers  &  Sites 
in  September,  1859,  was  admitted  to  the  bar  March, 
1861.  He  soon  after  formed  a  partnership  with  H.  B. 
Burnham.  Mr.  Burnham  entering  the  army  left  him 
in  charge  of  the  practice.  In  1862  he  was  elected 
prosecuting  attorney,  and  re-elected  in  1865;  was 
elected  to  the  State  Legislature  to  represent  the  coun- 
ties of  Carbon  and  Monroe  in  1869,  and  again  in  1870. 
After  filling  his  term  of  service  in  the  Legislature  he 
attended  closely  to  his  profession.  He  died  Jan.  1, 
1875,  after  two  days'  sickness.  He  was  a  man  of 
strict  integrity,  and  enjoyed  the  confidence  of  the 
community  to  a  remarkable  degree. 

Francis  P.  Longstreet,  a  native  of  Wayne  County, 
Pa.,  born  1843 ;  died  at  Lehighton,  Carbon  Co.,  Pa., 
April  4, 1880.  He  served  for  a  term  of  nine  months  in 
the  army ;  afterwards  moved  to  Erie,  where  he  studied 
law,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1873.  He  left 
Erie  on  account  of  failing  health,  and  located  at  Le- 
highton in  1876.  He  engaged  in  the  practice  of  law, 
and  following  it  as  closely  as  his  health  would  per- 
mit, gained  numerous  friends,  and  was  highly  re- 
spected by  all  who  knew  him. 

H.  F.  Handy,  a  native  of  Broome  County,  N.  Y., 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  at  Binghamton,  N.  Y. ;  re- 
moved to  Mauch  Chunk  in  1863  ;  formed  a  partner- 
ship with  the  late  J.  H.  Simons  in  1865.  Mr.  Simons 
having  been  elected  prothonotary,  Mr.  Handy  carried 
on  the  law  business  by  himself.  He  removed  to  the 
West  in  1870,  and  has  since  lived  in  Kansas,  New 
Mexico,  and  other  places.  He  is  now  located  at 
Lansing,  Mich. 

F.  A.  Doney,  a  native  of  Wayne  County,  Pa.,  lo- 
cated in  Mauch  Chunk  in  1869.  He  edited  a  paper 
and  practiced  law  for  two  or  three  years,  then  re- 
moved to  Luzerne  County,  Pa.,  and  now  follows 
preaching. 

John  C.  Dimmick,  son  of  M.  M.  Dimmick,  a  native 
of  Monroe  County,  Pa.,  studied  law  with  his  father, 
and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  October,  1869.  He 
practiced  law  with  his  father  until  the  death  of  the 
latter,  then  he  formed  a  partnership  with  his  cousin, 
E.  C.  Dimmick.     He  died  January,  1875. 

Edward  C.  Dimmick,  a  native  of  Wayne  County, 
Pa.,  came  to  Mauch  Chunk  and  studied  law  with  his 
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uncle,  Hon.  M.  M.  Dimmick,  and  was  admitted  to  the 
bar  in  1865.  He  was  elected  prosecuting  attorney  in 
1868,  and  re-elected  in  1871.  About  1877  he  removed 
to  Scranton,  where  he  now  resides. 

Jabez  Alsom,  a  native  of  Easton,  Pa.,  came  to  Mauch 
Chunk  in  1863  ;  was  for  a  few  years  clerk  in  Lehigh 
Valley  Railroad  office ;  subsequently  studied  law 
with  the  lute  Daniel  Kalbfuss,  and  was  admitted  to 
practice  in  1870 ;  soon  after  removed  to  Hazleton, 
Luzerne  Co.,  Pa.,  where  he  practiced  law  until  the 
time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1879. 

F.  J.  Osborn  and  Silas  E.  Bozzard  were  residents 
of  this  county  when  it  was  first  organized,  and  were 
the  members  of  the  bar  admitted  at  the  first  court. 
We  can  learn  nothing  of  their  antecedents  or  subse- 
quent career,  except  that  Bozzard  is  said  to  have  died 
several  years  ago  somewhere  in  Massachusetts.  There 
are  others  that  have  lived  for  a  few  months  or  a  year 
within  the  county  and  have  left  without  leaving  any 
record  behind  them.  Most  of  the  eminent  lawyers  of 
Eastern  Pennsylvania  have  practiced  at  the  Carbon 
County  courts  from  time  to  time,  and  were  members 
of  its  bar  though  not  residents  of  the  county.  The 
present  members  of  the  bar  resident  within  the  county 
are: 

Hon.  Allen  Craig,  a  native  of  this  county,  who 
studied  law  with  Hon.  M.  M.  Dimmick,  and  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  in  June,  1858;  was  elected  prose- 
cuting attorney  in  1859 ;  was  elected  to  the  House 
of  Eepresentatives  of  Pennsylvania  in  1865,  and  re- 
elected in  1866  and  1867,  representing  the  district 
composed  of  the  counties  of  Carbon  and  Monroe.  In 
1878  he  was  elected  senator  from  the  district  com- 
posed of  the  counties  of  Carbon,  Monroe,  and  Pike. 
Mr.  Craig  is  now  actively  engaged  in  his  profession. 

William  M.  Rapsher,  a  native  of  this  county, 
studied  law  with  the  Hon.  Charles  Albright  in  Mauch 
Chunk;  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1871  ;  located  at 
Lehighton  ;  has  represented  the  county  in  the  Legis- 
lature one  term,  having  been  elected  in  1876 ;  is  now 
residing  at  Lehighton. 

E.  M.  Matherson,  a  native  of  Mauch  Chunk,  was 
admitted  in  1873;  was  a  student  of  the  late  Daniel 
Kalbfuss ;  is  now  prosecuting  attorney. 

Edward  R.  Simons  studied  law  with  his  father,  J. 
H.  Simons;  was  admitted  Oct.  21,  1873;  has  served 
six  years  as  prosecuting  attorney,  and  is  now  engaged 
in  law  and  insurance  business. 

William  G.  Fryman  was  a  student  of  Gen.  Charles 
Albright;  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1873,  and  be- 
came a  partner  of  his  instructor,  the  firm  continuing 
until  the  death  of  the  general. 

Frederick  Bertolette,  a  native  of  Union  County, 
Pa.,  was  a  student  of  John  D.  Bertolette  ;  admitted 
to  the  bar  in  June,  1874. 

James  S.  Loose  was  also  a  student  and  partner  of 
J.  D.  Bertolette ;  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1875  ;  is  now 
a  partner  of  Allen  Craig. 

Joseph   Kalbfuss    studied   law   with    his    brother 


Daniel  Kalbfuss ;  was  admitted  in  October,  1876  ;  is 
collector  of  internal  revenue. 

S.  R.  Gilham,  admitted  to  the  bar  June  term,  1879 ; 
residence  and  office,  Lehighton. 

L.  H.  Barber,  formerly  principal  of  Mauch  Chunk 
High  School ;  admitted  to  the  bar  January,  1882;  was 
a  student  of  F.  Bertolette. 

Charles  O.  Stroh  was  admitted  January,  1883 ;  was 
a  student  of  Albright  &  Fryman. 

James  Kiepes,  admitted  June,  1883  ;  was  a  student 
and  is  now  a  partner  of  J.  G.  Fryman. 

John  Kline  and  William  Boyl  were  both  admitted 
to  the  bar  in  1878,  neither  of  whom  are  now  residents 
of  Carbon  County. 

Causes  C^lebres— The  Mollie  Maguire  Trials.— 
In  the  history  of  what  is  judicially  known  as  the 
Mollie  Maguire  trials  Carbon  County  occupies  a  most 
conspicuous  position.  It  was  here  the  first  trial  re- 
sulting in  conviction  and  execution  took  place.  The 
evidence  elicited  on  this  trial  unlocked  the  mysteries 
of  an  organization  of  criminals,  and  led  to  the  con- 
viction and  execution  of  upwards  of  twenty  persons 
charged  with  murder,  the  incarceration  in  the  peni- 
tentiary of  many  others,  and  making  great  numbers 
fugitives  from  justice. 

The  organization  of  the  "  Ancient  Order  of  Hi- 
bernians," commonly  called  "Mollie  Maguires,''  what- 
ever it  is  or  has  been  elsewhere,  in  the  anthracite  coal 
region  of  Pennsylvania  was  an  organization  for  the 
perpetration  of  crime  and  the  protection  of  criminals. 
At  least  such  was  the  use  made  of  the  organization 
by  those  having  control  of  its  workings.  The  mem- 
bers of  this  society  were  bound  together  by  oaths,  and 
recognized  each  other  by  signs,  tokens,  and  pass-words, 
and  the  members  were  bound  under  dire  penalties  to 
obey  the  orders  of  their  officers,  or  carry  out  the  res- 
olutions of  their  body.  They  were  organized  in  small 
local  societies,  known  as  "  Bodies,"  pre-iided  over  by 
a  president,  known  as  "  Body  Master." 

When  any  member  of  a  "  body"  had  a  grievance 
against  any  one,  he  laid  the  subject  before  his 
"  body,"  and  they  determined  whether  it  was  of 
sufficient  importance  to  come  under  the  control  of 
the  "body,"  and  also  what  measure  of  redress  or 
vengeance  should  be  resorted  to.  When  the  object 
of  vengeance  was  to  be  punished  by  beating  or  other 
maltreatment,  the  members  of  the  "  body"  were  se- 
lected to  do  the  job,  or  members  of  other  "  bodies" 
were  solicited  to  assist  or  to  take  the  whole  matter 
into  their  hands  when  great  necessity  for  secrecy 
existed,  as  in  cases  where  burning  out  or  great  bodily 
harm  was  intended. 

In  cases  where  the  taking  of  life  was  determined 
on,  the  intended  victim  was  generally  given  notice  by 
anonymous  letter,  or  by  what  was  known  as  the  coffin 
handbill,  which  consisted  in  a  rude  drawingof  a  coffin 
with  the  name  of  the  victim  written  upon  it.  This 
was  put  upon  the  door  of  the  objectionable  person  or 
his  place  of  business.    This  was  called  "  giving  warn- 
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ing."  When  the  offending  person  was  a  private  citi- 
zen, or  some  one  whose  case  was  likely  to  attract  but 
little  attention  or  elicit  little  inquiry,  the  victim  would 
be  invited  to  join  a  social  party  or  other  gathering, 
when  some  disturbance  would  take  place  in  which 
the  intended  victim  would  probably  not  be  interested, 
when  some  missile  would  be  thrown,  or  blow  struck, 
as  if  intended  for  another,  and  the  object  of  vengeance 
more  or  less  injured,  all  by  accident,  as  would  be 
alleged.  Sometimes  at  one  of  these  gatherings  the 
executioners  would  be  carelessly  handling  a  gun  or 
pistol,  when  apparently  in  the  most  accidental  man- 
ner the  weapon  would  be  discharged,  and  a  person 
either  killed  or  maimed  for  life,  as  had  been  previ- 
ously determined,  and  the  victim  often  persuaded 
that  all  was  purely  accidental.  Sometimes  a  victim 
was  waylaid  and  injured  without  any  clue  as  to  the 
perpetrators  ;  or  if  suspected  and  arrested,  there  were 
•  always  persons  ready  to  prove  an  alibi  by  swearing 
that  at  that  particular  time  the  suspected  person  was 
at  a  wake,  frolic,  wedding,  or  funeral,  miles  away. 
This  state  of  things  had  long  existed  prior  to  the 
breaking  out  of  the  war  of  the  Rebellion,  which,  by 
Increasing  wages,  attracted  large  numbers  of  working 
men,  laborers,  and  miners  to  the  anthracite  region, 
and  recklessness  and  lawlessness  became  the  order  of 
the  day. 

The  order  for  enrollment  for  the  draft  excited  much 
uneasiness,  and  encountered  much  opposition  from 
most  of  the  laboring  class  of  the  mining  region,  and 
it  became  impossible  to  make  enrollments.  The  first 
of  the  noted  murders  within  the  territory  of  Carbon 
County  grew  out  of  the  opposition  to  the  draft,  and 
while  generally  ascribed  to  the  Mollie  Maguires,  and 
accomplished  mainly  through  that  organization,  there 
were  probably  many  connected  with  this  murder  that 
were  not  members  of  that  organization.  It  has  also 
been  urged  in  defense  of  the  society  of  the  "  Ancient 
Order  of  Hibernians"  that  the  excitement  of  the  war 
had  rendered  the  organization  less  particular  as  to 
who  were  admitted  to  membership,  and  that  desperate 
and  disreputable  persons  gained  admission  to  and 
finally  control  of  the  order  in  this  county,  which 
could  not  have  happened  in  more  peaceful  times. 
George  K.  Smith,  superintendent  and  operator  of  the 
Audenried  Coal-Mines  at  Audenried,  had  given  the 
enrolling  officers  a  list  of  the  employes  at  the  mines 
controlled  by  him.  On  the  evening  of  Nov.  5,  1863, 
Mr.  Smith  having  retired  early,  Mrs.  Smith  was  called 
to  the  door  by  a  knock,  when  a  man  asked  to  see  Mr. 
Smith,  saying  he  had  a  letter  for  him.  On  Mrs.  Smith 
informing  the  man  that  Mr.  Smith  had  retired,  he  re- 
marked that  he  could  as  well  give  her  the  letter,  and 
as  if  in  the  act  of  drawing  a  letter  from  his  pocket,  a 
pistol  was  exploded  setting  the  man's  clothing  on  fire. 
Immediately  the  back  door  of  the  house  was  burst  in 
and  the  house  filled  with  men,  and  an  indiscriminate 
firing  of  pistols  followed.  Mr.  Smith  and  his  clerk, 
aroused  by  the  noise,  were  soon  in  the  melee,  and  en- 


gaged in  a  desperate  hand-to-hand  encounter.  When 
the  intruders  had  departed,  Mr.  Smith  was  found  shot 
to  death,  Mr.  Ulrick,  his  clerk,  severely  wounded,  and 
the  walls  of  the  house  perforated  in  almost  every  di- 
rection, while  a  trail  of  blood  leading  from  the  house 
showed  the  assailants  had  not  escaped  without  injury. 
Of  the  twenty  or  more  persons  in  the  house  who  were 
seen  by  Mr.  Ulrick,  Mrs.  Smith,  and  other  members 
of  the  family,  not  one  was  recognized,  though  none 
were  disguised.  It  was  afterwards  remembered  that 
the  town  had  been  full  of  strangers  on  that  day,  and 
they  had  been  buying  powder  freely  ;  in  fact,  as  one  of 
the  participants  said  afterwards,  they  did  not  leave 
behind  them  a  charge  of  powder  that  could  be  got 
hold  of  It  was  many  years  before  any  of  the  par- 
ticipants in  this  crime  were  brought  to  justice. 

On  the  night  of  June  11,  1869,  Mr.  Hendrix,  super- 
intendent of  the  Buck  Mountain  Coal  Company,  was 
brutally  beaten  in  his  room  at  his  boarding-house  in 
the  village  of  Clifton.  A  gang  of  men,  numbering 
two  hundred  or  more,  surrounded  the  house,  broke  in 
the  door,  entered  his  room,  and  but  for  the  interference 
of  his  wife  would  in  all  probability  have  taken  his  life. 
Mrs.  Hendrix,  by  throwing  herself  between  her  hus- 
band and  his  assailants,  received  many  blows  intended 
for  him.  Mr.  Hendrix  was  beaten  with  clubs  and 
pistol-butts,  besides  being  kicked  and  receiving  two 
stabs  from  a  knife,  one  on  the  jaw,  the  other  on  the 
phoulder,  both  undoubtedly  intended  for  his  throat. 
After  completing  their  work  on  Mr.  Hendrix  the  gang 
went  to  the  house  of  Mr.  James  Harvey,  in  search  of  a 
man  against  whom  they  had  some  grudge  or  grievance, 
vowing  death  to  the  informer,  as  they  denominated 
him.  This  man,  by  hiding  under  the  bed  of  Mr. 
Harvey's  children,  and  Mr.  Harvey's  earnest  declara- 
tion that  the  man  had  left  in  the  evening,  was  saved. 
The  party  then  formed  in  procession  and  proceeded 
to  Eckly,  Luzerne  Co.,  two  miles  distant,  where  lived 
a  Capt.  McGinly,  against  whom  there  was  some  com- 
plaint. 

The  captain  was  a  man  of  spirit,  and  fearful  of  an 
encounter  with  him,  armed  with  his  magazine-rifle, 
they  broke  in  the  door,  and,  seizing  the  captain's 
father,  used  the  old  man  as  a  shield  to  protect  them 
in  front  while  advancing  up-stairs  to  attack  the  son, 
the  old  man  meantime  begging  the  son  most  piteously 
not  to  fire,  as  he  would  be  sure  to  kill  him.  The  cap- 
tain was  at  last  reached  (not,  however,  before  he  got 
in  one  shot,  which  from  subsequent  signs  was  not 
without  effect),  knocked  down,  and  beaten  into  insen- 
sibility. The  party  then  dispersed,  returning  to  their 
homes,  which  were,  after  many  years,  learned  to  have 
been  principally  in  Audenried  and  Yorktown,  ten 
miles  from  the  scene  of  their  outrages. 

That  their  coming  was  known  and  prepared  for  was 
attested  by  the  fact  that  the  house-dog  had  been 
killed  and  Mr.  Hendrix's  pistols  removed  from  his 
room  by  the  servants  of  the  house,  and  ail  the  ser- 
vants were  absent  on  that  evening. 
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On  the  evening  of  Dec.  2,  1871,  Morgan  Powel, 
superintendent  of  the  Lehigh  Coal  and  Navigation 
Company's  mines  at  Summit  Hill  and  vicinity,  was 
murdered  at  Summit  Hill.  Between  eight  and  nine 
o'clock  he  left  the  store  of  Capt.  Williamson  to  visit 
the  office  of  the  company  across  the  street.  He  saw 
several  men  standing  in  the  street,  and  had  passed 
but  a  few  steps  from  the  store  when  one  of  the  men 
stepped  in  front  of  him  and  fired  a  pistol-shot  into 
his  body,  inflicting  a  mortal  wound,  from  which  he 
died  two  days  after.  He  did  not  recognize  any  of  the 
men,  but  from  the  size  and  action  of  one,  he  sus- 
pected a  man  with  whom  he  had  formerly  had  some 
difficulty,  who  was  arrested  and  put  on  trial,  but  was 
shown  to  be  perfectly  innocent,  and  it  remained  for 
several  years  a  mystery  who  were  the  actors  in  that 
deed  of  blood. 

On  the  morning  of  the  8d  of  September,  1875,  was 
enacted  a  tragedy  that  finally  led  to  the  discovery, 
conviction,  and  execution  of  the  perpetrators  of  many 
dark  crimes.  On  that  morning  as  John  P.  Jones, 
mine-boss  at  Lansford,  was  going  to  his  work,  and 
passing  down  a  path  that  leads  from  Storm  Hill  to  the 
depot  at  Lansford,  in  daylight,  and  in  sight  of  many 
people  employed  about  the  place,  he  was  overtaken 
by  two  men,  who  came  running  as  if  in  a  hurry  to 
reach  the  train  that  had  just  arrived  at  the  depot,  and 
shot  down  in  the  most  brutal  manner.  His  murderers 
turned  and  scrambled  up  the  hill,  and,  before  the  wit- 
nesses of  the  deed  fully  comprehended  the  affair  or 
had  time  to  organize  for  pursuit,  had  gained  the  covert 
of  the  woods  and  were  out  of  sight.  Active  pursuit 
was  soon  begun,  and  by  noon  had  terminated  in  the 
capture  of  Michael  J.  Doyle,  Edward  Kelly,  and 
James  Kerrigan,  who  were  securely  lodged  in  jail  at 
Mauch  Chunk  that  evening.  Doyle  and  Kelly  were 
recognized  as  the  men  who  did  the  shooting  of  Jones, 
and  Kerrigan  as  the  man  that  had  been  in  company 
with  them  the  day  before,  under  pretense  of  look- 
ing for  work,  taking  in  the  situation,  and  becoming 
familiar  with  the  appearance  of  Jones.  When  cap- 
tured Kerrigan  was  supplying  Doyle  and  Kelly  with 
refreshments  in  the  woods  near  Tamaqua.  With 
them  was  captured  the  celebrated  black  pistol  known 
as  the  "  Roarity  Pistol."  This  pistol  was  highly  es- 
teemed, and  called  by  the  Mollies  "the  lucky  pistol," 
and  had  been  used  by  them  in  a  number  of  murders, 
among  them  that  of  Morgan  Powel,  Policeman  Yost, 
and  others.  It  was  a  heavy  weapon,  of  large  calibre, 
said  never  to  miss  Are ;  indeed,  in  the  Mollies'  estima- 
tion, "just  the  thing  for  a  claw  job." 

The  prisoners,  Doyle  and  Kelly,  were  found  to  be 
from  Mount  Laffa,  Schuylkill  Co.,  and  Kerrigan  was 
the  body-master  of  Tamaqua  Lodge  of  Mollies.  This 
arrest  was  one  of  the  greatest  importance,  not  (jnly 
to  Carbon  County,  but  to  the  whole  anthracite  coal- 
field. It  was  the  first  time  that  perpetrators  of  crime 
by  the  MoUie  Maguire  organization  had  been  arrested 
with  a  fair  chance  of  their  being  convicted.     The 


Mollies,  emboldened  by  a  long  course  of  crime,  and 
easy  escape  from  punishment  by  reason  of  their  ability 
to  intimidate  witnesses  and  overawe  juries,  as  well  as 
their  facilities  for  procuring  false  witnesses  in  their 
defense,  had  become  reckless  and  had  exposed  them- 
selves to  unusual  danger.  But  this  did  not  discourage 
the  Mollies  or  prevent  their  making  desperate  exer- 
tions to  defend  their  comrades.  Money  was  speedily 
raised  for  the  employment  of  counsel,  and  some  of  the 
best  lawyers  of  the  country  were  retained  for  their 
defense,  and  when  the  prisoners  were  arraigned  at  the 
October  term  of  Carbon  County  Court,  John  W. 
Ryan,  Linn  Bartholomew,  and  James  B.  Riley,  of 
Schuylkill  Courts,  and  Daniel  Kalbfuss  and  Edward 
Mulhearn  appeared  in  their  behalf.  To  meet  this 
formidable  array  of  legal  talent  the  Coal  and  Railroad 
Companies  authorized  their  counsel  to  assist  District 
Attorney  E.  R.  Siewers  in  the  prosecution,  and  F.  W. 
Hughes  for  the  Reading  Railroad,  Charles  Albright 
for  the  Lehigh  and  Wilkesbarre  Coal  Company,  and 
Allen  Craig  for  the  Lehigh  Valley  Railroad  appeared 
in  behalf  of  the  people.  At  the  October  term,  on 
motion  of  the  defendants,  who  took  technical  objec- 
tions to  the  array  of  jurors,  the  case  went  over  to  the 
January  term.  Accordingly,  on  the  18th  of  January, 
1876,  was  began  the  most  important  criminal  trial 
that  has  ever  occurred  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 
It  is  not  necessary  here  to  detail  all  the  incidents  of 
this  trial.  They  have  been  fairly  depicted  by  F.  P. 
Dewees,  in  a  book  entitled  "  The  Molly  Maguires," 
published  by  Lippincott  &  Co.,  Philadelphia,  1877, 
and  an  interesting  book  by  Allan  Pinkerton,  entitled 
"The  Molly  Maguire,"  in  which  the  detective  gives 
a  full  and  interesting  account  of  the  doings  of  the 
noted  Detective  McParlan,  published  by  Carlton  & 
Co.,  New  York,  1877. 

During  the  trial  Mauch  Chunk  was  the  scene  of 
great  anxiety.  The  Mollies  were  out  in  great  force. 
Alexander  Campbell,  body-master  of  Summit  Hill, 
who  had  procured  the  assassination  of  Jones,  was  on 
hand  with  a  trusty  band  of  lieutenants.  Jerry  Kane, 
of  Mount  Laffa,  who  had  furnished  the  men  for  the 
job,  was  also  on  hand,  mysteriously  keeping  his  room 
at  the  Broadway  Hotel,  seeing  no  one  except  by 
special  announcement,  and  then  but  one  at  a  time. 
John  Slatterly,  of  Tuscarora,  ex-postmaster  and  late 
candidate  for  associate  judge  of  Schuylkill,  dignified 
and  serene,  appeared  to  almost  give  respectability  to 
the  motley  rabble  of  the  more  plebeian  sympathizers 
with  the  prisoners.  Insinuations  were  freely  given 
out  "that  it  would  not  be  well  for  witnesses  to  be  too 
hard  on  the  prisoners,"  and  any  jury  that  rendered  a 
verdict  of  guilty  would  henceforth  be  marked  men. 
The  most  openly  active  of  all  the  apparent  friends  of 
the  prisoners  was  a  red-haired,  rough-looking,  hard- 
drinking,  reckless  representative  from  Shenandoah. 
Very  popular  among  his  acquaintances,  and  appear- 
ing to  have  the  whole  outside  manipulation  of  the  de- 
fense in  his  hands.     He  was  suspected  and  closely 
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watched  by  the  local  police  as  a  man  capable  of  any 
desperate  act,  even  to  heading  an  attack  upon  court 
and  officers  for  the  purpose  of  rescuing  the  prisoners. 
He  was  known  to  the  Mollies  as  James  McKenna,  but 
to  Capt.  Linden,  chief  of  the  Coal  and  Iron  Police,  he 
was  "  James  McParlan,  the  detective.''  He  had  been 
among  the  Mollie  Maguires,  in  the  employ  of  Pinker- 
ton,  for  three  years,  and  knew  all  the  inside  workings 
of  the  organization,  and,  being  fully  trusted  by  all  of 
them,  was  admitted  to  all  their  councils,  even  to  the 
consultations  of  their  attorneys.  The  prisoners  had 
pleaded  "  not  guilty,"  and  demanded  separate  trials, 
and  the  commonwealth  chose  to  try  Michael  J.  Doyle, 
but  Kerrigan  and  Kelly  were  always  present  for  pur- 
poses of  identification.  As  the  trial  progressed,  and 
the  commonwealth  developed  their  chain  of  evidence, 
and  link  by  link  wound  it  more  and  more  tightly 
around  the  prisoner,  all  the  Mollies  became  uneasy 
and  sullen.  Their  acute  attorneys  were  not  long  in 
discovering  that  some  one  was  divulging  all  their 
plans.  But  where  was  the  leak?  No  one  suspected 
McKenna.  Was  it  one  of  the  prisoners  not  on  trial, 
and,  if  so,  whom  so  likely  as  Kerrigan  ?  He  soon 
saw  that  he  was  suspected  and  shunned.  He  saw  also 
the  enormous  expense  the  trial  of  Doyle  was  entailing 
upon  the  organization,  and  where  was  the  money  to 
come  from  for  his  defense?  Moreover,  conversation 
between  himself  and  Doyle  in  regard  to  the  plans  and 
witnesses  to  prove  an  alibi  in  his  case  had  been  over- 
heard and  detailed.  His  cowardly  soul,  that  had  con- 
cocted, commanded,  and  assisted  in  the  perpetration 
of  many  crimes,  trembled  at  the  sight  of  the  rope  he 
.saw  was  prepared  for  Doyle,  and  was  about  to  reach 
him.  He  informed  the  district  attorney  that  he  wished 
to  see  him  to  make  a  confession.  In  the  language  of 
the  order  of  which  he  was  an  honored  member,  he  be- 
came a  squealer.  The  commonwealth  having  com- 
pleted their  testimony,  and  being  informed  of  all  the 
plans  of  the  defense,  had  made  their  case  so  strong  by 
tracing  Doyle's  course  almost  step  by  step  from  the 
time  he  left  Mount  Laflfa  until  he  was  arrested  near 
T3,maqua,  that  no  room  was  left  for  the  carefully- 
prepared  alibi,  and  the  witnesses  were  sent  home,  and 
the  case  left  to  the  jury  on  the  evidence  of  the  com- 
monwealth. The  arguments  of  the  lawyers  on  both 
sides  were  long,  learned,  and  able.  For  the  defense 
one  would  suppose  little  could  be  said.  Yet  the 
speech  of  Mr.  Bartholomew  was  one  of  the  most  in- 
genious and  incisive  arguments  ever  presented  to  a 
jury  by  an  attorney  who  had  an  up-hill  case,  and  the 
argument  of  Kalbfiiss  abounded  in  passages  that  for 
impassioued  eloquence  has  few  equals.  The  Mollies 
present  were  so  carried  away  that  their  cheering  had 
to  be  suppressed  by  the  court.  And  as  he  described 
in  his  most  burning  words  what  he  denounced  as  a 
"  most  hideous  crime,"  the  corporation  sending  their 
attorneys  to  push  on  the  prosecution,  one  enthusiastic 
Mollie  so  far  forgot  himself  as  to  exclaim  at  the  top 
of  his  voice,  "  That's  right;  give  it  to  them,  Dan." 


We  will  not  describe  the  arguments  of  the  attorneys 
for  the  commonwealth  further  than  to  say  that  they 
were  like  the  meu, — earnest,  learned,  precise,  and  elo- 
quent. One  incident  must,  however,  not  be  omitted. 
Kerrigan,  having  "squealed,"  had  put  into  the  hands 
of  the  prosecution  all  the  minute  details  of  the  proceed- 
ings connected  with  the  killing  of  Jones.  Mr.  Hughes 
therefore,  in  his  argument,  gave  a  detailed  account  of 
the  whole  affair  to  the  jury,  calling  it  the  theory  of 
the  commonwealth.  Many  of  the  Mollies  present 
were  shadowed  by  detectives  for  the  purpose  of  ob- 
serving its  effect  upon  them.  Alexander  Campbell, 
in  particular,  and  Jerry  Kane  were  thus  attended  to. 
Campbell  stood  it  like  a  Stoic,  the  only  emotion  being 
his  deep  attention  and  an  occasional  spasmodic  twist- 
ing of  his  black  moustache.  Not  so  with  Jerry  Kane. 
As  Mr.  Hughes  described  the  message  sent  by  Camp- 
bell to  Kane,  Kane's  selecting  and  instructing  the  men, 
his  directing  them  to  rendezvous  at  Carrol's  in  Tama- 
qua,  the  sending  out  for  Kerrigan,  his  joining  them, 
and  conducting  them  to  Campbell's  at  Storm  Hill, 
Campbell's  taking  them  to  another  house  at  Summit 
Hill  to  lodge,  etc.,  Kane  turned  pale,  then  I'ed,  then 
white.  Mr.  Hughes'  speech  was  hardly  concluded 
before  Kane  left  the  house,  returned  to  Mount  Laffa, 
and  next  day  left  the  country,  and  the  most  diligent 
and  persistent  search  has  failed  to  strike  his  trail. 
The  charge  of  Judge  Dreher  was  cool,  precise,  and 
direct.  The  jury  retired,  and,  after  a  few  hours'  de- 
liberation, not  that  there  was  any  doubt  in  their  minds, 
but  because  they  considered  the  magnitude  of  the  case 
demanded  it,  returned  a  verdict  of  "  Guilty  of  murder 
in  the  first  degree." 

Thus  the  first  conviction  for  nearly  one  hundred 
murders  by  this  Mollie  Maguire  organization,  in  vari- 
ous counties  of  the  coal  regions,  was  consummated,  an 
informer,  in  the  person  of  Kerrigan,  obtained,  and  the 
material  furnished  to  crush  this  nefarious  organization, 
we  hope,  forever.  The  verdict  was  rendered  February 
1st,  and  on  February  4th,  Alexander  Campbell,  from 
facts  elicited  during  Doyle's  trial,  and  information 
obtained  from  Kerrigan,  was  arrested  and  lodged  in 
Mauch  Chunk  jail,  just  as  he  was  making  arrange- 
ments to  take  a  journey  for  his  health.  On  the  same 
day  James  Roarity,  James  Carroll,  Hugh  McGeehan, 
James  Boyle,  and  Thomas  Duffy  were  arrested,  and 
taken  together  to  Pottsville,  and  placed  in  jail  for  the 
murder  of  Policeman  Yost,  of  Tamaqua,  on  the  morn- 
ing of  July  6, 1875.  Most  of  these  men  were  residents 
of  Carbon  County,  and  had  murdered  the  policeman 
at  the  request  of  James  Kerrigan,  of  Tamaqua.  These 
arrests,  and  tlie  knowledge  that  Kerrigan  had  turned 
informer  and  McKenna  (McParlan)  was  suspected 
of  being  a  spy,  produced  great  consternation  among 
the  Mollies  throughout  the  whole  region. 

Edward  Kelly  was  brought  to  trial  for  the  murder 
of  John  P.  Jones,  March  27,  1876,  the  same  counsel 
appearing  on  the  part  of  the  commonwealth  as  in  the 
Doyle  trial.     On  the  part  of  the  defense,  Hon.  Linn 
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Bartholomew,  Daniel  Kalbfuss,  Gen.  John  D.  Berto- 
lette,  and  Edward  Mulhearn.     The  evidence  was  a 
repetition  of  that  in  the  Doyle  case.    Much  excitement 
was  manifest,  as  it  was  expected  that  Kerrigan  would 
be  put  on  the  stand  as  a  witness,  and  all  were  anxious 
to  know  how  far  his  disclosures  would  go,  and  whom 
he  would  implicate  in  the  many  crimes  he  was  notori- 
ously cognizant  of,  but  the  commonwealth  had  more 
than  enough  without,  and  the  commonwealth  did  not 
choose  to  give  the  defense  a  chance  to  ventilate  the 
character  of  Kerrigan  and  thus  prejudice  their  case 
before  the  jury.     The  defense  did  not  offer  any  testi- 
mony, and  the  case,  like  that  of  Doyle,  went  to  the 
jury  on  the  evidence  of  the  commonwealth.     There 
was  great  effort  on  the  part  of  the  attorneys  for  the 
defense  to  create  sympathy  for  Kelly  on  account  of 
his  youth,  he  being  but  nineteen  years  old,  the  fact 
that  bis  father  had  fallen  a  victim  to  a  coal-mine  acci- 
dent a  few  days  after  his  son's  arrest,  and  the  heart- 
broken condition  of  his  widowed  mother,  who  clung 
to  her  son  in  his  deplorable  condition ;  but  the  use 
made  of  the  widow  of  John  P.  Jones  and  his  three 
orphaned  children  by  the  attorneys  for  the  common- 
wealth was  a  fair  offset  to  all  their  best  efforts.     The 
trial  lasted  ten  days,  and,  like  that  of  Doyle,  resulted 
in  a  verdict  of  guilty.     The  usual  motions  for  arrest 
of  judgment,  granting  of  new  trial,  etc.,  having  been 
disposed  of  negatively,  both  were  sentenced  by  Judge 
Dreher  to  death  by  hanging,  and  Governor  John  F. 
Hartranft  issued  death-warrants,  ordering  the  execu- 
tion of  Doyle  on  the  3d  and  Kelly  on  the  4th  of  May. 
This    prompt    action    of   the   Governor,    who,   they 
claimed,  they  had  elected,  and   that  two   could  be 
hung  for   one  murder,  was  a  new  revelation  to  the 
Mollies,  and  was  most  vehemently  discussed  by  the 
men  of  Mollie  proclivities. 

But  greater  surprises  were  in  store  for  them.  Alex- 
ander Campbell  was  arraigned  for  trial  for  the  murder 
of  John  P.  Jones,  June  20, 1876,  the  execution  of  Doyle 
and  Kelly  in  the  mean  time  having  been  stayed  by  ap- 
peal to  the  Supreme  Court  on  writs  of  error.  It  was 
not  claimed  that  Campbell  was  present  and  aided  in 
the  killing  of  Jones,  but  had  procured  the  killing  by 
others.  Campbell  was  justly  regarded  by  the  author- 
ities as  one  of  the  most  dangerous  men  in  the  organ- 
ization. Smart,  ambitious,  vindictive,  revengeful,  and 
unscrupulous,  possessed  of  considerable  means,  cool 
and  determined  in  his  purposes,  he  had  ruled  the 
members  of  his  division  with  a  strong  hand  for  years. 
He  had  for  counsel  E.  T.  Fox,  of  Easton,  David 
Kalbfuss,  and  E.  Mulhearn. 

The  Mollie  Maguires  made  a  desperate  effort  in  this 
trial  to  break  down  the  evidence  of  Jimmy  Kerrio-an 
the  ■'  squealer,"  and  James  McParlan,  the  detective, 
who  had  been  used  in  the  trials  of  the  Yost  murderers 
at  Pottsville,  in  May.  One  of  the  jurors  sickened  and 
died  before  the  case  was  ended,  so  the  case  of  Camp- 
bell was  the  third  trial  of  a  Mollie  for  murder.  On 
the  question  of  admitting  the  evidence  of  Kerrigan 


the  squealer,  some  of  the  sharpest  tilts  between  at- 
torneys that  were  ever  witnessed  at  this  bar  took 
place,  Mr.  Fox  depicting  the  enormity  of  admitting 
the  evidence  of  an  accomplice  and  self-confessed 
murderer  against  a  man  on  trial  for  his  life,  and  Mr. 
Hughes  replying  by  depicting  in  the  most  forceful 
manner  the  terrors  engendered  by  the  heinous  crimes 
perpetrated  by  the  accused  and  his  co-conspirators, 
the  "  wails  of  widows  and  the  cries  of  orphans,  made 
such  by  the  sudden  taking  off  of  husbands  and  fath- 
ers by  the  command  of  this  horrible  society,"  main- 
taining that  the  admission  of  the  testimony  was  right 
in  law  and  fully  justified  in  the  discretion  of  the  court. 
The  evidence  was  admitted,  and  it  was  clearly  proven 
by  both  Kerrigan  and  McParlan  that  the  murder  of 
Jones  was  the  carrying  out  of  a  bargain  between  Kerri- 
gan and  Campbell  in  consideration  for  the  killing  of 
policeman  Yost. 

Campbell  was  found  by  the  jury  guilty  of  murder 
in  the  first  degree,  to  the  utter  discomfiture  of  the 
Mollies,  who,  it  appears,  first  realized  that  "  an  accom- 
plice before  the  fact"  is  equally  guilty  with  the  active 
agents.  Soon  after  this  trial  a  number  of  the  wit- 
nesses for  the  defense  were  arrested  and  bound  over 
on  charge  of  perjury,  thus  showing  that  it  was  no 
longer  safe  to  swear  to  anything  this  organization  dic- 
tated regardless  of  truth.  At  the  same  time  the  trials 
were  going  on  in  Carbon  County  the  perpetrators  of 
similar  crimes  in  Schuylkill  were  being  arrested  and 
their  trials  pressed  with  all  possible  speed,  and  as  the 
commonwealth  had  now  testimony  that  could  not  be 
shaken  by  all  the  desperate  attempts  of  perjured  wit- 
nesses, conviction  followed  every  trial,  ''squealers'' 
were  multiplied,  and  the  perpetrators  of  almost  forgot- 
ten crimes  were  being  arrested.  At  the  October  term 
(1876)  of  Carbon  County  Court,  District  Attorney 
Seiwers  called  up  the  cases  of  John  Donahue,  Thomas 
P.  Fisher,  Patrick  McKenna,  and  Alexander  Camp- 
bell, charged  with  the  murder  of  Morgan  Powel. 
Cornelius  McHugh  and  Charles  Mulhearn  had  been 
arrested  for  the  same  crime,  but  showing  "  squealing" 
propensities,  were  reserved  as  witnesses.  The  pris- 
oners demanded  separate  trials,  and  John  Donahue 
was  selected  by  the  commonwealth.  So  demoralized 
were  the  Mollies  that  no  attorneys  were  retained  for 
him,  and  the  court  appointed  W.  M.  Rapsher,  Fred- 
erick Bertolette,  Peter  J.  Michener,  and  James  L. 
Loose,  Esqs.,  for  his  defense ;  but  no  skill  could  save 
him.  It  was  clearly  proven  that  on  the  request  of 
Alexander  Campbell,  with  a  promise  of  one  hundred 
dollars  for  the  job,  he  selected  his  men  at  Tuscarora, 
and,  heading  the  gang,  went  to  Tamaqua,  where 
they  met  Cornelius  McHugh,  who  piloted  them  to 
Summit  Hill,  to  a  place  designated  by  Campbell, 
when,  meeting  Fisher  and  McKenna,  they  proceeded 
to  near  the  store  of  Williamson,  where  Powel  was 
shot  by  Donahue,  as  has  been  previously  narrated. 
Donahue  was  a  hardened  old  sinner,  having  been 
guilty  of  several  murders,  of  which  he  was  wont  to 
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boast  to  his  companions,  but  was  always  especially 
proud  of  the  shooting  of  Morgan  Powel.  On  this 
trial  Charles  Mulhearn  was  produced  as  a  witness. 
He  was  not  a  favorable  specimen  of  the  genus  MoUie, 
but,  as  some  one  has  denominated  him,  "the  dirtiest 
dog  in  the  pack."  He  told  his  story  with  apparent 
frankness,  and  detailed  his  life  of  crime  with  a  smile 
of  triumph,  especially  when  depicting  the  sufferings 
of  such  victims  of  his  brutality  as  Mr.  Hendrix  and 
Capt.  McGinly.  Donahue  was  convicted  and  sen- 
tenced. At  the  January  term  of  court,  1877,  Alex- 
ander Campbell,  under  sentence  of  death  for  the 
murder  of  John  P.  Jones,  and  in  whose  case  an  appeal 
had  been  taken  to  the  Supreme  Court,  was  tried  for 
the  murder  of  Morgan  Powel,  and  again  convicted. 
On  receiving  his  sentence  he  smilingly  inquired  if  he 
would  have  to  be  hung  twice.  Thomas  P.  Fisher  and 
Patrick  McKenna  were  tried  together.  The  evidence 
against  the  two  was  about  the  same.  Both  had  been 
at  the  rendezvous  and  met  Donahue  and  his  men 
when  McHugh  piloted  them  from  Tamaqua;  had 
taken  charge  of  them,  and  conducted  them  to  the 
place  of  the  killing,  and  while  waiting  for  their  vic- 
tim told  their  grievance  against  Powel,  which  was 
that  he  had  refused  to  give  Alexander  Campbell  a 
good  place  in  the  mines,  and  did  not  give  Irishmen 
as  good  chance  as  he  did  the  English  or  Welsh ;  they 
both  stood  by  and  saw  the  shooting,  and  assisted  in  the 
escape  of  the  assassins.  The  jury  found  Fisher  guilty 
of  murder  in  the  first  degree,  and  McKenna  guilty  in 
the  second  degree.  John  J.  Slaterly,  of  Tuscarora, 
who  had  been  a  witness  on  the  first  trial  of  Campbell, 
now  appeared  as  a  "  squealer,"  having  had  some  sad 
experience  in  the  Schuylkill  County  courts,  and 
turned  informer  to  avoid  a  long  session  in  the 
penitentiary.  The  workings  of  the  Mollie  Maguire 
organization,  as  given  by  him,  are  too  long  for  in- 
sertion here,  but  may  be  found  in  Mr.  Dewees'  book, 
before  referred  to. 

The  defense  of  Doyle,  Kelly,  and  Campbell  having 
exhausted  all  legal  means  in  their  behalf,  the  three, 
with  John  Donahue,  were  executed  together  by  Sheriff 
Eaudenbush,  in  June,  1877. 

On  the  same  day  six  were  executed  at  Pottsville. 
Two  of  the  accessories  before  the  fact  to  the  killing 
of  Morgan  Powel  were  tried  at  Mauch  Chunk  for 
murder,  and  convicted  of  murder  in  the  second  degree. 
One  had  taken  the  message  to  John  Donahue  from 
Tamaqua  to  Tuscarora  informing  him  that  Campbell 
wanted  men  sent  to  do  the  murder,  and  the  other  had 
been  selected  as  one  of  the  men  to  go  with  Donahue, 
but  failed  to  meet  him  at  Tamaqua,  though  he  was  at 
the  place  ten  minutes  after  the  party  had  left.  They, 
with  McKenna,  were  sent  to  the  penitentiary,  Mc- 
Kenna for  nine  years,  the  others  four  and  five  years. 
This  was  not  the  end  of  Mollie  trials.  Several  par- 
ticipants in  the  murder  of  George  K.  Smith  had  been 
denounced  by  the  "  squealers"  and  indicted,  but  most 
of  them  were  fugitives  from  justice.    One  of  them, 


McDaniels,  known  as  the  "hairy  man,"  was  traced 
to  Wisconsin,  arrested,  and  brought  to  Mauch  Chunk, 
tried,  convicted,  and  hanged.  He  had  been  con- 
cerned in  a  murder  in  Schuylkill  County,  the  more 
guilty  of  the  party  having  escaped  to  Canada.  The 
"hairy  man"  informed  on  them,  and  one  at  least  was 
returned  from  Canada,  and  tried  at  Pottsville,  con- 
victed, and  executed,  McDaniels  being  the  princi- 
pal witness  after  he  had  been  convicted  in  Carbon 
County.  William  Sharp,  another  accused  of  the 
Smith  murder,  was  arrested  and  tried,  principally 
on  evidence  of  informers,  to  whom  he  had,  as  they 
alleged,  made  confessions.  These  two  were  executed 
at  the  same  time.  Fisher  had  been  already  hanged, 
after  most  persistent  efforts  by  his  counsel  and  friends 
to  obtain  a  commutation  of  sentence. 

The  members  of  the  Mollie  Maguire  organization 
having  been  denounced  and  excommunicated  by  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church,  and  the  branches  of  the 
oi'der  in  the  counties  where  trials  and  convictions 
have  taken  place  having  been  suspended  by  the 
Ancient  Order  of  Hibernians  of  Pennsylvania,  it  is 
hoped  that  this  power  for  mischief  is  gone  forever. 


CHAPTER    VI. 

MEDICAL    HISTORY   OF    CARBON    COUNTY— BIO- 
GRAPHICAL   SKETCHBS.l 

No  physician  resided  within  the  limits  of  Carbon 
County  previous  to  the  mining  of  coal  and  the  im- 
provement of  the  Lehigh  River  for  the  purpose  of 
conveying  it  to  market. 

Benjamin  Rush  McOonnell,  M.D.,  a  native  of  Phil- 
adelphia and  a  graduate  of  the  University  of  Penn- 
sylvania, was  probably  the  first  regular  physician  to 
locate  in  the  county.  He  located  at  Mauch  Chunk, 
as  the  physician  of  the  Lehigh  Coal  and  Navigation 
Company,  about  1824,  and  lived  there  until  1840, 
practicing  his  profession  and  also  engaged  in  mer- 
cantile pursuits  for  a  part  of  the  time;  then  removed 
to  Summit  Hill,  where  he  continued  to  practice  as 
the  Lehigh  Coal  and  Navigation  Company's  physi- 
cian for  many  years.  He  died  at  Summit  Hill,  in 
1861. 

Dr.  John  D.  Thompson,  a  native  of  Menden,  N.  J., 
located  at  Weissport  in  1826.  He  was  for  a  long 
time  the  only  physician  in  the  lower  part  of  the 
county.  He  removed  to  Mauch  Chunk  in  1840, 
where  he  continued  to  reside  and  practice  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  from  cholera  in  1854. 

Rensselaer  Leonard,  M.D.,  was  born  April  12, 1821, 
at  Hancock,  Delaware  Co.,  N.  Y.  In  1887  he  re- 
moved with  his  father's  family  to  Elm  Valley,  near 
Wellsville,  Allegany  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  in  1841  com- 


1  By  Dr.  K.  Leonard,  of  Mauch  Chunk. 
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menced  the  study  of  medicine  in  the  office  of  Dr.  G. 
B.  Jones,  of  Wellsville,  and  graduated  from  the 
Castleton  Medical  College  in  Vermont,  Nov.  24, 1845, 
part  of  the  last  year's  study  having  been  in  the  office 
of  J.  E.  Hartshorn,  M.D.,  at  Alfred  Centre.  After 
graduating  in  medicine  he  practiced  for  a  time  with 
Dr.  Jones,  in  Wellsville,  and  then  traveled  for  about 
one  year,  giving  popular  lectures  on  anatomy  and 
physiology,  illustrating  the  subject  with  a  manikin. 

Acquaintances  formed  while  traveling  induced  him 
to  locate  in  the  anthracite  coal  region,  and  in  Decem- 
ber, 1847,  he  removed  to  Beaver  Meadow  and  became 
the  assistant  of  Dr.  A.  B.  Longshore,  who  had  the 
contract  of  attending  the  families  of  the  employes  at 
the  coal-mines  of  the  region,  and  also  the  people  em- 
ployed by  the  Beaver  Meadow  Railroad  Company  in 
operating  their  road  and  in  their  shops  at  Weatherly. 
He  remained  in  the  employ  of  Dr.  Longshore  until 
the  great  freshet  of  September,  1850,  which  nearly 
destroyed  the  Beaver  Meadow  Eailroad,  and  so  in- 
jured the  mines  as  to  suspend  all  operations  for  six 
months  or  more.  Most  of  the  men  and  inany  whole, 
families  seeking  employment  and  honies  elsewhere, 
the  doctor  joined  in  the  general  exodus,  and  located 
at  Llewellyn,  Schuylkill  Co.,  as  physician  for  several 
of  the  mining  villages  in  that  neighborhood.  In 
1852,  Dr.  Longshore  removing  from  Beaver  Meadow 
to  Hazleton,  Dr.  Leonard  took  his  place  at  Beaver 
Meadow,  where  he  practiced  until  the  fall  of  1854, 
when  two  of  the  physicians  of  Mauch  Chunk,  Drs. 
Thompson  and  Righter,  having  died  during  the 
cholera  epidemic  of  that  year,  he  removed  to  Mauch 
Chunk. 

Dr.  Leonard  takes  a  deep  interest  in  all  societies 
and  associations  for  the  promotion  of  the  interests 
and  efficiency  of  the  medical  profession,  and  has  had 
many  of  their  honors  conferred  upon  him.  He  is 
now  (1884)  a  member  and  president  of  the  Carbon 
County  Medical  Society  ;  also  president  of  the  Le- 
high Valley  Medical  Association,  a  member  of  the 
Pennsylvania  State  Medical  Society,  and  one  of  the 
censors  of  the  Sixth  Medical  District  of  the  State,  a 
member  of  the  National  Medical  Association  of  the 
United  States,  and  one  of  the  consulting  surgeons  to 
St.  Luke's  Hospital,  at  Bethlehem,  and  one  of  the 
pension  surgeons  of  Carbon  County.  The  doctor  has 
always  been  a  decided  politician,  and  was  elected 
associate  judge  by  the  Democratic  party  in  1876, 
served  five  years,  and  declined  being  a  candidate  in 
1881,  giving  way  for  the  Hon.  Harry  E.  Packer. 

The  doctor  is  the  seventh  in  descent  Irom  John 
Leonard,  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Springfield,  Mass. 
the  family  having  a  record  of  residence  in  that  town 
since  1636.  Among  other  relics  of  the  family  the 
doctor  has  the  military  stock,  with  its  silver  buckles, 
worn  by  his  great-grandfather,  Col.  David  Leonard, 
during  the  Revolutionary  war.  The  doctor  married 
January,  1849,  Sarah  S.,  oldest  daughter  of  Dr.  E.  L. 
Boyd,  of  Wilkesbarre. 


Philip  De Young,  a  native  of  Berks  County,  a  grad- 
uate from  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  located 
in  Mauch  Chunk  in  1836,  and  opened  the  first  drug- 
store in  the  county.  He  practiced  medicine  and 
surgery  for  several  years,  then  removed  to  Philadel- 
phia in  1844,  where  he  followed  his  profession  until 
his  death,  which  occurred  in  1880. 

Thomas  Drake,  M.D.,  a  native  of  Wilkesbarre,  Pa., 
located  at  Mauch  Chunk  in  1845,  residing  there  for 
about  two  years,  when  his  health  failing  he  returned 
to  Wilkesbarre,  where  he  died  about  1850.  He  was 
a  man  of  much  ability,  varied  learning,  and  a  good 
surgeon. 

Ludwig  I.  Flentje,  M.D.,  a  native  of  Germany, 
located  in  Mauch  Chunk  in  1847,  as  physician,  sur- 
geon, and  apothecary,  making  diseases  and  operations 
upon  the  eye  a  specialty.  He  was  a  man  of  high  cul- 
ture, varied  learning,  and  fine  musical  talent.  He 
died  in  1882  of  cancer  of  the  tongue. 

W.  W.  Eighter,  M.D.,  studied  in  the  office  of  his 
uncle,  the  late  Dr.  Willson,  of  Berwick,  Pa.,  and  after 
graduating  practiced  successfully  in  Berwick  for  sev- 
eral year^.  .Removed  to  Mauch  Chunk  in  1850. 
Died  of  cholera  during  an  epidemic  of  that  disease 
in  the  summer  of  1854.  He  was  a  popular  and  skill- 
ful physician  and  surgeon,  and  'a  man  of  fine  social 
qualities. 

George  W.  Masser,  M.D.,  native  of  Northumber- 
land County,  Pa.,  located  in  Mauch  Chunk  in  1844, 
purchasing  the  drug-store  and  practice  of  Dr.  De- 
Young.  He  removed  to  Scranton  in  1854,  where 
he  resided  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1869. 
He  served  for  a  time  as  volunteer  surgeon  in  the 
army  during  the  war  of  the  Rebellion. 

Dr.  A.  I.  Bross  removed  from  Berwick,  Pa.,  to 
Mauch  Chunk  in  1854.  His  health  failing,  he  re- 
turned to  Berwick,  and  died  of  consumption  in  1857. 

Richard  Fields,  a  native  of  Yorkshire,  England, 
studied  in  Edinburgh,  Scotland,  emigrated  to  this 
country,  and  settled  in  Mauch  Chunk  in  1847,  where 
he  practiced  until  1853,  when  he  returned  to  Eng- 
land, and  soon  after  emigrated  to  Australia,  where  he 
died  in  1859  or  1860. 

H.  R.  Linderman,  M.D.,  a  native  of  Pike  County, 
Pa.,  located  in  Nesquehoning  in  1851,  and  practiced 
there  till  1853,  when,  receiving  the  appointment  of 
clerk  in  the  mint,  he  removed  to  Philadelphia.  He 
never  practiced  medicine  afterwards,  except  to  volun- 
teer his  services  to  Mauch  Chunk  during  the  cholera 
epidemic  of  1854.  All  the  resident  physicians  except 
Dr.  J.  B.  Linderman,  his  brother,  being  stricken  and 
dying  of  the  disease,  he  was  excused  from  his  duties  at 
the  mint,  and  rendered  very  efficient  and  acceptable 
services  to  the  afflicted  of  the  stricken  town.  He  be- 
came general  superintendent  or  director  of  all  the 
mints.  He  died  in  Washington,  D.  C,  of  Bright's 
disease  of  the  kidneys. 

Dr.  Bolles  located  in  Beaver  Meadow  about  1836 ; 
removed  to  Tunkhannock  about  1840,  and  died  several 
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years  ago.  He  was  succeeded  at  Beaver  Meadow  by 
Dr.  E.  M.  Stanbury,  who  remained  there  until  1846. 
He  subsequently  went  to  California,  where  he  died. 
His  successor  at  Beaver  Meadow  was  A.  B.  Loughran, 
M.D.,  a  native  of  Luzerne  County,  graduate  of  Jeffer- 
son Medical  College,  1846.  He  attended  all  the  men 
and  families  by  subscription  or  monthly  payments, 
being  employed  by  the  operators  of  the  Beaver  Meadow 
mines  and  Beaver  Meadow  Railroad,  also  the  em- 
ployes in  the  shops  at  Weatherly  and  the  mines  at 
Jeaneaville  and  Colerain.  He  resided  in  Beaver 
Meadow  until  1852,  when  he  moved  to  Hazleton, 
where  he  died  in  1875.  He  was  a  man  of  great  in- 
dustry, and  had  much  experience  in  treating  diseases 
and  accidents  peculiar  to  mining  and  the  operating  of 
railroads,  and  treated  them  with  great  skill  and  suc- 
cess. 

A.  Zeigenfuss,  M.D.,  a  native  of  Montgomery 
County,  Pa. ;  graduated  at  Jeflerson  Medical  College, 
came  to  Carbon  County  about  IS.W,  and  located  at  Buck 
Mountain,  as  assistant  to  Dr.  D.  K.  Shoemaker,  phy- 
sician in  charge  of  the  Buck  Mountain  Coal  Company's 
mines;  practiced  with  Dr.  Shoemaker  for  three  or  four 
years,  then  removed  to  Jeanesville,  and  was  assistant 
to  Dr.  Redfield,  who  had  charge  of  the  Jeanesville  and 
Audenried  mines.  Dr.  Shoemaker  removing  to  Mauoh 
Chunk  in  1859,  Dr.  Zeigenfuss  took  his  i^lace  as  phy- 
sician for  the  mines,  and  retained  the  position  until 
his  death,  which  occurred  in  1869. 

Michael  Thompson,  M.D.,  a  native  of  England,  came 
to  America  with  his  father  when  young;  was  first  a 
mechanic;  afterwards  studied  medicine,  graduating 
at  the  Jefferson  Medical  College  in  1861 ;  soon  after 
entered  the  army  as  assistant  surgeon  of  volunteers ; 
resigned  his  commission,  and  settled  at  Summit  Hill, 
Carbon  Co.,  in  1863,  where  he  had  an  extensive  prac- 
tice until  his  last  sickness  and  death,  in  1876. 

Dr.  George  J.  Kost,  a  native  of  Germany,  located  for 
the  practice  of  medicine  at  Lehigh  Gap  in  1841 ;  re- 
moved to  Weissport  in  1858,  where  he  died  in  1866. 
He  was  a  man  of  great  activity,  and  enjoyed  an  ex- 
tensive practice. 

J.  G.  Ohl,  M.D.,  a  native  of  Columbia  County,  Pa. ; 
graduated  at  Jefferson  Medical  College  in  1855,  and 
immediately  afterwards  located  at  Summit  Hill,  and 
soon  obtained  an  extensive  practice.  He  died  in 
1863. 

Thomas  Higgins,  M.D.,  a  native  of  Northumberland 
County,  Pa.;  graduated  from  one  of  the  Philadelphia 
medical  colleges,  and  located  at  Nesquehoning  in 
1847.  He  removed  from  there  to  Tamaqua,  in  Schuyl- 
kill County,  in  1850,  where  he  died  in  1868. 

Horace  D.  Young,  M.D.,  a  native  of  Northampton 
County,  Pa. ;  graduated  from  Pennsylvania  Medical 
College  in  1861 ;  soon  after  located  at  Goulsborough 
for  one  year ;  then  entered  the  army  as  volunteer  sur- 
geon, and  served  through  Pope's  Virginia  campaign, 
and  also  at  Antietam.  He  left  the  army,  and  settled 
in  Mauch  Chunk  in  1863,  where  he  soon  secured  a 
40 


large  practice,  which  he  retained  until  the  time  of  his 
death,  which  occurred  suddenly  by  apoplexy,  in  May, 
1882. 

0.  A.  Eives,  M.D.,  a  native  of  Chatham  County, 
N.  C. ;  graduated  from  the  New  Orleans  School  of 
Medicine  in  1861 :  located  at  Parryville,  in  this 
county,  in  1871 ;  removed  to  Nesquehoning  in  1873. 
His  health  failing,  he  removed  from  the  county  in 
1882,  and  died  in  1883. 

Flemming  Webster,  M.D.,  a  native  of  Lycoming 
County,  Pa. ;  graduated  from  the  Albany  Medical 
College,  New  York,  in  1856.  He  located  at  Weath- 
erly in  1859  (the  first  physician  resident  in  that  place), 
where  he  practiced  until  1869,  when  he  removed,  gave 
up  practice,  and,  leading  an  irregular  life,  died  in 
1882. 

Dr.  N.  G.  Warbus,  a  native  of  Easton,  Pa.,  located 
at  Rockport  as  physician  for  the  Buck  Mountain  Coal 
Company  in  1848.  He  retired  from  practice  in  1851, 
and  for  two  or  three  years  kept  the  Rockport  Hotel, 
then  removed  to  Hazleton,  and  in  1854  removed  to 
Oregon,  and  subsequently  to  Washington  Territory, 
where  he  died  several  years  ago. 

Anthony  Dimmick,  M.D.,  graduated  from  the  Jef- 
ferson Medical  College  in  1861 ;  located  at  Audenried 
as  physician  for  the  mines  of  Audenried,  Yorktown, 
etc.,  employing  one  or  more  assistants  for  several 
years.     He  died  of  pneumonia  in  1880. 

There  are  a  number  of  physicians,  now  dead,  who 
have  practiced  much  in  this  county,  of  whose  ante- 
cedents or  subsequent  career  but  little  can  now  be 
learned,  among  them  Dr.  Jackson,  who  practiced 
in  Mauch  Chunk  in  1836  and  1837,  removed  to 
Wilkesbarre,  and  from  there  to  Sullivan  County. 
He  has  been  dead  many  years. 

Dr.  McConalogue,  a  native  of  Ireland,  came  to  Sum- 
mit Hill  aboutl850;  died  in  1875. 

Dr.  Jacob  G.  Zern  is  a  descendant,  in  the  fifth  gen- 
eration, of  Adam  Zern,  who  emigrated  from  Ger- 
many at  an  early  day,  and  settled  in  Montgomery 
County,  Pa.,  where  he  became  one  of  the  pioneers  of 
that  now  populous  and  wealthy  county.  The  line  of 
descent  is  Adam',  Abraham',  Abraham',  Jacob*,  and 
Jacob  G.  Zern^.  His  parents  are  Jacob  and  Sophia 
(Gilbert)  Zern,  of  Montgomery  County.  The  former 
has  been  an  active  minister  of  the  Evangelical  Asso- 
ciation for  over  a  quarter  of  a  century,  and  is  well 
known  throughout  the  eastern  section  of  Pennsylva- 
nia as  a  man  of  piety  and  a  useful  and  valuable  min- 
ister of  Christ. 

Dr.  Zern  was  born  in  New  Hanover  township,  Mont- 
gomery Co.,  Pa.,  Feb.  24,  1845.  The  earlier  years 
of  his  life  were  passed  in  farming  pursuits,  during 
which  time  he  also  attended  the  district  schools  of  his 
native  locality  until  he  attained  his  eighteenth  year. 
He  subsequently  received  instruction  at  the  State 
Normal  School  at  Millersville,  and,  after  pursuing  his 
studies  at  that  institution,  engaged  in  teaching  school 
in  Lancaster  County.     In  the  summer  of  1864  he  en- 
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listed  as  a  soldier  in  Company  C,  One  Hundred  and 
Ninety-fifth  Regiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  and 
served  until  the  close  of  the  war.  After  leaving  the 
army  he  commenced  the  study  of  medicine  in  the 
oiBce  of  Dr.  S.  B.  Detwiler,  of  Montgomery  County, 
and  subsequently  attended  lectures  in  the  medical 
department  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  from 
which  institution  he  was  graduated  with  the  degree 
of  Doctor  of  Medicine  in  1868.  Soon  after  his  gradu- 
ation he  located  in  the  practice  of  his  profession  at 
Weissport,  where  he  soon  earned  a  place  among  the 
successful  practitioners  of  Carbon  County,  and  where 
he  is  still  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  large  and  lucrative 
practice.  He  has  identified  himself,  also,  with  the 
business  interests  of  his  locality,  and  is  a  director  of 
the  Lehigh  Valley  Emery- Wheel  Company,  at  Weiss- 
port,  and  of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Lehighton. 
He  enjoys  the  confidence  of  his  neighbors  and  friends, 
and  has  filled  many  positions  of  trust  and  responsi- 
bility in  connection  with  local  affairs.  In  1878  he 
was  elected  to  represent  Carbon  County  in  the  State 
Legislature,  and  was  re-elected  in  1880.  While  a 
member  of  that  body  he  was  appointed  to  serve  on 
such  important  committees  as  the  Judiciary,  Federal 
Relations,  Constitutional  Reform,  Insurance,  and  Min- 
ing, and  represented  his  constituency  in  an  able  and 
satisfactory  manner.  He  is  one  of  the  self-made, 
progressive,  growing  men  of  the  county,  and  held  in 
general  respect  by  a  large  circle  of  acquaintances.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  State  Medical  Society  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  also  of  the  Carbon  County  Medical  Society, 
of  which  he  was  the  first  president,  and  takes  an 
earnest  and  active  part  in  all  movements  tending  to 
advance  the  interests  of  his  profession.  His  wife  is 
Ella  M.,  daughter  of  the  late  Abraham  and  Margaret 
(Fenner)  Edinger,  of  Monroe  County,  Pa.,  where  her 
father  was  a  prominent  and  enterprising  citizen.  The 
two  children  are  Harry  and  Katie  Zern. 

Dr.  J.  C.  Kreamer.— On  Oct.  6,  1806,  in  the  town- 
ship of  Lower  Nazareth,  Northampton  Co.,  at  Heck- 
town,  was  born  J.  N.  Kreamer,  the  father  of  the 
subject  of  this  sketch.  Mr.  Kreamer  followed  mer- 
chant tailoring  for  a  period  of  over  thirty  years,  when 
he  retired  from  business  cares  and  settled  down  to 
farming,  which  he  continued  until  the  time  of  his 
death,  which  occurred  March  23,  1873.  He  married 
Miss  Julia  N.  Snyder,  who  was  born  at  Lehigh  Gap, 
in  the  year  1808.  Her  father,  Daniel  Snyder,  was  by 
trade  a  tanner  and  currier.  She,  as  a  young  lady 
enjoyed  all  the  educational  advantages  that  were 
available  in  those  days.  She  proved  herself  to  be  a 
most  worthy  mother.  Their  married  life  resulted  in 
the  birth  of  seven  children,  of  whom  J.  C.  Kreamer 
was  the  eldest.  He  was  born  at  the  old  homestead 
at  Hecktown,  Dec.  18,  1833.  Plis  younger  days  were 
spent  in  securing  an  education.  At  the  age  of  six- 
teen, finding  a  better  education  needed  than  could  be 
derived  from  public  schools,  he  went  to  Allentown 
Pa.,   where  he   spent   two  years   at    the    Reynolds' 


Seminary,  which  was  the  building  now  known  as  the 
Muhlenberg  College.     From  here,  in  1855,  he  went 
to  Seigersville,  Lehigh  Co.,  where  he  began  to  read 
medicine  under  the  instruction  of  Dr.  Josiah  Kern. 
He  remained  there  as  a  student  for  two  years,  when, 
having    prepared    himself,   he    matriculated    at  the 
Pittsfield  Berkshire  Medical  College,  Massachusetts, 
where  he  attended  a  full  course  of  lectures,  gradu- 
ating  from  the  same  in  1859,  from  which  place  he 
returned  to  Aquashicola,  Carbon  Co.,  Pa.,  his  present 
home.    He  began  practicing  here,  and  has  continued 
until  the  present  time.    In  1865  he  was  elected  coroner 
of  Carbon  County  for  a  term  of  three  years.     In  the 
fall  of  1877  the  doctor  was  honored  by  the  county  of 
Carbon   in  making  him  their  representative  in  the 
State  Legislature  at  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  where  he  served 
his  term  of  office  with  great  credit  to  himself  and  his 
constituents.    He  has  given  his  personal  attention  for 
nine  years  to  the  public  schools  of  his  town,  which 
have  flourished  under  his  supervision.     He  is  at  this 
time  president  of  the  Carbon  Industrial  Society.    He 
has  been  a  member,  since  its  organization,  of  the  Car- 
bon County  Medical  Society.     He  is  also  a  director 
and  secretary  of  the  Farmers'  Fire  Insurance  Com- 
pany, of  Millport,  Pa. 

On  Dec.  12,  1858,  he  married  Miss  Mary,  daughter 
of  Daniel  and  Elizabeth  Schier,  who  was  born  Oct. 
17, 1836.  She  had  all  the  advantages  and  opportuni- 
ties that  were  afforded  to  farmers'  daughters.  The 
issue  of  their  union  resulted  in  three  children,  two  of 
whom  are  living, — Misses  Emma  E.  and  Lilly  J.,— 
who  have  both  had  most  excellent  opportunities  of 
obtaining  educations. 

While  the  doctor  has  established  an  enviable  repu- 
tation and  practice  by  his  knowledge,  carefulness, 
and  skill  as  a  physician,  he  has  found  some  time 
to  give  to  the  cultivation  of  a  beautiful  tract  of  land 
immediately  surrounding  his  home,  which  by  careful 
supervision  of  the  work  has  made  him  the  happy 
possessor  of  one  of  the  finest  farms  in  Carbon  County. 

In  Dr.  Kreamer  we  have  an  example  of  true  man- 
hood and  a  modest,  unassuming  gentleman,  who  by 
his  culture  and  gentleness  of  manner  commands  the 
respect  of  all  who  know  him. 

Among  physicians  who  have  practiced  in  Carbon 
County,  but  who  are  now  located  elsewhere,  the  first 
deserving  of  notice  is  Dr.  David  Hunter,  a  veteran  of 
the  profession,  now  eighty-two  years  old,  living  on 
his  farm  near  Tamaqua,  Pa.  Dr.  Hunter  was  one  of 
the  pioneer  physicians  of  the  county,  locating  at 
Lowerytown,  now  Lehigh  township,  near  Rockport, 
in  1826,  his  practice  extending  over  an  extensive 
territory,  thinly  inhabited  by  lumbermen  and  such 
squatters  as  are  usually  found  in  a  wild  frontier  coun- 
try. Of  roads  there  being  next  to  none,  the  doctor 
found  it  most  convenient  to  make  his  visits  on  foot, 
as  it  enabled  him  to  take  advantage  of  by-paths  and 
cross-cuts,  besides  giving  him  the  advantage  of  carry- 
ing and  using  his  rifle,  the  spoils  from  which  werefre- 
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quently  the  most  profitable  part  of  the  trip.  Mines 
being  opened  at  Beaver  Meadow,  he  located  there 
after  a  few  years  of  the  bushwhacking  practice  of 
Lowerytown. 

The  practice  of  medicine  being  insufficient  to 
occupy  his  time,  or  not  remunerative  enough  to 
satisfy  a  reasonable  ambition,  caused  him  to  look 
about  for  other  means  of  employing  his  time  or  other 
sources  of  profit.  He  thus  became  interested  in  the 
manufacture  of  blasting-powder  for  the  mines.  This 
eventually  located  him  in  Tamaqua,  somewhere  about 
1834  or  1835,  where  he  was  the  leading  physician  and 
surgeon  of  the  place  and  vicinity  until  age  suggested 
the  propriety  of  retiring  from  active  life.  As  before 
stated,  he  is  now  living  retired  upon  a  farm,  respected 
by  all  who  know  him. 

W.  L.  Richardson,  M.D.,  a  native  of  Susquehanna 
County,  Pa.,  a  graduate  of  Jefferson  Medical  College, 
practiced  for  some  time  in  his  native  county,  then 
located  at  Nesquehoning  as  physician  for  the  miners 
about  1854 ;  removed  to  Montrose,  where  he  now  re- 
sides, about  1873.  He  has  ever  been  a  faithful  and 
conscientious  physician,  kind  and  attentive  to  his 
patients,  gentlemanly  and  courteous  to  his  brother 
practitioners.  Always  a  strict  observer  of  the  code 
of  medical  ethics,  he  is  an  active  member  of  -the 
county  medical  societies  where  he  has  resided,  also 
of  the  State  Medical  Society  and  of  the  National 
Medical  Association. 

J.  B.  Linderman,  M.D.,  a  native  of  Pike  County,  Pa., 
graduated  from  the  Medical  Department  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  New  York  in  1851 ;  practiced  for  a  time  in 
Orange  County,  N.  Y. ;  removed  to  Nesquehoning  in 
1853,  taking  the  place  of  his  brother,  who  had  received 
an  appointment  in  the  United  States  Mint  at  Phila- 
delphia. Alter  a  year's  residence  at  Nesquehoning 
he  located  in  Mauch  Chunk,  and  practiced  until  1858, 
when,  becoming  interested  in  the  mining  and  ship- 
ping of  coal,  he  relinquished  the  profession  of  medi- 
cine. He  is  now  residing  on  Fountain  Hill,  South 
Bethlehem,  extensively  engaged  in  the  mining  of  coal 
and  iron,  and  manufacture  of  iron  and  steel. 

John  B.  Longshore,  M.D.,  a  native  of  Philadelphia, 
graduated  at  the  Pennsylvania  Medical  College  in 
1846.  After  practicing  for  a  time  in  Bucks  and  after- 
wards in  Luzerne  County,  he  located  at  Beaver 
Meadow  in  the  fall  of  1854,  where  he  resided  and 
practiced  until  1881,  when  he  sold  his  residence  and 
practice  to  C.  L.  Allen,  M.D.,  from  Williamsport,  who 
is  now  in  practice  in  that  place.  Dr.  Longshore  is  now 
living  retired  from  the-  profession  on  a  farm  near 
Lambertville,  N.  J.  He  was  for  many  years  physician 
to  the  Middle  Coal-Field  Poor  District,  poor-house 
and  hospital,  and  for  one  term  a  director  of  the  dis- 
trict ;  always  took  an  active  part  in  township  afiairs  ; 
served  as  school  director  and  justice  of  the  peace,  and 
was  a  very  useful  man  generally. 

D.  K.  Shoemaker,  M.D.,  a  native  of  Montgomery 
County,  graduated  at  Jefferson  Medical  College  in 


1845;  practiced  for  a  time  in  his  native  county;  re- 
moved to  Rockport  as  physician  to  the  Buck  Moun- 
tain Coal-Mines,  and  was  the  first  physician  to  the 
poor-house  of  the  Middle  Coal-Field  District.  He  re- 
sided at  Rockport  from  1851  until  1859,  when  he  moved 
to  Mauch  Chunk  ;  was  appointed  lazaretto  physician 
to  the  port  of  Philadelphia  by  Governor  Curtin  in 
1861,  and  served  for  three  years.  Is  now  practicing 
in  the  city  of  Philadelphia. 

Horace  Ladd,  M.D.,  a  graduate  of  Jefferson  Medi- 
cal College,  and  native  of  Philadelphia,  came  to  Sum- 
mit Hill  in  1851 ;  removed  to  Mauch  Chunk  in  1854 ; 
left  there  to  locate  in  Scranton,  Pa.,  in  1859 ;  removed 
from  Scranton  to  Philadelphia  in  1880,  where  he  is 
now  practicing. 

J.  H.  Wyeth,  A.M.,  M.D.,  a  native  of  England,  Meth- 
odist preacher,  came  to  this  country  about  1852.  Be- 
coming interested  in  the  microscope,  he  wrote  a  book 
entitled  the  "  Microscope  for  Popular  Use."  This 
brought  him  in  contact  with  medical  men,  and  he 
studied  medicine  and  graduated  at  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania.  He  first  located  at  Port  Carbon,  Schuyl- 
kill Co. ;  removed  to  Jeanesville,  Luzerne  Co.,  and 
from  there  to  Mauch  Chunk  in  1861.  In  1862  he 
made  application  for  admission  to  the  regular  array 
as  surgeon,  and  was  appointed  assistant  surgeon,  and 
ordered  to  report  at  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  and  obeyed 
the  order.  Soon  finding  that  the  pay  of  assistant  sur- 
geon was  insufficient  for  the  support  of  a  wife  and 
seven  children,  he  resigned  his  commission  in  the  army 
and  joined  the  Conference  as  a  stationed  preacher. 
Soon  after  he  received  the  position  of  professor  and 
president  of  the  faculty  of  Wilmot  College,  in  Oregon, 
which  he  held  one  year ;  then  returned  to  California, 
where  at  last  accounts  he  was  preaching  and  practicing 
medicine  between  sermons.  He  was  author  of  Wyeth's 
"Physician's  Pocket  Dose  Book,"  and  some  other 
small  works,  besides  the  one  on  the  microscope  before 
mentioned. 

Dr.  Richard  Halaey,  a  native  of  Delaware  County, 
N.  Y.,  was  the  first  resident  physician  at  Nesquehon- 
ing, locating  there  about  1846 ;  subsequently  removed 
to  White  Haven  in  1848  or  1849,  where  he  now  resides. 

Alexander  McCrea,  a  native  of  Mauch  Chunk,  grad- 
uated at  the  Long  Island  Hospital  Medical  College  in 
1865,  and  located  at  Berwick,  Columbia  Co.  His 
health  becoming  impaired  from  malaria,  he  returned 
to  Mauch  Chunk,  and  took  a  partnership  in  a  drug- 
store, and  attended  occasionally  to  practice.  Health 
restored,  he  again  located  in  Berwick,  where  he  now 
resides. 

B.  C.  Davis,  a  native  of  England,  graduate  of  Jef- 
ferson Medical  College  in  1873,  located  at  Lansford 
immediately  after  graduating,  and  practiced  his  pro- 
fession there  until  1883,  when  he  removed  to  Mahanoy 
City,  where  he  now  resides. 

A.  C.  Smith,  M.D.,  a  native  of  Warren  County, 
N.  J.,  graduated  from  the  University  of  Pennsylvania 
in  1850,  located  at  Reighsville,  Bucks  Co.,  Pa.,  and  re- 
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moved  from  there  to  Mauch  Chunk  in  1863,  where  he 
continued  his  practice  until  1874,  when  his  father 
died,  and  he  removed  to  Bloomsburj^,  N.  J. ;  was  one 
of  the  organizers  of  the  Bloomsbury  National  Bank, 
and  one  of  its  officers  for  five  years,  when  he  resumed 
the  practice  of  his  profession,  which  he  still  continues. 

There  are  many  other  physicans  who  have  resided 
in  Carbon  County  for  a  time,  and  are  now  living  else- 
where, among  whom  is  Dr.  Forrist,  who  lived  for  a 
year  or  more  at  Weatherly  about  1864,  then  removed 
to  Kansas.  Dr.  Pearce  and  Dr.  Kiser  both  practiced 
in  Weatherly  for  a  year  or  more,  the  former  removing 
to  Hazleton,  the  latter  first  to  Nesquehoning,  and 
afterwards  to  Tamaqua.  Drs.  Walton  and  McComb 
practiced  at  Buck  Mountain  for  a  year  or  two.  Dr. 
Walton  removing  to  Schuylkill  County  and  Dr.  Mc- 
Comb to  Philadelphia.  Dr.  Newbaker  practiced  at 
Weissport  for  a  year  or  two  about  1864  and  1865,  and 
removed  to  Montour  County.  Drs.  Ott  and  Beaver 
located  and  practiced  for  a  time  in  Mahoning  Valley ; 
Beaver  joined  the  army,  and  Ott  removed  after  a  resi- 
dence of  a  year  or  more. 

The  physicians  now  residing  and  practicing  within 
the  county  of  Carbon  not  heretofore  mentioned  are, — 

Dr.  Charles  S.  Gorman,  a  native  of  Berks  County, 
Pa.,  settled  at  Lehighton  in  1843,  where  he  now  re- 
sides. 

N.  B.  Eeber,  M.D.,  a  graduate  of  College  of  Physi- 
cians and  Surgeons,  New  York,  1862,  located  in  Le- 
highton soon  after,  and  is  residing  there  still.  He  has 
been  for  several  years  examining  surgeon  for  pensions. 

Dr.  Henry  P.  Newmiller,  a  native  of  Germany,  lo- 
cated at  Summit  Hill  in  1856. 

William  G.  M.  Seiple,  M.D.,  a  native  of  Lehigh 
County,  graduate  of  University  of  Pennsylvania,  1867, 
practiced  first  in  Lehigh  County ;  settled  in  Lehigh- 
ton in  1876. 

Dr.  P.  D.  Keiser,  a  native  of  Lehigh  County,  Pa., 
settled  in  Mahoning  township  in  1861 ;  member  of 
Carbon  County  Medical  Society. 

Edwin  H.  Kistler,  M.D.,  a  native  of  Schuylkill 
County,  graduate  of  University  of  Pennsylvania, 
1870,  practiced  first  in  his  native  county,  then  located 
at  Summit  Hill  in  1874.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Medical  Society  of  Pennsylvania,  and  treasurer  of 
Carbon  County  Medical  Society. 

B.  S.  Erwin,  M.D.,  a  native  of  Bethlehem,  Pa.,  grad- 
uate of  University  of  Pennsylvania,  1871,  located  in 
Mauch  Chunk,  1873. 

J.  B.  Tweedle,  M.D.,  a  native  of  Paterson,  N.  J., 
graduated  at  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons 
of  New  York,  1865,  and  immediately  commenced 
practice  at  Weatherly.  He  is  the  secretary  of  the 
Carbon  County  Medical  Society,  a  member  of  the 
Medical  Society  of  Pennsylvania,  and  member  of  the 
National  Medical  Association  and  the  Lehigh  Valley 
Medical  Association. 

Michael  J.  Donnelly,  M.D.,  a  native  of  Ireland, 
graduate  of  Rush  Medical  College,  Chicago,  1870 


settled  at  Summit  Hill,  1874;  is  assistant  vice- 
president  of  the  Carbon  County  Medical  Society,  and 
member  of  the  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania. 

Jacob  Bowman,  M.D.,  a  native  of  Adams  County, 
Pa.,  graduated  at  Pennsylvania  Medical  College,  1841, 
practiced  first  in  Philadelphia,  afterwards  in  New 
Jersey,  and  located  in  Fast  Mauch  Chunk  in  1878;  is 
a  member  of  the  Carbon  County  Medical  Society. 

Wesley  A.  Deshamer,  M.D.,  a  native  of  Carbon 
County,  graduate  of  Jefferson  Medical  College,  1875, 
located  same  year  in  Lehighton.  He  is  an  active 
member  of  the  Carbon  County  Medical  Society. 

John  C.  Nivins,  M.D.,  a  native  of  Belfast,  Ireland, 
graduate  of  Jefferson  Medical  College,  settled  at 
Summit  Hill  same  j'ear. 

C.  T.  Horn,  M.D.,  a  native  of  Carbon  County,  grad- 
uate of  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  Balti- 
more, Md.,  1878,  located  at  Lehighton  same  year; 
is  an  active  member  of  the  Carbon  County  Medical 
Society,  and  has  been  one  of  its  vice-presidents. 

Wilson  L.  Kutz,  M.D.,  a  native  of  Bucks  County, 
Pa.,  graduate  of  Jefferson  Medical  College,  1878, 
settled  at  Parryville  same  year  ;  is  an  active  member 
of  Carbon  County  Medical  Society. 

P.  H.  Latham,  M.D.,  a  native  of  Maryland,  gradu- 
ate of  University  of  Maryland,  1879,  settled  same 
year  at  Weatherly  ;  he  is  a  member  of  the  County 
Medical  Society,  and  coroner  of  the  county  ;  also 
physician  for  the  Middle  Coal-Field  Poor  District. 

A.  M.  Stapp,  M.D.,  a  native  of  Lehigh  County, 
graduate  of  Bellevue  Medical  College,  N.  Y.,  1871, 
located  in  East  Penn  township. 

Charles  L.  Allen,  M.D.,  a  native  of  Williamsport, 
Pa.,  graduate  of  JeflTerson  Medical  College,  1880, 
located  at  Beaver  Meadow  soon  after  ;  is  a  member 
of  the  County  Medical  Society. 

W.  S.  Baxter,  M.D.,  a  native  of  Steuben  County, 
N.  Y.,  graduate  of  College  of  Physicians  and  Sur- 
geons, Baltimore,  1880  ;  served  one  year  in  Baltimore 
Hospital,  and  located  in  Nesquehoning  in  1882;  is 
an  active  member  of  the  County  Medical  Society. 

Charles  J.  HoflTman,  M.D.,  a  native  of  Northamp- 
ton County,  Pa.,  a  graduate  of  Jefierson  Medical 
College,  1870,  settled  at  Weatherly,  1880 ;  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  County  Medical  Society. 

William  W.  Reber,  M.D.,  a  native  of  Reading,  Pa., 
graduate  of  University  of  Pennsylvania,  1878,  located 
at  Lehighton. 

Dr.  L.  W.  Provost,  a  native  of  Chester  County,  Pa., 
located  at  Tremont,  Pa.,  in  1852 ;  removed  to  Buck 
Mountain  about  1878  ;  is  a  member  of  the  county 
society. 

George  M.  Frick,  M.D.,  a  native  of  Buffalo,  N.  Y., 
graduate  of  University  of  Pennsylvania,  1876,  located 
first  at  Summit  Hill,  then  at  Nesquehoning,  and  now 
in  East  Mauch  Chunk. 

Russel  B.  Kirby,  M.D.,  a  native  of  Phillipsburg, 
N.  Y.,  graduate  of  the  Hahnemann  Medical  College, 
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Philadelphia,  1879,  and  settled  in  Mauch  Chunk  same 
year. 

T.  0.  Bunton,  M.D.,  a 'native  of  Philadelphia,  Pa., 
graduate  of  Homoeopathic  College,  Philadelphia,  set- 
tled in  East  Mauch  Chunk  in  1862. 

John  R.  Gillespie,  M.D.,  a  native  of  Brooklyn,  N.Y., 
graduate  of  the  University  of  New  York  in  1882, 
located  in  Nesquehoning,  now  in  Mauch  Chunk. 

Joseph  A.  Home,  M.D.,  a  native  of  Carbon  County, 
graduate  of  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  Bal- 
timore, 1879,  and  University  of  Pennsylvania,  1881, 
located  in  Mauch  Chunk,  1881 ;  is  a  member  of  the 
Carbon  County  Medical  Society. 

John  T.  Holcomb,  M.D.,  a  native  of  Sullivan 
County,  N.  Y.,  graduated  at  Bellevue  Medical  Col- 
lege, New  York,  1881,  and  immediately  located  at 
Lehigh  Tannery ;  is  a  member  of  the  Carbon  County 
Medical  Society. 

G.  E.  Kaufman,  M.D.,a  native  of  France,  graduate 
of  Medical  Faculty,  Paris,  1878,  located  at  Auden- 
ried,  1882. 

Thomas  C.  Davis,  M.D.,  a  native  of  Tioga  County, 
Pa.,  graduate  of  Jefferson  Medical  College,  Philadel- 
phia, 1888,  settled  at  Summit  Hill. 

Charles  H.  Ott,  M.D.,  a  native  of  Mauch  Chunk, 
graduate  of  Jefferson  Medical  College,  1883,  settled 
in  Mauch  Chunk  ;  is  now  junior  assistant  surgeon, 
St.  Luke's  Hospital,  Bethlehem. 

Charles  W.  Bowers,  M.D.,  a  native  of  Lehighton, 
graduate  of  University  of  Pennsylvania,  1880,  settled 
in  Lehighton. 

John  J.  Thomas,  M.D.,  a  native  of  England,  gradu- 
ate of  Jefferson  Medical  College,  1881,  and  settled  in 
Lansford. 

J.  S.  Lazerus,  M.D.,  has  been  in  practice  at  Auden- 
ried  for  several  years,  first  as  assistant  to  Dr.  R.  Dim- 
mick,  and  now  assistant  of  Dr.  W.  R.  Longshore,  of 
Hazleton,  who  has  the  Audenried  practice  by  contract. 

There  are  several  irregular  practitioners  in  the 
county,  or  doctors  who  practice  occasionally,  or  who 
change  location  so  often  that  they  can  hardly  be  said 
to  have  a  location,  whose  names  are  omitted. 


CHAPTER    VIL 

CARBON    COUNTY   IN   THE   MEXICAN   WAR. 

The  Stockton  Artillerists.— Carbon  County  fur- 
nished a  company  of  volunteers  for  the  Mexican  war 
who  performed  illustrious  service,  winning  for  them- 
selves honor,  and  establishing  for  the  county  a  reputa- 
tion for  patriotism  which  was  again  attested  during 
the  days  of  the  Rebellion.  The  Stockton  Artillerists, 
of  Mauch  Chunk,  had  been  an  organized  corps  several 
years  prior  to  the  war.  Their  first  captain  was  John 
Leisenring,  their  next  Joseph  H.  Siewers,  Esq.,  and 
last  James  Miller.     At  the  breaking  out  of  the  war 


the  company  offered  their  services,  and  were  accepted 
by  Governor  Shunk.  Considerable  excitement  pre- 
vailed for  several  days  previous  to  their  departure. 
Friends  of  the  company  collected  the  sum  of  fifteen 
hundred  dollars,  and  the  ladies  of  Mauch  Chunk 
made  within  three  days  over  three  hundred  flannel 
and  check  shirts,  which  they  presented  to  the  men, 
with  other  articles  of  practical  use. 

The  company,  on  the  24th  of  December,  1846,  ac- 
companied by  a  large  committee  of  citizens,  pro- 
ceeded in  conveyances  furnished  at  the  expense  of 
themselves  and  friends  on  the  route  to  Pittsburgh,  the 
place  of  rendezvous  for  being  mustered  into  service; 
but  on  their  arrival  at  Tamaqua  they  were  met  by 
the  deputy  secretary  of  the  commonwealth  with  an 
order  countermanding  their  acceptance,  the  reason 
given  being  that  the  Second  Regiment  was  full.  A 
meeting  was  at  once  held  for  conference,  and  it  was 
unanimously  resolved  that  the  company  should  pro- 
ceed to  Philadelphia  and  offer  their  services  to  the 
President.  They  went  by  the  way  of  Pottsville,  and 
the  people  of  that  town  gave  them  a  warm  welcome. 
After  remaining  in  Philadelphia  a  few  days  they  were 
accepted.  Accompanied  by  Hon.  Asa  Packer  and 
William  H.  Butler,  they  continued  on  their  route. 
They  went  by  way  of  Baltimore  to  Cumberland  by 
railroad,  and  from  the  latter  place  over  the  Allegha- 
nies  in  nine  stage-coaches  to  Brownsville.  From 
there  they  proceeded  by  boat  to  Pittsburgh.  Hon.  Asa 
Packer  generously  assisted  in  paying  for  their  trans- 
portation. This  amounted  to  over  nine  hundred  dol- 
lars, and  several  hundred  dollars  more  went  for  other 
expenses.  No  part  of  this  outlay  was  ever  refunded 
by  the  government. 

Arriving  at  Pittsburgh,  Jan.  1,  1847,  the  men  were 
mustered  into  service  by  Lieut.  H.  B.  Field.  The 
Stockton  Artillerists  were  the  last  company  accepted, 
and  the  first  on  the  ground  to  be  mustered  into  ser- 
vice as  a  part  of  the  Second  Pennsylvania  Regiment. 
They  numbered  eighty-four  all  told.  Some  of  the 
original  members  had  dropped  out  and  others  were 
added  along  the  route,  two  being  taken  after  the  com- 
pany reached  Mexico.  The  officers  were:  Captain, 
James  Miller ;  First  Lieutenant,  Hiram  Wolf;  Sec- 
ond Lieutenant,  Robert  Klotz ;  Second  Sergeant, 
James  McKeen,  Jr. ;  First  Sergeant,  Thomas  R.  Crel- 
lin.  After  being  mustered  they  shipped  for  New  Or- 
igans, and  arriving  there,  encamped  about  seven  miles 
below  the  city,  on  Jackson's  famous  battle-ground, 
Monday,  Jan.  18,  1847.  They  pitched  their  tents, 
and  everything  passed  pleasantly  for  several  days, 
but  a  heavy  rainfall  commenced,  and  by  Saturday  the 
23d,  at  one  o'clock  at  night,  there  was  fifteen  inches 
of  water  over  the  entire  camp-ground.  The  troops 
were  obliged  to  seek  shelter  where  best  they  could. 
There  was  no  house  within  a  mile  of  the  camp  except 
that  of  a  French  planter,  which  had  already  been  con- 
verted into  a  hospital.  The  several  companies  dis- 
persed, some  going  to  the  city  and  others  to  the  near- 
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est  houses  and  huts  they  could  find,  to  which,  in  most 
instances,  they  were  denied  admission,  and  therefore 
suffered  much  from  the  wet  and  cold.  They  were, 
however,  soon  ordered  on  board  the  transport  ship 
"  Ocean,"  and  sailed  for  Lobos  Island.  They  had  an 
exceedingly  rough  trip,  encountering  heavy  gales, 
but  finally  landed  on  February  13th.  After  remain- 
ing upon  the  island  about  two  weeks  they  were  or- 
dered to  Vera  Cruz,  and  landing  there  March  9th,  be- 
came a  part  of  Gen.  Patterson's  command.  Upon  the 
next  day,  while  the  thermometer  stood  at  109°,  they 
were  initiated  into  active  service,  taking  part  in  skir- 
mishes among  the  sand-hills.  The  company  partici- 
pated in  all,  or  nearly  all,  of  the  active  engagements 
from  Vera  Cruz  to  the  city  of  Mexico,  and  its  con- 
duct and  services  were  most  creditable.  Twenty-three 
of  the  original  number  found  soldiers'  graves  in 
Mexico.  Others  were  wounded,  and  some  died  of 
disease  after  returning  home.  The  fate  of  war  re- 
duced the  ranks  by  killed,  wounded,  and  diseased  to 
less  than  one-half  of  the  original  number. 

At  the  close  of  the  war,  after  nineteen  months  of 
active  service,  the  remnant  of  the  company  returned 
to  Pittsburgh,  where  all  of  the  men  were  honorably 
discharged.  They  arrived  in  Mauch  Chunk,  July  20, 
1848,  after  having  been  tendered  ovations  and  receiv- 
ing the  congratulations  and  hospitalities  of  the  people 
in  Easton,  Bethlehem,  and  Allentown.  The  company 
was  disbanded,  and  now  its  members  are  widely  scat- 
tered. 

Following  is  a  correct  copy  of  the  muster-roll,  em- 
bracing the  names  of  those  who  actually  entered  the 
service  and  went  to  Mexico  : 

Capt.  James  Miller  was  killed  as  colonel  at  Fair  Oaks,  late  war,  Slit 

Kegt.  Pa. 
Ist  Lieut.,  Hiram  Wolf,  died  at  Maucb  Chunk. 
2d  Lient,  Robert  Klotz,  afterwards  adjutant,  etc. 
2d  Sergt.,  James  McKean,  died  at  Puebla  October,  1847. 
Orderly  Sergt.,  Thomas  R.  Crellin,  resides  in  Mauch  Chunk,  Pa. 
2d  Sergt.,  William  Strauss. 
3d  Sergt.,  Charles  K.  Ross. 
4th  Sergt.,  John  W.  Pryor. 
1st  Corp.,  C.  H.  W.  Solinsky. 
2d  Corp.,  Joseph  Hileman. 
3d  Corp.,  Samuel  G.  Stradden. 
4th  Corp.,  Robert  Wallace. 


Pj-ivates. 


Charles  Berg. 
Samuel  Brown. 
Jesse  Blane. 
Bdw.  R,  Blane. 
James  Belford. 
John  F.  Bachman. 
James  Bustard. 
Brooks  Campbell. 
Peter  Collins. 
Jonathan  Collins. 
George  E.  A.  Clark. 
William  Clemens. 
Charles  Cutter. 
Emor  M.  Bavis. 
Syman  Dilly. 
Conrad  Darfling. 


John  P.  Detweiler. 

Abraham  Emery. 

William  A.  Ferris. 

George  W.  Fenner. 

.John  Fritzinger.  • 

George  Fields. 

Michael  Fields. 

Jacob  Feosig. 

Isaac  D.  Gray. 

Horace  Guth. 

D.  E.  Gal  lager. 

Josiah  Horn. 

John  Horn. 

William  Horn. 

Samuel  Horn,  drum-major.i 

John  Handmandle. 

1  Horn  was  a  boy,  was  drummer  under  Gen.  (then  Col.)  Scott  at  Lundy's 
Lane,  in  war  of  1812-14,  and  called  on  him  in  Mexico. 


Alexander  Henry. 
Samuel  Herter. 
William  Harriet. 
Clark  Heath. 
John  J,  Heistand. 
William  L.  HoweU. 
Philip  Kaveny. 
Frederick  C.  Kline. - 
John  Ketler. 
Samuel  Lippincott. 
Orlando  Sink. 
William  0.  K.  Moore. 
Robert  McAllister. 
Henry  McFall. 
John  Nolan. 
Henry  Rex. 
Edward  Remmel. 
Jacob  Remmel. 
William  H.  Reuinger. 
Edward  Rube. 


Joseph  Richards. 
John  Street. 
Isaac  Sapp. 
Thomas  R.  Staples. 
William  Smith. 
Benjamin  Smith. 
Samuel  Shurlock. 
Frederick  Summers. 
William  Snyder. 
Charles  Stark. 
John  Solomon. 
John  Swayne. 
Hezekiah  Thomas. 
Fred.  A.  Tboman. 
William  Warren. 
William  Walters. 
William  W.  Wilhelm. 
John  B.  Weir. 
Samuel  Young. 
John  M.  Young. 


Eighty-four  men  all  told  as  enlisted  or  mustered  at 
Pittsburgh,  Jan.  1,  1847,  by  Lieut.  H.  B.  Fields. 

Two  men,  Michael  Hasson  and  George  White,  were 
enlisted  respectively  at  Jalapa  and  Puebla,  Mexico, 
making  the  strength  of  the  company  eighty-six  men. 

[The  Second  Regiment,  of  which  the  Stockton  Ar- 
tillerists were  Company  K,  was  originally  commanded 
by  Col.  Roberts.  The  lieutenant-colonel  was  John  P. 
Geary  and  the  major  was  William  Brindle.  Col. 
Roberts  dying  at  Vera  Cruz,  Geary  was  promoted  to 
colonel  and  Brindle  to  lieutenant-colonel.] 


CHAPTER    VIIL 

CARBON  COUNTY  IN  THE  WAR  OF  THE  REBELLION. 
Rosters  of  OiBcera  and  Men.3 

"The  contributions  of  Carbon  County  in  aid  of 
suppressing  the  slaveholders'  rebellion,  in  propor- 
tion to  her  population,  is  unequaled  by  any  county  in 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  and  probably  not  surpassed 
by  any  community  in  any  other  State.  Not  only  did 
this  county  furnish  more  men  in  proportion  to  her 
voting  population,  but  the  record  of  her  soldiers  is 
unsurpassed  in  point  of  bravery  and  endurance  by 
any  other  troops.  When  the  first  call  was  made  by 
President  Lincoln  for  seventy-five  thousand  troops 
for  ninety  days.  Carbon  County  sent  three  full  com- 
panies to  Harrisburg  in  twenty-four  hours.  These 
companies  were  attached  to  the  Sixth  Regiment 
Pennsylvania  Volunteers.  Immediately  afterwards  a 
full  company  wa:s  raised  for  three  years,  and  attached 
to  the  famous  'Bucktail  Rifles.'  Upon  the  expiration 
of  the  three  months'  campaign  two  companies  were 
raised  for  the  Twenty-eighth  Regiment  P.  V.,  four 
companies  for  the  Eighty-first  Regiment  P.  V.,  one 
company  for  the  Sixty-seventh  Regiment  P.  V.,  one 


2  Bugler  and  bandmaster. 

5  From  "Patriotism  of  Carbon  County,"  by  J.  D.  Laciar. 
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company  for  the  Fourth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  one 
company  for  the  Eleventh  P.  V.,  a  portion  of  a  com- 
pany for  the  Fifty-third  Regiment  P.  V.,  and  a  por- 
tion of  a  company  for  the  Eleventh  Pennsylvania 
Cavalry.  Besides  these,  about  a  company  were  scat- 
tered in  different  other  regiments. 

"  On  the  next  call  for  troops,  in  1862,  two  more  full 
companies  were  organized  for  nine  months,  which 
were  attached  to  the  One  Hundred  and  Thirty-second 
Regiment  P.  V.  When  the  State  was  threatened  with 
invasion  in  1862,  a  large  number  of  men  volunteered 
for  the  emergency.  In  1863,  when  Pennsylvania  was 
invaded,  the  county  sent  over  four  hundred  men  to 
repel  the  invaders.  In  1864  over  two  hundred  men 
volunteered  for  one  year.  Besides  these  volunteers 
from  the  county,  the  different  sub-districts  paid  boun- 
ties to  the  amount  of  hundreds  of  thousands  of  dol- 
lars to  other  volunteers. 

"The  record  of  the  Carbon  soldiers  commands  the 
admiration  of  the  country.  From  the  beginning  to 
the  end  of  the  war  our  gallant  sons  were  at  'the 
front.'  In  Western  Virginia,  at  Falling  Waters,  from 
the  battle  of  Dranesville,  in  1861,  to  the  surrender  of 
Johnston's  army  in  1865,  there  was  scarcely  a  battle 
fought  but  witnessed  the  fall  of  some  brave  Carbon 
County  soldier.  On  the  Peninsula,  where  fell  Miller, 
Conner,  Shurlock,  Abbott,  and  a  host  of  others;  at 
Chancellorsville,  where  the  noble  Chapman  sealed 
his  devotion  to  his  country  with  his  heart's  blood ;  at 
Bull  Run,  where  the  brave  Hyndman  died,  fighting 
to  the  last;  at  South  Mountain,  where  Bitterling 
cheered  on  his  command  with  his  last  breath ;  at 
Mine  Run,  where  we  lamented  the  fall  of  Phillips; 
at  Spottsylvania,  and  in  the  long  struggle  for  the 
capture  of  Richmond,  where  fell  Hawk,  Ginder, 
Hoover,  McGee,  Peters,  and  a  host  of  others ;  in  the 
last  battle  with  Lee's  army,  where  fell  Bond,  who 
had  served  from  the  very  first  call ;  at  Gettysburg, 
Antietam,  Fredericksburg,  and  a  hundred  other 
battle-fields,  where  such  men  as  Maj.  Harkness, 
Capts.  Conner,  Shields,  Pryor,  McLaughlin,  Abbott, 
Marsh,  Bieber,  Patton,  and  a  thousand  other  brave 
Carbon  County  soldiers  bled  and  won  imperishable 
laurels ;  in  the  struggles  in  the  Southwest,  and  in  the 
long  and  fatiguing  march  of  Sherman's  army  from 
Atlanta  to  the  sea,  in  which  many  of  the  Carbon 
County  men  bled  and  died. 

"  While  we  point  in  sorrovf  to  the  long  lists  of  the 
dead,  we  mourn  with  a  pride  which  only  such  a  record 
can  inspire — such  a  record  of  heroism,  where  Jive- 
eighths  of  the  soldiers  sent  from  a  community  are 
killed  and  wounded.  But  not  only  in  bravery  and 
heroic  fighting  is  th'e  record  of  these  soldiers  un- 
equaled,  but  also  in  point  of  health  and  endurance. 
The  grand  record  of  casualties  in  the  United  States 
Volunteers  during  the  war  shows  that  double  the 
number  of  soldiers  died  of  disease  that  were  killed  in 
battle.  The  record  contained  in  this  volume  shows 
that   three   times   as   many   of   the   Carbon   County 


Volunteers  were  killed  in  battle  as  died  of  disease. 
We  give  the  record  of  officers,  as  follows: 

"  One  brevet  brigadier-general. 

"Three  colonels,  of  whom  one  was  killed. 

"  One  brevet  colonel,  who  was  wounded. 

"  Three  lieutenant-colonels,  of  whom  one  was  killed 
and  one  wounded. 

"  Three  majors,  of  whom  one  was  killed  and  one 
wounded.  ' 

"  Twenty-eight  captains,  of  whom  five  were  killed, 
one  died,  and  sixteen  wounded. 

"Thirty-nine  lieutenants,  of  whom  seven  were 
killed  and  twenty  wounded,  making  a  total  of  seventy- 
eight  officers  furnished  by  Carbon  County.  Of  this 
number  fifteen  were  killed,  one  died  of  disease,  and 
thirty-nine  wounded. 

"  But  it  is  not  only  the  record  of  the  officers  that 
presents  such  unmistakable  evidence  of  bravery  and 
endurance.  The  men  who  filled  the  ranks  have  a 
record  equally  grand ;  and  it  will  stand  for  all  time 
to  come  as  a  noble  monument  to  the  patriotism  of  little 
Carbon.  While  the  remains  of  the  loved  ones  rest 
peacefully  in  the  dust  of  the  battle-fields  of  the  South  ; 
while  we  mourn  the  loss  of  so  many  of  the  noblest 
youths  of  our  county ;  while  fathers  and  mothers 
cherish  the  memory  of  patriotic  sons,  and  widows  and 
orphans  that  of  husbands  and  fathers,  we  have  the 
one  proud  consciousness  that  during  a  period  of  dan- 
ger such  as  few  nations  have  ever  experienced  we 
were  true  to  the  legacy  intrusted  to  us  by  the  founders 
of  this  great  nation.  The  people  of  Carbon  County 
have  the  consciousness  that  during  the  slaveholders' 
rebellion  they  discharged  their  whole  duty. 

"  Native  and  foreign  alike  served  with  honor  and 
distinction,  and  it  is  but  just  to  say  of  the  German, 
Irish,  and  Welsh,  who  form  so  large  a  proportion  of 
the  population  of  Carbon,  that  they  came  up  nobly 
to  the  defense  of  their  adopted  country,  and  the  list 
of  deaths  on  many  a  battle-field  attest  the  gallantry 
of  the  foreign  portion  of  Carbon  County  volunteers." 

Sixth  Regiment  P.  V.  I.  (Three  Months'  Men).— 
This  regiment  was  commanded  by  Col.  James  Nagel, 
of  Pottsville,  and  attached  to  Gen.  Patterson's  divis- 
ion, which  served  at  Harper's  Ferry  and  on  the  Upper 
Potomac.  Companies  A,  I,  and  K  were  from  Carbon 
County,  and  were  mustered  April  22,  1861,  and  dis- 
charged in  July,  1861.  Many  of  the  men  re-enlisted 
for  three  years,  or  until  the  end  of  the  war. 

Company  A. 
(Mustered  in  April  22, 1861 ;  discharged  July  22, 1861.) 
Eli  T.  Conner,  capt. ;  William  I.  Conner,  1st  lieut. ;  Johu  B.  Bertolette, 
2d  lieut.;  Edward  D.  Tombler,  1st  sergt. ;  John  T.  Simpson,  2d 
sergt. ;  David  Ginder,  3d  sergt. ;  Charles  Simons,  4th  sergt. ; 
Alfred  Knecht,  Pelanson  Qeddas,  Oliver  K.  Pryor,  Samuel  D.  Con- 
ner, corporals;  Aquilla  J.  Marsh   Edward  Wilson,  musicians. 


Piivates. 


Joseph  Andrews. 
Ahraham  C.  Angel. 
John  Arroman. 
Nathan  Breleford. 
John  Bond. 


Newton  H.  Bieber. 
Hiram  Briggs. 
William  J.  Briggs. 
Israel  K.  Briggs. 
Thomas  G.  Conner, 
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Thomas  W.  Ebert. 
Richard  Edwards. 
Ezra  B.  Ely. 
Henry  Foster. 
Lewis  Grandison. 
Sidney  N.  Hawk. 
Samuel  S.  Hawk. 
Edwin  Hnrn. 
Thomas  Hanlin. 
Aaron  Henry. 
William  Helmuth. 
John  Islan. 
Andrew  Johnson. 
Nathan  Lynn. 
Nathan  Leffler. 
Jesse  Lines. 
Charles  Langkammer. 
Francia  Long, 
John  Lindsay, 
Ernat  Lesman. 
Franck  C.  Miner, 
John  Millheim. 
Jacoli  Miller. 
George  W.  Moss. 
Wallace  Mcintosh. 
Aaron  Moser. 


Joel  Mank. 

Aaron  Oxrider. 

"William  Ormrod. 

James  Patterson. 

Charles  H.  Peltz. 

John  Patton. 

Samuel  Peters. 

George  F.  Painter. 

Albert  G.  H,  Raw. 

Daniel  A.  Reinheimer. 

Charles  Richard. 
Joseph  Schadel. 
John  M.  Schoheld. 
Frank  Strittmaker. 
Lewis  Schreiber. 
William  Simpson. 
William  Smith. 
Robert  Tate. 
Robert  Tanner. 
Stephen  Taggart. 
Lebo  Winters. 
Alfred  Walton. 
Jacob  Winner. 
Henry  Will. 
Benjamin  Tonkers. 


Died. 


Lentz,  Alexander,  died  in  hospital  at  Hagerstown,  Md.,  July  22, 1861. 
Company  1. 
(Mustered  in  April  22, 1861 ;  discharged  July  22, 1861.) 
John  Craig,  capt. ;   Samuel  Shmiock,  1st  lieut.;   William   Belford,  2d 
lieut. ;  Thomas  Kalbfus,  1st  sergt. ;  Nicholas  C.  Glace,  2d  sergt. ; 
William  DeWitt,  3d  sergt.  ;  Lee  Stiles,  4th  aergt.;  William  Miller, 
George   Brown,  Thomaa   B.   Leisenring,   Wayne  Winters,   corps.; 
,  Charles  Eberly,  Charles  T.  Sigman,  musicians. 


Privates. 


Peter  Andre. 
Henry  Bloomy. 
John  Balentine. 
W.  J.  Boyd. 
Andrew  Burt. 
Leonard  Buer. 
N,  Buck. 
Wilson  Beer. 
A.  S.  Bellin. 
Peter  Boyle. 
Robert  Bnaton. 
John  Brislio, 
James  Caffrey. 
William  Day. 
Henry  Dietrich. 
Peter  Dougherty. 
George  Dert. 
George  W.  Frank. 
Lewis  Fink. 
Charles  Goodman. 
John  Graham, 
John  Green. 
J.  E.  Gabriel. 
Archibald  Gilmore. 
Frederick  Hanning. 
James  Heaton. 
Emanuel  Hoover, 
John  Kindlin. 
Fiancifl  Knorr, 
John  Lewis. 
Joseph  Lee. 
Joseph  Lindsay. 
Abraham  Long. 


Robert  McDahola. 
Daniel  Martin. 
Adam  Mont, 
John  McCroty. 
Jacob  Nagel. 
A.  C.  B.  Neimeyer. 
C.  W.  Overbold. 
S.  K.  Overbold, 
John  Pellea. 
Otto  Pearson. 
Alexander  Petrie. 
Henry  Peffercole. 
Peter  Reinmiller. 
Joseph  Reed. 
Abraham  G.  Rough. 
Joseph  Rathwell. 
James  Robison. 
John  Rutledge. 
Josiah  Smith. 
Waahiagton  Seitzer. 
S.  S.  Smith. 
A.  J.  Sheimer. 
Lewis  Saylor. 
William  Stout. 
J.  W.  Shellheimer. 
C.  D,  Smith. 
Jamea  R.  Smith. 
John  R.  Sowell. 
Samuel  Thompson. 
J.  B.  Thompson. 
John  Yost, 
James  Yard, 
Thomas  Home. 


Company  K. 
(Mustered  in  April  22, 1861 ;  discharged  July  22, 1861.) 
Thomas  Wilhelm,  capt.  ;  Patrick  Hughs,  lat  lieut. ;  Jacob  Arndt,  2d 
lieut. ;  Charles  Cooper,  lat  sergt. ;  James  Warner,  2d  sergt. ;  Peter 


S.  Ege,  3d  sergt. ;  Daniel  Tubbs,  4th  sergt. ;  Robert  Depue,  T.  Sieg- 
fried, Henry  F.  Brown,  S.  K,  Austin,  corps.  ;  George  H.  Williams, 
drummer. 


Privatee. 


John  Arrowman. 
Cornelius  Acker. 
George  Buck. 
Thomfis  Bergenstock. 
Joseph  Billing. 
John  Burnett. 
John  Brittain. 
John  Bowman. 
S.  Brine r. 
John  Buelow, 
Martin  Bowerfort. 
James  Barr. 
Joseph  Conrad, 
Thomas  Conerty. 
Joseph  Connelly. 

D.  L.  Chandler. 
William  C,  Call. 
Daniel  Derchau, 

E,  E.  Dodson. 
James  Dunbar. 
John  Fidler. 
John  Fritz. 
Franklin  Flat. 
William  Garrory. 
Henry  R.  Glace. 
William  R.  Garritt. 
James  Geddas. 
Jonas  Henry. 
David  Hartz. 
William  Harris. 
Henry  Hoffman. 

J.  J.  Klotz. 
Philip  KeefaWbler. 


C.  Kleppner. 

George  Lewis. 

John  McQuire. 

Owen  McDawn. 

Daniel  McGeehan, 

S.  H.  Miller. 

Thomas  J.  Miller. 

Joseph  Murrier, 

Henry  Munsen. 

Philip  Moore. 

A.  Meacham. 

C.  Minninger. 

R.  S.  Purcell. 

S.  C,  Parkes. 

Peter  Parker. 
John  Shultz. 
Frederick  Shultz. 
William  Schrank, 
Frederick  Schroeber, 
Girard  L.  Staples. 
Anthony  Sandherr. 
A.  G.  Stone. 
Tilghman  Sourwine, 
William  Schucke. 
George  Slate. 
Daniel  Summerman. 
Joseph  Smith. 
William  Thomas. 
George  Williams. 
.T.  B.  Wasser, 
Henry  Watforce. 
John  Wharren, 
E.  D.  Young. 


**Biicktail  Rifles"— Company  F.— This  company, 
in  the  First  Pennsylvania  "Bucktails"  (of  the  Penn- 
sylvania Reserve  Volunteer  Corps),  was  originally 
intended  for  the  campaign  of  three  months,  but  when 
it  reached  Harrisburg  no  companies  were  accepted 
for  a  shorter  term  than  three  years.  It  was  the  first 
three-years'  organization  at  the  State  capital,  and  was 
mustered  into  service  May  15,  1861.  The  first  action 
in  which  the  company  participated  was  the  skirmish 
at  Falling  Waters,  early  in  1861,  The  first  severe 
action  was  the  battle  of  Dranesville,  Dec.  20,  1861. 
Subsequently  the  company  fought  in  the  Seven  Days* 
battle  on  the  Peninsula,  in  the  battles  of  Bull  Run, 
South  Mountain,  Antietam,  Fredericksburg,  Chan- 
cellorsville,  Gettysburg,  and  the  Wilderness,  and  all 
through  the  long  struggle  to  the  front  of  Petersburg 
and  Richmond  in  1864. 

Company  F. 

(Mustered  in  May  15, 1861 ;  mustered  out  June  11, 1864.) 

Dennis  McGee.  capt.,  disch.  in  1863,  and  subsequently  reinstated,  and 

resigned  in  1865. 
Charies  Bitterling,  1st  lieut.,  commissioned  May  29  1861 
Henry  E.  Swartz,  sorgt.,  disch.  September,  1S62,  disability 
Conrad  Vogel,  sergt. 
George  Seiwell,  sergt. 

W.  Harry  Rnuch,  sergt,  served  three  years. 
Joseph  Shelly,  corp.,  enl.  Aug.  16, 1861. 
George  Mcintosh,  disch.  September,  1862. 
Fidel  Armbruster,  private,  re-enl.  Jan.  3, 1864 ;  taken  prisoner  June  26, 

1862  and  May  3, 1864  ;  exchanged  and  served  to  the  end  of  the  war. 
George  Bott,  enl.  Aug.  6, 1861. 
^^''^^P^^^r.  '  JohnBrannon. 
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George  Bierlingmeyer,  eiil.  Dec.  16, 1861. 

Deunis  Brialin,  enl.  April  29, 1861. 

John  Caden. 

Andrew  Connaghnn,  enl.  April  29,  1861. 

William  Curtis. 

Patrick  Carr. 

John  Carroll,  disch.  on  account  of  disability. 

John  Deahn,  enl.  Dec.  16,  1801  ;  re-enl.  and  served  to  the  end  of  the 

war. 
Richard  W.  Davis,  disch.  October,  1862,  for  disability. 
John  Dugan.  Joseph  Eirly. 

Frederick  Ehman,  disch.  May,  1862. 
George  EicUoff.  Ferdinand  Bichoff. 

John  Fenstermacher.  Stephen  Fell. 

Anthony  Grieshaber,  taken  prisoner  and  exchanged. 
Patrick  Hanlin.  Lynford  Hawk. 

Samuel  Hollenbach,  enl.  July  21, 1861. 
Edward  Higgins,  disch.  on  acconnt  of  disability. 
John  W.  Hooker,  enl.  Aug.  16, 1861. 
Michael  Henah,  discharged. 
William  Hettinger.  Juha  Hills. 

John  Hollenbach,  enl.  July  21, 1861 ;  re-enlisted,  and  served  to  the  end 

of  the  war. 
Albert  Herman. 
Martin  King,  enl.  Aug.  6, 1861. 
William  Reiser. 
Patrick  Kennedy,  served  two  years  and  five  months;  re-enlisted  in 

another  regiment. 
Charles  McFadden.  James  Matthews. 

John  Meyer.  Michael  McCue. 

Peter  Mangold.  Charles  Middler . 

Henry  Munson,  enl.  Dec.  16, 1861. 

John  McCafTerty,  disch.  on  account  of  disability  Dec.  11, 1861. 
William  Marshall. 
John  Osmun,  enl.  July  21, 1861. 

Andrew  Quinn,  re-enlisted  and  served  to  the  end  of  the  war. 
Moses  Shoads,  disch.  on  account  of  disability  Dec.  11, 1861. 
William  D.  Robins.  Oourtland  Schofield. 

William  F.  Rehr.  Frederick  Sutter. 

Christian  Shlaffley.  Stephen  Shiry. 

Philip  Shannon.  Frank  Sellinger. 

Charles  Shultz,  enl.  Doc.  16, 1861. 
Daniel  Sullivan. 

Thomas  Scott,  re-enlisted,  and  sei-ved  to  the  end  of  the  war. 
Charles  Trout. 

Charles  Vogel,  enl.  Nov.  12, 1861 ;  disch.  on  account  of  disability. 
Theodore  Yanke,  disch.  on  account  of  disability. 
Henry  Zundel,  pro.  to  chief  bugler. 

List  of  KUled. 
1st  Lieut.  Charles  Bitterling,  com.  May  29,  1861 ;  killed  in  battle  of 

South  Mountain  Sept.  11, 1862. 
Sergt.  Conrad  Vogel,  enl.  May  15, 1861 ;  killed  in  battle  of  South  Monn- 

tain  Sept.  14, 1862. 
Corp.  Joseph  Shelly,  enl.  Aug.  16, 1861 ;  killed  in  battle  of  South  Moun- 
tain Sept.  14,  1862. 
Brannon,  John,  enl.  May  15,1861;  killed  in  the  battle  of  Fredericks- 
burg Dec.  13, 1862. 
Brislin,  Dennis,  enl.  April  29, 1861 ;  killed  near  Fredericksburg. 
Connaghan,  Andrew,  enl.  April  29,  1861;  killed  at  battle  of  Bethesda 

Church  May  30. 1864. 
Fenstermacher,  John,  enl.  May  15,  1861 ;  killed  at  battle  of  Gaines' 

Mill  June  27,  1862. 
Hanlin,  Patrick,  enlisted  May  15, 1861;  killed  at  the  battle  of  Bethesda 

Church  May  30, 1864. 
Hooker,  John  W.,  enl.  Aug.  16, 1861 ;  wounded  at  Dranesville  Dec.  20, 

1861 ;  killed  at  Antietam  Sept.  17, 1862. 
King,  Martin,  enl.  Aug.  6, 1861;  killed  at  the  battle  of  the  Wilderness 

May  3, 1864. 
McFadden,  Charles,  enl.  May  15, 1861 ;  killed  at  South  Mountain  Sept. 

14, 1862. 
Mangold,  Peter,  enl.  May  15, 1861 ;  killed  at  South  Mountain  Sept.  14, 

1862, 
McCue,  Michael,  enl.  May  15, 1861 ;  killed  at  Bull  Run  Aug.  29, 1862. 
Munsen,  Henry,  enl.  Dec.  16,  1861 ;  killed  at  the  Wilderness  May  3, 

1864. 
Osman,  John,  enl.  July  21, 1861 ;  killed  at  Kelly's  Ford  Aug.  26, 1862. 


Robins,  William  D.,  enl.  May  15,  1861 ;  killed  at  Charles  City  Cross- 

Roads  June,  1862. 
Shlaffley,  Christian,  enl.  May  15,1861;  killed  at  Antietam  Sept.  17, 1862. 

Died. 

Fell,  Stephen,  enl.  May  16, 1861 ;  taken  prisoner  and  died  in  April,  1864. 

Hollenbach,  Samuel,  enl,  July  21,  1861;  wounded  at  Fredericksburg 
Dec.  13,  1862  ;  re-enlisted ;  captured  and  died  prisoner  of  war. 

Schofleld,  Courtland,  enl.  May  15, 1861 ;  died  in  Camp  Pierpont  Decem- 
ber, 1861, 

Shiry,  Stephen,  enl.  May  16, 1861 ;  wounded  at  Bull  Run  Aug.  29, 1862, 
and  died  in  rebel  prison. 

Shultz,  Charles,  enl.  Dec.  16, 1861 ;  captured  and  died  in  rebel  prison  in 
1864. 

Twenty-eighth  Regiment— Company  E.— This 
company  was  mustered  into  service  July  6,  1861 ;  re- 
enlisted  Dec.  27,  1863,  and  served  to  the  end  of  the 
war.     Following  is  the  roster  : 

Field  and  Staff. 
Lansford  F.  Chapman,  maj,,  com.  capt.  July  6,1861 ;   pro.  to  maj.Jan. 

16,  1863  ;  killed  in  battle  of  Chancellorsville,  Va.,May  3, 1863. 
Jacob  D.  Arner,  maj,,  pro.  to  capt.  Jan,  15, 1863;  pro.  to  maj.  June  1, 
1866, 

Company  E. 
Simon  F.  Laurlsh,  capt,,  enl,  June  26, 1861 ;  re-enl.  Deo.  27, 1863;  pro. 

to  1st  sergt.  May  1, 1863 ;  to  capt.  in  1865. 
Charles  P.  Chapman,  1st  lieut,  pro,  to  1st  lieut.  Jan.  15, 1863. 
Douglas  McLean,  enl.  in  1861 ;  re-enl.  in  1863;  pro.  to  sergt.  September, 

1863 ;  pro,  to  1st  lieut.  1865. 
Frank  McFall,  2d  lieut.,  enl,  Jan.  25, 1861  ;  disch.  as  sergt.  Dec.l,  1862 

appointed  2d  lieut.  Jan.  15, 1863. 
Henry  B.  Grover,  2d  lieut.,  enl,  in  1861 ;  re-enl,  in  1863  ;  pro.  from  corp, 

to  sergt.  May  1, 1863  ;  pro.  to  2d  lieut.  1865. 
Bernhard  Lynch,  sergt,,  pro,  from  private  to  corp.  Feb.  18, 1863  ;  to  sergt, 

May  4, 1863, 
Aaron  Bennyhoff,  sergt,,  pro.  from  private  to  corp.  Feb.  16, 1863 ;  to  sergt, 

April  1,  1865. 
Moses  Kebrig,  sergt.,  enl.  June  25, 1861 ;  disch.  Feb.  18,  1863,  at  Dum- 
fries, Va.,  on  account  of  disability. 
James  Lynch,  sergt.,  enl.  June  25,  1861. 
Aaron  Moaer,  sergt,,  enl.  Sept.  3, 1861. 
Gustavus  Hartley,  sergt.,  enl.  June  25, 1861;  disch.  July  8, 1864,  having 

served  three  years. 
George  Harlos,  Corp.,  pro.  to  corp.  July  1, 1863. 
Herbert  Weston,  corp,,  pro,  to  corp.  July  1, 1863. 
Gideon  Moser.  Corp.,  pro.  to  corp.  Jan.  1,  1864. 
Samuel  Kunkle,  corp,,  pro.  to  corp.  Jan.  1, 1864. 
Herman  Ernst,  Corp.,  pro,  to  corp,  Jan.  1, 1864. 
Jacob  D.  Fries,  corp.,  pro,  to  corp,  April  1, 1865. 
Jacob  Beers,  Sr.,  Corp. 

Jacob  Beers,  Jr.,  corp,,  enl.  June  25, 1861 ;  disch,  Feb,  16,  1863,  at  Wash- 
ington, D.  C. 
Oscar  D.  Case,  Corp.,  enl.  June  25, 1861 ;  disch.  June  30, 1862,  on  account 

of  disability. 
David  B.  Shaffer,  Corp.,  enl.  June  26, 1861 ;  disch.  Feb.  18, 1863,  on  ac- 
count of  disability, 
Alfred  Wittingham,  Corp.,  enl,  June  25, 1861;  disch.  Dec.  31, 1862. 
Jesse   Gangewere,  Corp.,  enl.  Aug.  27,  1862  ;   disch.  May  18,  1865,  by 

order  of  War  Department. 
Casper  S.  Meyers,  corp.,  enl.  June  25, 1861 ;  trans.  Oct.  5, 1861,  to  Knapp's 

Battery. 
William  Laird,  musician, 
Michael  McAllister,  musician, 
John  Fox,  wagoner. 

Privtites. 
David  Amig. 
John  Ackerman,  enl.  June  25,  1861 ;  trans.  Nov.  4, 1862,  to  6th  U.  S. 

Cav. 
Richard  Brennen.  Edward  Boyle. 

John  Brindle,  enl.  March  21, 1864;  vet.  vol. 
Hiram  Blowers,  enl.  March  8, 1865. 
John  Burie,  enl.  Feb.  23,1865. 

John  Burns,  enl.  June  25, 1861 ;  disch.  July  20, 1864,  having  served  en- 
listment of  three  years. 
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Patrick  Burns,  enl.  June  25, 1861 ;  trans.  July  1, 1863,  to  Invalid  Corps. 

James  Brown,  enl.  June  25,  1861. 

James  Connerty. 

Oram  Colbath,  enl.  ]feb.  27, 1865. 

Thomas  Compton,  enl.  Feb.  28, 1865. 

John  P.  Cortrigbt,  enl.  March  6, 1865. 

Thomas  Oampsie,  enl.  June  25, 1861 ;  disch.  Feb.  28, 1803,  on  account  of 

disability. 
John  Campbell,  enl.  June  '25.  1861;  disch.  July  20, 1864,  liaving  served 

enlistment  of  three  years. 
Francis  Crilly,  enl.  June  2.5,  1861;  disch.  July  20,  1864,  having  served 

enlistment  of  three  years. 
John  C.  Conover,  enl.  Dec.  23,  1861 ;  disch.  Sept.  10,  1862. 
William  Carey,  enl.  June  25,  1861. 
Patrick  Curran,  enl.  June  26,  1861 ;  disch.  June  23, 1862,  on  account  of 

disability. 
David  B.  Davis. 

Elisha  Dunbar,  enl.  Feb.  28,  1865. 
John  Desmond,  enl.  June  26, 1861 ;  disch.  Nov.  4,  1862,  on  account  of 

disability. 
Frank  A.  Eisenbra,  enl.  July  15,  1861 ;  disch.  July  5, 1862,  on  account 

of  disability. 
William  H.  Evans,  enl.  June  25,  1861 ;  disch.  July  20, 1864,  having  served 

three  years. 
Edward  Eveland,  enl.  June  26, 1861. 
Jacob  W.  Grover,  enl.  Feb.  9, 1864. 
William  Gangewere,  enl.  Feb.  15, 1865. 
Isaac  Graff,  substitute,  enl.  Feb.  7, 1865. 
Franklin  Gaumer,  enl.  June  25, 1861. 
James  Henry. 

David  Hartz,  enl.  Feb.  6, 1864. 
James  W.  Kane,  enl.  Feb.  4,  1864. 
Thomas  Hamilton,  enl.  June  25, 1861  ;  disch.  Feb.  28, 1862,  on  account  of 

disability. 
John  H.  Hummel,  substitute,  enl.  Aug.  16, 1864  ;  disch.  April  28, 1865,  by 

order  of  the  War  Department. 
Henry  Harris,  enl.  June  25,  1861  ;  trans.  July  27,  1863,  to  Invalid  Corps. 
Daniel  Hertzog,  enl.  June  25,  1861. 

Jacob  Hartz,  enl.  June  25,  1861 ;  re-enl.  as  vet.  vol.  Dec.  24,  1863. 
William  Hagenbauch,  en!.  June  26, 1861 ;  re-enl.  as  vet.  vol.  Dec.  24, 1863. 
William  Johnson. 
Solomon  Johnson,   enl.  June  25,  1861;   disch.   July  20,  1864,  having 

served  enlistment  of  three  years. 
John  Jenkins,  enl.  June  26,1861;  trans.  Oct.  6, 1861,  to  Knapp's  Pa.  Batt. 
James  Johnson,  enl.  June  25,  1861. 
Thomas  Knecht. 

Charles  M.  Koons,  enl.  June  25, 1861 ;  disch.  Dec.  8, 1862,  disability. 
Peter  L.  Kinney,  enl.  March  8,  1866;  disch.  June  27, 1866. 
William  Leinbach,  enl.  Feb.  11, 1864. 
Henry  Lentz,  enl.  July  16,  1861;  disch.  July  20,  1864. 
Jeremiah  Labar,  enl.  June  26,  1801 ;  disch.  Sept.  29,  1862. 
Charles  N.  Morris,  enl.  Feb.  27, 1865. 

Eobert  S.  Monroe,  enl.  June  25, 1861 ;  disch.  July  20, 1864. 
William  H.  Moody,  enl.  June  26, 1861 ;  trans.  Oct.  6,  1861,  to  Knapp's 

Pa.  Batt. 
Patrick  Murphy,  enl.  July  15,. 1861;  trans.  Aug.  13,  1863,  to  Invalid 

Corps. 
Charles  Milham,  enl.  June  25,  1861 ;  trans.  Oct.  5, 1801,  to  Knapp's  Pa. 

Batt. 
Robert  Moore,  enl.  Aug.  31,  1861;  substitute. 
William  McCoy,  enl.  Feb.  16, 1864. 

Edward  McGadey,  enl.  June  26,  1861 ;  disch.  July  20,  1864. 
Cornelius  McOue,  enl.  June  26, 1861 ;  disch.  March  18, 1863,  disability. 
John  McGeady,  enl.  Feb.  29,  1864;  trans.  Jan.  1,  1805,  to  Vet.  Res. 

('orps. 
Isaac  McKiover,  enl.  Feb.  11,  1864;  trans.  April  21,  1865,  to  Vet.  Res. 

Corps. 
Patrick  McKenna,  enl.  Dec.  23,  1801. 
Washington  G.  Neith. 
Jacob  Nuss,  enl.  June  25, 1861. 

Thomas  O'Brien,  enl.  July  IB,  1861 ;  disch.  April  4,  1863,  disability. 
Peter  Odenkjrchen,  enl.  Juno  26, 1861 ;  disch.  July  20,  1864. 
Eobert  Petlit. 

William  H.  Peter,  enl.  March  8,  1865. 

.lames  Powels,  enl.  June  25,  1861;  disch.  Doc.  8,  1802,  disability. 
Charles  Powels,  enl.  June  26,  1861 ;  disch.  July  20,  1804. 
George  W.  Pratt,  enl.  June  26, 1861 ;  disch.  March  10, 1863,  disability. 


William  P.  Rudolph,  enl.  Oct.  27,  1862;  disch.  Aug.  9,  1864,  disa- 
bility. 

Caleb  Eawley,  enl.  Jan.  29, 1864. 

Oliver  W.  Roth,  enl.  Feb.  27, 1866. 

Harrison  Rawley,  enl.  June  25, 1861. 

Henry  J.  Shaver. 

William  Smith. 

Charles  F.  Smith. 

David  Smith,  enl.  Feb.  17, 1864. 

Eobert  Scott,  enl.  Feb.  4,  1864. 

Thomas  Strohl,  enl.  March  8,  1865.  ' 

Henry  B.Smith,  enl.  June  25, 1861;  disch.  July  22,1803,  by  order  of  the 
Secretai-y  of  War. 

Henry  Sterling,  enl.  June  26,  1861;  disch.  Feb.  18, 1863,  disability. 

William  B.  Shutt,  enl.  June  25, 1861 ;  disch.  Feb.  24, 1863,  disability. 

Henry  Senn,  enl.  July  15, 1861  ;  trans.  Nov.  4,  1862,  to  Otll  U.  S.  Cav. 

John  Saner,  enl.  Sept.  7,  1863. 

Mabry  Trout. 

Thomas  G.  Thomas,  enl.  June  25,  1861;  disch.  Nov.  29,  1862,  disa- 
bility. 

William  Weidaw. 

Wesley  Wagner,  enl.  Feb.  28, 1865. 

William  Wagner,  enl.  Feb.  28, 1866. 

Clinton  F.  Weaver,  enl.  Feb.  24, 1866. 

Aaron  Weidaw,  enl.  June  25, 1861 ;  disch.  May  31, 1862,  disability. 

Edward  Ward,  enl.  July  16, 1861;  disch.  July  20,  1864. 

John  J.  Walker,  enl.  June  25, 1861  ;  disch.  June  3,1862. 

William  Weiss,  enl.  June  25, 1861 ;  re-enl.  as  veteran  volunteer  Dec.  24, 
1803. 

Charles  Young,  enl.  Feb.  2, 1864. 

Samuel  Tehl,  enl.  Feb.  27, 1865. 

Thomas  Young,  enl.  June  25, 1861 ;  disch.  May  16, 1865,  veteran  volun- 
teer. 

Gideon  Yost,  enl.  June  25, 1861 ;  trans.  Nov.  15, 1863,  to  Invalid  Corps. 

Joseph  J.  Zehner,  enl.  June  26, 1861 ;  disch.  July  20, 1864. 

laned. 

Maj.  Lansford  F.  Chapman,  com.  capt.  July  6,  1861;  pro.  maj.  Jan.  15, 
1863 ;  killed  in  battle  of  Chancellorsville,  Va.,  May  3, 1863. 

Sergt.  James  Lynch,  enl.  June  25, 1861 ;  killed  Sept.  17, 1862,  in  the  battle 
of  Antietam,  Md. 

Sergt.  Aaron  Moser,  enl.  Sept.  3, 1861 ;  died  May  9,1864,  of  wounds  re- 
ceived in  battle  at  Mill  Springs  Gap,  Ga.,  May  8, 1864. 

Hertzogg,  Daniel,  enl.  June  25,  1801;  killed  May  3,  1863,  at  battle  of 
Chancellorsville,  Va. 

Hartz,  Jacob,  enl.  June  26,  1861;  re-enl.  as  veteran  volunteer  Dec.  24, 
1863;  died  May  22,  1864,  of  wounds  received  May  8,  1864,  at  the 
battle  of  Mill  Spring  Gap,  Ga. 

Hagenbauch,  William,  enl.  June  25, 1861 ;  re-enl.  as  veteran  volunteer, 
Dec.  24,  1863;  killed  June  16,  1864,  iit  the  battle  of  Pine  Knob, 
Ga. 

Johnson,  James,  enl.  June  25, 1801;  killed  at  the  battle  of  Chancellors- 
ville May  3,  1863. 

Nuss,  Jacob,  enl.  June  26,  1861 ;  died  Sept.  21,  1862,  of  wounds  received 
at  the  battle  of  Antietam.  Sept.  17,  1862. 

Eawley,  Harrison,  enl.  June  25,  1861  ;  killed  Sept.  17,1862,  at  the  battle 
of  Antietam. 

Sauer,  John,  enl.  Sept.  7,  1863;  died  Aug.  22,  1864,  of  wounds  received 
in  the  battle  of  Peach  Tree  Creek,  July  20,  1864. 

Weiss,  William,  enl.  June  26, 1801 ;  re-enl.  as  veteran  volunteer  Dec.  24, 
1803 ;  died  July  10,  1864,  of  wonnds  received  near  Marietta,  Ga., 
June  24,  1864. 

Died. 

Brown,  James,  enl.  June  25, 1801 ;  died  Aug.  6,  1861,  at  Sandy  Hook, 

Md. 
Carey,  William,  enl.  June  26,  1861 ;  died  May  22,  1862,  in  hospital  at 

Ale.xandrla,  Va. 
Eveland,  Edward,  enl.  June  25,  1861;  died  May  10,  1863,  at  Acquia 

Lauding,  Va. 
Gaumer,  Franklin,  enl.  June  25, 1861 ;  died  May  10, 1802,  atKectertown, 

Va. 
Moore,  Robert,  enl.  Aug.  31,  1861;  substitute;  died  Aug.  31,  1864,  at 

Bridgeport,  Ala. 
McKenna,  Patrick,  enl.  Dec.  23,  1801  ;    drowned  .luly  5, 1862,  while 

bathing  in  the  Potomac  at  Bank's  Ford. 
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Company  A. 
Simpson,  WUIiain,  enlisted  as  drummer,  June,  1861;    re-enli<sted  in 

1863  ;  pro.  to  drum-major  of  the  regiment.    Served  to  the  end  of 

the  war. 
Spohn,  Frederick,  enl.  June,  1861 ;  pro.  to  flfe-mtyor  of  the  regiment; 

served  three  years. 

Fourth  Regiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteer  Cav- 
alry, Company  A. — This  company,  in  which  most  of 
the  men  were  from  Carbon  County,  was  during  the 
first  two  years  of  the  war  commanded  by  officers 
from  other  counties.  Subsequently  the  company  pro- 
duced some  splendid  and  dashing  officers.  Nearly 
all  of  the  men  served  three  years  or  to  the  end  of  the 
war. 

Company  A. 
Joseph  Andrews,  capt.,  enl.  Aug.  7, 1861,  as  1st  sergt. ;  pro.  to  2d  lieut. 

Oct.  18,  1861 ;  to  1st  lieut.  Sept.  1, 1862  ;  to  capt.  Oct.  5, 1863  ;  must. 

out  of  service  Sept.  29, 1864, 
William  Hyndman,  capt.,  enl.  as  private  May  1,  1862;  pro.  to  sergt. 

July  31, 1863  ;  to  1st  lieut.  Dec.  13, 1864  ;  to  capt.  March  8, 1866; 

served  to  the  end  of  the  war. 
George  W.  Moss,  cApt.,  enl.  Aug.  7, 1861,  as  sergt.;  pro.  to  1st  sergf. 

Dec.  1, 1864  ;  to  2d  lieut.  Dec.  21, 1864;  pro.  to  capt.  Co.  F  March  8, 

1865  ;  served  from  the  beginning  to  the  end  of  the  war. 
Herman  Horn,  1st  lieut. ;  appointed  1st  lieut.  Aug.  15, 1861 ;  res.  Dec. 

21, 1861. 
Christian  Freeby,  2d  lieut.,  enl.  as  private  Aug.  7, 1861 ;  pro.  to  sergt. 

Oct.  1, 1861 ;  to  1st  sergt.  Dec.  4,  1801 ;  to  2d  lieut.  Sept.  1,  1862  ; 

must,  out  Nov.  19,  1864. 
Alfred  Walton,  1st  sergt.,  enl.  Aug.  15, 1861. 
James  Smith,  sergt.,  enl.  Aug.  15, 1861 ;  re-enl.  and  served  to  the  end  of 

the  war. 
Albert  G.  W.  Raw,  sergt.,  enl.  Aug.  15, 1861 ;  re-enl.  and  served  to  the 

end  of  the  war. 
Nathan  Brelsford,  sergt.,  enl.  Aug.  15, 1861;  re-enl.  and  served  to  the 

end  of  the  war. 
Neal  Cunning,  Corp.,  enl.  Aug.  15, 1861 ;  re-enl.  and  served  to  the  end 

of  the  war. 
Bobert  Boston,  sergt.,  enl.  Aug.  15, 1861 ;  disoh.  July  20, 1863,  at  Har- 

risburg  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 
Philip  Keefaber,  sergt.,  enl.  Aug.  16, 1861  ;  re-enl.  and  served  to  the 

end  of  the  war. 
William  Kain,  Jr.,  sergt.,  enl.  March  1, 1862  ;  re-enl.  and  served  to  the 

end  of  the  war. 
John  Sinker,  Corp.,  enl.  Aug.  15, 1861 ;  re-enl.  and  served  to  the  end  of 

the  war. 
Tilghman  Ash,  Corp.,  enl.  Aug.  16, 1861;  disch.  Aug.  16,  1864;  re-enl. 

Feb.  21,  1865 ;  served  to  the  end  of  the  war. 
George  Kent,  Corp.,  enl.  Aug.  16,  1861 ;  re-enl.  and  served  to  the  end  of 

the  war. 
Marcus  Moyer,  Corp.,  enl.  Aug.  15, 1861 ;  disch.  Aug.  16, 1864,  at  Prince 

George  Court-House,  Va.,  having  served  an  enlistment  of  three 

years. 
Merrit  A.  Brown,  bugler,  enl.  Aug.  15,  1861 ;  disch.  Oct.  15,  1862,  at 

Philadelphia,  Pa.,  on  account  of  disability. 
Alexander  Campsie,  bugler,  enl.  Aug.  15, 1861 ;  re-enl.  and  served  to 

the  end  of  the  war. 
John  Guth,  blacksmith,  enl,  Aug.  16. 1861 ;  re-enl.  and  served  to  the 

end  of  the  war. 

Piivales. 

Reuben  Arner,  enl.  Feb.  29, 1864 ;  served  to  the  end  of  the  war. 
Charles  Bobst,  enl.  Jan.  3, 1865  ;  served  until  disbandment  of  company. 
Martin  Bloss,  enl.  Aug.  15,  1861. 
George  W.  Bartholomew,  enl.  Feb.  16, 1864;  served  to  the  end  of  the 

war. 
Charles  W.  Brown,  enl.  Feb.  2(1,  1866;  served  to  the  end  of  the  war. 
Jacob  Banks,  enl.  Feb.  20,  1865  ;  served  to  the  end  of  the  war. 
Miller  H.  Brown,  enl  Aug.  15, 1861. 
William  J.  Boyd,  enl.  Aug.  15, 1861 ;  disch.  at  Harrisburg  Aug.  16,1864, 

having  served  three  years. 
Daniel  Bloss,  enlisted  Aug.  15.  1861 ;  disch.  May  1, 1862,  at  Falmouth, 

"Va.,  on  account  of  disability. 
Tilghman  Blakely,  enl.  Feb.  8, 1864  ;  trans,  to  Army  of  the  West  Dec. 

29, 1864,  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 


Joseph  C.  H.  Conner,  enl.  Aug.  16, 1861 ;  re-enl.  and  served  to  the  end  of 
the  war. 

Thomas  Connor,  enl.  Aug.  16,1861. 

Wilfred  Connei',  enl.  Feb.  29,1864;  served  to  the  end  of  the  war. 

Michael  Cocklin,  enl.  Aug.  16, 1801. 

Stephen  Condon,  enl.  Aug.  20, 1864;  served  to  the  eud  of  the  war. 

Robert  Crawford,  enl.  April  26,  1864 ;  served  to  the  end  of  the  war. 

Simon  Dreisbach,  enl.  Aug.  16, 1861 ;  disch.  at  Washington  Oct.  29, 1863, 
on  account  of  disability. 

Joseph  Drumbore,  enl.  Feb.  16, 1864  ;  served  to  the  end  of  the  war. 

James  Davis,  enl.  Feb.  16, 1864 ;  served  to  the  end  of  the  war. 

Hugh  Dugan,  enl.  April  26,  1804  ;  served  to  the  end  of  the  war. 

Richard  Edwards,  enl.  Aug.  16, 1801;  disch.  Aug.  16, 1801,  at  Philadel- 
phia, having  served  three  years. 

Thomas  Edwards,  enl.  Aug.  15,  1864;  disch.  Aug.  15,1804,  at  Prince 
George  Court-House,  Va.,  having  served  three  years. 

John  Erwin,  enl.  Aug.  15,  1801 ;  re-enl.  and  served  to  end  of  war. 

Edward  Edwards,  enl.  Aug,  20,  1864;  served  to  end  of  the  war, 

Natlian  Fritz,  enl.  Aug.  16, 1861 ;  disch.  Aug.  16, 1864,  at  Philadelphia, 
Pa.,  having  served  three  years. 

John  Fidler,  enl.  Aug.  16, 1861;  re-enl.  and  served  to  end  of  the  war, 

Jacob  File,  enl.  Aug,  16, 1861, 

Constantine  Furtwangler,  enl,  Feb,  16, 1805;  served  until  disbandment 
of  company, 

Nicholas  Garvey,  enl,  Aug,  16,  1861;  disch,  Aug.  15,  1864,  at  Prince 
George  Court-House,  Va.,  having  served  three  years. 

Condy  Gallagher,  enl.  Aug.  15, 1861 ;  disch.  Oct.  22, 1864,  near  Peters- 
burg, Va.,  having  served  three  years. 

Edwin  Gurlynn,  enl.  Aug.  16, 1864;  served  to  the  end  of  the  war. 

William  A.  Graver,  enl.  Feb.  15, 1 806  ;  served  until  disbandment  of  com- 
pany. 

Andrew  Graver,  enl.  Feb.  15,  1S65;  served  until  disbandment  of  com- 
pany. 

George  Haren,  enl.  Sept,  1, 1864  ;  served  to  the  end  of  the  war, 

Alfred  Hoffman,  enl,  Feb.  16,  1865  ;  served  to  the  end  of  the  war, 

Joseph  Hand,  enl,  Aug.  16,  1861. 

William  T.  Hess,  enl.  Aug.  15, 1861. 

John  Isley,  enl.  Aug.  15, 1861;  re-enl.  and  served  to  the  end  of  war. 

John  Jeffries,  enl.  Sept.  1, 1864  ;  served  to  the  end  of  the  war. 

Abraham  Kettra,  enl.  Sept.  8, 1864 ;  served  to  the  end  of  the  war. 

Jacob  Katzmoyer,  enl.  Sept.  8, 1864 ;  served  to  the  end  of  the  war. 

William  F.  Klotz,  enl.  Feb.  15,  1865  ;  served  until  disbandment  of  com- 
pany. 

Daniel  Knerr,  enl.  Feb.  20, 1865  ;  served  to  the  end  of  war, 

William  Kain,  Sr,,  enl.  Aug,  16, 1861;  disch,  Oct,  20, 1862,  disability, 

Francis  Xavier  Kopf,  enl.  Aug.  16, 1861 ;  disch.  Aug.  16, 1864,  at  Prince 
George  Court-House,  Va.,  having  served  three  years. 

Charles  Keck,  enl.  Sept.  29, 1862 ;  trans,  to  Vet.  Res.  Corps,  October,  1863. 

John  Leslie,  enl.  Feb.  17, 1866 ;  served  until  disbandment  of  company. 

John  J.  Lewis,  enl.  Sept.  1,  1864;  served  to  the  end  of  the  war. 

Alfred  Larish,  enl.  Feb.  20,  1865  ;  served  to  the  end  of  the  war. 

Reuben  Moyer,  enl.  Aug.  15, 1801 ;  disch.  March  1, 1802,  for  disability. 

Robert  McLaughlin,  enl.  Aug.  16, 1861. 

James  Moore,  enl.  Sept.  8, 1864;  served  to  the  end  of  the  war. 

Patrick  Moore,  enl.  Aug.  10, 1864;  served  to  the  end  of  the  war. 

Henry  Miller,  enl.  March  16,  1863;  served  to  the  end  of  the  war. 

Gottlieb  Moyer,  enl.  Aug,  16, 1861, 

George  Miller,  enl.  Aug.  16, 1861. 

Archibald  McMichael,  enl.  Aug.  16, 1861 ;  re-enl.  and  served  to  the  end 
of  the  war. 

Alexander  McClean,  enl.  April  26, 1864 ;  served  to  the  end  of  the  war. 

John  McHugh,  enl.  Aug.  16, 1864 ;  served  to  the  end  of  the  war. 

Thomas  McKeever,  enl.  Sept.  8,  1864;  served  to  the  end  of  the  war; 
served  three  years  in  the  5th  Regiment  (Loyal)  Virginia  Cavalry 
previously. 

Joseph  McLaughlin,  enl.  Sept,  8, 1864  ;  served  to  the  end  of  the  war, 

Daniel  McVay,  enl.  Fob,  17, 1866;  served  until  disbandment  of  company. 

John  McCarren,  enl.  Aug  15,  1861. 

James  McLaughlin,  enl.  Aug.  16, 1861. 

John  Meyer,  enl.  Aug.  15, 1816 ;  trans,  to  Co.  B,  11th  Pennsylvania  Cav- 
alry, Aug.  24, 1801. 

Martzell  Nafts,  enl.  Aug.  16, 1861 ;  re-enl.  and  served  to  the  end  of  the 
war. 

William  Oswald,  enl.  Aug.  15,  1861 ;  disch.  Aug.  15,  1864,  at  Prince 
George  Court-House,  Va.,  having  served  three  years, 

Condy  O'Brien,  enl,  Feb,  17,  1865;  served  until  disbandment  of  com- 
pany. 
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Charles  A.  Patterson,  enl.  Aug.  15, 1861 ;  disoh.  Jan.  1, 1862 ;  disability. 
Samuel  Powell,  enl.  Feb.  16, 1864: ;  served  to  the  end  of  the  war. 
Thomas  Richards,  ITeb.  16, 1864 ;  served  to  the  end  of  the  war. 
Jonathan  Richards,  enl.  Feb.  16, 1864  ;  served  to  the  end  of  the  war. 
William  Stermer,  enl.  Aug.  16,  1861 ;  disch.  Aug.  16,  1864,  at  Prince 

George  Conrt-House,  Va.,  having  served  three  years. 
David  Stabler,  enl.  Aug.  16, 1861. 
John  Shultz,  enl.  Aug.  15,  1861. 
■William  Smith,  enl.  Aug.  15, 1861. 

■William  W.  Thomas,  enl.  Aug.  20, 1864 ;  served  to  the  end  of  the  war. 
David  C.  Thomas,  enl.  Sept.,  1864;  disch.  May  20,  1866,  on   account 

of  wounds  received  in  action. 
Richard  Tiful,  enl.  Aug.  16,  1861. 
John  W.  Welsh,  enl.  Aug:  16,  1861 ;  disch.  Feb.  8,  1865,  on  account  of 

wounds  received  in  action. 
Peter  Wertz,  eul.  Aug.  16,  1861;  re-enl.  and  served  to  the  end  of  the 

war. 
John  Weaver,  enl.  Sept.  8,  1864. 
Benjamin  S.  Younker,  enl.  Aug.  15, 1861  ;  trans,  to  "Vet.  Res.  Corps  Dec. 

15, 1864. 
Stephen  Ziegenfuss,  enl.  Sept.  29, 1862;  re-enl.  and  served  to  the  end  of 

the  war. 

Silted. 
Hess,  William  T,,  enl.  Aug.  15, 1861 ;  killed  at  Gravel  Hill  Farm,  ^Va., 

Aug.  16, 1864  ;  Parryville. 
Brown,  Miller  H.,  enl.  Aug.  15, 1861 ;  killed  at  Fredericksburg,  'Va.,  Dec. 

13. 1862,  while  carrying  dispatches  to  Gen.  Hooker;  Summit  Hill. 
Cochlin,  Michael,  enl.  Aug.  16, 1861 ;  killed  Sept.  13, 1863,  at  Culpeper, 

■Va. ;  Summit  Hill. 
File,  Jacob,  enl.  Aug.  15,  1861;  killed  June  21,  1864,  at  St.  Mary's 

Church,  Va.;  Mauch  Chunk. 
Miller,  George,  enl.  Aug,  15,  1861;  killed  May  13,  1863,  at  Dumfries, 

■Va. ;  Summit  Hill. 
Weaver,  John,  enl.  Sept.  8, 1864;  killed  Feb.  6, 1866,  at  Hatcher's  Run, 

■Va. ;  Summit  Hill. 
Conner,  Thomas,  enl.  Aug.  16, 1861 ;  died  May  19, 1863,  at  Kelley's  Ford, 

of  wounds  received  in  actiou  ;  Weissport. 

Died. 
Walton,  Alfred,  1st  sergt.,  enl.  Aug.  15, 1861 ;  died  in  rebel  prison  at  An- 
dersonville,  Ga.,  Aug.  31,  1864;  captured  at  Sulphur  Springs  Oct. 

12. 1863. 

McLaughlin,  James,  enl.  Aug.  16, 1861 ;  died  in  rebel  prison  at  Ander- 
sonville,  Ga.,  Aug.  20, 1864;  captured  at  Sulphur  Springs  Oct.  12, 
1863. 

Meyer,  Gotleib,  enl.  Aug.  16, 1861 ;  died  in  rebel  prison  at  Andersonville, 
Ga.,  July  30, 1864 ;  captured  at  Sulphur  Springs  Oct.  12, 1863. 

McCarreu,  John,  enl.  Aug.  15,1861 ;  died  in  rebel  prison  at  Anderson- 
ville, Ga.,  July  28, 1864;  captured  at  Sulphur  Springs  Oct.  12,1863. 

Stabler,  David,  enl.  Aug.  16,1861;  died  in  rebel  prison  at  Andersonville, 
Ga.,  Aug.  25,  1864 ;  captured  at  Sulphur  Springs  Oct.  12,  1863. 

Smith,  William,  enl.  Aug.  16, 1861;  died  in  rebel  prison  at  Anderson- 
ville, Ga.,  July  16,  1864;  captured  at  Sulphur  Springs  Oct.  12,  1863. 

Shnltz,  John,  enl.  Aug.  15,  1861 ;  died  in  rebel  prison  at  Andersonville, 
Ga.,  July  30, 1864 ;  captured  at  Sulphur  Springs  Oct.  12,  1863. 

Tiful,"Bichard,  enl.  Aug.  15, 1861 ;  died  April  30, 1863,  at  Dumfries,  Va. 

Bloss,  Martin,  enl.  Aug.  15,  1861 ;  died  Dec.  7, 1862,  at  Weissport,  Pa., 
while  at  home  on  furlough. 

Hand,  Joseph,  enl.  Aug.  15,  1861 ;  re-enl.  and  died  at  Parryville,  Pa., 
April  3, 1864,  while  on  veteran  furlough. 

Fifty-third  Regiment.— A  large  part  of  Company 
E,  of  this  regiment,  was  from  Carbon  County.  This 
was  a  three-years'  regiment,  the  men  being  mustered 
in  in  September,  1861,  and  many  of  them  re-enlisting 
and  not  being  mugtered  out  until  the  discharge  of  the 
regiment  at  the  close  of  the  war. 

Company  E. 

(Mustered  in  September,  1861  ;  mustered  out  June  30,  1865.) 

John  Shields,  capt.,  com.  1st  lieut.  September,  1861  ;   pro.  to   capt. 

Feb.  23,1863;  disch.  on  account  of  wounds  March  13, 1864. 
Robert  Tate,  1st  sergt. 

James  Hutchinson,  sergt.,  onl.  October,  1861 ;  re-enl.  and  trans,  to 
Vet.  Res.  Corps  In  March,  1864 ;  served  to  the  end  of  the  war. 


Patrick  Collins,  sergt.,  re-enl.  in  1863, 

Daniel  McGinley,  corp. 

P.  F.  Gildea,  Corp.,  trans,  to  the  1st  U.  S.  Cavalry  October,  1862. 

John  McClelland,  re-enl.  and  served  to  the  end  of  the  war. 

Privates. 
Douglas  E,  Boyle,  disch.  in  1862  ;  re-enl.  in  202d  Regiment  in  1864; 

served  to  the  end  of  the  war. 
Robert  Beaty. 

James  Collins,  trans,  to  1st  U.  S.  Cavalry  October,  1862. 
Patrick  Conoghan. 

Job  Davis,  disch.  on  account  of  disability  in  1863. 
Peter  Doyle. 

Condy  Elliott,  re-enl.  and  served  to  the  end  of  the  war. 
James  Fitzgerald. 

Peter  Gill,  disch,  on  account  of  disability. 
Michael  Heenan. 

John  J.  Meighan,  trans,  to  let  U.  S,  Cavalry  in  1862 , 
Patrick  McLaughlin,  re-enl.  and  served  to  the  end  of  the  war. 
John  O'Donnell,  trans,  to  the  1st  U.  S.  Cavalry  in  October,  1862. 

KUled. 

Daniel  McGinley,  Corp.,  enl.  in  September,  1861;  killed  in  the  battle  of 
Fredericksburg  Dec.  13, 1861. 

Doyle,  Peter,  enl.  in  September,  1861 ;  killed  in  the  battle  of  Fredericks- 
burg Dec.  13,  1862. 

Heeban,  Michael,  enl.  in  September,  1861 ;  killed  in  the  battle  of  Fred- 
ericksburg Dec.  13,  1862. 

Died. 

Beaty,  Robert,  enl.  in  September,  1861 ;  died  in  hospital  at  New  York 
March,  1863. 

Conaghan,  Patrick,  enl,  in  September,  1861  ;  died  in  hospital  at  Wash- 
ington, D,  C,  March  10,  1862. 

Fitzgerald,  James,  enl.  in  September,  1861 ;  died  in  hospital  at  Washing- 
ton, D.  C,  March  10,  1862. 
[Privates  Andrew  Conaghan,  Dennis  Brislin,  and  Patrick  Hanlin, 

members  of  this  company,  were  transferred  to  Company  P,  "Bucktail" 

Regiment,  where  their  record  is  given.    They  were  all  killed.] 

Eleventh  Regiment  Pennsylvania  Cavalry.— A 

considerable  part  of  Company  H,  in  this  three-years' 
regiment,  was  composed  of  Carbon  County  men. 
Following  is  the  roster : 

Company  H. 

Anthony  Beers,  capt.,  enl.  Sept.  24, 1861 ;  re-enl.  Jan.  1, 1864  ;  pro.  from 
private  to  corp.  Dec.  17, 1861 ;  to  sergt.  July  17, 1862  ;  to  let  sergt. 
July  1, 1863;  to  2d  lieut.  June  14,  lSi;4;  to  capt.  Feb.  13, 1866;  pa- 
roled Feb.  22, 1865;  served  to  the  end  of  the  war. 

Bmery  West,  Ist  lieut.,  enl.  Sept,  24, 1861 ;  pro,  fiom  private  to  1st  sergt. 
July  17,  1862;  to  2d  lieut.  July  1, 1863;  to  1st  lieut.  Jan.  14, 1864; 
must,  out  Oct.  18,  1864. 

Philip  B.  Moore,  Ist  lieut,,  enl,  Aug,  4, 1861 ;  re-enl,  Nov.  14, 1863 ;  pro. 
to  sergt.  March  2S,  1864;  2d  lieut.  Ocl,  18,  1S64 ;  Ist  lieut.  April  1, 
1865;  served  to  the  end  of  the  war. 

Simeon  Albee,  2d  lieut,,  enl.  Sept,  24,  1861;  re-enl.  Nov.  18,  1863;  pro. 
to  corp,  Aug,  28,1864;  to  sergt.  Sept.  9, 1S64;  to  1st  sergt.  Feb,  1, 
1866  ;  2d  lieut.  April  1, 1865  ;  served  to  the  end  of  the  war. 

.Curtis  P.  Sisty,  let  sergt.,  enl,  Aug,  17, 1861 ;  re-enl.  Jan.  1, 1864. 

John  Brighton,  sergt.,  enl.  Sept.  24, 1861 ;  re-enl.  Nov.  13,  1863;  pro.  to 
corp.  March  28,  1864;  to  sergt,  Aug,  28,  1864;  disch.  Aug.  13, 1866, 
from  United  States  Hospital. 

John  Bean,  Corp.,  enl.  Sept.  23, 1861 ;  re-enl.  Jan.  1, 1864. 

Coursou  West,  corp.,  enl.  Aug.  4,  1861. 

Privates. 
Daniel  Bean,  onl.  Sept,  24, 1861, 

William  Christman,  enl.  March  22, 1864;  served  to  the  end  of  the  war. 
Ephraim  Frabel,  enl.  March  22,  1864  ;  served  to  the  end  of  the  war. 
Anthony  Hall,  enl.  Aug.  4, 1861 ;  re-enl.  Jan.  1, 1864  ;  served  to  the  end 

of  the  war. 
Philip  G.  Henning,  enl.  Sept.  24, 1861. 

William  Koons,  eul,  Sept.  24, 1861 ;  disch.  Jan,  29,1862,  for  disability. 
William  Keifer,  enl.  Sept,  9, 1861. 

George  Rose,  enl.  March  8, 1864  ;'  served  to  the  end  of  the  war. 
Christian  Sandherr,  enl.  Dec.  19, 1863 ;  served  to  the  end  of  the  war. 
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James  G.  Seagreaves,  euL  Sept.  9, 1861  ;  disch.  July  28,  1862,  for  dis- 
ability. 
George  H,  "WiUiams,  enl.  Sept.  24, 18G1 ;  dlsch.  at  the  end  of  tlie  war. 
Samuel  Wilvert,  enl.  Sept.  9, 1861. 

Killed  and  Died. 
Curtis  F.  Slaty,  Ist  aergt.,  enl.  Aug.  17, 1861;  re-enl.  Jan.  1, 1864;  died 

while  on  furlough,  at  his  home  in  Nesquehoniog,  Jan.  28, 1865. 
John  Bean,  corp.,  enl.  Sept.  23, 1861 ;  re-enl.  Jan.  1, 1864 ;  was  killed  by 

giierrlllaa,  near  Smithfield,  Va.,  Feb.  13, 1865. 
Coursen  Weat,  corp.,  enl.  Aug.  4, 1861 ;  mortally  wounded  by  guerrillas, 

Aug.  31, 1862  ;  died  Sept.  18, 1862  ;  this  man  was  wounded  while 

making  a  daring  reconnoissance  of  the  enemy's  position  at  Black 

River. 

Company  A, 

Edward  Warner,  enl.  18G4;  served  to  the  end  of  the  war. 

Company  K. 
Henry  Martin,  enl.  1864  ;  served  to  the  end  of  the  war. 
W.  S.  Walter,  enl.  1SG4  ;  served  to  the  end  of  the  war. 

Anderson  Cavalry. 
Jesse  Jenkins,  Benjamin  Taylor,  Josiah  Warg. 

Seventy-fifth  Regiment.— There  were  a  few  men 
from  Carbon  in  this  regiment,  as  follows  : 

William  J.  Briggs,  1st  lient.,  enl.  Aug.  20, 1861 ;  pro.  sergt.  Sept.  1, 1861 ; 
to  1st  sergt.  June  S,  1862;  to  2d  lient.  Sept.  15, 1863;  acting  adju- 
tant to  the  end  of  the  war, 

William  McCree,  sergt.,  enl.  February,  1864;  pro.  sergt.  Aug.  20, 1864; 
served  to  the  end  of  the  war. 

Armbruster,  Faldine,  enl.  February,  1864;  served  to  the  end  of  the  war. 

Beck,  John,  enl.  February,  1864 ;  served  to  the  end  of  the  war, 

Ehman,  Fritz,  enl.  February,  1864;  served  to  the  end  of  the  war. 

Fetch,  John,  enl.  February,  1804;  served  to  the  end  of  the  war. 

Free,  Harts,  enl.  February,  1864  :  served  to  the  end  of  the  war. 

Shetzline,  John,  enl.  February,  1864;  served  to  the  end  of  the  war. 

Smith,  Andrew,  enl.  November,  1861 ;  re-enlisted;  wounded  at  Gettys- 
burg July  1 ,  1863 ;  served  to  the  end  of  the  war. 

Eighty-first  Regiment  (Three- Years'  Men).— 
Companies  G,  H,  I,  and  K  of  this  regiment  were 
from  Carbon  County.  The  regiment  was  recruited 
by  Eli  T.  Conner,  afterwards  its  lieutenant-colonel, 
and  James  Miller,  who  became  colonel.  Col.  Conner, 
who  had  served  in  the  three-months'  service  as  captain 
of  a  company  in  the  Sixth  Eegiment,  recruited  three 
full  companies  of  the  best  young  men  in  the  county 
in  twenty-four  hours. 

Field  and  Staff. 
James  Miller,  col.,  com.  Aug,  8, 1861. 
Eli  T.  Conner,  lieut.-col.,  com.  maj.  Oct.  1, 1861 ;  pro.  to  lieut.-col.  June 

1, 1862. 
Thomas  McNeish,  maj.,  com.  Ist  lieut.,  Co.  I,  Oct.  15, 1861;  trans,  to  the 

West  and'pro.  to  maj.  on  staff  duty. 
Samuel  Shurlock,  capt.,  enl.  as  sergt.-maj.  August,  1861;  pro.  to  capt., 

Co.  D,  Dec.  9, 1861. 
John  Brelsford,  lieut.,  com.  1st  lieut.  and  q.-m.  May  16, 1862 ;  res.  in  1863. 
Amos  Stroh,  lieut.-col.,  com.  capt.  Sept.  16, 1861;  pro.  to  lieut.-col.  April 

17, 1863 ;  resigned. 

Company  G. 
(Mustered  in  Sept.  16,  1861 ;  mustered  out  June  29,  1865.) 
John  W.  Pryor,  capt.,  com.  1st  lieut.  Sept.  16, 1861 ;  pro.  to  capt.  of  Co. 

D  Feb.  28,  1863;  res.  on  account  of  wounds  in  1864;  served  also 

during  the  Mexican  war. 
Newton  Bieher,  capt.,  enl.  as  1st  sergt.  in  1861 ;  pro.  to  2d  lieut.  Jan.  1, 

1862;  to  Ist  lieut.,  Co.  F,  Feb.  1, 1863;  to  capt.,  Co,  C,  Feb.  1, 1863 ; 

disch.  Aug.  24, 1863. 
John  Patton,  capt.,  pro.  to  2d  lieut.  Feb.  1, 1863;  to  1st  lieut.  Feb.  28, 

1863 ;  to  capt.  in  1864 ;  disch.  in  1864. 
Nathan  F.  Marsh,  capt.,  re-enl.  in  1864 ;  pro.  to  capt.  of  Co.  I,  Jan.  7, 1865 ; 

served  to  the  end  of  the  war. 
John  Bond,  capt.,  re-enl.  in  1863  ;  pro.  to  capt.  of  Co,  B, 


Aquilla  J,  Marsh,  Ist  lieut,,  com.  2d  lieut.  Sept.  16,  1861 ;  pro.  to  Ist 

lieut.,  Co.  A,  Jan   1, 1862  ;  resigned  in  1863. 
Lebo  Winters,  Ist  lieut.,  pro.  from  sergt.  to  2d  lieut.  Feb.  28, 1863 ;  pro. 

to  Ist  lieut ,  and  served  to  the  end  of  the  war. 
Samuel  Peters,  2d  lieut.,  re-enl,  and  pro.  to  2d  lieut. 
Peter  McGee,  lieut.,  re-enl.  and  pro.  to  lieut.  of  Co.  A  in  1864, 

Privates. 
William  Adams,  enl.  in  1864 ;  served  to  the  end  of  the  war. 
Jeremiah  Ashback.  George  Ackerman. 

George  T.  Bond,  discharged. 
Lewis  Brunner. 
John  Brunner,  discharged. 

Griffith  Bachman,  disch.  on  account  of  disability. 
Daniel  Bachman,  diach.  on  account  of  wounds  in  October,  1862. 
Benjamin  Bachman,  disch.  on  account  of  disability  in  May,  1863. 
William  Brittiam.  Conrad  Baker. 

John  Billinsby,  trans,  to  U.  S.  Art. 
George  W.  Brelsford,  disch.  on  account  of  his  wounds. 
Henry  Bulkley. 

Franklin  Bowman,  disch.  May,  1863. 
Charles  Becker. 
Samuel  Campbell,  discharged. 
Josiah  Connelly,  trans,  to  U.  S.  Art. 
Oliver  Crilley,  discharged. 

Obediah  Derr.  William  Davis. 

Nathan  H.  Dorney.  Henry  Doak. 

James  Edgar,  enl.  in  1862  ;  disch.  on  account  of  his  wounds. 
Peter  S.  Egge. 

William  Eberts,  enl.  in  1864  ;  served  to  the  end  of  the  war. 
Miles  J.  Frey.  Amon  Fritz. 

Stephen  Fenstermacher.  Jacob  Ginder. 

Marshall  Fields. 

Henry  Goodman,  disch.  October,  1862. 
William  E.  Glace,  trans,  to  U.  S.  Art.  in  1862. 
George  Geary,  enl.  in  1864;  served  to  the  end  of  the  war. 
Jonathan  H.  Gombert,  discharged. 
Francis  Gallagher. 

Patrick  Gallagher,  enl.  in  1864  ;  served  to  the  end  of  the  war. 
Alfred  Gaumer,  trans,  to  U.  S.  Art.  in  1862. 
Douglas  Geddes.  Dennis  Gallagher. 

William  Gombert. 
Frank  Gaumer,  enl.  in  1864, 
John  Gormerly. 
John  Horn,  disch.  in  1862,  on  account  of  disability;  re-enl.  in  the  201st 

Regt.  in  February,  1865,  and  served  to  the  end  of  the  war. 
Samuel  Hawk,  enl.  Sept.  6, 1861 ;  disch.  Dec.  23, 1862 ;  re-enlisted. 
Jacob  A.  Hollinger. 

George  Hollinger,  Jr.,  served  to  the  end  of  the  war. 
James  F.  Howard.  AmonHontz. 

Moses  Hontz. 

Charles  Hontz,  enl.  in  1864;  served  to  the  end  of  the  war. 
Condy  Haggerty. 

James  Hammon,  disch.  from  hospital. 

Charles  Hanning.  * 

John  Haupt,  enl.  In  1864. 

Benjamin  F.Keller.  Francis  W.  Kuebler. 

John  Kiahbach.  John  Kuebler. 

Wallace  Kramer,  enl.  in  1863  ;  served  to  the  end  of  the  war. 
Michael  Kirby,  trans,  to  U.  S.  Artillery  in  1862. 
John  Koontz. 
Francis  Klotz,  enl.  in  1864, 
William  Line. 

Alfred  Lovejoy,  disch.  on  account  of  disability  in  1862. 
Charles  Longkammer.  William  Lomison. 

William  Miller. 

William  McMeal,  trans,  to  U.  S.  Artillery. 
Henry  McGinley. 

Alexander  Miller,  enl.  in  1864;  served  to  the  end  of  the  war. 
George  Mcintosh,  trans,  to  Vet.  Kes.  Corps ;  served  to  the  end  of  the 

war. 
Daniel  Miller,  enl.  in  1864;  served  to  the  end  of  the  war; 
William  Marsden,  discb.  in  hospital,  October,  1862. 
Isaac  McLean,  re-enl.  in  1864,  and  served  to  the  end  of  the  war. 
Andrew  Meaghan,  disch.  on  account  of  disability, 
William  Martin. 
Michael  McGowan,  trans,  to  U.  S.  Artillery. 
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William  Medler. 
Lewis  Moyer. 
William  Mullen. 
William  Muckler. 


John  E.  MearB. 

William  Meckes. 

James  McGoweu, 

John  Moore. 

John  McClellan. 

Dennis  Nothstein,  enl.  in  1864;  served  to  the  end  of  the  war. 

John  Newton. 

William  Nothstein,  enl.  in  1864. 

Barney  O'Donnell,  Alfred  Overholser. 

Lewis  Oxrider.  Lewis  Pryor. 

Abraham  Rough. 

Nathan  Reinsmith,  enl.  in  1864;  served  to  end  of  the  war. 

Oharlea  Rotbrock. 

Masses  Root,  enl.  in  1864;  served  to  the  end  of  the  war. 

Reuben  Reinsmith. 

Albert  Shive,  enl.  in  1864 ;  served  to  the  end  of  the  war. 

Frank  Strittmaker,  re-enl.  and  served  to  the  end  of  the  war. 

Steinupe.  John  G.  Satorious. 

Monroe  Smith. 

Samuel  Shaeffer,  discharged. 

Andrew  Spinner.  John  Stein. 

Peter  Smith,'  discharged. 

Samuel  Shive,  enl.  in  1864. 

Paul  SolUnger,  enl.  in  1864. 

John  Thompson,  trans,  to  Vet.  Res.  Corps;  served  to  the  end  of  the  war. 

Burton  N.  Tubbs.  William  Williams. 

Samuel  West.  Samuel  Winterstein. 

John  Wallace,  re-enl.  la  the  9l8t  Regt.,  P.  V. 

John  Wisaner,  discharged. 

Joseph  Wollioger.  George  Weat. 

John  Weat,  enl.  in  1862;  served  to  the  end  of  the  war, 

Henry  Zellner,  disch.  on  account  of  disability. 

Killed  and  Died  of  Wounds. 
John  Bond,capt.,  enl.  in  1861 ;  re-eol.  in  1863;  pro.  to  capt.  of  Co.  B  ; 

killed  in  battle  at  Farmville  April  7, 1805. 
Samuel  Peters,  lieut.,  enl.  in  1861 ;  re-enl.  and  pro.  to  2d  lieut. ;  killed 

in  battle  June  17, 1864,  in  front  of  Petersburg. 
Peter  McGee,  lieut.,  enl.  in  1861 ;  re-enl.  and  pro.  to  lieut.  of  Co.  A  in 

1864  ;  killed  at  the  battle  of  Ream's  Station  in  1864. 
Ackerman,  George,  enl.  in  1861 ;  killed  at  the  battle  of  Antietam  Sept. 

17, 1862. 
Ege,  Peter  S.,  enl.  in  1861 ;  killed  in  battle  of  Fredericksburg  Dec.  13, 

1862. 
Geddee,  Douglas,  enl.  in  1861 ;  mortally  wounded  at  the  battle  of  Allen's 

Farm  June  30, 1862;  died  in  Libby  Prison. 
Gombert,  William,  onl.  in  1861;  killed  at  the  battle  of  Fair  Oaks  June 

1, 1862. 
Gallagher,  Dennis,  enl.  in  1861;  killed  in  battle  of  Antietam  Sept.  17, 

1862. 
Gaumer,  Frank,  enl.  in  1864;  killed  at  the  battle  of  Cold  Harbor  June, 

1864. 
Haupt,  John,  enl.  in  1864 ;  killed  at  the  battle  of  Spottsylvania  May  12, 

1864. 
Klotz„Francie,  enl.  in  1864;  killed  at  the  battle  of  Spottsylvania  May 

12,1864. 
Medler,  William,  enl.  in  1861;  killed  at  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg 

Dec.  13, 1862. 
Moyer,  Lewis,  enl.  in  1861;  wounded  at  Malvern  Hill  June  30,1862; 

killed  at  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg  Dec.  13, 1862. 
Mullen,  William,  enl.  in  1861;  wounded  at  Fair  Oaks  June  1,1862;  killed 

in  battle  of  Antietam  Sept.  17, 1862. 
Muckler,  William,  enl.  in  1861 ;  mortally  wounded  in  battle  of  Fred- 
ericksburg Dec.  13, 1862  ;  died  in  hospital. 
Nothstein,  William,  enl.  in  1864;  killed  in  battle  at  Spottsylvania  May 

12,  1864. 
Line,  William,  enl.  in  1861 ;  killed  in  battle  of  Fair  Oaks  Jyne  1,  1862. 

This  is  supposed  to  have  been  the  first  Carbon  County  soldier  killed 

in  the  Rebellion. 
Lomison,  William,  enl.  in  1861;  killed  in  battle  of  Antietam  Sept.  17, 

1862. 
Shive,  Samuel,  enl.  in  1864;  killed  in  battle  of  Spottsylvania  May  12 

1864. 
SoUinger,  Paul,  enl.  in  1864;  killed  iu  battle  of  Spottsylvania  May  12 

1864. 
Tubbs,  Burton  N.,  enl.  in  1861 ;  wounded  at  the  battle  of  Malvern  Hill 

July  1, 1862  ;  died  of  wound  in  rebel  prison  in  Richmond. 


West,  Samtiel,  enl.  in  1861 ;  mortally  wounded  at  Fredericksburg  Dec. 
13, 1862  ;  died  at  Point  Lookout. 

Died. 
Becker,  Charles,  enl.  in  1861 ;  died  July  12, 1862. 
Gormerly,  John,  enl.  in  1861 ;  died  in  1862. 
McClelland,  John,  enl.  in  1861  ;   died  at  Turner's  Hospital  June  20, 

1862. 
Overholser,  Alfred,  enl.  in  1861 ;  died  at  Newport  News  in  1862. 

Company  H. 

(Mustered  in  Aug.  22, 1861 ;  mustered  out  June  29, 1865.) 

Thomas  C.  Harkness,  lieut.-col.,  com.  capt.  Sept.  18, 1861 ;  pro.  to  maj. 

April  17, 1863  ;  to  lieut.-col. ;  resigned. 
John  C.  McLaughlin,  capt.,  com.  Ist  lieut.  Sept.  18,  1861 ;  pro.  to  capt. 

Company  A  Nov.  14,  1862;   honorably  discharged  on   account  of 

wounds  June  12,  1863. 
Thomas  Morton,  capt.,  com.  2d  lieut.  Sept.  18, 1861 ;  pro.  to  let  lieut. 

Nov.  14, 1862  ;  to  capt.  April  17, 1863  ;  resigned  in  1864. 
Thomas  C.  Williams,  enl.  as  Ist  sergt.  Aug.  22,  1861;  pro.  to  2d  lieut, 

Nov.  14,1862;  to  let  lieut.  April  17,1863;  to  capt.  April  21, 1864; 

disch.  on  account  of  his  wounds. 
William  J.  Williams,  1st  lieut.,  enl.  as  sergt. ;  pro.  to  1st  lieut.  April  21, 

1864. 
Stewart  Mcintosh,  lieut.,  re-enl.  and  pro.  to  lieut,  1865,  and  served  to 

the  end  of  the  war. 
Thomas  Gallagher,  re-enl.  and  pro.  to  lieut.  1865  ;  served  to  the  end  of 

the  war. 
Aaron  Henry,  1st  sergeant. 

Privates. 
John  Boyd.  James  Bell. 

Martin  Beltz.  Aaron  Breish. 

Hugh  Blair,  re-enlisted  and  served  to  the  end  of  the  war. 
Patrick  Boyle,  trans,  to  4th  U.  S.  Art.  in  1862;  served  to  the  end  of  the 

war. 
Jiimes  G.  Brookmire,  trans,  to  4th  U.  S.  Art.  in  18G'2, 
William  Brannau,  trans,  to  Invalid  Corps. 
James  Burns,  enl.  Sept.  9, 1861. 
William  Casey. 

Elijah  Cooper,  enl.  Sept.  9, 1861;  trans,  to  Invalid  Corps. 
William  Clemens,  enl.  Sept.  9, 1861. 
John  Clark,  re-enl.  and  served  to  the  end  of  the  war. 
James  Clark,  disch.  on  account  of  his  wounds. 
Patrick  Cokely,  trans,  to  U.  S.  Cav.  Regt. 
James  Cadden. 

Patrick  B.  Coyle,  enl.  March  21, 1862. 
Jeremiah  Delay.  William  Delamour. 

David  E.  Davis,  enl.  March  18, 1862. 
Patrick  Donahoe,  enl.  Sept.  9,1861;  re-enl.  and  served  to  the  end  of  the 

war. 
Daniel  Dunn,  trans,  to  band,  and  disch.  in  1862. 
James  \V.  Eebach. 
Jenkins  Evans,  disch.  in  1863. 
William  Eddie,  enl.  Aug.  9, 1862. 
William  ElHot. 

Owen  Edwards,  enl.  March,  1S62. 
Patrick  Fitzpatrick,  enl.  Sept.  9, 1861. 
Owen  Fisher.  Michael  Fritz. 

Charles  Fritz,  disch.  in  1862,  on  account  of  disability. 
James  Glenni. 

John  Gallagher,  disch.  on  account  of  disability  in  1863. 
Patrick  Gallagher  (let),  re-enl.  and  served  to  the  end  of  the  war. 
Patrick  Gallagher  (2d),  enl.  March  21, 1862;  disch.  Feb.  11, 1863. 
Patrick  Colden,  disch.  March  25, 1863,  on  account  of  wounds. 
Benjamin  Hackett,  trans,  to  the  4th  U.  S.  Art.  1862. 
William  Hewitt,  trans,  to  Vet.  Res.  Corps. 
Edward  Handline,  disch. 
John  Henry,  disch. 
David  Hughes,  disch.  April  15, 1863. 
John  T.  Jones,  disch. 
Charles  W.  Jones,  enl.  Oct.  31, 1861. 
James  King. 

James  Kirk,  disch.  Feb.  26, 1863. 
William  Kissner,  disch.  on  account  of  wounds. 
James  Laughry,  onl.  Sept.  9, 1861. 
Hugh  Laughry,  re-enl.  and  served  to  the  end  of  the  war. 
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John  S.  Lewis,  enl.  Aug.  6, 1862  ;  disch.  on  account  of  disability,  1863, 

James  B.  Murry.  Charles  Murphy. 

Patrick  McLaughliu. 

Robert  Mackey,  discb.  in  1862. 

Thomas  H.  Morgan.  Thomas  T.  Morgan. 

Thomas  Mulhotd,  disch.  on  account  of  wounds. 

Daniel  McLean,  disch.  on  account  of  disability. 

John  McFndden,  enl.  Aug.  6, 1862. 

Buchanan  McMuUen. 

James  Murphy,  disch.  on  account  of  disability. 

Daniel  McCandles,  disch.  on  account  of  disability. 

John  McNiilly,  enl.  Aug.  6,  ISGl ;  disch.  March  31,  1863. 

Charles  Morrison,  trans,  to  4th  U.  S.  Artillery  in  1862. 

William  Nead,  disch.  on  account  of  disability  in  1863. 

David  Powell,  enl.  Aug.  22, 1861. 

Howell  Pugh.  John  Philips. 

John  Parker,  enl.  March  21, 1862. 

John  O'Donnell. 

John  Quigley,  discharged.  William  Quigley. 

Anthony  Ryemiller.  Edward  Reynolds. 

John  Radcliff.  Andrew  Bodgere. 

Thomas  Reese,  trans,  to  Invalid  Corps. 

Austin  Riley.  David  Reese. 

Thomas  Robinson. 

Robert  Roberts,  enl.  Aug.  29,  1862. 

Richard  Swift.  Ernst  Stutz. 

Vivian  Stephens,  disch.  Sept.  29, 1862. 

Alexander  Sneddon,  trans,  to  Invalid  Corps. 

William  T.  Thomas,  disch.  on  account  of  disability. 

Philip  Thomas,  trans,  to  Invalid  Corps. 

John  Vaughn,  enl.  March  18, 1862. 

Hugh  Williamson. 

Christopher  Wall,  disch.  on  account  of  wounds. 

David  Williams.  Emanuel  Zimmerman. 

List  of  Killed  and  Died  of  Wounds. 

Delay,  Jeremiah,  enl.  Aug.  22,1861;  killed  in  battle  of  Charles  City 
Cross-Roads  June  30, 1862. 

Delamour,  William,  enl.  in  1861 ;  killed  at  the  battle  of  Charles  City 
Cross-Roads  June  30, 1862. 

Fisher,  Owen,  mortally  wounded  In  battle  in  front  of  Petersburg,  1864 ; 
died  in  Richmond. 

Fritz,  Michael,  mortally  wounded  at  the  battle  of  Charles  City  Cross- 
Roads  June  30, 1862. 

Glenni,  James,  enl.  August,  1861;  mortally  wounded  at  the  battle  of 
Fredericksburg  Dec.  13, 1862. 

Laugbry,  James,  enl.  Sept.  9,  1861;  mortally  wounded  in  battle  May 
12, 1^64 ;  died  May  18, 1864. 

Murry,  James  B.,  enl.  in  1861;  killed  at  Ream's  Station,  Va.,  Aug.  25, 
1864. 

Murphy,  Charles,  enl.  Aug.  22,  1861 ;  killed  at  the  battle  of  Fredericks- 
burg Dec.  13, 1862. 

McLaughlin,  Patrick,  enl.  Aug.  22, 1861 ;  killed  at  the  battle  of  Charles 
City  Cross-Roads  June  30, 1862. 

O'Donnell,  John,  enl.  Aug.  22, 1861;  killed  at  the  battle  of  Malvern  Hill 
July  1 ,  1862. 

Ryemiller,  Anthony,  enl.  in  1861 ;  killed  in  battle  at  Charles  City  Cross- 
Roads  June  30, 1862. 

Radcliff,  John,  enl.  in  1861;  wounded  on  the  Peninsula  in  1862;  sup- 
posed to  have  been  killed  at  Chancellorsville  May  3, 1863. 

Eeynolds,  Edward,  enl.  in  1861;  wounded  at  Chancellorsville  May  3, 
1863;  mortally  wounded  in  battle  June  12, 1864. 

Rogers,  Andrew,  enl.  in  1861 ;  killed  at  the  battle  of  Charles  City  Cross- 
Roads  June  30, 1862. 

Williamson,  Hugh,  enl.  Aug.  22, 1861 ;  killed  at  the  battle  of  Fredericks- 
burg Dec,  13, 1862. 

Zimmerman,  Emanuel,  enl.  in  1861 ;  killed  at  the  battle  of  Fredericks- 
burg Dec.  13, 1862. 

Died. 

Boyd,  John,  enl.  in  1861 ;  died  in  "  Camp  California"  in  1862. 

Beltz,  Martin,  enl.  in  1861 ;  died  at  Newport  News  in  1862. 

Casey,  William,  enl.  in  1861 ;  died  at  Yorktown  in  1862. 

Davis,  David  E,  enl.  March  18,  1862;  died  near  Falmouth,  Va.,  April 
17, 1863. 

Esbach,  James  W.,  enl.  in  1861 ;  died  in  hospital  at  David's  Island,  New 
York. 


Fitzpatrick,  Patrick,  enl.  Sept.  9, 1861 ;  died  in  front  of  Petersburg  Au- 
gust, 1864. 

King,  James,  enl.  in  1861 ;  taken  prisoner  in  1864  ;  exchanged  and  died 
while  home  on  furlough. 

Swift,  Richard,  enl.  in  1861 ;  died  in  1862. 

Company  I. 

(Mustered  in  Oct.  15, 1861;  mustered  out  June  29, 1865.) 

William  I.  Conner,  capt.,  com.  capt.  Oct.  15, 1861 ;  hon.  disch.  on  account 

of  wounds  April  22, 1863. 
Joseph  Webb,  capt.,  pro.  to  li^tlieut.  of  Co.  A,  81st  Pa,  Vol.;  to  capt.  April 

8,1865  ;  served  to  the  end  of  the  war, 
David  J.  Phillips,  capt.,  enl.  as  sergt.  in  1861;  pro.  to  2d  lieut.  Sept.  1, 

1862 ;  to  Ist  lieut.  and  adjt.  Feb.  1, 1863  ;  to  capt.  April  22, 1863. 
David  H,  Ginder,  capt.,  enl.  as  sergt.  in  1861;    pro,  to  2d  lieut.  Feb.  1, 

1863 ;  to  iHt  lieut.  April  22,  1863  ;  to  capt.  December,  1863. 
Thomas  McNeish,  maj.,  com.  Ist  lieut.  Oct.  18,1861;  trans,  to  the  De- 
partment of  Tennessee,  and  pro.  to  the  rank  of  maj. 
Thomas  C.  Hawk,  Ist  lieut.,  com.  2d  lieut.  Oct,  15, 1861 ;  pro.  1st  lieut. 

April  17,  1862  ;  resigned  Nov.  24,  1862. 
Henry  Paltzgrove,  re-enl.  in  1864;  pro.  to  2d  lieut.  May  13, 1864;  to  Ist 

lieut.  Jan.  7,  1865;  served  to  the  end  of  the  war;  few  soldiers  have 

a  brighter  record. 
Sidney  N.  Hawk,  1st  lieut.,  enl.  as  sergt.  in  1861 ;  pro.  to  2d  lieut.  April 

22,  1863 ;  to  1st  lieut.  and  adjt.  in  1864. 
Hewitt  J.  Abbott,  2d  lieut.,  enl.  as  sergt.  in  1861 ;  pro.  to  2d  lieut.  April 

17, 1862. 
Oliver  R.  Pryor,  sergt.,  re-enl.  in  1864,  and  served  to  the  end  of  the  war. 
William  Moulthorp,  sergt. 

Privates. 
George  Arp,  disch.  on  account  of  disability. 
Benjamin  Arp,  re-enl.  in  1864;  served  honorably  to  end  of  war. 
James  P.  Ackerman. 

John  Burger,  re-enl.  in  1864 ;  served  to  the  end  of  the  war. 
Jacob  Bartholomew,  re-enl.  in  1864;  disch.  on  account  of  disability. 
Edwin  Buck,  enl.  in  1863. 

Owen  Buck.  Theophilus  Buskhart. 

Henry  Corn,  disch.  on  account  of  disability. 
John  Campbell.  John  E.  Durbert. 

George  Conner.  Thomas  Everett. 

Levi  Dreisbach. 

Daniel  Faulkner,  disch.  on  account  of  disability. 
Henry  Fell.  Thomas  Flickinger. 

Peter  Glass,  disch.  on  account  of  disability. 
James  Gillespie,  enl.  in  1862 ;  disch.  on  account  of  wounds. 
William  H.  Hunsicker,  disch.  on  account  of  his  wounds. 
Charles  Hall,  disch.  on  account  of  disability. 

Edward  W.  Hawk,  disch.,  and  subsequently  re-enl.  in  the  183d  Regt. 
Henry  Hoffman,  discb.  on  account  of  disability. 
William  Haines,  re-enl.  in  1864,  and  subsequently  discharged, 
Jacob  Hopple.  James  M.  Horn. 

Manville  Hinkle.  Peter  Haines. 

Daniel  Harris. 

Lewis  Knause,  enl.  in  1862  ;  trans,  to  Invalid  Corps  in  1863. 
Frank  Kresge,  disch.  in  1861. 
Wallace  Kramer. 
Charles  Kenley,  disch.  in  1862. 
Reuben  Kemmerer,  enl.  in  1862;  discharged. 
Jeremiah  F,  Kline,  disch.  on  account  of  disability  in  1863. 
Audelburg  Kupp.  David  Kugler. 

Francis  Leh,  disch.  on  account  of  disability  in  1863. 
Joseph  H.  Long,  disch.  on  account  of  disability. 
Joseph  Laurish.  John  McMaster. 

Lafayette  Lauer. 

Mahlon  Miller,  re-enl.  in  1864;  served  to  the  end  of  the  war. 
Samuel  Metzgar,  re-enl,  in  1864;  served  to  the  end  of  war. 
Thomas  Milham,  disch.  in  1863. 
Juhn  Miller.  Thomas  Nathan. 

Frederick  Owen,  disch.  on  account  of  disability. 
Joseph  M.  Peters,  disch.  on  account  of  wounds. 
Charles  E.  Peters.  Tilghman  Peters. 

William  Koinig,  discharged. 
Henry  Raver.  David  Rader. 

Edwin  Rehrig.  Adam  Rader. 

Charles  E.  Ruch. 
Jacob  Strouse,  enl.  in  1863 ;  served  to  the  end  of  the  war. 
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George  Stamitz,  re-enliated;  disch.  on  account  of  wounds, 

Peter  Swartwood,  disch.  on  account  of  disability  in  1862. 

Henry  Snyder,  re-enlisted,  and  served  to  the  end  of  the  war. 

William  Shannon,  re-enl.  in  18G4,  and  served  to  the  end  of  the  war. 

John  Sterling,  re-enl.,  and  served  to  the  end  of  the  war. 

Frank  Snyder,  re-enl.  in  1864,  and  seryed  to  the  end  of  the  war. 

"William  Swob,  disch.  on  account  of  wounds. 

Joseph  Smith,  disch.  on  account  of  disability. 

Samuel  Smith.  Harrison  Setzer. 

William  Taylor,  disch.  on  account  of  disability. 

Terrance  Timmons,  disch.  on  account  of  wounds. 

George  Unfriet,  disch.  on  account  of  disability  in  1863. 

Lorentz  Walker,  disch.  on  account  of  disability  in  1862. 

John  Wittingham.  Joseph  Whiteman. 

Tsrael  Youse. 

Killed  and  Died  of  Wounds. 
David  J.  Phillips,  capt.,  enl.  as  sergt.  in  1861;  pro.  to  2d  lieut.  Sept.  1, 
1862;  to  1st  lieut.  and  adjt.  Feb.  1,  1863;  to  capt.  April  22,  1863; 
killed  nt  the  battle  of  Mine  Run  Dec.  1863. 
David  H.  Ginder,  capt.,  en],  as  sergt.  in  1861;  pro.  to  2d  lieut,  Feb.  1, 
1863;  to  Ist  lieut.  April  22,  1863;  to  capt,  Dec.  1863;  killed  in  front 
of  Petersburg  June  17, 1864. 
Sidney  N.  Hawk,  1st  lieut.,  enl.  as  sergt.  in  1861 ;  pro.  to  2d  lieut.  April 
22, 1863;  to  1st  lieut.  and  adjt.  in  1864;  killed  at  the  battle  of  Spott- 
sylvania  May  12, 1864. 
Hewitt  J.  Abbott,  2d  lieut.,  enl.  as  sergt.  in  1861 ;  pro.  to  2d  lieut.  April 
17, 1862  ;  killed  at  the  battle  of  Charles  City  Cross-Koada  June  30, 
1862. 
Ackerman,  James  P.,  enl.  in  1861 ;  killed  in  the  battle  of  Charles  City 

Cross-Koads  June  30, 1862. 
Buck,  Edwin,  enl.  in  1863 ;  killed  in  battle  of  Spottsylvania  May  12, 

1864. 
Dreisbach,  Levi,  enl.  in  1861 ;  supposed  to  have  been  killed  in  front  of 

Petersburg  June  16, 1864. 
Flickinger,  Thomas,  enl.  in  1861;  wounded  at  the  battle  of  Charles  City 

Cross-Koads ;  killed  in  the  battle  of  Gettysburg  July  3, 1863. 
Hopple,  Jacob,  enl,  in  1861 ;  mortally  wounded  at  the  battle  of  Charles 

City  Cross-Roads  June  30,1862;  died  in  Richmond, 
Hiukle,  Manville,  enl,  in  1861 ;  mortally  wounded  at  the  battle  of  Fred- 
ericksburg Dec.  13,  1862. 
Harris,  Daniel,  enl,  in  1861 ;  killed  at  the  battle  of  Charles  City  Cross- 

Boads  June  30, 1862. 
Kupp,  Audelburg,  enl,  in  1861 ;  killed  in  battle  in  front  of  Petersburg 

in  1864, 
Miller,  John,  enl,  in  1861 ;  killed  at  the  battle  of  Charles  City  Cross- 
Roads  June  30, 1862, 
Nathan,  Thomas,  enl,  in  1861 ;  killed  at  the  battle  of  Charles  City  Cross- 
Roads  June  30, 1862, 
Peters,  Charles  E,,  eul,  in  1861 ;  killed  at  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg 

Dec,  13, 1862. 
Rader,  David,  enl,  in  1861;  killed  in  the  battle  of  Malvern  Hill  in 

1862, 
Rehrig,  Edwin,  enl,  in  1861 ;  killed  in  battle  of  Chancellorsville  May  3 

1863. 
Smith,  Samuel,  enl,  in  1861 ;  killed  at  the  battle  of  Charles  City  Cross- 
Roads  June  30, 1862, 
Whittingham,  John,  enl.  in  1862  ;  killed  at  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg 
Dec,  13, 1862,  , 

Died  and  Stai-ved  in  Eehel  Prisons. 
Buck,  Owen,  enl,  in  1861 ;  wounded  at  the  battle  of  Antietam  Sept.  17 

1863 ;  died  in  1863. 
Buskhart,  Theophilus,  enl,  in  1861;  died  on  the  Peninsula  in  1862. 
Connor,  George,  enl.  in  1861 ;  died  in  1861. 
Durbert,  John  E.,  enl.  in  1861 ;  disch,  and  died  in  1863, 
Horn,  James  M.,  enl.  in  1861;  wounded  in  the  battle  of  Charles  City 

Cross-Roads;  wounded  and  taken  prisoner  at  Ream's  Station  Aug. 

26,1864;  died  in  Andersonville  prison  on  the  11th  of  February  1866. 
Hains,  Peter,  enl.  in  1861 ;  died  in  1862, 
Kugler,  David,  enl,  in  1861 ;  died  in  1862, 
Laurieh,  Joseph,  anl,  in  1861 ;  died  in  1862, 
Lauor,  Lafayette,  enl,  in  1861  ;  taken  prisoner  at  Ream's  Station  Aug. 

25, 1864;  died  in  Andersonville  prison  Jan,  27, 1866, 
Peters,  Tilghman,  enl,  in  1861;  died  in  1862, 
Rader,  Adam,  enl.  in  1861 ;  died  in  1862. 
Ruch,  Charles  B,,  enl,  in  1861 ;  taken  prisoner  at  Ream's  Station  Aug, 

25, 1864 ;  died  at  Andersonville  Jan,  17, 1865. 


Setzer,  Harnson,  enl,  in  1861 ;  died  in  1862  at  Alexandria,  Va, 
Whiteman,  Joseph,  enl,  in  1862;  died  in  March,  1863, 

Company  K, 

(Mustered  in  Oct,  27, 1861;  mustered  out  June  29, 1864.) 

William  Belford,  lieut.,  com.  2d  lieut.  Oct,  27,  1861;  disch,  March  3, 

1863. 
Washington  Setzer,  lieut,,  enl,  as  a  private  soldier  in  1861;  re-enl,  and 

pro,  to  lieut,  Jan,  7,  1866  ;  served  to  the  end  of  the  war. 
Emanuel  C.  Hoover,  lieut.,  re-enl.  in  1864 ;  pro.  to  2d  lieut. 

Privates. 
Abraham  Andreas,  enl.  in  1862;  served  to  the  end  of  the  war. 
John  Andreas,  enl.  in  1862. 

George  Bond,  re-enl.  and  served  to  the  end  of  the  war. 
John  Britt,  enl.  in  1864,  and  served  to  the  end  of  the  war, 
John  Brindle,  discb,  on  account  of  disability, 
William  Callaghan,  enl.  in  1864. 
John  Dougherty,  disch,  on  account  of  disability. 
Robert  T,  Farrow,  enl,  in  1862, 

Michael  Farley,  enl,  in  1864;  served  to  the  end  of  the  war, 
J,  C,  Fritz,  disch,  in  1863, 

C,  Fellows,  Lewis  Hopkins, 

Charles  Kelly,  enl,  in  1864 ;  served  to  the  end  of  the  war, 
Penrose  Lowers,  Thomas  Lutz, 

Michael  Mulherren,  enl,  in  1864, 
Joseph  Matthews.  Daniel  Raver. 

A,  Shoepp.  disch,  in  1862  on  account  of  disability, 
Alexander  Stettler, 

Daniel  Washburn,  enl,  in  1862;  trans,  to  Vet,  Res.  Corps. 
Joseph  Waahburn,  enl,  in  1862, 
James  West,  re-enlisted. 

List  of  Killed. 
Emanuel  C.  Hoover,  lieut.,  enl.  in  1861;  re-enl.  in  1864;  pro.  to  2d 

lieut.,  and  killed  at  the  battle  of  Ream's  Station,  1864. 
Fellows,  C,  enl.  in  1861 ;  killed  at  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg  Dec. 

13,  1862. 
Matthews,  Joseph,  enl.  in  1861 ;  killed  at  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg 

Dec.  13,  1862. 
Lowers,  Penrose,  enl.  in  1861 ;  killed  at  the  battle  of  Spottsylvania  in 

1864. 

Died  of  Disease. 

Andreas,  John,  enl,  in  1862 ;  died  at  Falmouth,  Va.,  December,  1862. 

Lutz,  Thomas,  enl.  in  1861 ;  died  on  the  Peninsula  in  1862. 

Stettler,  Alexander,  enl.  in  1861;  died  at  Ship  Point. 

Washburn,  Joseph,  eul.  in  1862;  died  in  service. 

West,  James,  enl.  in  1861 ;  re-enl.  and  died  in  hospital  June  11, 1864, 

Sixty-seventh  Regiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteers. 

(Mustered  in  Aug,  28,  1861 ;  mustered  out  July  14,  1866,) 
Horace  B.  Burnham,  col, ;  com,  lieut,-col,  of  the  67th  Regt,  Aug,  12, 1861 ; 
participated  with,  and  most  of  the  time  commanded,  his  regiment 
until  January,  1864,  when,  having  become  incapable  of  further  duty 
in  the  field,  ho  was  ordered  to  Washington,  D,  0,  On  the  expiration 
of  his  term  of  service  he  was  appointed  by  President  Lincoln  major 
and  judge-advocate  United  States  army,  in  the  Department  of  New 
Me.xico,  On  March  13, 1865,  he  received  two  promotions,  by  brevet, 
conferring  upon  him  the  rank  of  colonel,."  for  faithful  and  merito- 
rious services  during  the  war," 

Company  I, 

George  W,  Simpson,  1st  lieut,,  com.  Sept,  24,  1861;  captured  at  Win- 
chester June  1.5, 1863,  and  remained  a  prisoner  of  war  until  March, 
1866,  part  of  which  time  he  was,  with  a  number  of  other  prisoners, 
placed  under  tire  of  the  Union  guns  at  Charleston,  S,  C, 

John  McArdel,  drum-major,  enl,  in  November,  1861;  re-enl.  January, 
1864  ;  served  to  the  end  of  the  war, 

John  Callaghan,  enl,  in  November,  1861 ;  served  three  yearsr 

John  Dougherty,  enl.  in  November,  1861 ;  re-enl.  January,  1864;  served 
to  the  end  of  the  war. 

Jesse  Walton,  enl.  In  November,  1861;  re-enl.  January,  1864;  served  to 
the  end  of  the  war. 

Company  A, 

David  B.  Burnham,  capt.,  com,  Ist  lieut,  Aug,  12,  1861;  pro.  to  capt 

Nov,  9, 1863, 
Sylvester  McCabe,  2d  lieut,,  enl,  August,  1861 ;  pro.  to  2d  lieut.  Feb.  20, 

1862 ;  honorably  discharged  March  17, 1863. 
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Joseph  Morris,  sergt.,  enl.  August,  1861 ;  served  three  years. 

Daniel  Zimmerman,  sergt.,  enl.  Anguat,  1861;  re-enl.  January,  18114; 
taken  prisoner  at  the  battle  of  Winchester  June  15, 1863. 

George  Stocker,  sergt.,  enl.  August,  1861 ;  taken  prisoner  at  "Winchester 
June  15, 1863  ;  served  three  years. 

William  H.  Siegfried,  sergt.,  enl.  August,  1861 ;  taken  prisoner  at  Win- 
chester June  15, 1863;  served  three  years. 

William  Dunbar,  corp.,  enl.  August,  1861 ;  taken  prisoner  at  Winchester   \ 
June  15, 1803;  served  three  years, 

Josiah  Dotter,  Corp.,  enl.  August,  1861 ;  missing  after  the  battle  of  the 
Wilderness,  supposed  to  have  been  killed. 

Daniel  Keiper,  Corp.,  eul.  August,  1861;  wounded  at  Winchester  June 
15,1863;  disch.  on  account  of  wound. 

Jeremiah  Trout,  corp.,  enl.  August,  1861 ;  taken  prisoner  at  Winchester 
June  15, 1863;  wounded  at  the  battle  of  the  Wilderness  May,  1864; 
served  three  years. 
Melchoir  Kintz,  corp. ;  enl.  August,  1861 ;  taken  prisoner  at  Winchester 
June  15, 1863;  re-enl.  January,  ls64,  and  served  to  the  end  of  the 
war. 
George  E.  Williams,  corp.;  enl.  August,  1861;  taken  prisoner  at  Win- 
chester June  15, 1863;  re-euL  Jan,  1, 1864. 

Pri  vales. 

Ague,  John,  enl.  August,  1801 ;  taken  prisoner  at  Winchester  June  15, 
1863  ;  served  three  years. 

Bartholomew,  Michael,  enl.  August,  1861  ;  disch  in  1862  on  account  of 
disability. 

Benner,  John,  enl.  August,  1861 ;  wounded  at  Winchester  June  15, 1863  ; 
discharged  on  account  of  wounds. 

Berwick,  Henry,  enl.  August,  1861;  wounded  at  the  battle  of  the  Wil- 
derness May,  1864;  served  three  years. 

Callin,  Patrick,  enl.  August,  1861 ;  re-enl.  January,  1864. 

Corrolua,  Emleo  L.,  enl.  August,  1861  ;  taken  prisoner  at  Winchester 
June  15, 1863 ;  re-enl.  and  served  to  the  end  of  the  war. 

Ditmire,  Anthony,  enl.  August,  1861 ;  disch.  in  1862  for  disability. 

Dunbar,  James,  enl.  August,  1861 ;  taken  prisoner  at  Winchester  June 
15, 1863 ;  served  three  years. 

Dotter,  Lazarus,  enl.  August,  1861;  taken  prisoner  at  Winchester  June 
15, 1863 ;  served  three  years. 

Dotter,  Lewis,  enl.  August,  1861 ;  taken  prisonerat  Winchester  June  15, 
1863;  served  three  years. 

Eagen,  Peter,  enl.  August,  1861  ;  taken  prisonerat  Winchester  June  15, 
1863  ;  served  three  years. 

Fritzinger,  Levi,  enl.  August,  1861 ;  re-enl.  January,  1864,  and  served  to 
the  end  of  the  war. 

Fitzpatrick,  James,  enl.  August,  1861  ;  taken  prisoner  at  Winchester 
June  15,  ise.'i ;  served  three  years. 

Green,  Edward,  enl.  August,  1861  ;  wounded  and  captured  at  the  battle 
of  Winchester  June  15, 1863 ;  re-enl.  January,  1864;  served  to  the 
end  of  the  war. 

Greensweig,  Joseph,  enl.  August,  1861  ;  re-enl.  Jan.  1, 1864. 

Goho,  William,  enl.  in  1861. 

Greensweig,  William,  enl.  August,  1861 ;  wounded  and  captured  at  Win- 
chester June  15, 1863;  re-enl.  January,  1864. 

Greensweig,  Thomas,  enl,  in  1861. 

Hawk,  Jacob,  enl.  in  1861;  re-enl.  January,  1864;  captured  at  Win- 
chester June  15, 1863  ;  served  to  the  end  of  the  war. 

Hawk,  Paul,  enl.  in  1861 ;  disch.'  for  disability. 

HeatheringtOD,  Irvin,  enl.  in  1861, 

Hawk,  William,  enl.  in  1861;  wounded  at  the  battle  of  Winchester 
June  15, 1863  ;  disch.  on  account  of  wounds. 

Higgins,  John,  enl.  in  1861 ;  captured  at  Winchester  June  15, 1863  ; 
served  three  years. 

Hartman,  Charles,  enl.  in  1861. 

Hoot,  John,  enl.  in  1861 ;  captured  at  Winchester  June  15, 1863;  served 
three  years. 

Johnson,  Andrew,  enl.  in  1861;  re-enl.  January,  1864  ;  captured  at  Win- 
chester June  15, 1863  ;  served  to  the  end  of  the  war. 

Kemerer,  Daniel,  enl.  in  1861 ;  re-enl.  January,  1864 ;  captured  at  Win- 
chester June  15, 1863 ;  served  to  thp  end  of  the  war. 

Long,  Jacob  S.,  enl.  in  1861 ;  served  three  years  ;  captured  at  Winches- 
ter June  15, 1863. 

Milheimer,  John,  enl.  in  1862;  served  three  years;  captured  at  Win- 
chester June  15, 1863. 

McGinnis,  John,  enl.  in  1861 ;  re-enl.  in  January,  1864. 

McCormick,  Daniel,  enl.  in  1861;  wounded  and  captured  at  Winchester 
June  15,1863;  served  three  years. 
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Mann,  Jacob,  enl.  In  1861;  wounded  and  captured  at  Winchester  June 

15, 1863;  re-enl.  January,  1864;  disch.  in  1865. 
Moyer,  Daniel,  enl.  in  1861;  wounded  and  captured  at  Winchester  June 

15, 1863  ;  served  three  years. 
Mengle,  Reuben,  enl.  in  1861 ;  captured  at  Winchester  June  16,  1863  ; 

served  three  years. 
McVey,  Daniel,  enl.  in  1861;  captured  at  Winchester  June  15,  1863; 

served  three  years. 
McFarland,  John,  enl.  in  1861 ;  re-enl.  January,  1864. 
McFarland,  Edward,  enl.  in  1861;  wounded  at  Winchester  June  15, 1863  ; 

re-enl.  and  served  to  the  end  of  the  war. 
Eoss,  Thomas,  enl.  in  1861 ;  disch.  in  1863. 
Patterson,  Charles,  enl.  in  1861;  disch.  in  1862. 
Rader,  Charle.",  enl.  in  1862;  captured  at  Winchester  June  15,  1863; 

served  to  the  end  of  the  war, 
Stocker,  Philip,  eul.  in  1862;   captured  at  Winchester  June  15,  1863; 

served  to  the  end  of  the  war. 
Sterner,  Reuben,  enl.  in  1861 ;  disch.  in  1862  for  disability, 
Seibler,  George,  enl.  in  1861 ;  captured  at  Winchester  Juno  15, 1863 ;  re- 
enl.  Jan.  1, 1864,  and  served  to  the  end  of  the  war. 
Weiant,  Samuel,  enl.  in  1861 ;  captured  at  Winchester  June  15, 1863  ; 

re-enl.  and  served  to  the  end  of  the  war. 
Werner,  Samuel,  enl.  in  1861 ;  served  three  years, 
Wetzel,  Gustavus  A.,  enl.  in  1861 ;  served  three  years. 
Wilson,  Edward  H.,  enl.  in  1861 ;  captured  at  Winchester  June  15, 1863  ; 

re-enl.  and  served  to  the  end  of  the  war. 
Williams,  William  P.,  enl.  in  1861;  disch.  on  account  of  disability  in 

1862. 

List  of  Killed. 

Lynford  Tiock,  capt.,  com.  2d  lieut.  Aug,  28, 1861  ;  pro,  to  capt.  Co.  H, 
Feb.  20, 1862;  killed  in  battle  of  Winchester,  June  15, 1863. 

George  W.  Burton,  color-sergt.,  enl.  August,  1861 ;  re-enl.  January,  1864; 
killed  in  battle  near  Winchester,  September,  1864. 

Hugh  Collins,  corp.,  enl.  August,  1861;  re-enl,  January,  1864;  captured 
at  Winchester  June  15,  1863 ;  killed  in  front  of  Petersburg  April 
1, 1865, 

Hant,  Jacob,  enl.  August,  1861 ;  killed  at  the  battle  of  Winchester 
June  15,  1863. 

Materley,  John,  enl.  August,  1861 ;  killed  at  the  battle  of  Winchester 
June  15, 1863. 

McKnelty,  Patrick,  enl.  August,  1861 ;  killed  at  the  battle  of  Winches- 
ter June  15, 1863. 

Died. 

Jacob  Arndt,  capt.,  com.  capt.  Aug.  28, 1861 ;  died  at  Philadelphia,  Nov. 

8, 1863,  from  injuries  received  by  being  thx-own  from  a  horse. 
Billman,  Jacob,  enl.  August,  1861 ;  died  at  Annapolis,  1862. 
Barnett,  Mixsell,  enl.  August,  1861;  died  at  Annapolis,  1862. 
Cantling,  John,  enl.  August,  1861 ;  re-enl.  in  1864;  died  while  on  vet- 
eran furlough. 
Jacoby,  James,  enl.  August,  1861;  re-enl.  January,  1864;  died  in  ser- 
vice. 
!    Mulherren,  Charles,  enl.  in  1861;  re-enl.,  and  died  while  on  veteran 
I  furlough, 

McEnrue,  Owen,  enl,  in  1861 ;  taken  prisoner  at  the  battle  of  the  Wil- 
derness; died  at  Andersonville. 
Scanlin,  Joseph,  enl.  in  1861;  re-enl.  January,  1864;  captured  at  the 
j  battle  of  the  Wilderness;  died  at  Andersonville. 

I    Welsh,  William,  enl.  August,  1861;  died  in  Philadelphia  December,  1861. 

I  Company  D. 

John  Diehl,  enl.  in  1861;  killed  at  the  battle  of  Winchester,  June  15, 
1863. 

Company  H. 
Daniel  Hurtmau,  enl.  in  1861;  died  July  7, 1864,  in  hospital. 

One  Hundred  and  Forty-seventh  Regiment, 
Company  C  (Three- Years'  Men). — This  was  Com- 
pany N,  Twenty-eighth  Regiment  Pennsylvania  Vol- 
unteers, previous  to  the  organization  of  the  One  Hun- 
dred and  Forty-seventh  Regiment.  John  Craig, 
originally  captain  of  the  company,  became  colonel  of 
the  regiment.     His  biography  follows  the  roster. 
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Field  and  Staff, 


John  Craig,  col.,  com.  capt.  of  Co.  N,  28th  liegt.  P.  V.,  Aug.  30, 1861 ; 
pro.  to  mnj.  147th  P.  V.  Oct.  10, 1862  ;  to  col.  June  14, 1866. 

Company  C. 
Nicholas  C.  Glace,  enl.  as  1st  sergt.  Aug.  16, 1861 ;  pro.  to  2d  lieut.  Feb. 

16, 1862;  to  1st  lieut.  Oct.  10, 1862;  to  capt.  March  1, 1864;  res.  July 

22,  1864. 
John  Kiudelan,  sergt. 
William  T.  West,  eergt.,  re-enl.  and  served  to  end  of  the  war. 

Privafes. 
Jacob  Beer,  re-enl.  and  served  to  the  end  of  the  war. 
Thomas  Black. 

William  Butler,  re-enl.  and  served  to  the  end  of  the  war. 
Newman  F.  Dunham,  musician. 
Joseph  E.  Gabrio,  musician. 

A.  T.  Green,  tians.  from  Knapp's  Pa.  Batt.  Oct.  29, 1861. 
Aaron  Green,  re-enl.  in  1863. 
William  FarrOB.  Jacob  Horn. 

Charles  Knoppenberger. 
Pauline  Kresge,  re-enl.  in  1863. 
John  Kent,  Wayne  Kents. 

Jacob  Kuntzman,  re-enl.  in  1863;  served  to  the  end  of  the  war. 
Andrew  Kresge,  re-enl.  in  1863;  served  to  the  end  of  the  war. 
Levi  Mushardt,  enl.  in  1862  ;  served  to  the  end  of  the  war. 
Owen  Smith,  re-enl.  in  1863  ;  served  to  the  end  of  the  war. 
John  Shiner,  trans,  to  Knapp's  Pa.  Batt.  Oct.  29, 1861. 
Philip  Sebras,  disch.  on  accoiint  of  disability  Jan.  3, 1863. 
William  Steinmetz. 
George  Searls. 

Emmett  Sayres,  ti'ans.  to  Vet.  Res.  Corps. 
John  Sowers,  re-enl.  in  1863. 

Hilled. 

Green,  Aaron,  enl.  in  1861;  re-enl.  in  1863;  killed  in  battle  of  Binggold, 
Ga.,  Nov.  25,  1864. 

Knoppenberger,  Charles,  enl.  in  1861 ;  killed  in  battle  of  Aniietam,  Sept. 
17,  1862. 

Kresge,  Pauline,  enl.  in  1861 ;  re-enl.  in  1863 ;  killed  at  Kenesaw  Moun- 
tain, Ga.,  1864. 

Sowers,  John,  enl.  in  1861;  re-enl.  in  1863;  wounded  at  Pine  Knob,  Ga. ; 
died  of  his  wounds  at  Nashville,  Teun.,  July,  1864. 

Died. 
Farres,  William,  enl.  in  1861 ;  died  at  Falmouth,  Va.,  in  1863. 
Kent,  John,  enl.  in  1861 ;  died  at  Alexandria,  Va  ,  in  1863. 
Kents,  Wayne,  enl.  in  1861;  died  at  Alexandria,  Va.,  in  1863. 

Col.  John  Ckaig. — In  the  latter  part  of  the 
seventeenth  century  there  emigrated  from  Ireland 
the  ancestors  of  Ool.  Thomas  Craig,  the  great-great- 
grandfather of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  who  in  the 
year  1728,  together  with  his  sister,  Jane,  who  married 
John  Boyd,  left  Philadelphia  for  the  Forks  of  the 
Delaware,  locating  in  what  was  afterward  known  as 
Craig's,  or  the  Irish  Settlement,  then  in  Bucks  County, 
since  Northampton.  This  tract  of  land  was  owned 
by  William  Penn,  after  whose  death  it  came  into  the 
possession  of  his  son,  Thomas.  We  find  Col.  Thomas 
Craig's  name  upon  the  roll  of  tlie  Synod  of  Philadel- 
phia for  the  first  time  in  1731,  as  Elder  Thomas 
Craig;  as  this  was  the  year  in  which  the  Presby- 
terian Church  was  organized  in  that  settlement,  wc 
have  reason  to  believe  that  he  was  the  original  elder 
proving  an  earnest  and  conscientious  worker  in  that 
church  during  his  lifetime.  His  son,  Thomas,  was 
but  a  lad  when  his  father  came  to  this  place.  He 
employed  his  time  until  his  maturity  in  assisting 
him  in  clearing  the  land  and  tilling  the  soil,  after 
which  he  engaged  in  farming  for  himself     In   1740 


was  born  his  son,  Thomas  Craig,  who  at  the  breaking 
out  of  the  Pennamite  war,  in  1771-72,  was  made  a 
lieutenant  in  the  Pennsylvania  militia,  making  an 
honorable  record.  When  the  Revolutionary  war 
broke  out  he  took  an  active  part  for  the  Rebellion, 
and  was  commissioned  captain  on  Jan.  5,  1776,  and 
attached  to  Col.  St.  Clair's  Pennsylvania  battalion. 
He  participated  in  the  Canadian  campaign,  and  after 
several  engagements  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of 
major  in  the  following  September.  In  the  summer 
of  1777  he  was  appointed  colonel  of  the  Third  Penn- 
sylvania Regiment;  was  in  New  Jersey  in  Gen. 
Poor's  brigade,  under  command  of  Gen.  Washington, 
and  was  subsequently  in  the  battles  of  Brandywine 
and  Germantown.  Mrs.  Lydia  Darrach,  of  Philadel- 
phia, at  whose  house  Gen.  Howe  made  his  headquar- 
ters, secretly  learning  of  the  general's  intended  attack 
on  Washington's  army,  which  was  camped  at  White 
Marsh,  fourteen  miles  from  the  city,  conveyed  the 
information  through  Col.  Craig,  so  that  our  army  was 
saved  from  a  surprise  and  slaughtering  attack.  He 
remained  with  the  army  at  Valley  Forge,  where  on 
April  12,  1778,  he  addressed  a  letter,  strongly  appeal- 
ing for  clothing,  showing  the  destitute  condition  of 
the  soldiers  in  this  respect. 

In  the  battle  at  Monmouth  his  regiment  greatly 
distinguished  itself,  being  in  the  thickest  part  of  the 
engagement.  After  serving  throughout  the  war,  on  his 
return  he  was  appointed,  in  July,  1783,  lieutenant  of 
Northampton  County.  In  1784,  Montgomery  County 
was  formed  from  Philadelphia,  and  he  was  appointed 
associate  judge,  clerk  of  the  courts,  and  recorder,  all 
of  which  ofiices  he  held  until  1789.  He  then  returned 
to  his  native  county,  bought  land,  and  settled  in  the 
vicinity  of  Stemlersville,  in  Towaniensing  township 
(then  Northampton,  now  Carbon).  Subsequent  to  the 
termination  of  the  conflict  between  England  and  the 
American  colonies  he  was  elected  major-general  of 
the  Seventh  Division  Pennsylvania  Militia,  which 
station  he  held  for  several  years.  In  his  character 
were  combined  the  qualities  of  a  soldier  and  a  gentle- 
man. In  the  hour  of  danger  he  was  brave,  quick  to 
conceive,  and  prompt  to  execute.  He  possessed  an 
active,  intelligent  mind,  which  faithfully  served  him 
until  the  last.  He  survived  until  1832,  when  he 
passed  away  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-two  years. 

Thomas  Craig,  his  second  oldest  child,  the  fa!ther  of 
Col.  John  Craig,  was  born  at  Stemlersville  in  the 
year  1796.  After  spending  his  younger  days  in  se- 
curing as  much  of  an  education  as  could  be  obtained 
in  those  times,  at  the  age  of  maturity  he  engaged  in 
business  for  himself,— farming,  lumbering,  staging, 
and  mercantile  business,  in  which  he  was  very  suc- 
cessful for  many  years.  In  1828  he  was  captain  of 
the  home  militia  light-horse  or  cavalry.  He  was 
married  to  Catharine,  daughter  of  John  Hagenbuch, 
well  known  as  the  proprietor  of  a  popular  hotel  at 
Lehighton  at  that  time.  Their  married  life  was  a 
fruitful  one,  the  result  being  six  children,  in  whom 
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they  took  great  delight  aud  interest  in  giving  them 
all  of  the  advantages  that  could  be  obtained  in  those 
days,  which  opportunities  the  children  appreciated, 
so  that  to-day  they  rank  as  one  of  the  prominent  fam- 
ilies of  the  State. 

Thomas  (now  deceased)  was  called  by  his  constit- 
uents to  represent  them  four  years  in  the  House  of 
Representatives  and  three  years  in  the  Senate.  Allan, 
after  graduating  from  Lafayette  College  with  honors, 
began  the  practice  of  law  in  Mauch  Chunk,  and  is 
now  leading  his  profession  in  Carbon  County,  having 
served  the  county  as  district  attorney  three  consecu- 
tive terms  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  a 
three-year  term  as  State  senator.  William  is  a  pros- 
perous merchant  in  Blue  Springs,  Neb. ;  Robert,  after 
graduating  at  West  Point,  is  now  a  lieutenant  in  the 
regular  army  ;  Eliza  is  the  wife  of  Gen.  Heckman,  of 
Phillipsburg,  N.  J.,  who  is  distinguished  as  having 
served  through  the  Mexican  and  late  civil  wars,  since 
which  he  has  been  engaged  in  mechanical  engineering. 

John,  the  second  oldest,  and  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  was  born  Oct.  23,  1830,  at  the  old  homestead ; 
as  a  lad  he  proved  himself  of  valuable  service  to  his 
father  in  his  business,  giving  a  large  portion  of  his 
time  in  attending  the  winter  and  summer  terms  of 
school  until  1850,  when  he  went  to  Easton,  Pa.,  where 
he  completed  his  education  at  Rev.  John  Vander- 
veer's  private  school.  On  his  return  home  he  en- 
gaged in  business  for  his  father  until  the  latter's  death, 
which  was  in  1858.  He  then  gave  some  time  to  set- 
tling his  father's  estate,  after  which,  in  April  of  1861, 
he  enlisted  for  a  term  of  three  months  in  the  late  civil 
war  as  a  captain  in  the  Sixth  Pennsylvania  Regiment, 
under  Col.  Nagle,  of  Pottsville;  his  term  expiring, 
he  re-enlisted  as  a  captain  in  the  Twenty-eighth 
Regiment,  under  Col.  John  W.  Geary,  who  after- 
wards filled  the  Pennsylvania  gubernatorial  chair. 
This  regiment  was  divided,  and  the  Third  Battalion, 
with  new  companies,  was  made  the  One  Hundred  and 
Forty-seventh  Pennsylvania  Regiment,  after  which 
Capt.  John  Craig  was  breveted  a  major,  then  lieu- 
tenant-colonel, soon  to  colonel.  At  the  close  of  the 
war  this  regiment  was  connected  with  the  Army  of 
the  Potomac,  during  which  time  it  participated  in 
many  battles  ;  among  some  of  the  most  important 
being  Antietam,  Chancellorsville,  and  Gettysburg,  in 
the  East.  In  October  of  1863  they  were  ordered 
West,  here  also  taking  an  active  part  in  all  of  the 
principal  battles.  This  is  what  an  historian  says 
of  this  regiment,  which  at  the  battle  of  Lookout 
Mountain,  in  Tennessee,  was  in  Gen.  Hooker's  di- 
vision, which  did  the  principal  active  work  at  that 
time:  "It  was  such  a  scene  of  dauntless  heroism 
as  has  rarely  been  portrayed  in  the  records  of  battle. 
The  charging  columns,  struggling  against  the  ob- 
stacles of  nature  and  facing  the  murderous  fire  of 
the  Confederate  guns,  could  not  be  checked.  The 
Union  flag  was  carried  to  the  top ;  and  before  two 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon  Lookout  Mountain,  with  ita 


cloud-capped  summit  overlooking  the  town  aud  river, 
was  swarming  with  Federal  soldiers."  (Ridpath's 
History  of  the  United  States.) 

At  this  time  Gen.  William  T.  Sherman  commanded 
the  army  at  Chattanooga,  numbering  one  hundred 
thousand  men.  On  May  7,  1864,  he  started  on  that 
world-wide  known  and  renowned  march  to  the  sea, 
from  which  sprung  that  popular  and  historic  song, 
"Marching  through  Georgia.''  The  Confederate 
army,  under  Gen.  Johnston,  resisted  his  advance  step 
by  step  so  determinedly  that  his  loss  on  reaching  At- 
lanta (which  city  he  entered  September  2d)  was  fully 
thirty  thousand  men.  Determining  to  push  forward 
he  burned  the  city,  and  on  December  22d  he  entered 
Savannah,  having  lost  less  than  six  hundred  men  in 
that  march  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  miles.  From 
here  they  went  north  through  the  heart  of  the  Caro- 
linas,  and  so  on  to  Washington, — after  Gen.  Lee's 
surrender  to  Gen.  Grant  at  Appomattox  Court-House, 
Va.,  April  9th,  and  Gen.  Johnston's  at  Raleigh,  a  few 
days  later.  Thus,  after  four  years  of  bloodshed,  devas- 
tation, and  sorrow,  the  civil  war  of  the  United  States 
was  at  an  end.  After  participating,  in  the  grand 
review  at  Washington,  and  receiving  an  honorable 
discharge,  Col.  Craig  returned  to  Lehigh  Gap,  enter- 
ing into  his  present  business,  lumbering  and  general 
mercantile  business,  which  has  proved  abundantly 
successful  under  his  honest  and  discreet  management. 
In  addition  to  his  regular  business,  in  1866-67  he 
contracted  for  and  built  four  and  a  half  miles  of  the 
Lehigh  and  Susquehanna  Railroad,  which  was  in 
course  of  construction  at  that  time.  He  has  been  and 
is  still  director  of  the  National  Bank  of  Slatington, 
since  its  organization  (1875).  He  has  taken  an  active 
interest  in  the  advancement  of  public  schools  during 
the  five  years  in  which  he  has  served  as  director ;  has 
been  president  of  the  Carbon  Metallic  Paint  Com- 
pany since  1880. 

In  the  fall  of  1866  he  married  Miss  Emma,  daugh- 
ter of  Philip  and  Henrietta  Insley,  who  followed  the 
occupation  of  farming  at  the  Irish  Settlement,  near 
Bath,  Northampton  Co.  The  issue  of  their  union  ia 
seven  children, — five  boys  and  two  girls, — namely, 
Thomas  B.,  Charles  S.,  P.  Insley,  H.  Tindale,  Hen- 
rietta, Mary  A.,  Allan  D. 

Eleventh  Pennsylvania  Infantry.— Company  H 
of  this  three  years'  regiment  was  from  Carbon  County. 
Following  is  its  roster  : 

(Enlisted  Oct.  15, 1861  ;  mustereO  out  July  1, 1865.) 
Daniel    0.  Tubbs,  capt.,  enl.  as  Ist  sergt. ;  pro.  to  2d  lieut.  Aug.  30 

1862  ;  to  capt,  June  20,  1863 ;  re-enl.  and  served  to  the  end  of  the 

war. 
B.  H.  Kauch,  capt.,  disch.  Feb.  21, 1863,  disability. 
Samuel  P.  Lightcap,  Ist  lieut.,  app.  regtl.  q.m.  sergt.  Oct.  1, 1864 ;  pro.  to 

1st  lieut.  and  q.m.,  1865. 
Henry  Williamson,   Ist    lieut.,  disch.  June  19,  1863,  on  account  of 

wounds. 
James  Hyndman,  2d  lieut. 
Joseph  W.  Fries,  2d  lieut. ;  pro.  2d  lieut.  from  sergt.  June  30, 1865 ;  vet. 

vol.,  served  to  the  end  of  the  war. 
Levi  Miner,  1st  sergt.,  disch.  Feb.  4, 1863. 
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Silas  Solomon,  sergt. ;  disch.  March  6, 1863. 

Thomas  W.  Ebert,  sergt. 

Samuel  A.  Webr,  sergt.;  re-enl.  as  vet.  vol.  Jan.  1,  1864;  served  to  the 

eud  of  the  war. 
William  Kane,  corp. 

Delanson  Gaddea,  corp,,  bdI.  Feb.  18, 1862. 
James  Black,  corp. 

Lewis  Grandeson,  corp.,  enl.  Nov.  9,  1861. 
William  Simpson,  corp.,  disch.  Dec.  16, 1864. 
Daniel  Houser,  corp  ,  disch.  Nov.  8,  1864. 
John  Seip,  Corp.,  disch.  March  5,  1862. 
Herman  H.  Pryor,  corp,,  disch.  Jan.  9, 1863. 
Anthony  W.  Raudenbusb,  corp.,  disch.  March  27, 1863, 
Irwin  Miner,  musician,  disch.  May  5, 1862,  disability, 
William  Aiibree,  musician,  re-enl.  Jan.  1,  1864,  served  to  the    end  of 

the  war. 
Thomas  Bobst,  wagoner;  enl.  Nov.  12, 1861 ;  re-enl.  Jan.  1, 1864  ;  served 

to  the  end  of  the  war. 
Thomas  Arner,  wagoner;  diach.  May  26, 1862,  for  dieability, 

PriveUes. 

David  Adams,  enl.  Dec.  16, 1861. 

Mortimer  Anthony,  enl.  Nov.  27, 1861 ;  disch.  Oct.  31,  1862,  under  G.  0. 
No.  102. 

Lewis  Benhard,  app.  principal  musician  of  the  regt.  May  30, 186.5. 

Lewis  Boll,  enl.  Nov.  12, 1861. 

John  Blair,  disch.  June  15, 1865,  for  disability. 

Emanuel  Battman,  enl.  Dec.  9,  1861;  disch.  March  10,  1863,  for  disa- 
bility. 

Holden  Chester.enl.  Dec. 13, 1861;  trans,  to  the  Vet.  Res,  Corps  July  24, 
1863,  on  account  of  wounds. 

John  Cunning. 

Robert  Craig,  disch.  Jan.  15, 1863,  for  disability, 

John  H.  Collins,  enl.  Nov.  12, 1861 ;  disch.  Nov.  13, 1862,  for  disability. 

Tilghman  Cregle,  enl.  Nov.  7,  1861 ;  disch.  Jan.  15, 1865,  for  disability. 

Terrance  Cunningham,  enl.  Nov.  9, 1861 ;  re-enl.  Jan.  1, 1864;  served  to 
the  end  of  the  war. 

John  Delay. 

Isaac  Davis,  trans,  to  Vet.  Res.  Corps  Jan.  11, 1864. 

Josiah  Deitrick,  enl.  Dec.  13, 1861. 

Franklin  Dennis,  enl.  Nov.  7, 1861 ;  disch.  Oct.  11, 1862,  for  disability. 

Thomas  Erwin,  enl.  Feb.  3, 1862;  disch.  June  9, 1864. 

Edward  Folkmer,  enl.  Dec.  9, 1861. 

Samuel  Fleming,  disch.  Feb.  18, 1863,  for  disability. 

Charles  Foulke,  disch.  Oct.  24,1863. 

Schincke  Gabriel,  enl.  Nov.  12, 1861. 

Charles  Houaer.  Jeremiah  HoflFniau. 

Christian  lialdeman,  disch.  Sept.  2:^,  1863. 

Joseph  Herring,  disch.  Nov.  8, 1864. 

Isaac  K.  Johnson,  Jr.,  enl.  Nov.  19, 1861. 

Matthew  Johnson, 

Isaac  K.  Johnson,  Sr.,  disch.  March  5, 1862,  for  disability. 

James  E.  James,  enl.  Dec.  17, 1861 ;  disch,  March  13, 1862,  for  disability. 

Noah  Krwm,  enl,  Dec.  16, 1861. 

John  Keef. 

John  Koch,  disch.  June  13, 1865, 

Joseph  Knell,  disch.  March  5, 1862,  for  disability. 

Daniel  Kistler,  enl.  Dec,  16, 1861 ;  disch.  June  16, 1865,  for  disability. 

Charles  Kline,  re-enl.  Jan.  1, 1864;  served  to  the  end  of  the  war. 

Benjamin  Lees. 

John  J.  Lewis,  enl.  Feb.  7, 1862. 

Jonas  Loch,  enl.  Nov.  22, 1861 ;  disch,  April  25,  1862,  for  disability. 

Samuel  Lyon,  disch.  Jan.  13,  1863. 

William  Mattern. 

Samuel  Miller,  enl.  Oct.  18,  18t!l  ;  trans,  to  Vet.  Res.  Corps  March  Hi 
1864. 

Bernard  McGinty,  disch.  Nov.  18,  1861,  for  disability. 

Henry  J.  Miller,  enl.  Feb,  6, 1862;  disch.  Nov.  28, 1862,  for  disability. 

George  Murphy,  enl.  Feb.  6, 1802  ;  disch.  March  11, 1863,  for  disability. 

Thomas  McGoehan,  enl.  Oct.  18, 1861 ;  disch.  Jan.  11, 1864,  for  disability. 

Joseph  Moser,  re-enl.  Jan.  1,  1864;  served  to  the  eud  of  the  war. 

Lewis  Moyer,  enl.  Dec.  13, 1861 ;  re-enl.  Jan.  1, 1864 ;  served  to  the  end 

of  the  war. 
Thomas  Mulligan,  must,  ouc  at  tlie  end  of  the  war, 
Charles  Newmlller. 
Josiah  Neith,  disch.  Jan.  31, 1863. 


Benjamin  F.  Newhard,  enl.  Nov,  15,  1861 ;  disch.  June  15, 1865,  disa- 
bility. 
Josiah  Poh. 

Henry  Poh,  re-enl.  Jan.  1,  1S64 ;  served  to  the  end  of  the  war. 
Laurence  Radcliff,  enl.  Oct.  26, 1861 ;  diach,  Nov.  27, 1864. 
George  Rose,  enl.  Dec.  16,  1861 ;  disch.  Oct.  17, 1862,  disability. 
William  Ray,  diach.  Dec.  28,  1862. 

John  B.  Reikert,  re-enl.  Jan.  1, 1864  ;  served  to  the  end  of  the  war. 
Robert  Snedden,  trans,  to  Vet.  Res,  Corps  July  1, 1863. 
George  Sprohl,  disch.  June  10, 1863,  disability. 
Elijah  Schneck,  enl.  Dec.  17, 1861  ;  diach.  Jan.  17, 1863,  disability. 
William  Saudle,  served  to  the  end  of  the  war. 
Peter  Waters, 

George  W.  Wintersteen,  disch.  Nov.  8, 1864, 
William  Wolf,  disch.  Feb.  17, 1863,  disability. 
Isaac  Williams,  disch.  Nov.  13, 1862. 
Eli  Weyhenmeyer,  re-enl.  Jan.  1, 1864 ;  served  to  the  end  of  the  war. 

Killed  in  Battle  and  Died  of  Wounds. 

James  Hyndman,2d  lieut.,  enl.  Oct.  15, 1861 ;  killed  in  action  at  Bull 
Run,  Va,,  Aug.  30, 1802. 

Thomas  W.  Ebert,  sergt.,  enl.  Oct.  15,  1861 ;  killed  in  action  at  Gettys- 
burg, Pa.,  July  1,  1863. 

Lewis  Grandeson,  corp.,  enl.  Nov.  9, 1861 ;  died  June  18, 1863,  of  woundg 
received  in  action  at  Bull  Run  Aug.  30, 1862. 

Adams,  David,  enl.  Dec.  16,  1861;  killed  in  action  at  Gettysburg,  Pa., 
July  1, 1863. 

Boll,  Lewis,  enl.  Nov,  12,  1861 ;  killed  in  action  at  Bull  Ran,  Va., 
Aug.  31,  1862. 

Cunning,  John,  enl.  Oct.  15,  1861;  killed  in  action  at  Fredericksburg, 
Va.,  Dec.  13, 1862. 

Deitrick,  Josiah,  enl.  Dec.  13,  1861;  died  Dec.  19,  1862,  of  wound  re- 
ceived in  action  at  Fredericksburg  Dec,  13, 1862. 

Folkmer,  Edward,  enl.  Dec.  9,  1861;  killed  May  6, 1864,  in  action  at  th« 
Wilderness,  Va. 

Johnson,Matthew,  enl.  Oct.  15,1861;  killed  in  the  battle  of  Gettysburg, 
Pa.,  July  1,  1863. 

Lewis,  John  J.,  enl.  Feb.  7, 1862  ;  killed  in  the  battle  of  Bull  Bun,  Va., 
Aug.  30,  1862. 

Lees,  Benjamin,  enl.  Oct.  15,1861;  killed  in  the  battle  of  Bull  Run,Va., 
Aug.  30, 1862. 

Newmiller,  Charles,  enl.  Oct.  15, 1861;  died  Oct.  13,  1862,  of  wound  re- 
ceived in  the  battle  of  Antietam,  Sept.  17, 1862. 

Poh,  Josiah,  enl.  Oct.  15, 1861 ;  killed  in  the  battle  of  Gettysburg,  Pa., 
July  1, 1863, 

Waters,  Peter,  enl.  Oct.  15,  1861;  killed  in  the  battle  of  Gettysburg, 
Pa.,  July  1, 1863. 

Died  of  Disease  and  Starved  in  Sebd  Pi-isons. 

Delanson  Gaddes,  corp,,  enl.  Feb.  15,  1862;  wounded  in  the  battle  of 
Bull  Run  Aug.  30. 1862;  taken  prisoner  at  Weldon  Railroad  Aug. 
19, 1864;  died  in  prison  at  Saulsbury,  N.  C,  Feb.  12, 1865. 

James  Black,  Corp.,  enl.  Oct.  15,  1861 ;  taken  prisoner  Aug,  19, 1864; 
died  Feb.  10, 1865,  in  prison  at  Andereouville,  Ga. 

Gabrielle,  Schinke,  enl.  Nov.  12, 1861 ;  taken  prisoner  at  Weldon  Rail- 
road Aug.  19, 1864;  died  in  prison  atSaulsbury,  N,  C,  Jan.  22, 1865. 

Hoffman,  Jeremiah,  enl,  ( let.  15,  1861 ;  died  of  disease  Nov.  13, 1862,  at 
Washington,  D,  C. 

Houser,  Charles,  enl.  Oct.  lo,  1861 ;  died  of  disease  Oct.  2, 1862,  at  Camp 
Parole. 

Keef,  John,  enl.  Oct.  15, 1861 ;  killed  by  accident  Nov.  29, 1861. 

Krum,  Noah,  enl.  Dec.  16,  1861 ;  died  in  hospital  of  disease. 

Second  Pennsylvania  Heavy  Artillery.— A  large 
number  of  men  from  this  county  were  in  Company 
H  of  this  regiment,  and  a  few  in  C  and  I,  as  follows : 

Company  H. 

Thomas  Wilhelm,  maj.,  com.  capt,  Dec.  19, 1861;  pro.  to  maj.  Nov.  25, 
1862;  acting  col.,  commimding  Provisional  Regiment,  Heavy  Artil- 
lery, in  1864;  com,  capt.  iu  Vet,  Res.  Corps  at  the  end  of  the  war. 

Orlando  Keene,  2d  lieut.,  enl.  in  1861;  re-enl.  in  1863;  trans,  to  Co.  C 
and  pro.  to  2d  lieut.  in  1864 ;  served  to  the  eud  of  the  war. 

Theodore  P.  Pryor,  sergt.,  enl.  in  1861. 

Harry  V.  Mortimer,  sergt.,  enl.  in  1861. 

Franklin  C,  Miner,  sergt.,  enl.  in  1861. 
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Oicero  Winterniute,  sergt.,  enl.  in  1861. 
George  Slater,  aergt.,  enl.  in  1861. 


T'^-ivate--. 
Johu  Brady,  enl.  in  1861;  re-enl.  and  served  to  the  end  of  war. 
Christopher  Corcoran,  enl.  in  1861;  trans,  to  Vet.  Kes.  Corps. 
Willoughby  Koons,  enl.  in  1865;  served  to  the  end  of  the  war. 
Alfred  Knecht,  enl.  in  1862. 
James  McGlynn,  enl.  in  1862. 

George  C.  P.  Owena,  enl.  in  1862;  trans,  to  Vet.  Res.  Corps. 
Francis  Palmer,  enl.  in  1862. 
William  A.  Smith,  enl.  in  1861. 
Edward  Palmer,  enl.  in  1861. 
Thomas  Smithers,  enl.  in  1861. 

Died. 
Edward  Palmer,  enl.  in  1861 ;  died  at  Hampton  Hospital  in  1864. 

Company  C. 
Jonathan  J.  Hatrick,  enl.  Dec.  2, 1863 ;  disch.  Jan.  29, 1866. 
John  W.  Koons,  enl.  November,  1863 ;  discb.  March,  1865. 
George  T.  Bond,  enl.  January,  1864;  disch.  Jan.  29, 1866. 
Patrick  Corcoran,  enl.  March,  1864 ;  disch.  Jan.  29, 18H6. 

Company  I. 
Michael  Ferrie,  enl.  in  1861. 
Michael  Troy,  enl.  in  1861. 
Samuel  Hawk,  enl.  in  1861 ;  disch.  on  account  of  wounds. 

One  Hundred  and  Thirty-second  Regiment.— 

Companies  F  and  G  of  this  nine  months'  regiment 
were  principally  made  up  in  this  county.  Their  ros- 
ters follow : 

Field  and  Staff. 
Charles  Albright,i  col.,  com.  maj.  Aug.  22, 1862;  pro.  to  lieut.-col.  Sept. 
28, 1862  ;  pro.  to  col.  Jan.  24, 1863. 

Company  F. 
(Mustered  in  Aug.  15, 1862  ;  mustered  out  May  24, 1863.) 
J.  D.  Laciar,  capt.,  enl.  as  2d  lieut. ;  pro.  to  capt.  Dec.  5, 1862. 
George  W.  Wilhelm,  capt.,  disch.,  to  date  from  Dec.  5, 1862. 
Thomas  Musselman,  Ist  lieut. 
John  Kerns,  2d  lieut.,  enl.  as  corp. 
Oliver  Breniser,  1st  sergt. 


Oliver  F.  Musselman,  sergt. 

Jacob  Miller,  sergt. 

John  HofF,  sergt. 

Charles  Mack,  sergt. 

John  Sherry,  sergt. 

Franklin  C.  Wintermute,  corp. 

Sebastian  Hahn,  wagoner. 


pro,  to  2d  lieut.  Dec.  6, 1862. 
Joseph  Shadel,  corp. 
David  M.  Jones,  corp. 
Albert  E.  Scheets.corp. 
William  K.  Rex,  corp. 
John  Shultz,  corp. 
William  Miner,  corp. 
Lewis  Trainer,  corp. 


Privates. 

Joseph  Clewell. 
Stephen  Cunfer. 
Thomas  Christine. 
George  W.  Duryea. 


Bartlett  Armbruster. 

William  Allen. 

Daniel  Bartley. 

August  Belsner. 

Thomas  Baker. 

Joseph  Drumbore,  disch.  Jan.  13, 1863.  on  account  of  wounds, 

Charles  S.  Dreisbach.  Joseph  Dreisbach. 

Samuel  Everts,  disch.  Feb.  13, 1862,  on  account  of  disability. 

William  Everts.  William  Frantz. 

Peter  Everts.  Owen  C.  Fullweiler. 

Jonathan  Eck.  Lewis  Frederick. 

Aaron  Fritz.  Samuel  Grow. 

George  H.  Gerhart,  disch.  March  10, 1863,  on  account  of  wounds. 

Aaron  H.  Gumbard.  '   Frederick  Hosier. 

Henry  Grow.  John  W-  Hottenstein. 

Joseph  Houtz.  George  Houser. 

Oliver  Hough.  Alexander  Johnson. 

Daniel  Kiessley,  disch.  Jan.  15, 1863,  on  account  of  disability. 

John  Kistler.  Edwin  Kemmerer. 

Samuel  Keene.      -  John  Lentz. 

Levi  M.  Levy,  disch,  Feb.  25, 1863,  on  account  of  disability. 


Samuel  D.  Lynn. 
Alexander  Mills,  disch 
Francis  H.  Moser. 
Monroe  Mattern. 
James  E.  Nace. 
Moses  Neyer. 
Charles  A.  Patterson. 
Aaron  Rex. 
Leopold  Rice. 
Otto  Stermer. 
Lewis  Stiegerwalt. 
Jacob  Strouse. 
William  S.  Siegfried. 
Monroe  Stiegerwalt. 


Charles  F.  Moyer. 
Sept.  25, 1862,  on  account  of  disability. 
Samuel  McCauce, 
Daniel  McGee. 
Jacob  Nothstein. 
Valentine  Nowmeyer. 
Charles  W.  Ramaley. 
Jacob  Rodflnk. 
Jacob  Ridler. 
Francis  Solt. 
Charles  Sinker. 
Paul  Solt. 
Josiah  Sandall. 
Henry  Weretein. 


1  For  sketch  of  Col.  Albright  see  chapter  on  the  Bench  and  Bar. 


Killed  in  Battle  and  Died  of  Disease. 
Oliver  F.  Musselman,  sergt.,  killed  in  battle  of  Antietam,  Sept.  17,1862, 
Joseph  Shadel,  corp.,  died  Nov.  28, 1862,  at  Belle  Plains,  Va.,  of  disease. 
Grow,  Samuel,  died  of  wounds  received  in  battle  of  Fredericksburg  Dec. 

13, 1862, 
Moyer,  Charles  F.,  killed  in  battle  of  Antietam  Sept.  17, 1862. 
Clewell,  Joseph,  died  at  Harper's  Ferry,  Va.,  of  wounds  received  in  action 

at  Antietam  Sept.  17, 1862. 
Nace,  James  E.,  died  of  wounds  received  in  action  at  Fredericksburg 

Dec.  13,  1862. 
Lentz,  John,  died  of  wounds  received  in  action  at  Fredericksburg  Dec. 

13, 1862. 
Ramaley,  Charles  W.,  died  Jan.  27, 1863,  at   WindmiU  Point,  Va.,  of 

disease. 
Rex,  Aaron,  died  at  Smoketown  Hospital,  Nov.  11,  1862;  wounded  at 

Antietam. 
Stermer,  Otto,  died  March  25,  1863,  of  wounds  received  in  action  at 

Fredericksburg  Dec.  13, 1862. 
Solt,  Francis,  died  on  the  march  in  Maryland,  about  Sept.  14, 1862. 

Company  G. 
Isaac  Howard,  capt.,  pro.  from  private  to  capt.  Jan.  30, 1863. 
Robert  A.  Abbott,  capt.,  disch.  Jan.  13, 1863,  on  account  of  wounds. 
William  H.  Fulton,  1st  lieut.,  pro.  from  sergt.  to  1st  lieut.  Jan.  13, 1863. 
John  Dolon,  1st  lieut.,  disch.  Jan.  30, 1863,  disability. 
John  Weiss,  2d  lieut.,  pro.  from  sergt.  to  2d  lieut.  March  17, 1863. 
Edward  11.  Salkeld,  2d  lieut.,  disch.  March  17, 1863. 
John  T.  0.  Williams,  sergt.  William  RadclifFe,  sergt. 

Charles  Simons,  sergt.  Charles  Weiss,  sergt. 

Joshua  Butler,  sergt.  David  Garrett,  corp. 

John  Osborne,  corp.  John  Leslie,  corp. 

Hugh  Callan,  corp.  Charles  Bobst,  corp. 

William  J.  Springer,  corp. 


Pi^vates. 


Charles  Abner. 
George  Bock. 
Peter  Cassidy. 
Wilson  M,  Darlington. 
Bernard  Dempsey. 
Michael  Dougherty. 
John  Earley 


Joseph  Backert. 
Joseph  Connelly. 
William  Callaghan. 
William  Davis. 
James  Derbyshire. 
John  Ephlin. 
Patrick  Elliott. 


Conrad  Fry,  disch.  on  account  of  wounds  Dec,  9, 1862. 
Andrew  Floyd.  Patrick  Fleming. 

John  Graver,  disch.  on  account  of  disability. 
Charles  Holmes  William  Hoy. 

Morgan  Jenkins.  William  F.  Krum. 

John  Knouse,  disch.  on  account  of  disability. 
Willoughby  Koons,  disch.  on  account  of  wounds.  ---'■'''^ 
Christian  Kinckle.  Matthew  Kelley. 

Bernard  Kelley.  William  F.  Klotz. 

John  F.  Klotz. 

Jonas  Loch,  disch.  on  account  of  disability. 
Henry  Lange.  Peter  Lieser. 

William  Leed.  Luke  Masterson. 

Edward  P.  Mellick.  51-  Moyer. 

Michael  McCiillough.  Henry  Mansfield. 

John  McGovern,  disch.  on  account  of  wounds. 
Jonathan  L.  Miller. 

William  H.  Noble,  disch.  on  account  of  disability. 
James  Patterson.  Alfred  Poh. 

George  Rose.  Jonathan  L,  Ruch. 
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Michael  Reilly. 
Hugo  KonemouB. 
Paul  Sowerwein. 
Jacob  Shiiigler. 
Thomas  Smitham. 
John  Stacy. 
Henry  B.  Schoonover. 
John  Toner. 
Rufiis  Wallers. 


Hugh  Reilley. 
John  F.  Solomon. 
David  Shaeffer. 
Bernhard  Smith. 
Robert  Synyard. 
William  Schoonover. 
Rigby  Thomas. 
Thomas  Sprohl. 
John  Weisley. 


Henry  Winterstein,  disch.  on  account  of  wounds. 
Michael  Welsh,  disch.  on  account  of  disability. 
Tilghman  Weaver.  Edward  Yemmons. 

Elijah  Touts,  disch.  on  account  of  disability. 

Killed  in  Battle  and  Died  of  Disease. 

Darlington,  Wilson  M.,  died  Jan.  31, 1863,  of  wounds  received  in  action 
at  Fredericksburg  Dec.  13, 1862. 

Ephlin,  John,  killed  in  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg  Dec.  13, 1862. 

Floyd,  Andrew,  died  at  Falmouth,  Va.,  March  2, 1863,  of  disease. 

Krum,  William  F.,  died  at  Smoketown  Hospital,  Md.,  of  wound  received 
in  action  at  Antietam  Sept.  17,  1862. 

McCuUough,  Michael,  killed  in  action  at  Antietam  Sept.  17, 1862. 

Meyer,  BI ,  died  at  Smoketown  Hospital,  Md.,  of  wounds  received  in 
action  at  Antietam  Sept.  17, 1862. 

Mellick,  Edward  P.,  killed  in  action  at  Antietam  Sept  17, 1862. 

Ruch,  Jonathan  L,,  died  at  Smoketown  Hospital,  Md.,  of  wounds  re- 
ceived in  action  at  Antietam  Sept.  17, 1862. 

Solomon,  John  F.,  died  of  disease  October,  1862. 

One  Hundred  and  Eighty-sixth  Regiment, 
Pennsylvania  Volunteers. — This  regiment  was  en- 
listed Feb.  28, 1864,  and  served  to  the  end  of  the  war. 


Bartlett  Armbruster. 
Charles  Eberly. 
George  Malley. 
William  K.  Snyder. 
Thomas  Martin. 


Israel  Briggs. 
James  Warner. 


CoMPANr  F. 

August  Belsner. 
Henry  Glace. 
Robert  Moore. 
John  Sterling. 
John  Weyhenmeyer. 

Company  G. 

Alexander  Johnson. 
Lafayette  Lefler. 


Two    Hundred   and    Second    Regiment.— The 

whole  of  Company  A,  a  considerable  part  of  Com- 
pany F,  and  a  few  men  in  D,  I,  H,  E,  and  L  were 
from  Carbon  County.     Following  is  the  roster : 

Field  and  Staff. 
Charles  Albright,  brevet  brig.-gen.,  organized  the  regiment  in  August, 

1864,  and  was  commissioned  colonel  Sept,  6,  1864;  pro.  to  brevet 

brig.-gen.  in  1865. 
Oliver  Breneiser,  sergt.-maj.,  enl.  in  Co.  F  Sept.  9, 1864  ;  app.  sergt.-maj. 

Sept.  7,  1864;  disch.  Aug.  3, 1865. 

COMPANT   A. 
(Mustered  in  Aug.  25,  1864;  mustered  out  Aug.  3, 1865.) 


J.  D.  Laciar,  capt. 
Stephen  F.  Minnicli,  Ist  lieut, 
John  T.  McDauiel,  2d  lieut. 
JoBiah  Musselnian,  sergt. 
Monroe  Stiegerwalt,  sergt. 
Tilghman  Sittler,  sergt. 
Edward  I).  Horn,  sergt. 


Benjamin  F.  Baclimiin. 
Cornelius  Brisliu. 
Samuel  C.  Briggs. 
James  Brown. 
Henry  F.  Brown. 
William  Campbell. 
Thomas  Cainpsie, 
Mannes  Curran. 
Samuel  Daubenspeck. 
Jonathan  Eck. 


Daniel  Kressly,  corp. 
Robert  Craig,  corp. 
George  Heiater,  corp. 
William  A.  Ebert,  corp. 
John  Forgay,  corp. 
Charles  Brey,  corp. 
Douglas  A.  Sherry,  drummer. 


Joseph  Fisher. 
Lewis  Frederick. 
Edward  Glace. 
Nathan  Gumbett. 
James  ilubsun. 
Joseph  Ili'ffelfiuger. 
Orville  K.  Hoyt. 
William  Kelley. 
William  Kolb. 
James  Laggan. 


William  Leed. 
James  Minnick. 
Aaron  Miller. 
John  McLaughlin, 
Edward  Mullen. 
Simon  McKeever, 
Noah  Northstein. 
Levi  F.  Ott. 
Alfred  Puh. 
Albert  Reinheimer. 
Thomas  G.  Smith. 
Edward  Sleider. 
Winfield  S.Solomon. 
Zachariah  Trausue. 
Samuel  Uplinger. 
Asa  Vanneman. 
Charles  Walton. 
Job  n  Watt, 
Lewis  Wehr. 
Owen  Wehr. 
Aaron  Weidaw. 
Alexander  Beltz. 
James  Becker. 
John  Btain. 
Philip  Brown. 
Douglas  Boyle. 
Hugh  Coanaghan. 
John  Campbell. 
John  Callagban. 
Henry  Dnimbore. 
Henry  G.  Fisher. 


Edwin  Focht. 
Henry  Green. 
James  Glenn. 
Thomas  J.  Hannon. 
John  Heller. 
James  Hollenbach. 
William  Kissner. 
Daniel  Kelley. 
William  Kocher. 
Henry  Lee. 
Condy  Manalis. 
Jeremiah  Moulthrop. 
James  Meighan. 
Edward  Mulharn. 
Patrick  McDermott. 
John  A.  McMurtrie. 
John  O'Donnell. 
Jesse  Popst. 
John  L.  Reinheimer. 
Aaron  Snyder. 
Jonas  Smith. 
William  F.  Sensinger. 
Silvaria  Rox. 
Nathan  Trine. 
Jeremiah  Williams. 
Joseph  Williams. 
William  Williams. 
John  Toung. 
Owen  Ziegler. 
Elias  Zelluer. 
Tilghman  Zink. 


Killed  and  Died  in  the  Service. 
Bacbman,  Benjamin  F.,  died  Nov.  11, 1864,  in  hospital,  Alexandria,  of 

wound  received  in  skirmish  at  Salem,  Va..  Oct.  8, 1864. 
Campbell,  William,  died  at  Mauch  Chunk  about  Sept.  15, 1864. 
Green,  Henry,  died  at  Fairfax  Station,  Va.,  Dec.  15, 1864. 
Wehr,  Lewis,  died  in  hospital  at  Alexandria  Nov.  7, 1864. 

Company  D. 
Albert  Ackerman,  enl.  February,  1865;  eei-ved  to  the  end  of  the  war. 
Patrick  Horie,  enl.  February,  1865 ;  served  to  the  end  of  the  war. 
Ira  Oliver,  enl.  February,  1865 ;  served  to  the  end  of  the  war. 
Thomas  Williams,  enl.  February,  1865;  served  to  the  end  of  the  war. 

Company  I. 
George  Williams,  enl.  Jan.  6, 1865  ;  served  to  the  end  of  the  war. 

Company  H. 
James  Tudor,  enl.  February,  1865  ;  served  to  the  end  of  the  war. 
Cyrus  Loose,  enl.  August,  1864  ;  served  to  the  end  of  the  war. 

Company  E. 
Albert  Herman,  enl.  February,  1865;  served  to  the  end  of  the  war. 
Frank  Brobst,  enl.  February,  1865;  served  to  the  end  of  the  war. 

Company  F. 
Charles  Billman,  enl.  Aug.  31,  1864  ;  served  about  one  month. 
Jonas  Billmao,  enl.  Aug.  31, 1864  ;  served  to  the  end  of  the  war. 
Lewis  Trainer,  enl.  Feb.  7,  1865  ;  served  to  the  end  of  the  war. 
William  H.  Moulthrop,  enl.  Feb.  7, 1865;  served  to  the  end  of  the  war. 
Freiierick  Schlie,  enl.  Feb.  7, 1865  ;  served  to  the  end  of  the  war. 
Amandus  Diehl,  enl.  Feb.  7, 1865  ;  served  to  the  end  of  the  war. 
Daniel  Moyer,  enl.  Feb.  7,  1S6'>;  served  to  the  end  of  the  war. 
John  Bryson,  enl.  Jan.  6,  18G0 ;  served  to  the  end  of  the  war. 
Joseph  Hough,  enl.  Jan.  24,1865;  served  to  tlie  end  of  the  war. 
Charles  Deremer,  enl.  Jan.  6, 1805;  served  to  the  end  of  the  war. 
Charles  Dutter,  enl.  Jan.  9, 1866;  served  to  the  end  uf  the  war. 
William  Everett,  enl.  Jan.  17, 1865;  served  to  the  end  of  the  war. 
William  KlotK,  enl.  Aug.  27,  1864;  served  to  the  end  of  the  war. 
Franklin  Myers,  enl.  Jan.  24, 1865;  served  to  the  end  of  the  war. 
Willoughby  Pickert,  enl.  Sept.  1, 1804 ;  served  to  the  end  of  the  war. 
Elias  Smith,  enl.  Sept.  1, 1864;  served  to  the  end  of  the  war. 

Company  L. 
(Enlisted  in  18G5,  and  served  until  disbandmeat  of  the  regiment,  Aug. 


Thomas  Radcliffe. 
Patrick  Boyle. 
Levi  Fritzinger. 


3, 1865.) 


Joseph  F.  George. 
Owen  T.  Bastian. 
Peter  Carl. 
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Nathan  Drumbore. 
Simon  Hartranft. 
Samuel  McCance. 
Peter  Moser. 
Peter  Shaffer. 
John  Bouse. 
Josiah  Swank. 
Thomas  McNamara, 
John  Michael. 
Samuel  Sherry. 
Joseph  Bennyhoff. 


Jacob  Crammer. 
Francis  Cunnyngham. 
Daniel  J.  Farrall. 
Edward  McGady. 
Joseph  Martz. 
C.  E.  Rex. 
Benjamin  Klotz. 
John  McLaughlin. 
Marshall  Hutchinson. 
Robert  Young, 


Nineteenth  Regiment  Volunteer  Militia  of 
1862.^This  regiment  of  emergency  men  had  many 
recruits  from  Carbon,  as  the  roster  shows : 

Field  and  Staff. 
Robert  Klotz,  col. 

OVter  Officers. 
Hiram  Wolf,  eapt.;  Thomas  R.Crellin,  Ist  lieut.  ;  Charles  H.  Kalbfn8,l8t 
sergt. ;  James  Warner,  sergt. ;  Samuel  Patterson,  sergt. ;  Allen  Craig, 
sergt.;  Chambers  Davis,  corp.;  Dennis  H.  Dreisbach,  Corp.;  William 
Richards,  corp.;  Henry  Santee,  corp, ;  John  S.  Line,  corp.;  Godfrey 
Laury,  corp.;  Alfred  Hoffman,  corp.;  Edward  Horn,  corp.  ;  Charles 
M.  Sweeny,  sergt. 

Privates^ 


Benjamin  F.  Ely. 
Alexander  W.  Steadman. 
Fisher  Hazard. 
Edward  L.  Bullock. 
Edward  R.  Enbody. 
James  Gaddes. 
John  L.  Steadman. 
Alfred  Dander. 
Oliver  Peters. 
Cameron  Lockhart. 
Robert  B.  Butler. 
Thomas  D.  Conyngham. 
Charles  A.  Rex. 
George  W.  Esser. 
John  Bradwell. 
William  Hines. 
Josiah  W.  Harlan. 
Adam  Seifert. 
Adam  Loew. 
William  A.Whipple. 
Joseph  Hummel. 
Jacob  W.  Cole. 
Charles  Dick. 
George  F.Anthony. 
William  B.  Anthony. 
Milton  Rowman. 
Walter  Graver. 
Tilghman  Dreisbach. 
Lewis  Dreisbach. 
Alexander  Solt. 
Reuben  Rehrig. 
Tildishman  Sittler. 
David  O'Brien. 
Alfred  Klotz. 
James  Strong. 
Thomas  H.  Ratcliff. 
Silas  H.  LaRue. 
Henry  Labine. 
Josiah  Swank. 
William  Shafer. 
John  J.  Lloyd. 
John  Brislin. 


CD.  Frederick. 
Edmund  Taylor. 
Robert  Phifer. 
Mark  L.  Leffler. 
Henry  Bucks. 
George  Hand. 
August  Oswald. 
Matthew  Reiley. 
Edward  Horn. 
Joel  Beel. 
Robert  Laubach. 
James  Gower. 
Henry  Saeger. 
Paul  Buck. 
Daniel  Hoppes. 
Charles  W.  Brown. 
Samuel  Wolle. 
George  Davis. 
Reuben  Solt. 
Stephen  Solt. 
Jonas  Boyer. 
William  Whitehead. 
David  J.  Buck. 
Franklin  Solt. 
Charles  Dreisbach. 
Jacob  Daubenspeck. 
John  Daubenspeck. 
Josiah  Musselman. 
Charles  Buck. 
Joseph  Fields. 
William  Quish. 
Samuel  Fields. 
William  W.  Levett. 
Stephen  Best. 
Henry  W.  Mentz. 
Oliver  0.  Bowman. 
Henry  Horn, 
William  P.  Rockhill. 
Charles  Brown. 
H.  H.  McConnell. 
Alexander  Miller. 
Th*eodore  W.  Kramer. 


C.  E.  Steadman,  sergt. ;  Ed.  L.  Bullock,  corp. 


Twenty-seventh  Regiment  Volunteer  Militia 
of  1863. — Company  E  of  this  regiment  was  mus- 
tered into  service  June  18, 1863,  and  discharged  Aug. 
5,  1863.  Following  are  the  names  of  the  Carbon 
men : 


John  Arp. 
George  T.  Bond. 
Ed.  Bennyhoff. 
Wallace  B.  Fister. 
M.  Kemmerer. 
Frank  Ramsay. 
C.  A.  Rex. 
Josiah  Swank. 
A.  D.  Xander. 


D.  D.  Arner, 
Henry  C.  Brelsford. 
Joseph  Bennyhoff. 
Jonathan  Hatrick. 
George  Orr. 
William  Rutman, 
Henry  Siegfried. 
Henry  Smith, 
Henry  Zellner. 


Thirty-fourth  Regiment  Pennsylvania  Volun- 
teers.— Companies  F,  A,  and  G  of  this  regiment, 
which  served  during  the  emergency  in  June  and  July, 
1863,  were  from  Carbon  County. 

Field  and  Staff. 
Charles  Albright,  col. 

Company  F. 

James  Thomas,  capt. ;  Thomas  Musselman,  1st  lieut. ;  Amos  Riegel,  2d 

lieut.;  Samuel  Wolle,  Ist  sergt.;  John  Hoff",  2d  sergt.;  Davis, 

3d  sergt. ;  Peter  Eberts,  4th  sergt.;  Josiah  Musselman,  5th  sergt; 
Trout,  Charles  Bowman,  Charles  Seidel,  Adam  Berlin,  F.  Pet- 
tit,  W.  B.  Anthony,  R.  Pfeiffer,  Harrison  Kungle,  corps.;  Charles 
McDaniel,  Edward  Mulharn,  musicians. 


C.  W.  Anthony. 
Emil  Aahner. 
J.  H.  Arner. 
H.  Buck. 

D.  Buck. 
W.  Buck. 
W.  Ban  ford. 

Bloss. 

Bel  ford. 

John  Beltz. 
Daniel  Billman. 
Charles  Brey. 

Beaver, 

Charles  Bobst. 
Granville  Clouse. 
Gideon  Cunfer. 

Delaney. 

Levi  Fritzinger. 
C.  Fertwangler. 
William  Foulke. 
Owen  Graver. 
James  Kressley. 
F.  W.  Kast. 
Willoughby  Leinbach. 
James  Moore. 

Levi  Ott. 
Henry  Peters. 
Christian  Rasp. 
Nathan  Reinsmith. 
Boas  Remaley. 

Strohl. 

Shaeffer. 

Charles  Settler. 
■  Swab, 


David  Gastin. 
Joseph  Hunsicker. 
Daniel  Hoppes. 
Nathan  Trine. 
William  Shoenberger. 
Christian  Henry. 
George  Dunlap. 
Samuel  Eberts. 
William  Eberts. 
David  Eberts. 

Fitzpatrick. 

William  Grow. 
David  Henry. 
John  Kuehner. 
William  Kocher. 
John  Lyons. 
Jacob  Mattern. 
J.  Pettit. 
G.  Pettit. 

• Rupp. 

Remaley. 

Saunder. 

John  Snyder. 
Lewis  Semuel. 
Thomas  Strouse. 
Harrison  Trainer. 
Frederick  Hosier. 
George  Hand. 
John  Hill. 
John  Wertley. 
John  Weaver. 
Owen  Ziegler. 
Henry  Christian. 


Company  A. 


Jacob  Smith,  capt. ;  James  Donelly,  Ist  lieut. ;  W,  H.  Eberly,  2d  lieut. ; 
Oliver  Breneiser,  sergt.-maj.;  Josiah  W.  McCrea,  Ist  sergt.;  S.  F. 
Collins,  sergt.;  Cameron  Cool,  sergt.;  Edward  Hank,  sergt.;  T. 
Frank  Walter,  sergt. ;  Nathan  Tubbs,  corp. ;  J.  Wagenmeyer,  corp. ; 
Thomas  H.  Ratcliff,  corp. ;  Ezra  B.  Ely,  corp ;  C.  W.  Hamman,  corp. ; 
John  Sterling,  corp.;  David  H.  Butz,  corp.;  Charles  E.  Amadon, 
Corp.;  Edward  D.  Horn,  musician;  Ed.  Remmel,  musician. 
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A.  C.  Angle. 
Valentine  Armbruster, 
John  Brobst. 
J.  Baum. 
Robert  B.  Butler. 
Lewis  Beera. 
George  Lance. 
Charles  Long, 
Charles  Leibenguth. 
Obediah  Barto. 
Amos  Butler. 
J.  K.  Beer. 
Thomas  Bennett. 
Isaac  Collins. 
Patrick  Corcoran. 
Alexander  Cole. 
John  Dink. 
C.  E.  Leisenring. 
A.  H.  Lockhart. 
L.  E.  Mehan. 
Philip  Miller. 
Joseph  Madara. 
Frank  Neith. 
Henry  Derbyshire. 

C.  S.  Eberle. 

George  W.  Esser. 
Fritz  Ehman. 
John  Gilbreath. 
Henry  Glace. 
Marshall  Hutchinson. 
John  Horn. 
William  Harlan. 
Alexander  Johnson. 
William  Kunkle. 
Henry  Keieer. 
George  Rose. 
William  Sandhaus. 
George  Sprowle. 

Company  G. 
Samuel  Harleman,  capt. ;  Sharon  McNair,  Ist  lieut. 


A.  J.  Smith. 
Abraham  Strouss. 
John  Swartwood. 
William  Seip. 
Thomas  Ulmstead. 
Asa  Vanneman. 
Thomtis  Wochter. 
William  S.  Warner. 
James  Warner. 
Samuel  Moore. 
William  Merrick. 
John  A.  Myer. 
Jacob  Meyers. 
J.  W.  Oliver. 
Andrew  Deibert. 
Edwin  Enbody. 
William  A.  Ebert. 
John  Gillman. 
N.  M.  Grover. 
James  Gaddea. 
William  F.  Heilman. 
James  Holmes. 
Edward  Hyndman. 
Wilson  Kistler. 
John  Knebler. 
Joseph  Kramer. 
E.  K.  Siewers. 
William  R.  Snyder. 
P.  G.  Smith. 
Adam  Seifert. 
Henry  Sohl, 
Christian  Stem. 
A.  H.  Tobias. 
Lewis  R.  Unger, 
James  Valentine. 
Edmund  Warner. 
J.  S.  Wildoner. 


John  Brenan. 
Nathan  Buck. 
Frederick  Blank. 
Lewis  Drombor. 
Edward  Dodson. 
William  Miller. 
A.  Roth. 
L.  Roth. 
Frank  Sowers. 
Gotlieb  Smith. 
Samuel  Shelnomer. 
Smith  Gormly. 
Eli  Gorman. 
William  Hittler. 
John  Kishboch. 
Daniel  Kuehner. 
Jacob  Kisthard. 
Noah  Moyer. 
William  Sitzer. 
William  Stevenson. 
Adam  Strohl. 
L.  Trescolt. 
Hester  Taony. 
G.  West. 
Samuel  Weeks. 


Jeremiah  Brown, 
John  Coffee. 
William  ConiDgham. 
J.  F.  Davis. 
Jonathan  Eck. 
Amos  Minich. 
Baltzer  Ratz. 
John  B.  Smith. 
Jacob  Severson. 
James  Fagan. 
Frank  Eck. 
Aaron  Keubler. 
Jacob  Keller. 
Peter  Kline. 
Oliver  Kurt. 
M.  Karrichner, 
Henry  Leadenham. 
William  Stockley. 
Lewis  W.  SallD. 
Lee  Stiles. 
J.  W.  Smith. 
Samuel  Tanny. 
Charles  Williams. 
James  Watts. 
Nathan  Zoll. 


MisoeUaneoua. 
Company  C,  183d  Regibient  P.  V. 
Samuel  Hawk,  2d  lieut.,  re-enl.  Dec.  11,  1863,  as  1st  sergt. ;  pro.  to  2d 
lieut.  April  16, 1864 ;  wounded  in  front  of  Petersburg  June  16, 1864  ■ 
disch.  July  3, 1865. 
Edward  Hawk,  sergt.,  re-enl.  Dec.  11, 1863;  disch.  July  3, 1865. 


Company  H,  Sth  U.  S.  Infantry. 
George  Helshaw,  enl.  in  1861;  killed  September,  1863. 

Company  D,  4th  Regiment  Vetekan  Reserves. 
Michael  Smith,  enl.  in  1861 ;  died  Aug.  30, 1863. 

Company  E,  96th  Regiment  P.  V. 
Charles  Schaedel,  enl.  in  ISfil ;  died  July  2, 1864. 

Battery  D,  5th  U.  8  Artillery. 
David  Williams.  William  Warlow. 

Company  H,  98th  Regiment  P.  V. 
Charles  Folkmer,  enl.  in  1861 ;  died  May  7, 1864. 

Company  A,  96th  Regiment  P.  V. 
Alexander  Rodgers,  enl.  in  1861 ;  died  in  service. 

Company  I,  47th  Regiment  P.  V. 
Jonaa  Snyder. 

Company  E,  47th  Regiment  P.  V. 
William  Deterline,  enl.  in  1861 ;  served  three  years. 

116th  Regiment  Vet.  P.  V. 
Frederick  Hosier,  enl.  in  1864;  served  to  the  end  of  the  war. 
Jamea  Kressly,  enl.  in  1864;  served  to  the  end  of  the  war. 
Lewis  Steigerwalt,  enl.  in  1864 ;  served  to  the  end  of  the  war. 

48th  Regiment  Vet.  P.  V. 
Edward  R.  West,  enl.  in  1861 ;  re-enl.  in  1863,  and  served  to  the  end  of 
the  war. 

1st  Nrvf  Jersey  Volunteers. 
John  Warner,  enl.  in  1861 ;  served  to  the  end  of  the  war. 

Company  I,  118th  Regiment  P.  V. 
Robert   Enbody,  enl.  Nov.  17,   1863;   taken   prisoner   at  Cold   Harbor 
June  2,  1864;  in  prison  at  Andersonville  to  Dec.  10,  1864;  disch. 
May  1, 1865. 

Company  A,  68th  Regiment  New  Jersey  Vol. 
Joseph  Beckhardt,  enl.  Aug.  19, 1863;  served  to  the  end  of  the  war. 

Company  G,  68th  Regiment  New  York  Vol. 
James  Patterson,  enl.  in  1864;  killed  at  the  battle  of  the  Wilderness 
May  3, 1864. 

Company  A,  109th  Regiment  P.  \. 
Daniel  Davidson,  died  in  service. 

Company  F,  148th  Regiment  P.  V. 
John  Wells,  killed  in  battle. 


Company  C,  50th  Regiment  P.  V. 


Richard  Fahl. 


Company  C,  6th  Pennsylvania  Cavalry. 
Charles  Boyle,  enl.  in  1861 ;   killed  at  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg  July 
5,  1863. 

201st  Regiment  P.  V. 
John  Horn,  enl.  in  February,  1865;  disch.  at  the  close  of  the  war. 

6th  Regiment  Pfnnsylvania  Cavalry. 
Jacob  Ginder,  enl.  March  7,   1865,  luvving  served  three  vears  in  the 
Slat  Regt.  P.  V. 

Frank  Neith,  enl.  March  7, 1865 ;  served  to  the  end  of  the  war. 

129TJI  Regimknt  p.  V. 
William  Ormrod,  enl.  August,  1862  ;  served  nine  months. 
Edward  F.  Luckenbach,  enl.  August,  18G2  ;  served  nine  montlis. 

7%D  Regiment  P.  V. 

Henry  F.  Brown,  enl.  in  1861;  honorably  disch.  in  1863,  on  account  of 

disability. 

73d  Regiment  P.  V. 
Jerome  Wehley,  enl.  in  1861;  appointed  chief  bugler;  disch.  by  order 

of  the  War  Department  in  1862. 

Company  C,  35th  New  Jersey  Vol. 
James  Derbyshire,  enl.  October,  1864  ;  served  to  the  end  of  the  war. 
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Company  A,  10th  New  Jersey  Vol. 
George  McIntOBh,  enl.  1864;  captured  at  the  battle  of  the  Wilderness 
May  3, 1864;  disch.  at  the  end  of  the  war. 

Company  I,  199th  Regiment  P.  V. 
Joseph  Eshmaii,  enl.  Aug.  16, 1864 ;  served  to  the  end  of  the  war. 
Joseph  KooQS,  eul.  Aug.  16, 1864;  served  to  the  end  of  the  war. 
■William  Paltzgrove,  enl.  Aug.  16,  1864  ;  served  to  the  end  of  the  war. 
Reuben  Schnell,  enl.  Aug.  16, 1864 ;  served  to  the  end  of  the  war. 

Company  G,  47tii  Rkgiment  P.  V. 
Timothy  Deterline,  enl.  in  1864  ;  served  totlje  end  of  the  war. 
Malric  Faust,  enl,  in  1864  ;  served  to  the  end  of  the  war. 
John  Graver  (Co.  B),  enl.  in  1864 ;  served  to  the  end  of  the  war. 

3d  New  Jersey  Cavalry. 
Charles  Buel,  enl.  in  1864  ;  served  to  the  end  of  the  war. 

Company  K,  54th  Regiment  P.  V. 
GJeorge  Rehig,  enl.  Fob.  15, 1864. 

Company  B,  11th  Regiment  P.  V. 
George  E.  A.  Clark,  enl.  Aug.  19, 1861;  re-enl.  Nov.  1,  1863;  trans,  to 
Co.  C,  188th  Regt.  P.  V.,  May  4, 1864,  and  served  to  the  end  of  the 
war. 

Company  C,  188th  Regiment  P.  Y. 
Joel  Beers,  enl.  in  1864;  served  to  the  end  of  the  war. 

Company  H,  209th  Regiment  P.  V. 
Jonathan  Klotz,  enl.  in  1864 ;  wounded  in  front  of  Petersburg  March 
25, 1865  ;  died  of  his  wounds  three  days  later. 

Navy. 
Charles  Cooper,  entered  service  as  an  assistant  engineer ;  served  to  the 

end  of  the  war. 
Nathan  Faga,  seaman,  served  to  the  end  of  the  war. 


CHAPTER    IX. 

THE    CARBON    COUNTY  AGRICULTURAL  SOCIETY. 

That  people  possessing  comparatively  poor  natural 
advantages  may  sometimes  succeed  most  admirably  is 
well  illustrated  in  the  fact  that  the  farmers  of  Carbon 
County  have  for  a  quarter  of  a  century  maintained 
an  agricultural  society  which  compares  very  favorably 
with  those  of  many  counties  which  are  better  favored 
in  soil  and  topography.  It  seems  to  be  almost  invari- 
ably the  rule  that  nature  does  not  in  one  and  the 
same  locality  enrich  the  miner  and  the  husbandman. 
But  here,  especially  in  the  southern  portion  of  Carbon 
County,  midway  between  the  coal  mountains  to  the 
northward  and  the  iron  lands  of  Lehigh  County,  the 
tillers  of  the  soil  have  made  the  most  of  their  arable 
lands,  and  attained  results  of  which  they  may  well 
be  proud.  The  region  contains  some  exceedingly  fine 
farms,  carried  on  by  men  of  progressive  spirit  who 
take  a  deep  and  intelligent  interest  in  agriculture. 
That  the  people  of  the  county  who  follow  farming 
have  made  the  most  of  their  opportunities,  and  have 
possessed  a  spirit  of  enterprise,  is  fully  evidenced  by 
the  organization  and  healthful  existence  of  the  society 
to  which  we  devote  this  brief  chapter. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  Carbon  County  Agricul- 
tural Society  was  held  Aug.  7,  1858,  at  which  time  the 
following  officers  were  elected,  viz. :  President,  John 
G.  Kemerer,  of  Mahoning;  Vice-Presidents,  Andrew 
Graver,  of  Franklin,  William  Rehrig,  of  Mahoning; 


Secretary,  Thomns  L.  Foster,  of  East  Mauch  Chunk  ; 
Corresponding  Secretary,  E.  H.  Rauch,  of  Mauch 
Chunk ;  Treasurer,  Joseph  Obert,  of  Lehighton.  A 
committee  was  appointed  to  draft  and  report  a  consti- 
tution and  by-laws,  consisting  of  Maj.  Robert  Klotz, 
Thomas  L.  Foster,  W.  O.  Struthers,  Thomas  S.  Beck, 
Amos  Riegel,  Jacob  Andreas,  Rev.  C.  G.  Eichenberg, 
and  Lewis  Haney.  At  the  same  time  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  solicit  membership,  consisting  of  Thomas 
Kemerer,  Charles  S.  German,  John  Craig,  Peter 
Hartz,  Tilghman  Arner,  and  Col.  John  Lentz.  One 
week  after  the  first  meeting  another  was  held,  at  which 
the  constitution  and  by-laws  were  adopted.  Three 
weeks  after  the  organization  of  the  society  the  com- 
mittee appointed  to  solicit  signers  of  the  constitution 
reported  that  eighty-seven  persons  had  become  mem- 
bers. On  the  same  occasion  that  this  report  was  made 
itwas  resolved  to  hold  an  agricultural  and  mechanical 
fair  at  Lehighton  or  Weissport,  to  continue  three  days 
from  the  third  Tuesday  in  October,  1858,  and  Col. 
John  Lentz,  Thomas  Kemmerer,  John  Craig,  Joseph 
Obert,  and  Andrew  Graver  were  appointed  as  a  com- 
mittee to  procure,  grade,  and  otherwise  prepare 
grounds,  and  erect  stalls,  sheds,  canvas  inclosures,  etc. 
A  committee  was  also  appointed  to  prepare  a  premium 
list,  consisting  of  Charles  G.  Bauer,  William  Kem- 
merer, E.  H.  Rauch,  Thomas  S.  Beck,  and  George  H. 
Davis.  The  society  made  a  very  modest  start,  limiting 
the  total  amount  of  premiums  to  be  offered  to  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  dollars. 

At  a  meeting  held  September  10th  the  committee 
appointed  to  secure  and  prepare  grounds  reported 
that  they  had  selected  Lehighton  as  the  location,  and 
commenced  operations  for  their  preparation.  Perma- 
nent officers  were  now  elected,  as  follows:  President, 
Col.  John  Lentz  (one  vice-president  from  each  elec- 
tion district) ;  Secretary,  William  Kemmerer;  Treas- 
urer, Thomas  Kemmerer.  Preparations  for  the  fair 
were  continued,  and  it  was  held  successfully.  In 
January,  1859,  the  society  was  incorporated  by  action 
of  the  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions  of  Carbon  County. 
On  the  14th  of  the  month  the  second  annual  meeting 
was  held,  and  the  following  officers  elected  for  the 
year,  viz.:  President,  John  Lentz;  Secretary,  Wil- 
liam Kemmerer  ;  Treasurer,  Thomas  Kemmerer. 

From  this  time  on  the  principal  officers  elected  were 
as  follows : 

1860-61. — President,  Amos  Riegel ;  Secretary,  Wil- 
liam Kemmerer ;  Treasurer,  Thomas  Kemmerer. 
1862-63. — President,   Charles   Meendsen  ;   Secretary, 

E.  Bauer;  Treasurer,  Thomas  Kemerer. 
1864. — President,  Leonard   Yeager ;   Secretary,  Wil- 
liam Kemmerer  ;  Treasurer,  Thomas  Kemmerer. 
1865-67. — President,    John    Lentz  ;    Secretary,   Joel 

Rex  ;  Treasurer,  Thomas  Kemmerer. 
1868-70. — President,   John    Lentz ;    Secretary,    Joel 

Rex;  Treasurer,  Joseph  Obert. 
1871. — President,  Thomas  Koons;   Secretary,  Z.  M. 
Long  ;  Treasurer,  Joseph  Obert. 
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1872. — Same,  "with  exceplion  of  treasurer,  who  was  E. 

H.  Snyder. 
1873.— President,  Gen.  William  Lilly  ;  Secretary,  N. 
B.  Reben  ;  Treasurer,  E.  H.  Snyder.     (The  presi- 
dent and  secretary  resigned,  and  Peter  Laux  was 
then  elected  to  the  former  office,  and  W.  C.  Fred- 
eric to  the  latter.) 
1874.— President,  Peter  Laux  ;  Secretary,  W.  C.  Fred- 
eric; Treasurer,  E.  H.  Snyder. 
1875. — President,  Thomas  Koons  ;    Secretary,  T.  S. 
Beck ;  Treasurer,  T.  D.  Clauss. 
The  society  had  improved  the  grounds  which  it  had 
purchased,  erected  an  exhibition-building,  a  ticket- 
office,  sheds,  stalls,  fences;  constructed  a  good  race- 
track, and  held  successful  fairs  upon  those  grounds 
annually  until  1870,  for  all  of  which  the  energetic 
men  who  effected  and  maintained  the  organization 
are  entitled  to  great  credit.     In  1870  the  town  au- 
thorities of   Lehighton   desiring   that    the    grounds 
should  be  vacated  that  streets  might  be  extended, 
the  society  took  action  to  sell  their  old  property  and 
buy  new.     Their  purchase  being  effected,  they  built 
larger  and  more  substantial  buildings  than  they  had 
before  used,  and  thereby  incurred  considerable  of  an 
indebtedness.     Fairs  were  held  on  the  new  grounds, 
but  not  with  the  success  that  attended  former  exhi- 
bitions, and  the  result  was  that  the  society  was  un- 
able to  discharge  its   indebtedness,  and   in   March, 
1876,  the  grounds  were  sold  on  the  foreclosure  of  a 
mortgage. 

This  led  to  the  formation  of  a  new  society.  On 
March  20,  1876,  a  meeting  was  called  by  some  of  the 
older  members  of  the  defunct  society  and  other  citi- 
zens of  Lehighton  and  the  surrounding  country,  to 
take  into  consideration  the  purchase  of  the  grounds 
and  the  organization  of  a  new  society.  The  purchase 
was  duly  made,  and  the  Carbon  County  Industrial 
Society  came  into  existence  as  the  successor  of  the 
Agricultural  Society.  It  was  in  a  large  measure  com- 
posed of  the  same  men  who  had  been  the  leading 
spirits  in  the  former  organization,  and  in  objects  and 
methods  was  patterned  upon  the  society  which  it 
supplanted.  The  Carbon  County  Industrial  Society 
was  incorporated  June  3,  1875,  its  first  officers  being : 
President,  Thomas  Koons ;  Secretary,  W.  M.  Rapsher ; 
Treasurer,  A.  G.  Dollenmayer ;  Directors,  J.  A.  Horn, 
James  Sweeney,  A.  G.  Dollenmayer,  Thomas  Mantz, 
David  O'Brian,  T.  D.  Clauss,  and  C.  H.  Seidel. 
There  was  no  delay  in  perfecting  arrangements  for 
the  holding  of  a  fair  the  same  season,  and  thus  there 
was  no  interval  allowed  to  occur  in  these  beneficial 
exhibitions,  which  were  commenced  in  1868. 

The  officers  of  the  Carbon  County  Industrial  Society 
for  the  years  since  1875  have  been  as  follows : 

1876. — President,  Thomas  Koons;  Secretary,  W. 
M.  Rapsher;  Treasurer,  A.  G.  Dollenmayer;  Di- 
rectors, J.  A.  Horn,  Henry  Beineman,  A.  G.  Dollen- 
mayer, Thomas  Mantz,  C.  H.  Seidel,  William  Wagner, 
and  Max  Schweibnitz. 


1877.— President,  J.  A.  Horn;  Secretary,  W.  M. 
Rapsher;  Treasurer,  A.  G.  Dollenmayer;  Directors, 
William  Wagner,  William  Horn,  F.  P.  Semmel, 
Charles  Seifert,  Max  Schweibnitz,  Thomas  Koons, 
Edwin  Lensinger. 

1878.— President,  J.  A.  Horn;  Secretary,  W.  M. 
Rapsher.;  Treasurer,  T.  D.  Clauss ;  Geologist,  Elwen 
Bauer;  Librarian,  Max  Schweibnitz;  Chemist,  G.  A. 
Frey;  Directors,  Alfred  Whitting,  Thomas  Koons, 
Elwen  Bauer,  Charles  Seifert,  Henry  Beineman,  Max 
Schweibnitz,  Thomas  Mantz. 

1879-80.— President,  J.  C.  Kreamer;  Secretary,  W. 
M.  Rapsher;  Treasurer,  J.  A.  Horn  ;  Geologist,  Elwen 
Bauer;  Librarian,  Max  Schweibnitz;  Chemist,  G.  A. 
Frey;  Directors,  Thomas  Mantz,  N.  G.  Rex,  Thomas 
Koons,  Elwen  Bauer,  Lewis  Armbruster,  Charles 
Seifert,  G.  A.  Frey. 

1881.— President,  E.  H.  Snyder;  Secretary,  Elwen 
Bauer ;  Treasurer,  J.  A.  Horn ;  Geologist,  Lewis 
Armbruster;  Librarian,  Max  Schweibnitz ;  Chemist, 
G.  A.  Frey;  Directors,  Thomas  Mantz,  N.  G.  Rex, 
Thomas  Koons,  Elwen  Bauer,  Edwin  Sensinger, 
Charles  Seifert,  G.  A.  Frey. 

1882-83.— President,  E.  H.  Snyder;  Secretary, 
Elwen  Bauer ;  Treasurer,  Valentine  Schwartz ;  Geolo- 
gist, Lewis  Armbruster ;  Librarian,  Max  Schweibnitz ; 
Chemist,  G.  A.  Frey ;  Directors,  J.  C.  Kraemer,  J.  T. 
McDaniel,  David  Ebbert,  N.  G.  Rex,  Thomas  Mantz, 
Henry  Beineman,  George  Kemerer. 


CHAPTER   X. 

SKETCH    OF    THE    GEOLOGY    OF'  CARBON    COUNTY.' 

Caebon  Cousty  lies  in  the  centre  of  the  eastern 
part  of  the  State.  The  exact  geodetic  position  of  any 
point  within  its  boundary  has  never  been  instrument- 
ally  determined.  The  intersection  of  the  Switch- 
back Railroad  with  Centre  Street,  in  Mauch  Chunk, 
is  12.66  miles  north  and  23.91  miles  east  of  Pottsville 
court-house,  whose  latitude  is  40  degrees  41  minutes 
10  seconds,  and  longitude,  east  of  Washington,  is  51 
minutes  10.6  seconds,  as  determined  by  the  Geological 
Survey. 

Situated  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  Appalachian 
Mountain  belt,  its  topography  is  varied  and  rugged. 
Although  its  mountains  rise  only  to  heights  varying 
from  six  hundred  to  thirteen  hundred  feet  (more  or 
less)  above  the  bottoms  of  the  valleys,  their  steep, 
precipitous  slopes,  carved  into  irregular  shapes  by  the 
erosion  of  the  surface,  lend  a  wild  and  picturesque 
appearance  to  its  features,  which  have  caused  the  re- 
gion to  be  called  the  "  Switzerland  of  America."     Its 


">  By  Charles  A.  Ashburnor,  M.S.,  lieologist  in  Cliargo  of  the  Survey 
of  the  AntluHcite  Coal-fiekle. 
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mountains  are  but  hundreds  of  feet  high,  where  many 
in  the  Western  States  are  tliousands,  yet  their  geolog- 
ical history  tells  us  that  what  was  at  first  a  vast  plain, 
as  level  as  the  interior  prairies,  and  which  were  im- 
mediately underlaid  by  the  horizontal  rocks  of  the 
Palaeozoic  Era,  were  mountains  several  thousands  of 
feet  high,  after  the  Appalachian  uplift  took  place, 
which  threw  the  strata  into  the  plications  now  ex- 
hibited by  the  rocks  exposed  along  the  anticlinals 
and  synclinals. 

All  the  rocks  outcropping  in  the  county  are  strati- 
fied, and  were  deposited  during  the  Palaeozoic  Era. 
The  names  of  the  periods  and  epochs  under  which 
they  have  been  grouped,  with  their  accompanying 
thicknesses  as  determined  by  the  Geological  Survey, 
are  exhibited  in  the  following  table  : 

PALJiOZOIC   ERA. 
I.  Carboniferous  Period. 

XITI.  Productive  Coal  MeaBUres 975 

Xir.  Pottsville  Conglomerate  (Serai,  Millstone  Grit) 880 

XI.  .MaucVi  Chunk  Bed  Shale  (Umbral) 2170 

X.  Pocono  Sandstone  and  Conglomerate  (Vespertime) 1255 

II.  Devonian  Period. 

IX.  Catskill  Sandstone  (Ponent) 7145 

Chemung  Shales  and  Sandstones,  f  vergent  \ 1290 

f  -)  290 

Cadout    )- 760 

1  800 


Tin.  ■( 


[Post-Meridian  t.... Absent. 
340 


Portage  Shales  and  Flags, 
Genesee  Slates  and  Shales, 
Hamilton  Sandstones  and  Flags, 
Marcellus  Shales  and  Slates, 
Upper  Helderberg  Limestone, 
Candi  Gain  and  Schoharie  Grits, 
VII.  Oriskany  Sandstone  (Meridian) 

III.  Upper  Silurian  Period. 

„j    f  Lower  Helderberg  Limestones  and  Shales  (Pre-Meridian)  1    295 

t  Onondaga  Shales  (Scalent),  J 

V.  Clinton  Bed  and  Gray  Shales  (Surgent) 2000 

■r-y-    f  Medina  Sandstones,  /Levant    1 ^^^ 

I  Oneida  Sandstones  and  CJonglomerates,   I  J  460 

IV.  Lower  Silurian  Period. 

TIT    /Hudson  Eiver  Slates   f  J,, jjii^,  )  f    Not  exposed 

*  *■  I  Utica  Slates  1  J  j        i„  Carbon 


II.  Trenton  and  Calciferous'Limeston'es  (Auroral).    1 
I.  Potsdam  Sandstone  (Primal).  I, 


County. 


The  numbers  assigned  to  the  epochs  or  formations 
are  those  which  were  adopted  by  the  First  Penn- 
sylvania Survey.  The  geographical  names  were  first 
proposed  by  the  New  York  Geological  Survey,  and 
have  DOW  been  generally  adopted  in  Pennsylvania. 
The  New  York  series  of  names,  however,  ended  with 
the  Catskill,  and  the  names  Pocono,  Mauch  Chunk, 
and  Pottsville  were  first  proposed  by  Professor  Lesley 
in  1875.  Those  in  brackets  were  suggested  by  Pro- 
fessor H.  D.  P>,ogers,  but  have  never  been  generally 
adopted  by  geologists. 

The  thicknesses  of  the  formations  above  and  in- 
cluding the  Genesee  were  measured  by  Mr.  A.  Wius- 
low,  of  the  Anthracite  Survey  ;  those  below,  with  the 
exception  of  No.  IV.,  by  Professor  I.  C.  White;  and 
those  of  the  Medina  and  Oneida  Sandstones  (No.  IV.) 
by  Dr.  H.  M.  Chance.  The  total  thickness  of  nine- 
teen thousand  three  hundred  and  twenty-five  feet  in 
this  section  includes  all  the  rocks  which  outcrop  in 
Carbon  County  between  Lansford  and  Lehigh  Gap. 
To  this  section  will  have  to  be  added  about  six  thou- 
sand feet  for  the  slates  of  No.  111.,  along  the  south  side 
of  Kittatinny  Mountain,  and  possibly  two  thousand 


feet  for  the  limestones  of  No.  II.,  seen  at  Easton  and 
Allentown,  making  a  total  thickness  for  the  Palseozoic 
rocks'  in  this  part  of  the  State  of  twenty-seven  thousand 
feet  (more  or  less). 

Coal  Measures  (No.  XIII.)  and  Pottsville  Con- 
glomerate (No.  XII.).— The  most  interesting  and 
commercially  valuable  geological  formation  in  Carbon 
County  is  that  which  contains  its  coal-beds,  known  as 
the  Productive  Coal  Measures,  which,  with  the  under- 
lying Pottsville  Conglomerate  No.  XII.,  constitute  the 
Carboniferous  Period. 

The  highest  geological  stratum,  or  that  which  in 
Carbon  County  was  deposited  at  the  latest  period  in 
the  world's  history,  is  to  be  found  in  the  Lansford 
synclinal,  which  is  one  of  the  subordinate  basins  in 
the  main  Panther  Creek  synclinal,  and  three  hundred 
to  four  hundred  feet  south  of  the  railroad,  between 
Lansford  Station  and  Breaker  No.  9  of  the  Lehigh 
Coal  and  Navigation  Company. 

A  general  section  of  the  coal  measures,  as  proved  by 
the  Lansford  Eailroad  tunnel  and  the  tunnel  (No. 
6)  at  Colliery  No.  6,  exhibits  the  following  stratifica- 
tion : 

Feet. 

Shales,  slates,  and  sandstones 300 

Goal-bed 1 

Slate 66 

Sandstone ^^ 

Coal * 

Sandstone "^ 

"G"  coal-bed ° 

Sandstone. ^d 


Couglomerate.. 


66 


Sandstone ^} 

Slate }l 

"F"  coal-bed,  Bed-Ash, or  Primrose To 

Sandstone ^ 

Coal-bed '' 

Slate °if 

Coal-bed 1 

Sandstones <>? 

Coal-bed ^ 

Conglomerate ;J^ 

Sandstone -  ^^ 

Slate J. 

Sandstone ~ 

Mammoth  coal-bed,  or  B,  D,  and  Cross-cut 00 

Sandstone  and  slate 29 

Coal-bed ^ 

Slate  and  sandstone ^* 

Buck  Mountain  coal-bed ^ 

Sandstone  and  couglomerate 40 

Coal-bed J 

Sandstone  and  couglomerate ^° 

Coal-bed } 

Conglomerate  and  sandstone "o 

Total  thickness l'*S5 

There  are  three  separate  coal  areas  in  the  county,  as 
follows:  The  eastern  end  of  the  Panther  Creek  basin 
in  Mauch  Chunk  township,  the  southern,  eastern,  and 
greater  portion  of  the  Beaver  Meadow  basin  in  Banks 
and  Lausanne  townships,  and  a  very  small  portion  of 
the  Silver  Brook  basin  in  Packer  township.  The  first, 
for  which  I  have  given  the  above  section,  is  the  most 
important  historically,  since  coal  was  first  shipped 
from  here  to  market,  and  more  important  economi- 
cally, because  it  contains  the  greatest  amount  of  coal. 
The  Second  Geological  Survey  has  made  no  examina- 
tion in  either  the  Beaver  Meadow  or  Silver  Brook 
basins,  so  that  it  is  not  possible  for  me  to  give  any 

1  Nothing  is  definitely  known  as  to  the  thickness  of  No.  I.  in  this 
part  of  the  State. 
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new  or  original  facts  in  relation  to  these  fields.  A  de- 
tailed description  is  given  by  Professor  Rogers  ("  Final 
Report,''  vol.  ii.  p.  244)  of  the  Beaver  Meadow  basin. 
It  contains  a  general  description  of  the  structure  of 
the  synclinal,  which  in  the  main  lias  been  verified  by 
recent  developments.  Explorations  have  only  been 
commenced  in  the  coal-beds  of  the  Silver  Brook 
basin  within  the  last  year.  The  area  of  this  basin  in 
Carbon  County  is  so  small  that  it  is  not  worthy  of 
mention.  In  fact,  I  do  not  feel  assured  that  any  work- 
able coals  extend  over  the  county  line  into  Packer 
township,  although  maps  recently  constructed  show 
that  they  do. 

The  Mammoth  bed  coal  was  first  accidentally  dis- 
covered on  the  site  of  the  Summit  Hill  quarry,  ou  the 
south  rim  of  the  Panther  Creek  basin,  in  1791.  Land 
was  purchased  here  from  J.  Weiss,  and  the  "Lehigh 
Coal-Mine  Company"  was  organized  in  1793.  Coal 
was  not,  however,  shipped  from  here  until  1814,  when 
twenty  tons  were  conveyed  down  the  Lehigh  and 
Delaware  Rivers,  at  great  cost,  to  Philadelphia,  being 
preceded  two  years  (1812)  by  several  wagon-loads  from 
the  head-waters  of  the  Schuylkill.  The  first  ship- 
ment of  any  considerable  size  (three  hundred  and 
sixty-five  tons)  was  made  by  the  Lehigh  Coal  and 
Navigation  Company  during  the  year  1820.  This 
same  company  now  operates  all  the  collieries  between 
Mauch  Chunk  and  Tamaqua,  having  produced  in  the 
aggregate,  up  to  Jan.  1, 1883,  24,817,361  tons.  Of  this 
product  ninety  per  cent,  has  been  taken  from  the  Mam- 
moth bed,  over  nine  per  cent,  from  the  Red- Ash  or  F 
bed,  and  less  than  one  per  cent,  from  all  other  beds. 

The  Mammoth  bed  varies  very  much  in  thickness, 
in  the  number  of  separate  benches  of  coal  which  it 
contains,  and  the  amount  of  slate  and  poor  coal  which 
is  included  between  the  good  coal  benches  or  layers. 
Half  a  mile  west  of  Summit  Hill  village,  where  the 
coal  was  first  quarried  in  a  surface  cutting  in  1792,  the 
bed  is  about  fifty  feet  thick ;  at  one  point,  where  a 
very  careful  measurement  was  made,  the  bed  was  com- 
posed of  twenty-one  separate  benches  of  coal,  having 
an  aggregate  thickness  of  forty  feet  three  inches,  which 
were  separated  by  twenty  layers  of  slate  with  a  total 
thickness  of  twelve  feet  ten  inches.  The  average 
thickness  of  the  bed  east  of  Nesquehoning  Colliery 
is  estimated  to  be  twenty-nine  feet,  with  twenty- 
three  feet  of  merchantable  coal,  and  west  of  Rhume 
Run  to  the  county  line  fifty-five  feet,  with  only  twenty- 
seven  feet  of  coal.  In  the  former  area  the  Red-Ash 
bed  averages  thirteen  feet  thick,  with  nine  feet  of  coal, 
and  in  the  latter  area  nine  feet,  with  five  feet  of  coal. 
I  have  made  a  number  of  careful  estimates,  from 
more  detailed  data  given  in  the  "  First  Report  of  Prog- 
ress of  the  Anthracite  Survey,"  of  the  amount  of 
merchantable  coal  originally  contained  in  the  Panther 
Creek  basin  within  the  limits  of  Carbon  County,  the 
original  contents  of  the  area  which  had  been  mined 
over  up  to  Jan.  1, 1883,  the  number  of  tons  which  had 
been  removed  or  mined  out,  and  the  number  of  tons 


which  remained  untouched  for  future  mining.  These 
estimates  are  shown  in  the  following  table,  and  reveal 
the  fact  that  86.5  per  cent,  of  all  the  coal  originally 
contained  in  this  basin  in  Carbon  County  remained 
untouched  Jan.  1,  1888. 


Mammoth  bed 

F  or  Red-Ash  bed.. 
All  other  beds 


Originally 
CoDtained. 


Tons. 
293,000,000 
60,000,000 
128,000,000 


Coal 
Mined 


Tom. 

66,943,000 

6,178,000 

672,000 


Totals '   463,000,000     62,693,000    37,438,000     400,307,000 


Contents 
of  Area 
Mined. 


Tone. 
33,718,000 
3,403,000 
317,000 


Contents  of 
Area  Un- 
touched. 


Tom. 
236,067,000 
44,822,000 
119,428,000 


In  these  estimates  I  have  included  the  Hackle- 
barney,  Nesquehoning,  Nos.  4,  5,  6,  7,  and  9,  and 
Summit  Hill  collieries;  that  portion  of  the  latter  col- 
liery extending  over  the  county  line  into  Schuylkill 
being  taken  as  equivalent  to  that  portion  of  the  mine 
workings  of  Colliery  No.  8,  in  Carbon  County,  which 
latter,  in  consequence,  has  been  disregarded. 

The  economy  of  mining  in  this  basin  is  illustrated 
by  the  following  facts,  which  apply  to  the  history  of 
the  Panther  Creek  basin  since  1820.  Estimates  for 
the  past  three  years  show  that  from  ten  to  fifteen  per 
cent,  more  coal  has  been  taken  out  than  formerly : 

Percentage  Percentage 

taken  out.  left  in. 

Hacklebarney  Colliery 51  49 

Nesquehoning  Colliery : 58  42 

Colliery  No.  4 51  49 

Colliery  No.  6 69  31 

Colliery  No.  6 63  37 

Colliery  No.  7 60  40 

Colllei7No.9 60  40 

Summit  Hill  Colliery 60  40 

These  figures  show  the  percentage  of  the  total  mer- 
chantable coal,  originally  contained  in  the  exploited 
areas,  which  has  been  taken  out  of  the  mines,  but  they 
do  not  show  the  percentage  of  coal  which  has  been 
thrown  away  on  the  dump-heaps  in  the  process  of 
preparation,  or  that  which  has  been  consumed  as 
fuel.  Estimates  have  been  made  of  these  latter  quan- 
tities for  the  Panther  Creek  basin  as  an  entirety, 
which  will  apply  equally  to  that  portion  contained 
in  Carbon  County.  They  are  exhibited  in  the  fol- 
lowing table : 


TABLB 

Illustrating  the  economy  of  Coal-mining  in 
Carbon  County. 


Percentage  of  Com- 
mercial Coal  origi- 
nally contained. 


CO  .J.  "O   03 

«  p 


s; 


"■a  =iS  S3 

«  .2  o        .    a) 
-  a  g    «  £■.§ 

5  =  S  '«  S  £ 

5  3«   t;  l-J= 


Average   percentage,  from   commencement  of 
mining  in  1820  to  Jan.  1, 1883  (embraces  en-!  i 
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Mauch  Chunk  Red  Shale,  No.  XI.— This  forma- 
tion was  named  on  account  of  its  bold  outcrop  along 
the  Lehigh  River,  north  of  Mauch  Chunk.  It  con- 
sists of  a  series  of  soft  red  and  yellow  shales,  easily 
eroded,  and  always  forming  a  valley.  The  axis  of 
the  Panther  Creek  basin  crosses  the  Lehigh  River 
about  eighteen  hundred  feet  north  of  East  Mauch 
Chunk  bridge,  and  these  red  shales  outcrop  along  the 
river  north  of  the  axis  to  a  point  about  a  quarter  of  a 
mile  north  of  the  Lehigh  Valley  Railroad  bridge  at 
Coalport,  and  extend  south  to  a  point  about  one 
thousand  feet  from  the  East  Mauch  Chunk  Station. 
In  Carbon  County  they  outcrop  in  the  "  Kettle,"  east 
of  Mauch  Chunk,  in  the  valley  of  Mauch  Chunk 
Creek,  and  in  the  Ncsquehoning  Valley. 

Pocono  Sandstone,  No.  X.— This  formation  con- 
sists of  massive  white,  gray,  and  yellow  sandstones 
and  conglomerates,  with  a  number  of  thin  beds  of 
sandy  slate  and  shale  included.  Throughout  the  en- 
tire State  this  formation  is  mountain-making.  In 
Carbon  County  it  forms  Mahoning,  Kettle,  Nesque- 
honing,  and  Pocono  Mountains,  the  outlines  of  which 
have  already  been  described.  The  gorge  named 
Onoko  Glen  is  cut  out  of  the  middle  rocks  of  this 
formation. 

Gatskill  Shales  and  Sandstones,  No.  IX. — This 
formation,  named  from  its  bold  development  in  the 
Catskill  Mountains,  N.  Y.,  consists  of  alternating 
layers  of  red,  gray,  and  green  sandstones  and  shales. 
In  Pennsylvania  it  is  generally  found  forming  small 
ridges  and  hills,  with  intervening  valleys,  along  the 
foot  of  the  mountains  of  No.  X.  It  extends  from  a 
point  near  the  Lehigh  Valley  Railroad  Station  at 
Mauch  Chunk  to  a  point  on  the  Lehigh  River,  about 
one  thousand  feet  south  of  Long  Run.  The  lower 
part  of  the  formation  becomes  quite  flaggy,  and  along 
the  Delaware  River  below  Shohola  there  was  quar- 
ried from  this  part  of  the  Catskill  the  large  flagstone 
which  is  contained  in  the  sidewalk  in  front  of  Mr. 
William  H.  Vanderbilt's  mansion  on  Fifth  Avenue, 
New  York.  The  size  of  this  stone  is  twenty-five  feet, 
by  fifteen  feet,  by  eight  inches.  No  flags  have,  how- 
ever, been  found  in  Carbon  County  which  it  would 
be  profitable  to  quarry,  although  the  strata  corre- 
sponding to  those  quarried  at  Shohola  outcrop  along 
the  Lehigh  and  Susquehanna  Railroad  one  mile  below 
Packerton. 

Rocks  of  No.  VIII.— The  strata  forming  this  for- 
mation consist  of  flagstones,  slates,  shales,  and  sand- 
stones, shales  and  sandstones  characterizing  the  Che- 
mung and  Portage,  slates  the  Genesee,  sandstones 
and  flags  the  Hamilton,  and  shales  and  slates  the 
Marcellus.  The  lower  part  of  the  formation  is  gen- 
erally marked  by  the  Upper  Helderberg  limestone' 
and  the  sand-grits  of  the  Cauda  Galli  and  Schoharie 


1  Along  Prince's  Creek  in  the  vicinity  of  Little  Gap,  in  Towamensing 
township,  calcareons  strata  are  found,  which  probably  belong  to  the 
Upper  Helderberg  limestone  formation. 


formations,  all  of  which,  however,  are  absent  from  the 
rock  series  in  Carbon  County.  The  Chemung,  Port- 
age, and  Genesee  rocks  are  exposed  along  the  Lehigh 
River,  immediately  north  of  Lock  No.  7  of  the  Lehigh 
Canal,  which  marks  very  nearly  the  position  of  the 
Lehighton  anticlinal  axis,  and  south  of  this  point  in 
the  Weisport-Parryville  synclinal  to  Bowmansville. 
The  Upper  Chemung  and  Hamilton  strata  generally 
form  ridges,  the  Genesee  and  Marcellus  valleys,  and 
the  Portage  valleys  and  knolls. 

Formations  Nos.  VII.,  VI.,  V.,  Und  IV.— The 
rocks  of  these  series  outcrop  along  the  Lehigh  River, 
between  Bowmansville  and  Lehigh  Gap,  and  imme- 
diately underlie  the  region  along  the  north  flank  of 
Kittatinny  Mountain.  The  Oriskany  sandstone  (No. 
VII.)  forms  Stony  Ridge,  and  the  limestones  and 
shales  of  Nos.  VI.  and  V.  the  valleys  between  Stony 
Ridge  and  Kittatinny  Mountain,  which  is  formed  by 
the  Medina  and  Oneida  sandstones  and  conglomerates 
composing  formation  No.  IV.  The  southern  boun- 
dary of  the  county  is  marked  very  nearly  by  the  crest 
of  this  mountain. 

All  the  Palseozoic  rocks  at  one  time  lay  in  a  hori- 
zontal position.  When  the  Appalachian  uplift  took 
place,  however,  they  were  thrown  into  a  series  of 
plications  or  corrugations.  Where  the  strata  are  found 
to  dip  toward  each  other,  like  the  letter  V,  they  are 
said  to  form  a  basin  or  synclinal;  and  where  they  dip 
from  each  other,  like  the  letter  A,  they  are  said  to  form 
a  saddle  or  anticlinal.  The  general  direction  of  these 
flexures  is  parallel  to  Kittatinny  Mountain. 

Anticlinals  and  Synclinals.  —  Commencing  at 
the  north,  the  flexures,  crossing  the  county  in  a 
direction  nearly  parallel  to  that  of  Kittatinny  Moun- 
tain, are  as  follows  •?  Green  Mountain  synclinal, 
crossing  the  Lehigh  River  about  a  quarter  of  a 
mile  north  of  Tannery ;  East  Buck  Mountain  syn- 
clinal, crossing  the  Lehigh  River  in  the  vicinity  of 
Lehigh  Tannery  (to  the  west  this  synclinal  is  identical 
with  that  of  the  Little  Black  Creek  basin) ;  Big  Black 
Creek  basin  synclinal,  crossing  the  Lehigh  River  south 
of  the  Lehigh  Tannery  (this  is  the  eastern  extension 
of  the  Big  Black  Creek  coal  basin) ;  East  Pismire  Hill 
synclinal,  crossing  the  Lehigh  River  about  a  quarter 
of  a  mile  south  of  Sandy  Run  (this  is  probably  the 
same  flexure  as  that  of  the  Hazletou  coal  basin) ; 
Beaver  Meadow  synclinal,  crossing  the  Lehigh  River 
south  of  Leslie  Run  ;  Bald  Ridge  anticlinal,  crossing 
the  Lehigh  River  half  a  mile  north  of  Stony  Creek  ; 
Penn  Haven  synclinal  is  marked  by  the  course  of  the 
Lehigh  River  east  from  Penn  Haven  ;  Nesquehoning 
anticlinal  consists  of  a  series  of  minor  undulations, 
crossing  the  Lehigh  River  between  Penn  Haven  and 
Mauch  Chunk  ;  Panther  Creek  synclinal  crosses  the 
Lehigh  River  a  little  over  a  quarter  of  a  mile  north  of 
the  bridge  at  East  Mauch  Chunk.    From  this  point  to 


2  The  positions  of  these  anticlinals  and  synclinals  are  shown  in  a 
section  constructed  along  the  Lehigh  Tliver  by  Mr.  Winslow. 
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the  centre  of  the  Lehighton  anticlinal,  which  crosses 
the  Lehigh  Eiver  in  thevicinity  of  Lehigh  Canal  lock 
No.  7,  the  dips  of  the  strata  towards  the  north  are 
very  steep,  ranging  from  70°  to  90°  (vertical).  Le- 
highton anticlinal  is  one  of  the  boldest  flexures  of 
this  part  of  the  State.  In  1839,  Professor  Lesley  traced 
its  course  for  a  distance  of  over  forty  miles,  from  the 
Pottsville  coal  basin  to  within  a  few  miles  of  Strouds- 
burg,  in  Monroe  County.  Throughout  this  distance 
its  crest  is  almost  straight,  having  a  general  direction 
of  N.  65 J°  E.  *From  the  crest  of  the  Lehighton  anti- 
clinal to  Stony  Ridge  the  rocks  lie  in  a  synclinal, 
Parryville  being  near  the  centre.  The  Oriskany  sand- 
stone, forming  the  crest  of  Stony  Eidge,  according  to 
Dr.  Chance,  consists  of  a  series  of  plications,  the  strata 
at  this  point  being  very  much  faulted.  Kittatinny 
Mountain  is  a  monoclinal,  the  rocks  dipping  to  the 
north. 

Topographical  Geology. — To  properly  understand 
the  geology  of  the  county,  it  is  necessary  to  study  its 
topography,  which  is  a  resultant  of  the  underlying 
geological  structure. 

The  surface  of  the  county  is  broken  by  mountains, 
ridges,  or  a  succession  of  hills  and  knolls  having  a 
general  direction  of  north,  from  60°  to  80°  east.  These 
summits  are  all  capped  by  the  conglomerates  and 
sandstone.'i  of  the  Pottsville  (No.  XII.)  and  Pocono 
(No.  X.),  by  the  harder  sandstone  strata  of  the  Che- 
mung and  Portage  (parts  of  No.  VIII.),  by  the  sand- 
stones of  the  Hamilton  (part  of  No.  VIII.),  Oriskany 
(No.  VII.),  and  Medina  (No.  IV.)  formations.  These 
prominences  are  separated  by  valleys  eroded  out  of 
the  red  and  gray  shales  and  sandstones  of  the  Mauch 
Chunk  (No.  XI.)  and  Catskill  (No.  IX.),  the  softer 
shales  and  sandstones  of  the  Chemung  and  Portage, 
the  black  and  gray  shales  and  slates  of  the  Genesee 
and  Marcellus  (parts  of  No.  VIII.),  the  Lower  Hel- 
derberg  limestones  (No.  VI.),  and  the  Clinton  red, 
yellow,  and  gray  shales  (No.  V.). 

In  Kidder  township  the  summits  are  comparatively 
low  and  flat,  and  are  immediately  underlaid  by  some 
of  the  Pocono  strata,  the  lower  summits  by  the  bot- 
tom rocks  of  the  formation,  and  the  higher  ones  by 
the  top  rocks.  On  account  of  the  dense  forests  which 
originally,  and  even  now  to  a  great  extent  cover  the 
central  and  eastern  parts  of  this  township,  and  on 
account  of  the  swamp  lands  surrounding  Mud,  Moses 
Wood,  Big  and  Bound  Ponds,  and  Grass  Lake,  the 
summits  here,  which  are  in  reality  parts  of  the  Pocono 
Mountain,  are  known  as  the  Shades  of  Death. 

The  knoll  directly  east  of  the  Lehigh  River,  and 
between  Mud  Run  on  the  south  and  Hickory  Run  on 
the  north,  has  been  specialized  by  the  name  of  Pine 
Hill,  which  is  also  capped  by  the  Pocono  sandstone. 

The  summits  in  Penn  Forest  township  are  gener- 
ally known  as  parts  of  the  Pocouo  Mountains,  with 
the  exception  of  Broad  Mountain,  which  lies  east  of 
Penn  Haven  Junction,  and  between  the  meanderings 
of  the  Lehigh  River  and  Big  Bear  Creek,  and  Kettle 


Mountain,  which  lies  to  the  south  of  this  creek  in  the 
form  of  a  crescent  which  incloses  Kettle  Valley,  eroded 
out  of  the  Mauch  Chunk  red  shale,  No.  XL 

The  Broad  Mountain'  and  north  arm  of  Kettle 
Mountain  are  continuations  to  the  east  of  Nesque- 
honing  Mountain.  The  latter  name  should  be  applied 
exclusively  to  this  range  of  summits  west  of  the  river. 
The  south  arm  of  the  crescent  of  Kettle  Mountain 
is  a  continuation  to  the  east  of  Mahoning  Mountain, 
which  lies  on  the  line  between  Mauch  Chunk  and 
Mahoning  townships,  and  between  the  valleys  through 
which  flow  creeks  by  the  same  names.  The  north 
arm  of  Kettle  Mountain  is  sometimes  known  as  Big 
Mountain. 

The  name  Spring  Mountain  is  applied  to  the  ridge 
along  the  line  between  Banks  and  Packer  townships. 
It  is  capped  by  the  Pottsville  Conglomerate.  The 
continuation  of  this  ridge  east  of  the  Black  Creek 
Gap,  through  which  the  Hazleton  branch  of  the  Le- 
high Valley  Railroad  passes,  is  called  East  Spring 
Mountain ;  this  is  also  capped  by  No.  XII. 

In  the  north  part  of  Banks  township,  north  of 
Beaver  Meadow,  lies  Pismire  Hill,  underlaid  by  the 
Pottsville  Conglomerate  and  the  lowest  coal  measures, 
and  in  northwestern  Lausanne,  near  the  head-waters 
of  Leslie  Run,  is  East  Pismire  Hill,  which  contains  a 
basin  of  the  Buck  Mountain  coal-bed. 

Bald  Mountain,  or  what  is  sometimes  better  known 
as  Bald  Ridge,  and  which  lies  in  the  U  formed  by  the 
Lehigh  River  between  Rockport  and  Penn  Haven,  is 
an  anticlinal  ridge  capped  by  the  sandstones  and  con- 
glomerates of  the  Pocono,  No.  X.  Quakake  Valley, 
at  the  foot  of  Bald  Mountain,  and  which  at  Penn 
Haven  is  nothing  but  a  narrow  gorge  through  which 
Quakake  Creek  flows,  is  cut  out  of  the  Upper  Pocono 
and  Lower  Mauch  Chunk  rocks.  To  the  south  of  this 
valley  Nesquehoning  Mountain  rises  into  a  broad, 
flat,  anticlinal  plateau,  between  four  and  five  miles 
wide,  capped  by  the  Pocono  rocks.  This  mountain 
is  sometimes  wrongly  called  Broad  Mountain.  Al- 
though both  of  these  mountains  are  formed  by  the 
same  general  anticlinal,  the  latter  name  should  be 
confined  to  the  continuation  of  the  Nesquehoning 
Mountain  east  of  the  Lehigh  River,  already  referred 
to,  and  to  the  Broad  Mountain  plateau  southwest  of 
the  Nesquehoning  Mountain  in  Schuylkill  County, 
and  separated  from  it  by  the  Locust  Valley. 

Two  prominent  topographical  features  in  the  county 
are  the  Locust  and  Sharp  Mountains,  which  are 
formed  by  the  Pottsville  Conglomerate,  and  which  in- 
close the  coal  basin  of  Panther  Creek  Valley.  Locust 
Mountain,  to  the  north  of  this  valley,  is  separated 
from  Nesquehoning  Mountain  by  Nesquehoning  Val- 
ley ;  and  Sharp  Mountain,  to  the  south  of  the  Panther 
Creek  Valley,  is  separated  from  Mahoning  Mountain 
by  the  Mauch  Chunk  red  shale,  No.  XL,  valley  of 
Mauch  Chunk  Creek. 

1  SometimeB  called  Pocouo  Mountain. 


SKETCH  OF  THE  GEOLOGY  OP  CARBON  COUNTY. 


655 


Sharp  and  Locust  Mountains  unite  one  mile  north 
of  Mauch  Chunk  to  form  Mount  Pisgah,  at  the  head 
of  the  first  incline  of  the  Switchback  Railroad. 

The  topography  between  Mahoning  and  Kettle 
Mountains,  already  described,  and  Kittatinny  Moun- 
tain, which  is  formed  by  the  Medina  Sandstone  (No. 
IV.),  and  which  separates  Carbon  from  Lehigh  and 
Northampton  Counties  on  the  south,  is  less  bold  and 
rugged  than  the  topography  of  the  northern  part  of 
the  county.  In  the  main  it  consists  of  a  succession  of 
parallel  ridges  and  valleys  having  a  general  direction 
similar  to  that  of  Kittatinny  Mountain.  It  is  formed 
by  the  Devonian  and  Upper  Silurian  strata.  The 
principal  ridges  are  the  Indian  Mountain,  which  is 
surrounded  by  the  head-waters  of  Pohocono  or  Big 
Creek,  in  northern  Towamensing  township;  Yellow 
Pine  Ridge,  near  the  union  of  Towamensiug  and 
Lower  Towamensing  townships ;  Mahoning  and  Liz- 
ard Hills,  on  the  north  side  of  the  Lehigh  River,  and 
between  Mahoning  and  Lizard  Creeks ;  and  Stony 
Ridge,  along  the  northern  flank  of  Kittatinny  Moun- 
tain. This  latter  ridge  is  formed  by  the  Oriskany  sand- 
stone (No.  VII.),  and  is  characteristic  of  the  topog- 
raphy formed  by  this  formation  everywhere  in  Penn- 
sylvania. The  southern  limit  of  the  county  is  de- 
fined by  the  Kittatinny  Mountain,  which  is  one  of 
the  prominent  topographical  features  in  the  eastern 
central  part  of  the  State,  extending  from  the  Dela- 
ware River,  at  the  Water  Gap,  southwest  to  a  point 
in  Franklin  County,  about  twelve  miles  west  of 
Chambersburg,  where  it  ends  abruptly  in  Jordan's 
Knob,  its  total  length  being  about  ninety  miles,  in- 
cluding three  folds  on  itself, — at  Offset  Knob,  in 
Northampton  County ;  east  of  Port  Clinton,  in 
Schuylkill  County;  and  at  McClure's  Gap,  in  Cum- 
berland County.  In  its  entire  length  its  crest  is 
broken  by  ten  prominent  gaps,  as  follows:  the  Dela- 
ware Water  and  Wind  Gaps,  in  Northampton 
County;  the  Lehigh  Water  Gap,  between  Lehigh 
and  Northampton  Counties ;  the  Schuylkill  Water 
Gap,  in  Schuylkill  County ;  the  Swatara,  Indian 
Creek,  Manady  Creek,  and  Smith's  Gaps,  in  Lebanon 
and  Dauphin  Counties ;  the  Susquehanna  Water 
Gap,  between  Dauphin  and  Cumberland  Counties; 
and  McAllister's  Gap,  in  Franklin  County.  There 
are  many  other  depressions  in  the  crest  which  are 
locally  called  gaps,  but  which  are  not  of  any  special 
prominence. 

Elevations.— The  general  height  of  the  county 
above  ocean-level  can  be  appreciated  from  the  eleva- 
tions of  the  following  prominent  points: 

STATIONS  ON  THE  LEHIGH  VALLEY  KAILROAD. 

Feet. 

Lehigh  Gap 3^^ 

Lehighton *66 

Mauch  Chunk ^** 

GleuOnoko =91 

Rockport SUB 

Hickory  Eun Wf 

Black  Creek  Junction 1015 

Jeansville 1?^^ 

Beaver  Meadow 1^°^ 

Audenried 1^^^ 


MISCELLANEOUS. 

Kittatinny  Mountain,  crest,  east  of  the  Gap 1606 

"  "  "     west         "  (higliest, 

1625) 1386 

Stony  Eidgo,  crest,  east  of  the  Lehigh  River 860 

Mount  Pis^iah,  ciest  of 1340 

Kettle  Mouiitiiin,  crest  of 1600 

Bald  Mountain,  crest  of 1460 

Spring  Mountain,  crest  of 1236 

Buck  Mountain,  crest  of 1650 

Nesqnelioning  MuuntHin,  crest  of 1300 

East  Pismire  Hill,  crestof 1600 

Dynamical  Geology.  —  That  all' the  surface  of 
the  c;ounty  was  once  at  a  much  greater  elevation 
cannot  be  questioned,  from  the  fact  that  all  the 
rocks  found  within  its  boundaries  are  sedimentary, 
and  must  have  been  deposited  in  a  very  nearly 
horizontal  position  on  the  ocean  bottom.  As  a  con- 
sequence, the  Medina  Sandstone  (No.  IV.)  now 
forming  the  crest  of  Kittatinny  Mountain  was  once 
buried  under  the  geologically  higher  and  more  re- 
cently deposited  rocks  up  to  the  highest  coal-bed 
found  in  the  Panther  Creek  basin  along  the  western 
line  of  the  county,  eighteen  thousand  two  hundred 
feet  in  all.  These  have  now  been  eroded  away.  Po- 
cono  Mowntain  has  had  three  thousand  five  hundred 
feet  of  strata  cut  off  of  its  summit,  and  Mount  Pis- 
gah,  now  capped  by  the  lower  member  of  the  Potts- 
ville  Conglomerate  (No.  XII.),  was  covered  at  one 
time  by  fifteen  hundred  feet  of  coal  measures,  repre- 
sented by  the  same  series  of  strata  which  are  now 
contained  in  the  Panther  Creek  coal  basin  at  Tama- 
qua.  What  the  heights  of  these  summits  were  above 
the  ocean  immediately  after  the  Appalachian  uplift, 
and  before  the  highest  and  most  recently  deposited 
rocks  had  been  perceptibly  eroded,  we  cannot  conjec- 
ture, for  it  is  impossible  to  determine  the  vertical  ex- 
tent of  the  elevation  and  depression  of  the  earth's 
crust  which  took  place  during  the  time  that  this  sur- 
face was  being  rapidly  cut  down  by  the  principal 
eroding  agents,  which  maybe  classed  under  the  heads 
of  aqueous,  aerial,  and  vegetable.  Flowing  water, 
with  sand  and  sediment  held  in  suspension,  is  one  of 
the  most  powerful  sources  of  erosion ;  this,  no  doubt, 
has  been  the  principal  agent  in  cutting  down  the  val- 
leys. Analogous  to  this  is  the  action  of  moving  ice, 
though  much  more  limited  in  its  operation.  The 
force  of  the  wind,  especially  when  charged  with  sand 
and  water,  is  a  potent  agent,  while  the  growth  of  roots 
in  minute  crevices  of  the  rocks  will  oftentimes  wedge 
off  from  the  main  mass  a  block  of  considerable  size, 
and  thus  aid  in  erosion.  In  this  way  the  mountains 
have  been  eroded,  the  valleys  have  been  cut  out  and 
afterwards  in  many  cases  buried.  Mud,  sand,  and 
pebbles,  which  have  resulted  from  this  erosion,  have 
been  carried  by  the  rivers  to  the  ocean,  there  to  form 
new  land  along  the  sea-coast  by  the  deposition  of  the 
sediment.  The  study  of  the  present  rock  outcrops 
gives  the  geologist  sufficient  data  to  suppose  that  the 
mountain  summits  were  a  number  of  thousands  of 
feet  above  the  ocean-level  at  no  very  remote '  period 

1  That  is,  several  millions  of  years.    From  a  careful  measurement  of 
the  Mississippi  by  Gens.  Humphrey  and   Abbott,  U.S.A.,  they  have 
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in  the  earth's  history,  nor  is  it  difficult  for  an  intelli- 
gent observer,  untutored  in  the  science  of  geology,  to 
understand  that  great  changes  must  have  taken  place, 
when  he  stands  at  Mauch  Chunk  and  realizes  the 
fact  that  the  Pocono  (No.  X.)  and  Catskill  (No.  IX.) 
strata,  which  now  stand  in  a  vertical  position,  were 
once  horizontal. 

Quaternary  Period. — During  the  last  of  the  past 
geological  periods,  known  as  the  Quaternary,  which 
culminated  in  the  existence  of  man,  the  northern 
part  of  the  North  American  continent  was  covered  by 
an  immense  glacier.  This  ice-sheet,  in  its  southern 
movement  toward  the  region  of  higher  temperatures, 
carried  with  it  rock  material  planed  off  from  the  sur- 
face over  which  it  passed.  This  material  was  ulti- 
mately dumped  along  the  southern  edge  of  the  glacier, 
forming  what  is  known  as  a  terminal  moraine.  Pro- 
fessor H.  C.  Lewis  has  traced  this  moraine  across 
Pennsylvania.  It  enters  the  northeastern  part  of 
Carbon  County,  crosses  through  the  centre  of  Kidder 
township,  and  enters  the  valley  of  the  Lehigh  about 
ten  miles  above  Mauch  Chunk,  crossing  the  river 
near  Hickory  Run,  from  whence  it  follows  a  general 
northwestward  course  to  the  State  line,  near  the 
northeastern  corner  of  McKean  County.  It  enters 
the  State  again  in  northeastern  Warren  County,  and 
continues  southeast,  crossing  the  Ohio  State  line  near 
the  northwestern  corner  of  Beaver  County. 


CHAPTEK    XI. 

BOROUGH  OF  MAUCH  CHUNK. 
(Including  Borough  op  East  Mauch  Chunk.) 

Description  of  the  Locality.— The  town  of  Mauch 
Chunk  takes  its  name  (the  pronunciation  of  which  is 
settled  by  common  usage  as  Mauk  Chunk)  from  the 
curiously-shaped  hill  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  Le- 
high, called  by  the  Indians  "Machk  Tschunk,"  which 
means  Bear  Mountain,  or  the  Mountain  of  Bears. 
From  the  earliest  known  mention  of  the  locality 
(which  occurs  in  an  account  of  the  captivity  of  the 
Gilbert  family,  taken  prisoners  by  the  Indians  on 
Mahoning  Creek  in  1780  and  published  a  few  years 
after')  it  appears  that  the  peculiar  Indian  name  was 
applied  then,  as  now,  to  the  massive  height  on  the 
west  side  of  the  river,  called  also  at  present  South 


coucluded  that  at  the  present  rate  of  erosion  one  foot  of  surface  hos  been 
carried  from  this  river  basin  in  four  thousand  six  hundred  and  forty 
years.  Professor  Leconto  estimates  that  six  thousand  feet  in  the  aggre- 
gate have  been  eroded  from  this  basin,  and  Infers  tliat  it  has  been  un- 
dergoing process  of  erosion  for  thirty  million  years.  The  English  sci- 
entists place  the  duration  of  geological  time  from  sixty  million  years 
(Dr.  Croll)  to  two  hundred  million  years  (Dr.  Hanghton).  ProfessorTait 
reasoning  on  physical  and  astronomical  grounds,  concludes  that  the 
limit  of  time  which  caii  be  permitted  the  geologist  is  ten  million  years. 
'  It  was  republished  in  Haxard'e  Begieler  of  May  16,  1829,  and  op- 
pears  in  Chapter  I.  of  the  History  of  Carbon  County  in  this  volume. 


Mountain.     The  allusion  to  Mauch  Chunk  in   the 
story  of  the  flight  of  the  Indians  with  their  captives 
is  as  follows:    .  .  .  "Not  much  farther  was  a  large 
hill  called  Mochunk,  which  they  fixed  upon  for  a 
place  of  rendezvous.  .      .  Near  the  foot  of  the  hill 
flows  a  stream  of  water  called  Mochunk  Creek,  which 
was  crossed,  and  the  second  mountain  (now   Mount 
Pisgah )  passed,  the  steep  and  difficult  ascent  of  which 
appeared  very  great  to  the  much-enfeebled  and  af- 
frighted captives.     They  were  permitted  to  rest  them- 
selves for  some  minutes,  and  then  pressed  onward  to 
the  broad  mountain,  at  the  foot  of  which  runs  Nesca- 
connah  creek."    Now  the  name  in  its  translated  form 
is  applied  to  the  hill  opposite  the  town,  and  in  the 
original  Indian  language  to  the  peculiarly  bold  and 
precipitous  South  Mountain.     To  the  eye  of  the  trav- 
eler who  approaches  this  unique  town  from  the  south, 
this  mountain  is  the  first  striking  object  in  the  rugged 
and  wild  landscape  which    forms   its   environment. 
Following  the  great  sweep   of  the   rushing   Lehigh 
River,  it  rises  as  a  mighty  verdure-clad  wall  from  its 
very  brink,  and  makes  more  dark  the  deep  and  tor- 
tuous gorge  through  which  the  river  seeks  the  south, 
and  finally  flowing  through  the  Lehigh  Gap,  emerges 
from  its  mountain-pent  channel  into  the  broader  and 
sunnier  valley,  bordered  by  smaller  and  more  gently 
sloping  hills.     The  sweeping  curve  of  the  steep  South 
Mountain  forms  the  segment  of  a  vast  amphitheatre, 
from  which  the  Titans  might  have  watched  gladia- 
torial giants  in  their  fierce  combats  upon  the  lesser 
hill  half  encircled  by  the  river.     The  wall  rises  to  a 
sheer  height  of  more  than  nine  hundred  feet,  and  is 
rendered  more  wild  and  picturesque  by  the  outcrop- 
pings  among  its  pines  and  hemlocks  of  rugged  ledges 
and  strange  seams  of  rock,  shattered  and  torn  by  the 
conflict  of  the  elements  or  great  convulsions  of  nature 
in  ages  past,  and  their  mighty  fragments  strewn  upon 
the  steep  declivity.     The  great  white  Mansion  House, 
loftily  overtowered  by  the  dark  mass  of  this  mountain, 
appears  at  first  glance  like  a  toy  dwelling,  or  the 
abode  of  Liliputians,  and  the  road  which  rises  from 
this  point  by  a  gentle  grade  seems  a  yellowish-brown 
line  drawn  across  the  mingled  green  and  gray  of  the 
mountain-side. 

Our  stand-point  has  been  at  the  spot  where  the  Le- 
high Railroad  Company  has  blasted  away  the  rocks  on 
the  face  of  Bear  Mountain,  or,  as  it  is  sometimes 
called,  Sugar  Loaf,  to  secure  sufficient  level  ground  for 
a  passenger  depot,  and  our  gaze  has  been  directed  to 
the  left.  Immediately  in  front  flows  the  Lehigh,  its 
channel  forming  a  crescent-shaped  curve,  which  might 
have  been  described  with  the  apex  of  the  apparently 
conical  Bear  Mountain  as  a  centre.  It  is  only  by  the 
strictest  economy  of  space  and  the  utmost  skill  of  the 
engineer  that  a  canal  and  two  great  railroads  can 
follow  the  river  in  its  winding  course  through  this 
narrow  passage  in  tlie  mountains.  Beyond  the  river 
and  following  the  curving  course  of  its  bank  is  a 
street,  upon   which   a   long   line  of  buildings  front, 
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closely  crowded  by  the  mountain  in  their  rear.  Away 
at  the  right  looms  the  peak  of  Mount  Pisgah,  nine 
hundred  feet  above  the  Lehigh,  the  smoke  from  the 
stacks  of  the  stationary  engines  used  to  hoist  cars 
upon  the  plane  remotely  suggesting  the  presence  of  a 
volcano. 

Upon  a  level  piece  of  table-land,  more  than  two 
hundred  feet  above  the  water,  which  is  seen  to  be  a 
mighty  buttress  of  Mount  Pisgah,  gleam  the  white 
houses  of  what  the  traveler  learns  is  Upper  Mauch 
Chunk. 

So  far  the  town  has  appeared  to  consist  of  a  single 
street  along  the  river,  but  we  see  a  deep  and  narrow 
valley,  or  rather  ravine,  opening  to  the  Lehigh,  be- 
tween South  Mountain  and  Mount  Pisgah.  Down 
through  tjiis  gorge  rushes  a  small  mountain  stream,  and 
upward  through  it,  in  a  zigzag  and  erratic  way,  rising 
constantly  but  by  easy  degrees,  leads  the  main^street 
of  Mauch  Chunk.  The  houses  are  built  without]door- 
yards  upon  the  street,  and  impinge  upon  the 
base  of  the  mountains  on  either  side.  The  dash- 
ing of  the  little  stream  can  be  heard  at  intervals 
as  one  passes  up  this  strange,  angling  street,  but 
its  waters  can  nowhere  be  seen,  for  it  has  been 
covered  with  arches  that  the  small  space  it  oc- 
cupies may  be  utilized,  and  so  it  leaps  along  its 
hidden  way,  now  under  the  houses,  then  under 
the  street,  until,  concealed  to  the  very  last,  it 
plunges  into  the  Lehigh.  Almost  every  foot  of 
available  building  ground  is  occupied.  Except 
for  a  few  rods  near  the  mouth  of  the  ravine, 
where  a  narrow  street  with  a  single  row  of 
houses  runs  parallel  with  the  main  street,  on  a 
higher  level,  there  is  no  room  for  a  second  thor- 
oughfare or  scarcely  for  an  alley.  It  must  be 
remembered  that,  although  nature  challenged 
man's  admiration  here,  she  did  not  invite  him 
to  become  a  resident.  But  nature  is  seldom  so 
forbidding  as  she  appears,  and  usually  bestows 
more  than  she  promises.  She  promised  here 
only  the  beauties  and  the  majesty  of  the  moun- 
tains, and  the  wealth  in  her  treasure- vaults  as  the 
means  of  making  countless  comfortable  houses 
elsewhere,  but  through  the  force  of  fate  man 
made  here  a  pleasant  home  too,  and  the  moun- 
tains stand  stately  and  sentinel-like  about  it,  as 
if  to  guard  the  frailer  human  handiwork. 

From  Mount  Pisgah  or  the  Flagstaff  on  South 
Mountain  grand  views  can  be  obtained  of  a  vast 
scope  of  mountain  and  valley  and  river,  forest  and 
farm  and  peaceful  villages  nestled  among  the  hills. 
The  eye  reaches  the  Lehigh  and  the  Delaware  Water 
Gaps,  Wind  Gap  between,  the  Blue  Mountains,  and 
all  the  nameless,  billowy  ranges  between,  with  the 
Schooley  Mountains,  sixty  miles  away  in  New  Jersey, 
while  Mauch  Chunk  and  its  sister  village  across  the 
Lehigh  appear  below  as  if  laid  out  upon  a  map. 
From  the  Flagstaff  is  doubtless  revealed  the  most 
perfect  bird's-eye  view  afforded  in- the  eastern  States, 
42 


one  of  beauty  and  bewildering  strangenes.s  from  which 
it  is  difficult  to  turn  away. 

But  it  is  not  in  these  steeply-rising  mountains 
shadowing  the  compact  town,  or  in  the  far-reaching 
views  which  they  command,  that  all  of  the  beauty  of 
the  immediate  region  lies.  Their  wooded  sides,  varied 
with  steep  bowlder-strewn  slopes  or  out-jutting  rocks, 
afford  an  endless  series  of  picturesque  views,  ever 
changing  with  the  season  or  the  ramble  of  the  ob- 
server, but  ever  lovely,  whether  in  the  vernal  green 
of  summer,  when  the  laurels  add  the  lustre  of  their 
many-tinted  blossoms;  in  the  autumn,  when  the  moun- 
tains glow  and  blaze  with  color,  or  even  in  the  depth 
of  winter,  clad  in  snow,  to  which  the  only  contrast  is 
afforded  by  the  gray  and  leafless  trees  ahd  the  sombre 
hue  of  the  hemlocks.  Another  attraction,  which  seems 
only  recently  to  have  reached  popular  appreciation, 
is  the  now  famous  Glen  Onoko,  formerly  known  as 
Moore's  Ravine,  two  miles  above  Mauch  Chunk. 


CHAMELEON   FALLS. 

Broad  Mountain  is  here  torn  asunder  in  a  deep 
cleft  extending  from  crest  to  base.  Down  through 
the  wild  and  rocky  chasm,  lighting  its  gloom,  leaps 
and  plunges  in  countless  cascades  and  cataracts  a 
crystal  stream,  now  pellucid  in  some  mirror-like  pool 
and  now  shattered  in  white  spray  over  a  huge  preci-  , 
pice.  To  the  many  waterfalls  and  other  especial  ob- 
jects of  interest  fanciful  names  have  been  given,  as 
"  Entrance  Cascade  and  Pool,"  "  Hidden  Sweet  Cas- 
cade," "Crystal  Cascade,"  " Moss  Cascade,"  "Lover's 
Bath,''  "Pulpit  Rocks,"  "Spectre  Cascade,"  "Dual 
Vista,"  "Heart  of  the  Glen,"  "Chameleon  Falls," 
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"  Elfin  Cascade,"  "Falls  of  Onoko,"  "Sunrise  Point," 
"  Terrace  Cascade,"  "  Cave  Falls,"  and  "  Home  of  the 
Mist." 

The  height  of  "Cave  Falls"  is  about  forty -five  feet, 
that  of  "  Chameleon  Falls"  a  little  greater,  and  at 
"  Onoko  Falls"  the  water  plunges  downward  in  a 
most  picturesque  sheet  seventy-five  feet.  The  length 
of  the  glen  is  about  a  mile  and  a  quarter,  every  step 
of  which  has  its  own  peculiar  beauty  and  grandeur. 
The  heart  of  the  glen  is  a  chaos  of  rock,  which  reveals 
rugged  and  weird  forms  most  impressive  to  behold. 
The  glen  is  prolific  in  giant  hemlocks  and  other  trees, 
and  in  summer  the  flora  is  most  varied  and  luxuriant, 
far  exceeding  that  of  other  localities,  and  offering  a 
grateful  and  refreshing  contrast  to  the  comparatively 
sterile  sides  of  Broad  Mountain.  The  laurel  here 
attains  a  larger  growth  than  anywhere  else  in  the 
vicinity,  and  in  June  fills  the  cool  air  with  the  fra- 
grance and  lights  the  glen  with  the  radiance  of  its 
blossoms.  The  management  of  the  Lehigh  Valley 
Railroad  has  added  to  the  beauty  of  Onoko  and  made 
the  wild  retreat  accessible  to  the  lover  of  nature  by 
throwing  tasteful  rustic  bridges  across  the  chasm  at 
various  points  and  cutting  pathways  upward  through 
the  ravine.  A  little  distance  from  the  upper  end  of 
the  glen,  on  the  verge  of  the  mountain,  is  Packer's 
Point  (so  named  in  honor  of  Asa  Packer),  from  which 
a  view  of  the  surrounding  country  can  be  had  which 
rivals  those  commanded  by  Mount  Pisgah  and  the 
Flagstaff  on  Mauch  Chunk  Mountain. 

Discovery  of  Coal— Early  Operations  of  the 
Lehigh  Coal  and  Navigation  Company.— The 
human  history  of  Mauch  Chunk  properly  begins 
with  the  operations  of  the  Lehigh  Coal  and  Naviga- 
tion Company  in  1818,  but  to  convey  an  adequate  un- 
derstanding of  that  commencement  of  a  vast  industry 
it  is  necessary  to  give  some  account  of  a  number  of 
preceding  events,  particularly  the  discovery  of  an- 
thracite coal  in  this  immediate  vicinity.  On  a  map 
published  by  William  Scull  in  1770,  and  dedicated 
to  the  Honorable  Thomas  and  Richard  Penn,  the 
proprietaries  of  Pennsylvania,  the  word  "coal"  ap- 
pears at  a  point  near  the  site  of  Pottsville,  and  also 
on  the  Mahanoy  Creek.  But  the  actual  knowledge 
of  anthracite  coal  which  led  to  its  being  mined  and 
put  in  the  market  had  as  its  forerunner  the  discovery 
of  the  mineral  on  Sharp  Mountain,  near  the  site  of 
Summit  Hill,  nine  miles  northwest  of  Mauch  Chunk, 
in  the  year  1791,  by  Philip  Ginter,  a  hunter,  who  had 
built  himself  a  cabin  in  that  region.  An  interesting 
narrative  of  this  discovery,  and  of  a  visit  to  the  place 
in  1804,  occurs  in  a  memoir  by  Dr.  T.  C.  James,  pub- 
lished by  the  Pennsylvania  Historical  Society,'  from 
which  we  shall  make  extracts.  After  describing  his 
starting  from  Philadelphia,  the  difliculties  of  the  jour- 
ney, and  his  meeting  with  Ginter,  who  was  then  run- 
ning a  mill.  Dr.  James  narrates  the  incidents  of  the 


following  day,  when  his  companion  and  himself,  led 
by  Ginter,  made  their  way  to  the  scene  of  the  dis- 
covery. "  In  the  course  of  our  pilgrimage  we  reached 
the  summit  of  Mauch  Chunk  Mountain  (Sharp  Moun- 
tain), the  present  site  of  the  mine,  or  rather  quarry, 
of  anthracite  coal.  At  that  time  there  were  only  to 
be  seen  three  or  four  small  pits,  which  had  much  the 
appearance  of  the  commencement  of  rude  wells,  into 
one  of  which  our  guide  descended  with  great  ease, 
and  threw  up  some  pieces  of  coal  for  our  examina- 
tion. After  which,  while  we  lingered  on  the  spot, 
contemplating  the  wildness  of  the  scene,  honest 
Philip  amused  us  with  the  following  narrative  of  the 
original  discovery  of  this  most  valuable  of  min- 
erals. .  .  . 

"  He  said  when  he  first  took  up  his  residence  in 
that  district  of  country  he  built  for  himself  a  rough 
cabin  in  the  forest,  and  supported  his  family  by  the 
proceeds  of  his  rifle,  being  literally  a  hunter  of  the 
backwoods.  The  game  he  shot,  including  bear  and 
deer,  he  carried  to  the  nearest  store,  and  exchanged 
for  the  other  necessaries  of  life.  But  at  the  particu- 
lar time  to  which  he  then  alluded  he  was  without  a 
supply  of  food  for  his  family,  and,  after  being  out  all 
day  with  his  gun  in  quest  of  it,  he  was  returning  to- 
wards evening  over  the  Mauch  Chunk  (Pisgah)  Moun- 
tain, entirely  unsuccessful  and  dispirited,  having  shot 
nothing.  A  drizzling  rain  beginning  to  fall,  and  the 
dusky  night  approaching,  he  bent  his  course  home- 
ward, considering  himself  one  of  the  most  forsaken 
of  mortals.  As  he  trod  slowly  over  the  ground  his 
foot  stumbled  against  something,  which,  by  the 
stroke,  was  driven  before  him.  Observing  it  to  be 
black,  to  distinguish  which  there  was  just  light 
enough  remaining,  he  took  it  up,  and,  as  he  had 
often  listened  to  the  traditions  of  the  country  as  to 
the  existence  of  coal  in  the  vicinity,  it  occurred  to 
him  that  this  might  perhaps  be  a  portion  of  that 
stone  coal  of  which  he  had  heard.  He  accordingly 
carefully  took  it  with  him  to  his  cabin,  and  the  next 
day  carried  it  to  Col.  Jacob  Weiss,  residing  at  what 
was  then  known  by  the  name  of  Fort  Allen.^  The 
colonel,  who  was  alive  to  the  subject,  brought  the 
specimen  with  him  to  Philadelphia,  and  submitted  it 
to  the  inspection  of  John  Nicholson  and  Michael 
Hillegas,  Esqs.,  and  Charles  Cist,  an  intelligent 
printer,  who  ascertained  its  nature  and  qualities,  and 
authorized  the  colonel  to  satisfy  Ginter  for  his  dis- 
covery upon  his  pointing  out  the  precise  spot  where 
he  found  the  coal.  This  was  done  by  acceding  to 
Ginter's  proposal  of  getting  through  the  forms  of  the 
Patent  Office  the  title  for  a  small  tract  of  land,  which 
he  supposed  had  never  been  taken  up,  comprising  a 
mill-site,  on  which  he  afterwards  built  a  mill,  and 
which  he  was  unhappily  deprived  of  by  the  claim  of 
a  prior  survey. 

"Hillegas,  Cist,  Weiss,  and  some  others  immedi- 


1  Kepublished  in  Hazard'B  Register,  May  9  {et  aequiter),  1829. 


8  Now  WeiBsport,  three  miles  below  Mauch  Chunk. 
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ately  after  (about  the  beginning  of  1792)  formed  them- 
selves into  what  was  called  the  Lehigh  Coal-Mine 
Company,  but  without  a  charter  of  incorporation, 
and  took  up  eight  to  ten  thousand  acres  of  land  till 
then  unlocated,  and  including  the  Mauch  Chunk 
Mountain  (Pisgah),  but  probably  never  worked  the 
mine. 

"  It  remained  in  this  neglected  state,  being  only 
used  by  blacksmiths  and  people  in  the  immediate 
vicinity,  until  somewhere  about  1806,  when  William 
Turnbull,  Esq.,  had  an  ark  constructed  at  Lausanne, 
which  brought" down  (to  Philadelphia)  two  or  three 
hundred  bushels.-  This  was  sold  to  the  manager  of 
the  water-works  for  the  use  of  the  Centre  Square 
steam-engine.  It  was  there  tried  as  an  experiment) 
but  ultimately  rejected  as  unmanageable,  and  its 
character  for  the  time  being  blasted,  the  further 
attempts  at  introducing  it  to  public  notice  in  this 
way  seemed  suspended." 

Erskine  Hazard,  in  a  communication  to  the  Penn- 
sylvania Historical  Society,  agrees  practically  with 
the  statements  of  Dr.  James,  and  adds  that  the  com- 
pany made  a  very  rough  road  from  the  river  to  the 
mine,  upon  which,  we  are  told  by  another  authority, 
they  expended  the  sum  of  ten  pounds  Pennsylvania 
currency.  Hazard  says  fiirther  of  the  use  of  the 
coal  under  the  water-works  engine,  that  "  it  only 
served  to  put  the  fire  out,  and  the  remainder  of  the 
quantity  on  hand  was  spread  on  the  walks,  in  place 
of  gravel." 

The  company,  anxious  to  have  their  property 
brought  into  notice,  gave  leases  of  their  mines  to 
different  individuals  in  succession,  for  periods  of 
twenty-four,  fourteen,  and  ten  years,  adding  to  the 
last  the  privilege  of  taking  timber  from  their  lands 
for  the  purpose  of  floating  the  coal  to  the  market. 
During  the  war  of  1812  Virginia  (bituminous)  coal 
became  very  scarce  and  dear,  and  Messrs.  J.  Cist  (son 
of  the  printer  he"retofore  mentioned),  Charles  Miner, 
and  John  Robinson,  being  the  holders  of  the  land 
leased,  attempted  to  put  coal  upon  the  market,  but 
they  succeeded  in  only  a  limited  degree,  as  on  the 
return  of  peace  the  price  of  the  article  was  reduced 
so  low  that  they  could  not  compete  with  it. 

The  following  history  of  the  operations  of  this  com- 
pany in  the  vicinity  of  Mauch  Chunk  is  compiled 
from  a  journal  which  was  kept  by  Isaac  A.  Chapman 
(copied  for  that  purpose  from  the  original  by  his  son, 
Charles  I.  A.  Chapman,  now  of  Pittston,  Pa.). 

Isaac  A.  Chapman  was  a  surveyor  and  civil  engir 
neer,  and  came  from  Connecticut  early  in  life  to  Penn. 
sylvania,  then  the  "  Far  West."  He  was  a  man  of 
excellent  education,  much  mechanical  genius,  a  close 
observer,  and  of  great  energy,  devoting  every  hour  of 
the  day  and  many  of  the  night  to  physical  and  mental 
labor.  Of  the  latter  was  the  compilation  of  the  first 
history  of  Wyoming  that  was  written,  and  which,  al- 
though incomplete,  was  published  after  his  decease, 
under  the  title  "A  Sketch  of  the  History  of  Wyo- 


ming." To  his  researches  in  this  direction  later  au- 
thors owe  much  that  in  their  day  could  not  have  been 
obtained  from  any  other  source. 

From  Mr.  Chapman's  journal  we  find  that  on  the 
10th  day  of  Juljr,.  1814,  he  left  Wilkesbarre  for  "  Lau- 
sanne Landing,  on  the  Lehigh,"  and  rode  to  "Mr. 
Conyngham's,  in  Sugarloaf,"  where  he  remained 
until  the  next  morning.  On  the  11th  he  reached 
Lausanne,  where  he  found  Mr.  Cist  and  Mr.  C.  Miner ; 
took  dinner  with  them,  and  then  went  with  them  to 
the  "Coal  Bed,"  returning  at  night  to  Mr.  Klotz's. 
Mr.  Klotz  kept  the  hotel  at  the  Landing. 

On  the  12th  he  rode  with  Mr.  Cist  down  the  river 
as  far  as  "  Head'sCreek,  below  Weiss's"  (now  Parry- 
ville),  returned,  and  "  made  an  agreement  concerning 
coal." 

The  journal  is  silent  as  to.  the  terms  of  the  agree- 
ment, and  also  as  to  operations  during  the  summer 
of  1814  ;  but  from  other  sources  we  learn  that  Miner, 
Cist,  and  Robinson  had  leased  from  Hillegas,  Cist  and 
Weiss,, who  were  the  owners  of  the  land,  and  as  the 
name  "  Robinson"  does  not  appear  in  connection  with, 
the  coal  operations,  the  probability  is  that  Mr.  Chap- 
man took  his  place.  As.  to  the  operations  during  that 
summer,  we  learn  also  from-  other  sources  that  on  the 
9th  day  of  August,  1814,  an  ark-load  of  coal  was 
started  down  the  river  for  Philadelphia,  which,  after 
various  mishaps,  reached  the  city  six  days  after. 

Mr.  Erskine  Hazard,  in  a  communication  to  the 
Historical  Society,  says  that  during  the  Miner,  Cist  and 
Robinson  lease  only  three  arks  reached  the  city,  and 
that  they  "  abandoned  the  business  at  the  close  of  the 
war,  1815."  From  Mr.  Chapman's  journal  we  learn 
that  on  the  27th  of  May,  1816,  he  succeeded  in  get- 
ting two  "  flats"  loaded  with  coal  as  far  as  New  Hope, 
and  that  as  late  as  March  28, 1817,  Mr.  Chapman  was 
at  Lausanne,  and  had  boats  loaded,  but  was  "  unable 
to  get  a  Pilot." 

On  the  8th  of  October,  1814,  Mr.  Chapman  went  to 
!' Chenango  Point"  (Binghamton),  probably  for  the 
purpose. of  enlisting  friends  living  there  in  the  enter- 
prise. He  met  there  a  Mr.  Shipinan,  a  Mr.  Whitney, 
a  Mr.  Waterman,  a  Mr.  /Evans,  a  Mr.  Collier,  a  Mr. 
Shaw,,  and  others,  and  spent  a  day  or  two,  and  on 
Tuesday,  Oct..  10,  1814,  having  "made  his  concluding 
arrangements  with  Mr.  Waterman  and  Mr.  Whitney 
relative  to  the  coal,"  left  for  Springville,  Susquehanna 
Co.,  wjiere,  and  at  Hop  Bottom  and  Montrose,  he  had 
relatives  and  friends.  At  the  latter  place  the  militia 
were  inspected,  and  on  the  17th. he  met  the  oflScers  of 
the  regiment  at  "Capt.  Spencer's,  and  commenced  the 
business  of  discipline."  (Mr.  Chapman  was  an  ofl5cer 
of  the  regiment  of  "Drafted  Militia"  then  being 
trained  for  duty  in  the  war  of  1812.J 

*ipis  journal  continues  as  follows : 

"  Thursday,  Oct.  20^  1814.— Mr.  Waterman  and  Mr. 
Shaw,  from  Chenango  Point,  called  to  go  with  me  to 
LausannCi — went  as  far  as  Mr..  Scovell's,  at  Lacka- 
wanna." 
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"  i^'iifiirdiii/,  22d— Rode  with  Mr.  Cist  (who  had 
joined  them  at  Williesbarre)  to  Drumheller's, — spent 
the  night  there. 

"  Sunday,  23c?. — Rode  to  Lausanne  to  breakfast. 
Rode  to  the  coal-mine  and  returned." 

The  journal  continues: 

"  Moiidtii/,  iith. — Went  with  the  gentlemen  to 
Weiss's,  and  there  built  a  skiff,  and  descended  the 
Lehigh  with  Mr.  Shaw.  Spent  the  night  at  Lehigh 
Gap. 

"  Tiicsdiii/,  25th. — Descended  the  river  to  Allentown. 

"  Wednesday,  2Qih. — Returned  to  Lausanne  (proba- 
bly walked),  the  distance  being  thirty-two  miles. 

"  Thursday,  27th. — Set  out  for  Wilkesbarre ;  came 
as  far  as  Conyngham. 

"  Thursday,  Nov.  3. — Arrived  at  home. 

"  Friday,  Nov.  4. —  ...  at  4  p.m.  received  notice 
from  Capt.  Tuttle  to  march  toward  Baltimore  and 
Washington  day  after  to-morrow." 

The  regiment  started  for  the  front,  but  it  seems  they 
did  not  get  far  before  they  were  ordered  back,  as  the 
journal  continues : 

"  November  22d. — Got  our  discharges  and  set  out  for 
Berwick,  on  our  return  home. 

"  November  24:th. — Came  to  Lausanne. 

"November  25th. — Examined  Mr.  Covell's  new  flat- 
bottomed  boats  for  floating  coal  down  the  river. 

"  November  26th. — Examined  some  timber  on  the 
mountain  and  marked  it." 

Mr.  Chapman  then  returned  to  Wilkesbarre,  and 
during  the  winter  visited  Chenango  Point,  and  found 
that  "Mr.  Whitney  had  given  up  the  coal  business." 

Early  in  February,  1815,  in  company  with  a  Mr. 
Weston,  of  Susquehanna  County,  who  at  Mr.  Chap- 
man's request  had  agreed  to  take  part  in  the  project, 
or  at  least  in  superintending  the  cutting  of  timber 
and  making  plank  and  boards  for  arks,  Mr.  Chap- 
man returned  to  Lausanne. 

The  journal  continues : 

"  Thursday,  9th. — Cut  some  timber  for  boat  plank. 
This  day  thirty-five  loads  of  coal  were  taken  from  the 
bed,  and  during  the  last  eight  days  twenty-two  teams 
from  the  country  below  have  been  up  for  coal. 

"  Wednesday,  15th. — Assisted  Mr.  Peck  in  his  prep- 
arations for  getting  off  his  ark,  which  is  lodged  on  the 
rocks  opposite  an  intended  village  of  '  Coalville.' 

"  Thursday,  \&th. — Spent  the  day  assisting  Mr. 
Peck.  This  morning  the  Freeman's  Journal  brought 
us  the  first  and  certain  news  of  peace. 

"Saturday,  \%th. — Messrs.  Cist  and  Miner  set  out 
for  Wilkesbarre.  Spent  the  day  making  runners  for 
sled. 

"  Tuesday,  2Ut. — Mr.  Weston  arrived  with  two  loads 
of  goods,  with  Capt.  Case  in  company.  Took  posses- 
sion of  the  '  White  House.' 

"  Thursday,  23d— Mr.  Weston  went  to  the  Water 
Gap  for  hay.     I  worked  on  the  log  sled. 

"Friday,  24<A.— Mr.  Horton  came  with  Mr. 
Weston. 


"  Wednesday,  March  8. — Spent  the  day  getting  a 
white-oak  log  to  the  mill,  and  in  finishing  a  log-way 
for  boats.  (This  '  mill'  was  a  short  distance  above  the 
mouth  of  Nesquehoning  Creek.) 

"  Thursday,  9th. — Spent  the  day  preparing  a  place 
for  building  boats  for  coal.  .  .  . 

"Saturday,  25th. — Spent  the  forenoon  in  carrying 
plank,  etc.,  to  the  river,  and  in  the  afternoon  went 
down  with  some  hands  and  floated  my  ark  bottom 
down  to  Weiss'  landing,  Mr.  Weston  with  me." 

This  landing  was  probably  near  the  mouth  of 
Mauch  Chunk  Creek,  as  we  read  elsewhere  that  Hil- 
legas.  Cist,  and  Weiss  had  some  years  before  formed 
the  "  Lehigh  Coal-Mine  Company,"  and  taken  up 
eight  or  ten  thousand  acres  of  unlocated  land,  and 
that  about  1806  William  Trumbull  bad  an  ark  con- 
structed at  Lausanne,  which  brought  down  two  or 
three  hundred  bushels.  In  a  communication  to  the 
Historical  Society,  Mr.  Erskine  Hazard  says  that 
they,  the  "Lehigh  Coal-Mine  Company,''  "opened 
the  mine  where  it  is  at  present  worked,"  which  would 
be  at  Summit  Hill,  and  "  made  a  very  rough  road 
from  the  mine  to  the  river,"  at  Mauch  Chunk. 

After  detailing  the  work  of  himself  and  others  at 
cutting  timber,  sawing  plank,  shoeing  oxen,  etc.,  the 
journal  continues  : 

"  Wednesday,  April  12,  1815. — Employed  two  men, 
Ely  and  Miner,  to  finish  the  ark.  Spent  the  day  with 
them  at  Weiss's. 

"  Friday,  I'Uh. — Had  a  number  of  men  to  assist  me 
in  turning  the  ark  bottom  at  Weiss's.  Did  not  suc- 
ceed in  turning  it. 

"Saturday,  15th. — Rallied  more  men  from  the  sur- 
rounding country,  and  succeeded  in  turning  the  ark 
bottom." 

From  this  date  to  the  26th  the  journal  details  the 
occupation  of  Mr.  Chapman  and  Mr.  Cist,  among 
other  things,  "  examining  the  new  coal-mine ;  ascer- 
tained that  there  is  undoubtedly  a  large  quantity  of 
coal."  The  Nesquehoning  was  for  many  years  called 
"  The  New  Mine."  By  the  26th  it  would  seem  that 
the  ark  was  loaded,  as  on  that  day  Mr.  Chapman 
"  went  up  Mahoning  Valley  to  engage  hands  for  run- 
ning the  ark,"  and  on  "  Monday,  May  1, 1815,  walked 
to  Lehighton  to  engage  men  for  running  boats  at  the 
'  Training'  there  to-day." 

Whether  he  succeeded  in  getting  men,  or  whether 
he  sent  the  ark  down  the  river,  the  journal  does  not 
state,  but  during  the  month  of  May  he  details  the 
work  of  cutting  timber,  making  plank,  building  and 
loading  boats ;  and  in  June  the  journal  continues : 

"June  10,  1815.— Proceeded  to  Mauch  Chunk  to 
take  care  of  my  boats.     Loaded  one. 

"  Monday,  1 2th.~At  work  loading  my  boats  at 
Mauch  Chunk. 

"  Wednesday,  14<A.— Finished  lower  boat. 

"  Thursday,  15i!A.— Attended  to  loading  upper  boat. 

"July  23,  1815.— Rode  to  Lausanne.  Visited  my 
boats. 
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''August  5i!/(.— Walked  to  Lehighton  and  took  tlie 
required  oath  as  postmaster  of  Lausanne  before  Justice 
Pryor.     Appointed  Samuel  Weston  my  assistant. 

"Monday,  Itli. — Raining  in  the  morning.  Ran  my 
boats  to  Mauch  Chunk. 

"  Suturdw/,  26('/i.— Procured  a  box  of  coal  from  the 
'  Ground  Hog  Vein'  for  trial  below.  Explored  the  hill 
for  more  coal. 

"  Friday,  Sept.  29,  1815.— Arrived  about  sunset  at 
Lausanne  from  Wilkesbarre,  where  I  had  been  to 
engage  workmen  to  build  Flats. 

"  Friday,  October  13<A.— Engaged  Ely,  Sinton,  and 
Eick  to  build  boats;  Sinton  and  self  getting  logs 
down  the  river  from  Turnhole,  Eick  and  Ely  building 
boats. 

*  *  *  ^  ::-**** 

"  Thursday,  Norember  2(?.— Spent  the  day  recaulk- 
ing  my  boats  at  Mauch  Chunk. 

"  Tuesday,  7</t.— Spent  the  day  with  Mr.  Weston, 
opening  the  Ground  Hog  Vein,  up  Rhume  Run." 

The  work  during  November  and  December  appears 
to  be  that  of  opening  the  mines,  making  roads,  getting 
out  timber,  etc.  On  the  13th  of  January,  1816,  Mr. 
Chapman  arrives  by  "  stage-sleigh"  at  Philadelphia, 
where  he  saw  "  Mr.  Wallace,  Dr.  Jones,  Dr.  Parke, 
Mr.  Shober,  Mr.  Mifflin,  and  Dr.  James,"  the  two 
latter  by  appointment,  and  "  made  arrangements 
relative  to  Lausanne  lands." 

"Friday,  19th. — Rode  to  Allentown  to  breakfast, 
thence  to  Lausanne.  Found  the  Lehigh  had  been 
very  high.  Ice  suddenly  gone  out,  and  carried  away 
all  of  my  flats  and  arks  except  one  at  Mr.  Weiss's. 
Thus  has  gone  the  fruits  of  almost  a  year's  labor  and 
expense.'' 

Notwithstanding  this  misfortune,  Mr.  Chapman 
commenced  at  once  the  building  of  other  boats,  work- 
ing all  of  that  winter  and  spring,  and  the  journal 
continues  as  follows : 

"Monday,  llth  May,  1816. — Set  out  down  the  river 
with  two  flats  loaded  with  coal ;  went  to  Easton. 

"  Tuesday,  28th. — Arrived  at  New  Hope.  Con- 
tracted with  Jacob  B.  Smith  for  all  the  coal,  more  or 
less,  at  $18.50.  For  the  first  ten  tons,  cash  down  ; 
remainder  at  same  price,  ninety  days'  credit. 

"  Wednesday,  29th. — Weighed  the  coal,  and  found 
the  whole  amount  twelve  tons,  three  quarters  (fifteen 
hundredweight). 

"  July  3,  1816. — Set  out  for  the  Lehigh  to  make  ar- 
rangements relative  to  my  boats  and  arks.  .  .  . 

"Jan.  4,  1817.— Set  out  for  the  Lehigh  at  Lausanne 
to  attend  to  the  business  of  my  boats  and  coal  at  that 
place.  Returned  on  the  11th,  having  been  absent 
one  week. 

"March  1st.— After  examining  the  situation  of  my 
flats,  proceeded  down  the  river  to  Mr.  Balliet's.  Stayed 
with  Gen.  Craig. 

"  March  28th.— There  having  been  rain,  returned  to 
Lausanne,  but  could  not  get  a  pilot,  as  all  were 
engaged.     Attended  to  my  boats  ;  got  them  free. 


"  Sunday,  April  27,  1818.— Proceeded  in  the  morn- 
ing (after  breakfast  at  Mr.  Harman's)  toward  the 
landing  at  the  Lehigh.  Stopped  a  short  time  at  the 
Beaver  Meadow,  at  Quakake  Valley,  and  arrived  at 
Klotz's,  at  Lausanne,  about  3J  p.m.  Here  being  in- 
formed that  the  gentlemen  who  have  undertaken  the 
improvement  of  the  Lehigh  navigation  were  at  Le- 
highton, I  proceeded  to  that  place  and  found  them  at 
Hagenbuoh's.  Spent  the  evening  in  conversation 
with  Messrs.  White,  Hazard,  and  Hauto,  on  the 
subject  of  the  Lehigh  navigation." 

Here  ends  that  part  of  the  diary  which  pertains  to 
the  operations  of  Miner,  Cist,  and  Chapman.  It  will 
be  noticed  that  in  the  last  entry  which  we  have  quoted 
Mr.  Chapman  speaks  of  meeting  and  consulting  with 
the  men  who  afterwards  successfully  mined  coal 
where  he  and  his  partners  through  adverse  circum- 
stances had  failed.  We  shall  presently  show  how  the 
attention  of  those  men  was  drawn  to  the  field  through 
the  operations  of  their  predecessors.  Mr.  Chapman 
was  destined  to  again  labor  in  the  field  he  had  first 
visited  in  1814.  He  entered  the  employ  of  the  Le- 
high Coal  and  Navigation  Company  as  their  engi- 
neer, and  died  in  Mauch  Chunk  in  1827.  The  imme- 
diate cause  of  his  sickness  was  a  cold  taken  while  en- 
gaged professionally  in  Hackelbernie  tunnel. 

Josiah  White  and  Erskine  Hazard,  who  were  en- 
gaged in  making  wire  at  the  Falls  of  Schuylkill, 
bought  most  of  the  coal  shipped  by  Miner,  Cist,  and 
Chapman,  which  reached  Philadelphia  safely  (three 
out  of  the  five  arks  they  had  intrusted  to  the  turbu- 
lent Lehigh  being  wrecked),  and  it  cost  them  twenty- 
one  dollars  per  ton.  White  and  Hazard  had  been 
induced  to  try  anthracite  by  learning  that  Joshua 
Malin  had  successfully  used  it  in  his  rolling-mill. 
Their  first  experiment  was  a  failure.  Another  was 
tried,  "  and,"  says  Hazard  in  his  communication, 
from  which  we  have  already  quoted,  "  a  whole  night 
was  spent  in  endeavoring  to  make  a  fire  in  the  fur- 
nace, when  the  hands  shut  the  door  and  left  the  mill 
in  despair.  Fortunately,  one  of  them  left  his  jacket 
in  the  mill,  and  returning  for  it  in  about  half  an  hour, 
noticed  that  the  door  was  red-hot,  and  upon  opening 
it  was  surprised  at  finding  the  whole  furnace  at  a 
glowing  white  heat.  The  other  hands  were  sum- 
moned, and  four  separate  parcels  of  iron  were  heated 
and  rolled  by  the  same  fire  before  it  required  renew- 
ing. The  furnace  was  then  replenished,  and  as  let- 
ting it  alone  had  succeeded  so  well,  it  was  concluded 
to  try  it  again,  and  the  experiment  was  repeated  with 
the  same  result." 

Successful  Opening  of  the  Mines  and  Improve- 
ment of  the  River. — Josiah  White,  having  gained 
a  practical  knowledge  of  the  value  of  the  Lehigh 
coal,  made  inquiry  into  their  ownership  and  condi- 
tion, and  determined  to  visit  them  to  see  if  anything 
could  be  done  there.  He  started  out  with  William 
Briggs,  a  stone-mason,  who  had  been  working  for 
him,  and  George  F.  A.  Hauto,  who  had  been  an  oc- 


662 


HISTORY   OF   CARBON  COUNTY,  PENNSYLVANIA. 


casional  visitor  at  the  Falls  of  Schuylkill,  and  the 
little  party  reached  Bethlehem  on  Christmas-eve, 
1817.  They  stayed  at  Lausanne  and  Lehighton,  as 
the  places  nearest  the  mines,  where  they  could  board 
while  visiting  them.  After  a  week  spent  in  examina- 
tion, White  returned  home  favorably  impressed  with 
the  practicability  of  mining  coal  and  of  improving  the 
river  so  that  it  could  be  carried  to  Philadelphia.  "  It 
was  concluded,"  he  saj's,  "that  Erskine  Hazard, 
George  F.  A.  Hauto,  and  myself  should  join  in  the 
enterprise.  I  was  to  mature  the  plan  ;  Hauto  was  to 
procure  the  money  from  his  rich  friends ;  Hazard  was 
to  be  the  scribe,  he  also  being  a  good  machinist  and 
an  excellent  counselor."  We  will  remark  here  that 
Hauto  never  fulfilled  his  part  in  this  plan,  and  that, 
being  a  less  desirable  character  than  the  other  pro- 
jectors had  supposed  him,  his  interest  was  bought  by 
them  at  a  heavy  sacrifice  in  1820. 

Josiah  White,  in  his  communication  to  the  His- 
torical Society,  says,  "  We  three  at  once  set  about 
getting  a  lease  of  the  Lehigh  Coal-Mine  Company's 
lands, — ten  thousand  acres  for  twenty  years,  for  one 
ear  of  corn  a  year,  if  demanded ;  and  from  and  after 
three  years  to  send  to  Philadelphia  at  least  forty 
thousand  bushels  of  coal  per  annum  on  our  own  ac- 
count, so  as  to  be  sure  of  introducing  it  into  the  mar- 
ket, by  which  means  we  hoped  to  make  valuable 
what  had  hitherto  proved  to  be  valueless  to  the  Coal- 
Mine  Company ;  our  intention  being  to  procure  the 
property  of  the  mine  and  river,  which  by  our  plan 
(of  navigation)  was  to  support  itself.  We  soon  ob- 
tained the  grant  of  a  lease,  as  mentioned,  which  re- 
quired two  or  three  weeks  to  perfect,  and  during  this 
time  Erskine  Hazard  wrote  out  the  law  on  the  prin- 
ciples mentioned,  and  then  we  all  posted  to  Harris- 
burg  to  procure  its  passage  through  the  Legislature, 
in  which  we  succeeded  on  the  20th  of  March,  1818, 
entitled  an  act  to  improve  the  navigation  of  the 
river  Lehigh." 

Seven  laws  had  before  been  procured  for  this  purpose 
(in  1771,  1791,  1794,  1798,  1810,  1814,  and  1816),  and 
a  company  had  been  formed  under  one  of  them  which 
spent  nearly  thirty  thousand  dollars  in  clearing  out 
channels,  but  the  work  was  relinquished  because  of 
the  formidable  character  of  the  slate  ledges  about 
seven  miles  above  AUentown. 

White,  Hazard,  and  Hauto  now  proposed,  after 
two  failures  in  working  the  mines  and  at  several  in  im- 
proving the  river,  to  undertake  those  two  enterprises 
and  push  them  to  a  successful  completion.  Their 
project  was  considered  chimerical,  the  improvement 
of  the  Lehigh  particularly  being  deemed  impracti- 
cable because  of  the  failure  of  the  various  companies 
who  had  undertaken  it  under  previous  laws,  one  of 
which  had  raised  money  by  lottery.  Messrs.  White 
and  Hazard  came  to  Mauch  Chunk  in  April,  1818, 
and  having  made  a  survey  of  the  river  for  the  pur- 
pose of  carrying  out  their  plan  of  navigation,  they 
also  bought  the  tract  of  land  on  Mauch  Chunk  Creek 


to  enable  them  to  make,  as  they  supposed  they  could, 
an  unbroken  plane  for  a  road  from  the  great  coal- 
mine to  the  river  of  two  feet  in  descent  in  the  one 
hundred.  But  in  laying  it  out  it  was  found  that  the 
fall  in  the  creek  for  two  and  a  half  miles  at  the  lower 
end  was  too  great,  and  they  were  therefore  obliged  to 
make  a  variation  in  the  plan  from  one  foot  to  about 
four  and  a  half  to  the  hundred.  White  and  Hazard 
made  the  location  of  this  road  themselves,  and  it  is 
said  to  have  been  the  first  "  laid  out  by  an  instru- 
ment, on  the  principle  of  dividing  the  whole  descent 
into  the  whole  distance  as  regularly  as  the  ground 
would  admit  of,  and  have  no  undulation."  Upon 
this  road  the  coal  was,  at  the  commencement  of  the 
work,  hauled  from  Summit  Hill  to  Mauch  Chunk. 

During  the  year  1818  the  plan  for  the  organization 
of  the  Lehigh  Coal  and  Navigation  Company  was 
arranged  on  the  basis  of  a  capital  of  two  hundred 
thousand  dollars  in  two  hundred  shares  of  one  thou- 
sand dollars  each,  of  which  White,  Hazard,  and 
Hauto  were  each  to  have  fifty,  leaving  fifty  to  be 
subscribed  for  by  others,  who  were  to  have  all  that 
was  made  up  to  eighteen  per  cent.,  and  the  principal 
proprietors  the  residue.  But  there  was  a  diversity  ot 
opinion  about  the  relative  profits  of  the  two  interests, 
— mining  and  navigation, — some  having  faith  in  the 
success  of  one  and  some  in  that  of  the  other.  There- 
fore it  was  considered  expedient  to  form  two  com- 
panies. 

The  Lehigh  Navigation  Company  was  organized 
Aug.  10,  and  the  Lehigh  Coal  Company  on  Oct.  10, 
1818.  White,  Hazard,  and  Hauto  were  the  leading 
men  in  both  companies.  In  the  spring  of  1820  they 
were  consolidated,  and  on  Feb.  13,  1822,  incorporated 
under  the  title  of  the  Lehigh  Coal  and  Navigation 
Company.  The  first  election  of  oflScers  of  which 
there  is  any  record  preserved  occurred  on  the  23d  of 
May,  1821,  when  John  Cox  was  chosen  president; 
Jonathan  Zell,  treasurer ;  Jacob  Shoemaker,  secre- 
tary ;  and  Messrs.  White  and  Hazard  acting  managers. 
Prior  to  the  consolidation  work  had  been  carried  on 
by  the  separate  companies  with  many  diflSculties  and 
under  the  disadvantage  of  scanty  funds. 

The  Navigation  Company,  as  soon  as  it  was  organ- 
ized, began  the  work  of  making  the  river  a  safe  water- 
way, with  thirteen  hands,  under  Josiah  White,  at  the 
mouth  of  Nesquehoning  Creek.  The  number  of  em- 
ployes was  soon  increased  to  seventy,  and  afterwards 
to  a  much  larger  number.  They  rigged  two  scows, 
about  thirty-five  feet  long  by  fourteen  feet  wide,  for 
lodging-  and  eating-rooms  for  the  men  ;  also  one  scow 
for  the  managers'  counting-house,  store-house,  and 
dwelling,  and  one  for  kitchen  and  bake-house.  In 
these  four  boats,  as  the  work  at  one  point  was  fin- 
ished, they  floated  down  to  another  at  which  opera- 
tions were  to  be  commenced.  White  says,  "The  im- 
provement being  in  a  wilderness  country,  the  work- 
men came  from  many  nations,  and  were  strangers  to 
us.    We  kept  but  little  cash  about  us,  paying  the  men 
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in  checks,  which  were  nqt  to  be  paid  by  the  banks 
unless  signed  by  two  of  us.  Thus  we  offered  no  in- 
ducements for  them  to  commit  any  violence  on  us  in 
the  wilderness,  for  we  were  known  to  have  do  money 
on  our  persons.  We  were  each  (himself  and  Hazard) 
clad  in  a  complete  suit  of  buckskin  clothes,  and  were 
sometimes  ourselves  looked  upon  as  suspicious  persons 
in  the  country  around." 

The  improvement  consisted  at  first  of  wing  dams, 
as  the  company  could  not  then  raise  suflBoient  means 
to  make  a  slack-water  navigation,  and  they  did  not 
know  that  the  market  would  take  from  them  a  suflB- 
cient  quantity  of  coal  to  justify  the  expense  of  a  more 
perfect  system  of  improvement.  In  their  report  to  the 
stockholders,  Dec.  31,  1818,  the  managers  said  that 
they  had  "  made  dams  amounting  in  length  to  about 
thirteen  thousand  feet,  and  supposed  to  contain  up- 
wards of  sixteen  thousand  perches  of  stone.  By  these 
dams  the  parts  of  the  lower  section  that  were  consid- 
ered the  worst  have  been  made  navigable  at  all  sea- 
sons of  common  low  water,  and  a  fresh  dam  of  four 
hundred  and  fifty  feet  long  is  nearly  finished,  which 
they  trust  will  accommodate  the  public  with  a  navi- 
gation to  Easton  the  coming  season."  The  following 
year,  however,  they  found  that  they  had  been  misin- 
formed in  regard  to  the  lowest:  point  reached  by  the 
river,  and  that  the  natural  flow  of  the  Lehigh  was 
insufficient  to  give  eighteen  inches  and  a  width  of 
twenty-five  feet,  as  was  required  by  law,  and  hence 
they  were  obliged  to  resort  to  the  plan  of  producing 
artificial  freshets.  For  this  purpose  a  peculiar  sluice 
was  needed,  and  Josiah  White  devoted  himself  for 
several  weeks  to  the  work  of  constructing  one,  finally 
producing  what  came  to  be  known  as  the  "  Bear 
Trap."  He  built  a  miniature  experimental  sluice  in 
Mauch  Chunk  Creek,  about  where  Concert  Hall  now 
stands,  and  the  name  "  Bear  Trap"  was  given  to  it  by 
the  workmen,  who  were  annoyed  by  the  inquiries  of 
the  curious  as  to  what  they  were  making.' 

During  the  year  1819  twelve  of  these  dams  and 
locks  were  built,  and  the  managers  fully  proved  their 
ability  to  send  to  the  market,  by  the  artificial  naviga- 
tion, such  a  regular  supply  of  coal  as  would  supply 
the  demand.  The  improvement  of  the  river  was  ex- 
tended to  the  Lehigh  Water  Gap,  ten  miles  below 
Mauch  Chunk.  The  company,  notwithstanding  it  had 
spent  all  of  its  capital,  employed  as  many  men  during 
the  winter  of  1819-20  as  they  could  find  work  for, 
and  kept  their  financial  condition  a  secret  from  the 
public.  It  would  have  been  ruinous  for  them  to  have 
disbanded  their  men,  "  and,"  says  White,  "  would  have 
confirmed  the  public  in  what  they  had  predicted,— 
another  failure." 

In  the  year  1820,  the  two  companies  having  been 
united,  as  heretofore  described,  further  improvements 
were  made  in  the  locks  and  dams,  and  the  first  an- 


1  The  term  was  afterwards  applied  to  the  locality  where  the  sluice 
was  coDstrDCted,  and  is  still  sometimes  used  to  designate  it. 


thracite  coal  sent  to  market  by  artificial  navigation,  the 
whole  quantity  being  three  hundred  and  sixty-Jive  tons, 
which  proved  more  than  enough  for  family  supplies  in 
Philadelphia,  and  the  company  being  indebted  to  the 
rolling-mills  for  taking  the  surplus.  The  price  was 
$8.40  per  ton.  In  1821  the  amount  sent  down  the 
river  was  one  thousand  and  seventy-three  tons.  In 
1822  and  1823  the  descending  navigation  was  perfected. 
In  the  former  year  two  thousand  two  hundred  and 
forty  tons  of  coal  were  shipped,  and  in  the  latter  five 
thousand  eight  hundred  tons,  of  which  one  thousand 
tons  was  left  and  sold  the  next  spring.  In  1824,  "  with 
many  misgivings,"  says  Josiah  White,  "there  was 
sent  down  the  enormous  quantity,  as  it  was  thought,  of 
nine  thousand  five  hundred  and  forty-one  tons."  The 
predictions  that  were  made  that  not  half  of  it  woijld 
be  sold  did  not  prove  true,  for  people  finding  that  the 
supply  was  likely  to  be  permanently  adequate,  and 
the  price  kept  at  $8.40  or  less,  began  to  use  it  more 
genferally  for  domestic  purposes.  The  turning-point 
in  the  use  of  anthracite  had  been  reached.  In  the 
year  1825  the  company  sent  to  market  twenty-eight 
thousand  three  hundred  and  ninety-three  tons  of  coal. 
Here  we  take  leave  of  the  old  system  of  navigation, 
of  which  a  further  account  will  be  found  in  the  chap- 
ter on  internal  improvements,  as  well  as  the  history 
of  the  more  advanced  canal  navigation  which  suc- 
ceeded the  river  improvement. 

The  mine  at  Summit  Hill  had,  of  course,  been  vig- 
orously worked  to  supply  the  quantities  of  coal  which 
we  have  seen  were  shipped  from  1820  to  1825.  The 
coal  was  taken  out  as  stone  is  quarried.  Hauto,  writ- 
ing of  it  in  December,  1819,  says,  "...  We  have  un- 
covered about  four  acres  of  coal,  removing  all  the 
earth,  dirt,  slate,  etc.  (about  twelve  feet  deep),  so  as 
to  leave  a  surface  for  the  whole  of  that  area  of  nothing 
but  the  purest  coal,  containing  millions  of  bushels. 
We  cut  a  passage  through  the  rocks,  so  that  now  the 
teams  drive  right  into  the  mine  to  load.  The  mine 
being  situated  near  the  summit  of  the  mountain  we 
are  not  troubled  with  water,  and  the  coal  quarries  very 
easy.  We  have  worked  the  stratum  about  thirty  feet 
deep,  and  how  much  deeper  it  is  we  do  not  know." 
In  an  address,  published  by  the  company  in  1821,  the 
mine  was  described  as  appearing  "to  extend  over 
some  hundreds  of  acres  of  land,  covered  by  about 
twelve  feet  of  loose,  black  dirt,  resembling  moist  gun- 
powder, which  can  be  removed  by  cattle  with  scrapers, 
and  thrown  into  the  valley  below,  so  as  never  to  im- 
pede the  work.  The  thickness  of  the  coal  is  not 
known,  but  a  shaft  has  been  sunk  in  it  thirty-five 
feet  without  penetrating  through."  Professor  Silli- 
man,  in  his  journal,  nine  years  later,  described  the 
mine  as  follows:  "The  coal  is  fairly  lajd  open  to  view 
and  lies  in  stupendous  masses,  which  are  worked  in 
open  air  exactly  as  in  a  stone-quarry.  The  excava- 
tion being  in  an  angular  area,  and  entered  at  different 
points  by  roads  cut  through  the  coal,  in  some  places 
quite  down  to  the  lowest  level,  it  has  inuch  the  apr 
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pearance  of  a  vast  fort,  of  which  the  central  area  is 
the  parade-ground,  and  the  upper  escarpment  is  the 
platform  for  the  cannon.''  Mining  coal  from  the 
open  cut  was  practiced  almost  exclusively  at  this 
point  until  1844,  when,  owing  to  the  dip  of  the  veins, 
the  uncovering  became  too  heavy  to  be  profitably 
carried  on,  and  was,  therefore,  abandoned  and  under- 
ground work  resorted  to.  Prior  to  1827  all  of  the  coal 
taken  from  the  Summit  Hill  mine  was  sent  to  Mauch 
Chunk  in  wagons  down  the  turnpike  road,  which  has 
been  described,  but  this  method  of  transporting  it 
was  superseded  by  a  better  one,  which  bore  strong 
testimony  to  the  enterprising  and  far-seeing  nature 
of  the  managers. 

The  First  Railroad,  the  "Back  Track"  and  the 
"Switchback"  or  Gravity  Road.— In  May,  1827, 
the  railroad  from  the  mines  to  Mauch  Chunk  was  be- 
gun.    This  was  the  first  railroad  ever  constructed  for 


TWO-MILE  TUKN  ON   THE   SWITCHBACK. 

the  transportation  of  coal,  and,  with  one  or  two  trifling 
exceptions,  for  any  other  purpose.'  For  many  years 
it  attracted  the  attention  of  travelers  as  a  most  won- 
derful novelty.     This  road  was  placed  mainly  on  the 

'  The  Quincy  (MassachuBette)  Railroad,  three  miles  In  length,  was 
made  in  the  fall  of  1826.  There  had  previouBly  been  ashort  wooden  rail- 
road, not  plated  with  iron,  at  Loiper's  etone-quarry,  but  this  was  worn 
out  and  not  in  use  when  the  Mauch  Chunk  road  was  constructed. 


route  of  the  old  wagon-road.  The  distance  to  the  river 
from  the  mines  is  about  nine  miles.  The  elevation  of 
Summit  Hill  above  the  river  at  the  point  where  the 
coal  was  delivered  into  boats  is  nine  hundred  and 
thirty-six  feet.  The  railroad  made  this  descent  by  an 
irregular  declivity,  finally  passing  the  coal  down  long 
chutes  into  the  boats  on  the  water.  The  whole  was 
completed  under  the  superintendence  of  Josiah  White, 
who  had  conceived  the  idea,  in  about  four  months. 
The  rails  were  of  rolled  bar-iron,  about  three-eighths 
of  an  inch  in  thickness  and  one  and  a  half  inches 
inches  in  width,  laid  upon  a  wooden  foundation. 
The  sleepers  were  four  feet  apart,  and  rested  upon 
stone.  The  loaded  cars  or  wagons,  as  they  were  at 
first  called,  each  carrying  about  one  and  a  half  tons 
of  coal,  were  connected  in  trains  of  from  six  to  four- 
teen, each  attended  by  a  couple  of  men,  who  regu- 
lated their  speed.  They  made  the  descent  entirely  by 
the  force  of  gravity,  and  being  quickly  un- 
loaded at  the  chutes,  were  returned  on  the 
same  track  to  the  mines,  being  drawn  by 
mules.  They  descended  with  the  trains  in 
cars  made  expressly  for  the  purpose,  afford- 
ing a  novel  spectacle.  The  descent  was 
made  in  about  thirty  minutes,  and  the  mules, 
each  pulling  three  or  four  cars,  made  the 
laborious  back  trip  in  about  three  hours. 
The  length  of  the  road,  including  "  turn-outs" 
and  branch  roads  to  and  into  the  mines,  was 
twelve  and  a  half  miles.  It  was  built  at  a 
cost  of  about  three  thousand  and  fifty  dollars 
per  mile,  or,  to  be  exact,  a  total  of  thirty- 
eight  thousand  seven  hundred  and  twenty- 
six  dollars.  The  managers  said,  in  their 
annual  report,  "  One  hundred  and  forty-six 
railroad  wagons  have  been  made,  and  the 
utility  of  the  road  proved  by  transporting 
27,770  tons  of  coal,  at  a  saving  over  the  turn- 
pike of  64f  cents  per  ton,  and  has  produced 
a  saving  this  year  of  over  $15,000.  In 
mining  the  coal  and  in  the  boating  depart- 
ment sixteen  cents  per  ton  have  been  saved, 
and  the  cost  of  the  coal  was  thus  reduced 
eighty  cents  per  ton."  The  whole  amount  of 
coal  sent  to  market  during  the  year  was 
thirty-two  thousand  and  seventy-four  tons, 
for  the  transportation  of  which  nearly  fifteen 
miles  of  boats  were  constructed  from  seven 
million  four  hundred  and  twelve  thousand 
one  hundred  and  eighty -three  feet  of  lumber, 
taken  from  the  forests  up  the  river. 
In  1830  the  company  commenced  a  railroad  which 
connected  the  Rhume  Run  mines  with  the  landing 
about  a  mile  above  Mauch  Chunk.  These  mines  had 
been  opened  a  short  time  before  on  the  northern  side 
of  the  coal-basin,  at  a  break  in  the  mountain  caused 
by  the  passage  of  Rhume  Run  Creek,  which  flows  into 
the  Nesquehoning.  The  road  was  substantially  built 
along  the  side  of  the  mountain,  the  rails  being  set  in 


BOROUGH  OF  MAUCH  CHUNK. 


665 


cast-iron  knees  bolted  to  stone  blocks.  Coal  was 
brought  down  on  this  road  by  the  force  of  gravity, 
precisely  the  same  as  upon  the  Summit  Hill  and 
Mauch  Chunk  road,  and  at  the  river  was  discharged 
down  an  inclined  plane  into  boats.  When  the  Nes- 
quehoning  Valley  Eailroad  was  built  the  old  gravity 
road  was  abandoned. 

By  the  spring  of  1844  the  demand  for  coal  had  be- 
come so  great  that  greater  facilities  were  needed  for 
its  transportation  from  the  mines  to  the  river.     The 
idea  of  a  back  track  to  convey  the  empty 
cars  from  tlie  river  to  the  mine  had  been 
conceived   some   years    before    by   Josiah 
White,  and  was  now  carried  out.     To  effect 
this  object  a  plane  was  constructed  from 
the  head  of  the  chutes  to  the  top  of  Mount 
Pisgah,  about  nine  hundred  feet  above  the 
Lehigh.     From  the  plateau  to  the  moun- 
tain-top is  six  hundred  and  sixty-four  feet. 
The  length  of  the  plane  constructed  was 
two  thousand  three  hundred  and  twenty- 
two   feet.     Up  this  ascent  the  cars  were 
drawn  by  two  stationary  steam-engines  of 
one  hundred  and  twenty  horse-power  each, 
and  from  thence  allowed  to  run  by  gravity 
towards  the  mines  on  a  track  descending  at 
an  average  grade  of  fifty  feet  to  the  mile, 
six  miles  to  the  foot  of  Mount  Jefferson. 
From   this  point  they  were  again  raised 
four  hundred  and  sixty-two  feet,  upon  a 
plane  two  thousand  and   seventy   feet   in 
length,  and  thence  by  gravity  they  run  a 
mile  to  the  town  of  Summit  Hill.     The 
back  track  was  completed  and  opened  in 
1845,  and  in  the  following  year  operations 
were  commenced  in  Panther  Creek  Valley. 
Into   this   valley   the   cars   descended    for 
their  loads  of  coal  by  the  "switchback," 
now  abandoned,  which  gave  to  the  whole 
unique  and  ingenious  system  the  name  by 
which  it   still  is  improperly  called.     The 
cars  zigzaged  down  the  "  switchback,"  re- 
versing their  motion  where  the  tracks  came 
together   in   the  form  of  a  Y.     This  was 
effected  by  a  simple  arrangement  of  self- 
acting  switches.     Supposing  that  the  car 
came  down  the  track  represented  by  the 
left  branch  of  the  Y,  it  would  continue 
upon  the  stem  by  the  momentum  it  had 
gained  on  the  steep  down-grade  of  two  hundred  and 
twenty-one  feet  to  the   mile,  but  not  far,  for  that 
portion  of  the  track  represented  by  the  stem  of  the 
letter  had  an  ascending  grade.    As  soon  as  the  car 
had  come  to  a  stand-still  it  began  to  run  down  the 
ascent,  but  the  switch  having  been  closed  by  a  spring, 
instead  of  running  back  a  little  way  on  the  road  it 
had  descended,  it  was  directed  to  the  right  branch  of 
the  Y,  and  so  continued  its  descent  until  it  reached 
another  switch,  when  the  automatic  operation  was  re- 


peated. The  cars  when  loaded  were  drawn  to  the 
summit  upon  a  plane  similar  to  that  at  Mount  Pisgah 
and  Mount  Jefferson,  and  thence  rolled  along  the 
gravity  road  to  Mauch  Chunk.  This  plan  of  the 
gravity  road  over  the  mountains  from  the  mines  to 
the  river  and  back  accomplished  all  that  it  was  ex- 
pected to,  and  was  as  complete  a  success  from  a 
financial  point  of  view  as  it  was  from  that  of  the 
engineer. 

The  Mount  Pisgah  plane  was   considered   at  the 


THE  HOMESTRETCH  ON  THE  SWITCHBACK. 

time  of  its  construction  as  the  greatest  triumph  of 
engineering  in  its  peculiar  line  ever  known,  the  height 
being  the  greatest  overcome  by  similar  means.  The 
machinery  of  the  planes  was  practically  the  same  as 
that  now  in  use,  which  we  shall  presently  describe. 
The  construction  of  the  Nesquehoning  Valley  Eail- 
road with  a  tunnel  connecting  with  the  Panther 
Creek  Valley  rendered  the  original  gravity  road,  the 
back  track,  and  the  Switchback  useless  to  the  Lehigh 
Coal  and  Navigation  Company  for  the  purposes  they 
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were  designed  for  and  so  many  years  fulfilled  ;  but, 
owing  to  their  novelty,  they  are  retained,  with  the 
exception  of  the  Switchback,  and  the  gravity  circuit 
of  eighteen  miles  to  and  from  the  mines  can  be  made 
by  townspeople  or  tourists  in  comfortable  passenger- 
cars,  the  road  now  being  under  lease  to  the  Philadel- 
phia and  Reading  Railroad  Company. 

Ascending  to  the  starting-point  at  the  foot  of  Mount 
Pisgah  plane  (in  Upper  Mauch  Chunk),  one  may 
study  the  mechanism  of  the  cars  and  cables,  and  at 


MOUNT   PISGAH    PLANE. 

the  top  the  application  of  the  power  which  lifts  the 
cars  with  their  human  loads  to  the  glorious  heights 
where  they  begin  their  swift  and  fascinating  journey 
along  the  wooded  mountain-top  towards  the  scene  of 
Ginter's  important  discovery  in  1791.  At  the  top  of 
Mount  Pisgah,  in  a  house  with  two  great  chimneys, 
are  the  giants  which  genius  has  set  to  work  to  over- 
come the  ascent  of  the  mountain.  Xhey  are  engines 
each  capable  of  exerting  the  power  of  one  hundred 
and  twenty  horses.  They  revolve  two  iron  drums  of 
twenty-eight  feet  diameter,  designed  for  operating, 


by  means  of  two  double  Swedish  iron  bands  seven  and 
a  half  inches  wide,  a  safety-car  on  each  track  of  the 
plane.  These  drums  can  be  revolved  together  or 
separately,  as  circumstances  may  require,  and  are  as 
perfectly  under  the  control  of  the  engineer  in  charge 
as  are  the  driving-wheels  of  a  locomotive.  They  are 
simply  intended  to  wind  up  and  unwind  the  iron 
bands  alluded  to,  which  are  attached  to  the  safety- 
cars,  and  pass  over  rollers  between  the  rails  of  each 
track  when  the  machine  is  in  motion.  These  bands 
are  made  of  the  very  best  of  iron,  are  almost 
as  strong  and  flexible  as  steel,  and  wind 
upon  the  drums  as  readily,  to  all  appearance, 
as  if  composed  of  leather.  They  are  long 
enough  to  reach  from  the  engine-house  to 
the  foot  of  the  plane,  and,  when  a  passenger- 
car  is  moved  up  one  track  by  a  safety-car  in 
its  rear,  the  other  safety-car,  attached  to  its 
band,  moves  down  to  take  its  place  in  the 
rear  of  another  passenger-car.  This  position 
in  the  rear  of  the  passenger-car  is  reached  by 
an  ingenious  arrangement,  which  obviates 
the  necessity  of  detaching  it  from  its  connec- 
tion with  the  power  by  which  it  is  controlled. 
As  it  reaches  the  foot  of  the  plane  the  gauge 
of  its  running-gear  contracts,  it  takes  a  nar- 
rower track,  and  descends  down  a  steeper 
decline  into  a  pit  between  the  rails  until  out 
of  the  way,  when  the  passenger-car  moves 
over  and  a  short  distance  in  advance  of  it. 
When  all  is  ready  a  signal  passes  from  the 
conductor  below  to  the  engineer  above ;  the 
great  drums  are  set  in  motion ;  the  band 
which  passes  under  and  between  the  wheels 
of  the  passenger-car  becomes  taut,  and  the 
little  safety-car  comes  slowly  out,  and  is  soon 
pushing  up  the  loaded  passenger-car  towards 
the  elevated  summit.  The  safety-car  looks 
like  a  small,  solidly-built  truck  with  extra 
gearing  and  a  strong  bumper.  It  is  so  called 
because  provided  with  an  iron  arm,  which 
extends  over  a  ratchet-rail,  upon  which  the 
least  backward  movement  would  cause  it  to 
fall,  holding  the  little  train  stationary.  In 
all  the  years  that  the  plane  has  been  in  oper- 
ation not  a  single  person  has  been  injured  in 
going  up  the  mountain. 

The  so-called  "  Switchback,"  or  more  prop- 
erly the  gravity  railroad,  was  leased  by  the  Philadel- 
phia and  Reading  Railroad,  and  sub-leased  by  that 
corporation  to  Thomas  L.  Mumford,  who  is  its  present 
manager,  and  by  whom,  assisted  by  his  brother,  H.  J. 
Mumford,  superintendent  and  passenger  agent,  it  is 
operated. 

Improvements  at  Mauch  Chunk— Appearance 
of  the  Settlement.— The  laud  upon  which  the  oldest 
part  of  Mauch  Chunk  was  built,  that  about  the  mouth 
of  the  creek,  was  surveyed  ou  a  warrant  issued  to 
William  Bell,  June  28,  1774,  and  the  return  of  the 
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survey  was  made  Jan.  14,  1798.  The  tract  of  fifty- 
four  and  three-quarters  acres  was  patented  to  White, 
Hazard,  and  Hauto,  Jan.  26,  1820.  It  was  not  origi- 
nally the  intention  of  the  company  to  make  the  spot 
the  site  of  the  principal  town  in  their  territory,  but 
they  were  compelled  by  necessity  to  do  so.  They 
thought  it  best  to  place  the  town  at  Lausanne  (mouth 
of  the  Nesquehoning),  a  mile  above,  but  the  owner  of 
the  land,  thinking  that  the  company  must  accept  his 
terms,  made  them  so  high  that  he  defeated  his  own 
purpose.  He  was  offered  three-fourths  of  the  pre- 
posterous price  which  he  had  set  upon  the  property, 
but  refused  it,  and  the  company,  having  then  made 
their  highest  bid,  ceased  forever  their  endeavor  to 
buy.  "  A  Common  Observer,"  in  a  contribution  to 
the  Mavch  Chunk  Courier  in  1830,  writes  as  follows 
of  the  relative  merits  of  different  sites  for  an  impor- 
tant town  :  "  Mauch  Chunk  seems  by  nature  designed 
for  a  place  of  business,  but  as  there  is  not  sufficient 
room,  owing  to  the  approach  of  the  mountains  to  the 
Lehigh,  for  a  town  of  much  size,  the  business  of  the 
place  will  most  likely  be  confined  pretty  much  to  the 
shipment  of  coal.  The  Landing,  or  Lausanne,  is  less 
confined  than  Mauch  Chunk,  and  it  is  probable  from 
its  location,  being  at  the  head  of  the  navigation,  and 
at  the  commencement  of  the  turnpike  leading  to  the 
Susquehanna,  that  it  will  in  a  short  time  become  a 
place  of  merchandize  and  produce  destined  to  and 
for  the  upper  country.  .  .  .  But  summing  up  the  ad- 
vantages of  either  of  these  places  for  a  flourishing 
country  town,  they  will  not  compare  with  Lehigh- 
ton." 

The  improvements  made  at  Mauch  Chunk  were  at 
first  merely  those  necessary  to  the  business  of  the 
company,  most  rigidly  utilitarian  in  character,  and 
the  town  gained  little  attractiveness  until  it  was 
opened  to  individual  enterprise. 

The  settlement,  when  about  one  year  old,  was  de- 
scribed as  follows  by  George  F.  A.  Hauto:  "  We  have 
erected  about  forty  buildings  for  different  purposes, 
among  which  is  a  saw-mill  (driven  by  the  river),  for 
the  purpose  of  sawing  stuff  for  the  use  of  the  navi- 
gation ;  .  .  .  one  other  saw-mill  (driven  by  Mauch 
Chunk  Creek),  a  grist-mill,  a  mill  for  the  saving  of 
labor  for  the  construction  of  wagons,  etc.  (also  driven 
by  the  creek),  smitheries  (with  eight  fires),  work- 
shops, dwellings,  wharves,  etc.  We  have  cut  about 
fifteen  thousand  saw-logs  and  cleared  four  hundred 
acres  of  land." 

Nicholas  Brink  came  up  from  Philadelphia,  as 
company  steward,  in  1818.  His  wife,  Margaret,  was 
the  first  woman  who  came  to  Mauch  Chunk.  They 
brought  with  them  four  children, — Henry,  William, 
Nicholas,  and  Elizabeth.  The  last  named  (Mrs.  John 
Painter,  now  the  only  survivor  of  the  family)  was  two 
years  old  when  she  came  here,  and  has  been  longer  a 
resident  of  the  town  than  any  other  person.  There 
was  born  to  the  Brinks,  in  1820,  another  child,  who 
was  named,  in  honor  of  the  three  pioneer  proprietors. 


Josiah  White  Erskine  Hazard  George  F.  A.  Hauto 
Brink.  As  this  was  the  first  birth  at  the  settlement, 
it  was  celebrated  by  the  rough  and  motley  crowd  of 
laborers  in  quite  a  demonstrative  manner.  "  The  for- 
est was  illuminated  with  pine  torches,  plenty  of  good 
old  and  pure  whiskey  was  drank,  and  the  noise  and 
dancing  were  so  great  that  it  seemed  as  if  the  very 
tops  of  the  pines  had  caught  the  infection  and  kept 
time  with  it  by  waving  to  and  fro."  This  boy,  grown 
to  manhood,  became  an  employe  of  the  Lehigh  Coal 
and  Navigation  Company,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death, 
in  1877,  was  an  engineer  at  the  Summit  Hill  mines. 

The  house  built  for  Steward  Brink  and  his  family 
was  the  first  dwelling  in  Mauch  Chunk.  They  lived 
in  a  boat  upon  the  river  until  it  was  completed,  having 
just  such  a  floating  domicile  as  had  White  and  Hazard 
and  their  laborers.  The  house  was  erected  on  the 
lower  bank  of  the  creek,  and  near  the  river,  not  far 
from  where  the  Lehigh  Valley  Eailroad  Company's 
building  now  is.  The  family  lived  in  one  end  of  the 
structure,  and  Mr.  Brink  had  his  bakery  in  the  other 
end.  Three,  or  four  men  were  employed  in  the  bakery. 
Mrs.  Brink  soon  after  she  was  settled  in  the  new 
house  had  six  hundred  boarders  to  take  care  of,  that 
being  about  the  number  engaged  on  the  river  im- 
provement, on  the  coal  road,  and  in  the  mills  and 
shops  and  smitheries.  They  took  their  meals  and  slept 
in  a  long  building  adjoining  the  dwelling-house. 

Other  buildings  were  soon  erected,  among  the  first 
being  Josiah  White's,  now  John  Leisenring's,  in  1822, 
at  a  cost  of  seventeen  hundred  and  forty-five  dollars, 
and  the  company's  store,  where  Mr.  Leisenring's 
garden  now  is,  to  which  meals  were  sent  for  the  mana- 
gers from  Brink's.  William  Zane's  house,  afterwards 
Nathan  Patterson's,  was  built  in  1821.  Sixteen  stone 
houses  on  both  sides  of  Broadway,  below  the  "  willow 
tree,"  were  commenced  in  1822,  and  finished  in  the 
following  year.  A  two-story  stone  building^ — the  com- 
pany's store-house — was  built  in  1828,  where  the 
court-house  now  is,  costing  four  thousand  five  hun- 
dred and  sixty-two  dollars.  This  was  donated  to 
Carbon  County  upon  its  organization,  and  served  as 
a  temple  of  justice  until  it  was  burned  in  the  disas- 
trous fire  of  1849.  The  "  Bear  Trap"  shop,  where  the 
wheelwright,  James  McCray,  labored,  had  been  built 
in  1822,  and  some  stables  for  oxen  and  mules  near  by. 
In  1824  the  ravine  was  given  a  further  appearance 
of  being  inhabited  by  the  erection  of  nineteen  log 
buildings  above  the  "  Bear-Trap,"  and  in  1825  seven 
plank  houses  were  built  adjoining  the  stone  dwellings 
of  which  we  have  spoken.  The  Mansion  House  was 
begun  in  1828  and  finished  in  1824,  and  a  foundry 
built  the  same  year.  The  stone  grist-mill  which  had 
been  commenced  in  1821  was  completed  in  1825,  and 
three  saw-mills  were  put  in  operation  on  the  river 
about  the  same  time.  Prior  to  this  period  saw-mills 
and  dwellings  had  also  been  built  at  Lauraytown. 

In  1827  the  company  built  their  first  bridge  across 
the  Lehigh  (a  wooden  structure),  erected  a  fire-proof 
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office  where  the  First  National  Bank  now  is,  and  took 
a  step  toward  the  protection  of  their  other  property 
by  purchasing  a  hand  fire-engine,  still  to  be  seen  in 
Upper  Mauch  Chunk,  for  which,  with  hose  and 
buckets,  they  paid  six  hundred  and  ninety-six  dollars. 
Thus  building  went  on  and  improvements  were  made 
until  the  rough  mining  and  lumbering  camp  became  a 
town. 

Still  it  bore  a  very  crude  and  rough  appearance, 
and  there  was  nowhere  to  be  seen  any  attempt  at  or- 
nament or  the  attainment  of  any  comforts  beyond  the 
commonest.  The  stone  houses  were  all  alike, — small, 
thick-walled,  with  a  low  second  story,  and  they  in- 
variably displayed  a  door  and  one  window  below  and 
two  square  windows  above.  The  fronts  were  finished 
in  what  is  known  as  the  "  rough  cast"  or  "  pebble 
dashed"  style. 

The  road  and  the  creek  did  not  occupy  the  same 
relative  position  that  they  now  do,  and  the  ravine  in 
some  places  was  a  deep,  mirey  marsh,  thickly  over- 
grown with  brush  and  covered  with  a  tangle  of  vines, 
through  which  a  man  could  not  make  his  way. 

When  the  channel  of  the  stream  was  shifted  about 
to  suit  the  people  who  had  sought  homes  in  the 
narrow  gorge,  and  Broadway  laid  out  as  it  now  is, 
there  still  remained  the  work  of  raising  the  roadway 
to  its  present  level  and  of  covering  and  confining  the 
creek  in  the  channel  which  had  been  provided  for  it, 
and  this  was  not  accomplished  until  recent  years. 

The  appearance  of  the  town  of  a  half-century  ago 
has  been  described  as  follows  by  James  T.  Blakslee : 

"When  I  landed  here  the  3d  day  of  April,  1833, 
there  was  not  a  dwelling  on  either  side  of  Broadway 
or  on  Susquehanna  Street  from  William  Butler's  resi- 
dence to  the  Mansion  House,  the  only  hotel  then  in 
town.  There  were  no  dwellings  on  the  south  side  of 
Broadway,  from  the  old  'willow-tree'  up  to  where  Mr. 
Wilhelm's  house  now  stands,  and  very  few  on  either 
side  above.  John  Fatzinger's  foundry  and  machine- 
shop  was  then  in  operation.  There  was  no  Upper  or 
East  Mauch  Chunk.  We  had  what  were  then  called 
Northern  Liberties  and  Burlington,  the  present  site 
of  Packerton.  The  canal  extended  no  farther  up  than 
the  No.  1  dam  and  lock  here,  at  the  foot  of  Broadway. 
The  Gravity  Eailroad  was  in  operation,  the  mules 
riding  down  to  haul  the  return  cars  to  Summit  Hill." 

Men  and  manners  were  as  rough  as  the  surround-  j 
ings  for  the  most  part  during  the  early  years  of  the 
settlement,  and  of  the  colossal  work  that  had  been 
undertaken  in  the  wilderness.  A  great  number  of 
men  had  been  gathered  from  far  and  near,  from  town 
and  country,  to  build  the  river  dams,  to  cut  timber, 
prepare  roadways,  and  delve  in  the  mountain  for  coal. 
They  were  men  of  many  nationalities,  and  usually  of 
rough  nature,  and  when  they  came  together  in  a  frolic 
their  latent  animosities  or  others  suddenly  engen- 
dered, often  terminated  the  meeting  with  a  fight. 
They  were  not  so  much  given,  however,  to  fighting 
among  themselves  as  they  were  to  waging  war  against 


the  Lehighton  laborers,  with  whom  they  were  fre- 
quently engaged  in  sanguinary  encounters  on  their 
own  ground.  The  scenes  enacted  and  the  manner  of 
life  generally  were  about  the  same  as  those  to  be  ob- 
served to-day  wherever  a  large  body  of  men  are  em- 
ployed on  an  extensive  work  considerably  removed 
from  civilized  communities.  The  use  of  liquor  was 
much  more  common  then  than  now.  Laboring  men 
were  commonly  supplied  with  it  by  their  employers. 
The  sturdy  Quaker,  Josiah  White,  made  no  exception 
to  the  rule,  and  the  men  employed  at  Mauch  Chunk 
were  given  their  whiskey  as  regularly  as  their  meals, 
a  man  being  employed  whose  sole  duty  it  was  to  dis- 
pense it,  a  "jigger"  full  at  a  time,  to  each.  William 
Speers  was  the  "jigger  boss''  employed  by  the  com- 
pany, and  it  was  in  recognition  of  his  first  name  that 
the  allowances  came  to  be  generally  called  "  Billy 
cups." 

The  following  rude  verses,  an  impromptu  by  the 
Eev.  Mr.  Webster,  delivered  on  the  occasion  of  a 
temperance  celebration  on  the  Fourth  of  July,  1842, 
allude  to  early-day  customs,  and  will  be  familiar  to 
all  old  residents : 

{Av\ — "John  Anderson  my  Jo.") 

'*  When  old  Mauch  Chunk  was  young, 

J 1  used  to  say, 

A  man  that  labored  liard  should  have 

Six  '  Billy  Cups'  a  day. 
And  so,  with  an  unsparing  hand, 

The  whiskey  flood  was  flung, 
And  drunkards  thej'  were  made  by  scores 

When  old  Mauch  Chunk  was  young. 

"When  old  Mauch  Chunk  was  young, 

At  noon  they  blew  the  horn, 
And,  gathering  thick,  came  g.inga  of  men, 

And  so  at  eve  and  morn. 
With  grace  and  promptitude  and  skill 

They  moistened  lip  and  tongue. 
And  went  to  work  in  rain  and  mud, 

When  old  Mauch  Chunk  was  young. 

'*  When  old  Mauch  Chunk  was  young 

Lehighton  was  in  prime. 
And  fights  and  frolics  frequently 

Were  had  in  olden  time. 
Like  short-tailed  bulls  in  fly-time, 

They  at  each  other  sprung. 
And  many  a  battle  there  was  fought 

When  old  Mauch  Chunk  was  young. 

"  When  old  Mauch  Chunk  was  young. 

And  Captain  Abels  preached. 
The  top  notch  of  intemperance 

By  many  a  one  was  reached  ; 
And  dark  the  cloud  of  sorrow 

O'er  many  a  dwelling  hung, 
With  deep  disgrace  and  poverty, 

When  old  Mauch  Chunk  was  young. 

"When  old  Mauch  Chunk  was  young 

A  treat  was  no  great  shakes 
Unless  before  the  company 

Was  set  a  heap  of  cakes. 
And  never  better  cakes  were  eat, 

Or  better  song  was  sung, 
Than  this  which  we  are  laughing  at. 

When  old  Mauch  Chunk  was  young." 

1  Josiah  White. 
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The  Town  Opened  to  Individual  Enterprise- 
Sale  of  Lots. — Until  1831  the  property  in  the  settle- 
ment all  belonged  to  the  Lehigh  Coal  and  Naviga- 
tion Company,  and  whatever  of  improvement  had 
been  made  was  solely  the  work  of  that  corporation. 
But  now  the  town  was  to  be  opened  to  the  enterprise 
of  individuals,  and  to  enter,  as  was  proved  siibse- 
quently,  upon  an  era  of  moderate  prosperity  based 
upon,  several  independent  causes.  When  the  com- 
pany decided  to  put  the  village  property  in  the  mar- 
ket, they  issued,  under  date  of  Sept.  19,  1831, -the  fol- 
lowing advertisement: 

"-Peraons  desirous-  of  locating  themselves  at  M'auch  Chunk  are  in- 
formed that  lots  in  that  town,  on  both  Sides  of  the  Lehigh,  are  now  of- 
fered for  Bale  on  advantageous  terms,  and  free  from  all  restrictions. 
This  town  is  situated  in  Northampton  County,  at  the  present  head  of 
the 'Lehigh  navigation  (which  is  adapted  to  boats  of  140  tons  burttien)i 
is  46  miles,  by  the  Lehigh  Canal,  from  Easton  (which  is  at  the  conflu- 
ences of  the  Delaware  Canal  to  Philadelphia  and  the  Morris' Canal  to  New 
York),  80  miles  by  land  and  124  miles, by  canal  to, Philadelphia, 96 miles 
by  land  and  156  miles  by  canal  to  New  York,  and  32  miles  by  turnpike 
from  the  Pennsylvania  Canal  at  Berwick,  to  which  place  the  navigation 
will,  no  doubt,  in  a  few  years  be  extended  by  the'  route  of  the  Nesco- 
peck  "Valley.  "Water-powers  can  be  concentrated  here  to  any  extent  re- 
quired for  manufactures,  and  the  families  of  the  laborers  engaged  in 
the  coal  business  (of  which  this  place  is  the  exclusive  shipping  port) 
will  furnish' the.necessary  number  of  suitable  hands.  For  terms, apply 
to  Josiah  White,  acting  manager  at  Mauch  Chunk."  .  , 

The  company  began  to  sell  lots  in  1832.  The  ear- 
liest, purchasers  were  E.  W.  Harland,  who  took  the  lot 
where  Yeager's  furniture  store  now  is  ;  Jesse  K.  Pryor, 
who  bought  the  lot  now  occupied  by  W.  H.  Siroh's 
store ;  Thomas  Belford,  who  became  the  owner  of  an 
adjoining  lot ;  John  Mears,  who,  with  Cornelius  Con- 
nor, secured  the  ground  on  which  the  :  American 
House  stands ;  and  Isaac  T.  Dodson,  who  bought  the 
lot  on  which  Judge  A.  G.  Brodhead  now  lives. 

In  1833,  Albert  Abbott  bought  ,the  lot  next  above 
the  present  residence  of  Kev.  M.  A.  Tolman ;  Isaac 
Salkeld,  the  property  now  owned  by  W.  G.  Freyman ; 
Benjamin  E.  McConnell,  the  lot  known  as,  "the 
Packer  corner"  (where  the  Lehigh  Railroad  building 
stands),  giving  therefor  six  hundred  dollars;  Daniel 
Bertsch,  the  three  lots  now  occupied  by  the  Broadway 
Hotel ;  James  Broderick,  the  lot  on  which  Dr.  Mayer 
resides ;  Almon  Woodworth,  the  lot  on  which  is  Gen. 
Lilly's  residence;  Joseph  Butler,'  the  lot  on  which 
James  L  Blakslee  now  lives;  and  William  Knowles 
and  John  Mears,  what  is  now  known  as  the  "Dodson 
property,"  where  Asa  Beers'  store  is.  The  Courier. 
noted  with  pleasure  the  disposition  to  buy  lots  and 
build  houses,  and  prophesied  a  bright  future  for  the 

town. 

After  the  first  two  years  few,  if  any,  lots  were  sold, 
until  1836,  when  John  G.  Martin,  H.  B.  Hillman,  and 
Henry  Mears  became  purchasers,-the  last  named  of 
the  lot  where  Carpenter's  jewelry  store  now  is,  and 
Mr.:Hillman  of  the  lot  at  present  occupiied  by  Kex  s 

8t>or6 

The  Early  Settlers.-In  1822  the  population  was 
two  hundred  and  sixty-nine,  comprising  ninetyrthree 
working  hands,  thirty-five  other  male  adults,  forty- 


fivefemale  adults,  and  ninety  .-six  children.  Two  years 
later  the  population,  had  increased  to  seven-  hnn.dred 
and  thirty-four;  'and  included  ninety-six  fa'tnilies. 
There  were  one  hundred  and  six  male  adults,  one 
hundred  male  bbarders,' one  hundred  and  forty-two 
female  adults,  and  tw,6  hundred  and  fifty-two  chil- 
dren. The  following  persons,  most  of  whom  were 
heads  of 'families,:paid  taxes  on  personal  property  in 
1824: 

Mauoh  Chunk. 


Josiah  White.' 
Erskine  Hazard. 
William  Zane. 

John  Pryor. 
Solomon  Minett. 
Hugh  White. 
Thomas  Clark;. 
John  Oliver. 
Levi"  Hugg. 
Daiiiel  Welsh. 
Samuel  Lippincott 
Benjamin  Mears. 


Nicholas  Brink. 
'  SaAiuel  Busby. 

Broadways. ' 

John  Euddl(3. 
Isaac  Salkeld. 
'  Richard  French . 
John  Sherry. 
D3,vid  Wasser. 
John  Pinman. 
Isaac  T.  Dodson. 
Hiram'  Eich. 
Robert  Clark. 


Northern  Liberties. 
James  O'Briah.  ■      Thos.  G'Riley. 

Corn.'  Conner; 
■ :  .  Soiithwafk: 


Jed  Irish. 
Daniel  Pratt. 


George  Arthurton. 


Bear-  Trap  and  Above. 
James  Bigger.  Joseph  Walker. 


Peter  Silvis. 
John  Conner. 
John  Enka. 
John  Knowles. 
William  Walker. 
Justice  Gould. 
Jacob  Wanner. 
William  Qornelson. 
Patrick  Burns. 
James  Kinsley. 
Lawrence  Smothers. 
Arch.  McVerker. 


Jno.  Flood.  . 
James  Spear. 
Hez.  Mitchell. 
'     Adani  Hoffman. 
David  Enbody. 
John  Henri. 
Edward  Binley. 
James  McCrea. 
James  Watt. 
James  Murray. 
John  Lowry. 
Jacob  Wilhelm. 
Jno.  Y,  Tuf'ton.  , 

Hachelbernie. 

John  F.  Heebner.  James  Lemmon. 

John  Swank.  ,  Abraham  Stroh. 

George  Bobst.  David  Corey. 

In  1826  the  population  had  increased  to  thirteen 
hundred  and  sixty-four  and  theiiiumber  of  families  to 
two  hundred  and,  thirteen.  This  census,  however, 
included  all  of  the  company's  dependencies  in  Mauch 
Chunk  township,  the  inhabitants  at  the  mines,  and 
the  families  living  on  Hackelbernie  and  Union  farms, 
which  had  been  established  to.  supply  the  settlements 
with  certain  necessaries. 

In  1828  two  hundred  and  seventy-two  names  ap- 
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peared  upon  the  assessment-list  of  Mauch  Chunk 
township,  most  of  whom  were  iu  that  part  of  it  which 
now  constitutes  the  borough.  The  Coal  and  Naviga- 
tion Company  paid  $91.80  of  the  total  tax  of  $160.44, 
being  assessed  on  over  four  thousand  acres  of  land,  a 
grist-mill,  three  saw-mills,  a  store-house,  tavern,  fur- 
nace, sixteen  stone  dwellings,  sixty-nine  log  and  frame 
dwellings,  forty-two  horses,  thirty-six  oxen,  and  thirty- 
six  mules. 

Among  the  names  of  the  residents  appear  those  of 
the  managers,  Josiah  White  and  Erskine  Hazard, 
and,  in  addition,  a  number  not  given  in  the  list  of 
1824,  among  them  those  of  Isaac  A.  Chapman,  Joseph 
H.  Chapman,  Asa  L.  Foster,  Daniel  Bertsch,  and 
William  Butler. 

In  1830  the  population  of  Mauch  Chunk  pi-oper 
was  only  about  seven  hundred,  and  in  1840  it  was 
twelve  hundred. 

First  among  the  pioneers  chronologically  and  in 
other  respects  were  White  and  Hazard,  through  whose 
enterprise  the  town  was  built. 

Josiah  White  was  born  at  Mount  Holly,  Burlington 
Co.,  N.  J.,  March  4,  1781,  and  was  the  son  of  John 
and  Rebecca  White.  He  was  descended  from  Thomas 
White,  of  Omneu,  Cumberland  Co.,  England,  whose 
son,  Christopher  White,  with  his  wife,  Elizabeth, 
emigrated  to  America  in  1677.  Josiah  White's  father 
had  a  small  fulling-mill  at  Mount  Holly,  and  there 
the  attention  of  the  boy  was  probably  first  directed  to 
mechanics.  His  father  dying  while  he  was  quite 
young,  the  boy  found  employment  in  a  hardware- 
store  in  Philadelphia,  where  he  acquired  such  knowl- 
edge that  he  was  able  to  succeed  his  employer  in 
business  as  soon  as  he  was  able  to  set  up  for  himself. 
Having  acquired  sufficient  means  to  satisfy  his  mod- 
erate wants,  he  retired  from  business  and  settled  at 
the  Falls  of  Schuylkill,  about  five  miles  from  Phila- 
delphia, where  he  bought  a  country-place  with  a 
water-power,  which  his  engineering  ability  was  soon 
exercised  in  improving.  He  built  a  dam  across  the 
river,  and  a  large  lock  of  cut  stone  for  passing  river- 
boats,  which  was  the  first  constructed  on  the  river. 
He  built  a  mill  for  the  manufacture  of  wire,  which 
was  burned  down,  but  immediately  rebuilt,  and  he 
swung  a  wire  suspension  bridge  of  four  hundred  feet 
span  across  the  river  from  the  mill  to  the  opposite 
bank.  At  that  time  Philadelphia  was  supplied  with 
water  pumped  by  expensive  steam  machinery,  using 
wood  for  fuel.  Josiah  White  proposed  to  contract  to 
supply  the  city  at  a  greatly  reduced  rate  by  the  sub- 
stitution of  water-power  for  steam,  and  his  proposi- 
tion resulted,  after  long  negotiations,  in  the  under- 
taking of  the  work  by  the  city,  White,  with  his 
partner,  Gillingham,  selling  the  power  for  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  thousand  dollars.  The  Fairmount 
Water-Works  were  then  constructed.  The  wire 
manufactory,  which  for  a  number  of  years  was  very 
profitable,  became  less  so  after  the  war  of  1812,  and 
White,  with  his  partner,  Erskine  Hazard,  then  sought 


other  enterprises  in  which  to  exert  their  energies. 
They  had  successfully  experimented  on  the  wire-mill 
with  the  Lehigh  coal,  and  that  experiment  led  them 
to  the  undertaking  of  mining  it,  of  forming  the  Le- 
high Coal  and  Navigation  Company,  and  eventually 
accomplishing  the  mighty  work  which  is  detailed  in 
the  first  pages  of  this  chapter.  In  those  operations 
Josiah  White's  jjerseverance,  pluck,  skill,  and  fertility 
of  invention,  coupled  with  great  financial  ability,  were 
the  leading  forces.  He  was  the  pioneer  in  canal  de- 
velopment in  Pennsylvania,  as  DeWitt  Clinton  was 
in  New  York.  His  name  will  ever  be  inseparably 
linked  with  the  improvement  of  the  Lehigh,  with  the 
building  of  important  railroads,  the  first  successful 
mining  of  anthracite  coal,  and  its  first  successful  use 
in  the  manufacture  of  iron,  a  history  of  which  ap- 
pears in  the  chapter  of  this  work  devoted  to  Cata- 
sauqua.  Josiah  White's  residence  in  Mauch  Chunk 
extended  from  1818  to  1831,  when,  the  works  of  the 
company  being  so  far  completed  as  not  to  require  his 
constant  attention,  he  removed  with  his  family  (who 
had  come  here  in  1821)  to  Philadelphia,  where  they 
settled  at  the  corner  of  Arch  and  Seventh  Streets. 
He  died  in  that  city,  Nov.  14,  1850,  in  the  seventieth 
year  of  his  age.  He  was  by  birth  a  member  of  the 
Society  of  Friends,  and  all  his  life  retained  connec- 
tion with  that  sect,  being  governed  by  its  teachings, 
and  following  in  dress  and  habits  the  customs  of  its 
members.  He  was  a  man  of  sterling  worth  and  in- 
tegrity, and  in  the  latter  part  of  his  life,  when  he  had 
the  means  to  follow  his  benevolent  inclinations,  gave 
largely  to  many  excellent  charities,  and  founded  two 
manual  labor  schools  in  the  States  of  Indiana  and 
Iowa. 

Erskine  Hazard  was  scarcely  second  to  White  as  a 
promoter  of  the  several  enterprises  along  the  Lehigh. 
He  was  a  man  of  great  ingenuity  and  an  excellent 
machinist.  He  had  been  in  partnership  with  White 
at  the  Falls  of  Schuylkill,  in  the  manufacture  of  wire, 
as  early  as  1811,  and  in  later  years,  when  the  great 
work  of  opening  the  mines  and  putting  coal  in  the 
market  had  been  performed,  his  mind  seems  to  have 
reverted  to  the  handling  of  iron.  In  1839  he  went  to 
Wales  to  learn  all  that  was  known  of  the  smelting  of 
iron  by  the  use  of  anthracite,  and  it  was  through  that 
trip  that  the  Lehigh  Crane  Iron- Works,  the  first  to 
successfully  use  anthracite  in  this  country,  were 
brought  into  existence.  (See  history  of  Catasauqua.) 
He  had  previously  experimented  with  anthracite  as  a 
fuel  for  smelting  iron  at  Mauch  Chunk,  as  is  related 
elsewhere  in  this  chapter.  He  also  conceived  the 
idea  and  made  the  first  drafts  of  a  machine  for  making 
wire  rope,  which  was  afterwards  erected  in  the  old 
stone  mill-building  by  E.  A.  Douglass,  superin- 
tendent of  the  Lehigh  Coal  and  Navigation  Com- 
pany, and  which  made  all  the  wire  rope  used  by  that 
company  for  many  years.  He  invented  a  propeller 
screw,  several  improvements  in  firearms,  the  first 
spark-arrester  used  on  the  Camden  and  Amboy  Rail- 
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road,  and  a  number  of  other  articles  of  practical  value. 
He  wrote  largely  on  topics  of  scientific  and  general 
Interest,  his  articles  appearing  in  the  Philadelphia 
Public  Ledger  and  in  the  Journal  of  the  Franklin  In- 
stitute. He  was  also  a  deep  thinker  on  the  various 
topics  of  political  economy,  and  when  the  war  broke 
out,  in  1861,  it  is  said  that  it  was  he  who  gave  Salmon 
P.  Chase,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  the  idea  of  the 
United  States  notes  and  greenback  currency.  A  writer 
has  said  of  him,  "  His  life  was  spent  in  endeavors  to  ad- 
vance the  public  good,  and  though,  as  years  advanced, 
he  retired  from  all  active  business,  except  as  one  of 
the  managers  of  the  Lehigh  Coal  and  Navigation  Com- 
pany and  of  the  Crane  Iron  Company,  his  thoughts  and 
pen  were  always  busy.''  He  died  suddenly,  of  heart- 
disease,  Feb.  26,  1865,  a  little  over  seventy-five  years 
of  age.  Erskine  Hazard  was  a  son  of  Ebenezer  Haz- 
ard, Postmaster-General  of  the  United  States  (1782- 
89),  and  was  born  in  New  York,  Nov.  30, 1789.  Eben- 
ezer Hazard  (who  was  descended  from  a  certain 
Thomas  Hazard,  who  became  a  freeman  of  Boston  in 
1636)  removed  with  his  family  to  Philadelphia  in  1790 
or  1791,  and  it  was  there  and  in  college  at  Princeton, 
N.  J.,  that  the  subject  of  our  brief  sketch  received 
the  education  which  was  to  enable  him  to  be  of  such 
great  use  to  his  fellow-men.  A  son,  Fisher  Hazard, 
remains  in  Mauch  Chunk. 

John  Ruddle,  a  native  of  England,  who  had  ar- 
rived in  this  country  in  1818,  came  here  two  years 
later  as  a  clerk  for  the  Coal  and  Navigation  Company, 
and  remained  in  the  employ  of  the  company  as  chief 
book-keeper  until  the  time  of  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred in  1865.  He  was  a  man  of  character  and 
ability.  He  left  a  daughter,  Ann,  who  was  the  wife 
of  A.  W.  Leisenring,  and  son,  George  Ruddle,  who 
has  been  for  many  years  real  estate  agent  for  the 
company,  and  was  the  first  burgess  of  East  Mauch 
Chunk. 

Isaac  Salkeld,  one  of  Mauch  Chunk's  early  inhab- 
itants, was  born  Feb.  2,  1780,  and  spent  most  of  his 
time  till  1809  in  Philadelphia,  when  he  moved  to  the 
Falls  of  Schuylkill,  where  Messrs.  Josiah  White  and 
Erskine  Hazard  started  their  rolling-mill,  nail  and 
wire  factory,  and  took  the  superintendency  of  these 
works  for  Messrs.  White  &  Hazard.  He  remained  in 
charge  of  these  works  till  1821,  when  they  were  obliged 
to  discontinue  on  account  of  the  building  of  Fairmount 
dam  at  Philadelphia,  which  overflowed  their  works. 
He  then  went  back  to  Philadelphia,  where  he  engaged 
in  the  rolling-mill  business  in  what  he  called  the  city 
works.  On  March  6, 1823,  he  with  his  wife  and  chil- 
dren—Jacob H.,  Isaac,  Jr.,  George  Washington,  Anna, 
and  Maria  B.— left  Philadelphia  in  a  two-horse  car- 
riage for  Mauch  Chunk,  where  they  arrived  March 
9th  having  traveled  the  lines  of  what  are  now  the 
North  Penn  and  Lehigh  Valley  Railroads.  Upon 
reaching  Mauch  Chunk,  he  and  his  family  moved  into 
what  was  then  No.  7  Broadway,  a  stone  house  south 
of  the  "  willow-tree."     Mr.  Salkeld  became  one  of 


the  "bosses"  of  the  Lehigh  Coal  and  Navigation 
Company,  and  superintended  the  building  of  the 
Mansion  House,  the  stone  mill  (now  the  office  of  the 
Mauch  Chunk  Democrat),  and  other  buildings  of  the 
company.  He  was  also  superintendent  of  the  com- 
pany's boat-yard,  and  is  still  remembered  by  some, 
riding  his  gray  mule,  in  the  discharge  of  his  work. 
The  old  Nesquehoning  Railroad  was  built  under  his 
management,  and  he  at  one  time  had  charge  of  the  old 
Mauch  Chunk  Foundry,  which  was  one  of  the  first 
foundries  in  the  State  outside  of  Philadelphia.  Mr. 
Salkeld  died  in  Easton,  Pa.,  May  4,  1839,  while  there 
on  business  for  the  Lehigh  Coal  and  Navigation 
Company,  and  is  buried  in  the  Upper  Mauch  Chunk 
Cemetery. 

Of  his  children,  Maria  B.  never  married,  but  is  well 
remembered  by  the  good  work  she  was  always  willing 
to  do.  Anna,  the  eldest  daughter,  married  John  Fat- 
zinger,  who  was  prominently  connected  with  old 
Mauch  Chunk,  and  who  represented  the  county  in 
the  Legislature  for  several  years.  Isaac  Salkeld,  Jr., 
was  employed  at  the  foundry,  married  Juliet,  daughter 
of  John  Leisenring,  Sr.  He  died  in  Mauch  Chunk, 
Dec.  26,  1839,  aged  twenty-six  years.  George  Wash- 
ington Salkeld,  during  the  greater  part  of  his  work- 
ing life,  was  in  the  employ  of  the  Lehigh  Coal  and 
Navigation  Company,  and  was  a  civil  engineer  by 
profession,  and  was  under  Mr.  E.  A.  Douglass,  su- 
perintendent, instrumental  in  making  many  of  the 
engineering  achievements  during  the  middle  period 
of  the  company's  history.  His  brain  and  hands  are 
still  seen  in  Mount  Pisgah  and  Mount  Jefferson 
Planes,  on  the  gravity  road,  and  in  the  Switchback 
scheme,  and  also  in  the  first  wire-rope  machine  used 
by  the  Lehigh  Coal  and  Navigation  Company. 
During  the  last  few  years  of  his  life  he  was  associated 
in  the  foundry  business  with  his  brother,  Jacob,  and 
Samuel  Bradley.  For  ten  years  prior  to  his  death 
Mr.  Salkeld  was  a  sufferer  from  consumption,  but 
notwithstanding  this  he  was  known  to  all  as  a  man  of 
unusual  energy  and  geniality.  He  died  Feb.  6,  1861, 
in  his  forty-fifth  year. 

Jacob  H.  Salkeld,  the  oldest  son,  was  born  in  Phila- 
delphia, June  7,  1807,  and  moved  with  his  parents  to 
Mauch  Chunk  in  1823,  when  in  his  sixteenth  year. 
His  early  education  in  Mauch  Chunk  was  taken 
charge  of  by  Mr.  James  Nolan,  one  of  the  early  edu- 
cators there,  whose  school  was  then  held  just  above 
the  foundry  dam.  During  the  summer  months,  when 
there  was  vacation,  he  worked  with  his  father  on  the 
various  buildings  the  company  was  then  erecting. 
For  a  few  years  during  his  minority  he  worked  at  the 
trade  of  a  carpenter  with  one  John  O'Neil,  in  Phila- 
delphia, on  the  old  University  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
also  in  a  foundry  operated  by  Sedgly  &  Johnson,  near 
the  corner  of  Broad  and  Filbert  Streets,  where  the  new 
Masonic  Temple  now  stands.  He  was  afterwards  em- 
ployed in  the  pattern-shop  and  foundry  of  the  old 
Mauch  Chunk  Foundry,  and  in  August,  1829,  when 
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the  Lehigh  Coal  and  Navigation  Company  desired  to 
give  up  their  foundry,  he  and  his  brother-in-law, 
John  Fatzinger,  took  it,  and  under  the  name  of  Fat- 
zinger  &  Salkeld  operated  it  for  a  numberof  years,  till 
Mr.  Fatzinger  removed  from  Mauch  Chunk  to  Water- 
loo, N.  Y.  After  this  he  continued  in  the  foundry 
business  (having  associated  with  him  various  part- 
ners) with  little  interruption  till  1880,  when  he  re- 
moved to  Boston,  Mass.,  where  he  now  lives  (January, 
1884)  in  his  seventy-seventh  year.  Mr.  Salkeld  was 
for  many  years  a  director  in  the  First  National  Bank, 
the  Mauch  Chunk  Water  Company,  and  Mauch 
Chunk  Gas  Company,  and  was  always  willing  to  help 
the  town  and  the  people  as  much  as  was  in  his  power. 
He  was  twice  married,  his  first  wife  being  Catharine, 
sister  of  John  Fatzinger,  Esq.,  and  his  second  wife 
being  Caroline  Fatzinger  Patterson,  widow  of  Dr.  O. 
S.  Patterson,  of  Waterloo,  N.  Y.,  and  another  sister 
of  Mr.  Fatzinger. 

George  Belford  was  one  of  the  company's  first  em- 
ployes, and  followed  his  trade  of  carpentering  until 
the  Upper  Lehigh  navigation  improvement  was  com- 
pleted, when  he  became  a  contractor,  and  with  his 
several  partners  began  coal-mining  at  Summit  Hill  in 
1842.  He  was  very  successful  there  and  at  Eckley. 
He  was  elected  the  first  president  of  the  Mauch  Chunk 
Bank  in  1855.  He  died  in  February,  1873,  leaving  a 
number  of  sons,  among  whom  is  the  well-known  Dr. 
Belford. 

Abraham  Stroh,  father  of  William  H.  and  Amos 
Stroh,  came  here  in  1824,  from  Milton,  and  entered 
the  employ  of  the  company  as  a  millwright.  He  built 
the  mill  at  Eockport,  and  completed  the  old  stone 
mill  in  this  place.  He  lost  his  life  through  injuries 
received  in  a  great  water-wheel  which  he  was  engaged 
in  repairing. 

Others  who  were  here  as  early  as  1824  were  Samuel 
Lippincott,  chief  clerk  of  the  company  from  its  or- 
ganization to  the  day  of  his  death ;  Benjamin  Mears, 
who  was  for  a  number  of  years  chief  book-keeper  in 
the  company's  store  department;  Isaac  Dodson,  boat- 
builder,  and  afterwards  a  prominent  merchant ;  Wil- 
liam Zane,  the  company's  "boss"  carpenter;  and 
Thomas  Brelsford,  a  shoemaker,  who  died  only  a  few 
years  since.  About  the  same  time  as  these  came  Abiel 
Abbott,  for  a  time  the  company's  superintendent. 

Alexander  Lockhart  came  as  a  teamster  in  1826, 
and  afterwards  was  a  successful  contractor. 

James  McCrea,  wheelwright,  came  in  1826,  or  the 
following  year,  and  Michael  Malone,  a  contractor  on 
the  first  railroad,  in  1827.  The  latter  died  a  few  years 
ago  in  Lancaster,  at  the  age  of  eighty-eight  years. 

William  Butler,  of  Lycoming  County,  was  an  ar- 
rival of  1826,  and  originally  one  of  the  company's 
employes,  like  all  others  who  were  here  prior  to  1831. 
He  was  subsequently  a  contractor,  and  was  frequently 
elected  tax  collector.  He  was  one  of  the  founders  of 
St.  Mark's  Church.  His  death  occurred  in  1842.  His 
oldest  son,  Joseph  Butler,  long  since  deceased,  was  a 


prominent  character  in  "  old  Mauch  Chunk,"  a  justice 
for  many  years,  associate  judge,  and  one  of  the  first 
Methodists  of  the  town.  The  family  of  William 
Butler  was  large,  but  now  only  four  remain,^Wil- 
liam,  Robert  Q.,  Alexander  W.,  and  a  sister. 

Isaac  A.  Chapman,  the  first  engineer  of  the  com- 
pany, a  native  of  Connecticut,  came  to  Mauch  Chunk 
from  Wilkesbarre  in  1826.  His  death  occurred  in 
1827,  and  there  are  now  no  immediate  representatives 
of  his  family  in  the  place,  though  a  son,  Charles  I.  A. 
Chapman,  lives  at  Port  Blanchard  (Pittston  post- 
office),  Luzerne  Co.  Isaac  A.  Chapman  had,  as  here- 
tofore at  length  related,  traversed  the  Mauch  Chunk 
coal  region  during  and  after  the  war  of  1812,  when 
Cist,  Miner  &  Co.  undertook  the  work  of  getting  out 
coal,  and  did  in  fact  succeed  in  sending  a  small  quan- 
tity to  Philadelphia. 

Joseph  H.  Chapman,  a  nephew  of  the  man  whom 
we  have  just  mentioned,  was  here  as  a  boy  with  his 
grandfather,  Joseph  Chapman,  in  1816,  and  came  as 
a  settler  in  1828.  He  entered  the  employ  of  the  com- 
pany, and  soon  went  to  the  cement-works  at  Lehigh 
Gap,  where  he  superintended  the  work  of  the  Dela- 
ware Cement  Company,  which  was  engaged  in  making 
cement  for  the  Delaware  Division  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Canal.  In  1831  he  returned  to  Mauch  Chunk,  but 
soon  after  went  to  Philadelphia.  He  married  there, 
in  1833,  Miss  Martha  Wooley,  and  in  the  following 
year  came  to  Mauch  Chunk  to  reside  permanently. 
From  that  time  to  the  present  he  has  made  his  home 
in  this  place,  and  been  absent  but  very  little,  though 
in  1840  he  superintended  the  laying  of  the  first  twenty- 
six  miles  of  the  Erie  Railroad  in  New  York  State. 
He  was  the  master-carpenter  and  mechanic  of  the 
Lehigh  Coal  and  Navigation  Company,  but  since 
1862  has  been  in  charge  of  the  coal  shipping,  which 
important  duty  he  now  daily  attends  to,  though  over 
eighty  years  of  age.  Mr.  Chapman,  who  was  born  in 
Massachusetts  in  1803,  is  the  only  person  now  living 
of  whom  we  have  any  knowledge  who  beheld  the  site 
of  Mauch  Chunk  before  a  house  was  built  upon  it, 
and  has  passed  more  years  of  adult  life  here  than  any 
other  resident. 

His  eldest  son,  Lansford  F.  Chapman,  who  was  col- 
onel of  the  Twenty-eighth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers, 
was  killed  at  Chancellorsville.  His  second  son, 
Charles  W.,  is  the  superintendent  and  engineer  of 
the  Catasauqua  and  Fogelsville  Railroad,  upon  which 
his  third  son,  Willard  J.,  lost  his  life.  Two  daughters, 
Mary  (Worthington)  and  Grace  (Shaflfer),  live  respect- 
ively in  the  State  of  Iowa  and  Alleghany  County, 
Pa. 

Asa  Lansford  Foster,  who  has  been  honored  by  the 
application  of  his  middle  name  to  the  prosperous  bor- 
ough in  the  western  part  of  Mauch  Chunk  township, 
came  here  in  1827,  and  was  the  founder  of  the  first 
newspaper  in  the  town,  The  Lehigh  Pioneer  and  Mauch 
Chunk  Courier  (now  the  Coal  Gazette),  of  which  an 
account  will  presently  be  given.     He  was  a  native  of 
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Massachusetts,  born  in  1798^,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty 
had  settled  in  Berwick,  Columbia  Co.,  in  which  place 
and  in  Bloomsburg,  where  he  went  into  business,  he 
spent  eight  years  of  his  life.  In  1826  he  went  into 
a  large  store  in  Philadelphia,  from  whence  he  came  to 
this  place  a  year  later,  well  qualified  by  experience 
for  the  place  which  he  accepted,  that  of  the  "  Lehigh 
Company's  storekeeper."  He  held  the  position  until 
the  department  was  discontinued.  Subsequently  he 
became  one  of  the  leading  men  of  the  region.  He 
was  a  prominent  merchant  until  1837,  when  he  be- 
came one  of  the  organizers  and  the  superintendent 
of  the  Buck  Mountain  Coal  Company,  which  carried 
on  very  extensive  operations.  Later  in  life  he  was 
interested  at  Eckley.  He  died  in  1868,  while  on  a 
visit  in  Wilkesbarre,  leaving  two  sons, — Thomas  L. 
and  Charles  E.,  of  whom  the  senior  is  president  of  the 
Second  National  Bank. 

Daniel  Bertsch  moved  here  in  1827  from  Lockport, 
Northampton  Co.,  and  entered  the  employ  of  the  com- 
pany as  a  blacksmith.  He  afterwards  became  a  con- 
tractor upon  the  canal  and  in  coal  mining,  and  in 
1833  built  the  Broadway  House.  He  died  here  in 
February,  1877,  leaving  a  son,  who  bears  his  name, 
and  two  daughters, — Mrs.  Polk  and  Mrs.  Price.  His 
oldest  daughter,  Caroline,  now  deceased,  was  the  wife 
of  John  Leisenring. 

Thomas  Patterson  was  the  first  weighmaster  of  the 
Lehigh  Company  before  the  construction  of  the  weigh- 
lock. 

William  H.  Sayre,  who  came  here  in  1829,  was  the 
surveyor  and  builder  of  the  "  back  track"  on  Mount 
Pisgah,  and  of  the  Panther  Creek  Valley  Railroad. 
He  was  also  chief  clerk  and  cashier  of  the  weigh- 
lock,  to  which  position  his  son,  Francis  E.,  succeeded 
upon  his  death,  holding  it  until  very  recently. 

Asa  Packer,  a  native  of  Connecticut,  whose  name 
and  fame  belong  to  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  as  well 
as  this  locality,  came  here  in  1833.  His  name  has 
Ijeen  connected  with  almost  every  important  enter- 
prise of  the  valley,  and  will  ever  be  revered  as  that  of 
the  founder  of  Lehigh  University,  and  the  doer  of 
other  great  and  good  deeds.  Elsewhere  in  this  vol- 
ume is  an  extended  sketch,  in  which  the  operations 
which  led  up  to  the  building  of  the  Lehigh  Valley 
Railroad,  and  the  development  of  the  character  of 
the  judge,  representative,  and  Congressman,  the  use- 
ful and  revered  citizen,  are  outlined. 

John  Leisenring,  originally  from  Whitehall  town- 
ship, Lehigh  Co.,  but  for  a  number  of  years  a  resi- 
dent of  Philadelphia,  where  he  learned  the  currier's 
trade,  came  to  Maueh  Chunk  in  1833.  He  had  been 
a  soldier  "in  the  war  of  1812.  The  first  occupation  he 
followed  here  was  that  of  a  landlord,  keeping  the 
Mansion  House  very  successfully  for  a  number  of 
years.  Later  he  became  a  merchant  and  general 
business  man.  He  died  in  1854,  aged  about  sixfly 
years.  His  oldest  son,  who  bears  his  full  name,  was 
engaged  as  an  engineer  on  the  Upper  Lehigh  naviga- 
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tion  improvement;  was  afterwards  chief  engineer 
and  general  manager  of  the  Lehigh  Coal  and  Navi- 
gation Company,  and  still  later  chief  engineer  of  the 
Lehigh  and  Susquehanna  Railroad.  Another  son, 
A.  W.  Leisenring,  is  president  of  the  First  National 
Bank,  and  a  daughter  is  the  wife  of  A.  A.  Douglass. 

James  I.  Blakalee  came  to  Mauch  Chunk  from 
Susquehanna  County  in  1833,  for  the  purpose  of  boat- 
ing on  the  canal,  but  he  soOn  went  into  Asa  Packer's 
store.  He  was  more  or  less  connected  with  all  of 
Judge  Packer's  mining,  shipping,  mercantile,  and 
building  operations  until  the  Lehigh  Valley  Railroad 
was  completed  in  1855.  He'  was  then  appointed  con- 
ductor, and  ran  the  first  passenger  train  on  the  road. 
He  continued  in  that  position  until  after  the  Maha- 
noy  Branch  was  commenced,  when  he  was  appointed 
its  superintendent.  He  is  now  superintendent  of  the 
coal  branches.  On  April  3,  1883,  the  fiftieth  anni- 
versary of  his  arrival  here,  he  was 'made  the  recipient 
of  a  handsome  testimonial  from  a  number  of  the  offi- 
cers and  employes  of  the  railroad  company,  and  the 
occasion  was  otherwise  appropriately  made  memora- 
ble. ■  ■ 
.  John  Painter;  a  native  of  Sunbury,  Northtimber- 
land  Co.,  came  here  from  Columbia  Countydn  1831^ 
remained  until  the  following  year,  and  rettirned'  to 
settle  permanently  in  1836.  Two'  year^  later  he  mar- 
ried Elizabeth  Brink,  who  can  now  claim  longer  resi- 
dence here  than  any  other  person.  Mr.  Painter  pub- 
lished the  Courier  for  a  number  of  years,  and  was  the 
second  sheriff  of  the  county,'  serving  from  1846  to 
1849.     Since  1869  he  has  been  borough  constable. 

Henry  Ebert,  the  first  citizen  of  German  birth,  came 
here  about  1834,  and  followed  watchmaking  and  den- 
tistry.    He  died  in  1850. 

•  Mention  must  be  made,  before  we  arrive  at  too 
recent  a  period,  of  other  early  residents,  of  whom  fevf 
details,  however,  can  be  given.  There  was  William 
Knowles,  superintendent  for  several  years  of  the  Le- 
high Coal. and  Navigation  Company ;  L.  D.  Knowles, 
boat-builder;  Dr.  Benjamin  Rush  McConnell,'  the 
company's  physician ;  Samuel  B.  Hutchinson,  for 
many  years  cashier  of  the  company  ;  George  Fegley, 
merchant,  who  removed  to  Penn  Haven,  but  returned 
and  ended  his  days  in  the  town  of  his  early  choice ; 
Abraham  Shortz,  lumberman,  merchant,  county  com- 
missioner, etc. ;  Patrick  Sharkey,  who  came  as  a 
plasterer,  and  was  subseqently  a  prominent  merchant 
and  county  treasurer;' Ezekiel  Harlan,  James  Brod- 
ferick,  Samuel  Holland,  John  McMurtrie,  Samuiel 
Crawford,  and  George  H.  Davis,  contractors ;  Alex- 
ander Steadman  and  George  Esser,  prominent  hotel 
men  ;  Cornelius  Connor,  first  proprietor  of  the  Ameri- 
can House ;  Thonias  Hasely,  who  drove  the  Hackel- 
bernie  tunnel;  John  Patzinger,  proprietor  of  the  first 
foundry;  Canvass  White  and  his  son,  Charles  L. 
White,  at  different  periods  the  company's  engineers, 

1  See  chapter  on  the'  Medical  Profession: 
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and  the  latter  subsequently  connected  with  the  Le- 
high Valley  Railroad;  Nathan  Patterson,  for  many 
years  the  company's  cashier;  Harry  Wilbur,  mer- 
chant; and  the  two  physicians,  Thompson  and  Righ- 
ter,  both  of  whom  lost  their  lives  by  cholera  during 
the  epidemic  of  1854.  There,  too,  were  the  prominent 
attorneys,  J.  H.  Siewers  (father  of  E.  W.  Siewers),  who 
was  the  pioneer  of  an  advanced  system  of  education, 
M.  M.  Dimmick,  who  became  a  member  of  Congress, 
Samuel  McLane,  who  moved  to  Montana,  and  was 
elected  delegate  to  Congress  in  1860,  and  Gen.  Al- 
bright, all  of  whom  are  represented  in  the  chapter 
upon  the  Bench  and  Bar. 

One  of  the  most  active  of  the  comparatively  early 
settlers  was  Col.  John  Lentz,  a  native  of  Lehigh 
County,  born  in  1793.  He  was  a  soldier  in  the  ^ar 
of  1812,  and  afterwards  took  much  interest  in  militia 
matters.  After  removing  to  Mauch  Chunk  he  took  a 
prominent  part  in  the  agitation  of  the  county  division 
project,  which  resulted  in  the  setting  off  of  Carbon 
County  in  1843.  He  was  elected  a  county  commis- 
sioner in  1847,  sheriff  in  1852,  and  associate  judge  in 
1857.  He  was  also  a  prominent  hotel-keeper.  He 
died  in  1875,  leaving  a  son,  Lafayette,  and  a  daughter, 
wife  of  Hon.  Robert  Klotz. 

Roljert  Klotz  came  to  Mauch  Chunk  in  1833,  to 
drive  horses  on  the  tow-path  of  the  canal.  His  father. 
Christian  Klotz,  had  made  his  home  at  the  Landing 
Tavei'n  as  early  as  1821,  and  was  one  of  the  first  men 
engaged  in  building  rafts  and  boats  to  run  down  the 
river.  Robert  Klotz  was  born  in  Mahoning  about 
three  years  before  his  father  came  to  the  river  to 
seek  a  livelihood,  and  in  the  vicinity  of  a  farm  where 
his  mother's  father,  Robert  McDaniel,  had  settled 
during  the  Revolutionary  war.  The  young  man  pros- 
pered in  the  place  he  had  chosen  for  a  home  in  1833, 
and  ten  years  later  was  elected  register  and  recorder. 
In  1846  he  went  as  a  soldier  to  Mexico,  returned,  and 
was  elected  to  the  Legislature  in  1849;  became  a 
settler  in  Kansas  in  1854,  and  again  becoming  a  citi- 
zen of  Mauch  Chunk,  enlisted  in  the  three-months' 
service  in  1861.     In  1878  he  was  elected  to  Congress. 

E.  A.  Douglass  came  here  in  1835,  as  engineer  on 
the  canal,  and  surveyed  for  and  had  charge  of  the 
work  from  Mauch  Chunk  to  White  Haven.  From 
1843  until  his  death,  in  1859,  he  was  the  superin- 
tendent and  engineer  of  all  the  company's  works,  and 
a  most  eflScient  man  in  the  place. 

His  brother,  still  a  resident  of  Mauch  Chunk,  was 
also  an  engineer  on  the  canal,  and  in  1843  engaged  in 
coal-mining  at  Nesquehoning  with  Asa  Packer.  He 
carried  on  that  business  with  various  partners  until 
1865. 

Hon.  A.  G.  Brodhead  came  here  in  1841,  and  has 
ever  since  been  identified  with  railroad  enterprises. 
He  was  made  superintendent  of  the  Beaver  Meadow 
Railroad  in  1850,  and  has  filled  the  position  with 
ability  ever  since,  the  name  of  his  oflice  changing 
with  the  ownership  of  the  road,  and  now  being  super- 


intendent of  the  Beaver  Meadow  Division  of  the 
Lehigh  Valley  Railroad.  He  has  been  prominently 
identified  with  the  movements  which  brought  the 
gas-  and  water-works  into  existence,  and  with  other 
local  enterprises,  and  in  1869  was  elected  to  the  State 
Senate.  His  father,  Garret  Brodhead,  came  to  Mauch 
Chunk  some  years  after  his  own  settlement  and  died 
here,  and  his  brothers,  Andrew,  Abram,  and  Daniel, 
also  became  residents  in  the  valley. 

Charles  O.  Skeer  made  Mauch  Chunk  his  home  in 
1841,  and  two  years  later  engaged  with  Asa  Packer  in 
the  mercantile  business.  He  succeeded  Mr.  Packer 
in  the  coal  business  at  Nesquehoning,  and  is  now  a 
member  of  the  firm  of  Linderman,  Skeer  &  Co.,  oper- 
ating mines  at  Stockton. 

Early  Merchants. — After  the  town  had  been 
opened  to  individual  enterprise  the  various  minor 
industries  sprang  up,  and  the  mercantile  business 
passed  into  the  hands  of  a  number  of  active  men, 
who,  through  competition,  gave  the  people  better 
advantages  in  trade  than  they  had  enjoyed  when  the 
company  store  was  the  only  one  in  existence.  Jesse 
K.  Pryor,  who  had  begun  the  manufacture  of  cabinet 
furniture  prior  to  1829,  continued  it  through  the  next 
decade,  and  James  W.  Allison  followed  the  making 
of  hats  at  the  same  period. 

The  first  general  store  was  opened  in  1833  by  Asa 
L.  Foster,  who  had  been  the  company's  store-keeper, 
in  connection  with  Dr.  Benjamin  Rush  McConnell 
and  James  Broderick,  and  was  located  where  the 
Lehigh  Valley  Railroad  building  now  is.  The  inter- 
ests of  his  partners  were  soon  taken  by  Mr.  Foster, 
and  in  1837  he  sold  out  to  Asa  and  R.  W.  Packer. 
They  carried  on  the  store  until  about  the  middle  of 
the  next  decade,  when  they  abandoned  the  mercantile 
business  to  enter  upon  coal-mining,  as  their  prede- 
cessor, Mr.  Foster,  had  done.  They  were  succeeded 
by  Hiram  Wolf,  Harry  Wilbur,  and  David  Treharn, 
under  the  firm-name  of  Wolf,  Wilbur  &  Co.  After 
several  changes  in  the  firm  it  finally  passed  out  of 
existence,  and  Mr.  Treharn  is  left  to  do  business 
alone  in  the  fine  building  erected  on  the  site  of  the 
old  store.  Other  firms  doing  business  in  Mauch 
Chunk  during  the  first  ten  years  after  the  company 
store  was  closed  were  Nathan  Fegley  &  Co.,  Caspar 
Christman  and  James  Speer,  and  John  Kent  &  Co. 
John  Leisenring  was  a  prominent  merchant  from 
about  1840  to  his  death,  in  1854.  He  built  a  store 
where  Mr.  Heberling's  now  is,  and  rebuilt  after  the 
fire  of  1849.  The  oldest  merchants  now  engaged  in 
business  are  David  Treharn,  Leonard  Yeager,  W.  H. 
Stroh,  C.  M.  Eberhart,  and  D.  G.  Bertsch,  the  latter 
having  been  uninterruptedly  carrying  on  his  present 
line  of  merchandising  for  thirty  years. 

Manufacturing— Early  Experiments  in  making 
Iron  with  Anthracite.— In  the  year  1826  the  Lehigh 
Coal  and  Navigation  Company  erected  a  blast-fur- 
nace where  the  abandoned  Salkeld  Foundry  now  is, 
and  in  connection  with  it  a  tilt-mill  or  forge,  which. 
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was  originally  used  for  breaking  the  stone  that  was 
put  upon  the  coal  road.  During  the  first  year,  as  is 
shown  by  the  company's  books,  the  sum  of  eleven 
thousand  dollars  was  expended  on  this  furnace  and 
tilt-mill.  Messrs.  Hazard  &  White  made  experiments 
here  with  anthracite  coal,  endeavoring  to  smelt  ore 
with  it,  and  during  the  first  year  Mr.  White  conceived 
an  imperfect  idea  of  the  hot  blast,  to  produce  which 
he  passed  a  current  of  air  through  a  room  Heated  with 
a  number  of  common  stoves, — the  principle  being  the 
sam.e,  though  in  rudimentary  form,  as  that  by  which 
success  was  finally  achieved,  though  it  was  a  failure 
in  this  instance.  The  furnace  was  abandoned  and  a 
larger  one  built  on  adjoining  ground,  in  which  char- 
coal was  used. 

During  the  fall  and  winter  of  1837,  Messrs.  Joseph 
Baughman,  Julius  Guiteau,  Henry  High,  of  Reading, 
and  F.  C.  Lowthrop  made  their  first  experiments  in 
smelting  ore  with  anthracite,  in  the  old  furnace 
erected  by  White  &  Hazard,  which  was  temporarily 
fitted  up  for  the  purpose.  They  used  about  eighty 
per  cent,  of  anthracite,  and  the  result  was  such  as  to 
surprise  those  who  witnessed  it,  and  to  encourage  the 
persons  undertaking  it  to  go  on  with  the  work.  In 
order,  therefore,  to  test  the  matter  more  thoroughly, 
they  built  a  small  furnace  just  below  Maucli  Chunk, 
by  the  weigh-lock,  which  was  completed  during  the 
month  of  July,  1838.  Its  dimensions  were:  stack, 
twenty-one  and  a  half  feet  high,  twenty-two  feet 
square  at  base,  boshes  five  and  a  half  feet  across, 
hearth  fourteen  to  sixteen  inches  square,  and  four 
feet  nine  inches  from  the  dam-stone  to  the  back. 
The  blowing  apparatus  consisted  of  two  cylinders, 
each  six  feet  in  diameter,  a  receiver  of  the  same  di- 
ameter, and  about  two  and  a  half  feet  deep ;  stroke, 
eleven  inches,  each  piston  making  from  twelve  to  fif- 
teen strokes  per  minute.  The  power  was  derived 
from  an  overshot  water-wheel,  with  a  diameter  of 
fourteen  feet.  Blast  was  applied  in  this  furnace 
August  27th,  and  kept  up  until  September  10th,  when 
they  were  obliged  to  stop  owing  to  imperfections  in 
the  apparatus  for  heating  the  blast.  Several  tons  of 
iron  of  Xo.  2  and  3  quality  were  produced.  The  fuel 
was  not  entirely,  but  was  principally,  anthracite. 
The  temperature  did  not  exceed  200°  Fahrenheit.  A 
new  and  better  apparatus  for  heating  the  blast  was 
procured,  and  the  furnace  was  again  put  in  operation 
in  November,  1838,  and  worked  remarkably  well  for 
five  weeks  exclusively  with  anthracite,  when  the  com- 
pany was  obliged  for  want  of  ore  to  blow  out  on  Jan. 
12,  1839.  The  largest  amount  of  iron  produced  was 
about  one  and  a  half  tons  per  day  of  Nos.  1,  2,  and  3 
iron.  The  average  temperature  of  the  blast  was  about 
400°  Fahrenheit.  The  following  season  the  furnace 
was  improved,  and  on  July  26th  again  put  in  blast, 
and  continued  until  Nov.  2,  1839,  when  the  firm 
having  dissolved,  it  was  blown  out.  For  about  three 
months  no  other  fuel  than  anthracite  coal  was  used, 
and   after   the   improvement  of  the   furnace,   when 


working  best,  two  tons  of  iron  were  made  per  day, 
but  the  manufacture  was  not  commercially  successful.^ 
The  First  Anthracite  Stoves  made  in  Mauch 
Chunk. — In  connection  with  the  use  of  anthracite 
there  are  some  interesting  facts  concerning  the  manu- 
facture of  the  first  stoves  in  which  it  was  used  as  a 
fuel.  John  Mears,  a  sheet-iron  and  tin-plate  worker, 
established  himself  in  the  town  during  the  first  de- 
cade of  its  existence,  and  very  soon  engaged  in  making 
stoves  in  which  the  fuel  so  abundant  in  the  neighbor- 
hood could  be  utilized  for  heating  and  cooking.  Asa 
L.  Foster,  a  man  of  much  mechanical  genius,  spent  a 
great  deal  of  time  in  experimenting  to  perfect  coal 
stoves,  and  many  of  his  plans  were  carried  out  by 
Mears.  Apropos  of  early  stove  manufacture  in 
Mauch  Chunk,  we  make  some  extracts  from  a  letter 
written  by  John  Mears  to  Thomas  L.  Foster : 

"Philadelphia,  Aug.  20, 1879. 

"...  I  remember  well  all  the  efforts  that  were 
made  at  an  early  day  in  regard  to  stoves,  and  their 
subsequent  failures,  but  you  give  me  undue  credit  in 
reference  to  the  contrivances  which  were  made  to 
perfect  the  art  of  cooking  with  (anthracite)  coal,  two 
or  three  of  which  you  mention.  Your  father  was  the 
inventor  of  these  things,  while  I  only  did  the  work, 
and  he  spent  much  time  and  money  upon  them,  with 
the  success  that  commonly  attends  ingenious  men, 
though,  as  nothing  is  lost,  the  ideas  he  suggested 
were  carried  out  by  others,  some  of  whom  have  made 
fortunes  and  gained  fame  through  different  patterns 
of  stoves,  some  of  them  of  value  and  some  not.  I  pre- 
sume that  John  Wilson,  who  so  much  delighted  to  be 
called  'John  Wulson  the  tinker,'  a  man  of  rough 
habits  and  manners,  but  a  good-hearted  soul,  never- 
theless, made  the  first  stove  that  ever  was  used  for 
burning  anthracite  coal.  This  John  was  one  of  the 
first  eighteen  workmen  who  came  up  with  Josiah 
White  and  Erskine  Hazard  from  the  Falls  of  the 
Schuylkill  in  1818,  and  commenced  operations  at 
Mauch  Chunk.  The  stove  was  a  plain,  round,  sheet- 
iron  cylinder,  such  as  you  may  have  seen  since,  with 
fire-door,  tearing-door,  ash-pit,  with  drawer  to  carry 
off  the  ashes,  and  a  screen  under  the  grate,  made  also 
of  sheet-iron,  with  holes  punched  in  it.  I  have  made 
several  of  them.  John  Wilson  also  made  the  first 
baking-stove  I  ever  saw.  This  was  an  improvement, 
or  rather  an  addition,  upon  the  other  stove,  by  which 
an  oven  was  placed  on  the  top,  and  flues  to  carry  off 
the  coal-gas  and  lead  it  up  the  pipe.  This  was  a  rude 
article,  but  answered  the  purpose.  I  also  made  sev- 
eral of  them,  but  with  a  square  oven  instead  of  round, 
and  they  were  good  bakers.  Samuel  Lippincott  after- 
wards tried  to  utilize  the  old-fashioned  ten-plate  stove 
by  putting  an  additional  story  on  the  lower  part,  in 
order  to  make  space  for  the  coal-furnace.  This  was 
only  a  partial  success,  and  did  not  last  long.     The 


1  See  Appendix  B. 
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first  attempt  at  warming  by  heated  air  was,  1  think, 
made  by  my  father,  at  No.  3  Broadway,  where  we  then 
lived.  This  was  eflfected  by  a  chamber  baclf  of  the 
open  grate  in  the  parlor,  and  a  hot-air  pipe  passing 
from  the  same  to  the  chamber  above.  .  .  . 

"  I  ought  to  mention  in  this  connection  that  after 
this  Josiah  White  had  a  more  elaborate  concern  at  his 
house  on  the  hill,  made  also  by  John  Wilson,  and  it 
worked  well,  as  I  believe,  while  it  lasted,  which  was 
not  long,  for  being  made  of  thin  iron  it  soon  rusted 
away,  and  was  abandoned. 

"  Before  I  close  this  subject  I  ought  perhaps  to  tell 
you  how  we  improvised  a  fire  lining  for  the  primi- 
tive stoves.  A  wooden  drum  was  made  two  inches 
less  the  diameter  of  the  stove,  with  slats  nailed  round 
a  short  distance  from  each  other,  and  large  auger- 
holes  bored  in  each  end.  This  drum  was  filled  with 
shavings  and  chips,  then  put  in  the  stove,  and  well 
mixed  sand  and  clay  rammed  down  between  the  iron 
and  wood.  When  all  was  finished  fire  was  applied  to 
the  cotton,  and,  when  partially  burned,  other  wood 
was  put  in,  and  then  the  coal.  This  was  the  kind  of 
'  cylinder'  used  in  Mauch  Chunk  for  many  years, 
and,  I  believe,  lasted  as  long  as  most  of  those  of 
modern  manufacture.  .  . 

"  I  am  your  friend,  as  ever, 

"  John  Meaks." 

Foundries. — The  Lehigh  Coal  and  Navigation 
Company  established  a  foundry  where  now  are  the 
dismantled  and  unused  works  on  Broadway,  last  op- 
erated by  Jacob  H.  Salk^ld  &  Son.  John  Fatzinger 
rented  this  foundry  about  1830,  and  purchased  it  a 
little  later.  He  and  Jacob  H.  Salkeld  carried  on  the 
establishment  for  many  years,  and  supplanted  the 
original  building  with  the  present  substantial  brick 
structure.  They  made  the  machinery  for  the  Mount 
Pisgah  planes.  In  1851,  Fatzinger  &  Salkeld  leased 
the  foundry  to  William  Butler  and  Samuel  Bradley, 
who  operated  it  for  the  first  five  years,  or  until  1856, 
with  such  success  that  they  were  obliged  to  employ 
from  sixty  to  one  hundred  men.  Mr.  Fatzinger  dying, 
Salkeld,  in  partnership  with  Mr.  Roberts,  carried  on 
the  works  for  about  five  years,  subsequent  to  which 
the  firm  became  Salkeld  &  Son,  and  so  remained  until 
work  was  suspended.  The  buildings  at  the  present 
writing  stand  vacant,  and  offer  a  good  location  to  some 
enterprising  worker  in  iron. 

The  Mauch  Chunk  Iron-Works,  at  present  owned 
by  W.  H.  Stroh,  were  started  by  Edward  Lippincott 
and  Elias  Miner  in  1845.  They  began  a  general 
foundry  business  in  a  small  way,  and  also  built  ears, 
but  soon  increased  the  capacity  of  the  works,  and 
then  jjut  in  blast  an  old  furnace,  which  had  been 
erected  by  the  Lehigh  Coal  and  Navigation  Com- 
pany. Lippincott  &  Miner  also  built  a  foundry  at 
White  Haven,  in  company  with  Samuel  Hayden. 
This  was  burned,  but  was  rebuilt  by  the  enterprising- 
owners,  who  then  took  into  partnership  William  An- 


thony as  a  third  partner.  They  carried  on  the  White 
Haven  foundry  about  five  years.  In  the  ownership 
of  the  Mauch  Chunk  works  Edward  Weiss  became 
associated  with  the  original  firm.  Not  long  afterwards 
they  failed,  and  were  succeeded  by  the  Mauch  Chunk 
Iron  Company,  which  met  with  such  poor  success  that 
bankruptcy  ensued.  The  works  then  passed  into  the 
hands  of  Gen.  Charles  Albright,  who  retained  an  in- 
terest in  th'em  as  long  as  he  lived.  William  H.  Stroh 
became  his  partner  in  1863,  and  since  Gen.  Albright's 
death,  in  1881,  has  carried  on  the  business  alpne. 
The  superintendent  is  George  Schmauch,  and  the 
foreman  of  the  foundry  Amos  Stroh.  From  seventy- 
five  to  one  hundred  men  have  employment  here.  The 
power  is  derived  both  from  steam  and  water,  there 
usually  being  no  necessity  for  resorting  to  the  former. 
The  water-wheel,  said  to  be  the  largest  in  the  State, 
is  forty  feet  in  diameter.  The  output  of  the  Mauch 
Chunk  Iron-Works  consists  of  steam-engines,  mine 
and  quarry  machinery,  car-  and  bridge-castings,  coal- 
gigs  for  anthracite  and  bituminous  coal,  iron  fronts 
for  buildings,  and  all  kinds  of  architectural  iron- 
work, steam-pumps,  grate  bars,  and,  in  addition,  gen- 
eral foundry-work.  The  furnace,  which  was  the  un- 
profitable part  of  the  works,  and  caused  the  ruin  of 
the  former  owners,  was  abandoned  many  years  ago. 

Wire-Mill. — The  Lehigh  Coal  and  Navigation  Com- 
pany wishing  to  make  their  own  wire-rope,  established 
works  for  that  purpose  in  the  old  grist-mill  building 
on  Susquehanna  Street  in  1849.  E.  A.  Douglass  was 
superintendent  and  G.  W.  Salkeld  his  assistant.  The 
idea  of  manufacture  was  evolved  by  Erskine  Hazard 
from  an  idea  suggested  by  the  French  bobbin  ma- 
chines, and  was  afterwards  fully  perfected  in  these 
works.  Upon  the  machines  devised  by  Mr.  Hazard 
all  of  the  wire-rope  used  by  the  Coal  and  Navigation 
Company  for  many  years  was  manufactured.  As  the 
company  was  not  empowered  by  its  charter  to  make 
wire-rope  for  sale,  the  works  were  leased  in  1852  by 
Fisher  Hazard,  son  of  Erskine,  who  carried  them  on 
very  successfully  until  recent  years,  making  great  im- 
provements and  enlarging  the  facilities  for  produc- 
tion by  erecting  a  second  stone  building  on  Susque- 
hanna Street.  In  1872  the  Hazard  Manufacturing 
Company  was  formed  and  the  wire-rope  industry 
transferred  to  Wilkesbarre,  where  many  improve- 
ments were  made  in  the  method  of  manufacture  and 
the  business  greatly  enlarged.  The  wire-mill  on 
Broadway  in  this  place  was  established  in  1858  by 
George  W.  Smith  and  Nathan  Fegley  for  the  purpose 
of  making  wire-screens  by  a  peculiar  process.  It 
passed  into  the  possession  of  Fisher  Hazard  by 
sheriffs  sale  in  1859,  was  burned  and  rebuilt,  and  is 
now  operated  by  the  Hazard  Manufacturing  Com- 
pany as  a  wire-mill,  employing  about  fifteen  hands. 

Grist-Mills.— The  first  grist-mill  (the  stone  build- 
ing in  which  is  now  the  office  of  the  Mauch  Chunk 
Democrat)  was  built  by  the  Lehigh  Coal  and  Naviga- 
tion Company,  the  work  being  commenced  in  1821, 
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and  not  fully  completed  until  1825.  This  mill,  as 
well  as  one  which  was  built  about  the  same  time  at 
Laurel  Run  (now  Rockport),  was  finished  by  Abra- 
ham Stroh,  who  was  a  practical  millwright.  The  old 
stone  mill  was  in  operation  for  many  years.  For 
some  time  the  water  was  carried  by  a  race  from  the 
creek  over  the  street  and  into  the  second-story  build- 
ing, but  this  arrangement  proving  a  great  annoyance 
because  of  the  dripping  of  the  water  on  passers-by, 
was  finally  abandoned  and  a  better  one  substituted. 

In  1857,  Alexander  Robinson  advertised  that 
having  completed  his  new  steam  grist-mill,  he  was 
prepared  to  do  all  kinds  of  grinding.  This  was  the 
beginning  of  the  present  brick  mill  at  the  foot  of 
Broadway. 

Banking. — The  pioneer  banking  Institution  was  es- 
tablished Julj)^  24, 1852,  by  Rockwood,  Hazard  &  Co., 
the  senior  member  of  which  firm  is  now  cashier  of 
one  of  the  Newark,  N.  J.,  national  banks.  The  other 
members  were  Fisher,  Erskine,  and  Albert  B.  Haz- 
ard, E.  A.  Douglass,  and  William  Reed.  The  capital 
stock  was  fifty  thousand  dollars.  This  bank  was  in 
existence  for  a  period  of  five  years,  when  the  part- 
nership expiring  by  its  own  limitation,  business  was 
suspended.  The  banking-house  was  originally  where 
the  First  National  Bank  now  is,  and  was  afterwards 
on  the  spot  where  the  express-ofiice  in  the  Lehigh 
Valley  Railroad  building  now  is. 

The  Mauch  Chunk  Bank,  which  was  the  predeces- 
sor of  the  First  National  Bank,  commenced  business 
Oct.  1,  1855,  with  a  capital  of  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars,  in  a  building  on  the  site  of  the  present  First 
National  Bank.  Hiram  Wolf  was  president ;  A.  W. 
Leisenring,  cashier ;  and  A.  W.  Butler,  book-keeper ; 
and  the  directors  were  Hiram  Wolf,  O.  H.  Wheeler, 
William  R.  Otis,  C.  0.  Skeer,  George  Belford,  M.  M. 
Dimmick,  A.  A.  Douglass,  James  McLean,  Jacob 
Bowman,  Daniel  Heberling,  Tilghman  Arner,  Cam- 
eron Lockhard,  and  R.  D.  Stiles.  Business  was  suc- 
cessfully carried  on  until  1865,  when  the  First  National 
Bank  having  come  into  existence,  the  affairs  of  the 
old  bank  were  wound  up. 

The  First  National  Bank  of  Mauch  Chunk  com- 
menced business  Aug.  1,  1864,  with  a  capital  of  one 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  which  was  increased  to 
four  hundred  thousand  dollars  on  April  1,  1865. 
William  Lilly  was  the  first  president,  and  A.  W.  But- 
ler cashier,  and  ^he  directors  were  William  Lilly, 
Daniel  Bertsch,  George  Belford,  George  Ruddle,  C. 
O.  Skeer,  A.  A.  Douglass,  and  A.  W.  Butler.  The 
present  officers  are  A.  W.  Leisenring,  president,  and 
A.  W.  Butler,  cashier.  The  latter  gentleman  has 
been  connected  with  the  old  bank  and  its  successor, 
the  present  institution,  for  nearly  twenty-nine  years. 
The  "  articles  of  association"  of  what  is  now  the 
Second  National  Bank  of  Mauch  Chunk  were  ac- 
knowledged by  the  shareholders  on  the  24th  of  May, 
1864,  and  taken  by  Gen.  Charles  Albright  to  Wash- 
ington, where  they  were  presented  for  the  approval  of 


the  comptroller  of  the  currency  on  the  8d  day  of  June, 
1864.  A  new  banking  law  having  been  approved  on 
that  day,  it  became  necessary  to  prepare  and  acknowl- 
edge new  papers,  and  before  this  was  completed  per- 
sons connected  with  the  "  Mauch  Chunk  Bank"  for- 
warded articles  of  association,  which  were  approved, 
and  thus  received  the  title  of  the  "  Fir-'^t  National 
Bank,"  to  which  the  Second  was,  by  reason  of  priority 
of  application,  entitled,  and  which  it  would  have  had 
except  for  the  circumstances  above  related.  The  re- 
vised articles  of  association  were  signed  and  acknowl- 
edged by  eighty-four  shareholders,  and  approved  by 
the  comptroller  on  the  8th  of  June,  1864,  the  capital 
stock  being  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  the 
association  to  continue  until  Jan.  1,  1883.  A  few 
months  after  the  organization  the  capital  was  in- 
creased to  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  (its 
present  capital),  and  upon  the  expiration  of  the  origi- 
nal charter  it  was  extended  for  twenty  years  longer, 
— to  Jan.  1,  1903.  The  directors  named  in  the  arti- 
cles of  association  were  Charles  Albright,  Fisher 
Hazard,  Joseph  Wintermute,  D.  K.  Shoemaker,  T.  F. 
Walter,  Joseph  Obert,  John  C.  Dolen,  J.  W.  Smith, 
and  William  Carter.  On  the  19th  of  July,  1864, 
D.  K.  Shoemaker  resigned,  and  the  vacancy  was  filled 
by  the  election  of  William  L.  Patterson.  At  the  first 
election  for  directors  the  following  were  chosen : 
Charles  Albright,  Fisher  Hazard,  T.  F.  Walter,  Wil- 
liam Carter,  John  C.  Dolen,  Joseph  Obert,  J.  W. 
Smith,  A.  H.  Fatzinger,  and  A.  L.  Mumper.  The 
present  board  of  directors  are  John  C.  Dolen,  La 
Fayette  Lentz,  N.  D.  Cartright,  Charles  O.  Skeer, 
Christopher  Curran,  A.  C.  Prince,  Leonard  Yaeger, 
William  H.  Stroh,  and  Thomas  L.  Foster.  In  addi- 
tion to  these  above  named,  the  following  have  been 
directors  at  different  times  since  the  organization  of 
the  bank:  Daniel  Olewine,  J.  C.  Hayden,  Thomas 
Kemerer,  R.  Q.  Butler,  Samuel  Harleman,  C.  R. 
Potts,  C.  H.  Dickerman,  Solomon  Dreisbach,  and 
James  M.  Dreisbach.  Solomon  Dreisbach  died  Aug. 
14,  1880,  while  a  member  of  the  board,  and  Charles 
Albright  died  Sept.  28,  1880,  having  been  president 
of  the  bank  from  its  organization  until  the  time  of 
his  decease.  These  are  the  only  deaths  of  members 
of  the  board  while  holding  that  position  since  the 
organization  of  the  bank.  Of  the  others  who  have 
been  directors,  William  Carter,  A.  L.  Mumper,  and 
Joseph  Wintermute  are  at  this  time  (Dec.  24,  1883) 
deceased.  The  first  officers  of  the  bank  were  :  Presi- 
dent, Gen.  Charles  Albright;  Vice-President,  Fisher 
Hazard ;  Cashier,  Thomas  L.  Foster.  During  the 
absence  of  Gen.  Albright  in  the  army,  Mr.  Hazard 
attended  to  his  duties  as  president,  and  upon  his 
resignation  as  director,  the  office  of  vice-president  was 
abolished.  Gen.  Albright,  as  above  stated,  was  an- 
nually re-elected  president  until  the  time  of  his  de- 
cease, when  Thomas  L.  Foster,  who  had  up  to  that 
time  been  the  cashier,  was  elected  president,  and 
James  M.  Dreisbach  was  elected  cashier,  these  gentle- 
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men  being  the  officers  of  the  bank  at  this  time  (De- 
cember, 1883).  J\om  Jan.  4, 1865,  to  June  11,  1869, 
this  bank  was  a  United  States  depository,  and  re- 
ceived and  disbursed  nearly  eight  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  dollars  of  internal  revenue.  At  the  time 
of  the  last  semi-annual  report  its  total  profits  since  its 
organization  were  $299,093.16,  of  which  it  had  paid 
its  shareholders  $260,791.55,  leaving  $38,301.61  un- 
divided profits  and  surplus  fund.  At  this  time  it 
holds  assets  in  United  States  and  other  bonds  and 
stocks,  and  bills  discounted  and  balances  due  from 
other  banks  $633,036.06,  against  liabilities,  circu- 
lating notes  due  depositors  and  banks,  $440,543.19, 
showing  excess  of  assets  over  liabilities  of  $192,492.87. 

G.  B.  Linderman  &  Co.  established  themselves  in 
the  banking  business  in  1867,  and  conducted  affairs 
prosperously  under  that  title  until  the  Linderman 
National  Bank  was  organized,  Dec.  30,  1882.  The 
officers  of  this  bank  are :  President,  James  I.  Blakslee  ; 
Vice-President,  A.  G.  Brodhead,  Jr. ;  Cashier,  S.  S. 
Smith  ;  Directors,  James  I.  Blakslee,  A.  G.  Brodhead, 
Jr.,  Charles  O.  Skeer,  W.  C.  Morris,  Jr.,  John  A. 
Mayer,  J.  H.  Wilhelm,  H.  Sondheim,  A.  P.  Blakslee, 
and  John  Taylor. 

The  Newspaper  Press. — The  first  newspaper  issued 
here  was  the  Lehigh  Pioneer  and  Mauch  Chunk  Courier, 
which  made  its  initial  appearance  on  Saturday,  May 
30, 1829,  bearing  the  name  of  Amos  Sisty  at  its  column 
heads.     The  salutatory  contained  the  following : 

"The  place  in  which  we  have  located  possesses 
many  attractions  and  peculiar  objects  which  are  cal- 
culated to  interest  and  gratify  the  minds  of  the  curious. 
To  give  an  account  of  the  transactions  of  the  place; 
the  improvements  which  are  being  made  or  contem- 
plated, and  the  curiosities  with  which  it  abounds  will 
be  one  of  our  chief  objects,  and  demand  our  particular 
attention.'' 

This  paper  really  owed  its  existence  to  the  enter- 
prise of  Asa  L.  Foster,  one  of  the  most  energetic,  able, 
and  progressive  characters,  who  came  at  an  early  day 
to  Mauch  Chunk  in  the  employ  of  the  Lehigh  Coal 
and  Navigation  Company.  Mr.  Foster  purchased  a 
press  and  materials  for  a  printing-office  early  in  1829, 
and  secured  the  services  of  Sisty,  a  young  acquaint- 
ance, whom  he  knew  to  possess  the  requisite  literary 
and  mechanical  skill,  by  paying  his  master  for  the 
unexpired  time  of  his  apprenticeship,  and  arranged 
that  the  paper  should  be  conducted  under  his  (Sisty's) 
name.  For  years  Mr.  Foster  devoted  his  spare  time 
and  surplus  energies  to  writing  for  this  little  sheet 
published  in  the  new  coal  settlement,  and  his  eff'orts 
being  well  supplemented  by  young  Sisty's,  the  Pioneer 
not  only  contained  valuable  matter,  instructively  and 
entertainingly  written,  but  presented  a  very  creditable 
appearance.  The  paper  was  in  fact  far  in  advance  of 
what  might  be  expected  at  that  early  time,  and  in  so 
primitive  and  rude  a  community  as  was  the  Mauch 
Chunk  of  1829  and  1830. 

Originally  issued  as  a  five-column  folio,  the  Pioneer 


was  made  in  the  second  year  of  its  publication  an  ex- 
ceedingly neat  quarto.     In  typographical  appearance 
the  files  ^  of  this  period  compare  favorably  with  mod- 
ern newspapers  of  similar  form.     On  Dec.  15,  1832, 
the  paper  again  appeared  as  a  folio,  with  four  broad 
columns,  and  the  words  Lehigh  Pioneer  were  dropped 
from   the  title,  leaving  it  simply  the  Mauch   Chunk 
Courier.     At  this  time  J.  W.  Chapman  assumed  edi- 
torial charge  of  the  paper,  and  was  connected  with  it 
until  November,  1834,  when  it  was  for  some  reason 
suspended.     In  November,  1835,  the  Courier  was  re- 
vived by  Mr.  Foster  and  M.  H.  Sisty  (a  brother  of  the 
first  publisher),  and  under  their  management  it  con- 
tinued to  appear  until  January,  1838,  when,  with  the 
beginning  of  the  eighth  volume,  John  Painter  became 
associated  with  Mr.  Sisty  in  its  publication,  under  the 
firm-name  of  Sisty  &  Painter.     Mr.  Sisty  soon  with- 
drew, and  the  paper  was  then  carried  on  by  John  & 
W.  P.  J.  Painter  until  1841,  when  John  Painter  be- 
came the  sole  manager.     During  all  these  years  Mr. 
Asa  L.  Foster  had  been  the  owner  of  the  paper  which 
he  founded,  and  in  1842  he  assumed  personally  its 
management.     The  following  year,  however,  he  sold 
the  Courier  to  J.  H.  Siewers,  Esq.,  who  changed  its 
name  to  the    Carbon    County    Transit.     In   1844  the 
original  owner  again  secured  the  property,  restored 
the  time-honored  name,  and  after  a  short  period  placed 
it  under  the  management  of  Samuel  Taylor  and  his 
son,  Thomas  L.  Foster,  now  president  of  the  Second 
National   Bank.     To    them    succeeded    the  firm   of 
Thomas  L.  &  0.  E.  Foster,  prior  to  1847,  and  after- 
wards the  Courier  was  successively  managed  by  Taylor 
&  Foster  and  Taylor  &  Meacham,  by  the  latter  firm 
being  changed  to  the  Mauch  Chunk  Gazette.     Samuel 
Taylor  purchased  the  office  and  material,  and  in  May, 
1857,  sold  out  to  E.  H.  Eauch  (now  of  the  Mauch 
Chunk  Democrat),  a  native  of  Lancaster,  who  had  for 
three  years  been  the  editor  of  the  Lehigh  Valley  Times, 
at  Bethlehem.     He  carried  on  the  (razitte  alone  until 
1860,  when,  being  elected  clerk  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, he  took  as  a  partner  Samuel  Higgins, 
who  retired,  however,  about  a  year  later. 

In  1861,  Mr.  Ranch,  having  enlisted  a  company  of 
men,  went  into  the  army,  and  during  his  absence  the 
paper,  being  neglected,  went  down  rapidly  in  the 
scale  of  condition.  Its  material  was  used  for  a  time 
by  H.  V.  Morthimer  in  the  publication  of  the  Union 
Flag.  In  1864,  Capt.  Eauch,  having  returned  from 
the  army,  went  to  Reading,  and  the  paper  of  which 
he  had  formerly  been  proprietor  was  revived  by 
E.  Moll  Boyle  &  Brother  as  the  Mauch  Chunk  Coal 
Oa-.iitc,  under  which  title  it  has  ever  since  been  pub- 
lished. Several  firms  and  individuals  were  success- 
ively engaged  in  the  publication  of  the  paper  during 
the   late  sixties   and   the   following   decade,   among 


1  The  aies  of  the  Lehigh  Pioneer  and  Mauch  dmnfc  Courier,  and  of  the 
other  newspapers  of  the  town,  were  owned  by  Judge  H.  E.  Packer, 
through  whose  kindness  many  facts  have  been  secured  from  them 
for  this  history. 
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them  Boyle  &  Laciar,  Boyle,  Reed  &  Guyon,  E.  M. 
Boyle,  and  C.  W.  Blew.  In  July,  1881,  O.  B.  Sigley, 
the  present  proprietor,  took  possession,  and  he  has 
since  published  a  bright  and  newsy  local  paper,  which 
has  been  the  organ  of  the  Republican  party  in  the 
county.  In  form  it  is  a  nine-column  folio,  and  it  re- 
tains the  name  Maueh  Chunl  Coal  (inzHte,  first  applied 
twenty  years  ago. 

The  newest  aspirant  for  public  favor  in  the  journal- 
istic line  is  the  Mauch  Chunk  Baily  Times,  first  issued 
April  2,  1883.  It  is  published  from  the  Gazette  oflice. 
The  Carbon  Democrat  was  started  May  15,  1847,  by 
Enos  Tolen,  as  a  local  newspaper  and  supporter  of 
the  party  of  James  K.  Polk.  Originally  a  six-column 
sheet,  it  was  in  1853  enlarged  to  seven  columns,  and 
otherwise  improved.  Mr.  Tolen  was  the  editor  and 
proprietor  for  nearly  eleven  years,  during  which 
period  he  carried  on  quite  a  prosperous  business,  al- 
though seriously  crippled  by  the  loss  of  his  office  in 
the  great  fire  of  July  15, 1849.  The  printing  material 
was  wholly  consumed,  and  the  disaster  fell  so  heavily 
upon  the  owner  that  he  was  not  able  to  resume  the 
publication  of  the  Democrat  until  Nov.  17th,  when  the 
new  issue  was  made  as  No.  1,  Vol.  III.  This  paper, 
like  the  Courier  (afterwards  the  Gazette),  passed 
through  numerous  changes  of  ownership.  On  March 
20,  1858,  J.  R.  Struthers  became  proprietor,  and  on 
July  3d  of  the  same  year  he  disposed  of  the  property 
to  William  O.  Struthers,  who  in  turn  sold  to  George 
Bull,  in  June,  1860.  In  January,  1863,  Enos  Tolen 
again  had  possession  of  the  newspaper,  and  associated 
with  himself  W.  H.  Hibbs,  who,  upon  May  14th  of 
the  same  year,  became  sole  owner.  He  was  succeeded 
by  Joseph  Lynn,  in  April,  1865.  He  enlarged  the 
sheet  to  eight  columns  in  1867,  and  changed  its  name 
to  the  Mauch  Chunk  Democrat  in  1870.  For  a  short 
period  the  paper  was  owned  by  W.  P.  Furey,who  re- 
christened  it  the  Munch  Chunk  Times,  but  was  repos- 
sessed by  Mr.  Lynn,  who  restored  the  title,  and  con- 
tinued its  publication  until  a  very  recent  date,  of 
which  we  shall  presently  speak  more  definitely. 

On  Sept.  7,  1871,  a  new  Carbon  Democrat  was  issued 
by  Enos  Tolen  as  a  rival  to  the  old  one  which  he  had 
established  almost  a  quarter  of  a  century  before.  On 
November  2d  following  he  sold  out  to  Charles  T.  Sig- 
man,  and  just  three  weeks  later  the  paper  appeared 
with  the  Carbon  Democrat  Association  as  its  publish- 
ers. Under  this  management  E.  H.  Siewers,  Esq., 
and  E.  C.  Dimmick  were  the  editors,  and  they  made 
the  paper  a  lively  chronicle  of  local  news  and  active 
political  agitation.  They  conducted  the  journal  for 
only  two  years,  and  it  was  then  sold  to  Mr.  Lynn  and 
merged  with  the  Mauch  Chunk  Democrat. 

Another  rival  for  the  patronage  of  the  public,  and 
especially  of  the  local  Democratic  party,  appeared  in 
September,  1878,  and  like  that  of  1871,  under  the  title 
of  the  original  Carbon  Democrat,  with  the  additional 
word  "  county"  inserted.  The  new  paper  was  started 
by  E.  H.  Ranch,  of  Lancaster,  who  had  twenty-one 


years  before  became,  and  for  several  years  remained, 
the  editor  of  the  Gazette.  The  Carbon  County  Demo- 
crat was  brought  into  existence  through  political 
causes  operating  within  the  party,  and  naturally  be- 
came the  opponent  of  the  Mauch  Chunk  Democrat. 
In  1881,  Joseph  Lynn  retired  from  the  latter  journal, 
which  was  subsequently  conducted  by  R.  M.  Brod- 
head  as  publisher.  The  causes  of  difference  between 
the  two  papers  had  been  removed  by  Mr.  Lynn's 
withdrawal,  and  the  field  which  it  was  possible  to 
fill  being  no  larger  than  that  which  one  newspaper 
could  profitably  occupy,  the  Carbon  County  Demo- 
crat and  the  Mauch  Chunk  Democrat  were  merged 
under  the  name  of  the  latter  in  December,  1882,  Mr. 
Rauch  becoming  editorially  connected  with  the  united 
and  strengthened  publication,  and  Mr.  Brodhead  re- 
maining in  a  position  similar  to  that  which  he  had 
held  prior  to  the  union.  The  Mauch  Chunk  Democrat, 
it  will  thus  be  seen,  has  absorbed  two  newspapers, 
and  as  they  were  both  Democrats  by  name  and  nature, 
it  would  seem  that  the  political  predilection  of  the 
present  journal  must  be  very  definite  and  decided. 
Mr.  Ranch's  editorial  duties  have  included  one  very 
novel  feature,  which  has  attracted  the  attention  of 
many  other  other  newspaper  men  in  Eastern  Pennsyl- 
vania and  delighted  hundreds  of  readers.  We  refer 
to  his  sketches  in  Pennsylvania  Dutch,  over  the  nom 
deplume  of  "  Pix  Schweffelbrenner,"  which  have  long 
been  continued,  and  we  may  add  in  this  connection 
that  he  has  published  in  book  form  some  interesting 
contributions  to  Pennsylvania  Dutch  literature,  the 
most  extensive  and  laborious  being  his  "  Hand-Book  of 
Words,"  issued  from  the  Democrat  press  in  1879,  a  little 
volume  now  quite  rare,  and  which  will  at  some  time 
in  the  remote  future  be  regarded  as  a  valuable  relic 
of  a  lost  language.  His  Pennsylvania  Dutch  "Rip 
Van  Winkle"  is  a  very  happy  translation  and  dram- 
atization of  Irving's  story,  the  scene  being  changed 
from  the  Catskills  to  the  Blue  Mountains  to  give  it  a 
locale  in  keeping  with  the  language  in  which  it  is 
rendered. 

Besides  the  two  older  journals  now  in  existence  and 
the  two  which  have  passed  out  of  individual  existence 
(as  heretofore  related)  to  add  their  .strength  to  the 
Mauch  Chunk  Democrat,  the  town  has  had  only  a 
couple  of  newspapers  which  are  worthy  of  mention. 
These  were  both  published  in  the  German  language. 
The  Carbon  Adler  (Eagle)  was  started  by  E.  H.  Rauch 
in  January,  1858,  to  meet  a  political  emergency.  Sev- 
eral years  prior  to  this  date  Edward  Spierschneider 
had  established  at  Weissport  the  Carbon  Telegraph, 
which,  after  the  Adler  had  been  published  a  few 
months,  he  moved  to  Mauch  Chunk.  In  1859,  Mr. 
Rauch  purchased  the  Democratic  Telegraph  and 
merged  it  with  his  Republican  Adler,  and  in  the 
following  year  the  publication  was, suspended. 

About  the  same  time  that  the  German  newspapers 
were  first  issued  by  Mr.  Rauch  and  Mr.  Spierschneider 
a  small  and  grossly  scandalous  sheet  called  the  Mauch 
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ChunJc  Tattler  made  its  first  appearance.  It  bore  no 
name  of  editor,  was  printed  and  circulated  surrepti- 
tiously, appeared  irregularly,  led  a  feeble,  diseased, 
debased  life,  and  died,  after  a  short  career  of  filthy 
and  cowardly  dirt-throwing,  in  the  dark. 

Hotels. — Of  the  hotels  in  Mauch  Chunk  the  prin- 
cipal ones  are  the  Mansion  House,  the  American,  and 
the  Broadway,  and  the  first  named  of  these  three,  orig- 
inally called  the  Mauch  Chunk  Inn,  is  the  oldest.  It 
was  built  in  1825  by  the  Lehigh  Coal  and  Navigation 
Company,  and  originally  was  limited  in  size  to  the 
stone  structure  which  forms  the  central  portion  of  the 
present  house.  The  first  of  the  many  additions  was 
a  wooden  wing,  built  in  1828,  and  burned  down  many 
years  ago.  A  man  named  Atherton  appears  to  have 
kept  the  Mansion  House  a  short  time,  but  Edward  W. 
Kimball  is  regarded  as  the  first  regularly-installed 
landlord.  That  this  house  was  well  patronized  as 
early  as  1829  is  shown  by  the  fact — preserved  in  an 
old  paper — that  in  one  day  in  the  latter  part  of  June 
the  arrivals  numbered  fifty.  Most  of  them  were  gen- 
tlemen and  ladies  from  Philadelphia  and  New  York. 
Johp  Leisenring,  Sr.,  was  the  next  landlord  after  Mr. 
Kimball,  and  was  a  very  popular  one.  He  was  suc- 
ceeded by  A.  W.  Stedman,  and  he  by  George  Esser. 
George  HoflTer  followed  Esser,  and  was  succeeded  by 
E.  T.  Booth,  who  gave  place  to  the  present  landlord, 
J.  S.  Wibirt.  The  property  was  owned  by  the  Lehigh 
Coal  and  Navigation  Company  until  1873,  when  it 
was  trausferred  to  the  Mansion  House  Hotel  Com- 
pany, of  which  the  former  company  is  the  principal 
stockholder. 

The  original  American  House  was  built  by  Corne- 
lius Connor  in  1833,  and  was  a  medium-sized  frame 
building.  It  was  called  the  White  Swan.  This  house 
was  destroyed  by  the  great  fire  of  1849,  and  Mr.  Con- 
nor then  erected  a  brick  hotel,  which  is  a  part  of  the 
present  structure.  It  extended  from  the  alley  to  the 
Second  National  Bank  lot,  which  was  then  vacant. 
Mr.  Connor  was  a  popular  landlord  in  the  new  house 
and  continued  to  carry  it  on  until  his  death,  when  it 
passed  into  the  hands  of  Isaac  Ripple,  who,  when  he 
was  elected  sherifi",  handed  it  over  to  J.  K.  Lovett. 
After  he  retired  it  was  taken  charge  of  by  G.  W. 
Wilhelm,  who  was  succeeded  by  Jesse  Miller.  The 
building  soon  passed  into  the  possession  of  the  Easton 
Bank,  was  afterwards  owned  by  Mr.  Chidsey,  of 
Easton,  and  finally  sold  to  Lafayette  Lentz  of  this 
place,  its  present  proprietor.  It  was  then  leased  to 
Robert  Klotz  and  John  W.  Reed. 

The  first  structure  bearing  the  title  of  the  Broad- 
way House  was  built  in  1833  by  Daniel  Bertsch,  and 
was  two  stories  in  height  and  about  forty  feet  square, 
the  material  being  stone,  "  pebble  dashed,"  after  the 
manner  common  to  most  of  the  houses  in  Mauch 
Chunk  of  a  half-century  ago.  It  was  surrounded 
by  towering  pine-trees,  which  made  a  sort  of  grove 
around  it,  and  the  great  rocks  protruding  from  the 
ground  around  its  base  gave  it  a  wild  and  romantic 


appearance.  Charles  Cox,  of  Luzerne  County,  was 
the  first  landlord.  In  April,  1841,  Col.  John  Lentz, 
who  had  been  "washed  out"  of  his  hotel  at  Weissport 
by  the  great  flood  of  the  preceding  January,  took 
charge  of  the  Broadway  House,  and  kept  it  for  the 
succeeding  ten  years.  He  placed  two  stories  of  brick 
upon  the  original  stone  structure,  and  built  the  frame 
additions  on  each  side.  In  1850,  Maj.  Robert  Klotz 
took  possession,  and  was  its  landlord  for  three  years, 
being  succeeded  by  Alfred  Lentz  in  1854.  Lafayette 
Lentz,  C.  A.  Williams,  Peter  J.  Keiser,  J.  G.  Oden- 
heimer,  Peter  Benner,  and  J.  S.  Keiser  followed  in 
the  order  named.  Peter  J.  Keiser  purchased  the 
property  after  Lafayette  Lentz  resigned  his  place  as 
landlord,  and  from  him  his  brother  purchased  the 
house  a  few  years  later,  since  which  he  has  most  of 
the  time  kept  it,  although  it  was  for  brief  periods 
leased  to  0.  T.  Ziegenfuss  and  Nathan  Klotz. 

Post-Office  and  Postmasters.— The  Mauch  Chunk 
post-ofiice  was  established  in  1819,  the  year  after  op- 
erations were  begun  here.  In  1818  the  nearest  post- 
office  was  eight  miles  distant,  on  the  Easton  line  below. 
In  1824  the  people  settled  here  had  the  opportunity 
twice  each  week  of  communicating  with  their  friends 
in  the  outside  world  and  of  hearing  from  them,  the 
mail  then  being  carried  by  John  Jones.  In  1829  the 
postal  facilities  had  so  far  increased  that  the  number 
of  mails  arriving  at  and  dispatched  from  Mauch 
Chunk  numbered  thirty-eight  per  week.  During  this 
year  the  company  controlling  the  Union  line  of  mail- 
coaches  of  Philadelphia  made  arrangements  to  have 
their  stages  reach  this  place,  and  in  1831  a  new  line 
was  established  on  the  route  between  Mauch  Chunk 
and  Pottsville,  under  the  proprietorship  of  Messrs. 
Lippincott  &  Co.,  of  this  place,  and  Messrs.  Christ- 
man  and  Duesenbury,  of  Port  Carbon.  The  first 
postmaster  was  Josiah  White,  who  held  the  office 
until  1831,  most  of  the  time  keeping  it  either  in  the 
company's  store  or  oflSce.  John  Leisenring,  Sr.,  suc- 
ceeded Mr.  White  in  1831,  and  held  the  oflace  until 
1847,  a  period  of  sixteen  years,  and  the  longest,  with 
one  exception,  that  the  position  was  occupied  by  any 
incumbent.  Alexander  Stedman  was  appointed  in 
1847,  and  soon  gave  place  to  Capt.  James  Miller. 
Their  united  terms  occupied  a  period  of  only  three 
years,  A.  W.  Leisenring  being  ai)pointed  in  January, 
1850 ;  he  was  succeeded  in  1853  by  Mrs.  Eliza  Cooper, 
who  was  followed  in  1860  by  Mrs.  Jane  F.  Righter, 
who  was  postmistress  for  the  subsequent  twenty  years, 
being  succeeded  by  the  present  postmaster,  N.  D. 
Cortright,  in  September,  1880. 

Water-Works. — Asa  Packer  secured  the  charter 
for  the  Mauch  Chunk  Water  Company  in  1849,— the 
exact  date  of  its  issue  being  March  6th, — and  solicited 
the  subscriptions  of  stock.  The  incorporators  were, 
beside  Mr.  Packer,  E.  A.  Douglass,  John  Lentz,  Jacob 
H.  Salkeld,  Cornelius  Connor,  Conrad  Miller,  L.  D. 
Knowles,  Edward  Lippincott,  John  Mears,  and  George 
Weiss.    The  first  president  of  the  company  was  E.  A. 
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Douglass.  A  good  water-supply  was  found  in  the 
springs  in  the  valley  of  Mauch  Chunk  Creek,  and 
operations  were  immediately  begun  looking  towards 
its  introduction  to  the  town.  Pipes  were  laid,  and  the 
other  necessary  work  carried  on  with  such  expedition 
that  the  water  was  let  on  from  the  reservoir  in  De- 
cember. The  cost  of  the  works  was  about  nine  thou- 
sand dollars.  Pipes  were  laid  to  East  Mauch  Chunk 
in  1858-59,  and  the  company  also  sought  and  secured 
an  additional  supply  near  the  head-waters  of  Ruddle's 
Creek,  about  a  mile  and  a  half  from  the  town.  The 
pipes  crossing  the  river  were  torn  away  by  the  flood 
of  1862,  and  from  that  time  on  the  water  systems  of 
the  two  boroughs  have  been  entirely  separate  and  dis- 
tinct, though  controlled  by  the  same  company.  The 
quality  of  the  water,  secured  in  both  instances  from 
the  mountain  springs,  is  excellent,  and  the  high  ele- 
vation of  the  reservoir  gives  a  force  which,  in  cases  of 
fire,  insures  the  throwing  of  water  upon  the  highest 
business  block  in  the  town.  The  present  officers  of 
the  company  are :  President,  Robert  Klotz ;  Secretary, 
S.  S.  Smith;  Treasurer,  Charles  0.  Skeer;  Directors, 
James  1.  Blakslee,  William  B.  Mack,  Charles  O.  Skeer, 
and  S.  S.  Smith. 

Mauch  Chunk  Gas  Company. — The  charter  for 
this  company  was  procured  through  the  efforts  of 
James  I.  Blakslee  in  1852,  but  no  active  measures  for 
organization  were  resorted  to  until  nearly  four  years 
later.  In  1856,  Mr.  Blakslee  secured  subscriptions  of 
stock,  the  organization  of  the  company  was  perfected, 
E.  A.  Douglass  being  chosen  president,  and  gas-works 
were  erected  where  the  present  buildings  are  situ- 
ated. Gas  was  made  in  October,  1856,  and  at  once 
went  into  use  in  a  large  number  of  houses.  The  works, 
with  the  street  pipe,  cost  about  fifteen  thousand  dol- 
lars. In  1862  they  were  destroyed,  and  some  of  the 
pipes  in  the  streets  were  torn  up,  by  the  great  flood. 
Almost  immediately  after  the  waters  subsided  the 
work  of  rebuilding  was  commenced,  and  gas  was 
again  furnished  by  the  company  in  the  fall  of  the 
year.  Since  that  time  the  supply  of  the  illuminating 
medium  has  been  uninterrupted,  except  for  an  inter- 
val of  three  nights  in  November,  1883,  caused  by  the 
partial  burning  of  the  works.  Until  1881  the  com- 
pany produced  gas  from  bituminous  coal,  but  in  that 
year  the  Lowe  process  of  manufacturing  it  from  crude 
petroleum  was  adopted.  The  present  oflHcers  of  the 
company  are:  President,  A.  G.  Brodhead,  Jr. ;  Secre- 
tary and  Treasurer,  S.  S.  Smith  ;  Directors,  James  I. 
Blakslee,  Charles  O.  Skeer,  Allen  Craig,  A.  A.  Doug- 
lass, J.  W.  Heberling,  and  J.  C.  Dolan. 

Losses  by  Fire  and  Flood.— Like  Allentown, 
Mauch  Chunk  suffered  severely  from  the  opposite 
elements  of  fire  and  flood  in  the  fourth  decade  of  the 
present  century,  and  again  from  the  latter  element  in 
1862.  Still  earlier,  in  1831,  the  creek  through  the 
narrow  gorge  along  which  Broadway  is  built  became 
a  mountain  torrent  in  all  that  the  name  implies, 
and  created  as  great  havoc  as  was  possible  in  that 


primitive  period  of  the  life  of  the  village.  We  find  in 
the  Pioneer  of  July  4th  the  following  reference  to  this 
occurrence : 

"  The  rains  of  Thursday  and  Friday  produced  on 
Friday  night  last  a  tremendous  freshet  in  the  Mauch 
Chunk  Creek.  It  overflowed  the  banks,  and  the  water 
made  its  way  in  every  direction  through  the  roads  and 
streets  into  houses  and  cellars.  Broadway  was  a  com- 
plete cataract,  filled  the  whole  width  with  the  flood. 
The  scene  was  quite  unique, — the  roaring  of  the 
water,  hallooing  of  the  people,  dodging  about  in  the 
dark  with  lamps  and  lanterns,  gave  a  good  specimen  of 
the  ludicrous  and  alarming.  .  .  .  We  have  not  heard 
of  any  serious  damage  as  yet.  The  Lehigh  is  not  at  a 
great  height,  the  showers  which  gave  such  a  sudden 
impulse  to  the  waters  of  the  creek  having  been  local. 
Broadway  is  impassable  for  carriages,  the  water  having 
literally  rendered  it  a  gully." 

The  Flood  of  1841. — Greater  damage  was  caused 
by  the  Lehigh  flood  of  June  9, 1841,  which  was  a  dis- 
astrous one  throughout  the  valley.  The  water  at 
that  time  rose  to  a  height  then  unequaled  (though 
since  exceeded),  and  caused  here  as  elsewhere  along 
the  river  great  loss  and  general  consternation.  The 
saw-mills  of  the  Lehigh  Coal  and  Navigation  Com- 
pany were  swept  away,  as  well  as  the  river  bridge  in 
front  of  the  Mansion  House,  the  stone  stable  building 
at  the  hotel,  five  houses  in  the  Northern  Liberties, 
and  three  below  the  Narrows.  Several  persons  lost 
their  lives,  among  them  Adam  Beers,  his  wife  and 
children,  at  the  "  Turnhole,"  above  Mauch  Chunk. 

The  Fire  of  1849. — Living  in  almost  constant 
expectation  of  a  flood,  the  people  of  this  little  town 
were  never  so  terrified  by  one,  not  even  by  that  of 
1862  (which  we  shall  presently  describe),  as  they 
were  by  the  great  fire  of  Sunday,  July  15,  1849. 
This  was  a  most  serious  calamity,  and  brought  loss  to 
almost  every  prominent  property-holder  in  the  commu- 
nity. The  two  newspapers  then  published  in  Mauch 
Chunk  were  wiped  out  of  existence  by  the  fire,  and 
although.  Mr.  Thomas  L.  Foster,  the  editor  of  one  of 
them,  exhibited  much  enterprise  in  driving  immedi- 
ately to  Tamaqua  and  there  writing  an  account  of  the 
disaster  and  printing  it  as  an  "  extra,"  no  copies  of  the 
paper  are  now  in  existence,  and  we  therefore  rely 
upon  the  Allentown  journals  for  information  con- 
cerning the  disaster.  The  Bepublikaner  of  July  19th 
contained  the  following: 

"  On  last  Sunday  morning,  at  about  nine  o'clock, 
our  blooming  sister  town,  Mauch  Chunk,  was  visited 
by  a  very  destructive  fire,  which  laid  in  ashes  the 
business  portion  and  property  of  the  town.  The  fire 
took  rise  in  the  store-room  of  Messrs.  Dodson  &  Wil- 
liams, on  Race  Street,  and,  as  a  violent  northwest 
wind  was  blowing  at  the  time,  it  spread  with  such 
rapidity  that  in  a  short  time  the  court-house  and  jail, 
Packer's  store-house  and  three  three-story  brick 
dwelling-houses,  Leisenring's  store  and  dwelling- 
house,  Conner's  hotel,  Ebert  &  Polk's  drug-store,  the 
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printing-house  of  the  Carbon  Democrat,  the  post-office, 
and  a  shoe-store,  besides  a  number  of  other  build- 
ings wherein  public  works  were  carried  on,  were  in 
flames,  and  burned  to  the  ground.  The  fire  laid 
everything  in  ruins  and  ashes,  on  the  west  side  of 
Broad  Street,  from  Fatzinger's  residence  to  the  place 
where  Packer's  store  stood  and  back  to  Race  Street. 
On  the  east  side  of  Race  Street  everything  was 
burned  down,  from  the  court-house  and  jail,  ex- 
cept two  or  three  buildings  above  Conner's  hotel. 
Twenty-three  buildings  became  the  prey  of  the  de- 
stroying element.  The  loss  is,  without  doubt,  very 
great,  since  in  this  part  of  the  town  the  principal 
business  and  industries  were  carried  on.  We  have, 
however,  since  learned  that  the  greatest  part  is  cov- 
ered with  insurance.  We  have  not  learned  whether 
any  human  life  was  lost.  A  man  by  the  name  of 
Ebert  fell  from  a  three-story  brick  building,  above 
Conner's  hotel.  Whether  he  was  seriously  injured  or 
escaped  with  his  life  we  have  not  heard.  As  is  the 
case  at  every  fire,  thieves  broke  in  at  this  fire,  who 
availed  themselves  of  the  opportunity  to  rob  and 
plunder.  Three  of  these  long-fingered  rascals  were 
captured  and  brought  in  chains  last  Monday  to  the 
Allentown  jail,  where  they  now  lie  awaiting  a  hear- 
ing at  the  next  session  of  the  Carbon  County  Court." 

The  Friedem  Bote  of  the  same  date  had  the  follow- 
ing account  of  the  fire :  "  It  is  with  a  feeling  of  the 
greatest  sympathy  that  we  are  compelled  to  announce 
that  our  neighbor,  Mauch  Chunk,  was  last  Sunday 
visited  by  a  fearful  fire,  whereby  a  loss  of  not  less 
than  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  is  suffered.  At 
least  thirty  buildings  in  the  heart  of  the  town  lie  in 
ruins.  Among  them  the  following :  store  of  Dodson 
&  Behm  with  four  dwellings,  store  of  Drisco  &  Wil- 
liams, Polk's  drug-store,  Legget's  wheelwright-shop, 
Eberly's  new  buildings,  J.  Meier's  two  dwelling- 
houses,  John  Leisenring's  residence,  store-house  and 
Foster's  saddlery.  Packer  &  Olewein's  shoe-store, 
Packer's  store-house,  the  court-house  and  jail,  the 
printing-house  of  the  Carbon  County  Gazette,  Con- 
ner's hotel,  and  many  other  buildings,  and  a  great 
number  of  dwelling-houses.  The  fire  is  said  to  have 
broken  out  in  Dodson  &  Behra's  warehouse,  under 
which,  it  is  said,  ashes  containing  hot  coals  were 
carelessly  thrown. 

"  The  fire  was  discovered  at  nine  o'clock  a.m.,  and 
as  a  high  wind  was  stirring  at  the  time,  it  was  not 
possible  to  check  it,  and  the  whole  destroyed  district 
was  in  a  few  moments  enveloped  in  flames. 

"  When  the  flames  attacked  the  prison  the  prisoners 
were  set  free.  Two  thieves  who  appropriated  during 
the  progress  of  the  fire  the  projierty  of  others  and 
concealed  it  (about  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars' 
worth  of  jewelry)  were  brought  Monday  morning  to 
the  Allentown  jail." 

The  Carbon  Democrat  on  resuming  publication  after 
the  fire,  November  17th,  noticed  the  improvements  in 
progress.     John   M.  Joseph   had   erected  two  large 


three-story  brick  buildings  which  compared  favora- 
bly with  those  formerly  upon  his  lots.  Dodson  & 
Beam  had  under  roof  a  block  of  three-story  brick 
stores  and  a  dwelling,  and  Cornelius  Leggett  had 
erected  on  the  adjoining  lot  a  very  good  and  substan- 
tial two-story  frame.  Henry  Mears  had  put  up  a 
small  frame  building  to  answer  until  he  could  make 
arrangements  for  a  permanent  building.  John  Lei- 
senring  had  completed  the  foundations  for  two  large 
stores  and  dwellings ;  Asa  Packer  had  foundations  in 
process  of  building  for  two  stores ;  and  Thomas  Brels- 
ford  had  erected  a  two-story  frame  building  and  fin- 
ished the  substructure  for  a  brick  dwelling  and  store. 

The  Flood  of  1862.— Concerning  this  deplorable 
event  we  have  already  had  something  to  say  in  the 
second  chapter  of  the  History  of  Carbon  County, 
and  shall  content  ourselves  here  with  an  extended 
quotation  from  an  authority  generally  conceded  to  be 
correct,- — the  little  work  bearing  the  title  "  Incidents 
of  the  Freshet  on  the  Lehigh  River,  Sixth  Month  4th 
and  5th,  1862." 

"Mauch Chunk  and  its  neighborhood  suffered  .  .  . 
in  individual  losses  to  a  great  extent.  The  heavy  rain 
caused  the  creek  which  runs  through  and  partly  under 
the  town  to  break  its  bounds.  This  occurred  soon 
after  night-fall  on  the  4th  ;  it  broke  out  near  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  and  rushed  down  Broadway, 
carrying  everything  before  it.  In  a  few  moments  the 
entire  street  was  a  rushing  torrent,  filling  every  cellar 
in  its  course  with  water.  This,  meeting  the  rise  of 
the  water  from  the  river,  backed  it  a  considerable  dis- 
tance up  the  street.  Before  ten  o'clock  it  was  over 
the  first  floors  of  nearly  all  the  dwellings  below  the 
Broadway  House.  The  stores  near  the  court-house 
were  flooded,  and  quantities  of  goods  ruined.  The 
water  rose  five  feet  one  inch  in  the  banking-room  of 
the  bank.  Its  watchman  spent  the  most  of  the  night 
upon  the  top  of  one  of  the  desks,  holding  on  to  the 
gas-fixtures;  his  dog  got  on  with  him,  but,  forsaking 
his  position,  was  drowned.  Over  fifty  buildings,  such 
as  stores,  store-houses,  stables,  wagon-houses,  black- 
smith-shops, ice-houses,  school-house,  various  tempo- 
rary erections  used  for  business  purposes,  including 
sixteen  dwellings,  were  carried  away  from  the  borough 
limits  of  it  and  East  JIauch  Chunk.  Four  persons 
in  the  town  lost  their  lives. 

"  From  a  statement  received  from  the  landlord  of 
the  Mansion  House,  it  would  appear  that  the  water 
reached  its  extreme  height  there  somewhere  about 
half-past  eleven  o'clock  on  the  evening  of  the  4th.  It 
was  seventeen  inches  on  his  parlor  floor,  and  twenty- 
seven  feet  above  the  ordinary  height  of  the  pool 
above  the  dam  and  opposite  the  company's  chutes. 
By  a  level  taken  by  Walter  E.  Cox,  assistant  engineer 
of  the  Lehigh  Valley  Railroad  Company,  it  is  ascer- 
tained that  it  rose  thirty  feet'  above  the  usual  low- 

1  The  rise  was  about  ten  feet  aboTO  that  in  1841,  the  yolume  of  water 
thus  passing  in  a  short  space  of  time  must  have  far  exceeded  anything 
of  the  Iclnd  ever  Icnown  before. 
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water  mark  opposite  the  house.  It  maintained  its 
extreme  height  for  about  fifteen  minutes.  At  twelve 
o'clock  it  had  receded  from  the  parlor;  at  three 
o'clock  it  was  still  four  feet  in  the  basement;  at  half- 
past  five  it  was  gone,  and  men  were  set  to  work  to 
clean  out  the  kitchen.  When  aware  of  the  probability 
of  an  unusual  rise  of  the  river,  the  host  commenced 
removing  his  stores  and  goods  from  the  first  floor  to 
the  one  above,  in  the  full  expectation  that  they  were 
depositing  them  in  a  place  of  safety.  But  still  higher 
and  higher  rose  the  water,  until  it  reached  the  height 
as  above  stated  ;  the  compressed  air  under  the  dining- 
room  caused  its  flooring  to  rise  in  the  middle  for  near 
its  whole  length.  Sugar,  salt,  flour,  etc.,  placed  there, 
soon  mingled  with  the  water,  and  nearly  everything 
was  either  lost  or  ruined.  When  the  flood  had  risen  to 
this  point,  some  floating  mass,  supposed  to  be  either 
the  company's  store-house  or  the  hotel  stable,  floating 
down  the  stream,  struck  the  north  end  of  the  building 
above  the  lintel  of  the  second-story  window,  knocking 
a  considerable  hole  therein,  and  the  waves  at  the  same 
time  dashing  over  its  sill.  The  inmates  of  the  room, 
alarmed  for  their  own  safety,  soon  left ;  and  they,  with 
those  who  occupied  other  portions  of  the  house,  con- 
sidered it  best  to  resort  to  the  ten-pin  alley  attached 
to  the  building  on  the  side  of  the  mountain,  one  story 
higher  up.  A  panic  had  seized  many  of  them,  and 
the  fearful  aspect  of  the  scene  around  was  calculated 
to  make  the  stoutest  quail.  Those  whose  strength  of 
nerve  enabled  them  to  suppress  their  own  fearful  fore- 
boding, had  full  occupation  in  endeavoring  to  calm 
the  more  excited.  It  was  a  season  of  gloom,  of  doubt, 
and  of  fear,  which  is  stamped  with  indelible  impress 
upon  their  memories. 

"  Among  the  inmates  of  that  room  was  a  lady  who 
had  been  confined  to  her  bed  for  two  weeks,  and  when 
compelled  by  the  dire  necessity  of  the  case  to  join  this 
company,  she  found  her  husband  was  not  among  them, 
and  the  agonizing  thought  that  he  had  fallen  a  victim 
to  the  destroying  torrent  could  not  be  suppressed.  .  .  . 
We  may  picture,  but  not  realize,  the  feeling  of  the 
wife  and  mother  during  the  long  hours  of  that  anxious 
night.     It  was  a  far  easier  task  to  rejoice  with  her  in 
sympathetic  feeling,  when  at  morning's  earliest  dawn 
the  husband  was  seen  on  the  other  side  of  the  river, 
giving  notice  to  those  opposite  of  his  safety.     Wel- 
come news,  which  quickly  sped  to  the  ear  of  the  wife. 
He,  anxious  for  the  safety  of  a  father  and  sister,  had 
crossed  the  bridge  in  order  to  apprise  them  of  the 
threatening  danger.     His  foot  had  not  ceased  to  tread 
it  more  than  a  minute  or  two  before  it  was  carried 
down  the  stream  ;  the  way  for  his  return  was  cut  off. 
He  was  safe,  and  gratified  in  being  able  to  get  his  pa- 
rent and  sister  to  a  place  of  safety,  and  hjs  timely 
warning  induced  others  to  seek  a  position  of  greater 
security.    The  remainder  of  the  night  was  passed  amid 
doubts  and  fears  in  regard  to  the  safety  of  the  dear 
ones  separated  from  him,  from  which  he  was  not  re- 
lieved until  it  was  light  enough  to  communicate  by 


signal  with  those  on  the  other  side  of  the  river.  Fear- 
ful scenes  were  enacting  elsewhere.  Dr.  Flentje,  an 
intelligent  physician,  was  in  his  office  (situated  a  few. 
doors  above  the  Mansion  House)  with  a  patient  who 
had  called  to  see  him,  when,  the  water  rising  rapidly 
in  the  room,  the  doctor  went  in  the  adjoining  one  to  a 
back  window  for  the  purpose  of  communicating  with 
a  neighbor  ;  whilst  there  he  called  to  his  friend  to 
come  also,  but  the  response  was,  '  He  could  not,  that 
the  water  was  coming  in  so  fast,  and  the  door  was 
shut,  and  he  was  unable  to  open  it.'  Anxious  for  his 
safety,  the  doctor  returned  to  the  door,  which,  with 
some  difficulty,  he  succeeded  in  opening.  The  water 
was  then  in  the  room  up  to  his  waist,  and  rising  with 
great  rapidity.  The  means  of  escape  apparently  cut 
off,  he  kept  hold  of  the  open  door,  and  by  that  means 
supported  himself,  the  water  buoying  him  up.  The 
lights  were  out,  and  in  the  darkness  his  companion 
was  not  to  be  seen.  Here  he  clung  for  a  while ;  next 
a  tenpenny  nail  driven  in  the  wall  furnished  a  place 
to  cling  to,  when  he  thought  of  the  stove-pipe  hole, 
situated  near  the  corner  of  the  room,  the  bottom  of  the 
aperture  of  which,  by  measurement,  was  found  to  be 
just  fifteen  inches  from  the  ceiling.  Into  this  he 
thrust  his  arm  and  supported  himself  during  the 
height  of  the  water ;  he  was  thus  able  to  keep  his 
mouth  and  nose  above  it,  not  escaping,  however,  with- 
out swallowing  a  considerable  quantity.  When  thus 
suspended,  he  felt  with  his  feet  for  the  stove,  but  it 
had  been  overset.  How  long  he  hung  there  he  had 
no  means  of  knowing;  but  he  could  feel  with  his  feet 
the  retiring  of  the  waters,  and  we  presume  he  re- 
mained until  sheer  exhaustion  relaxed  his  hold,  when, 
in  a  state  of  semi-unconsciousness,  he  must  have  sought 
a  resting-place  above  the  water,  for  when  fully  aware 
of  his  situation,  he  found  himself  lying  upon  the  top 
of  a  case  near  the  middle  of  the  room,  with  the  dead 
body  of  his  patient  near  by  him  on  the  floor.  As 
mentioned  elsewhere,  the  extreme  height  of  the 
water  did  not  continue  more  than  fifteen  minutes,  and 
we  are  inclined  to  think  it  might  have  been  the  undu- 
lation of  the  waves  that  marked  the  depth  of  water  in 
the  doctor's  office,  it  being  just  four  inches  below  the 
ceiling. 

"  Another  remarkable  preservation  from  death  was 
exemplified  in  the  case  of  Leonard  Yeager,  cabinet- 
maker. He  was  at  his  dwelling,  situated  on  Broad- 
way, when  about  nine  o'clock  he  was  informed  that 
his  shop,  which  stands  on  the  east  side  of  Susque- 
hanna Street,  was  in  danger  ;  his  wife,  alarmed  at  the 
aspect  of  things  around  them,  was  unwilling  for  him 
to  leave  her.  Another  message  coming  about  ten 
o'clock,  he  went  down,  and,  though  the  water  covered 
the  street  to  a  considerable  depth,  crossed  over  to  his 
shop,  where  he  found  his  men  and  boy  endeavoring 
to  take  care  of  his  stock.  Thinking  he  might  procure 
a  room  of  a  neighbor  in  which  he  might  place  some  of 
his  furniture,  he  left  the  building  and  went  over  for  the 
purpose  of  making  the  arrangement.     While  thus  en- 
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gaged  the  water  made  a  rush  (as  he  describes  it),  and 
he  returned  to  his  shop,  where  his  men  were  busily 
engaged  up-stairs,  and  told  them  to  get  away  as  soon 
as  they  could ;  they  promptly  obeyed,  and  the  men 
were  enabled  to  gain  the  houses  on  the  other  side. 
Emanuel  Dorwert,  his  apprentice,  aged  about  twenty 
years,  also  made  the  attempt,  but  owing  to  the  rapid 
rise  of  the  water,  and  his  companions  urging  him  to 
desist  from  the  effort,  he  returned  to  the  shop  as 
Leonard  reached  the  door  from  above.  Here  they 
stood  for  a  time,  Leonard  afraid  to  let  his  boy  go,  or 
to  venture  himself,  supposing  the  place  they  occupied 
would  be  the  safest.  But  very  quickly  they  were  ad- 
monished by  the  rising  flood  and  the  shaking  building 
— some  of  its  pieces  which  covered  the  porch  on  which 
they  were  standing  falling  upon  and  about  their  heads, 
and  the  back  part  of  the  structure  yielding  to  the  force 
of  the  waters — that  their  position  was  one  of  extreme 
peril.  Upon  consulting  together,  and  making  hasty 
preparation  by  stripping  off  their  coats  and  boots, 
they  made  a  plunge  into  the  current,  with  the  hope 
they  might  reach  the  Mansion  House.  Leonard  got 
hold  of  a  piece  of  timber ;  this  was  struck  by  another 
and  put  his  head  under  water,  but  he  quickly  emerged, 
and  as  he  passed  the  Mansion  House,  observing  a 
light,  he  called  for  help ;  if  heard  at  all  there,  they 
were  powerless  to  assist.  Emanuel  called  also,  and 
Leonard  thinks  from  the  sound  of  his  voice  when  op- 
posite the  house,  they  could  not  have  been  more  than 
six  or  eight  feet  apart.  He  could  not  see  him  in  the 
darkness,  and  it  was  the  last  he  heard  of  him.  His 
body  was  found  on  the  6th  of  the  month  near  the  gap, 
his  head  mangled,  it  is  supposed  crushed  between  the 
floating  timber.  Yeager,  soon  after  passing  the  hotel, 
found  himself  so  completely  packed  in  the  drift-wood 
that  he  could  not  stir  hand  or  foot,  and  in  the  short  in- 
terval that  elapsed  in  bis  passage  from  the  Mansion 
House  to  the  gas-works,  thinks  he  was  stunned  by  a 
blow  from  something  floating  by.  At  the  gas-house, 
not  being  able  to  use  his  limbs,  he  thought  a  leg  was 
broken,  and  thus  went  down  through  the  narrows. 
When  about  the  railroad  bridge  his  arms  became  re- 
leased, and  he  was  enabled  to  crawl  out  of  the  water  on  to 
the  rubbish,  over  which  he  scrambled  until  he  reached 
an  empty  canal-boat  a  little  below  the  tavern  at  Bur- 
lington, upon  this  he  succeeded  in  getting.  We  sup- 
pose the  accumulated  mass  of  timber  surrounding  it 
furnished  the  way.  He  kept  himself  on  the  hind  box 
until  it  reached  the  island  above  Weissport,  where  it 
struck  ;  here,  finding  it  was  filling  with  water  very 
fast,  he  worked  his  way  to  the  forward  box,  which 
he  barely  reached  ere  it  broke  loose  from  the  one  he 
left.  On  this  he  was  carried  down  by  Weissport,  the 
boat  taking  its  course  between  the  canal  and  the  roll- 
ing-mill chimney,  and  thence  through  the  back  part 
of  the  town.  At  the  lower  end  of  it  he  passed  a  house 
afloat,  and  distinctly  heard  the  voices  of  its  inmates 
in  their  unavailing  cry  for  help.  When  opposite 
Parryville,  the  light  from  the  furnace-stack  enabled 


him  to  see  his  position,  and,  approaching  very  near 
the  shore,  he  had  some  thought  of  jumping  off  and 
endeavoring  to  reach  it,  but  he  feared  to  make  the  at- 
tempt. Some  distance  below  this  place  the  boat  was 
swept  so  near  to  the  mountain  that  he  was  enabled  to 
grasp  an  overhanging  limb,  by  which  he  succeeded  in 
getting  on  to  the  tree.  The  boat,  without  striking, 
pursued  its  way  down  the  stream. 

"  Upon  descending  the  tree  he  found  the  water  at 
its  foot  to  be  about  knee-deep,  from  whence  he  made 
his  way  up  the  mountain-side,  where  he  spent  the 
night.  He  had  vest,  shirt,  and  pantaloons  on ;  his 
coat  and  boots  had  been  left  in  the  shop,  and  the  rub- 
bish of  the  river  had  stripped  him  of  his  stockings. 
About  daybreak  he  reached  the  house  of  Christopher 
Eapp,  at  Parryville,  where  he  was  furnished  with 
dry  clothes  and  a  breakfast,  and  at  once,  much  against 
the  judgment  and  advice  of  those  he  was  with,  started 
for  Mauch  Chunk.  To  get  there,  a  creek  whose 
waters  were  much  swollen  had  to  be  crossed,  but  by 
going  up  it  a  considerable  distance  he  found  a  log, 
over  which,  though  covered  with  a  foot  or  more  of 
water,  he  ventured,  getting  safely  over,  and  arrived 
opposite  the  town  during  the  morning.  A  more  wel- 
come bulletin,  written  upon  a  piece  of  iron  and  held 
up  to  be  read  by  those  on  the  other  side  by  the  aid  of 
a  glass,  announcing  his  safety,  we  are  inclined  to 
think,  was  never  before  received  by  his  distressed 
wife. 

"  A  sad  incident  which  occurred  on  the  following 
second  day  (the  9th  of  the  month)  after  the  freshet  is 
deserving  of  record.  Elizabeth  Ziest,  of  Tamaqua, 
and  Anna  Kirschner,  of  Mahoning  Valley,  were  at 
the  time  of  its  occurrence  living  with  George  Fegley, 
opposite  Penn  Haven.  Owing  to  the  sudden  and 
rapid  rise  of  the  water  it  was  with  much  difficulty 
they  escaped;  it  is  said  a  tree  assisted  one,  and  the 
other  was  extricated  by  her  hair.  The  morning  after 
the  freshet  they  were  sent  by  George  to  a  neighbor's, 
some  little  distance  from  the  river,  for  shelter  until 
he  could  go  to  Mauch  Chunk  and  make  some  ar- 
rangements for  them,  his  house  having  been  entirely 
washed  away.  Here  they  stayed  some  time,  and  Eliza- 
beth, in  conversation,  remarked  that  she  was  under 
the  impression  that  she  would  still  be  drowned.  This 
idea  seemed  to  have  taken  fast  hold  of  her,  though 
endeavors  were  used  to  convince  her  that  she  only 
fancied  so  from  the  effects  of  the  fright  she  had  re- 
ceived ;  she  nevertheless  persisted  in  the  belief  that 
she  was  to  lose  her  life  by  drowning.  After  remain- 
ing at  the  neighbor's  house  some  days  they  concluded 
they  would  go  to  Mauch  Chunk  and  see  their  em- 
ployer, who  had  then  arrived  there,  and  they  would 
endeavor  to  reach  their  r&spective  homes  that  their 
relatives  might  be  advised  of  their  safety.  On  their 
way  they  called  upon  some  acquaintances  at  East 
Mauch  Chunk.  They  arrived  at  the  river  in  the  early 
part  of  the  afternoon  ;  and  after  they  had  taken  their 
place9.in  the  boat  a  young  man  who  had  joined  them 
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pushed  it  from  the  shore,  and  then  jumped  to  get  in 
himself,  but  the  current  was  so  stroug  that  instead  of 
getting  into  the  boat  lie  only  succeeded  in  reaching 
the  stern  where  the  women  were  sitting,  causing  it 
instantly  to  upset,  throwing  all  of  its  human  freight 
into  the  rapid  current.  He  and  the  oarsman  by  great 
efforts  reached  the  shore,  but  the  young  women  were 
lost;  the  body  of  one  was  recovered  near  the  com- 
pany's schute,  and  the  other  lodged  for  a  time  on  the 
pier  of  the  old  bridge  opposite  the  Mansion  House, 
and  was  taken  from  the  river  some  distance  bolow  it. 
This  accident,  if  possible,  cast  a  still  deeper  gloom 
over  the  citizens  of  the  town.  Six  lives,  including 
these,  were  lost. 

"  The  borough,  after  the  retiring  of  the  flood,  pre- 
sented a  sorry  appearance.  Broadway  showed  its 
effects,  and  Susquehanna  Street  from  the  dam  to  be- 
low the  Mansion  House  was  nearly  half  swept  away, 
together  with  the  wall  at  the  river-side.  Below,  the 
gas  buildings,  with  its  gasometer,  were  demolished, 
also  the  wagon  road  through  the  narrows  for  a  con- 
siderable portion  of  its  distance,  leaving  no  token  in 
places  by  which  it  could  be  recognized  that  a  road 
ever  existed  there ;  so  completely  were  earth  and  stone 
removed  that  a  foot  passenger  had  great  difficulty  in 
getting  along,  and  it  could  only  be  accomplished  by 
clinging  to  the  rocks  and  shrubbery  on  the  side  of  the 
mountain.  The  damage  to  the  Lehigh  Coal  and 
Navigation  Company's  works  at  and  below  Mauch 
Chunk  to  the  Delaware  Kiver  was  very  extensive. 
Down  to  Allentown  it  was  marked  by  the  breaking  of 
guard-banks,  the  destruction  of  locks  and  lock-tenders' 
houses,  and  in  a  number  of  places  the  bed  of  the  canal 
was  so  entirely  washed  away  as  to  leave  no  indication 
that  it  ever  existed  there.  .From  Allentown  to  Easton 
the  damage  was  not  so  great,  and  required  but  a 
short  time  and  small  outlay  to  repair  it.  This  part  of 
the  canal  was  ready  for  the  passage  of  boats  by  the 
25th  of  the  Seventh  month.  The  devastation  was  so 
great  between  Mauch  Chunk  and  Allentown  that  it 
involved  a  heavy  outlay  of  money  in  lumber,  iron, 
and  other  materials,  and  the  labor  of  between  two 
and  three  thousand  men  and  five  or  six  hundred 
horses  and  mules  for  nearly  four  months  before  navi- 
gation could  be  resumed.  The  first  boat  was  loaded 
and  started  from  Mauch  Chunk  the  29th  day  of  the 
Ninth  month,  1862." 

The  Borough  Incorporated.— The  town  having 
obtained  a  population  of  over  twenty-five  hundred  in 

1849,  a  majority  of  its  voters,  deeming  that  its  in- 
terests would  be  best  subserved  by  self-government, 
petitioned  the  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions  for  a  charter 
of  borough  incorporation.    This  was  granted  Jan.  26, 

1850,  and  formally  accepted  by  an  election  in  which 
Charles  O.  Skeer,  E.  W.  Harlan,  Josiah  Bullock, 
Jacob  H.  Salkeld,  Leonard  Blakslee,  and  J.  E.  Twin- 
ing were  elected  councilmen.  They  chose  E.  W.  Har- 
lan as  burgess  at  their  first  meeting,  March  11,  1850  ; 
James  I.  Blakslee  was  elected  treasurer ;  Thomas  L. 


Foster,  surveyor ;  J.  R.  Struthers,  borough  counsel ; 
C.  L.  Eberle,  clerk  ;  F.  C.  Kline,  high  constable ;  and 
George  Kisner  and  Owen  Williams,  street  commis- 
sioners. 

Following  are  the  names  of  the  successive  burgesses 
from  1850  to  1883  : 

1850-51.— E.  W.  Harlan. 

1852. — Jesse  K.  Pryor. 

1853.— L.  D.  Knowles. 

1854.— J.  I.  Blakslee  (February). 

1854.— Jacob  Gilger  (March). 

1855. — Samuel  B.  Hutchinson. 

1856.— E.  W.  Harlan. 

1857-58.— I.  T.  DodsoD. 

1859.— T.  R.  Orellin. 

I860.— J.  W.  Enbody. 

1861.— L.  F.  Chapman. 

1862.— S.  M.  Line. 

1863.— A.  H.  Fatzinger. 

1864-65.— Joshua  Bullock. 

1866-77.— W.  H.  Stroh. 

1878.— W.  T.  King. 

1879.— T.  R.  Crellin. 

1880.— J.  S.  Keiser. 

1881-82.— Henry  Lobien. 

1883.— John  Brelsford. 
Upper  Mauch  Chunk,  as  it  is  commonly  called, 
constitutes  the  Second  Ward  of  the  borough.  It  is 
composed  almost  entirely  of  residences,  which  border 
regularly-laid  out  streets  on  the  level  ground  more 
than  two  hundred  feet  above  the  lower  town.  This 
vast  natural  terrace  or  buttress  of  Mount  Pisgah  was 
early  recognized  as  available  ground  for  building,  and 
was  laid  out  in  1846.  David  Pratt  was  the  first  set- 
tler there,  in  the  year  1823,  and  he  cultivated  a  con- 
siderable portion  of  the  ground  now  covered  by 
houses  as  late  as  1840.  Elliott  Lockhart,  Philip 
Swank,  Nathan  Tubbs,  Joseph  Weyhenmyer,  and 
Charles  Faga  lived  there  as  early  as  1837,  and  the 
latter  has  kept  store  since  1856.  There  are  no  me- 
chanical industries  in  Upper  Mauch  Chunk  except 
the  car-repair  shops  of  the  gravity  railroad,  estab- 
lished in  1847. 

East  Mauch  Chunk  constitutes  a  separate  borough, 
divided  from  Mauch  Chunk  proper  by  the  Lehigh 
River.  The  locality  was  known  during  the  early 
years  of  the  settlement  as  "  The  Kettle,"  an  appella- 
tion that  had  some  degree  of  appropriateness  from 
the  slope  of  the  great  hollow  surrounded  by  a  colos- 
sal amphitheatre  of  hills.  A  few  families  lived  here 
years  before  the  town  was  laid  out.  John  Burns  took 
up  his  residence  at  "  The  Kettle"  in  1824,  and  John 
Ruddle  at  a  later  period.  The  spot  being  a  favorable 
one  for  the  location  of  a  town,  and  affording  a  large 
tract  of  comparatively  smooth  ground,  sloping  gently 
towards  the  river,  the  Coal  and  Navigation  Company 
in  1850  laid  out  about  sixty  acres  in  lots,  which  were 
placed  in  the  market,  and  soou  found  purchasers. 
These  lots,  some  of  which  are  now  worth  two  thou- 
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sand  dollars,  originally  sold  for  one  hundred  dollars 
each.  From  time  to  time  additions  were  made  to  the 
original  plat,  until  at  present  the  town  covers  nearly 
or  quite  two  hundred  acres.  Over  four  hundred  and 
fifty  lots  have  been  sold,  and  upon  nearly  all  of  them 
improvements  have  been  made.  Many  of  the  houses 
are  elegant  structures,  and  nearly  all  have  the  ap- 
pearance of  comfortable  homes.  The  town  is  laid  out 
on  the  rectangular  plan,  with  broad  streets  running 
back  from  the  brow  of  the  hill,  and  crossed  by  other 
streets  at  regular  distances. 

The  first  merchant  of  the  place  was  Isaac  Butz, 
who,  after  keeping  store  about  five  years,  sold  out  to 
E.  Bauer  in  1864.  3Ir.  Bauer  is  now  the  oldest  mer- 
chant of  East  Mauch  Chunk.  Others  who  have  gone 
into  business  here  are  Samuel  Kennedy,  John  Dick- 
man,  Hooven  Brothers,  John  Muth,  and  Robert 
Bauchspies.  The  first  public-house,  the  Centre  Hotel, 
was  built  by  Solomon  Driesbach,  who  kept  it  for 
many  years. 

Incorporation. — The  town  grew  rapidly,  and  by 
1853  it  had  attained  such  a  population  as  warranted 
application  for  its  establishment  as  a  separate  mu- 
nicipality. In  response  to  the  petition  of  its  people 
it  was  incorporated  as  the  Borough  of  East  Mauch 
Chunk  by  the  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions,  Jan.  1, 1854. 
John  Ruddle  was  chosen  the  first  burgess,  and  Jacob 
S.  Wallace,  Lucas  Ashle)',  Thomas  L.  Foster,  David 
Mummey,  .1.  R.  Twining,  and  John  Beighe  were 
elected  as  the  first  council.  The  names  of  the  bur- 
gesses during  the  past  thirty  years  cannot  be  accu- 
rately ascertained  from  the  minute-books,  and  we 
therefore  omit  them.  The  present  burgess  is  E.  H. 
Blakslee. 

The  East  Mauch  Chunk  Post-Office  was  estab- 
lished in  June,  1870,  J.  M.  Dreisbach  being  appointed 
postmaster.  E.  Bauer  was  his  deputy,  and  attended 
to  the  business  of  the  office. 

This  borough,  although  a  distinct  corporation,  is 
practically  one  with  Mauch  Chunk  proper,  and  will 
be  found  so  treated  in  this  chapter,  its  churches  and 
schools  appearing  with  those  of  the  older  borough. 
It  is  a  town  of  houses  rather  than  business  institu- 
tions, and  will  doubtless  some  day  rival  its  neighbor 
in  population,  though  not  in  wealth  or  commercial 
activity. 

Educational. — The  first  school  of  which  any  mem- 
ory is  retained  was  kept  in  1821,  in  a  log  building 
owned  by  the  Lehigh  Coal  and  Navigation  Company. 
It  was  sustained  in  part  by  the  company  and  in  part  by 
the  parents  of  the  few  pupils  who  attended  it,  a  stipu- 
lated price  being  paid  for  the  tuition  of  each  one.  In 
1823  the  Coal  and  Navigation  Company  built  a  log 
school-house,  above  the  foundry-dam,  in  which  in 
later  years  the  eccentric  "  Irish  schoolmaster,"  James 
Nowlin,  taught.  In  1824  a  slab  house,  which  was  sub- 
sequently lathed  and  pebble-dashed,  was  built  on  the 
spot  now  occupied  by  A.  W.  Butler's  residence.  This 
was  also  opened  as  a  school-house,  and  so  used  for 


many  years.  There  were  two  teachers  in  Mauch 
Chunk  prior  to  Nowlin's  time,  whose  names  have 
been  preserved,  and  one  of  them,  Margaret  Maline 
Brooks  Balton  Sanders,  seems  to  be  well  worth  pre- 
serving as  a  curiosity.  She  was  a  New  Jersey  lady, 
who  came  here  in  1823  or  1824,  and  remained  per- 
haps ten  years,  or  until  after  Nowlin's  school  had  been 
established  and  the  greater  number  of  the  children  of 
school  age  attracted  to  it.  Mrs.  Jane  Teeple  also  had 
a  small  school  of  very  young  children  in  the  house 
where  she  lived. 

James  Nowlin,  the  "  Irish  schoolmaster,"  to  whom 
allusion  has  been  made,  is  said  to  have  been  the  first 
teacher  in  the  upper  school-house,  and  if  that  state- 
ment is  correct,  he  must  have  come  here  soon  after  it 
was  built,  in  1823.  In  1829  he  announced,  in  the  Le- 
high Pioneer  and  Courier,  that  he  still  remained  as 
teacher  at  the  upper  school-house.  For  a  short  period 
during  the  early  part  of  his  career  he  had  a  rival  in 
a  Mr.  Hunter,  who  taught  at  the  Slab  school-house, 
heretofore  mentioned.  He  taught  all  of  the  common 
English  branches,  and  in  addition  the  higher  mathe- 
matics, including  surveying,  and  received  a  tuition- 
fee  of  $2.50  per  quarter  from  each  pupil.  Nowlin, 
however,  was  the  most  popular  teacher,  and  outlasted 
Hunter.  He  had  a  mixed  school  of  about  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  pupils,  which  included  many  who 
have  since  become  prominent  in  Mauch  Chunk  or  a 
wider  field,  as  R.  Q.  Butler,  a  leading  public-spirited 
school-man,  who  has  for  the  past  quarter  of  a  century 
been  identified  with  almost  every  step  in  educational 
improvement,  Hon.  John  Leisenring,  A.  W.  Leisen- 
ring,  Robert  Sayre,  8.  Roberts,  and  Rothermel,  Penn- 
sylvania's noted  artist  and  the  painter  of  the  great 
battle-scene,  "  Gettysburg."  Nowlin  taught  five  and 
a  half  days  in  the  week,  and  received  $2.50  per  quar- 
ter for  each  of  his  pupils.  He  was  a  good  mathema- 
tician, but  not  equally  master  of  the  other  branches, 
and  was  a  rigid  disciplinarian.  The  punishments  in- 
flicted by  him  were  severe  and  frequent,  the  instrument 
used  being  what  he  denominated  the  "taws,"  a  short, 
stocky  hickory  handle,  to  which  were  fastened  four 
leather  lashes.  The  unhappy  pupil  who  gave  wrong 
answers  in  class,  as  well  as  the  one  who  disobeyed  in- 
structions, was  sure  to  receive  a  stinging  blow  from 
the  "  taws"  upon  the  hand,  which  he  was  instantly 
obliged  to  stretch  out.  The  frequency  and  severity  of 
the  punishment,  which  would  not  be  tolerated  to-day 
under  any  circumstances,  was  never  resented  then, 
and  in  spite  of  his  application  of  the  lash,  Nowlin 
was  popular  with  his  scholars.  He  won  their  regard 
by  his  genial  ways  on  the  playground  and  his  dex- 
terity in  playing  ball,  at  which  he  could  excel  any  of 
the  boys.  In  1831  the  upper  school  suffered  slightly 
from  the  withdrawal  of  pupils  of  the  younger  classes 
to  attend  a  school  opened  by  S.  Ross,  whose  wife,  Mrs. 
A.  M.  Ross,  taught  needlework,  but  Nowlin's  fame 
was  too  great  to  make  the  efforts  of  any  rivals  danger- 
ous, and  he  kept  on  teaching  with  great  success  until 
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after  the  adoption  of  the  common  school  in  1835. 
The  poor  fellow  drifted  about,  and  finally  died  at  the 
Schuylkill  County  Poor-House. 

The  school  directors  elected  in  1834,  who  assisted  in 
bringing  about  the  adoption  of  the  free-school  law  in 
the  following  year,  were  S.  S.  Barber,  Asa  L.  Foster, 
G.  W.  Smith,  William  Butler,  Sr.,  Samuel  Holland, 
and  Merrit  Abbott. 

After  Nowlin's  departure  the  schools  were  taught 
by  Amos  Singley  and  others,  no  one  of  whom  retained 
position  very  long,  until  J.  H.  Siewers,  Esq.,  became 
the  teacher,  about  1841.  He  was  an  able,  successful, 
and  popular  instructor,  and  in  1854,  in  recognition  of 
his  services,  character,  and  capability,  he  was  elected 
the  first  county  superintendent.  His  labors  in  the 
Mauch  Chunk  schools  extended  through  a  period  of 
about  twelve  years,  during  which  he  materially  ele- 
vated their  condition  and  commenced  the  work  of  grad- 
ing them.  He  was  succeeded  in  1853  by  Charles  Bow- 
man, the  present  principal  of  the  commercial  school, 
who  came  from  Philadelphia,  where  he  had  gained 
considerable  experience  as  an  educator.  In  1857, 
John  W.  Horner  became  the  principal  teacher,  and 
was  succeeded  by  Professor  Rice,  who,  after  teaching 
here  five  years,  removed  to  Paterson,  K.  J.,  where  he 
subsequently  died.  He  was  followed  by  Dr.  Cyrus 
Luce.  B.  C.  Youngman  taught  about  one  year,  and 
in  1875,  L.  H.  Barber,  who  had  taught  since  1872  in 
Upper  Mauch  Chunk,  became  principal.  He  resigned 
in  1880,  and  Lee  Huber  filled  the  position  from  that 
time  to  June,  1881.  In  the  fall  of  that  year  the 
present  principal,  J.  T.  White,  was  engaged. 

The  grading  of  the  schools,  which  had  been  com- 
menced by  Mr.  Siewers,  advanced  very  gradually,  and 
in  1863,  Thomas  L.  Foster,  on  retiring  from  his  office 
as  county  superintendent,  reported  that  there  was  not 
a  graded  school  in  the  county,  the  nearest  approach  to 
that  condition  being  in  the  towns  and  villages.  The 
system  reached  a  fair  degree  of  perfection  under 
Professor  Rice. 

The  present  school-house  (on  Broadway)  was  built 
in  1840,  and  at  that  time  compared  favorably  with  the 
best  in  the  State,  except  those  of  Philadelphia  and  pos- 
sibly one  or  two  of  the  other  cities.  Rupp,  in  his  his- 
tory of  Carbon  County,  says,  "  One  of  the  finest  public 
school-houses  to  be  met  with  in  the  State,  outside  of 
Philadelphia,  is  found  at  Mauch  Chunk.  Her  schools 
are  well  managed."  Sherman  Day,  in  his  "  Histor- 
ical Collections  of  Pennsylvania,"  wrote,  "The  people 
of  Mauch  Chunk  are  remarkable  for  their  industry, 
enterprise,  intelligence,  and  hospitality.  A  splendid 
edifice  erected  at  Mauch  Chunk  for  school  purposes 
will  vie  with  any  building  of  the  kind  in  the  State." 
And  still,  after  a  lapse  of  only  forty-three  years,  the 
"splendid  edifice"  is  outgrown,  is  found  to  look 
shabby  in  the  midst  of  the  finer  modern  buildings, 
and  is  to  be  razed  to  the  earth  to  make  room  for  a 
new  and  larger  structure,  which  will  probably  deserve 
in  this  decade  as  high  compliments  as  the  old  one  re- 


ceived in  the  forties.  The  directors  have  bought  the 
lot  adjoining  the  school-house, — the  one  on  which  the 
old  Presbyterian  Church  stands, — and  will  erect  a 
spacious  building,  embodying  the  most  recent  im- 
provements, which  will  cover  a  proper  proportion  of 
the  old  and  the  newly-acquired  ground. 

The  schools  of  Upper  Mauch  Chunk,  or  the  Second 
Ward,  are  under  the  same  general  management  as 
those  of  the  First  Ward.  The  pioneer  school  of 
Upper  JIauch  Chunk  was  established  about  1842. 
For  a  number  of  years  three  buildings  were  in  use, 
but  in  1864  they  were  sold  and  a  large  frame  building 
erected,'which  afforded  accommodation  for  all  of  the 
school  children  upon  the  hill.  In  1883  a  second 
building  was  put  up  for  a  primary  school-house. 

The  average  enrollment  of  pupils  in  the  schools 
of  Mauch  Chunk  is  now  about  one  thousand,  of 
which  the  Second  Ward  has  a  slight  majority. 

East  Mauch  Chunk  Schools.— The  first  school  in 
what  is  now  the  borough  of  East  Mauch  Chunk  was 
established  about  1850  in  a  frame  school-house,  built 
in  the  woods,  still  standing  on  its  original  location 
(now  the  corner  of  Fourth  and  North  Streets),  and 
occupied  as  a  tailor-shop.  The  first  teacher  was  Miss 
Ellen  Thompson.  She  was  succeeded  by  Mrs.  George 
Barker.  Another  frame  building  was  erected  on  the 
same  lot  in  1856,  which  is  also  still  standing.  In 
1860  a  school-house  was  built  on  the  lower  part  of 
the  present  school  lot,  which  was  used  until  the 
ground  was  required  for  the  erection  of  the  present 
building,  when  it  was  sold  to  C.  Frank  Walter.  It 
is  now  on  the  corner  of  Seventh  and  North  Streets. 
A  school  was  also  established  at  the  weigh-lock 
in  1856,  and  a  house  built  there  in  1860,  which  was 
used  until  the  flood  of  1862,  after  which  the  present 
brick  building  was  erected  on  its  site. 

The  capacity  of  the  old  school-house  being  too  lim- 
ited to  accommodate  all  the  children,  a  new  school 
building  was  erected  during  1869  and  1871.  This 
new  structure  is  situated  on  North  Street,  north  of 
Sixth  Street.  School  grounds  of  sufficient  size  are 
attached  to  it.  The  building,  which  is  fifty  feet  by 
seventy  feet,  is  built  of  stone.  It  contains  six  rooms, 
in  which  there  are  as  many  schools,  and,  in  addition, 
there  is  a  spacious  lecture-room. 

The  aggregate  cost  of  the  edifice  was  about  seven- 
teen thousand  five  hundred  dollars.  Although  the 
public  schools  were  founded  in  this  place  in  1854,  yet 
they  were  not  regularly  graded  until  1871,  when  the 
new  building  was  occupied  for  the  first  time.  Mr.  E. 
W.  Young  was  the  first  principal,  and  served  one 
term,  1871-72.  The  second  term,  1871-72,  Mr.  Cyrus 
Brubaker  was  employed  as  principal.  The  following 
persons  served  for  the  terms  indicated :  Mr.  J.  L. 
Allen,  for  term  1872-73;  Mr.  J.  K.  Andre,  1873-74; 
Mr.  - — -  Kind,  1875-76 ;  Mr.  C.  M.  Arnold,  1876-77, 
1877-78 ;  Mr.  0.  Haverly,  1878-79,  1879-80 ;  Mr.  A. 
S.  Miller,  1880-81,  1881-82;  Mr.  H.  A.  Eisenhardt, 
1882-83,  1883-84. 
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At  present  there  is  an  established  high  school 
course,  including  a  number  of  the  higher  branches. 
All  pupils  passing  a  satisfactory  examination  are 
granted  certificates. 

The  following  are  the  names  of  the  pupils  who  will 
complete  the  course  this  year:  Miss  Emma  M.  Arner, 
Emma  J.  Troxell,  Philopena  Eauchenberger,  and 
Maggie  M.  Rowland. 

St.  Mark's  Church  (Protestant  Episcopal).— St. 
Mark's  parish,  the  mother  of  all  the  Episcopal 
churches  in  the  Valley  of  the  Lehigh,  was  organized 
May  17,  1835,  at  a  meeting  held  for  the  purpose  in  a 
school-house  on  Broadway,  above  Quarry  Street,  near 
the  site  of  the  present  residence  of  Mr.  A.  W.  Butler. 
This  meeting  was  presided  over  by  the  Rev.  J.  H.  Rog- 
ers, rector  of  the  Trinity  Church,  Easton.  The  articles 
of  association  were  signed  by  Samuel  Holland,  Dr.  Bj 
R.  McConnell,  William  H.  Sayre,  Asa  L.  Foster,  John 
Ruddle,  Asa  Packer,  James  Broderick,  Williaui "But- 
ler, and  J.  H.  Chapman.  At  the  same  meeting  the 
following  were  elected  vestrymen  :  William  H.  Sayr'e, 
Asa  Packer,  S.  Holland,  J.  Ruddle,  Dr.  McConnell,' 
and  A.  L.  Foster;  the  first  two  were  elected  wardens. 

Lay  services,  with  an  occasional  service  by  a  visit- 
ing clergyman,  had  been  held  in  the  school-house 
since  the  year  1829,  when  Mr.  William  H.  Sayre,  a 
communicant  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  came  to  this 
place  from  Columbia  County.  He  at  once  began  to 
gather  a  congregation  and  to  serve  as  lay-reader.  He 
continued  his  services  as  lay-reader,  vestryman,  war- 
den, and  Sunday-school  superintendent  until  his  re- 
moval to  Bethlehem,  in  the  year  1862.  Ten  years  after 
his  removal,  on  the  29th  of  May,  1872,  lie  entered  the 
rest  of  paradise. 

The  .first  clerical  service  was  held  on  Sunday,  Nov. 
23,  1834,  by  the  Rev.  James  May,  rector  of  St.  Ste- 
phen's Church,  Wilkesbarre.  After  the  parish  or- 
ganization was  effected,  in  the  year  1835,  and  until  a 
rector  was  plected,  services  were  held  monthly  by  the 
Rev.  James  May,  of  Wilkesbarre;  the  Rev.  J.  H. 
Rogiers,  of  Easton  ;  the  Rev.  George  C.  Drake,  of 
Bloomsburg ;  and  the  Rev.  James  DePui,  of  Potts- 
ville. 

The  first  baptisth  in  the  parish  was  administered  by 
the  Rev.  J.  H.  Rogers,  Nov.  8, 1835,  and  the  next  day 
the  first  Episcopal  visitation  was  held  by  the  Rt.  Rev. 
Henry  U.  Onderdonk,  D.D.,  assistant  bishop  of  Penn- 
sylvania, on  which  occasion  five  persons  received  the 
rite  of  confirmation.  The  first  administration  of  the 
Holy  Communion  was  by  the  Rev.  James  May,  on  the 
20th  day  of  March,, 1836,  when  six  persons  partook 
of  the  blessed  sacrament,  viz.:  William  H.  Sayre, 
James  Broderick,  Leonard  Blakslee,  William  Butler, 
Sr.,  Mrs.  JacksoOj  and  Mrs.  McQuaid. 

On  the.lSth'day  of  May,  1836,- the  parish  was  ad- 
mitted into  union  with  the  DioceSe  of  Pennsylvania. 
.The  Sunday-school  was  organized  Nov.  24,  1839, 
with  three  teachers  and  eighteen  scholars.     Mr.  Wil- 
liam H.  Sayre  was  superintendent,  and  Mr.  F.  H. 


Sayre,  Miss  Mary  E.  Sayre,  and  Miss  Barnes  were  the 
teachers.  From  this  small  beginning  has  grown  the 
vast  Sunday-school  work  of  the  parish,  which,  at  the 
time  of  writing  this  sketch  (1884),  includes  four  Sun- 
day-schools, with  forty  teachers  and  nearly  six  hundred 
scholars. 

The  first  church  edifice  was  begun  in  1840,  com- 
pleted in  1845,  and  consecrated  July  13,  1852.  The 
dimensions  of  the  building  were :  outside  length,  fifty- 
five  feet;  breadth,  thirty-eight  feet;  height  of  walls, 
twenty-three  feet;  tower  in  front,  sixteen  feet  square; 
and  vestry-room  in  the  rear,  eight  by  sixteen  feet. 
This  was  taken  down,  and  the  present  building  com- 
menced in  1867.  Plans  for  the  new  church  were  fur- 
nished by  Mr.  Upjohn,  of  New  York ;  the  corner-stone 
was  laid  by  Bishop  Stevens,  Sept.  21,  1867  ;  and  the 
consecration  was  held  by  the  same  bishop  Nov.  25, 
1869.  The  plans  were  drawn  with  special  reference 
to  the  surrounding  scenery.  The  structure,  which  is 
one  of  the  most  beautiful  and  imposing  in  this  coun- 
try, is  of  a  gray  sandstone,  with  brownstone  trim- 
mings,-and  stands  on  a  rock-terrace  cut  in  the  side  of 
the  inountain.  The  main  entrance  is  reached  by 
forty-three  stone  steps,  in  three  flights,  covered  by  an 
ornamental  Gothic  p'orch.  The  woodwork  is  of  black 
walnut,  the  floors  of  Minton  tiles,  and  the  windows 
are  of  richly-ornameiited  stained-glass,  with  appro- 
priate designs  of  a  memorial  character.  The  ground- 
plani  is  the  Latin  cross.  Length,  ninet3'-six  feet; 
width  across  transepts,  seventy-five  feet;  height  of 
nave-roof,  fifty-seven  feet;  height  of  spire,  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty-five  feet. 

In  a  recess  on  the  south  of  the  chancel  there  is  a 
very  fine  organ,  built  by  Jardine  &  Sons,  of  New 
York.  It  has  twenty-eight  stops,  two  manuals,  with 
reverse  aiction,  and  is  arranged  for  a  chancel  choir. 

The  interior  decorations  in  polychrome  were  de- 
feigned  by  E.  J.  N.  Stent,  of  New  York,  and  are 
exceedingly  rich  and  beautiful.  The  character  of  the 
coloring  in  the  body  of  the  church  was  chosen  prin- 
cipally with  reference  to  the  non-absorption  of  light. 
The  ceiling-panels  have  as  a  ground-work  a  cool 
greenish  gray  tint,  pleasant  and  resting  to  the  eye,  and 
are  ornamented  with  sprigs  of  conventional  foliage, 
painted  in  properly  contrasting  colors,  arranged  sym- 
metrically over  the  surface,  while  the  massive  roof 
timbers  which  separate  these  panels  are  painted  very 
dark  green,  almost  black,  relieved  with  bands  and 
mouldings  of  gold,  which  harmonize  pleasantly  with 
the  broad  borders  of  peacock-blue  which  separate 
these  timbers-  from  the  surface  of  the  ceiling.  The 
walls  of  both  nave  and  transepts  are  treated  in  the 
same  manner, — first  a  broad,  highly-decorated  border 
over  tbr  wainscot,  followed  by  a  band  of  dull  red, 
which  occupies  perhaps  one-third  of  the  wall  surface. 
Above  this/reaching  to  the  cornice,  comes  a  delicate 
sage  tint,  separated  from  the  red  by  a  floriated  border, 
composed  principally  as  to  color  of  various  shades  of 
dull  green  and  russet,  very  effective  and  artistic  in 
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treatment,  and  combining  admirably  with  the  other 
colors.  The  paneled  cornice  is  quite  elaborately 
treated,  the  principal  spaces  being  ornamented  with 
the  marigold,  a  flower  holding  a  valued  place  in 
Chri-stian  art  symbolism.  The  richest  decoration  is 
in  the  chancel,  where  crimson,  blue,  and  gold  are 
wrought  into  an  elaborate  symbolism,  each  teaching 
its  own  special  lesson  of  Christian  doctrine,  and  the 
whole  forming  an  appropriate  setting  for  the  crown- 
ing feature  of  the  edifice,  the  Packer  memorial  altar 
and  reredos.  This  beautiful  work  of  art  was  erected  by 
the  family  of  the  late  Hon.  Asa  Packer,  who  was  one 
of  the  founders,  for  forty-four  years  a  vestryman,  and 
for  twenty-four  years  one  of  the  wardens  of  St.  Mark's. 

The  memorial  is  built  against  the  east  end  of  the 
chancel,  extending  nearly  across  its  whole  width  and 
rising  to  a  height  of  twenty-three  feet  from  the  floor. 

The  altar  is  of  highly  polished  statuary  marble, 
resting  on  steps  of  veined  marble.  The  top  is  of  one 
slab,  with  inlaid  Maltese  crosses  of  dark  Sienna  mar- 
ble in  the  centre  and  corner,  and  surrounded  with  a 
rich  heavy  moulding.  It  is  supported  by  four  col- 
umns in  front,  the  shafts  of  which  are  of  dark  Sienna 
marble,  with  bases  and  caps  of  statuary  marble  carved 
in  natural  foliage.  On  the  front  of  the  altar,  between 
the  columns,  are  three  circular  panels  elaborately 
carved.  The  centre  panels  contain  a  crown  of  thorns 
thrown  over  a  Greek  cross,  which  is  terminated  with 
the  symbols  of  the  four  Evangelists.  The  right-hand 
panel  contains  the  Chi  Bho,  and  the  left  the  Alpha 
and  Omega,  each  in  monogram  and  enriched  with 
delicately  carved  grapes,  wheat,  and  leaf-work. 

On  the  face  of  the  super-altar,  in  three  sunken 
panels,  is  cut  the  Sonctus. 

The  reredos  is  built  of  Caen  stone,  elaborately 
worked,  in  the  middle  pointed  style  of  architecture. 
In  genaral  arrangement  it  is  composed  vertically  of 
three  bays,  divided  by  heavy  buttresses.  The  bays 
are  again  divided  horizontally  at  the  level  of  the 
super-altar  by  a  line  of  inscription,  below  which,  on 
the  side  bays,  are  three  enriched  panels  containing 
deeply  carved  bunches  of  wheat,  grapes,  passion- 
flowers and  lilies,  and  a  part  of  the  inscription  in 
raised  ribbon-work. 

Above  the  line  of  inscription  and  forming  the  prin- 
cipal features  of  the  structure  are  three  groups  of 
figures  representing  scenes  from  Holy  Scripture.  The 
figures  are  carved  in  high  relief,  about  three-fourths 
life-size.  The  centre  and  most  prominent  group, 
rising  above  the  altar,  contains  eleven  figures  in  vari- 
ous attitudes,  representing  the  scene  on  Mount  Olivet 
at  the  ascension  of  our  Lord — Acts  i.  9. 

On  each  side  of  this  main  group  are  poat-resurrec- 
tion  scenes ;  on  the  right,  the  garden  scene  on  the 
morning  of  the  resurrection,  representing  the  appear- 
ance of  our  Lord  to  Mary— John  xx.  15-17 ;  and  on 
the  left,  the  appearance  to  the  disciples  on  the  evening 
of  the  resurrection — John  xx.  19-23;  in  this  group 
there  are  seven  figures. 
44 


In  the  main  gable,  above  the  ascension  scene,  in 
a  diapered  niche,  is  a  sitting  figure  of  our  Lord  in 
majesty.  His  left  hand  holds  a  globe  surmounted 
with  a  cross,  and  his  right  hand  is  outstretched  in 
blessing.  The  base  of  the  niche  is  supported  by  an 
angel  corbel.  Below  the  majesty,  on  two  spandrels, 
arc  angels  in  adoration  swinging  censers ;  and  above 
the  figure,  in  the  top  spandrel  of  the  gable,  is  a  group 
of  seraphim  illustrative  of  the  verse  in  the  Te  Deum, 
"To  Thee  Cherubim  and  Seraphim  continually  do 
cry." 

On  the  faces  of  the  four  buttresses  are  columns  built 
up  from  the  floor  to  the  level  of  the  super-altar,  ter- 
minating with  foliated  capitals.  On  these,  and  under 
elaborately  wrought  and  gabled  canopies  crocketed 
with  animal  heads,  stand  figures  of  the  four  evan- 
gelists, each  holding  a  book  in  the  attitude  of  decla- 
mation. These  figures  are  three  feet  and  seven  inches 
high. 

Between  these  buttresses,  over  the  upper  line  of  the 
inscription  on  each  side  of  the  main  group,  is  a  beau- 
tiful cornice  richly  carved  in  wheat,  vine,  and  fruit- 
work,  and  capped  with  battlements. 

The  buttresses  are  gabled  at- the  top  and  terminate 
with  crocketed  pinnacles.  These  support  four  angels 
playing  upon  musical  instruments,  representative  of 
the  heavenly  host.  These  angels  are  nearly  four  feet 
high. 

The  central  gable  is  finished  with  a  cornice  of  richly 
carved  leaf-work,  presenting  one  of  the  most  pleasing 
features  of  the  structure.  The  whole  is  surmounted 
with  a  plain  cross  resting  upon  a  foliated  base. 

The  inscription,  carved  upon  an  embossed  ribbon- 
scroll,  and  in  mediaeval  raised  letters,  is  arranged  in 
six  sections  in  the  two  side  bays,  and  reads  as  follows : 

"  To  the  Glory  of  God,  and  id  Memory  of  Aaa  Packer,  Born  Decern, 
xxix,  Mdcccv,  Died  May  xvii,  Mdccclxxix. 

This  Reredos  was  erected  by  his  Wife,  Sarah  M.  Packer,  and  by  his 
surviving  Children,  Mary  H.,  Robert  A.,  and  Harry  E.  Packer." 

In  the  year  1858,  Rudolphus  Kent,  Esq.,  of  Philadel- 
phia, presented  to  the  parish  a  bell  weighing  eleven 
hundred  and  sixteen  pounds,  made  by  J.  Bernhard, 
Philadelphia.  This  bell  was  cracked  on  the  Fourth 
of  July,  1876,  and  sold  to  the  Troy  Bell  Foundry 
in  exchange  for  the  chime  now  in  use.  A  portion 
of  the  bell  was  made  into  small  hand-bells,  and  sold 
as  relics.  In  the  tower  of  the  church  there  is  now 
a  chime  of  nine  bells,  weighing  nine  thousand  six 
hundred  and  forty-two  pounds,  keyed  on  E  flat.  The 
weight  of  each  bell,  and  the  inscriptions  thereon,  are 
as  follows : 

1st,  2489  lbs.,  "Presented  by  Asa  Packer." 

2d,  1613  lbs.,  "  Presented  by  Charles  0.  Skeer." 

3d,  1451  lbs,,  "  Presented  by  G.  B.  Linderman." 

4th,  1063  lbs.,  "  In  the  Name  of  the  Father,  and  of 

the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  Amen.     In  memory 

of  William  Heysham  Sayre,  one  of  the  founders,  and 

for  twenty  years  a  warden  of  St.  Mark's  Parish ;  also  of 

his  wife  Elizabeth  Kent  Sayre ;  and  of  their  children 
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and  children's  children,  who  sleep  in  Christ.   A  tribute 
of  affection  from  Robert  H.  Sayre,  a.d.  1876." 

5th,  827  lbs.,  "Presented  by  James  I.  Blakslee." 

6th,  626  lbs.,  "  Holy  Innocent's  bell.  Presented 
by  the  Sunday-school  in  memory  of  the  children  of 
the  Parish  whom  Jesus  has  called  to  his  arms :  '  They 
are  without  fault  before  the  throne  of  God.'  " 

7th,  610  lbs.,  "In  memoriam.  R.  W.  Packer,  one 
of  the  original  vestrymen  of  St.  Mark's  Church." 

8th,  549  lbs.,  "  Presented  by  the  congregation  to 
replace  the  first  bell  used  in  this  Parish,  given  by 
Rudolphus  Kent." 

9th,  414  lbs.,  "  Presented  by  A.  W.  Butler,  and 
family,  A.D.  1876." 

The  parish  building,  adjoining  the  church,  and  one 
of  the  most  complete  buildings  of  the  kind  in  this 
country,  was  built  as  a  memorial  to  the  late  Hon.  Asa 
Packer,  by  his  widow,  Mrs.  Sarah  M.  Packer,  and 
named  the  "  Sarah  M.  Packer  Memorial  Parish  Build- 
ing of  St.  Mark's  Church.''  In  material  and  general 
style  of  architecture  it  corresponds  with  the  church, 
except  the  interior  finish,  which  is  of  white  and  yellow 
pine,  and  in  what  is  known  as  the  "  Queen  Anne"  style 
of  architecture.  It  is  about  one  hundred  feet  in  length, 
forty  feet  in  breadth,  and  three  stories  in  height.  On 
the  first  floor  there  is  a  chantry  for  week-day  and 
holy-day  services,  fitted  up  completely  as  a  miniature 
church,  with  altar,  reredos,  chancel  furniture,  organ, 
and  chairs  upholstered  in  crimson  plush  velvet,  with 
hat-rack,  book-rack,  and  kneeling-benches  attached. 
The  walls  are  richly  decorated  in  polychrome.  The 
ceilings  are  finished  in  carved  oak,  and  the  floor  set 
with  Minton  tiles.  On  the  second  floor  there  is  a 
room  for  storage,  and  a  choir  and  toilet-room.  On 
the  third  floor,  on  a  level  with  the  entrance  to  the 
church,  there  is  a  Sunday-school  room,  divided  by 
glass  partitions  into  four  rooms,  which  can  be  thrown 
into  one,  furnished  with  maps,  blackboards,  organ, 
and  with  the  most  approved  style  of  seats  made  of  ash 
and  cherry.  A  gallery  runs  across  the  east  end  of  the 
room,  and  a  convenient  room  for  the  library  opens  out 
of  the  main  vestibule.  The  entire  building  was  fur- 
nished by  Miss  Mary  H.  Packer,  who  also  provides  a 
permanent  library  for  the  Sunday-school. 

The  west  end  of  the  building  is  arranged  for  a  sex- 
ton's residence,  containing  nine  rooms,  and  connect- 
ing on  two  floors  with  the  parish  building  and  church. 

The  building  and  furniture  were  formally'presented 
to  the  parish,  at  a  service  specially  adapted  to  the 
occasion,  after  evening  prayers,  on  Saturday,  June  3, 
1882.  The  presentation  was  made  by  R.  A.  Packer, 
Esq.,  and  after  the  acceptance  and  an  address  by 
the  rector,  the  Rev.  Marcus  A.  Tolman,  addresses 
were  made  by  Mr.  A.  W.  Butler  and  Mr.  T.  L.  Foster. 

In  May,  1883,  the  great  want  of  a  town  clock  was 
met  by  the  novel  service  of  connecting  the  chime 
with  the  Lehigh  Valley  Railroad  oflSce  clock,  from 
which  the  hours  could  be  struck  by  electricity.  The 
machine  and  attachments  for  the  purpose  were   in- 


vented by  Mr.  James  Hamblet,  of  New  York,  and  the 
works  were  constructed  after  his  designs  by  the  Seth 
Thomas  Clock  Company,  of  Connecticut.  This  was 
the  first  apparatus  ever  devised  for  striking  the  hours 
from  a  distant  clock. 

In  the  autumn  of  1883  the  wooden  pulpit  and  lec- 
tern which  were  placed  in  the  church  when  it  was 
built  were  removed  for  the  purpose  of  making  room 
for  two  beautiful  works  of  ecclesiastical  art,  presented 
by  Mr.  Harry  E.  and  Miss  Mary  H.  Packer,  as  memo- 
rials to  their  mother  and  brother. 

The  pulpit  is  octagonal  in  shape,  and  made  of  pol- 
ished brass  and  gray  Champlain  marble.  From  a 
large  stone  base  rises  a  central  shaft  of  marble  with  a 
richly-carved  capital,  and  six  brass  columns  with  foli- 
ated capitals,  which  combine  to  support  the  marble 
floor  of  the  pulpit.  The  pulpit  proper  is  formed  by 
polished  brass  shafts  connected  by  richly-wrought 
panels  of  tracery,  and  surmounted  by  an  oak  top- 
moulding.  In  the  central  panel  there  is  wrought 
in  repousse  the  winged  lion  as  the  symbol  of  St. 
Mark.  Above  this  rises  the  manuscript  desk  resting 
on  a  universal  joint,  and  a  hooded  light,  arranged 
to  protect  the  eyes  of  speaker  and  congregation.  The 
pulpit  stands  on  the  floor  of  the  nave,  and  is  entered 
from  the  choir  by  a  brass  staircase.  The  memorial 
inscription  reads  as  follows  : 

"To  the  glory  of  God,  and  in  memory  of  Robert  A&a  Packer;  born 
Not.  19,  1812  ;  died  Feb.  20,  1883  ;  presented  by  his  sister,  Mary  H.,  and 
by  bis  brother,  Harry  E.  Paclter." 

The  lectern  is  a  massive  piece  of  work,  eagle  pat- 
tern, of  richly-chased,  polished  brass.  The  base  is 
in  the  form  of  a  Greek  cross,  and  rests  on  four  lions, 
symbolizing  strength,  fortitude,  and  the  resurrection. 
From  this  base  spring  buttressed  brackets,  which 
strengthen  the  cluster  columns  surrounding  the  shaft. 
These  columns  support  the  central  post,  on  which  are 
handsomely  chased  the  four  evangelical  symbols. 
Above  these  are  four  angels,  in  standing  position, 
holding  scrolls  with  the  names  of  the  evangelists, 
and  acting  as  supporters  to  the  central  shaft.  The 
shaft  terminates  in  a  richly-carved  capital,  upon 
which,  just  below  the  crown,  is  engraved  the  inscrip- 
tion. The  lectern  is  surmounted  by  a  finely-chased 
eagle, — the  bird  of  inspiration, — which,  with  out- 
stretched wings,  supports  the  Holy  Bible.  The 
whole  rests  upon  n  polished  marble  base,  which  raises 
it  from  the  floor  suflSciently  to  give  dignity  to  the 
work,  and  causes  it  to  appear  to  good  advantage.  The 
inscription  reads  as  follows  : 

"To  the  glory  of  God,  and  in  memory  of  Saiah  M,  Packer,  a.d.  1883, 
born  March  12,  1,S07  ;  died  Nov.  17,  1882;  the  gift  of  her  children,— 
Mary  H.  and  Harry  K.  Packer." 

These  memorials  were  set  apart  for  their  sacred  use 
by  a  special  form  of  service  on  All-Saints'  day,  1883, 
by  the  Right  Rev.  H.  B.  Whipple,  D.D.,  Bishop  of 
Minnesota,  assisted  by  the  rector  of  the  parish. 

Up  to  the  present  time  the  parish  has  been  served 
by  six  rectors  only.     The  Rev.  Richard  F.  Burnham 
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was  rector  from  January,  1839,  to  February,  1840 ; 
the  Rev.  Peter  Russell,  from  June  2,  1844,  to  1855  ; 
the  Rev.  Hurley  Baldy,  from  Oct.  1,  1857,  to  Oct.  1, 
1860  ;  the  Rev.  Edward  M.  Pecke,  from  Oct.  1,  1860, 
to  July,  1866 ;  the  Rev.  Leighton  Coleman,  S.T.D., 
from  Dec.  2,  1866,  to  April,  1874 ;  and  the  Rev.  Mar- 
cus Alden  Tolman,  the  present  incumbent,  from  Aug. 
1,  1874. 

Parochial  Missions. — During  the  rectorship  of  the 
Rev.  Peter  Russell  mission  services  began  to  be  held 
in  the  borough  of  East  Mauch  Chunk. 

On  Friday,  Aug.  16,  1867,  the  Right  Rev.  William 
Bacon  Stevens,  D.D.,  Bishop  of  Pennsylvania,  laid 
the  corner-stone  of  a  chapel  which  was  completed  in 
the  year  1876,  and  on  the  28d  day  of  September  was 
consecrated  under  the  name  of  St.  John's  Chapel  by 
the  Right  Rev.  M.  A.  DeWolfe  Howe,  D.D.,  Bishop 
of  Central  Pennsylvania.  For  several  years  a  flour- 
ishing Sunday-school  has  been  held  in  connection 
with  this  chapel. 

At  Hackelbirnie  village  occasional  services  have 
been  held  by  the  parish  clergy  for  several  years,  and 
a  Sundaj'-school  was  organized  in  the  year  1875. 

At  Nesquehoning  services  were  held  on  Sunday 
afternoons  for  several  years,  but  owing  to  the  change 
in  the  population  this  mission  was  abandoned. 

At  Upper  Mauch  Chunk  a  mission  has  been  re- 
cently organized  with  very  encouraging  success. 

This  parish  has  always  taken  an  active  part  in  dio- 
cesan aifairs,  and  shown  a  lively  interest  in  the  gen- 
eral work  of  the  church. 

It  has  been  blessed  with  a  band  of  earnest  lay 
helpers,  male  and  female,  from  the  beginning,  and  to 
them — ever  ready  to  give  time,  labor,  and  money  for 
every  department  of  the  work — are  largely  due  the 
great  and  growing  prosperity  and  influence  of  St. 
Mark's  Church. 

Methodist  Episcopal  Church.— The  first  Meth- 
odist sermon  in  this  place  was  preached  in  1827  by 
the  Rev.  William  Coder,  a  local  preacher,  at  his  own 
house,  near  where  the  weigh-lock  now  is.  The  first 
class  was  organized  there,  and  Mr.  Coder  was  ap- 
pointed leader.  The  class  consisted  of  twelve  per- 
sons, among  whom  were  Henry  Coder  and  wife,  Wil- 
liam Coder  and  wife,  and  Isaac  Allison  and  wife. 
Soon  after  the  organization  of  the  class,  a  school- 
house  which  stood  in  the  ravine  above  the  town  was 
selected  as  the  place  for  holding  meetings.  Subse- 
quently a  room  was  rented  and  fitted  up  in  the 
second  story  of  a  frame  building  on  the  main  street, 
on  the  site  of  Alexander  Butler's  residence.  In  the 
fall  of  the  year  1828  Mauch  Chunk  was  visited  by 
Rev.  Joseph  Chattel!,  of  the  Philadelphia  Conference, 
who  organized  the  church  and  received  it  as  one  of 
the  appointments  of  Lehigh  Circuit,  a  six-weeks'  cir- 
cuit embracing  all  the  territory  lying  between  the 
Delaware  River  and  Broad  Mountain,  stretching  from 
Stroudsburg  on  the  east  to  Pottsville  on  the  west. 
The  three  preachers  appointed  to  this  circuit  in  1829 


were  Revs.  Jacob  Hevener,  T.  Gould,  and  Joseph 
Chattell.  In  the  year  1830  Lehigh  Circuit  was  di- 
vided, some  of  the  appointments  in  its  northwestern 
part  being  transferred  to  the  Baltimore  Conference, 
and  thus  leaving  a  four-weeks'  circuit,  to  which  Revs. 
Thomas  Millard  and  James  V.  Potts  were  appointed. 
During  this  year  William  and  Henry  Coder  removed 
to  Port  Carbon.  The  Conference  of  1831  formed 
Mauch  Chunk  and  Port  Carbon  into  a  separate  cir- 
cuit called  Port  Carbon  Mission,  with  Rev.  Joseph 
Chattell  as  pastor.  He  held  the  first  protracted  meet- 
ing and  the  first  love-feast  known  in  Mauch  Chunk. 
A  revival  this  year  increased  the  membership  of  the 
church  to  forty.  At  the  Philadelphia  Conference  of 
1832  the  mission  was  given  the  name  of  Mauch 
Chunk,  and  Rev.  Abraham  K.  Street  was  appointed 
pastor.  During  his  administration  a  house  of  wor- 
ship was  erected  and  dedicated  by  Rev.  George 
Banghart,  presiding  elder  of  the  North  Philadelphia 
District.  The  church  was  a  frame  building,  and  lo- 
cated on  the  main  street,  near  the  lower  end  of  town, 
where  the  Albright  residence  now  is.  The  trustees 
were  Jonathan  Fincher,  Joseph  Butler,  William  But- 
ler, Jesse  K.  Pryor,  and  Thomas  Patterson.  The 
builder  was  Jesse  K.  Pryor.  In  1834,  Rev.  Bromwell 
Andrew  was  appointed  pastor  of  the  mission.  In 
1835  the  mis.sion  was  left  to  be  supplied,  and  Joseph 
Butler  and  Jonathan  Fincher,  with  the  help  of  the 
leaders,  kept  up  the  meetings  with  regularity. 

Rev.  John  L.  Taft  was  appointed  pastor  in  1836. 
The  following  year  the  Conference  annexed  Mauch 
Chunk  to  Stroudsburg  Circuit,  with  Rev.  Jonathan 
Davidson  as  pastor,  and  Rev.  James  Neill  as  assistant 
pastor.  One  year  later  Mauch  Chunk  was  made  a 
station,  and  Rev.  Christopher  J.  Crouch  was  appointed 
pastor.  He  labored  two  years,  and  was  followed,  in 
1840,  by  Rev.  William  H.  Elliott.  At  the  close  of  his 
services,  he  reported  seventy-three  members.  Revs. 
William  H.  McCombs  and  James  Y.  Ashton  were  ap- 
pointed to  the  charge  in '1841,  with  Tamaqua  and  Port 
Clinton  as  additional  preaching-places.  Rev.  John 
A.  Boyle  was  appointed  pastor  in  1842,  and  at  the 
close  of  his  labors  reported  two  hundred  members, 
there  having  been  a  large  accession  by  reason  of  a 
revival.  In  1843  Tamaqua  became  a  separate  charge, 
and  Rev.  Henry  E.  Gilroy  was  appointed  pastor  at 
Mauch  Chunk,  with  Rev.  Henry  R.  Calloway  as  as- 
sistant. During  this  year  the  congregation  purchased 
a  lot  adjoining  the  school-house  on  Broadway  for  six 
hundred  dollar's  from  John  Ruddle,  and  a  new  church 
edifice  of  brick,  forty-four  by  sixty  feet,  was  erected 
upon  it,  but  not  completed.  In  1844,  while  Rev.  Dallas 
D.  Love  was  officiating  as  pastor,  the  audience-room 
was  completed  and  the  church  dedicated.  Rev.  J.  Neill 
preaching  the  sermon,  and  Rev.  Thomas  Bowman  and 
Rev.  L.  M.  Conser,  of  the  Baltimore  Conference,  as- 
sisting in  the  services.  The  trustees  were  Jonathan 
Fincher,  Jesse  K.  Pryor,  Thomas  Patterson,  Jr.,  Jo- 
seph Butler,  William  Butler,  Conrad  Miller,  Samuel 
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L.  Eichards,  and  Ira  Cortright,  and  the  contractors 
were  Mr.  Pryor  and  R.  Blay.  Tbe  building  com- 
mittee consisted  of  Mr.  Pryor,  E.  W.  Harlan,  Conrad 
Miller,  A.  Lockhart,  George  Fegley,  Thomas  Pat- 
terson. 

From  thi.s  time  on,  for  twenty  years,  the  pastors, 
with  their  dates  of  service,  were  as  follows:  1S4.5,  Rev. 
William  Bishop;  1846,  Rev.  John  W.  McCaskey ; 
1847-48,  Rev.  Newton  Heston;  1849,  Rev.  Henry 
Sutton  ;  1850,  Rev.  Thomas  C.  Murphy ;  1852,  Rev. 
William  L.  Boswell ;  1853-54,  Rev.  John  B.  McCul- 
lough,  with  Rev.  Samuel  W.  Kurtz  as  colleague; 
1855,  Revs.  Daniel  L.  Patterson  and  Levi  B.  Hughes ; 
1856-57,  Rev.  Elijah  Miller ;  1858-59,  Rev.  William 
Magon;  1860,  Rev.  Benjamin  F.  Price;  1861-62,  Rev. 
George  W.  McLaughlin ;  1863-64,  Rev.  James  Cun- 
ningham. The  basement  of  the  church  had  been 
finished  in  1847,  under  the  administration  of  Rev. 
Newton  Heston,  and  the  old  debt  discharged  in  1853, 
while  Mr.  McCullough  was  pastor ;  and  during  the 
pastorate  of  Mr.  Cunningham,  the  last  gentleman 
mentioned  in  our  list,  a  three-story  brick  building  on 
the  north  side  of  Broadway  was  purchased  for  a  par- 
sonage, at  a  cost  of  eighteen  hundred  dollars.  This 
was  improved  during  the  term  of  Rev.  George  Hea- 
cock,  who  came  in  1865,  at  a  cost  of  nearly  one  thou- 
sand dollars.  Mr.  Heacock  served  for  three  years, 
and  was  followed  in  1868  by  Rev.  James  E.  Meredith, 
who  had  as  an  assistant  Rev.  Charles  W.  Bickley,  a 
new  church  having  been  organized  in  East  Maucli 
Chunk  through  the  influence  of  Gen.  Charles  Al- 
bright. Rev.  William  Mullen  was  pastor  in  1869, 
and  Rev.  John  F.  Crouch  in  1870-71.  During  the 
first  year  of  his  services  the  public  school-house  in 
Upper  Mauch  Chunk  was  purchased  for  Sunday- 
school  and  church  purposes,  at  a  cost  of  four  hundred 
and  .fifty  dollars;  and  in  1871  an  addition  was  built  to 
the  parsonage,  at  a  cost  of  twelve  hundred  dollars. 
In  1872,  Rev.  Noble  Frame  was  appointed  pastor. 
Through  his  exertions  and  the  hearty  co-operation  of 
the  members  and  friends  of  the  church,  the  present 
church  edifice  was  built.  The  corner-stone  was  laid 
on  Sunday,  Aug.  24,  1873,  with  appropriate  cere- 
monies, by  the  Rev.  George  Crooks,  D.D.,  of  New 
York,  assisted  by  the  Revs.  Goldsmith  D.  Carrow, 
John  R.  Boyle,  and  the  pastor.  The  lecture-room 
was  dedicated  in  March,  1874,  Rev.  J.  Neill  preach- 
ing the  morning  sermon,  and  Rev.  J.  H.  Vincent  the 
sermon  at  night.  At  the  Conference  of  1874,  Rev. 
Alexander  M.  Higgins  was  appointed  pastor,  and 
during  his  two  years'  service  the  debt  was  discharged, 
and  the  sum  of  three  thousand  dollars  collected  to 
continue  the  work  of  furnishing  the  building.  In 
March,  1876,  Rev.  B.  F.  Vincent  became  pastor,  and 
continued  until  March,  1879.  During  his  pastorate 
the  church  was  completed,  and  dedicated  by  Bishop 
Simpson.  In  March,  1879,  Rev.  T.  M.  Grifiith  be- 
came pastor,  and  served  the  church  until  March,  1881, 
when  Rev.  E.  H.  Hoffman  was  appointed.     After  six 


months'  service  his  health  failed,  and  he  was  suc- 
ceeded by  Rev.  L.  B.  Hoffman,  the  present  incum- 
bent. 

The  church  now  has  a  membership  of  two  hundred 
and  twenty-five,  and  supports  three  Sunday-schools, 
—the  first  organized  in  1831  or  the  following  year,— 
which  have  an  aggregate  attendance  of  five  hundred 
scholars. 

Methodist  Episcopal  Church  (East  Mauch 
Chunk).— In  1868  the  Mauch  Chunk  Methodist 
Church  deemed  it  prudent  to  build  a  mission  church 
in  East  Mauch  Chunk,  and  after  gaining  the  consent 
of  Bishop  Janes,  D.D.,  this  was  accordingly  done. 
The  presiding  elder.  Rev.  D.  Castle,  entered  heartily 
in  the  work,  and  appointed  Charles  Bickley  pastor. 
Gen.  Charles  Albright  and  R.  Q.  Butler  purchased 
the  lot  now  in  possession  and  built  the  chapel  iu 
which  the  congregation  still  worship  ;  the  friends  of 
the  church  aiding  to  the  extent  of  their  ability.  The 
church  records  give  honorable  mention  of  Messrs. 
Pitcairn,  Beers,  Boyle,  Lacier,  Stroh,  Butler,  Schlemm- 
bach,  Cortright,  Bartolette,  Tombler,  and  others.  The 
lot  is  fifty  by  two  hundred  feet,  and  cost  eight  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars  ;  the  building,  twenty-four  by  thirty- 
six  feet,  cost  sixteen  hundred  dollars. 

The  first  sermon  was  preached  by  the  pastor  on  the 
first  Sunday  evening  in  November,  from  Exodus  xxix. 
43.  During  the  winter  fifty  professed  a  change  of 
heart,  fortyof  whom  joined  the  church  on  probation. 
On  the  second  Sunday  in  November  eighteen  persons 
joined  by  transfer.  Three  classes  were  immediately 
formed,— H.  Pitcairn,  J.  Deterline,  and  A.  R.  Beers 
were  appointed  leaders. 

The  Sunday-school  was  most  encouraging,  the 
scholars  filling  the  house  to  its  utmost  capacity. 

A  large  and  beautiful  library  was  immediately  pur- 
chased for  the  school.  It  being  impossible  to  secure 
the  services  of  Bishop  Janes  earlier,  the  church  was 
not  formally  dedicated  until  December  16th.  The 
sermons  of  the  day  preached  by  the  bishop  were 
from  John  i.  14,  morning;  evening,  Rom.  xii.  1. 
The  dedicatory  services  were  held  in  the  evening 
according  to  the  ritual  of  the  church. 

The  pastor,  in  closing  the  year,  remarks,  "It  has 
been  one  of  gracious  visitation.  God  has  blessed  his 
people  specially,  and  in  leaving  this  field  of  labor  for 
another  place  in  the  Master's  vineyard,  let  me  leave 
it  with  my  best  wishes  and  earnest  prayers  for  the 
tender  vine  planted.  May  it  grow,  bloom,  flourish, 
and  bear  fruit  to  the  glory  of  our  precious  Saviour's 
grace.'' 

In  the  spring  of  1869,  Rev.  John  R.  Baily  was  sent 
as  pastor  by  the  presiding  bishop,  and  served  the 
church  faithfully  one  year.  In  1870,  Rev.  S.  H.  Hoover 
took  charge,  and  served  the  church  two  years.  In 
1872,  Rev.  E.  H.  Hoflfman  was  sent,  and  in  1873,  Rev. 
A.  L.  Urban  was  the  chosen  pastor,  who,  after  two 
years  of  service,  gave  place  to  Rev.  D.  M.  Young, 
who  served  the  church  three  years.     During  his  pas- 
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torate  ail  addition  „was  built  to  the  Church,  at  a  cost 
of  seven  hundred,  dollars,  to  be  used  as  an  infant- 
room.  In  the  spring  of  1878,  Rev.  James  Sampson 
was  sent,  and  served  the  church  one  year,  giving 
place  the  coming  spring  to  William  K.  McNeal,  who 
served  the  church  three  years.  In  the  spring  of  1882, 
Rev.  G.  Reed  was  sent,  who  served  the  church  six 
months,  at  the  expiration  of  which  time  he  was  sent 
to  a  larger  field  of  labor,  and  the  vacancy  thus  made 
was  filled  by  Rev.  Robert  A.  Sadlier,  who  finished  up 
the  balance  of  the  year.  In  1883,  Rev.  R.  D.  Naylor, 
the  present  incumbent,  was  sent.  The  church  at  pres- 
ent is  in  a  flourishing  condition,  having  fifty-four 
members  and  a  Sunday-school  numbering  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty-two.  Preparations  are  being  made  to 
build  a  new  church  to  take  the  place  of  the  chapel, 
which  has  become  too  small  and  unfit  for  service. 

Presbyterian  Ckurch.— In  October,  1833,  D.  R. 
McConnell,  John  Ruddle,  Asa  L.  Foster,  J.  Broder- 
ick,  N.  Patterson,  E.  W.  Kimball,  and  Daniel  Bertsch 
were  appointed  a  committee  to  solicit  subscriptions 
for  building  a  Presbyterian  meeting-house.  The 
measure  was  not  carried  out  until  several  years,  and 
in  the  mean  time,  in  1835,  Rev.  Richard  Webster, 
who  was  located  at  Easton,  and  engaged  in  mission- 
ary work  far  and  near,  began  preaching  here  once  a 
month.  On  the  1st  of  November,  1835,  the  church 
society  was  organized.  The-  committee  appointed  by 
the  .Presbytery  of  Newton  to  eifect.  that  Tesult'  con- 
sisted of  Rev.  ,Pr.  Gray,  I)r.  Caudee,  I)r.  David  X. 
Junkiri,  with  Thomas  McKeen,  a  ruling  elder  of  the 
church  at. Easton,  but  Dr.  Junkin  was  the  only  one  of 
the  original  committee  present,  the  place  of  Thomas 
McKeeh  being  taken .  by  Enoch  Green,  a  ruling  elder 
of  the  same  church.  On  the  Sunday  of  the  organi- 
zation twenty-four  persons  were  received  into  mem- 
bership and  baptized.  The  first  ruling  elders  of  the 
church  were  John:  Simpson,  James  Bigger,  and 
George  W.  Smith.  The  first  meetings  of  the  church 
and  congregation  were  held  in  the  Methodist  meet- 
ing-house. Soon  after  the  formation  of  the  church 
steps  were  taken  to  secure  the  erection  of  a  perma- 
nent i)lace  of  worship,  and  in  the  summer  of  1836  a 
contract  for  building  was  entered  into  with  Jesse  K. 
Pryor.  The  church  then  erected,  the  stone  structure 
standing  .  at  this  writing  by  the  school-house,  but 
shortly  to  be  demolished,  was  dedicated  in  February, 
1837.  By  the  year  1850  the  church  had  increased  to 
such  an  extent  that  a  new  edifice  was  needed.  In 
September,  1855,.  five  years  after  the  first  agitation  of 
the  subject,  the  corner-stone  of  the  present  church 
was  laid.  Addresses  ycere  made  by  the  pastor.  Rev. 
Mr.  Webster,  Rev.  Mr.  Glen,  of  Tamaqua,  and  Rev. 
Thomas  P.  Hunt,  of  Wyoming.  On  July  20,  1856, 
or  less  than  one  year  after  the  laying  of  the  corner- 
stone, the  basement  of  the  building  was  finished  and 
occupied  for  public  worship.  On  the  first  Sunday, 
Rev.  Thomas  E.  Vermilye,  of  the  Collegiate  Reformed 
Dutch   Church  of  New  York  City,  preached  both 


morning  and  evening.  The  congregation  held  its 
meetings  ia  tbe  basement  for.h'early  three  years,  or 
until  June  26,  1859,  when  the  new  church  was  for- 
mally dedicated,  the  prayer  being  made  by  Rev, 
Thomas  P.  Hunt,  of  Wyoming,,  and  the  sermoti 
preached  by  Dr.  D.  X.  Junkin.  In  the  evening  the 
sermon  was  preached  by  the  Rev.  Charles  W.  Shields; 
of  Philadelphia.  .  ' 

The  first  pastorate,  that  of  Rev.  Richard  Webstet, 
was  begun  in  July,  1837,  and  terminated  in  Juncj 

1856,  after  most  valuable  services,  extending  through 
a  period  of  nineteen  years.  The  installation  sermon 
was  preached  by  Rev.  Mr.  Irwin,  of  Allen  township. 
The  second  pastorate,  that  of  Rev.  J.  Aspinwall 
Hodge,  began  in  April,  1857,  and  closed  in  April, 

1865.  For  almost .  a  year  after  the  close  of  Mr. 
Hodge's  labors  the  pulpit  was  supplied  by  the  Rev, 
Charles  J.  Collins^  of.Wilkesbarre.  On  Nov.  1,  1866; 
Rev.  Jacob  Bel'eviJle  was  installed  as  pastor,  and  re- 
mained in  that  relation  until  April,  1873.  He  was 
succeeded  by  Rev.  Edsale  Ferrier,  who  still  sustains 
the  relation  of  pastor,  though  prevented  by  ill  health 
from  performing  the  active  duties  of  his  office.        ^  - 

Evangelical  Church. — This  church,  located  In 
Upper  Mauch  Chunk,  had  its  origin  in  a  class  orga,n- 
ized  in  1855;  which  held  its  meetings  in  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Chapel.  The  original  members  were  Charles 
Faga,  Fred.  Klase,  William  Mumson,  William  Zoll; 
Charles  Kreiger,  J.  Neast,  and  Matilda  Kreinerthi 
The  present  church  edifice  was  built  in  1869,  while 
Rev.  Moses  Dissinger  was  pastor,  at  a-  cost  of  four 
thousand  dollars.  The  succession  of  clergymen  has 
been  as  follows :  1857,  Rev.  C.  Myers ;  1858,:  Jl 
Koehl;  1859,  A.  Shultz;  1860-61,  J.  Specht;' 1862, 
S.  G.  Rhoads;  1863-64,  C.  B,  Fliehr;  1865;'  J.  Zern ; 

1866,  J.  C.  Bluhm  ;  1867,  G.  Knerr'  and,  J!  .Bteltzer; 
1868,  B.  J.  Smoyer  and  A,  Kindt ;  1869,  M.  Dissin- 
ger; 1870-71,  A.  Ziegenfus;'^  1872-75,  B.  F.  Bqhne 
and  D.  A.  Medlar ;  1875,  John  Koehl ;  1876-77,  LW. 
Yeakel,;  1878,  J.  Seifrit;  1879,  H.  D.  sl'ultz;  1880-^ 
82,,D.  S.  Staufier ; .  1883,  H.  R.  Yost  (present  pastor>i 
The  church-is  now  in  a  prosperous  condition,  and  has 
a  membership  of  one  hundred  and  four.  The  Sunday- 
school  is  attended  by  two  hundred  and  fifty  children^ 
This  charge  was  formerly  annexed  to  Carbon  Circuit, 
and  is  now  called  Mauch  Chunk  Mission  of  the  East 
Penn  Conference  of  the  Evangelical  Association.  The 
pastor  preaches, in  German  in  the  morning,  and: the 
evening  services,  are  in  English. 

St.  John's  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church.'— Iji 

1857,  Rev.  E.  A.  Bauer,  serving  several. congregations 
in  Carbon  County,  assumed  the  pastoral  care  of  the 
Lutherans  of  Mauch  Chunk,  and  organized  St.  Johtt's 
Lutheran  congregation.  In  the  following  year  the 
congregation  was  incorporated,  and  purchased-  the 
stone  church .  previously  used  by  the  First  Presbyte- 
rian  Congregation.      The   following  persons  consti- 

1  By  the  pastor,  Rev.  L.  Ltndenstruth. 
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tuted  the  church  council  at  the  time  of  organization  : 
Jacob  Loew,  Carl  Schnebel,  Fr.  Ballas,  elders;  G. 
Sibbach,  C.  Kurtz,  John  Spohn,  deacons.  The  num- 
ber of  communicants  at  the  first  communion  service, 
held  May  3,  1857,  was  thirty-two ;  a  year  later  the 
number  of  communicants  had  increased  to  sixty- 
seven.  During  the  fifteen  years  of  the  pastoral  labors 
of  Rev.  E.  A.  Bauer,  the  congregation  enjoyed  a 
steady  growth.  Various  improvements  were  made  to 
the  church  property.  A  Sunday-school  was  also  or- 
ganized, the  teachers  being  elected  annually  by  the 
congregation.  In  the  spring  of  1872,  Rev.  Bauer, 
having  accepted  a  call  to  Hazleton,  Pa.,  re-sigued 
his  charge  in  Carbon  County.  The  congregation  at 
Mauch  Chunic,  feeling  itself  strong  enough  to  support 
its  own  pastor,  elected  Rev.  G.  A.  Struntz.  It  was 
under  Rev.  Struntz  that  the  congregation  reached  its 
greatest  numerical  strength.  In  1876  the  pastor  re- 
ported six  hundred  and  twenty  confirmed  members, 
sixty-three  infant  baptisms,  and  twenty-three  received 
by  confirmation.  Four  hundred  and  forty  persons 
communed  during  the  year.  The  number  of  scholars 
in  the  Sunday-school  was  one  hundred  and  ninety ; 
the  number  of  teachers,  fifteen. 

In  1873  the  congregation  built  a  parsonage  in  Upper 
Mauch  Chunk,  where  several  lots  had  previously  been 
purchased.  The  question  of  erecting  a  more  suitable 
and  convenient  church  in  Upper  Mauch  Chunk,  where 
the  majority  of  the  members  resided,  was  considered 
in  the  same  year,  and  it  was  resolved  to  sell  the  prop- 
erty in  Lower  Mauch  Chunk  as  soon  as  a  favorable 
opportunity  presented  itself.  From  May  to  August, 
1875,  during  the  absence  of  the  pastor,  Rev.  F.  T. 
Hennilje  supplied  the  congregation.  In  the  spring 
of  1876,  Rev.  G.  A.  Struntz  resigned  his  pastorate, 
and  Rev.  W.  Wackernagel  was  elected  his  successor. 

Though  its  membership  was  considerably  dimin- 
ished by  the  removal  of  members,  and  from  other 
causes,  the  congregation,  with  the  beginning  of  the 
pastoral  labors  of  Rev.  Wackernagel,  entered  upon  a 
new  career  of  prosperous  activity.  The  question  of 
securing  a  more  suitable  place  of  worship  was  now 
finally  decided.  It  was  resolved  to  build  a  new 
church  in  Upper  Mauch  Chunk,  and  to  finish  the 
basement  as  soon  as  possible,  so  that  divine  service 
could  be  conducted  there. 

The  following  were  appointed  a  building  commit- 
tee :  J.  Waruke,  H.  Haak,  F.  Muller,  C.  Waruke,  H. 
Warukc,  Fr.  Grimm,  A.  Brumm,  C.  Frundt,  E.  Leist, 
I.  Cordes. 

More  attention  was  also  paid  to  the  Sunday-school, 
which  numbered  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  scholars 
and  fifty  teachers.  A  young  people's  association  was 
organized,  called  "  Martin  Luther  Society."  The  com- 
pletion of  the  new  edifice  in  Upper  Mauch  Chunk  was 
vigorously  pushed  forward.  The  lower  rooms  were 
consecrated  in  the  fall  of  1877,  and  used  by  the  con- 
gregation at  its  services  and  by  tlie  Sunday-school  at 
its  sessions.  In  view  of  the  "  hard  times,"  the  congre- 


gation was  not  inclined  to  assume  the  additional  ex- 
pense of  finishing  the  upper  rooms,  but  the  desire  to 
have  these  also  completed  induced  a  number  of  mem- 
bers and  friends  of  the  congregation  to  act  liberally 
and  have  the  work  completed  at  their  own  expense. 
One  member  paid  for  all  the  furniture  of  the  chancel, 
baptismal  font,  lectern,  pulpit,  altar,  chairs,  railing, 
etc.  A  number  of  members  paid  for  the  painting  of 
the  wall  in  fresco,  etc.  The  bell  is  the  gift  of  one 
man.  Among  those  to  whose  liberal  aid  the  rapid 
completion  of  the  church  was  largely  owing  are  Henry 
and  Joachim  Waruke,  Henry  Fellgut,  John  Miller, 
John  Faga,  Mrs.  Schultz,  and  others.  The  church  is 
a  frame  structure,  seventy  by  forty-two  feet.  The  in- 
terior is  beautifully  frescoed,  including  a  fine  picture 
of  the  risen  Lord,  over  the  altar,  in  the  rear  of  the 
chancel ;  it  has  stained-glass  windows,  and  presents  a 
very  pleasing  appearance.  It  was  dedicated  March 
16,  1879.  The  closing  services  in  the  old  church. 
Lower  Mauch  Chunk,  were  held  Dec.  29,  1879.  The 
property  was  finally  disposed  of  in  March,  1882. 
In  April,  1881,  Rev.  Wackernagel  removed  to  Al- 
lentown,  having  been  elected  German  professor  at 
Muhlenberg  College,  and  Rev.  L.  Lindenstruth,  the 
present  pastor,  was  called.  Up  to  this  time  the  ser- 
vices were  exclusively  in  German.  The  congregation 
deemed  it  advisable  to  have  also  English  services. 
English  services  are  now  regularly  held  every  other 
Sunday  evening.  On  Sunday,  Dec.  16,  1883,  an 
English  Sunday-school  was  organized,  which  has  its 
sessions  in  the  morning,  the  afternoon  school  being 
exclusively  German.  The  present  number  of  mem- 
bers is  three  hundred  and  eighty.  The  Sunday- 
school  numbers  two  hundred  and  fifty  scholars  and 
forty-five  teachers.  The  financial  state  of  affairs  is 
good.  The  annual  contributions  toward  the  various 
benevolent  objects  of  the  church  have  steadily  in- 
creased, and  the  prospects  of  the  congregation  are 
encouraging. 

St.  John's  Church  (East  Mauch  Chuiik).— In 
1878  a  number  of  members  of  St.  John's  Church, 
Mauch  Chunk,  concluded  to  unite  with  the  Reformed 
and  build  a  Union  Church  in  East  Mauch  Chunk. 
The  Lutheran  congregation,  organized  Sept.  15, 1878, 
decided  to  form  one  pastoral  charge  with  the  congre-' 
gation  in  Mauch  Chunk  served  by  Rev.  Mr.  Wacker- 
nagel. The  constitution  published  by  the  Lutheran 
Synod  of  Pennsylvania  was  adopted.  The  corner- 
stone of  the  new  church  was  laid  Sept.  15,  1878.  The 
church  was  dedicated  May  18,  1879.  It  is  free  from 
debt.  Rev.  L.  Lindenstruth  is  the  Lutheran  pastor. 
Its  present  membership  is  fifty.  The  Sunday-school 
numbers  about  fifty  scholars  and  fifteen  teachers. 
Lutheran  services  are  held  every  two  weeks,  alter- 
nately in  German  and  English. 

Church  of  the  Immaculate  Conception  of  the 
Blessed  Virgin  Mary.— The  present  parish  comprises 
the  above  church  and  St.  Patrick's  Church  at  Nesque- 
honing.     The  first  parish  church  (St.  Patrick's)  was 
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erected  at  Neaquehoning  about  forty-five  years  ago  by 
Father  Moloney.  He  resided  at  Easton  first,  after- 
wards at  Tamaqua,  and  ministered  to  the  Catholics  of 
all  the  district,  from  Wilkesbarre,  Luzerne  Co.,  to  Hay- 
cock, Bucks  Co.  He  also  built  churches  at  Tamaqua 
and  Beaver  Meadows,  and  faithfully  tended  to  the 
spiritual  wants  of  the  Catholics  of  that  immense  terri- 
tory for  twelve  years.  In  this  parish  he  was  succeeded 
by  Father  Hannegan,  whose  district  at  first  included 
Summit  Hill  also.  He  resided  at  Nesquehoning,  and 
was  pastor  from  May,  1849,  until  January,  1852.  He 
built  the  old  or  first  part  of  the  present  church  at 
Mauch  Chunk.  Father  Coffey  took  his  place,  re- 
siding at  Mauch  Chunk,  and  labored  here  until  Oc- 
tober, 1854.  It  was  during  his  time  that  that  fearful 
scourge,  the  Asiatic  cholera,  desolated  this  region. 
The  good  Father  Coffey  was  assisted  in  giving  the 
last  consolations  of  religion  to  the  victims  of  this 
fearful  disease  by  the  saintly  Bishop  Neuman,  of 
Philadelphia.  They  slept  in  the  church,  and  there 
awaited  the  calls  of  the  sick  and  dying,  which  they 
promptly  tended,  conscious  that  perhaps  their  own 
hours  were  numbered.  The  good  bishop  would  send 
no  priest,  but,  like  a  hero,  exposed  himself  to  all  the 
dangers  of  the  plague.  From  October,  1854,  until 
July,  1856,  the  Rev.  J.  B.  Loughran  was  pastor.  He 
died  at  Mauch  Chunk  at  that  date,  and  was  buried  at 
St.  Michael's,  Philadelphia,  of  which  church  his 
brother.  Rev.  William  Loughran,  was  pastor.  Rev. 
Charles  McEnroe,  whose  kind  and  gentle  manners 
are  still  fresh  in  the  memory  of  many,  labored  here 
from  that  date  until  the  time  of  his  death,  in  May, 
1859.  Fathers  O'Shaughnessy  and  McCollum  each 
held  the  charge  for  a  short  time,  until  November, 
1861.  Then  Eev.  Michael  Blacker  was  appointed 
pastor,  which  position  he  held  until  May,  1868.  He 
labored  hard  here  during  that  time,  and  enlarged  and 
improved  the  church  at  Mauch  Chunk. 

Rev.  Hugh  Garvey,  who  succeeded  him,  was  sta- 
tioned here  for  a  year.  He  was  succeeded  by  Rev. 
Peter  C.  McEnroe.  He  wrought  zealously,  built  the 
pastoral  residence,  and  made  many  other  improve- 
ments, from  April,  1869,  to  July,  1875.  Rev.  Michael 
A.  Bunce,  the  present  pastor,  has  had  charge  since 
1875.  He  has  made  many  improvements,  purchased 
property  for  a  Catholic  school,  and  is  collecting  for  a 
new  church  for  Nesquehoning. 

St.  Joseph's  German  Catholic  Church  (East 
Mauch  Chunk). — This  church  was  founded  in  1871. 
The  first  pastor  was  Rev.  G.  Frende,  who  resided  at 
Lehighton,  and  in  1872  he  was  succeeded  by  Rev.  W. 
Heinan,  who,  in  1874,  moved  to  East  Mauch  Chunk. 
In  1879  he  had  an  assistant.  Rev.  A.  Mersch,  suc- 
ceeded, in  1880,  by  Rev.  A.  Fretz.  He  gave  place,  in 
1881,  to  Rev.  A.  Misteli,  and  was  followed,  in  1882, 
by  the  present  assistant,  Eev.  G.  Welf.  The  Catholic 
school  in  connection  with  St.  Joseph's  Church  was 
founded  in  1874,  and  is  kept  by  the  Sisters  of  Chris- 
tian Charity,  who  were  exiled  by  the  Prussian  govern- 


ment at  that  period  of  persecution.  The  churches  at 
Lehighton,  at  Bowman's  (or  Fire  Line),  Slatington, 
and  Berlinsville  (Northampton  County)  are  attended 
by  Rev.  Heinan  and  his  assistant,  and  the  German 
Catholic  school  at  Lehighton  is  under  the  charge  of 
the  Sisters  who  carry  on  the  East  Mauch  Chunk 
school. 

Temperance. — The  earliest  temperance  movement 
in  Mauch  Chunk  was  undoubtedly  that  which  at  a 
meeting  upon  Sept.  16, 1829,  resulted  in  the  organiza- 
tion of  a  society,  with  Joseph  Butler  as  president, 
Cephas  Batchelor  as  vice-president,  John  Mears  as 
secretary,  and  Jesse  K.  Pryor  as  treasurer.  Among 
the  prominent  members  of  the  society  were  Ezekiel 
Harlan,  Jonathan  Fincher,  William  Baker,  Jr.,  James 
McCarty,  Asa  L.  Foster,  Jacob  H.  Salkeld,  Thomas 
Patterson,  and  William  Rudolph.  They  were  ap- 
pointed as  a  committee  to  procure  signatures,  and 
secured  quite  a  number,  but  the  society  was  not  long 
maintained. 

The  Mauch  Chunk  Temple  of  Honor,  No.  34,  was 
chartered  July  14,  1846,  but  there  is  no  record  of  it^ 
subsequent  operations,  and  it  probably  was  soon  dis- 
banded. 

Divisions  of  the  Sons  of  Temperance  were  organized 
in  Mauch  Chunk  and  elsewhere  throughout  the  county 
prior  to  1850. 

About  1869  a  Good  Templar  lodge  was  organized 
here  and  flourished  for  a  few  years,  but  became  in- 
active after  a  period  of  usefulness,  and  now  retains 
but  little  life. 

Perhaps  tlie  most  notable  temperance  society  in 
Mauch  Chunk  has  been  that  of  the  Cadets,  organized 
in  1868,  and  constantly  working  during  the  past  six- 
teen years.  They  have  always  maintained  a  large  and 
useful  library.  There  are  but  few  young  men  in  the 
town  who  have  been  reared  here  who  have  not  been 
members  of  this  organization,  and  the  good  that  has 
been  done  can  easily  be  conjectured.  In  1877  the 
Cadets  presented  the  town  with  a  handsome  drinklng- 
fountain,  in  which  during  the  summer  months  a  con- 
stant stream  of  pure  cold  water  flows  free  for  all.  To 
Mr.  Henry  Webster  is  probably  due,  more  than  to 
any  other  one  person,  the  credit  for  this  and  other 
good  works  of  the  Cadets. 

A  county  temperance  conference  was  called  to  meet 
at  Mauch  Chunk  in  October,  1883.  It  was  largely 
attended  by  representatives  from  various  parts  of  the 
county.  It  was  under  the  auspices  of  Rev.  D.  C. 
Babcock,  secretary  of  the  Pennsylvania  State  Tem- 
perance Alliance.  It  continued  part  of  three  days. 
From  this  was  organized  a  county  association  with  a 
full  set  of  officers,  who  will  no  doubt  carry  out  the 
purpose  of  the  organization  by  holding  meetings 
throughout  the  county  during  the  coming  year. 

Carbon  County  has  contributed  one  of  the  most 
eloquent  temperance  advocates  that  the  State  has 
ever  had, — Daniel  Kalbfus,  Esq.,  a  member  of  the 
Carbon  County  bar.     He  was  prominently  identified 
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with'  the  work  of.  organizing  the  second  Temple  of 
Honor  lodge.  After  the'disbandment  of  the  Temjile 
teinperance  work  lagged  for  a  time,  and  Mr.  Kalbfus 
soon  after  being  afflicted  by  softening  of  the  brain, 
was  removed  to  the  State  Insane  Asylum,  where  he 
died  soon  after. 

The  Cemetery  in  Upper  Mauch  Chunk  was  laid 
out  by  the  Lehigh  Coal  and  Navigation  Company  in 
1823,  as  is  shown  by  their  books.  Prior  to  that  time, 
however,  the  remains  of  a  number  of  persons  had  been 
buried  there.  The  mother  of  Josiah  White,  Rebecca 
(Haines)  White,  is  said  to  have  been  the  first  person 
interred  in  this  ground.  The  wife  of  the  late  Philip 
Abbott  was  buried  there  in  1821,  and  Jacob  Hoch,  a 
German,  who  lived  in  Lausanne  township,  and  was 
killed  while  unloading  logs  on  the  site  of  Lowrey- 
town,  found  sepulture  here  in  1822.  The  next  burial 
was  that  of  a  Mr.  Chesney,  an  employe  of  the  Lehigh 
Coal  and  Navigation  Company,  who  was  drowned  in 
the  river.  In  1847  the  companj'  deeded  the  plot  to 
Conrad  Miller,  L.  D.  Knowles,  E.  W.  Harlan,  Asa 
Packer,  and  Daniel  Bei'tsch  as  trustees,  to  receive  and 
hold  the  property,  in  trust  for  the  benefit  and  use  of 
the  citizens  of  Mauch  Chunk.  They  appointed  Con- 
rad'Miller,  Samuel  B.  Hutchison,  and  Edward  Lippin- 
cott,  of  Mauch  Chunk,  James  Broderick,  of  Summit 
Hill,  and  Charles  Packer,  of  Nesquehoning,  as  a 
cornmittee  to  collect  the  necessary  funds  for  the  im- 
provement of  the  cemetery,  and  William  Reed  was 
made  treasurer.  R.  Q'  Butler,  Esq.,  was  given  charge 
of  the  work,  and  Henry  Sterling,  a  man  fifty  years  of 
age,  became  permanent  sexton,  holding  the  place  until 
advancing,  years  with  their  attendant  infirmities  com- 
pelled him  to  resign  in  favor  of  John  Sterling.  The 
old:  seston  was  a  Scotch  man,  and  a  very  good  counter- 
part oft"  Old  Immoi-tality."  He  had  a  wonderful 
meinory,  and  although  he  kept  no  record,  could  tell 
the  name  of  the  inmate  of  every  tomb,  give  the  date 
of  death,  and  relate  the  peculiarities  of  the  person 
while  living.  When  asked  by  visitors  how  he  was 
getting  along,  his  common  answer  was,  "  Weel,  the 
times  are  sae  hard  and  na  mooch  doin',  not  many 
folk  are  dyin'.  these  days."  The  managers  of  the 
cemetery  received  a  legacy  of  sixty-five  shares  of  Le- 
high Valley  Railroad  stock  from  the  late  Daniel 
Bertsch,  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Mauch  Chunk,  from 
which  over  one  hundred  dollars  per  year  is  derived. 
The  trustees  of  the  cemetery  are  now  an  incorporated 
body,'  and  have  been  since  1873.  The  present  board 
is  composed  of  Robert  Klotz,  D.  G.  Bertsch,  L.  Yea- 
ger,  Nicholas  Rammel,  R.  Q.  Butler,  Joseph  Moore, 
George  Ruddle,  Frank  Sayre,  and  C.  Kocher.  R.  Q. 
Butler  is  president,  and  D.  G.  Bertsch,  secretary  and 
treasurer. 

Fire  Companies. — A  fire-engine  company  was  or- 
ganized as  early  as  1833,  as  we  learn  from  an  adver- 
tisement calling  a  meeting,  and  signed  by  Henry 
Mears,  secretary.  In  1834  the  oflBcers  of  this  com- 
pany were  as  follows;  President,  Nathan  Patterson; 


Vice-President,  I.  T.  Dodson ;  Secretary,  James  W. 
Chapman ;  Treasurer,  Isaac  Salkeld,  Jr. ;  Engineer^, 
B.  R.  McConnell,  Rodolphus  Kent,  James  Bingham', 
Cornelius  Conner,  H.  B.  Heilman,  Thomas  Quinton. 
This  company  probably  did  not  long  remain  in  exist- 
ence. 

Another  one,  however,  was  organized,  which  owned 
the  little  engine  now  in  Upper  Mauch  Chunk,  which 
was  used  at  the  time  of  the  great  fire  of  1849. 

Marion  Hose  Company,  No.  1. — The  first  carriage 
of  the  Marion  Hose  Company,  No.  1,  of  Maucli 
Chunk,  was  presented  to  John  Fatzinger  and  Jacob 
Salkheld,  in  1853,  by  the  first  Marion  Hose  Company, 
of  Philadelphia,  and  was  brought  in  a  canal-boat 
from  Philadelphia  to  Mauch  Chunk  on  Nov.  23, 1853. 
A  company  was  then  organized  by  the  citizens  of  the 
town.  After  a  few  years  the  company  disbanded,  and 
the  carriage  was  turned  over  to  the  borough  authori- 
ties. The  citizens  then  did  fire-duty  without  organ- 
ization until  Aug.  8,  1866,  when  the  present  Marion' 
Hose  Company,  No.  1,  was  instituted,  and  on  June  3, 
1867,  a  charter  was  granted  to  said  Marion  Hose 
Company,  No.  1.  When  the  organization  of  the 
company  took  place,  the  old  United  States  Hose 
carriage.  No.  14,  located  at  Fifth  and  Button  wood 
Streets,  Philadelphia,  was  purchased,  which  is  still  in 
active  service.  In  1874  the  company  purchased  a 
Silsby  steam  fire-engincj  which  is  still  used  by  the 
company.  The  number  of  active  members  is  now 
thirty-five.  In  June,  1883,  the  company  organized  i. 
band,  which  is  still  kept  up  by  the  company. 

Masonic  Lodge,  Chapter,  Council,  and  Com- 
mandery. — Upon  the  petition  of  John  Fatzinger,  Asa 
Packer,  Isaac  T.  Dodson,  Daniel  Bertsch,  William 
Oliver,  and  William  Lilly,  Jr.,  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Pennsylvania  granted  a  charter,  dated  Dec.  27,  1849, 
to  Carbon  Lodge,  No.  242,  A.  Y.  M.,  to  be  held  at 
Mauch  Chunk,  Carbon  Co.,  Pa.,  which  was  consti- 
tuted Feb.  27, 1850,  with  John  Fatzinger  as  Worship- 
ful Master ;  Asa  Packer,  Senior  "Warden  ;  and  Isaac 
T.  Dodson,  Junior  Warden.  William  Lilly,  Jr.,  acted 
as  secretary  during  the  balance  of  the  year  in  which 
the  lodge  was  constituted,  and  at  the  first  election 
Samuel  B.  Price  was  elected  secretary,  and  Isaac 
Ripple  treasurer.  James  I.  Blakslee  was  elected  treas- 
urer Dec.  25, 18.52,  and  has  been  continued  in  oflSce  to 
the  present  time.  The  oflScers  of  Carbon  Lodge  for 
the  year  1884  are  as  follows ;  James  M.  Dreisbach, 
W.  M. ;  George  H.  Haines,  S.  W. ;  Frederick  Berto- 
lette,  J.  W. ;  Laird  H.  Barber,  Sec. 

Herman  Baugh,  M.  E.  G.  H.  P.,  granted  a  charter, 
dated  June  21,  1855,  for  holding  a  chapter  of  Royal 
Arch  Masons  at  Mauch  Chunk,  and  on  December  6th 
of  the  same  year  Lilly  Chapter,  No.  181,  was  con^ 
stituted,  when  William  Lilly,  Jr.,  was  installed 
M.  E.  H.  P. ;  Oharies  0.  Skeer,  K. ;  and  Samuel 
B.  Price,  S.  Elisha  P.  Wilbur,  of  Bethlehem,  was 
elected  the  first  secretary,  and  James  I.  Blakslee 
treasurer.     The  officers  for  the  year  1884  are  as  fol' 


IF^SKiia    ^©IKKlSBSliiKlT, 

i^y©Ki  ©Ki(y)ii!3K  ©lEiKiinriia'ii'. 


BOKOUGH  OF  MAUCH  CHUNK. 


697 


lows:  Laird  H.  Barbet,  M.  E.  H.  P.;  William  P. 
Streeter,  K.;  Dr.  Rensellaer  Leonard,  S.;  James  I. 
Blakslee,  Treas. ;  William  W.  Weaver,  Sec.  ' 

McNair  Council,  No.  29,  Royal,  Super-excellent, 
and  Select  Masters,  opened  and  assembled  under  a 
dispensation  dated  March  19,  1867,  which  was  subse- 
quently confirmed  by  a  charter  from  the  Grand  Coun- 
cil of  Pennsylvania,  dated  June  11,  1867,  Anno  Dep. 
2867.  The  original  petitioners  for  the  dispensation 
were  Illustrious  Companions  Thomas  S.  McNair,  Wil- 
liam Lilly,  Robert  Klotz,  R.  A.  Packer,  J.  A.  Dinkey, 
J.  K.  McCollum,  J.  H.  Wilhelm,  Joseph  P.  Salmon, 
M.  W.  Raudenbush,  John  Green,  and  A.  W.  Rauden- 
bush.  With  the  recommendation  of  the  petitioners 
this  dispensation  was  granted  by  M.  P.  Alfred  Creigh, 
Grand  Master  of  Pennsylvania.  At  the  first  meeting 
of  McNair  Council,  Robert  A.  Packer  was  installed 
as  T.  I.  G.  M. ;  Thomas  S.  McNair,  D.  I.  G.  M. ;  James 
H.  Wilhelm,  P.  C.  of  W.;  Robert  Klotz,  M.  of  E. ; 
James  A.  Dinkey,  Rec.  The  officers  for  1884  are  as 
follows:  Lafayette  Lentz,  T.  I.  G.  M. ;  Albert  G. 
Brodhead,  Jr.,  D.  I.  6.  M. ;  Leonard  Seager,  P.  C.  of 
W. ;  Robert  Klotz,  M.  of  E. ;  Eugene  H.  Blakslee, 
Rec. 

Packer  Commandery,  No.  23,  K.  T,,  of  Mauch 
Chunk,  Pa.,  opened  and  assembled  on  the  28th  day 
of  September,  1866,  under  a  dispensation  dated  Sept. 
6,  1866.  Rt.  E.  D.  Grand  Commander  Jeremiah  L. 
Hutchinson,  present.  The  original  petitioners  for 
the  dispensation  were  P.  E.  C.  William  Lilly,  Sir 
Knights  James  Houston,  M.  W.  Raudenbush,  and  A. 
W.  Raudenbush,  hailing  from  Allen  Commandery, 
No.  20;  Sir  Knights  Thomas  S.  McNair,  Joseph  P. 
Salmon,  Isaac  K.  McCollum,  Anthony  Dimmick,  and 
Robert  Klotz,  of  Crusade  Commandery,  No.  12.  With 
the  recommendation  of  the  commanderies,  this  dis- 
pensation was  granted  by  Right  Eminent  Robert  Pit- 
cairn,  Grand  Commander  of  Pennsylvania,  which 
was  subsequently  confirmed  by  a  charter  from  the 
Grand  Commandery  of  Pennsylvania,  dated  12th 
June,  A.D.  1867,  A.o.  749,  a.o.e.p.  70.  At  the  first 
meeting  of  Packer  Commandery,  No.  23,  K.  T., 
Thomas  S.  McNair  was  installed  E.  C. ;  James  Hous- 
ton, Gen.  ;  Robert  Klotz,  Capt.  Gen. ;  William  Lilly, 
Treas. ;  Milton  W.  Raudenbush,  Rec.  The  follow- 
ing are  the  officers  for  the  year  1883-84:  John  C. 
Dolon,  E.  C. ;  Laird  H.  Barber,  Gen. ;  Leonard  Sea- 
ger, Capt.  Gen. ;  Robert  Klotz,  Treas. ;  William  W. 
Weaver,  Rec. 

Mauch  Chunk  lodge,  No.  76,  L  0.  0.  F.— This 
lodge  was  instituted  in  May,  1842,  and  has  been  a 
more  than  ordinarily  successful  and  flourishing  organ- 
ization. Following  is  a  list  of  those  who  have  served 
as  N.  G.  and  V.  G. : 

Election  quarterly. 
May     20,  1842.  A.  G.  Brodhead.     John  Painter. 
Sept.      8,  1842.  J.  Painter.  William  Brown. 

Dec.       8,  1842.  William  Brown.      C.  Lockhardt. 
March    9,  1843.  C.  Lockhardt.  J.  Simpson. 


June 

Sept. 

Dec. 

March 

June 

Sept. 


8,  1843. 
7,  1843. 
7,  1843. 
7, 1844. 
6,  1844. 
12,  1844. 


Dec.  12,  1844. 
March  6,  1845. 
June  5,  1845. 
Sept.  11,  1845. 
Dec.  11,  1845. 
March  12, 1846. 
June  11,  1846. 
Sept.  10,  1846. 
Dec.     10,  1846. 

Election  semi 


July 

Jan. 

July 

Jan. 

July 

Dec. 

June 

Dec. 

July 

Dec. 

June 

Sept. 


1,  1847. 
6,  1848. 
6,  1848. 

4,  1849. 

5,  1849. 
27,  1849. 
27,  1850. 
26,  1850. 

3,  1851. 
25,  1851. 
21,  1852. 
30,  1852. 


J.  Simpson. 
J.  Leisenring,  Jr. 
L.  D.  Knowles. 
William  Lilly. 
Ed.  Lippincott. 
W.  H.  Fister. 
Peter  Houck. 
Philip  De  Young. 
Robert  Klotz. 
James  McKean. 
C.  O.  Skeer. 
John  Bieghe. 
Daniel  Qlewine. 
M.  M.  Cooper. 
J.  S.  Wallace. 

-annually. 
Charles  Packer. 
Robert  Butler. 
Thos.  L.  White. 
William  Butler. 
Conrad  Kooher. 
S.  B.  Price. 
Peter  Russel. 
Jacob  Gilger. 
Conrad  Miller. 
J.  S.  Line. 
S.  B.  Hutchinson. 
T.  R.  Crellin. 


J.  Leisenring,  Jr. 
L.  D.  Knowles. 
William  Lilly. 
Ed.  Lippincott. 
W.  H.  Fister. 
Peter  Houck. 
Philip  De  Young. 
Robert  Klotz. 
James  McKean. 
C.  0.  Skeer. 
John  Bieghe. 
Daniel  Olewine. 
M.  M.  Cooper. 
J.  S.  Wallace. 
Charles  Packer. 

Robert  Butler. 
Thos.  L.  White. 
William  Butler. 
Conrad  Kocher. 
S.  B.  Price. 
Peter  Russel. 
Jacob  Gilger. 
Conrad  Miller. 
J.  S.  Line. 
S.  B.  Hutchinson. 
T.  R.  Crellin. 
Lewis  Beer. 


Election   changed   from 
March  and  September. 
March  31, 1853.  Lewis  Beer. 
Sept.    29,  1853.  J.  Weyhenmeyer. 
March  80, 1854.  C.  D.  Culver. 
Sept.    28,  1854.  Dennis  Bauman. 
March  29, 1855.  Nathan  Tubbs. 
Sept.    27,  1855.  James  Houston. 
March  29, 1856.  Leonard  Yaeger. 
Sept.    25,  1856.  Josiah  Hofi"man. 
March  26, 1857.  Benjamin  Yaeger. 
Sept.    24,  1857.  Aaron  Breisch. 
March  25, 1858.  H.  B.  Burnham. 
Sept.    30,  1858.  Samuel  Line. 
March  31, 1859.  W.  W.  Scott. 
Sept.    29,  1859.  Robert  Porter. 
March  29, 1860.  Elwen  Bauer. 
Sept.    29,  1860.  W.  R.  Otis. 
March  28, 1861.  John  MoMullen. 
Sept.    26,  1861.  Geo.  J.  Speugler. 
March  27, 1862.  James  Gaddes. 
Sept.    25, 1862.  T.  H.  Eattclifl'. 
March  26, 1863.  Philip  Miller. 
Sept.    24, 1863.  Isaac  Smith. 
March  31, 1864.  E.  H.  Snyder. 
Sept.    29, 1864.  James  Long. 
March  30,  1865.  Hiram  Houtz. 
Sept.    28,  1865.  Thos.  Kirchner. 
March  29, 1866.  John  L.  Dink. 


June   and   December  to 


J.  Weyhenmeyer. 
C.  D.  Culver. 
Dennis  Bauman. 
Nathan  Tubbs. 
James  Houston. 
Leonard  Yaeger. 
Josiah  Hoffman. 
Benj.  Yaeger. 
Aaron  Breisch. 
H.  B.  Burnham. 
Samuel  Line. 
W.  W.  Scott. 
Robert  Porter. 
Elwen  Bauer. 
W.  R.  Otis. 
John  McMullen. 
Geo.  J.  Spengler. 
James  Gaddes. 
T.  H.  Rattclifl'. 
Philip  Miller. 
Isaac  Smith. 
E.  H.  Snyder. 
James  Long. 
Hiram  Houtz. 
Thos.  Kirchner. 
J.  L.  Dink. 
J.    W.     Rauden- 
bush. 


698 


HISTORY  OF   CARBON  COUNTY,  PENNSYLVANIA. 


Sept.    27, 1866.  J.W.  Raudenbush.  H.  H.  Ashley. 
March  28,  1867.  H.  H.Ashley.         Lewis  Beckhardt. 
Sept.    26,  1867.  Lewis  Beckhardt.    E.  K.  Stroh. 
March  26, 1868.  E.  K.  Stroh.  A.  R.  Beers. 

Sept.    24,  1868.  A.  R.  Beers*.  J.  M.  Dreisbach. 

March  25, 1869.  J.  M.  Dreisbach.     W.  T.  King. 
Sept.    30, 1869.  W.  T.  King.  E.  W.  Harlan. 

March  31,  1870.  E.  W.  Harlan.         George  Orr. 
Sept.    29,  1870.  George  Orr.  J.  A.  Dinkey. 

March  30, 1871.  James  A.  Dinkey.  J.  A.  Mayer. 
Sept.    28,  1871.  J.  A.  Mayer.  F.  P.  Semmel. 

March  28,  1872.  F.  P.  Semmel.        Thomas  Burk. 
Sept.    26,  1872.  Thomas  Burk.        J.  S.  Ackerman. 
April     3,  1873.  J.  S.  Ackerman.      Michael  Martin. 
Sept.    25, 1873.  Michael  Martin.     J.  B.  Dreisbach. 
April     9,  1874.  J.  B.  Dreisbach.     C.  H.  Bower. 
Oct.       1,  1874.  C.  H.  Bower.  G.  W.  Twining. 

April     1,  1875.  G.  W.  Twining.       Theo.  Doering. 
Oct.       7$  1875.  Conrad  Kocher.      D.  McLean  (res.). 

E.  A.  Packer. 
April     6,  1876.  E.  A.  Packer.  A.  F.  Corby. 

Oct.      12,  1876.  A.  F.  Corby.  S.  M.  Leslie. 

April   12,  1877.  S.  M.  Leslie.  William  Butler. 

Sept.    27,  1877.  William  Butler.      G.  L.  Watson. 
April   11,  1878.  G.  L.  Watson.         Simon  Beckhardt. 
Oct.        3,  1878.  Simon  Beckhardt.  John  McAllister. 
April     3,  1879.  John  McAllister.    Adolph  Doering. 
Sept.    25,1879.  Adolph  Doering.     Douglas  McLean. 
March  25, 1880.  Douglas  McLean.   Jonas  Sondheim. 
Sept.    80,  1880.  Jonas  Sondheim.    N.  D.  Cortright. 
March  31, 1881.  N.  D.  Cortright.      William  Hubble. 
Sept.    29,  1881.  William  Hubble.    Charles  Neast. 
March  30, 1882.  Charles  Neast.        W.  A.  Cortright. 
Sept.    28,  1882.  W.  A.  Cortright.     Jos.  Steventon. 
March  29, 1883.  Jos.  Steventon.        D.  B.  Griffith. 
Sept.    27,  1883.  D.  B.  Griffith.         Jacob  Fretzer. 

Maueh  Chunk  Lodge,  Wo.  193,  Knights  of 
Pythias,  was  instituted  at  Mauch  Chunk,  Pa.,  on 
the  19th  day  of  October,  a.d.  1869,  in  the  Odd-Fel- 
lows' Hall,  by  Philip  Lowry  as  Grand  Chancellor, 
P.  C.  Davis  as  V.  P.,  P.  C.  Blair  as  V.  G.  C,  P.  o! 
Robinson  as  G.  G.,  P.  C.  W.  H.  Halderman  as  G.  R.  S., 
H.  Eckenberger  as  G.  I.  S.,  John  Black,  Jr.,  as  G. 
O.  S. 

The  following-named  charter  members  were  elected 
as  officers :  V.  P.,  Jabez  Alsover ;  W.  C,  Amos  Stroh  ; 
V.  C,  W.  E.  Frisbic;  R.  S.,  Ed.  K.  Stroh;  F.  S.', 
John  Kuebler;  W.  B.,  J.  M.  Dreisbach;  W.  I.  S.j 
Israel  Briggs;  W.  G.,  John  Miner;  W.  O.  S.,  J.  K. 
Vanneman.  William  Merrick,  J.  W.  Heberling,  F. 
A.  Barr,  Simon  Reichart,  M.  A.  Fegley,  A.  F.  Glace 
Aaron  Miller,  N.  B.  Reber,  J.  P.  Tacy,  Francis  Pratt| 
Orlando  Harris,  Louis  Beckhardt,  A.  J.  Mar^h,  E.  F. 
Luckenbach,  J.  W.  Reed,  Daniel  Kalbfus,  T.  s!  Beck^ 
George  Long,  Lafayette  Rehrig,  Henry  Swank,  J.  a! 
Mayer,  Jacob  Hassel,  J.  B.  Wildermer,  George  Beers, 
Jacob  Romig,  Frank  Leibenguth,  J.  S.  Eustice,  Oliver 
Breneiser,  Aaron  Bennyhoff,  J.  F.  Bleckley,  James 
Zellner,  A.  Vanhorn,  James  Hutchison,  John  Smith, 


James  Gensel,  Martin  Rehrig,  John  Brelsford,  John 
Kerns,  A.  E.  Soheetz,  and  Samuel  Moore  were  the 
additional  charter  members. 

The  election  of  ofiScers  afterward  resulted  as  fol- 
lows : 

1869,  Dec.  28.— W.  C,  W.  E.  Frisbie ;  V.  C,  Dan- 
iel Kalbfus ;  R.  S.,  E.  K.  Stroh  ;  F.  S.,  C.  E.  Amidon ; 
W.  B.,  J.  M.  Dreisbach  ;  G.,  F.  W.  Pratt;  I.  S.,  E.F. 
Houser;  O.  S.,  George  Long;  Trustees,  J.  W.  Heber- 
ling, C.  E.  Foster,  and  Louis  Beckhardt. 

1870,  June  28.— W.  C,  Daniel  Kalbfus  ;  V.  C,  F. 
W.  Pratt;  W.  G.,  E.  F.  Luckenbach;  I.  S.,  C.  E. 
Foster;  Trustee,  J.  W.  Harlan. 

1870,  Dec.  27.— W.  C,  E.  F.  Luckenbach ;  V.  C, 
C.  E.  Foster;  L  S.,  J.  W.  Harlan;  O.  S.,  John 
Miner;  R.  S.,  W.  E.  Frisbie;  F.  S.,  Orlando  Harris; 
W.  B.,  N.  F.  Glace;  Trustee,  John  Miner;  Rep.  to 
Grand  Lodge,  W.  E.  Frisbie. 

1871,  June  27.— W.  C,  C.  E.  Foster;  V.  C,  Oliver 
Breneiser;  W.  G.,  John  Kern ;  I.  S.,  D.  K.  Morrow  ; 
Trustee,  Daniel  Kalbfus. 

1871,  Dec.  26.— W.  C,  Oliver  Breneiser ;  V.  C,  D. 
K.  Morrow;  W.  G.,  J.  B.  Cox;  R.  S.,  Orlando  Har- 
ris; F.  S.,  W.  H.  Geidner;  W.  B.,  N.  F.  Glace;  L  S., 
C.  E.  Amidon;  O.  S.,  John  Faga;  Trustee,  L.  F. 
Rehrig;  Rep.  to  Grand  Lodge,  A.  Stroh. 

1872,  June  25.— W.  C,  D.  K.  Morrow ;  V.  C,  J.  B. 
Cox;  W.  G.,  Henry  Beineman  ;  I.  S.,  Orlando  Har- 
ris; 0.  8.,  Ira  Oliver;  Trustee,  Amos  Stroh. 

1872,  Dec.  31.— W.  C,  J.  B.  Cox;  V.  C,  Henry 
Bieneman;  W.  G.,  Orlando  Harris;  I.  S.,  Theodore 
Doering;  O.  S.,  Ira  Oliver;  R.  S.,  E.  K.  Stroh;  F.S., 
W.  H.  Geidner;  W.  B.,  N.  F.  Glace;  Trustee,  Oliver 
Breneiser;  Rep.  to  Grand  Lodge,  C.  E.  Foster. 

1873,  June  24.— C.  C,  Henry  Beineman;  V.  C, 
Orlando  Harris;  P.,  C.  E.  Foster;  M.  at  A.,  Theo- 
dore Doering;  I.  G.,  Jacob  Stahl ;  Trustee,  J.  W. 
Harlan. 

1873,  Dec.  80.— C.  C,  Charles  E.  Foster;  V.  C, 
Theodore  Doering;  K.  of  R.  and  S.,  Edward  K.  Stroh; 
M.  of  F.,  B.  F.  Tacy;  M.  of  E.,  N.  F.  Glace;  P., 
Charles  Hontz;  M.  at  A.,  W.  H.  Geidner;  Trustee, 
J.  W.  Heberling. 

1874,  June  30.— C.  C,  Theodore  Doering;  V.  C, 
Charles  Hontz;  P.,  W.  H.  Geidner;  M.  at  A.,  Joseph 
Diehl ;  Rep.  to  Grand  Lodge,  C.  E.  Foster ;  Trustee, 
Henry  Beineman,  Jr. 

1874,  Dec.  29.— C.  C,  E.  F.  Luckenbach;  V.  C, 
William  H.  Geidner;  P.,  Joseph  Diehl;  M.  at  A., 
Aaron  Bennyhoff;  K.  of  R.  and  S.,  E.  K.  Stroh ;  M. 
of  F.,  B.  S.  Tacy;  M.  of  E.,  N.  F.  Glace;  Trustee, 
W.  H.  Reichard. 

1875,  June  29.— C.  C,  Joseph  Diehl ;  V.  C,  Aaron 
Bennyhoff;  P.,  William  H.  Reichard;  M.  at  A., 
George  Long;  Rep.  to  Grand  Lodge,  C.  E.  Foster; 
Trustee,  W.  H.  Geidner. 

1875,  Dec.  28.— C.  C,  Aaron  Bennyhoff;  V.  C, 
William  Reichard  ;  P.,  J.  W.  Harlan  ;  M.  at  A.,  B.  S. 
Tacy ;  K.  of  R.  and  S.,  E.  K.  Stroh  ;  M.  of  E.,  N.  F. 
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Glace ;  M.  of  F.,  D.  K.  Morrow  ;  Trustee,  C.  E.  Fos- 
ter. 

1876,  June  27.— C.  C,  William  H.  Reiobard;  V.  C, 
J.  W.  Harlan  ;  P.,  E.  W.  Tobias ;  M.  at  A.,  Samuel 
Hoats ;  Rep.  to  Grand  Lodge,  C.  E.  Foster ;  Trustee, 
Aaron  Bennyhoff. 

1876,  Dec.  26.-C.  C,  J.  W.  Harlan  ;  V.  C,  R.  W. 
Tobias ;  P.,  S.  P.  Hoats ;  M.  at  A.,  Christopber  Her- 
rington  ;  K.  of  R.  and  S.,  W.  H.  Geidner ;  M.  of  F., 

D.  K.  Morrow ;  M.  of  E.,  A.  E.  Seheetz ;  Trustee,  E. 
K.  Stroh. 

1877,  June  26.— C.  C,  R.  W.  Tobias ;  V.  C.,  S.  P. 
Hoats;  P.,  Christopher  Herrington ;  M.  at  A.,  Aaron 
Bennyhoif;  Rep.  to  Grand  Lodge,  E.  F.  Luckenbach  ; 
Trustees,  E.  F.  Luckenbach  and  Joseph  Diehl,  vice 

E.  K.  Stroh,  resigned. 

1877,  Dec.  25.— C.  C,  S.  P.  Hoats ;  V.  C,  Charles 
Hontz;  P.,  Alexander  Mumney ;  M.  at  A.,  Josiah 
Hontz;  K.  of  R.  and  S.,  William  H.  Geidner;  M.  of 
F.,  D.  K.  Morrow  ;  M.  of  E.,  A.  E.  Seheetz ;  Trustees, 
R.  W.  Tobias  and  Josiah  Houtz. 

1878,  June  25.— C.  C,  Charles  Houtz ;  V.  C,  E.  L. 
Grennados;  P.,  Aaron  Bennyhoff;  M.  at  A.,  Josiah 
Houtz ;  Rep.  to  Grand  Lodge,  R.  W.  Tobias ;  Trustee, 
W.  H.  Reichard. 

1878,  Dec.  31.— C.  C,  E.  L.  Grennados;  V.  C,  Aaron 
Bennyhoff;  P.,  Josiah  Houtz  ;  M.  at  A.,  R.  W.  Tobias; 
K.  of  R.  and  S.,  W.  H.  Geidner ;  M.  of  F.,  D.  K. 
Morrow ;  M.  of  E.,  A.  E.  Seheetz. 

1879,  June  24.— C.  C,  William  H.  Reichard;  V.  C, 
R.  W.  Tobias ;  P.,  Aaron  Bennyhoff;  M.  at  A.,  Josiah 
Houtz ;  Trustees,  R.  W.  Tobias,  W.  H.  Reichard,  and 
Josiah  Houtz. 

1879,  Dec.  30.— C.  C,  R.  W.  Tobias;  V.  C,  Aaron 
Bennyhoff;  P.,  John  Bohn ;  M.  at  A.,  Adolph  Doering ; 
K.  of  R.  and  S.,  E!  wen  Bauer ;  M.  of  F.,  D.  K.  Morrow ; 
M.  of  E.,  A.  E.  Seheetz;  Trustee,  W.  H.  Geidner. 

1880,  June  29.— C.  C,  Aaron  Bennyhoff;  V.  C, 
John  Bohn ;  P.,  E.  L.  Grennados ;  M.  at  A.,  Adolph 
Doering ;  Rep.  to  Grand  Lodge,  D.  K.  Morrow ;  Trus- 
tee, Aaron  Bennyhoff. 

1880,  Dec.  28.— C.  C,  John  Bohn;  V.  C,  E.  L. 
Grennados;  P.,  D.  P.  Hughes;  M.  at  A.,  Adolph 
Doering;  K.  of  R.  and  S.,  Elwen  Bauer;  M.  of  F., 
D.  K.  Morrow;  M.  of  E.,  A.  E.  Seheetz;  Trustees, 
R.  W.  Tobias  and  J.  M.  Dreisbach. 

1881,  June  28.— C.  C,  E.  L.  Grennados;  V.  C,  D. 
P.  Hughes;  P.,  Adolph  Doering;  M.  at  A.,  Aaron 
Bennyhoff;  Rep.  to  Grand  Lodge,  J.  M.  Driesbach ; 
Trustee,  J.  M.  Dreisbach. 

1881,  Dec.  27.— C.  C,  D.  P.  Hughes ;  V.  C,  Adolph 
Doering;  P.,  R.  W.  Tobias;  M.  at  A.,  G.  F.  Schil- 
linger;  K.  of  R.  and  S.,  Elwen  Bauer;  M.  of  F.,  D. 
K.  Morrow;  M.  of  E.,  A.  E.  Seheetz;  Trustee,  A. 
Bennyhoff. 

1882,  June  27.— C.  C,  Adolph  Doering;  V.  C,  R. 
W.  Tobias;  P.,  E.  L.  Grennados;  M.  at  A.,  G.  F. 
Schillinger;  Rep.  to  Grand  Lodge,  J.  M.  Dreisbach; 
Trustee,  R.  W.  Tobias. 


1882,  Dec.  26.— C.  C,  R.  W.  Tobias ;  V.  C,  E.  L. 
Grennados;  P.,  G.  F.  Schillinger;  M.  at  A.,  D.  P. 
Hughes;  K.  of  R.  and  S.,  Elwen  Bauer;  M.  of  F., 
D.  K.  Morrow;  M.  of  E.,  A.  E.  Seheetz;  Trustee,  J. 
M.  Dreisbach. 

1883,  June  26.— C,  C,  E.  L.  Grennados;  V.  C,  G. 
F.  Schillinger;  P.,  D.  P.  Hughes;  M.  at  A.,  C.  C. 
Brown  ;  Rep.  to  Grand  Lodge,  E.  Bauer ;  Trustee, 
Aaron  Bennyhoff. 

1883,  Dec.  25.— C.  C,  G.  F.  Schillinger;  V.  C,  D. 
P.  Hughes;  P.,  C.  0.  Brown;  M.  at  A.,  C.  E.  Sayre; 
K.  of  R.  and  S.,  Elwen  Bauer;  M.  of  F.,  D.  K.  Mor- 
row; M.  of  E.,  A.  E.  Seheetz;  Trustee,  R.  W.  Tobias. 

Norma  Grove,  No.  23,  Order  of  Druids.— This 
lodge  was  organized  Nov.  17,  1858,  by  Amos  Stroh, 
who  became  its  first  Noble  Arch,  and  consisted  of 
sixteen  members,  among  whom  were  Jacob  Saiidel, 
Edward  K.  Stroh,  Aaron  Bresch,  and  E.  J.  Painter. 
The  lodge  has  about  seventy  members,  and  owns  prop- 
erty worth  from  six  to  seven  thousand  dollars.  The 
present  Noble  Arch  is  C.  C.  Smith  ;  Vice  Arch,  Jacob 
Sandel;  Recording  Secretary,  Amos  Stroh  ;  Financial 
Secretary,  A.  J.  Mayer ;  Treasurer,  A.  E.  Seheetz ; 
Trustees,  Paul  Kiefer,  Amos  Stroh,  and  Jacob  Sandel. 

Chapman  Post,  No.  61,  Grand  Army  of  the  Re- 
public, was  organized  in  May,  1867,  by  Lieut.-Col. 
Amos  Stroh,  Capt.  George  W.  Wilhelm,  and  Capt. 
John  Shields,  and  had  twenty-six  members.  It  now 
has  seventy  or  more  members,  is  in  good  financial 
condition,  and  leases  a  fine  hall  in  Oak  Hall  build- 
ing, which  is  sublet  to  several  other  societies.  The 
present  officers  are:  Post  Commander,  Herman  Rei- 
man ;  Junior  Vice-Commander,  Charles  Hellier ; 
Quartermaster,  A.  E.  Seheetz;  Chaplain,  William 
Wilhelm. 

Concert  Hall. — As  fine  a  public  hall  as  is  possessed 
by  any  town  of  similar  size  in  the  State  was  secured 
through  a  somewhat  novel  procedure,  exhibiting  the 
liberality  and  public  spirit  of  a  number  of  prominent 
citizens  in  1882.  Upon  the  ground  now  occupied  by 
Concert  Hall  there  stood  for  a  quarter  of  a  century 
prior  to  1881  a  frame  structure  known  as  the  Market 
House  and  Town  Hall,  which  during  the  latter  part 
of  the  period  had  very  poorly  served  the  purposes  i'or 
which  it  was  designed.  It  had  become  old,  unsightly, 
and  altogether  inadequate  for  the  assemblages  of  the 
public,  and  afforded  insufficient  room  for  the  market- 
stalls.  There  was  much  complaint  on  the  part  of  the 
people,  who  wanted  a  suitable  hall  for  public  assem- 
blages and  entertainments,  and  finally  the  dissatisfac- 
tion took  definite  form,  and  found  a  voice  through  E. 
H.  Rauch,  W.  W.  Weaver,  and  Samuel  Carpenter, 
who,  over  the  indefinitely  plural  nom  de  plume  of 
"Many  Citizens,''  published  the  following  call  for  a 
public  meeting : 

"The  citizens  of  Mauch  Chunk  are  respectfully  requested  to  assemble 
in  town  meeting  at  the  Court  House  on  Monday  evening  next  (March 
7th,  1881),  at  8  o'clock  for  the  purpose  of  considering  the  question  of 
building  a  Town  Hall  and  take  such  action  as  may  be  deemed  proper." 
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A  large  audience  assembled  at  the  court-liouse  in 
pursuance  of  this  call,  and,  after  being  called  to 
order  by  W.  C.  Morris,  Esq.,  organized  by  the  elec- 
tion of  A.  W.  Butler  as  chairman,  W.  C.  Morris,  Jr., 
and  L.  H.  Barber  as  vice-presidents,  and  E.  H.  Rauch 
as  secretary. 

After  the  object  of  the  meeting  was  stated  by  Mr. 
Butler,  a  resolution  was  adopted,  after  some  discus- 
sion, "that  it  is  the  sense  of  this  meeting  that  the 
borough  authorities  erect  a  new  and  substantial 
market-house  on  the  site  now  used  as  a  market,  and 
a  public  hall  on  the  upper  part  thereof,  of  sufficient 
dimensions,  safety,  and  good  taste  to  meet  the  wants 
of  our  people."  On  motion  of  Dr.  Erwin  a  committee 
was  appointed  to  submit  a  plan,  estimate  of  cost,  etc., 
and  the  following-named  gentlemen  were  appointed 
by  the  meeting :  A.  W.  Bufler,  Josiah  Sandel,  John 
Fidler,  John  0.  Dolon,  and  Dr.  Erwin.  Adjourned 
to  meet  on  the  following  Monday  evening.  The  ad- 
journed meeting  received  the  report  of  the  committee 
(A.  W.  Butler,  chairman),  which  report  favored  an 
election  by  the  citizens,  to  decide  whether  or  not  the 
Borough  Council  shall  be  petitioned  to  erect  a  public 
hall  and  market-house,  at  an  expense  not  to  exceed 
fifteen  thousand  dollars.  The  report  was  adopted, 
and  Messrs.  A.  W.  Butler,  Dr.  Erwin,  John  Dolon, 
John  Fidler,  Josiah  Sandel,  E.  F.  Luckenbach, 
Charles  Neast,  Hugh  Moore,  and  James  McElroy 
were  appointed  a  committee  to  provide  for  holding 
the  election. 

The  Town  Council  decided  favorably  to  the  project, 
and  issued  a  proclamation  for  an  election  to  decide  the 
will  of  the  people  upon  April  21,  1881.  This  election 
resulted,  in  the  First  Ward,  in  two  hundred  and  sev- 
enty-five votes  for  and  forty-one  against  the  building 
of  the  town  hall,  while  in  the  Second  Ward  there  were 
fifty-seven  votes  for  and  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
seven  against  the  proposition,  leaving  a  majority  in 
the  borough  of  one  hundred  and  sixty-four  in  favor 
of  the  enterprise.  The  Council  would  then  have 
acted  upon  the  expressed  wish  of  the  majority,  and 
erected  a  hall  not  to  exceed  in  cost  fifteen  thousand 
dollars,  but  a  question  as  to  the  legal  right  of  the 
Council  to  raise  the  amount  necessary  by  taxation 
was  brought  up,  and  in  that  emergency  Judge  Harry 
E.  Packer  and  other  public-spirited  citizens  came  to 
the  support  of  the  project  with  the  following  proposi-  | 
tion  and  subscription  for  carrying  it  out: 

"  We,  the  undersigned  suhscribors,  hereby  agree  and  promise  to  pay 
the  amount  severally  subscribed  hereto,  atsuch  time  and  in  such  install- 
ments as  may  bo  required  for  the  purpose  of  building  a  market-house 
and  town  hall  on  the  site  of  the  piosent  market-house  in  the  borough 
of  Mauch  Chunk,  as  per  plans  and  drawings  furnished  by  Addison  Hut- 
ton,  architect,  of  Philadelphia,  with  the  understanding  and  agreement 
that  the  said  building  when  competed  shall  be  placed  in  charge  of  the 
authorities  of  the  said  borough;  they  to  have  all  rents  and  revenues 
of  whatever  kind  arising  therefrom,  by  paying  semi-annually,  on  the 
first  days  of  January  and  July,  to  a  treasurer  appointed  by  us  for  said 
purpose,  two  and  one-half  per  cent,  npon  the  amount  of  our  subsorip- 
tions,  which  payments  are  to  continue  for  a  period  of  ten  years,  and,  in 
consideration  of  said  borough  having  made  full  payment  of  the  twenty 


semi-annual  payments  above  specified,  then  the  said  borough  is  to  own 
and  possess  the  same  without  further  payments : 

'•H.E.  Packer JV.WO 

William  Lilly 6000 

Charles  O.  .Skeer 6000 

John  Leieenring 6000 

Mahlon  S.  Kemerer 1000 

Lafayette  Lentz MOO 

Andrew  A.  Douglass 1000 

E.  B.  Leisenring 1000 

Allen  Craig 600 

A.  W.  Butler 500 

John  C.  Dolon 600 

James  I.  Blakslee 600 

Daniel  Bortsch 500." 

They  were  thus  to  pay  twenty-nine  thousand  dol- 
lars for  the  building  of  the  hall,  one-half  of  which 
was  to  be  returned  to  them  on  easy  terms  within  a 
period  of  ten  years.    The  proposition  being  accepted, 
work  was  begun,  and  the  corner-stone  of  the  building 
was  laid,  with  proper  observance,  on  Aug.  10,  1881. 
In  the  stone  was  deposited  a  condensed  history  of 
Mauch  Chunk,  in  printed  form,  prepared  by  a  com- 
mittee appointed  by  the  borough  authorities,  of  which 
E.  H.  Rauch  was  chairman,  together  with  other  docu- 
ments and  a  view  of  the  old  market-house  and  hall, 
torn  down  to  give  space  for  the  new.     The  work  pro- 
gressed so  well  that  the  hall  was  formally  opened  on 
the  evening  of  Feb.  4,  1882,  on  which  occasion  a 
speech  of  presentation  was  made  by  A.  W.  Butler, 
and  answered  by  one  of  acceptance  by  Frederick 
Bertolette.   The  evening's  entertainment,  "Edgewood 
Folks,"  a  comedy,  was  then  given  by  Sol  Smith  Rus- 
sell and  company  before  a  crowded  audience.    The 
chairman  of  the  building  committee  was  A.  W.  But- 
ler, the  architect  Addison  Hutton,  and  the  builders 
were  Balderston  &  Hutton,  of   Philadelphia.    The 
tasteful  frescoing  and  the  scenery  was  the  work  of  H. 
Lempert,  of  Rochester,  N.  Y.     The  hall  is  of  ample 
size,  appropriately  and  elegantly  finished  and  fur- 
nished, and  possesses  the  important  requisite  of  good 
acoustic  properties.     The  lower  floor  of  the  substan- 
tial brick  structure  is  principally  devoted  to  market 
purposes,  and  afl'ords  space  for  a  sufficient  number  of 
stalls  and  the  free  circulation  of  their  patrons. 

.  <•»  ■ 

BIOGRAPHICAL    SKETCHES. 


ASA    LANSFOKD    FOSTER. 

Asa  Lansford  Foster  was  a  native  of  Rowe,  Frank- 
lin Co.,  Mass.,  whence,  with  a  good  common-school 
education,  fair  health,  and  Yankee  energy,  he  came, 
when  quite  a  young  man,  to  Pennsylvania,  then  the 
"  Far  West,"  and  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business 
with  an  older  brother,  who  had  preceded  him,  at  Ber- 
wick, on  the  Susquehanna  River. 

A  few  years  later— about  1821  or  1822— he  engaged 
in  the  same  business  on  his  own  account  at  Blooms- 
burg,  and  married  Louisa  Chapman,  a  niece  and  mem- 
ber of  the  family  of  Isaac  A.  Chapman,  one  of  the 
earliest  pioneers  of  the  Lehigh  coal  operations. 

The  mercantile  business  of  that  time  and  locality 
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was  chiefly  that  of  trade  or  barter  of  the  merchandise 
usually  kept  in  country  stores,  for  the  products  of  the 
farm  and  forest.  Part  of  these  products  were  taken 
on  wagons  or  sleds  to  Philadelphia  and  part  were  sent 
to  markets  down  the  Susquehanna  on  the  spring  and 
fall  freshets  in  rafts  or  arks.  Goods  for  the  store  were 
brought  in  wagons  or  sleds  from  the  city. 

The  Susquehanna  and  Lehigh  Turnpike,  which, 
under  a  charter  granted  in  1804,  had  been  made  from 
Berwick  to  Mauch  Chunk,  was  the  only  avenue  of 
transportation  from  the  Susquehanna  Valley,  over  the 
mountains,  to  the  valley  of  the  Lehigh,  and  thence  to 
the  Delaware. 

After  the  commencement  of  operations  by  the  Le- 
high Coal  and  Navigation  Company,  Mauch  Chunk 
became  an  important  market  for  the  products  of  the 
Susquehanna  Valley,  and  a  very  desirable  one,  for 
here  cash  could  be  obtained  for  them  in  the  shape  of 
what  was  called  "  IVIauch  Chunk  money," — that  is, 
checks  upon  a  Philadelphia  bank.  These  the  mer- 
chants of  the  valley  were  glad  to  get,  and  the  traffic 
with  Mauch  Chunk  made  the  operations  there  fa- 
miliar to  Mr.  Foster,  when  about  1826  he  disposed  of 
his  business  at  Bloomsburg  and  removed  to  Philadel- 
phia, intending  to  engage  in  the  wholesale  trade  in 
such  merchandise  as  his  experience  had  taught  him 
was  needed  in  the  country. 

While  residing  on  the  Susquehanna  various  plana 
for  the  navigation  of  that  river  were  subjects  much 
discussed  among  progressive  men.  Among  them  was 
the  attempt  to  run  a  small  steamboat,  called  the 
"  Cadorus,"  which  exploded  on  its  first  trial.  Mr. 
Foster  was  on  board,  but  being  a  good  swimmer  and 
fortunately  blown  into  the  water  with  only  slight  in- 
juries, narrowly  escaped  with  his  life. 

In  Philadelphia  he  accepted  temporarily  a  position 
in  a  wholesale  house,  and  while  there,  through  his 
connection  with  Isaac  A.  Chapman,  then  civil  engi- 
neer for  the  Lehigh  Company,  and  residing  at  Mauch 
Chunk,  Mr.  Foster  made  the  acquaintance  of  Josiah 
White  and  Erskine  Hazard,  and  was  by  them  engaged 
to  take  charge  of  the  company's  large  supply-store 
at  the  latter  place.  He  removed  with  his  family  to 
Mauch  Chunk  about  1827.  Here  he  found  a  very 
large  and  substantial  stone  store-building,  filled  from 
garret  to  cellar  with  goods  which  had  from  time  to 
time  been  sent  by  the  managers  of  the  company, 
many  of  which,  owing  to  their  ignorance  of  the  needs 
of  their  employfe,  were  useless  and  unsalable.  These 
he  had  packed  and  returned  to  the  city  and  replen- 
ished the  stock  with  such  goods  as  were  wanted. 

His  management  of  the  store  made  it  very  popular, 
and  it  soon  became  the  centre  of  supply,  not  only  for 
those  employed  by  the  company,  but  also  for  the 
country  from  the  Susquehanna  to  the  Delaware,  which 
found  here  a  ready  market  for  its  products. 

The  company  employed  hundreds  of  men  in  the 
construction  of  its  canal  from  Mauch  Chunk  to  Eas- 
ton  ;  its  descending  navigation  from  the  head-waters 


of  the  Lehigh  to  Mauch  Chunk ;  in  the  construction 
of  the  railroad  to  the  mines ;  in  getting  out  timber, 
sawing  lumber,  building  arks,  dwelling-houses,  and 
other  structures;  and  at  the  mines,  quarrying  and 
hauling  coal ;  with  other  hundreds  of  horses,  mules, 
and  oxen,  all  of  which  had  to  be  provided  for  through 
the  store.  Many  men  were  employed  in  the  forests 
getting  out  lumber,  and  at  other  points  at  considera- 
ble distance  from  Mauch  Chunk,  the  centre  of  opera- 
tions, where  all  came  for  their  pay  and  supplies. 
The  store  and  offices  were  kept  open  on  Sundays  as 
well  as  week-days  for  their  accommodation,  and  Sun- 
day was  often  the  busiest  day  of  the  week. 

To  manage  such  a  business,  keeping  the  stock  of 
goods  and  supplies  full,  with  the  facilities  for  trans- 
portation then  available, — by  wagons  from  a  city 
nearly  a  hundred  miles  distant, — required  ability, 
foresight,  and  energy,  which  Mr.  Foster  had  and  ex- 
ercised to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  the  company, 
while  the  attention  which  he  gave  personally  and  re- 
quired of  his  assistants  behind  the  counters  to  all  cus- 
tomers, made  them  all  his  friends  and  patrons. 

Prior  to  1831  the  company  owned  all  of  the  land 
and  houses  in  Mauch  Chunk,  but  about  that  time 
concluded  to  lay  out  the  town  in  lots  and  sell  them. 
The  plot  of  that  part  which  had  been  built  upon  was 
so  arranged  that  the  dwellings  were  upon  separate 
lots.  The  prices  asked  were  fair,  the  terms  of  pay- 
ment easy,  and  very  soon  nearly  all  of  the  lots — as 
well  those  built  upon  as  those  vacant — were  disposed 
of.  The  company  had,  however,  reserved  several 
parcels  which  the  acting  manager,  Mr.  White,  thought 
might  be  needed  for  their  own  use,  among  them  the 
corner  now  occupied  by  the  Lghigh  Valley  Railroad 
offices.  The  company  had  also  concluded  soon  to  re- 
linquish the  mercantile  business  to  private  enterprise, 
and  Mr.  Foster  was  very  desirous  to  purchase  the 
corner  lot  above  mentioned  for  the  purpose  of  erect- 
ing thereon  a  store  building.  His  application  for  it 
was  repeatedly  declined;  but,  to  settle  the  matter 
finally,  by  asking  for  it  what  he  thought  a  price  so 
high  that  no  purchaser  could  be  found,  Mr.  White 
named  six  hundred  dollars  as  the  very  lowest  figure. 
Mr.  Foster,  to  the  surprise  of  the  manager,  imme- 
diately accepted  the  offer,  and  with  Messrs.  Benjamin 
Rush  McConnell  and  James  Brodrick,  purchased  the 
lot  and  erected  a  store  upon  it. 

Previous  to  this  time  Mauch  Chunk  had  become 
widely  known,  and  its  coal-mines— then  a  great  nov- 
elty, its  wild  and  picturesque  location,  as  well  as  its 
wonderful  railroad,  then  the  only  one  in  the  United 
States — attracted  many  visitors.  Mr.  Foster  thought 
the  time  had  come  when  the  patronage  of  these  visi- 
tors and  the  many  now  interested  in  the  progress  of 
the  coal-trade  and  of  the  Lehigh  Company,  together 
with  the  local  patronage,  would  support  a  newspaper. 
The  business  of  the  company  also  required  a  large 
amount  of  job  printing.  Having  the  assurance  of 
Mr.   White  that  a  printing-office   would  have  the 
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company's  patronage,  Mr.  Foster  conferred  with  his 
friend,  Amos  Sisty,  then  an  apprentice  (nearly  out  of 
his  time)  to  the  printer's  trade  at  Berwiclv,  and  a 
young  man  of  superior  literary  ability,  with  the  re- 
sult that  he  paid  the  master  for  the  remainder  of  Mr. 
Sisty's  "  time,"  purchased  a  very  complete  outfit  for  a 
newspaper  and  job  printing-office,  and  while  retain- 
ing his  position  as  store-keeper  for  the  company,  com- 
menced, in  1829,  the  publication  of  the  Lehigh  Pioneer 
anil  Minich  Chiinl  Courici-,  with  Amos  Sisty  as  editor. 
The  investment  yielded  no  more  income  than  was 
necessary  to  moet  current  expenses,  although  the 
paper  was  ably  edited  and  will  compare  favorably, 
both  in  matter  and  typography,  with  the  newspapers 
of  half  a  century  later. 

The  ability  of  Mr.  Sisty  soon  attracted  the  attention 
of  other  journalists,  and  he  accepted  a  more  important 
and  lucrative  position  upon  a  Baltimore  paper.  The 
Pioneer  and  Courier  was,  however,  published  (in  later 
years  under  the  title  of  the  Mauch  Chunk  Courier) 
under  the  several  editorial  and  business  managements 
of  Mahlon  H.  Sisty  and  John  and  William  P.  I.  Pain- 
ter, until  about  the  year  1842,  when  Mr.  Foster  sold 
the  material  of  the  oiBce  to  Joseph  H.  Siewers,  who 
changed  the  name  to  the  Carbon  County  Transit.  A 
year  or  two  later,  Mr.  Siewers  sold  it  to  William  Reed, 
when  the  paper  came  again  under  the  control  of  Mr. 
Foster  for  a  short  time,  during  which  the  old  name 
was  revived ;  but  upon  again  changing  owners,  the 
name  was  again  changed  to  the  Mauch  Chunk  Oazette, 
under  which  name  it  is  now  published,  fifty-five  years 
after  the  Lehigh  Pioneer  and  Mauch  Chunk  Courier  first 
made  its  appearance. 

The  "  corner  store"  was  erected,  supplied  with 
goods,  and  business  commenced  about  the  time  that 
the  Beaver  Meadow  Railroad,  from  Beaver  Meadow 
to  Parryville,  and  the  "  Upper  Grand  Section"  of  the 
Lehigh  Navigation,  from  White  Haven  to  Mauch 
Chunk,  were  in  course  of  construction.  Mr.  Foster's 
abilities  as  a  merchant  were  again  called  into  action, 
this  store  becoming  the  principal  point  from  which 
supplies  for  the  army  of  men  employed  on  these  great 
works  were  drawn. 

There  were  no  such  facilities  as  there  are  now  for 
procuring  such  supplies  as  were  needed.  It  is  true, 
the  canal  was  finished  and  the  store  was  so  constructed 
that  a  boat,  loaded  with  goods,  could  be  floated  under 
it  and  unloaded  by  wheel  and  axle,  through  hatch- 
ways in  the  store-floors,  which  was  an  advance  upon 
the  old  plan  of  hauling  goods  from  the  city  in  wagons ; 
but  there  were  no  great  packing-houses  for  the  curing 
of  meats;  molasses  and  sugar  came  in  hogsheads. 
There  was  no  such  thing  as  browned  coff'ee  in  mar- 
ket, pepper  and  spices  came  in  bulk  and  unground. 
To  furnish  cured  meats,  droves  of  cattle  and  hogs 
were  purchased  and  slaughtered,  and  the  meats  packed 
in  barrels.  Flour  and  potatoes  were  purchased  by  the  I 
boat-load,  and  in  the  fall  in  quantities  sufiicient  for  \ 
the  demand  through  the  winter. 


Many  of  the  points  where  supplies  were  needed, 
along  the  navigation  and  railroad  in  course  of  con- 
struction, were  accessible  only  by  steep  roads  down  the 
mountain-sides.  To  some,  roads  could  not  be  made,  and 
from  the  nearest  accessible  point  supplies  had  to  be 
lowered  by  ropes.  To  reach  them  sugar  and  molasses 
were  transferred  from  hogsheads  into  barrels  or  smaller 
receptacles.  There  were  no  conveniences  for  brown- 
ing coff'ee  at  the  shanties.  This  the  store-keeper  had 
to  have  done,  spices  had  to  be  ground  and  packed 
and  many  other  things  done,  to  meet  the  emergency, 
all  of  which  was  so  satisfactorily  accomplished  at  the 
''  corner  store"  that  it  became  very  popular,  and  a 
flourishing  and  profitable  trade  was  the  result. 

The  store  was,  while  under  the  management  of  Mr. 
Foster,  at  first  owned  by  the  firm  of  McConnell,  Foster 
&  Brodrick,  then  Foster  &  Brodrick,  and  finally  owned 
by  Asa  L.  Foster  alone. 

Mr.  Foster  removed  from  Mauch  Chunk  in  1837  to 
engage  in  another  enterprise,  leaving  his  mercantile 
business  in  charge  of  one  of  his  salesmen,  Robert  Q. 
Butler,  to  be  closed  out,  and  soon  after  sold  the  lot 
and  buildings  to  Asa  Packer  ;  the  site  now  occupied, 
as  before  mentioned,  by  the  building  erected  since 
Judge  Packer's  decease,  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
Lehigh  Valley  Railroad  Company's  offices,  for  which 
purpose — except  the  "  corner"  of  the  first  floor  (which 
is  still  a  store),  and  three  rooms  of  the  same  floor 
fronting  on  Susquehanna  Street — it  is  now  used. 

Asa  L.  Foster,  by  his  intimate  social  relations  with 
Messrs.  White,  Hazard,  and  Isaac  A.  Chapman,  dur- 
ing his  connection  with  the  Lehigh  Company,  when 
coal,  in  all  of  its  aspects,  from  location  in  the  ground 
to  its  use  as  fuel,  was  the  leading  topic  of  study 
and  conversation,  had  made  himself  thoroughly  con- 
versant with  its  geology  and  the  surface  indications 
of  its  deposit.  Mr.  Chapman  had  also  given  the  sub- 
ject much  study,  with  the  advantage  of  several  years' 
longer  experience  in  this  and  other  localities. 

In  his  business  as  a  surveyor,  some  years  before  he 
entered  the  service  of  the  Lehigh  company,  Mr. 
Chapman  had  noticed  the  surface  indications  of  coal 
on  several  tracts  of  land  in  the  southeastern  part  of 
Luzerne  County,  which,  year  after  year,  had  been 
offered  for  sale  for  the  taxes  assessed  and  unpaid 
upon  them.  These  lands  were  of  little  value  as  tim- 
ber lands,  being  bleak  mountain  tops,  and  were  en- 
tirely inaccessible  to  market,  even  if  they  had  been 
covered  with  timber.  The  lands  which  Mr.  Chapman 
believed  contained  coal  were  at  his  suggestion  pur- 
chased at  tax  sale  by  him  and  Mr.  Foster,  as  partners, 
some  years  prior  to  their  becoming  residents  of 
Mauch  Chunk,  Mr.  Chapman  at  that  time  saying  to 
Mr.  Foster,  "  They  may  never  be  of  any  value  to  us, 
but,  being  coal-lands,  they  may  be  to  our  children." 

The  construction  of  the  slack-water  navigation 
from  Mauch  Chunk  to  White  Haven  brought  the 
product  of  these  lands  within  four  miles  of  an  avenue 
to  market,  and  in  1835  or  1836,  Mr.  Foster  (Mr.  Chap- 
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man  having  died)  went  to  see  them.  .  Finding  upon 
them  the  geological  formation  of  coal-lands,  as  Mr. 
Chapman  had  done  several  years  earlier,  he  made  ar- 
rangements for  proving  the  location  and  value  of  the 
coal  strata  by  shafting,  but  postponed  active  opera- 
tions for  a  time  when  he  could  more  conveniently 
give  them  his  personal  attention. 

The  progress  of  the  proposed  navigation  stimulated 
the  owners  of  lands  in  its  vicinity,  which  had  before 
been  considered  not  worth  the  taxes,  to  look  after 
them,  and  among  these  were  the  owners  of  the  origi- 
nal titles  to  the  lands  which  Messrs.  Chapman  and 
Foster  had  purchased.  This  led  to  much  correspond- 
ence, threats  of  lawsuits  based  upon  irregularities 
in  the  tax  sale,  and  precipitated  not  only  the  exami- 
nation of  the  lands  to  ascertain  their  value,  but  also 
the  desire  to  get  actual  occupancy  and  possession, 
which  Mr.  Foster,  in  the  interests  of  himself  and  the 
heirs  of  Isaac  A.  Chapman,  found  it  advisable  to  do 
in  the  winter  instead  of  the  following  summer,  as  had 
been  intended. 

Procuring  the  necessary  help,  he  cut  a  road  through 
the  forest  from  the  nearest  saw-mill,  two  and  a  half 
miles  distant,  built  a  small  house  or  shanty,  and  com- 
menced exploring  for  the  coal.  Although  there  was 
two  or  three  feet  of  snow  upon  the  ground,  the  land- 
marks which  he  had  made  during  his  visit  the  pre- 
vious summer  enabled  him  to  locate  his  point  of 
operations,  and  in  a  few  days  the  whole  Lehigh  region 
was  amazed  by  the  news  of  the  discovery  of  a  new 
coal  deposit. 

Mr.  Foster's  observations  while  in  that  neighbor- 
hood were  not  confined  to  his  own  land,  but,  having 
found  the  key,  he  unlocked  what  is  now  the  great 
Black  Creek  coal  basin,  and  obtained  knowledge 
which  many  men,  more  ambitious  and  less  scrupulous, 
could  have  turned  greatly  to  their  advantage. 

The  immediate  result  of  Mr.  Foster's  discovery  was 
the  organization  of  the  Buck  Mountain  Coal  Com- 
pany, of  which  he  was  appointed  superintendent,  and 
in  the  fall  of  1837,  having  had  a  log  house  built  on 
the  top  of  the  Buck  Mountain,  he  removed  his  family 
there,  and  for  a  year  or  more  continued  his  explora- 
tions, to  ascertain  the  depth  of  the  basin  and  the  lo- 
cation of  the  coal  strata,  with  a  view  to  the  best 
method  of  working  the  mines. 

A  tunnel  through  the  conglomerate  to  reach  the 
bottom  of  the  basin  was  finally  decided  upon,  and 
this,  with  four  miles  of  railroad,  including  two  in- 
clined planes  and  a  tunnel,  with  wharves,  etc.,  for 
shipping  at  Rockport,  Mr.  Foster,  with  two  others  as 
partners,  contracted  to  build,  taking  a  large  percent- 
age of  the  cost  of  the  work  in  the  bonds  of  the  com- 
pany. The  work  was  completed  and  one  boat-load  of 
coal  shipped  in  the  fall  of  1840. 

In  January,  1841,  the  Lehigh  navigation  was  de- 
stroyed by  a  great  flood,  and  Mr.  Foster  having  ex- 
hausted his  own  means  in  exchange  for  securities 
which  were  now  and  for  several  years  after  of  little 


market  value,  and  which  he  was  obliged  to  dispose  of 
at  a  great  sacrifice,  became  comparatively  a  poor 
man. 

He  remained  at  Buck  Mountain  and  Rockport  for 
a  year  or  two  after  the  navigation  was  rebuilt,  in  the 
employment  of  Carey  &  Long  and  E.  W.  Harlan, 
who  had  taken  the  contract  to  mine  and  deliver  coal 
into  boats,  and  in  the  fall  of  1844  returned  to  Mauch 
Chunk. 

Here,  for  a  short  time,  he  edited  and  published  the 
MaucJi  Chunk  Gouriir,  then  the  only  newspaper  in 
Mauch  Chunk,  and  afterwards,  in  partnership  with 
his  old  salesman  of  the  "  corner  store,''  Robert  Q. 
Butler,  obtained  a  contract  for  driving  one  of  the 
tunnels  in  Panther  Creek  Valley,  near  Summit  Hill, 
where  he  remained,  in  that  capacity  and  as  book- 
keeper and  financial  manager  for  Daniel  Bertsch, 
one  of  the  coal  contractors,  until  1855,  when  he  be- 
came a  partner  with  Messrs.  Sharpe,  Leisenring  & 
Co.,  afterwards  Sharpe,  Weiss  &  Co.,  in  the  lease 
and  opening  of  the  Council  Ridge  Colliery,  at  the 
eastern  end  of  the  great  Black  Creek  coal-basin,  and 
within  two  miles  of  the  place  where  twenty  years  be- 
fore he  had  developed  the  existence  of  coal  in  that 
locality. 

It  was  his  knowledge  of  the  resources  of  this  great 
coal-field,  and  their  confidence  in  Mr.  Poster's  judg- 
ment, that  induced  these  gentlemen  to  invest  all  of 
their  means  in  the  venture.  It  was  financially  suc- 
cessful, and  although,  like  many  pioneers  in  great 
projects,  Mr.  Foster  was  at  first  unfortunate,  unlike 
many  of  them  he  lived  to  participate  largely  in  the 
fruits  of  his  early  labors  and  enterprise. 

For  many  years  prior  to  his  decease,  Mr.  Foster  de- 
servedly enjoyed  a  reputation  second  to  that  of  no 
other  man  for  his  great  knowledge  of  the  geology  of 
the  anthracite  coal  formation,  and  for  his  excellent 
judgment  as  to  the  probable  position  of  the  coal  strata 
as  to  pitch,  depth,  and  axis  beneath  the  surface, — 
matters  of  vast  importance  in  fixing  the  proper  loca- 
tion for  openings  and  deciding  upon  the  best  plan  for 
the  working  of  mines.  As  an  expert  in  such  matters, 
his  services  were  often  requested  and  cheerfully  ren- 
dered, generally  without  compensation,  although,  in 
many  instances,  requiring  many  miles  of  fatiguing 
travel  on  foot  through  forests,  often  at  long  distances 
and  for  many  days'  absence  from  his  home. 

Asa  L.  Foster  was  an  eminently  progressive  man, 
manifesting  at  all  times  much  interest  in  every  meas- 
ure which  he  believed  to  be  for  the  welfare  of  the 
people,  both  general  and  local.  He  was  one  of  the 
earliest  advocates  of  the  common-school  system,  at 
a  time  when  that  now  popular  institution  had  few 
friends,  and  labored  earnestly  with  voice  and  pen 
for  its  adoption. 

He  was  a  careful  reader,  a  close  reasoner,  of  great 
foresight,  and  an  excellent  counselor  in  all  matters 
pertaining  to  the  progress  and  development  of  the 
great   mineral   and   other   resources   of  the   Lehigh 
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Valley.  In  friendly  and  intimate  social  I'slations 
with  their  chief  projectors,  and  particularly  so  with 
the  late  Hon.  Asa  Packer,  who,  we  learn  from  the  cor- 
respondence between  them,  often  sought  Mr.  Foster's 
advice  and  counsel,  and  was  encouraged  in  his  hours 
of  greatest  despondency  to  renewed  efforts  to  push  for- 
ward his  great  projects  to  completion. 

Mr.  Foster  was  a  sincere  Christian,  not  in  profession 
only,  but  he  carried  his  faith  into,  and  was  guided 
by,  its-precepts  in  all  of  his  social  and  business  rela- 
tions. Liberal  in  his  charities,  kind  and  sympathetic 
in  his  intercourse  with  high  and  humble  alike,  he  was 
one  who  constantly  gained  new  friends  and  never 
made  an  enemy. 

Asa  L.  Foster  died  at  Wilkesbarre  after  a  short 
illness,  contracted  while  on  a  visit  to  friends  there, 
on  the  9th  day  of  January,  1868,  in  the  seventy- 
first  year  of  his  age.  An  appropriate  monument 
and  memorial  marks  his  last  earthly  resting-place  in 
the  cemetery  at  Mauch  Chunk.  The  borough  of  Lans- 
ford,  in  Carbon  County,  and  the  township  of  Foster, 
in  Luzerne  County,  also  perpetuate  his  name  and 
memory. 


ASA    PACKER. 


Asa  Packer  was  born  in  Mystic,  Conn.,  on  the  29th 
of  December,  1805.  His  early  education  was  very 
limited,  being  only  such  as  was  taught  in  the  primi- 
tive district  schools  of  those  early  days.  On  attaining 
the  age  of  seventeen,  he  packed  all  his  worldly  pos- 
sessions, consisting  of  a  few  simple  articles  of  clothing, 
shouldered  his  small  bundle,  and  started  on  foot  to 
seek  his  fortune  in  the  great  world..  Trudging  along 
the  rugged  roads  of  that  early  time,  the  plucky  boy 
walked  the  entire  distance  in  the  land  of  "  blue  laws 
and  wooden  nutmegs"  to  Brooklyn,  Susquehanna  Co., 
Pa.  That  achievement  was  a  fair  index  of  Mr.  Pack- 
er's future.  The  boy  was  father  to  the  man.  Once 
determined  upon  a  course  of  action,  no  obstacles  de- 
terred him,  no  discouragements  shook  his  purpose,  no 
work  was  too  great  to  be  undertaken.  After  weeks  of 
weary  searching,  climbing  rocky  hills  and  toiling 
through  dusty  valleys,  through  sunshine  and  rain, 
hungry,  tired,  footsore,  the  lad  arrived  at  the  house  of 
his  cousin,  Mr.  Edward  Packer,  in  Brooklyn.  He 
was  a  house  carpenter,  and  under  his  tutelage  young 
Asa  determined  to  learn  that  trade.  He  began  work 
with  a  will,  and  with  his  characteristic  thoroughness 
he  became  a  first-class  workman.  No  man  in  the 
country  round  about  could  shove  a  plane  truer,  or  hit 
a  nail  on  the  head  with  more  precision,  than  youno- 
Asa  Packer.  When  the  years  of  his  apprenticeship 
had  expired  he  went  to  New  York  and  worked  a  year 
at  his  trade.  But  the  life  of  the  city  was  distasteful 
to  him,  and  returning  to  Susquehanna  County,  he 
settled  in  Springville  township.  There  he  pursued 
his  trade,  and  was  married  on  the  28d  of  January, 
1828,  to   Miss    Sarah    M.   Blakslee,  to   whom    were 


born  children ,-1-Lucy  Evelyn,  Mary  H.,  Robert  Asa, 
and   Harry  Eldred.      The  couple  soon  after  settled 
on  a  farm,  where  the  young  wife  proved  herself  a 
helpmate   indeed.     While  the   husband   plowed   his 
field,  gathered  his  crops,  or  plied  his  trade  at  such 
desultory  work  as  the  neighbors  needed,  the  wife  ad- 
ministered  her  household  aflairs  with  cheerfulness, 
energy,  neatness,  and  economy,  and  made  their  home 
a  model  of  comfort  and  happiness.    But  nature  yielded 
her  crops  scantily,  markets  were  distant,  and  the  re- 
turns small.     At  the  end  of  four  years  they  found 
themselves  nearly  as  poor  as  when  they  began.    Hear- 
ing that  men  were  wanted  to  run  coal-boats  on  the 
Lehigh  Canal,  which  had  just  been  opened,  in  the 
winter  of  1833,  Mr.  Packer  hitched   his   horse  to  a 
primitive  sled  and   drove  to  Mauch  Chunk,  with  a 
view  to  making  arrangements  to  engage  in  that  work. 
After   effecting  a  satisfactory  engagement  he  drove 
home,  and  remained,  closing  up  his  affairs  until  the 
opening  of  navigation.    He  then  returned,  walking  to 
Tunkhannock,  on  the  Susquehanna  River.     There  he 
boarded  a  raft,  rode  to  Berwick,  walked  the  remaining 
distance  to  Mauch  Chunk,  and  became  the  commander 
of  a  canal-boat.     Not  long  after  he  contracted  for  an 
additional  boat,  and  placed  it  in  charge  of  his  brother- 
in-law.     The  boating  business  paid,  so  much  so,  that 
at  the  end  of  two  years  he  was  able  to  retire  with  some 
capital  from  the  active  participation  therein,  though 
retaining  an  interest.     He  purchased  a  store,  situated 
on  the  banks  of  the  Lehigh,  and  made  his  brother-in- 
law  its  manager,  while  he  himself  established  a  boat- 
yard for   the  construction  of  canal-boats,  his  early 
training  as  a  carpenter  standing  him  in  good  stead. 
Prosperity  still   attended   him.     In  a  few  years  he 
placed  in  his  stores  a  stock  of  goods  which  cost  him 
twenty-five  thousand  dollars.     He  also  took  extensive 
contracts  for  building  on  the  Upper  Lehigh,  which  he 
finished  in  1836,  coming  out  with  handsome  profits. 
Mr.  Packer  was  then  a  rich  man  for  those  days.    The 
following  year,  with  his  brother,  Robert,  he  took  large 
contracts  to  build  boats  at  Pottsville,  Schuylkill  Co., 
for  the  direct  shipping  of  coal  to  New  York.    He  con- 
tinued in  business  at  this  point  for  three  years,  at  the 
end  of  which  time  the  partnership  was  dissolved,  Asa 
returning  to  Mauch  Chunk,  and  Robert  remaining  in 
Reading.     He  next  engaged  in  the  mining  and  ship- 
ping of  coal  from  the  Nesquehoning  and  other  mines. 
Thenceforward  Mr.  Packer's  career  was  marked  by 
an  unbroken  chain  of  prosperity,  the  result  of  his  own 
endeavors.    In  1852,  unaided  and  alone,  he  began  the 
gigantic  undertaking  of  building  the  Lehigh  Valley 
Railroad.     With  rare  foresight  he  foresaw  the  grand 
results  that  would  accrue  therefrom,  and  with  un- 
flinching courage  he  undertook  the  great  work.     He 
completed  the  road  in  1855,  meanwhile  jeopardizing 
his  entire  fortune,  but  eventually  overcoming  all  em- 
barrassments.    While  Mr.  Packer  accumulated  vast 
wealth,  he  administered  it  with  a  liberal  and  enlight- 
ened judgment.    While  benefiting  his  own  family,  he 
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was  public-spirited  and  enterprising,  as  a  friend,  loyal 
and  unselfish,  traits  that  inspired  many  tender  mem- 
ories on  the  occasion  of  his  death,  which  occurred  on 
the  1st  of  February,  1884,  in  his  thirty-fourth  year. 
He  was,  on  the  29th  of  August,  1872,  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Augusta  Lockhart,  daughter  of  the  late 
Alexander  Lockhart,  who  survives  him. 


HON.  JOHN    LEISENRING. 

Hon.  John  Leisenring,  Mauch  Chunk's  highly- 
esteemed  citizen  and  widely-known  business  man,  was 
born  in  1819,  at  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  his  paternal  ances- 
tors being  of  Saxon  descent,  and  his  maternal  ancestors 
Scotch.  His  great-grandfather  came  to  America  in 
1765,  and  settled  in  Whitehall  township,  Lehigh  Co., 
on  the  Lehigh  River,  in  a.d.  1765,  on  a  farm  bought 
from  the  original  proprietors,  while  the  native  In- 
dians still  occupied  that  portion  of  the  State.  This 
farm  still  remains  in  possession  of  his  descendants. 
The  judge's  father  was  a  morocco-dresser  in  Philadel- 
phia, which  business  he  left  to  engage  in  the  war  of 
1812.  In  1828  he  removed  with  his  family  to  Mauch 
Chunk,  where  the  family  has  since  resided.  His  edu- 
cation was  directed  with  special  reference  to  the  pro- 
fession of  civil  engineering,  which  he  adopted  at  an 
early  age,  under  the  direction  of  E.  A.  Douglass, 
principal  engineer  of  the  Lehigh  Coal  and  Naviga- 
tion Company,  then  controlled  by  Josiah  White  and 
Erskine  Hazard,  who  were  engaged  in  constructing  a 
slack-water  navigation  of  the  Lehigh  Eiver,  from 
Mauch  Chunk  to  White  Haven,  and  also  in  building 
a  railroad  from  White  Haven  to  Wilkesbarre.  John 
Leisenring,  at  the  age  of  seventeen  years,  had  full 
charge  of  a  division  of  the  canal  and  railroad,  while 
George  Law  and  Asa  Packer  were  contractors  on  the 
same  division,  and  he  remained  in  charge  until  its 
completion.  After  completing  this  work  the  Morris 
Canal  Company,  who  were  then  enlarging  their  canal 
from  Easton  to  Jersey  City,  through  their  chief 
engineer,  secured  his  services  as  assistant,  and  he  was 
placed  in  charge  of  the  division  between  Dover,  N.  J. 
and  Jersey  City.  He  was  also  engaged  in  locating 
and  surveying  the  railroad  now  known  as  the  Belvi- 
dere  Delaware  Railroad,  in  which  work  he  was  asso- 
ciated with  E.  A.  Douglass  and  Gen.  H.  M.  Negley, 
who  now  resides  in  California. 

About  this  time  he  engaged  in  the  coal  business, 
then  in  its  infancy,  which  he  saw  was  to  be  the  con- 
trolling business  of  the  region.  He  also  built  Sharp 
Mountain  planes,  on  the  property  of  the  Lehigh  Coal 
and  Navigation  Company,  for  conveying  the  coal 
which  he  and  others  mined.  This  interesting  en- 
sjineering  feature,  which,  christened  the  Switchback 
Railroad,  after  being  used  for  many  years,  was  aban- 
doned at  the  completion  of  the  Nesquehoning  Valley 
Railroad  tunnel  into  the  Panther  Creek  Valley. 
In  1854  he  removed  from  Ashton,  now  Lansford    I 


Carbon  Co.,  where  he  had  lived  for  nine  years,  to 
Eckly,  Luzerne  Co.,  where  he  opened  the  Council 
Ridge  mines,  which  are  now  operated  by  him,  as  well  as 
many  other  mines  in  the  same  locality,  he  being  spe- 
cially identified  with  the  production  of  coal  from  the 
Buck  Mountain  vein,  producing  in  1881,  in  all,  about 
one  million  tons.  He  organized,  and  is  still  president 
of,  the  Upper  Lehigh  Coal  Company,  known  as  one  of 
the  most  successful  mining  companies  in  the  country. 
On  the  death  of  E.  A.  Douglass,  in  1859,  he  was 
chosen  as  his  successor  in  charge  of  the  works  of  the 
Lehigh  Coal  and  Navigation  Company,  during  which 
the  navigation  from  White  Haven  down  was  almost 
totally  destroyed  by  the  great  freshet  of  June,  in 
1862.  The  works  from  Mauch  Chunk  to  Easton  were 
repaired  with  wonderful  rapidity,  and  the  judge's 
energy  and  efficiency  in  their  construction  was  on  all 
hands  commended. 

The  navigation  from  White  Haven  to  Mauch  Chunk 
was  not  restored,  because,  in  the  judgment  of  the  sub- 
ject of  this  article,  the  destruction  to  life  and  property 
was  so  great  as  to  be  sufficient  ground  for  declining 
to  incur  the  risk  of  a  repetition,  and  in  order  to  retain 
the  business  he  suggested  and  recommended  the  build- 
ing of  a  railroad  between  the  same  points. 

After  completing  this  work,  which  gave  the  com- 
pany a  line  of  railroad  from  Wilkesbarre  to  Mauch 
Chunk,  Mr.  Leisenring  saw  that  to  secure  the  full 
benefit  of  this  road  it  would  be  necessary  to  have  a 
railroad  from  Mauch  Chunk  to  Easton,  to  connect 
with  roads  in  New  Jersey,  so  that  the  operations  of 
the  company  need  not  be  suspended  during  the  winter 
months,  but  that  business  could  go  on  continuously. 
In  carrying  out  this  plan,  which  was  promptly  adopted 
by  the  company,  the  road  was  laid  out  and  completed 
with  steel  rails,  which  were  the  first  importation  of 
any  consequence,  and  the  whole  fifty  miles  are  still  in 
use  and  doing  good  service,  showing  the  forethought 
and  sound  judgment  of  its  promoter. 

The  iron  bridges  crossing  the  two  rivers,  Lehigh 
and  Delaware,  at  Easton  have  been  considered  a 
masterly  piece  of  engineering,  both  in  their  location 
and  construction.  In  view  of  the  large  business  which 
he  expected  from  the  Wyoming  region,  he  designed 
and  built  three  inclined  planes,  which  were  used  to 
raise  the  coal  from  the  Wyoming  Valley,  a  perpen- 
dicular height  of  about  one  thousand  feet,  divided  in 
planes  of  about  a  mile  in  length  each.  These  planes 
are  constructed  with  a  capacity  to  raise  two  thousand 
cars,  or  ten  thousand  to  twelve  thousand  tons,  daily, 
at  a  cost  of  but  little  more  than  the  minimum  cost 
per  mile  of  transportation  on  a  railroad  of  ordinary 
grade,  thus  saving  to  the  company  over  four-fifths  of 
the  cost  of  hauling  the  same  coal  in  cars  by  locomo- 
tives, as  it  would  have  required  over  thirteen  miles  of 
railroad  to  overcome  the  same  elevation.  These  are 
thought  to  be  the  most  effective  planes  in  the  world. 

Having  brought  to  a  successful  issue  all  these  plans 
for  the  Lehigh  Coal  and  Navigation  Company's  canals 
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and  railroad,  the  increasing  cares  of  his  various  en- 
terprises made  it  necessary  for  him  to  resign  the 
active  charge  of  the  Lehigh  Coal  and  Navigation 
Company's  extended  business;  and  the  company 
being  loath  to  lose  his  services,  urged  upon  his  ac- 
ceptance the  position  of  consulting  engineer  and 
member  of  the  board  of  managers,  which  latter  posi- 
tion he  still  holds. 

About  this  time  there  came  a  struggle  among  trans- 
porting companies  to  secure  control  of  coal  lands,  in 
which,  owing  to  his  well-known  familiarity  with  the 
geological  formations  in  the  coal  regions,  Mr.  Leisen- 
ring  was  invited  to  join  the  Central  Eailroad  Com- 
pany of  New  Jersey,  of  which  he  was  elected  a 
director,  and  whose  terminal  facilities  were  such  as 
to  enable  them  to  compete  successfully  for  a  large 
business.  A  lease  was  secured  by  the  Central  Eail- 
road Company  of  New  Jersey  of  the  canal  and  roads 
of  the  Lehigh  Coal  and  Navigation  Company,  se- 
curing thereby  the  tonnage  of  the  mines  owned  by 
that  company  and  others,  including  those  of  the 
Wilk'esbarre  Coal  and  Iron  Company.  The  mines 
of  the  latter  company,  together  with  other  purchases, 
were  merged  into  the  property  of  the  company,  now 
known  as  the  Lehigh  and  Wilkesbarre  Coal  and  Iron 
Company.  In  gathering  these  properties  the  advice 
and  counsel  of  Mr.  Leisenring  was  sought,  and  he 
selected  the  lands,  which  are  now  conceded  to  be  as 
valuable  as  any,  and  to  be  the  finest  body  of  con- 
nected coal  land  owned  by  any  of  the  corporations 
in  the  same  neighborhood,  and  having  all  of  the  best 
veins  of  coal  in  perfection. 

Mr.  Leisenring  was  also  a  director  of  this  latter 
company,  and  was  appointed  its  consulting  engineer. 
He  originated  the  Lehigh  and  Luzerne  Coal  Com- 
pany, which  purchased  three  thousand  acres  of  excel- 
lent coal  land  in  Newport  township,  Luzerne  Co.,  and 
was  made  its  president,  which  office  he  continued 
until  the  property  passed  into  the  possession  of  the 
Lehigh  Coal  and  Navigation  Company  by  an  advan- 
tageous sale.  This  property  afterward  was  merged 
into  the  Lehigh  and  Wilkesbarre  Coal  and  Iron 
Company.  The  near  approach  of  the  time  when  the 
anthracite  coal  fields  would  be  unable  to  supply  the 
increasing  demands  made  upon  them,  and  the  neces- 
sity of  providing  new  avenues  for  business  operations, 
led  him  to  the  consideration  of  coke  as  a  fuel  for  the 
manufacture  of  iron,  steel,  and  other  manufactures. 
With  this  end  in  view  an  examination  was  made  of 
several  tracts,  from  which  he  and  his  associates  se- 
lected the  property  which  now  belongs  to  the  Con- 
nellsville  Coke  and  Iron  Company. 

The  Connellsville  coking-coal  basin  is  about  thirty 
miles  long,  by  an  average  of  two  and  one-half  miles 
wide. 

The  company's  property  occupies  about  six  miles 
in  length  of  the  heart  of  this  basin,  covering  eight 
thousand  five  hundred  acres  of  land,  every  foot  of 
which  contains  the  celebrated  seam  of  coking-coal. 


These  facts,  together  with  other  advantages,  demon- 
strate the  great  value  of  this  company's  estate.  Judge 
Leisenring  is  president  of  the  board  of  directors. 

After  the  dissolution  of  the  Carbon  Iron  Company, 
at  Parry  ville,  in  1876,  which  was  caused  by  the  finan- 
cial panic  of  1873,  Judge  Leisenring,  together  with 
others,  bought  in  the  property  and  organized  the 
Carbon  Iron  and  Pipe  Company,  which  has  since  been 
doing  a  prosperous  business. 

Among  the  more  recent  and  extensive  enterprises 
he  has  engaged  in  is  the  organization  of  the  Virginia 
Coal  and  Iron  Company,  in  1881,  under  the  laws  of 
the  State  of  Virginia,  he  being  elected  president  of 
the  same. 

The  property  bought  by  this  company  embraces 
one  hundred  thousand  acres  of  land  located  in  Vir- 
ginia, near  the  Tennessee  and  Kentucky  borderlines, 
covering  a  fine  agricultural  country,  and  containing 
large  quantities  of  hematite  and  fossil  iron  ore,  to- 
gether with  six  veins  of  different  varieties  of  coal, 
among  others  a  rich  vein  of  cannel  coal,  which  until 
late  years  was  imported  and  sold  at  an  exorbitant 
price.  There  is  enough  coal  above  the  water-level  on 
this  land  alone  to  supply  the  market  with  one  million 
tons  a  year  for  one  thousand  years.  It  also  contains 
large  quantities  of  valuable  black-walnut  and  white- 
oak.  In  the  following  j^ear  the  Holsten  Steel  and  Iron 
Company  was  organized,  with  Judge  Leisenring  as 
president,  its  object  being  to  utilize  the  products  of  the 
above  company  in  preparing  them  for  market.  They 
are  now  building  a  narrow-gauge  railroad  from  Bristol, 
Tenn.,  sixty-five  miles  long,  which  when  completed 
will  give  them  an  outlet  for  their  products.  He  is 
also  owner  of  a  tract  of  land  that  contains  large  beds 
of  Tennessee  marble,  and  one  of  the  originators  and 
heaviest  stockholders  of  the  Slienandoah  National 
Bank,  which  has  just  been  incorporated. 

In  the  year  1861,  Mr.  Leisenring  returned  to  Mauch 
Chunk,  taking  up  his  abode  in  his  present  beautiful 
residence,  which,  together  with  its  desirable  location 
and  handsomely  laid-out  and  well-cared-for  grounds, 
places  it  among  the  most  elegant  homes  in  the  State. 

Being  a  man  of  generous  heart,  his  acts  of  kind- 
ness and  benevolence  have  been  many.  His  sympa- 
thies and  assistance  have  always  been  with  the  citizens 
of  Mauch  Chunk  in  their  hour  of  need,  or  when  any 
public  improvement  was  desired.  In  him  we  have  a 
man  who  is  universally  esteemed,  honored,  and  re- 
spected by  all  who  know  him.  He  has  no  desire  for 
political  advancement,  preferring  the  more  congenial 
walks  of  private  life,  though  he  accepted  the  office  of 
associate  judge,  to  which  he  was  elected  in  1871,  for 
a  five-year  term,  by  a  very  handsome  majority.  The 
Republican  State  Convention,  which  met  at  Harris- 
burg,  Pa.,  May  16,  1884,  showed  its  appreciation  of 
a  trusted  member  of  the  party  and  citizen  of  the  com- 
monwealth by  placing  his  name  at  the  head  of  the 
list  of  Presidential  electors. 

He  married,  on  May  12,  1844,  Caroline,   eldest 
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daughter  of  Daniel  and  Katherine  Bertsch,  five 
children  being  the  issue  of  their  union,  three  daugh- 
ters and  two  sons. 


JAMBS  I.  BLAKSLEE. 

Mr.  Blakslee  is  of  Scotch  antecedents,  his  parents 
being  Zopher  and  Abigail  Taylor  Blakslee,  who  re- 
sided in  Susquehanna  County,  Pa.,  though  the  former 
was  a  native  of  Vermont.  Among  their  ten  children 
was  James  I.,  born  Feb.  10,  1815,  in  Susquehanna 
County,  where  his  youth  until  eighteen  was  spent 
upon  the  farm  of  his  father,  amid  the  varied  employ- 
ments of  a  farmer's  son,  alternating  with  periods  at 
the  neighboring  country  school.  In  1838  he  removed 
with  his  brother-in-law,  Asa  Packer,  to  Mauch  Chunk, 
and  devoted  the  first  two  years  to  the  occupation  of  a 
boatman  on  the  Lehigh  Canal.  The  four  years  fol- 
lowing were  spent  as  clerk  in  a  country  store,  after 
which,  in  1839,  he  engaged  in  the  mining  and  ship- 
ping of  coal  in  Schuylkill  County.  Returning  again 
to  Mauch  Chunk  in  1844,  from  that  date  until  the 
beginning  of  the  construction  of  the  Lehigh  Valley 
Railroad,  in  1851,  Mr.  Blakslee  was  engaged  in  the 
preparation  and  shipping  of  coal  from  the  Nesque- 
honing  mines,  worked  by,  Messrs.  Mapes,  Packer  & 
Harlan,  under  contract  with  the  Lehigh  Coal  and 
Navigation  Company.  He  also  superintended  the 
building  of  what  is  known  as  the  "Stone  Row,"  in 
Mauch  Chunk,  and  "  Packer's  Corner,"  a  building 
occupied  by  Judge  Packer  previous  to  the  erection 
of  the  mansion  where  he  subsequently  resided,  and 
where  his  death  occurred. 

Mr.  Blakslee  assisted  in  the  construction  of  the 
Lehigh  Valley  Railroad,  and  was  conductor  of  the 
first  coal-train  that  ran  over  the  road,  subsequently 
acting  as  conductor  for  eight  years  of  a  passenger- 
train  on  the  same  road.  In  the  spring  of  1863  he  was 
made  superintendent  of  the  Mahanoy  Division  of  the 
Lehigh  Valley  Railroad,  which  position  he  still 
holds.  In  1871  he  was  elected  and  still  ofiiciates  as 
president  of  the  Montrose  Railroad,  extending  from 
Tunkhannock,  Wyoming  Co.,  to  Montrose,  Susque- 
hanna Co.,  the  construction  of  which  he  personally 
superintended.  He  was  in  1878  elected  a  director 
of  the  Lehigh  Valley  Railroad,  and  has  been  for 
years  a  member  of  the  executive  committee  of  its 
board  of  directors.  Mr.  Blakslee  during  much  of 
his  life  has  been  identified  with  important  business 
enterprises,  which  have  not,  however,  so  absorbed  his 
attention  as  to  make  him  indi liferent  to  the  prosperity 
of  his  home.  He  has  manifested  reasonable  public 
spirit  in  his  sympathy  with  the  interests  of  JIauch 
Chunk,  and,  as  a  trustee  of  Lehigh  University,  exerts 
his  influence  in  favor  of  education.  He  is  also  a 
trustee  of  the  estate  of  the  late  Asa  Packer,  having 
been  appointed  to  fill  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the 
death  of  H.  E.  Packer.     He  is  in  politics  a  Demo- 


crat, and,  though  indifierent  to  official  honors,  was  in 
1851  elected  treasurer  of  Carbon  County.  He  is  in 
his  religious  faith  an  Episcopalian,  and  has  been 
since  1846  a  vestryman  of  St.  Mark's  Protestant 
Episcopal  Church,  and  also  a  member  of  the  standing 
committee  of  the  diocese.  Mr.  Blakslee  was  married 
in  April,  1838,  to  Caroline,  daughter  of  Charles  Ash- 
ley, of  Grant  County,  Wis.,  and  formerly  of  Susque- 
hanna County,  Pa. 


ROBERT  KLOTZ. 
Jacob  Klotz,  the  great-grandfather  of  Robert  Klotz, 
came  to  America  in  the  year  1749  from  Wiirtemberg, 
Germany,  and  settled  in  Lowhill  township,  North- 
ampton (now  Lehigh)  Co.,  Pa.,  and  as  early  as  1767 
located  lands  there.  His  son,  John,  a  few  years  later, 
married  Fronia  Crous,  and  also  located  lands  in  the 
same  township,  where  he  lived  during  his  lifetime, 
and  where  his  death  occurred.  Christian  Klotz,  a  son 
of  the  latter,  was  born  in  1789,  and  about  the  year 
1814  left  his  native  township  and  soon  after  settled  in 
Mahoning  township,  now  Carbon  County.  Here,  in 
1816,  he  married  Elizabeth,  the  daughter  of  Robert 
MacDaniel,  whose  wife  \vas  Elizabeth  Hicks,  a  Quak- 
eress. Robert  Klotz,  their  second  son,  and  the  subject 
of  this  biographical  sketch,  was  born  in  Northampton 
(now  Carbon)  County,  Pa.,  Oct.  27,  1819.  He  re- 
ceived only  such  education  as  the  winter  country 
schools  afforded,  with  the  exception  of  six  months  at 
a  private  school  in  Easton,  after  his  twenty-third 
year.  He  utilized  his  spare  opportunities  so  success- 
fully that,  at  the  age  of  twenty-four,  he  was  elected 
the  first  Register  and  Recorder  of  Carbon  County. 
In  1846  he  enlisted  for  the  Mexican  war  as  lieutenant 
of  Company  K,  Second  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  and 
was  afterwards  made  adjutant  of  same  regiment,  under 
Col.  John  W.  Geary,  serving  at  Vera  Cruz,  first  and 
second  battles  of  Cerro  Gordo,  at  the  National  Bridge, 
Huamantla  (where  Walker  fell),  and  at  Puebla  (to 
relieve  Col.  Reilly,  who  was  surrounded  by  Santa 
Anna's  forces),  and  in  other  engagements.  In  the 
engagement  at  the  second  battle  of  Cerro  Gordo  he 
is  honorably  mentioned  in  the  War  Department  Rec- 
ords, No.  411,  by  the  commanding  officer  in  the 
1  affair,  and  to  his  experience  and  enthusiasm  is  due 
mainly  the  success,  as  is  alleged  by  the  officers  and 
I  men,  in  the  warm  engagement  of  the  National  Bridge, 
;  in  August,  1847.  Lieut.  Alonzo  Loring,  of  Wheeling, 
I  Va.,  who  served  with  him  in  that  memorable  charge, 
,  is  well  known  to  the  writer,  and  is  also  honorably 
i  mentioned  in  the  War  Records.  It  was  here  that 
I  Lieut.  Klotz  was  placed  under  arrest  for  disobedience 
of  orders,  the  disobedience  consisting  in  refusing, 
together  with  Lieut.  George  Decatur  Twiggs,  to  obey 
orders  to  spike  the  cannon,  which  they  two  were  man- 
ning, and  retreat.     Klotz's  reply  was,  " ,  I  didn't 

come  to  Mexico  to  spike  cannon."     Poor  Twiggs  had 
just  fallen  at  the  piece.    Klotz  was  relieved  the  next 
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morning  and  sent  with  the  command  to  dislodge  the 
enemy  at  the  affair  at  Cerro  Gordo.  On  his  return 
home,  in  1848,  he  was  elected  to  the  Pennsylvania 
Legislature,  and  re-elected  in  1849.  In  1854  he  re- 
moved to  Kansas  by  especial  invitation  of  Governor 
Eeeder,  located  the  town  of  Pawnee,  and  was  elected 
president  of  its  building  association.  He  helped  to 
build  the  first  hotel  in  Leaveuworth — the  old  Shaw- 
nee House — in  the  fall  of  1854,  and  in  1855  built  the 
first  hotel  in  Western  Kansas,  at  Pawnee.  This 
house  was  the  stopping-place  of  both  parties  to  the 
celebrated  Free  State  discussion  in  Kansas  in  those 
early  days,  and  in  lively  controversy  frequently  met 
around  his  hospitable  board  Jim  Lane,  Eeeder,  String- 
fellow,  Woodson,  Atchison,  Conway,  Gen.  Coffee,  and 
all  the  leading  spirits  of  the  then  struggling  Territory 
of  Kansas,  when  the  first  session  of  the  Legislature 
adjourned  from  Shawnee  Mission  to  Pawnee. 

He  was  a  member  of  the  Topeka  Constitutional 
Convention,  being  the  first  signer  of  that  constitution, 
and,  after  its  adoption,  was  appointed,  as  a  Democrat, 
Secretary  of  State,  to  fill  the  vacancy  occasioned  by 
the  absence  of  Hon.  Philip  C.  Schuyler,  under  Gov- 
ernor Eobinson's  administration.  In  1856  he  was 
one  of  the  celebrated  "  Committee  of  Safety"  to  pro- 
tect the  State  from  invasion,  and  was  appointed  brig- 
adier-general of  the  State  troops  at  Lawrence,  where 
he  was  associated  with  Maj.  G.  W.  Dietzler,  Gaius 
Jenkins,  Governor  Charles  Eobinson,  and  others. 

He  was  one  of  the  important  factors  in  the  selec- 
tion of  Topeka  as  the  capital  of  the  State,  having  by 
his  personal  influence  carried  the  entire  western  por- 
tion of  Kansas  in  favor  of  that  place,  and  other 
important  measures  then  pending. 

He  returned  to  his  native  State  in  1857,  and  in 
1859  was  elected  treasurer  of  Carbon  County.  At  the 
breaking  out  of  the  Eebellion,  in  1861,  he  engaged  in 
the  United  States  service  for  three  months  under  Gen. 
Patterson.  In  1862  he  was  made  colonel  of  the  Nine- 
teenth Pennsylvania  Eegiment  (organized  September 
15th  and  discharged  September  27th  of  the  same 
year),  serving,  among  other  places,  at  Chambersburg 
"in  the  emergency." 

Mr.  Klotz  has  been  a  busy  man  all  his  matured  life, 
having  had  constantly  on  hand  from  one  to  half  a 
dozen  commercial  enterprises.  At  present  he  is  one 
of  the  trustees  of  the  Lehigh  University,  at  Bethle- 
hem, one  of  the  board  of  managers  of  the  Laflin  & 
Eand  Powder  Company,  of  New  York,  besides  having 
various  enterprises  under  his  supervision  and  presi- 
dency. 

One  of  the  Mexican  veterans  himself,  and  one  of 
the  vice-presidents  for  Pennsylvania  of  the  "  National 
Association  of  Mexican  Veterans"  ever  since  its  or- 
ganization, he  has  evidenced  his  interest  in  the  wel- 
fare of  his  old  comrades  by  his  ceaseless  activity  in 
their  behalf  in  and  out  of  Congress.  During  the 
extra  session  of  the  Forty-sixth  Congress  he  prepared 
and  introduced  a  bill  for  pensioning  surviving  soldiers. 


or  the  families  of  deceased  soldiers,  of  the  Mexican 
war.  The  bill  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions, who,  during  the  present  session,  have  presented 
a  bill  embodying  its  main  features.  His  chief  legis- 
lative efforts  have  been  to  benefit  the  soldiers  of  the 
United  States,  as,  indeed,  have  all  his  activities  been 
engaged  in  any  capacity  he  has  filled. 

Mr.  Klotz  has  ever  been  a  stanch  Democrat.  As  a 
Democrat  he  was  elected  to  the  Forty-sixth  Congress 
from  the  Eleventh  Pennsylvania  District,  in  one  of 
its  most  hotly-contested  political  battles,  receiving 
8211  votes,  against  8116  for  the  Republican,  5173  for 
the  Greenback,  and  4345  for  the  Independent  Demo- 
cratic candidate.  On  his  re-election  for  the  succeed- 
ing term  (Forty-seventh  Session),  he  received  a  ma- 
jority of  8347,  instead  of  95,  as  in  the  preceding 
campaign.  As  a  congressman  he  was  bold,  practical, 
and  industrious,  more  of  a  worker  than  a  speaker, 
and  respected  for  his  sound,  practical  views.  He 
was  on  the  Committee  on  Mines  and  Mining,  having 
in  their  charge  the  mineral  developments  of  the  great 
West ;  also  for  four  years  on  the  Committee  of  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  one  of  the  most  important,  and 
hence  most  laborious,  committees  in  Congress,  his 
well-known  characteristics  of  industry,  practicability, 
and  unswerving  fidelity  being  the  inducements  to  his 
appointment  thereon. 

Mr.  Klotz  was  in  1849  married  to  Miss  Sallie  A., 
daughter  of  Col.  John  Lentz  and  his  wife,  Mary 
Loeser,  of  Carbon  County.  They  have  one  child,  a 
son,  Lentz  Edmund,  who  is  married  to  Miss  Emma  E., 
daughter  of  Hon.  Joseph  Laubach,  of  Bethlehem,  Pa., 
and  resides  in  Mauch  Chunk.  Their  son  is  Eobert 
Klotz. 


DANIEL    BERTSCH. 

Daniel  Bertsch  was  born  in  December,  1801,  and 
spent  the  early  part  of  his  life  at  Lockport,  North- 
ampton Co.,  Pa.,  where  his  parents  resided.  After 
receiving  a  limited  education  he  learned  the  trade  of 
a  blacksmith,  and  for  several  years  followed  it.  He 
made  Mauch  Chunk  his  residence  in  1826,  and  on 
abandoning  his  craft  was  employed  on  the  construc- 
tion of  the  works  of  the  Lehigh  Coal  and  Navigation 
Company  between  Mauch  Chunk  and  Easton.  He 
afterward  received  a  contract  for  a  portion  of  the 
works  between  Mauch  Chunk  and  White  Haven,  and 
other  contracts  from  the  Lehigh  and  Susquehanna 
Eailroad  for  the  construction  of  a  part  of  the  road 
between  White  Haven  and  Wilkesbarre.  Mr.  Bertsch 
continued  the  business  of  contracting  until  1845, 
when  he  engaged  in  the  mining  of  coal  by  contract  at 
Summit  Hill  for  the  Lehigh  Coal  and  Navigation 
Company,  and  continued  thus  employed  until  1865, 
when  the  company  decided  upon  the  working  of  their 
own  mines.  Mr.  Bertsch  was  married  to  Miss  Cath- 
erine Solt,  to  whom  were  born  two  sons — Daniel  and 
John — and  three  daughters, — Caroline,  wife  of  Hon. 
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John  Leisenring,  who  died  in  September,  1879  ;  Em- 
eline,  wife  of  James  A.  Polk,  and  Harriet,  wife  of  S. 
B.  Price.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bertsch  and  their  deceased 
daughter  were  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church 
of  Mauch  Chunk.  The  death  of  Mr.  Bertsch  occurred 
Feb.  20,  1877. 

NATHAN    D.  CORTRIQHT. 

Nathan  D.  Cortright  was  born  at  Beach  Grove, 
Salem  township,  Luzerne  Co.,  Pa.,  Feb.  11,  1817. 
His  ancestors  originally  emigrated  from  England, 
settling  in  New  York  State,  on  the  Hudson,  from 
where  they  moved  to  the  Wyoming  Valley,  being 
among  the  first  settlers  of  that  rich  and  inviting  soil. 
His  maternal  great-grandfather,  Thomas  Dodaon,  was 
a  soldier,  and  lived  in  the  time  of  the  Eevolutionary 
and  Indian  wars.  In  one  of  their  engagements  he 
was  taken  prisoner  by  the  British  soldiers  and  carried 
into  Canada.  Some  time  afterward  he  was  exchanged 
or  released.  He  endured  great  hardships  during  his 
captivity,  having  to  return  to  his  home  through  hos- 
tile Indian  lands,  traveling  the  whole  distance  on 
foot  by  the  Indian  path. 

Soon  after  peace  was  restored,  his  son,  Thomas 
Dodson,  volunteered  the  hazardous  task  of  going  to 
Canada  on  horseback  to  bring  home  Miss  Abigail 
Dodson,' who  was  kept  a  prisoner  by  an  Indian  chief- 
tain, having  been  taken  prisoner  along  with  the  Gil- 
bert family  from  Gnadenhiitten  during  the  Indian 
wars.  He  succeeded  in  rescuing  her,  and  brought  her 
safely  to  her  family  and  friends.  This  was  considered 
a  daring  feat,  and  her  relations  ever  held  him  in  high 
esteem  for  this  act  of  humanity.  Mr.  Cortright's  pa- 
ternal grandfather,  Elisha  Cortright,  was  among  the 
pioneer  settlers  of  the  Wyoming  Valley,  and  during 
the  trying  scenes  of  the  Revolution  and  Indian  wars 
endured  the  hardships  incident  to  that  period.  Being 
sick  with  a  prevalent  fever  at  the  time  of  the  battle 
of  Wyoming,  or  which  is  more  popularly  known  as 
the  "  Wyoming  Massacre,"  July  8,  1778,  his  brother, 
John  Cortright,  served  in  his  stead,  and  was  killed. 
His  name  is  inscribed  on  the  monument  at  Wyoming, 
placed  in  memory  of  those  who  fell  at  that  perilous 
time. 

After  the  struggle  between  the  Pennsylvania  settlers 
and  the  Connecticut  claimants,  Elisha  Cortright 
moved  to  Beach  Grove,  bought  lands,  and  made  a 
settlement.  He  married  Huldah,  daughter  of  An- 
drew Diugman,  of  Dingman's  Ferry,  Pike  Co.,  Pa. 
His  son,  Isaac  Cortright,  father  of  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  was  born  in  Hanover,  Luzerne  Co.,  in  1776, 
and  removing  with  his  parents  to  Beach  Grove,  Salem 
township,  in  the  same  county,  in  1786,  grew  to  man- 
hood's years  at  that  place. 

He  subsequently  married  Mary,  daughter  of  Thomas 
Dodson,  and  engaged  in  farming  pursuits  through  a 
long  and  active  life.  For  fifty-two  years  his  wife  and 
be  lived  together  in  the  same  house,  surrounded  by 


many  friends,  in  a  Christian  community,  with  good 
schools,  and    in   a  neighborhood  where   peace   and 
social  contentment  reigned,  his  farm  bordering  on  the 
west  side  of  the  beautiful  and  historic  Susquehanna. 
They  were   blessed  with   eight  children,  namely, — 
Elisha  D.,  Mabel  D.,  Nancy  A.,  Thomas  D.,  Huldah 
D.,  Nathan  D.,  Abram  D.,  Rachel  B., — Nathan  D. 
being  the  sixth  in  succession.    His  early  life  was  passed 
upon  his  father's  farm,  enjoying  at  the  same  time  the 
benefits  of  such  education   as  was  imparted  at  the 
Cortright  school-house,  which  was   located   upon   a 
plot  of  ground  donated  by  Elisha  Cortright  for  edu- 
cational and  church  purposes.     At  the  age  of  nine- 
teen he  removed  to  Beaver  Meadow,  Carbon  Co.,  and 
in  the  spring  of  1836  secured  a  position  in  the  corps 
of  engineers  of  A.  Pardee  and  J.  G.  Fell,  civil  engi- 
neers, who  were   engaged    in   building  the   Beaver 
Meadow,. Hazleton  and  Summit  Railroads.     In  the 
winter  of  1838-39  he  was  appointed  the  general  ship- 
ping and  boat  agent  of  the  Hazleton  Coal  Company, 
and  in  1842  was  made  superintendent  of  the  same 
company,  under  the  direction  of  Dr.  Samuel  Moore, 
president,  holding  that  important  position  continu- 
ously until  1857.     This  company  during  that  period 
was  one  of  the  strongest  coal  organizations  in  the 
State.     Its  transactions,  though  numerous  and  varied, 
were  carried  on  with  the  strictest  integrity,  even  amid 
the  most  threatening  financial  storms,  and  it  may  be 
truthfully  said  that  some  portion  of  this  success  and 
prosperity  were  due  to  the  fidelity,  executive  ability, 
and  excellent  business  judgment  of  Mr.   Cortright. 
In  1857  he  engaged  in  the  coal  business  for  himself, 
and  is  still  actively  engaged,  in  connection  with  his 
son,  N.  D.  Cortright,  Jr.,  in  carrying  on  that  branch 
of  business.     He  had  witnessed  the  gradual  and  suc- 
cessful development  of  the  great  coal  and  iron  inter- 
ests of  the  Lehigh  and  Wyoming  regions,  and  occa- 
sionally participated   in   such   development.      From 
1847  to  1852  he  was  interested  with  others  in  driving 
the  old  tunnel  at  Hacklebernie  through  about  twelve 
hundred  feet  of  rock  and  coal  at  the  east  end  of  the 
basin  of  the  coal  lands  of  the  Lehigh  Coal  and  Navi- 
gation Company.     Since  1845  he  has  resided  on  the 
same  premises,  having  built  a  new  house  in  1860  in 
Mauch  Chunk,  where  he  is  recognized  as  a  useful  and 
valuable  citizen,  of  modest   tastes  and  inclinations, 
and  actively  identified  with  the  various  institutions 
in   the   locality.     He  is  a  member  of  the  board  of 
directors  of  the  Second   National   Bank  of  Mauch 
Chunk,  and  has  been  one  of  the  leading  members  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  society  since  1854,  holding 
ofiicial  relation  with  the  same  for  many  years,  and  in 
active  sympathy  with  the  temperance.  Sabbath-school, 
and  Bible  causes.     In  1851  he  was  appointed  by  Gov- 
ernor William  F.  Johnson  one  of  his  aides-de-camp, 
with    the   rank  of   lieutenant-colonel.     On   Feb.   6, 
1845,  he  was  married  to  Margaretta  L.,  daughter  of 
Ezekiel  W.  and  Margaret  Harlan,  who  were  of  Quaker 
origin.     They  came  to  Mauch  Chunk  from  Chester 
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County  in  1826.  Mr.  Harlan  was  one  of  the  early 
employes  of  the  Lehigh  Coal  and  Navigation  Com- 
pany, and  afterwards  became  a  partner  of  the  late  Asa 
Packer.  This  firm,  Packer  &  Harlan,  contracted  for 
and  rebuilt  a  portion  of  the  Lehigh  Canal,  after 
which  they  operated  the  Nesquehoning  mines. 

Mr.  Harlan's  family  consisted  of  twelve  children. 
Margaretta  L.  was  born  Oct.  8,  1826.  Their  married 
life  proved  a  happy  and  prosperous  one;  the  issue  of 
their  union  being  six  children, — four  sons  and  two 
daughters.  The  eldest,  Harlan  W.,  who  married  Eliza 
Le  Fevre,  of  Hurdtown,  N.  J.,  was  superintendent  for 
the  Ogden  Mine  Eailroad  Company,  near  Dover,  N.  J., 
for  sixteen  years ;  is  now  engaged  in  the  coal  business. 
Nathan  D.,  who  married  Maggie  Kennedy,  of  Port 
Kennedy,  Pa.,  has  been  engaged  in  the  coal  business 
for  the  past  eighteen  years ;  is  the  junior  member  of 
the  firm  of  N.  D.  Cortright  &  Son,  also  postmaster  of 
Mauch  Chunk  for  the  past  five  years.  Gertrude  M. 
is  living  at  home  with  her  parents.  Samuel  M.,  late 
superintendent  of  the  Pennsylvania  Telephone  Com- 
pany, married  Maggie  Weyhenshimer,  of  Allentown. 
William  S.,  after  attending  Lafayette  College,  at 
Easton,  Pa.,  then  graduated  from  Wyoming  Com- 
mercial College,  at  Kingston,  Pa.,  and  graduated 
from  the  College  of  Dental  Surgery  in  1879;  has 
been  a  successfiil  practitioner  of  his  profession  at 
Mauch  Chunk  ever  since.  On  June  5,  1883,  he  mar- 
ried Miss  Jennie  Rawling,  of  Mineral  Point,  Wis. 
Emma  L.,  youngest  daughter,  was  married  to  Edwin 
F.  Keen,  wholesale  merchant  of  Philadelphia,  Nov. 
21,  1883. 


MAHLON   S.  KEMMERBR. 

Mr.  Kemmerer  is  of  German  antecedents,  the  family 
having  been  early  settlers  in  Cherry  Valley,  Monroe 
Co.,  Pa.  Among  the  children  of  his  grandfather, 
Conrad  Kemmerer,  who  resided  in  the  above  county, 
was  Charles,  a  native  of  Cherry  Valley,  and  a  mill- 
wright by  occupation.  He  married  Mary  Ann  Price, 
daughter  of  John  J.  Price,  an  early  lumberman  of 
that  vicinity,  whose  children  were  a  son,  Mahlon  S., 
and  a  daughter,  Annie  (Mrs.  W.  W.  Watson,  of  Scran- 
ton,  Pa.).  Mrs.  Kemmerer,  after  the  decease  of  her 
husband,  married  Walter  Leisenririg,  whose  children 
were  Gertrude  H.  (now  Mrs.  T.  M.  Eighter),  Ada  L., 
Mary  W.,  Albert  C,  and  Walter.  Mahlon  S.  Kemmerer 
was  born  Aug.  27,  1843,  in  Cherry  Valley,  Pa.,  and 
in  early  youth  became  a  resident  of  Carbon  County. 
His  education  was  such  as  the  common  schools  af- 
forded, supplemented  by  a  period  at  the  Dickinson 
Seminary,  Williamsport.  His  business  career  began 
at  fourteen  as  clerk  in  a  colliery-store  at  Summit 
Hill,  Carbon  Co.  In  1862,  the  heavy  freshet  of  that 
year  having  suspended  operations  in  the  coal  regions, 
he  joined  a  corps  of  engineers  employed  by  the  Le- 
high Coal  and  Navigation  Company,  and  engaged  in 
repairs  connected  with  the  property  of  the  company. 


This  corps  then  undertook  the  survey  of  the  Lehigh 
and  Susquehanna  Eailroad,  Mr.  Kemmerer  remain- 
ing with  them  for  four  years  in  the  capacity  of  assist- 
ant engineer.  The  succeeding  four  years  were  spent 
as  mining  engineer  and  assistant  superintendent  of 
the  Upper  Lehigh  Coal  Company,  after  which  he 
began  an  active  business  career  as  a  member  of  the 
firm  of  Whitney,  McCreary  &  Kemmerer,  shippers  of 
coal,  the  firm  subsequently  becoming  Whitney  & 
Kemmerer.  He  has  since  that  date  been  largely 
identified  with  the  coal  and  iron  interests  of  the 
State.  In  1876  he  engaged  in  the  mining  of  coal  at 
Sandy  Eun,  and  later  at  Harleigh,  Pond  Creek,  and 
other  collieries.  He  is  a  director  and  considerable 
owner  of  the  stock  of  the  Connellsville  Coke  and 
Iron  Company,  as  also  a  director  and  stockholder  in 
the  Carbon  Iron  and  Pipe  Company,  and  an  owner 
and  director  in  the  Carbon  Eolling-Mill  Company. 
He  is  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Virginia  Coal 
and  Iron  Company,  and  director  of  the  Alden  Coal 
Company,  of  Wilkesbarre.  Mr.  Kemmerer  has  re- 
cently been  appointed  by  Governor  Pattison  one  of 
the  commissioners  to  revise  the  mining  laws  of  the 
State.  He  was  married,  Dec.  1,  1868,  to  Annie  L., 
daughter  of  Hon.  John  Leisenring,  of  Mauch  Chunk. 
Their  children  are  three  in  number, — John  L.,  Mahlon 
L.,  and  Gertrude  L.  In  polities  Mr.  Kemmerer  is  a 
Eepublican,  but  without  either  taste  or  leisure  for  the 
allurements  of  a  public  life.  His  religious  education 
prompts  him  to  accept  the  tenets  of  the  Presbyterian 
faith. 


CHAPTER    XIL 

BANKS    TOWNSHIP. 

Banks  township  was  erected  from  Lausanne  in 
1841  (before  the  organization  of  Carbon  County),  and 
named  after  Judge  Banks,  then  on  the  bench  in  North- 
ampton County.  The  first  official  information  ob- 
tained of  the  erection  of  the  township  is  in  the  assess- 
ment-rolls of  Northampton  County  for  1842,  and  is  as 
follows : 

"Northampton  County,  ss. 

"  commissionrks'  office. 
"  To  A.  B.  Longshore, 

*'  Assessor  of  Banks  township  (formerly  part  of  Lausanne),  Greeting : 
We  herewith  transmit  to  you  the  last  assessment  of  Lausanne  township, 
and  with  the  assistance  of  the  assessor  of  said  Lausanne  township,  you 
are  to  transcribe  from  it  all  such  inhabitants,  their  professions,  and  prop- 
erty which  now  reside  within  yonr  limits  as  they  respectfully  stand 
rated  .  .  . 

"  Given  under  our  hand  and  the  seal  of  oiBce  this  7th  day  of  April, 
1842. 

"  John  Santee, 
"John  Lentz,  Corns." 

Banks  township  is  about  ten  miles  in  length  east 
and  west,  and  about  two  miles  in  width.  Its  terri- 
tory comprises  the  top  of  Spring  Mountain,  and  is 
from  fourteen  hundred  to  sixteen  hundred  feet  above 
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tide-water.  Beaver  Creek  rises  near  Jeansville,  in  the 
northern  line  of  the  township,  and  flows  easterly  in  a 
sluggish  stream  till  it  reaches  Hazel  Creek,  in  the 
edge  of  Lausanne  township,  from  which  junction  its 
descent  is  very  rapid.  Hazel  Creek  rises  in  the  north- 
east part  of  the  township,  flows  southerly,  and  joins 
Beaver.  From  this  junction  it  is  called  Hazel,  or 
Black  Creek. 

The  railroads  now  in  the  township  are  the  Beaver 
Meadow  Division,  and  the  Philadelphia  and  Reading, 
which  last  passes  across  the  western  end  of  the  town- 
ship through  Yorktown,  and  aflbrds  larger  facilities 
for  shipments  to  the  Yorktown  and  Audenried  col- 
lieries. 

The  population  as  given  by  the  census  of  1880  is 
four  thousand  and  nineteen. 

The  following  is  from  the  first  assessment-roll  of 
Banks  township  on  record  at  Mauch  Chunk,  the 
county-seat  of  Carbon  County,  and  is  dated  1843 : 

"  To  the  CommisBioners  of  I^ortliampton  County. 
*'  Gentlemen, — 

"The  foUowing  is  a  statement  of  the  amount,  description,  and 
Talue  of  the  real  and  personal  property,  etc.,  made  taxable  in  Banks 
township  for  1843,  and  also  the  number  of  taxable  inhabitants  of  said 
township,  viz.: 
Number  of  taxable  inhabitants 260 

Value.        Tax. 
Amount  of  Taluation  on  real  estate,  horses,  and  cattle.  J112,694    $226.38 


tax  on  excess  of  professions,  etc.. 
valuation  on  carriages., 
valuation  of  furniture.., 

tax  on  watches 

money  at  interest 


23.00 

436 

4.35 

600 

2.60 

1.00 

130 

.39 

$266.62 
'*  N.  E,  Penrose,  Assessoi-y 

The  Beaver  Meadow  Eailroad  and  Coal  Company 
was  assessed  on  nine  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of 
land  at  sixty-two  thousand  dollars,  thirty-four  houses, 
saw-mill,  and  carriage.  Thomas  Bond,  blacksmith  ; 
Jonas  Beltz,  engineer;  William  Bruce,  gentleman; 
Henry  Brenekman,  brewer ;  H.  B.  Berryhill,  clerk ; 
A.  G.  Brodhead,  real  estate  (non-resident)  ;  Nathan 
Beach,  three  hundred  and  eighty-six  acres  (non-resi- 
dent);  Charles  Brittan,  carpenter;  Abraham  Cool, 
carpenter;  W.  H.  Cool,  merchant;  A.  D.  Cool,  clerk  j 
Thomas  Daniels,  Richard  Davis,  carpenters ;  G.  H.  & 
James  Dougherty,  saddlers ;  Patrick  Delany,  tailor; 
James  Alexander,  John  Atkinson,  and  James  Early, 
shoemakers;  Joseph  Engle,  cabinet-maker;  James 
Farrow,  blacksmith;  James  Garrahan,  carpenter; 
Daniel  Gaston,  preacher";  James  Gowen,  real  estate 
(non-resident);  Charles  Hancs,  carpenter;  James 
and  Aaron  Hamburger,  butchers ;  Jonas  Hartz,  real 
cstnte  (non-resident);  Robert  Harrison,  cabinet- 
maker; Henry  Hoover,  blacksmith;  Philip  Hoff- 
acker,  machinist;  Oakley  O.  Hampton,  innkeeper; 
Richard  Jones,  engineer ;  Philip  Jenkins,  blacksmith '; 
Walter  Jones,  engineer;  B.  D.  Jacques,  carpenter  J 
Robert  Jefferson,  machinist;  R.  M.  Kinsey,  pattern- 
maker; James  Lewis,  engineer;  Henry  Long,  car- 
penter (three  hundred  and  ninety  acres) ;  Enos  Leidy, 


superintendent;  A.  B.  Longshore,  doctor ;  F.  E.  Lou- 
throp,   Barnard   and   Thomas  McClaue,  gentlemen ; 
William  McClane,  superintendent;  Lawrence  Murry, 
carpenter;  W.  W.  McGuiger,  school-teacher;  W.  R. 
McKean,  contractor ;  Reuben  Miller,  carpenter;  Sam- 
uel Owens,  engineer ;  Robert  Preston,  carpenter ;  N. 
R.  Penrose,  justice  of  the  peace  ;  A.  W.  Pratt,  clerk; 
Fenton  Quigley,  innkeeper ;  John  Quigley,  engineer ; 
Jacob  Shafer,  blacksmith ;  R.  M.  Stansbury,  doctor ; 
Stafford  Coal   Company,  two  hundred  and  twenty- 
eight  acres  and  tavern-house;  Henry  Teney,  butcher; 
Jacob  &  Thomas  Hopkins,  contractors ;  A.  H.  Van 
Cleve,  contractor ;  C.  G.  Vanlage,  clerk ;  Joseph  Whit- 
worth,  clerk;  Benjamin  Williams,  blacksmith;  Wil- 
liam H.  Wilson,  innkeeper  and  real  estate ;  Jesse  Wil- 
son, innkeeper ;  Samuel  M.  Wilson,  constable.     The 
remainder  of  the  taxables  were  laborers  and  miners. 
History  of  the  Coal  Operations  in  Banks.— Coal 
was   discovered  in  the  township  before  1812.     The 
title  to  the  land  was  claimed  by  Nathan  Beach,  of 
Salem,  on  the  Susquehanna,  who  opened  the  mine  in 
1813.     Coal  was  taken  by  the  Lehigh  and  Susque- 
hanna  turnpike   (Easton   and  Berwick)  to  Berwick 
and  Bloomsburg,  and  used  for  blacksmithing.     Sub- 
sequent to  1826  it  was  hauled  to  the  Lauding  Tavern, 
on  the  Lehigh,  and  sent  to  Philadelphia  in  arks,  where 
it  was  sold  for  eight  dollars  per  ton.     The  title  to  the 
land  was  contested  and  suit  brought  in  the  winter  of 
1829-30,  when  Mr.  Beach  won  the  suit,  and  sold  five 
hundred  acres  to  Judge  Joseph  Barnes,  of  Philadel- 
phia.    The  Beaver  Meadow  Railroad  and  Coal  Com- 
pany, soon  after  their  organization,  purchased  two 
hundred  acres  of  land,  since  known  as  the  Beaver 
Meadow  Mines,  which  they  operated  until  1841,  when 
they  were  leased  to  A.  H.  Van  Cleve  &  Co.  (composed 
of  A.  H.  Van  Cleve,  James  McKean,  and  Charles  Von 
Tagen).     They  were  worked  by  this  firm  about  five 
years,  then  leased  to  William  Milnes  &  Co.,  and  oper- 
ated till  about  1847,  when  Milnes  &  Co.  leased  the 
Spring    Mountain   Coal-Mines    at    Jeansville.     The 
mines  were  then  leased  to  Hamberger  &  Co.,  and 
operated  till  the  freshets  of  1850,  since  which  time 
they  were  abandoned,  until    1881,   when  they  were 
leased  to  Cox  Brothers  &  Co.,  who  are  now  working 
them.     When    the   Beaver    Meadow    Railroad    was 
merged  with  the  Lehigh  Valley  Railroad  the  mines 
came  under  the  control  of  that  railroad,  in  whose 
possession  they  now  are. 

Stafford  Coal  Company.— This  company  was  in- 
corporated March  3,  1838,  with  a  capital  of  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  by  Charles  S.  Cox  for 
the  Stafford  Coal  Company,  he  being  the  owner  of  the 
land,  which  adjoined  the  Beaver  Meadow  Company's 
laud  on  the  east  and  north.  A  slope  was  sunk  about 
one  hundred  and  forty  yards,  when  the  perpendicular 
rock  was  struck,  and  it  was  abandoned  for  the  time. 
The  company,  by  their  charter,  had  power  to  hold  not 
to  exceed  two  thousand  acres  of  land,  and  to  build  a 
railroad  to  connect  with  Beaver  Meadow  or  Hazleton 
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Railroad.  July  26,  1841,  time  was  extended  to  build 
its  railroad  to  Sept.  1,  1846.     No  road  was  built. 

A  slope  was  opened  some  years  ago  by  Jonas  Keese, 
which  was  soon  after  abandoned.  Cox  Brothers  & 
Co.,  in  the  year  1883,  retimbered  it,  and  are  now  drill- 
ing. At  the  depth  of  seventy-one  feet  a  vein  of  coal 
was  struck  five  feet  in  thickness.  Drilling  is  still 
going  on  in  the  hope  of  finding  a  thicker  vein. 

Spring  Mountain  Coal  Company.— This  com- 
pany was  chartered  May  21, 1864.  Coal  was  first  dis- 
covered in  this  immediate  region  by  James  D.  Gallup, 
who  was  connected  with  the  Beaver  Meadow  Eailroad. 
The  property  was  once  owned  by  Joseph  H.  Newbold, 
and  was  bought  for  about  twenty  thousand  dollars  by 
Joseph  Jeanes  and  others,  of  Philadelphia.  By  this 
company  it  was  let,  in  1847,  to  William  Milnes,  at  a 
rental  of  twenty-five  cents  per  ton  of  coal  shipped. 
The  colliery  was  soon  iu  operation,  and  in  1855  the 
company  received  forty  thousand  dollars  rental.  Mr. 
Milnes'  lease  was  for  twenty  years,  and  about  one  and 
a  half  million  tons  of  coal  was  shipped  by  him  during 
that  period.  Since  that  time  the  mines  have  been 
operated  by  the  Spring  Mountain  Coal  Company. 

The  tract  of  land  on  which  W.  T.  Carter  &  Co.  are 
now  operating  at  Leviston,  also  known  as  Colerain 
and  Carter's,  was  owned  many  years  ago  by  Altar  & 
Stevens,  of  Philadelphia,  who  leased  it  to  Rich  & 
Cleaver,  and  later  to  Ratcliff  &  Johnson,  whose  lease 
ran  out  in  1862.  Altar  &  Stevens  then  leased  to  Wil- 
liam Carter  &  Son,  who  operated  it  two  years,  and 
then  purchased  the  property.  The  interest  of  Wil- 
liam Carter  was  later  sold  to  Charles  F.  Shroener,  and 
was  continued  by  this  firm  until  1877,  when  William 
T.  Carter  purchased  Shoener's  interest,  and  now  has 
entire  control.  About  1873  a  stripping  was  com- 
menced by  William  T.  Carter  &  Co.,  about  a  mile 
west  of  Beaver  Meadow.  The  underlying  vein  of 
coal  is  about  fourteen  feet  thick.  The  coal  is  run  to 
the  breaker,  and  from  there  shipped  to  Readington  to 
the  furnaces  of  the  company,  and  to  Packer,  Knowl- 
ton  &  Co.,  of  Perth  Amboy  and  South  Amboy,  N.  J. 
An  average  of  one  hundred  and  ten  cases  per  day  is 
shipped  from  the  two  mines. 

Lehigh  and  Wilkesbarre  Coal  Company.— The 
mines  of  this  company  are  at  Tresckow  and  at  Au- 
denried.  At  the  latter  place  the  mines  are  all  in 
Luzerne  County,  and  the  offices  in  Carbon  County. 

The  German  Pennsylvania  Coal  Company  com- 
menced operations  on  the  site  of  the  present  works  at 
this  place  in  the  year  1861.  They  sunk  a  slope,  built 
a  breaker,  tavern,  store,  and  several  dwellings.  This 
they  worked  for  several  years,  and  sold  to  Samuel 
Bonnell,  Jr.,  of  New  York  City,  who  worked  the 
mines  for  two  years,  and  sold  to  the  Honey  Brook 
Coal  Company,  which  was  incorporated  April  23, 1864, 
by  whom  they  were  worked  till  Feb.  1,  1874,  when 
the  company  was  merged  in  the  Lehigh  and  Wilkes- 
barre Coal  Company,  who  now  own  it.  Three  slopes 
are  used.    The  present  breaker  was  erected  in  1866. 


Yorktown  Collieries. — The  tract  of  two  hundred 
and  two  acres  on  which  the  collieries  of  George  H. 
Myers  &  Co.  are  located  belonged  many  years  ago  to 
Christian  Kunkle.  Mr.  N.  P.  Hosach,  of  New  York, 
employed  men  to  make  an  examination  on  the  prop- 
erty for  coal,  and  becoming  convinced  that  coal  was 
there  in  quantity,  he  purchased  the  property  for  thirty 
thousand  dollars.  After  a  few  years  he  became  in- 
volved, and  a  company  was  formed  called  "  The  New 
York  and  Lehigh  Coal  Company,"  who  still  own  the 
property.  In  the  summer  of  1855  it  was  leased  for 
ten  years  to  James  Taggart.  He  sunk  the  first  slope 
on  the  Big  Vein  on  the  site  of  No.  1  Breaker,  and 
shipped  the  first  coal  in  April,  1856,  by  the  Beaver 
Meadow  Railroad  to  the  Lehigh  Valley  Railroad. 
This  slope  was  "  drowned  out"  in  1860,  and  was  not 
pumped  out  and  ready  again  for  work  until  1864, 
when  work  was  resumed. 

Another  slope  on  the  Big  Vein,  called  No.  2,  was 
opened  in  1858.  The  coal  was  drawn  to  No.  1  Breaker. 
This  slope  was  mined  to  the  end  of  the  lease.  Upon 
this  termination  the  New  York  and  Lehigh  Coal 
Company,  in  whose  hands  the  property  then  was, 
leased  the  mines  to  George  K.  Smith  &  Co.  for  ten 
years.  Mr.  Smith  had  charge  of  the  mines,  and  in 
1867  was  shot  in  his  own  house.  Mr.  Thomas  Hull, 
one  of  the.  company,  continued  the  mines  under  the 
lease  till  January,  1868,  when  he  became  embar- 
rassed, and  gave  up  his  lease.  Slopes  Nos.  3  and  4,  on 
the  Big  Vein,  were  sunk  by  Thomas  Hull  &  Co.  Its 
coal  was  drawn  to  No.  1  Breaker.  The  property  was 
leased  for  ten  years  by  A.  L.  Mumper  &  Co.  in  1868. 
Under  this  firm  Slopes  Nos.  5  and  6  were  sunk. 
Breaker  No.  5  was  built  in  1869,  burned  down  and 
rebuilt  in  1877.  Breaker  No.  6  was  built  in  1875. 
Slope  No.  6  is  on  the  Wharton  vein. 

In  1878  a  lease  forfifteen  years  was  made  to  Thomas, 
John  &  Co.  Mr.  John  died  in  September,  1880,  and 
Mr.  George  H.  Myers  being  the  only  one  of  the  firm 
then  living,  the  firm  was  reorganized  by  him,  with 
George,  John,  and  Thomas  Dougherty  as  partners, 
under  the  firm-name  of  George  H.  Myers  &  Co.,  by 
whom  it  is  still  run.  The  shipments  are  about  one 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  tons  yearly.  Store  and 
dwellings  were  built  by  J.  Taggart.  Thomas  Hull  & 
Co.  built  blocks  of  houses  and  the  present  company 
store. 

In  1872  mines  were  opened  by  John  Morton  and 
E.  N.  Enbody,  on  land  owned  by  the  Lehigh  Valley 
Railroad  Company  and  Cox  Bros.,  located  about  a 
mile  northwest  from  Beaver  Meadow,  near  the  county 
line.  They  sold  their  interest  soon  after  to  E.  B.  Ely 
&  Co.,  of  New  York.  This  company  built  a  large 
breaker.  They  were  not  very  successful  and  closed 
the  lease  of  the  Cox  land,  and  continued  work  on  the 
Lehigh  Valley  Railroad  land  until  the  expiration  of 
the  lease  in  1881.  Cox  Bros,  then  leased  the  Lehigh 
Valley  Railroad  Company's  land,  and  are  now  working 
both  mines.     A  saw-mill  and  six  blocks  were  erected. 
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The  laborers  are  mostly  Hungarians,  and  number 
about  three  hundred.  The  mines  are  in  Carbon 
County  and  the  works  are  in  Luzerne  County. 

Schools  in  Banks  Township.— Tlie  schools  are  en- 
tirely in  connection  with  the  mining  towns,  and 
number  fourteen.  There  are  two  at  Beaver  Meadow, 
three  at  Colerain,  or  Leviston,  three  at  Tresckow, 
four  at  Audenried,  and  two  at  Jeansville.  They  are 
under  the  control  of  the  board  of  school  directors,  six 
in  number. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  school  directors  of  the 
township  since  the  erection  of  Carbon  County  : 

1844. — James  Yarrow,  George  Jenkins,  Charles 
Haines,  A.  W.  Pratt,  P.  G.  Gensell. 

1845.— A.  W.  Pratt,  Aaron  Howey,  Thomas  B. 
Daniels. 

1846. — Oakley  O.  Hampton,  Stephen  Smith. 

1847. — James  Lewis,  Patrick  McHugh. 

1848.— A.  B.  Longshore,  T.  B.  Daniels. 

1849.— John  Eodrock,  W.  McCulloch. 

1850. — J.  0.  Cleaver,  John  Henry. 

1851.— Thomas  B.  Daniels,  O.  O.  Hampton,  Wil- 
liam H.  Cool,  Philip  Hoffeckner. 

1852. — William  H.  Cool,  Jenkin  Reynolds,  John 
Rothrock,  John  W.  Righter,  George  Brader. 

1853.— J.  Garrihan,  M.  Smith. 

1854.— Charles  Eied,  William  H.  Cool. 

1855. — George  Brader,  Thomas  Daniel,  Stephen 
Smith,  Charles  Brittain. 

1856. — George  Johnson,  James  Early,  James  Mc- 
Closkey. 

1857.— John  Shindel,  A.  J.  Moyer. 

1858.— J.  B.  Longshore,  Patrick  McHugh. 

1859.— S.  W.  Hudson,  Michael  Smith. 

1860. — Jacob  Dilinnger,  Patrick  Turney,  J.  S. 
Haynes. 

1861. — A.  J.  Laudabaum,  Henry  Sheffer. 

1862. — James  A.  Meyers,  Patrick  McHugh,  Henry 
Sheffer. 

1863.— Marcus  McDonnell,  Michael  McCormick. 

1864. — A.  J.  Lauderbaum,  Jenkins  Reynolds. 

1865.— J.  B.  Longshore,  W.  D.  Fowler,  John  Tre- 


1866 
1867. 
1868. 

Shaffer. 
1869. 
1870. 

Smith, 
1871 
1872.- 
1873.. 
1874 
1875. 
1876.- 
1877.- 

ray. 
1878. 


— A.  Dimmick,  Jonah  Reese. 
James  Washburn,  James  Francis. 
J.   K.   McCollum,  John   Travaske,  Henry 

— Charles  Murry,  Daniel  Brisbin. 

■James    Wear,    James    Theudem,    Michael 
William  E.  Bevan. 
, — No  record. 
, — Daniel  Brisbin,  0.  J.  Murray. 

■Patrick  Conahan,  J.  J.  Gallagher. 
— W.  E.  Bevan,  Richard  Hughs. 

Martin  C.  Birdley,  Henry  C.  Sinfkin. 
. — J.  J.  Gallagher,  Patrick  Conahan. 

-Bernard  Gilded,  John  McGeady,  C.  J.  Mur- 

-Richard  Williams,  Jr.,  Bernard  Gilded. 


1879.— William  Coyle,  Hugh  Sheridan. 

1880. — E.  Hughs,  J.  F.  Hardcastle,  George  Spencer, 
Hugh  Ferney. 

1881. — Bernard  Coyle,  George  Spencer. 

1882. — John  Martin,  Edward  Garrihan. 

1883. — Hugh  Ferney,  John  Boyle. 

Justices  of  the  Peace. — Following  is  a  list  of  the 
justices  of  the  peace  from  1845  to  the  present: 

H.  W.  Curley,  March,  1845. 

Jacob  Horn,  March,  1846. 

Aaron  Hamburger,  March,  1850. 

Jacob  Horn,  March,  1851. 

Reuben  Miller,  Thomas  L.  Boileau,  March,  1852. 

William  H.  Trescott,  March,  1856.  ^ 

A.  J.  Laudenbeam,  J.  P.  Shindel,  March,  1857. 

William  B.  Wilson,  March,  1858. 

John  B.  Longshore,  William  Simpson,  March,  1869. 

James  McCloskey,  March,  1860. 

John  B.  Longshore,  Herman  Hamburger,  March, 
1864. 

Michael  Kelly,  March,  1867. 

Otto  Hoeffner,  John  B.  Longshore,  March,  1869. 

John  B.  Longshore,  October,  1869. 

E.  S.  Heintzelman,  October,  1870. 

Thomas  Mallery,  March,  1872. 

William  E.  Bevan,  March,  1873. 

James  Washburn,  March,  1874. 

Hugh  McGarvey,  March,  1876. 

Charles  Butler,  March,  1877. 

E.  S.  Heintzelman,  Daniel  Romig,  Jr.,  March,  1880. 

J.  B.  Longshore,  R.  E.  Donaughey,  March,  1'881. 

Richard  Williams,  Sr.,  Hugh  McGarvey,  March, 
1882. 

Edward  Kimlin,  March,  1883. 

Beaver  Meadow.— This  village  is  situated  on  the 
Beaver  Meadow  Division  of  the  Lehigh  Valley  Rail- 
road, about  six  miles  from  Weatherly.  It  lies  about 
fourteen  hundred  feet  above  tide-water,  and  takes  its 
name  from  Beaver  Creek,  which  flows  past  it,  and  on 
which  it  is  said  beaver  dams  were  found  when  the 
land  was  located.  Its  prosperity  was  assured  for  a 
time  by  the  shipment  of  coal,  the  building  of  the 
Beaver  Meadow  Railroad  in  1832,  and  the  establish- 
ment of  their  shops  at  the  place.  Upon  the  removal 
of  these  latter,  in  1842,  the  interests  of  the  village 
somewhat  declined,  but  the  coal-mines  still  gave  life 
to  the  place.  It  now  contains  seven  stores,  a  post- 
office,  two  churches  (Methodist  and  Presbyterian),  two 
school-houses,  Odd-Fellows'  hall,  and  station  of  the 
Beaver  Meadow  Division  of  the  Lehigh  Valley  Rail- 
road. The  old  turnpike  is  abandoned,  and  a  road  leads 
from  the  village  across  the  Spring  Mountain  to  the 
Quakake  Valley,  where  it  connects  with  the  road  from 
Quakake  to  Tamaqua.  Many  of  the  miners  at  Cole- 
rain  live  at  Beaver  Meadow.  The  population  of  the 
village,  as  given  by  the  census  of  1880,  is  five  hundred 
and  two. 

The  tract  on  which  the  village  was  located  was  war- 
ranted in  1787  to  Paddy  and  Mary  Keene,  and  later 


BANKS   TOWNSHIP. 


716 


came  into  possession  of  Nathan  Beach,  who  sold  five 
hundred  acres  to  Judge  Joseph  Barnes,  of  Philadel- 
phia, in  1830.  The  turnpike  from  Eaaton  to  Berwick 
on  the  Susquehanna,  known  also  as  the  Lehigh  and  Sus- 
quehanna turnpike,  ran  through  the  tract.  In  1804  a 
log  house  was  built  upon  the  site  and  kept  as  a  tavern 
(by  whom  is  not  known).  On  the  10th  of  April,  1826, 
William  H.  Wilson  removed  with  his  family  to  the 
place,  and  became  the  landlord  of  the  tavern.  There 
was  a  toll-gate  at  the  foot  of  the  mountain,  kept  by  a 
man  by  the  name  of  "  Green."  At  that  time,  also,  a 
man  by  the  name  of  Bevelheimer  lived  where  now 
Leviston  stands.  There  was  no  other  house  here  at 
the  time.  A  little  later  James  Lamison  came  in  and 
built  a  house,  which,  in  1831,  he  kept  as  a  tavern.  In 
that  year  Miss  Hetty  Hinkel,  still  living,  removed  to 
the  place.  In  the  year  1833,  N.  R.  Penrose,  now  liv- 
ing at  the  age  of  eighty-three  years,  came  to  Beaver 
Meadow  as  the  agent  of  the  property  of  Judge  Barnes. 
He  built  near  the  site  of  the  log  tavern  a  large  frame 
building,  now  owned  by  William  Carter.  .  Upon  its 
completion  it  was  occupied  by  William  H.  Wilson  as 
a  tavern,  and  by  James  Gowan  (father  of  Franklin  B. 
Gowan)  who  bought  it,  as  a  store.  Mr.  Wilson  kept 
the  tavern  at  this  place  about  three  years,  and  in 
1837  .built  nearly  opposite  a  tavern  known  as  Wil- 
son's Hotel,  which  he  kept  for  twenty  years.  It  was 
then  kept  a  year  by  Mr.  Woodring ;  by  William  B. 
Wilson  (a  son  of  William  H.)  for  two  years ;  later  by 
Henry  Kepner,  Michael  Wilhelm,  and  others,  until 
1878,  when.it  was  discontinued,  and  is  now  occupied 
as  a  store.  The  only  hotel  now  in  the  village  is  kept 
by  Mrs.  J.  Husson. 

N.  E.  Penrose  was  appointed  justice  of  the  peace  of 
Lausanne  township  in  1834,  the  next  year  after  his 
settlement,  and  served  about  twelve  years.  He  has 
been  a  resident  since  that  time,  and  actively  engaged 
in  business  for  many  years.  He  was  with  the  engineer- 
ing party  who  made  the  first  survey  for  the  railroad 
through  the  section.  In  the  year  1855  he  erected  about 
two  and  a  half  miles  east  of  Beaver  Meadow,  a  powder- 
mill,  which  was  operated  until  1866,  when  it  was  blown 
up  and  abandoned.  A  mile  and  a  half  farther  north- 
east William  H.  Cool,  about  the  same  time,  built  a 
powder-mill ;  it  was  also  blown  up  and  abandoned. 

In  1848,  N.  K.  Penrose  erected  a  foundry  at  Beaver 
Meadow,  which  he  conducted  a  year  or  two  and  sold 
to  S.  W.  and  B.  W.  Hudson,  who  carried  it  on  till 
1859,  when  S.  W.  Hudson  sold  his  interest  to  his 
brother,  B.  W.  Hudson,  who  continued  till  1865,  and 

sold  to Wainwright.     He  very  soon  after  sold  to 

J.  C.  Hayden  &  Co.,  of  Jeansville,  who,  in  1868,  tore 
it  down  and  removed  it  to  Jeansville,  in  connection 
with  other  business  of  a  similar  nature.  The  Hud- 
sons,  while  in  business,  made  the  bridge  bolts  and 
other  iron-work  for  the  Mahanoy  Division  of  the 
Lehigh  Valley  Railroad,  then  building  through  the 
Quakake  Valley. 

The  Beaver  Meadow  Railroad  Company  erected  ma- 


chine-, blacksmith-,  and  car-shops  at  Beaver  Meadow. 
Hopkin  Thomas  was  the  master-mechanic  at  first,  and 
while  the  shops  were  at  this  place  a  ten-wheel  loco- 
motive (probably  the  first  built  in  this  country), 
named  the  "  Nonpareil,''  was  constructed  here.  Capt. 
George  Jenkins  was  the  first  superintendent.  He  was 
succeeded  by  James  D.  Gallop,  and  he,  in  1838,  by 

A.  H.  Van  Cleve.  The  shops  were  removed  from 
Beaver  Meadow  to  Weatherly  about  1840. 

The  oldest  settlers  now  living  in  Beaver  Meadow 
are  as  follows,  with  the  years  in  which  they  settled : 
Mrs.  S.  B.  McClane,  1826  ;  Miss  Hetty  Hinkel,  1831 ; 
N.  R.  Penrose,  1833 ;  Charles  Brittain,   1836 ;  John 

B.  Tweedle,  1837  ;  Miss  James  Farrow,  1837  ;  Henry 
Schmouch,  1838. 

Beaver  Meadow  Post-Office. —The  first  post-office 
was  established  at  the  place  about  1830,  and  kept  by 
William  H.  Wilson  at  his  tavern.  He  was  succeeded 
in  1839  by  A.  G.  Brodhead,  who  officiated  till  1840, 
when  William  H.  Wilson  was  again  appointed,  and 
was  succeeded  respectively  by  Dr.  Ashbel  B.  Long- 
shore and  Thomas  Hooven.  The  latter  retained  the 
position  till  1861,  when  Mrs.  L.  B.  McClane,  a  daugh- 
ter of  William  H.  Wilson,  the  first  postmaster,  was 
appointed,  who  still  holds  the  position. 

Schools. — The  first  school  in  the  place  was  started 
about  the  year  1885,  and  was  kept  by  Miss  Lydia 
Bidlack  in  what  was  formerly  used  as  a  blacksmith- 
shop,  and  stood  on  a  back  street  in  the  rear  of  the 
present  post-office.  Thomas  McCurly  later  taught 
many  years.  Two  school-houses  are  now  in  the  vil- 
lage, which  are  well  filled.  Mr.  John  Martyn  is  the 
resident  director. 

Churches. — The  Presbyterian  Church  which  stands 
at  the  head  of  the  street  was  built  largely  through 
the  influence  of  A.  H.  Van  Cleef,  about  1838  or  1889, 
and  the  society  became  quite  numerous.  The  re- 
moval of  the  shops  affected  it,  and  it  declined.  There 
is  no  congregation  of  this  denomination  here  at  pres- 
ent. The  building  has  been  used  many  years  by  the 
Methodists,  and  now  by  the  German  Reformed  con- 
gregation, who  are  supplied  occasionally  from  Hazle- 
ton. 

A  Methodist  congregation  was  organized  many 
years  ago,  and  worshiped  in  the  Presbyterian  Church 
edifice.  In  1874  the  society  erected  the  present  house 
of  worship,  which  was  dedicated  in  October  of  that 
year.  The  pastor  at  that  time  was  the  Rev.  J.  P. 
Moore.  The  present  pastor  is  Rev.  J.  W.  Buckley. 
A  Sunday-school  with  two  hundred  pupils,  under  the 
superintendence  of  John  Martyn,  is  connected  with 
the  church,  which  has  a  membership  of  forty-five. 

Beaver  Meadow  Lodge,  No.  62,  I.  0.  of  0.  F.— 
This  lodge  was  instituted  July  13,  1839,  and  incor- 
porated at  the  August  term  of  court,  1849.  Their 
meetings  were  first  held  in  a  building  which  stood  on 
the  lot  now  owned  by  Joshua  Gates.  Here  they  re- 
mained about  five  years,  when  they  erected  a  hall  on 
the  site  of  the  present  building,  which  stood  until  its 


716 


HISTORY   OF   CARBON   COUNTY,  PENNSYLVANIA. 


destruction  by  fire  about  1878.  Soon  after,  the  pres- 
ent large  and  commodious  hall  was  erected,  two  stories 
in  height,  at  a  cost  of  a  trifle  over  two  thousand  dol- 
lars. The  lower  story  is  used  for  public  purposes 
and  the  upper  for  a  lodge-room.  The  present  num- 
ber of  members  is  about  seventy.  The  present  officers 
are  James  Wear,  Noble  Grand  ;  William  H.  Watkins, 
Secretary. 

Yorktown  and  Audenried,  adjoining  each  other, 
are  mining  towns  that  lie  in  the  western  end  of  Banks 
township.  Yorktown  is  on  the  northern  line  of  the 
county,  adjoining  Luzerne  County,  and  a  part  of  Au- 
denried is  located  in  Schuylkill  County. 

They  are  entirely  the  outgrowth  of  the  mining  com- 
.  panies'  operations  near  them,  and  have  a  population  of 
one  thousand  and  thirty-nine.  Audenried  was  named 
from  Lewis  Audenried,  a  coal  operator  in  Philadel- 
phia. A  post-ofl5ce  was  established  in  1860,  and  on 
the  15th  of  October,  1860,  Samuel  Martyn  received  a 
commission  as  postmaster.  The  office  was  opened  in 
the  store  of  the  Honey  Brook  Coal  Company,  and  has 
been  kept  in  the  same  building  to  the  present.  The 
postmasters,  with  the  dates  of  commission  from  that 
time,  are  here  given  :  Isaac  K.  McCollum,  Feb.  25, 
1862;  Miss  Mary  E.  Lazarus,  March  2,  1865;  Miss 
Martha  J.  Lazarus,  May  14,  1869  ;  Miss  Kate  Koons, 
Dec.  14,  1871.  The  latter  is  still  in  possession  of  the 
office. 

On  the  10th  of  July,  1871,  a  stock  company  was  or- 
ganized as  the  Hosack  Hall  Association,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  erecting  a  public  hall.  A  lot  was  donated  by 
the  New  York  and  Lehigh  Coal  Company.  A  capital 
stock  of  seven  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  was  ex- 
pended in  the  erection  of  the  present  commodious 
ball,  which  bears  the  name  of  Hosack  Hall. 

The  place  contains  five  churches,^ — a  Presbyterian, 
Catholic,  Methodist,  Welsh  Baptist,  and  Welsh  Inde- 
pendent Congregational. 

Presbyterian  Church.— About  the  year  1870  the 
Rev.  Daniel  Durrelle  was  sent  to  this  section  as  a 
missionary  of  the  Presbyterian  Board  of  Missions. 
Through  his  influence  a  congregation  was  gathered, 
and  services  were  held  for  a  time  in  the  Methodist 
Church.  The  present  church  was  built  in  1872,  the 
corner-stone  having  been  laid  September  8th  in  that 
year,  while  still  under  the  pastoral  charge  of  the  Eev. 
Daniel  Durrelle.  He  was  succeeded  by  the  Rev. 
Jesse  Shafer,  and  he  by  the  Rev.  William  McNair, 
the  present  pastor. 

St.  Patrick's  Church.— Prior  to  1873  the  Catholics 
of  this  place  worshiped  in  Frenchtown.  In  1868  a 
new  diocese  was  created,  and  the  church  at  French- 
town  WHS  in  the  new  diocese  (Scranton),  and  this 
place  was  still  in  the  diocese  of  Philadelphia.  This 
change  brought  about  a  desire  on  the  part  of  Catholics 
in  Audenried  and  Yorktown  to  build  a  church  of  their 
own.  A  lot  was  donated  by  Hosack  &  Co.,  of  New 
York,  for  that  purpose,  and  in  1870  a  parsonage  was 
erected,  at  a  cost  of  six  thousand  dollars.     A  church 


edifice  was  commenced  in  the  spring  of  1873,  the 
corner-stone  being  laid  in  June  of  that  year.  It  was 
completed  and  dedicated  Nov.  14,  1875,  Archbishop 
Wood  performing  the  dedicatory  service,  and  Bishop 
Lynch,  of  South  Carolina,  preaching  the  sermon.  The 
church  has  been  under  the  pastoral  care  of  Rev.  T.  J. 
Warren  from  1869.  The  Catholic  population  within 
the  charge  of  this  church  numbers  fifteen  hundred. 

The  Welsh  Baptist  Church.— The  first  preacher 
after  the  division  of  the  Baptist  and  Congregational 
Churches  was  the  Rev.  Samuel  Thomas.  He  was  suc- 
ceeded by  the  Revs.  D.  Roslyn  Davis  and  T.  D.  Evans, 
who  is  now  the  pastor.  The  church  has  a  member- 
ship of  one  hundred  and  eight.  The  church  edifice 
was  erected  in  1872,  at  a  cost  of  twenty-five  hundred 
dollars,  and  in  1883  improvements  were  added  to  the 
amount  of  eleven  hundred  dollars. 

The  Welsh  Congregationalists  and  Baptists 
worshiped  together  for  several  years  in  the  old  Armory 
building,  and  later  in  the  school-house.  After  the 
division  the  Rev.  W.  H.  Harris  was  the  first  pastor  of 
the  former  denomination.  He  was  succeeded. by  the 
Rev.  Morgan,  who  served  two  years  and  died  here.  In 
1877  the  Eev.  John  E.  Jones  was  chosen  pastor,  and 
served  till  1882,  since  which  time  the  church  has  been 
without  a  pastor.     It  has  a  membership  of  fifty. 

Methodist  Church. — The  Methodists  of  this  region 
were  for  many  years  under  the  charge  of  ministers 
from  the  Cunningham  District.  In  1869  a  church  was 
erected.  The  Revs.  Bird,  Hoge,  and  James  B.  Cuddy 
were  among  those  who  preached  prior  to  that  time. 
The  following  ministers  have  had  charge  of  the  Au- 
denried and  Jeansville  Churches  from  1869  to  the 
present:  Revs.  E.  W.  Schwartz,  Alem  Britten,  M.  L. 
Drum,  J.  W.  Leckie,  George  Warren,  W.  A.  Clip- 
pinger,  and  W.  C.  Hesser,  the  present  pastor.  The 
Audenried  Church  has  a  membership  of  forty-five. 

A  hotel  was  opened  at  Audenried  in  1861  by  Au- 
gustus Williams.  He  was  succeeded  by  ■ •  Roth- 
rock,  P.  D.  Fruit,  and  N.  D.  Fowler,  who  went  out  in 
1875,  since  which  time  it  has  been  kept  as  a  boarding- 
house,  and  is  now  by  Mrs.  Mary  Dimmick. 

Jeansville. — This  village  is  situated  on  the  north 
border  of  Banks  township,  and  mostly  in  Luzerne 
County.  The  property  was  once  owned  by  Joseph 
H.  Newbold,  and  was  bought  by  Joseph  Jeanes,  of 
Philadelphia,  after  whom  it  is  named.  It  is  a  village 
of  about  fifteen  hundred  inhabitants,  and  has  grown 
up  to  its  present  size  since  1847,  at  which  time  the 
coal  operations  commenced.  The  population  by  the 
census  of  1880  is  four  hundred  and  forty-one. 

Tresckow. — This  village  is  the  result  of  the  mining 
operations  commenced  by  the  German  Pennsylvania 
Coal  Company  in  1851.  A  tavern,  store,  school-house, 
and  dwellings  were  built  by  them,  and  the  village  in- 
creased as  the  mines  were  developed,  and  now  has  a 
population  of  six  hundred  and  seventy-six  by  the 
census  of  1880.  The  property  is  now  owned  by  the 
Lehigh  and  Wilkesbarre  Coal  Company. 
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Leviston,  Colerain,  and  Coolstown  are  a  cluster 
of  hamlets  now  owned  by  William  T.  Carter,  who  is 
conducting  the  mines  in  that  vicinity.  The  popula- 
tion of  the  settlement  is  eight  hundred  and  six,  and 
in  the  census  of  1880  is  stated  as  belonging  to  the 
Beaver  Meadow  Mines  Village. 


CHAPTER    XIII. 
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The  territory  comprising  all  that  part  of  Carbon 
lying  west  of  the  Lehigh  River,  and  a  portion  of 
Schuylkill  County,  was,  in  1768,  set  off  from  Towa- 
mensing  District.  On  the  22d  of  June  in  that  year  a 
petition  was  presented  to  the  court  of  Northampton 
County  asking  that  Towamensing  township  be  divided. 
The  following  is  on  record  concerning  it :  "  Upon  peti- 
tion of  divers  inhabitants  of  Towamensing  township 
setting  forth  that  the  Petitioners  labour  under  the 
greatest  inconveniences  by  reason  of  the  too  large  ex- 
tent of  the  said  township,  it  being  no  less  than  thirty- 
six  miles  long,  which  makes  it  extremely  expensive  as 
well  as  inconvenient  especially  to  the  public  officers, 
such  as  .  .  .  and  praying  the  court  that  the  said 
township  may  be  divided  where  the  river  Lehi  cuts 
the  same  nearly  in  the  middle.  Whereupon  it  is 
considered  and  ordered  by  the  court  that  William 
Kern,  John  Kern,  Nicholas  Kern,  William  Thomas, 
Henry  Rhoads,  and  Frederick  Klein  be  appointed 
Commissioners  .  .  .  and  if  they  see  occasion  to 
divide  the  said  township  according  to  the  prayer  of 
the  said  petition,  and  that  they  make  report  of  their 
doings  in  the  premises  at  the  next  court  after  it  is  so 
divided." 

The  commissioners  reported  at  the  September  term 
of  court,  1768,  "  We  the  subscribers  have  viewed  in 
pursuance  of  an  order  of  June  term  last  the  township 
of  Towamensing,  and  have  divided  the  same  by  a  nat- 
ural boundary  of  the  river  Lehi."  .  .  .  This  report 
being  read  in  open  court  and  considered,  it  was 
"  ordered  that  the  division  so  as  aforesaid  made  be 
confirmed,  and,  no  cause  being  shown  to  the  contrary, 
the  same  is  confirmed  and  named  by  the  Court  Penn 
Township." 

The  first  settlers  of  East  Penn  were  English-speak- 
ing people  of  the  following  family  names :  Rhoads, 
Meyers,  Washburn,  Johnson,  Thomas,  Kocher,  Cus- 
tard, Piersol,  Tippler,  and  others. 

They  received  the  grants  for  their  lands  about  the 
year  1750. 

After  the  war  of  independence  a  portion  of  them 
removed  to  Canada,  their  places  here  being  filled  by 
Pennites,  with  which  the  remaining  families  became 
intermarried,  and  in  time  by  them  entirely  absorbed. 
In  the  year  1762  there  were  but  thirty-three  persons 


in  the  territorj'  then  embracing  what,  in  1768,  be- 
came Towamensing  and  Penn  townships.  In  the  year 
1781  the  assessment-roll  made  by  the  commissioners 
of  Northampton  County  on  the  27th  of  December 
contained  the  following  names : ' 

Solomon  Baker.  Nathan  Werner. 

Christian  Bauman.  William  Wall. 

Nicholas  Baucher.  Simon  Henry. 

Arnold  Billich.  Simon  Wehr. 

George  Fries.  Henry  Wetherstein. 

John  Fries.  Jonathan  Winner. 

Richard  Dodson.  Adam  Ziner. 

Joseph  Everett.  Leonard  Zimmerman. 

John  Edmunds.  Ritter  Zimmerman. 

Michael  Ero.  Bernard  Bauman. 

Edmund  Edmonds.  George  A.  Bortz. 

George  Grosley.  Thomas  Baskell. 

George  Gilbert.  Frederick  Kramer. 

George  J.  Gilbert.  Valentine  Bobst. 

Michael  Hoppes.  Samuel  Dodson. 

Michael  J.  Hoppes.  Thomas  Everett. 

Jacob  Hauser.  John  Holden. 

Cornelius  Klingman.  John  Handwerk. 

William  Kern.  Peter  Handwerk. 

Henry  Kucher.  Samuel  Henry. 

John  Kisner.  John  Lusen. 

George  Longinburg.  John  Maxfield. 

Bastian  Longinburg.  Jacob  J.  Mertz. 

John  Lietner.  Jacob  Mertz. 

Henry  Miller.  Everitt  Ohl. 

William  Meyer.  John  Meyer. 

Ludwig  Mansiner.  John  Peter. 

Michael  Ohl.  Samuel  Rhoads. 

George  Reich.  John  Roberts. 

Peter  Reich.  Andrew  Singinger. 

John  Rhoads.  Henry  Schmidt. 

Joseph  Rhoads.  Isaac  Watson. 

-George  Shelhamer.  Mathew  Weaver. 

George  Shelhamer,  Jr.  Jeremiah  Warton. 

Daniel  Werner.  Boze  Walton. 
Philip  Schleicher. 


■  Oentleman's  Lund." ' 


Valentine  Brobst. 
Thomas  Bervin. 
Arnold  Billy. 
Jacob  Bassall. 


Henry  Billig. 
Jacob  Duisbills. 
Henry  Dinn. 
Samuel  Broomfield. 


1  Of  the  names  given  in  this  list,  several  will  be  found  who  were 
members  of  the  Benn  Salem  Church,  of  whom  are  Michael  Ohl  and  Eber- 
hard  Ohl,  Michael  Hoppes  (he  was  a  resident  in  the  part  of  the  town- 
ship that  in  1808  became  West  Penn.  His  grandson,  Solomon  Hoppes, 
now  owns  tlie  mill  in  Mahoning  township,  on  the  site  of  the  mill  built 
by  Christian  Klotz  in  1823),  Heinrich  Miller,  Philip  Schleicher,  Joseph 
Khoads,  Simon  Wehr,  John  (or  Johannes)  Handwerk,  William  Arner, 
and  Leonard  Balliet.  (They  were  residents  of  the  west  part  of  Penn 
township,  later  West  Penn.)  Henry  Arner,  son  of  William,  came  to 
what  is  now  Mahoning  township  in  1818,  and  is  still  living  there. 
Thomas  Balliet,  son  of  Leonard,  also  came  to  what  is  now  Mahoning 
settled,  and  died  there.  His  son,  Nathan,  is  now  a  resident  of  that 
township. 

2  The  lands  here  assessed  were  the  unseated  lands. 
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Thomas  Barkill. 
Melchoir  Dunn. 
Robert  Dunn. 
Joseph  Gerber. 
William  Green. 
Peter  Klysser. 
George  J.  Kistler. 
Jacob  King. 
William  Logan. 
John  Long. 
Jacob  Moss. 
Jacob  Manns. 
Philip  Mosser. 
Burk  Mosser. 
John  Meyer. 


George  Meyer. 
Samuel  Nift. 
Barbera  Ritter. 
Henry  Reglistonfor. 
Martin  Sheib. 
Able  Jeans. 
Abraham  Steinbaoh. 
Adam  J.  Stein. 
Andrew  Ohle. 
Bernard  Volfellen. 
Benjamin  Walton. 
George  Gaston. 
Baltzer  Snyder. 
Michael  Ohle. 
Robert  L.  Hoper. 


Single  Freemen. 
Nathaniel  Edmonds.  George  Houser. 

Daniel  Ero.  George  Schleicher. 

Samuel  Werner. 

The  territory  remained  as  by  the  division  of  1768 
till  1808,  when  it  was  again  divided  into  East  Penn, 
West  Penn,  and  Lausanne.  East  Penn  embraced  the 
present  township  of  Mahoning,  and  the  greater  part 
of  Mauch  Chunk.  West  Penn  was  a  portion  of  ter- 
ritory west  of  East  Penn,  that  in  1811  became  a  part 
of  Schuylkill  County.  Lausanne  was  the  northern 
part  of  the  township  of  Penn,  and  embraced  the  pres- 
ent townships  of  Lausanne,  Lehigh,  Banks,  Packer, 
and  a  small  part  of  Mauch  Chunk. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  names  of  persons  who 
were  assessed  in  1808 : ' 
Peter  Andreas. 
Jacob  Andreas. 
William  Andreas. 
John  Andreas. 
Daniel  Andreas. 
Christian  Ackerman. 
Jonathan  Baohman. 
John  Baufield. 
Andrew  Beek. 
Anthony  Boekert. 
Henry  Bowman. 
Stephen  Balliet,  Sr. 
Stephen  Balliet,  Jr. 
Peter  Bobst. 
Leonard  Beltz. 
Jacob  Bachman. 
Solomon  Broomfield. 
Frederick  Delious. 
Henry  Dreisbach. 
Joshua  Davis,  Esq. 
Daniel  Ebert. 
Lewis  Ereke. 
Lawrence  Ebener. 
Conrad  Ebener. 
Jacob  Fritz,  Sr. 


Nicholas  Fuller. 
Jacob  Fuller. 
John  Freyman. 
Abraham  Freyman. 
John  Fuhr. 
John  Fuhr,  Jr. 
George  Fogleman. 
Caspar  Frederick. 
Andrew  Fritz. 
Peter  Frantz. 
Leonard  Fisher. 
George  Fritz. 
George  Griffith. 
Gertrude  Golduer,  widow. 
Jacob  Goldner. 
George  Geiger. 
Solomon  Gordon. 
George  Heller. 
Joseph  Hunsicker. 
William  Henry,  Esq. 
J.  Weiss. 

Henry  Hartmann. 
David  Heller. 
Caspar  Horn. 
Daniel  Hefflidseker. 


1  The  tax  levied  in  tliat  year  was  $iT5.39. 


Widow  Catharine  Haber- 

man. 
Christian  Hans. 
Leonard  Hans. 
Peter  Hartman. 
John  Handwerk. 
Martin  Heaster  estate. 
Jonathan  Erb. 
Peter  Handwerk. 
John  Heller. 
Christian  Horn. 
George  Henry  Horn. 
William  Heller. 
George  Halshoe. 
Andrew  Heller. 
Deater  Heller. 
John  Hagenbush. 
Theobald  Kendall. 
John  Kearney. 
Joshua  Kocher,  Sr. 
Joshua  Kocher,  Jr. 
John  Klotz. 
Andrew  Kunkel.     / 
John  Kuntz.         ^ 
John  Leichleidner. 
George  Lerbenguth. 
John  Lintz. 
Benjamin  Mathew. 
Jacob  Maury. 
Joseph  Mathew. 
Henry  Miller. 
Jost  Miller. 
George  Mertz. 
Abraham  Miller. 
Robert  McDaniel. 
Thomas  Mewharter. 
Peter  Notestine. 
Henry  Notestine. 
John  Notestine. 
Frederick  Newhard. 
Estate  of  Michael  Ohl. 


Henry  Ohl. 
Thomas  Paschall. 
Caspar  Peter. 
Jacob  Peter. 
John  Peter. 
Barnet  Rad. 
Henry  Remelly. 
Henry  Remelly,  Jr. 
H^nry  Rolf. 
Conrad  Rerig. 
Martin  Rerig. 
Daniel  Reber. 
William  Rex,  Sr. 
William  Rex,  Jr. 
Peter  Robenold. 
Peter  Rhoads,  Esq. 
George  Rex. 
William  Rawle. 
Joseph  Rhoads. 
Jacob  Renner. 
Samuel  Reinsmith. 
Christopher  Rex. 
George  Ruch. 
Conrad  Zolt. 
Paul  Zoit. 

Andrew  Steigerwalt. 
Adam  Stahneckel. 
Charles  Steigerwalt. 
Philip  Sanders. 
Joseph  Sewitz. 
Tobias  Schlosser. 
Carl  Weiss. 
George  Werthess. 
Simon  Wehr. 
Thomas  Wolton. 
Doctor  Weisler. 
George  Worthman. 
Christian  Wahl. 
Samuel  Walton. 
John  Zellner. 
Peter  Musselman. 


Mathias  Notestine, 
John  Solt. 
Nicholas  Mertz. 
Jacob  Smith. 
Daniel  Rerig. 
Frederick  Golduer 
John  Rei. 
William  Holshoe. 
John  Holshoe. 


Single  Freemen. 

John  Lischleter. 
Jacob  Maury. 
Jacob  Feller.' 
Peter  Notestine. 
Christian  Fisher. 
Peter  Feller. 
Jacob  Andreas. 
Christian  Miller. 
Peter  Holshoe. 


In  the  year  1827  the  territory  of  East  Penn  town- 
ship was  reduced  by  the  setting  off"  of  Mauch  Chunk, 
the  greater  part  of  which  was  taken  from  this  town- 
ship. In  the  year  1830  the  following  persons  were 
engaged  in  business  in  the  township  (Mahoning  and 
Lehighton  being  still  in  its  limits) : 
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Saw-milla — Henry  Arner,  Elizabeth  Daubenspeck, 
George  Heilman,  John  Hough,  Henry  Notestine. 

Grist-mills — Stephen  Balliet,  John  Hough,  Daniel 
Snyder. 

Taverns — Jacob  Andreas,  Christian  Fisher,  Jacob 
Fenstermacher. 

Distillery — Jacob  Fenstermacher. 

Forge— Balliet  &  Helflfrich. 

In  the  year  1842  ]VIahoning  township  was  set  off 
from  East  Penn,  reducing  it  to  its  present  territory. 

It  is  bounded  on  the  south  by  the  Blue  Ridge,  which 
separates  it  from  Lehigh  County.  Schuylkill  County 
is  on  its  western  border,  Mahoning  township  on  the 
north,  and  the  Lehigh  River  on  the  east. 

Lizard  Creek  rises  in  the  west  part  of  the  township, 
flows  through  Lizard  Creek  Valley,  from  which  it 
takes  its  name,  and  enters  the  Lehigh  River  nearly  at 
the  middle  of  the  east  line. 

The  southern  portion  of  the  township,  being  the 
northern  slope  of  the  Blue  Ridge,  is  still  as  much 
a  wilderness  as  when  the  Indians  roamed  the  trackless 
forests  a  century  and  a  half  ago.  The  valley  of  Lizard 
Creek  was  first  settled  by  the  Moravians-  soon  after 
the  massacre  at  Gnadenhiitten  in  1755.  An  Indian 
missionary  village  was  established  on  Lizard  Creek, 
and  was  named  "  Wecli-gue-toak."  At  this  place 
were  gathered  some  of  the  Indians  who  were  scat- 
tered at  the  time  of  the  burning  of  Gnadenhiitten. 
Moravian  missionaries  were  in  charge.  Loskiel,  the 
well-known  Moravian  writer  of  the  time,  has  the  set- 
tlement marked  on  a  map  of  the  region  made  in  1763. 
The  Scotch-Irish  settlers  along  the  valley  considered 
the  missions  convenient  places  of  gathering  for  un- 
friendly Indians,  and  threats  of  destruction  were  made 
to  the  inhabitants  of  this  and  other  missionary  vil- 
lages. These  became  so  frequent  that  the  settlement 
was  abandoned,  and  the  village  was  burned  by  a  party 
of  whites  in  November,  1763.  But  very  few,  if  any, 
families  had  settled  in  the  limits  of  what  is  now  East 
Penn  township  who  remained  through  the  troublous 
times  that  followed  the  defeat  of  Braddock. 

The  eastern  portion  of  the  township,  especially 
along  the  Lehigh  River,  was  not  settled  permanently 
until  after  1800.  The  western  portion  was  settled  by 
English  and  Germans,  who  came  in  after  the  Revolu- 
tion, working  their  way  from  the  westward,  settling 
first  in  what  became  West  Penn,  and  spreading  east- 
ward to  the  centre  of  the  township.  The  locality 
around  Benn  Salem  Church  in  both  townships  was 
the  centre  of  the  settlement.  The  history  of  that 
church  is  the  best  authority  we  have  for  the  names 
of  the  settlers  after  1781. 

An  examination  of  the  assessment-rolls  of  1781 
and  1808  will  show  how  few  families  of  the  earlier 
year  were  living  here  in  the  latter.  The  name  of 
Bauman  appears  in  both  rolls.  The  family,  how- 
ever, were  settlers  in  Towamensing,  and  probably 
owned  lands  in  this  township.  The  name  of  Valen- 
tine Bobst  in  1781   is  succeedect  in  1808  by  Peter 


Bobst.  John  and  Peter  Handwerk  appear  in  the 
former  year,  and  Peter  Handwerk  in  1808  is  still  a 
resident.  Samuel  Henry  in  1781  is  owner  of  prop- 
erty. In  1795,  William  Henry  was  joint  owner  with 
Jacob  Weiss  of  a  tract  of  land  on  which  Lehighton 
borough  is  situated.  Jacob  Peter's  name  occurs  in 
both  years,  and  in  the  latter  also  appear  Caspar  and 
John  Peter.  Michael  and  Everett  Ohle  are  assessed 
in  1781  on  property  as  residents,  and  Andrew  Ohle  on 
unseated  lands.  In  1808  the  estate  of  Michael  Ohle 
is  assessed  and  the  name  of  Henry  Ohle  appears. 
John  and  Joseph  Rhoads  appear  in  1781,  and  Joseph 
in  1808.  Peter  Rhoads,  Esq.,  is  assessed  in  the  latter 
year  on  unseated  lands.  He  was  a  resident  of  North- 
ampton (now  Allentown),  and  associate  judge  of 
Northampton  County.  Benjamin  Walton  was  as- 
sessed on  unseated  lands  in  1781,  which  seem  to  have 
been  occupied  in  1808  by  Thomas  and  Samuel  Walton. 
Simon  Wehr  was  assessed  in  1781.  In  1804  the  com- 
missioners of  Northampton  County  met  at  the  house 
of  George  Simon  Wehr  to  make  a  contract  to  build  a 
bridge  over  "  Mach  junk  Creek."  This  was  the  year 
in  which  the  Lehigh  and  Susquehanna  Turnpike  was 
chartered,  and  Wehr,  without  doubt,  kept  a  tavern  at 
the  place  that  later  became  so  widely  known  as  "The 
Landing  Tavern."  His  name  is  on  the  roll  of  1808. 
He  was  also  a  member  of  Benn  Salem  Church. 

Martin  Andreas  emigrated  from  Alsace,  on  the 
Rhine,  and  arrived  at  Philadelphia,  Oct.  7,  1749,  in 
the  ship  "  Leslie,"  J.  Bulldower  captain,  from  Rot- 
terdam, and  settled  in  Heidelberg  township  (now 
Lehigh  County),  Pa.  He  served  in  the  American 
army  during  the  Revolutionary  war  as  a  teamster. 

His  family  consisted  of  five  sons  and  one  daughter, 
named  as  follows :  Abraham,  Peter,  Jacob,  William, 
Martin,  and  Salome  (married  to  Jacob  Freyman). 

Jacob  and  Peter  jointly  purchased  and  occupied 
what  is  now  known  as  the  Andreas  or  Nimson  farm  in 
1793.  Jacob  married  Sarah  Washburn,  of  East  Penn 
township,  and  Peter  married  her  sister.  They  were 
granddaughters  of  John  Rhoads,  the  original  settler 
and  owner  of  the  tract.  Jacob  lived  on  the  farm  till 
his  death,  and  left  two  daughters,  of  whom  Hannah 
became  the  wife  of  A.  B.  Nimson.  She  is  now  living 
at  Lehighton.  A.  B.  Nimson  came  to  Pennsville 
about  1824,  and  taught  school  from  that  year  till  1832. 
He  was  a  part  of  the  time  in  the  employ  of  the  Coal 
and  Navigation  Company  at  Summit  Hill.  In  1846 
he  was  elected  justice  of  the  peace,  and  served  several 
terms.  In  1852  he  was  elected  register  and  recorder 
of  the  county,  and  re-elected  in  1855  and  in  1861. 

Peter  Andreas  lived  on  the  farm  from  his  first  set- 
tlement till  1810,  when  he  sold  it  to  Jacob  Dinkey 
and  removed  from  the  township.  Josiah  Andreas, 
Sarah  (the  wife  of  William  Bittenbender),  and  Ce- 
cilia (wife  of  Gideon  Kistler),  are  grandchildren  of 
Peter. 

William  Andreas,  brother  of  Jacob  and  Peter,  came 
into  the  township  in  1807,  and  purchased  a  farm  near 
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Benn  Salem  Church,  where  he  lived,  and  died  in 
1823,  He  left  two  sons, — Jonas  and  George.  The 
latter  lived  on  the  homestead  until  about  1850,  when 
he  sold  to  John  Neff,  whose  sou,  Reuben,  now  re- 
sides on  the  farm.  George  Andreas  emigrated  to 
Ohio,  where  he  still  resides. 

Jonas  settled  in  Lizard  Creek  Valley,  where  he 
now  lives. 

Jacob  Dinkey,  who  in  1810  purchased  the  Peter 
Andreas  tract,  was  a  native  of  Whitehall  township, 
Northampton  Co.  (now  Lehigh),  where  he  married. 
After  he  purchased  the  farm  of  Peter  Andreas  he  re- 
moved to  the  place  and  erected  a  dwelling-house,  in 
which  he  opened  a  tavern.  Adjoining  he  also  built 
a  store  and  a  blacksmith-shop.  Upon  his  farm  was 
built  the  first  school-house  in  the  lower  part  of  the 
township.  In  1820  he  was  appointed  justice  of  the 
peace,  and  served  many  years.  Upon  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  county  in  1843  he  was  elected  associate 
judge  of  Carbon  County,  being  associated  therein 
with  Asa  Packer.  He  died  in  1845,  aged  sixty-two 
years.  His  children  were  Sarah,  Charles,  James, 
Reuben,  Anna,  and  Leah.  Sarah  became  the  wife  of 
John  Bauman,  and  settled  at  Baumansville.  Charles 
settled  at  home,  kept  the  tavern  for  a  time,  was 
electedjusticeof  the  peace  in  1853,  and  died  at  Penns- 
ville.  Jonas  taught  school  for  a  term,  and  removed  to 
Easton.  Reuben  lived  at  home  many  years,  kept  the 
tavern,  was  elected  justice  of  the  peace  in  1858,  1863, 
and  1867,  later  removed  to  Baumansville,  where  he 
died.  Anna  remains  unmarried,  and  lives  in  the  vil- 
lage of  Pennsville.  Leah  became  the  wife  of  George 
Balliet,  and  settled  where  Miss  Anna  Dinkey  now  re- 
sides. 

Conrad  Rehrig  was  a  native  of  this  State,  his 
father  having  come  to  this  country  at  a  very  early 
day,  landing  at  Germantown,  and  settling  in  that  part 
of  the  State.  Conrad  served  in  the  Revolution,  after 
which  he  married  and  emigrated  to  north  of  the  Blue 
Ridge,  and  settled  in  Lizard  Creek  Valley,  between 
Pennsville  and  the  Reuben  Stiegerwalt  farm.  He  was 
one  of  the  founders  of  the  Benn  Salem  Church,  and  on 
the  building  committee  from  1794  to  1797.  He  lived 
many  years  after,  died,  and  was  buried  in  the  Benn 
Salem  churchyard.  He  had  eleven  children, — Mar- 
tin, Daniel,  John,  Jacob,  Jonas,  Michael,  Conrad, 
George,  William,  and  a  daughter,  Elizabeth,  who  be- 
came the  wife  of  Jacob  Stiegerwalt,  and  settled  farther 
up  the  valley.  Martin,  the  eldest  son,  settled  near 
the  Balliet  Forge,  where  he  died  in  1860.  His  chil- 
dren were  Solomon,  Jacob,  Charles,  Powell,  Paul, 
Elizabeth  (Mrs.  Jacob  Lentz),  Lydia  (Mrs.  John 
Liebergood),  and  Rebecca.  Solomon  settled  in  the 
township,  and  died  in  1854,  leaving  a  wife  and  chil- 
dren, who  later  moved  away.  The  property  was 
sold  to  Dennis  Bauman.  Jacob  moved  to  Slate- 
brook,  where  he  still  lives.  Charles  and  Powell 
settled  in  the  Lizard  Creek  Valley.  Charles,  a  son  of 
Charles,  lives   on   his  father's   farm,  and   is   an  en- 


gineer. George  and  Henry,  also  sons  of  Charles, 
live  near  Bowman's  Station.  Reuben,  a  son  of  Powell, 
lives  on  his  father's  farm.  Paul  also  settled  in  the 
valley,  where  his  son,  Reuben,  now  lives.  Of  the 
other  sons  of  Conrad,  Jacob  now  lives  in  Towamen- 
sing,  Conrad  settled  on  the  homestead,  and  died  single, 
Daniel  emigrated  West,  John  settled  in  the  township. 
Owen  Rehrig,  of  Lehighton,  is  a  son.  Jonas  also  lived 
in  the  township,  and  a  son,  Jonas,  lives  at  Lehighton. 
William,  the  youngest  son  of  Conrad,  born  in  1804, 
settled  on  the  homestead,  and  lived  and  died  there. 
Esaias  Rehrig,  of  Allentown,  and  William,  now  a  res- 
ident of  the  township,  are  sons.  Mrs.  Owen  Rehrig, 
Mrs.  Mahlin  Reichart,  of  Lehighton,  are  daughters. 

Jacob  Maurer  (or  Moury)  was  a  native  of  Columbia 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  emigrated  to  this  township  before 
1800,  and  purchased  a  tract  of  land  now  owned  by 
George  Moury.  He  built  the  stone  house  now  stand- 
ing on  the  farm  in  the  year  1817.  He  was  a  member 
of  Benn  Salem  Church.  In  the  year  1829,  George 
Moury,  the  present  owner,  a  nephew  of  Jacob,  came 
to  his  uncle's  from  Columbia  County,  and  lived  with 
him,  and,  as  Jacob  Moury  left  no  children,  George 
came  into  possession  of  the  farm. 

The  name  of  Heinrich  Miller  appears  on  the  as- 
sessment-roll of  1781,  and  as  an  early  member  of 
Benn  Salem  Church,  and  in  1808  the  names  of  Henry, 
Jost,  and  Abraham  Miller  are  recorded  as  property- 
owners,  and  Christian  Miller  is  given  as  a  single  free- 
man. One  George  Miller  was  in  possession  of  the 
farm  now  owned  by  Charles  Frantz  many  years  ago. 
He  sold  it  about  1840  and  emigrated  to  the  West. 

Stephen  Balliet,  Sr.,  who,  with  Samuel  Helfl'rich, 
built  the  Penn  Forge  in  1828,  moved  to  the  township 
from  Whitehall,  Lehigh  Co.,  in  1837,  when  his  son, 
Aaron,  was  erecting  the  Penn  Furnace.  He  lived  near 
the  furnace  till  his  death,  in  1854.  Of  his  children 
who  lived  in  the  township,  Aaron  remained  in  charge 
of  the  furnace  till  that  time,  and  returned  to  White- 
hall, where  he  now  lives.  George  married  Leah,  the 
daughter  of  Jacob  Dinkey,  and  settled  at  Pennsville. 
Joseph  carried  on  a  tan -yard  several  years  after  (1838). 
John  Balliet  in  later  years  purchased  the  furnace,  and 
still  owns  and  operates  it.  He  now  lives  at  Sla- 
tingtou. 

Daniel  Romig,  a  native  of  Berks  County,  was  born 
in  1799,  and  came  to  this  township  in  1820,  and  pur- 
chased a  farm  a  short  distance  southwest  of  Penns- 
ville. His  son,  Charles,  waselectedjusticeof  the  peace 
in  1863.  Daniel  Romig,  Jr.,  was  elected  in  1880,  and 
is  still  serving.  A  son  lives  at  Parry  villa.  Mrs.  Simon 
Reichart,  of  Mauch  Chunk,  is  a  daughter. 

Benn  Salem  Churcli. — This  society  was  organized 
by  members  of  the  Lutheran  and  German  Reformed 
Churches  who  had  settled  in  the  limits  of  the  terri- 
tory that  in  1808  became  East  and  West  Penn  town- 
ship. The  precise  date  of  its  organization  is  not 
known.  The  old  Ipg  church  which  was  occupied  for 
so  many  years  was  completed  in  1797.     It  is  said  to 
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have  been  commenced  three  years  before.  The  Revs. 
Schellhort,  Deshler,  Diehl,  and  John  Schwarbach 
preached  in  the  neighborhood  in  barns  and  houses 
before  the  completion  of  the  church.  The  building 
committee  were  Peter  Andreas,  Tobias  Schlosser,  Carl 
Stiegerwalt,  and  Conrad  Eehrig.  George  Fusselman 
was  the  builder.  It  was  built  of  logs,  thirty  by  forty- 
five  feet  in  dimensions,  having  galleries  on  the  sides. 
A  burial-place  was  laid  out  adjoining  the  church  lot, 
in  which  many  of  the  forefathers  of  this  region  sleep. 

The  pastors  who  have  served  the  Lutheran  Church 
are  as  follows  :  Daniel  George  Schaffer,  1797-1814 ; 
John  Caspar  Diehl,  1814-16;  Frederick  William 
Mendron,  1816-19;  John  Gottlieb  Yeager,  1819-32; 
Freyman,  1832-33;  Stohlen,  1833-36;  Schewver, 
1836-37;  Winner,  1837-40;  George,  1840-42;  Ernst 
August  Bauer,  1842-72;  William  Henry  Strauss, 
1872-84.     The  latter  is  still  pastor. 

The  following  are  the  names  of  the  German  Re- 
formed ministers:  Frederick  Wetterschlott,  Jacob 
Diefenbach,  John  Zulich  (1816-74),  Abraham  Bar- 
tholomew (succeeded  the  Rev.  Mr.  Zulich,  and  is  still 
in  the  service). 

The  congregation  of  the  Lutherans  numbers  about 
/three  hundred  members,  and  the  German  Reformed 
about  two  hundred  members. 

The  present  substantial  brick  edifice  was  built  on 
the  site  of  the  old  house  in  1855. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  early  members  of  the 
church.  It  must  be  remembered  that  the  church  is 
not  far  from  the  division  line  of  East  and  West  Penn 
townships,  and  many  of  its  members  were  residents  of 
what  is  now  Schuylkill  County  : 

Carl,  Peter,  and  Andrew  Steigerwalt,  Michael  Ohl, 
Johannes  Handwerk,  Johannes  Lechleidner,  Hein- 
rich  Lechleidner,  Lorenz  Ebner,  George  Wertner, 
John  Hoberman,  George  Hettler,  Franz  Krum,  Dan- 
iel Ranch,  Philip  Schleicher,  Peter  Schleicher,  John 
Schleicher,  William  Arner,  Leonard  Balliet,  Jacob 
Bachman,  Stephen  Balliet,  Peter  Hartman,  Heinrich 
Nothstein,  Abraham  Freyman,  Jacob  Mauser,  Leon- 
ard Hautz,  William  Rex,  Sr.,  Jacob  Rex,  Peter  An- 
dreas, Jacob  Guldner,  Daniel  Rehrig,  Conrad  Rehrig, 
Heinrich  Remaly,  Joshua  Kocher,  Johannes  Reber, 
Johannes  Andreas,  Jacob  Andreas,  Andrew  Kunkle, 
Eberhard  Ohl,  Joseph  Rhoads,  Barnabas  Rhoads, 
George  Whitehead,  Jacob  Hettinger,  Johannes  Horn, 
George  Heinrich  Horn,  Conrad  Soldt,  John  Diedrich 
Heller,  Johannes  Klotz,  Moyer  Arnold,  Philip  Sendle, 
Valentine  Schuck,  Thomas  Walton,  Andreas  Fritz, 
Andreas  Heller,  Jesse  Kern,  Nicolaus  Feller,  George 
Peck,  Andreas  Feller,  Peter  Musselman,  Christian 
Wohl,  Daniel  Ebert,  Conrad  Wehr,  George  Lechleid- 
ner, George  Griffin,  Jonathan  Bachman,  Frederick 
Delias,  Jacob  Fritz,  Conrad  Ebner,  Wilhelm  Andreas, 
Solomon  Gordon,  Daniel  Heil,  George  Andreas, 
George  Simon  Weber,  Heinrich  Miller,  Anthony 
Bachard,  George  Ohl,  Michael  Hoppes,  Johannes 
Heller,  George  Cunfer,  Peter  Stein,  John  George 
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Guldner,  George  Ruch,  Sr.,  Tobias  Schlosser,  John 
Fuhr,  John  Ringer,  Heinrich  Ziegle,  Christian  Acker- 
man.  There  are  many  other  names  of  later  date,  but 
the  names  here  given  are  of  value  as  showing  the  set- 
tlers at  the  time. 

Benn  Salem  Churchyard,— The  following  are  a 
few  of  the  names  of  persons  buried  in  the  grounds, 
with  date  of  death : 

Rev.  John  Schwarbach,  died  Oct.  31,  1800,  aged  81 
years. 

John  George  Guldner,  died  April  23,  1803,  aged  51 
years. 

Anna  Maria  Holshoe,  wife  of  George  Holshoe,  died 
Aug.  28,  1814,  aged  67  years. 

George  Ruch,  died  April  5,  1808,  aged  89  years. 

Sarah  Washburn,  wife  of  Jacob  Andreas,  died  Feb. 
23,  1803,  aged  40  years. 

Elizabeth  "Legleidner,''  wife  of  Heinrich  Lech- 
leitner,  died  Nov.  4,  1830,  aged  40  years. 

Heinrich  Legleidner  [Lechleitner],  died  Feb.  5, 
1844,  aged  60  years. 

John  Peter  Steigerwalt,  died  Sept.  15, 1840,  aged  78 
years. 

Christina  Steigerwalt,  wife  of  John  Peter,  died 
Sept.  30,  1850,  aged  95  years.  At  the  time  of  her 
death  there  were  two  hundred  and  ninety-nine  de- 
scendants. 

Lorenz  Ebner,  died  Nov.  10,  1842,  aged  80  years. 

Salome  Ebner,  wife  of  Lorenz,  died  July  1,  1838, 
aged  80  years. 

Andrew  Stiegerwalt,  Carl  Stiegerwalt,  Robert  Mc- 
Daniel  and  his  wife,  Elizabeth,  Conrad  Rehrig,  and 
many  others,  to  whom  no  tablets  are  erected. 

Schools. — The  earliest  schools  in  the  township 
were  connected  with  the  Benn  Salem  congregation, 
which  was  organized  before  1790.  Its  church  edifice 
was  completed  in  1797,  and  school  was  kept  after  that 
in  the  building.  But  little  is  known  of  it.  The  school 
was  taught  entirely  in  German.  In  the  lower  or  east- 
ern part  of  the  township  the  first  school  wag  started 
not  far  from  1812.  A  stone  school-house  was  erected 
on  the  farm  of  Jacob  Dinkey,  and  a  term  of  three 
months  was  taught  by  Lawrence  Enge,  and  was  en- 
tirely English.  He  was  succeeded  by  Abram  Miller, 
James  Campbell,  Geoffrey  Zilich,  Jacob  and  James 
Dinkey,  Andrew  Croniean,  Abram  Low,  Calvin  Ber- 
tolette,  Charles  Black,  A.  B.  Nimson  (1824-32),  Oliver 
Musselman, Alger  (1850).  The  following  certifi- 
cate was  given  to  Hannah  Andreas  (now  Mrs.  A.  B. 
Nimson,  of  Lehighton) : 

*'ThiB  is  to  certify  that  the  bearer,  Hannah  Andreas,  is  head  of  her 
class  by  her  good  attention  to  her  Book,  and  hereby  has  gained  the 
good-wiU  of  her  Tutor. 

"Andrew  Croniean, 

"  the  30th  of  January,  1821." 

This  stone  school-house  was  used  until  about  1866, 
when  the  present  one  was  built  adjoining  the  Union 
Church  at  Pennsville. 

The  township  accepted  the  school  law  about  1840, 
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and  now  contains  six  schools,  with  about  three  hun- 
dred pupils.  The  following  is  a  list  of  the  school 
directors  since  1844 : 

1844. — George  Horter,  Jacob  Fatzinger. 
1845. — Charles  Dinkey,  William  Eehrig. 
1846. — Jonas  Andreas,  John  Hoberman. 
1847. — Jacob  Steigerwalt,  Josiah  Frantz. 
1848. — William  Eehrig,  Eeuben  Dinkey. 
1849. — Samuel  Euoh,  Paul  Eehrig. 
1850. — Thomas  Shaffer,  John  Bauman,  William 
Beck. 

1851. — Aaron    Balliet,     Jacob    Westman,     Jouas 
Eehrig. 

1852. — Elias    George,    Daniel     Notestine,    Henry 
Peter,  Eeuben  Peter. 

1853.— John  Miller,  George  Schultz. 
1854. — John  Hunsicker,  Jesse  Heilmau. 
1855. — Michael  Herter,  Jacob  Euch,  George  Euch, 
John  B.  Euch. 

1856. — George  Schultz,  Charles  H.  Niiuson. 
1857.— Michael  Herter,  George  Hetl^r. 
1858. — Jacob  Davis,  Peter  HabermaQ. 
1859. — George  Schultz,  Charles  Eerig. 
1860. — Joseph  Haberman,  Eeuben  Herter. 
1861. — Gideon  Peter,  Eeuben  Dinkey. 
1862. — George  Maury,  Jacob  Westman. 
1863.— M.  Stiegerwalt,  William  B.  Eehrig. 
1864. — G.  Kistler,  John  Haberman,  Joseph  Hol- 
shoe. 

1865.—  Daniel  Eomig,  Jr.,  Levi  Stiegerwalt. 
1866. — Isaac  Ginter,  Elias  Euch. 
1867.— Gideon  Peter,  John  BaUieti 
1868. — John  Albright,  Owen  Andrew. 
1869. — Isaac  Ginter,  Thomas.  Haney. 
1870. — Jacob  Stiegerwalt,  William  Eoss. 
1871. — Josiah  Andreas,  Daniel  Eomig. 
1872.— Gideon  Eehrig,  Gideon  Peter, 
1873. — Josiah  Andreas,  Levi  Frantz. 
1874.— Harrison  Sdegerwalt,  James  Appenseller. 
1875.— Joel  Heintzleman,  T.  W.  Stiegerwalt. 
1876.— Lewis  Euch,  Henry  Schultz. 
1877.— Samuel  Mill,  Joseph  Euch,  David  Wehr. 
1878.— John  Eeigel,  Owen  Smith. 
1879.— David     Delong,     George     Maury,    Wilson 
Ebbert. 

1880.— Gideon  Kistler,  Harrison  Germon. 
1881. — Elias  Euch,  James  Youser,  Solomon  Furby. 
1882.— Harrison  Stiegerwalt,  Jacob  Heintzleman. 
1883.— Elias  Smith,  Albert  Bauman. 
Justices  of  the  Peace.— Prior  to  1840  the  justices 
were  appointed  for  districts  embracing  two  or  three 
townships.    A  list  of  those  who  held  jurisdiction  over 
this  territory  will  be  found  in  the  civil  list  of  the 
county. 

The  following-named  persons  have  served  as  justices 
of  the  peace  of  the  township  since  the  organization 
of  Carbon  County : 

Jacob  Dinkey,  elected  March,  1845. 
A.  B.  Nimson,  elected  March,  1846. 


Aaron  Balliet,  elected  March,  1847. 
A.  B.  Nimson,  elected  March,  1851. 
Charles  Dinkey,  elected  March,  1852. 
John  Hunsicker,  elected  March,  1853. 
Charles  H.  Nimson,  elected  March,  1857. 
John  Hunsicker,  elected  March,  1858. 
Eeuben  Dinkey,  elected  March,  1858. 
Eeuben  Dinkey,  elected  March,  1863. 
Charles  Eomig,  elected  March,  1865,  declined. 
Daniel  Eomig,  elected  March,  1866,  declined. 
Eeuben  Dinkey,  elected  March,  1867. 
Elias  S.  Heintzleman,  elected  March.  1869,  declined. 
Lewis  Ginter,  elected  March,  1869,  declined. 
John  D.  Balliet,  elected  February,  1875. 
Elias  S.  Heintzleman,  elected  January,  1880. 
Daniel  Eomig,  Jr.,  elected  January,  1880. 
,    A.  S.  Stiegerwalt,  elected  March,  1882. 

Penn  Forge  and  Furnace.— Stephen  Balliet  and 
Samuel  Helffrich,  in  1828,  two  years  after  the  erection 
of  the  Lehigh  Furnace  in  Heidelberg  township  (now 
Washington,  Lehigh  County),  purchased  land  on 
the  north  side  of  the  mountain,  in  East  Penn  town- 
ship, Carbon  Co.,  and  near  Pennsville,  where  they 
erected  a  forge  known  as  Penn  Forge.  This  was  con- 
ducted by  them  till  the  death  of  Mr.  Helffrich,  in  1830. 
Mr.  Balliet,  in  1832,  purchased  the  Helffrich  interest. 
At  this  time  Mr.  Balliet  owned  in  the  vicinity  about 
seven  hundred  acres  of  land.  In  1837  he  moved  to 
the  locality,  purchased  about  three  thousand  acres  of 
land,  erected  a  furnace  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile 
farther  down  the  mountain,  and  constructed  four  tene- 
ment-houses, making  eleven  in  all.  He  continued  to 
reside  here  till, his  death,  in  January,  1854.  His  son, 
Aaron  Balliet,  now  of  North  Whitehall,  was  in  charge 
from  1838  to  1855,  Soon  after  the  death  of  Mr.  Bal- 
liet the  furnace  and  forge  property  was  sold  to  Solo- 
mon Boyer  and  A.  B.  Nimson,  and  about  1858  it  passed 
to  John  Balliet,  a  son  of  Stephen,  by  whom  it  is  still 
owned  and  operated.  It  is  a  charcoal  furnace,  and  is 
in  blast  from  eight  to  ten  mouths  each  year. 

PennsviUe.— About  the  year  1807,  William  Jacob 
and  Peter  Andreas  purchased  a  large  tract  of  land  in 
Penn  township,  embracing  what  is  now  Pennsville. 
Peter  sold  his  land,  in  1809,  to  Jacob  Dinkey,  who  in 
the  next  year  erected  a  building,  which  he  used  as  a 
dwelling  and  a  tavern.  He  also  built  a  blacksmith- 
shop  and  a  store.  Jacob  Andreas  continued  upon  his 
land,  and  in  1828  opened  a  tavern,  which  he  kept 
about  three  years. 

A  post-office  was  established  about  the  same  time, 
and  was  kept  in  the  store  of  Jacob  Dinkey,  he  being 
the  postmaster.  The  office  was  kept  there  many  years 
and  then  abandoned.  On  the  9th  of  April,  1883,  it 
was  again  established,  and  Penrose  George  was  ap- 
pointed postmaster.  He  also  keeps  the  hotel  and 
store  at  Pennsville.  The  hotel  was  kept  by  Jacob 
Dinkey  and  his  sons,  Charles  and  Reuben,  many 
years;  in  1868  was  sold  to  William  Smith,  and  later 
passed  to  several  others,  and  was  finally  destroyed  by 
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fire,  July  21,  1873.  It  was  rebuilt  in  1874  by  Henry 
Notestine,  who  kept  it  two  years,  and  sold  to  Penrose 
George,  the  present  proprietor. 

The  people  in  the  vicinity  of  Pennsville  are  mostly 
Germans,  and  members  of  the  Lutheran  and  German 
Reformed  Churches.  Religious  services  were  held  in 
the  school-house  for  many  years,  and  in  1851  the  pres- 
ent church  edifice  was  erected.  The  pastors  who 
have  ministered  to  the  Lutheran  congregation  are  as 
follows :  Revs.  E.  A.  Bauer,  D.  K.  Kepner,  and  Gustave 
A.  Breugel,  the  present  pastor. 

The  Rev.  Charles  J.  Eichenberg  served  the  German 
Reformed  many  years,  and  was  succeeded  by  the  Rev. 
Abraham  Bartholomew,  who  is  the  present  pastor. 

The  schools  of  the  village  are  treated  of  in  the 
history  of  the  schools  of  the  township. 
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CHARLES    H.    NIMSON. 

Prior  to  relating  in  outline  the  life  of  the  man 
whose  name  forms  the  caption  of  this  sketch,  we  will 
present  a  few  facts  concerning  his  father,  who  was  also 
a  well-known  citizen  of  Carbon  County.  A.  B.  Nim- 
son  was  born  Aug.  15,  1805,  at  Delmenhurst,  in  the 
grand  duchy  of  Oldenberg,  Germany,  and  was  the 
son  of  Peter  Numsen,  a  merchant,  and  his  wife, 
Sophia  Meendsen.  He  came  to  Philadelphia  with 
his  parents  in  infancy,  and  his  boyhood  was  spent  in 
that  city,  Baltimore,  and  in  the  counties  of  North- 
ampton and  Berks,  in  this  State.  He  was  employed 
as  a  clerk  at  the  iron-works  in  different  localities  in 
the  northern  part  of  the  latter  county  while  yet  quite 
young,  and  later  had  charge  of  the  Quincy  Furnace, 
in  Schuylkill  County.  It  was  then,  about  1827,  that 
Mr.  Nimson  became  a  resident  of  East  Penn  town- 
ship, Carbon  Co.,  from  the  border  of  which  the  fur- 
nace was  not  more  than  half  a  mile  distant.  Having 
obtained  a  very  fair  education,  he  was  enabled  to  fill 
the  position  of  teacher  for  the  neighborhood,  and  he 
also  gave  instruction  in  music ;  but  these  employ- 
ments were  only  occasionally  followed,  and  were  sub- 
sidiary to  that  at  the  furnace.  From  1837  to  1852  his 
time  and  attention  were  divided  between  farming  and 
merchandising,  and  from  1852  until  his  death,  in  1869, 
he  was  chiefly  occupied  with  public  affairs,  serving  five 
terms  as  register  and  recorder  of  deeds,  and  also  fill- 
ing the  oflices  of  auditor  and  commissioner's  clerk. 
He  was  an  active,  enterprising  man,  possessing  the 
unqualified  confidence  of  his  fellow-citizens,  and  mer- 
iting it  by  his  conduct  in  every  station  of  life  to  which 
he  was  called.  In  politics  he  was  a  stanch  and  life- 
long Democrat. 

Mr.  Nimson  married,  July  29,  1829,  Hannah  An- 
dreas (born  Aug.  1,  1810),  daughter  of  Jacob  and 


Mary  (Schoenberger)  Andreas.  She  was  a  grand- 
daughter of  Jacob  and  Sarah  (Washburn)  Andreas, 
the  latter  a  granddaughter  of  John  Rhoads,  the  orig- 
inal settler  and  owner  of  the  Andreas,  or  Nimson 
farm,  and  a  great-granddaughter  of  Martin  Andreas, 
who  came  to  America  in  1749  and  settled  in  Heidel- 
berg township,  Lehigh  Co.  Mrs.  Nimson  is  still  liv- 
ing, a  resident  of  Lehighton,  and  owns  the  old  home- 
stead in  East  Penn,  a  sketch  of  which  appears  in  this 
volume. 

Charles  H.  Nimson,  the  only  child  of  A.  B.  and 
Hannah  (Andreas)  Nimson,  was  born  in  East  Penn, 
May  19,  1834,  and  received  his  early  ed-iication  in  the 
old  stone  school-house  near  by  his  home.  When  six- 
teen years  of  age  he  was  placed  in  a  drug-store  in 
Philadelphia.  In  1852  he  was  employed  as  a  clerk  at 
1  the  old  Lehigh  Furnace,  and  from  that  time  onward 
i  he  has  been  identified  with  the  iron  interests  of  the 
j  valley.  In  1855  he  returned  to  the  scenes  of  his  early 
boyhood,  and  became  identified  with  the  management 
of  the  East  Penn  Furnace  and  Forge.  The  same 
year  he  was  elected  on  the  Democratic  ticket  as  the 
surveyor  of  Carbon  County.  In  1857  he  bought  the 
Pennsville  Forge  from  the  Balliet  estate,  and  a  year 
later,  in  association  with  Solomon  Boyer,  purchased 
the  East  Penn  Furnace,  which  the  firm  carried  on 
until  1860.  Mr.  Nimson  then  went  to  Lehigh  County, 
where  he  assumed  a  responsible  position  with  the 
Ironton  Railroad  Company,  and  soon  after  became 
the  general  manager  of  the  company's  railroad  and 
mines.  In  1863,  in  connection  with  his  former  duties, 
he  took  charge  of  the  Roberts  Iron  Company's  Furr 
naces  at  Allentown,  to  which — a  year  later  abandoning 
the  management  of  the  road  and  mines — he  devoted 
his  entire  attention.  He  continued  in  the  position  of 
general  superintendent  with  responsibilities  constantly 
enlarging  as  other  iron  establishments  from  time  to 
time  were  consolidated  by  merger  with  the  Roberts 
Iron-Works,  and  now  occupies  that  office  with  the 
Allentown  Rolling  Mill,  which  is  the  outcome  of  the 
aggregation.  During  the  period  of  his  connection  with 
this  extensive  institution,  large  as  have  been  his 
labors  and  responsibilities,  his  attention,  has  not  been 
exclusively  claimed  by  it,  but  he  has  been  interested 
in  or  engaged  in  managing  various  furnaces,  rollingr 
mills,  forges,  and  mining  operations,  demanding  in 
the  aggregate  the  constant  exercise  of  a  very  uncom- 
mon executive  ability. 

Mr.  Nimson  was  maiTied,  Dec.  25,  1853,  to  Elmira 
S.  Hallman,  daughter  of  Dr.  Jesse  J.  Hallman,  and 
granddaughter  of  Stephen  Balliet,  Sr.,  the  pioneer 
ironmaster  of  the  region.  Two  children  were  the 
offspring  of  this  union, — Alger  and  Emma  S.  (mar- 
ried to  Miles  L.  Eckert,  of  Allentown,  Dec.  5,  1876. 
Mr.  Nimson  and  family  reside  at  the  old  homestead 
in  East  Penn. 
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CHAPTEB,  XIV. 

FRANKLIN   TOWNSHIP. 

The  territory  that  is  now  embraced  in  the  town- 
ship of  Franklin  was  originally  part  of  the  old  Towa- 
mensing  township,  and  in  1841  became  a  part  of 
Upper  Towamensing,  or  Towamensing.  It  so  re- 
mained until  1850,  when  at  the  January  term  of  the 
Carbon  County  Court  a  petition  was  presented  asking 
for  a  division  of  the  township.  At  the  next  term  of 
court,  held  in  April  following,  Thomas  Kemerer, 
Thomas  L.  Foster,  and  A.  B.  Nimson  were  appointed 
commissioners  to  view  the  township,  and  if  thought 
advisable  to  run  division-lines  and  report  thereon  to 
the  next  court.  The  view  was  made,  a  line  was  run, 
and  report  made  at  the  June  term,  but  for  some 
reason  not  mentioned  in  the  minutes  the  report  was 
set  aside.  On  the  5th  of  October  the  same  year 
(1850),  the  subject  was  again  brought  to  the  notice  of 
the  court,  and  an  amendment  was  ordered.  What 
action  was  taken  is  not  stated,  but  under  date  of  the 
2d  of  January,  1851,  the  following  record  occurs  in 
the  minutes :  "  The  court  confirm  absolute  and  name 
the  new  township  Franklin." 

It  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  the  Pocono  Moun- 
tain, which  divides  it  from  the  township  of  Penn 
Forest,  on  the  east  by  Towamensing,  on  the  south  by 
Lower  Towamensing,  and  on  the  west  by  the  Lehigh 
River.  The  Poho  Poco  Creek  rises  in  Towamensing 
township,  flows  westwardly  through  Franklin,  and  at 
a  point  southeast  from  Weissport  turns  abruptly  and 
runs  nearly  parallel  with  the  river  for  some  distance, 
and  enters  the  Lehigh  River  at  Parryville.  The 
township  is  uneven,  but  is  well  adapted  to  agricul- 
tural pursuits. 

An  Indian  Atrocity. — About  the  middle  of  the 
last  century  a  few  families  settled  within  the  limits  of 
this  township,  but  all  removed  a  few  years  later  when 
the  Indians  exhibited  their  fierce  enmity  towards  the 
whites  along  the  border.  Among  them  was  the  Hoeth 
family,  who  became  the  victims  of  a  little  war-party 
in  December,  1755.  The  house  of  Frederick  Hoeth, 
which  stood  twelve  miles  east  of  the  site  of  Weiss- 
port,  was  stealthily  visited  by  five  Indians  while  the 
family  were  at  supper.  They  fired  a  volley  through 
the  door  and  window,  killing  Hoeth  and  wounding  a 
woman.  The  other  adult  inmates  rushed  out  and 
sought  safety  in  flight  and  concealment.  Mrs.  Hoeth 
hid  in  the  bake-house,  to  which  the  Indians  imme- 
diately applied  fire.  Enduring  the  heat  and  smoke 
as  long  as  she  could,  the  unfortunate  woman  finally 
rushed  out,  and  to  relieve  her  agony  leaped  into  the 
water.  There  she  died,  either  from  her  burns  or  by 
drowning.  The  Indians  had,  in  the  mean  time,  set 
fire  to  the  house,  and  three  children  perished  in  the 
flames.  A  grown-up  daughter  was  killed  and  scalped, 
and  several  others  taken  as  captives  into  the  Indian 
country  to  the  northward.     One  Indian  was  killed 


I  and  one  wounded  in  the  affray.     The  few  remaining 
I  inhabitants  of  the  region  fled.^ 

I  Early  Settlers.— The  earliest  permanent  settlers  in 
the  limits  of  what  is  now  Franklin  township  were, 
without  doubt,  the  Solt  family,  who  settled  on  land 
part  of  which  is  now  owned  by  Mrs.  Maria  Colton. 
Of  this  family  John  Solt  was  the  father.  In  1781  the 
names  that  appear  on  the  assessment-roll  are  John 
Solt,  Sr.,  David,  Daniel,  and  John.  John  Jacob  Solt 
lived  on  the  farm  now  owned  by  Mrs.  Maria  Colton, 
on  Poho  Poco  Creek.  He  had  sons, — Jacob,  Conrad, 
Peter,  and  Daniel,  and  daughters,— Eve  (Mrs.  David 
Shafer),  Susan  (Mrs.  Daniel  Arner),  Polly  (Mrs.  Con- 
rad Solt),  Betsey  (Mrs.  Jacob  Swank),  Maria  (Mrs. 
Daniel  Solt). 

Jacob  settled  on  part  of  the  old  homestead,  and  died 
in  1882  at  the  age  of  eighty-six  years.  He  left  two 
sons, — Isaiah  and  Reuben.  They  are  both  living  in 
the  township.  Two  daughters, — Sarah  (Mrs.  Frank- 
lin Klotz),  and  Elizabeth  (Mrs.  John  Hill),— both 
live  in  the  township. 

Conrad  remained  unmarried,  and  died  many  years 
ago. 

Peter  lived  on  part  of  the  homestead  farm.  He 
married  Eva  Grover,  a  sister  of  Andrew  Grover,  now 
living  at  Weissport.  They  had  one  son,  Henry,  who 
lived  for  a  time  on  the  homestead. 

Daniel  lived  near  the  homestead,  and  died  there. 
His  son,  Charles,  is  in  the  township. 

Daniel  Solt,  who  married  Maria  Solt,  was  a  son  of 
Paul  Solt,  who  was  one  of  the  brothers  of  John  Jacob. 
They  had  a  son,  Stephen  Solt,  who  is  now  living  and 
is  the  veteran  school-teacher  of  the  township,  having 
taught  for  over  thirty  years.  Daniel  Ticebaugh  mar- 
ried a  daughter  of  Paul  Solt. 

John  Arner  was  of  the  family  who  came  into  Tow- 
amensing soon  after  the  Revolution,  and  settled  on 
the  farm  now  owned  by  Benjamin  Peter.  He  lived 
and  died  here,  and  left  sons, — Daniel  and  Jacob, 
and  daughter  Susan  (Mrs.  Jacob  Snyder),  and  Mrs. 
Moore,  of  Conyngham  Valley,  near  Hazleton.  Dan- 
iel married  Susan,  the  daughter  of  John  Jacob  Solt, 
and  moved  to  Weissport  about  1827,  where  he  settled 
about  the  time  the  village  was  laid  out.  He  was  a 
carpenter  and  builder.  He  died  there  about  1853, 
sixty-one  years  of  age. 

Jost  Driesbach  was  also  of  an  old  family  who  came 
to  the  township  before  1800.  He  settled  on  the  Poho 
Poco  Creek,  below  the  land  of  Jacob  Housknecht, 
and  died  there,  leaving  a  son,  Peter,  who  settled  on 
the  homestead,  and  whose  son,  Dennis,  now  owns  the 
property.  Mrs.  Samuel  Hartman,  Mrs.  Daniel  Wentz, 
and  Mrs.  William  Kern  were  daughters  of  Jost  Dries- 
bach,  and  all  resided  in  the  township.  Mrs.  Hart- 
man  is  still  living. 

Leonard  Beltz,  a  native  of  Franklin,  married  Miss 


1  Provincial  Records,  vol.  v .  p.  332.    See  the  opening  chapter  of  the 
History  of  Carbon  County. 
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E.  Boyer,  daughter  of  Frederick  Boyer,  and  settled  on 
land  near  Parry  ville,  where  he  kept  a  hotel,  and  finally 
died.  His  wife  died  at  the  age  of  one  hundred  and 
five  years,  in  1867.  Their  children  were, — Nicholas, 
Peter,  Jacob,  John,  Eli,  Frank,  Thomas,  Susan,  Mary, 
Molly,  and  Elizabeth.  The  old  farm  is  now  Parry- 
ville.  Nicholas  settled  there,  and  his  daughters,  Mrs. 
Lenoyer  and  Mrs.  Mowry,  now  live  in  the  village. 

Peter,  now  ninety  years  of  age,  is  living  with  Jacob 
Hoyt,  his  son-in-law.  He  owned  a  farm  above  Maria 
Furnace. 

Jacob  settled  in  Northampton  County,  near  Lock- 
port.  John  settled  in  Mahoning  township.  A  daugh- 
ter, Mrs.  A.  Arner,  lives  on  the  farm  he  owned. 
Frank  settled  in  this  township,  and  a  son,  John  F., 
now  lives  here.  Elizabeth  removed  to  Schuylkill 
County.  Thomas  lives  in  Mahoning  township.  Squire 
H.  A.  Beltz,  of  Lehighton,  is  his  son.  Susan  (Mrs. 
Samuel  Nunemacher),  and  Mary  (Mrs.  Jonathan 
Haines)  live  in  Parry  ville,  and  Elizabeth  (Mrs.  Daniel 
Bloss)  near  the  town,  while  Molly  (Mrs.  Joseph  Beck) 
resides  in  Illinois. 

George  Walk  about  1800  settled  on  Saw-Mill  Creek, 
where  he  built  a  saw-mill  and  carried  on  lumbering 
many  years.  The  place  is  now  owned  by  Edward 
Sensinger.  He  had  five  sons, — George,  Thomas, 
Solomon,  Simon,  and  Daniel.  George  settled  above 
Little  Gap ;  Thomas  on  the  homestead ;  Simon  above 
Weissport;  Daniel  at  Pine  Run.  Of  two  daughters, 
Elizabeth  became  the  wife  of  Charles  Stetler,  and 
Caroline  of  Jonah  Markley. 

Jacob  Housknecht  was  a  land-holder  here  in  1781, 
his  farm  including  the  site  of  Maria  Furnace.  The 
land  passed  into  possession  of  his  son,  Martin,  who  in 
1826  sold  a  part  of  it  to  David  Heinbach.  Little  is 
now  known  of  the  original  owner. 

A  number  of  families  came  into  the  township  about 
1812-15,  but  they  cannot  properly  be  called  early 
settlers. 

Schools.'  —  From  information  gathered  from  the 
oldest  residents  of  Franklin  township,  it  appears 
that  previous  to  the  year  1822  there  were  no  schools 
in  what  now  comprises  the  township.  Prior  to  that 
year  the  children  attended  school  kept  on  the  site  of 
the  old  Gnadenhiitten  Mission.  In  that  year  (1822) 
a  school  was  opened  on  the  site  of  the  present  No.  7 
school-house,  and  near  the  old  Hoeth  homestead.  It 
was  conducted  entirely  in  German,  and  t.aught  by 
Lewis  Schnell ;  the  only  books  used  were  the  A,  B,  C 
Book,  the  Psalter,  and  the  Bible.  In  1827  the  school 
was  removed  three  miles  south,  to  the  homestead  of 
the  Rev.  Charles  Eichenberg,  and  kept  in  the  old  stone 
building,  still  standing,  and  now  used  as  a  residence. 
At  this  place  the  school  in  the  township  was  held 
until  the  present  school  system  was  adopted.  The 
teachers  at  tBis  place  were  respectively  James  Keener 
(a  Pennsylvania  German)  and  John  Keifer  (a  native 


'  By  Professoi-  J.  F.  Snyder. 


of  Germany),  the  former  being  still  well  remembered 
as  a  good  disciplinarian  and  laying  much  stress  on 
having  the  children  commit  to  memory  prayers  and 
hymns,  which  were  regularly  repeated  before  recita- 
tions.    The  schools  were  entirely  German. 

The  public  school  law  passed  in  1834,  and  in  1836 
it  was  accepted  by  Towamensing  township,  of  which 
this  was  a  part.  A  log  school-house  was  erected  by 
the  citizens  without  taxation  nearly  on  the  site  of 
school-houae  No.  5.  The  logs  were  furnished  by 
Daniel  Zolt  ('^olt),  having  been  taken  from  an  old 
building  which  was  erected  before  the  Revolution. 
This  school  was  also  entirely  German,  and  taught  by 
Mr.  Stein.  The  second  public  school  building  was 
erected  in  Weissport. 

The  township  has  at  present  ten  schools.  Nos.  1, 
2,  and  8  occupy  the  building  at  East  Weissport. 
This  school  was  organized  in  1851  and  a  school-house 
erected,  which  was  replaced  by  the  present  building  in 
1867.  The  schools  combined  number  one  hundred 
and  fifty  pupils. 

School-house  No.  3  was  originally  built  in  1847. 
The  present  building  was  erected  on  its  site  in  1878. 
Fifty  pupils  are  in  attendance. 

School  No.  4  was  organized  in  1866,  and  the  present 
building  was  bought  from  a  board  of  church  trustees, 
it  having  been  erected  in  1842.  This  school  numbers 
fifty-three  pupils. 

School  No.  5. — This  location  is  where  the  first  pub- 
lic school  in  the  county  was  opened  in  1836.  The  old 
log  house  was  torn  down  in  1860,  and  the  present 
building  erected  in  that  year.  The  school  has  a  mem- 
bership of  sixty-five. 

School-house  No.  6  is  located  not  far  from  where 
the  second  pay  school-house  was  built,  and  the  dis- 
trict was  formed  in  1851.  The  old  building  was  used 
until  1861,  when  it  was  replaced  by  the  present  brick 
edifice,  which  is  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  farther 
east,  at  Beltzville.  There  are  in  attendance  at  this 
school  an  average  attendance  of  forty  pupils. 

No.  7  school-house  stands  nearly  on  the  site  of  the 
school-house  that  was  built  in  1822.  The  first  public 
school  building  was  erected  here  in  1854,  and  was  in 
use  till  the  erection  of  the  present  school  building  in 
1880.     Forty  pupils  are  in  attendance. 

School  No.  9  was  organized  in  1879,  and  has  thirty- 
four  pupils. 

School  No.  10  was  established  in  1883,  and  has  a 
roll  of  seventy-four  pupils. 

The  oldest  teacher  in  the  township  is  Stephen  Solt, 
who  has  taught  over  thirty  years  almost  exclusively 
in  Franklin  township. 

Following  is  a  list  of  the  names  of  school  directors 
who  have  served  since  the  organization  of  the  town- 
ship : 

1851. — Lewis  Weiss,  Walter  Leisenring,  one  year ; 
David  Bowman,  Ashbury  Gilham,  two  years ;  James 
Brown,  Peter  Krum,  three  years. 

1852. — Joseph  Wintermuth,  Levi  Wentz. 
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1853. — Daniel  Wentz,  John  DeLong. 

1854. — Charles  A.  German,  Charles  Stedler. 

1855. — George  W.  Staples,  Henry  Smith. 

1856. — James  Anthony,  Jonathan  Fincher. 

1857. — Henry  Boyer,  Josiah  Euch. 

1858.— John  Schwab,  M.  W.  Raudenbush,  James 
W.  Heberling. 

1859. — James  Brown,  C.  Snyder. 

I860.— Henry  Boyer,  D.  H.  Dreisbach,  Peter  Krum, 
James  Anthony. 

1861. — David  Beltz,  Edward  Sensinger. 

1862.— D.  H.  Dreisbach,  G.  Laury. 

1863. — Joseph  Thomas,  Henry  Boyer. 

1864. — Edward  Sensinger,  David  Held. 

1865. — Cornelius  Snyder,  David  Beltz. 

1866. — Dennis  Bauman,  Lewis  Weiss. 

1867.— J.  M.  Roberts,  Edward  Rober. 

1868. — Daniel  Sensinger,  Samuel  Boyer. 

1869.— C.  J.  Eichenberg,  Stephen  Best. 

1870.— Solomon  Walk. 

1871.— W.  H.  Whitehead,  Robert  Anthony. 

1872. — Jacob  Ziegenfuss,  Simeon  Walk. 

1873. — Solomon  Weaver,  Reuben  Boyer. 

1874. — David  Beltz,  Abraham  Henry. 

1875. — Simeon  Walk,  Robert  Anthony. 

1876. — Cornelius  Rang,  Solomon  Walk. 

1877. — Josiah  Ruch,  George  Senchel. 

1878. — Tilghraan  Dreisbach,  Robert  Anthony. 

1879. — Jacob  Straub,  Solomon  Walk. 

1880.— Henry  Miller,  W.  C.  Weiss. 

1881. — Robert  Anthony,  Sr.,  Tilghman  Dreisbach. 

1882.— J.  E.  Freeman,  J.  E.  Beltz,  Neal  Brisbin. 

1883.— J.  P.  Snyder,  Henry  Miller. 

Maria  Furnace.- On  the  14th  of  April,  1826, 
David  Heimbach,  the  elder,  of  Upper  Milford  town- 
ship, Lehigh  Co.,  purchased  two  tracts  of  land  in 
Towamensing township  (now  Franklin),  oneof  eighty- 
six  acres  of  Martin  Housknecht,  and  another  of  forty- 
three  and  a  half  acres  of  Henry  Thomas.  He  built 
the  furnace  called  "  Hampton,"  in  Lehigh  County,  in 
the  year  1809.  In  1817  he  and  his  son,  David,  built 
the  "  Clarissa"  Forge  on  the  Aquaschicola  Creek. 
The  next  year  after  the  purchase  of  this  property  on 
Poho  Poco  Creek  he  erected  a  furnace,  which  he  named 
New  Hampton,  and  placed  his  son,  John,  in  charge 
of  it.  The  same  year  David,  his  son,  erected  a  fur- 
nace near  the  "Clarissa"  Forge.  John  Heimbach 
retained  the  charge  of  the  New  Hampton  Furnace 
till  his  death,  in  1834.' 

John  V.  R.  Hunter  and  Obadiah  Weaver  were 
administrators  of  the  estate  of  David  Heimbach,  the 
elder.  On  the  23d  of  April,  1836,  he  conveyed  the 
property  to  William  Miller,  by  whom  the  name  was 


1  In  1830,  David  Hoiniljach,  the  elder,  sold  the  Hampton  Furnace  and 
moved  to  Allentown,  where  he  died  in  the  early  part  of  the  year  1834. 
David  and  John,  his  two  sons,  went  to  the  funeral.  After  their  return 
they  were  attacked  by  typhoid  fever,  and  died  at  their  respective 
homos,— one  at  night,  the  other  on  the  morning  of  the  next  day,— David 
at  file  Clarissa  Furnace,  and  John  at  the  New  Hampton  Furnace. 


changed  from  New  Hampton  to  Maria,  in  honor  of 
his  wife.  Paul  Miller,  the  son  of  William,  was  placed 
in  charge  of  the  furnace.  On  the  2d  of  November, 
the  same  year,  William  Miller  conveyed  one-half  of 
the  furnace  property  to  John  V.  R.  Hunter.  The 
business  was  continued  by  this  firm  until  Nov.  14, 
1838,  when  it  was  sold  to  Thomas  M.  Smith  and 
Thomas  S.  Richards,  ironmasters,  of  Philadelphia, 
and  Samuel  Richards  was  chosen  as  superintendent. 
This  firm  purchased  two  thousand  four  hundred  and 
twenty-eight  acres  of  wild  land  in  the  vicinity.  On 
the  18th  of  March,  1841,  Thomas  S.  Richards  con- 
veyed his  interest  in  the  lands,  forge,  and  furnace  to 
Stephen  Caldwell,  also  of  Philadelphia.  In  the  year 
1845  the  furnace  was  enlarged,  and  continued  by 
Smith  &  Caldwell  till  1850.  (At  this  time  there  was 
at  the  place,  in  addition  to  forge  and  furnace,  a  com- 
pany store  and  ten  dwelling-houses.)  In  a  year  or 
two  after  this  time  it  was  leased  to  Samuel  Balliet 
and  Samuel  B.  Lewis,  by  whom  it  was  operated  till 
Jan.  1, 1859,  when  it  was  blown  out,  and  its  fires  have 
never  again  been  relighted.  The  land  on  which  it 
was  situated  is  now  owned  by  Edward  Rober  and 
Joseph  Anthony. 

In  the  year  1849,  James  and  Daniel  Laury  erected 
a  forge  on  Pine  Run,  near  its  entrance  into  Poho  Poco 
Creek.  It  was  carried  on  but  a  few  years.  The  prop- 
erty is  now  owned  by  C.  Radetz. 

Following  is  a  list  of  the  names  of  farmers  given  in 
the  assessment-roll  at  the  time  the  township  of  Frank- 
lin was  set  off  in  1851 :  Daniel  Arner,  Jr.,  J.  D.  Bau- 
man, Jr.,  Charles  Belford,  Charles  Blohs,  James  Brown, 
Alexander  Bean,  Peter  Dreisbach,  Simon  Dreisbach, 
John  Grover,  Daniel  Krum,  Peter  Krum,  Peter  Klotz, 
Peter  Rainer,  John  Solt,  Sr.,  Thomas  Stout,  Daniel 
Solt,  Thomas  Straub,  Peter  Solt,  Daniel  Wentz. 

Justices  of  the  Peace. — Following  is  a  list  of  the 
names  of  the  justices  of  the  peace  who  have  been 
elected  since  the  organization  of  the  township  : 

Edmund  Neif,  1851. 

Henry  Boyer,  1852. 

William  Kern,  1854. 

William  H.  Knauss,  1855. 

Henry  Boyer,  Jr.,  1857. 

D.  H.  Dreisbach,  1859. 

Stephen  Solt,  1861. 

Henry  Boyer,  Daniel  Wentz,  1862. 

Henry  Boyer,  Daniel  Wentz,  1867. 

Joseph  Young,  1868. 

J.  Z.  Bagenstoe,  1872. 

0.  A.  Rives,  1873. 

Henry  Campbell,  1874. 

Isaac  Bagenstoe,  1877. 

Webster  C.  Weiss,  1879. 

Henry  Campbell,  1881. 
The  boroughs   of   Weissport   and    Parryville  are 
within  the  limits  of  this  township.     Their  histories 
are  treated  separately,  and  will  be  found  elsewhere. 
Rickettsville. — For  many  years  the  land  on  which 
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this  settlement  is  located  was  owned  by  Joseph  Win- 
termuth,  who  was  a  brick-maker.  In  1864  he  sold 
eight  acres  to  Emanuel  Reinhart,  who  sold  two  lots, 
and  in  1865  sold  the  remainder,  to  J.  K.  Ricketts  (now 
of  Weiasport),  who  made  a  plot  and  sold  a  number  of 
lots,  upon  which  dwellings  were  eTected.  The  princi- 
pal cause  that  induced  building  at  this  place  was  the 
character  of  the  ground,  it  being  higher  than  the  sur- 
rounding country  and  not  liable  to  devastation  such 
as  occurred  in  Weissport  a  few  years  previous. 

Within  a  mile  of  the  settlement  is  situated  a  church 
edifice  of  the  Evangelical  Church  Association.  The 
corner-stone  was  laid  June  29, 1879,  and  completed  at 
a  cost  of  one  thousand  dollars,  and  dedicated  August 
10th,  the  same  year.  It  is  a  chapel  of  the  association 
at  Weissport,  and  is  supplied  by  the  minister  of  that 
church.  A  Sunday-school  comprising  one  hundred 
and  twenty-five  pupils  is  connected  with  the  chapel. 

A  chapel  under  the  charge  of  the  Lutheran  and 
German  Reformed  Church  of  Weissport,  and  served 
by  its  pastors,  was  erected  near  the  settlement  in  1878, 
and  dedicated  June  21st  in  that  year. 

On  the  main  road  running  east  and  west  through 
the  township  and  near  the  Poho  Poco  Creek  are  two 
chapels,  St.  Paul's  Lutheran  and  German  Reformed 
and  that  of  the  Evangelical  Association.  St.  Paul's 
was  erected  in  1841,  and  at  first  was  under  charge  of 
the  Rev.  Charles  Mendson,  and  in  1850  the  Rev. 
Charles  J.  Eichenbach  was  pastor.  It  is  a  chapel  of 
the  church  of  that  denomination  in  Weissport,  and 
supplied  by  its  ministers. 

The  Evangelical  Chapel,  near  St.  Paul's,  was  built 
in  1870,  and  is  supplied  from  the  Parryville  Circuit. 
It  is  at  present  under  the  charge  of  the  Rev.  A.  Kindt. 

A  little  settlement  known  as  Walksville  is  in  the 
northeast  part  of  the  township,  on  a  branch  of  the 
Poho  Poco  Creek.  Several  years  sinc%  the  Prince 
Paint  Works  were  located  at  the  place,  flourished 
a  few  years,  and  were  removed. 

At  the  locality  known  as  Beltzville,  John  Bauman 
many  years  ago  erected  a  hotel,  at  which  the  elec- 
tions for  old  Towamensing  township  were  held.  Later 
David  Beltz  built  a  hotel  and  store  at  the  same  place, 
both  of  which  he  conducted,  and  has  continued  to  the 
present  time. 


CHAPTER    XV. 

KIDDER    TOWNSHIP. 

The  territory  of  Penn  Forest  township  was  taken 
from  Tobyhanna  in  1842,  while  it  was  a  part  of  Mon- 
roe County.  The  next  year  after  it  was  taken  off  to 
form  a  part  of  Carbon  County.  It  was  one  vast  tract 
of  pine  and  hemlock  timber.  Large  bodies  of  the 
land  had  been  purchased,  upon  which  capitalists  were 
erecting  mills  and  manufacturing  lumber.  In  the  fall 
of  1848  agitation  was  commenced  of  the  project  of 


forming  a  new  township  from  the  northern  part  of 
Penn  Forest,  which  resulted  in  the  following  action 
of  the  court  of  Carbon  County  at  its  March  term, 
1849: 

"  And  now,  March  7,  1849,  the  court  order  and  de- 
cree that  the  said  township  of  Penn  Forest  be  divided 
according  to  the  report  of  the  commission, 'and  that 
a  new  township,  being  the  upper  part  of  said  town- 
ship, be  called  and  designated  by  the  name  of  Kidder 
township,"  after  Judge  Luther  Kidder,  who  was  then 
on  the  bench. 

Kidder  township  is  bounded  on  the  east  by  Toby- 
hanna Creek  and  Monroe  County,  on  the  north  and 
west  by  Lehigh  River,  and  on  the  south  by  Mud  Run, 
which  separates  it  from  Penn  Forest.  In  the  western 
part  are  several  ponds, — Mud  Pond,  Moses  Wood 
Pond,  Big  Pond,  Round  Pond,  and  Grass  Lake. 
Moses  Woo^  and  Mud  Ponds  are  the  sources  of 
Black  Creek,  which  flows  easterly,  and  empties  into 
the  Lehigh  River  below  Lehigh  Tannery.  The 
streams  from  the  others  flow  westerly,  and  join  the 
Tobyhanna.  Dilltown  Creek  and  Muddy  Run,  form- 
ing the  southern  boundary,  flow  westerly,  and  join 
the  Lehigh  River.  Hickory  Run  rises  in  the  high 
uncultivated  lands  in  the  central  part  of  the  town- 
ship, flows  southwesterly,  and  empties  into  the  Le- 
high. The  greater  portion  of  the  township  is  uncul- 
tivated. Its  timber  is  cut  ofi',  and  it  will  eventually 
be  cultivated,  but  not  for  many  years.  Farmers  are 
yet' very  few  who  have  cultivated  more  than  a  few 
acres  of  land. 

The  first  assessment-roll  of  Kidder  township  was 
made  in  1849.  The  large  tracts  of  land  at  that  time 
belonged  to  the  following  persons: 

Evan  Morris,  1346  acres. 

Warner,  McKean  &  Co.,  1500  acres. 

Mahlon  K.  Taylor,  5000  acres. 

William  Tumbeson  &  Co.,  500  acres. 

Taylor  &  Warner,  800  acres. 

Samuel  D.  Stryker,  1200  acres. 

D.  &  R.  Serfass,  1000  acres. 

Serfass  &  Newhard,  640  acres. 

Noll  &  Steckel,  432  acres. 

Lehigh  Coal  and  Navigation  Company,  1386  acres 

John  Kelsey,  622  acres. 

George  Hollenbech,  3299  acres. 

John  Hawk,  860  acres. 

David  Hawk,  400  acres. 

I.  &  S.  Gould,  3300  acres. 

Conrad  Dreisbach,  760  acres. 

Thomas  Dreisbach  &  Co.,  1600  acres. 

Thomas  Craig,  250  acres. 

The  persons  who  were  assessed  in  that  year  as 
having  mills  were  as  follows : 

Stephen  Decatur,  double  saw-mill. 

Lug.  Maxwell,  double  saw-mill  and  wharf. 

Josiah  Metlack,  double  saw-mill. 

W.  Robertson,  double  saw-mill  and  wharf. 

Warner,  McKean  &  Co.,  double  saw-mill. 
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Lucius  Blokeltz,  saw-mill  and  ferryman,  East 
Haven. 

Thomas  Craig,  saw-mill. 

Abram  Helisend,  saw-mill. 

Solomon  Gangwere,  saw-mill. 

George  Lehman,  three  saw-mills,  store-house,  eight 
dwelling-houses,  steam-mill,  and  wharf. 

John  Starbirt,  saw-mill  and  wharf. 

Jost  Johnson,  saw-mill  and  wharf 

Joseph  Serfass,  saw-mill. 

D.  &  R.  Serfass,  saw-mill  and  wharf 

D.  Nyhart  Serfass,  saw-mill  and  wharf 

Jonathan  Jacob,  three  saw-mills  and  wharf. 

David  Saylor,  three  saw-mills. 

Frederick  Bates,  saw-mill. 

Jacob  Eyerly,  inn,  saw-mill,  and  wharf 

Yardly,  Post  &  Childs,  paling-mill. 

Men  who  were  assessed  as  lumbermen  carrying  on 
business  in  1849  :  David  Jacob  Hunter,  John  Kelsey, 
James  King,  William  Leonard,  Jonathan  Passley, 
Joseph  Serfass,  Daniel  and  Reuben  Serfass,  William 
Tucker,  J.  W.  Lessler,  Samuel  J.  Tombleson,  George 
Winterstein,  Butler  and  Cornelius  Cortwright,  Josiah 
A.  Cole,  Stephen  and  Edward  Clark,  James  Cole, 
John  Corly,  Thomas  Driesbach  &  Co.,  Oliver  and 
Thomas  Driesbach,  Jackson  Durran,  John,  Isaac,  and 
Stephen  Gould,  David  and  John  Hawk. 

Early  Roads. — A  State  road  ran  through  the  town- 
ship from  Emmetsburg  to  White  Haven  before  it  be- 
came a  township.  The  action  of  the  Carbon  County 
court  in  reference  to  a  road  was  in  March,  1845,  when 
a  petition  was  made  for  a.  road  leading  from  the 
Wilkesbarre  turnpike,  near  the  house  of  Christian 
George,  to  the  store  of  Mahlon  K.  Taylor,  at  the 
mouth  of  Hickory  Run. 

The  following  is  an  account  of  the  early  business 
interests  of  the  township  as  far  as  can  be  ascertained : 

Hickory  Run.— Before  1843,  Mahlon  K.  Taylor,  of 
Bucks  County,  owned  six  thousand  three  hundred  and 
ninety-four  acres  of  land  about  the  mouth  of  Hickory 
Run,  where  he  had  a  store  and  wharf  He  soon  after 
sold  one  thousand  acres  to  Israel  Day  and  Samuel 
Saylor,  of  Easton,  who  erected  a  large  mill  with  two 
gangs  of  saws,  a  single  mill,  planing-mill,  lath-  and 
paling-mill,  and  a  bark-mill.  In  1855  they  erected 
on  the  hill  a  large  boarding-house,  capable  of  accom- 
modating about  one  hundred  and  fifty  men,  who  were 
at  work  in  the  woods  and  in  the  mills.  Two  double 
houses  were  also  built.  In  the  spring  of  1865  they 
were  destroyed  by  fire,  and  rebuilt  the  same  year. 
They  were  then  run  till  the  timber  on  their  lands 
was  exhausted,  and  in  about  1878  they  were  aban- 
doned. The  property  now  belongs  to  Alexander  B. 
Allen,  of  Flemington,  N.  J. 

Mahlon  K.  Taylor  &  Co.  owned  a  tract  of  land 
above  Saylorsville,  on  which  they  built  a  mill.  A 
large  dam  which  supplied  the  mill  was  swept  away 
by  a  freshet  in  1847,  and  in  the  rush  of  waters  seven 
lives  were  lost,— the  wife  and  four  children  of  Jacob 


West,  a  blacksmith,  a  daughter  of  Isaac  Gould,  and 
a  Mr.  Crawford.  The  bodies  were  all  recovered  with 
the  exception  of  one  of  the  children.  The  mill  was 
not  again  rebuilt. 

The  second  mill  on  Hickory  Run  from  the  mouth 
was  built  by  Heckman  &  Auble,  who  purchased  their 
land  of  M.  K.  Taylor.  They  had  a  double  mill  and 
a  lath-  and  paling-mill.  This  property  later  came  to 
the  Goulds. 

Next  on  the  run,  and  above  the  Heckman  &  Auble 
mill,  Isaac  and  Samuel  Gould  owned  a  tract  of  three 
thousand  three  hundred  acres,  which  in  later  years 
was  largely  increased.  Here  they  erected  four  mills, 
two  on  the  run  and  two  on  Sand  Spring  Run,  a  fork 
of  Hickory.  These  were  all  single  mills,  with  lath- 
and  paling-mill  to  each  one.  Tenement-houses  were 
erected.  A  store  was  opened,  a  post-office  established, 
and  a  Methodist  Church  and  school  were  erected. 
About  one  hundred  men  were  employed  in  their  work, 
which  was  continued  till  the  timber  was  exhausted. 
The  firm  was  dissolved,  and  Stephen  Gould  retained 
the  business.  After  his  death,  and  in  1878,  the  prop- 
erty passed  to  Albert  Lewis  &  Co.,  of  Bear  Creek. 

At  that  time  A.  J.  Brodbead  took  the  store  and 
post-office,  which  were  continued  till  the  summer  of 
1883.  In  the  November  following  Owen  Eckert,  sta- 
tion agent  of  the  Lehigh  Valley  Railroad  Company 
at  Hickory  Run,  was  appointed  postmaster,  and  the 
office  is  now  kept  at  the  station. 

Above  the  Gould  mill,  in  1849,  John  Kelly  owned 
six  hundred  and  twenty-two  acres  of  land,  on  which 
he  had,  in  1850,  a  double  mill.  In  the  great  fire  of 
1876  the  mill,  house,  and  barn  were  destroyed,  and  in 
1878  Mr.  Kelly  sold  the  property  to  Isaac  Butz. 

Daniel  and  Reuben  Serfass  in  1849  owned  one  thou- 
sand acres  on  Sand  Spring  Run,  a  fork  of  Hickory, 
above  the  G<>uld  land.  They  erected  two  single  mills 
and  lath-,  paling-,  and  shingle-mills,  which,  in  1866, 
were  sold  to  Blakslee  &  Gillick.  The  mills  were  de- 
stroyed by  the  fire  of  1876,  and  not  again  rebuilt. 
The  property  now  belongs  to  T.  Dorney,  of  Allentown. 

In  1867  a  sash-  and  blind-factory  was  built  on  Sand 
Spring  Run  by  Stephen  Donner,  and  was  sold,  in 
1868,  to  William  Birny,  who  ran  it  till  after  1875, 
when  it  was  torn  down. 

About  1852,  J.  &  J.  Blakslee  purchased  a  mill  prop- 
erty above  Serfass',  on  Sand  Spring  Run. 

The  Methodist  Church  that  was  erected  on  Hickory 
Run  has,  since  1878,  been  in  charge  of  the  following 
pastors :  Revs.  Bonford,  Dunning,  King,  Bird,  and 
Brice  Hughes,  who  is  now  in  charge. 

Saylorsville,  on  the  main  stream  of  Hickory  Run, 
above  the  Gould  land,  was  bought  from  M.  K.  Taylor 
by  Day  &  Saylor,  who  erected  mills  there,  which  were 
long  since  abandoned.  There  are  now  two  of  their 
dwellings  at  the  place,  and  the  wintergreen  distillery 
of  Hawk  &  Botter. 

Leonardsville  to-day  contains  two  or  three  dwell- 
ings  and   a   distillery  owned   by   Benjamin   Krege. 
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About  1850,  John  Burk  was  owner  of  a  tract  of  land 
there,  and  had  erected  a  saw-mill.  In  1876  there 
were  at  the  place  one  steam  saw-mill  and  one  run  by 
water,  and  twelve  dwellings.  They  were  all  destroyed 
by  the  great  fire  of  that  year.  The  place  was  named 
after  William  Leonard,  who  was  foreman  for  John 
Burk  from  the  commencement  of  the  work  there. 

Bridgeport— In  the  year  1856,  Keck,  Childs  &  Co. 
erected  a  saw-mill  on  the  banks  of  the  Lehigh  River, 
a  short  distance  above  Lehigh  Tannery,  having  a  ca- 
pacity of  cutting  yearly  two  and  one-half  million  feet 
of  lumber.  They  purchased  three  thousand  two  hun- 
dred and  ninety-nine  acres  of  land  of  George  M. 
Hollenbeck,  who  had  previously  erected  and  run  a 
saw-mill  at  the  mouth  of  Hays'  Creek.  About  1870, 
Day  &  Saylor  built  a  steam  saw- mill  at  Bridgeport, 
which  was  run  till  1872,  when  it  was  sold  to  Davis, 
McMurtry  &  Co.,  who  ran  it  till  1880,  when  it  was 
destroyed  by  fire.  The  site  is  now  occupied  by  the 
mill  of  the  Pioneer  Kindling-Wood  Company.  A 
school-house  is  also  in  this  settlement.  It  is  also  a 
station  on  the  Lehigh  Valley  Railroad. 

Albrightsville. — The  property  on  which  this  set- 
tlement is  located  was  part  of  the  Brotzman  tract, 
and  passed  to  George  Weaver,  who  owned  it  in  1839. 
He  sold  the  greater  portion  of  it  to  Aquilla  Al- 
bright &  Vansickle  in  1840.  Joseph  Serfass  bought 
twenty-five  acres  of  Albright,  and  in  1844  erected  the 
tavern-stand,  which  he  kept  till  after  1850.  William 
Getz  was  landlord  in  1856,  Jacob  Christman  in  1875, 
and  Paul  Eckert  now  keeps  it.  A  post-office  has  been 
established  there  many  years.  David  Snyder  and 
Jacob  Christman  have  been  postmasters,  and  Paul 
Eckert  is  the  present  incumbent.  Joseph  Serfass 
started  a  store  in  a  house  adjoining  the  hotel,  which 
was  kept  for  many  years.     None  is  kept  there  now. 

The  school-house  was  built  in  1865  by  people  of  the 
district  (in  both  Kidder  and  Penn  Forest  townships, 
this  having  been  made  a  joint  district).  The  old 
building  is  now  unused,  a  larger  and  more  commo- 
dious school-house  having  been  erected. 

The  Lutherans  organized  a  congregation  in  the 
place  about  1873,  which  was  supplied  occasionally  by 
missionaries.  The  Rev.  A.  M.  Strauss  has  charge  of 
it  at  present.  Services  were  held  in  the  school-house 
until  1883,  when  the  new  church  edifice  was  com- 
pleted. 

The  Methodists  have  services  in  the  school-house, 
under  the  charge  of  the  Rev.  Bruce  Hughes. 

The  elections  of  the  district  are  held  at  the  hotel  of 
Paul  Eckert. 

Francis  Wernetz  has  a  saw-mill  a  short  distance 
above  the  village,  and  William  Getz  has  one  below. 
Henry  Deppe's  saw-  and  grist-mill,  on  the  other  side 
of  Mud  Run,  in  Penn  Forest  township,  is  a  shorter 
distance  from  the  village. 

East  Haven. — In  1849,  Lucius  Blakslee  owned  and 
ran  a  saw-mill  at  this  place,  and  a  ferry  across  the 
river.     The  Prutzman  school-house  is  at  this  place. 


and  a  few  dwellings.  It  is  a  station  on  the  Lehigh 
Valley  Railroad. 

Mud  Run  is  a  station  on  the  Lehigh  Valley  Rail- 
road, at  the  mouth  of  Mud  Run  Creek,  and  also  has 
a  post-office.  J.  W.  Slocum,  the  station  agent,  is  the 
postmaster. 

Lehigh  Tannery, — Soon  after  the  purchase  of  the 
large  tract  of  land  by  Keck,  Childs  &  Co.,  Thomas 
Smull  &  Co.  purchased  of  them  the  land  on  which 
the  settlement  of  Lehigh  Tannery  is  located,  and 
erected  a  tannery  building  four  hundred  and  fifty  feet 
in  length,  which,  in  1860,  was  increased  to  six  hun- 
dred and  eighty  feet,  making  it  then  the  largest  tan- 
nery in  this  country.  Eighty  thousand  hides  are 
tanned  per  year  at  this  establishment.  A  store  and 
hotel  or  boardiug-house  and  dwellings  were  also  erec- 
ted. The  tannery  was  operated  by  its  builders  sev- 
eral years  and  sold  to  Mr.  Blakslee,  who  sold  to  C.  P. 
Holcomb  &  Co.  in  1865,  who  were  in  possession  but 
a  short  time  when  the  buildings  were  partially  de- 
stroyed by  fire.  Repairs  were  made  and  work  carried 
on  under  the  name  of  this  firm  until  the  death  of  C. 
P.  Holcomb,  when  I.  M.  Holcomb  &  Co.  became  the 
firm-name  (1866).  At  this  time  a  post-office  was 
established,  and  kept  by  I.  M.  Holcomb  until  about 
1875.  He  was  succeeded  by  George  Stemson,  and 
April  19,  1881,  William  F.  Streeter,  the  present  post- 
master, was  appointed.  In  1875  the  Knickerbocker 
Ice  Company,  of  Philadelphia,  erected  here  an  ice- 
house with  capacity  of  three  thousand  tons.  Alfred 
Lewis,  of  Bear  Creek,  also  has  an  ice-house  at  this 
place.  The  tannery  was  entirely  destroyed  by  fire  in 
1875,  and  has  not  been  rebuilt. 

Shortz,  Lewis  &  Co.,  in  the  year  1866,  erected  a 
steam  saw-mill  at  the  foot  of  the  dam,  with  a  capacity 
of  sawing  from  six  to  seven  million  feet  of  lumber 
annually.  The  logs  were  mostly  supplied  from  Toby- 
hanna  township.  The  mill  was  destroyed  by  fire  in 
1874,  and  not  rebuilt. 

The  bridge  across  the  Lehigh  River  at  Lehigh  Tan- 
nery was  built  by  the  county  in  1867-68.  A  petition 
was  presented  to  Luzerne  and  Carbon  County  courts, 
which  was  granted,  and  report  of  viewers  confirmed. 
Carbon  County  court  confirmed  their  action  Sept.  30, 
1867. 

East  Haven. — In  1849,  Lucius  Blakslee  had  at 
this  place  a  saw-mill  and  a  ferry  across  the  river. 
Since  the  lumber  has  been  cufofiF  the  place  is  of  little 
importance.  It  now  contains  a  school-house  and  a 
number  of  dwellings. 

Mud  Run  is  a  station  on  the  Lehigh  Valley  Rail- 
road, and  contains  the  depot  and  a  post-office.  J.  W. 
Slocum  is  station  agent  and  postmaster.  On  Mud 
Run  there  have  been  many  mills,  from  its  mouth  to 
Albrightsville.  In  1843,  John  Hawk  owned  seven 
hundred  acres  here,  and  built  a  mill  below  the  pres- 
ent mill  of  Jacob  Hawk.  Daniel  Hawk  had  four 
hundred  acres  and  a  mill  at  Buskirk  Falls.  John 
Hawk  also  built  a  mill  about  two  miles  below  Al- 
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brightsville,  known  as  the  Loch  Mill,  on  land  he 
thought  was  his,  but  which -belonged  to  Serfass  and 
Gangwere.  Joseph  Serfass  owned  six  hundred  acres 
along  the  run,  and  erected  three  mills.  In  1875, 
Frederick  Youndt  owned  a  mill  a  short  distance  from 
the  mouth  of  the  stream.  Long&  Boilieu  owned  one 
about  half-way  from  the  mouth  to  Albrightsville. 
One  was  also  owned  by  the  Lehigh  Grain,  Coal,  and 
Lumber  Company,  in  the  western  part  of  the  town- 
ship, on  the  stream  flowing  from  Round  Pond. 

Schools, — There  are  seven  school-houses,  located  as 
follows  :  East  Haven,  Bridgeport,  Hickory  Run,  Al- 
brightsville, Lehigh  Tannery,  and  two  on  the  road 
from  East  Haven  to  Albrightsville.  In  1878  the 
scholars  attending  school  were  two  hundred  and 
sixty-two.  The  total  receipts  for  school  purposes  were 
$2294.62.     Expenditures  were  $2085.99. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  school  directors  of  the 
township  since  its  organization  : 

1849. — Lewis  Billings,  Jacob  West,  James  W. 
Searles,  W.  Leonard,  David  Hill,  John  Kelsey. 

1850. — Phineas  Dreisbach,  David  Hawk. 

1851. — Josiah  A.  Cole,  George  Crosley. 

1852. — Joseph  Serfass,  Daniel  Serfass. 

1853,.— Timothy  Frable,  Theodore  C.  Eandolph, 
Henry  German. 

1854. — Adam  Eough,  Phineas  Dreisbach. 

1855.— Philip  Woodring,  T.  C.  Eandolph,  Timothy 
Frable,  George  H.  Weiss. 

1856. — Adam  Eough,  Jacob  Alteman,  John  Gould, 
David  Baggs,  William  J.  Nicholson. 

1857.— William  Mocher,  David  Hawk. 

1858.— Philip  Shoch,  Pliilip  Woodring,  James  W. 
Adams. 

1859.— Stoddard  Driggs,  Joseph  Serfass,  David 
Hawk. 

I860.— Jackson  Fackenthal,  David  Hawk. 

1861.— Philip  Woodring,  William  Mocher. 

1862.— Eeuben  Young,  M.  Brockley,  John  Blakslee. 

1863.— P.  H.  Gillick,  William  Wagner,  John 
Blakslee. 

1864.— Philip  Woodring,  J.  Watson. 

1865.— No  record. 

1866.— William  Wagner,  John  Blakslee. 

1867.— J.  G.  Hutmocher,  J.  D.  Woodring. 

1868. — David  Hawk,  John  Everts. 

1869.— William  Wagner,  Eeuben  Kolb. 

1870.— J.  G.  Woodring,  J.  G.  Woodmacher. 

1871.— William  F.  Steeter,  Jacob  Hawk,  Harrison 
Kimble. 

1872.— A.  S.  Gould,  William  Eauch. 

1873.— William  F.  Steeter,  Jacob  Smith. 

1874.— Alex.  Campbell,  J.  S.  Hawks. 

1875.— William  Eauch,  A.  S.  Gould,  William  F. 
Steeter. 

1876.— William  F.  Steeter. 

1877.— J.  S.  Hawk,  Edw.  Transue,  Leonard  Shaffer. 

1878.— William  Eauch,  Jos.  Heimbacli,  George  M. 
Stimson. 


1879. — William  F.  Steeter,  Josiah  Lower. 

1880. — Joseph  Heimbach,  Edw.  Transue. 

1881. — George  H.  Stimson,  William  H.  Eauch. 

1882.— J.  D.  Woodring,  William  F.  Steeter,  Amos 
Bisbing. 

1883.— A.  Campbell,  W.  H.  Miller. 

The  Justices  of  the  Peace  since  the  organization 
of  the  township  have  been  as  follows : 

William  Leonard,  March,  1849. 

Josiah  A.  Cole,  March,  1850. 

Joseph  Serfass,  March,  1851. 

Henry  A.  Stark,  March,  1852. 

Thomas  Kelsey,  March,  1853. 

William  Wagner,  March,  1854. 

Josiah  A.  Cole,  March,  1855. 

William  Mechler,  March,  1856. 

Washington  Frable,  March,  1857. 

William  Wagner,  John  Brugh,  March,  1859. 

Philip  Woodring,  March,  1863. 

William  Wagner,  March,  1864. 

John  D.  Harris,  March,  1867. 

William  Wagner,  March,  1869. 

Jacob  S.  Hawk,  Alex.  S.  Gould,  March,  1872. 

William  F.  Steeter,  J.  F.  Hawk,  March,  1877. 

A.  P.  Ciarter,  J.  S.  Hawk,  March,  1882. 

The  present  business  .interests  of  the  township,  as 
obtained  from  the  assessment-roll  of  1883,  are  as  fol- 
lows: 

T.  L.  McKeen  &  Co.,  steam  saw-mill. 

Tobyhanna  &  Lehigh  Lumber  Company,  steam  saw- 
mill, located  in  the  east  part  of  the  township,  on  the 
stream  that  takes  its  rise  in  Eound  Pond. 

Pioneer  Kindling- Wood  Company,-  at  Bridgeport. 

Knickerbocker  Ice  Company,  at  Lehigh  Tannery. 

Jacob  S.  Hawk,  saw-  and  paling-mill,  Albrights- 
ville. 

Francis  Wernetz,  saw-  and  paling-mill,  Albrights- 
ville. 

Joseph  Meckes,  saw-mill. 

Distilleries. '—William  H.  Blakslee,  Alexander 
Campbell,  Charles  Dutton,  T.  H.  &  J.  Dorney,  Le- 
fernes  Hawk,  Hickory  Eun ;  Jacob  S.  Hawk,  Al- 
brightsville. 

The  population  of  the  township,  as  given  by  the 
census  of  1880,  was  in  the  North  Kidder  District  661, 
and  in  the  South  District  546,  making  a  total  of  1207. 

The  Great  Fire  of  1875.'— On  the  14th  day  of 
May,  in  1875,  a  fire  broke  out  near  Mud  Eun,  and 
burned  slowly  until  the  22d,  when  a  strong  wind  com- 
menced to  blow  from  the  west,  and  in  less  than  two 
hours  the  fire  swept  from  Francis  Youndt's  mill  di- 
rectly up  Mud  Eun,  a  distance  of  ten  miles,  destroy- 
ing mills,  houses,  logs,  timber,  and  standing  trees. 
The  estimated  losses  were:  John  Eckert,  mills,  house, 
lumber,  and  logs,  $7000;  Josiah  Kunkle,  mill  and 


1  The  distilleries  were  for  the  distilling  of  wintergreen  and  black  birch 
for  the  essential  oil. 

»  Many  fires  have  swept  over  part  of  the  township  and  caused  great 
destruction,  but  none  as  great  as  the  one  here  mentioned. 
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house,  $4000;  Getz  &  Serfass,  mills,  110,000;  David 
Snyder,  $12,000;  Francis  Wernert,  $12,000.  Long  & 
Boileau's  mills  were  saved;  loss  on  500,000  feet  of 
logs,  $4000.  J.  S.  Hawk's  mills  were  saved,— 20,000 
feet  of  sawed  lumber  and  150,000  feet  of  logs  were 
burned;  loss,  $2500.  Much  other  valuable  property 
was  destroyed.  The  fire  swept  eastward  into  Monroe 
County,  and  did  much  damage  there. 


CHAPTER    XVI. 

THE    BOROUGH    OF    LEHIGHTON. 

The  southwest  part  of  the  borough  of  Lehighton 
was  occupied  by  the  GnadenhUtten  Mission,  an  account 
of  which  will  be  found  in  the  history  of  the  township 
of  Mahoning,  and  in  the  first  chapter  of  the  history 
of  Carbon  County.  The  original  town  plot  was  part 
of  a  large  tract  of  land  which,  in  1794,  was  owned  by 
Jacob  Weiss  and  William  Henry,  and  in  that  year  the 
town  plot  was  laid  out.  A  few  years  ago,  when  the 
question  of  erecting  a  new  school-house  was  being 
agitated,  it  was  suggested  that  it  be  built  on  the  town 
square.  As  the  idea  prevailed  that  the  square  could 
not  legally  be  used  for  that  purpose,  it  was  thought 
best  to  obtain  legal  advice,  and  on  the  17th  of  May, 
1873,  Henry  Green,  an  attorney  of  Easton,  delivered  an 
opinion  on  the  subject.  From  this  opinion  are  obtained 
facts  concerning  the  origin  of  Lehighton.  Mr.  Green 
says  that  the  land  in  1794  was  owned  by  Jacob  Weiss 
and  William  Henry,  and  that  a  plot  of  ground  was 
laid  out  at  their  instance  with  streets,  alleys,  and  a 
square  called  the  "  town  square,"  with  lots  bordering 
on  them  all.  A  number  of  conveyances  of  lots  were 
made  between  1794  and  1800,  which  were  described  as 
bordering  on  the  "  town  square,"  which  was  reserved 
for  public  use.  No  knowledge  is  obtained  of  who 
those  first  purchasers  were. 

In  the  year  1804  the  bridge  was  built  across  the 
Lehigh  River  at  Jacob  Weiss'  mill,  and  the  road 
continued  from  the  bridge  up  the  river,  through  the 
narrows,  to  the  place  later  so  well  known  as  the  "  Land- 
ing Tavern,"  and  in  this  year  the  Lehigh  and  Susque- 
hanna Turnpike  Company  was  incorporated.  After 
the  road  was  built  over  the  Broad  Mountain,  and  a 
route  was  opened  across  the  mountains  to  Berwick,  on 
the  Susquehanna  River,  the  tide  of  travel  was  turned  in 
this  direction,  and  along  the  route  taverns  were  opened. 
The  first  in  this  vicinity  was  presided  over  by  John 
Hagenbuch,  who  came  from  Siegfried's  Ferry  (now 
known  as  Siegfried's  Bridge),  in  Northampton  County, 
in  the  year  1809.  This  tavern  was  on  the  site  of  the 
present  Exchange  Hotel.  John  Hagenbuch  was  land- 
lord for  many  years,  and  was  succeeded  by  his  son, 
Reuben  Hagenbuch.  Mrs.  Thomas  Craig,  of  Towa- 
mensing,  was  a  daughter  of  John  Hagenbuch.     In  the 


year  1814,  Nicholas  Fuller  erected  a  tavern  near  the 
bridge,  and  kept  it  many  years.  Before  1820,  David 
Heller  built  a  tannery  on  the  site  of  the  Linderman 
block.  About  this  time  ( 1820)  the  settlement  attracted 
the  attention  of  John  Davis,  who  erected  a  building 
on  the  site  of  the  present  residence  of  Joseph  Obert, 
and  opened  a  store.  From  this  time  on  the  growth 
of  the  settlement  was  slow,  until  the  building  of  the 
canal  through  this  region,  in  1828-29.  Efforts  were 
made  at  this  time  to  induce  persons  to  locate  at  this 
place.  A  correspondent  of  the  Lehigh  Courier,  then 
published  at  Mauch  Chunk,  writing  of  the  place  in 
March,  1830,  says,— 

"  It  is  just  far  enough  from  the  coal  landing  at 
Mauch  Chunk  to  keep  clear  of  the  dust,  the  situation 
is  open  and  free,  the  ground  plot  of  the  town  is  laid 
out  upon  an  elevated  piece  of  table-land,  the  lots  are 
large,  affording  an  extensive  garden  and  yard  to  each 
dwelling.  The  view  from  the  town,  although  not  ex- 
tensive, is  beautiful.  It  commands  a  prospect  of  the 
river  and  canal,  the  valley  in  which  the  town  of  Weiss- 
port  is  located,  the  Blue  Mountain  in  the  distance, 
and  the  nearer  view  of  the  Mahoning  Mountain 
and  the  Lehigh  hills.  The  Mahoning  Creek  flows 
at  the  foot  of  the  Mahoning  Mountain,  and  empties 
into  the  Lehigh  within  half  a  mile  of  the  village." 

The  tannery  that  was  started  before  1820  was  kept 
by  David  Heller  till  1840,  when  he  was  succeeded  by 
Stephen  Kistler.  It  was  torn  away  in  1870  to  make 
room  for  the  present  Linderman  Block. 

John  Davis  continued  in  the  mercantile  business 
in  Lehighton  till  1836,  when  he  removed  to  Easton, 
and  later  was  president  of  the  Easton  National  Bank. 
He  was  succeeded  in  the  business  by  David  Snyder. 

The  Moravians,  of  Bethlehem,  who  purchased  in 
1746  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land,  on  which 
the  Gnadenhiitten  Mission  was  established,  still  re- 
tained a  portion  of  the  land  on  which  the  Gnaden- 
hiitten Cemetery  is  now  situated,  and  about  the  year 
1820  the  society  built  a  log  school-house,  which  was  in 
charge  of  one  of  their  members  sent  up  from  Bethle- 
hem. This  school  was  attended  by  children  from  a 
region  many  miles  in  extent,  on  both  sides  of  the 
river. 

About  the  year  1825  a  grist-mill  was  erected  at  the 
mouth  of  Mahoning  Creek,  and  was  operated  by 
Daniel  Snyder,  who  continued  there  many  years.  He 
was  succeeded  by  John  Koontz,  who  later  sold  the 
property  to  the  Lehigh  Valley  Railroad  Company, 
who  are  still  in  possession. 

In  1859,  Daniel  Olewine  purchased  a  portion  of  the 
Moravian  land  near  the  cemetery,  and  erected  a  tan- 
nery, which  he  conducted  till  1873,  when  it  was  de- 
stroyed by  fire.  The  property  was  purchased  by  B. 
J.  Koontz,  who  erected  the  present  buildings  and  con- 
tinued the  business. 

Hotels. — The  tavern  opened  by  John  Hagenbuch 
in  1809,  of  which  mention  has  been  made,  was  kept 
by  his  son,  Reuben,  until  1843,  when  Peter  Bauman 
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became  the  landlord,  and  continued  till  1848,  when  the 
property  was  purchased  by  J.  K.  Wannemacher,  who 
kept  it  from  that  time  to  1862.  It  was  then  purchased 
by  Thomas  Kemerer,  who  sold  it  the  next  year  to 
George  Fegley,  whose  property,  consisting  of  tavern, 
store,  and  other  buildings,  was  destroyed  at  the  place 
opposite  Penn  Haven,  on  the  Lehigh  River,  by  the 
great  freshet  of  January,  1862.  Mr.  Fegley  remained 
a  year  or  two,  and  sold  to  J.  A.  Horn,  who  continued 
at  the  hotel  till  1867,  when  he  sold  to  Thomas  Moutz, 
the  present  proprietor,  who  erected  the  Exchange 
Hotel,  of  which  he  is  now  the  landlord. 

The  tavern  erected  by  Nicholas  Feller  in  1814  was 
kept  by  him  many  years,  and  passed  to  Christian 
Horn  about  1840.  He  continued  till  1855,  and  sold 
to  George  Esch,  to  whose  estate  it  still  belongs. 

Abraham  Horn,  of  Bethlehem,  came  to  Lehighton 
in  the  year  1840,  and  built  a  tavern  near  the  Lehigh- 
ton Spring,  and  kept  it  till  1843,  when  his  son-in-law, 
Thomas  Horn,  succeeded  him.  It  was  continued  as 
a  tavern  a  few  years  and  abandoned. 

In  the  year  1842,  Jacob  Metzgar  erected  the  hotel 
now  known  as  the  Carbon  House,  and  opened  it  as  a 
tavern  under  the  sign  of  the  Eagle.  Upon  his  death, 
a  few  years  later,  the  property  was  sold  to  Adam  Ger- 
man, and  the  hotel  was  kept  by  Abraham  Klotz  till 
1852.  It  was  kept  till  1858  by  Daniel  Clouss,  Jonathan 
Kolb,  Jesse  Miller,  and  Elwyn  Bauer.  From  1858  to 
1867,  Col.  John  Lentz  was  the  proprietor.  After  sev- 
eral changes  it  passed,  in  September,  1874,  to  J.  W. 
Raudenbush,  the  present  proprietor. 

Daniel  Lapp  opened  a  small  store  on  one  of  the 
back  streets  about  1848,  and  later  added  a  saloon  and 
a  tavern.  The  last  was  given  up  for  several  years, 
and  reopened  by  Samuel  Snyder,  «nd  kept  success- 
ively by  Augustus  Miller,  Aaron  Schleicker,  Wil- 
y  lough  by  Koontz,  James  Hill,  and  Fred.  Miller.  It 
was  known  as  the  Centennial  Hotel,  and  was  de- 
stroyed by  fire  in  1880. 

Between  1850  and  1855,  Enos  Barrol  enlarged  and 
fitted  up  a  barn  in  the  north  end  of  the  town  for  a 
tavern,  which  he  kept  from  that  time  till  1867-68, 
when  it  was  purchased  by  J.  A.  Horn,  who  refitted  it 
as  the  "  Farmers'  and  Drovers'  Home.''  During  the 
spring  of  1879  it  was  destroyed  by  fire.  Mr.  Horn, 
in  the  summer  and  fall  of  that  year,  erected  the  Man- 
sion House,  near  the  depot  of  the  Philadelphia  and 
Reading  Railroad.  He  remained  its  landlord  till  his 
death,  in  January,  1882.  He  was  succeeded  in  the 
hotel  by  A.  P.  Clauas,  who  is  the  present  proprietor. 
Presbyterian  Church.— On  the  24th  of  December, 
1850,  a  number  of  persons  gathered  in  a  school-house 
at  Lehighton,  a  sermon  was  preached  by  the  Rev.  J. 
A.  Dodge,  and  eight  persons  were  organized  into  a 
Presbyterian  society,  to  be  known  as  the  "  Gnadcu- 
hutten  Presbyterian  Church  of  Lehighton,"  and 
placed  under  the  care  of  the  Presbytery  of  Luzerne. 
Samuel  Kennedy  was  elected  as  ruling  elder.  The 
congregation  was  to  be  supplied  from  the  Presbytery 


by  the  Rev.  J.  Darroch,  who  was  to  preach  every 
other  Sabbath.  For  eleven  years  the  church  was 
supplied  by  missionaries.  On  the  15th  of  February, 
1872,  it  was  reorganized  by  the  Rev.  Jacob  Belville, 
of  Mauch  Chunk,  and  the  Rev.  Cornelius  Earle,  of 
Catasauqua.  The  congregation  met  in  the  Iron 
Street  School-House,  and  fourteen  persons  were  ad- 
mitted into  church  fellowship.  Philip  Miller  and 
Thomas  Harleman  were  elected  ruling  elders.  Efforts 
were  at  once  put  forth  to  provide  a  suitable  house  of 
worship.  A  lot  was  procured,  and  the  corner-stone" 
of  a  church  building  was  laid  with  appropriate  cere- 
monies on  the  29th  of  May,  1873.  The  work  was  car- 
ried on  with  energy,  and  on  the  29th  of  March,  1874, 
services  were  held  in  the  lecture-room  ;  and  on  the 
7th  of  May,  in  the  same  year,  the  church  was  dedi- 
cated. The  Rev.  C.  Earle,  of  Catasauqua,  preached 
the  dedicatory  sermon.  The  Rev.  H.  F.  Mason  served 
the  church  as  pastor  from  April  6,  1873,  to  April, 
1874.  He  was  succeeded  by  the  Rev.  John  Carring- 
ton,  July  4,  1875,  who  remained  a  few  years  and  re- 
signed, since  which  time  the  church  has  been  without 
a  pastor. 

The  cause  that  brought  about  the  organization  of  a 
Presbyterian  Church  at  Lehighton  was  the  action  of 
a  Miss  Frederika  Miska,  a  native  of  Moscow,  Poland. 
She  came  to  this  country  about  1825  or  1830,  and  pur- 
chased of  the  Moravians  of  Bethlehem  two  tracts  of 
land,  embracing  the  site  of  the  old  Gnadenhiitten 
Mission,  for  which  she  agreed  to  pay  five  hundred 
dollars.  A  mortgage  was  given,  which  later  was  as- 
signed to  a  German  minister  of  Philadelphia.  She 
became  convinced  that  it  was  her  duty  to  build  a 
church  upon  the  site  of  the  old  mission,  and  made 
out  a  subscription-book  and  visited  many  places,  and 
succeeded  in  raising  five  hundred  dollars.  The  church 
which  she  contemplated,  however,  was  never  built. 
A  Mr.  George  Douglass,  of  New  York,  presented  her 
with  five  hundred  dollars,  which  was  a  sufficient  sum 
to  take  up  the  mortgage  against  the  property,  for 
which  she  executed  to  him  a  trust  deed,  dated  Nov. 
1,  1833,  for  the  land,  and  made  him  trustee  for  other 
assets  of  which  she  was  possessed,  with  the  provision 
that  the  avails  of  the  property  should  be  used  for 
the  construction  of  a  church  on  the  Gnadenhiitten 
property  for  the  use  of  a  denomination  of  Christians 
called  Presbyterians.  Under  Mr.  Douglass  the  ceme- 
tery was  opened  in  August,  1848,  for  public  use.  On 
the  29th  of  December,  1852,  living  in  New  York,  so 
far  away,  he  transferred  the  trust  to  Messrs.  Mark 
Ilyndham,  John  Leisenring,  Jonathan  Simpson,  Jo- 
seph H.  Siewers,  and  William  Gorman,  of  Mauch 
Chunk,  under  the  same  restriction.  After  a  time  the 
property  ceased  to  be  productive,  and  apart  of  it  was 
sold,  and  the  proceeds  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  at  Mauch  Chunk,  who  were 
then  erecting  a  house  of  worship  at  that  place.  In 
1870  an  act  of  Assembly  was  passed  authorizing  the 
trustees  to  sell  the  remainder  of  the   property.    In 
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1872  the  Rev.  Jacob  Beleville,  the  pastor  of  the  church 
of  Mauch  Chunk,  conceived  the  idea  of  establishing 
a  church  at  Lehighton  and  transferring  the  trust  to 
trustees.  In  accordance  with  this  idea  a  congregation 
was  organized  and  trustees  elected;  the  funds,  with 
interest,  were  transferred  to  the  trustees  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Church  of  Lehighton.  A  lot  was  selected, 
and  the  present  Presbyterian  Church  edifice  was  built 
with  the  funds  realized.  In  1870  the  land  now  owned 
by  the  Gnadenhiitten  Cemetery  Association  was  sold 
to  the  society  by  the  trustees  of  the  fund. 

Methodist  Episcopal  Church.— About  1840  ser- 
vices were  commenced  by  the  Methodists  in  the 
school-house,  and  were  conducted  by  ministers  who 
occasionally  visited  this  part  of  the  country,  the  ma- 
jority of  whom  were  in  charge  of  the  church  at 
Mauch  Chunk.  The  society  was  not  organized  till 
1865,  and  then  was  placed  in  the  circuit  with  Parry  • 
ville,  Weissport,  and  Slatington.  Soon  after  the  or- 
ganization the  society  purchased  the  building  for- 
merly used  as  the  Carbon  Academy,  which  they  used 
till  1882.  The  old  building  was  torn  down  and  a  new 
edifice  erected  in  the  summer  of  1883,  and  dedicated 
on  Sunday,  the  30th  of  September,  in  that  year. 

The  church  is  a  brick  structure.  The  tower  rises 
to  a  height  of  about  eighty  feet  above  the  street. 
The  church  contains  three  rooms,  all  on  the  same 
floor, — a  main  audience-room,  thirty-six  by  sixty  feet, 
with  twenty-six  feet  walls ;  a  lecture-room,  twenty 
and  one-half  by  thirty-six  feet,  with  twenty-two  feet 
walls,  opening  by  folding-doors  with  the  main  audi- 
ence-room ;  and  an  infant-class  room,  thirteen  and 
one-half  by  twenty  and  one-half  feet,  at  the  rear  of 
the  lecture-room,  into  which  it  opens  by  sash  and 
doors. 

The  pastors  who  have  been  in  charge  since  1865 
are  W.  B.  Durelle,  E.  Townsend,  W.  H.  Friese,  J. 
Lindermuth,  J.  F.  Swindells,  Wilmer  Coffman,  L.  B. 

Brown,  Oram,  J.  P.  Miller,  G.  W.  North,  and 

Henry  G.  Watt,  the  present  pastor. 

St.  Peter's  and  St.  Paul's  Catholic  Church  (Ger- 
man).— This  congregation  was  organized  in  1869. 
The  first  pastor  was  the  Rev.  G.  Frende,  who  resided 
in  Lehighton,  and  had  other  churches  in  charge.  The 
Catholic  German  school  was  founded  at  the  same 
time,  attended  by  the  same  pastors,  and  is  now  taught 
by  Sisters  from  East  Mauch  Chunk.  Mr.  Frende  was 
succeeded  in  1872  by  the  Rev.  W.  Heinan,  who  is  the 
present  pastor.  In  1871  the  St.  Joseph's  Catholic 
Church  was  organized  at  East  Mauch  Chunk,  and 
placed  under  the  care  of  Father  Heinan,  who,  in 
1874,  removed  from  Lehighton  to  that  place.  Father 
Heiaan  has  had  as  assistant  pastors  the  following: 
Rev.  A.  Merach,  1879 ;  Rev.  A.  Fietz,  1880 ;  Rev.  A. 
Mistell,  1881;  Rev.  A.  Wolf,  1882. 

Zion's  Eeformed  Congregation.— In  1872  a  few 
persons  gathered  together  in  Lehighton,  under  the 
care  of  the  Rev.  A.  Bartholomew,  and  on  the  29th 
of  April,  1873,  they  were  organized  as  a  church,  and 


the  Rev.  L.  K.  Derr  became  their  pastor,  and  served 
till  1881.  He  was  succeeded  by  the  Rev.  J.  H.  Hort- 
man.  A  church  edifice  was  erected  in  1876,  the  base- 
ment of  which  was  fitted  for  use  and  dedicated  Jan. 
14,  1877.  A  bell  was  added  to  the  tower  in  Novem- 
ber of  that  year.  The  church  is  not  yet  fully  com- 
pleted. It,  is  the  intention  to  finish  and  occupy 
it  during  the  present  year. 

Trinity  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church.— This 
society  was  organized  by  the  Rev.  D.  K.  Kepner  on  the 
5th  of  January,  1873.  Efforts  were  at  once  made  to 
erect  a  church  edifice.  A  lot  was  purchased  on  the 
corner  of  Iron  and  Northampton  Streets,  and  the 
corner-stone  of  a  new  building  laid  June  1,  1873.  At 
this  time  the  church  numbered  one  hundred  and 
seventy-five  members.  Work  progressed  slowly,  and 
on  the  8th  of  February,  1874,  the  basement  of  the 
church  was  used  for  services,  and  on  the  17th  of  May, 
1874,  was  dedicated.  The  building  was  not  completed 
till  November,  1874,  and  on  the  23d  and  24th  of  that 
month  was  dedicated  with  appropriate  services  in 
both  English  and  German.  The  edifice  is  forty  by 
seventy  feet,  with  a  spire  one  hundred  and  forty-five 
feet  in  height,  and  cost  sixteen  thousand  dollars.  The 
Rev.  D.  K.  Kepner  was  pastor  from  the  organization 
to  September,  1874.  The  Rev.  Gustav  A.  Bruegel  was 
chosen  pastor  Jan.  10,  1875,  and  installed  July  4th  in 
that  year.  He  was  succeeded  in  1878  by  the  Rev. 
William  Laitzle,  who  remained  till  April,  1882,  when 
the  Rev.  J.  H.  Kuder,  the  present  pastor,  was  chosen. 

Ebenezer  Church  of  the  Evangelical  Associa- 
tion.— This  society  was  organized  in  1872,  and  ser- 
vices were  held  in  the  school-house  on  Pine  Street 
until  the  new  church  edifice  was  completed,  the 
corner-stone  of  which  was  laid  with  appropriate  cere- 
monies on  the  15th  of  August,  1875.  The  church  is 
built  of  brick,  and  was  completed  in  the  spring  of 
1876,  and  dedicated  on  the  2l8t  of  May  in  that  year. 
The  dedicatory  sermon  was  preached  by  Bishop 
Thomas  Bowman,  from  Rev.  xxi.  3,  "Behold,  the 
tabernacle  of  God  is  with  men."  The  first  pastor 
was  the  Rev.  A.  F.  Leopold,  who  served  the  people 
till  February,  1874.  He  was  succeeded  by  the  Rev. 
A.  Krecker,  who  continued  till  March,  1875,  when 
the  Rev.  J.  C.  Bleim  was  appointed.  He  served  three 
years,  and  in  March,  1878,  the  Rev.  D.  B.  Albright 
succeeded  him.  He  was  followed,  in  March,  1879,  by 
the  Rev.  B.  J.  Smoyer,  who  served  three  years.  In 
March,  1882,  the  Rev.  W.  K.  Wieand,  the  present 
pastor,  was  appointed. 

Gnadenhiitten  Cemetery  Association,— The  land 
now  owned  by  this  association  was  made  the  burial- 
place  of  the  Moravians  who  were  massacred  near  here 
on  the  evening  of  Nov.  24, 1755.  From  the  year  1820 
the  grounds  were  occasionally  used  as  a  burial-place 
by  the  people  of  the  surrounding  country.  The 
land  on  which  the  burial-place  was  located  was  sold 
about  1830  to  Frederika  Miska,  a  Polish,  woman.  It 
was  in  1833  left  in  trust  for  the  Presbyterians,  and 
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on  the  7th  of  August,  1838,  was  opened  for  public  use 
as  a  burial-place.  In  the  year  1788  the  Moravians 
of  Bethlehem  erected  a  marble  slab  over  the  remains 
of  their  brethren,  which  contained  the  following  in- 
scription : 

"  To  the  memory  of 

Gottlieb  and  CbriBtina  Anders, 

with  their  child  Johanna, 

Martin  and  SuBanna  Nitschman, 

Ann  Catharina  Sensemau, 

Leonhard  Gottermyer, 

Christian  Fabrjcns  Clerk, 

George  Schweigert,  John  Frederick  Lesly, 

and  Martin  Presser; 

who  lived  at  Gnaden  Huetten 

unto  the  Lord, 

and  lost  their  lives  in  a  surprise 

from  Indian  warriors, 

November  the  24ti», 

1765. 

'  Precious  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord  is  the  death  of  his  saints.' 
Psalms  cxvi.  15. 

[A.  Bower,  Phila.,  1788.]" 

After  the  opening  of  the  grounds  in  1848  they 
were  inclosed  with  a  fence.  Over  the  entrance  was 
placed  an  arch  with  the  following  inscription  : 

"'  Blessed  are  the  dead  which  die  in  thft  Lord  from  henceforth.' 
Commenced  Aug.  7, 1748.    Renewed  Aug.  7, 1848." 

A  few  years  since  a  citizen  of  Bethlehem  erected 
a  small  marble  monument  upon  the  grounds,  upon 
which  is  inscribed: 

"  To  honor  and  perpetuate 
the  remembrance  of  the 

Moravian  Martyrs, 

whose  ashes  are  gathered 

at  its  base,  this  monument 

is  erected." 

In  the  year  1867  a  number  of  gentlemen  of  Lehigh- 
ton  decided  to  form  an  association  for  the  purpose  of 
securing  and  keeping  in  good  condition  a  cemetery 
for  the  use  of  the  people  of  Lehighton  and  surround- 
ing country.  A  society  was  formed,  which  was  incor- 
porated by  the  court  of  Carbon  County,  Dec.  30, 
1867,  as  "The  Gnadenhiitten  Cemetery  Association." 
A  committee  was  appointed  to  select  a  suitable  site 
for  a  cemetery. 

The  committee  made  a  report  Jan.  12,  1870,  in 
which  it  is  stated  that  the  trustees  of  the  Gnadenhiit- 
ten land  were  willing  to  sell  the  Gnadenhiitten  burial- 
ground  to  the  association  for  two  hundred  dollars  per 
acre.  The  proposition  was  accepted  and  ground  pur- 
chased. Since  that  time  a  small  addition  has  been 
made  to  the  grounds,  and  the  cemetery  now  contains 
about  eight  acres. 

William  Miller  is  the  president  of  the  association, 
and  Thomas  Kemerer  is  secretary. 

Schools.— The  old  log  school-house,  built  on  the 
mission  grounds  about  1820,  was  one  story  in  height, 
and  divided  into  two  rooms,  one  for  church  and  one 
for  school  purposes.  The  school  was  controlled  by  a 
board  of  trustees,  and  was  kept  during  the  winter 
months  for  many  years.     Pupils  of  that  old  school 


are  yet  living  in  Lehighton,  Weissport,  and  the  sur- 
rounding country.  About  1840  the  public  school 
system  was  accepted  by  Mahoning  township,  of  which 
this  borough  was  then  a  part,  and  other  houses  were 
erected  or  fitted  up  for  school  purposes.  One  was 
erected  on  Iron  Street  about  1850.  In  1853  one  was 
built  on  the  Town  Square,  which  was  used  till  the 
completion  of  the  present  building.  One  soon  after 
was  erected  on  Pine  Street. 

On  the  29th  of  July,  1873,  the  board  of  school  di- 
rectors decided  to  erect  a  three-story  brick  school- 
house,  with  the  third  story  fitted  up  for  public  pur- 
poses. The  present  site  was  selected  and  purchased, 
plans  were  drawn  by  J.  Boyd  Henri,  an  architect  of 
Allentown,  which,  after  due  examination,  were  ac- 
cepted. Work  was  commenced  in  May  of  that  year, 
carried  forward  with  energy,  and  completed  at  a  cost 
of  forty-five  thousand  dollars.  Upon  its  completion 
the  three  schools  in  the  borough  were  gathered  in  the 
building,  where  they  have  since  remained. 

There  are  at  present  (1883)  attending  school  in  the 
borough  four  hundred  and  thirty-eight  pupils,  under 
the  charge  of  Prof.  T.  A.  Snyder,  principal. 

Upon  the  erection  of  the  borough  of  Lehighton,  in 
1866,  it  became  an  independent  school  district.  The 
directors  since  that  time  have  been  as  follows : 

1866.— Moses   Heilman,    Thomas   S.   Beck,  N.   B. 
Kober,  E.  A.  Bauer,  W.  A.  Santee,  T.  M.  Sweeny. 
1867. — E.  H.  Snyder,  Granville  Clauss. 
1868.— John  Miller,  M.  W.  Raudenbush. 
1869.— Philip  Miller,  N.  B.  Eaber. 
1870.— Granville  Clauss,  Zachariah  H.  Long. 
1871. — No  record. 

1872.— N.  B.  Rober,  John  S.  Lentz. 
1873.— E.  J.  Younker,  Charles  Siefert. 
1874.— George  W.  Heilman,  E.  B.  Albright. 
1875.— N.  B.  Raber,  A.  G.  Dollenmoyer. 
1876.— John  S.  Lentz,  B.  J.  Kuntz,  Daniel  Graver. 
1877.— William  H.  Rex,  William  D.  Zehner. 
1878. — E.  H.  Snyder,  Reuben  Fenstermacher. 
1879.— Daniel  Grover,  Daniel  Olewine,  A.  Barthol- 
omew. 

1880. — A.  Bartholomew,  John  Peters. 
1881.— E.  H.  Snyder,  F.  P.  Lentz,  M.  Heilman. 
1882.— R.  F.  Hofford,  William  Mentz. 
1883.— F.  P.  Lentz,  C.  F.  Horn,  George  Musbaum. 
Carbon  Academy.— The  freshet  of  January,  1862, 
carried  away  the  Carbon  Academy  building,  then  lo- 
cated at  Weissport,  and  owned  by  R.  F.  Hofford,  who 
the  same  year  rebuilt  at  Lehighton,  and  opened  and 
conducted  a  school,  with  A.  S.  Christine  as  assistant. 
In  1867,  Professor  Christine  became   principal,  and 
the  school  prospered  until  his  death,  in  June,  1868. 

The  original  building  was  sold  about  1865  to  the 
Methodist  society,  and  lots  were  purchased  on  Bank 
Street,  and  a  Carbon  Academy  building  was  erected, 
which  is  now  used  for  dwellings. 

The  academy  was  closed  after  the  death  of  Mr. 
Christine,  though  several  attempts  were  made  to  re- 
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open  the  school,  but  without  success.  In  1872  it  was 
opened  by  Professor  A.  S.  Baer,  under  the  name  of 
the  Lehighton  Academy,  but  after  a  year  closed. 

Post-Office.— The  date  of  the  establishment  of  a 
post-office  at  Lehighton  is  not  known.  In  the  sum- 
mer of  1817  a  post-office  was  opened  at  the  Landing 
Tavern,  and  Isaac  A.  Chapman  was  appointed  post- 
master. That  office  was  not  in  existence  long,  as  in 
the  year  1819,  when  the  post-office  was  established  at 
Mauch  Chunk,  it  was  noted  that  the  nearest  post- 
office  was  eight  miles  down  the  Lehigh  River.  With- 
out doubt  the  post-office  was  established  at  this  place 
about  1828  or  1829,  when  the  canal  was  in  process  of 
construction  along  the  river. 

It  was  located  at  the  public-house  of  Reuben 
Hagenbuch,  and  continued  by  Peter  Bauman  until' 
his  removal  from  the  place  in  1848. 

Michael  Dormetzer  was  then  appointed,  and  served 
till  April,  1852,  when  Thomas  S.  Beck  succeeded  to 
the  position,  and  continued  in  office  till  July,  1874, 
when  Henry  H.  Peters,  the  present  incumbent,  was 
appointed. 

First  National  Bank  of  Lehighton.— Upon  appli- 
cation of  a  number  of  gentlemen  a  certificate  of  in- 
corporation was  granted  Nov.  3,  1875,  for  a  bank  of 
the  above  name,  with  a  capital  stock  of  fifty  thousand 
dollars,  which  was  enlarged  to  seventy-five  thousand 
dollars  May  16, 1877.  The  directors  were  Daniel  Ole- 
wine,  R.  F.  Hoflford,  A.  J.  Durling,  Dennis  Baumkn, 
Levi  Wentz,  J.  K.  Rickert,  and  Thomas  Kemerer. 
Daniel  Olewine  was  elected  president,  W.  W.  Bowman 
cashier,  and  R.  F.  HofTord  vice-president.  The  only 
change  in  the  officers  has  been  the  election  of 
Thomas  Kemerer  as  president,  Jan.  14, 1880.  The 
bank  was  opened  for  business  on  the  27th  of  Novem- 
ber, 1875,  in  an  office  that  was  fitted  up  in  the  house 
of  Joseph  Obert,  where  it  remained  until  1880,  when  I 
it  was  removed  to  the  present  banking-office. 

W.  W.  Bowman,  cashier  of  this  bank,  is  the  great- 
grandson  of  Henry  Bauman,  who  was  of  German  ex- 
traction, and  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Northampton 
County,  north  of  the  Blue  Mountains.  He  proceeded 
at  once  in  preparing  a  farm  by  clearing  and  tilling 
the  ground,  which  occupation  he  followed  in  after- 
years  in  connection  with  the  lumbering  business. 
He,  like  the  early  settlers  generally,  labored  under 
great  disadvantages  and  difficulties,  as  one  can  readily 
imagine.  Among  others,  they  Occasionally  came  in 
contact  with  the  Indians,  making  it  necessary  to  re- 
move their  families  to  places  of  safety.  Mr.  Bauman 
was  the  father  of  four  children,  the  oldest,  John  D., 
the  grandfather  of  W.  W.,  was  born  about  the  year 
1772.  In  1796  he  settled  in  the  place  now  known  as 
Bowmansville,  his  home  being  the  characteristic  old 
log  house,  more  substantial  than  beautiful.  He  also 
engaged  in  clearing  land  preparatory  to  farming  ;  in 
connection  with  lumbering  business  he  devoted  much 
time  to  hunting  and  trapping,  game  being  very  abun- 
dant in  those  days.    In  1808,  after  building  a  large 


stone  house,  he  secured  a  license  and  kept  a  public- 
house.  He  was  the  father  of  twelve  children, — eight 
sons  and  four  daughters, — seven  of  whom  are  now  liv- 
ing. Jacob  Bauman,  the  second  oldest,  was  born  at 
Bowmansville,  March  28,  1799.  His  early  life  was 
spent  at  home  in  assisting  his  father  in  his  business 
pursuits. 

On  June  9,  1829,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Elizabeth 
Weiss,  daughter  of  Thomas  Weiss,  and  granddaughter 
of  Col.  Jacob  Weiss,  one  of  the  first  settlers  in  the 
county  (see  history  of  Weissport).  Thomas  Weiss, 
father  of  Mrs.  Bauman,  lived  at  Weissport.  The 
present  Weissport  borough  was  his  farm.  Mrs.  Bau- 
man was  born  Dec.  5,  1808. 

Mr.  Jacob  Bauman  after  his  marriage,  in  June, 
1829,  moved  to  Lehigh  Gap,  where  he  engaged  in  the 
hotel  business  and  general  store.  He  was  converted 
through,  the  instrumentality  of  the  Evangelical  Asso- 
ciation. His  .wife  while  under  deep  conviction  re- 
ceived pardon  for  her  troubled  heart  while  in  bed  at 
night.  Her  joy  was  complete,  and  sh«  praised  her 
God  with  a  loud  voice.  Mr.  Bauman  shortly  after 
this,  after  he  had  closed  the  hotel  in  the  evening, 
knelt  down  beside  the  bar  of  his  hotel  and  poured 
out  his  heart  to  God,  when  he  too  found  peace.  He 
immediately  gave  up  the  hotel  business  and  moved 
across  the  river  (Lehigh)  to  a  small  old  house. 

Shortly  after,  in  the  spring  of  1845,  he  moved  to 
Millport,  where  he  engaged  in  farming,  milling,  and 
lumbering  business.  He  had  ten  children.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Bauman  early  impressed  their  children  with  the 
principles  of'  Christianityj  and  their  effiirts  in  this 
direction  were  not  lost.  They  had  the  pleasure  of 
seeing  their  chiJdren  converted  and  united  with  the 
church  of  their'  choice.  Two  of  their  sons,  Thomas 
iand. James,  entered  the  ministry.  Capt.  James  Bow- 
man entered  the  ministry  at  the  close  of  the  Rebellion, 
in  which  he.  had  served  three  years ;  nine  months 
of  which  time  was  spent  in  Salsbury,  Danville,  and 
Libby  Prisons.  Thomas,  their  oldest  son,  is  now 
bishop  in  the  Evangelical  Association.  He  rose  in 
sixteen  years  from  a  country  store  to  the  highest 
dignity  of  the  Evangelical  Church.  Jacob  Bauman 
died  Oct.  17,  1877. 

W.  W.  Bowman  was  born  at  Millport,  Carbon  Co., 
April  7,  1849.  His  youthful  days  were  spent  at  the 
paternal  homestead  in  securing  an  education  and  as- 
sisting his  father  on  the  farm.  He  also  clerked  for 
Sharp,  Weiss  &  Co.,  at  Eckley,  Pa.,  who  as  a  firm 
ranked  among  our  prominent  and  most  successful 
coal  operators ;  also  for  the  Lehigh  Slate  Company,  at 
Slatington,  Pa.  At  the  age  of  fifteen,  in  order  to  com- 
plete his  education,  he  entered  the  Dickinson  Semi- 
nary, at  Williamsport,  Pa. ;  from  there  he  attended 
the  Freelaud  Seminary,  finishing  his  course  of  in- 
struction at  the  Fort  Edward  Collegiate  Institute,  Fort 
Edward,  N.  Y.  He  was  then  employed  by  the  Lehigh 
Valley  Railroad  Company  at  their  office  at  Packerton. 
Shortly  afterward  he  took  charge  of  the  general  books 
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of  the  Carbon  Iron  Company,  at  Parryville,  Pa.,  who 
at  this  time  were  doing  a  large  and  prosperous  busi- 
ness. The  First  National  Bank  of  Lehighton  was 
organized  in  1875 ;  the  board  of  directors  was  com- 
posed of  the  following  gentleman,  viz. :  Daniel  Ole- 
wine,  E.  F.  HofTord,  Judge  Dennis  Bauman,  J.  K. 
Reickert,  Judge  Levi  Wentz,  Hon.  A.  J.  Durling, 
and  Thomas  Kemmerer.  After  careful  consideration 
these  directors  decided  on  W.  W.  Bowman  as  their 
cashier,  which  action,  considering  that  Mr.  Bowman 
was  but  twenty-six  years  old,  showed  their  just  ap- 
preciation in  selecting,  a  man  who  though  young  in 
yeats  was  worthy  in  experience,  integrity,  and  in- 
tellect. Mr.  Bowman  has  filled  this  position  satis- 
factorily alike  to  the  citizens,  depositors,  and .  bank 
officials  ever  since. 

On  June  15,  1871,  he  was  married  by  his  brother, 
Bishop  Thomas  Bowman,  to  Miss  Zeina  F.  Kuntz, 
daughter  of  Henry  Kuntz,  of  Slatington.  The  result  of 
their  union  is  a  family  of  five  children,  viz. :  Charles 
B.,  Minnie  V.,  May  E.,  Raymond  K.,  Clarke  W. 

Newspapers. — The  first  newspaper  was  started  in 
Lehighton  in  January,  1872,  by  O.  M.  Boyle.  It  was 
six  columns  in  size,  with  a  "  patent  outside,"  and 
called  the  Weekly  News.  Its  publication  was  sus- 
pended in  the  fall  of  1873. 

The  Carbon  Advocate  was  established  by  H.  V.  Mor- 
thimer,  the  present  editor  and  proprietor.  The  first 
number  was  issued  on  the  23d  of  November,  1872. 
It  is  independent  in  politics.  Originally  a  six-column 
ipaper,  it  was  enlarged  in  1878  to  eight  columns. 
Many  facts  concerning  the  history  of  Lehighton  are 
gleaned  from  its  columns. 

Fire  Company.— On  the  24th  of  August,  1874,  the 
•first  fire  company  was  organized  in  Lehighton  as 
-the  Lehigh  Hook-and-Ladder  Company,  No.  1.  It 
contained  fifty  members.  H.  V.  Morthimer  was 
chosen  president,  C.  F.,  Horn  secretary,  and  P.  T. 
Bradley  chief. .  A  hook-and-ladder  truck  and  ladders 
and  a  Babcock  extinguisher  were  purchased.  The 
company  remained  in  active  service  till  1881,  when 
the  inemberslost  interest  in  it  and  the  company  prac- 
jtically  ceased  to  exist. 

Societies', — A  number  of  societies  have  been  organ- 
ized, which  have  long  since  disbanded.  Those  still 
in  existence  are  here  given.-  Meetings  of  all  societies 
are  held  in  Rober's  Hall : 

Gnaden  Huetten  Lodge,  No.  680,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  char- 
tered Nov.  16,-1869.. 

Rebecca  Degree  Lodge  (Bernice),  No.  124,  I.  O. 
0.  F.,  chartered  Sept.  22,  1879. 

Lehighton  Lodge,  No.  234,  K.  of  P.,  chartered  Jan. 
14,  1870. 

Gnaden  Huetten  Council,  No.  249,  0.  of  U.  A.  M. 
chartered  Jan.  27,  1871. 

Incorporation.— The  borough  of  Lehighton  was 
incorporated  by  the  court  of  Carbon  County  on  the  2d 
of  January,  1866.  The  following  lis  a  list  of  the  bur- 
gesses. Council,  and  justices  of  the  peace ; 


BUEGESSES. 

1866. — John  Lentz. 
1867.— R.  F.  Hofford. 
1868.— R.  F.  Hofford. 
1869.— Francis  Stickler. 
1870.— Francis  Stickler. 
1871  to  1875.— William  Wagner. 
1876  to  1879.— John  T.  Semmel. 
1880.— E.  K.  Snyder. 
1881.— Zachariah  H.  Long. 
1882-83.— John  T.  Semmel. 

Council. 

1866. — Daniel  Olewine,  Thomas  Kemerer,  Reuben 
Hunsicker,  Joseph  Obert,  John  Senkel. 

1867.— M.  W.  Raudenbush. 

1868.— William  Rex,  John  T.  Nusbaum. 

1869.— W.  C.  Frederici,  William  C.  Seabold. 

1870.— William  Miller. 

1872. — William  Miller,  Manasses  Asker. 

1873. — William  Waterboer,  Reuben  Fenster- 
macher. 

1875. — George  Swartz,  William  M.  Rapsher. 

1876.- William  Miller. 

1877. — Theodore  R.  Kemmerer,  Moses  Harleman, 
William  Waterboer. 

1878.— William  M.  Rapsher,  J.  L.  Gable. 

1879.— William  Miller. 

1880. — William  Waterboer,  Daniel  Wieand,  A. 
Hinkell. 

1881.- William  M.  Rapsher,  W.  H.  Mantz. 

1882.— William  Miller,  Richard  Koons. 

1883. — William  Waterboer,  Valentine  Schwartz. 

Justices  op  the  Peace. 
1866.— A.  S.  Christine. 
1869.— Thomas  Kemerer,  E.  H.  Snyder. 
1874.— E.  H.  Snyder,  Thomas  S.  Beck. 
1879.— Thomas  S.  Beck. 
1881.— Harrison  A.  Beltz. 

The  population  of  the  borough,  as  given  by  the 
census  of  1882,  is  two  thousand  five  hundred  and 
thirty-two. 

Packing-House  of  Joseph  Obert.— This  business 
is  the  only  one  of  the  kind  in  the  Lehigh  Valley,  and 
is  the  largest  enterprise  carried  on  in  Lehighton.  It 
was  commenced  by  Mr.  Obert  about  1865  in  an  hum- 
ble way,  but  the  foundation  was  laid  for  the  immense 
business  of  to-day.  In  1875  the  buildings  in  which 
the  business  was  conducted  were  destroyed  by  fire,  to- 
gether with  the  machinery  and  a  large  stock  of  goods; 
Notwithstanding  this  great  loss  Mr.  Obert  erected  the 
present  brick  building,  sixty  by  ninety  feet,  three 
stories  high,  in  which  was  placed  the  latest  improved 
machinery  and  appliances  for  slaughtering,  curing, 
packing,  and  smoking  meats.  A  force  of  twelve  men 
are  constantly  employed  in  the  different  processes  of 
the  work. 

Lehigh  Stove-Works.— About  1866  the  citizens  of 
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Lehighton  being  desirous  of  establishing  manufactures 
of  some  kind,  meetings  were  held  and  a  committee 
appointed  to  visit  and  confer  with  manufacturers. 
Dr.  G.  B.  Linderman,  who  had  then  recently  pur- 
chased a  farm  near  the  borough,  became  interested  in 
the  project,  and  after  hearing  the  reports  of  the  com- 
mittee, proposed  to  establish  a  foundry  for  the  manu- 
facture of  stoves  and  hollow-ware,  and  subscribed 
largely  to  the  stock.  Sufficient  capital  was  secured, 
and  the  Lehigh  Stove-Works  was  incorporated  in 
1867.  Land  was  purchased  between  the  Lehigh  River 
and  the  track  of  the  Lehigh  "Valley  Railroad.  The 
stone  building,  engine-  and  boiler-rooms  were  erected 
in  the  summer  of  that  year,  and  work  was  com- 
menced. Additional  buildings  have  been  added  as 
the  business  enlarged.  There  are  in  the  employ  of 
the  company  about  thirty-five  men. 

The  stockholders  of  the  company  are  G.  B.  Linder- 
man, president;  C.  W.  Anthony,  secretary  and  treas- 
urer ;  C.  0.  Skeer,  Robert  Klotz,  William  Lilly,  W. 
B.  Mack,  and  A.  G.  Brodhead. 

Central  Carriage-Works. — About  1860  the  manu- 
facture of  carriages  was  commenced  in  Lehighton, 
and  carried  forward  with  success.  In  1877,  M.  C. 
Trexler  and  H.  R.  Kreidler  purchased  the  business 
under  the  name  of  Trexler  &  Kreidler.  The  estab- 
lishment was  enlarged,  improved  machinery  was  put 
in,  and  the  manufacture  of  coaches,  carriages,  bug- 
gies, and  all  kinds  of  carriage-work  was  commenced, 
and  still  continues. 

The  Lehigh.  Wagon  Company  was  established  in 
the  spring  of  1883  by  Weiss,  Bowman  &  HofFord. 
M.  W.  Weiss  is  in  charge. 

Daniel  Wieand,  a  practical  carriage-builder,  com- 
menced business  about  1881,  on  Bank  Street.  In 
1883  he  erected  a  salesroom  in  front  of  the  factory. 


BIOGRAPHICAL    SKETCHES. 


DANIEL    OLEWINB. 

After  a  short  walk  from  the  Lehigh  Valley  Depot, 
in  the  suburbs  of  Lehighton,  in  a  spacious  brick 
residence,  near  the  GnadenhUtten  Burying-ground, 
of  Revolutionary  and  historic  fame,  lives  the  subject 
of  this  sketch.  Mr.  Olewine  is  a  son  of  Mr.  George 
Olewine,  who  was  born  in  Lower  Towamensing 
township.  Carbon  Co.,  Pa.  He  married  Miss  Susan 
Erdman,  whose  family  was  one  of  the  oldest  and  most 
respectable  of  Bucks  County.  Their  occupation 
through  life  was  farming.  Their  married  life  proved 
a  most  prosperous  and  happy  one,  being  blessed  with 
eight  children  equally  divided  in  sex,  Mr.  Daniel 
Olewine  being  the  seventh  in  descent. 

He  was  born  at  the  old  homestead,  in  Lower  Tow- 
amensing township,  April  13,  1815.  Enjoyed  all 
the  advantages  that  could  be  obtained  from  a  country 
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school  in  that  early  day,  until  he  reached  the  age  of 
seventeen,  when  he  was  apprenticed  for  three  years 
to  learn  tanning  and  currying,  after  which  he  spent 
ten  years  at  this  work  as  a  journeyman. 

In  1847  he  moved  to  Mauch  Chunk,  Pa.,  where  he 
engaged  in  tanning  and  shoe-manufacturing  business. 
On  April  14,  1850,  at  the  age  of  thirty-five,  he  mar- 
ried Miss  Esther  Zoll,  of  Orwigsburg,  Schuylkill 
Co.,  Pa.  This  estimable  lady  was  born  there  March 
23,  1818.  In  1856,  Mr.  Olewine  and  family  moved  to 
Lehighton,  still  continuing  in  the  tanning  business 
until  1873,  when  that  destructive  agent,  fire,  burned 
his  buildings  to  the  ground  ;  however,  he  was  not  at 
loss  for  labor,  as  he  had  a  large  and  productive  farm 
in  charge  at  the  time  of  the  fire. 

From  1875  to  1877  he  engaged  in  general  foundry 
business,  which,  like  all  his  former  undertakings, 
proved  successful.  Mr.  Olewine  was  a  director  of 
the  Second  National  Bank  of  Mauch  Chunk,  for  five 
years.  In  1875  the  First  National  Bank  of  Lehighton 
was  organized,  and  he  was  honored  by  being  made 
its  president,  which  position  of  dignity  and  trust  he 
filled  acceptably  for  five  years,  when  business  becom- 
ing so  great,  he  was  compelled  to  resign  this  position 
of  honor. 

Mr.  Olewine  has  been  a  consistent  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  for  thirty  years,  in 
which  society  he  has  held  many  positions  of  confi- 
dence. His  family  consists  of  three  children.  The 
eldest.  Miss  Susan  Esther,  married  Mr.  William  Koch, 
of  Bingen,  Pa.,  who  is  now  following  farming,  and 
resides  at  the  old  homestead.  The  second,  Miss  Clara 
Alta,  married  Mr.  Pierce  Lentz,  one  of  Lehighton's 
most  successful  and  promising  young  men.  Mr. 
Lentz  is  now  occupying  a  position  of  confidence  with 
the  Lehigh  Valley  Railroad  Company,  at  Packerton, 
and  living  in  his  own  home,  one  of  the  handsomest 
in  Lehighton.  The  third  of  Mr.  Olewine's  children 
is  Daniel  Irvine.  He  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Edna  Conn,  of  Lycoming  County,  Pa.  This  son  is 
engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  at  Williamsport, 
Pa.,  and  bids  fair  to  become  one  of  its  most  successful 
merchants. 

Mr.  Olewine  is  now  in  his  seventieth  year,  and  is 
still  an  active,  well-preserved  gentleman. 


JOSEPH    OBERT. 


Mr.  Obert  is  of  German  descent,  and  the  youngest 
son  of  Matthias  and  Catherine  Obert.  He  was  born 
in  Baden,  Germany,  in  1821,  where  he  remained  until 
twenty  years  of  age.  After  limited  advantages  of 
education,  he  was  at  the  age  of  fifteen  apprenticed  to 
a  cabinet-maker,  and  after  a  service  of  two  years 
worked  until  twenty  years  of  age  as  a  journeyman. 
He  was  then  drafted -for  military  duty,  but  in  conse- 
quence of  an  accident  during  his  early  youth  was  ex- 
empted from  service,  and  in  1841  sailed  for  the  United 


Y38 


HISTOKY   OF   CAKBON  COUNTY,  PENNSYLVANIA. 


States,  his  first  engagement  as  a  cabinet-maker  having 
been  at  Bath,  Northampton  Co.,  and  his  second  at 
Mauch  Chunk.  He  then  removed  to  Lehighton,  and 
followed  his  trade  for  a  period  of  twenty-five  years, 
having  in  1842  started  a  business  of  his  own,  and  soon 
after  embarked  in  the  lumber  business.  About  the 
year  1850  he  also  became  interested  in  farming,  and 
conducted  it  successfully  with  various  other  interests. 
In  1867  he  opened  a  store  for  the  sale  of  dry  goods 
and  groceries.  He  had  previously  engaged  in  the 
slaughtering  of  hogs,  which  enterprise  so  increased 
in  proportions  that  he  found  the  erection  of  spacious 
buildings  a  necessity.  In  1875  the  establishment  was 
entirely  destroyed  by  fire,  but  with  Mr.  Obert's  char- 
acteristic enterprise  was  at  once  rebuilt.  The  busi- 
ness now  ranks  as  the  leading  industry  of  Lehighton, 
though  a  more  detailed  description,  found  elsewhere 
in  this  volume,  renders  repetition  here  unnecessary. 
Mr.  Obert  was,  on  the  26th  of  December,  1849,  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Catherine,  daughter  of  John  Heberling, 
of  Kreidersville,  Pa.,  whose  children  are  John, 
Charles,  William,  Frank,  and  Emma.  He  has  been 
identified  with  the  Second  National  Bank  of  Mauch 
Chunk  as  director,  and  as  a  Democrat  was,  in  1857, 
appointed  postmaster  of  Lehighton,  and  elected  mem- 
ber of  the  Town  Council  when  it  was  created  a 
borough.  In  religion,  Mr.  Obert  is  a  member  of  the 
Reformed  Church,  and  now  holds  the  office  of  elder,  as 
also  that  of  treasurer  of  the  church  of  that  denomi- 
nation at  Lehighton.  In  all  measures  pertaining  to 
the  moral  and  material  growth  of  the  borough  he 
fills  a  conspicuous  place. 


CHAPTER    XVIL 
LAUSANNE   TOWNSHIP. 

The  territory  now  comprising  this  township  is  but 
a  very  small  part  of  the  original.  It  was  in  1808  a 
part  of  Penn  township,  which  embraced  all  that  por- 
tion of  Northampton  County  lying  north  of  the  Blue 
Ridge  and  west  of  the  Lehigh  River.  In  1808,  Penn 
township  was  divided  into  East  Penn,  West  Penn, 
and  Lausanne,  the  latter  being  the  north  part  of  that 
portion  now  in  Carbon  County.  West  Penn  became 
a  part  of  Schuylkill  County  in  1811.  In  1827  a 
small  portion  of  the  southern  part  of  the  township 
was  taken  oflT  to  form  Mauch  Chunk  township.  In 
January,  1842,  Banks  township  was  set  ofl'  the  north- 
west part,  and  in  1847  Packer  township  was  set  off 
from  the  southwest  part. 

In  1875  the  township  of  Lehigh  was  erected,  which 
embraced  the  greater  portion  of  the  township  of  Lau- 
sanne, and  reduced  it  to  its  present  limits.  It  is  now 
bordered  on  the  north  by  Luzerne  County,  on  the 
east  and  south  by  Lehigh  township,  and  on  the  west 


by  Banks  and  Packer  townships,  and  is  about  six  miles 
in  length  on  the  county-line  and  about  two  and  a  half 
in  breadth,  except  at  the  western  part,  where  it  ex- 
tends south  and  embraces  within  its  limits  Weatherly 
borough. 

The  streams  are  Laurel,  Spruce  Run,  and  Hazel 
Creek.  The  Laurel  rises  in  the  north  part  of  the 
township,  flows  easterly,  passing  out  of  the  township 
at  the  southeast  corner,  and  flowing  through  Lehigh 
township,  joins  the  Lehigh  River  at  Rockport.  Spruce 
Run,  a  branch  of  the  Laurel,  rises  in  Spring  Moun- 
tain, flows  northeasterly,  and  joins  Laurel  Run  in  the 
township.  Hazel  Creek  enters  the  township  on  the 
west  line,  flows  southeasterly,  then  southerly,  passes 
Weatherly  borough,  and  out  of  the  township  into 
Lehigh,  where  it  joins  the  Quakake  Creek.  The 
township  is  mountainous,  and  but  little  cultivated. 
The  Buck  Mountain  Coal  Company  is  in  possession 
of  a  tract  of  mining  land  which  they  have  worked 
since  1838,  and  have  this  present  year  abandoned. 
The  land  is  but  little  cultivated,  and  Lausanne  is 
to-day  as  much  a  wilderness  as  it  was  in  1808.  The 
following  names  are  taken  from  the  assessment-roll  of 
Lausanne  township  in  1808,  when  its  territory  em- 
braced the  townships  above  given.  The  amount  of 
tax  levied  in  that  year  was  S37.12 : 


Peter  Andrew. 
Andrew  Beck. 
Elias  Bartlett. 
Timothy  Condy. 
George  Close. 
Andrew  Creakle. 
John  Dull  (single). 
Mathias  Gangwere. 
John  Creakle  (single). 
Samuel  Gangwere. 
William  Grofiley. 
Daniel  Gebhard  (single) 

The  owners  of  unseated 
are  here  given : 

Caleb  Washbouer. 
Daniel  Washbouer. 
Stephen  Balliet. 
James  Chapman. 

Bolightho. 

Cuno  Moravian  Land. 
John  Cunkle. 
Christian  Cunkle. 
Caspar  Diehl. 
James  Dunn. 
George  GroflT. 
Daniel  Koch. 

The  first  settlement  known  to  have  been  made  in 
the  present  limits  of  the  township  was  by  the  Buck 
Mountain  Coal  Company,  which  was  chartered  June 
16,  1836,  and  soon  after  purchased  land  in  that  re- 
gion.   The  company  consisted  of  Samuel  L.  Shober, 


Christopher  Gebhard  (sin- 

gle). 
Jacob  Gebhard  (single). 
Philip  Hinkle. 
Felton  Hinkle  (single). 
Jacob  Hartz. 
Daniel  Heil. 
Jacob  Kelchner. 
Thomas  Leonard  (single). 
Jonathan  Mergeum. 
Robert  McMinn. 
John  Totten. 
Adam  Winter. 

lands  for  the  same  year 

Samuel  Koch. 
Joseph  Heister. 

Hottenstein. 

James  May. 
Anthony  Morris. 
Widow  Powell. 
William  Rex. 
Samuel  Seager. 
Jacob  Schreider. 
George  Walker. 
William  Turnbull. 
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Jacob  F.  Bunting,  Dr.  Benjamin  Kugler,  William 
Eichardson,  and  Asa  L.  Foster,  all  from  Philadelphia 
except  the  latter,  who  was  of  Carbon  County.     The 
first  operations  for  coal  were  made  in  1839,  and  in  the 
month  of  November,  1840,  the  first  boat-load  of  coal 
was  shipped.     It  was  drawn  from  the  mine  to  Rock- 
port  (about  five  miles),  and  shipped  on  the  Lehigh 
Canal.    The  flood  of  January,  1841,  swept  away  the 
canal,  and   further  shipments  were  delayed  until  it 
was  again  repaired.     In  1843  the  company  was  as- 
sessed on  thirty  acres  of  land  and  four  houses.     Ship- 
ments were  made  from   Rockport  until  1862,  when 
the  freshet  again  swept  away  the  canal.     After  this 
disaster  the  Hazleton  Coal  Company  built  a  branch 
road  to  the  mines  of  the  Buck  Mountain  Coal  Com- 
pany, and  coal  from  that  time  was  shipped  )jy  that 
route.     About  this  time  a  post-office  was  established. 
A  hotel  was  built  by  the  company  and  kept  by  Wil- 
liam Koonz  in  1843,  and  many  years  by  James  Mc- 
Ginty,  and  now  by  William  Boyle.     The  company 
has  had  in  its  employ  from  three  to  six  hundred  men. 
The  place  contains  two  school-houses,  the  hotel,  post- 
office,  company  store,  and  other  buildings  necessary 
to  carry  on  the  business.     The  settlement  has  grown 
up  entirely  as  the  result  of  the  operations  of  the  com- 
pany, who  have  purchased  lands  in  Schuylkill  County, 
and  contemplate  removing  to  that  locality.     Opera- 
tions here  ceased  Nov.  28,  1883.     The  total  amount 
of  coal  shipped  from  the  mines  from  1841  to  Nov.  28, 
1883;  was  three  million  four  hundred  and  sixty-five 
thousand  tons. 

Lausanne  township  will  soon  lapse  almost  into  the 
condition  of  a  wilderness.  In  the  year  1875,  after 
Lehigh  township  had  been  taken  off"  from  the  town- 
ship, there  were  assessed  seven  farmers,  two  teachers, 
several  carpenters,  blacksmiths,  clerks,  hotel-keeper, 
and  the  Buck  Mountain  Coal  Company. 

In  1883  the  total  tax,  county  and  State,  was  $156.29, 
of  which  $47.07  was  assessed  to  the  coal  company. 
The  following  are  the  names  of  farmers,  with  number 
of  acres,  part  of  which  is  wild  land  :  Timothy  Colen, 
45  acres  ;  James  Conners,  26  acres;  Patrick  Cunning- 
ham, 25  acres ;  Mr.  Hugh  Cunningham,  15  acres  ; 
Lewis  Flickinger,  96  acres;  Jacob  Folk,  110  acres; 
Frank  Fried,  100  acres ;  Fryman  Flickinger,  55  acres ; 
William  Kennedy,  90  acres;  Catharine  Moyer,  140 
acres ;  James  McGinty,  239  acres,  and  Lewis  Young, 
80  acres.  William  Spencer  is  the  superintendent  of 
the  company.  Condy  McCole  is  a  teacher,  and  Hiram 
Prevost  grocer. 

School  Directors. — The  following  is  a  list  of  the 
names  of  the  school  directors  of  the  township  since 
the  erection  of  Carbon  County,  most  of  whom  resided 
in  that  portion  of  the  township  that  in  1875  became 
Lehigh  township  : 
1844. — Richard  D.  Miles,  Ephraim  Balliet. 
1845.— Jonas  Hartz,  John  Smith. 
1846._Daniel  O'Donnell,  Charles  Gilbert. 
1847.— John  Smith,  Wm.  Koons. 


1848. — Richard  M.  Hackett,  James  Conner,  Alex. 
Santee. 

1849.— W.  B.  Taylor,  Charles  Gilbert,  Adam  Beer. 
1850. — James  Conner,  Jacob  Beer,  Daniel  J.  Labar. 
1851. — Jacob  Whitebread,  Andrew  Barnhard. 
1852. — Adrian  Barber,  William  H.  Brown. 
1853. — Elias  D.  Cortwright,  Joshua  Derrah,  Charles 
H.  Williams,  Philip  Huffecker. 

1854.— 0.  K.  Shoemaker,  William  B.  Cortwright. 
1855.— R.  Butler,  D.  J.  Labar. 
1856.— Jonathan  McMurty,  Frank  McFall,  R.  Q. 
Butler,  D.  K.  Shoemaker,  Alexander  Miller. 
1857. — Mordecai  Cooper,  Philip  Mixler.. 
1858.— C.  H.  Williams,  Elias  Miller. 
1859.— John  Evans,  C.  A.  Williams,  Joshua  Der- 
rah. 

I860.— R.  L.  Hearry,  M.  M.  Cooper. 
1861.— W.  H.  Brown,  John  Toomy,  Marius  Mc- 
Ginty. 

1862.— John  Evans,  M.  M.  Cooper. 
1863.— James  C.  Hayden,  M.  McGinty. 
1864. — John  Wynn,  John  Toomy. 
1865.— C.  A.  Weiss,  John  Evans,  David  Petry. 
1866. — James  Smith,  George  Stettler. 
1867. — John  Farley,  Peter  Kennedy. 
1868.— C.  A.  Weiss,  Patrick  Mekan. 
1869. — John  Farley,  James  Smith. 
1870. — Frank  Brenan,  John  Toomy. 
1871. — John  Wynn,  Charles  A.  Weiss. 
1872.— Charles  McGill,  Joseph  Smith. 
1873.— Frank  Call,  Bernard  Henry. 
1874.— B.  F.  Williams,  John  M.  Cole,  James  Mc- 
Ginty. 

1875.— J.  J.  Kennedy,  Dennis  Boyle,  J.  E.  Ma- 
loney. 

1876.— C.  H.  O'Donnell,   John  Maloney,  Patrick 
Meighan. 

1877.— John  McCole,  Evan  Daniels,  Michael  Mey- 
ers. 

1878.— John   Smith,   John  H.   O'Donnell,   James 
Burns. 

1879._C.  F.  O'Daniels,  Henry  Colt. 
1880. — James  McKinley,  John  McCole,  Lewis  Sild- 
man,  H.  P.  Harkins. 

1881.— Adam  Boyd,  H.  P.  Harkins. 
1882.— Henry  Call,  James  Smith,  Neal  Brisbin. 
1883. — John  S.  Brennan,  Thomas  J.  Edwards. 
Justices  of  the  Peace.— The  following  is  a  list  of 
justices  of  the  peace  since  1840.     Prior  to  this  time 
justices  were  elected  in  districts,  and  the  list  will  be 
found  in  the  civil  roster  of  the  general  history.     The 
justices  since  1840  were  mostly  residents  of  the  terri- 
tory, now  set  off  to  other  townships: 
Amasa  Dodson,  elected  March,  1844. 
Jacob  Beer,  elected  March,  1850. 
Joshua  Darrah,  elected  March,  1854. 
James  Lewis,  elected  March,  1855. 
Joshua  Darrah,  elected  March,  1859. 
Jacob  Beer,  elected  March,  1860. 
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James  Lewis,  elected  March,  1861. 
John  Smith,  elected  March,  1862. 
Samuel  B.  Taylor,  elected  March,  1864. 
John  Shaffer,  elected  March,  1865. 
George  Stetler,  elected  March,  1866. 
J.  W.  Shellheimer,  elected  March,  1867. 
T.  W.  Stiegerwalt,  elected  March,  1867. 
William  H.  Taylor,  elected  March,  1868. 
John  A.  Quinn,  elected  October,  1869. 
William  H.  Taylor,  elected  March,  1873. 
James  Smith,  elected  March,  1874. 
Silas  Farraday,  elected  March,  1875. 
William  Buch,  elected  March,  1877. 
H.  B.  Harkins,  elected  March,  1878. 
James  McKinly,  elected  March,  1879. 
L.  W.  Provost,  elected  March,  1880. 
C.  E.  Provost,  elected  March,  1883. 


CHAPTER    XVIII. 


LEHIGH   TOWNSHIP. 


This  township,  with  Lausanne,  forms  a  triangle. 
It  is  bounded  on  the  east  by  the  Lehigh  River,  which 
runs  the  entire  length  of  the  township;  on  the  west 
by  Packer  and  Banks  townships;  on  the  north  by 
Lausanne  township  and  Luzerne  County.  The  Qua- 
kake  Creek  flows  eastwardly  through  the  township, 
and  empties  into  the  Lehigh  at  Penn  Haven.  Spruce, 
Laurel,  and  Indian  Runs  form  a  stream  that  flows 
southeastwardly,  and  empties  into  the  Lehigh  below 
Rockport.  Leslie's  Run  rises  near  the  Luzerne  County 
line,  flows  eastwardly,  and  empties  into  the  Lehigh 
at  Leslie's  Run  Depot,  in  the  north  part  of  the  town- 
ship. Broad  Mountain  constitutes  the  southern  por- 
tion of  the  township.  The  Quakake  Valley  passes 
between  it  and  Bald  Ridge,  which  reaches  across  the 
township  from  east  to  west,  near  the  middle.  Its 
northwestern  point  is  near  Weatherly,  its  eastern  at 
the  Lehigh  River.  The  settled  portion  of  the  town- 
ship is  from  the  northern  slope  of  Bald  Ridge  north- 
ward. The  territory  was  embraced  in  Lausanne 
township  from  1808  till  1875,  when  it  was  set  apart 
as  Lehigh. 

Early  Roads.— The  first  road  within  the  limits  of 
the  present  township  was  a  State  road  that  ran  from 
the  Lehigh  and  Susquehanna  turnpike,  at  the  Spring 
Mountain  House,  through  Weatherly  borough,  near 
Rockport,  to  White  Haven.  The  next  of  importance 
was  the  White  Haven  and  Lausanne  turnpike,  which 
was  commenced  in  1840.  The  portion  from  the  Comp- 
ton  House  to  Morrison's  was  completed  in  1841,  and 
was  not  a  success  financially.  The  Lehigh  Valley 
and  the  Philadelphia  and  Reading  Railroad  run 
along  the  bank  of  the  Lehigh  River  in  the  township. 
The  Beaver  Meadow,  Hazleton  and  Mahanoy  Di- 
vision of  the  Lehigh  Valley  road  runs  through  the 


township,  and   connects  with  the  main  line  at  Penn 
Haven  Junction. 

Early  Settlement. — The  assessment  of  Lausanne 
township  in  1808  shows  a  tract  of  land  assessed  to  the 
Moravians.     This  tract  was  located  along  the  Lehigh 
River,  on  the  site  of  the  present  village  of  Rockport. 
The  Lehigh  Coal  and  Navigation  Company  finding  it 
necessary  to  obtain  a  supply  of  lumber  for  building 
coal-barges,  purchased  the  lumber-right  on  this  tract  of 
the  Moravians  in  1824,  and  at  what  is  now  Rockport 
erected  four  saw-mills  and  houses  for  laborers.     The 
first  settlement  there  was  known  as  Lowrytown,  and 
was  located  on  the  high  bluff  above.     Lumber  was 
cut  on  the  tract  back  of  Lowrytown,  and  slid  down 
the  mountain-side,  about  three  hundred  feet,  to  the 
mills,  where  it  was  sawed  and  rafted,  mostly  to  Mauch 
Chunk.     Jedediah  Irish  and  Abiel  Abbott  were  in 
charge  of  the  mills.     A  store  and  chopping-mill  were 
also  built  by  the  company.     The  raftsmen  who  went 
down  with  the  rafts  to   Mauch  Chunk  returned  on 
foot,  by  what  was  called  the  "  Indian  Path,''  which 
led  from  Gnadenhiitten  to  Wyoming.     These  rafts- 
men were  hardy,  vigorous,  and  brave  men,  who  feared 
no   danger.      Among   them   were  Spencer  Cassidy, 
Samuel  Mantawny,  Peter  Steel,  James  Evans,  Alex- 
ander Santee,  and  Thomas  Jenkins. 

In  the  fall  of  1839  the  Buck  Mountain  Coal  Com- 
pany contracted  with  Foster,  Hogendogler,  and  Ne- 
leigh  for  the  grading  of  a  railroad  from  the  mines  of 
the  company  to  Rockport  (a  distance  of  about  five 
miles).  A.  L.  Foster  contracted  to  cut  a  tunnel 
through  the  rock  a  distance  of  two  hundred  yards  at 
the  foot  of  the  inclined  plane,  which  extended  to  the 
river  from  the  side  of  the  mountain.  Mr.  Foster 
sublet  the  tunneling  to  Peter  Dunworth.  The  work 
on  the  tunnel  and  road  was  completed  in  the  early 
fall  of  1840,  and  in  November  of  that  year  the  Buck 
Mountain  Coal  Company  shipped  the  first  boat-load 
of  coal-  to  Philadelphia  by  the  Lehigh  Coal  and  Navi- 
gation Company's  Canal.  A  little  before  this  time 
lumber  operations  had  practically  ceased,  and  making 
the  place  then  known  as  "  Grog  Hollow"  a  shipping- 
point  for  coal,  gave  it  a  new  impetus.  One  hundred 
thousand  tons  of  coal  per  year  were  shipped  from  that 
time  to  1862,  when  the  canr.l  was  washed  away,  and 
the  Buck  Mountain  Coal  Company  was  forced  to  seek 
another  outlet.  During  the  building  of  the  Upper 
Lehigh  Navigation  System,  between  1836-39,  the 
laborers  on  the  works,  in  numbers  at  least  a  thousand, 
were  in  the  h.abit  of  gathering  on  Sunday  at  Jake 
Morris'  tavern  (a  small  log  building)  and  pitching 
iiuoits,  playing  cards,  shooting  at  a  mark,  jumping, 
fighting,  and  drinking  whiskey.  The  bar-room  was 
small,  and  Jake  passed  the  whiskey  out  of  the  win- 
dow in  buckets,  which  were  furnished  with  tin  cups, 
and  passed  among  the  men,  who  were  ranged  in  line. 
This  state  of  affairs  continued  till  1840,  when  the 
Canal  and  Buck  Mountain  Coal  Company's  railroad 
was  completed. 
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A  post-office  was  established  at  Lowrytown  about 
1830.  Samuel  Wolf  was  the  postmaster.  He  also 
had  a  store  and  kept  tavern  on  the  Lehigh  and  Sus- 
quehanna turnpike.  He  continued  business  at  both 
places  till  about  1839,  the  time  of  the  completion  of 
the  Upper  Lehigh  Navigation,  when  he  sold  out  and 
removed.  He  was  succeeded  in  the  post-ofBce  at 
Lowrytown  by  Asa  Packer  in  1836,  who  served  two 
years,  and  was  succeeded  by  R.  Q.  Butler,  who  served 
until  1844.  While  under  the  administration  of  Mr. 
Butler  the  name  of  the  post-office  was  changed  from 
Lowrytown  to  Lockport.  William  C.  Cortwright  and 
many  others  filled  the  position  later.  The  present 
postmaster  is  Alfred  Shaffer.  The  office  is  in  the 
depot  of  the  Philadelphia  and  Reading  Railroad. 
Samuel  Wolf  kept  a  store  at  Rockport  from  1830  to 
1836,  when  it  was  purchased  by  Asa  and  R.  W. 
Packer,  who  kept  it  till  their  canal  contract  was  fin- 
ished, when  they  sold  to  A.  L.  Foster,  who  was  about 
to  commence  explorations  for  coal  at  Buck  Mountain. 
He  sold  out  his  interest  in  the  fall  of  1839  to  Reed  & 
Butler,  who  continued  business  until  Thomas  Brod- 
rick  (now,  1883,  mayor  of  Wilkesbarre)  took  the  con- 
tract to  mine  and  deliver  the  Buck  Mountain  coal  in 
boats  at  Rockport.  At  this  time  he  established  a 
store,  which  R.  Q.  Butler  entered  as  clerk,  and  the 
store  of  Reed  &  Butler  was  discontinued.  This  store 
was  continued  till  the  freshet  of  1862,  which  destroyed 
the  canal.  Rockport  to-day  contains  a  church,  a  hotel 
{kept  by  Mrs.  Charles  McGill),  a  school-house,  post- 
oflSce  and  store,  depot,  and  several  dwellings. 

A  Methodist  Church  was  organized  at  Rockport 
about  1851.  The  Rev.  John  H.  Vincent,  of  New 
Haven,  Conn.,  famous  in  Sunday-school  work  and  in 
connection  with  the  Chautauqua  Scientific  and  Liter- 
ary Association,  preached  in  this  church  when  he  was 
nineteen  years  of  age.  It  has  had  many  pastors,  and 
is  not  at  present  in  a  very  prosperous  condition. 

Schools. — There  are  but  three  school-houses  in  the 
township,  located  at  Rockport,  Penn  Haven,  and  at  a 
point  north  of  the  poor-house,  on  the  Leslie  Run  road. 
The  directors  of  schools  since  the  organization  of  the 
township,  in  1875,  have  been  as  follows : 

1875.— C.  A.  Weiss,  B.  A.  Hainey. 

1876.— David  Retry,  Jacob  Bellinger. 

1877.— Joshua  Kingle,  John  F.  Blakslee. 

1878.— John  Shafer,  Edwin  Fritz. 

1879.— Charles  McGill,  Jacob  Retry. 

1880.— Michael  Meyers,  John  F.  Blakslee. 

1881.— Hugh  Dever,  Reuben  Serfass,  Jacob  Hel- 
linger. 

1882.— Edwin  Fritz,  Alfred  Shaffer. 

1883.— Michael  Meyers,  Jacob  Hellinger. 

The  poor-house  of  the  Middle  Coal-Field  Poor 
District  is  situated  in  the  northern  part  of  this  town- 
ship. 

Justices  of  the  Peace.— The  justices  of  the  peace 
for  Lausanne  township  since  1847  were  mostly  resi- 
dents of  Rockport.     The   following   are   the  names 


of  the  justices  since  the  organization  of  the  town- 
ship: 

George  Stetler,  elected  March,  1876. 

Patrick  Laughlin,  elected  March,  1878. 

Conrad  Heinier,  elected  March,  1879. 

Michael  Meyers,  elected  March,  1880. 

A.  S.  Steigerwalt,  elected  March,  1882. 

John  Shaffer,  elected  March,  1883. 

Assessment  for  1883. — A  summary  from  the  as- 
sessment-roll of  this  township  for  1883  is  here  given. 
It  contains  one  hundred  and  eighty-nine  taxable 
inhabitants.  The  total  tax  is  one  hundred  and  eighty 
dollars  and  forty-seven  cents.  The  Buck  Mountain 
Coal  Company  are  assessed  on  twenty-three  lots,  three 
houses,  and  five  acres  of  land  at  the  old  store.  The 
New  Jersey  Central  Railroad  Company  is  assessed 
on  a  house  at  each  of  the  places  given, — "  Turn  Hole," 
Penn  Haven,  Oxbow,  North  Penn  Haven,  Stony 
Creek,  Rockport,  Cains,  Mud  Run,  Osterman  Run, 
Hetchel  Tooth,  and  Drake's  Run.  The  Lehigh  Val- 
ley Railroad '  is  assessed  on  two  hundred  and  forty- 
three  acres  of  land  on  the  Porter  House  tract,  one 
hundred  and  ninety-seven  acres  at  Balliet's,  four  hun- 
dred and  twenty-five  acres  at  James  Moore's,  and  one 
hundred  and  eighty-seven  acres  at  Penn  Haven  Junc- 
tion, and  a  house  at  each  of  the  following-named 
places :  "  Turn  Hole,''  Bannon's,  and  Booth's.  The 
farmers,  who  were  assessed  as  such  in  1883,  are  Chris- 
tian Ramsey,  Samuel  Simon,  John  Shaffer,  George 
Stetler,  John  Torny,  William  H.  Taylor,  Isaac  West, 
John  Wallace,  Charles  Carroll,  James  Connor,  An- 
thony Felder,  Anthony  Cull,  Patrick  Connor,  John 
Graaf,  Conrad  Hineer,  Hiram  Hineer,  Barney  Heeney, 
Jacob  Hellinger,  Michael  Hailey,  Frank  Kingle, 
Adolph  Luman,  Gabriel  Miller,  David  Miller,  Wil- 
liam McDonnell,  Michael  Meyers,  Edward  McGill, 
and  Jacob  Retry. 

Penn  Haven. — The  settlement  at  this  place  was 
commenced  in  1838  by  the  Hazleton  Coal  Company 
as  a  shipping-point  for  coal.  The  Beaver  Meadow 
Railroad  was  used  from  1888  to  1852.  After  the 
freshet  of  1850  the  company  constructed  a  branch 
road  from  Hazel  Creek  bridge  to  the  mountain-top 
at  Penn  Haven,  from  whence  the  coal  was  conveyed 
to  the  railroads  by  the  river  by  two  inclined  planes 
twelve  hundred  feet  in  length  and  four  hundred  and 
thirty  feet  descent.  These  were  later  abandoned,  and 
coal  is  now  shipped  by  routes  more  advantageous. 

Penn  Haven  Junction  is  the  point  where  the 
Mahanoy,  Beaver  Meadow,  and  Hazleton  Branches 
diverge  from  the  main  line.  The  depot  and  a  hotel 
are  the  only  buildings  of  any  importance. 


1  In  1843  the  Lehigh  Navigation  Company  was  assessed  on  seventy 
acres  of  land,  four  log  houses,  and  eight  lock-houses. 


742 


HISTORY   OF   CARBON   COUNTY,  PENNSYLVANIA. 


CHAPTEE    XIX. 

MAHONING   TOWNSHIP. 

(Including  Paokkrton.) 

The  first  official  information  obtained  of  the  erec- 
tion of  this  township  is  found  in  the  first  assessment- 
roll  in  1842  in  the  records  of  Northampton  County, 
and  is  as  follows : 

"Northampton  County,  su. 

"Commisstonebb'  Office. 

"To  Chaeles  G.  Bauer,  assessor  of  Mahoning  township  (formerly 
part  of  East  Penn  township),  Greeting:  We  herewith  transmit  to  you 
the  last  assessment  of  East  Penn  township.    With  assistance  of  the  as- 
sessor of  East  Penn  township  you  are  to  transcribe  from  it  all  such 
taxable  inhabitants,  their  professions  and  property,  which  now  reside 
within  your  limits,  as  they  respectfully  stand  rated. 
"  Given  under  our  hand  and  seal  of  office  this  7th  day  of  April,  1842. 
"  John  Santeb,  \  Com.  of  Northampton 
"John  Lentz,  i  County.''^ 

The  township  was  set  ofi"  from  the  north  part  of 
East  Penn  township,  and  is  bounded  on  the  north  by 
the  Mahoning  Mountain,  which  separates  it  from 
Mauch  Chunk  township,  east  by  Schuylkill  County, 
south  by  the  township  of  East  Penn,  and  west  by  the 
Lehigh  River.  It  is  watered  by  the  Mahoning  Creek, 
which  rises  in  Schuylkill  County  and  flows  easterly 
through  the  valley  of  the  Mahoning,  and  enters  the 
Lehigh  River  near  Lehighton. 

Early  Settlement. — A  part  of  the  territory  now 
embraced  in  the  limits  of  Mahoning  was  the  first  to 
which  any  title  was  obtained  by  the  whites  in  the 
immediate  region  north  of  the  Blue  Ridge.  A  tract 
of  five  thousand  acres  was  released,  in  March,  1682, 
by  William  Penn  to  Adrian  Vroesen,  of  Rotterdam, 
and  by  him  deeded  to  Benjohan  Furley,  of  the  same 
city,  and  surveyed  for  his  heirs  in  1735,  and  in  March, 
1745,  conveyed  to  Edward  Shippen,  a  merchant  of 
Philadelphia,  by  Thomas  Lawrence,  attorney  of  the 
heirs  of  Benjohan  Furley.  Mr.  Shippen  conveyed 
the  tract,  in  September  of  the  same  year,  to  Richard 
Peters,  of  Philadelphia,  who  at  the  same  time  deeded 
one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  the  land  to  Charles 
Brockden,  for  the  use  of  the  Moravians  at  Bethlehem, 
who  at  this  time  had  gathered  around  them  a  large 
Indian  congregation,  part  of  whom  had  been  driven 
out  of  Shekomeko,  Conn.,  and  from  Patchgatgoch,  in 
New  York.  In  1742,  Count  Zinzendorf,  who  came  to  i 
Bethlehem  in  December,  1741,  ascended  the  Lehigh  [ 
River,  with  two  friendly  Indians  as  interpreters,  and 
held  a  conference  (near  what  is  now  Lehighton)  with 
a  party  of  Indians,  whose  hunting-grounds  were  in 
the  valley  of  the  Mahoning  and  the  adjacent  country. 
The  beauty  of  the  scenery  here  attracted  the  attention 
of  the  count,  and  he  looked  upon  the  locality  as  a 
good  one  upon  which  to  establi.sh  a  mission.  This 
was  mentioned  to  the  brethren  at  Bethlehem,  and  re- 
sulted in  the  purchase  of  the  tract,  as  above  men- 
tioned. The  writer  of  an  article  entitled  "  Lehighton 
One  Hundred  and  Twenty-five  Years  Ago,"  published 
in  1879,  says,  after  speaking  of  the  conference  with 


the  Indians,  "As  the  colony  at  Bethlehem  gathered 
strength  from  the  influx  of  immigration  they  pushed 
forward  their  effisrts  to  convert  the  Indians  in  this 
direction.  It  was  four  years,  however,  before  they 
established  a  mission-house  at  Gnadenhiitten,  a  provi- 
dential circumstance  favoring  this  measure.  About 
forty  of  the  Mohegan  Indians,  who  had  been  con- 
verted to  Christianity  through  the  instrumentality  of 
Christian  Henry  Rauch,  at  Shekomeko,  in  Connec- 
ticut, fled  from  persecution  to  the  brethren  at  Beth- 
lehem. And  these  were  sent  forward  to  plant  the 
Standard  of  Peace  at  Gnadenhiitten.  With  these 
mutual  friends  at  the  outpost  the  colony  at  Bethle- 
hem began  to  extend  its  way  up  the  Lehigh  Valley. 
Their  efforts  were  rewarded  with  great  success.  Their 
lelations  with  the  Indians  had  been  of  a  most  amica- 
ble character,  and  prosperous  farms  dotted  the  Lehigh 
Valley  and  its  tributaries  (the  results  of  seven  years' 
effort),  and  the  congregation,  composed  of  Indians 
and  colonists,  who  worshiped  at  Gnadenhiitten  num- 
bered five  hundred  or  more." 

Martin  Mack,  who  came  to  Bethlehem  with  the 
first  settlers  at  that  place,  went  up  to  the  new  station, 
"  Gnadenhiitten,"  with  Christian  Henry  Rauch  as 
one  of  the  missionaries  in  charge.  A  church  was 
erected  and  dwellings  built  for  the  missionaries  and 
Indians. 

Loskiel,  writing  at  the  time,  said,  "  Gnadenhiitten 
now  (1746)  became  a  very  regular  and  pleasant 
town.  The  church  stood  in  the  valley,  on  one  side 
the  Indian  houses  forming  a  crescent,  upon  a  rising 
ground  ;  and  on  the  other  stood  the  house  of  the  mis- 
sionaries and  the  burying-ground.  The  missionaries 
tilled  their  own  grounds,  and  every  Indian  family 
their  plantation,  and  on  the  18th  of  August  they  had 
the  satisfaction  to  partake  of  the  first  fruits  of  the 
laud  at  a  love-feast."  As  the  colony  increased  the 
church  was  found  to  be  too  small,  and  in  September, 
1749,  Bishop  Johannes  von  Watteville  visited  Gna- 
denhiitten, and  laid  the  foundation-stone  of  a  new 
church.  About  the  same  time  Rev.  David  Brainerd, 
with  several  Indian  converts,  visited  Gnadenhiitten. 
The  numbers  increased,  and  the  mission  prospered 
greatly,  and  in  1754  numbered  about  five  hundred 
Indians.  It  was  thought  advisable  for  several  reasons 
to  establish  a  new  mission  on  the  other  side  of  the 
river,  which  was  done  in  that  year.' 

The  account  of  the  attack  by  the  Indians  on  the 
mission,  Nov.  24,  1755,  will  be  found  in  the  chapter 
on  Indi.in  history.  The  massacre  at  that  time  so  dis- 
heartened the  Moravians  that  no  further  attempts 
were  made  to  rebuild  at  that  place,  and  after  a  few 
years  it  was  left  entirely  to  desolation. 

No  knowledge  is  obtained  as  to  who  purchased 
other  portions  of  the  tract  of  five  thousand  acres,  but 
the  valley  was  settled  between  1750  and  1775  by  Eng- 


1  An  account  of  New  Gnadenhiitten  will  be  found  in  the  history  of 
Weissport. 
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lish  families, — the  Custards,  Tliomases,  Gilberts, 
Dodsons,  Pearts,  Johns,  and  others.  Most  of  these 
families  remained  till  the  close  of  the  Revolution, 
when  they  removed  to  the  neighborhood  of  the  Sus- 
quehanna River.  Sketches  of  a  few  of  the  families 
are  here  given. 

The  name  of  Custard  occurs  as  that  of  one  of  the 
settlers  who  located  in  the  Mahoning  Valley.  But 
little  is  known  of  him  or  his  family.  The  most  that 
is  trustworthy  concerning  him  is  in  a  letter  from  Tim- 
othy Horsfield,  Esq.,  of  Bethlehem,  who  writes  to 
Governor  Morris,  Nov.  26, 1755,  on  receiving  the  news 
of  the  massacre  at  Gnadenhiitten.  After  speaking  of 
the  escape  of  Joseph  Sturges,  George  Partch  and  his 
wife,  and  their  arrival  at  Bethlehem,  where  they  re- 
ported the  affair,  he  says,  that  "Monday,  the  24th  in- 
stant, an  hour  before  sunset,  George  Custard  with  two 
others  of  the  neighbors  came  to  Mahoning  (the  place 
the  murder  was  committed  at),  and  informed  them 
that  in  the  evening  they  might  expect  a  number  of 
armed  men  to  be  with  them  all  night."  No  further 
mention  is  made  of  George  Custard  or  the  neighbors 
that  were  with  him.  The  name  does  not  appear  on 
the  assessment-roll  of  the  township  in  1781  or  1808, 
and  it  is  probable  that  the  family  fled. 

The  family  of  Benjamin  Gilbert  came  to  the  valley 
of  the  Mahoning  in  1775,  and  settled  on  the  Mahon- 
ing Creek  at  the  place  now  owned  by  Michael  Garber. 
His  step-son,  Benjamin  Peart,  located  about  half  a 
mile  away.  Benjamin  Gilbert  was  a  native  of  By- 
berry,  fifteen  miles  from  Philadelphia,  where  he  was 
born  in  the  year  1711.  He  was  educated  by  the  Qua- 
kers, and  resided  near  his  birthplace  till  he  moved 
to  the  Mahoning  Valley,  in  1775.  He  married  a  lady 
in  his  youth  by  whom  he  had  several  children.  They 
arrived  at  years  of  maturity,  and  several  of  them  set- 
tled there.  About  the  year  1748  he  published  a  trea- 
tise against  war  in  answer  to  Gilbert  Tennent.  In 
1769  and  1770  he  published  two  large  works  on  relig- 
ious subjects.  After  the  death  ofTiis  wife  he  con- 
tracted a  second  marriage  with  Elizabeth,  the  widow 
of  Benjamin  Peart,  who  also  had  several  children. 

It  was  some  years  after  this  second  marriage  that  it 
was  decided  to  move  north  of  the  Blue  Ridge.  His 
sons  and  daughters,  connections  and  friends  were  not 
strangers  to  the  dangers  to  which  they  would  be  ex- 
posed, and  earnestly  besought  them  to  remain  in  their 
midst. 

The  journey  was  made.  The  party  consisted  of 
Benjamin  Gilbert,  his  wife  Elizabeth,  his  sons,  Joseph, 
Jesse,  and  Abner ;  Rebecca  and  Elizabeth,  daughters ; 
Benjamin  and  Thomas  Peart,  sons  of  Mrs.  Gilbert. 
After  reaching  the  place  selected,  a  comfortable  log 
house  and  barn  were  erected.  Later  a  saw-mill  and 
grist-mill  were  erected  on  the  creek,  which  drew  cus- 
tom from  a  large  extent  of  country  and  rendered  the 
position  of  the  family  comfortable.  After  five  years 
of  quiet  the  family  was  surprised  on  the  morning  of 
the  25th  of  April,  1780,  by  a  party  of  eleven  Indians 


and  taken  captives.  The  house  was  plundered  and  all 
the  buildings  burned.  The  Indians  then  visited  the 
house  of  Benjamin  Peart,  who  a  year  or  two  previous 
had  married  and  settled  about  half  a  mile  away,  and 
captured  him  and  his  wife  and  child.  Abigail,  a 
daughter  of  Samuel  Dodson,  a  neighbor,  had  brought 
from  home  to  the  mill  early  in  the  morning  a  grist, 
and  she  was  still  there  and  captured  with  the  rest.'^ 

The  family  was  in  bondage  two  years  and  five 
months,  and  on  the  22d  of  August,  1783,  its  members 
were  gathered  together  in  Montreal  and  soon  after 
returned  to  Byberry,  with  the  exception  of  Benjamin, 
the  father,  who  died  June  8,  1780,  while  going  down 
the  river  St.  Lawrence,  Andrew  Harrigar,  who  es- 
caped and  returned  to  Byberry,  and  conveyed  the 
first  knowledge  of  the  fate  and  condition  of  the  family, 
and  Abigail  Dodson,  who  was  adopted  by  one  of  the 
families  of  the  Cayuga  Nation. 

After  the  return  of  the  family,  in  1783,  the  farm  in 
the  Mahoning  Valley  was  sold  to  Capt.  Joseph  Long- 
streth,  who,  with  Robert  McDaniel,  went  up  to  the 
place  and  rebuilt  the  house  and  mill.  How  long  Capt. 
Longstreth  remained  is  not  known.  His  name  does 
not  appear  in  the  assessment-roll  of  1808.  Later  the 
property  was  owned  by  Dr.  S.  Kennedy,  and  in  1820 
was  bought  by  Septimus  Hough. 

The  family  of  Samuel  Dodson  came  to  the  valley 
about  the  same  time  the  Gilberts  came  in.  They  set- 
tled about  a  mile  distant,  on  a  farm  now  owned  by 
David  D.  Kistler,  near  Pleasant  Corner.  He  was  a 
native  of  Chester  County,  where  he  was  married,  and 
where  his  children  were  born.  Abigail,  when  four- 
teen years  of  age,  was  sent  by  her  father  to  the  mill 
of  Benjamin  Gilbert,  on  the  Mahoning  Creek,  early 
on  the  morning  of  the  25th  of  April,  1780.  She  was 
captured  with  the  Gilbert  family  by  the  Indians.  She 
was  separated  from  the  others,  and  adopted  first  by  a 
tribe  of  the  Cayugas  and  later  by  others.  The  family 
of  Dodsons  remained  upon  their  plantation,  and  did 
not,  like  many  others,  abandon  their  settlement. 

In  1785,  Thomas  Dodson,  a  cousin  of  Abigail,  de- 
termined to  go  up  to  the  northward  and  make  a  search 
for  Abigail.  He  was  provided  with  the  necessary 
equipment,  and  started  on  horseback.  After  much 
search  she  was  found  in  the  Genesee  Valley  with  the 
tribe  of  Indians  by  which  she  had  been  adopted.  As 
her  return  at  some  time  had  been  anticipated,  it  had 
been  decided  that  if  her  friends  came  for  her  she 
would  be  allowed  to  go.  The  chief  of  the  tribe  was 
away  at  the  time  Thomas  arrived,  and  the  family  of 
which  she  was  a  member,  although  loath  to  let  her 
leave  them,  consented,  and  preparations  were  made 
for  her  departure.  A  new  suit  of  Indian  cloth,  orna- 
mented with  beads,  was  made  for  her,  and  feasts  were 
given  at  which  many  gathered.     When  all  was  ready 


1  An  account  of  their  captivity  and  wanderings  will  be  found  in  the 
chapter  on  Indian  historj'.  An  account  was  verbally  given  by  them  on 
their  return,  in  1783,  and  was  written  by  William  Walton,  and  published 
by  Joseph  Cruikshank  in  1784. 
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they  departed.  For  some  reason,  Thomas  had  left  his 
horse  at  Genesee,  a  few  miles  away.  Upon  reaching 
the  place  and  applying  for  his  horse,  the  man  in  whose 
care  he  had  left  him  refused  to  let  him  have  the  horse 
except  upon  the  payment  of  one  hundred  dollars.  As 
he  had  not  that  much  money,  he  was  compelled  to 
leave  him.  An  arrangement  was  made  by  which  they 
were  taken  to  Towanda,  where  Thomas  obtained  a 
canoe,  in  which  they  paddled  and  floated  down  the 
Susquehanna  Eiver  to  Salem,  and  stopped  at  the 
house  of  Nathan  Beach.  He  provided  them  with  a 
horse,  and  they  proceeded  on  their  way  to  Mahoning 
Valley,  where  they  arrived  in  October,  1786.  Abigail 
had  been  absent  from  home  five  years  and  six  mouths, 
during  which  time  she  had  been  with  several  different 
tribes  and  had  learned  the  languages  of  five  of  them. 
On  arriving  near  home,  Abigail  went  to  the  house 
first  and  knocked.  Her  mother  came  to  the  door,  in- 
vited her  in,  stepped  back  and  called  her  husband,  say- 
ing, "  Here  is  a  squaw,  and  a  pretty  good-looking  one, 
too."  Her  father  came  in,  and  neither  of  them  recog- 
nized her,  upon  which  Abigail  exclaimed,  "  Mother, 
don't  you  know  me?"  Thomas  soon  came  in,  and  the 
family  gathered  around  the  long-lost  one,  and  great 
was  their  joy  at  her  return.  The  story  of  her  cap- 
tivity and  wanderings  was  known  to  the  family,  up 
to  the  time  of  her  separation  from  the  Gilberts,  who 
returned  in  1783,  and  adoption  by  the  Cayugas,  but 
from  that  time  no  trace  of  her  had  been  found  until 
this  time.  She  had  for  so  long  been  accustomed  to 
Indian  life  that  she  did  not  feel  at  home  for  some 
time,  and  often  longed  for  the  old  life,  but  this  feeling 
passed  away.  She  remained  at  home,  and  moved  with 
the  family  in  1797  to  Shamokin,  and  later  to  Hun- 
tington township,  Luzerne  Co.,  where  she  married 
Peter  Brink,  and  lived  many  years  and  died,  leaving 
no  children.' 

The  family  of  Samuel  Dodson  lived  at  the  place 
where  they  settled  in  1775  till  1797.  Samuel  Dodson, 
the  father,  died  in  1795,  and  was  buried  at  Lizard 
Creek.  His  children  were  John,  Thomas,  Samuel, 
Joseph,  Hannah,  Elizabeth,  Polly,  Abigail,  and 
Sally.  John,  the  eldest  son,  after  the  death  of  his 
father,  took  the  management  of  the  farm,  and  in  1797 
sold  it,  and  the  family  all  moved  to  Shamokin.  The 
children  of  Samuel  had  all  reached  maturity,  and 
several  of  them  were  married  and  settled  on  the  home- 
stead farm  in  Mahoning  Valley.  Joseph  was  married 
before  the  death  of  the  father;  and  Isaac  T.  Dodson, 
so  well  known  to  old  citizens  of  the  county  of  Carbon, 
was  born  on  the  homestead  farm  in  1796.  His  father, 
Joseph,  moved  with  the  rest  of  the  family  to  Shamokin. 
After  a  few  years  most  of  the  family  of  Samuel  re- 
moved to  Huntington  township,  Luzerne  Co.,  where 
their  descendants  are  numerous. 


1  One  of  tha  leggings,  trimmed  with  beads,  wliioli  slie  wore  upon  her 
return  is  now  in  the  posseuBion  of  Robert  Boehm,  of  Mauch  Chunlt,  who 
is  of  the  family. 


Isaac  T.  Dodson  came  to  Mauch  Chunk  in  1820, 
and  entered  the  employ  of  the  Lehigh  Coal  and  Navi- 
gation Company.  He  was  appointed  justice  of  the 
peace  Jan.  9,  1828,  and  served  many  years.  He  died 
in  Mauch  Chunk  in  1873,  aged  seventy-seven  years. 
His  son,  George  W.  Dodson,  was  a  teacher  in  Mauch 
Chunk,  and  in  the  employ  of  the  Coal  and  Navigation 
Company.  He  died  in  1863.  Mary  (Mrs.  Abraham 
Focht),  Elizabeth  (Mrs.  Owen  Williams),  and  Ma- 
hala  D.  (Mrs.  Israel  Beahm),  all  of  Mauch  Chunk, 
are  daughters  of  Isaac  T.  Dodson. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  Capt.  Joseph  Long- 
streth  purchased  the  Gilbert  farm  in  1783,  and  at  that 
time  Eobert  McDaniel  came  to  the  valley  with  him. 
He  was  born  Aug.  24,  1756,  in  a  small  lumbering  vil- 
lage near  the  Penobscot  Falls,  Maine.  He  was  ap- 
prenticed by  his  father  to  Capt.  Joseph  Longstreth,  of 
Philadelphia,  to  learn  the  trade  of  a  tanner  and  cur- 
rier, and  lived  in  that  city  some  years.  After  a  resi- 
dence of  a  year  or  two  at  the  mill  with  Capt.  Long- 
streth in  the  valley,  he  bought  a  tract  of  land  not  far 
from  the  Gilbert  mill,  now  partly  owned  by  Samuel 
Moser,  and  married  Elizabeth  Hicks.  She  was  born 
in  1766,  and  is  said  to  have  been  a  native  of  Lizard 
Creek  Valley,  and  when  very  young  was  placed  in 
charge  of  William  Thomas,  who  lived  near  where  the 
Benn  Salem  Church  stands.  No  other  knowledge  of 
the  Hicks  family  is  obtained.  They  settled  upon  the 
farm,  and  lived  many  years.  They  died  there,  and 
were  buried  in  the  Benn  Salem  churchyard.  Their 
children  were  Rachel,  Nancy,  Lydia,  Elizabeth,  Rob- 
ert, and  James.  Rachel  became  the  wife  of  Charles 
Haney,  and  settled  in  the  township.  Mrs.  Henry 
Arner  is  a  daughter.  Lewis  Haney,  for  many  years 
a  teacher  in  the  township  and  the  first  coroner  of  the 
county,  was  a  son.  Nancy  became  the  wife  of  Sam- 
uel Solt,  and  settled  in  Lehighton.  Lydia  married 
Joseph  Musselman,  lived  for  a  time  in  the  township, 
and  moved  to  Ohio.  Oliver,  a  son,  remained  with  his 
grandfather,  and*taught  school  in  the  township,  was 
elected  register  and  recorder  in  1846  and  1849,  and 
later  moved  to  Ohio,  where  he  is  now  a  journalist. 
Elizabeth  became  the  wife  of  Christian  Klotz  (who 
came  from  Lowhill,  Lehigh  Co.),  in  1816.  They  set- 
tled near  the  homestead,  and  in  1828  moved  to  what 
is  now  the  Hoppes  Mill,  where  she  died  in  1826,  aged 
thirty-one  years.  Robert,  son  of  Robert,  emigrated 
to  the  West.  James,  the  youngest  son,  settled  in  the 
township,  and  died  there.  His  son,  J.  T.  McDaniel, 
keeps  the  old  Freyman  Hotel,  and  is  postmaster. 

The  sketches  given  thus  far  are  of  families  who 
settle  in  the  Mahoning  Valley  between  the  years  1750 
and  1785.  From  the  latter  year,  to  1805-6,  no  settle- 
ments seem  to  have  been  made,  and  but  one  or  two 
of  the  families  that  were  there  remained.  In  fact, 
the  descendants  of  Robert  McDaniel  are  the  only 
ones  whose  ancestors  were  in  the  limits  of  the  present 
Mahoning  township  prior  to  1800. 

The  assessment-roll  of  Penn  township  of  1781  con- 
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tains  the  following  names  of  persons  who  were  resi- 
dent in  what  is  to-day  Mahoning  township :  Samuel 
Dodson,  Richard  Dodson,  George  Gilbert,  George  J. 
Gilbert.  The  names  of  Michael  Hoppes  and  Michael 
S.  Hoppes  appear,  but  disappear  in  1808  in  East 
Penn,andare  found  the  same  year  in  West  Penn  town- 
ship. 

The  following  persons  are  named  on  the  assessment- 
roll  of  East  Penn  township  in  1808,  when  it  was  first 
set  off,  and  were  residents  of  the  present  township : 
Andrew  Beck,  John  and  Abraham  Freyman,  Robert 
McDaniel,  Peter,  Henry,  and  John  Notestine,  Peter 
Musselman. 

Andrew  Beck,  of  Siegersville,  Lehigh  Co.,  about  the 
year  1800,  purchased  a  lumber  tract  on  the  Nesque- 
honing  Creek,  about  half  a  mile  below  the  present 
village  of  Nesquehoning,  upon  which  he  erected  a 
saw-mill.  The  site  is  now  owned  by  Cornelius  Zangle. 
About  1805  he  purchased  one  hundred  and  thirty-five 
acres  of  land  in  Mahoning  township  for  his  son,  Andrew, 
who  lived  upon  it  three  years,  and  in  1808  sold  it  to 
his  brother,  George  Beck,  who  settled  there  and  lived 
all  his  days.  He  died  in  1870.  He  left  twelve  chil- 
dren, all  living  except  one.  Caroline  (Mrs.  Gabriel 
Delcher)  is  living  on  the  homestead ;  Daniel  is  also 
living  in  the  township  ;  Thomas  G.  lives  at  Lehighton  ; 
Christiana  (Mrs.  James  M.  Keller)  resides  at  Lans- 
ford  ;  others  are  in  Ohio  and  Illinois. 

John  Freyman  settled  about  the  year  1800  on  a 
farm  near  Stewart's  Run,  on  which  his  grandson, 
Thomas,  now  resides.  He  had  sons, — Jacob,  Henry, 
and  George.  Jacob  settled  on  the  homestead,  where 
he  died  in  1882,  aged  seventy-five  years.  Henry  lived 
unmarried,  and  built  the  hotel  where  J.  G.  McDaniel 
now  resides,  and  kept  it  for  several  years.  George 
settled  in  the  upper  part  of  the  township,  and  later 
kept  hotel  and  store  at  Pleasant  Corner,  and  owned 
the  farm  now  owned  by  the  Kistlers.  He  died  in 
1849,  aged  thirty-five  years.  His  son,  William  G. 
Freyman,  is  an  attorney  at  Mauch  Chunk. 

Peter  Musselman,  a  native  of  Upper  Milford,  Le- 
high Co.,  came  to  the  Mahoning  Valley  in  1807,  and 
purchased  the  farm  now  owned  by  his  grandson, 
Thomas  Musselman.  He  died  in  1860.  Of  his  sons, 
Joseph  married  Lydia,  the  daughter  of  Robert  Mc- 
Daniel, settled  near  the  homestead  for  a  short  time, 
and  removed  to  Ohio.  Oliver  Musselman,  of  Ohio, 
is  their  son.  Charles  settled  near  his  father,  and  still 
resides  there,  well  advanced  in  years.  Jacob  settled 
on  the  homestead,  and  married  Rebecca,  the  daughter 
of  John  G.  Kemerer.  Their  son,  Thomas,  now  owns 
the  property.  Susan  became  the  wife  of  George 
Kamerer,  and  settled  at  Lehighton.  Polly  became 
Mrs.  Boaz,  and  Walton,  the  youngest,  emigrated  to 
Warsaw,  Ind. 

It  is  not  known  what  year  the  Notestines  came  to 
the  township,  but  in  the  year  1808  the  three  brothers 
(Henry,  Peter,  and  John)  were  owners  of  property  at 
Centre  Square.    Their  father,  Peter  Notestine,  lived 


with  them.  He  had  served  in  the  Revolutionary 
war,  was  well  advanced  in  years,  died  there,  and  was 
buried  in  the  graveyard  near  Centre  Square.  Henry 
resided  at  Centre  Square,  and  about  1818  erected  the 
store-house  now  owned  by  David  Longaker.  A  stone 
in  the  building  records  that  it  was  built  by  "  Henry 
Notestine  and  his  wife,  Barbara."  He  left  several 
children,— Daniel,  Henry,  Elias,  and  John.  Daniel 
lived  on  the  homestead,  and  died  in  1873.  A  daugh- 
ter (Mrs.  C.  H.  Seidel)  is  a  resident  at  Centre  Square. 
Henry  remained  at  home  a  few  years  after  arriving  at 
maturity,  kept  the  hotel  at  Pennsville  at  one  time,  and 
later  removed  to  Kansas,  where  he  died.  Elias  lived 
at  home,  and  died  in  1878.  John  resides  in  the 
township  of  East  Penn.  Peter  Notestine  settled  on 
Mahoning  Mopntain.  His  daughter,  Catharine  (Mrs. 
Peter  Xandres),  lives  on  part  of  the  homestead.  Of 
his  other  children,  Rachel  (Mrs.  Lauchner)  and  Eliz- 
abeth (Mrs.  Kochner)  settled  in  the  township,  and  are 
both  deceased.  John,  brother  of  Henry  and  Peter, 
emigrated  to  Fort  Wayne,  Ind.  Matthew  (a  younger 
brother  of  Henry),  Peter,  and  John,  after  arriving 
at  maturity,  settled  on  a  farm  between  Henry  and 
Peter.  His  children  were  Daniel,  Jonas,  David, 
James,  and  Joseph.  Daniel,  Jonas,  and  James 
settled  in  East  Penn  township,  David  in  Mahoning, 
and  Joseph  in  Lehighton. 

The  names  of  Abram  and  Jost  Miller  appear  on  the 
roll  of  1808,  and  when  Henry  Arner  came  to  the 
township,  in  1817,  he  rented  a  farm  of  Isaac  Miller, 
which  he  afterwards  purchased.  Henry  was  born  in 
Lehigh  County  in  1798,  and  when  three  years  of  age 
was  taken  with  his  father's  family  to  what  became,  in 
1808,  West  Penn  township.  He  married  about  1817, 
and  came  to  the  Mahoning  Valley  and  rented  a  farm, 
where  he  now  lives,  and  resided  there  seven  years. 
About  1825  he  purchased  one  hundred  and  nineteen 
acres  of  land  of  James  Brodrick,  now  owned  by  Am- 
mon  Arner,  and  resided  there  thirty  years,  and  pur- 
chased one  hundred  and  twenty-five  acres,  including 
his  present  place,  of  his  son,  Tilghman  Arner,  and 
moved  to  the  old  home,  where  he  now  resides.  He  was 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  shoes  about  the  time 
of  the  opening  of  the  coal-mines  at  Summit  Hill,  and 
later  manufactured  powder.  He  had  by  his  first  wife 
five  children, — Tilghman,  Abigail,  Eliza,  Amnion, 
and  Louisa.  Tilghman  resided  in  and  near  New 
Mahoning,  and  died  in  1880.  Abigail  (Mrs.  Amos 
Reille),  Eliza  (Mrs.  Benjamin  Koontz),  and  Louis^ 
(Mrs.  Zachariah  Long)  are  residents  of  Lehighton. 
Ammon  resides  at  New  Mahoning,  where  he  carries 
on  the  mercantile  business,  and  also  conducts  a  large 
farm. 

In  the  year  1819,  Jacob  Fenstermacher  came  to 
what  is  now  New  Mahoning,  and  soon  after  erected 
the  hotel  which  he  kept  till  his  death.  It  is  now  kept 
by  his  son,  Stephen. 

Christian  Klotz  was  born  in  Lowhill  township, 
Northampton  (now  Lehigh)  Co.,  May  14,  1789.     He 
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was  a  miller  by  trade,  and  about  1814  came  to  the 
Landing  Tavern,  on  the  Lehigh  River,  and  for  a 
year  or  two  was  at  work  rafting  and  in  the  mill.  In 
the  year  1816  he  went  up  the  Mahoning  Creek,  and 
obtained  work  in  the  mill  on  the  site  of  the  Gilbert 
Mill.  In  this  year  he  married  Elizabeth,  the  daugh- 
ter of  Robert  McDaniel,  who  lived  a  short  distance 
from  the  mill.  He  remained  at  the  mill  till  about 
1823,  when  he  built  a  mill  on  Pine  Creek,  now  known 
as  the  Hoppes  mill-site,  and  moved  his  family  there- 
to. At  this  place  his  wife  died,  Nov.  5,  1826,  aged 
thirty-one  years,  leaving  five  children, — Ammon, 
Robert,  Charlotte,  Anna,  and  Joseph.  Ammon  and 
Anna  (Mrs.  Grover)  settled  in  Franklin  township, 
where  the  former  is  still  living.  Charlotte  became 
the  wife  of  a  Mr.  Yost,  and  is  long  since  deceased. 
Joseph  resides  at  Pittston,  Luzerne  Co.,  Pa.  Robert 
lives  at  Mauch  Chunk.  He  was  elected  the  first 
register  and  recorder  of  the  county  of  Carbon  in 
1843,  has  filled  many  important  offices,  and  was  a 
member  of  Congress  for  this  district  in  the  Forty- 
sixth  Congress.  Christian  Klotz  married  a  second 
wife,  by  whom  he  had  several  children.  He  died  at 
Lehighton,  March  12,  1848,  aged  fifty-nine  years,  and 
was  buried  by  the  side  of  his  first  wife  in  the  Mora- 
vian Cemetery. 

John,  Jacob,  and  Daniel  Klotz,  brothers  of  Chris- 
tian, came  to  the  Mahoning  Valley  and  settled.  John 
died  in  Lehighton  in  1829.  Jacob  and  Daniel  lived 
and  died  in  Mahoning  township. 

John  G.  Kamerer,  a  native  of  Lehigh  County,  came 
to  the  valley  in  1818,  and  purchased  the  farm  now 
owned  by  Zachariah  Ham.  Of  his  children,  Thomas 
is  now  president  of  the  National  Bank  of  Lehighton. 
Theodore  R.  and  William  are  engaged  in  business  at 
Lehighton.  Catharine  also  resides  in  that  place.  Re- 
becca, one  of  the  elder  children,  became  the  wife  of 
Joseph  Musselman,  and  removed  to  Ohio. 

Thomas  Beltz,  a  son  of  Leonard  and  Elizabeth 
Beltz,  was  a  native  of  Towamensing  township,  where 
he  was  born  in  1805.  In  1820  he  engaged  with  the 
Coal  and  Navigation  Company  at  Summit  Hill,  and 
worked  for  them  fifteen  years.  During  this  time  he 
married  Rebecca,  a  daughter  of  Jonathan  Bachman, 
and  settled  in  what  is  now  Mahoning  township.  She 
died  early  in  life,  leaving  two  children,  of  whom  Na- 
than resides  in  Stockton,  Luzerne  Co.,  Pa.  He  mar- 
ried, as  a  second  wife,  Maria,  the  daughter  of  Henry 
Arner,  who  is  still  living.  Harrison  A.  Beltz,  now 
justice  of  the  peace  at  Lehighton,  is  a  son. 

The  mother  of  Thomas  Beltz  resided  with  him  in 
her  later  years,  and  died  at  hi«  house  in  February, 
1867,  at  the  age  of  one  hundred  and  five  yearn.  She 
was  a  daughter  of  Frederick  Boyer,  and  was  born  in 
Towamensing  township,  Dec.  14,  1761. 

Septimus  Hough,  a  Quaker,  who  was  a  native  of 
Bucks  County,  born  near  Doylestown,  in  the  year  1820 
purchased  the  old  Gilbert  mill  and  farm  and  settled 
there.     His  wife  died  in  1845,  and  he  survived  her 


until  May  4, 1852.  A  son,  John,  died  many  years  ago. 
A  son,  James  P.,  now  lives  at  Mount  Jeflferson,  in 
Mauch  Chunk  township.  After  the  death  of  Mr. 
Hough  the  property  was  sold  to  Michael  Garber, 
who  now  owns  it. 

A  sketch  of  the  Balliet  family  will  be  found  in  the 
history  of  North  Whitehall  township,  Lehigh  Co.,  to 
which  place  the  first  of  the  family,  Paul  Balliet,  emi- 
grated in  1742.  Joseph  Balliet,  who  settled  in  this 
township,  was  a  son  of  Leonard  Balliet,  a  native  of 
Northampton  (now  Lehigh)  County,  who  settled  in 
West  Penn  township,  Schuylkill  Co.  Joseph  bought 
a  farm  first  at  Centre  Square,  now  owned  by  Joseph 
Hunsecker,  and  later  he  purchased  a  farm  of  Jacob 
Feller,  which  he  lived  on  and  where  he  died  in  1881, 
aged  eighty-seven  years.  He  left  a  son,  Nathan,  who 
lives  on  the  homestead.  Thomas  M.  Balliet,  the  pres- 
ent superintendent  of  common  schools,  is  a  son  of 
Nathan  Balliet. 

Solomon  Gordon,  who,  in  1808,  lived  near  the 
Gilbert  Mill,  was  a  blacksmith,  and  had  a  shop  at 
that  place.  Later  he  moved  about  half  a  mile  east, 
where  he  lived  a  few  years  and  then  emigrated  to  the 
West,  and  died  on  the  way. 

Philip  Sanders,  in  1808,  lived  on  the  road  from 
Lehighton  to  New  Mahoning,  where  his  son,  John, 
now  resides. 

Jonathan  Bachman  is  mentioned  in  1808.  His 
daughter  married  Thomas  Beltz. 

In  the  year  1842,  when  the  township  was  erected 
and  the  first  assessment-roll  was  made,  the  following 
persons'  names  appeared  in  connection  with  the  prop- 
erties and  pursuits  here  given  : 

John  Ammon,  clock-maker  and  trader. 

Henry  Arner,  powder-mill  and  saw-mill. 

John  Betz,  grist-mill. 

Jacob  Fenstenmacher,  innkeeper. 

Michael  Garber,  grist-  and  saw-mill. 

David  Heller,  tan-yard. 

Reuben  Hagenbuch,  innkeeper. 

Christian  Horn,  innkeeper  and  butcher. 

Alfred  Havline,  merchant-  and  powder-mill. 

Morganroth  &  Hanline,  merchants. 

William  Horn,  teacher.  ,^-- 

Abram  Horn,  innkeeper.  ^^ 

George  Heilman,  saw-mill.  ^^ 

John  Kuntz,  grist-  and  saw-mill. 

Jacob  Musselman,  saw-mill. 

Henry  Notestine,  saw-mill. 

John  Solt,  saw-mill. 

Stores— Mills.— The  first  store  in  the  township 
outside  of  what  is  now  the  borough  of  Lehighton 
was  opened  by  Thomas  Walton  before  the  year  1825 
on  the  farm  now  owned  by  A.  Reigel,  a  quarter  of  a 
mile  east  of  the  New  Mahoning  post-ofllce.  He 
also  opened  a  hotel  and  blacksmith-shop.  The  store 
was  soon  after  kept  by  Abraham  Hanline,  and  later 
by Hunsicker,  and  the  hotel  was  abandoned. 

About  1820,  Henry  Arner  opened  a  shoe-factory  on 
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the  present  farm  of  Ammon  Arner  to  supply  the 
miners  at  Summit  Hill.  Henry  Bretnich  learned  his 
trade  with  Arner,  and  upon  his  retirement,  in  1835, 
succeeded  to  the  business,  and  continued  till  1855. 

In  1832,  Henry  Arner  and  Abraham  Hanline  erected 
a  powder-mill  on  the  site  of  the  present  bone-  and 
saw-mill  of  Ammon  Arner.  An  explosion  occurred 
in  1839  or  1840,  which  resulted  in  the  destruction  of 
the  buildings.  They  were  rebuilt,  and  on  the  8th  of 
June,  1841,  another  explosion  took  place,  and  Daniel 
Arner,  a  son  of  Henry  Arner,  and  John  Snyder,  a 
brother  of  the  present  State  representative,  E.  H.  Sny- 
der, were  killed.  The  mill  was  again  rebuilt,  and  run 
under  the  management  of  Jonas  Fritz  until  1854, 
when  it  was  abandoned.  Hanline  &  Morganroth 
erected  a  powder-mill  after  1842  on  the  run  where 
the  bone-mill  of  David  Kuntz  now  stands.  This 
was  run  for  many  years  by  John  Erb  for  the  proprie- 
tors. An  explosion  occurred  and  one  man  was  killed. 
It  was  rebuilt,  and  again  exploded,  killing  two  broth- 
ers, Kemerer,  and  wounding  Emanuel  Durmitzer, 
then  one  of  the  proprietors.  These  powder-mills 
gave  employment  to  charcoal-burners,  prominent 
among  whom  was  Robert  Blair,  a  Scotchman,  who 
burned  charcoal  in  the  summer  and  taught  school  in 
the  winter.  He  also  had  a  cooper-shop,  and  em- 
ployed several  men  to  make  kegs.  Gabriel  Dilcher 
and  David  Miller  were  coopers  and  worked  at  the 
shop. 

The  first  grist-mills  erected  in  the  limits  of  the 
township  were  at  the  Gnadenhiitten  Mission  soon 
after  the  arrival  of  the  Moravians,  in  1746.  After  this 
the  first  one  built  was  one  on  the  site  of  what  is  known 
as  the  Heilman  Mill,  which  was  built  before  the  de- 
struction of  the  mission.  It  was  owned  by  Nathan 
Hinkle.  His  name  does  not  appear  in  1781,  and  he 
probably  abandoned  his  settlement.  The  next  mill 
was  built  by  Benjamin  Gilbert,  soon  after  1775,  upon 
the  site  of  the  Garber  Mill  of  to-day.  After  its  de- 
struction, in  1780,  Capt.  Joseph  Longstreth  purchased 
the  property,  in  1783,  and  rebuilt  it.  The  property 
passed  to  D.  and  S.  Kennedy,  and  from  them  to  Sep- 
timus Hough,  who  sold  it  to  the  present  owner. 

The  next  mill  of  importance  was  erected  by  Chris- 
tian Klotz,  in  1823,  on  the  stream  and  by  the  site  now 
occupied  by  Solomon  Hoppes.  The  old  mill  is  still 
standing.  The  present  mill  was  built  across  the  street 
about  1850,  by  the  present  owner.  It  was  operated  in 
1842  by  John  Beltz. 

In  1832,  David  Boyer,  a  native  of  Berks  County, 
came  to  the  township  and  established  a  gun-shop  on 
the  site  of  the  present  St.  John's  Church,  where  he 
manufactured  guns  for  three  years.  He  removed  to 
Orwigsburg.  He  married  Hannah,  a  daughter  of 
George  Beck. 

Lutheran  and  German  Reformed  Churches.— 
This  congregation  was  organized  prior  to  1850,  and 
in  that  year  erected  the  present  church  edifice.  At 
the  same   time  a  lot  adjoining  was  laid   out   for  a 


burial-place.  The  pastors  who  have  served  the  Lu- 
theran congregation  have  been  as  follows:  Rev.  E. 
A.  Bauer  and  W.  H.  Strauss,  the  last  named  being 
now  in  charge.  The  German  Reformed  have  been 
served  by  the  Rev.  Charles  Eichenberg  and  the  Rev. 
Abraham  Bartholomew  ;  the  last  mentioned  now  occu- 
pies the  pulpit.  The  church  is  situated  about  a  mile 
east  of  New  Mahoning,  on  the  road  leading  from  Le- 
highton  up  the  valley. 

Evangfelical  Church.— The  Evangelical  Church, 
situated  in  Mahoning  township,  is  about  half  a  mile 
east  of  New  Mahoning.  The  edifice  was  erected  in 
1861.  Prior  to  1873  the  church  was  supplied  with 
preaching  from  ministers  who  were  located  at  Weiss- 
port  and  other  places.  Since  that  year  the  ministers 
of  the  association  at  Lehighton  have  served  the  church, 
and  have  been  as  here  given :  Rev.  A.  F.  Leopold,  A. 
Kreeker,  D.  B.  Albright,  B.  J.  Smoyer,  and  W.  K. 
Wieand,  the  present  pastor. 

Beaver  Run  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.— A 
society  of  Jlethodists  was  organized  into  a  church  in 
the  spring  of  1881,  and  a  church  edifice  was  erected, 
at  a  cost  of  eight  hundred  dollars,  on  the  road  leading 
from  Packerton  to  Tamaqua,  about  three  miles  west 
from  Lehighton.  It  was  dedicated  on  the  29th  of 
January,  1882,  and  placed  under  the  charge  of  the 
Rev.  L.  B.  Hoflinan. 

Post-Offices. — A  post-office  was  established,  about 
1850,  at  New  Mahoning,  with  Tilghman  Arner  as 
postmaster.  He  was  succeeded  by  John  H.  Arner, 
who  is  the  present  incumbent. 

A  post-office  was  established  at  Pleasant  Corner, 
and  later  moved  to  the  Freyman  Hotel,  where  it  is 
now  kept  by  J.  T.  McDaniel. 

Schools. — The  first  schools  in  the  limits  of  the 
township  were  kept  by  the  Moravians  at  the  Gnaden- 
hiitten Mission,  between  1746  and  1755.  About  1820 
a  log  house  was  built  on  the  site  of  the  old  mission, 
and  used  many  years.  It  was  in  charge  of  the  Mora- 
vians of  Bethlehem.  The  site  is  now  embraced  in 
the  limits  of  Lehighton  borough.  About  1823  schools 
were  commenced  in  difierent  parts  of  the  township, 
and  at  Centre  Square  a  lot  of  thirty  acres  was  pur- 
chased for  church  and  school  purposes,  about  the 
year  1830,  and  placed  in  charge  of  trustees.  A  school- 
house  was  erected,  and  used  many  years ;  it  is  still 
standing,  but  unused.  When  it  became  necessary  to 
rebuild,  it  was  decided  that  the  trustees  could  not 
give  title  to  the  board  of  school  directors,  and  another 
lot  was  purchased  and  a  school  building  erected  in 
1873.  Of  early  teachers  in  the  township,  Isaac  Har- 
leman,  Samuel  Dodson,  and  John  Fulton  taught 
while  the  old  system  was  in  vogue,  and  John  Fulton 
was  a  teacher  many  years  after  the  school  law  of  1834 
was  adopted.  Harleman  taught  at  Centre  Square, 
and  was  succeeded  by  Fulton.  Dodson  taught  be- 
tween Centre  Square  and  Lehighton.  About  1835- 
36,  Lewis  Haney,  a  native  of  the  township,  com- 
menced teaching  at   Pleasant    Corner,   and    taught 
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several  years.  The  school  law  was  accepted  by  this 
township  about  1840;  the  township  was  divided  into 
districts.  The  school-houses  that  had  been  used  were 
still  continued,  and  where  there  were  none  in  the 
limits  of  the  district,  school  was  held  in  buildings 
fitted  up — either  dwellings  or  shops — until  a  house 
was  erected  for  the  purpose.  The  district  in  which 
Lehighton  was  situated  was  made  an  independent  dis- 
trict in  1866,  and  Packerton  also  became  an  inde- 
pendent district  in  1872.  The  following  districts  are 
now  in  the  township: 

District  No.  2,  Sendel's,  is  situated  west  from  Le- 
highton. The  school-house  stands  on  the  road  from 
Lehighton  to  New  Mahoning. 

District  No.  3  is  known  as  Pleasant  Corner.  The 
school  is  situated  a  little  north  of  the  hotel  and  on 
the  main  road. 

District  No.  4,  or  New  Mahoning,  is  situated  in  the 
centre  of  the  west  end  of  the  township.  The  school 
is  situated  nearly  at  the  corners,  at  New  Mahoning 
post-office.  The  present  building  was  erected  in  1873. 
District  No.  5  is  known  as  Centre  Square,  and  em- 
braces the  southwest  corner  of  the  township.  The 
present  school-house  was  built  in  1873. 

District  No.  6  is  known  as  Garber's.  The  school- 
house  is  situated  on  the  road  south  of  Mahoning 
Creek  and  near  the  Eagle  Hotel. 

District  No.  7,  known  as  Nishollow,  is  situated  be- 
tween Mahoning  Creek  and  the  East  Penn  township- 
line.  The  school-house  is  on  the  valley  road,  in  the 
west  part  of  the  district. 

District  No.  8  is  bounded  by  Lehigh  River,  East 
Penn  township.  District  No.  7,  and  Lehighton  bor- 
ough. The  school-house  is  on  the  road  that  runs 
along  the  township-line. 

Districts  Nos.  10  and  11  embrace  the  territory  of  the 
north  part  of  the  township.  The  school-houses  in 
each  are  placed  about  the  centre  of  the  district,  on  the 
main  road  that  runs  along  the  base  of  the  mountain. 

The  school  directors  elected  since  the  erection  of 
Carbon  County  have  been  as  follows: 

1844.— Charles  Keyser,  Christian  Klotz. 

1845.— W.  H.  H.  Barton,  Jacob  Everts. 

1846. — John  Derr,  John  B.  Amon,  Jacob  Bowman. 

1847. — Daniel  Sendel,  Jonathan  Freyman,  George 
Cunfer. 

1848.— E.  Durnietzer,  Henry  Arner. 

1849.— Thomas  Beltz,  John  Sendel,  Ammon  Klotz. 

I860.— Francis  Stucker,  E.  A.  Bauer. 

1851.— Benjamin  Kuntz,  Tilghman  Arner. 
'  1852.— George  Smith,  Conrad  Solt. 
^       1853.— Henry  Bretnich,  William  Horn. 

1854. — Thomas  Kemerer,  Oliver  Muaselman. 

1855.— Thomas  H.  Beck,  Zachariah  H.  Long. 

1856.— Amos  Eeigel,  William  Horn. 

1857.— Charles  Xandres,  Nathan  Klotz. 

1858.— Nathan  Mosser,  William  Kistler. 

1859.— Jonas  Horn,  Gabriel  Dilchert,  Elwin  Bauer. 

I860.— Ammon  Arner,  Elwin  Bauer. 


1861. — Thomas  Kemerer,  John  Lentz,  Elias  Sheve. 
1862. — Jonas  A.  Horn,  Thomas  McClean. 
1863. — Ammon  Arner,  Reuben   Hunsicker,  Jonas 
Miller. 

1864. — Amos  Miller,  Daniel  Olewine. 
1865. — Gabriel  Dilchert,  Thomas  Kemerer. 
1866. — Conrad  Hausman,  Josiah  Musselman,  George 
Kemerer. 

1867.— W.  G.  Freyman,  Joseph  Everts. 

1868.— Elias  Sheve,  Amos  Miller. 

1869.— David  Kistler,  Charles  Sittler. 

187-0.— Nathan  Balliet,  William  G.  Freyman. 

1871.— John  McKelby,  Tilghman  Amer. 

1872. — Henry  Nothstein,  John  Sterner. 

1873.— Daniel  Bach,  William  Horn. 

1874. Bretnich,  P.  D.  Keiser. 

1875.— P.  D.  Keiser,  Jacob  Hoffman. 

1876. — Nathan  Mosser,  David  Longaker. 

1877.— Moses  Rex,  Godfrey  Peters. 

1878. — George  Boyer,  John  Freyman. 

1879. — None  reported. 

1880.— J.  T.  Semmel,  Amos  Riegel,  John  McKelvy. 

1881.— William  Sittler,  J.  H.  G.  Horn. 

1882. — Henry  Long,  Godfrey  Peters. 

1883. — Jacob  Frantz,  David  Longaker. 

The  following  is  a  li.st  of  the  justices  of  the  peace 
since  1846 : 

Thomas  Kemerer,  elected  March,  1846. 

John  Horn,  elected  March,  1847. 

Thomas  Kemerer,  elected  March,  1851. 

Tilghman  Arner,  elected  March,  1852. 

Thomas  Kemerer,  elected  March,  1856. 

Tilghman  Arner,  elected  March,  1857. 

William  Kistler,  elected  March,  1861. 

Elias  H.  Snyder,  elected  March,  1864. 

William  G.  Freyman,  elected  March,  1866. 

Nathan  Mosser,  elected  March,  1867. 

Thomas  M.  Weaver,  elected  October,  1870. 

Tilghman  Arner,  elected  March,  1872. 

J.  C.  Xandres,  elected  March,  1874. 

Nathan  Mosser,  elected  March,  1875. 

Thomas  Weaver,  elected  March,  1876. 

Nathan  Mosser,  elected  March,  1880. 

Thomas  Musselman,  elected  March,  1881. 

Packerton'  is  situated  on  the  Lehigh  River,  mid- 
way between  Lehighton  and  Mauch  Chunk.  It  was 
originally  called  Burlington.  The  owners  of  the  soil 
prior  to  the  great  freshet  of  1862  were  engaged  in 
small  farming,  Mauch  Chunk  furnishing  a  ready  mar- 
ket for  their  products.  The  Beaver  Meadow  Railroad, 
passing  through  this  place,  extending  as  far  down  as 
Parryville,  was  built  in  1837. 

Asa  Packer,  projector  and  builder  of  the  Lehigh 
Valley  Railroad,  bought  the  Beaver  Meadow  Rail- 
road extension  from  Mauch  Chunk.  Mauch  Chunk 
was  the  shipping-point.  After  the  great  freshet  the 
increasing  coal  tonnage  of  the  Lehigh  Valley  Rail- 
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road  demanded  more  room.  Asa  Packer  therefore 
made  large  purchases  of  land  at  this  point  of  George 
and  John  Dolon  and  others,  with  a  view  to  making  it 
the  shipping-point  for  all  coal  passing  east.  A  car- 
shop,  round-house,  and  forwarding  office  were  built, 
additional  tracks  laid,  and  dwelling-houses  for  the 
employes  were  erected.  Shortly  after  this  the  name 
was  changed  to  Packerton. 

It  is  the  central  point  of  the  Lehigh  Valley  Rail- 
road Company's  immense  coal  traffic.  The  forward- 
ing department  is  located  here  in  a  commodious  brick 
building ;  also  the  weigh-scales,  over  which  pass  the 
entire  tonnage  east,  reaching  several  million  tons  per 
annum.  The  car-shops,  employing  several  hundred 
men,  is  an  important  feature.  In  the  shops  is  some 
of  the  finest  and  most  improved  machinery  in  the 
country.  Upon  the  accession  of  Harry  E.  Packer  to 
the  presidency  of  the  Lehigh  Valley  Railroad  great 
and  much-needed  improvements  were  made.  The 
shipping-yard  was  enlarged,  and  is  now  one  of  the 
finest  in  the  country.  It  will  hold  over  three  thou- 
sand loaded  coal-cars,  and  about  the  same  number  of 
empty  cars.  The  approach  to  the  upper  end  of  the 
yard  is  of  sufficient  grade  to  permit  the  movement  of 
loaded  cars  by  gravity.  A  large  bulk  of  the  coal  is 
weighed  by  night.  The  entire  yard,  about  two  miles 
in  length,  is  illumined  by  the  Metropolitan  Electric 
Light.  Two  large  round-houses,  to  house  sixty  en- 
gines, and  also  a  large  machine-shop,  are  being  pushed 
to  completion.  The  population  is  between  two  and 
three  hundred.  The  male  portion  find  employment 
with  the  railroad  company,  some  few  on  the  Lehigh 
and  Susquehanna  Division  of  the  Reading  Railroad, 
which  passes  through  the  place.  There  are  but  few 
private  residences,  owned  as  follows:  W.  F.  Brod- 
head,  Levi  Miller,  Levi  Krum,  Alfred  Vanscooter, 
John  Fritzinger,  Tilghman  Remaly,  Mrs.  Luke  Boy- 
Ian,  Charles  Langkamerer,  John  McGinn,  and  George 
Dolon.  John  C.  Dolon,  of  Mauch  Chunk,  is  a  large 
real-estate  owner,  and  has  several  tenant-houses. 

A  post-office  was  established  here,  with  the  late  M. 
W.  Raudenbush  as  the  first  postmaster.  Lyman  Mc- 
Daniel  is  the  present  incumbent. 

Packerton  is  an  independent  school  and  election 
district,  and  has  a  fine  large  brick  school-house  (the 
gift  of  Asa  Packer),  a  Methodist  Church  (originally 
intended  to  be  a  Union  Church),  two  stores,  and  a 
large  hotel  (owned  by  the  present  landlord,  Leopold 
Myers).  The  population  is  made  up  of  all  creeds  and 
nationalities,  composing  a  law-abiding,  Sabbath-ob- 
serving people,  frugal,  industrious,  and,  of  course,  cor- 
respondingly happy. 

Centre  Square  is  a  settlement  situated  near  the 
west  end  of  the  township,  and  not  far  from  the  line 
of  East  Penn  township,  and  contains  several  dwell- 
ings, a  store,  school-house,  and  hotel.  The  property 
belonged  to  the  Notestines,  who  settled  there  alsout 
1800.  About  1845,  Daniel  Notestine  and  George  Frey- 
man  opened  a  store  at  the  place,  and  later  a  hotel  was 


opened.  The  first  school-house  in  the  township  (ex- 
cept the  Moravian  school)  was  built  at  this  place  about 
1830.  About  1852,  George  Freyman  built  a  hotel  on 
the  road  from  Lehighton  to  New  Mahoning,  at  the 
placed  called  Pleasant  Corner.  This  he  kept  for  sev- 
eral years.  It  is  now  in  the  possession  of  Francis 
Stucker,  and  is  still  kept  as  a  hotel. 

New  Mahoning  is  a  settlement  that  contains  a  few 
dwellings,  a  store  kept  by  Ammon  Arner,  a  post-office, 
a  hotel  kept  by  Stephen  Fenstermacher,  and  a  school- 
house.  Business  operations  have  been  carried  on  to 
considerable  extent  in  and  near  the  settlement  since 
1819,  an  account  of  which  has  been  given.  The  first 
hotel  was  opened  by  Jacob  Fenstermacher  in  1820. 
The  store  was  kept  many  years  by  Tilghman  Arner. 

About  the  year  1835  a  hotel  was  erected  by  Henry 
Freyman  on  the  road  from  Tamaqua  to  Lehighton, 
and  kept  by  him  several  years.  He  was  succeeded 
respectively  by  Philip  and  James  Ginter,  and  Jona- 
than Seidle.  At  present  John  T.  McDaniel  is  the 
landlord. 
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This  township  was  erected  from  Lausanne  in  the 
year  1847.  The  only  record  that  appears  in  the  min- 
utes of  Quarter  Sessions  is  the  following,  March  24, 
1847 :  "  In  the  matter  of  the  application  for  a  division 
of  Lausanne  township,  the  report  of  commissioners  to 
be  recommitted  to  the  commissioners.''  It  appears 
from  the  above  that  a  petition  had  been  presented  to 
the  court  and  commissioners  appointed,  who  had 
made  a  report  that  for  some  reason  was  not  satisfac- 
tory. No  further  record  is  found ;  but  on  the  27th  of 
March,  1848,  John  Foust  is  returned  to  the  court 
as  constable  for  Packer  township,  and  from  that 
time  the  township  has  been  separate  and  distinct 
as  Packer  township.  The  territory  embraces  the  land 
lying  within  a  boundary  drawn  from  the  Lehigh 
River,  at  the  mouth  of  Nesquehoning  Creek,  to  the 
Schuylkill  County  line;  thence  along  the  line  to 
Banks  township  ;  along  Banks  township  to  the  south- 
east corner  of  that  township ;  from  thence,  in  a  south- 
easterly course,  to  the  Lehigh  River ;  thence  down  the 
Lehigh  River  about  two  hundred  rods  to  the  place  of 
beginning.  Broad  Mountain  extends  the  entire  length 
of  the  southern  and  middle  portion  of  the  township. 
The  Quakake  Valley  extends  through  the  township 
from  north  to  south,  and  lies  between  Broad  and 
Spring  Mountains.  It  is  watered  by  the  Quakake 
Creek,  which  rises  in  the  Spring  Mountain,  in  the 
west  part  of  Banks  township,  and  flows  eastward 
through  the  township  and  through  Lehigh,  and 
empties  into  Lehigh  River  at  Penn  Haven.  The 
valley  is  well  adapted  to  agricultural  pursuits,  and 
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contains   many   valuable   farms.     Spring  Mountain 
lies  in  the  north  part  of  the  township. 

The  Mahanoy  Division  of  the  Lehigh  Valley  Rail- 
road extends  through  the  Quakake  Valley,  and  there 
is  a  station  near  Hudsondale  named  Hartz,  from  Col. 
Jacob  Hartz,  who  was  an  old  settler  at  this  locality, 
then  one  of  the  stopping-places  between  Wilkesbarre 
and  JIauch  Chunk.  Over  Spring  Mountain,  from 
Beaver  Meadow  and  Broad  Mountain  to  Mauch 
Chunk,  a  road  also  extends  along  the  valley  and  from 
Hartz  to  Quakake.  A  plan  of  the  village  of  Quakake 
was  recorded  in  Northampton  County  records  Oct.  7, 
1831.  It  was  given  as  bounded  by  Branch  Creek, 
Terapin  Manor  Lane,  Turnpike  Street,  and  Kelchner 
Lane.  Elaborate  maps  were  prepared,  inducements 
were  offered  to  purchasers,  and  a  few  lots  were  sold, 
but  the  project  of  founding  a  village  was  soon  after 
abandoned. 

An  assessment-roll  of  Lausanne  township,  made  in 
1808,  the  year  that  township  (which  then  embraced 
what  is  now  Packer)  was  erected,  contained  the  fol- 
lowing names  of  persons  whose  descendants  are  still 
living  in  this  township :  Daniel,  Christopher,  and 
Jacob  Gerhard  (all  single  men),  Philip  Hinkle,  Fel- 
ton  Hinkle  (single),  Jacob  Hartz.  The  father  of  the 
Gerhards  mentioned  was  an  early  settler,  and  left 
land  to  his  sons,  who  at  this  time  were  living  there, 
and  where  some  of  the  sons  of  Daniel  now  reside. 
Daniel,  in  1829,  lived  where  his  sod,  Solomon,  now 
lives.  He  had  six  sons, — Benjamin,  Jonas,  Joel, 
Daniel,  Solomon,  and  Reuben.  Jonas,  Solomon,  and 
Daniel  are  yet  living, — the  two  first  in  the  township, 
the  latter  in  Rush  township  adjoining,  in  Schuylkill 
County.  Henry,  a  son  of  Daniel,  owns  the  grist-mill 
near  the  Gerhard  Station,  on  the  Mahanoy  Division 
of  the  Lehigh  Valley  Railroad. 

Philip  Hinkle  lived  near  the  Round  Point,  or 
Round  Head,  on  land  now  owned  by  Daniel  Faust. 
His  sons  were  George,  Philip,  Reuben,  and  Jesse. 
Some  of  them  are  still  living  in  the  township. 

Jacob  Hartz  settled  on  what  was  a  little  later  the 
line  of  the  Lehigh  and  Susquehanna  turnpike,  and 
built  a  house  there.  The  road  was  chartered  in  1804, 
and  built  about  1808,  and  Hartz  soon  after  erected  a 
tavern  (now  and  for  many  years  known  as  the  Spring 
Mountain  House).  He  kept  it  until  about  1820,  when 
he  sold  to  George  Kelchner,  whose  father,  Jacob, 
was  a  resident  in  the  township  in  1808.  Mr.  Hartz 
then  built  a  house  near  by,  and  lived  there  several 
years.  He  was  a  clock-maker.  Some  of  his  clocks 
are  still  in  use  in  the  county,— one  belongs  to  Charles 
Nimson,  one  to  the  Dengler  family  (both  of  East 
Penn  township),  and  one  to  a  man  in  Mahoning 
township.  Some  time  between  1830  and  1835,  Jacob 
Hartz  bought  part  of  a  tract  of  four  hundred  acres 
(which  belonged  in  1801  to  Matthias  Gangwere  and 
Abraham  Sieber)  a  little  southeast  of  where  the  Hud- 
sondale Station,  on  the  Mahanoy  Division  of  the 
Lehigh  Valley  Railroad,  now  stands,  and  on  the  Le- 


high and  Susquehanna  turnpike.  On  this  land  he 
built  a  tavern  (in  later  years  known  as  the  Swan), 
and  kept  it  until  his  death,  about  the  year  1852.  The 
land  is  still  in  possession  of  his  descendants.  The 
other  portion  of  this  tract  belongs  to  S.  W.  Hudson. 
Col.  Jacob  Hartz  was  elected  sheriff"  of  Northampton 
County  in  1829.  He  had  eight  children, — Jonas, 
Susan,  Sarah  (Mrs.  Josiah  Freese,  of  Altoona),  Mary, 
Elizabeth,  William,  Abigail,  and  Hannah  (Mrs.  Wil- 
liam Biesel,  of  Weatherly).  Jonas  and  William  kept 
the  tavern  several  years  after  their  father's  death. 
The  sons  of  Jonas — Levi,  Peter,  and  George — are 
•living  in  the  township,  and  Abram  lives  in  Weath- 
erly. William  died  unmarried.  The  daughters — 
Susan,  Mary,  and  Elizabeth — are  unmarried,  and 
reside  at  Weatherly. 

John  Wetzel  was  a  resident  of  the  township  as  early 
as  1812,  and  located  on  land  now  owned  by  his  sons 
and  grandsons.  He  had  four  sons — John,  Valentine, 
Daniel,  and  David — and  four  daughters.  The  sons 
settled  in  the  township,  and  David  is  still  living. 
The  daughters  became  the  wives  of  Stephen  Kerber, 
James  Troy,  Lewis  Hettinger,  and  Philip  Hinkle.  A 
saw-mill  was  built  many  years  ago  on  the  property, 
on  one  of  the  streams  tributary  to  Quakake  Creek. 

John  Faust,  a  native  of  Bucks  County,  born  in 
1797,  and  still  living,  came  to  this  township,  then 
Lausanne,  in  April,  1829,  with  his  wife  and  five  chil- 
dren. He  purchased  two  hundred  acres  of  land,  part 
of  a  large  tract  owned  by  Horter  and  Hepler.  There 
was  a  log  house  on  the  place,  in  ruins.  This  was 
made  habitable  until  he  could  build  the  present 
house,  owned  by  John  Bitner,  who  is  a  son-in-law. 
Here  eight  more  children  were  born  to  them.  Mrs. 
Faust  died  in  1864.  Their  children  were  Daniel, 
Catharine  (Mrs.  David  Keller),  Elizabeth  (Mrs.  Sol- 
omon Rinker),  Mary  (Mrs.  Peter  Hartz),  Caroline 
(Mrs.  John  Bitner).  These  are  all  living  in  the 
township.  John  lives  at  Audenried;  Henry,  at 
Mahanoy  City ;  and  Edward,  at  Weatherly. 

Ephraim  Balliet  came  to  this  township  from  Lu- 
zerne County  about  1839  or  1840,  and  purchased  two 
hundred  acres  of  land  adjoining  John  Faust,  and  a 
part  of  the  same  tract  of  four  hundred  acres.  He 
was  elected  justice  of  the  peace  in  1848,  1857,  and 
1862.  He  had  two  sons, — Solomon  and  Abram.  Sol- 
omon died  in  early  manhood,  and  Abram  still  lives  in 
the  township.  Of  his  three  daughters,  Elizabeth, 
Caroline,  and  Mary,  the  former  became  the  wife  of 
Edward  Faust,  of  Weatherly. 

Matthias  Gangwere  was  part  owner  of  a  tract  of 
four  hundred  acres  in  1801,  near  where  Hudsondale 
Station  now  is.  The  name  of  Edward  Gangwere  ap- 
pears in  1849,  but  in  1883  the  name  is  not  on  the  as- 
sessment-roll. Samuel  Gangwere  was  mentioned  in 
1808.  Peter  Rumble  was  also  the  possessor  of  a  large 
tract  in  1801,  now  the  property  of  S.  W.  Hudson, 
whose  foundry  is  upon  it.  His  name  appears  in  an 
assessment  of  1849. 
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Samuel  Powell  also  was  warrantee  of  a  large  tract. 
He  died  before  1808,  as  in  that  year  "  Widow  Powell" 
is  assessed  on  real  estate.  The  name  has  disappeared 
from  the  township.  In  addition  to  these,  the  Romigs, 
Steiners,  Steels,  and  others  came  into  the  township. 

The  assessment-roll  of  Packer  township,  made  Feb. 
26, 1849,  the  first  after  its  erection,  returns  as  follows : 
Real  estate  valuation,  thirty-seven  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  eighty-seven  dollars ;  money  at  interest, 
two  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifteen  dollars; 
pleasure-carriages,  one  hundred  and  five  dollars; 
amount  of  valuation  on  professions,  trades,  and  occu- 
pations, etc.,  three  thousand  four  hundred  dollars; 
number  of  taxable  inhabitants,  sixty-eight.  William 
Hartz  and  Andrew  Siegfried  were  tavern-keepers. 
The  owners  of  real  estate  in  the  township  at  that  time 
are  here  given :  Ephraim  Balliet,  Jacob  Boughert, 
John  Faust,  Daniel  Faust,  Henry  Faust,  Daniel  Ger- 
hard, Jr.,  Daniel  Gerhard,  Sr.,  Benjamin  Gerhard, 
Joel  Gerhard,  Jonas  Gerhard,  Joseph  Jones,  Henry 
Beatis,  Edward  Gangwere,  Jonas  Hartz,  William 
Hartz,  Philip  Hinkle,  Sr.,  Philip  Hinkle,  Jr.,  George 
Hinkle,  Thomas  and  William  Hart,  William  Sim- 
mers, F.  Beatis,  Jacob  Weiss,  Stephen  Decatur, 
George  and  Benneville  Keim,  Charles  Leivick,  George 
Mack,  Peter  Rumble,  Albright  &  Romick,  Benjamin 
Eomick,  Solomon  Rinken,  Daniel  Steward,  Peter 
Steel,  John  Steiner,  Andrew  Potter,  Richard  Whirter, 
Samuel  Wolf,  Wolf  &  Balliet,  Valentine  Wetzel, 
James  Washburn,  Enoch  Washburn,  John  Wetzel, 
Daniel  Wetzel,  John  Wetzel,  Jr.,  Michael  Young, 
Reuben  Young. 

Below  is  given  a  synopsis  of  the  assessment-roll  of 
1883,  giving  valuation,  farmers,  and  professions. 

The  valuation  on  real  estate  is  given  as  fifty-eight 
thousand  six  hundred  and  five  dollars  ;  total  county 
and  State  tax,  three  hundred  and  thirty-five  dollars 
and  seventy-one  cents. 

The  names  of  those  who  are  assessed  as  farmers  are 
here  given  :  John  C.  Bittner,  John  Duncan,  William 
S.  Dietrich,  George  Esop,  John  Englehard,  Lewis  L. 
Evans,  Nicholas  Erckman,  Daniel  Faust,  David  D. 
Gerhard,  S.  D.  Gerhard,  Jonas  Gerhard,  Philip  Hin- 
kle, Job  Jenkins,  Thomas  Kane,  Sr.,  George  Leimin- 
ger,  Jacob  Mace,  John  Pascoe,  Nathan  Romig,  Jacob 
H.  Ritter,  John  Romig,  Sr.,  Thomas  Romig,  Reed  & 
Howe,  David  L.  Stewart,  Reuben  Steiner,  Simon 
Smith,  David  Wetzel,  John  Webb.  Of  other  occupa- 
tions in  the  township  the  following  are  assessed: 
Dupont  Powder  Magazine  Company,  Laflin  &  Rand 
Powder  Magazine  Company,  Schaghticoke  Powder 
Company,  Cassidy,  Miller  &  Co.,  steam  saw-mill; 
Daniel  &  Sarah  Gerhard,  grist-mill ;  S.  D.  &  Jonas 
Gerhard,  saw-mill ;  S.  W.  Hudson,  lumberman,  saw- 
and  grist-mill;  S.  B.  Hudson,  lumberman;  Joseph 
Sattelle,  hotel-keeper ;  Henry  Gerhard  and  James  0. 
Smith,  millers;  H.  A.  Gerber,  teacher;  Abraham 
Romig  &  Martin  Baettzer,  blacksmiths. 
Mills.— A   grist-mill   was   built   on   the   Quakake 


Creek,  about  two  miles  above  where  Gerhard's  Station 
now  is,  before  1829,  and  owned  by  George  and  Benne- 
ville Keim.  It  was  purchased  by  John  Faust  in  1841, 
and  run  by  him  until  1849,  when  he  removed  it  to  its 
present  location  below  Gerhard  Station.  It  is  now 
owned  by  Henry  Gerhard. 

The  saw-mill,  now  in  ruins,  at  Gerhard's  Station 
was  built  about  1840  by  the  Gerhards,  and  continued 
till  1870.  Saw-mills  were  erected  many  years  ago  on 
the  creek  that  passes  through  the  Steiner  jjroperty, 
and  owned  by  them. 

In  1849,  Gerhard  &  Balliet  owned  a  saw-mill  on 
Quakake  Creek,  now  owned  by  Solomon  and  Jonas 
Gerhard. 

The  saw-mill  on  the  Wetzel  property  is  still  in  use, 
having  been  built  many  years  ago. 

In  1859,  S.  W.  Hudson  came  to  the  township,  and 
purchased  property  near  what  is  now  Hudsondale, — 
a  part  of  the  Peter  Rumble  tract.  A  saw-mill  was  on 
the  creek,  which  had  been  previously  operated  by 
William  Koontz.  This  was  rebuilt  and  operated  sev- 
eral years.  The  next  year  (1860)  Mr.  Hudson  erected 
a  foundry,  which  was  carried  on  till  1881.  In  1869 
the  present  stone  grist-mill  at  Hudsondale  was  erected, 
with  four  runs  of  stone. 

A  steam  saw-mill  was  erected  in  1882  on  the  Nes- 
quehoning  Creek,  by  Cassidy,  Miller  &  Co.  This  is 
the  only  business  interest  south  of  the  Broad  Moun- 
tain. 

Powder-Mills  and  Magazines.— Soon  after  the 
close  of  the  war  several  gentlemen  built  a  powder- 
mill,  called  the  Quakake  Mills,  at  Quakake.  They 
manufactured  several  years,  had  one  or  two  explo- 
sions, and  in  1873  sold  to  the  Laflin  Powder  Manu- 
facturing Company,  who  rebuilt  the  mills,  and  con- 
tinued the  business  until  about  1878,  when  the  works 
blew  up,  and  the  company  removed  to  Laflin,  near 
Wilkesbarre,  where  they  now  carry  on  the  manu- 
facture. 

In  1869,  Smith  &  Rand  were  in  possession  of  forty 
acres  of  land  on  Broad  Mountain,  and  the  Schaghti- 
coke Powder  Company  one  acre.  In  1871  each  of 
these  companies  built  a  magazine  for  holding  powder. 
The  firm  of  Smith  &  Rand  had  changed  to  the  Laflin 
&  Rand  Powder  Company,  who,  a  little  later,  pur- 
chased the  land  and  magazine  of  the  Schaghticoke 
Company.  The  company  now  has  two  magazines, 
with  a  capacity  of  five  thousand  kegs  each.  They 
are  located  on  the  Broad  Mountain,  on  the  old  turn- 
pike, about  three  miles  from  Mauch  Chunk.  The 
company  also  has  a  magazine  with  capacity  of  two 
thousand  kegs,  located  at  Hudsondale.  Robert  Klotz 
&  Son,  of  Mauch  Chunk,  are  agents  for  the  company. 
The  Dupont  Powder  Company  established  two  mag- 
azines on  the  turnpike  road,  at  the  foot  of  Broad 
Mountain,  in  1836.  The  present  capacity  of  one  is 
ten  thousand  kegs,  and  of  the  other  five  thousand 
kegs.  Alexander  W.  Leisenring,  of  Mauch  Chunk, 
is  agent  for  this  company. 
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Taverns. — The  first  tavern  in  the  limits  of  what 
is  now  Packer  township  was  started  by  Col.  Jacob 
Hartz,  in  1812-14,  where  the  Spring  Mountain  House 
now  stands,  on  the  Lehigh  and  Susquehanna  turn- 
pilce.  He  kept  this  place  till  1820,  and  sold  to  George 
Kelchner,  who  kept  it  for  a  time.  It  was  then  kept 
respectively  by  Samuel  Wolf,  Frederick  Nicely  (six 
years),  Daniel  0.  Donnell,  Benjamin  Eomig,  Samuel 
Wolf,  Andrew  Siegfried  (ten  years),  Levi  Hartz  (ten 
years),  John  Booth  (one  year),  Peter  Hartz  (eleven 
years),  James  Cole  (two  years),  John  Wear  (one 
year).  By  him  it  was  sold  to  Joseph  Sattelle,  the 
present  proprietor.  Samuel  Wolf,  when  he  kept  the 
tavern  the  first  time,  opened  a  store  at  the  corners,  in 
a  building  still  standing  opposite  the  tavern.  This 
he  conducted  till  the  close  of  his  second  term  in  the 
tavern,  when  he  sold  all  his  goods  and  furniture  at 
vendue  and  moved  to  Danville,  Montour  Co.,  Pa. 
The  tavern  was  kept  as  a  temperance  house  the  last 
time  he  was  proprietor. 

Col.  Jacob  Hartz,  about  1835,  built  a  tavern  at  the 
foot  of  the  north  slope  of  Broad  Mountain,  and  kept 
it  until  his  death,  about  1852.  His  sons  continued 
it  for  a  year  or  two.  Samuel  Gangwere  later  became 
proprietor,  and  he  was  succeeded  by  William  Victor, 
who  kept  it  as  a  tavern  till  1881.  It  was  known  as 
the  Swan  Tavern.  A  tavern  was  kept  several  years 
on  the  road  leading  through  the  valley,  known  as  the 
Quakake  Hotel. 

St.  Matthew's  Lutheran  and  German  Reformed 
Church. — The  only  church  in  the  township  is  situated 
a  little  west  of  the  centre  of  the  valley,  on  land  that 
was  donated  for  church  purposes  by  John  Faust,  in 
1834.  A  church  was  organized  in  that  year,  and  a 
log  building  erected  to  accommodate  both  the  church 
and  a  school.  This  answered  the  purpose  till  1868, 
when  it  was  torn  down,  and  the  present  edifice,  forty 
by  fifty-five  feet  in  dimensions,  erected  on  the  same  site. 
The  pastor  who  ofiiciated  at  the  organization  was  the 
Eev.  Isaac  Sheilheimer.  Among  the  many  ministers 
who  have  served  this  church  are  the  Kevs.  Benninger, 
Boyer,  Grim,  Daniel,  Kurtz.  Krohn,  Frankle,  Fink- 
ling,  Muirhler,  and  A.  M.  Masonheimer,  the  present 
pastor. 

Schools, — About  1823  a  school-house  was  built  near 
the  residence  of  Jacob  Hartz,  who  then  lived  near 
what  is  now  the  Spring  Mountain  House.  The  tim- 
ber for  this  school-house  was  the  first  sawed  at  the 
mill  of  Benjamin  Romick,  on  Black  Creek,  now  the 
site  of  Weatherly.  James  Dafl!e  was  an  early  teacher. 
A  school-house  is  now  standing  near  the  site  of  the 
old  one.  This  was  later  known  as  the  Turnpike 
District. 

In  1834,  when  the  St.  Matthew's  German  Reformed 
Church  was  erected,  a  part  of  it  was  partitioned  off" 
for  school  purposes,  and  was  used  till  the  destruction 
of  the  building,  in  1868.  A  new  one  (which  is  still 
used)  was  then  erected  on  the  same  site.  Among  the 
early  teachers  were  Daniel  Gerhard,  David  Stewart, 


and  Adam  Beers.  This  house  was  built  near  the 
residence  of  John  Faust  and  Ephraim  Balliet,  both 
of  whom  were  the  first  directors.  The  district  was 
later  known  as  the  Church  District.  Another  school- 
house  was  built  on  the  road  leading  through  the 
valley,  above  the  Gerhard  Mills.    This  is  still  used. 

These  three  school-houses  mentioned  are  the  only 
ones  in  the  township.  The  schools  contain  one  hun- 
dred and  forty-one  pupils.  The  directors  are  D.  L. 
Howard,  W.  S.  Dieberick,  John  Romig,  Job  Jenkins, 
David  D.  Gerhard,  George  Eroh. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  school  directors  of  the 
township  since  its  organization  : 

1848. — Jonas  Hartz,  Eph.  Balliet,  Joel  Gerhart. 
1849. — Daniel  Gerhart,  Andrew  Gangwere. 
1850. — Solomon  Rinker,  Reuben  Young. 
1851. — John  Young,  Daniel  D.  Steward. 
1852. — Peter  Hartz,  Jacob  Derr,  E.  Balliet. 
1853. — Valentine  Wetzell,  Solomon  Rinker. 
1854. — Andrew  Siegfried,  William  Faust. 
1855.— Nathaniel  Zoll,  Eph.  Balliet. 
1856. — Jonas  Hartz,  Sol.  Rinker. 
1857.— Benj.  Gerhart,  Ed.  Young,  Val.  Wetzell. 
1858. — John  G.  Steiner,  Henry  Faust,  Daniel  Ger- 
hard. 

1859. — Peter  Hartz,  Jacob  Derr. 
I860.— D.  D.  Stewart,  Edwin  Young. 
1861. — J.  G.  Steiner,  Levi  Hartz. 
1862.— Peter  Hartz,  J.  N.  Faust. 
1863.— D.  D.  Stewart,  William-  Faust. 
1864.— Philip  Kinkle,  Levi  Hartz. 
1865. — George  Hartz,  Joseph  Schneider. 
1866.— Archibald  Dieb,  H.  Bockerts. 
1867.— John  Young,  D.  D.  Stewart. 
1868. — John  Romig,  Jonas  Gerhart. 
1869.— Val.  Boetzer,  George  Hinkle. 
1870.— S.  D.  Gerhart,  Peter  Hartz. 
1871.— Henry  Gerhart,  J.  J.  Poole. 
1872. — John  C.  Bitner,  Samuel  Gangwere. 
1873.— E.  Tilson,  George  Eroh,  Henry  Boehardt. 
1874.— W.  Krop,  John  C.  Bitner. 
1875.— John  Romick,  J.  C.  Bitner. 
1876.— D.  B.  Keller,  Reuben  Steiner. 
1877.— Reuben  Dauber,  Peter  Hartz. 
1878.— James  Gerhard,  John  C.  Bittner. 
1879.— S.   B.   Hudson,    R.   W.  Steward,    Reuben 
Sterner. 

1880.— D.  D.  Gerhard,  Peter  Hartz. 
1881.— D.  L.  Howard,  W.  S.  Dieberich. 
1882.— John  Romig,  Joseph  Jenkins. 
1883.— David  D.  Gerhard,  George  Eroh,  Jonas  Ger- 
hard. 

Post-Of&ces.— A  post-office  was  established  at  the 
store  of  Samuel  Wolf  a  year  or  two  after  the  Lehigh 
Canal  was  opened.  Mr.  Wolf,  who  was  the  postmas- 
ter, kept  the  office  at  the  store  until  he  removed  from 
the  township,  when  it  was  changed  to  the  tavern-stand 
of  Jacob  Hartz,  and  continued  till  about  1858,  and  the 
landlords  became  postmasters.   Soon  after  the  opening 
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of  Mahanoy  Division,  Hudgondale  became  a  station, 
and  a  post-office  was  established  there,  with  Samuel 
Hudson  as  postmaster.     He  still  holds  the  position. 

Justices  of  the  Peace.— The  justices  of  the  peace 
since  the  organization  of  the  township  have  been  as 
follows : 

Ephraim  Balliet,  March,  1848;  March,  1849; 
March,  1850. 

Jonas  Hartz,  jMarch,  1861 . 

Solomon  D.  Gerhard,  March,  1852. 

Daniel  Gerhard,  March,  1853. 

Benjamin  Romig,  March,  1855. 

Solomon  Kinker,  March,  1856. 

Ephraim  Balliet,  March,  1857 ;  March,  1868. 

John  Steiner,  March,  1869. 

Peter  Steel,  March,  1859. 

Joel  Gerhart,  March,  1859. 

Peter  Steel,  March,  1860. 

Solomon  Rinker,  March,  1861. 

Peter  Hartz,  March,  1861. 

Ephraim  Balliet,  March,  1862. 

Joel  Gerhard,  March,  1863. 

Peter  Hartz,  March,  1864. 

S.  W.  Hudson,  March,  1866. 

Peter  Hartz,  March,  1866  (declined) ;  March,  1868 
(declined). 

John  Faust,  March,  1869  (declined). 

S.  W.  Hudson,  October,  1869. 

John  Faust,  October,  1869  (declined). 

D.  R.  Kidder,  October,  1869. 

E.  E.  Dod-son,  March,  1872  (declined). 
J.  J.  Poole,  March,  1878. 

S.  W.  Hudson,  March,  1874,  to  1883. 
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SAMUEL    WILKINSON   HUDSON. 

The  grandfather  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch  lived 
in  Yorkshire,  England.  He  was  captain  of  the  militia, 
or  Home  Guards,  and  one  of  six  brothers  who,  while 
the  war  between  England  and  France  was  in  full  sway, 
as  members  of  the  militia,  volunteered  to  go  to  Don- 
caster  Races,  now  so  celebrated,  and  repulse  the  Danes, 
who,  taking  advantage  of  the  absence  of  the  regular 
army,  frequently  invaded  that  part  of  the  country. 
Not  one  of  these  patriotic  brothers  was  permitted  to 
return,  all  having  fallen  in  battle. 

Capt.  Hudson's  only  child,  James,  was  born  Aug. 
20,  1792,  being  thus  left  an  orphan  in  early  life,  he 
was  soon  thrown  on  his  own  resources.  After  obtain- 
ing a  fair  education,  he  learned  the  machinist's  trade, 
which  he  followed  in  after-life.  In  1815  he  married 
Miss  Lydia  Wilkinson,  who  was  born  in  Yorkshire, 
1794.  Her  father  occupying  the  position  of  honor 
and  trust  as  butler  to  Lord  Ribelsdel,  she  had  more 
than  ordinary  opportunities  of  securing  education,  re- 
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flnement,  and  culture,  so  that  their  marriage  proved 
a  happy  and  fruitful  one,  the  result  of  which  was  five 
children,— three  sons  and  two  daughters,- of  which 
Samuel  W.  is  the  fourth  in  descent.  He  was  born  in 
the  homestead  at  Kethla,  near  Leeds,  Yorkshire,  May 
29, 1821.  In  January  of  1827,  Mrs.  Lydia  Hudson,  his 
mother,  died  after  a  short  illness ;  the  oldest  daughter 
died  in  August,  1840.  In  July,  1829,  his  father, 
with  the  remaining  family,  set  sail  in  the  sailing-ship 
"John  Wells"  for  America.  After  a  long  and  tedious 
voyage  they  landed  in  Philadelphia,  which  they  made 
their  home.  On  July  21, 1831,  his  father  apprenticed 
Samuel  W.  for  a  period  of  ten  years,  dating  from  May 
16,  1832,  to  Michael  Dyott,  of  Philadelphia,  the  said 
Michael  Dyott  agreeing  to  teach  him  as  compensa- 
tion for,  bis  labor  the  trades  of  glass-blowing  and 
wicker-making,  also  to  provide  him  with  clothing 
and  board,  allowing  him  the  privileges  of  attending 
night-  and  Sabbath-schools.  This  firm  failed,  owing 
to  the  financial  panic  of  1837,  so  that  the  indenture 
was  canceled.  In  October  of  1837  he  was  appren- 
ticed to  .lacob  Kits,  of  Chester,  Pa.,  who  was  engaged 
in  general  foundry  business.  Here  he  learned  the 
moulding  trade,  together  with  his  two  brothers,  who 
were  employed  by  the  same  firm.  In  1840  he  re- 
turned to  Philadelphia,  where  he  worked  at  his  trade 
with  the  firm  then  known  as  Rush  &  Muhlenberg. 

In  1841  he  removed  to  Pottsville,  Pa.,  and  remained 
there  until  1845,  wh«n-  he  went  to  Weatherly,  Pa. 
For  one  year  he  was  unsettled ;  finally  located  at 
Tamaqua,  Pa'.,  where  he  started  in  business  for  him- 
self, in  the  shops  now  known  as  Carter,  Allen  &  Co.'s. 
After  two  yeiars  of  fair- success  he  sold  out,  and  re- 
moved to  Sugar  Loaf,  Luzerne  Co.,  where  he  started 
machine-shops,  th«  firm  then  being  known  as  Hud- 
son &  Allen.  These  shops  were  destroyed  by  fire  in 
1850,,  after  which  they  moved  their  machinery  to 
Beaver  Meadow,  Pa.,  where  they  began  business  on  a 
larger  scale,  manufacturing  all  kinds  of  heavy  and 
useful  machinery.  Among  other  work  was  that  done 
for  the  Bowman  Brothers,  at  Parryville,  in  furnish- 
ing the  principal  material  for  erecting  their  new  fur- 
nace. In  1859  he  sold  out  his  interest  to  his  brother, 
Brice  Hudson,  and  moving  to  Hudsondale,  Pa.  (then 
known  as  Hartz's),  in  Packer  township.  Carbon 
County,  he  invested  in  large  tracts  of  farming  and 
timber  land.  Here  also  he  started  again  in  general 
foundry  business,  and  continued  in  the  same  until 
1876,  building  a  large  grist-  and  flour-mill  during 
that  time.  About  the  year  1880  his  mind  took  an 
inventive  turn,  and  he  began  to  originate  to  such  an 
extent  that  he  has  taken  out  letters  patent  to  the 
number  of  sixteen.  The  most  important  are  in  hy- 
draulics and  pneumatics,  among  others,  one  for  ven- 
tilating mines,  another  an  air-compressor,  used  for 
transmitting  energy  by  means  of  compressed  air.  The 
latest  and  most  important  is  a  compressed-air  pump, 
or  pneumatic  water-elevator.  These  patents  as  a  class 
are  useful  and  practical. 
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Mr.  Hudson  has  taken  an  active  interest  in  politics 
for  many  years,  casting  his  first  vote  as  a  Whig  for 
Henry  Clay  in  1844.  His  party  being  largely  in  the 
minority  in  the  county,  his  public  record  has  not  been 
as  extended  as  might  have  been  desired  by  his  polit- 
ical allies.  On  Dec.  11,  1846,  he  was  married  to 
Mary,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Ann  Carter.  She  was 
born  Sept.  21,  1825,  at  Marazion,  Cornwall,  England. 
Her  family  came  to  this  country  in  1842,  and  located 
at  Tamaqua,  Schuylkill  Co.,  Pa.  The  Carter  family 
has  since  become  so  successful  that  to-day  they  repre- 
sent some  of  the  largest  coal  interests  in  Carbon 
County. 

The  issue  of  their  marriage  resulted  in  three  chil- 
dren. Lydia,  the  oldest,  was  married  to  Joseph  J. 
Poole,  January,  1869,  and  died  March,  1870.  The 
next,  Samuel  B.,  married  Miss  Susan  Dennier,  of 
Tunkhannock,  Pa.,  October,  1876.  He  is  engaged  in 
farming,  lumbering,  and  milling  at  Hudsondale. 
Annie  Carter,  the  youngest,  is  residing  with  her 
parents  at  the  old  homestead. 

Mr.  Hudson's  life  thus  far  has  been  one  of  great 
activity  and  usefulness,  and  his  greatest  pleasure  is 
in  laboring  for  the  advancement  of  science  and  me- 
chanics. 


CHAPTER    XXI. 

PENN   FOREST   TOWNSHIP. 

This  section  of  country  was  part  of  that  great  dis- 
trict north  of  the  Blue  Ridge  which,  prior  to  1768, 
was  known  as  " Towamensing,"  meaning  "the  wil- 
derness.*' In  that  year  it  was  divided,  and  Towamen- 
sing township  embraced  all  territory  in  Northampton 
County  east  of  Lehigh  River,  and  thirty-six  miles 
north  of  the  Blue  Ridge.  After  the  Revolution  the 
territory  now  comprising  part  of  Monroe  County  and 
the  townships  of  Penn  Forest  and  Kidder  was  erected 
into  Tobyhanna'  township.  Early  in  the  year  1842, 
while  the  township  of  Tobyhanna  was  a  part  of  Mon- 
roe County,  it  was  divided,  and  all  that  portion  of 
territory  now  Penn  Forest  and  Kidder  townships  was 
erected  into  a  township  called  "  Penn  Forest."  The 
next  year  (1843),  upon  the  erection  of  Carbon  County, 
it  became  a  part  thereof,  and  in  1849  the  north  part 
was  set  off  as  Kidder  township. 

It  is  bounded  on  the  west  by  the  Lehigh  River,  on 
the  south  by  Franklin  and  Towamensing  townships, 
on  the  east  by  Monroe  County,  and  on  the  north  by 
the  township  of  Kidder. 

It  is  watered  by  tributaries  of  the  Lehigh, — Muddy 
Run,  Drake,  Stony,  and  Bear  Creeks.  These  rise  in 
the  east  part  of  the  township  and  flow  westerly,  and 


1  The  township  was  named  Tobylianna  from  the  creek  of  that  name 
which  flowed  through  it.  It  is  a  corruption  of  the  Indian  word  Topi- 
hanno,  which  signifies  a  stream  whose .banlis  are  fringed  with  alders. 


join  the  Lehigh.  Wild  Creek  and  its  tributaries,  Tar 
Run  and  White  Oak  Run,  in  the  south  part  of  the 
township,  flow  southeasterly,  and  pass  out  near  the 
southeast  corner. 

Early  £oads. — Many  years  before  the  township 
was  settled  a  State  road  was  laid  out,  passing  through 
its  limits  from  Emmetsburg  to  White  Haven.  The 
first  action  in  reference  to  roads  in  this  county  was  at 
the  first  term  of  court,  in  December,  1843,  at  which 
time  a  petition  was  presented  for  a  road  from  a  road 
leading  from  Weissport  to  the  Monroe  County  line  to 
a  point  on  the  Lehigh  River  opposite  Penn  Haven. 
George  Fegley  at  this  time  had  a  store  at  this  place 
on  the  river.  This  petition  was  granted  and  the  road 
laid  out.  Later  a  portion  was  abandoned,  but  part  of 
it  is  yet  in  use. 

Settlement  of  Penn  Forest, — The  territory  now 
embraced  in  this  township  in  1835  was  a  wilderness 
of  pine  and  hemlock  forest,  and  is  yet  known  as  Pine 
Swamp.  About  this  time  the  timber  attracted  the  at- 
tention of  lumbermen,  and  the  tracts  which  had  been 
warranted  to  others  were  bought  up  by  lumber  com- 
panies, that  were  formed  for  the  purpose  of  erecting 
mills  and  cutting  and  manufacturing  lumber.  Mills 
were  built  at  available  sites  on  the  streams,  tene- 
ments were  erected  for  the  laborers,  and  the  work  com- 
menced. Years  elapsed,  and  the  timber  was  mostly 
cut  off.  Fires  in  the  woods  destroyed  many  of  the 
mills,  some  of  which  were  rebuilt,  and  others  not. 
The  companies  sold  the  denuded  lands  to  other  par- 
ties and  disappeared.  The  settlements  around  these 
mills  often  contained  a  store,  tavern,  and  school- 
house.  There  is  given  below  an  abstract  from  the 
assessment-roll  of  Penn  Forest  in  1843, — the  names 
of  corporations  and  persons  owning  large  tracts  of 
land,  mills,  and  occupations  of  others  not  laborers. 
The  statement  here  given  comprises  what  is  now 
Penn  Forest  and  Kidder  townships. 

There  are  one  hundred  and  forty-four  persons  as- 
sessed for  county,  sixty-one  for  State,  purposes,  and 
sixty-four  for  unseated  lands.  Fann  Black,  400  acres ; 
Peter  Burger  &  Co.,  1800  acres  and  a  saw-mill ;  Butz, 
Meckes  &  Co.,  1200  acres,  tenements,  and  saw-mill ; 
Joshua  Bullock,  gentleman ;  Jonathan  Fell,  1017 
acres,  three  saw-mills,  and  tenement;  Thomas  Craig, 
400  acres,  two  saw-mills,  and  tenements;  Christman, 
Craig  &  Co.,  1200  acres  and  saw-mill;  Anthony 
Christman,  saw-mill;  Christman,  Stemler,  Serfass  & 
Co.,  400  acres  and  saw-mill;  Jost  Dreisbach,  953 
acres,  tenements;  Jonas  Dreisbach,  111  acres;  Aaron 
Dreisbach,  60  acres;  Taylor  &  Co.,  1200  acres;  W. 
Edinger,  1400  acres,  tavern,  saw-mill,  tenements; 
Fish,  Green  &  Co.,  1317  acres ;  George  Fegley,  mer- 
chant and  tenements ;  Gower,  Serfass  &  Co.,  600  acres, 
saw-mill,  and  tenements ;  Abram  Good  &  Co.,  saw- 
mill; J.  H.  Hillman,  gentleman;  John  Hawk,  700 
acres  and  saw-mill ;  Daniel  Hawk,  400  acres  and  saw- 
mill;  Henry  Kenholt  &  Co.,  saw-mill;  Charlotte 
Meckes,  400  acres  and  saw-mill ;  Owen  Hume  &  Co., 
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400  acres  and  saw-mill ;  Samuel  D.  Strike  &  Co.,  1200 
acres;  Charles  Scott,  two  saw-mills;  Reuben  Serfass 
&  Co.,  100  acres,  saw-mill,  and  tenements;  Joseph 
Serfass  &  Co.,  600  acres  and  tenements;  Frederick 
Sutter,  innkeeper;  John  Smith,  400  acres,  saw-mill  ; 
Jacob  Steiner,  1300  acres  and  saw-mill ;  John  Serfass 
&  Co.,  600  acres  and  saw-mill ;  Samuel  Lywell,  573 
acres,  two  saw-mills,  and  tenements ;  O.  H.  Taylor, 
gentleman;  Warner  &  Taylor,  864  acres;  Robert  S. 
Trego,  1028  acres  and  saw-mill :  Taylor  &  Brock, 
1308  acres;  Mahlon  K.  Taylor  &  Co.,  6394  acres,  one 
store ;  George  Weaver,  2200  acres,  two  saw-mills,  and 
tenements ;  Warner  &  Co.,  double  saw-mill  and  30 
acres ;  I.  &  S.  Gould  &  Co.,  1196  acres  and  two  saw- 
mills ;  Gould,  Taylor  &  Co.,  3664  acres  and  saw-mill ; 
Lehigh  Coal  and  Navigation  Company,  1266  acres ; 
Jacob  Brutzman,  George  Crosley,  Samuel  Hiller, 
Thomas  Krom,  William  Johnson,  David  Kline, 
Michael  Knerr,  Ebenezer  Ladle,  Isaac  Sepps,  and 
Safford  Willard,  lawyers;  Andrew  Decker,  Andrew 
McKreal,  lock-tenders;  Robert  Alberton,  James 
Harkins,  and  Jacob  West,  mechanics;  Francis  Ga- 
brio,  master-mechanic. 

Mills. — These  companies  were' located  at  the  places 
given,  as  nearly  as  can  be  ascertained,  as  follows : 

Peter  Berger  &  Co.,  who  owned  eighteen  hundred 
acres  of  timber  land,  built  a  saw-mill  on  Mud  Run, 
about  a  mile  below  Adam  Meckes'.  They  had  been 
carrying  on  operations  from  about  1840,  continued  till 
about  1860,  and  sold  to  Christian  and  William  Kramer, 
who  sold  to  Jacob  Frey.  It  is  now  owned  by  Frank 
Gowen. 

Butz,  Meckes  &  Co.  owned  twelve  hundred  acres, 
and  erected  a  mill  on  Stony  Creek,  about  three  miles 
above  its  mouth.  They  ran  the  mill  eight  or  ten 
years,  and  sold  to  Strouss  &  Miksell,  of  Easton.  It 
was  burned  down  about  1860,  and  not  rebuilt. 

Jonathan  Fell,  who  owned  one  thousand  and  seven- 
teen acres,  built  a  double  mill  at  the  mouth  of  Bear 
Creek.  This  mill  was  run  until  about  1862.  It  was 
also  burned  down.  The  timber  was  exhausted.  The 
land  is  now  owned  by  Caspar  Nepp.  Joshua  Bullock 
lived  at  this  place,  and  had  entire  charge  of  the  mills. 

Thomas  Craig,  who  owned  four  hundred  acres, 
built  one  mill  on  Drake  Creek,  about  two  miles  from 
the  mouth.  He  sold  to  Charles  Smith,  who  still  owns 
it.  Thomas  Craig,  Jr.,  built  a  mill  later  at  the  mouth 
of  Stony  Creek,  which  was  burned  down.  It  is  now 
owned  by  Adam  Christman. 

Christman,  Stemler,  Serfass  &  Co.  owned  four 
hundred  acres  of  land  on  Stony  Creek,  where  Enos 
Koch  now  lives.  The  mill  was  built  previous  to  their 
purchase  by  John  Moyer.  Enos  Koch  bought  two 
hundred  and  twenty-six  acres  of  the  property,  and 
continued  the  operation  of  the  mill,  rebuilding  it  in 
fall  of  1883.  He  opened  a  tavern  in  1848  in  the  old 
house,  and  in  1860  built  the  present  house. 

William  Edinger  owned  fourteen  hundred  acres  on 
the  old  State  road  from  Emmetsburg  to  White  Haven. 


Here,  before  1840,  he  built  a  tavern  and  owned  a  saw- 
mill. The  mill  was  built  by  Conrad  Dotter  on  Joli 
Sjjring  Run.  It  passed  from  Edinger  to  Meckes  & 
Fragle.  The  mill  was  burned,  and  the  parties  built 
another  on  Mud  Run,  near  Albrightsville,  which  is 
now  owned  by  Daniel  Christman. 

Gowen,  Serfass  &  Co.  owned  six  hundred  acres  at 
the  head  of  Drake's  Creek,  and  they  built  there  a  mill 
and  tenement-house  about  1840,  and  continued  opera- 
tions until  about  1860.  Lewis  Gowen,  one  of  the  part- 
ners, purchased  the  whole  previous  to  1860.  He  sold 
to  John  Gowen  &  Timothy  Frable.  It  is  now  owned 
by  Adam  Christman. 

John  Serfass  &  Co.  owned  six  hundred  acres  on 
Pine  Run,  a  tributary  of  Big  Creek,  on  which  they 
erected  a  saw-mill.  It  was  sold  later  to  Robert  Weiss 
and  Reuben  Serfass.  It  is  now  owned  by  Frabie  Ser- 
fass. 

William  Serfass  and  Adam  Kunkle  owned  a  tract 
of  land  on  Pinder  Creek,  about  a  mile  and  a  half 
from  the  mouth.  They  sold  to  Lawfer,  Kresge  & 
Poneir,  who  built  a.  mill  on  Mud  Run,  above  the 
mouth  of  Pender  Creek.  They  sold  to  Young  & 
Sellers.  The  property  is  now  owned  by  John  Eckert 
and  wife.     The  lower  mill  is  now  used. 

Samuel  Heller  built  a  mill  on  Stony  Creek,  below 
Adam  Christman.  It  is  now  owned  by  Adam  Christ- 
man. 

Frederick  and  Jacob  Brotzman  owned  a  large  tract 
of  land  where  this  settlement  now  is,  and  built  on 
Mud  Run  two  saw-mills  about  1836.  They  became 
embarrassed,  and  the  property  was  sold  to  George 
Weaver,  who  owned  in  1843  two  thousand  two  hun- 
dred acres.    He  sold,  in  1850,  to  Aquilla  Albright  and 

Vansickle.     They  built  another  saw-mill  about 

a  mile  below. 

A  store  was  kept  here  at  one  time  by  Aquilla  Al- 
bright. 

The  mills  are  not  now  standing.  This  place  was 
called  by  Albright  Albrightsville,  and  the  settlement 
across  the  stream  has  taken  the  name. 

The  following  statement  is  from  the  assessment-roll 
of  the  township  in  1882,  and  gives  the  names  of 
persons  now  owning  mills  and  distilleries : 

August  Behrens,  saw-  and  paling-mill. 

Daniel  Christman,  saw-mill. 

Thomas  Craig,  saw-mill. 

Christman  &  Freyman,  saw-mill. 

Henry  Deppe,  saw-mill. 

Reuben  Gregory,  saw-mill. 

William  Gotz,  saw-mill. 

Frank  Gowen,  saw-mill. 

Enos  Koch,  saw-mill. 

Abram  Meckes,  saw-mill. 
I  Samuel  Meckes,  saw-mill. 
]      Philip  Meckes,  saw-mill. 

Frank  Serfass,  saw-mill. 

Charles  Smith,  saw-  and  paling-mill. 
!      Craig  &  Christman,  shingle-mill. 
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Paul  Donner,  turning-mill. 

About  the  year  1861,  Samuel  Donner  commenced 
the  distillation  of  wintergreen.  Since  that  time  a 
number  of  distilleries  have  been  started  for  that  pur- 
pose and  the  distillation  of  oil  from  the  birch.  The 
names  are  here  given  of  those  who  now  own  and 
operate  distilleries  in  the  township:  Catharine  An- 
drews, Jacob  Bartholomew,  Charles  Christman,  Wil- 
liam Button,  Paul  Donner  (two),  Paul  Frey,  Jacob 
Kunkle,  Enos  Koch,  Samuel  Meekes,  Philip  Meckes, 
Reuben  Meckes,  William  Oliver,  J.  .J.  Smith  (two), 
Peter  Serfass,  Robert  Serfass,  Benjamin  Serfass,  Lydia 
Schoeb. 

Hotels,  Emanuel  Kibler  apd  Enos  Koch. 

Grist-mill,  Henry  Deppe. 

There  are  but  seven  persons  in  the  township  who 
are  assessed  distinctively  as  farmers.  They  are  as 
follows:  George  Christman,  Charles  Christman, 
Adolph  Henning,  Josiah  G.  Harlan,  Francis  Lyer, 
and  Henry  Tracy. 

The  population  of  the  township,  by  the  census  of 
1880,  is  six  hundred  and  fifty-three. 

Taverns. — The  first  tavern  built  in  the  township 
was  erected  on  the  Pocono  Mountain,  and  on  the 
State  road  leading  from  Emmetsburg  to  White 
Haven.  It  was  first  kept  by  Frederick  Suter,  about 
1838,  and  soon  after  called  "  The  Hunter's  Hotel,"  a 
name  by  which  it  is  still  known.  It  was  kept  by  him 
till  about  1850,  and  passed  into  other  hands.  It  is 
now  owned  and  kept  by  Emanuel  Kibler.  Soon  after 
this  was  opened,  and  before  1843,  William  Edinger 
built  a  tavern  a  little  distance  northeast  of  the  Hun- 
ter's Hotel,  which  was  kept  several  years  and  discon- 
tinued. 

About  the  same  time  the  last  tavern  was  opened 
George  Fegley  built  a  dwelling  and  a  store,  which 
last  he  kept.  About  1850  he  opened  a  tavern,  kept 
his  store,  and  built  several  dwellings.  The  place  was 
opposite  Penn  Haven,  and  the  Lehigh  Canal  passed 
here.  Quite  a  business  grew  up  here,  and  in  a  few 
years  the  settlement  contained,  in  addition  to  the 
tavern-stand,  a  store  and  warehouse,  a  carpenter-shop, 
blacksmith-shop,  boat-yard,  stabling,  with  accommo- 
dations for  one  hundred  and  fifty  horses,  and  twelve 
dwellings,  and  the  place  bid  fair  to  become  a  consid- 
erable village.  The  great  freshet  of  1862  (January) 
swept  the  buildings  all  away  or  destroyed  them,  and 
nothing  of  consequence  has  been  rebuilt  there. 

In  1848,  Enos  Koch,  who  had  a  saw-mill  on  Stony 
Creek,  opened  his  house  as  a  tavern,  and  has  con- 
tinued to  keep  a  public-house  to  the  present  time. 
A  new  house  (the  jiresent  one)  was  erected  in  1860. 

About  the  year  1850,  Adam  Meckes,  who  owned  a 
mill  property  on  Mud  Run,  at  what  is  now  Meckes- 
ville,  started  a  tavern,  which  he  kept  fifteen  or  twenty' 
years.     None  is  kept  there  at  present. 

Churches.— In  the  year  1870,  when  the  agitation 
concerning  the  building  of  a  new  school-house  on 
Stony  Creek  was  at  its   height,  it  was  decided    to 


make  it  large  enough  to  answer  also  for  church  pur- 
poses. There  were  members  of  Lutheran  and  Re- 
formed German  Churches  in  the  community,  and 
upon  its  completion  services  were  held  there.     The 

pastors   who   served   were    the    Revs.   Decker, 

Frederick  Honberger, Struntz, Becker,  and 

at  present  the  congregation  is  served  by  the  Rev.  A. 

M.  Strauss  (Lutheran)   and  the  Rev. Schloppe 

(Reformed).  In  1880,  John  W.  Reed  donated  to  the 
congregation,  for  church  and  burial  purposes,  three 
acres  of  land  on  the  road  from  Mauch  Chunk  to  Al- 
brightsville,  and  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  southwest 
from  the  residence  of  Adam  Christman.  A  portion  of 
the  ground  was  at  once  laid  out  for  a  cemetery,  and 
is  now  used  by  the  Lutherans.  The  Reformed  con- 
gregation purchased  a  piece  of  land  near  the  hotel  of 
Enos  Koch,  which  is  used  by  them.  A  neat  and  com- 
modious church  edifice  is  now  being  erected  on  the 
lot  donated  for  the  purpose.  This  is  the  only  church 
and  congregation  in  the  township. 

Schools. — In  the  year  1844,  the  first  year  after  this 
township  became  a  part  of  Carbon  County,  James  W. 
Searles  and  A.  W.  Dreisbach  were  elected  school  di- 
rectors. The  township  had  accepted  the  school  law. 
Schools  were  in  operation  on  Stony  Creek,  opposite 
Penn  Haven,  at  Albrightsville  (then  in  Penn  Forest), 
and  at  Bear  Creek.  The  freshet  of  1862  washed  away 
the  school-house  at  Penn  Haven,  but  on  Oct.  26, 1866, 
the  district  was  again  established,  and  Philip  Ginter 
furnished  a  house  for  school  purposes  free  of  charge. 
In  1867  the  township  contained  seven  districts,  as  fol- 
lows :  Stony  Creek,  Bear  Creek,  Albrightsville  (joint 
with  Kidder),  Behren's,  Drake's  Creek,  Penn  Haven, 
and  Wild  Kettle  Creek. 

The  school  at  Drake's  Creek  was  discontinued,  and 
was  again  held  in  the  years  1878-79.  There  are  now 
five  districts  in  which  schools  are  regularly  held : 
Stony  Creek,  43  pupils ;  Bear  Creek,  22  pupils  ;  Wild 
Kettle  Creek,  15  pupils;  Meckesville,  35  pupils;  and 
Albrightsville,  16  pupils.  The  old  school-house  at 
Albrightsville  is  no  longer  in  use,  and  a  new  one 
built  by  Kidder  township  is  used.  New  school-houses 
were  built  at  the  following  places  in  the  years  given, 
with  cost  of  each:  Stony. Creek,  1869,  $475;  Meckes- 
ville, 1870,  $343.75 ;  Wild  Kettle  Creek,  1881,  $275 ; 
Bear  Creek,  1881,  $275.  The  directors  for  1883  are 
Enos  Kochard,  Henry  Sinedecker,  Philip  Shock,  and 
W.  V.  R.  Ash. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  school  directors  of  the 
township  since  the  erection  of  Carbon  County  : 
1844.— James  W.  Searles,  A.  B.  Dreisbach. 
1845.— Joseph  Serfass,  Frederick  Sutton. 
1846.— John  Kelsey,  J.  W.  Searles. 
1847.— Abraham  Good,  Lewis  Billings. 
1848.— Samuel  A.  Cook,  Caleb  Rowles. 
1849.— J.  B.  Dreisbach,  Lewis  Gowen,  Adam  Meckes, 
A.  E.  Albright,  Andrew  McNeal,  Daniel  Lichtenwall- 
ner. 

1850.— Enos  Koch,  John  Decker. 
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1851. — Henry  Garman,  William  Snyder,  William 
Serfass. 
1852. — George  Fegley,  George  Kissel. 
1853. — Adam  Meckes,  William  Serfass,  John  Gowen, 
John  Berkley,  Enos  Koch. 
1854. — Morris  Evans,  Charles  A.  Getzinger. 
1855.— J.  N.  Umphread,  George  Fegley. 
1856. — Lewis  Gowen,  John  Gowen,  Jeremiah  Gang- 
were,  Adam  Meckes. 
1857. — George  H.  Weiss,  Enos  Koch. 
1858.— Charles  Smith,  John  Hote. 
1859. — Butler  Cortwright,  Cornelius  Ziegenfuss. 
1860— No  record. 

1861. — Enos   Koch,   Charles    Smith,   John    Hote, 
Samuel  Hawk,  S.  W.  Meckes. 
1862. — A.  Christman,  B.  Cortwright. 
1863.— Samuel  Hawk,  John  Hote. 
1864. — Enos  Koch,  Charles  Smith. 
1865. — Adam  Christman,  Butler  Cortwright. 
1866.— Enos  Koch,  Charles  Smith. 
1867. — Adam  Meckes,  John  Haide. 
1868.— Enos  Koch,  David  Snyder. 
1869. — Adam  Christman,  Charles  Smith. 
1870. — John  Hade,  Adam  Rouch. 
1871.— Enos  Koch,  David  Snyder. 
1872. — Enos  Koch,  David  Snyder. 
1873.— Tie  vote  on  Adam  Christman,  Chr.  Smith, 
Francis  Sieger. 
1874.— John  Hote,  Philip  Schoch. 
1875.— David  Snyder,  Henry  Linedecker. 
1876.— A.   D.   Christman,   Charles   Smith,   Henry 
Deppe. 
1877.— Philip  Schoch,  Henry  Deppe. 
1878.— None. 

1879.— Enos  Koch,  Henry  Linedecker. 
1880.— Philip  Shoch,  Henry  Deppe. 
1881.— A.  D.  Christman,  Charles  Smith. 
1882.— Philip  Shoch,  W.  V.  Eash. 
1883.— Enos  Koch,  Henry  Linedecker. 
Justices  of  the  Peace.— The  justices  of  the  peace 
from  1844  to  the  present  time  have  been  as  follows : 
Stephen  Gould,  March,  1844. 
John  Kelsey,  March,  1845. 
Jost  Dreisbach,  March,  1847. 
Enos  Koch,  March,  1848  (declined). 
Henry  Garmer,  March,  1849. 
Andrew  McNeal,  March,  1850. 
A.  B.  Dreisbach,  March,  1851. 
Isaac  Harleman,  March,  1851. 
Andrew  Decker,  March,  1852. 
Samuel  Siewell,  March,  1853. 
Robert  Maxwell,  March,  1853. 
Adam  Christman,  March,  1856. 
Lewis  Hawk,  March,  1856. 
George  H.  Weiss,  March,  1857. 
Jacob  Weiss,  March,  1858. 
Samuel  Hawk,  March,  1859. 
Adam  Christman,  March,  1860. 
Cornelius  Ziegenfuss,  March,  I860;  March,  1862. 


Adam  Christman,  March,  1865. 
John  Eberle,  March,  1868. 
Enos  Koch,  October,  1869  (declined). 
Adam  Christman,  October,  1869. 
Levi  Kurtner,  March,  1872. 
Adam  Christman,  March,  1875. 
A.  D.  Christman,  March,  1880. 
Charles  J.  Tidd,  March,  1880. 
J.  J.  Smith,  March,  1881. 


CHAPTER    XXIL 


BOROUGH    OP    PARUYVILLE.i 

The  borough  of  Parryville  is  situated  about  six 
miles  below  Mauch  Chunk,  and  is  bounded  on  the 
north  and  west  by  Franklin  township,  on  the  east  and 
southeast  by  Lower  Towamensing,  and  on  the  south 
by  the  Lehigh  River.  The  iirst  settlement  at  this 
locality  was  made  about  1780  by  Peter  Frantz,  and 
in  1781,  Frederick  Scheckler  and  Leonard  Beltz  had 
taken  up  land  there  and  in  the  vicinity.  Frantz  & 
Scheckler  soon  after  erected  a  stone  grist-mill  on  the 
Poho  Poco  Creek,  which  enters  the  Lehigh  River  at 
this  place.  The  property  remained  in  their  posses- 
sion until  1815,  at  which  time  it  passed  to  Jacob  and 
Peter  Stein.  The  mill  was  run  by  Jacob,  and  Peter 
built  a  large  stone  hotel,  which  is  now  in  use  for 
dwellings.  Between  the  years  1836-40  the  Pine  For- 
rest Lumber  Company  was  established  and  made  this 
place  headquarters.  Saw-,  lath-,  and  paling-mills  were 
erected  on  the  Poho  Poco  Creek,  near  the  river,  and 
the  manufacture  of  lumber  was  carried  on  extensively. 
Large  tracts  of  land  were  owned  in  the  northern  part 
of  the  county  and  in  Luzerne  County,  from  which 
the  greater  part  of  the  logs  were  obtained.  Daniel 
Parry  was  the  president  of  the  company,  and  as  the 
settlement  grew  up  around  these  mills,  the  place 
became  known  as  Parrysville,  and  finally  Parryville. 
In  1836  the  Beaver  Meadow  Railroad  Company 
completed  its  road  to  the  opposite  side  of  the  river, 
and  made  Parryville  the  terminus  and  shipping-point. 
The  coal  from  the  cars  was  here  dumped  into  the 
canal-boats  of  the  Lehigh  Coal  and  Navigation  Com- 
pany. This  business  continued  till  the  freshet  of 
Jan'  7  and  8,  1841,  when  the  wharves,  trestle-works, 
and  cbutes  were  swept  away,  and  also  the  railroad 
track  from  Parryville  to  Penn  Haven  Junction.  The 
railroad  was  not  rebuilt  from  Mauch  Chunk  to  Parry- 
ville, and  the  former  place  from  that  time  became  the 
shipping-point. 

About  the  year  1855,  Messrs.  Bowman,  Brother  & 
Co.  formed  a  copartnership,  and  established  an  anthra- 
cite blast-furnace  (now  known  as  No.  1),  which  was 
run   by  water-power   from   Poho   Poco   Creek  until 

1  By  Dennis  Bauman. 
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about  1857.  In  that  year  the  company  sold  their  in- 
terest to  a  corporation  under  the  name  of  the  "  Car- 
bon Iron  Company."  The  first  board  of  directors 
was  elected  in  August,  1857,  and  consisted  of  the  fol- 
lowing persons  :  William  Keed,  James  Dinkey,  Henry 
Bowman,  Solomon  Boyer,  David  Bowman,  John  Bow- 
man, and  Dennis  Bauman.  On  the  15th  of  August, 
Dennis  Bauman  was  elected  president,  and  A.  W. 
Butler  secretary  and  treasurer. 

Improvements  were  made  and  the  capacity  of  the 
works  increased, 'and  it  was  soon  demonstrated  that 
the  water-power  was  not  sufficient  to  furnish  the  power 
for  the  blast,  and  steam  was  introduced.  In  the  year 
1864  a  second  furnace  was  erected  (now  known  as  No. 
2),  and  in  1869  furnace  No.  3  was  built.  In  the  year 
1876  the  property  passed  to  the  "  Carbon  Iron  and 
Pipe  Company  (limited)."  A  "  pipe  plant"  was  re- 
cently erected,  and  these  works  are  now  operated  by 
the  last-named  company,  the  officers  of  which  are 
A.  A.  Douglass,  president ;  George  Euddle,  secretary ; 
and  H.  P.  Cooper,  superintendent. 

The  village  has  grown  up  as  the  result  of  the  loca- 
tion of  the  furnace  here,  and  now  contains  a  popula- 
tion of  about  eight  hundred,  and  in  addition  to  the 
furnaces  about  one  hundred  dwellings,  two  stores, 
flour  and  feed  store,  two  churches,  one  school-house 
(with  four  rooms),  a  hotel,  and  a  depot  of  the  Phila- 
delphia and  Reading  Railroad. 

The  first  road  that  passed  through  this  locality  was 
the  one  laid  out  in  1747,  and  made  in  1748,  extending 
from  Bethlehem  to  Gnadenhiitten.  It  is  known 
through  this  region  as  the  "  Fire  Line  Road,"  and 
ran  over  the  hills.  It  was  used  as  a  military  road 
from  January,  1756,  to  January,  1761,  when  Fort 
Allen  was  garrisoned.  About  1815  a  wagon-road  was 
constructed  from  Parryville  to  Lehigh  Gap,  along  the 
north  bank  of  the  Lehigh  River,  which  was  much  used. 
Many  stories  are  related  of  the  causes  that  gave  to 
the  old  road  the  name  "  Fire  Line,"  but  none  that  are 
trustworthy.  The  application  of  the  name  dates  far 
back  in  the  Indian  war  period,  between  1756  and 
1761. 

Churches. — The  first  religious  services  of  any  mo- 
ment held  at  Parryville  were  commenced  about  the 
year  1840.  At  that  time  and  for  several  years  ser- 
vices were  conducted  occasionally  at  the  school-house 
and  at  private  houses  by  Methodist  ministers  gener- 
ally from  Mauch  Chunk.  In  the  year  1858,  Parry- 
ville, Slatedale,  Wakefield,  Weissport,  and  Maria 
Furnace  were  united  in  one  circuit,  and  the  Rev. 
Jacob  Schlichter  was  placed  in  charge.  Services 
were  held  in  the  school-house,  then  recently  erected, 
and  intended  for  both  school  and  church  purposes. 
This  building  was  used  by  the  Methodists  till  1863, 
when  the  present  brick  church  edifice  was  erected. 
It  was  dedicated  by  Bishop  Scott  on  the  13th  of 
December,  1863. 

The  circuit  has  been  changed  several  times,  as  fol- 
lows: Parryville,  Weissport,  and  Slatington,  Parry- 


ville and  Lebighton.  For  a  time,  when  the  furnaces 
at  this  place  were  in  full  operation,  Parryville  became 
a  separate  station,  and  had  a  membership  of  from 
sixty  to  eighty.  About  the  year  1876,  on  account  of 
depression  in  business,  the  iron-works  suspended 
their  operations,  the  membership  declined  greatly, 
and  Parryville  became  connected  in  a  circuit  with 
Slatington,  Slatedale,  and  Maria  Furnace,  and  is  still 
in  that  circuit.  The  church  now  has  a  membership 
of  thirty-two.  A  Sunday-school  was  commenced 
upon  the  organization  of  the  church  in  1858,  and  has 
been  in  successful  operation  to  the  present,  having 
now,  including  teachers,  a  membership  of  from  eighty 
to  one  hundred  and  fifty.  The  pastors  who  have 
served  the  church  from  1858  to  the  present  time  are 
as  follows :  Revs.  Jacob  Schlichter,  William  T.  Magee, 
G.  T.  Barr,  S.  Powers,  W.  B.  Durell,  E.  Townsend, 
William  H.  Friese,  J.  Lindenmuth,  J.  P.  Miller,  L.  B. 
Brown,  L.  B.  Hofl^man,  G.  L.  ShoflTer,  Josiah  Bawden, 
William  F.  Sheperd,  and  F.  Illman. 

Schools. — The  first  school-house  was  built  of  logs, 
about  the  year  1820,  and  was  twenty-five  by  thirty 
feet,  and  one  story  in  height.  It  was  located  about 
one  hundred  yards  above  the  mouth  of  Poho  Poco 
Creek,  on  the  north  bank.  The  school  was  attended 
by  pupils  who  came  from  several  miles  around. 
School  was  taught  three  months  annually,  the  parents 
of  each  child  paying  tuition.  This  house  was  re- 
placed by  another  about  1840,  and  in  1858  the  pres- 
ent commodious  building  was  erected  for  school  and 
church  purposes. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1867,  Parryville  became  an 
independent  school  district,  and  the  following  direc- 
tors were  elected  in  that  year :  Dennis  Bauman,  James 
Thomas,  James  Anthony,  Jacob  Peters,  Samuel  Davis, 
Thomas  Petit.  Since  1875  the  directors  have  been  as 
follows : 

1875.— W.  W.  Bauman,  A.  T.  Peiffer,  George  Davis, 
George  F.  Anthony,  C.  Rinker,  J.  A.  Koch. 

1876.— Charles  Raddetz,  L.  F.  Remely. 

1877.— Robert  Peters,  J.  L.  Miller,  G.  W.  Bauman, 
William  Romig. 

1878.— Charles  Raddetz,  William  Blose. 

1879. — None  reported. 

1880.— H.  P.  Cooper,  William  Bamford. 

1881.— Jacob  Peters,  G.  W.  Bauman,  W.  L.  Kutz. 

1882.— John  Pickford,  Charles  Saeger. 

1883.— H.  P.  Cooper,  John  D.  Kistler. 

The  borough  of  Parryville  was  incorporated  by  the 
court  of  Carbon  County  early  in  the  year  1875,  and 
the  first  election  ordered  to  be  held  in  February  of 
that  year. 

The  following  are  the  names  of  those  who  have 
served  as  burgesses,  councilmen,  and  justices  of  the 
peace : 

Burgesses. 
1875-78. — Dennis  Bauman. 
1879-80.— Jacob  Peters. 
1881-83.— H.  P.  Cooper. 
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Council. 

1875.— A.  T.  Pieffer,  A.  R.  Snyder,  Charles  Belford, 
George  Davis,  J.  E.  Beltz. 

1876.— Jacob  Peters,  G.  P.  Anthony,  Charles  Ead- 
detz,  Harrison  Wentz,  A.  T.  Pieffer. 

1877. — Jacob  Peters,  Stephen  Snyder. 

1878.— A.  R.  Snyder,  Jacob  Peters,  Jonas  Beltz, 
Charles  Eaddetz,  William  Blose. 

1879.— Dennis  Baunian,  Harrison  Wentz,  J.  L. 
Miller,  William  Rinker. 

1880.— William  Rinker,  John  Petit,  John  Strickler, 
Jr.,  Jacob  Becker,  John  Pickford,  Henry  Milheim. 

1881.— John  Pickford,  Dennis  Wentz,  William 
Blose,  Jacob  Peters,  Dennis  Bauman,  Henry  Milheim. 

1882.— Jacob  Peters,  C.  J.  Mantz,  John  Pickford, 
Dennis  Bauman,  Beden  Snyder,  W.  D.  Kutz. 

1883.— Jacob  Peters,  Henry  Sleider,  James  An- 
drews, Frank  P.  Boyer,  Dennis  Bauman,  Thomas 
Thomas. 

Justices  of  the  Peace. 

1875. — George  F.  Anthony,  Daniel  Wentz. 

1877. — James  M.  Bauman. 

1879. — Dennis  Bauman. 

1880.— William  B.  Anthony. 

1882.— Harrison  Wentz. 

1883. — Solomon  Reiner. 


BIOGRAPHICAL    SKETCH. 


JUDGE    DENNIS    BAUMAN. 

The  ancestors  of  the  Bauman  family  emigrated 
from  Germany.  Henry  Bauman,  the  grandfather  of 
Dennis,  was  among  the  first  settlers  of  Northampton 
County  north  of  the  Blue  Mountains,  in  Towamensing 
township,  now  Lower  Towamensing  township.  Car- 
bon Co.  The  place  he  chose  for  settlement  was  about 
two  miles  north  of  Lehigh  Gap,  near  where  the  Luth- 
eran and  German  Reformed  Church  now  stands. 
The  first  thing  he  did  was  to  clear  land,  thus  making 
a  farm  for  himself  and  family.  He  also  followed  the 
lumbering  business,  and  spent  much  time  in  hunting 
and  trapping.  His  family  consisted  of  four  children, 
equally  divided  in  sex.  In  those  days  the  settlers 
were  frequently  persecuted  by  the  Indians,  so  much 
so  that  at  one  time  Mr.  Bauman  was  forced  to  send 
his  wife  and  family  to  a  place  near  Easton  for  safety. 
When  his  sons  arrived  at  the  age  of  maturity  they 
were  married.  The  oldest,  John  D.,  father  of  Den- 
nis, was  born  about  the  year  1772,  and  in  1796  settled 
in  a  place  now  known  as  Bowmansville.  His  house 
was  built  of  logs,  and  to-day  near  the  place  stands 
the  elegant  residence  of  his  youngest  son,  Josiah. 
He  then  became  engaged  in  clearing  a  farm  and  lum- 
bering, and,  as  his  father  before  him  had  done, 
spent  much  time  in  hunting  and  trapping.  In  1808 
he  built  a  large  stone  house,  in  front  of  which  ran 


the  old  turnpike  from  Berwick  to  Easton.  He  ob- 
tained license,  and  from  that  time  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  in  1853,  kept  the  hotel,  which  to-day 
is  still  used  as  the  same.  Mr.  Bauman  was  an  active, 
intelligent  business  man,  and  in  all  his  undertakings 
was  successful.  He  was  one  of  the  leading  citizens 
of  that  county;  was  also  elected  at  one  time  county 
commissioner  for  three  years,  which  term  of  public 
office  he  very  creditably  filled.  He  was  loved  and 
respected  by  all  who  knew  him.  He  was  the  father 
of  twelve  children,— eight  sons  and  four  daughters, 
— five  of  whom  are  now  dead. 

Henry  Bauman,  his  brother,  settled  on  a  farm  about 
one  mile  north  of  Lehigh  Gap,  on  the  north  bank  of 
the  Lehigh  River,  where  he  spent  his  entire  lifetime. 
He  too  reared  a  large  family,  and  died  at  the  age  of 
ninety-two. 

Dennis  Bauman,  the  seventh  in  succession,  and  son 
of  the  late  John  D.  Bauman,  was  born  April  10,  1819, 
at  Bowmansville,  then  Northampton  County,  now 
Carbon. 

His  early  life  was  spent  at  home,  assisting  his 
father  with  his  farming  and  lumbering.  In  those 
days  an  education  was  not  as  easily  obtained  as  it  is 
to-day.  While  at  home  he  attended  the  three  months 
of  winter  school  until  he  was  sixteen  years  old,  when 
he  went  to  Mauch  Chunk  for  a  period  of  four  months. 
Mauch  Chunk  was  seven  miles  from  home,  so  he 
boarded  there  during  the  week,  going  home  on  Satur- 
day and  returning  Monday  morning  by  stage.  At 
the  age  of  twenty  he  felt  the  need  of  a  better  educa- 
tion. He  then  went  to  boarding-school  at  Line  Lex- 
ington, Bucks  Co.,  Pa.,  for  two  successive  winters, 
each  term  consisting  of  four  months.  By  these  means 
he  obtained  a  fair  English  education.  Among  the 
other  studies  which  he  mastered  was  surveying,  which 
he  put  into  practice  soon  after  his  return  from  school, 
and  followed  it  closely  and  carefully,  with  consider- 
able success,  for  nine  years.  In  the  mean  time  he  was 
appointed  by  Governor  Shunk  as  deputy  surveyor  for 
Carbon  County.  At  this  time  surveyors  were  ap- 
pointed by  the  Governor.  Mr.  Bauman  was  actively 
engaged  in  his  profession  all  over  the  country  until 
about  the  year  1850,  when  he  was  elected  prothono- 
tary  for  Carbon  County,  and  served  in  this  capacity 
for  a  full  term  of  three  years,  when  he  was  re-elected 
without  any  opposition  for  another  term  of  three 
years,  which  he  filled  acceptably  to  the  public  and 
with  great  credit  to  himself.  About  a  year  later  he 
was  elected  as  one  of  the  associate  judges  of  Carbon 
County,  and  sat  on  the  bench  with  Hon.  Judge  Bar- 
rett for  a  term  of  five  years.  About  the  year  1855  he 
connected  himself  with  the  firm  of  Bowman  Brothers 
&  Co.,  at  Parryville,  and  became  one  of  the  most  ac- 
tive members  in  erecting  an  anthracite  blast-furnace 
at  Parryville.  In  this  firm  he  continued  as  the  act- 
ing financial  member  until  the  year  1857,  when  the 
company  dissolved  their  copartnership,  and  .in  its 
place  was  organized  and  incorporated  the  Carbon  Iron 
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Company,  of  which  Mr.  Bauman  was  chosen  presi- 
dent, being  re-elected  from  year  to  year  until  the 
great  financial  panic  of  1876.  This  company  having 
two  anthracite  blast-furnaces,  and  part  of  the  time 
three,  in  operation,  it  necessarily  required  all  of  Mr. 
Bauman's  time  as  its  president  in  attending  to  its 
affairs,  so  he  withdrew  from  the  political  field.  About 
the  year  1876,  owing  to  the  effects  of  the  panic  of 
1873,  this  company  was  unfortunate  in  being  forced 
into  dissolution,  since  which  he  has  lived  a  reitired 
life,  looking  after  his  private  affairs,  giving  some  of 
hig  time  to  the  procuring  of  iron  ore  for  the  furnaces 
of  the  Carbon  Iron  and  Pipe  Company.  He  lias  also 
served  a  term  of  five  years  as  justice  of  the  peace  in 
the  borough  of  Parry  ville.  He  is  connected  with  the 
Carbon  Metallic  Paint  Company ;  has  been  its  secre- 
tary and  treasurer  for  a  number  of  years,  which  office 
he  is  now  filling.  About  the  year  1875,  Parryville 
was  incorporated  as  a  borough,  the  citizens  showing 
their  appreciation  by  electing  him  their  chief  bur- 
gess, re-electing  him  until  the  year  1881,  when  he  de- 
clined further  re-election,  but  continued  in  the  board 
of  council  ever  since.  He  has  also  been  director  of 
the  First  National  Bank  of  Lehighton  since  its  or- 
ganization in  1875.  Mr.  Bauman  married  Mary, 
daughter  of  Henry  Kress,  whose  occupation  was 
farming,  residing  near  Cherryville,  in  Northampton 
County.  The  issue  of  their  union  was  four  sons  and 
one  daughter.  His  fourth  child,  Albert  L.,  died  at 
the  early  age  of  eighteen. 

Mr.  Bauman  took  fatherly  pride  in  giving  his  chil- 
dren good  educations,  who  to-day  are  filling  positions 
of  honor  and  trust.  He  has  been  a  faithful  worker 
and  earnest  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  and  Sunday-school  since  1858,  having  filled 
all  of  the  offices  of  trust  in  those  societies.  Judge 
Bauman  is  a  fair  type  of  a  true  American  citizen, — a 
man  who  has  been  prospered  in  many  ways,  one  who 
enjoys  the  confidence  of  all  who  know  him,  a  man 
whose  sterling  worth  and  integrity  is  worthy  of  ex- 
ample. 


CHAPTER    XXIII. 

LOWER    TOWAMENSING    TOWNSHIP.i 

This  township  lies  on  the  south  border  of  tho 
county,  and  is  bounded  on  the  south  by  the  Blue 
Ridge  or  Kittatinny  Mountains  and  Northampton 
County,  on  the  east  by  Monroe  County,  on  the  north 
by  Franklin  and  Towamensing  townships,  and  on  the 
west  by  Lehigh  River  and  East  Penn  township. 

The  principal  stream  within  its  limits  is  the  Aqua- 
shicola,  which  rises  in  Monroe  County,  flows  easterly 
along  the  base  of  the  Blue  Ridge,  and  enters  the  Le- 
high at  Lehigh  Gap. 


'  By  Ool.  John  Craig. 


The  township  was  set  off"  from  Towamensing  with 
its  present  territories  between  November,  1840,  and 
March,  1841,  as  in  that  month  the  name  of  Lower 
Towamensing  is  first  found  in  official  records  of  North- 
ampton County.  An  effort  was  made  in  1851  to  again 
divide  the  township.  Commissioners  were  appointed, 
who  were  to  report  at  the  March  term  of  court. 
Their  time  was  extended  to  September  term.  No 
further  mention  of  the  matter  is  in  the  records,  and 
the  effort  failed. 

Early  Settlements. — The  families  of  Boyer,  Bau- 
man or  Bowman,  Mehrkem,  and  Strohl  are  the  only 
ones  of  the  early  families  whose  descendants  are  to- 
day residents  of  the  township.  A  few  dates  gleaned 
from  deeds  and  old  papers,  a  few  traditions  handed 
down  from  generation  to  generation,  are  all  that  re- 
main of  the  pioneers  of  the  ''  wilderness"  above  the 
Blue  Ridge.  Were  it  not  for  assessment-rolls  and  old 
deeds  their  very  names  would  be  forgotten. 

The  first  mention  of  one  who  settled  within  the 
present  limits  is  in  court  records  of  Northampton 
County,  of  the  October  term  of  1752,  when  Nicholas 
Opplinger  was  appointed  constable.  Mention  is  again 
made  of  him  by  Benjamin  Franklin,  in  a  letter  to  Gov- 
ernor Morris,  dated  Fort  Allen,  Jan.  26, 1766,  who  says, 
speaking  of  the  march  of  the  troops  from  Bethlehem 
to  Gnadenhtitten,  where  they  erected  a  fort,  "  We 
marched  cautiously  through  the  gap  of  the  mountain, 
a  very  dangerous  pass,  and  got  to  Uplinger's  (Opp- 
linger), but  twenty  miles  from  Bethlehem.  .  .  .  There 
were  no  habitations  on  the  road  to  shelter  us  until  we 
arrived  near  at  the  house  of  a  German,  where  and  on 
his  farm  we  were  all  huddled  together.  .  .  .  The  next 
day  being  fair  we  continued  our  march,  and  arrived 
at  the  desolate  Gnadenhiitten." 

The  general  impression  has  been  entertained  that 
Nicholas  Upplinger,  or  Opplinger,  lived  on  the  hill 
above  the  Snyder  mill,  but  a  draft,  made  in  1791, 
shows  that  Upplinger  had  two  tracts  of  land,  one  at 
the  Gap  between  the  tract  now  owned  by  Col.  John 
Craig,  and  the  Snyder  mill ;  the  other,  warranted  June 
12,  1751,  lay  above  Millport,  and  contained  twenty- 
six  acres.  The  tract  that  lies  down  by  the  Gap  is  on 
the  line  of  the  road  up  to  Gnadenhiitten  (Lehighton). 
The  draft  above  referred  to  (in  possession  of  Col. 
Craig)  also  says,  speaking  of  the  road  that  passed  up 
the  river,  that  there  was  barely  room  for  the  road 
between  the  rocks  and  the  river. 

The  impression  also  has  gained  that  at  the  Gap  the 
road  laid  out  in  1747,  and  continued  as  a  military  road 
till  1761,  turned  and  went  up  the  Aquashicola  and 
passed  round  the  hill,  but  the  remarks  in  the  draft  of 
1791  prove  conclusively  that  the  early  road  at  that 
time  did  go  along  the  river-bank.  Soon  after  1791  a 
road  was  used  on  the  south  side  of  the  Aquashicola 
Creek,  as  far  up  as  the  bend  of  the  river,  near  the 
Snyder  mill.  About  1800  it  was  changed  to  the 
north  side.  On  this  draft  occurs  the  name  of  Na- 
thaniel Irish,  as  owning  a  large  tract  of  land.     He 
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resided  near  Bethlehem,  and  was  living  there  in  1741, 
when  the  first  house  was  erected  at  that  place.  At  the 
time  Franklin  passed  through  here  there  was  no  house 
between  the  Gap  and  Lehigh  ton.  The  Mehrkein 
family,  if  they  were  here  at  the  time,  were  living 
back  from  the  river,  where  they  settled.  The  Boyer 
family  was  broken  up,  and  nothing  is  known  of  the 
precise  time  when  the  Baumans  and  Strohls  came  in. 

The  Christian  name  of  the  Boyer  who  came  to  this 
township,  with  his  wife  and  two  or  three  children, 
before  1755,  is  not  known.  He  had  taken  up  a  tract 
of  land  now  owned  by  Josiah  Arner,  James  Ziegen- 
fuss,  and  George  Kunkle.  At  this  farm  they  were 
hving  in  1755,  when  the  Indian  troubles  commenced. 
The  family  had  gathered  with  other  families  at  the 
place  novp  occupied  by  Charles  Straub,  where  a  block- 
house was  erected  for  protection.  How  many  fam- 
ilies, or  who  they  were,  with  the  exception  of  the 
Boyers,  is  not  known.  No  traditions  are  among  the 
Mehrkems  or  Baumans  that  their  families  were  gath- 
ered in  the  block-house  at  the  time  the  Boyers  were 
there.  Mrs.  Nicholas  D.  Strohl,  a  granddaughter  of 
Frederick  Boyer,  was  brought  up  in  her  grandfather's 
family,  and  relates  that  while  the  families  were  at  the 
block-house,  Mr.  Boyer,  one  morning,  went  up  to  the 
farm  with  his  son,  Frederick,  then  thirteen  years  of 
age,  and  the  other  children,  to  attend  to  the  crops. 
Mr.  Boyer  was  plowing  and  Fred  was  hoeing  pota- 
toes, while  the  children  were  in  the  house  or  playing 
near  by.  Without  any  warning  they  were  surprised 
by  the  appearance  of  Indians.  Mr.  Boyer  saw  them 
first,  and  called  to  Fred  to  run.  Mr.  Boyer  first  ran 
towards  the  house.  Finding  he  could  not  reach  it  he 
ran  for  the  creek,  and  vi^sls  shot  through  the  head  as 
he  reached  the  farther  side.  Fred  had  escaped  to  the 
wheat-field,  but  was  captured  and  brought  back.  The 
Indians  scalped  his  father  in  his  presence.  They  took 
the  horses  from  the  plow,  his  sisters  and  himself,  and 
started  for  Stone  Hill,  in  the  rear  of  the  house.  After 
reaching  the  level  land  on  the  top  they  were  joined 
by  another  party  of  Indians  and  marched  northward 
to  Canada.  The  sisters,  in  the  march,  were  separated 
from  their  brother  and  were  never  afterwards  heard 
from.  Frederick  was  a  prisoner  with  the  French  and 
Indians  in  Canada  for  five  years,  and  was  then  sent  to 
Philadelphia.  Nothing  was  ever  learned  of  the  fate 
of  Mrs.  Boyer  or  of  the  other  families  who  remained 
at  the  block-house. 

After  reaching  Philadelphia,  Frederick  made  his 
way  to  Lehigh  Gap  and  took  possession  of  the  farm. 
Soon  after  his  return  he  married  a  daughter  of  Con- 
rad Mehrkem,  then  living  in  the  township.  They 
had  four  sons — John,  George,  Henry,  and  Andrew — 
and  four  daughters, — Mary  (Mrs.  Joseph  Buck),  Susan 
(Mrs.  Hess),  Elizabeth  (Mrs.  Leonard  Beltz),  and 
Catharine  (Mrs.  Andrew  Ziegenfuss  and  Mrs.  Len- 
hart).  Frederick  Boyer  died  Oct.  31,  1832,  aged 
eighty-nine  years.  It  is  stated  on  his  tombstone  that 
he  was  born  in  1732.    This  is  evidently  a  mistake,  as 


it  is  admitted  he  was  but  a  lad  when  he  was  captured. 
There  were  no  troubles  with  the  Indiana  prior  to  1755, 
when  the  defeat  of  Braddock  took  place  and  the 
Indians  were  incited  to  deeds  of  violence. 

In  the  year  1822  the  Boyer  farm  was  divided  by 
Frederick  Boyer  between  the  sons  and  Mrs.  Andrew 
Ziegenfuss. 

John  Boyer,  the  eldest,  married  Elizabeth  Snyder, 
a  daughter  of  one  of  the  family  who  lived  at  or  near 
the  Gap.  His  son  Daniel  resides  in  the  township, 
and  Jacob  lives  at  Weissport. 

George  was  born  in  1768,  and  died  in  1861,  aged 
ninety-tbree  years.  He  married  Christiana  Klein 
and  settled  on  the  homestead.  His  sons,  Adam  and 
William,  live  in  the  township,  and  Jacob  resides  in 
Franklin  township. 

Henry  married  Magdalena  Strohl  and  settled  on 
part  of  the  homestead.  Of  their  sons,  Henry  resides 
at  Weissport  and  Joseph  and  Reuben  live  in  Franklin 
township. 

Andrew  married  Mary  Greensweig  and  settled  at 
Little  Gap.  Of  his  sons,  John,  the  eldest,  emigrated 
to  the  West,  Andrew,  Daniel,  and  Frederick  settled  in 
the  township,  as  did  also  Mrs.  Buck,  a  daughter. 

Andrew  Ziegenfuss,  with  his  wife,  settled  on  that 
part  of  the  homestead  left  her  by  her  father.  James 
Ziegenfuss,  their  son,  now  lives  on  the  place. 

Another  daughter  of  Frederick  married  Peter  Len- 
hart ;  their  daughter  became  the  wife  of  Nicholas  D. 
Strohl.     She  is  now  living  at  an  advanced  age. 

Conrad  Mehrkem  was  living  in  the  township  before 
1763,  as  in.  that  year  he  was  appointed  constable  of 
Towamensing.  He  lived  in  the  western  part  of  the 
township.  In  the  assessment-roll  of  1781  Conrad 
Mehrkem  is  assessed  on  real  estate,  and  Jacob  appears 
as  a  single  man.  His  sons  were  Jacob  and  Abraham. 
A  daughter  married  Frederick  Boyer,  soon  after  his 
return  from  Canada,  in  1761.  They  settled  on  the 
Boyer  farm. 

Jacob  married  a  Miss  Smith,  by  whom  he  had  two 
sons,  Jacob  and  Conrad,  and  five  daughters.  One 
married  a  Nicholas  Box,  who  owned  real  estate  in  1781 ; 
Susan  and  Kate  remained  unmarried ;  Mary  became 
the  wife  of  Mr.  Heimbach. 

Jacob  settled  at  or  near  Little  Gap,  where  he  died, 
leaving  a  widow  and  children.  Christian  Mehrkem, 
living  on  the  old  farm,  is  a  son  of  Jacob. 

Conrad,  a  son  of  Jacob,  and  brother  of  Jacob,  mar- 
ried Christina  Greensweig,  daughter  of  David  Green- 
sweig, and  settled  on  the  old  place.  He  died  at  the 
age  of  seventy-eight  years.  His  widow,  now  ninety- 
two  years  of  age,  is  living  at  Bowmansville.  Adam 
Mehrkem,  of  Millport,  is  a  son. 

Gottfried  Greensweig  was  a  resident  of  the  township 
before  1781.  His  sons  were  Jonas,  Henry,  David, 
Tobias,  Gottfried,  and  Jonathan.  With  the  exception 
of  Jonathan,  who  emigrated  to  the  West,  they  all 
settled  in  this  and  adjoining  townships.  Mrs.  Conrad 
Mehrkem  and  John  Greensweig,  father  of  Benjamin 
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Greensweig,  of  Towamensing,  were  children  of  David 
Greensweig. 

The  first  of  the  family  of  Strohl  of  which  any- 
thing definite  has  been  obtained  is  the  appointment 
of  Peter  Strohl  as  constable  of  Towamensing  in  1764. 
On  the  30th  of  October,  1765,  Peter  Strohl  took  out  a 
warrant  for  two  hundred  and  forty-six  acres  of  land, 
now  owned  by  Reuben  Ziegenfuss,  Oscar  Kern,  Jere- 
miah Kern,  Levi  Straub,  Wilson  Mushlitz,  John 
Craig,  and  the  congregation  of  St.  John's  Lutheran 
and  German  Reformed  Church.  In  1781  the  names 
of  Peter,  Michael,  Elizabeth,  and  Daniel  Strohl  ap- 
pear on  the  assessment-roll  as  owning  real  estate. 
Nicholas  Strohl,  who  died  in  1875,  at  seventy-four 
years  of  age,  was  the  father  of  thirty  children,  twenty- 
three  of  whom  were  living  at  that  time. 

Very  soon  after  1781  two  brothers,  Jacob  and  Nich- 
olas Snyder,  came  into  possession  of  three  hundred 
and  ten  acres  of  land  on  the  north  side  of  Aquash- 
icola  Creek,  embracing  the  mineral  spring  laid  down 
in  Scull's  map  of  1759.'  The  mill  on  the  creek,  a 
short  distance  above  the  mouth  of  the  creek,  was 
built  by  them,  and  is  now  owned  by  Solomon  Snyder. 

In  1806  the  property  was  surveyed,  and  the  mineral 
spring  was  analyzed  by  Thomas  E.  James,  of  the 
University  of  Pennsylvania.  He  made  a  report  of 
its  waters  February  24th  of  that  year,  and  later  Alex- 
ander Boyd,  a  coal  operator  of  Philadelphia,  certified 
,that  he  had  known  of  the  spring  and  its  healing  qual- 
ities for  many  years. 

Bath-houses  were  erected,  and  it  was  used  as  a 
summer  resort,  but  for  only  a  short  time. 

On  the  19th  of  November,  1807,  a  deed  of  partition 
was  made  by  the  brothers,  Nicholas  and  Jacob,  and 
the  land  was  divided.  Jacob  married  the  daughter 
of  Henry  Bauman,  and  in  the  division  took  the 
property  on  the  creek,  including  the  mill,  and  lived 
at  the  mill  and  kept  it  until  his  death,  in  1813,  aged 
fifty-three  years.  He  left  seven  children,— Daniel, 
Mary  C.  (Mrs.  John  Kuntz),  Jacob,  John,  Stephen, 
Simon,  and  Solomon. 

Daniel,  the  eldest,  was  born  in  1794,  and  emigrated 
to  the  West.  Jacob  married  a  daughter  of  Henry 
Bauman,  lived  at  the  mill  about  thirty  years,  and 
moved  farther  up  on  the  road,  where  he  built  a  stone 
house.  He  became  interested  in  the  Evangelical  As- 
sociation, was  prominent  in  the  organization  of  the 
society,  and  building  of  the  church  in  1844.  He 
became  a  local  preacher  in  the  Association,  and  later 
in  life  moved  to  Parryville,  where  he  died.  Stephen 
now  resides  at  Parryville.  Solomon,  the  youngest 
son,  owns  the  mill  property  and  lives  there. 

The  spring  property  was  bought  by  James  Ruther- 
ford of  Stephen  Snyder.  Nicholas  Snyder,  who  had 
a  portion  of  the  property,  bought  from  his  brother's 
three  sons,— Peter,  Nicholas,  and  Jacob.  Nicholas 
and  Jacob  removed  to  Crawford  County,  Pa.  ;  Peter 


1  It  is  supposed  tho  Snyder  tract  was  warranted  by  Michael  Beltz, 


settled  here,  and  had  children,  none  of  whom  are  in 
the  township.  Lewis,  a  grandson  of  Peter,  resides  in 
Bethlehem. 

The  date  of  settlement  of  the  Baiimans  is  unknown. 

Honstetter  Bauman  is  a  name  found  in  an  old 
draft  as  owning  land  that  in  1791  belonged  to  Ber- 
nard Bauman.  In  1781  the  name  of  Henry  Bauman 
appears.  On  the  22d  of  May,  1788,  Bernard  Bauman 
took  a  warrant  for  one  hundred  acres  of  land  at  Le- 
high Gap.  On  the  18th  of  November,  1808,  he  sold 
thirty  acres  of  the  tract  to  Joseph  Bauman,  who  built 
the  stone  tavern  at  the  Gap,  and  lived  there  until  1814, 
and  on  the  15th  of  March  in  that  year  he  sold  it  to 
Thomas  Craig,  in  whose  possession  and  that  of  his 
descendants  it  has  been  retained  to  the  present. 

In  an  old  draft  it  is  mentioned  that  the  Snyders 
were  in  possession  of  this  tract,  but  it  does  not  appear 
that  they  warranted  the  tract. 

Nothing  is  known  of  who  were  the  descendants  of 
Honstetter,  Bernard,  or  Joseph  Bauman.  Henry 
Bauman,  supposed  to  be  a  brother  of  Bernard,  had 
two  sons,  John  D.  and  Henry  Bowman. 

John  D.  Bowman  settled  at  what  is  now  Bowmans- 
ville,  and  in  1808  built  the  stone  hotel.  He  built  the 
road  along  the  river  in  1808,  when  the  Lehigh  and 
Susquehanna  turnpike  was  put  through.  He  kept 
the  hotel  at  this  place,  and  died  here.  He  had  eight 
sons, — Jacob,  John,  Jonas,  David,  Henry,  Peter, 
Dennis,  and  Josiah. 

Jacob  settled  at  Millport,  John  and  Dennis  at 
Parryville,  Jonas,  David,  and  Peter  at  Mahanoy 
City,  and  Henry  and  Josiah  at  Bowmansville. 

Of  the  daughters  of  John  D.  Bowman,  Kate  mar- 
ried Jonas  Peter,  and  settled  in  Heidelberg ;  Susanna 
became  the  wife  of  Jonas  Andreas,  of  East  Penn 
township;  Sarah  married  Daniel  Kieper,  of  Allen- 
town;  and  Rebecca,  James  Dinkey,  of  Easton. 

Henry  Bowman,  the  brother  of  John  D.,  settled  at 
what  was  known  as  Hassertville,  and  owned  land  on 
the  other  side  of  the  river,  opposite  where  his  son 
Joseph  now  lives.  Daniel,  Adam,  William,  and 
Joseph  are  sons  of  Henry.  Of  the  daughters  of 
Henry,  Sarah  married  Reuben  Hagenbuch,  who 
kept  hotel  for  many  years  at  Lehighton,  and  later 

kept  the  lock  at  Bowmansville.   Susanna  married 

Berlin,  who  kept  tavern  near  Kresgeville.  Another 
married  a  Mr.  Butler,  of  Nesquehoning.  Rachel  be- 
came Mrs.  Jonathan  Haintz,  of  East  Penn.  Mary 
married  August  Lehr,  who  for  some  years  kept  a 
tavern  at  Hassertsville,  and  Rebecca  married  Dr. 
Yarrington,  of  Easton. 

In  the  year  1806,  George  Ziegenfuss,  a  miller  by 
trade,  came  to  Aquashicola  Creek  and  built  there  a 
mill,  around  which  grew  up  the  village  of  Millport. 
He  lived  at  the  place  the  remainder  of  his  days,  and 
left  seven  sons,— John,  Daniel,  George,  David,  Simon, 
Charles,  and  Samuel. 

John  remained  on  the  farm  at  Millport,  and  died 
in  1869.     Daniel  located  in  Philadelphia,  and  later 
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went  to  Mexico.  Samuel  became  connected  with  tlie 
Ashland  Forge  and  Furnace,  under  Joseph  J.  Al- 
bright, and  remained  there  till  1872,  the  former  having 
been  long  discontinued.  From  that  time  Samuel 
Ziegenfuss  has  resided  in  Millport.  The  other  sons 
of  George  Ziegenfuss  went  to  other  parts. 

Early  Roads. — The  first  road  in  the  territory  now 
Lower  Towamensing  was  from  Bethlehem  to  Guaden- 
hiitten,  the  mission  of  the  Moravians,  at  what  is  now 
Lehighton. 

The  route  on  which  this  road  was  laid  out  in  1747 
was  first  traveled  by  Count  Zinzendorf  in  1742,  when 
he  and  his  party  held  a  treaty  with  the  Indians,  at 
what  four  years  later  became  Gnadenhiitten.  This 
road  was  used  by  the  Moravians  until  the  destruction 
of  the  mission,  in  1755.  It  was  traveled  by  Franklin 
and  his  troops  on  their  way  to  build  Fort  Allen,  in 
January,  1756,  and  used  as  a  military  road  from  that 
time  to  1761.  No  mention  is  made  of  its  use  for 
twenty  years  after.  The  route  originally  ran  along 
the  bank  of  the  river,  but  from  time  to  time  it  has 
been  changed  in  places  to  higher  ground  and  a  better 
road-bed.  It  became  a  part  of  the  line,  in  1806,  of 
what  was  known  as  the  Lehigh  and  Susquehanna 
turnpike,  or  the  road  from  Easton  to  Berwick.  About 
1790  a  road  was  laid  out  up  the  valley  of  the  Aquash- 
icola  Creek,  which  is  still  in  use. 

Clarissa  Forge  and  Furnace  (later  Ashland).— 
David  Heimbach,  owner  of  Hampton  Furnace,  Lehigh 
County,  and  his  son,  David,  erected  a  forge  between 
1817-20  on  the  Aquashicola  Creek,  about  a  mile 
northeast  from  Little  Gap,  on  property  now  owned 
by  Samuel  Ziegenfuss. 

Pig-iron  was  brought  from  Oley,  Berks  Co.  Charles 
Belfort,  now  living  at  Parryville,  remembers  when 
his  father  was  an  assistant  at  the  building  of  the  race 
and  dam  for  the  forge,  and  he  himself  worked  at  the 
forge  in  1830.  In  1827,  David  Heimbach,  the  younger, 
erected  a  furnace  near  the  forge,  which  he  named 
"  Clarissa"  in  honor  of  his  wife.  Ores  were  brought 
from  Whitehall  by  boat  to  Lehigh  Gap,  and  thence 
six  miles  to  the  furnace.  The  furnace  was  eight  feet 
in  the  bosh.  John  Bachman,  a  brother-in-law  of 
Heimbach,  was  superintendent.  In  the  next  year, 
1834,  David  and  John  Heimbach  (of  the  "New 
Hampton"  Furnace,  later  the  "Maria")  attended  the 
funeral  of  their  father  in  Allentown,  where  he  had 
lived,  and  shortly  after  their  return  were  taken  with 
typhoid  fever,  from  which  they  both  died,  David  at 
night  and  John  the  next  morning.  Whether  the 
furnace  was  continued  by  the  estate  is  not  known, 
but  on  the  26th  of  January,  1837,  the  property  was 
purchased  by  Joseph  J.  Albright,  Samuel  P.  Temple- 
ton,  and  Jacob  Rice,  ironmasters.  Mr.  Albright  had 
been  assistant  manager  of  the  "Oxford"  Furnace, 
New  Jersey,  from  1881  to  1834,  and  manager  of  the 
"Catharine"  Furnace,  at  Easton,  Pa.,  from  1834  to 
1837.  While  he  was  in  connection  with  the  "  Cath- 
arine" Furnace  he  learned  through  the  Journal  of  the 


Fraiildin  Institute  the  discovery  of  the  hot-blast  by 
Mr.  Crane,  of  Wales.  The  idea  struck  him  as  favor- 
able, and  with  William  Henry,  then  carrying  on  the 
"  Oxford"  Furnace,  New  Jersey,  at  their  own  expense, 
introduced  the  hot-blast  at  the  Oxford  Furnace,  which, 
however,  proved  a  failure.  Mr.  Albright  then  made 
designs  for  pipes,  which  were  cast  by  Banetz  &  Gang- 
were,  of  Easton,  which  were  used  in  the  "  Catharine" 
Furnace  with  good  results,  and  were  continued  until 
the  works  were  abandoned.  Mr.  Albright  took  the 
management  of  the  "  Clarissa"  Furnace  and  Forges 
upon  its  purchase.  He  being  a  strong  Henry  Clay 
Whig,  changed  the  name  from  Clarissa  to  "  Ashland 
Iron-Works." 

They  were  worked  successfully  until  January,  1841, 
when  the  works  were  entirely  washed  away  by  the 
flood  of  that  year. 

This  disaster,  though  so  great,  did  not  deter  them 
from  again  endeavoring  to  carry  on  business  at  that 
place.  The  furnace  was  not  again  rebuilt,  but  in  one 
year  from  its  destruction  the  forge  was  rebuilt  with 
enlarged  capacity.  It  was  scarcely  completed  when 
it  was  partially  destroyed  by  fire,  and  again  repaired 
and  work  resumed,  and  was  conducted  by  him  till 
1851,  when  Mr.  Albright  was  called  to  take  the  man- 
agement of  the  coal-mines  of  the  Delaware,  Lacka- 
wanna and  Western  Eailroad  Company,  and  the  fur- 
nace passed  into  other  hands,  and  later  to  Cooper  & 
Hewett,  and  closed  about  1860.  Samuel  Ziegenfuss, 
the  present  owner  of  the  property,  was  clerk  at  the 
forge  in  1856.  At  that  time  ten  men  were  employed 
in  the  forge  and  ten  others  in  connection.  Four  fires 
were  used  in  drawing  iron,  and  one  on  blooms. 

In  1844,  Mr.  Albright,  in  connection  with  Hon.  H. 
D.  Maxwell  and  Samuel  Sherrard,  purchased  a  large 
tract  of  land  near  Natural  Bridge,  Va.,  on  which  were 
furnaces.  This  venture  was  not  successful,  and  he  re- 
turned in  1849  to  the  Ashland  Iron-Works,  which 
had  not,  however,  ceased  work. 

The  following  are  the  names  and  occupations  of 
those  who  appear  on  the  assessment-roll  of  Lower 
Towamensing  in  1843-44 : 

John  D.  Bauman,  tavern-keeper. 

Nathaniel  Anthony,  forgeman,  100  acres. 

Joseph  J.  Albright,  merchant,  519  acres,  forge  and 
steel-factory  and  saw-mill. 

John  Anthony,  Jr.,  saw-mill. 

Benjamin  Andreas,  tailoir. 

Jonas  Arner,  carpenter. 

Enos  Alan  Carter. 

Joseph  Bock,  farmer,  115  acres. 

Simon  Brown,  86  acres. 

Daniel  Blose,  farmer,  29  acres. 

Adam  Brown,  50  acres. 

John  Balliet,  14  acres,  tailor. 

George  Boyer,  29  acres. 

Henry  Bauman,  lawyer,  29  acres. 

John  Boyer,  farmer,  29  acres. 

John  A.  Boyer,  farmer,  43  acres. 
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Dennis  Bauman,  surveyor. 

John  D.  Bauman,  innkeeper,  660  acres  and  a  saw- 
mill. 

Jacob  Brown,  carpenter. 

Henry  Boyer,  farmer.  111  acres. 

Jacob  Boyer,  farmer,  45  acres. 

Samuel  Behler,  farmer,  74  acres. 

Bohler  &  Strohl,  100  acres. 

John  Betty,  Jr.,  tanner. 

Boltz  &  Strohl,  190  acres,  saw-mill. 

Jonas  Bock,  blacksmith,  132  acres. 

Daniel  Boyer,  farmer,  180  acres. 

David  Boyer,  carpenter,  71  acres. 

Adam  Boyer,  tanner. 

Andrew  Boyer,  tailor,  60  acres. 

Andrew  Boyer,  farmer,  158  acres,  saw-mill  and 
thrashing-machine. 

Francis  Beltz,  41  acres. 

Daniel  Boyer,  blacksmith,  50  acres. 

Daniel  Beltz,  farmer,  29  acres. 

William  Boyer,  farmer. 

Jacob  Boyer,  carpenter. 

William  Baily,  cordwainer,  68  acres. 

Joseph  Bauman,  farmer,  160  acres. 

David  Bauer,  saddler. 

Michael  Broat,  carpenter. 

Thomas  Craig,  merchant,  516  acres,  postmaster. 

Edwin  Deemer,  carpenter. 

Charles  Deterline,  carter. 

Merrit  Derries,  forgeman. 

John  Esch,  boat-builder. 

Peter  Erhelman,  boatman. 

George  Frantz,  farmer,  190  acres  and  saw-mill. 

John  Fenstermacher. 

John  Fuss,  cordwainer,  56  acres. 

David  Greenzweiz,  73  acres,  cordwainer. 

Nicholas  George,  cordwainer. 

Henry  George,  farmer,  149  acres. 

Peter  George,  farmer,  400  acres  and  saw-mill. 

John  Greenzweiz,  farmer,  234  acres. 

David  Griffith,  20  acres. 

Tobias  Greenzweiz,  forgeman. 

James  Greenzweiz,  farmer,  86  acres. 

George  Greenzweiz,  farmer,  160  acres. 

Jacob  Gresard,  doctor. 

Jacob  Hauk,  weaver,  41  acres. 

Abraham  Harleman,  farmer,  194  acres. 

Andrew  Hummel,  farmer,  131  acres. 

Abraham  Huebner,  farmer,  100  acres. 

Joseph  Hahn,  blacksmith,  82  acres. 

Kelchner  &  Ziegenfuss,  29  acres. 

John  Kelchner,  56  acres. 

John  Klim,  carter. 

Samuel  Klim,  gentleman. 

George  Klein,  and  John  and  T.  Craig,  28  acres. 

Lewis  Klcintob,  weaver. 

Levi  Kern,  farmer,  102  acres. 

Charles  Klotz,  blacksmith,  211  acres. 

Henry  Kech,  woodchopper. 


Adam  Kunkel,  farmer,  115  acres. 
George  Kean,  boat-builder. 
Nicholas  and  Matthias  Krill,  forgemeu. 
Thomas  Knabenberger,  blacksmith. 
George  Kast,  doctor. 
Henry  Kostenbader,  miller. 
Joseph  Krum,  cask-maker. 
Jacob  Huntzman,  cordwainer. 
Janes  &  Kostenbader,  84  acres  and  grist-mill. 
Abraham  Luckas,  farmer,  45  acres. 
James  Lawer. 

Alexander  Lintz,  merchant. 
George  B.  Linderman,  blacksmith. 
Reuben  Leah,  clerk. 
Conrad  Mehrkem,  farmer,  138  acres. 
Jacob  Mehrkem,  148  acres. 
Charles  Mendem,  saddler. 
Andrew  Olewine,  17  acres. 
John  Olewine,  38  acres. 
Caspar  Ort,  mason. 
Jonas  Peltz,  blacksmith. 
Abraham  Prutzman,  farmer,  126  acres. 
Henry  Eemely,  farmer,  24  acres. 
Willen  Rinker,  boatman. 
Michael  Remely,  cordwainer,  26  acres. 
Jacob  Rehrig,  lock-tender. 
John  B.  Reicherderfer,  blacksmith. 
David  Sander,  20  acres. 
Adam  Strohl,  carpenter,  15  acres. 
David  Shafer,  carpenter,  31  acres. 
Paul  Sheibly,  weaver,  25  acres. 
Nicholas  P.  Strohl,  farmer. 
Jacob  Smith,  farmer,  106  acres. 
Simon  Snyder,  farmer,  106  acres. 
Jacob  Snyder,  miller,  166  acres,  grist-  and  saw-mill. 
Stephen  Snyder,  farmer,  320  acres. 
Thomas  Strauss,  farmer. 
Peter  Snyder,  farmer,  267  acres. 
George  Strohl,  125  acres. 
Nicholas  D.  Strohl,  weaver,  68  acres. 
Emanuel  Straup,  carpenter. 
Nicholas  C.  Strohl,  weaver,  100  acres. 
Thomas  Snyder,  tanner,  26  acres,  tan-yard  and  bark- 
mill. 
Solomon  Snyder,  farmer,  224  acres. 
David  Straup,  farmer,  96  acres. 
Adam  Shearer,  farmer,  60  acres. 
Cornelius  Snyder,  gentleman. 
Jacob  Shearer,  farmer,  179  acres. 
Charles  Simpson,  carpenter. 
John  Smith,  teacher. 
Jacob  Strassberger,  mason,  26  acres. 
Wendel  Schwartz,  farmer,  125  acres. 
Smith  &  Richards,  192  acres,  non-resident. 
Smith  &  Caldwell,  1100  acres,  non-resident. 
Peter  Stern,  65  acres,  non-resident. 
Melchoir  Smith,  mason,  20  acres. 
George  Santee,  farmer,  100  acres. 
Charles  Straup,  carpenter. 
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Benjamin  Snyder,  carpenter. 

Daniel  Snyder,  blacksmitii. 

Peter  Saunders,  carter. 

Lewis  Sellers,  clerk. 

Monroe  Snyder,  farmer. 

William  Wingert,  forgeman. 

John  Walp,  cordwainer. 

George  Walch,  farmer,  60  acres. 

Zebulon  Yarington,  superintendent. 

Jacob  Young,  blacksmith. 

David  Younker,  wheelwright. 

Jacob  Zerly  Collier. 

Andrew  Ziegenfuss,  farmer,  288  acres. 

George  Ziegenfu.ss,  teacher,  93  acres. 

John  and  Junkin  Ziegenfuss,  &4:  acres,  grist-mill. 

John  E.  Ziegenfuss,  blacksmith. 

Jacob  Zink,  cordwainer. 

James  Ziegenfuss,  blacksmith. 

St.  John's  Congregation. — This  congregation  is  a 
union  of  Lutheran  and  German  Reformed  Churches. 
It  was  organized  on  the  12th  of  February,  1798,  and 
on  that  day  the  society  agreed  to  buy  six  acres  of  land 
of  Michael  Strohl,  for  which  they  were  to  pay  twelve 
pounds. 

On  the  6th  of  February,  1799,  the  society  convened 
and  elected  officers.  Of  the  Lutherans,  John  Solt  was 
chosen  trustee,  Jost  Bowman,  John  Kline,  Sr.,  and 
Peter  Solt  were  elected  deacons.  Of  the  German  Re- 
formed, Nicholas  Kern  was  elected  trustee,  and  Nich- 
olas Snyder,  Peter  Stine,  and  Jost  Dreisbach  were 
chosen  deacons,  and  Nicholas  Kern  treasurer  of  both 
congregations. 

At  this  meeting  preparations  were  commenced  for 
the  erection  of  a  church  edifice.  The  contract  for  the 
carpenter-work  was  given  to  Nicholas  Bachman  for 
twenty-five  pounds.  It  was  to  be  built  of  hewed  logs, 
pine  and  oak.  The  corner-stone  was  laid  on  the  12th 
day  of  June,  1799,  by  the  Kev.  John  H.  Helffrich,  of 
the  Lutheran,  and  the  Kev.  John  Caspar  Bill,  of  the 
German  Reformed.  This  church  ten  years  later  was 
weatherboarded,  and  prior  to  this  time  was  used  with- 
out a  stove. 

The  Rev.  John  H.  Helffrich  was  succeeded  April 
7,  1811,  by  the  Rev.  Frederick  W.  Mendson,  who 
served  till  1852.  In  addition  to  this  charge  Mr.  Mend- 
son  had  the  care  of  the  following  churches  : 

Zion's  Church,  Allen  township,  July  1,  1810,  to 
June  15,  1852. 

St.  Paul's,  in  Lehigh  township,  July  8,  1810,  to 
June  6,  1852. 

Salem,  in  Moore  township,  July  15,  1810,  to  July 
18,  1852. 

Egypt,  in  Whitehall  township,  July  22,  1810,  to 
March  1,  1857. 

The  First  and  Second  Chestnut  Hill  congregation, 
in  Monroe  County,  Sept.  9,  1810,  to  Oct.  22, 1815,  and 
fi-om  1839  to  1844. 

East  Penn  township  congregation,  1814  to  Dec.  26, 
1819. 


Gnadenhutten,  at  Lehighton,  1817  to  Jan.  1,  1836. 

Christ  Church,  in  Moore  township,  Aug.  15,  1830, 
to  Aug.  15,  1852. 

Mauch  Chunk,  1835. 

St.  Paul's  congregation,  in  Franklin  township,  1841. 

He  preached  his  last  sermon  Nov.  20,  1870,  and 
died  at  Kleckner,  Northampton  Co.,  on  the  5th  of 
August,  1871,  at  the  age  of  ninety  years,  seven 
months,  and  twenty-six  days.     He  was  succeeded  in 

1852  by Kuntz, Kistler,  and  the  Rev.  G.  B. 

Breugel,  the  present  pastor. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Bill,  of  the  Reformed  Church,  was 
succeeded  by  the  Rev.  H.  Vanderslice.     Of  others 

who  have  served  are  the  following :  Becker, 

Gerhardt,  Rybelt,  A.  Bartholomew,  and  J.  E. 

Freeman,  the  present  pastor.   The  church  was  rebuilt 
of  brick  in  1862. 

The  Church  of  the  Evangelical  Association, 
situated  on  the  road  from  Lehigh  Gap  to  Stemlerville, 
was  erected  of  stone  in  1844,  mainly  through  the  in- 
strumentality of  Jacob  Snyder,  who  donated  the  land, 
and  Jacob  Bauman,  who  donated  seven  hundred  dol- 
lars. The  first  pastor  was  the  Rev.  Mr.  Haintz.  The 
church  is  in  the  district  with  Parryville,  and  served 
by  the  pastors  in  charge.  It  has  a  membership  of 
forty,  and  a  Sunday-school,  with  Benjamin  Peters 
superintendent. 

German  Catholic  Church. — This  church  was  built 
in  1856,  and  up  to  the  year  1871  was  in  charge  of  pas- 
tors from  Allentown.  Since  that  time  it  has  been 
under  the  care  of  the  pastor  of  Lehighton  and  East 
Mauch  Chunk  Church. 

Schools. — The  first  schools  in  the  township  were 
held  at  the  Union  Church,  and  under  the  Lutheran 
and  German  Reformed  congregations. 

But  few  other  schools  were  kept  until  the  township 
accepted  the  free-school  system  in  1838.  From  that 
time  schools  have  been  kept  with  regularity.  About 
the  year  1852  seven  stone  school-houses  were  built  at 
the  following  places :  Little  Gap,  Lehigh  Gap,  Bow- 
man's, Fire  Line,  Milford,  Mehrkem's,  and  at  Strohl's. 

The  schools  at  present  are  ten  in  number,  with  an 
attendance  of  four  hundred  and  sixty-six  pupils,  an 
account  of  which  is  here  given  as  far  as  can  be 
ascertained. 

Little  Gap,  No.  1. — On  the  15th  day  of  November, 
1838,  Samuel  Templin,  Joseph  J.  Albright,  and  Jacob 
Rice,  who  then  owned  the  Ashland  Furnace,  sold  a 
lot  for  school  purposes  to  the  school  directors,  who  at 
that  time  were  John  D.  Thompson,  John  D.  Bowman 
(the  elder),  Thomas  Snyder,  Conrad  Mehrkem,  Abra- 
ham Bier,  and  Abraham  Pretzman.  On  this  lot  a 
school-house  was  erected,  which  later  was  replaced 
by  a  stone  one,  which  is  still  in  use.  There  are  at 
present  in  attendance  in  this  district  forty-three  pupils. 
Bayer's,  No.  2. — A  stone  school-house  was  built  at 
Mehrkem's  about  1852,  which  was  in  use  until  1874, 
when  the  present  one  was  built  at  Boyer's.  This 
school  now  contains  thirty-nine  pupils. 
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Millport,  No.  8. — A  school-house  was  in  use  at  this 
place  soon  after  the  acceptance  by  the  township.  This 
was  replaced  by  a  stone  house  in  1852,  and  in  use  till 
1882,  when  a  double  house  was  erected,  at  a  cost  of 
fourteen  hundred  and  ninety-five  dollars.  The  two 
schools  in  this  house  contain  eighty  pupils. 

Lehigh  Gap,  Nos.  4  and  5. — About  the  time  of  the 
acceptance  of  the  school  law  a  house  was  fitted  up  for 
school  purposes  at  the  Gap,  and  School  was  taught  for 
two  or  three  winters  by  Samuel  Hutchinson  during 
the  winters  of  1838,  1839,  and  1840.  On  the  27th  of 
March,  1844,  the  directors  of  the  township  purchased 
a  lot  for  school  purposes  of  Abraham  Pretzraan,  on 
which  they  erected  a  frame  school-house.  In  1852  a 
stone  house  was  erected,  which  was  in  use  till  1882, 
when  the  property  was  sold,  and  another  lot  was  pur- 
chased of  Abraham  Pretzman,  and  the  present  double 
house  was  erected,  at  a  cost  of  fifteen  hundred  and 
forty-five  dollars.  The  present  number  of  pupils  at- 
tending is  eighty-one. 

Fire  Line,  No.  6.— The  school-house  at  this  place 
was  built  of  stone  in  1852,  and  is  still  in  use.  Forty- 
four  pupils  are  in  attendance. 

Oeorge^s,  No.  7,  was  established  in  1877,  and  the 
present  frame  building  was  erected.  Twenty-two 
pupils  are  in  attendance. 

Bowman's,  No.  8. — At  this  place  the  directors  pur- 
chased, on  the  23d  of  March,  1844,  a  lot  of  John  D. 
Bowman,  on  which  a  stone  house  was  erected,  and 
used  until  1879,  when  the  present  frame  building  was 
erected,  at  a  cost  of  six  hundred  dollars.  There  are 
at  this  school  sixty-five  pupils. 

Harleman'g,  No.  9. — In  this  district  and  about  1852 
a  stone  school-house  was  built  near  the  residence  of 
Nicholas  Strohl,  which  was  used  until  about  1875, 
when  it  was  abandoned.  The  present  brick  building 
at  Harleman's  was  erected  to  better  accommodate  the 
district.     Twenty-eight  pupils  are  in  attendance. 

Klotz,  No.  10. — This  school  contains  twenty-seven 
pupils,  and  was  established  in  1878,  when  the  present 
frame  building  was  erected. 

Lentz,  No.  11,  contains  thirty-seven  pupils.  It  was 
established  in  1876,  when  the  present  frame  house 
was  built. 

The  school  directors  of  Lower  Towamensing  in 
1841  were  Jacob  Snyder,  John  A.  Ziegenfuss,  David 
Straub,  John  Greensweig,  Joseph  J.  Albright,  and 
Abraham  Hasselman. 

The  following  have  been  school  directors  of  the 
township  since  the  erection  of  Carbon  County  in  1843 : 

1844.— N.  D.  Strohl,  Abraham  Pretzman. 

1845.— Thomas  Straub,  Jacob  Mehrkem. 

1840.— Dennis  Bauman,  George  Linderman,  An- 
drew Boyer,  Jr. 

1847.— Benjamin  Andreas,  Jacob  Bowman. 

1848.— Conrad  Mehrkam,  David  Griffith. 

1849.— Jonas  Peter,  John  Smith. 

1850.— John  Olewine,  Reuben  Leh,  Ed.  Kosten- 
bader. 


1851. — Charles  Eoder,  John  A.  Boyer. 
1852. — Levi  Kern,  Thomas  Brown. 
1853. — Peter  Kester,  Charles  Kelchner. 
1854. — Daniel  Serfass,  Daniel  Beltz. 
1855. — John  Smith,  David  Newhart. 
1856. — Cornelius  Snyder,  Charles  Menasen. 
1867. — John  A.  Boyer,  Samuel  Ziegenfuss. 
1858. — Monroe  Snyder,  Joel   Ziegenfuss,  William 
Bowman. 

1859. — Jacob  Kline,  Daniel  Beer. 
I860.— Emil  Lambert,  Nicholas  Krill. 
1861. — James  Ash,  Monroe  Snyder. 
1862. — Jacob  Cline,  Earnest  Piersol. 
1863. — Aaron  C.  Heiney,  Nicholas  Krill. 
1864. — James  Ash,  Levi  Kern. 
1865. — Jacob  Kline,  Michael  Remely,  Adam  Mehr- 
kem, N.  C.  Strohl. 

1866.-^Joel  Ziegenfuss,  Adam  Mehrkem. 
1867. — Charles  Stroup,  Henry  Bauman. 
1868.— Charles  Mendson,  Nicholas  Krill. 
1869. — Wendel  Schwartz,  David  Shaeifer,  Andrew 
Boyer. 

1870. — J.  C.  Kreamer,  Andrew  Boyer. 
1871.— Charles  Mendson,  Charles  Klotz. 
1872.— John  Ash,  John  Balliet. 
1873. — J.  C.  Kreamer,  Owen  Lerch. 
1874. — David  Shafer,  Daniel  Lichtenwallner. 
1875. — James  Ziegenfuss,  Simeon  Bloss. 
1876. — Wilson  Mushlitz,  Samuel  Ziegenfuss,  Owen 
Strohl. 

1877. — Moses  Stroup,  Reuben  Greensweig. 
1878. — Josiah  Bowman,  George  K\inkle. 
1879. — John  Craig,  Samuel  George. 
1880.— Moses  Stroup,  Charles  Klotz. 
1881. — David  Ziegenfuss,  Simon  Bloss. 
1882. — John  Craig,  Benjamin  Corell. 
1883. — A.  C.  Prince,  Amos  Greensweig. 
The  Justices  of  the  Peace  have  been  as  follows : 
John  A.  Boyer,  March,  1846;  March,  1851. 
Abraham  Pretzman,  March,  1851. 
Adam  Mehrkem,  March,  1856. 
John  A.  Zeigenfuss,  March,  1856  ;  March,  1861. 
Adam  Mehrkem,  March,  1861. 
John  A.  Ziegenfuss,  March,  1866. 
Adam  Mehrkem,  March,  1866. 
Francis  Kinett,  March,  1869. 
Jacob  Murklitz,  October,  1870. 
Francis  Kind,  March,  1874. 
Adam  Mehrkem,  March,  1875. 
Samuel  Ziegenfuss,  March,  1878. 
Adam  Mehrkem,  March,  1880. 
Samuel  Ziegenfuss,  March,  1883. 
Post-Offices. — When  the  post-ofiSce  was  established 
in  Mauch  Chunk,  in  the  year  1819,  mention  is  made 
of  a  post-oflice  down  the  river,  eight  miles,  as  being  the 
nearest.     This  office  was  at  the  Lehigh  Gap,  and  kept 
by  Gen.  Thomas  Craig.     In  1822  he  was  succeeded  in 
the  store  and  post-office  by  his  son,  Thomas  Craig,  the 
father  of  Col.  John  and  Allen  Craig.     About  1840, 
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Thomas  Mendson  was  appointed  postmaster,  and 
served  two  or  three  years,  and  was  followed  by 
Thomas  Craig,  the  brother  of  Col.  John  Craig.  The 
oiEce  was  kept  from  that  time  to  1867  by  Reuben  Leh 
and  Valentine  Hoffman.  In  1867,  Col.  John  Craig 
was  appointed,  and  still  holds  the  position. 

The  Aquashicola  post-office  was  established  in  1855. 
This  office  is  located,  by  the  above  name,  at  the  village 
of  Millport.  The  postmasters  have  been  Thomas 
Bowman,  Levi  Wentz,  F.  J.  Kistler,  and  L.  W.  Boyer, 
the  last  of  whom  is  still  postmaster. 

At  Little  Gap  a  post-office  was  established  in  1850, 
and  Samuel  Ziegenfuss  was  the  postmaster,  and  he 
was  succeeded,  in  1872,  by  the  present  incumbent, 
Adam  Mehrkem. 

A  post-office  was  established  at  Bowman's  in  1883, 
under  the  name  of  Prince's.  John  Rush  is  the  post- 
master. 

Millport. — The  land  on  which  the  village  is  located 
was  taken  out  on  a  warrant  by  Michael  Wetzel. 

The  first  movement  that  brought  the  establishment 
of  a  village  at  this  place  was  made  by  George  Ziegen- 
fuss in  the  year  1806.  He  purchased  land  at  this 
place,  on  the  Aquashicola  Creek,  and  built  the  grist- 
mill. He  was  a  miller  by  trade,  and  carried  on  the 
business  many  years.  In  1834  the  mill  was  in  pos- 
session of  his  son,  John,  and  in  that  year  burned 
down.  The  property  was  then  sold  to  his  brother, 
George,  by  whom  the  mill  was  rebuilt,  and  in  1845 
was  sold  to  Jacob  Bowman.  From  that  time  to  1875 
it  passed  through  many  hands,  and  in  the  latter  year 
came  into  possession  of  William  Wagner,  who  greatly 
enlarged  it,  and  by  whom  it  is  now  owned.  At  the 
time  Jacob  Bowman  purchased  the  mill  be  erected  a 
store  building,  in  which  store  was  kept  for  .several 
years.  The  building  is  now  occupied  as  a  dwell- 
ing. 

A  store  had  been  opened  earlier  by  George  Ziegen- 
fuss, conducted  a  few  years,  and  discontinued. 

The  present  store  was  erected  by  Samuel  Ziegenfuss 
in  1872. 

A  two-story  building  was  built  in  1871,  the  upper 
story  of  which  is  used  as  a  public  hall  and  the  lower 
part  for  a  store. 

The  hotel  was  built  in  1836  by  John  A.  Ziegenfuss, 
and  kept  by  him  many  years.  He  was  succeeded  by 
his  son,  Joel.  In  1860  the  property  was  sold  to  Levi 
Harleman,  who  was  the  landlord  for  twelve  years, 
and  in  1872  sold  it  to  Lewis  Graff,  who  now  owns  it. 

A  paint-factory  was  established  in  the  lower  end  of 
the  village  about  1855  by Lawrence,  who  con- 
tinued it  till  about  1868,  when  it  was  sold  to  A.  C. 
Prince,  under  whom  it  burned  down  in  the  winter  of 
1881. 

In  1855  a  post-office  was  established  at  the  place, 
with  Thomas  Bowman  as  postmaster. 

Before  the  year  1830  a  tannery  was  started  by  an 
Englishman  by  the  name  of  Mecke.  He  sold  to  George 
Ziegenfuss,  and  later  it  passed  successively  to  Thomas 


Snyder,  Peter  Kester,  and  Reuben  Miller,  and  burned 
down  in  1875.     The  tall  brick  stack  is  still  standing. 

About  the  year  1864,  Stephen  Lentz  discovered  a 
slate-bed,  about  ten  feet  below  the  surface,  near  the 
village  of  Millport,  and  on  the  east  side  of  the  main 
street.  The  .slate  is  much  darker  than  any  other  in 
this  region  of  country ,  and  is  called  "  Black  Diamond." 
A  company  was  formed  called  the  Millport  Slate  Com- 
pany, by  whom  the  quarry  was  worked  for  a  time  and 
discontinued.     It  is  now  worked  by  G.  W.  Davis. 

About  1874  another  quarry  was  opened  across  the 
street,  which  is  worked  by  individuals. 

A  lodge  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  was  organized 
at  this  place  with  one  hundred  members  in  Decem- 
ber, 1871.  The  society  has  a  present  membership 
of  twenty-eight  members.  The  present  officers  are 
Oliver  Straub,  C.  C. ;  Edwin  Ziegenfuss,  V.  0.  C. ; 
Samuel  Ziegenfuss,  K.  R.  S. 

The  lodge  of  Independent  Order  of  Odd-Fellows 
was  organized  in  April,  1872.  The  present  officers 
are  John  Strohl,  N.  G. ;  Joel  Ziegenfuss,  V.  G. ; 
Henry  Smith,  Sec.  The  lodge  has  twenty-five  mem- 
bers. 

The  Evangelical  Association.— As  early  as  the 
year  1842  preaching  was  held  in  the  old  cooper-shop 
and  mill.  The  Rev.  Charles  Hassert  was  the  first  to 
hold  divine  service.  The  pastors  of  the  church  have 
been  in  charge  of  the  district,  of  which  Lehighton 
and  Millport  are  a  part.  The  present  church  edifice 
was  erected  in  1866.  The  present  pastor  is  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Wingert. 

Millport  at  present  contains  a  mill,  hotel,  two 
stores,  post-office,  hall,  school-house,  church,  and 
forty-six  dwellings. 

Lehig^h  Gap. — Gen.  Thomas  Craig,  of  whom  an 
account  is  given  elsewhere,  settled  at  Lehigh  Gap  in 
1814,  and  kept  the  hotel  from  that  time  to  1822,  when 
Thomas  Craig,  his  son,  became  the  landlord,  and  con- 
tinued till  1851,  since  which  time  it  has  been  rented. 

About  1830,  Thomas  Craig,  the  father  of  Col.  John 
and  Allen  Craig,  in  partnership  with  Stephen  Hagen- 
buch,  his  brother-in-law,  built  the  present  store  build- 
ing and  opened  a  store,  which  is  now  kept  by  Col. 
John  Craig. 

In  1852,  Frederick  Paley  erected  a  brick  building 
on  the  bank  of  the  canal.  It  was  opened  by  him  as  a 
hotel  and  store,  and  kept  till  his  death,  in  1874,  and 
discontinued.  The  Philadelphia  and  Reading  Road 
passes  through  the  Gap. 

Bowmansville, — This  place  derives  its  name  from 
John  D.  Bowman,  who  opened  a  hotel  at  the  place  in 
1808.  It  was  then  on  the  route  of  the  Lehigh  and 
Susquehanna  Turnpike  Company's  road,  and  on 
which,  shortly  after,  a  stage-line  was  placed. 

The  place  attained  no  significance  until  the  Lehigh 
and  Susquehanna  Railroad  was  built  through,  since 
which  time  it  has  been  a  station  on  the  road.  In  1868, 
David  Snyder  opened  a  store,  which  he  continued 
till  1873.     John  Balliet  built  a  store  and  opened  the 
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business  in  1872,  and  still  continues.  The  hotel  was 
kept  by  John  D.  Bowman  till  his  death.  His  son, 
Josiah,  kept  it  for  a  time,  and  it  was  sold  to  Wendell 
Schwartz,  and  is  now  owned  by  John  Balliet,  and 
kept  by  Mr.  Harleman. 

In  May,  1879,  the  Iron-Ore  Metallic  Paint- Works 
of  Prince  Brothers  was  established  at  this  place, 
having  previously  been  at  Lehigh  Gap.  This  busi- 
ness was  first  established  in  1858  by  Robert  Prince, 
the  father  of  the  present  proprietors,  and  was  very 
successfully  conducted  by  him  until  his  death,  and 
by  the  sons  until  the  panic  of  1873.  The  ore  from 
which  this  paint  is  made  is  mined  in  large  quantities 
out  of  the  so-called  Stony  Hill,  near  Bowmansville, 
Carbon  Co.,  at  which  place  there  seems  to  be  an 
inexhaustible  supply.  The  ore,  as  it  is  taken  from 
the  mines,  is  of  a  blue-gray  cast,  and  is  quite  soft. 
Arriving  at  the  factory,  it  is  put  in  kilns  and  burned. 
It  comes  out  of  the  kilns  a  dark  maroon  color,  and 
much  harder.  After  having  been  burned  it  is  ready 
for  the  grinding-machine,  in  which  it  is  soon  con- 
verted into  a  powder,  ready  to  be  packed  and  shipped 
to  market.  The  ore  contains  a  large  amount  of  hy- 
draulic cement,  which  gives  it  the  peculiar  properties, 
after  burning,  of  withstanding  the  destructive  action 
of  heat,  acids,  gases,  alkaline  solutions,  including  am- 
monia, salt  and  fresh  water,  etc. 


BIOGRAPHICAL    SKETCH. 


HENRY  BOWMAN. 

Among  the  first  objects  that  attract  your  attention 
upon  alighting  at  the  Bowmansville  Station  is  the  resi- 
dence of  Mr.  Henry  Bowman,  which,  in  its  general  at- 
tractiveness and  architectural  beauty,  is  hard  to  be  ex- 
celled. His  father,  John  D.  Bowman,  Esq.,  was  born 
in  the  year  1772,  about  two  miles  north  of  Lehigh  Gap. 
In  the  year  1796  he  setttled  at  the  place  near  where 
Henry  Bowman  now  lives,  known  as  Bowmansville, 
in  Lower  Towamensing  township,  Pa.  (A  more  com- 
plete history  of  this  worthy  gentleman  may  be  found 
in  Mr.  Dennis  Bowman's  biographical  sketch.)  Mr. 
John  Bowman  was  the  father  of  twelve  children, 
eight  of  whom  are  still  living,  among  them  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch.  Mr.  Henry  Bowman  was  born  in 
1814,  in  what  was  then  called  Towamensing  town- 
ship, in  Northampton  County.  Until  his  twenty-fifth 
year  he  was  chiefly  employed  in  assisting  his  father  in 
his  occupation  of  farming  and  lumbering,  taking  ad- 
vantage of  the  three  months'  winter  school  that  was 
to  be  obtained  in  those  days.  About  the  year  1838 
he  started  in  business  for  himself,  building  canal- 
boats.  This  he  pursued  for  upwards  of  twenty  years 
or  more.  About  the  year  1855,  Mr.  George  Ziegenfuss 
informed  Mr.  Bowman  where  he  could  find  iron  ore. 


After  experimenting  with  it  as  such,  he  found  it  was 
i  better  adapted  for  paint  than  any  other  purpose,  so  he 
justly  claims  that  he  was  the  inventor  of  the  metallic 
brown  paint.     After  this  discovery  he  manufactured 
j  paints  for  some  time,  after  which  he  organized  a  stock 
!  company  under  the  name  of  the  "  Poco  Metallic  Paint 
'  Company,"  which  is  still  flourishing,  Mr.  Bowman 
being  one  of  the  principal  stockholders.     He  has  been 
i  a  widely-known  contractor  for  many  years.     After  the 
i  freshet  of  1841  he  took  a  large  contract  for  rebuilding 
;  some  parts  of  the  upper' division  of  the  Lehigh  Coal 
and  Navigation  Company's  canal,  from  Mauch  Chunk 
to  White  Haven  ;  also  contracted  to  build  two  sections 
of  the  Lehigh  Valley  Railroad ;  also  of  the  Lehigh 
and   Susquehanna    Railroad.     He   has    built   many 
houses,  churches,  and  bridges  in  his  day.     In  1857  he 
was  one  of  the  prime  movers  in  organizing  the  iron- 
works at  Parryville,  which  went  under  the  name  of 
Bowman  Brothers  &  Co.     He  was  the  contractor  who 
built  the  Carbon  County  prison  at   Mauch  Chunk, 
which  was  completed  in  1872 ;  also  arched  the  Mauch 
Chunk  Creek,  near  Concert  Hall,  in  1882.     He  has 
mined  immense  quantities  of  coal  and  iron  ore  in 
years  past.     His  principal  business  now  is  furnishing 
building  and  foundry  sand,  of  which  he  owns  an 
abundance,  and  is  constantly  shipping  to  all  parts  of 
the  neighboring  country. 

In  1844  he  was  married  to  Miss  Lavinia  Peters, 
whose  parents,  Henry  and  Christina  Peters,  followed 
farming  in  East  Penn  township.  Mr.  Bowman's  mar- 
ried life  has  proved  a  pleasant,  uneventful  one,  in  the 
fact  of  nine  children  being  born  to  them,  five  of  whom 
have  since  passed  away.  The  four  remaining  are  being 
prospered,  consequently  are  a  source  of  much  comfort 
and  happiness  to  their  parents.  His  oldest  son,  Victor 
Bowman,  married  Miss  Isabella,  daughter  of  John  Bal- 
liet, of  Bowmansville,  and  is  now  in  charge  of  Mr. 
Balliet's  large  and  popular  mercantile  establishment 
at  that  place.  The  next  son,  Roger  Bowman,  is  rail- 
inspector  for  the  Edgar  Thomson  Steel-Works,  which 
are  located  at  Braddock's  Field,  Allegheny  Co.,  Pa. 
He  married  Miss  Sarah  Jones,  a  sister  of  William 
Jones,  the  present  superintendent  of  the  same  works. 
Morris  Bowman,  the  third  son,  married  Miss  Clara 
Eckert,  of  Parryville.  He  is  a  young  man  of  estimable 
qualities.  He  is  at  present  confidential  clerk  for  his 
father  at  Bowmansville.  Fulton  Bowman,  the  young- 
est, is  still  single,  living  at  home  with  his  parents. 
He  proves  of  valuable  service  to  his  father  in  his 
business.  Mr.  Henry  Bowman  has  also  filled  some 
oflBces  of  public  trust,  such  as  school  director  and 
township  auditor.  He  has  been  a  faithful  and  con- 
sistent member  of  the  Lutheran  Church  for  forty 
years  or  more.  He  has  been  a  man  of  many  ups  and 
downs,  yet  has  prospered  wonderfully.  His  afflic- 
tions through  death,  freshets,  fires,  failures,  etc.,  have 
been  many.  Yet  through  it  all  he  feels  grateful  to 
the  all-wise  Providence  that  he  has  been  so  abun- 
dantly blessed. 
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CHAPTEE    XXIV. 

TOWAMENSING    TOWNSHIP.i 

Count  Zinzendorf,  a  Moravian,  came  up  along 
the  Lehigh  Kiver  in  the  year  1742,  and  held  a  treaty 
with  the  Indians  at  the  place  on  which,  a  few  years 
later,  the  mission  of  Gnadenhutten  was  established. 
He  named  this  section  of  country  "Saint  Anthony's 
Wilderness,"  and  it  is  so  laid  down  on  Evans'  map 
of  1749.  The  name,  however,  did  not  obtain  among 
the  settlers.  The  term  Towamensing,  meaning  the 
wilderness,  or  a  country  not  inhabited,  was  given  to 
all  that  section  north  of  the  Blue  Ridge,  and  was 
known  as  Towamensing  District.  Northampton 
County  was  erected  in  1752,  and  at  the  October  term 
of  court  in  that  year  Nicholas  Opplinger  was  ap- 
pointed constable.  Michael  Stowers  was  appointed 
Sept.  26,  1755;  Conrad  Mehrkem,  June,  3763  ;  Peter 
Strohl,  1764. 

The  dimensions  of  the  district  are  given  in  a  petition 
made  to  the  court  for  its  division,  June  22,  1768,  as 
being  thirty-six  miles  in  length.  This  petition  asked 
that  the  "  Lehi"  River  be  the  division-line.  A  com- 
mission to  divide  the  district  was  appointed,  and  at 
the  September  term  of  court  a  report  was  made 
which  declared  the  district  divided  as  requested  by 
the  petition.  The  territory  west  of  the  Lehigh  was 
to  be  known  as  Penn  township,  and  that  east  of  the 
river  to  retain  the  name  of  Towamensing.  The  tax 
of  the  township  in  1783  was  £22  9s.  Daniel  Solt 
was  the  collector.  From  1768  the  territory  of  Tow- 
amensing embraced  all  north  and  east  of  the  Lehigh 
River.  Chestnut  Hill  was  taken  from  Towamensing 
before  1783,  Tobyhanna  still  later,  and  in  1836  they 
became  a  part  of  Monroe  County,  and  in  1841  the 
lower  part  of  it  became  Penn  Forest,  which  in  1843 
was  attached  to  Carbon  County.  In  1841  Towamen- 
sing was  again  divided,  and  Lower  Towamensing 
was  set  off.  In  1851  Franklin  was  set  off,  since  which 
time  the  territory  remained  the  same. 

The  list  of  names  here  given  are  of  those  who  re- 
sided within  the  limits  of  Towamensing  township  as 
it  then  existed,  embracing  Upper  and  Lower  Towa- 
mensing, Franklin,  Penn  Forest,  and  Kidder  town- 
ships; Tobyhanna  township,  now  of  Monroe  County, 
having  been  set  off  earlier. 

The  following  names  are  of  persons  assessed  in 
Towamensing  Dec.  27,  1781,  by  the  commissioners  of 
Northampton  County.  Amount  of  tax  levied,  £72 
U.  Id. : 

Martin  Ainer.  Henry  Bowman. 

Frederick  Boy er.  Nicholas  Cowell. 

Michael  Beltz.  Henry  Davis. 

Peter  Bloss.  Peter  Frantz. 

Stophel  Bock.  Gottfried  Grieswig. 

Nicholas  Box.  Maria  Georgin. 


1  By  Col.  John  Craig. 


Jacob  Haus. 
John  Haan. 
Nicholas  Kern. 
John  Klein. 
Melchior  Klos. 
Conrad  Merkum. 
Andrew  Ohlewine. 
Leonard  Ripp. 
Peter  Roth. 
Bastian  Seiberd. 
John  Solt,  Jr. 
Samuel  Summy. 


Daniel  Solt,  Jr. 
Jacob  Seiberling. 
Stophel  Seiberling. 
John  Smith. 
Abraham  Smith. 
Michael  Strohl. 
Peter  Strohl. 
Elizabeth  Strohl. 
John  Wygand. 
Michael  Wetzel. 
John  Dunn. 
Daniel  Strohl. 


Oentleman' s  Land,  or  Unseated  Lands. 


Daniel  Solt. 
John  Solt. 
Peter  Woodring. 
Frederick  Streckler. 
Jacob  Alleman. 
Stophel  Buckler. 
Jacob  Houseknight. 
Margaret  Shneyderin. 
John  Rudy. 

Single 
Henry  Davis. 


Ditmer  Werner. 
Frederick  Serfass. 
Frederick  Guildner. 
Baltzer  Hosh. 
John  Bier. 
Henry  Mathias. 
Michael  Holstein. 
Adam  Fogleman. 

Freemen. 
Jacob  Mehrkem. 


The  old  families  who  settled  in  the  limits  of  the 
present  township  have  but  few  descendants,  and  it 
has  been  exceedingly  difficult  to  obtain  accurate  in- 
formation concerning  them.  A  few  sketches  are  here 
given. 

William  Eckert,  a  native  of  Germany,  came  to 
Northampton  County,  south  of  the  Blue  Mountains, 
where  he  resided  a  few  years.  Between  1781  and 
1786  he  removed  to  what  is  now  Lower  Towamensing 
township,  and  lived  near  where  Charles  Straub  now 
resides.  In  this  latter  year  he  was  licensed  by  the 
court  of  Northampton  County  to  keep  a  tavern.  He 
had  two  sons, — Adam  and  William.  Adam  was  born 
in  1784,  lived  with  his  father  many  years,  and  later 
removed  to  Poho  Poco  Creek,  where  he  lived  the  re- 
mainder of  his  days,  and  died  in  1868,  aged  ninety- 
four  years.  He  had  three  sons, — John,  Adam,  and 
Daniel.  Adam,  son  of  Adam,  died  in  November, 
1883,  aged  eighty  years,  leaving  twelve  children,  of 
whom  were  Joseph,  Abraham,  Samuel,  and  David. 

Daniel,  son  of  Adam,  died  in  1879,  and  left  ten 
children,  of  whom  are  Daniel,  Joseph,  Reuben,  and 
Thomas. 

William  Eckert,  the  son  of  William,  and  brother  of 
Adam,  died  many  years  ago,  and  left  five  sons, — John, 
William,  Adam,  Solomon,  and  Daniel. 

The  descendants  of  Adam  and  William  are  in  this 
and  adjoining  townships. 

Abraham  and  John  Smith,  of  Easton,  came  to  the 
township  with  their  parents  in  1781,  and  settled  near 
what  is  now  Stemlersville.  Adam  later  settled  on 
land  now  owned  by  Anthony  Snyder.  He  died  in 
1853,  aged  eighty- two   years.     His  sons  were  John, 
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George,  Charles,  and  Solomon.  John  and  George 
settled  in  the  township,  Charles  in  Penn  Forest,  and 
Solomon  at  Lehigh  Gap. 

The  ancestors  of  the  Beer  family,  who  came  to  this 
township  soon  after  1781,  were  of  English  descent,  and 
emigrated  first  to  New  Jersey.  The  name  of  the  origi- 
nal settler  is  not  known.  Capt.  George  Beer,  one  of  the 
oldest  remembered,  lived  where  his  son,  Reuben,  now 
lives.  His  other  sons  were  Thomas,  William,  Joseph, 
Benjamin,  Elias,  and  Jonas,  who  all  live  in  the  town- 
ship. In  1843  the  following  were  in  the  township : 
George  Beer  was  in  possession  of  510  acres  of  land  and 
a  saw-mill ;  John  Beer,  200  acres ;  Adam  Beer,  150 
acres ;  Abraham  Beer,  120  acres ;  George  Beer,  Jr., 
40  acres ;  Paul  Beer,  140  acres ;  and  Jacob  Beer,  34 
acres. 

The  following  names,  number  of  acres,  and  profes- 
sions are  taken  from  the   assessment-roll   made  in 
1843-44,  the  next  year  after  the  county  was  erected: 
Innkeepers — John  D.  Bauman,  Jr.,  John  Jarrard, 
Andreas  Siegfried,  William  Walp. 
Daniel  Arner,  Jr.,  farmer,  119  acres. 
Daniel  Arner,  carpenter. 

Thomas   Arner,  carpenter,   62  acres,   turning-ma- 
chine. 
Peter  Andreas,  farmer,  92  acres. 
James  Anthony,  superintendent. 
Daniel  Ahner,  cordwainer. 
Joseph  Albright,  212  acres. 
Abraham  Ahner,  cordwainer. 
John  E.  Boyer,  keeper. 

J.  D.  Bauman,  Jr.,  farmer,  384  acres,  saw-mill. 
David  Becker,  farmer,  70  acres. 
George  Beer,  Jr.,  farmer,  40  acres. 
John  Beer,  farmer,  200  acres. 
Abraham  Beer,  120  acres. 
Jacob  Beer,  34  acres. 
Adam  Beer,  150  acres. 
David  Buch,  cordwainer,  41  acres. 
Peter  Beltz,  farmer,  311  acres. 
Andreas  Buck,  64  acres. 
Paul  Beer,  140  acres. 
George  Beer,  farmer,  510  acres,  saw-mill. 
Charles  Belfort,  farmer,  66  acres. 
John  G.  Boyer,  for  Stephen  Balliet,  64  acres. 
Charles  Blose,  farmer,  53  acres. 
Henry  Bauman,  300  acres. 

J.  D.  Bauman,  93  acres  improved  and  40  acres  at 
the  Fire  Line,  150  acres  at  Zerley's. 
James  Brown,  carpenter,  38  acres. 
David  Bauman,  merchant,  73  acres. 
Blose  &  Reichelderfer,  212  acres. 
Melchior  Christman,  farmer,  64  acres. 
Simon  Christman,  farmer,  96  acres. 
Joseph  Christman,  135  acres. 
James  M.  Connor,  carpenter. 
Christian  Corby,  refiner. 

Daniel  Dreisbach,  farmer,  88  acres,  clover-mill. 
Peter  Dreisbach,  farmer,  109  acres,  saw-mill. 


George  Derrhainer,  tailor. 
James  Dick,  lawyer. 

Dreisbach   &  Solt,  297  acres    woodland  and  saw- 
mill. 
Simon  Dreisbach,  carpenter. 
Adam  Eckhart,  Jr.,  farmer,  100  acres. 
Daniel  Eckhart,  farmer,  70  acres. 
William  Eckhart,  44  acres. 
John  Eckhart,  400  acres. 
Joseph  C.  Fields,  sawyer. 
Samuel  B.  Finch,  superintendent. 

Henry  Greenzweig,  29  acres. 

John  D.  Greenzweig,  farmer,  80  acres. 

Samuel  Greenzweig,  farmer,  70  acres. 

Ashbury  Gilham,  collier. 

Ezekiel  Gilham,  collier. 

C.  S.  German,  dbctor. 

Daniel  Heberling,  merchant. 

Joseph  Hartman,  45  acres. 

Samuel  Hartman,  carpenter. 

Jonas  Halm,  blacksmith. 

Charles  Hote,  200  acres. 

John  Houseknecht,  tanner,  100  acres. 

John  and  George  Hote,  100  acres. 

Benjamin  Jarrard,  miller. 

Henry  Kibler,  63  acres. 

Jonathan  Kibler,  75  acres. 

Kibler  &  Beer,  saw-mill. 

Christian  Krum,  mason,  12  acres. 

Joseph  Kern,  carpenter,  45  acres. 

William  Kern,  carpenter,  141  acres. 

Peter  Kibler  for  Charles  Biddle,  428  acres. 

Peter  Krum,  mason,  20  acres. 

Charles  Klotz,  carpenter. 

John  Kelchner,  30  acres. 

Daniel  Kemerer,  clerk. 

William  Lilly,  clerk. 
James  Laury,  clerk. 

David  S.  Lovett,  farmer,  1394  acres  and  saw-mill. 
William  Lilly,  Jr.,  clerk. 
Godfrey  Laury,  clerk. 
Jacob  Moyer,  wheelwright. 
Frederick  Minor,  miller,  grist-mill,  saw-mill. 
Samuel  &  Jesse  Mills,  colliers. 
Robert  McDaniel,  carpenter. 
Charles  Moyer,  wheelwright,  17  acres. 
Jacob  Oswald,  carpenter. 

Pine  Forest  Company,  230  acres,  grist-mill,  saw- 
mill. 

Peter  Reiner,  farmer,  50  acres. 
John  Roth,  sawyer. 
Charles  Roth,  carpenter. 
Lewis  Roth,  tailor. 
Joseph  Richter,  wheelwright. 
Augustus  Roth,  tailor. 
Josiah  Rueh,  blacksmith. 
George  Ruple,  wheelwright. 
Francis  Reed,  carpenter. 
George  Schnell,  32  acres. 
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Lewis  Schnell,  28  acres. 
William  Sclinell,  33  acres,  weaver. 
Simon  F.  Snyder,  farmer,  300  acres. 
Daniel  Schaeffer,  farmer,  102  acres. 
Thomas  Schaeffer,  102  acres. 
Abram  Smith,  farmer,  98  acres. 
John  A.  Solt,  25  acres. 
Jacob  Snyder,  108. 
David  and  Reuben  Solt,  49  acres. 
Jacob  Solt,  Jr.,  weaver,  62  acres. 
John  J.  Solt,  farmer,  171  acres. 
John  Solt,  farmer,  163  acres. 
Daniel  Solt,  farmer,  203  acres. 
Paul  Solt,  Jr.,  carpenter,  11  acres. 
Henry  Sowers,  collier. 

Daniel  Stemler,  farmer,  470  acres,  saw-mill,  clover 
mill. 
David  Schaeffer,  carpenter,  66  acres. 
Justus  L.  Scbreiber,  carpenter. 
George  Sponeheimer. 

Smith  &  Caldwell,  2687  acres,  furnace,  forge. 
William  Solt,  tailor,  19  acres. 
Nathaniel  Serfa-s,  farmer,  130  acres. 
Thomas  Schwaab,  farmer,  77  acres. 
Matthias  Geyfest,  blacksmith. 
John  Solt,  Jr.,  22  acres. 
Jacob  Sevitz,  cordwainer,  40. 
Peter  P.  Strohl  &  Sons,  56  acres. 
Peter  Snyder,  Jr.,  100  acres. 
John  A.  Scboenberger,  tailor. 
Thomas  Solt,  33  acres. 
Andreas  Siegfried. 
Hyman  L.  Stine,  carpenter. 
Daniel  Smith,  sawyer. 
John  Smith,  farmer,  100  acres. 
William  Tilghman,  106  acres,  non-resident. 
Weiss  estate,  3077  acres. 
George  Welch,  farmer,  197  acres,  saw-mill. 
Daniel  Welch,  farmer,  120  acres. 
William  Walp,  innkeeper. 
Francis  Weiss,  Sr.,  surveyor. 
Thomas  Weiss,  tanner. 
Daniel  Wentz,  farmer,  84  acres. 
Lewis  Weiss,  merchant. 
Solomon  Welch,  74  acres. 
Francis  Weiss,  Jr.,  surveyor. 
George  Wagner,  Jr.,  farmer,  140  acres. 
Charles  Welch,  carpenter. 
Edward  Weiss,  merchant. 
John  Ziegenfuss,  226  acres,  saw-mill. 
Simon  Ziegenfuss,  miller. 
Thomas  Ziegenfuss,  45  acres. 
Jacob  Ziegenfuss,  50  acres. 

The  school  privilege  in  this  township  was  very 
meagre  at  an  early  day,  as  no  church  school  was 
within  its  limits.  The  nearest  was  the  John's  con- 
gregation. The  townshiip  accepted  the  school  law  in 
1841,  at  which  time  the  school  directors  were  James 
Anthony  and  John  Solt,  who  were  elected  for  three 


years,  William   Walp   two   years,  and   John   Smith 
and  David  Shiffer  one  year. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  names  of  the  school 
directors  of  the  township  since  the  erection  of  Carbon 
County  : 

1844.— Francis  Weiss,  Jr.,  Daniel  Wentz,  Daniel 
Solt,  Charles  Blow. 

1845.— M.  Christman,  D.  Stemler,  D.  Heberling. 
1846. — Alex.  Lentz,  Adam  Beer. 
1847.— Thomas  Stout,  William  Kern. 
1848. — George  Wagner,  Joseph  Christman. 
1849. — Lewis  Weiss,  Paul  Beers. 
1850.— David  Bowman,  James  Lowry. 
1851._Daniel  Stemler,  Adam  Beer,  Reuben  Hawk, 
Samuel  Greensweig. 

1852.— Daniel  Eckhart,  Daniel  Walp. 
1853. — James  Lowry,  David  Griffith. 
1854. — David  Stemler,  James  Lowry. 
1855. — James  Walp,  David  Becker. 
1856.— David  Griffith,  J.  H.  Rickert. 
1857.— J.   J.   Kemmerer,   Daniel   Stemler,   Simon 
Trach. 

1858.— George  Beer,  Adam  Beer,  Samuel  Greens- 
weig. 

1859.— David  Griffith,  Edward  Raber. 
I860.— Paul  Beer,  J.  J.  Kemerer. 
1861.— John  Herman,  Joel  Strohl,  David   Christ- 
man. 
1862.— George  Wagner,  William  Scboenberger. 
1863.— Solomon  Stemler,  David  Becker. 
1864.— J.  J.  Kemerer,  Solomon  Stemler. 
1865. — Daniel  Stemler,  Amos  Beer. 
1866.— William  Eckhardt,  Joseph  Christman. 
1867.— Robert  McDaniel,  Josiah  Harfle. 
1868.— Peter  Bock,  Paul  Kresge. 
1869.— John  Behler,  David  Griffith. 
1870.— Solomon  Stemler,  John  Shobold. 
1871.— Paul  Kresge,  H.  F.  Greensweig. 
1872.— Frank  Smith,  Paul  Smith. 
1873.— Charles  Meinhard,  J.  K.  Fetherolf 
1874.— John  Pickford,  William  Shaffer. 
1875.— Nathan  Stemler,  Harrison  Smith. 
1876.— Joel  Strohl,  Jonah  Hasble,  Solomon  Stuber. 
1877.— John  H.  Weiss,  Samuel  Eckhardt. 
1878.— John  Stedder,  Frederick  Beer. 
1879.— Reuben  Eckhardt,  William  Shoenberger. 
1880.— Charles  Schoeffer,  Ebenzel  Shinke. 
1881.— George  Haydt,  Benjamin  Greensweig. 
1882.— Nathan    Smith,   August    Kirchner,   A.    J. 
Christman. 

1883.— Paul  Kresge,  Solomon  Stemler. 

The  township  was  originally  divided  into  five  school 

districts. 

Stemlersville,  No.  1.— A  log  school-house  was  erected 
by  the  saw-mill  about  1840,  which  was  used  till  1850, 
when  it  was  taken  down  and  moved  to  the  present 
school  site,  and  there  used  till  1864,  when  the  present 
brick  bouse  was  built,  at  a  cost  of  three  hundred  and 
sixty-five  dollars. 
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No.  2. — A  district  was  erected,  known  as  "Big 
Creek,"  which  included  the  Shoenberger,  Pine  Run, 
and  Kibler  district.  A  school-house  was  built  near 
Kemerer's,  and  used  till  1868,  when  the  three  districts 
mentioned  were  made,  and  this  house  was  aban- 
doned. 

The  school-house  at  Shoenberger's,  now  Lovett's, 
was  built  in  1868,  and  is  still  in  use. 

Kibler's. — In  1868  the  present  school-house  was 
built  near  John  Eckert's. 

Pine  Bun  District  embraced  from  its  erection  in 
1868  to  1875  the  present  districts  of  Upper  and  Lower 
Pine  Run.  In  the  latter  year  Upper  Pine  Run  was 
taken  oflF. 

The  school-house  of  Lower  Pine  Run  was  erected 
in  1868,  and  of  Upper  Pine  Run  in  1875. 

District  No.  3,  known  as  Greensweig,  was  one  of  the 
original  districts.  A  school-house  was  erected  on  the 
present  site,  which  was  used  till  1883,  when  the  present 
building  was  erected. 

No.  4. — This  district,  known  as  Eckert's,  was  estab- 
lished upon  the  acceptance  of  the  school  law,  and  a 
school-house  erected  near  Eckert's,  which  was  in  use 
till  1872,  when  the  present  stone  building  was  erected. 

No.  5. — At  this  district,  known  as  Beer's,  a  building 
was  erected  and  used  till  1864,  when  an  edifice  which 
had  been  erected  for  the  use  of  an  Evangelical  Church 
society  was  purchased  and  remodeled  for  school  pur- 
poses, and  used  for  the  school-house  till  the  present. 

The  pupils  in  the  different  districts  are  as  follows : 
Stemlersville,  60 ;  Shoenberger,  10 ;  Kibler,  25 ;  Lower 
Pine  Run,  30 ;  Upper  Pine  Run,  30 ;  Greensweig's, 
45 ;  Eckert's,  40 ;  Beer's,  41.     Total,  281. 

Justices  of  the  Peace. — The  justices  of  the  peace 
prior  to  1840  will  be  found  in  the  civil  list  of  the 
county,  in  the  districts  in  which  the  townships  were 
assigned.  From  1845  to  1883  they  have  been  as 
follows : 

David  Bauman,  March,  1845. 

Edward  Weiss,  March,  1850. 

George  Beer,  March,  1851. 

George  Wagner,  March,  1851. 

George  Beer,  March,  1856. 

George  Wagner,  March,  1856. 

Lynford  Troch,  March,  1859. 

Henry  Deppe,  March,  1861. 

Joseph  M.  Roberts,  March,  1862. 

Peter  Jones,  Jr.,  March,  1863. 

W.  H.  Jones,  March,  1865 ;  March,  1866. 

Paul  Krisge,  March,  1868. 

John  Behler,  October,  1870. 

Benjamin  Beer,  March,  1872;  March,  1877. 

Paul  Kresge,  March,  1878;  March,  1883. 

Jerusalem  Church.— The  church,  the  only  one  in 
Towamensing  township,  is  located  near  Trochsville, 
was  built  of  frame,  forty  by  fifty  feet,  with  a  gallery 
on  three  sides,  in  the  year  1848.  The  society  is 
union,  and  composed  of  members  of  the  Lutheran 
and  German  Reformed  Churches.    Among  the  pas- 


tors of  the  Lutherans  have  been  Rev.  Frederick  W. 
Mendson  (1848-52),  E.  A.  Bauer,  and  A.  M.  Strauss, 
the  present  pastor. 

The  pastors  of  the  German  Reformed  were  the 
Rev.  John  Helifrich,  Rev.  Charles  Eichenberg,  after 
whom  the  pulpit  was  supplied  for  several  years.  The 
present  pastor  is  the  Rev.  Joseph  H.  Schlappig. 

The  Lutherans  number  about  one  hundred  and 
eighty,  an-d  the  German  Reformed  about  seventy- 
five. 

Stemlerville. — About  1795,  Gen.  Thomas  Craig 
purchased  property  embracing  what  is  now  Stemler- 
ville. He  erected  the  old  house  that  is  still  standing, 
and  in  1814  removed  to  Lehigh  Gap.  The  property 
passed  to  others,  among  whom  was  one  Frederick, 
who  kept  a  tavern  at  the  old  house. 

Daniel  Stemler,  of  Northampton  County,  in  1829, 
purchased  the  property,  and  later  purchased  exten- 
sively adjoining.  Mr.  Stemler  at  the  time  of  his 
purchase  was  recently  married,  and,  upon  taking 
possession  of  tlie  property,  he  opened  the  old  tavern 
again  as  a  public-house,  which  he  kept  till  1852, 
when  the  present  brick  hotel  was  built.  This  he  also 
kept  till  his  death,  in  1871.  It  has  since  been  kept 
by  his  son,  Nathan. 

An  old  mill,  known  as  the  Stemler  Mill,  is  on  the 
creek  near  Stemlerville,  and  before  1833  was  in  pos- 
session of  Frederick  Bachman.  In  that  year  he  sold 
it  to  Thomas  Craig,  and  April  6,  1842,  he  sold  the 
property  to  Daniel  Stemler,  by  whose  heirs  it  is  still 
owned.  In  1864,  Daniel  Stemler  erected  the  brick 
building  now  used  as  a,  store,  and  in  1866,  Paul 
Kresge,  his  son-in-law,  opened  a  store,  which  is  still 
carried  on. 

Astage  and  mail  route  was  opened  about  1855  through 
the  place,  and  a  post-office  was  established,  with  Dan- 
iel Stemler  as  postmaster.  After  many  years  William 
Shoenberger  was  appointed,  and  held  for  a  few  months, 
and  Robert  Laubach  was  appointed.  The  office  was 
returned  to  the  Stemler  Hotel,  and  Nathan  Stemler 
was  appointed  deputy  postmaster.  It  so  remained 
until  December,  1866,  when  Paul  Kresge,  the  present 
postmaster,  was  appointed,  and  the  office  was  removed 
to  his  store. 

Trochsville,  called  after  Lynford  Troch,  who  lived 
there  and  owned  the  land.  Walp's  tavern-stand,  a 
short  distance  from  there,  was  a  noted  old  tavern-stand, 
and  when  Jacob  Rickert,  about  1854,  built  the  present 
tavern-stand  at  Trochsville  the  old  Walp  stand  was 
abandoned  as  tavern  property.  Rickert  kept  the 
tavern  a  few  years  and  sold  to  Lynford  Troch,  who 
went  to  the  war  as  captain  and  was  killed.  The  prop- 
erty was  rented  for  years,  and  is  now  owned  by  parties 
in  Easton,  and  kept  by  Thomas  Snyder. 

About  1856,  Lynford  Troch  started  a  store  at  the 
place,  and  a  post-office  was  established,  with  Troch  as 
postmaster.  The  office  was  after  a  time  abandoned, 
and  later  re-established  as  Carbon  Post-Offlce,  which 
it  still  remains.     John  Behler  served  as  postmaster. 
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and  was  succeeded  by  Harrison  Kunkel,  the  present 
postmaster,  who  also  keeps  the  hotel  and  store. 

On  the  road  from  Trochsville  to  Little  Gap,  Peter 
Jones,  many  years  ago,  erected  a  brick  house,  which 
he  opened  as  a  hotel.  The  place  became  known  as 
Jonesville.  The  hotel  was  kept  for  a  number  of  years, 
and  is  now  used  as  a  dwelling. 


CHAPTER    XXV. 

BOROUGH    OF   WEISSPORT. 

The  borough  of  Weissport  is  situated  on  the  east 
bank  of  the  Lehigh  River,  and  opposite  the  borough 
of  Lehighton.  The  greater  part  of  the  land  on  which 
it  was  built  was  patented  to  John  Roberdoe  in  1791, 
and  later  came  into  the  possession  of  Col.  Jacob 
Weiss.  That  portion  along  the  river  and  at  the  north 
end  of  the  borough  was  a  part  of  the  one  hundred 
and  twenty  acres  which  was  deeded  to  the  Moravians 
in  1745,  the  greater  part  of  which  lay  on  the  west 
side  of  the  Lehigh  River.  The  GnadenhUtten  Mis- 
sion was  established  in  1746,  and  became  a  prosperous 
settlement  and  trading-post.  The  Moravians  here 
gathered  about  them  about  five  hundred  Indians  of 
the  Mohegan  and  Delaware  tribes.  Schools  were 
established,  mills  erected,  and  agricultural  pursuits 
and  stock-raising  were  extensively  carried  on. 

The  Indians  gathered  here  were  taught  in  the 
schools  and  assisted  in  agricultural  pursuits.  Early 
in  the  year  1754  it  was  decided  to  establish  a  new 
mission  on  the  east  side  of  the  river,  to  be  called  New 
GnadenhUtten,  to  which  place  the  Indians  were  to  be 
removed. 

The  Carbon  Advocate,  in  1879,  published  an  article 
entitled  "New  GnadenhUtten,  Weissport  One  Hun- 
dred and  Twenty-five  Years  ago.''  The  writer  says, 
"  Independent  of  the  English  and  French  war  raging 
on  the  Susquehanna,  there  were  dissensions  and  bick- 
ering among  the  Indians  themselves,  and  especially  a 
feud  between  the  Delawares  and  the  Five  Nations. 
In  the  commencement  of  1754,  a  young  white  man 
having  murdered  the  peaceable  old  chief,  Tattemi,  that 
astute  diplomat  and  Quaker  Indian,  Tadeuskund,  was 
chosen  leader  and  king  of  the  Delawares.  Tadeus- 
kund had  been  converted  to  Christianity  and  bap- 
tized, and  his  chief  purpose  was  to  preserve  an  equi- 
librium of  peace  between  the  white  colonists  and  his 
own  people,  and  it  is  likely  he  saw  in  this  peaceful 
living  together  of  whites  and  Indians  at  Gnaden- 
hUtten a  serious  cause  for  jealousy  among  the  tribes 
outside,  and  so  arranged  with  Bishop  Spangenberg,  at 
Bethlehem,  to  bring  about  this  separation.  And  thus 
was  established  New  Gnadenhiitten,  now  Weissport. 

"  In  the  removal  the  Indians  were  kindly  assisted 
by  the  congregations  at  Bethlehem,  Nazareth,  Ohris- 
tianbrunn,  and  Gnadenthal,  who  furnished  not  only 
workmen  and  materials,  but  even    contributions   in 


money.  Unanimity  and  diligence  contributed  so 
much  towards  the  progress  of  this  work  that  the  first 
twenty  houses  were  inhabited  by  the  4th,  and  the 
foundation-stone  of  the  new  chapel  laid  on  the  11th 
of  June.  Bishop  Spangenberg  offered  up  a  most 
fervent  prayer,  and  delivered  a  powerful  discourse  on 
this  solemn  occasion.  The  houses  were  soon  after 
completed,  and  a  regulation  made  in  all  the  families 
for  the  children,  of  each  sex,  to  be  properly  taken 
care  of  The  dwellings  were  placed  in  such  order 
that  the  Mohegans  lived  on  one  side  of  the  street  and 
the  Delawares  on  the  other  side.  The  brethren  at 
Bethlehem  took  the  culture  of  the  old  land  on  the 
Mahoning  upon  themselves,  made  a  plantation  of  it 
for  the  use  of  the  Indian  congregation,  and  converted 
the  old  chapel  into  a  dwelling,  both  for  the  use  of 
those  brethren  and  sisters  who  had  the  care  of  the 
plantations,  and  for  missionaries  passing  on  their  visits 
to  the  heathen.  A  Synod  was  held  in  New  Gnaden- 
hUtten from  the  6th  to  the  11th  of  August,  1754,  and 
the  chapel  consecrated.  Many  Indian  assistants  were 
invited  to  this  Synod,  the  chief  intention  being  ma- 
turely to  consider  the  situation  of  the  Indian  mission." 

The  two  missions  under  the  same  management 
prospered  greatly  until  the  defeat  of  Gen.  Braddock, 
in  July,  1755,  at  which  time  the  frontiers  were  left 
open  to  attacks  from  the  Indians,  who  were  incited  by 
appeal  to  their  prejudices  and  promises  held  out  to 
them  by  the  French,  who  went  among  them  for  that 
purpose.  The  Indians  living  in  this  section  of  coun- 
try were  also  jealous  of  the  influence  exerted  by  the 
Moravian  missionaries  over  their  people.  The  defeat 
of  Braddock  caused  great  uneasiness  and  consterna- 
tion among  the  settlers  who  had  taken  up  lands  out- 
side of  the  mission,  and  many  of  them  left  their  homes 
and  fled  to  Bethlehem,  Easton,  and  other  more  thickly- 
populated  localities.  The  brethren  of  the  mission 
decided  to  remain,  and  took  every  precaution  against 
surprise,  but  it  was  in  vain. 

On  the  evening  of  Nov.  24,  1755,  the  old  mission 
was  attacked  by  a  party  of  Indians,  who,  after  vainly 
endeavoring  to  get  in  the  house,  set  the  building  on 
fire,  and  killed  and  scalped  those  who  were  not  burned 
in  the  dwelling,  except  those  who  escaped.  The  light 
of  the  flames,  and  two  Moravians  who  escaped  to  the 
new  mission,  notified  the  Indians  of  their  danger. 
They  at  once  offered  to  attack  the  enemy  without 
delay,  but  were  advised  by  the  missionary  in  charge 
to  the  contrary,  and  they  immediately  gathered  to- 
gether a  few  effects  and  fled  to  the  woods.  The  next 
day  troops  arrived  from  Bethlehem,  and  many  of  the 
refugees  returned.  No  further  trouble  was  occasioned 
by  the  Indians  until  the  1st  of  January  following 
(1756),  when  a  part  of  the  troops,  who  were  skating, 
saw  two  Indians  above  them  on  the  river,  and  fol- 
lowing them,  they  were  led  into  an  ambush  and  killed. 
This  so  alarmed  the  remaining  troops  that  they,  with 
the  Indians,  fled.  The  savages  then  burned  the  Indian 
houses  at  the  "  New  GnadenhUtten"  Mission. 
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Benjamin  Franklin  was  in  the  same  month  ap- 
pointed to  build  a  line  of  forts,  one  of  which  was  to 
be  at  this  locality.  A  full  account  of  Fort  Allen  and 
its  occupation  will  be  found  in  the  Indian  history. 

On  a  morning  in  January,  1761,  the  little  body  of 
troops,  who  for  five  years  had  been  stationed  in  Fort 
Allen,  were  ordered  to  prepare  for  evacuation.  When 
all  was  ready,  the  column  marched  out  and  down  the 
military  road  towards  Bethlehem.  For  several  years 
the  locality,  now  left  to  desolation,  had  been  the 
abiding-place  of  several  hundred  people,  who  were 
engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits,  and  of  troops  to 
protect  them.  Twenty-three  years  passed  before  an 
attempt  was  again  made  to  settle  at  this  place. 

Col.  Jacob  Weiss,  a  native  of  Philadelphia,  in  the 
year  1784,  while  on  a  tour  through  the  county  with  a 
view  of  purchasing  land,  passed  up  the  Lehigh  River. 
The  well-timbered  lands  along  the  east  side  of  the 
river  attracted  his  attention,  and  he  purchased  of  the 
Moravians  of  Bethlehem  seven  hundred  acres  of  land, 
between  what  is  now  Parryville  and  Long  Run.  He 
erected  a  log  house  for  his  own  use  on  the  site  of  the 
Fort  Allen  House  at  Weissport,  and  a  saw-mill  and 
a  log  house  for  his  sawyer,  John  Roth.  He  had  mar- 
ried a  few  years  previous  to  this  time,  and  in  the  next 
year  (1785)  moved  to  the  new  home,  his  family  then 
consisting  of  his  wife,  two  children,  and  Mrs.  Robin- 
son, his  wife's  mother.  At  this  time  the  Solts,  Arners, 
and  Hoeths  were  living  west  of  him  from  six  to  eight 
miles,  and  on  the  other  side  of  the  river  were  the 
families  of  Dodson  and  others,  four  or  five  miles 
distant. 

Active  work  commenced  in  the  woods 'and  at  the 
mill.  The  sound  of  the  woodman's  axe,  the  falling 
of  trees,  and  the  loud  voices  of  teamsters  resounded 
in  the  woods  along  the  river.  In  a  few  years  the 
forests  were  cut  away  and  fields  were  cleared  and 
planted.  Other  large  tracts  were  purchased  by  Col. 
Weiss,  and  lumbering  was  carried  on  for  many  years. 
The  next  year  (1786)  after  the  arrival  of  the  family, 
a  great  flood  occurred,  which  was  long  remembered 
by  them.  The  following  account  of  this  flood  is 
given  in  Rupp's  "History  of  the  Five  Counties," 
the  facts  therein  being  stated  by  Mrs.  Weiss  and 
her  son,  Francis,  in  September,  1844 :  "  On  the  night 
of  the  6th  of  October,  1786,  Mr.  Weiss'  family  was 
roused  from  sleep  between  ten  and  twelve  of  the  ] 
clock  by  the  cry  of  some  one,  'We  are  all  surrounded.' 
At  this  cry  the  first  thought  that  struck  them  was 
that  the  Indians  had  surprised  them,  but  they  stjon 
found  they  were  surrounded  by  water,  for  the  Le-  j 
high  had  swollen  so  suddenly  and  so  high  that  the 
whole  flat  of  Fort  Allen  was  inundated.  To  save 
themselves  they  had  to  leave  the  house.  They  drove 
the  sheep  into  the  kitchen  and  penned  them  up  in  the 
loft;  the  cattle  were  on  the  hills.  Old  Mrs.  Robin- 
son—the mother  of  Mrw.  Weiss— and  the  ■  children 
were  carried  in  a  wagon  to  the  higher  ground,  and 
Mrs.  Weiss,  between  two  and  three  in  the  morning. 


mounted  behind  her  husband  to  go  on  horseback,  but 
was  obliged  to  dismount,  for  the  horse  could  not  pos- 
sibly carry  both,  on  account  of  the  ground  being  so 
completely  soaked  that  he  sunk  to  the  flanks.  Mrs. 
Weiss,  however,  was  carried  in  an  arm-chair  by  some 
men  to  the  hill  east  of  the  canal.  At  the  same  time 
a  house  near  the  river  was  swept  away  with  its  in- 
mates,— Tippey,  his  wife,  and  two  children.  As  the 
house  was  floating  each  of  the  parents  had  a  child  by 
the  hand,  the  house  struck  a  tree,  the  parents  caught 
by  the  limbs  and  were  saved,  but  both  children  per- 
ished. In  this  predicament  Mr.  Mullen,  a  sailor,  at 
the  instance  of  Mr.  Weiss,  took  a  canoe,  and  rescued 
Tippey  and  his  wife  from  the  angry  waves  which  had 
borne  off  their  tender  children."  This  flood  is  known 
as  "Tippey's  Flood." 

In  the  year  1791,  when  Philip  Ginter  discovered 
coal  at  Summit  Hill,  he  brought  specimens  of  it  to 
Col.  Weiss,  who  at  once  became  interested  and  went 
to  Philadelphia,  and  with  others  formed  the  Lehigh 
Coal  Company.  About  ten  thousand  acres  of  land 
were  taken  up  on  the  mountain,  and  efforts  were 
made  to  bring  the  coal  to  market  and  in  use,  but  for 
the  time  they  were  not  successful. 

Col.  Weiss  was  engaged  in  all  movements  to  ad- 
vance the  best  interests  of  the  county.  In  his  ad- 
vancing years  he  retired  from  the  more  active  duties 
of  life,  and  his  sons,  Francis  and  Thomas,  were  in 
charge  of  his  business.  He  was  a  native  of  Phila- 
delphia, where  he  was  born  Sept.  1,  1750,  and  was 
educated  at  Nazareth  and  Philadelphia.  Upon  the 
breaking  out  of  the  Revolution  he  entered  the  army, 
and  was  an  active  participant  during  that  memorable 
struggle.  At  its  close  he  married,  and  in  1785  came 
to  the  place  which  now  bears  his  name,  and  lived 
there  till  his  death,  Jan.  9,  1839,  in  his  eighty-ninth 
year.  His  wife,  Elizabeth,  survived  him  several 
years.  Their  children  were  Rebecca,  Francis,  Jacob, 
Elizabeth,  Thomas,  and  Edward.  Rebecca  was  born 
in  Philadelphia,  passed  her  youth  at  Weissport,  and 
became  the  wife. of  Dr.  John  E.  Thompson.  They 
lived  at  that  place  many  years,  and  after  her  death 
her  husband  moved  to  Mauch  Chunk,  and  died  of 
cholera  in  1854.  Francis,  son  of  Jacob,  was  also  born 
in  Philadelphia.  He  attended  school  at  Nazareth  and 
Easton,  and  gave  particular  attention  to  surveying. 
He  learned  the  trade  of  printing,  but  forsook  it  for 
surveying,  which  he  made  his  life-work.  For  many 
years  he  did  most  of  the  surveying  in  this  region  of 
the  country.  He  remained  unmarried,  and  died  about 
seventy  years  of  age.  Jacob,  son  of  Jacob,  remained 
at  home  till  he  reached  maturity,  when  he  traveled  for 
several  years,  and  later  became  interested  in  coal  and 
mining  operations.  He  also  was  unmarried,  and  died 
about  sixty-five  years  of  age.  Elizabeth,  daughter  of 
Jacob,  became  the  wife  of  Jacob  Horsfield,  and  for 
several  years  resided  at  Emaus,  where  her  husband 
was  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business.  Later  they 
removed  to  Bethlehem.    Thomas,  son  of  Jacob,  settled 
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on  the  homestead  farm  and  carried  on  the  farming  and 
lumbering.  He  married  the  daughter  of  Paul  Solt, 
■who  was  one  of  the  early  settlers.  His  children  were 
Elizabeth  (Mrs.  Jacob  Bowman),  who  now  resides  at 
Millport;  Charles,  who  became  a  surveyor,  and  emi- 
grated to  Michigan  and  died  in  Detroit;  Lewis  re- 
mained at  Weissport,  and  was  for  some  years  engaged 
in  boat-building  and  in  the  mercantile  business  from 
1836  to  1857,  and  in  1872  removed  to  Lehighton, 
where  he  is  now  in  business;  Francis,  about  1850, 
engaged  in  boat-building  and  the  mercantile  business 
in  Bethlehem,  and  is  still  in  that  borough;  Alexander, 
in  1870,  went  to  California,  and  is  still  there.  Edward, 
son  of  Jacob,  remained  at  his  native  place  and  en- 
gaged in  boat-building,  mercantile  business,  and  also 
kept  the  Fort  Allen  House.     He  died  in  1864. 

Soon  after  the  year  1800  a  tide  of  emigration  began 
to  flow  to  the  west  side  of  the  Lehigh  Eiver,  and  Col. 
"Weiss,  with  others,  presented  a  petition  to  the  court 
of  Northampton  County  asking  for  a  bridge  across 
the  Lehigh  River  at  the  termination  of  the  road  that 
was  built  in  1748  from  Bethlehem  to  Gnadenhiitten. 
This  did  not  meet  with  prompt  attention,  and  another 
was  presented  bearing  date  Nov.  5,  1803,  which  was 
favorably  received,  and  viewers  were  appointed,  who 
at  a  later  term  of  court  reported  as  follows  : 

*'  The  ffonarable  Jacob  Rush,  President^  and  the  Associate  Judges,  &c, : 

"We  the  Subscribers,  the  Wewers  appointed  by  the  within  order  of 
Conrt,  having  in  pursuance  of  the  said  order  met  upon  the  spot  to  view 
the  scite  of  the  Bridge  pray'd  for,  Do  report  That  a  Bridge  is  really 
necessary  for  the  accomodation  of  the  Public  at  the  said  place.  We 
find  the  river  to  measure  one  hundred  and  twenty  feet  width,  having  a 
sobstaotial  rock  on  the  western  shore,  which  of  course  will  not  require 
any  or  very  little  walling.  And  on  the  eastern  it  will  require  an  abut- 
ment and  wing  wall  extending  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet  from 
the  abutment  eastward ;  and  we  further  suggest  that  the  lower  timbers 
ought  to  lay  about  twelve  feet  above  low-water  mark.  We  herewith 
also  present  a  draft  of  a  bridge  (which  altho'  not  fitted  to  the  width  of 
stream  as  above  mentioned,  it  being  calculated  for  one  hundred  and 
forty  feet)  will  sufficiently  describe  the  structui-e  we  would  approve  of 
The  dotted  lines  in  the  draft  describes  an  arch  of  18  feet  eleva- 
tion composed  of  eight  rows  of  timber,  each  one  foot  thick,  spread 
from  shore  to  shore,  to  which  the  flooring  is  hung  by  as  many  king- 
posts as  there  are  ten  of  feet  in  the  span,  which  posts  are  to  be  well  fast- 
ened with  iron  bolts  to  said  arch  of  timber,  and  rising  to  a  proper  height, 
and  with  a  horizontal  floor.  It  is  to  be  covered  with  a  shingle  roof, 
and  the  sides  to  be  boarded.  We  would  further  add  that  a  bridge  thus 
constructed  will  be  much  better  tlian  the  common  construction  of  an 
arch  and  flooring,  as  in  the  ascent  and  descent  of  a  heavy-laden  car- 
riage upon  such  a  flooring  the  frames  labors  hard,  and  of  course  wears 
fast;  again,  in  the  structure  we  propose  the  timber  being  covered  in  ;  it 
will  also  be  much  more  durable  on  that  account  (although  the  order  of 
court  does  not  require  it).  We  may  add  that  we  estimate  the  expense 
of  the  construction  of  such  a  bridge  Three  Thousand  dollars." 

No  action  seems  to  have  been  taken  on  this  report, 
and  a  petition  was  again  made  June  4,  1804,  "  for  a 
bridge  over  the  river  Lehigh,  at  or  near  the  house  of 
Col.  Jacob  Weiss,  in  Towamensing  township,  on  the 
public  road  leading  from  the  Water  Gap  of  Lehigh  to 
Berwick  on  Susquehannah."  The  court  appointed 
as  viewers  Jonas  Hartzell,  Esq.,  Michael  Musselman, 
Stephen  Balliet,  John  Snyder,  Jacob  Kuntz,  and 
Henry  Bowman.  They  viewed  the  site  and  made  re- 
port June  14,  1804,  which  report  was  accepted,  and  a 
bridge    ordered    built.     The    commissioners    of  the 
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county  decided  to  have  the  work  of  building  th 
bridge  done  by  the  day;  a  temporary  structure  wa 
erected  near  by,  and  the  men  were  boarded  there,  the 
commissioners  furnishing  all  the  supplies.  The  entries 
are  given  in  full  in  the  records  at  Easton,  and  among 
them  are  the  following,  June  14,  1805 :  "  To  Jacob 
Lay  for  a  Fresh  Milks  Cow  for  the  use  of  the  men 
who  work  at  Lehigh  Bridge,  at  $19.00 ;  and  John  App 
for  one  and  a  Calf,  at  $20 ;  and  $2  for  bringing  them 
up  to  the  bridge,  at  Weiss's."  "  To  Jacob  Lay  for  10 
Fat  Sheep  for  the  hands  at  Lehigh  Bridge,  $20." 
"  Sept.  20.  To  Katy  Kiokin  on  account  of  cooking, 
$4.00."  CoflFee,  tea,  sugar,  whiskey,  brandy,  beef,  pork, 
and  other  supplies  were  furnished  in  large  quantities. 
The  bridge  was  finished  in  the  summer  of  1805,  and 
the  road  was  continued  on  the  west  side  of  the  river 
to  Lausanne  (Landing  Tavern),  and  from  there  over 
the  Broad  Mountain,  and  from  1808  became  the  Le- 
high and  Susquehanna  Turnpike,  better  known  as 
Easton  and  Berwick  Turnpike.  The  bridge  remained 
in  use  with  occasional  repairs  till  1841,  when  it  was 
partially  destroyed  and  again  rebuilt,  and  from  that 
time  was  in  use  until  the  freshet  of  1862,  when  it  was 
entirely  swept  away.  The  present  bridge  was  then 
built  by  the  county. 

No  effort  was  made  to  establish  a  village  at  Weiss' 
mill  until  the  construction  of  the  canal  in  1827-28. 
At  that  time  the  Coal  and  Navigation  Company  desired 
to  locate  the  canal  on  the  west  side  of  the  river,  but  Col. 
Weiss  oflFered  the  company  right  of  way  free  through 
his  farm  on  the  east  side,  which  extended  some  dis- 
tance down  the  river.  The  proposition  was  accepted 
and  the  canal  was  constructed.  After  this  was  decided 
upon.  Col.  Weiss  and  his  sons  laid  out  a  village  plot 
into  lots,  streets,  and  a  public  square,  and  formed  a 
lottery  scheme,  in  which  each  ticket  was  placed  at  a 
cost  of  seventy-five  dollars,  and  was  to  entitle  its 
holder  to  a  lot,  the  only  difference  being  in  location. 
About  forty  tickets  were  sold  and  drawn. 

The  canal  was  completed  through  this  place  in 
1829,  and  the  building  of  houses  soon  commenced. 
Jacob  Weiss'  house  (a  frame  structure)  stood  where 
the  Fort  Allen  House  now  stands.  The  tavern-stand, 
now  known  as  the  Weissport  House,  was  built  in  that 
year  by  Peter  Snyder,  and  opened  by  Daniel  Heber- 
ling. 

About  1832,  Lewis  Weiss  commenced  building 
boats  on  the  bank  of  the  canal  for  the  Morris  Canal 
and  Banking  Company  and  the  Lehigh  Navigation 
Company.  In  1836  he  opened  the  first  store  in  the 
village,  at  the  corner  where  Franklin  Laury  now  is, 
and  remained  in  business  at  that  place  until  1857. 
In  1838,  Daniel  Heberling,  who  at  first  was  in  the 
hotel,  opened  a  store  about  the  centre  of  the  town, 
where  he  was  in  business  many  years.  He  was  school 
director  in  1838,  and  for  many  years  a  justice  of  the 
peace.  In  1836,  Andrew  Graver,  who  had  formerly 
lived  in  Lehighton,  moved  to  Weissport,  and  followed 
boating  till  after  the  freshet  in  1841,  when  he  built  a 
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boat-yard  below  Lock  No.  9,  and  commenced  the 
building  of  boats  for  the  Lehigh  Coal  and  Navigation 
Company.  He  continued  this  branch  of  business  till 
1877,  and  still  resides  in  Weissport. 

In  1846,  Nathan  Snyder  opened  a  boat-yard  above 
Lock  No.  9,  and  built  boats  there  till  1872.  In  1850, 
Miller  &  Heimbach,  who  formerly  owned  the  Maria 
Furnace,  opened  a  rope-factory,  which  was  continued 
three  or  four  years.  A  post-office  was  established  in 
1863,  and  Christopher  Grote  was  appointed  postmas- 
ter. He  was  succeeded  by  William  Grover,  who 
served  till  June,  1869,  when  Perry  J.  Kistler  was 
appointed,  and  served  till  June,  1882.  William  H. 
Knecht  succeeded  him,  and  is  the  present  postmaster. 

Flood  of  1862.— In  a  little  work  published  in  1863 
called  "  Incidents  of  the  Freshet  on  the  Lehigh  River, 
Sixth  Month  4th  and  5th,  1862,"  occurs  the  follow- 
ing: "Weissport,  owing  to  its  low  situation,  suffered 
severely.  It  is  thought  that  there  was  hardly  a  dwell- 
ing in  the  place  escaped  the  effects  of  the  water. 
Upon  our  first  visit  to  it  after  the  disaster,  the  scene  of 
desolation  it  presented  was  appalling ;  lumber,  wrecks 
of  bridges,  broken  canal-boats,  parts  of  carriages, 
etc.,  lay  in  endless  confusion  the  length  and  breadth 
of  the  town.  In  its  main  streets  lay  canal-boats,  parts 
of  houses,  and  logs  piled  a  story  or  more  high  for  a 
long  distance,  effectually  stopping  all  travel  from  it, 
and  furnishing  a  sad  memento  of  the  overwhelming 
destruction.  At  the  Fort  Allen  House  the  flood  was 
on  the  bar-room  floor  several  inches;  the  stabling  and 
out-houses  attached  to  the  hotel  were  all  carried  away. 
A  resident  of  the  place  had  taken  much  pains  to  fur- 
nish a  correct  account  of  the  number  of  buildings 
destroyed.  The  whole  number  was  eighty-nine,  con- 
sisting of  sixteen  dwellings,  thirteen  kitchens,  thirty- 
seven  stables,  two  barns,  two  blacksmith-shops,  two 
slaughter-houses,  two  wagon-sheds,  two  built  of  brick, 
one  school-house,  one  Methodist  meeting-house,  one 
saw-mill,  one  rolling  mil],  one  foundry,  one  ware- 
house, and  one  carpenter-shop,  coach-factory,  cigar- 
shop,  feed-store,  shoe-shop,  and  tailor-shop.  Four 
residents  of  the  town  were  drowned." 

"Jacob's  Church"— Lutheran  and  German  Re- 
formed.— This  congregation  was  organized  in  the 
springof  1839,  under  the  Rev.  Mr.  Yerkes  (Lutheran) 
and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Gerhart  (German  Reformed).  A 
village  lot  (the  site  of  the  present  church)  and  an  acre 
of  ground  on  the  hill  north  of  Weissport  were  do- 
nated by  Col.  Jacob  Weiss  for  church  and  burial  pur- 
poses.' The  present  brick  edifice  was  at  once  com- 
menced, and  completed  Christmas-day  the  same  year. 
The  pastors  who  have  served  the  German  Reformed 
congregation  from  that  time  to  the  present  are  as 
follows : 

Revs.  Rybel,  Helffrich,  Charles  J.  Eichenbach,  Bar- 


1  Ool.  Jacob  Weiss  was  the  flist  to  be  buried  iu  the  burial-ground. 
The  services  were  hold  in  the  school-house,  ns  the  church  was  not  yet 
complete. 


tholomew,  and  Joseph  Freeman,  the  present  pastor. 
The  Lutheran  pastors  were  the  Revs.  E.  Augustus 
Bauer,  Henninger,  and  H.  Erbst,  the  present  pastor. 
Each  congregation  has  from  eighty  to  one  hundred 
members. 

Evangelical  Church. — About  1844  a  number  of 
persons  in  sympathy  with  the  views  of  the  Evangeli- 
cal Church  Association  met  in  Weissport,  and  were 

organized  into  a  church  by  the  Rev. Myers.     A 

church  was  erected  on  the  site  of  the  present  school- 
house,  and  occupied  till  1853,  when  the  present  house 
of  worship  was  erected,  at  a  cost  of  five  thousand  dol- 
lars. It  was  known  as  the  Weissport  Station  of  the 
Carbon  Circuit,  and  was  supplied  by  pastors  on  the 
circuit  until  1870,  when  it  became  a  regular  station. 
The  pastors  who  supplied  the  church  while  a  station 
in  the  circuit  were  Revs.  Myers,  George  Knerr,  John 
Kohl,    William    Bachman,   John    Schell,    Edmund 

Butz,  Joseph  Specht,  Abraham  Schultz, Kester, 

S.  G.  Rhoads,  C.  B.  Flier,  J.  lern,  ■  Goldschull, 

George  Knerr, Bleam,  Joseph  Steller,  Benjamin 

Schmoyer,  A.  Kindt,  M.  Dissinger,  and  J.  Savitz. 
Since  1870  the  pastors  have  been  as  follows  :  1870, 
M.  Dissinger;  1871,  A.  T.  Seyboldt ;  1874,  G.  T. 
Haines;  1876,  J.  H.  Knerr;  1878,  J.  K.  Seifried; 
1880,  E.  J.  Miller ;  1882,  A.  A.  Long,  the  present 
pastor.  The  church  has  a  membership  of  two  hun- 
dred and  six,  and  a  Sunday-school  which  numbers 
about  two  hundred  pupils. 

Schools. — The  first  school-house  in  Weissport  was 
erected  in  1838,  at  a  cost  of  four  hundred  dollars.  It 
was  built  on  the  site  of  the  stone  building  now  used  as 
a  lock-up  by  the  borough,  and  was  swept  away  by 
the  freshet  in  1841,  and  the  stone  building  above  re- 
ferred to  was  erected  upon  the  site,  and  used  as  a 
school-house  until  the  present  school  building  was 
erected,  in  1865.  The  old  church  of  the  Evangelical 
Association  was  purchased  by  the  school  directors  in 
1853,  upon  the  completion  of  the  new  church  of  that 
society,  and  used  as  a  school-house  till  1862,  when  it 
was  destroyed  by  the  freshet  of  that  year.  The  pres- 
ent building  was  erected  on  the  same  site  in  1865. 
The  directors  of  the  school  prior  to  1868  will  be 
found  in  Towamensing  and  Franklin  townships. 

Weissport  became  an  independent  school  district 
March  21,  1867,  and  the  directors  since  that  time  are 
here  given  : 

1867.— Franklin   Reed,   Francis   Yundt,    William__^ 
Koonz,  Andrew  Graver,  Henry  Boyer,  Lewis  Weiss. 

1868. — Lewis  Weiss,  John  Hawk. 

1869.— Owen  Moyer,  Daniel  Schoch. 

1870.— J.  G.  Zern,  Francis  Yundt. 

1872.— Owen  Moyer,  A.  Oswald. 

1873.— J.  G.  Zern,  Francis  Yundt. 

1874. — H.  H.  Musselman,  John  Arner. 

1875.— None. 

1876.— J.  G.  Zern,  D.  B.  Albright. 

1877.— Andrew  Graver,  Sr.,  H.  H.  Everett. 

1878.— Reuben  Musselman,  Frederick  Schmidt. 
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1879. — Joseph  Feirt,  W.  H.  Miner,  Charles  Boyer. 

1880.— Milton  Florey,  Reuben  Musselman,  J.  C. 
Arner,  and  D.  B.  Albright  (tie). 

1882.— H.  H.  Musselman,  William  Florey. 

1883.— A.  J.  Guth,  E.  H.  Everett,  and  Frank  Laury 
(tie). 

The  schools  of  Weissport  are  under  the  charge  of 
Professor  J.  F.  Snyder. 

Carbon  Academy  and  Normal  School  Associa- 
tion,— In  1853  a  stock  company  was  formed  under 
the  above  title.  A  house  was  purchased,  remodeled, 
and  furnished.  Professor  Eberhart  was  employed  to 
take  charge  of  the  school.  After  an  experience  of 
two  years  it  was  found  that  under  the  management  the 
company  were  in  debt.  Professor  Eberhart  resigned, 
and  was  succeeded  by  Pliny  Porter,  who  conducted 
the  school  for  another  year,  when  it  was  thought  ad- 
visable to  sell  the  property  to  pay  the  debts  of  the 
company,  and  E.  T.  Hofford,  of  Lehighton,  became 
the  purchaser.  The  building  was  refitted,  and  opened 
May  1,  1857,  with  ten  pupils.  Patronage  increased, 
and  an  additional  teacher  was  employed.  In  1862 
the  building  was  destroyed  by  the  freshet,  and  rebuilt 
the  same  year  in  Lehighton.  In  1867,  Professor  A.  S. 
Christine  became  proprietor,  and  the  school  under  his 
management  prospered  until  June,  1868,  when  it  was 
closed  by  his  death. 

Hotels.— The  first  hotel  was  built  in  1829  by  Peter 
Snyder,  and  opened  by  Daniel  Heberling,  who  was 
landlord  for  three  years,  and  was  succeeded  by  Lewis 
Weiss,  and  later  by  the  following  persons :  Charles 
Snyder,  Alexander  Lentz,  Jacob  Snyder,  Col.  John 
Lentz,  and  others.     It  is  now  kept  by  Joseph  Webb. 

The  Fort  Allen  House  was  built  by  Edward  Weiss, 
son  of  Col.  Jacob  Weiss,  in  1857,  on  the  site  of  the  old 
house  and  within  the  limits  of  the  old  stockade  of 
Fort  Allen.  It  was  kept  for  a  time  by  Edward  Weiss, 
and  later  by  George  Moyer,  Yuna  Culp,  and  others. 
At  the  present  time  Henry  H.  Everett  is  landlord. 

The  Franklin  House  was  built  as  a  dwelling-house 
by  Nathan  Snyder  in  1860,  and  rebuilt  as  a  hotel  and 
store  in  1865.     It  is  now  kept  by  Edward  Eaber. 

Rolling-Mills.— These  mills  were  built  by  Lewis 
Weiss  in  1855,  and  operated  by  him  till  1863  ;  they 
were  then  sold  to  Bertolette  &  Co.,  who  enlarged  their 
capacity  and  operated  them  till  1881,  when  they  were 
sold  to  Lilly  &  Co.,  by  whom  they  were  again  enlarged, 
and  run  till  the  summer  of  1883,  when  they  were 
closed. 

The  Fort  Allen  Foundry  was  established  in  1874  by 
William  and  C.  T>.  Miner,  who  have  enlarged  it  sev- 
eral times,  and  still  continue  the  business. 

Lehigh  Valley  Emery-Wheel  Company.— This 
company  was  organized  in  June,  1874,  with  a  capital 
stock  of  thirty  thousand  dollars.  The  business  had 
been  conducted  on  a  small  scale  prior  to  this  time, 
but  in  this  year  buildings  were  erected  especially 
fitted  for  the  carrying  on  of  the  manufacture  of  emery- 
and  corundum-wheels.     As   the  business  increased 


additions  have  been  made  from  time  to  time.  The 
present  officers  are  William  Lilly,  president ;  L.  E. 
Wills,  secretary  and  treasurer ;  Directors,  William 
Lilly,  W.  H.  Stroh,  Dr.  J.  H.  Zern,  R.  T.  HuflFord, 
W.  R.  Butler,  W.  C.  McCormick,  and  L.  E.  Wills. 

Weissport  Borough. — Petitions  had  been  made  to 
the  courts  of  Carbon  County  asking  for  the  erection 
of  the  village  of  Weissport  into  a  borough  for  several 
years  before  any  action  was  taken.  The  matter  was 
again  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  court  in  1867,  and 
was  favorably  received,  a  decree  of  incorporation  being 
granted  on  the  3d  of  June  in  that  year. 

The  first  election  for  the  borough  of  Weissport  was 
held  in  March,  1868.  The  following  are  the  names 
of  members  of  Council  and  justices  of  the  peace  from 
that  time  to  the  present: 

Council. 

1868. — Franklin  Reed,  Francis  Yundt,  Daniel 
Shoch,  Frederick  Schmidt,  Joseph  Feist,  Thomas 
Koons. 

1869.— Joseph  Feist,  W.  Koons. 

1870.— H.  W.  Mentz,  E.  Miner. 

1872. — Joseph  Feist,  Henry  Tropp. 

1873. — Joseph  Fenner,  William  Hollinger. 

1874. — Francis  Yundt,  William  Hollinger,  Owen 
Moyer. 

1875. — Andrew  Grover,  Sr.,  Henry  Boyer,  William 
Koons. 

1876._John  Arner,  William  H.  Knecht,  William 
Koons. 

1877.— H.  H.  Musselman,  William  Hollinger. 

1878. — Henry  Tropp,  Oscar  Arner. 

1879.— C.  W.  Lentz,  John  Arner,  Sr. 

1880. — W.  H.  Everett,  Andrew  Grover,  William 
Schreiber. 

1881.— J.  B.  Seidel,  William  Schreiber,  John  Gil- 
ham. 

1882.— Benjamin  R.  Culton,  J.  B.  Seidel,  W.  Koons. 

1883.— Henry  Boyer,  P.  J.  Kistler,  W.  Koons. 

Justices  of  the  Peace. 
1872. — Henry  Boyer. 
1874.— S.  R.  Gilham. 
1876.— Charles  B.  Becker. 
1877.— Henry  Boyer,  Alfred  Whittingham. 
1881.— John  S.  Miller. 
1882.— Henry  Boyer. 


BIOGRAPHICAL    SKETCH. 


COL.  JACOB    WEISS. 

Col.  Jacob  Weiss  was  born  in  the  city  of  Philadel- 
phia. His  father  was  a  native  of  Germany,  for  many 
years  a  respectable  physician  in  that  city,  and  an  ar- 
dent supporter  of  the  American  Revolutionary  cause. 
The  subject  of  this  notice  entered  the  Continental 
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service  in  the  first  company  of  Philadelphia  volun- 
teers, commanded  by  Capt.  Cadwalader,  and,  after 
having  performed  a  tour  of  duty,  he  was,  at  the 
earnest  recommendation  of  Gen.  Mifflin,  then  acting 
as  quartermaster-general,  to  whom  he  had  served  an 
apprenticeship  in  the  mercantile  line,  and  who  knew 
him  to  be  a  trusty  and  proficient  accountant,  appointed 
a  deputy  quartermaster-general  under  him,  and  sub- 
sequently under  Gen.  Greene,  in  which  station  he  re- 
mained until  Gen.  Greene  took  command  of  the  South- 
ern army,  during  which  perilous  times  he  was  almost 
constantly  attached  to  and  followed  the  various  and 
often  sudden  movements  of  the  main  army,  which 
proved  a  very  harassing  and  arduous  service.  By  the 
advice  of  Gen.  Greene,  who,  in  his  farewell  letter  to 
him,  highly  and  affectionately  commended  him  for 
the  faithful  performance  of  the  various  duties  im- 
pressed upon  him,  he  accepted  the  appointment  as  as- 
sistant deputy  quartermaster-general  at  Easton  for 
the  county  of  Northampton,  in  the  fall  of  1780,  in 
which  capacity  he  served  until  the  close  of  the  war. 

After  the  defeat  of  the  American  army  in  the  battle 
on  the  river  Brandywine,  Sept.  11,  1777,  the  road  to 
Philadelphia  was  open  to  the  enemy.  There  was 
great  consternation  among  the  people  when  they 
heard  of  the  approach  of  the  British.  Mrs.  Weiss 
frequently  spoke  of  the  excitement  that  followed. 
Every  one  tried  to  get  away.  Fabulous  prices  were 
paid  for  all  kinds  of  conveyances.  Her  husband  was 
with  the  army,  and  she  was  left  to  her  own  resources. 
She  was  fortunate  in  procuring  the  services  of  a  team, 
and,  taking  with  her  the  wearing  apparel  of  the  family 
and  a  few  articles  of  furniture,  started  with  her  family 
for  Bristol.  Upon  her  arrival  there  she  found  the 
hotel  used  as  a  hospital  for  wounded  soldiers,  the 
sight  of  which  greatly  distressed  her.  In  the  follow- 
ing month  Col.  Weiss  sent  his  family  to  Easton,  Pa. 

After  closing  up  the  business  of  his  department  in 
1783,  he  retired  from  the  public  service,  and  pur- 
chased a  tract  of  land  from  the  Moravians,  on  the 
Lehigh  River,  north  of  the  Blue  Mountain,  including 
the  site  on  which  Fort  Allen  formerly  stood.  To  this 
wild  and  secluded  spot  he  brought  his  family  in  1785. 
The  inhabitants  were  few  and  simple  in  their  habits, 
unburdened  by  the  restraints  and  conventionalities 
of  modern  life.  Nor  had  they  need  of  many  of  the 
things  we  now  consider  necessary  to  our  health  and 
comfort.  An  umbrella  was  considered  a  great  novelty, 
and  Mrs.  Weiss  at  first  attracted  some  attention  by 
carrying  one  on  a  warm  or  rainy  day. 

While  the  colonel's  time  was  fully  employed  in  at- 
tending to  the  various  duties  that  claimed  his  atten- 
tion, Mrs.  Weiss  did  not  so  readily  adapt  herself  to 
the  situation  ;  she  missed  the  society  of  congenial 
friends,  the  church  to  which  she  had  been  accus- 
tomed to  resort  on  the  Sabbath,  and  the  school  which 
her  children  had  attended. 

Within  the  inclosure  around  Col.  Weiss'  dwelling 
was  the  well  dug  inside  of  the  fort  erected  here  by 


Dr.  Franklin,  remaining  as  a  memorial  of  the  old 
Indian  war,  and  an  evidence  of  what"  Poor  Richard" 
knew  about  digging  wells. 

While  contending  with  a  soil  by  nature  rocky  and 
sterile,  the  early  settlers  were  also  frequently  sub- 
jected during  the  growing  season  to  severe  frosts,  gen- 
erated by  the  humidity  preserved  by  the  shade  of  the 
forest,  so  that  farming  operations  were  only  moder- 
ately successful.  Besides  farming,  the  lumber  busi- 
ness claimed  a  large  share  of  the  colonel's  attention. 
Under  his  energetic  management  the  flats  around  his 
dwelling  and  the  adjacent  hills  were  rapidly  cleared 
up  and  brought  under  cultivation,  and  the  surround- 
ing forest  furnished  an  abundant  supply  of  lumber 
for  his  mills.  While  thus  engaged  in  transforming 
these  savage  haunts  into  the  peaceful  abodes  of  civil- 
ized life,  he  probably  realized  the  fact  that  "peace  as 
well  as  war  has  its  victories." 

Owing  to  the  steep  mountain-sides  and  the  rapidity 
with  which  the  smaller  streams  discharge  their  waters 
into  the  river  during  heavy  rains  or  the  rapid  melt- 
ing of  the  snow  upon  the  mountains,  the  valley  of  the 
Lehigh  is  liable  to  sudden  and  destructive  floods. 
On  the  night  of  Oct.  6, 1786,  the  family  were  aroused 
by  the  cry  that  they  were  surrounded  by  water ;  the 
colonel  upon  raising  the  window  beheld  to  his  dis- 
may the  whole  flat  overflowed.  What  increased  the 
alarm  was  that  there  had  been  no  heavy  rain  in  the 
vicinity.  In  the  darkness  of  the  night  the  waters 
could  be  seen  to  rush  wildly  by,  and  steps  were  im- 
mediately taken  to  remove  the  family  to  a  place  of 
safety.  Teams  were  hastily  harnessed,  and  after 
much  difficulty  and  danger  they  reached  the  hills. 
Not  so  fortunate  were  the  occupants  of  an  adjacent 
dwelling,  occupied  by  a  man  named  Tippey  and  his 
wife  and  two  children,  which  was  carried  away  by  the 
flood,  and  lodged  among  the  trees  of  an  island  about 
one  mile  down  the  river.  Tippey  and  his  wife  saved 
themselves  by  clinging  to  the  branches  of  a  tree,  but 
their  children  perished  in  the  flood.  This  flood  was 
afterwards  known  among  the  people  of  the  surround- 
ing country  as  "  Tippey's  Flood." 

In  the  year  1791  an  event  occurred,,  in  itself  ap- 
parently trifling,  but  destined  in  the  near  future  to 
work  a  mighty  change  in  the  wild  and  solitary  region 
of  the  Lehigh  lying  to  the  north  of  the  colonel's 
home.  This  was  the  accidental  discovery  of  coal  by 
Philip  Ginter,  a  hunter,  who  observed  it  adhering  to 
the  roots  of  a  tree  which  had  been  blown  down  as  he 
was  tramping  over  the  mountains  in  search  of  game. 
As  he  had  often  listened  to  the  traditions  of  the  coun- 
try of  the  existence  of  coal  in  the  vicinity,  it  occurred 
to  him  that  this  might  be  a  portion  of  that  "stone 
coal"  of  which  he  had  heard,  and  the  next  day  he 
i  carried  it  to  Col.  Jacob  Weiss.  The  colonel  took  the 
specimen  to  Philadelphia  and  submitted  it  to  the  in- 
spection of  John  Nicholson  and  Michael  Hillegas, 
Esqs.,  and  his  brother-in-law,  Charles  Cist,  who  ascer- 
tained its  nature  and  qualities,  and  authorized  Col. 
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Weiss  to  satisfy  Ginter  for  his  discovery  upon  point- 
ing out  the  spot  where  he  found  the  coal. 

Hillegas,  Cist,  Weiss,  and  some  others  formed 
themselves  into  the  "  Lehigh  Coal-Mine  Company," 
and  took  up  about  eight  or  ten  thousand  acres  of,  till 
then  unlocated,  land,  embracing  the  principal  por- 
tion of  the  coal-lands  now  owned  by  the  Lehigh 
Coal  and  Navigation  Company. 

The  mining  operations  of  the  company,  however, 
were  not  successful,  and  the  mine  remained  in  a  neg- 
lected condition  for  several  years.  Between  the  coal- 
mine and  the  distant  market  lay  a  vast  expanse  of 
mountainous  country.  The  Lehigh  River,  in  its  then 
^unimproved  condition,  seemed  to  offer  insurmount- 
able obstacles  to  any  attempt  to  float  anything  much 
larger  than  a  canoe  over  its  rapid  current  and  rocky 
bed. 

Col.  Weiss,  notwithstanding  the  inauspicious  out- 
look, determined  that  the  coal  should,  at  least,  be  in- 
troduced to  the  acquaintance  of  the  public.  Ox-teams 
were  brought  into  requisition,  and  several  loads  were 
hauled  across  the  mountains  to  the  Mahoning  and 
thence  to  Fort  Allen. 

The  writer  often  heard  his  father  speak  of  the  diffi- 
culties encountered  in  these  attempts  to  haul  coal 
across  the  mountains ;  the  ascent  of  the  mountains  was 
less  difficult  than  the  descent ;  in  the  latter  case  it  was 
necessary  to  fell  large  trees  and  attach  them  to  the 
wagon  to  prevent  a  runaway. 

But  Col.  Weiss  was  persistent  in  his  determination 
to  bring  the  coal  into  use,  and  would  fill  his  saddle- 
bags with  the  despised  substance  and  ride  around 
among  the  blacksmiths  of  the  country  earnestly  so- 
liciting them  to  try  it.  A  few  accepted  the  proffered 
gift,  and  used  it  with  partial  success,  others  threw  it 
aside  as  soon  as  the  colonel  was  out  of  sight,  with  the 
remark  that  he  must  be  crazy.^ 

The  Coal-Mine  Company,  desirous  of  rendering 
their  property  available,  granted  leases  to  several  par- 
ties successively,  only  to  be  abandoned  in  turn  when 
the  difficulties  and  losses  of  the  enterprise  became 
manifest.  Not  until  the  Lehigh  Coal  and  Navigation 
Company  took  hold  of  the  enterprise  was  the  coal 
sent  to  market  in  sufficient  quantities  and  at  prices 
which  at  length  attracted  the  attention  of  thepublic. 

Some  threescore  years  have  passed  since  the  silent 
solitudes  of  the  Upper  Lehigh  were  broken  by  the 
busy  hum  of  industry,  and  an  heretofore  untamed 
mountain-stream  was  made  subservient  to  the  pur- 
poses of  commerce;  the  marvelous  transformation 
which  has  since  taken  place  not.one  of  the  early  pio- 
neers in  their  prophetic  visions  could  have  foreseen. 
It  was  beyond  the  grasp  of  their  philosophy.  That 
wonderful  creation,  a  modern  locomotive,  capable  of 
moving  a  train  of  loaded  coal-cars  more  than  one-third 


1  It  has  been  suggested  that  as  these  early  pioneers  were  unfamiliar 
with  the  nature  and  character  of  anthracite  coal,  some  of  the  coal  se- 
lected may  have  been  "  stone  coal,"  and  that  offered  the  public  may  have 
been,  not  only  in  name  but  in  fact,  "stone  coal." 


of  a  mile  in  length  at  the  rate  of  ten  or  fifteen  miles 
an  hour,  had  not  yet  been  evolved  from  its  germ. 
Nor  could  they  have  had  any  conception  of  the  mar- 
velous extent  of  the  coal  formations.  Geology  was 
then  in  its  infancy.  They  spoke  of  the  Mauch  Chunk 
Mountain  as  a  solid  mass  of  coal,  and  upon  a  report 
reaching  the  public  that  the  miners  had  reached  the 
bottom  of  the  mine  at  Summit  Hill  the  stock  of  the 
Lehigh  Coal  and  Navigation  Company  fell  twenty 
per  cent,  in  the  Philadelphia  market. 

Col.  Weiss  had  the  misfortune  of  being  deprived 
of  his  eyesight  about  twenty  years  before  his  death, 
and  also  becoming  extremely  deaf,  misfortunes  which 
he  bore  with  great  resignation.  He  was  a  man  of 
liberal  education,  strong  mind,  remarkable  memory, 
and  generous  disposition.  He  died  at  Weissport,  Jan. 
9,  1839,  in  the  eighty-ninth  year  of  his  age,  and  hia 
remains  rest  in  the  graveyard  near  the  village.  His 
widow,  Elizabeth  Robison  Weiss,  survived  him  nearly 
six  years,  and  died  Nov.  29,  1844,  reaching  the  ripe 
age  of  ninety-one  years.  The  children  were  Francis, 
born  in  Philadelphia,  March  7,  1773,  who  followed 
the  business  of  surveying ;  never  having  married, 
he  resided  with  his  father  at  the  old  homestead  ;  he 
died  March  5,  1845.  Rebecca,  born  April  9,  1774, 
married  William  Hartfield;  died  at  Bethlehem,  Feb 
14,  1845.  Jacob,  born  Aug.  18,  1775,  spent  many 
years  in  the  mercantile  business,  first  in  Luzerne 
and  later  in  Schuylkill  County.  Thomas  was  born 
in  Philadelphia,  Aug.  29, 1776.  His  early  years  were 
spent  in  Easton  and  Nazareth.  After  attending  school 
for  several  years  at  the  latter  place  he  was  apprenticed 
to  a  hatter;  after  serving  out  his  apprenticeship  he 
abandoned  the  business  in  disgust  and  took  charge 
of  his  father's  farming  and  lumbering  business,  which 
he  conducted  with  energy  and  skill.  He  was  an  active 
and  enterprising  citizen,  and  took  a  lively  interest  in 
all  the  public  enterprises  of  the  day.  He  was  espe- 
cially active  in  commending  the  common-school  sys- 
tem to  the  farmers  of  the  surrounding  country,  solicit- 
ing their  sympathy  and  support  in  the  cause  of  edu- 
cation, for  it  may  not  be  generally  known  at  the 
present  day  that  much  opposition  manifested  itself  to 
the  introduction  of  the  common-school  system  among 
the  German  population. 

After  the  completion  of  the  Lehigh  Canal  he,  in 
connection  with  his  brother  Francis,  laid  out  the  town 
of  Weissport,  locating  it  on  the  broad  flat  lying  be- 
tween the  river  and  canal,  having  a  general  elevation 
of  from  ten  to  fifteen  feet  above  the  river  in  its  ordi- 
nary stage.  True,  the  site  selected  had  once  been  over- 
flowed by  an  extraordinary  flood,  known  as  "Tip- 
pey's  Flood,"  some  forty  odd  years  before,  but  this 
began  to  be  looked  upon  as  one  of  those  rare  occur- 
rences which  would  probably  never  be  repeated.  But 
after  the  destructive  floods  of  1841  and  1862,  people 
began  to  realize  the  fact  that  a  safer  location  for  build- 
ing purposes  might  be  desirable,  and  the  growth  of  the 
town  has  since  been  very  much  retarded. 
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Thomas  Weiss  married  Miss  Maria  Soldt,  daughter 
of  Paul  and  Mary  Soldt,  who  resided  about  three 
miles  from  Fort  Allen,  being  among  the  early  settlers 
of  Big  Creek.  Sept.  15, 1806,  they  took  up  their  abode 
in  a  dwelling  standing  near  the  house  of  Col.  Weiss, 
which  they  occupied  to  near  the  close  of  life;  here 
were  born  their  children, — Rebecca  (married  to  Dr. 
John  D.  Thompson),  Elizabeth  (widow  of  Jacob 
Bowman,  now  residing  at  Millport,  Carbon  Co.), 
Lewis  (residing  at  Lehighton),  Charles  (who  died  at 
Sheboygan,  Mich.,  Nov.  30,  1839),  Julia  (who  died 
at  Weissport,  Jan.  2,  1818),  Francis  (now  residing  at 
Bethlehem,  and  the  only  member  of  the  family  who 
engaged  in  the  coal  business  since  his  grandfather's 
early  attempt  to  distribute  coal  in  saddle-bags),  Ed- 
ward (who  died  at  Mauch  Chunk,  Aug.  6,  1866,  whose 
widow  resides  in  Franklin  township,  Carbon  Co.), 
and  Alexander  (now  residing  with  his  family  at  Los 
Angeles,  Cal.). 

Thomas  Weiss  died  at  Weissport,  April  23,  1847. 
His  widow  survived  him  about  eight  years,  and  died 
July  31,  1855.  Their  descendants  in  1879  numbered 
one  hundred  and  sixty,  to  wit :  eight  children,  forty- 
nine  grandchildren,  eighty-three  great-grandchildren, 
and  twenty  great-great-grandchildren  ;  of  these,  four 
children,  thirty-seven  grandchildren,  sixty  great- 
grandchildren, and  sixteen  great-greatgrandchildren 
were  living  in  1879. 


CHAPTER    XXVI. 

BOROUGH    OF   WBATHERLY.i 

The  borough  of  Weatherly  is  located  on  the  banks 
of  the  Black  Creek,  and  on  the  line  of  the  Lehigh 
Valley  Railroad,  about  fourteen  miles  northwest  of 
Mauch  Chunk.  The  place  was  originally  called 
Black  Creek  from  the  color  of  tlie  water  in  the  stream 
on  which  it  is  situated.  (The  color  of  the  water  was 
attributed  to  vegetable  origin,  as  the  head-waters  of 
the  stream  came  from  dense  hemlock  swamps.)  When 
the  first  post-office  was  established  here  the  name  was 
changed  to  Weatherly,  named  after  a  Mr.  Weatherly 
(one  of  the  directors  of  the  Beaver  Meadow  Com- 
pany), a  watch-  and  clock-maker  by  trade,  who, 
some  of  the  old  citizens  say,  promised  to  present  the 
place  with  a  town-clock  in  recognition  of  the  honor 
conferred  upon  him  by  the  bestowal  of  the  name,  but 
which  promise  has  never  yet  been  fulfilled. 

The  ground  upon  which  the  town  is  built  was 
originally  owned  by  Samuel  S.  Barber  and  John 
Romick,  Sr.,  who  held  warrantee  deeds.  Their  object 
in  purchasing  the  land  was  to  carry  on  lumbering 
and  farming,  as  it  was  heavily  timbered  and  a  pretty 
good  soil. 

1  B)-  Dr.  J.  B.  Tweedle. 


The  first  settlement  was  on  the  Romick  tract. 
Benjamin  Romick  built  a  saw-mill  and  house  on  the 
west  side  of  the  Black  Creek,  opposite  the  present 
Lehigh  Valley  Depot.  He  put  in  charge  of  this  mill 
a  man  by  the  name  of  Featherbee.  In  the  year  1826 
he  moved  to  this  place  with  his  family.  A  stable 
was  fitted  up,  and  Featherbee  and  his  family  moved 
in  there,  and  Romick  in  the  house,  which  stood  where 
the  store  on  the  west  side  now  stands.  The  first 
lumber  sawed  in  this  mill  was  for  the  building  of  a 
school-house  and  church  in  what  was  later  known  as 
the  Turnpike  District,  at  the  Spring  Mountain  Hotel. 
Shortly  after  Romick  had  moved  here  a  Mr.  Scheckler 
with  a  large  family  of  boys  came  to  the  east  side  of, 
the  creek  and  built  a  log  house  near  the  site  of  the 
present  East  Weatherly  school-house.  These  boys 
worked  at  the  mills  and  in  the  woods.  Soon  after 
1830,  Mr.  Romick  built  a  larger  house  on  the  lower 
side  of  his  other  house,  and  opened  it  as  a  tavern. 
The  surveyors  and  engineers  who  had  charge  of  the 
survey  of  the  Beaver  Meadow  Railroad  made  this 
house  their  stopping-place;  John  Lomison,  who 
later  married  the  daughter  of  Benjamin  Romick, 
was  one  of  this  party,  and  here  met  his  future  wife. 
This  tavern  was  kept  by  Mr.  Romick  until  the  sale  to 
the  Beaver  Meadow  Company  and  his  removal  to 
Quakake  Valley. 

Asa  Packer  had  purchased  part  of  the  Barber  tract, 
and  about  1835-36,  John  Smith  came  to  the  place  to 
take  charge  of  clearing  the  land.  A  mill  was  built 
by  them  about  a  mile  below  Black  Creek  Junction. 
A  store  was  started  by  them  at  Black  Creek  (now 
Weatherly,  below  the  Gilbert  House),  which  is  now 
used  as  a  stove-  and  tin-store.  A  tavern  was  soon 
opened  by  Mr.  Tubbs,  in  a  building  on  the  site  of  the 
Gilbert  House. 

Samuel  Ingham,  who  was  president  of  the  Beaver 
Meadow  Railroad  and  Coal  Company,  with  others, 
had  conceived  the  idea  of  manufacturing  patent  locks 
at  this  place,  and  built  a  frame  building  in  which  to 
carry  on  the  work.  Upon  the  removal  of  the  Beaver 
Meadow  shops  from  Beaver  Meadow  to  this  place  the 
project  was  given  up,  and  the  building  was  used  for 
the  machine-shops  for  the  company. 

In  1843,  A.  H.  Van  Oleve  &  Co.  opened  a  store  on 
the  site  of  the  present  store  of  W.  W.  Blakslee. 

The  soil  here  is  mostly  red  shale,  and  the  surface  of 
the  country  is  very  uneven  ;  in  fact,  there  is  scarcely 
a  level  street  in  the  borough.  The  borough  is  bounded 
on  the  north  by  the  Spring  Mountain,  east  by  Brushy 
Hollow  Creek,  south  by  the  Broad  Mountain,  and 
west  by  Packer  township  line.  Up  to  the  present 
time  no  minerals  have  been  discovered  within  the 
borough  limits,  and,  judging  from  the  appearance  of 
the  surface,  there  are  none  here.  In  the  eastern  part 
there  is  an  immense  bed  of  sand  and  river  stones, 
which  would  indicate  that  it  was  once  the  bed  of  an 
immense  lake,  fed  by  the  Lehigh  River  or  some 
other  stream,  and   which    has  broken   through   the 
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Broad  Mountain  at  Penn  Haven,  leaving  the  bed 
dry.  The  principal  stream  of  water  in  the  borough 
is  the  Black  Creek,  which  is  a  continuation  of  the 
Hazle  Creek  from  Hazle  Creek  bridge  to  Black  Creek 
Junction,  where  it  joins  the  Quakake,  and  takes  that 
name,  which  it  retains  till  it  empties  into  the  Lehigh 
River  at  Penn  Haven. 

The  place  consisted  of  but  a  few  small  houses  until 
the  Beaver  Meadow  Railroad  was  completed  to  this 
point,  and  it  was  found  necessary,  in  order  to  over- 
come what  was  considered  at  that  time  a  very  heavy 
grade,  to  construct  two  inclined  planes,  each  about 
half  a  mile  in  length,  making  this  the  stopping-point 
for  the  engines  that  took  the  coal  from  here  to  Mauch 
Chunk.  The  road  continued  from  the  head  of  the 
planes  to  Beaver  Meadow,  where  the  company  had 
their  coal-mines,  and  at  first  located  their  machine- 
shops  and  foundry.  But  they  soon  found  that  it  was 
too  inconvenient,  and  such  hard  work  to  get  their  en- 
gines up  the  planes  for  repairs  that  they  decided  to 
move  the  shops  to  Weatherly,  which  was  done  about 
the  year  1840,  and  gave  the  town  a  permanent  exist- 
ence. The  shops  were  not  very  extensive,  and  the 
building  of  a  locomotive  in  those  days  was  considered 
quite  an  important  event.  The  existence  of  the  place 
depends  entirely  upon  the  shops  located  here,  which 
have  grown,  under  the  present  able  management  of 
Master-Mechanic  Philip  Hofifecker,  from  a  small  con- 
cern turning  out  one  small  engine  a  year  to  a  ca- 
pacity of  completing  at  least  one  a  month,  and  that 
of  the  heaviest,  strongest,  and  fastest  class  made  in 
the  country. 

The  Beaver  Meadow  Division  of  the  Lehigh  Valley 
Railroad,  of  which  Weatherly  is  the  centre,  has  been 
under  the  able  management  of  Hon.  A.  G.  Brodhead 
as  superintendent  almost  since  its  existence.  The 
shops  were  first  under  the  charge  of  Hopkin  Thomas 
as  master-mechanic,  who  was  succeeded  by  the  pres- 
ent manager,  Philip  Hofiecker.  The  car-shops  have 
undergone  the  same  change,— from  an  old,  rickety 
shed  to  a  capacity  of  making  all  kinds  of  cars,  and 
building  at  least  twenty-five  new  cars  and  repairing 
two  hundred  old  and  broken  ones  per  week.  They 
employ  two  hundred  hands,  and  have  been  under  the 
able  management  of  Daniel,  Rouse,  assisted  by  his 
son,  E.  G.  Rouse,  since  their  existence,  and  are  con- 
sidered second  to  none  in  the  possession  of  the  com- 
pany. 

The  only  manufacturing  in  the  borough  of  Weath- 
erly is  carried  on  by  the  Lehigh  Valley  Railroad 
Company.  In  1839  it  was  decided  by  the  Beaver 
Meadow  Railroad  and  Coal  Company  to  move  their 
shops  to  Black  Creek  (now  Weatherly),  and  in  1840 
the  first  car-shops  were  built  at  the  foot  of  the  in- 
clined plane.  These  were  used  till  swept  away  by  the 
freshet  of  1850,  and  rebuilt  the  same  year.  In  1855 
the  company  built  a  car-shop  (thirty  by  seventy  feet) 
on  the  site  of  the  present  location,  and  the  next  year 
removed  the  old  shops  to  the  new  one  and  added 


them  to  it.  These  shops  were  used  from  that  time 
till  they  were  totally  destroyed  by  fire,  which  occurred 
on  the  morning  of  July  8,  1880.  New  frame  build- 
ings were  commenced  in  August,  the  same  year,  and 
completed  during  the  year  1881. 

The  car-shops  are  sixty  by  two  hundred  and  fifty- 
six  feet;  blacksmith-shop,  bolt-  and  engine-room, 
forty  by  one  hundred  and  seventy-six  feet,  containing 
twenty  fires ;  stone  boiler-house,  eighteen  by  thirty- 
six  feet,  with  brick  stack  fifty  feet  in  height.  An 
average  of  two  hundred  men  are  employed  in  these 
shops.  In  1883  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  coal- 
cars  were  manufactured,  forty-five  thousand  nine 
hundred  cars  repaired,  and  much  other  work.  Daniel 
Rouse  is  superintendent. 

In  1839,  Ingham  &  Co.  built  a  frame  building  on 
the  west  side  of  Black  Creek,  opposite  the  present 
depot,  for  the  purpose  of  manufacturing  patent  locks. 
Upon  the  decision  of  the  Beaver  Meadow  Railroad 
and  Coal  Company  to  remove  to  Black  Creek  (now 
Weatherly),  they  purchased  this  building  and  moved 
the  machine-shops  into  it,  where  they  remained  till 
the  completion  of  the  new  shops,  in  1869.  In  1866 
the  present  round-house  was  built,  having  tracks  for 
sixteen  locomotives.  The  stone  machine-shops  were 
commenced  in  1867,  and  completed  in  1869.  They 
are  one  hundred  and  fifty  by  two  hundred  and  fifty 
feet  in  dimensions.  There  are  in  the  employ  of  the 
company,  at  the  machine-shops  and  on  the  road,  four 
hundred  and  twenty-five  men.  Five  locomotives 
were  built  in  1883. 

The  town  was  a  part  of  Lausanne  township  until 
1863,  when  it  was  made  a  borough.  It  then  contained 
about  five  hundred  inhabitants,  with  one  church  and 
two  schools.  At  present  the  place  supports  five 
churches, — a  Presbyterian,  Methodist,  German  Re- 
formed, Lutheran,  and  Catholic,  with  a  fair  prospect 
of  establishing  an  Episcopal. 

Presbyterian  Church. — The  first  church  service 
of  this  denomination  was  held  in  the  year  1838,  by  the 
Rev.  Daniel  Gaston,  who  resided  at  Beaver  Meadow. 
In  1841  the  first  school-house  was  built  and  used  for 
services.  Mr.  Gaston  served  here  until  1844.  In 
1845,  Rev.  J.  G.  Moore  was  installed  as  pastor,  officia- 
ting until  1848.  He  was  succeeded  by  Rev.  David 
Harbison.  In  1852  the  present  church  building  was 
commenced.  In  1852,  Rev.  John  Baker  took  charge, 
and  in  1853,  October  9th,  the  church  was  dedicated. 
In  1854,  Rev.  J.  W.  Porter  was  in  charge  for  a  while, 
then  in  the  same  year  Rev.  John  Armstrong  took 
charge,  and  remained  until  1859,  when  the  church 
was  regularly  organized  as  the  First  Presbyterian 
Church  of  Weatherly.  Rev.  John  Darrah  took  charge 
and  was  pastor  until  1861.  From  1861  to  1864,  Rev. 
Armstrong  officiated.  During  1864,  Rev.  John  John- 
son filled  the  pulpit.  In  1865,  Rev.  James  M.  Solo- 
man  took  charge.  December,  1865,  Rev.  Daniel  De- 
ruelle  became  pastor.  In  the  fall  of  1867  the  building 
was  remodeled  and  used  by  the  Presbyterians  alone. 
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Previous  to  this  other  denominations  had  worshiped 
in  it.  About  this  time  the  Methodist  Church  was 
completed,  and  that  denomination  used  their  own 
building.  In  1871,  Rev.  Daniel  Deruelle  resigned,  and 
Rev.  William  Webster  was  installed,  and  served  until 
1875,  when  Rev.  J.  M.  Wilson  took  charge  until  Feb- 
ruary, 1878.  The  church  was  then  supplied  by  min- 
isters sent  by  the  Presbytery  until  1881,  when  Rev.  J. 
P.  Moffat,  the  present  pastor,  took  charge.  The  so- 
ciety owns  a  fine  church  building,  a  large  parsonage, 
all  paid  for,  and  is  out  of  debt.  The  members  number 
about  one  hundred  and  twenty-five. 

St.  Nicholas  Catholic  Church.— The  corner-stone 
of  this  church  was  laid  Oct.  25,  1874,  Rev.  E.  V.  Mc- 
Elhone,  pastor.  The  building,  completed  in  1875  and 
paid  for,  lost  five  thousand  dollars.  Rev.  McElhone 
remained  in  charge  until  1878,  when  he  was  succeeded 
by  Rev.  Hugh  McManus,  who  was  in  charge  until  1882, 
when  the  present  pastor,  B.  J.  Conway,  was  appointed. 
Rev.  Conway  is  taking  steps  toward  the  erection  of  a 
parsonage  near  the  church.  A  cemetery  has  been 
opened  near  the  church.  The  Catholic  population 
of  the  borough  numbers  about  three  hundred  and  sev- 
enty-five. 

The  Lutheran  Church  was  built  in  1876.  It  was 
supplied  by  Rev.  P.  T.  Hennigan  and  Rev.  Broegel 
until  1883,  when  the  Rev.  Louis  Smith  became  its 
pastor.     The  present  membership  is  about  forty-five. 

The  Reformed  Church  was  built  in  1875,  at  a  cost 
of  three  thousand  five  hundred  dollars.  The  first 
pastor  was  Rev.  J.  Fuendling.  He  was  followed  by 
the  Rev.  M.  H.  Mishler,  who  served  about  four  years, 
and  was  succeeded  by  the  present  pastor,  Rev.  A.  M. 
Masonheimer.  The  present  membership  is  about  one 
hundred. 

Hotels. — The  first  license  for  a  tavern  in  what  is 
now  the  borough  of  Weatherly  was  granted  to  Ben- 
jamin Romick  about  1831.  He  kept  on  the  west  side 
till  about  1835-36.  Next,  William  Tubbs  opened  a 
tavern  on  the  site  of  the  Gilbert  House.  He  was  suc- 
ceeded in  1843  by  Charles  Gilbert,  who  kept  the 
tavern  till  about  1848,  and  was  followed  by  Charles 
H.  Williams,  who  remained  till  his  removal  to  Rock- 
port  in  1857.  It  has  been  kept  since  by  Joseph 
Fields,  J.  S.  Keiser,  Lewis  Drumber,  George  Keiser, 
and  P.  H.  Stofliet,  the  present  proprietor. 

The  Carbon  House  was  built  in  1850-51  by  Joseph 
W.  Leadenham,  who  kept  it  from  that  time  to  1865, 
when  he  sold  it  to  Thomas  Dunn,  from  whom  it 
passed  successively  to  Peter  Kline,  William  Kamer- 
zel,  and  James  F.  Purcell,  who  is  the  present  landlord 
and  proprietor. 

The  house  now  known  as  the  Packer  House  was 
built  in  1856  by  Aaron  Grimes  as  a  dwelling.  It 
came  into  possession  of  Levi  Hartz  in  1868,  who 
fitted  it  up  as  a  hotel,  and  has  kept  it  as  such  from 
that  time. 

The  Verzi  House,  forty  by  forty  feet,  two  stories  in 
height,  with  a  Mansard  roof,  was  built  by  Joseph 


Verzi  in  1882,  and  opened  soon  after  its  completion 
by  the  proprietor,  who  still  keeps  it. 

Schools. — The  first  school-house  was  erected  in 
1841,  near  the  site  of  the  present  school-house.  This 
was  moved  to  the  property  of  Charles  Gilbert,  who 
made  a  store-house  of  it,  and  which  is  still  used  as 
such.  A  new  school-house  was  built  on  the  site  in 
1855,  about  twenty-five  by  thirty  feet  in  dimensions, 
and  two  stories  high.  William  Prescott  built  it,  at  a 
cost  of  seven  hundred  dollars,  exclusive  of  the  founda- 
tion,— completed,  it  cost  one  thousand  dollars.  This 
served  its  purpose,  and  was  torn  down  to  make  way 
for  the  present  building,  which  was  erected  in  1869 
(costing  six  thousand  dollars),  and  is  still  used:  In 
1883  a  frame  building,  forty  by  seventy  feet,  was  erected 
for  school  purposes,  at  a  cost  of  five  thousand  five  hun- 
dred dollars,  fitted  with  all  modern  improvements  and 
school  furniture.  This  is  situated  in  West  Weatherly, 
on  the  west  side  of  Black  Creek.  Professor  William 
H.  Rauch  is  principal  of  all  the  schools. 

The  school  directors  have  been  as  follows  : 

1851. — Joseph  Stetler,  Daniel  Miles. 

1852.— R.  D.  Stiles,  Charles  Gilbert. 

1853.— Charles  H.  Williams,  Philip  Hoffecker. 

1854. — James  Lewis,  Samuel  Hoover. 

1855.— R.  D.  Stiles,  Thomas  Harleman. 

1866. — John  Smith,  C.  H.  Williams,  Jonas  Koons. 

1857. — James  Lewis,  Charles  Gilbert,  N.  Houser. 

1858. — R.  D.  Stiles,  Samuel  Harleman. 

1859.— Samuel   Hoover,  W.  W.  Blakslee,  Thomas 
Halerman. 

1860.^James  Lewis,  Daniel  Rouse,  Daniel  McDon- 
nell. 

1861.— W.  W.  Blakslee,  John  Hoover. 

1862.— John  Smith,  P.  S.  McDermott,  Peter  Kline. 

1863.— H.  B.  Berryhill,  Daniel  Rouse. 

1864. — No  record. 

1865.— (Borough  of  Weatherly.) 

1866.— W.  W.  Blakslee,  J.  P.  Buch. 

1867. — Amos  Derr,  Daniel  Rouse. 

1868.— Daniel  Dourell,  Philip  Hoffecker. 

1869.— Valentine  Smith,  Samuel  Harleman. 

1870.— Samuel  Croll,  M.  W.  Kelly. 

1872. — Samuel  Harleman,  S.  E.  Schoonover. 

1873.— Nathan  Houser,  B.  Kingle. 

1874.— Daniel  Rouse,  C.  H.  Dewitt. 

1875.— Ephraim  William,  John  Hines. 

1876.— L.  F.  Wagner,  Samuel  Croll,  Samuel  Harle- 
man. 

1877.— W.  W.  Buch,  E.  R.  Enbody. 

1878.— H.  B.  Hoffecker,  George  W.  Lentz. 

1879.— J.  G.  Eadie,  J.  W.  Hunter,  H.  S.  Rinker. 

1880.— G.  W.  Miller,  Jacob  Miller,  Levi  F.  Wagner. 

1881.— Samuel  Croll,  C.  H.  Dewitt. 

1882— H.  S.  Rinker,  L.  H.  Latham. 

1883.— J.  C.  Streeter,  C.  J.  Hoffman,  Daniel  Wash- 
burn. 

The  civil  list  of  the  borough  of  Weatherly  is  as 
follows : 
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Burgesses. 
1866. — Daniel  Rouse. 
1867. — Lewis  Kingle. 
1868.— William  C.  Kamerer. 
1869.— Nicholas  Hauser. 
1870.— J.  W.  Hunter. 
1872.— J.  G.  Eadie. 
1873.— Levi  Hartz. 
1874. — Lewis  Kingle. 
1875. — Joseph  D.  Meyers. 
1876.— W.  W.  Buch. 
1877.— Robert  Dunlap. 
1878.— Sheldon  Bodwell. 
1879.— Edward  Faust. 
1880.— William  Vandyke. 
1881.— Adam  Hutsbafer. 
1882.— E.  C.  Wilson. 
1883.— John  Hoover. 

Council. 
1866.— Samuel  Hoover,  Nicholas  Houser. 
1867. — Samuel  Gangwere,  Edward  Harleman. 
1868. — Levi  Hartz,  John  Brong. 
1869.— D.  C.  Stiles. 
1870.— George  Garter. 
1872.— Robert  Tait,  Edwin  Harleman. 
1873.— John  Hines,  Adam  Ulshafer. 
1874.— Joseph  Buch,  Daniel  Fleckman. 
1875. — Levi  Wagner,  George  Hartz. 
1876.— Samuel  Croll,  W.  W.  Blakslee. 
1877.— C.   A.    Buch,   William   Vandyke,   Sheldon 
Bodwell. 
1878. — Horace  Peters,  Henry  Fisher. 
1879. — Prosper  Warz,  Jerry  Stout,  George  Saylor. 
1880.— John  Meiser,  Griff  Bachman. 
1881.— A.  Hoble,  S.  Stewart. 
1882.— E.  G.  Rouse,  Thomas  Young. 
1883. — Samuel  Gangwere,  D.  S.  Wagner. 

Justices  of  the  Peace. 

The  first  justice  of  the  peace  elected  after  the  or- 
ganization of  the  borough  was  John  Watson,  Esq., 
1865.  The  next  one  was  William  Kemerzel,  1867; 
after  him  came  Dr.  J.  B.  Tweedle,  elected  in  1870; 
next  came  Lewis  Kinkle,  1872 ;  then  J.  W.  Hunter, 
two  terms,  and  in  oflBce  at  present ;  also  G.  H.  Jones, 
two  terms,  and  in  ofiBce. 

Physicians. — The  first  regular  physician  that  lo- 
cated here  was  Flemington  Webster,  a  graduate  of 
Jefferson  Medical  College,  about  1857,  although  the 
place  had  been  visited  by  Dr.  A.  B.  Longshore,  of 
Hazleton,  Dr.  R.  Leonard,  of  Mauch  Chunk,  and  Dr. 
J.  B.  Longshore,  of  Beaver  Meadow.  Webster  left 
in  the  spring  of  1865,  when  Dr.  J.  B.  Tweedle,  who, 
having  served  his  term  of  enlistment  in  the  army  of 
three  years  and  some  months,  attended  a  final  course 
at  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  of  New 
York  City  (it  being  the  medical  department  of  Co- 
lumbia College,  of  the  State  of  New  York),  and  grad- 
uating from  there,  located  at  Weatherly  in  the  spring 


of  1865,  and  has  been  in  continuous  practice  here 
ever  since,  having  been  the  railroad  surgeon  for  the 
Lehigh  Valley  Company  for  eighteen  years. 
I       Dr.  P.  H.  Latham,  of  the  Baltimore  College,  located 
here  in  1879,  and  has  been  here  since  that  time.    Dr. 
,  C.  I.  Hoffman,  a  graduate  of  Jefferson  College  of  1870 
j  located  here  in  January,  1882,  and  is  here  yet. 
I       Dr.  C.  J.  Stamm,  a  graduate  of  Vermont  Medical 
College,  has  just  located  here  (December,  1883). 

On  account  of  the  dangerous  employment  of  the 
workmen  here  there  are  a  great  many  accidents,  and 
consequently  quite  a  number  of  surgical  cases. 

Lodges.— The  first  lodge  instituted  here  was  Ancient 
Order  of  Druids,  organized  in  1865,  but  not  in  exist- 
ence at  present.  Next  came  the  Honora  Council,  No. 
120,  O.  of  U.  A.  M.,  organized  Jan.  30,  1867,  and  is 
also  out  of  existence. 

Then  followed  Sons  of  Temperance,  Weatherly 
Division,  No.  35,  organized  March  2,  1867 ;  is  not  in 
existence  at  present. 

Next  came  the  Lodi  Lodge,  No,  80,  K.  of  P.,  organ- 
ized May  26,  1868.  Present  membership,'  about 
seventy. 

Then  the  Mountain  Temple,  No.  58,  Temple  of 
Honor,  organized  March  1,  1869,  which  is  not  in  ex- 
istence. 

Next  came  the  Lodge  I.  O.  of  O.  F.,  No.  691,  organ- 
ized Nov.  16, 1869,  and  now  has  about  seventy  members. 
Then  the  Onoko  Tribe,  No.  235,  I.  0.  of  R.  M.,  the 
30th  Sun   of  the  Hot  Moon,  G.  S.  D.  386;  has  now 
about  fifty  members. 

Then  the  Washington  Camp,  No.  179,  P.  O.  S.  of 
A.,  was  organized  Dec.  21,  1872.  It  now  has  nearly 
one  hundred  members. 

Next  the  Keiser  Karl  Lodge,  No.  346,  Order  of 
Harugari,  was  organized  April  29,  1872,  now  having 
about  forty  members. 

The  Carbon  Lodge,  No.  1740,  Knights  of  Honor, 
was  organized  Aug.  7,  1880,  and  now  has  about  forty 
members. 

And,  lastly,  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  Col. 
James  Miller  Post,  No.  273,  organized  Aug.  11,  1882, 
and  at  present  has  about  forty  members. 

Post-Offiee.— The  first  post-oflSce  was  established 
in  Weatherly  in  1848,  with  R.  D.  Stiles  as  postmaster, 
who  served  eight  years,  till  1856,  when  Charles  H. 
Williams  was  appointed,  who  served  one  year.  From 
1857  to  1865,  John  Smith  served.  He  was  followed 
by  Reuben  Horn,  who  served  till  1868.  From  1868 
to  1869,  Jeremiah  Kistler  served.  He  was  followed 
by  the  present  postmaster,  Samuel  Harleman. 

Miscellaneous. — A  late  industry  is  the  whortle- 
berry business,  carried  on  by  Mr.  Charles  Cassler. 
During  the  summer  of  1883,  Mr.  Cassler  shipped  four 
thousand  six  hundred  and  ninety-three  bushels, 
making  sixty-two  car-loads. 

The  shipment  of  sand  is  rapidly  increasing.  In 
1883  one  thousand  tons  were  shipped,  and  one  firm 
expects  to  ship  three  thousand  tons  this  year. 
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w.  w.  :blakslee. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch,  W.  W.  Blakslee,  was 
born  in  1821,  at  Springville,  Susquehanna  Co.,  Pa. 
He  had  the  advantages  of  the  common  schools  of  that 
day,  namely,  about  three  months  of  the  year,  and  that 
in  winter.  In  those  days  the  pedagogue  was  not  re- 
quired to  hold  a  certiiicate  of  qualification  from  a  nor- 
mal school,  and  county  superintendents  were  an  un- 
known quantity.  If  an  applicant  possessed  a  muscu- 
lar frame,  had  plenty  of  grit,  was  an  adept  in  the  use 
of  the  birch,  reasonably  familiar  with  the  common 
branches,  willing  to  board  around,  and  take  ten  Ao\-. 
lars  a  month,  he  was  employed,  the  directors  sa,tisfied, 
and  the  children,  of  course,  enlightened.  This  was 
fifty  years  ago,  and  yet  in  those  days  were, sown  seed 
that  germinated,  producing  some  of  the  brightest  in- 
tellects of  this  century.  Our  subject  remained  undeir 
the  parental  roof  until  about  twelve  years  of  age,  when 
he  determined  to  do  for  himself.  Mauch  Chunk  was 
then  becoming  a  wonderful  place,  the  finding  and  de- 
veloping of  coal  was  attracting  attention.  Asa  Packer, 
the  sagacious  and  energetic  pioneer,  was  pushing  with 
indomitable  will  those  plans  which  were  eventually  to 
result  in  making  the  Lehigh  Valley  famous,  and  the 
bold  pioneer's  name  a  household  word  throughout  the 
anthracite  coal  region.  In  the  fall  of  1833  an  oppor- 
tunity was  afforded.  Charles  Ashley  wa,s  preparing 
to  move  to  the  coal  region  in  search  of  fortune.  The 
journey  was  to  be  made  by  turnpike.  All  the  house- 
hold eflects  were  loaded  on  a  wagon,  to  which  three 
horses  were  attached.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ashley  took 
passage  on  the  wagon,  and  young  Blakslee  rode  the 
lead-horse.  Thus  the  entire  journey  to  Mauch  Chunk 
was  made.  Upon  arrival  he  was  welcomed  in  the 
family  of  Asa  Packer,  where  he  found  a  home. 
Their  kindness  will  ever  be  remembered  by  him. 
While  in  their  family  Judge  Packer  sent  him  to 
school,  under  the  instructions  of  that  famous  teacher, 
James  Kolan,  one  of  the  best  instructors  of  that 
day,  to  whom  Robert  H.  Sayre  and  many  others  of 
the  Lehigh  Valley  are  indebted  for  that  knowledge 
which  prepared  them  for  the  work  they  have  per- 
formed. 

During  the  boating  season,  young  Blakslee  was  a 
tow-path  boy,  driving  for  different  individuals  who 
were  boating  coal  for  Packer  &  Co.  He  gives  a  vivid 
description  of  the  great  meteoric  shower  of  Nov.  13, 
1833.  It  occurred  about  two  o'clock  in  the  morning. 
He  was  then  driving  on  the  tow-path,  on  the  return 
trip.  All  around  was  a  vast  shower,  falling  as  thick 
as  snow-flakes  and  as  noiselessly,  disapjiearing  imme- 
diately upon  reaching  the  ground.  It  created  great 
c<insternation  among  the  superstitious,  who  imagined 
the  world  was  to  be  consumed.  In  1836,  Mr.  Blakslee, 
having  by  strict  attention  won  the  confiilenoe  of  Mr. 
Packer,  was  placed  in   his   store  at  Eockport,  then 


known  as  Grog  Hollow.  In  1839  he  was  sent  to  the 
store  at  White  Haven,  and  after  a  short  service  there 
he  was  transferred  to  the  principal  store  in  Mauch 
Chunk,  the  famous  corner  store.  After  a  service  of 
four  years,  having  given  evidence  of  ability,  and 
being  entirely  trustworthy,  he  was  given  charge  of  the 
store  at  Nesquehoning,  where  he  remained  about  six- 
teen years.  Judge  Packer  then  decided  to  retire  from 
the  mercantile  business,  and  devote  his  energies  to 
the  development  of  his  railroad  interests.  Mr.  Blaks- 
lee, in  1857,  came  to  Weatherly,  having  bought  out 
the  mercantile  business  of  R.  D.  Stiles,  who  moved 
to  Morrison,  111.  Mr.  Blakslee  was  married  to 
Miss  S.  Beadle,  an  English  lady.  The  fruit  of  their 
union  was  nine  children,  three  boys  and  three  girls 
of  whom  are  living.  In  politics  he  is  a  Democrat. 
During  his  twenty-seven  years  in  Weatherly  he  has 
prospered.  He  is  a  shrewd  merchant,  possessed  of 
ample  competence.  His  home  is  pleasant,  yet  no  dis- 
play. In  his  union  he  was  blest  with  one  of  the  best 
of  women.  Mrs.  Blakslee  is  of  a  retiring  disposition, 
yet  keenly  alive  to  the  wants  of  the  distressed,  her 
many  kind  and  charitable  acts  having  endeared  her 
to  many. 

PHILIP    HOFFECKER. 

Mr.  Philip  HofTecker,  master-mechanic  and  super- 
intendent of  the  Lehigh  Valley  Railroad  Company's 
extensive  foundry  and  machine-shops  at  Weatherly, 
Pa.,  is  a  modest,  unassuming  man ;  but  his  work 
stands  head  and  shoulders  with  all  other  work  of  the 
same  class,  which  makes  him  a  monarch  among  ma- 
chinists. He  is  the- son  of  Philip  HoflTecker,  who  was 
born  near  Londonderry,  Chester  Co.,  Pa.,  in  1777. 
He  followed  farming,  tanning,  and  currying  until  the 
time  of  his  death,  in  1835.  Mr.  HofTecker's  mother 
was  born  in  1779,  and  departed  this  life  in  1834. 

Philip,  as  he  was  then  called,  was  born  in  the  year 
1816.  He  stayed  at  home  with  his  parents,  assisting 
his  father  in  various  ways,  as  boys  do,  taking  advan- 
tage of  the  three-months'  winter  school,  until  the 
death  of  his  father,  when  he  started  out  in  search  of 
work.  He  came  to  Beaver  Meadow  in  the  year  1836, 
which  place  at  that  time  was  a  small  village.  The 
principal  work  was  carried  on  by  Joseph  Barker,  in 
making  coal-cars  for  the  Beaver  Meadow  Railroad 
Company.  Mr.  Barker  employed  him  in  helping  to 
fit  wheels  and  axles.  At  that  time  it  was  thought 
that  in  order  for  a  car  to  turn  a  curve  it  was  necessary 
to  have  one  loose  wheel.  These  wheels  were  cast  at 
New  Hope,  Pa. ;  they  were  brought  to  Mauch  Chunk 
oia  canal-boats,  then  hauled  by  teams  to  Beaver 
Meadow,  where  they  were  bored  to  fit  the  axles. 
After  Mr.  Barker  left  he  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  Jon- 
athan Moore,  who  built  a  foundry  and  made  car- 
wheels.  In  the  mean  time  the  Beaver  Meadow  Rail- 
road was  finished  to  Parry  ville.  Mr.  Hopkin  Thomas 
came  from  Philadelphia  with  two  engines,  built  by 
Easlwick  &  Harrison.     The  engines  had  one  pair  of 
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drivers,  five  feet  in  diameter,  ten-inch  cylinder,  and 
twenty-inch  stroke.  Mr.  Thomas  took  charge  of  the 
shop  that  had  been  built  for  cars  and  used  it  for  re- 
pairing the  engines,  employing  Mr.  Hoflfecker  at  this 
time  as  an  apprentice  to  the  machinist  trade.  The 
company  then  leased  their  mines  and  works  to  Van 
Cleave  &  Co.,  which  in  time  passed  to  William  Mil- 
lens,  Spencer  &  Co.  John  O.  Cleaver  and  Eeitch 
opened  a  colliery,  making  arrangements  with  the 
Beaver  Company  to  run  their  coal  to  market.  Mr. 
Hoffecker  now  contracted  with  this  company  to  run 
and  keep  in  repair  one  of  their  engines  for  the  season 
for  a  certain  sum.  At  the  end  of  the  season,  at  their 
request,  he  took  charge  of  all  their  machinery,  coming 
to  Weatherly  in  1852,  which  position  he  held  until  the 
road  was  consolidated  with  the  Lehigh  Valley  Rail- 
road Company  in  1864.  He  was  retained  by  the  new 
company,  and  has  been  filling  that  position  acceptably 
alike  to  the  company  and  employes  up  to  the  present 
time. 

In  1869  the  new  shops  were  completed,  sinte  which 
time  Mr.  Hoffecker,  under  his  own  supervision,  has. 
built  and  completed  forty-five  locomotives, — a  monu- 
ment that  speaks  volumes  in  itself  for  the  wisdom  and 
intellect  that  is  required  to  turn  out  work  of  thatkind. 
What  a  grand  heirloom  this  to  bequeath  a  family  I 
Mr.  Hofiiecker  has  also  taken  some  interest  in  local 
affairs,  being  one  of  the  prime  movers  in  organizing 
Weatherly  borough,  serving  in  the  Council  for  a 
period  of  at  least  five  years.  He  also  acted  as  a  di- 
rector of  the  school  for  a  term  of  ten  years.  He  mar- 
ried Miss  Harriet  E.  Longshore,  in  1841.  She  was 
born  in  the  year  1824,  on  the.banks  of  the  Susque- 
hanna, near  Berwick,  Pa.  Her  parents  being  en- 
gaged in  farming,  she  enjoyed  the  usual  opportunities 
afforded  farmers'  daughters  forobtaining  an  education 
in  those  days.  Her  father,  Josiah  Longshore,  was 
born  in  Bucks  County,  Pa.,  in  1791,  and  died  in  1836,' 
after  which  Mrs.  Longshore,  with  her  family,  moved 
to  Beaver  Meadow.  This  was  in  1886.  Her  mother, 
Mrs.  Ann  Longshore,  was  born  in  Montgomery  County, 
Pa.,  in  1784,  and  died  in  1875.  Their  married  life 
proved  a  prosperous  and  happy  one,  the  fruits  of 
which  have  been  five  children, — three  daughters 
and  two  sons.  The  oldest,  William  L.  Hoffecker, 
married  Miss  Mina  Peters,  of  White  Haven,  Pa.,  in 
1866.  He  is  now  occupying  the  position  of  master- 
machinist  with  the  Pittsburgh,  Cleveland  and  Toledo 
Railroad  Company,  at  Youngstown,  Ohio.  The  next. 
Miss  Lizzie  A.,  was  married  to  Mr.  Charles  DeWitt, 
of  Weatherly,  in  1866.  Mr.  DeWitt  is  foreman  of 
the  machine-shops  at  Weatherly.  Next  comes  Asha- 
bel  B.,  one  of  Weatherly's  wide-awake  and  active 
young  men.  He  is  chief  book-keeper  and  draughts- 
man for  the  machine-shops  and  foundry,  in  which 
position  he  proves  himself  to  be  a  valuable  assistant 
to  his  father.  Mr.  Hoffecker's  younger  daughters. 
Misses  Mary  and  Emily,  are  young  ladies  who  have 
enjoyed  more  than  the  usual  advantages.  To  know 
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them  is  to  recognize  culture,  refinement,  intelligence, 
and  genuine  worth.  We  now  leave  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  feeling  satisfied  that  in  Mr.  Hoffecker  we  have 
a  true  type  of  an  American  citizen,  blessed  with  a 
happy  home,  and  enjoying  the  success  of  his  children. 


DANIEL  ROUSE. 
On  Jan.  12,  1782,  in  what  was  then  Northampton 
County  (now  Monroe),  about  three  miles  west  of 
Stroudsburg,  Pa.,  was  born  the  father  of  the  subject 
of  this  sketch,— namely,  John  Rouse.  He  was  of 
English  descent.  His  wife.  Miss  Susan  Schaffer,  was 
of  German  parentage.  She  was  reared  in  the  same 
locality,  where  her  parents  engaged  in  the  pursuit  of 
fkrming.  They  were  married  in  the  year  1806,  the 
result  of  which  was  a  family  of  ten  children,  six  boys 
and  foul--  girls,  Mr.  Daniel  Rouse  being  the  eighth 
in  succession.  He  was  born  June  14, 1823  ;  spent  his 
younger  days  assisting  around  the  farm,  and  attend- 
ing'school  in  winter,  until  his  eighteenth  year,  when 
he  was  apprenticed  to  the  carpenter  trade  for  a  period 
of  three  years.  After  working  at  the  bench  for  about 
a  year  he  started  out  to  seek  his  fortune,  going  first  to 
Wilkesbarre,  from  there  to  Weatherly,  arriving  there 
in  April,  1846,  when  he  connected  himself  with  the 
Beaver  Meadow  Railroad  Company.  He  worked  at 
his  trade  until  1855,  when  he  was  made  superin- 
tendent of  the  car-shop  department,  which  embraced 
all  the  important  carpenter-work  done  in  the  shops. 
In  this  position  Mr.  Rouse  has  made  many  warm 
friends  on  account  of  his  fair  and  wise  treatment  of 
all  his  employes.  •    '     '  ' 

•  Dec.  12,  1850^  he  was  united  in  the  bonds  of  matri- 
mony with  Miss  Sarah  Ann  Gilbert,  who  was  born  June 
24, 1830,  at  Broadheadville,  Monroe  Co.  The  early  part 
of  her  life  was  spent  there,  from  whence  she  went  to 
Weatherly,  where  she  lived  with  her  sister,  Mrs.  Mary 
Houser.  Their  family  consists  of  four  children.  The 
eldest,  Edwin  G.  Rouse,  was  born  June  27, 1852,  who, 
after  having  the  advantages  of  a  good  common-school 
education,  spent  several  years  at  the  Wyoming  Semi- 
nary, at  Kingston,  Pa.,  also  taking  a  special  course  in 
architectural  draughting  at  the  Polytechnic  College, 
Philadelphia,  after  which  he  served  his  apprentice- 
ship at  the  carpenter's  trade  and  car-building. 

In  1876  the  Lehigh  Valley  Railroad  Company  made 
him  their  foreman  in  the  car-shop  department.  In  this 
position  he  proves  himself  to  be  a  man  of  competence. 
He  is  now  serving  a  three-years'  term  as  president  of 
the  Common  Council.  He  was  married  to  Miss  Cla- 
rissa McCarty,  of  Weatherly,  May  21,  1874.  The 
second  son,  John  Rouse,  was  born  Dec.  9, 1855  ;  died 
Sept.  16,  1860. 

Peter  G.  Rouse,  the  third  son,  was  born  April  17, 
1859.  He  also  had  opportunities  of  receiving  a  good 
education,  taking  a  thorough  course  at  the  Wyoming 
Commercial  College.  He  was  married  to  Miss  Katie 
Koons,   of   Weatherly,  November,  1882.     He  now 
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stands  well  as  a  machinist  in  the  employ  of  the  com- 
pany. 

Miss  Laura  Emma,  the  only  daughter,  was  born 
Nov.  18,  1869,  and  at  present  is  attending  school. 

Mr.  Daniel  Rouse  was  one  of  the  foremost  in  organ- 
izing Weatherly  borough,  so  much  so  that  his  fellow- 
townsmen  showed  their  just  appreciation  by  making 
him  their  first  chief  burgess.  He  served  as  school 
director  for  a  period  of  fifteen  years,  dating  from  1860. 
In  the  fall  of  1875,  he  was  elected  to  serve  a  term  of 
three  years  as  county  commissioner.  , 


SAMUEL    HARLEMAN. 

In  the  southeastern  part  of  this  State  is  Chester 
County,  well  known  for  its  rich  and  productive  farm- 
ing land,  where,  on  the  29th  of  November,  1799,  was 
born  Mr.  Isaac  Harleman,  the  father  of  the  subject  of 
this  sketch.  In  his  younger  days  he  followed  farm- 
ing ;  afterward,  for  a  period  of  twelve  years,  he  was 
engaged  in  shoemaking;  from  this  he  went  to  boating 
lumber  on  the  Lehigh  Canal  from  Lehigh  Gap  to 
Allentown,  after  which,  in  1838,  he  went  to  Parryville, 
and  worked  for  the  Beaver  Meadow  Railroad  Company 
until  1840,  when  he  moved  to  Penn  Haven,  where  he 
became  boss  of  the  Sugar  Loaf  Company's  wharf,  and 
remained  until  the  freshet  of  1841,  which  entirely  de- 
stroyed their  wharf.  He  was  then  ordered  to  Mauch 
Chunk,  where  he  attended  to  the  shipping  of  their 
coal.  After  this  he  located  at  Penn  Haven,  where  he 
became  engaged  in  boat-building.  On  April  1,  1853, 
he  moved  his  business  to  Rockport,  Pa.,  where  he 
stayed  until  1857,  when  he  moved  to  Weatherly,  Pa., 
and  secured  work  in  the  Lehigh  Valley  Railroad 
shops  of  that  place.  The  old  gentleman  is  still  living, 
though  somewhat  infirm.  He  lives  with  his  son, 
Samuel.  His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Miss 
Catharine  Ziegenfuss,  was  born  March  19,  1801,  in 
Chester  County,  Pa.  Her  father,  George  Ziegenfuss, 
who  married  Miss  Susan  Kemp,  removed  from  Chester 
County  to  Millport,  Northampton  Co.,  Pa.  She  died 
April  19,  1872,  having  been  the  mother  of  seven  chil- 
dren,— five  sons  and  two  daughters.  Mr.  Samuel 
Harleman  was  the  fourth  in  descent.  He  was  born 
April  17,  1829,  at  Millport,  then  in  Northampton 
County,  and  spent  his  younger  days  in  acquiring  an 
education.  In  1840,  after  moving  to  Penn  Haven 
Samuel  took  charge  of  the  lock  for  the  Lehigh  Coal 
and  Navigation  Company  up  to  1845,  when  he  worked 
for  A.  Pardee  &  Company,  on  their  wharf.  In  Au- 
gust, 1846,  he  went  to  Weatherly  and  became  a 
brakeman  on  a  coal  train,  which  work  he  pursued  for 
two  years,  when  he  was  promoted  to  fireman  of  a  loco- 
motive. In  1848  he  was  made  an  engineer.  He  was 
married  to  Miss  Susan  Setzer,  April  25,  1850.  Her 
parents  having  died  when  she  was  still  very  young 
she.  took  up  her  residence  with  her  uncle,  Charles 
Gilger,  at  Weatherly.     Mr.  Harleman  continued  en- 


gineering until  1864,  being  under  the  employ,  the 
greater  part  of  the  time,  of  the  Lehigh  Valley  Rail- 
road Company.  After  the  completion  of  the  Lehigh 
Valley  Railroad  to  Phillipsburg,  which  was  in  1856, 
Mr.  Harleman  ran  the  passenger  train  to  that  place, 
which  was  the  only  train  at  that  time.  He  ran  engine 
"Delaware  No.  4,"  James  I.  Blakslee,  now  superin- 
tendent of  the  Mahanoy  Division  of  the  Lehigh  Val- 
ley Railroad,  being  conductor  of  the  train,  which  left 
Mauch  Chunk  at  four  a.m.,  returning  at  ten  p.m. 

In  1862,  Mr.  Harleman  enlisted  in  the  Nineteenth 
Pennsylvania  Regiment,  Col.  Robert  Klotz  being  in 
charge.  In  1863  he  went  out  as  captain  in  the  Thirty- 
fourth  Pennsylvania  Regiment,  under  Gen.  Albright. 
In  1864  he  was  made  dispatcher  of  the  Lehigh  Valley 
Railroad  Company,  at  Weatherly,  which  position  of 
confidence  he  has  filled  and  is  still  filling  with  great 
merit  and  credit  alike  to  himself  and  company.  On 
April  22, 1869,  he  was  made  postmaster  at  Weatherly, 
which  office  he  has  since  held  acceptably  to  the  pub- 
lic. In  1871  he  was  elected  to  a  three-years'  term  as 
county  commissioner ;  he  was  again  re-elected  in  1881, 
which  term  he  is  still  serving.  He  has  been  school 
director  at  different  times  for  a  period  of  at  least  fif- 
teen years ;  also  a  director  of  the  Second  National 
Bank  of  Mauch  Chunk  for  two  terms ;  was  connected 
with  Council  for  three  years.  He  is  a  director  in  the 
Weatherly  Water  Company,  incorporated  some  three 
years  ago ;  has  also  been  a  director  in  the  Oak  Hall 
Association  of  Weatherly,  and  since  1866  has  been 
treasurer  of  the  same. 

His  wife,  Susan  Stetzer,  after  a  lingering  illness  of 
several  years,  departed  this  life  Sept.  21, 1872,  leaving 
a  family  of  five  children, — three  daughters  and  two 
sons.  The  oldest,  Charles  Horace,  a  bright  and  inter- 
esting boy,  died  at  the  age  of  fourteen ;  Adelaide,  the 
second  child,  enjoyed  good  school  advantages,  spend- 
ing several  years  at  the  State  Normal  school  at  Mil- 
lersville.  Pa.  On  Feb.  8,  1874,  she  was  married  to 
Mr.  Duer  A.  Melvin,  of  Susquehanna  County,  who  is 
now  station  agent  at  Newburg,  N.  Y. 

Next  is  George  Milton,  who  spent  two  years  at  La- 
fayette College,  Easton,  Pa.  He  was  married  Aug. 
6,  1878,  to  Miss  Mary  Ritter,  of  Weatherly.  He  is 
now  dispatcher  of  the  Lehigh  Valley  Railroad  Com- 
pany at  Bethlehem,  Pa. 

Miss  Mary  Jane,  after  graduating  at  Millersville 
Seminary,  was  married  Dec.  28,  1880,  to  Mr.  Thomas 
Dunn,  of  Weatherly.  Mr.  Dunn  is  a  successful  moul- 
der by  trade. 

The  youngest.  Miss  Lizzie  Estelle,  is  now  at  Millers- 
ville, Pa.,  preparing  herself  as  a  teacher. 

Mr.  Harleman  was  married  June  6,  1874,  to  his 
present  wife,  Mrs.  Vesta  Lochner,  with  whom  he  is 
now  enjoying  the  happiness  to  be  derived  from  the 
prosperity  surrounding  those  who  are  growing  up 
about  them.  Mr.  Harleman  has  been  a  consistent 
and  trusted  elder  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  since 
1858. 
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J.  G.  EADIE. 
In  the  year  1805,  in  the  city  of  Glasgow,  Scotland, 
was  born  Mr.  Robert  Eadie,  father  of  the  subject  of 
this  sketch.     In  the  year  1828  he  determined  to  seek 
his  fortune  in  America.     After  a  long  and  tedious 
voyage  of  three  months  in  a  sailing-vessel,  he  found 
himself  on  a  foreign  shore  among  strangers ;, but  it 
was  not  long  before  he  secured  work  at  his  old  occu- 
pation, namely,  mining,  which  he  followed  until  the 
year  1853,  when,  on  July  6th,  he  was  killed  in  a  mine 
at  Nesquehoning,  in  which  he  was  working.     He  was 
married  to  Miss  JLargaret  Hunter,  of  Pottsville,  in 
the  year  1830.     She  was  born  at  Paisley,  Scotland,  in 
1810,  came  to  America  with  her  older  sister  in  1827. 
This  estimable  lady  was  a  first  cousin  of  the  celebrated 
and  successful   African    explorer.   Dr.   Livingstone,' 
whose  record  as  an  explorer  has  never  been  excelled/ 
Mrs.  Eadie  was  the  mother  of  nine  children,  three  of 
whom  are   now  living,  Mr.  J.  E.  Eadie  being  the 
second  in  succession.     He  was  born  Dec.  26,  1835,  at 
New  Castle,  Schuylkill  Co.,  Pa.,  and  spent  his  younger 
days  in  educating  the  mind  and  training  the  "  young 
idea  how  to  shoot,"  after  which  he  worked  at  general 
work  around  the  mines  for  about  four  years,  when,  in 
1854,  he  secured  a  clerkship  in  Packer,  Douglass  & 
Co.'s  store  at  Nesquehoning,  staying  with  them  until 
1857,  when  he  located  with  Mr.  W.  W.  Blakslee,  in 
his  large  mercantile  establishment  at  Weatherly,  Pa. 
In  1866  he  sought  to  make  his  fortune,  and  started  in 
business  iFor   himself  at  Rockport,  Pa.,  continuing 
there  until  1869,  when   he  returned   to  Weatherly, 
where  success,  has  crowned  his  every  effort  up  to  the 
present  time,  so  that  to-day  he  is  among  the  highest 
tax-paying  citizens  in  the  borough.     He  was  elected 
chief  burgess  in  the  year  1872,  well  remembered  as 
the   one  in  which   that  dreadful   disease,  smallpox, 
raged  so  fearfully,  requiring  a  courageous  and  fearless 
board  of  officers  to  cope  with  it.     He  also  served  a 
year  as  borough  assessor;  was  poor  auditor  for  six 
years      In  1869  he  was  elected  jury  commissioner  for 
a  term  of  three  years.     On  July  3,  1861,  he  was  mar- 
ried to  Elizabeth  Stetler,  who  was  born  at  Rockport, 
Pa    in  1840,  where  her  parents,  Joseph  and  Elizabeth 
Stetler,  resided.     At  one  time  Mr.  Stetler  and  Judge 
Asa  Packer  owned  together  all  of  that  large  tract  of 
land  lying  immediately  back  of  Weatherly  borough. 
Mr  Eadie's  marriage  relations  have  proved  to  be  most 
happy  and  fruitful,  resulting  in  eleven  children  ,- 
eight  daughters  and  three  sons.     His  oldest  son  is 
now  learning   the   machinist's  trade  i".  *!>«  Lehigh 
Valley  Railroad  shops  at  that  place.    His  other  chil- 
dren, with  the  exception  of  two  who  have  died,  are 
enjoying  the  advantages  to  be  derived  fom  the  most 
successful  and  well-disciplined  public  schools  of    he 
borough.     In  Mr.  Eadie  we  have  an  example  of  the 
Sent,  energetic,  determined  man.     Having  bu    a 
small  amount  of  means  when  he  began,  we  find  him  to- 
dTyamongthemostprosperousofWeatheriyscitizens, 

and  carrying  on  a  business  that  is  second  to  none. 


CHAPTER    XXVII. 

MAUCH    CHUNK   TOWNSHIP. 
(Including  the  Borough  of  Lansford.) 

Mauch  Chunk  township  was  erected  Aug.  23, 
1827,  its  territory  being  taken  principally  from  East 
Penn,  although  a  small  strip  was  carved  from  Lau- 
sanne, and  in  later  years  a  piece  of  territory  east  of 
the  river,  equal  to  about  one-fourth  of  the  original 
township,  was  added. 

Lausanne— The  landing  Tavern.— The  first  dot 
of   civilization   placed  upon   this  broad,   wild,   and 
mountainous  tract,  so  entirely  forbidding  in  appear- 
ance, yet  containing  a  vast  concealed  treasure  which, 
when  found,  enriched  thousands,  was  at  Lausanne. 
This  spot,  at  the  confluence  of  Nesquehoning  Creek 
and  the  Lehigh,  was  the  site  of  the  famous  "  Landing 
Tavern,"  which  for  a  period  of  many  years,  dating 
from  very  near  the  opening  of  the  present  century, 
was  a  great  resort  for  raftsmen,  for  surveyors,  coal 
prospectors,  hunters,  and  the  few  travelers  who  found 
their  way  through  the  picturesque  but  desolate  valley 
of  the  Upper  Lehigh.     The  Lehigh  and  Susquehanna 
Turnpike  Company  was  chartered  in  1808,  and  soon 
after  built  what  was  commonly  called  the  Easton  and 
Berwick  road,  which,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Nesque- 
honing, diverged  from  the  winding  river  and  followed 
a  more  direct  coufse  over  the  mountain.     The  "  Land- 
ing Tavern"  was  doubtless  built  about  the  time  the 
road  was  opened,   and  situated  at  the  point  where 
the   road  and  river  diverged,  it  had  as  guests  all 
who  traveled  by  either  course,  its  principal  patrons 
being,'in  the  earlier  years,  the  lumbermen  and  "  ark"- 
builders  of  the  region,  and  in  later  years  the  stage 
passengers  who  journeyed  between  Berwick  and  points 
on  the  Lower  Lehigh.    Abram  Klotz  was  probably  the 
first  landlord  of  the  "  Landing  Tavern ;"  at  least,  he 
was  the  earliest  of  whom  we  have  any  knowledge. 
He  kept  this  notable  old  house  as  late  as  1817,  and 
his  successor  was  a  man  named  Holland.     One  Fisher 
followed  him,  and  then  from  about  1825  to  1832  the 
tavern  was  kept  by  John  Rothermel,  father  of  the 
famous  artist.     He  was  succeeded  by  John  Rumble, 
and  he  by  Henry  D.  Miller. 

A  post-office  was  established  at  Lausanne,  and  Isaac 
A.  Chapman,  who  came  to  this  region  during  the  war 
of  1812  (see  Mauch  Chunk  borough),  has  left  record 
that  he  was  postmaster.  Under  date  of  Aug.  5,  1817, 
he  writes  in  his  diary,  "  Rode  to  Lehighton  to  take 
oath  before  Justice  (John)  Pryor  as  Postmaster  at 
Lausanne." 

Lausanne  would  doubtless  have  become  the  site  of 
a  flourishing  town  had  it  not  been  for  the  inordinate 
greed  of  the  man  who  owned  the  land.  It  was  the 
intention  of  the  Lehigh  Coal  and  Navigation  Com- 
pany to  locate  their  principal  town  there,,  but  the 
price  set  upon  the  land  was  so  far  above  its  real  value 
that  they  declined  to  purchase  it. 
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The  township  has  but  little  history,  save  that  of  the 
operations  of  the  Lehigh  Coal  and  Navigation  Com- 
pany, and  that  has  been  for  the  most  part  given  in 
the  history  of  Mauch  Chunk  borough.  In  1827  the 
company  was  assessed  on  three  hundred  and  forty-six 
acres  of  improved  land  and  on  three  thousand  six 
hundred  and  ninety-two  acres  unimproved,  a  grist- 
mill, three  saw-mills,  store-house,  tavern,  furnace,  six- 
teen stone  dwellings,  sixteen  log  and  frame  dwellings, 
forty-two  horses,  thirty-six  oxen,  and  thirty-six  mules. 
Most  of  the  improvements  and  the  property,  other 
than  real  estate,  were  at  Mauch  Chunk.  The  only 
persons  to  whom  lands  were  assessed  in  1827,  besides 
the  Coal  and  Navigation  Company,  were  the  follow- 
ing, among  whom  those  marked  with  a  star  (*)  were 
non-residents : 

William  Bingham,*  8366  acres. 

Johnson  Bloomfield,*  375  acres. 

David  Balderton,*  1700  acres. 

Mary  Custard,*  140  acres. 

Morgan  Custard,*  100  acres. 

George  Pogelman,  15  acres. 

Samuel  Holland,  80  acres. 

John  Lentz,*  200  acres. 

John  Metzgar,  300  acres. 

Frederick  Miller,  one  lot. 

James  O'Brien,  2  acres. 

Mordecai  Pierrol,*  1000  acres. 

James  M.  Porter,*  172  acres. 

Henry  Ehoads,  50  acres. 

John  Eothermel,  177  acres. 

Paul  Bolt,*  137  acres. 

Jacob  Weiss,*  1849  acres. 

Jacob  Weiss,  Jr.,*  100  acres. 

Philip  Zept,*  300  acres. 

William  Butler,  George  Fogelman,  and  Henry 
Ehoads  were  the  ouly  persons  in  the  township  desig- 
nated as  farmers,  and  one  of  them  (Butler)  was  en- 
gaged upon  a  farm  which  belonged  to  the  company. 
This  was  either  the  Union  Farm,  opened  in  1822,  or 
Hackelbernie  Farm,  upon  which  improvements  were 
made  in  1823. 

The  Lehigh  Coal  and  Navigation  Company's 
Property.— Nearly  all  of  the  valuable  real  estate  of 
the  township  belongs  to  the  Lehigh  Coal  and  Navi- 
gation Company,  and  constitutes  their  mine  property. 
This  amounts  to  over  six  thousand  acres  of  coal  land 
in  what  is  called  the  first  or  great  southern  field  of 
anthracite  in  Pennsylvania.  This  basin  extends  from 
near  the  Lehigh  on  the  east  to  Pottsville,  and  towards 
the  Susquehanna,  in  the  neighborhood  of  Harrisburg, 
on  the  west,  a  distance  of  about  sixty  miles.  In 
breadth  it  is  pretty  uniform,  the  maximum  width  not 
exceeding  six  or  seven  miles.  The  operations  of  the 
Lehigh  Coal  and  Navigation  Company  in  this  region 
are  confined  to  the  eastern  end  of  the  basin,  from 
Mauch  Chunk  westward  to  the  Little  Schuylkill 
Eiver,  at  Tamaqua,  a  distance  of  about  eleven  miles. 
The  greater  part  of  this  property  is  in  Mauch  Chunk 


township.  The  thickness  of  the  coal  in  the  combined 
veins  is  forty-two  feet,  equal  to  four  hundred  and  sev- 
enty-two million  tons,  or  seventy-one  thousand  five 
hundred  tons  to  the  acre.  E.  P.  Eothwell  says,  "That 
the  Lehigh  Coal  and  Navigation  Company  possess 
one  of  the  most  magnificent  coal  properties  in  the 
world  cannot  be  questioned,  and  that  the  quantity  of 
coal  is  such  as  to  allay  all  apprehensions  for  an  abun- 
dant supply,  far  into  the  future,  is  indisputable." 
Another  eminent  authority,  a  geologist,  who  made  a 
careful  examination  of  the  field,  has  said  that  if  all 
of  the  anthracite  coal  mined  in  the  United  States  had 
been  taken  from  the  Lehigh  Company's  property,  one- 
half  of  the  vast  deposit  would  still  remain. 

Without  entering  into  the  history  of  the  company's 
operations,  which  have  been  quite  elaborately  de- 
scribed in  the  history  of  Mauch  Chunk  borough,  we 
will  present  a  few  statistics  concerning  the  business. 
The  following  table  shows  the  annual  production  of 
the  company's  mines  from  their  origin  to  the  present: 

Year.  Tons. 

1820 365 

1821 1,073 

1822 2,U0 

1823 6,823 

1824 9,641 

1826 28,393 

1826 31,280 

1827 27,770 

1828 33,180 

1829 26,110 

1830 43,000 

1831 44,600 

1832 77,292 

1833 124,808 

1834 106,500 

1835 131,260 

1836 146,738 

1837 200,000 

1838 164,693 

1839 142,607 

1840 102,264 

1841 78,164 

1842 163,762 

1843 138,826 

1844 219,245 

1845 267,740 

1846 284,813 

1847 361,675 

1848 860,619 

1849 393,807 

1860 424,268 

1851 480,824 

1862 610,406 

1853 496,905 

1854 644,811 

1856 449,812 

1866 400,426 

1867 400,715 

1858 425,896 

1869 646,816 

I860 517,167 

1861 410,877 

1862 241,837 

1863 517,269 

1864 617,180 

1865 617,025 

1866 400,000 

1867 370,204 

1868 467,126 

1869 472,410 

1870 297,471 

1871 518,800 

1872 799,654 

1873 909,373 

1874 571,945 

1875 398,042 

1876 606,660 

1877 343,700 

1878 426,194 

1879 698,131 

1880 S46_i6] 

1881 648,147 

18S2 837,968 

1883 913,916 

Total  production  in  tons 20,888,!)37 
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The  company  has  ten  collieries  in  the  field.  Eight 
of  these  are  in  the  Panther  Creek  Valley  (four  in 
Mauch  Chunk  township,  and  four  over  the  line  in 
Schuylkill  County),  and  there  is  one  colliery  at  Ncs- 
quehoning,  comprising  five  openings,— two  tunnels, 
one  shaft,  one  slope,  and  one  drift,— while  there  is  an- 
other with  a  large  screen  building  at  the  north  end 
of  the  Lausford  tunnel.  The  company  employs  three 
thousand  three  hundred  and  fifty  men,  distributed 
as  follows  : 

Colliery  No.   3 350 


No.  4, 
"  No.  5, 
"  No.  6, 
"         No.    8, 

No.    9. 

No.  10, 

No.  11, 

No.  12 :;;;;;  225 

Miscellaneous  roll 30n 

Shops .'.'.'  126 

Screen  building 125 


275 
260 
250 
360 
450 
325 
325 


Total.. 


3350 


These  men  and  all  of  the  mining  operations  of  the 
company  are  under  the  direction  of  W.  D.  Zehner, 
superintendent. 

The  villages  of  Summit  Hill  and  Nesquehoning, 
and  the  borough  of  Lansford,  of  which  we  shall  pres- 
ently have  more  to  say,  were  built  up  and  are  main- 
tained entirely  by  the  mining  industry. 

Schools. — The  principal  schools  of  the  township 
are  in  Summit  Hill,  Lansford,  and  Nesquehoning,  and 
will  be  found  under  those  headings.  The  whole  num- 
ber of  schools  in  the  township  is  fifteen,  and  the  num- 
ber of  teachers  sixteen.  The  whole  number  of  pupils 
is  one  thousand  and  forty.  The  total  receipts  for  the 
year  ending  June  4,  1883,  were  $13,305.39,  and  the 
total  expenditures  .$12,916.53. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  school  directors  of  the 
township  since  the  erection  of  Carbon  County  : 

1844.— Ira  Cortwright,  William  H.  Knowles. 

1845. — Alex.  Lockhart,  John  Lentz. 

1846.— James  R.  Butler,  John  Fatzinger. 

1847.— John  Lentz,  Ira  Cortwright. 

1848.— George  W.  Smith,  J.  H.  Stevens,  Jacob  S. 
Wollar. 

1849.— J.  H.  Siewers,  Henry  Myers,  John  Fatzin- 


ger. 

1850.- 
Nathan 

1851.- 
McLean 
Charles 

1852.- 

1853.- 

1854.- 
Lewis. 

1855.- 
Andreas, 

1856.- 
Ohl. 

1857.- 


-Ira  Cortwright,  G.  H.  Davis,  James  McLean, 
Patterson,  Meritt  Abbott. 
-Nathan  Patterson,  Thomas  Hughs,  James 
Jr.,  William   Woodworth,  Meritt  Abbott, 
Packer. 

-Abel  Hewitt,  Meritt  Abbott. 
-James  McLean,  Jr.,  W.  Woodworth. 
-Zerubbel   Thomas,  John   Andreas,    D.  W. 

-Dixon   Lewis,   Samuel   Pollock,   Abraham 

-Walter  Leisenring,  Thomas  Thomas,  J.  G. 

-J.  G.  Ohl,  Anthony  Eouse. 


1858.— William  R.  Jones,  Dixon  Siewer.s,  Jonathan 
Marsden,  Joseph  Woodworth. 

1859.— Joseph  Woodworth,  A.  W.  Fellows,  William 
McKeever. 

1860. — Walter  Leisenring,  James  Sweeny,  George 
H.  Davis. 
1861.— Charles  Hoffman,  Elisha  Packer. 
1862.— Josiah   McMurtrein,  Thomas  R.  Williams, 
Thomas  Carr. 

1863.— Thomas  E.  Williams,  Thomas  Arner. 
1864.— Anthony  Snyder,  Elisha  Packer. 
1865.— Peter  W.  Neigh,  Josiah  McMurtrein. 
1866.— Josiah  Williams,  Henry  C.  Smith. 
1867. — Anthony  Snyder,  Isaac  Jones. 
1868.— S.  Hill  Dut,  James  Gallagher,  J.  H.  Kline. 
1869.— Thomas  R.  Williams,  John  H.  Kline,  Wil- 
liam Frigenown. 

1870. — James  Smitham,  Henry  Stark. 
1871. — No  record. 

1872.— Barney  Philips,  Matthew  E.  Singard. 
1873.— Jenkin  E.  Jenkin,  S.  M.  Lester. 
1874.— Samuel  Nercus,  C.  F.  McCue. 
1875. — Solomon  Rickert,  William  D.  Thomas. 
1876. — Benjamin  Ross,  Samuel  F.  Keeler. 
1877.— William  York,  P.  W.  Neigle,  N.  M.  Grover. 
1878.— J.  E.  Davis,  John  Bradwell,  Richard  Lynch. 
1879.— John  Boyle,  Patrick  Kerim. 
1880.— Philip  Coyle,  W.  W.  Watkins. 
1881. — John  Mallory,  Francis  Dermott. 
1882.— Abraham  W.  Moser,  John  McCrealey. 
1883. — Patrick  Dermott,  Jacob  Buss. 
Justices  of  the  Peace. — Following  is  a  list  of  the 
justices  of  the  peace  from  1844  to  the  present.     Some 
of  those  elected  prior  to  the  incorporation  of  the  bor- 
ough of  Mauch  Chunk  were  residents  of  that  place: 

James  R.  Butler,  March,  1844. 

J.  K.  Pryor,  March,  1845. 

J.  A.  Boyle,  March,  1847. 

Alexander  W.  Butler,  March,  1848. 

Charles  E.  Haskell,  March,  1849. 

Alexander  W.  Butler,  March,  1850. 

D.  B.  Brodhead,  March,  1850. 

Abel  Hewitt,  March,  1850. 

Merritt  Abbott,  March,  1851. 

Abel  Hewitt,  March,  1855. 

Thomas  R.  Vanhorn,  March,  1856. 

William  McKeever,  March,  1858. 

Joel  C.  Lance,  March,  1859. 

Isaac  H.  Williams,  March,  1859. 

Thomas  O.  Gorman,  March,  1863. 

Leyshan  Thomas,  March,  1863. 

S.  F.  Minich,  March,  1864.     '" 

Peter  Newmiller,  March,  1865. 

William  McKeever,  March,  1868. 

George  L.  Watson,  March,  1868. 

William  McKeever,  March,  1873. 

Thomas  R.  Williams,  March,  1873. 

Lewis  W.  Pryor,  March,  1874. 

James  H.  James,  March,  1877. 
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James  Burns,  March,  1879. 
John  R.  Harris,  March,  1880. 
William  Shea,  March,  1883. 

Summit  Hill. — It  was  at  this  place  that  Ginter's 
discovery  of  coal  was  made  in  1791,  and  operations 
commenced  by  the  Lehigh  Coal  Company  in  1818,  as 
detailed  in  the  chapters  on  internal  improvements 
and  Mauch  Chunk  borough.  The  town,  which  had 
its  origin  as  a  mining  camp,  soon  became,  and  has 
since  remained,  with  the  exception  of  Mauch  Chunk, 
the  leading  centre  of  population  in  the  region  settled 
and  developed  by  the  Coal  and  Navigation  Company. 
The  work  of  the  company  here,  the  construction  of 
the  "  Switchback"  proper,  and  of  the  gravity  road 
now  bearing  that  name  have  been  quite  fully  treated 
in  the  history  of  Mauch  Chunk,  and  we  shall  there- 
fore in  this  connection  introduce  only  those  topics 
which  are  more  purely  local  in  their  interest. 

A  settlement  was  established  here  in  1818,  consist- 
ing of  the  company's  miners,  but  it  was  not  until 
many  years  later  that  the  locality  presented  the  ap- 
pearance of  an  established  town.  James  Broderick 
seems  to  have  been  the  earliest  prominent  resident, 
having  located  here  in  1821,  and  his  wife  is  said  to 
have  been  the  first  woman  who  had  a  home  in  what 
is  now  Summit  Hill.  Mr.  Broderick  and  wife  re- 
moved to  Mauch  Chunk  in  1832,  but  in  1837  returned 
to  the  Summit  mines,  where  the  former  held  a  posi- 
tion with  the  firm  of  Holland,  Lockhart,  McLean  & 
Co.  until  1843.  He  afterwards  was  prominently 
identified  with  the  coal  business  at  other  points  in 
this  general  region,  and  died  in  1875. 

In  1826,  according  to  the  statement  made  in  a  care- 
fully prepared  history  of  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
written  by  the  present  pastor,  there  was  but  one 
house  in  Summit  Hill  proper,  and  only  four  others 
in  the  locality,  which  were  west  of  the  site  of  the 
town.  They  were  all  log  structures,  and  that  occu- 
pied by  James  Leamon,  the  "boss"  of  the  mines,  was 
the  only  one  of  the  lot  which  was  two  stories  in  height. 
He  had  as  boarders  most  of  the  employes  who  had  no 
families. 

In  1837  the  Lehigh  Coal  and  Navigation  Company 
began  building  extensively  for  its  employes,  and  the 
place  assumed  the  air  of  a  thoroughly  established 
town.  It  was  not,  however,  until  1847  that  lots  were 
sold  and  individual  enterprise  allowed  to  exercise 
itself.  Among  the  first  purchasers  (in  October  of  the 
year  mentioned)  were  J.  Edward  Barnes,  Nathan 
Patterson,  D.  D.  Brodhead,  John  Simpson,  Jacob 
Minich,  Daniel  Minich,  Merritt  Abbott,  James  Den- 
ton, and  Charles  Hoff'man.  In  1850,  Abram  Harris 
bought  a  lot,  and  built  upon  it  a  hotel,  and  in  1851, 
Alexander  Lockhart  and  Merritt  Abbott  purchased 
one,  on  which  they  built  a  foundry. 

The  operation  of  the  mines,  the  establishment  of 
mercantile  houses,  and  the  varied  institutions  ren- 
dered necessary  or  growing  naturally  out  of  the 
increase    in    population,   and    consequent    enlarged 


needs,  developed  in  due  time  a  town  of  good  propor- 
tions upon  the  mountain-top.  According  to  the 
census  of  1880  the  population  of  Summit  Hill  proper 
was  seventeen  hundred  and  sixty-three,  while  other 
localities  in  the  election  district — Hackelbernie,  one 
hundred  and  sixty ;  Bloomingdale,  one  hundred  and 
eighty-four;  and  Jamestown,  numbers  five  and  six, 
six  hundred  and  seventy-seven — made  the  total  usu- 
ally ascribed  to  the  town  two  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  eighty-four. 

The  mines  here  have  been,  as  a  rule,  operated  by 
the  company,  for  whom  Joseph  S.  Harris  was  for 
many  years  the  superintendent,  and  was  succeeded 
by  W.  D.  Zehner,  who  at  present  holds  that  office. 

Leasing  and  the  giving  of  contracts  have  been  in 
vogue  here  to  some  extent:  Holland,  Barber  &  Co., 
with  their  predecessors  and  successors,  being  among 
the  earliest  and  most  prominent  contractors,  in  the 
list  of  whom  were  also  included  Daniel  S.  Bertsch  & 
Co.,  E.  A.  Douglass,  A.  A.  Douglass,  R.  A.  and  Asa 
Packer,  Belford,  Sharpe  &  Co.,  and  others.  Capt. 
McLean  and  David  Williams  (the  latter  the  first 
Welshman  here)  were  the  contractors  who  "  drove" 
Spring  Tunnel,  which  was  perhaps  the  beginning 
of  underground  mining  in  this  immediate  locality. 
These  same  men  also  opened  Slope  No.  1  in  1850, 
which  was  worked  until  1858,  when  it  took  fire.  After 
strong  and  repeated  endeavors  to  extinguish  this  un- 
derground conflagration,  it  was  abandoned.  The 
"burning  mine,"  as  it  is  called,  is  now,  after  more 
than  a  quarter  of  a  century,  one  of  the  wonderful  at- 
tractions of  Summit  Hill,  and  perhaps  the  most  far- 
famed  curiosity  of  the  region.  Many  thousands  of 
tons  of  coal  have  been  consumed  in  this  slow-smoulder- 
ing and  unquenchable  fire,  which  has,  at  vast  ex- 
pense, been  finally  surrounded  with  a  great  ditch 
cut  through  the  anthracite,  that  must  some  time  bring 
to  a  close  the  progress  of  the  devastating  element. 

The  mines  were  leased  at  one  period  to  the  Lehigh 
and  Wilkesbarre  Coal  Company,  but  during  the  greater 
number  of  the  years  which  have  elapsed  since  they 
were  opened  they  have,  as  heretofore  stated,  been 
operated  either  by  contractors  or  directly  by  the  Le- 
high Coal  and  Navigation  Company. 

Of  late  years,  the  direction  which  mining  has  taken 
and  other  causes,  among  them  the  chief  being  the 
building  of  the  Nesquehoning  Valley  Railroad,  have 
operated  to  draw  life  from  the  old  town  on  the  moun- 
tain-top and  bestow  it  upon  the  younger  rival,  Lans- 
ford,  in  the  valley,  of  which,  after  consideration 
of  some  of  the  local  institutions  of  Summit  Hill,  we 
shall  present  an  account. 

Religious  History— The  Presbyterian  Church. 
—The  Summit  Hill  Presbyterian  Church  was  one  of 
the  pioneers  among  the  religious  organizations  in  the 
Lehigh  coal  region.  As  early  as  1835,  Robert  Henry, 
a  Covenanter  Presbyterian,  organized  a  Bible  class  at 
the  boarding-house  of  Alexander  McLean,  also  a 
Presbyterian.     He  regularly  conducted   exercises  at 
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this  house  until  August,  1836,  when  James  Edgar, 
who  had  in  the  mean  time  settled  in  the  community, 
became  a  prominent  member  of  the  little  band,  and 
from  that  time  the  weekly  assemblages  became  more 
.  distinctively  prayer-meetings.  In  the  fall  of  1835  the 
Presbyterian  Church  of  Mauch  Chunk  was  organized, 
and  among  its  members  were  six  who  were  residents 
of  Summit  Hill,— Alexander  McLean  and  wife,  John 
Nichol  and  wife,  Robert  Craig,  and  John  Style.  On 
the  5th  of  the  following  December,  Rev.  David  X. 
Junkin,  of  Greenwich,  N.  J.,  with  the  session,  held  a 
service  at  Summit  Hill,  and  received  eight  more  per- 
sons living  here  into  the  membership  of  the  church. 
In  the  same  month.  Rev.  Richard  Webster,  for  many 
years  thereafter  pastor  of  the  Mauch  Chunk  Church, 
began  his  labors  as  a  missionary  of  the  Assembly's 
Board  of  Home  Missions,  at  Mauch  Chunk,  Summit 
Hill,  and  South  Easton.  He  supplied  this  place  with 
preaching  every  fourth  Sunday,  and  in  December, 
1837,  received  nine  more  members  into  the  church. 
On  the  23d  of  that  mouth  he  administered  the  sacra- 
ment of  the  Lord's  Supper  for  the  first  time  in  Sum- 
mit Hill.  During  the  summer  of  1836,  Mr.  Webster 
requested  a  young  theological  student  at  Princeton 
(Andrew  Tully)  to  come  to  Summit  Hill  and  teach 
the  day-school,  and  try  to  organize  a  Sunday-school. 
He  succeeded  in  establishing  the  latter  in  July,  and 
kept  it  up  during  the  summer  and  the  next  summer, 
and  that  also  of  1838 ;  it  was  revived  and  superintended 
by  Elder  G.  W.  Smith,  of  Mauch  Chunk. 

At  the  adjourned  meeting  of  the  Presbytery  of 
Newton,  held  at  Beaver  Meadow,  Feb.  12,  1839,  Mr. 
Webster  represented  in  his  report  that  there  were 
twenty-three  members  of  the  Mauch  Chunk  Church 
residing  at  Summit  Hill,  and  that  he  had  for  a  year 
or  more  been  preaching  as  far  west  as  Tamaqua. 
Thereupon  the  Presbytery  appointed  Rev.  Garton,  of 
Beaver  Meadow,  with  A.  H.  Van  Cline,  an  elder  of 
the  same  church,  and  Rev.  Richard  Webster,  with  G. 
W.  Smith,  of  Mauch  Chunk,  as  a  committee  to  visit 
Summit  Hill  and  Tamaqua,  and  if  they  deemed  it 
advisable,  to  organize  a  church.  Agreeably  to  this 
appointment  they  visited  this  place  on  April  19, 1839, 
and  organized  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  Summit 
Hill  and  Tamaqua,  consisting  of  twenty-eight  mem- 
bers of  whom  all  but  four  resided  in  Summit  Hill. 
Those  residing  here  were  Alexander  McLean  and 
wife  Robert  Nickol  and  wife,  Robert  Gage  and 
wife'  Andrew  Harkliu  and  wife,  John  Talk  and 
wife'  Mrs.  Sarah  Jane  Sampson,  Mrs.  Margaret  Craig, 
Mrs'  Mary  Winterstein,  James  McLean,  Matthew 
Morrison,  Jonathan  Johnson,  James  Knox  John 
Billingham,  James  Edgar,  Matthew  Henry,  Joseph 
Brown,  Alexander  Brewster,  and  William  Henry. 
Those  living  at  Tamaqua  were  Mrs.  Sarah  Heston, 
Mrs  Maria  H.  Hunter,  Miss  Elizabeth  McNeil, 
and'  George  Washington  Brown.  Messrs.  Andrew 
Harkin  and  James  Edgar  were  unanimously  chosen 
to   the   office   of  ruling  elders.      On   June  8,   1840, 


Mr.  Webster,  having  extended  his  diocese  as  far 
as  Port  Clinton,  began  preaching  occasionally  at  this 
place.  Services  were  also  held  during  1841  and  a 
portion  of  the  following  year  by  Elder  George  Wig- 
gan,  of  Port  Clinton.  In  June,  1842,  Mr.  William 
E.  Schenk,  a  licentiate  of  the  Presbytery  of  New 
Brunswick,  was  employed  as  a  missionary,  and  for 
three  months  he  preached  on  alternate  Sundays  at 
Summit  Hill.  In  September  of  this  year  the  session 
memorialized  the  Presbytery  to  have  the  congregation 
divided.  Port  Clinton  and  Tamaqua  to  form  a  new 
church  and  the  congregation  at  this  place  to  retain 
the  name  of  Summit  Hill.  A  request  was  also  made 
that  Rev.  Mr.  Schenk  be  ordained  as  an  evangelist 
and  appointed  stated  supply.  '  This  was  not  granted, 
but  in  December,  1842,  Rev.  Richard  M.  Baclean,  of 
the  Elizabethtown  (N.  J.)  Presbytery,  was  employed 
as  stated  supply  for  three  months.  Rev.  Mr.  Webster, 
upon  the  expiration  of  that  period,  again  took  the 
church  under  his  charge  until  the  coming  of  Rev. 
John  H.  Rittenhouse,  a  licentiate  of  the  Presbytery 
of  Northumberland,  in  June. 

He  was  succeeded  in  November,  1843,  by  Rev.  A. 
G.  Harned.  He  became  the  first  regular  pastor  of 
the  church,  being  ordained  and  installed  May  1,  1844. 
In  May,  1844,  the  long-desired  division  of  the  church 
was  effected,  and  from  that  time  it  was  known  as  the 
"First  Presbyterian  Church  of  Summit  Hill."  In 
the  following  spring  the  congregation  ceased  to  accept 
the  aid  of  the  Board  of  Missions.  In  February,  1847, 
application  was  made  for  a  charter  of  incorporation, 
which,  however,  was  not  obtained  until  two  years 
later.  The  work  of  building  a  church  was  begun  in 
November,  1846,  the  services  prior  to  that  time  having 
been  held  in  the  school-house. 

Rev.  A.  G.  Harned,  the  first  pastor  of  the  church, 
resigned  in  the  spring  of  1856.  He  was  followed, 
after  the  lapse  of  a  year,  by  Rev.  John  White.  His 
pastorate  continued  until  1872.  Rev.  George  Benaugh 
was  called  in  May  of  the  following  year,  and  served 
the  church  until  May  1, 1877.  Upon  October  12th  of 
the  same  year  the  church  extended  a  call  to  Rev.  J. 
H.  Doremus,  the  present  pastor,  who  entered  upon 
his  labors  on  the  15th  of  the  following  November, 
and  was  installed  on  the  18th  of  December.  The 
church  edifice  was  improved  and  enlarged  to  its 
present  ample  dimensions  in  1871-72,  at  a  cost  of 
about  three  thousand  five  hundred  dollars,  and  a  fine 
parsonage  was  built  in  1873. 

The  society  has  been  quite  prosperous,  and  now  has 
a  membership  of  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  persons, 
while  its  two  Sunday-schools  have  an  aggregate  en- 
rollment of  three  hundred  and  twenty-five  children. 

St.  Philip's  Episcopal  Church.— The  first  recorded 
baptism  in  this  parish  was  performed  by  the  Rev. 
Peter  Russell,  Sept.  13,  1845,  who  was  at  the  time 
missionary  in  charge  of  this  district  of  territory.  A 
parochial  organization  was  not  effected  until  Novem- 
ber, 1849.     On  the  22d  day  of  November,  1849,  a  de- 
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cree  of  incoi'poration  was  granted  by  the  Court  of 
Common  Pleas  of  the  county  of  Carbon  to  the  peti- 
tioners. Rev.  Peter  Russell,  James  Brodric,  A.  L.  Fos- 
ter, James  W.  Barnes,  Richard  Sharp,  R.  H.  Sayre, 
George  H.  Davis,  R.  H.  Barnes,  Thomas  Wilson, 
Matthew  Dougherty,  and  John  Stewart,  under  the 
name  of  "  The  Rector,  Warden,  and  Vestrymen  of  St. 
Philip's  Protestant  Episcopal  Church."  The  corner- 
stone of  the  church  building  was  laid  on  the  first  Sat- 
urday evening  in  July,  1850,  by  the  Rt.  Rev.  Alonzo 
Potter,  bishop  of  the  Diocese  of  Pennsylvania,  assisted 
by  the  rector,  the  Rev.  Peter  Russell,  a  large  concourse 
of  citizens  and  churchmen  being  in  attendance,  many 
of  whom  came  from  Mauch  Chunk,  with  the  bishop 
and  rector,  to  witness  the  ceremony.  The  building 
was  completed  within  the  year,  at  a  cost  of  $1320.82. 
The  first  rector,  the  Rev.  Peter  Russell,  a  man  no 
less  beloved  for  his  Christian  virtues  than  renowned 
for  his  missionary  zeal,  had  charge  of  the  parish  until 
May,  1857,  when  he  was  succeeded  by  the  Rev. 
Joseph  A.  Stone,  who  resigned  the  rectorship  Septem- 
ber, 1860,  since  which  time  the  following  clergymen 
have  administered  the  parish,  viz.:  Rev.  Hurley 
Baldy,  Rev.  William  Wilson,  Rev.  T.  Logan  Mur- 
phy, Rev.  Leighton  Coleman,  Rev.  Chandler  Hare, 
Rev.  W.  J.  Miller,  Rev.  R.  H.  Kline,  and  Rev. 
Charles  E.  Fessenden,  present  incumbent. 

Prior  to  Jan.  23,  1881,  when  the  Rev.  Mr.  Kline 
became  rector  of  St.  Philip's  Church,  this  parish  had 
always  been  associated  with  St.  Mark's,  Mauch 
Chunk,  or  Calvary  Church,  Tamaqua,  under  the  same 
rector.  Since  that  time  it  has  had  no  connection  with 
Mauch  Chunk  or  Tamaqua,  the  people  feeling  able  to 
support  a  rector  of  their  own.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Kline 
resigned  Aug.  14,  1881,  and  the  Rev.  Charles  E.  Fes- 
senden having  been  called  to  succeed  him,  entered 
upon  his  duties  December  1st  of  the  same  year.  In  the 
fall  of  1882  extensive  improvements  were  begun  in 
the  church  building.  The  church  was  raised  from  its 
old  foundations ;  a  basement  Sunday  school  room  was 
built;  new  heater  was  put  in;  new  chandelier  and 
lamps  were  purchased ;  new  pews  were  obtained  for  the 
auditorium ;  the  walls  were  calcimined,  and  other  alter- 
ations and  improvements  made  by  which  the  Lord's 
house  was  rendered  more  commodious,  more  churchly, 
and  more  attractive.  The  cost  of  improvements,  con- 
tributions, etc.,  for  the  year  1883  amounted  to  $981.97. 

St.  Philip's  Parish,  like  all  churches  planted  in 
mining  towns,  has  suffered  greatly  from  removals. 
During  its  history  many  prominent  coal  operators  and 
other  business  men  and  their  families  have  been  con- 
nected with  this  little  parish.  It  has  seen  days  of 
great  prosperity,  and  it  has  seen  days  of  sad  decline. 
Many  now  grown  to  manhood  and  womanhood,  and 
connected  with  other  religious  denominations,  were 
accustomed,  when  children,  to  attend  the  Sunday- 
school  of  the  "Bell  Church,"  as  it  was  commonly 
called,  because  for  many  years  it  was  the  only  church 
in  the  neighborhood  having  a  bell  to  call  the  people 


from  their  earthly  cares  to  the  spiritual  duties  of  the 
Lord's  sanctuary.  This  community  will  always  feel 
a  peculiar  love  and  reverence  for  St.  Philip's,  and 
those  at  a  distance  who  worshiped  in  its  sacred  courts, 
long  years  agone,  will  not  forget  the  hallowed  associ- 
ations linked  with  the  name  and  place. 

Present  Vestry, — John  McMichael,  Thomas  W. 
Renshaw  (wardens),  W.  D.  Zehner,  John  W.  Patter- 
son, M.  E.  Linyard  (secretary),  E.  H.  Kistler,  M.D. 
(treasurer),  S.  F.  Minnick,  Casper  Ichter. 

St.  Joseph's  Catholic  Church. — It  appears  from 
the  records  that  in  1826  the  Rev.  Mr.  Fitzpatrick,  of 
the  Catholic  denomination  and  resident  in  Sunbury, 
visited  this  place  occasionally.  Fathers  Cummings 
and  Courtney,  from  Pottsville,  came  here  quite  regu- 
larly for  several  years,  the  former  prior  to  1882,  and 
the  latter  prior  to  1838.  From  the  latter  date  until 
1842,  Rev.  Mr.  Wainwright,  of  Tamaqua,  visited  the 
people,  after  which  time  came  Father  Maloney,  of  the 
same  place,  until  1849.  He  received  ground  from  the 
Lehigh  Coal  and  Navigation  Company  for  the  loca- 
tion of  a  church.  Next  was  Father  Haingan,  who 
came  in  1849,  and  attended  the  spiritual  wants  of  the 
people  until  1852.  During  his  term  of  service  a  small 
church  was  built.  Rev.  Dr.  Manahan  was  the  first 
resident  pastor,  during  the  years  1852-53.  The  com- 
munity was  visited  again,  until  September,  1854,  from 
Mauch  Chunk  by  Father  Coffee.  Father  Basil  Shorb 
became  resident  pastor  in  October,  1854,  and  remained 
until  August,  1858,  being  succeeded  by  Rev.  Hugh 
Magorien,  until  Aug.  9, 1866,  when  Rev.  James  Kelly 
assumed  charge,  and  remained  until  Nov.  20,  1872, 
when  Rev.  John  McElroy  filled  the  place  until  Jan. 
18, 1875.  Rev.  James  Brehony  served  from  then  until 
April  4,  1877,  and  Rev.  James  Wynn  from  then  until 
Sept.  7, 1879.  During  his  administration  the  present 
parochial  residence  was  built.  Revs.  Daniel  I.  Mc- 
Dermott  and  I.  M.  Cox,  as  pastor  and  assistant,  were 
in  charge  until  Jlay  9,  1880.  On  their  removal  Revs. 
John  Scanlon  and  William  Craig  served  until  the 
death  of  the  former,  on  the  5th  of  February,  1882. 
Rev.  Hugh  Garvey,  the  present  pastor,  was  appointed 
to  succeed  Father  Scanlon  by  Archbishop  Wood,  and 
immediately  set  about  the  erection  of  the  present  build- 
ing, the  corner-stone  of  which  was  laid  by  Very  Rev. 
M.  A.  Walsh,  V.G.,  on  the  21st  of  June  following. 
On  this  occasion  the  sermon  was  preached  by  Rev. 
P.  J.  Garvey,  D.D.,  then  pastor  of  St.  Peter's  Church, 
Reading,  Pa.,  and  at  present  pastor  of  St.  James' 
Church  in  West  Philadelphia.  The  ceremony  of  the 
dedication  of  the  new  church  was  performed  on  the 
10th  of  December  following  by  Right  Rev.  J.  F. 
Shanahan,  Bishop  of  Harrisburg,  who  also  preached 
the  sermon  and  administered  the  sacrament  of  con- 
firmation to  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  children; 
Rev.  P.  J.  Garvey,  D.D.,  being  celebrant  of  the 
solemn  high  mass,  assisted  by  Revs.  D.  Bows,  Wil- 
liam Craig,  and  Rev.  John  Loughran,  of  Scranton,  as 
deacon,  subdeacon,  and  master  of  ceremonies  respec- 
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tively.  The  pastor,  Rev.  Hugh  Garvey,  being  assist- 
ant to  the  Right  Rev.  Bishop. 

The  new  church  is  now  free  from  debt,  and  has  a 
membership  of  three  thousand  souls.  Rev.  Hugh 
Garvey  continues  as  pastor,  and  is  assisted  by  Rev.  J. 
J.  McAnany.  A  handsome  monument  has  been 
erected  in  the  cemetery  adjoining  the  church  to  the 
memory  of  the  late  pastor,  Rev.  J.  Scanlon.  The  con- 
gregation owns  also  a  new  cemetery  about  one  mile 
from  town,  which  was  purchased  during  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  Rev.  J.  Wynn.    • 

The  Lutheran  Church.— This  congregation  was 
organized  in  the  old  school-house  about  1853.  The 
members  of  the  church  council  were  Jacob  Mosser, 
Jacob  Herring,  Berkhardt  Mosser,  and  Abraham 
Miller,  and  the  pastor.  Rev.  Oberfeld.  Rev.  Heilig 
succeeded  Oberfeld.  During  Heilig's  stay  the  con- 
gregation, with  the  Reformed,  began  to  build  a  Union 
Church  (now  owned  by  the  Reformed).  It  was  next 
served  by  Rev.  Grim,  and  then  by  Rev.  Beyer.  After 
Beyer  left  there  was  no  regular  pastor  for  about  four 
years,  the  church  being  served  by  students  from  the 
seminary,  William  H.  Strauss  served  the  congrega- 
tion for  one  year  while  a  student  in  the  seminary,  and 
after  his  ordination  at  Pottsville  came  here  as  regular 
pastor.  In  the  year  1879  the  congregation  bought  the 
German  Methodist  Church,  in  which,  after  having  re- 
paired it,  the  congregation  is  now  worshiping. 

St.  Paul's  German  Reformed  Church.— -The  first 
preaching  in  the  interests  of  this  denomination  in  this 
region  was  at  the  school-house  in  the  valley  by  Bloom- 
ingdale.  In  1856,  Rev.  John  Eichenbach,  sent  out 
from  AUentown  by  the  Synod,  preached  at  Summit 
Hill.  Among  the  first  members  of  the  church  were 
Isaac    Miller,    Jonathan    Hallenbach,   and    Messrs. 

Remaly  and Miller.    Rev.  Eichenbach  preached 

for  the  congregation  about  twenty-five  years,  and  was 
succeeded  by  the  Rev.  Greaffe,  from  Tamaqua.  The 
congregation  has  maintained  quite  a  healthful  life, 
erected  a  good  house  of  worship  in  1867,  and  now 
numbers  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  members. 

Schools.— There  are  excellent  schools  here,  con- 
ducted in  a  building  which  is  a  credit  to  Summit  Hill, 
and  probably  equal  in  all  respects  to  that  of  any  town 
of  similar  size  in  the  State.  This  building  was  erected 
in  1875-76.  The  principal  instructors  here  since  1860 
have  been  as  follows:  1861-62,  J.  H.  Dexter;  1863- 
64,  H.  C.  Smith;  1864-65,  E.  L.  Tewksberry;  1865- 
6?'  J.  T.  Reinock;  1867-71,  J.  Ritter;  1871-72,  J.  E. 
Lauer-  1872-73,  J.  C.  Bell;  1873-75,  S.  Motzer; 
1875-79  S.H.  Hollinger;  1879-82,  W.  McLaughhn; 
1882-83'  J.  M.  Roberts;  1883-84,  P.  H.  McCabe. 

Newspapers.-The  first  newspaper  here  was  the 
Weekly  Intelligeneer,  issued  in  1873  and  for  two  years 
following  by  Daniel  Eveland  and  Robert  Harris,  of 
Tamaqua,  in  which  place  it  was  printed. 

The  SammU  Hill  Independent  was  issued  in  the 
summer  of  1876,  and  maintained  a  somewhat  preca- 
rious life  for  about  six  months. 


On  Oct.  18,  1879,  the  Summit  Hill  and  Lansford 
Record  was  issued  by  P.  F.  Gildea  &  J.  W.  Maloy. 
The  first-named  member  of  the  firm  retired  in  April, 
1880,  and  Mr.  Maloy  has  since  been  the  sole  proprie- 
tor, removing  the  paper  to  Lansford  in  the  spring  of 
1884. 

Banking, — The  Miners'  Bank  was  established  in 
1873,  with  a  capital  of  fifty  thousand  dollars,  in  one 
thousand  shares.   Anthony  Snyder  was  president  and 

B.  W.  Marsey  vice-president.  In  October,  1880,  the 
bank  was  removed  to  Lansford,  and  in  April,  1883, 
was  closed,  and  its  afiairs  placed  in  the  hands  of  as- 
signees. 

Societies.— Summit  Lodge,  No.  576, 1. 0.  0.  F.,  was 
instituted  March  4,  1865,  with  the  following  as  its 
first  officers:  N.  G.,  Henry  Storch;  V.  G.,  William 
Swank ;  Sec,  I.  H.  Dexter  ;  Asst.  Sec,  Balzar  Pink ; 
Treas.,  Thomas  Arner.  The  lodge  has  now  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  members,  and  meets  in  a  hall  rented 
from  Samuel  Rickert. 

Fountain  Encampment,  No.  170,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  was 
instituted  Oct.  10,  1868,  with  the  following  officers : 

C.  P.,  Thomas  C.  Williams;  H.  P.,  Thomas  Arner; 
S.  W.,  George  Halvey;  J.  W.,  Simon  Anderson; 
Scribe,  E.  E.  Jones;  Treas.,  William  Warlow.  It 
now  has  twenty-five  members. 

Summit  Lodge,  Daughters  of  Rebecca,  No.  576, 
was  organized  Aug.  27,  1872. 

Conner  Post,  No.  177,  G.  A.  R.,  was  organized 
March  4,  1869,  with  S.  F.  Minich,  Jacob  D.  Arner, 
Henry  Williamson,  B.  S.  Younker,  Samuel  A.  Wehr, 
C.  F.  Kline,  George  B.  Kent,  Thomas  0.  Williams, 
Joseph  Williams,  Charles  Walton,  and  T.  Carlos 
Williams  as  charter  members.  It  now  has  a  mem- 
bership of  about  thirty. 

Carbon  Temple  of  H.  and  T.,  No.  32,  was  organized 
April  2,  1867,  with  the  following  officers :  J.  P.  Row- 
lands, C.  T. ;  M.  E.  Singard,  V.  T. ;  C.  E.  West,  R. ; 
H.  Hardel,  A.  R. ;  H.  C.  James,  F.  R. ;  W.  S.  How- 
ells,  Treas.;  Ed.  Minich,  U. ;  J.  E.  Jenkin,  D. 
U. ;  John  H.  Kline,  G.;  Thomas  Richards,  W. ; 
M.  E.  Singard,  D.  G.  T.  The  organization  is  in  a 
flourishing  condition  at  the  present,  owning  the  prop- 
erty where  the  hall  is. 

Anthracite  Council,  No.  5,  was  organized  March  12, 
1868,  with  the  following  officers :  I.  T.  Reinick,  C.  ot 
C. ;  C.  E.  West,  S.  of  C. ;  M.  E.  Singard,  J.  of  C. ; 
J.  A.  McMurtrie,  R.  of  C. ;  C.  F.  Kline,  M.  of  C. ; 
Thomas  Whilden,  P.  of  C. ;  J.  P.  Rowlands,  Treas.  of 
C. ;  James  Gready,  D.  M. ;  Joseph  Pollock,  M. ;  M. 
E.  Singard,  D.  G.  C.  of  C. 

Carbon  Lodge,  No.  202,  Knights  of  Pythias,  was 
instituted  Oct.  25,  1869,  with  charter  members  as  fol- 
lows :  S.  F.  Minich,  M.  E.  Singard,  William  Swank, 
Ed.  Minich,  Thomas  Whilden,  J.  D.  Arner,  Robert 
W.  Cready,  Gideon  Moser,  William  Warlow,  and 
twenty-five  others. 

The  Knights  of  Honor  were  instituted  Aug.  25, 
1879.      Charter  members:    S.  H.  Hollinger,  T.  W. 
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Renshaw,  William  Swank,  George  Winterstein,  W. 
W.  Radcliflf^E.  W.  Moister,  Samuel  Eickert,  Joseph 
Forrest,  Robert  Ross,  Benjamin  Flemming,  E.  H. 
Kistler,  W.  T.  Ratcliff,  W.  H.  Evans,  S.  F.  Minich, 
M.  E.  Singard,  John  Leese,  James  Leese,  James  Bal- 
lentine,  John  Bogle,  Samuel  Hogg,  J.  0.  Rutter,  Sam- 
uel McNeal,  Jr.,  W.  D.  Zehner,  W.  Clements,  Joseph 
S.  Patterson,  James  Singard,  Moses  Neyer,  C.  W. 
Swank,  Thomas  McCready,  Robert  Derby.  One  death 
has  occurred  since  its  organization,  and  the  company 
paid  the  amount  of  insurance  promptly. 

The  Junior  Templars  (formerly  Cadets  of  H.  and 
T.)  were  organized  April  6,  1882,  with  the  following 
officers :  John  L.  McMichael,  W.  G. ;  James  Hughes, 
1st  Gov. ;  William  McLaughlin,  2d  Gov. ;  William 
Swigel,  3d  Gov. ;  Lewis  Finley,  F.  R. ;  James  Neyer, 
A.  R.  R. ;  Elmer  Neyer,  A.  U. ;  A.  Starch,  G.  A. ;  C. 
Butler,  G.  V.  A. ;  U.  S.  Renshaw,  R. ;  H.  Williamson, 
A.  R. ;  Harry  McKiever,  U. ;  William  Tarlton,  I.  W. ; 
M.  E.  Singard,  D.  G.  G. ;  B.  W.  McKiever,  O.  R ;  and 
sixty-four  charter  members. 

A  lodge  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Good  Tem- 
plars was  organized  May  22,  1882,  with  the  following 
officers :  James  Swigel,  W.  C.  T. ;  Miss  B.  M.  Kline, 
W.  V.  T.;  Wilson  Crawford,  Chap.;  Robert  McMi- 
chael, Sec. ;  Alexander  Flemming,  Asst.  Sec. ;  James 
L.  Singard,  F.  S.  ;  Alice  Bogle,  Treaa. ;  Thomas  Wal- 
ton, M. ;  Annie  L.  Singard,  D.  M.  ;  S.  Davis,  I.  G. ; 
James  McGee,  O.  G. ;  Saddie  Richards,  R.  S. ;  Ella 
Houser,  L.  S. ;  Robert  Derby,  P.  W.  T. 

Lansford. — This  young  but  thriving  borough,  to 
which  has  been  applied  the  middle  name  of  Hon. 
Asa  Lansford  Foster,  had  its  origin  in  two  mining 
settlements,  known  as  Ashton  and  Storm  Hill,  which 
might  be  considered  as  the  homes  of  the  overflow 
population  of  Summit  Hill,  or  perhaps,  more  properly, 
as  settlements  resulting  from  new  operations  in  coal 
after  the  exhaustion  of  the  "  Summit"  mines  had  been 
apprehended.  The  town  is  located  on  the  plateau 
which  forms  the  first  terrace  above  Panther  Creek 
Valley  in  the  ascent  of  the  mountain,  on  which  is 
situated  Summit  Hill.  "Storm  Hill"  was  the  name 
given  the  locality,  which  can  now  best  be  designated 
as  the  eastern  part  of  Lansford.  It  was  so  named 
from  the  fact  that  a  house  built  here  by  Peter  Fisher 
was  blown  over  during  a  great  storm.  The  name  of 
Ashton  was  applied  to  the  cluster  of  houses  in  what 
is  now  the  western  part  of  Lansford. 

Mining  operations  were  begun  in  Panther  Creek 
Valley,  in  the  vicinity  of  Ashton,  in  1844,  when  Tun- 
nels 3  and  4  were  driven.  Tunnels  5,  6,  and  7  were 
begun  in  1845.  In  1846  the  Panther  Creek  Railroad 
and  the  planes  began  to  carry  coal  from  the  valley 
to  the  summit,  whence  it  was  conveyed  to  the  Lehigh, 
as  narrated  in  the  history  of  Mauch  Chunk  borough. 

The  growing  importance  of  the  new  mines,  the 
building  of  the  Nesquehoning  Valley  Railroad,  the 
cutting  of  the  tunnel  through  the  mountain  to  Panther 
Creek,  and  the  favorable  location  of  the  town  led  to 


the  rapid  growth  and  finally  to  the  incorporation  of 
Lansford. 

Among  the  early  settlers  were  Jonathan  Hallen- 
bach,  Peter  Fisher,  Hugh  Gallagher,  Josiah  Williams, 
Richard  Malcom,  John  McHugh,  Peter  McGee,  Ig- 
natius Teufel,  Taylor  Edwards,  Morgan  Price,  John 
D.  Williams,  James  M.  Jones,  E.  Weber,  Joseph 
Downs,  Thomas  W.  Williams,  Shadrack  Walkins, 
William  Y.  Evans,  John  Scott,  William  Hines,  and 
Frank  Dermot. 

Daniel  Bertsch,  and  Fellows  &  Van  Horn,  kept 
here  at  an  early  day  the  company  stores. 

Prominent  among  the  merchants  of  the  present 
day,  and  the  oldest  of  the  borough,  are  Edwards  (J. 
C.)  &  Thomas  (Albert  J.),  A.  M.  Neumiller,  Charles 
Kline,  Reese  Watkins,  Howell  Evans,  E.  Warren  & 
Co.,  John  O.  Quinn,  D.  R.  Davis,  D.  J.  Mathew,  D. 
R.  Hughes,  William  Y.  Evans,  Mrs.  G.  Bynon,  and 
C.  C.  Edwards. 

The  Mansion  House,  the  principal  hotel  of  the 
town,  was  built  by  G.  H.  Holney  in  1877,  and  has 
been  kept  by  John  Frace,  A.  Oberholtzer,  Nathan 
Klotz,  and  H.  0.  Klotz,  his  son,  the  present  landlord. 

W.  D.  Zehner,  superintendent  of  the  Lehigh  Coal 
and  Navigation  Company's  mines,  has  his  office  here, 
as  has  also  the  assistant  superintendent,  Gouverneur 
Morris. 

The  company's  shops  for  the  manufacture  of  cars, 
breaking  machinery,  engines,  etc.,  were  built  here  in 
1870-71.  They  employ  in  seasons  of  activity  as  many 
as  two  hundred  men,  and  never  less  than  half  of  that 
number.  ' 

Incorporation. — The  borough  of  Lansford  was  in- 
corporated in  1877.  Following  is  a  list  of  its  princi- 
pal officers  from  that  time  to  the  present : 

BUEGESSES. 

1877.— William  Y.  Evans. 
1878.— William  Y.  Evans. 
1879. — Herman  Rieber. 
1880.— Morgan  Price. 
1881. — Herman  Rieber. 
1882.— Josiah  Wehner. 
1883.— Charles  Walton. 

Council. 

1877.— Reese  Watkins,  Neal  McGinty,  Frank  Zeh- 
ner, Abraham  Morgan,  Morgan  Price. 

1878.— Neal  McGinty,  D.  R.  Edwards,  Samuel 
Sterrit,  John  Hite,  James  Gallagher,  Howell  Evans. 

1879.— Frank  Zehner,  J.  D.  Kelly,  D.  W.  Griffith, 
Jerry  F.  Werner,  John  McNeills,  Jacob  Alberton. 

1S80.— James  Gallagher,  George  Halvey,  Charles 
Burns,  Albert  Thomas,  Philip  Portz,  Henry  Bacon. 

1881.— J.  W.  Davis,  D.  M.  Jones,  C.  F.  Kline,  D. 
M.  Williams,  Robert  Stewart,  Henry  Bacon. 

1882.— Edward  Jenkins,  David  W.  Griffith,  J.  W. 
Mallory,  Daniel  Cummyton,  Nathan  Tanner,  James 
Gallagher. 
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1883. — James  Blackburn,  Thomas  Whilden,  John 
Jeffreys,  Charles  Kline,  A.  J.  Weyhenmyer,  J.  0. 
Edwards. 

Justices  of  the  Peace. 

1877.— William  D.  Thomas. 
1881.— Thomas  W.  Williams. 

School  Directors. 

1877.— N.  G.  Hyndman. 

1878.— Benjamin  Gwylam,  William  A.  Miller, 
George  Boyle. 

1879.— William  H.  Arner,  Neal  McGinty. 

1880.— Hugh  Edgar,  T.  D.  Reese. 

1881.— B.  H.  Davis,  Daniel  Houser. 

1882. — John  Pollock,  Benjamin  Gwylam. 

1883.— Thomas  E.  Williams,  Nathan  Tanner,  J.  A. 
Qiiinn. 

Schools. — The  schools  were  under  the  manage- 
ment of  the  township  authorities  until  1877,  and  were 
only  partially  graded  in  1878,  when  a  large,  conveni- 
ent, and  handsome  school  building,  capable  of  seat- 
ing over  six  hundred  pupils,  was  erected.  Mr.  L. 
Huber  was  the  first  principal  of  this  new  school,  fol- 
lowed by  Mr.  A.  G.  C.  Smith  and  D.  F.  Smith.  The 
school  is  divided  into  eight  grades,  and  has  facilities 
for  giving  pupils  a  thorough  English  education. 

Beligious — The  Welsh  Congfreg'atioiial  Church. 
— This  church  was  organized  in  the  year  1848,  with 
Messrs.  John  Morgan  and  Lewis  Evans,  deacons ; 
D.  J.  Evans,  secretary ;  William  Watkins,  leader  of 
the  choir. 

A  church  building  was  erected  in  1850,  at  the 
corner  of  Abbott  Street.  The  following  have  been 
here  as  pastors:  Eevs.  William  Thomas,  of  Kansas; 
John  M.  Thomas,  of  Alliance,  Ohio ;  Thomas  Pugh, 
of  Missouri;  Thomas  G.  Jones  (Tafalaw),  Arvonia, 
Kan.;  J.V.  Jones, of  Bevier,Mo.^  B.Morlais Hughes, 
of  New  Castle,  W.  T. 

The  following  began  their  career  as  preachers  in 
this  church  :  Revs.  D.  E.  Hughes,  of  Coaldale;  Lewis 
D.  Evans  and  R.  W.  Jenkins,  of  Maine ;  and  G.  Rob- 
erts, of  Dawn,  Mo.  Present  membership,  one  hun- 
dred ;  Sunday-school,  one  hundred. 

Many  useful  men  as  Christians  and  citizens  have 
risen  here,  such  as  Messrs.  John  D.  Evans,  of  Chester, 
N.  J. ;  Thomas  D.  Jones,  of  Ebensville,  Pa. ;  Dr.  J.  J. 
Thomas,  of  Youngstown,  Ohio  ;  D.  H.  Lewis,  of  Lans- 
ford  •  D.  E.  Jones,  of  Coaldale.  Those  who  have  been 
here' for  a  few  years  and  have  left  for  other  places 
are  Messrs.  Thomas  Phillips  and  Thomas  Eynon,  of 
Scranton;  Dr.  D.  E.  Evans,  of  Plymouth;  Messrs. 
Thomas  Evans,' of  Gibson  ;  W.  W.  Williams,  of  Utica, 
N  Y  •  as  well  as  the  late  Messrs.  Jenkin  Richards, 
of  Lansford  ;  John  W.  Williams,  of  Mahanoy ;  Evan 
E  Jones  of  Coaldale;  Abraham  Jones,  of  Blossburg, 
Pa  •  David  Evans,  of  Lansford ;  and  Rhys  Morgan, 
of  Tamaqua.  Several  of  those  who  were  here  when 
the  church  was  organized  are  members  here  yet,  such 


as  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Williams,  of  the  post-office;  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Matthews,  Mr.  Jenkins,  of  Coaldale  ;  Mrs.  Josiah 
Williams,  Mrs.  John  Williams,  Mrs. Margaret  Hughes, 
of  Summit  Hill";  and  Mrs.  Jenkin  Richards. 

The  present  officers  are:  Pastor,  Rev.  John  Ed- 
wards ;  Deacons,  Messrs.  Josiah  Williams,  D.  W.  Grif- 
fiths, Thomas  W.  Williams,  Thomas  Evans,  and 
Thomas  M.  Davis  ;  Leader  of  the  Church  Choir,  Mr. 
Morgan  Evans;  of  the  Sunday-school  Choir,  Mr. 
Thomas  D.  Reese ;  Secretary,  Mr.  D.  H.  Lewis ;  Or- 
ganists, Messrs.  Willie  Whelldon  and  Evan  E.  Jones ; 
Superintendent  of  the  Sabbath- school,  Mr.  Thomas 
Evans;  Trustees,  Messrs.  Charles  Powell,  Jonathan 
Richards,  Thomas  M.  Davis,  Josiah  Williams,  and 
Morgan  Evans. 

English  Congregational  Church. — This  church 
was  organized  April,  1872,  by  Rev.  E.  R.  Lewis, 
Pottsville,  with  membership  of  between  fifteen  and 
twenty.  The  deacons  at  the  time  were  Messrs.  George 
Phillips,  John  Fawks  (clerk),  and  Mr.  Thomas  W. 
Griffiths.  The  present  building  was  erected  (which 
measures  forty  by  sixty  feet)  in  1881.  The  laying  of 
the  corner-stone  took  place  September  22d  of  the 
same  year  by  Rev.  Dr.  Bevan,  then  of  New  York, 
now  of  London.  The  church  was  opened  by  Rev. 
Henry  M.  Storrs,  of  New  York,  Feb.  25  and  26, 
1882,  and  dedicated  April  12,  1882,  Rev.  Henry 
Ward  Beecher  officiating. 

Officers  of  the  church  at  the  time  of  dedication: 
Deacons,  Messrs. Thomas  Evans,  Wm. Morgan  (clerk), 
and  W.  0.  Henry.  For  the  present:  Pastor,  John  Ed- 
wards; Deacon,  W.  C.  Henry ;  Clerk,  John  L.  Lewis ; 
Trustees,  Messrs.  J.  E.  Lauer,  Wm.  T.  Williams,  and 
A.  B.  Watson  ;  Organist,  Mr.  Charlie  Portz.  Attend- 
ing the  congregation  are  some  prominent  singers, — 
Mr.  W.  L.  Evans,  who  leads  the  congregational  and 
choral  singing ;  Mr.  John  E.  Jeffreys,  who  leads  the 
Sunday-school  choir.  The  congregation  numbers  two 
hundred  or  more,  and  the  Sunday-school  averages 
over  one  hundred.  Rev.  E.  T.  Griffiths  is  the  present 
pastor.  Previous  to  him  were  pastors  of  the  Welsh 
Church  as  well. 

The  Evangelical  Association. — In  1872,  Rev.  B. 
F.  Bohner,  in  charge  of  Mauch  Chunk  and  Summit 
Hill  Churches,  preached  here  occasionally  and  or- 
ganized a  Sunday-school  with  the  following  officers  : 
William  Weber,  superintendent;  E.  Moser,  assistant 
superintendent;  Solomon  Bachman,  secretary;  Na- 
than Sold,  librarian  ;  William  Arner,  assistant  libra- 
rian; and  William  Hollenbach,  treasurer.  No  class 
was  organized  until  February,  1874,  when  Rev.  S.  C. 
Breyfogel,pastorof  Barnes ville  Circuit,  preached  here. 
A  great  revival  was  the  result,  and  a  class  was  organ- 
ized with  E.  Moser  as  leader,  and  Samuel  Heffel- 
finger,  exhorter.  The  services  were  held  in  one  of 
the  public  school-houses  until  the  year  1879.  The 
class  appointed  J.  F.  Werner,  Esq.  (leader  at  the 
time),  and  E.  Moser  (exhorter)  a  committee  to  buy 
the  school-house  at  the  corner  of  Centre  and  Abbott 
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Streets,  which  was  fixed  up  and  is  still  used  as  a 
meeting-house  of  the  society. 

The  class  now  numbers  twenty-six  members,  with 
J.  F.  Werner,  Esq.,  as  leader,  and  the  Sunday-school 
has  one  hundred  and  fifty  members,  with  J.  F.  Wer- 
ner superintendent  and  William  Garmley  assistant. 
Rev.  H.  M.  Wingert  is  the  preacher  in  charge  of  Ta- 
maqua. 

Societies. — Ashton  Lodge,  No.  430,  K.  of  P.,  was 
chartered  June  4,  1874,  with  A.  Thomas,  G.  Evans, 
D.  Morgan,  T.  Malkin,  J.  Fox,  W.  Sterrett,  S.  Ster- 
rett,  T.  McCreely,  W.  P.  Hall,  and  Z.  Llewellyn  as 
its  original  members.  The  present  ofiieers  are :  C.  C, 
William  W,  Thomas;  V.  0.,  David  James;  P.  C, 
F.  Adams ;  M.  A.,  Thomas  J.  Davis ;  Sec,  James 
Blackburn ;  M.  of  F.,  William  D.  Eichards ;  M.  of  E., 
David  D.  Lewis. 

Lansford  Lodge,  No.  975,  I.  0.  0.  F.,  was  organized 
June  9,  1880,  with  the  following  charter  members : 
John  Davis,  John  Fawkes,  Edwin  Llewellyn,  Thomas 
P.  Thomas,  John  C.  Edwards,  William  W.  Thomas, 
John  Jefiries,  William  W.  Richards,  John  Hill, 
Thomas  M.  Davis,  James  Day,  John  D.  Evans,  David 
D.  Lewis,  David  M.  Morgan,  Thomas  C.  Williams, 
William  H.  Thomas,  B.  R.  Davis,  Thomas  J.  Thomas, 
Thomas  Evans,  R.  W.  Griffiths,  Thomas  M.  Whilden, 
William  T.  Giles,  George  W.  Halvey,  Morgan  Price, 
Jonathan  Richards,  William  D.  Thomas,  James  Fry, 
William  P.  Hall,  Philip  Portz,  and  Archibald  Reeves. 
The  lodge  has  now  one  hundred  and  tvfenty-two 
members,  with  the  following  oflBcers  :  N.  G.,  A.  M. 
Neumiller;  V.  G.,  Morgan  T.  Davis;  Sec,  Edwin 
Gwillym ;  Asst.  Sec,  T.  J.  Williams ;  Treas.,  J.  C. 
Edwards. 

Nesquehoning'. — This  is  the  second  in  age  of  the 
Lehigh  Coal  and  Navigation  Company's  mining 
towns,  and  is  the  third  in  importance  in  this  town- 
ship or  county.  According  to  entries  in  the  old  ac- 
count books  of  the  company,  the  first  house  was  built 
here  in  1824  for  Thomas  Kelley.  The  Room  Run 
gravity  road  was  built  in  1830. 

When  the  Lehigh  Coal  and  Navigation  Company 
decided  upon  laying  out  a  town  here  they  published 
an  advertisement  in  the  principal  newspapers  of  East- 
ern Pennsylvania,  which  contained  the  following: 
"  The  Lehigh  Coal  and  Navigation  Company  ofier 
for  sale  a  variety  of  building  lots  in  the  town  of  Nes- 
quihoning.  This  town  is  situated  in  the  Nesqui- 
honing  Valley,  within  half  a  mile  of.  the  coal-mines 
on  Room  Run,  four  and  one-half  miles  by  a  railway 
from  the  coal-landing  at  Mauch  Chunk,  forty  miles 
from  Catawissa,  and  thirty  miles  from  Berwick,  on 
the  Susquehanna.  The  ground  is  very  favorable  for 
a  town  plot,  and  a  number  of  buildings  are  already 
erected.  It  being  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the 
greatest  anthracite  coal  region  now  known,  and  on 
the  only  ground  near  it  adapted  for  a  town,  will  no 
doubt  secure  a  speedy  and  extensive  settlement.  For 
terms   apply   to  Josiah   White,  acting   manager,   at 


Mauch  Chunk.''  This  advertisement  was  dated  Sept. 
19,  1831.  Enoch  Lewis  was  at  that  time  surveying 
the  plot. 

The  town  had  so  far  progressed  that  in  1832,  when 
the  centennial  anniversary  of  Washington's  birth 
came  around,  a  very  successful  celebration  was  had, 
to  which  the  people  of  Mauch  Chunk,  Lehighton, 
Lausanne,  and  other  places  were  invited.  The  gath- 
ering was  at  the  house  of  N.  Allen,  and  a  great  dinner 
was  served  there  at  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 

This  locality  was  originally  known  as  "Hell's 
Kitchen,"  or  "the  Kitchen."  The  first  lease  was 
taken  by  Packer,  Harlan  &  Co.,  in  which  firm  A.  A. 
Douglass  took  the  place  of  Mr.  Harlan  in  1847.  J.  and 
R.  Carter  entered  the  firm  in  1852.  By  1857  the  firm  had 
become  Douglass,  Skeer  &  Co.  Messrs.  E.  A.  Packer 
and  Robert  Lockhart  were  identified  with  it.  Mr. 
Douglass  went  out  in  1865,  and  the  firm  closed  its 
affairs  in  1867,  being  known  at  the  last  as  Linderman 
&  Skeer. 

The  Coal  and  Navigation  Company  now  has  five 
openings  in  this  locality, — two  tunnels,  one  shaft,  a 
slope,  and  a  drift.  The  number  of  employes  is  about 
three  hundred  and  fifty.  R.  Eustis  is  the  local  su- 
perintendent, having  succeeded  James  Smitham  in 
1876,  and  he  has  bfeen  in  the  employ  of  the  company 
since  1852. 

Nesquehoning  has  good  schools  and  a  church  of  the 
Methodist  denomination. 

Schools. — The  present  school  building  was  erected 
in  1882,  at  a  cost  of  about  five  thousand  five  hundred 
dollars.  It  has  four  rooms,  three  of  which  are  well 
furnished  and  are  occupied.  The  number  of  pupils  is 
about  two  hundred.  The  present  principal  is  W.  Mc- 
Laughlin. Following  is  a  list  of  the  principal  in- 
structors since  1860 :  W.  Burke,  1861-62;  M.  H.  Pope, 
1868-64  ;  Mr.  Harris,  1864-65  ;  W.  A.  Williams,  1866- 
67  ;  J.  N.  La  Rue,  1867-68 ;  W.  Burnham,  1868-69 ; 
A.  H.  Berlin,  1869-70 ;  M.  J.  Corse,  1870-72  ;  S.  H. 
Hoi  linger,  1872-75;  W.  Sterret,  1875-76;  S.  Motzer, 
1876-77;  J.  H.  Landis,  1877-78;  P.  H.  McCabe, 
1878-81 ;  Hon.  M.  Cassiday  and  Charles  Allen,  1881- 
82 ;  P.  H.  McCabe,  1882-83  ;  W.  McLaughlin,  1883- 
84. 

The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  was  organized 
on  March  2,  1863.  The  preacher  in  charge  was  Rev. 
Henry  H.  Davis ;  the  local  preacher,  David  Trevar- 

row;   and  the  stewards,  William  York,  Isaas, 

Janes,  Jonathan  Marsden,  William  Swank,  Rob- 
ert D.  Spence,  and  George  L.  Watson. 

The  preachers  in  rotation  who  have  served  here 

have  been  Rev.  H.  H.  Davis,  two  years ;  Stech- 

ter,  one  year;  S.  H.  Risdon,  one  year;  Chriss, 

one  year ;  J.  T.  Swindell,  two  years ;  J.  W.  Bradly, 

two  years  ;  Condry,  one  year ;  G.  J.  Conoway, 

one  year ; Cooper,  one  year  ;  R.  Drake,  one  year ; 

Merely,  one  year ;  J.   H.  Sampson,  one  year ; 

David  Wiangert,  one  year;  H.  L.  Reese,  two  years; 
and  C.  R.  Cook,  three  years. 
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APPENDIX    A. 

POPULATION  or  LEHIGH  AND  CARBON  COUNTIES. 
Lehigh  Ooonty  (raoM  1820  to  188C). 


1820.    1830.  j  1840.    1860.    1860.    1870.    1880. 


866'  1,102|  1,341 
1,9001  2,20S!  2,354 
,  2,156 


Allentowni I |  2, 

Catasauqua  borough ' i,... 

Coopersburg  borough 

Coplay  borough 

EmauB  borough 

Hanover  township 

Heidelberg  township 

Lower  Macungie  twp 

Lower  Milford  township  - 

Lowhill  township j      703       808'      864 

Lynn  township 1,664!  1,747'  1,895 

Macungie  borough  ^ ' 

Northampton  borough 1,544| 

Northampton  township*..'  1,132       213;      293 

North  Whitehall  twp 1,807    2,008,2,324 

Salisbury  township 1,166    1,342    1,438 

Slatington  borough. 

South  Whitehall  twp 1,623    1,952    2,290 

Upper  Macungie  twp 2,802    3,323'  1,769 

Upper  Milford  township.,    2,418,  2,829    3,081 
Upper  Saucon  township...!  1,642|  1,905:  2,072 

Washington  township 

Weissenberg  township '  l,175j  1,285    1,427 

Whitehall  township  5... 


18,895122,266  25,787 


2,375 
1,386 
2,363 


1,021 
1,997 


332 
2,965 
1,884 


2,913 
2,035 
3,269 
2,372 
1,493 
1,762 


8,025 
1,932 


381 
2,061 
1,469 
2,668 
1,663 
1,034 
2,321 

281 


14,448  18,063 
2,853  3,065 
1,61)6 
392 
774 
847 


728 

477 1 
2,804' 
1,441'  3,813 
3,6621  1,607 
1,605 

997 
2,376] 


3,962 

1,603 

914 

486  i  2,678 


4,162 
1,835 


4,085 
2,647 
2,029 
2,943 
2,414 
1,823 


43,7.53 


332 
4,170 
2,860 
1,608 
2,748 
3,061 
2,016 
3,487 
2,464 
1,644 
3,318 


69,383 


701 
3,246 
3,078 
1,634 
2,884 
3,023 
2,476 
3,228 
1,627 
3,929 


1  From  1850  including  Bast  AUentown. 

2  From  Upper  Milford  in  1855. 
sMillerstown  in  1860. 

<  In  1820  included  the  borough  of  Northampton,  now  AUentown. 
5  From  North  and  South  Whitehall. 

Caebon  Count!  (from  1860  to  1880). 


Banks  township 

East  Mauch  Chunk  borough 

East  Penn  township 

Franklin  township 

Kidder  township 

Lansford  borough 

Lausanne  township 

Lehigh  township 

Lehighton  borough 

Lower  Towamensing  township.. 

Mahoning  township 

Mauch  Chunk  borough  1 

Mauch  Chunk  township 

North  Kidder  township — 

Packer  township 

Parry ville  borough... | -jg 

Penn  Forest  township 

South  Kidder  township i""i'629 

Towamensing  township ,       ' 

/Weatherly  borough ' 

Welssport  borough 


1850.         I860.        1870.        1880, 


1,746 


2,502 

833 

801 

1,624 

1,249 


1,942 


1,197 
1,620 
2,657 
3,727 


1,409 
1,961 
4,008 


15,686      18,067 


1,416 


1,486 
1,652 
1,589 
3,841 
6,210 


3,982 

4,018 

1,586 

1,863 

862 

933 

1,912 

1,741 

1.417 

441 


913 

1,076 

359 


28,144 


2,206 

36 

1,421 

1,937 

1,732 

1,903 

3,742 

4,082 

661 

496 

667 

653 

546 

931 

1,937 


31,873 


1  In  1860  the  township. 


APPENDIX    B. 

ANTHRACITE    IKON. 

Concerning  the  early  history  of  anthracite  iron 
manufacture,  we  present  the  following  from  the  ably- 
written  and  admirable  little  volume  entitled  "  Guide- 
Book  of  the  Lehigh  Valley  Railroad,"  by  "  L.  C.,"— 
the  Eev.  Leighton  Coleman,  formerly  pastor  of  St. 
Mark's  (Episcopal)  Church  : 

It  is  not  positively  known  when  or  where  iron  was 
first  made  in  the  United  States,  but  the  attention  of 
the  first  settlers  of  the  British  colonies  was  very  early 
directed  (no  doubt  by  the  previous  knowledge  of  the 
Indians)  to  the  iron  ore  with  which  the  country 
abounds,  and  in  various  sections  furnaces  were  soon 
erected  for  its  conversion  into  metal.  Perhaps  the 
first  production  from  native  ore  in  Pennsylvania  was 
at  the  Coventry  Forge,  in  Chester  County,  in  1720. 

It  was  not  until  after  the  discovery  of  the  use  of 
anthracite  coal  in  furnaces  that  the  foundations  of 
the  immense  establishments  were  laid  which  have 
given  to  this  trade  its  present  importance.  Prior  to 
this  time  the  ore  was  converted  into  metal  by  the  use 
of  bituminous  coal,  charcoal,  and  coke.  This  process 
was  far  less  economical  than  was  desirable,  and  there- 
fore when  the  value  of  anthracite  for  ordinary  pur- 
poses of  fuel  was  fairly  tested,  its  adaptation  to  smelt- 
ing uses  was  tried,  and,  after  a  series  of  reverses  and 
a  period  of  general  incredulity,  gladly  hailed  as  a 
great  saving  in  both  metal  and  fuel.  This  success 
added  largely  not  only  to  the  prosperity  of  the  iron 
trade,  but  of  the  coal  trade  also. 

Up  to  about  1833  the  cold-blast  was  exclusively 
employed  in  the  furnaces.  At  that  time  the  Eev. 
Frederic  W.  Geisenhaiuer,  of  Schuylkill  County,  after 
various  experiments  in  the  treatment  of  anthracite 
with  the  hot-blast,  obtained  a  patent  for  the  same,  and 
in  1836  he  made  iron  by  this  process  in  a  small  stack 
near  Pottsville. 

Touching  the  question  of  who  first  used  anthracite 
coal  in  the  manufacture  of  iron,  the  following  docu- 
ments are  submitted.  Reference  has  already  been 
made  to  this  subject  under  the  head  of  Mauch  Chunk 
Borough,  where  it  is  stated  upon  good  authority  that 
an  attempt  in  this  direction  prior  to  the  dates  below 

797 


798 


APPENDIX. 


mentioned  was  made  at  Mauch  Chunk  by  members  of 
the  Lehigh  Coal  and  Navigation  Company. 

The  first  letter,  originally  published  in  the  American 
Manvfacfurer,  is  as  follows : 

"  Oatasauqua,  Pa.,  Feb.  23, 1872. 

"  B.  F.  H.  Lynn,  Esq.  . 

"  Deae  Sir, — The  question  .of  who  was  the  first 
person  to  use  anthracite  coal  for  smelting  iron  is  dif- 
ficult to  answer ;  but  I  will  give  you  a  few  facts,  from 
which  you  can  draw  your  own  conclusions. 

"  In  the  year  1825,  while  manager  of  the  Yniscedwin 
Works,  South  Wales  (where  I  was  from  1817  to  1839), 
I  built  a  blast-furnace  of  nine  feet  bosh  and  thirty 
feet  high  to  make  experiments  with  anthracite  coal, 
which  abounded  in  that  neighborhood,  while  we 
brought  coke  fourteen  miles  by  canal  to  smelt  ore 
with.  This-furnace  was  blown  in  with  coke  in  1826, 
and  the  anthracite  introduced  first  one-sixteenth  part 
of  the  fuel  and  gradually  advanced  to  one-half,  when 
we  had  to  stop  and  blow  out.     It  was  a  failure. 

"  In  1832  the  same  furnace  was  altered  to  forty-five 
feet  high  and  eleven  feet  bosh,  and  the  same  experi- 
ment tried,  with  the  same  result. 

"  In  1836  hot-blast  ovens  were  built  to  this  furnace, 
according  to  Mr.  Neilson's  patent  for  hot-blast,  of 
Glasgow,  Scotland,  and  on  the  5th  of  February,  1837, 
anthracite  iron  was  made,  and  quite  successfully,  and 
in  that  I  claim  to  have  been  the  first  person  to  obtain 
successful  results,  at  least  as  far  as  I  know  or  ever 
heard  of 

"  By  an  agreement  in  writing,  made  with  the  Le- 
high Coal  and  Navigation  Company  (which  agree- 
ment I  still  have  in  my  possession),  I  came  to  this 
country  in  the  spring  of  1839,  at  which  time  I  found 
a  small  furnace  at  South  Easton,  worked  by  a  Mr. 
Van  Buren,  who  was  endeavoring  to  make  iron  with 
anthracite  coal.  It  was  run  some  ten  days  or  two 
weeks,  when  it  chilled,  and  proved  a  failure,  both 
financially  and  as  a  furnace.  There  was  another  at 
Mauch  Chunk,  owned  by  three  or  four  men, — a  Mr. 
Bauhm  [Baughman],  a  Mr.  Gitto  [GuiteauJ,  and  a 
Mr.  Lathrop  [Lowthrop]  (the  latter,  I  think,  ^still 
being  at  Trenton,  N.  J.).  This  furnace  was  chilled 
up  in  about  one  week  after  blowing-in. 

"  At  the  same  time  there  was  another  building  at. 
Pottsville,  by  Mr.  Lyman.  I  received  a  communica- 
tion from  this  gentleman  by  the  hand  of  the  president 
of  the  Lehigh  Crane  Iron  Company,  for  whom  I  was 
building  the  first  furnace  at  this  place.  This  letter 
urged  me  to  come  to  Pottsville.  I  visited  him  in 
August,  1839,  and  furnished  him  with  plans  of  in- 
wall,  bosh,  hearth,  etc.,  and  continued  to  visit  him 
about  once  a  month  until  the  furnace  was  completed, 
which  was  in  January,  1840.  Then  I  was  so  engaged 
here  that  I  could  not  remain  with  him  long  enough 
to  put  it  in  blast.  He  accordingly  obtained  the  ser- 
vices of  Mr.  B.  Perry,  who  blew  it  in,  as  founder. 
They  made  iron  for  some  weeks  (I  am  not  able  to  say 
how  many),  but,  the   machinery  not  beit/g  strong. 


they  broke  down,  and  I  believe  the  furnace  chilled 
up,  though  I  will  not  be  positive  on  this  point,  as  it 
might  have  been  blown  out. 

"  On  the  4th  of  July,  1840, 1  made  the  first  iron  on 
this  plan  in  our  first  furnace  here,  and  kept  it  running 
month  after  month  and  year  after  year.  In  1841  I 
built  the  second;  in  1846,  the  third;  in  1849,  the 
fourth  and  fifth;  and  in  1860,  the  sixth;  and  there 
are  now  in  this  valley  forty-six  anthracite  furnaces, 
producing  over  four  hundred  thousand  tons  of  pig- 
iron  annually. 

"  I  am  sorry  I  have  to  write  this  so  long,  but  could 
not  well  make  it  intelligible  if  shorter.  When  next 
I  see  you  I  will  take  pleasure  in  telling  you  of  scores 
of  experiments  made  with  anthracite  coal.  I  have 
been  in  the  blast-furnace  business  sixty  years  the 
12th  of  April  next,  and  forty-five  to  fifty  of  these 
years  I  have  been  experimenting  with  anthracite.  / 
care  very  little  about  the  glory, — ^who  was  or  who  is 
the  successful  candidate, — as  men's  praises  are  like 
shadows. 

"  You  may  use  this,  as  I  fear  no  contradiction.  I 
have  written  nothing  but  plain  facts,  but  not  one- 
tenth  of  what  might  be  said  did  necessity  call  for  it. 

"  I  should  be  glad  to  hear  from  you. 
"  Yours  very  truly, 

"  David  Thomas. 

"P.S.— Mr.  Richards  did  not  buy  the  Mauch 
Chunk  Furnace  until  1842  or  1843,  and  he  used  char- 
coal in  it." 

We  give  below  a  letter  from  Mr.  James  Pott,  of 
Harrisburg,  to  the  editor  of  the  Coal  and  Iron, 
Record  : 

"  In  No.  1  of  vol.  i.  of  your  journal  you  give  a 
sketch  of  David  Thomas,  in  the  course  of  which  you 
say,  '  He  was  the  first  man  to  demonstrate  the  practi- 
cability of  using  anthracite  in  smelting  iron  ores.  .  .  . 
And  of  all  this  magnificent  industry  the  furnace 
started  by  Mr.  Thomas  at  Pottsville,  less  than  thirty 
years  ago,  has  been  the  pioneer.' 

"  My  object  in  addressing  you  is  not  to  detract  from 
the  credit  due  Mr.  Thomas  for  the  perfection  to  which 
he  has  carried  this  business,  but  to  correct  what  I 
believe  to  be  an  error.  My  father,  John  Pott,  used 
anthracite  coal  to  smelt  iron  ore  in  his  furnace  (Man- 
heim  Iron-Works),  on  the  West  Branch  of  the  Schuyl- 
kill, as  early  as  1836-37,  first  in  connection  with 
charcoal,  then  with  wood  cut  short,  like  stove-wood, 
and  finally,  by  making  some  change  in  the  interior  of 
the  furnace,  with  anthracite  alone,  a  hot-blast  having 
already  been  attached. 

"These  experiments,  running  through  several  years, 
demonstrated  to  his  entire  satisfaction  the  practica- 
bility of  using  anthracite  in  reducing  iron  ore;  but 
about  1838-39  the  works  stood  idle  for  a  year  or  more, 
when,  in  the  year  1840,  he  made  preparation  to  en- 
large the  furnace  and  to  construct  it  on  different  prin- 
ciples, which  its  former  size  would  not  admit  of.  In 
the  early  spring  of  1841,  and  before  the  work  was 
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completed,  came  a  terrible  ice-freshet,  which  swept 
away  everything,  tearing  up  the  very  foundations  of 
forge  and  furnace,  and  this  was  the  end  of  the  '  Man- 
heim  Iron- Works.'  A  few  years  later  my  father  sold 
the  property,  and  in  1844  removed  to  Bedford  (now 
Fulton)  County,  Pa.,  where  for  several  years  he  con- 
ducted the  '  Hanover  Iron-Works.'  The  paralyzation 
of  this  industry,  following  the  adoption  of  the  tariff 
of  1846,  compelled  him  to  abandon  the  business  in 
1847,  and  thenceforth  he  devoted  himself  to  agricul- 
ture and  milling  until  he  died,  in  November,  1856. 

"  From  early  life  my  father  had  been  engaged  in 
the  manufacture  of  iron,  and  so  also  was  his  father 
(John  Pott),  who,  in  1807,  built  'Greenwood  Furnace' 
on  the  '  Island,'  where  Atkins'  extensive  furnaces  at 
Pottsville  now  are. 

"  Mr.  Thomas  is  a  public  benefactor,  and  deserves 
great  credit  for  his  energy  and  enterprise  in  carrying 
forward  this  business  to  such  perfection  and  success ; 
but  I  feel  that  it  Is  but  just  to  correct  what  I  believe 
to  be  an  error,  and  to  claim  for  John  Pott  the  credit 
of  having  first  successfully  demonstrated  the  '  prac- 
ticability of  using  anthracite  in  smelting  iron  ores,' 
and  for  little  'Manheim  Furnace'  the  distinction  of 
having  been  the  '  pioneer'  in  what  has  since  grown 
into  such  wondrous  proportions  under  the  skill  and 
tact  of  Mr.  Thomas. 

"  I  remember  well  hearing  my  father  often  remark 
that  he  was  the  first  to  use  and  demonstrate  the 
adaptability  of  anthracite  to  blast-furnaces,  and  that 
others — the  name  of  Mr.  Thomas  being  mentioned  in 
his  observations — had  carried  it  forward  to  perfect 
success. 

"  At  the  time  of  the  destruction  of  the  works  the 
supply  of  anthracite  for  the  reconstructed  furnace  had 
been  contracted  for,  and  a  large  quantity  had  already 
been  delivered  on  the  furnace  'bank,'— a  pile  so 
large  as  to  seem  to  my  youthful  eyes  like  a  mountain 
of  coal. 

"You  will  not  blame  me,  sir,  for  being  a  little  sen- 
sitive on  the  subject.  I  have  not  at  han^  my  father's 
books  from  which  to  obtain  data,  artfl  am  writing 
from  memory,  making  the  'hard-cider'  campaign  in 
1840  and  the  great  freshet  in  1841  the  points  from 
which  I  calculate.  If  I  am  in  error  I  am  willing  to 
be  corrected." 

The  following  was  published  in  the  Mauch  Chu„h 

Democrat  :  _^  Tbenton,  N.  J.,  March  26, 1872. 

"  Me  Editor,— Some  unknown  person  (a  friend,  I 
suppose)  has  sent  me  an  article  of  about  half  a  column 
in  length,  clipped  from  some  newspaper  upon  the 
margin  of  which  I  find  written  in  pencil  the  ques- 
tion,'How  about  this?' 

"The  article  begins  thus:  'For  some  time  past 
there  has  been  a  discussion  going  on  in  regard  to  he 
ZZV  of  making  the  first  anthracite  iron  in  the 
U^^d  StaTes^Mr.  David  Thomas,  of  the  Thomas 
Iron-Works,  Mr.  John  Richards,  deceased,  once   of 


the  old  Mauch  Chunk  Furnace,  and  Mr.  Lyman,  of 
Pottsville,  each  having  their  friends  to  advocate  their 
separate  claims  to  the  honor.' 

"  Next  follows  a  letter  from  Mr.  David  Thomas,  re- 
lating his  experience  and  knowledge  of  the  matter  in 
question,  in  the  course  of  which  he  makes  the  follow- 
ing statement:  'There  was  another  [furnace]  at 
Mauch  Chunk,  owned  by  three  or  four  men, — a  Mr. 
Bauhm,  a  Mr.  Gitto,  and  a  Mr.  Lathrop  (the  latter,  I 
think,  is  still  living  at  Trenton,  N.  J.).  This  furnace 
was  chilled  up  in  about  one  week  after  blowing-in.' 

"Mr.  Thomas'  memory  must  certainly  have  failed 
him,  or  he  was  misinformed  in  regard  to  the  Mauch 
Chunk  Furnace,  as  will  appear  evident  from  the  fol- 
lowing extracts  from  '  Notes  on  the  Use  of  Anthra- 
cite in  the  Manufacture  of  Iron  ;  with  some  Remarks 
on  its  Evaporative  Power.  By  Walter  R.  Johnson, 
A.M.,  Boston,  1841.' 

" '  The  furnace  at  Mauch  Chunk,  which  stands  at 
the  head  of  the  preceding  table,  is  believed  to  have 
been  the  first  in  this  country  at  which  any  consider- 
able success  was  attained  in  the  smelting  of  iron  with 
anthracite.'  Their  ore  produced  was  of  various,  but 
mostly  inferior,  qualities,  owing  probably  to  deficiency 
of  blast.  The  blowing  cylinders  were  of  wood  (single 
acting),  and  at  the  speed  employed  did  not  furnish 
over  seven  hundred  cubic  feet  of  air  per  minute. 

" '  Their  apparatus  for  hot-blast  was  at  first  defective, 
and  was  afterwards  placed  at  the  tunnel-head,  where 
it  could  be  seen  as  well  regulated  as  though  managed 
in  separate  ovens,  with  an  independent  fire.  Hence 
even  of  the  limited  supply  of  air  taken  into  the  bel- 
lows, a  considerable  portion  must  have  been  lost  by 
leakage,  and  by  escapes  at  the  open  tuyeres  there 
applied.' 

" '  Beaver  Meadow,  Pa.,  Nov.  9, 1840. 

"  '  SiK, — Agreeably  to  a  request  of  Col.  Henry 
High,  of  Reading,  I  send  you  the  following  hastily- 
written  statement  of  the  experiments  made  by  Baugh- 
man,  Guiteau  &  Co.,  in  the  smelting  of  iron  ore  with 
anthracite  coal  as  a  fuel.  • 

'"During  the  fall  and  winter  of  the  year  1837, 
Messrs.  Joseph  Baughman,  Julius  Guiteau,  and 
Henry  High,  of  Reading,  made  their  first  experi- 
ment in  smelting  iron  ore  with  anthracite  coal,  in  an 
old  furnace  at  Mauch  Chunk,  temporarily  fitted  up 
for  the  purpose. 

"  '  They  used  about  eighty  per  cent,  of  anthracite, 
and  the  result  was  such  as  to  surprise  those  who  wit- 
nessed it  (for  it  was  considered  an  impossibility  even 
by  ironmasters),  and  to  encourage  the  persons  engaged 
in  it  to  go  on.  In  order,  therefore,  to  test  the  matter 
more  thoroughly,  they  built  a  furnace  on  a  small  scale 
near  Mauch  Chunk  Weigh-Lock,  which  was  com- 
pleted during  the  month  of  July,  1838.  Dimensions : 
Stack  21J  feet  high,  22  feet  square  at  base,  boshes  5J 
feet  across,  hearth  14  to  16  inches  square,  and  4  feet  9 


'  Beaver  Meadow  (Pa.)  coal. 
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inches  from  the  dam-stone  to  the  back.  The  blowing 
apparatus  consisted  of  two  cylinders,  each  6  feet  diam- 
eter; a  receiver,  same  diameter,  and  about  2]  feet 
deep;  stroke  11  inches.  Each  piston  making  from 
12  to  15  strokes  per  minute.  An  overshot  water- 
wheel,  diameter  14  feet,  length,  of  buckets,  SI  feet; 
number  of  buckets,  36 ;  revolutions  per  minute,  from 
12  to  15. 

'"The  blast  was  applied  August  27th,  and  the  fur- 
nace kept  in  blast  until  September  10th,  when  they 
were  obliged  to  stop  in  consequence  of  the  apparatus 
for  heating  the  blast  proving  to  be  too  temporary. 
Several  tons  of  iron  were  produced  of  Nos.  2  and  3 
^quality.  I  do  not  recollect  the  proportion  of  an- 
thracite coal  used.  Temperature  of  the  blast  did  not 
exceed  200°  Fahrenheit. 

" '  A  new  and  good  apparatus  for  heating  the  blast 
was  next  procured  (it  was  at  this  time  I  became  a 
partner  in  the  firm  of  B.  G.  &  Co.),  consisting  of  two 
hundred  feet  in  length  of  oast-iron  pipes  one  and  a 
half  inches ;  it  was  placed  in  a  brick  chamber,  at  the 
tunnel -head,  and  heated  by  a  flame  issuing  thence. 
The  blast  was  again  applied  about  the  last  of  Novem- 
ber, 1888,  and  the  furnace ,  worked  remarkably  well 
for  five  weeks,  exclusively  ^vith  anthracite  coal ;  we 
were  obliged,  however,  for  Vant  of  ore,  to  blow  out 
on  the  12th  of  January,  183SL  During  this  experi- 
ment our  doors  were  open  to  tB^ublic,  and  we  were 
watched  very  closely  both  day  and  night,  for  men 
could  hardly  believe  what  they  saw  with  their  own 
eyes,  so  incredulous  was  the  public  in  regard  to  the 
matter  at  this  time  ;  some  ironmasters  expressed 
themselves  astonished  that  a  furnace  would  work, 
whilst  using  unburnt,  unioashed,  frozen  ore,  such  as 
was  put  into  our  furnace. 

" '  The  amount  of  iron  produced  was  about  one  and 
a  half  tons  per  day,  when  working  best,  of  Nos.  J,  2, 
and  3  quality.  The  average  temperature  of  the  blast 
was  400°  Fahrenheit. 

" '  The  following  season  we  enlarged  the  hearth  to 
nineteen  by  twenty  inches,  and  five  feet  three  inches 
from  the  dam-stone  to  the  back  of  the  hearth,  and  on 
July  26th  the  furnace  was  again  put  in  blast,  and 
continued  in  blast  until  Nov.  2,  1839,  a  few  days  after 
the  dissolution  of  our  firm,  when  it  was  blown  out  in 
good  order. 

"  '  For  about  three  months  we  used  no  other  fuel 
than  anthracite,  and  produced  about  one  hundred 
tons  of  iron  of  good  Nos.  1,  2,  and  3  quality.  When 
working  best  the  furnace  produced  two  tons  a  day. 

" '  Temperature  of  the  blast  400°  to  600°  Fahren- 
heit. The  following  ores  were  used  by  us,  viz.: 
"Pipe  ore,"  from  Miller's  mines,' a  few  miles  from 
Allentown;  "brown  hematite,"  commonly  called 
"  top  mine,"  or  surface  ore;  "  rock  ore"  from  Dicker- 
son  mine  in  New  Jersey  ;  and  "  Williams  Township 
ore"  in  Northampton  County.  The  last-mentioned 
ore  produced  a  very  strong  iron  and  most  beautiful 
cinder. 


" '  The  above  experiments  were  prosecuted  under 
the  most  discouraging  circumstances,  and  if  we  gain 
anything  by  it,  it  can  only  be  the  credit  of  acting  the 
part  of  pioneers  in  a  praiseworthy  undertaking. 
"  '  Most  respectfully,  sir, 

" '  Your  obedient  servant, 

"  '  F.  C.  LOWTHROP. 

" '  Prof.  Walter  R.  Johnson,  Philadelphia.' " 
" '  Correct  copy  from  the  book  : 

"'John  Wise, 
"  '  Librarian  Franklin  Institute, 

" '  Philadelphia,  Pa.' 
"As  an  evidence  of  the  reliability  of  the  work 
from  which  the  above  extracts  were  taken,  I  would 
remind  your  readers  that  its  author,  in  1844,  published, 
by  order  of  Congress,  a  '  Eeport  on  the  Different 
Varieties  of  Coal,'  in  order  to  determine  their  evap- 
orative powers. 

"  Respectfully  yours, 

"  F.  C.  LOWTHEOP." 

Subsequently  the  following  appeared  in  the  Bethle- 
hem Times:  ' 

"  The  following  documents  have  been  placed  in 
our  hands  for  publication,  and  we  hope  that  any  per- 
sons who  may  have  facts  or  evidence  of  facts  which 
will  throw  light  on  the  subject  will  forward  them  to 
us,  that  we  may  lay  them  before  our  readers.  Some 
time  since  we  published  the  following  paragraph  : 

"  'The  first  successful  use  of  anthracite  coal  for  the 
smelting  of  iron  was  in  1839,  at  the  Pioneer  Furnace, 
at  Pottsville,  Pa.  It  had  been  tried  on  the  Lehigh  in 
1826,  but  was  unsuccessful.' 

"  To  some  extent  to  corroborate  this  statement, 
which  was  called  in  question  in  private  conversation 
by  some  gentlemen,  a  friend  handed  us  the  following 
letter  and  petition  to  the  Legislature,  with  the  request 
to  publish  them,  as  throwing  light  on  the  subject. 
We  are  unable  to  give  the  presentation  of  the  peti- 
tion to  the  Legislature.  Does  any  one  know  when  it 
was  circulated  or  signed  ?  There  may  have  been  de- 
bate in  the  Assembly  on  the  reference  of  the  petition 
when  presented,  which  might  contain  interesting 
facts. 

" '  To  the  iSenate  and  House  of  Repreaentativeg  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania :  The  petition  of  the 
subscribers  respectfully  sheweth,  That  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania  has  been  greatly  benefited  by  the  re- 
sults of  the  experiments  lately  so  successfully  made 
to  manufacture  iron  with  anthracite  coal.  They  con- 
ceive that  these  results  are  mainly  to  be  attributed  to 
the  exertion  of  William  Lyman,  of  Schuylkill  County, 
who,  at  his  own  risk  and  expense,  put  into  successful 
operation  in  this  country  the  first  anthracite  blast- 
furnace (on  a  practical  scale),  the  origin,  therefore, 
of  all  others  since  built  and  now  projecting;  and 
they  therefore  pray  your  honorable  bodies  that  an 
act  may  be  passed  conferring  on  him  such  privileges 
as  in  your  wisdom  may  be  deemed  expedient,  thereby 
encouraging  useful  enterprises  in  future,  and  afford- 
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ing  some  compensation  for  the  heavy  outlays  always 
necessarily  incident  to  the  commencement  of  every 
such  undertaking.' 

"  '  POTTSVIHE,  Oct.  U,  1840. 

"'This  is  to  certify  to  all  whom  it  may  concern, 
that  all  contracts  or  bargains  for  ore  which  may  be 
made  by  the  bearer,  Mr.  Lance,  will  be  confirmed  by 
Messrs.  Marshall  &  Kellogg,  proprietors  of  the  an- 
thracite turnace  at  this  place ;  and  all  ore  purchased 
by  Mr.  Lance  will  be  paid  for  by  city  acceptance;  as 
shall  be  agreed  on  between  the  parties.— For  Mar- 
shall &  Kellogg.  Wjr.  Lyman.'  " 

The  following  article  is  from  the  Pottsvilk  Miners' 
Journal : 

"  This  subject  has  again  been  broached  in  a  letter 
which  we  published  a  few  days  ago  from  James  Pott, 
in  which  he  stated  that  his  father,  John  Pott,  was  the 
first  to  make  anthracite  iron  at  his  furnace  in  1837- 
3^  located  in  the  West  Branch  Valley.  This  we 
.know  is  correct  as  far  as  it  goes ;  but  in  the  use  of 
anthracite  coal  alone  he  failed  in  making  it  in  a  mer- 
chantable quantity,  and  ceased  working  until  the  trial 
was  made  at  the  Pioneer  Furnace  on  the  Island  in 
1839.  After  the  success  at  the  Pioneer  Furnace,  he 
did  intend  to  remodel  his  furnace  to  use  anthracite 
coal  exclusively ;  but  a  freshet  came  and  swept  away 
his  works,  and  he  moved  to  Bedford  (now  Fulton) 
County.  Mr.  Geisenheimer  made  a  small  quantity  of 
anthracite  iron  at  the  Valley  Furnace,  and  took  out 
a  patent,  but  afterwards  abandoned  it.  Small  quan- 
tities were  made  on  the  Lehigh ;  and  we  believe  that 
the  late  Mr.  Ridgway  succeeded  in  making  a  small 
quantity  at  the  old  Pott  Furnace  near  the  Island. 
But,  as  they  were  all  charcoal  furnaces,  of  course  no 
quantity  could  be  made.  Anthracite  iron  was  also 
made  in  Wales.  But  these  experiments  satisfied  Burd 
Patterson,  and  other  parties  deeply  interested  in  coal 
and  iron  interests,  that  iron  could  be  made  with  an- 
thracite coal;  and  then  he  and  other  parties  com- 
menced building  the  Pioneer  Furnace  on  the  Island 
after  the  model  of  the  furnace  in  Wales,  which  Mr. 
David  Thomas  had  seen,  and  who  superintended  the 
building  of  this  furnace.  They  ran  out  of  funds,  and 
the  late  Nicholas  Biddle  and  others  made  up  a  fund 
of  five  thousand  dollars  as  a  premium,  which  they 
offered  to  any  person  who  would  make  anthracite  iron 
for  commercial  use,  and  run  the  furnace  for  a  period 
of  six  months.  Mr.  William  Lyman  then  took  the 
furnace,  and  completed  it  after  the  model  of  the 
Wales  furnace,  which  Mr.  Thomas  furnished.  When 
finished,  the  furnace  was  blown  in  by  Mr.  Benjamin 
Perry;  and  it  was  a  success,  and  the  furnace  was 
kept  running  for  the  period  of  six  months.  The  pre- 
mium .  after  full  investigation,  was  awarded  to  Mr. 
Lyman  at  the  Mount  Carbon  House,  in  1840,  where 
a  supper  was  given,  and  it  was  at  this  supper  that 
Nicholas  Biddle  gave  the  following  toast: 
51 


'"Old  Pennsylvania — her  sons  like  her  soil: 
rough  outside,  but  solid  stuff  within  ;  plenty  of  coal 
to  warm  her  friends,  and  plenty  of  iron  to  cool  her 
enemies.' 

The  iron  trade  was  at  that  time  so  much  depressed 
under  the  compromise  tariff  of  1833,  reducing  the 
duties  down  to  twenty  per  cent,  in  1840,  and  the  op- 
position to  the  use  of  anthracite  iron  by  the  charcoal 
interests,  that  Mr.  Lyman  failed  a  short  time  after ; 
then  Mr.  Marshall,  now  of  Shamokin,  ran  it  after- 
wards, and  he  met  with  the  same  fate.  The  furnace 
was  afterwards  run  by  other  parties  who  had  but  little 
capital,  and  they  too  failed,  when  it  finally  fell  into 
the  hands  of  the  Atkins  Brothers,  who  took  charge  of 
it  in  1857  or  1858,  and  they  too  became  to  some  extent 
involved,  owing  to  the  dull  state  of  the  iron  trade 
under  the  free-trade  system ;  and  if  it  had  not  been 
for  the  Rebellion  occurring  in  1861-62,  which  put  up 
the  price  .of  iron,  they  might  have  met  the  same  fate  ; 
but  they  succeeded,  and  added  another  furnace  to  the 
old  Pioneer;  then  tore  down  and  remodeled  the 
Pioneer,  and  are  now  erecting  a  third  furnace  on  the 
Island  on  a  larger  scale  than  the  others.  Of  the  three 
brothers,  our  citizen,  Mr.  Charles  Atkins,  is  the  only 
survivor.  After  the  success  at  the  Pioneer,  other  par- 
ties, avoiding  the  defects  of  the  old  Pioneer,  erected 
other  furnaces  on  the  Lehigh  and  elsewhere,  and  an- 
thracite iron  was  soon  made  in  large  quantities,  and 
in  1871,  out  of  1,914,000  tons  of  iron  produced  in  the 
United  States,  957,608  tons,  a  little  more  than  one- 
half  of  the  supply,  was  made  with  anthracite  coal. 
In  1861  the  product  was  409,229  tons,  having  more 
than  doubled  in  ten  years. 

"  These  are  the  facts  connected  with  the  first  manu- 
facture of  anthracite  iron  for  commerce  in  the  United 
States ;  and  Mr.  Lyman,  who  undertook  the  furnace, 
Mr.  David  Thomas,  who  superintended  its  erection, 
Mr.  Benjamin  Perry,  who  blew  it  in  successfully,  and 
the  gentlemen  who  offered  the  premium  of  five  thou- 
sand dollars  for  its  production  in  commercial  quanti- 
ties, are  really  entitled  to  the  credit  of  establishing 
this  branch  of  business  in  this  country  ;  while  the 
other  gentlemen,  who  had  previously  made  small 
quantities  before  it  was  made  in  England,  are  entitled 
to  the  credit  of  demonstrating  that  it  could  be  made 
with  suitable  fixtures ;  but  they  all  failed  in  making 
it  in  quantities  for  use.'' 

The  concluding  letter  was  published  in  the  Mauch 
Chunk  Democrat  : 

"  Tbenton,  N.  J.,  May  4, 1872. 

"  Me.  Editor  : 

"  Deae  Sie, — In  the  Journal  of  March  30th  last 
you  published  for  me  a  communication  containing 
some  extracts  from  a  work  issued  during  the  year 
1841,  by  Professor  Walter  R.  Johnson,  of  Philadel- 
phia, entitled  '  Notes  on  the  Use  of  Anthracite  in  the 
Manufacture  of  Iron;  with  some  Remarks  on  its 
Evaporative  Power.' 

"My  object  in  sending  you  that  article  was  simply 
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to  defend  my  former  partners  and  myself  from  the 
detractive  remarks  made  in  a  letter  written  by  David 
Thomas,  Esq.,  of  Catasauqua,  Pa. ;  he  having  stated 
that  our  furnace  at  Mauch  Chunk  chilled  up  in  about 
one  vieeh  after  blowing-in,  whereas  it,  in  fact,  was  not 
allowed  to  chill  up  at  any  time. 

"  Since  my  communication  was  written,  I  have  read 
two  or  three  articles  from  different  papers  asserting 
that  I  was  detracting  from  the  credit  due  Mr.  Thomas. 
"  I  have  no  wish  to  claim  any  '  glory'  rightfully 
belonging  to  Mr.  Thomas,  or  to  others.  I  merely,  in 
defending  the  firm  of  B.,  G.  &  Co.  from  Mr.  T.'s  un- 
just remark,  quoted  authentic  history  published  more 
than  thirty  years  ago,  and  which  has  never  been  con- 
tradicted. 

"  Some  of  the  parties  who  have  been  writing  in  be- 
half of  Mr.  Thomas,  but  who  evidently  know  little 
about  the  smelting  of  iron  ore,  speak  rather  contemp- 
tuously of  us,  because  we  operated  with  a  small  fur- 
nace. 

"  In  a  matter  which  at  that  time  was  looked  upon, 
even  by  ironmasters,  with  much  uncertainty  as  to  its 
ultimate  success,  it  would  have  been  very  unwise  to  go 
to  the  expense  of  building  a  large  furnace  at  a  cost  of 
many  thousands  of  dollars,  when  it  was  known  that  if 
the  thing  could  be  accomplished  with  a  small  furnace, 
it  could  be  done  much  more  easily,  and  far  more  profit- 
ably, with  a  large  one. 

"  We  did  not  enlarge  our  furnace,  as  one  writer  has 
stated,  but  simply  the  hearth,  and  we  blew  it  out  be- 
cause it  was  too  small  to  work  at  profit;  and,  not  hav- 
ing funds  with  which  to  construct  large  works,  we  re- 
turned the  property  on  which  the  furnace  was  built  to 
the  Lehigh  Coal  and  Navigation  Company,  from  whom 
it  was  leased,  which  was  the  last  we  had  to  do  with  it. 
"  A  few  years  afterward  I  was  introduced  to  a  gen- 
tleman from  Pottsville,  who,  upon  being  informed  by 
our  friend  that  I  had  been  connected  with  the  Mauch 
Chunk  furnace,  asked  if  I  recollected  a  committee  of 
the  citizens  of  Pottsville  visiting  us  one  night.     I  an- 


swered in  the  affirmative,  and  asked  him  what  con- 
clusion they  arrived  at.  He  replied,  '  We  watched 
you  all  night  long,  and  returned  home  with  the  full 
conclusion  that  it  was  a  perfect  success.' 

"  Within  the  past  week  or  two  I  have  seen  one  or 
two  articles  from  the  pen  of  Mr.  James  Pott,  of  Har- 
risburg,  who  claims  for  his  father,  Mr.  John  Pott,  the 
credit  of  having  been  the  first  in  this  country  to  smelt 
iron  ore  with  anthracite.  He  dates  his  first  success  so 
far  back  as  1836  and  1837.  A  more  unpresuming  and 
candid  letter  than  that  of  Mr.  Pott  I  have  never  read  ; 
and  if  we  are  to  look  outside  of  published  history  for 
the  one  who  was  first  successful,  I  should  say  that 
without  a  doubt  (so  far  as  I  can  learn)  Mr.  John  Pott, 
of  the  Manheim  furnace,  was  the  man. 

"  Very  respectfully  yours, 

"F.   C.   LOWTHKOP." 

We  add  an  article  from  the  Mauch  Chunk  Coal 
Gazette  of  May  25,  1872 : 

"Mr.  James  Cornelison,  formerly  a  blacksmith  re- 
siding here,  was  in  town  on  Monday  last,  and  was 
'  interviewed'  concerning  his  knowledge  of  the  first 
experiments  in  the  manufacture  of  anthracite  iron. 
He  was  employed  in  the  establishment  of  the  Lehigh 
Coal  and  Navigation  Company,  whose  works  were 
upon  the  site  of  the  present  foundry  of  J.  H.  Salkeld 
&  Co.,  and  distinctly  remembers  the  building,  about 
the  year  1823  or  1824,  of  a  stack  some  fifteen  or  twenty 
feet  high,  for  the  purpose  of  smelting  the  iron  ore 
with  anthracite  coal.  This  experiment  was,  at  the 
time,  so  far  successful,  that  Mr.  Cornelison  states  sev- 
eral '  pigs'  were  actually  made  with  cold-air  blast. 
Messrs.  Josiah  White  and  Erskine  Hazard  were  con- 
cerned in  the  building  of  the  stack,  in  whose  opera- 
tions much  interest  was  taken.  This  statement,  com- 
ing from  a  gentleman  in  every  way  reliable,  makes 
good  the  assertion  in  Johnson's  '  Notes  on  Anthracite 
Iron,'  that  the  first  known  experiment  in  this  impor- 
tant direction  was  made  in  Mauch  Chunk." 
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